
































TECHNOLOGY 

Crime on the Internet 

Lawmakers got an update on efforts to fight 
"hacking," "phreaking," and other high-tech 
crimes during an Oct. 16 meeting of the House 
Judiciary Committee at Minnesota West Com­
munity and Technical College in Granite Falls, 
Minn. 

Eagan Police Department Detective Doug 
Matteson presented committee members with 
a reality check on computer and credit card 
security by demonstrating on-line the crimi­
nal capabilities of hackers. 

Matteson said law enforcement lacks the 
trained specialists and high-tech equipment 
needed to properly recover and analyze 
evidence. 

"Law enforcement is always behind the 
criminal," he said. "The Internet criminal is 
smarter than we are and that's real frustrating 
when we want to put a bad guy away and we 
can't do it." 

Today's computer crimes of chief concern 
include hacking, which involves tampering 
with electronic data through unauthorized 

. access to computer systems, and phreaking, 
which involves illegally capturing cellular tele­
phone electronic serial numbers, mobile iden­
tification numbers, and telephone numbers. 

Industry estimates show that cellular tele­
phone service providers experience annual 
losses of about $600 million as a result of 
phreaking. The crime is perpetrated through 
the use of scanners and computer software 
that allow criminals to intercept data from 
cellular phones and use the information on 
illegal clone units. 

Thomas F. Pursell, senior counsel to the 
Minnesota attorney general, told committee 
members of the lack of security surrounding 
credit card transactions on the Internet. 

"One of the big issues in Internet commerce 
generally is the issue of payment systems," Pursell 
said. "[There is] no lack of ways that people are 
willing to accept money, but the question for 
consumers is the security of transmitting that 
kind of information back and forth on what are 
unsecured computer networks. 

"When consumer confidence gets to the 
point where people accept the level of security 
that is out there, then the amount oflnternet 
commerce, and really, the amount oflnternet 
crime that we see, too, will very lilcely ex­
plode." 

Pursell said the attorney general's office 
has demonstrated foresight in Internet con­
sumer protection issues. 

Attorney General Hubert H. "Skip" 
Humphrey III co-chaired an Internet working 

Turkey tour 

of th.e House Committee donned white lab coats for an Oct. 16 tour of 
W1lli;nar, Mmn., Jenme-0 plant. Lawmakers met with officials from the company, which is 

Wt II mars largest employer. 

group of the National Association of Attor­
neys General, which last year produced a re­
port on gambling on the Internet. The report 
clarifies the need for changes to federal law, 
specifically the Wire Communications Act. 

The report states that Internet gambling 
"threatens to disrupt each state's careful bal­
ancing of its own public welfare and fiscal 
concerns by making gambling available across 
state and national boundaries with little or no 
regulatory control." 

In a 1995 speech before the Federal Trade 
Commission in Washington, D. C., Humphrey 
identified several practical and legal challenges 
to Internet law enforcement, among them the 
jurisdictional questions stemming from the 
Internet's worldwide reach and the anonym­
ity of network users. 

"The difficulty of identifying and locating 
people is one of the two most serious obstacles 
we've encountered to prosecuting crime and 
fraud perpetrated over computer networks," 
Humphrey said. 

The Legislature passed a law in 1997 de­
signed to combat the ills that can accompany 
on-line anonymity. The law grants county 
attorneys administrative subpoena power to 
obtain "the names and addresses of subscrib­
ers of private computer networks including 
Internet service providers or computer bulle­
tin board systems." 

Humphrey tested the issue of jurisdictional 
boundaries in a recent case against Granite 
Gate Resorts, a sports bettingfirm based in Las 
Vegas and Belize. The Court of Appeals ruled 
in September that the state does have the right 
to sue because Granite Gates demonstrated 
clear intent to reach consumers in Minnesota. 

Pursell read part of the court's decision to 
the committee: "We are mindful that the 
Internet is a communication medium that 
lacks historical parallel in the potential extent 
of its reach and that regulation across jurisdic­
tions may implicate fundamental FirstAmend­
ment concerns ... it will undoubtedly take 
some time to determine the precise balance 
between the rights of those who use the Internet 
to disseminate information and the powers of 
the jurisdictions in which we see the comput­
ers are located .... " 

TRANSPORTATION 

Greater Minnesota by air 

Brian Ryks, manager of the St. Cloud Re­
gional Airport, reported a nearly 100 percent 
annual increase in passengers before mem­
bers of a House panel focusing on local air 
service to Greater Minnesota Oct. 16. 

The House Transportation and Transit 
Committee met in a hangar at the Willmar 
Airport during the Minnesota House of Rep­
resentatives Harvest Moon Mini-Session Oct. 
15-17. 

In contrast to Ryks testimony, municipal 
airports in Fergus Falls, Mankato, and 
Worthington have lost scheduled air service 
to the Twin Cities in the past two years. Stress­
ing the importance of this service to the local 
economy, Bruce Jaeger, Willmar Airport man­
ager, told the committee that "there are two 
ways to reach Willmar: car and plane. There is 
no train anymore." 

In view of this dilemma, the 1997 Legisla-
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The House Transportation and Transit Committee hears testimony about commercial air service in 
Greater Minnesota during an Oct. 16 hearing in an airport hangar in Willmar, Minn. 

ture approved a program designed to increase 
usage at rural airports that have scheduled air 
service or wish to establish such service. 

Since July 1, the Department of 
Transportation's Office of Aeronautics has 
visited each of the cities for input into the 
grant process and development of marketing 
materials. 

Ideally, the result for all struggling airports 
in Greater Minnesota would be similar to 
Ryks' story for St. Cloud. 

Mesaba Aviation, operating as Northwest 
Airlink, began serving St. Cloud in the sum­
mer of 1993, with four daily arrivals and de­
partures between St. Cloud and 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. 
In the first 18 months, St. Cloud averaged 7 49 
passengers monthly. 

In 1995, the second full year of operation, 
the monthly passenger total dropped to 679. 
Ryks cited poor airline performance as the 
cause. He told the committee there had been 
an average of 20 flight cancellations per month 
that year. 

"This drop in passengers is evidence that 
travelers will not tolerate unreliable service 
and will drive to Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter­
national rather than take a chance that their 
flight may be canceled," he said. 

Ryks detailed an improvement in service in 
1996, after a change in Mesaba management. 
Passenger traffic increased to 755 monthly. 

"This year,'' Ryks said, "with the introduc­
tion oflarger, more comfortable aircraft, and 
implementation of a "Fly Local" promotional 
campaign in late March ... enplanements 
have increased dramatically." 

October enplanements indicated the air­
port might exceed 2,000 passengers for the 
first time in any month. The total for October 
1996 was 933 passengers. 

"This in itself is proof," Ryks said, "that 
affordable and reliable air service combined 
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with the use oflarger aircraft will yield profit­
able results." 

Ryks asked the committee to encourage 
Northwest Airlines to maintain the current 
airfare structure in St. Cloud. 

Bob Anderson, president of the Local Air 
Service Action Committee (LASAC), had a 
different story to tell. 

Before airline deregulation in 1978, he said, 
DC-9 planes flew into International Falls. Since 
deregulation, "large airlines moved to more 
lucrative locales." 

Anderson cited the importance of air ser­
vice to places such as International Falls. He 
said it currently costs $478 to fly round-trip to 
Minneapolis on one of the seven daily sum­
mer flights to the Twin Cities. 

"The public cannot do that," he said. "They 
cannot just pick up and fly to the Twin Cities 
. . . and we have no other type of public 
transportation. The buses do not run there 
anymore." 

He said people who need to reach Twin 
Cities' medical facilities for health care are left 
in a difficult position. 

Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) asked what 
International Falls had done to recruit com­
petition in International Falls. Anderson said 
competition was not the answer as it would 
probably ensure "neither of the airlines could 
make it" financially. 

Lyle Mehrkens, of the MnDOT Aeronautics 
Division of the Department of Transporta­
tion, told the committee about the Minnesota 
Air Service Marketing Program that began 
July 1 in cooperation with the LASAC. The 
$400,000 appropriated over the biennium is 
being used to promote local airports. 

To date, a slogan has been selected. Televi­
sion spots are soon to be filmed. And grants of 
$56,600 have been approved for Bemidji, 
Brainerd, Fairmont, Grand Rapids, and 
Hibbing. 

Mehrkens also said a tool developed by the 
Bloomington-based Kiehl Hendrickson Group 
will allow communities to track the annual 
enplanements needed to support 30-passen­
ger aircraft. 

In 1996, Northwest Air link replaced its 19-
seat planes with 30-seat planes, malcing it more 
difficult for smaller communities to fill flights. 

On the road again 

They need more roads and better roads in 
west central Minnesota, and if members of the 
House didn't believe it before, they saw and 
felt proof ofit on Highway 12, a primarilytwo­
lane highway, from just outside Wayzata all 
the way to Willmar. 

Members of the finance division of the 
House Transportation and Transit Commit­
tee, along with Rep. Bernie Lieder (DFL­
Crookston), chair, met during the first day of 
the Harvest Moon Mini-Session at the 
Kandiyohi County Health and Human Ser­
vices Building in Willmar. 

The mini-session began Oct. 15, and mem­
bers who got there from the Twin Cities had to 
take Highway 12, noted for its curves and 
heavy traffic. 

Some companies have left the area because 
of the lack of quality transportation, said Rick 
Maursetter of the Transportation Funding 
Coalition, a group of 24 organizations and 
associations interested in having a sound trans­
portation system in Minnesota. "We've got 
seriously unmet needs,'' he said. 

Maursetter said a primary goal for anytrans­
portation system should be "to keep business 
moving. I think the public needs to spend 
money on our transportation system,'' he said, 
referring to a gasoline tax. 

"So this is one fair way to pay for public 
transportation through a user fee. I think a 
dedicated user fee is still the best way to fund 
our roads," Maursetter said. 

Hethensummedupwhathebelieveswould 
be the result. "Astrong, well-maintained trans­
portation system that really serves Minne­
sota." 

It's estimated that the area needs $131 mil­
lion in road improvements, said Dave Trooien, 
of the Minnesota Department of Transporta­
tion (MnDOT). 

Another two-lane highway leaving and en­
tering Willmar is Highway 23. Bob Dols, a 
memberoftheHighway23 Coalition, told the 
committee that west central Minnesota is the 
only direction in the state without a four-lane 
highway leaving the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area. "If we are to attract business and people 
to live here, we absolutely need a four-lane 
highway,'' Dols said. 



He added that Willmar is the only city of its 
size without a four-lane highway. "Anything 
that you could do that will help Highway 23, 
we would appreciate," Dols said. 

The committee also took the time to hear 

In its 119-year history, the town of Olivia 
was never less mellow than during Centennial 
Corn Days in 1978. "Grease" was the word as 
Olivia Newton-John starred in that Holly­
wood hit. She also was a publicity magnet as a 
Grammy-winning singer. 

And thanks to a semi-facetious offer, the 
voice behind "Have You Ever Been Mellow" 
led this west central Minnesota town's Cen­
tennial parade, which splashed the commu­
nity of 3,200 citizens onto the front pages of 
the Saint Paul Pioneer Press and the Minne­
apolis StarTribune. 

Dave Pedersen, editor of the Olivia Times, 
jokingly wanted to thank Newton-John for 
spreading the name of Olivia. So he mailed a 
Corn Days invitation to the Australian-born 
singer. Delighted to learn a town carried her 
name, she accepted. 

Actually, the town was named for the daugh­
ter of the first railway depot agent in the 
region, but by 1978, it was better known as 
home to super-model Cheryl Tiegs' grand­
mother. 

Just before Newton-John led the parade on 
the rainy afternoon of July 22, 1978, the sun 
broke through. Clad in a bright red Western 
shirt, blue jeans, and a 10-gallon hat, she rode 
a dark brown Arabian horse through town, 
then spoke to a crowd of thousands of 
admirers. 

The publicity aftermath came cheaply.New-

Leon Willmar may never 
have seen the Minne­
sota town that bears his 

name. 
Willmar was a Belgian 

man who worked as an 
agentfor European bond­

holders of the St. Paul and Pacific Rail­
road Company. It was another railroad 
official, George Becker, who chose 
Willmar' s name for the new town. 

The railroad played the lead role in 
the development in the town of 
Willmar. 

Willmar Township was platted in 
1869, but atthat time, the area's sparse 
business activity served only the crews 

about railroads from Redwood County Com­
missioner Gene Short. If you' re having trouble 
moving your merchandise by truck, then the 
rails might help, he said. One railroad car 
equals 3'.8 semi-trailers, and since it costs 

ton-John paid for her jet flight from Los Ange­
les to Willmar. Her only demand: two dozen 
ears of homegrown corn and a loaf of home­
made bread. 

During the Oct. 14 appearance of Thomas 
Jefferson impersonator Clay Jenkinson in the 
House chamber, several House members wel­
comed him, including House Minority Leader 
Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon), who tried to em­
phasize to students from Northeast Middle 
Schoolin Minneapolis that anyone could make 
it in America. 

"You can have red hair - or no hair," 
Sviggum said, pointing to his balding col­
league, House Majority Leader Ted Winter 
(DFL-Fulda). Winter laughed and looked be­
hind him, wondering who Sviggum could be 
referring to. 

On the far western edge of the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area lies the growing hamlet of 
Hutchinson, site of a hearing and a tour at the 
recent Harvest Moon Mini-Session held in 
Willmar and surrounding areas. 

Almost 50 miles from Willmar, Hutchinson 
is in McLeod County and home to a 3M plant, 
which was toured by members of the House 

working on the first railroad line in that 
part of the state. 

OnNewYear'sEveofthesameyear, the 
first train arrived in the fledgling town, 
setting off a spurt of development begin­
ning the next year. By 1874, Willmar vil­
lage was incorporated. 

The railroad continued to fuel the growth 
of the town in the decades ahead. Willmar 
became a hub for the Great Northern Rail­
way, making the town the commercial cen­
ter for the area. 

Early historical accounts of the area agree 
that Leon Willmar never visited the town 

$3,025 per mile to maintain state roads every 
year, he said it might behoove the state to find 
money to increase MnDOT' s railroad reha­
bilitation fund. 

Environment and Natural Resources Com­
mittee. (See related story, page 11.) 

Foll<s in Hutchinson think of their town as 
a "charming, 1950s kind of town," according 
to its web site, with a Main Street full of family 
businesses, "mom and pop diners," and lots of 
single-family homes with swings, slides, and 
sandboxes. 

The largest employers in this town of12,927 
are Hutchinson Technology, 3M, Hutchinson 
Community Hospital, Hudson Manufactur­
ing and Sales, and the Hutchinson Medical 
Center. 

Unemployment is 2.9 percent. 

Kandiyohi County's history includes the 
political equivalent of a divorce and 
reconciliation. 

Around the time Minnesota became a state 
in 1858, the residents of what was known as 
Davis County petitioned to have two new 
counties created in its place. The state obliged. 
Monongalia County in the north and 
Kandiyohi County in the south were born. 

But it wasn't long before residents of both 
new counties realized that two units of gov­
ernment were not needed to manage an area 
with a total population ofless than 5,000. 

Residents voted overwhelmingly to merge 
the counties, and in 1870, the current 
Kandiyohi County was established. 

namedfor him. However, photographs 
culled from railroad company archives 
show the man among a group of rail­
road company employees in 
Breckenridge, Minn., making it clear 
he had at least passed through west 
central Minnesota. 

ItwasLeon Willmar's.son,Paul, who 
had a connection - albeit a short-lived 
one-to the town. During the 1870s, 
Paul Willmar ran the so-called Willmar 
Farm on the current site of the Willmar 
Regional Treatment Center, just north 
of downtown. 

In 1881, however, Paul Willmar sold 
out and returned to his native Belgium. 
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House suffers loss ... 

trem remained dedicated despite personal battle 
ep. Ken Otremba (DFL-LongPrairie) died 
Sept. 4, after a battle with liver cancer 
that sapped his strength but couldn't 

keep him from his work. He was 48. 
The second-term lawmaker stayed on the 

job this year despite his struggles with the final 
stages of the disease. Duringthe 1997 Legisla­
tive Session, Otremba received treatment to 
fight the cancer and continued to carry a full 
legislative workload. 

After the session adjourned, he was hospital­
ized in early June and lapsed into a coma for 
several days. Still, he recovered enough strength 
to attend both special sessions held this summer. 

"It's good to be back," Otremba said during 
the 1997 First Special Session, held June 26. "I 
lost a couple of weeks. I have no idea what 
happened to them." 

House members responded with aloud and 
lengthy standing ovation. "He was loved and 
respected by everyone in the Legislature," said 
House Speaker Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brook­
lyn Center). "His passing is a real loss for the 
people of his district and the entire state. He 
was a hardworking, dedicated, and coura­
geous legislator." 

Otremba' s battle with cancer stretches back 
more than three and a half years, to the days 
before he decided to seek a seat in the House. 
In fact, Otremba was recovering from cancer 
surgery months before the 1994 election when 
he received a call from former Rep. Rick 
Krueger. Krueger had decided not to seek a 
seventh term, and he suggested that Otremba 
run for the position. 

A dairy farmer, former township supervi­
sor, and six-year Todd County commissioner, 
Otremba carefully considered the idea before 
jumping into a tough race. 

"I didn't know if I was going to run," 
Otremba said after his 1994 election victory. 
"I wentto church on Sunday, and, sure enough, 
the sermon was about service to people. So I 
decided to run." 

Otremba concentrated on agricultural issues 
and health care concerns during his time in the 

Secretary of the Senate 
231 Capitol ............................... 296-0271 
Voice mail/order bills ................ 296-2343 
Chief Clerk of the House 
211 Capitol ............................... 296-2314 
Index, Senate 
llO Capitol ................................ 296-2887 
Index, House 
2ll Capitol ............................... 296-6646 
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Rep. Ken Otremba, center, received an ovation from his fellow House members when he attended the 
June 26, 1997, special session. 

Legislature. This year, he also worked to malce 
sure compassion for the poor and unfortunate 
was not lost in the welfare reform debate. 

"He was truly one of the most decent and 
honest people that I have ever had the privi­
lege of serving with in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives," said Rep. Steven Wenzel 
(DFL-Little Falls). "He was an individual with 
great personal integrity, and he cared deeply 
about the people he represented." 

Wenzel, who chairs the House Agriculture 
Committee, worked with Otremba on many 
agricultural issues and appointed him to serve 
as chair of the Subcommittee on Dairy and 
Livestock. 

Otremba focused on making policy deci­
sions that would help family farmers and rural 
communities, Wenzel said. 

"He was quiet and low-key, but beneath his 
quiet demeanor was a firm resolve and a deep 
commitment to people and their problems," 
Wenzel said. 

This year, Otremba took early morning can-

Frequently called numbers 

Information, Senate 
231 Capitol ............................... 296-0504 
Information, House 
175 State Office Building .......... 296-2146 
Legislative Reference Library 
645 State Office Building .......... 296-3398 
Governor's Office 
130 Capitol ............................... 296-3391 

cer treatments, so he could arrive on time for 
8 a.m. legislative committee meetings. 

"He didn't miss any votes that I'm aware 
of," Wenzel said. "He was resolved in report­
ing for work each and every day." 

Otremba was a Navy radar technician, and 
he served two tours of duty in Vietnam. He 
was a dairy farmer for 20 years, and he got his 
start in politics by serving as a Reynolds Town­
ship supervisor. 

In the House, he represented District l lB, 
which includes Todd County and parts of 
Douglas, Otter Tail, Stearns, and Wadena 
counties. 

"He will be remembered for his impressive 
work ethic and dedication to public service, 
especially in the face of personal adversity," 
Gov. Arne Carlson said. 

Otremba is survived by his wife, Mary Ellen, 
and their four children. Other survivors include 
his mother, nine brothers, two sisters, and his 
first cousin, Rep. Steve Dehler (R-St. Joseph). 

Attorney General's Office 
102 Capitol ............................... 296-6196 
Secretary of State's Office 
180 State Office Building .......... 296-2803 
TTY*, Senate ............................ 296-0250 
Toll free .......................... 1-888-234-1216 
TTY*, House ............................ 296-9896 
Toll free .......................... 1-800-657-3550 
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1997 Minnesota State Fair ... 

bers, fairgoers get together at ouse exhibit 
he Minnesota State Fair is like no other 
event. Where else can a person count 
vegetable oil as an essential nutrient, wear 

a pair of pink paper pig ears, and discuss 
political hot potatoes with members of the 
Legislature? 

Nearly 50 members of the House shook 
hands and talked about important issues with 
the people they serve at the House of Repre­
sentatives' 1997 Minnesota State Fair exhibit. 

"It was a tremendous opportunity to hear 
firsthand from the citizens of the state," said 
Rep. Ruth Johnson (DFL-St. Peter), who is 
serving her first term in the House. "I even ran 
into a few of my constituents, even though it's 
a good distance from home and there were 
thousands of people at the fair." 

Johnson spent a couple of hours talking 
with people from across the state, as did the 
other House members who appeared at the 
House booth during the 12-day run of the 
state fair from Aug. 21 to Sept. 1. Speaker of 
the House Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn 

The Minnesota State Symbols Game displayed sets 
of pictures for each of the 12 state symbols, and 
children were asked to choose the correct one. 
This girl ponders the question,"Which is the Official 
State Bird of Minnesota?" 

Rep. Peggy Leppik, left, was among the many House members who spenttime discussing the issues with 
fairgoers at the House exhibit. 

Center) and House Majority Leader Ted 
Winter (DFL-Fulda) were among those who 
worked at the exhibit. 

Lawmakers heard from citizens concerned 
about a number of issues such as education 
spending, highway speed limits, and drunk 
driving laws. But much of the conversation 
focused on a debate that has been in the head­
lines all year. 

"The one issue that was most talked about 
was the stadium,'' said Rep. Elaine Harder (R­
J ackson), who is a second-term lawmaker from 
the southwestern part of the state. 

People weighed in with all kinds of opinions 
about proposals to finance construction of a 
new baseball stadium for the Minnesota Twins. 

"The fair provides a chance to view a cross 
section of the population," Harder said. "It 
was interesting that [they were] giving me the 
same message on the stadium as I'm hearing at 
home: They don't want to put up the money." 

Johnson heard similar sentiments during 
her visit to the fair. 

"What people wanted to talk about was the 
stadium, and the overwhelming opinion was 
that no state tax dollars should be spent [on a 
stadium]," Johnson said. 

When not busy talking to the lawmakers on 
hand, House exhibit visitors could fill out a 
12-question survey that gathered opinions on 
issues including professional sports and stadi­
ums, the use oflotteryfunds, and a proposal to 
lower the state's blood-alcohol limit for oper-

ating a motor vehicle. (See poll results on the 
next page) 

Also, fairgoers could test their knowledge of 
Minnesota laws and history on computerized 
quizzes provided to educate and 
entertain. 

The House of Representatives exhibit, as 
usual, was next to the Minnesota Senate ex­
hibit in the Education Building. 

When lawmakers weren't discussing poli­
tics atthe House exhibit, they joined the record 
crowds enjoying all the state fair has to offer. 

Harder, who visited the fair over the Labor 
Day weekend, and her husband, Ronald, are 
active supporters of 4-H, and he was an auc­
tioneer at the 4-H livestock auction at this 
year's fair. 

"The main reason we go is the people," 
Harder said. "And we always check out the 
4-H exhibit." 

County fairs and community festivals are 
part of the life of any elected official, but for 
most state officeholders there is something 
different about the state fair. 

"I do go to a lot of fairs," Johnson said. "The 
thing I like about the state fair is the diversity 
of people and the variety of exhibits. The state 
fair is well-named: The Great Minnesota Get­
Together." ..&.. 
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1997 House members 
who worked at the fair 

Bruce Anderson (R-Buffalo Township) 
Lynda Boudreau (R-Faribault) 

Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) 

Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center) 
Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley) 

Andy Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul) 
Jerry Dempsey (R-Hastings) 
John Dorn (DFL-Mankato) 

Geri Evans (DFL-New Brighton) 

Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) 
Betty Folliard (DFL-Hopkins) 

Edwina Garcia (DFL-Richfield) 
Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) 

Bill Haas (R-Champlin) 
Elaine Harder (R-Jackson) 

Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby-lronton) 
Mike Jaros (DFL-Duluth) 

Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake Park) 

Ruth Johnson (DFL-St. Peter) 
Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) 
Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) 

Henry Kalis (DFL-Walters) 

Luanne Koskinen (DFL-Coon Rapids) 
Peg Larsen (R-Lakeland) 

Peggy Leppik (R-Golden Valley) 
Arion Lindner (R-Corcoran) 

Mark Mahon (DFL-Bloomington) 
Betty Mccollum (DFL-North St. Paul) 

Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights) 
Carol Molnau (R-Chaska) 
Joe Mullery (DFL-Mpls) 

Bud Nornes (R-Fergus Falls) 
Mark Olson (R-Big Lake) 

Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount) 

Erik Paulsen (R-Eden Prairie) 
Gene Pelowski Jr. (DFL-Winona) 

Thomas Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul) 
Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope) 

Jim Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park) 
Marty Seifert (R-Marshall) 

Kathleen Sekhon (DFL-Burns Township) 

Nora Slawik (DFL-Maplewood) 
Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey) 
Doug Swenson (R-Forest Lake) 

Howard Swenson (R-Nicollet) 

Barb Sykora (R-Excelsior) 
Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover) 

Jim Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) 
Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda) 

Need to find out who represents 
you at the Capitol? 

Call the House 
Public Information Office at 

(612) 296-2146 

1997 state fair poll results 

Minnesotans want to crack down on drunk 
drivers, toughen up regulations for personal 
watercraft use, and keep public dollars out of 
the pro sports picture, according to the 
Legislature's unofficial opinion poll conducted 
during the 12 days of the 1997 Minnesota 
State Fair. 

More than 8, 100 people stopped by the 
House and Senate booths at the state fair and 
completed the 12-question poll. The poll gave 
the public a chance to sound off about issues 
of concern to the 1997-98 Legislature. 

Results of the poll were tallied after the state 
fair concluded Sept. 1, 1997. 

Here's a look at the poll questions and the 
responses from fairgoers. 

1. Would you support a reduction in the defini­
tion of legal drunkenness for driving while 
intoxicated, from 0.10 percent to 0.08 percent 
blood-alcohol content? 

Yes ......................................... 58.1 o/o .... 4,588 
No .......................................... 36.6°/o .... 2,890 
Undecided ............................... 5.3% ....... 416 

2. Currently, the state funds about two-thirds 
of K-12 education costs, with local property 
taxes picking up most of the remaining 
expenses. In order to cover a larger portion of 
K-12 education costs and lower reliance on 
local property taxes for schools, should the 

i oers register 
Legislature raise statewide taxes (such as in­
come and sales taxes)? 

Yes ......................................... 37.4% .... 2,937 
No .......................................... 51.1°/o .... 4,016 
Undecided ............................. 11.5% ....... 905 

3. The state recently adopted a law requiring 
statewide testing for K-12 students. Should 
schools that achieve better results on state­
wide tests receive additional funding as a 
reward for better performance? 

Yes ......................................... 31.3°/o .... 2,455 
No .......................................... 59.2% .... 4,653 
Undecided ............................... 9.5% ....... 749 

4. Should the Legislature further regulate the 
use of personal watercraft on Minnesota lakes 
and rivers? 

Yes, numerous changes ........ 58.2% .... 4,591 
Yes, minor changes .............. 19.5% .... 1,537 
No .......................................... 13.4% .... 1,057 
Undecided ............................... 8.9% ....... 699 

5. Would you support an increase in the 
current state gasoline tax? 

Yes, but only for highway 
construction .......................... 21.9% .... 1,714 
Yes, but only for 
public transit.. ....................... 27.7% .... 2,160 
No .......................................... 46.3% .... 3,609 
Undecided ............................... 4.1% ....... 323 

No matter how weary fairgoers might have been, those who wanted to register their opinions on issues 
that may come before the Legislature during the next session usually found the energy to do so. 
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opinions at House an 
6. Would you be willing to pay for an increase 
in your monthly utility bill in order to imple­
ment a "green electricity" program that would 
help to increase the use of renewable energy 
sources (such as wind power or biomass)? 

Yes, if the increase is minimal 
(less than10%) ...................... 36.0% .... 2,824 
Yes, if the increase is moderate 
(10% to 20%) ....................... 11.5% ....... 903 
Yes, even if there is a significant increase 
(greater than 20%) ................. 5.2% ....... 413 
No .......................................... 41.5o/o .... 3,266 
Undecided ............................... 5.8% ....... 452 

7. Should a private corporation operate one or 
more of our state correctional facilities, if 
private management would lower the cost of 
running our correctional system? 

Yes, private sector should run all correctional 
facilities ................................. 26.0% .... 2,031 
Yes, but there should be a mixed public and 
privately run correctional 
system .................................... 34.6% .... 2,713 
No .......................................... 27.4% .... 2,149 
Undecided ............................. 12.0% ....... 945 

8. Should the state take an active role in 
preventing professional athletic teams from 
leaving Minnesota? 

Yes, if cost to taxpayers 
is.minimal ............................. 19.3% .... 1,529 
Yes, if cost to taxpayers 
is moderate ............................. 5.7% ....... 455 
Yes, even if cost to taxpayers 
is significant ............... : ............ 3.0% ....... 241 
No .......................................... 70.0% .... 5,522 
Undecided ............................... 2.0°/o ....... 148 

9. If there is a surplus in the state's budget, the 
money should be used primarily to: 

Decrease income taxes ......... 18.5% .... 1,358 
Decrease sales taxes ................ 2.8% ....... 204 
Decrease property taxes ....... 15.1% .... 1,107 
Increase funding for 
education .............................. 27.6% .... 2,021 
Increase funding for 
health and social programs .... 7 .1 % ....... 524 
Increase funding for 
transportation ......................... 2.3% ....... 170 
Pay off long-term debt 
ahead of schedule ................. 12.8% ....... 939 
Provide a one-time tax rebate 13.8% ..... 1,010 

10. Should a portion of lottery proceeds con­
tinue to be dedicated to the Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust Fund for wildlife, 
water, and other conservation projects 
throughout Minnesota? If yes, for how long? 
(Currently, 40 percent goes toward the trust 
fund.) 

Yes, permanently .................. 58.0% .... 4,423 
Yes, for 50 years ...................... 4.9% ....... 373 
Yes, for 20 years .................... 12.8% .~ ..... 978 
No, the proceeds should be 
used for other purposes ....... 14.5% .... 1,110 
Undecided ............................... 9.8% ....... 752 

11. Should some juvenile court proceedings 
be open to the public? (Under current law, 
most of these proceedings and the records 
they generate are closed to the public.) 

Yes, in cases of child abuse 
and neglect ............................ 12.0% ....... 909 
Yes, in cases involving 
juvenile offenders ................. 14.4% .... 1,086 
Yes, for both of the above .... 31.8% .... 2,409 
No .......................................... 29.9°/o .... 2,266 
Undecided ............................. 11.9% ....... 903 

12. Would you support allowing agricultural 
production of industrial hemp in Minnesota? 
(Industrial hemp could be used for such pur­
poses as clothing, rope, or paper production.) 

Yes ......................................... 62.9% .... 4,815 
No .......................................... 20.6% .... 1,575 
Undecided ............................. 16.5% .... 1,266 

After fairgoers marked their answers on the 
12-question opinion poll, they slipped them into 
an optic scanner to be tabulated. 

Note: The Legislature's survey is informal and unscientific. 
It is simply a measurement of the opinions expressed by 
those who took the time to fill out a questionnaire while 
visiting the House and Senate booths in the Education 
Building. 

The main purpose in conducting this opinion poll was to 
familiarize fairgoers with some of the issues that recently 
have been discussed by the Legislature and may be de­
bated during the upcoming Legislative Session. 

1997 Senate 'Interactive' 
Stadium Questionnaire 

Results 

A computer poll devoted to the Twins 
stadium issue was conducted to gather 
the opinions of Minnesotans who visited 
the Senate booth at the Minnesota State 
Fair. More than 3,500 people completed 
the survey. Here are the results. 
Percentage of respondents who: 
• support installation of slot machines at 

Canterbury Park to pay for a new 
stadium .................... 11.5% ......... 411 

• support an increase in cigarette taxes to 
pay for a stadium ..... 12.0% ......... 426 

• support creation of a state run casino to 
finance a stadium ... . 14.1 % ......... 502 

• do not support any state financing of a 
stadium project ....... 62.4% ...... 2,217 

Note: The Senate's computer poll was unscientific. It 
was simply a measurement of the opinions expressed 
by those who took the time to complete the ques­
tionnaire while visiting the Senate booth in the 
Education Building. 

Where to find information 
House Public Information Office 
175 State Office Building 
(612) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550 

This nonpartisan office provides: com­
mittee meeting schedules; legislator infor­
mation; and publications, including the 
Session Weekly newsmagazine, educational 
brochures for all ages, and member directo­
ries. All information is available at no charge. 

Most of what this office publishes can be 
viewed on the Legislature's World Wide Web 
page. To connect, point your web browser 
at: http://www.leg.state.mn. us 
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Minnesota Twins owner Carl Pohlad holds up a mock check for $100 million sent to him in a letter from 
a young Twins fan who wished for the money to help build a new outdoor ballpark for his team. Pohlad, 
who testified during an Oct. 24 hearing of a joint legislative panel, said he would contribute $111 million 
to the construction of a new stadium with a retractable roof for his ball club. 

ouse members rejected a variety of pro­
posals to fund construction of a new 
stadium for the Minnesota Twins during 

a lengthy Oct. 28 floor session, which came six 
days after lawmakers arrived at the Capitol for 
the 1997 Third Special Session. 

However, the issue may not be completely 
dead yet. The House agreed to reconvene Nov. 
13, when a final decision on the matter may be 
made. 

Vote after vote during hours of debate 
demonstrated a significant lack of consensus in 
support of any of the proposals - including 
public ownership, the use of lottery proceeds, 
and user fees generated at the facility- to help 
finance a stadium deal. 

"This is an issue that all of us have struggled 
with for a very long time," Rep. Dee Long 
(DFL-Mpls) said during the debate on House 
floor. Most people would like to keep the 
Twins in the state, Long said, but many also 
believe "the price is in excess of the benefit to 
the state." 

The only stadium bill to survive the day in 
the Legislature came from the Senate. Mem­
bers of the Senate approved an amendment 
offered by Sen. Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina) call­
ing for the state to buy the Twins and sell 
public shares in the team. The amendment 
was attached to a bill (SF2) after stadium 
financing provisions were deleted from the 
measure. Once the Terwilliger amendment 
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was attached, the bill passed on a 35-30 vote. 
A similar effort to pass a measure calling for 

public ownership of the ball club ran into 
opposition in the House. Majority Leader Ted 
Winter (DFL-Fulda) offered an amendment 
calling for not-for-profit community owner­
ship, with stock in the team being held by 
members of the public. 

"I think community ownership puts the fan 
and the team back together in the only way 
that makes sense," Winter said. 

But House critics of the public ownership 
proposal said it would not address the under­
lying economic problems of professional base­
ball in Minnesota and elsewhere. 

"Let's not count on government to solve the 
sickness that is baseball today," said Rep. 
Charlie Weaver (R-Anoka). 

Winter's amendment eventually was de­
feated on a 100-29 vote. 

Among the other proposals rejected by 
House members was a bill (HF2) calling for 
user fees to fund a portion of the stadium's 
price tag and for a referendum to be held in 
1998 to determine iflottery proceeds should 
go toward the project. That bill failed 104-25. 

House members' rejection of stadium fund­
ing proposals came just days after Twins owner 
Carl Pohlad appeared at joint meeting of the 
House Rules Committee and the Senate Taxes 
Committee and vowed that the team would 
contribute $111 million to the stadium deal, 
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with some of the money coming from the sale 
of naming rights for the new stadium and 
other sources generated by the facility. 

"I remember the joywe all felt in winning the 
World Series," Pohlad said during the meeting. 
"It's baseball that brought us all together." 

But lawmakers now see a public unified be­
hind an altogether different idea, that the state 
should not pay for a new stadium for the Twins. 

"In this case, the public sentiment is very 
clear," said Rep. Doug Reuter CR-Owatonna). 
"The public sentiment is that they do not want 
us spending one red cent of their moneyto bail 
out baseball." 

Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls) said people 
do not want to see public funds being spent on 
a sport that many consider to be in serious 
economic trouble. 

"The public, in this case, is right," Greenfield 
said. "It is not a lack of leadership in this 
Legislature. There are more important priori­
ties than baseball." ..&. 

A Twins fan sends a message to team owner Carl 
Pohlad during a 1997 game at the Metrodome. 
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June 26, 1997 

First Special Session 
Lawmakers passed four major bills during the 
First Special Session. A new education law pro­
vides $6.7 billion in state aid for education, 
lengthens the school year for all public schools, 
and provides parents with increased tax deduc­
tions for education expenses. In an effort to 
reduce drunken driving, legislators approved a 
bill that makes operators of boats, snowmobiles, 
and other off-road vehicles subject to the same 
DWI laws that apply to automobile drivers. 
They also passed an omnibus data practices law 
that primarily affects access to and dissemina­
tion of records by law enforcement agencies, and 
the treatment of student records. Another law 
ensures that Minnesota peace officers who have 
become disabled by duty-related injuries will 
have continued health coverage. 

Education and tax credits 

A new education law provides $6. 7 billion 
in state aid for education, lengthens the school 
year for all public schools, and provides par­
ents with increased tax deductions for educa­
tion expenses. 

The new law, which increases Minnesota's 
spending on education by nearly 15 percent 
during the next two years, is the main product 
of the First Special Session held June 26, 1997. 

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed the K-12 spend­
ing bill approved by legislators during the 
regular 1997 session because it did not include 
increased tax deductions and tax credits for 
education expenses such as tutoring, com­
puter hardware or software purchases, or pri­
vate school tuition. 

The new education law, which was approved 
after a month-long stalemate, is a compro­
mise worked out between the governor and 
legislative leaders in the waning hours before 
the First Special Session was set to begin. 

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Becky 
Kelso (DFL-Shakopee) and Sen. Larry 
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls). 

Here are some highlights of the new law. 

Tax deductions, credits 
The compromise agreement on tax credits 

and deductions for education contains three 
significant changes. First, the new law will 
more than double the state's existing tax de­
duction for education expenses. It will in­
crease from $650 to $1,625 for students in 
kindergarten through sixth grade and from 
$1,000 to $2,500 for students in grades seven 
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through 12. The deduction can be taken for 
costs including private school tuition, tutor­
ing, and transportation expenses. The new law 
also adds education summer camps and com­
puter hardware or software purchases to the 
list of deductible expenses. (The deduction is 
capped at $200 per family for computer hard­
ware and software expenses.) 

Secondly, the new law will allow families 
with an annual household income ofless than 
$33,500 to take advantage of a new tax credit 
of $1,000 per child or a maximum of $2,000 
per family. The tax credit allows qualifying 
families to be repaid for qualifying education 
expenses. The credit can be used for all the. 
items that qualify for the education tax deduc­
tion except for private school tuition. 

Finally, the new law will expand the state's 
working-family tax credit for families with 
children up to age 24 who are enrolled in 
school. Under current law, the maximum 
credit for a family with two or more children 
is $548. The new law hikes the maximum for 
such families to $914. The credit for families 
with one child willincreasefrom$332 to $553. 

The changes in tax deductions and new tax 
credits are effective beginning in 1998, as long 
as the state's November 1997 economic fore­
cast shows enough surplus revenue will be 
available in state coffers. (Art. 13, Secs. 1-3) 

Formula increases 
Effective July 1, 1997, a total of $5.2 billion 

is devoted to general education funding for 
school districts during the two-year budget 
cycle. 

r 
The law provides increases in the per-pupil 

funding districts receive for each year of the 
biennium. In fiscal year 1997, school districts 
received $3,505 per pupil. The new law adds 
$76in1998, bringingthe sum to $3,581. (Per­
pupil funds are distributed according to 
"weighted" attendance counts, which provide 
more revenue for secondary students than for 
elementary students.) 

In 1999, another $79 will be added, and 
other changes will impact the general educa­
tion funding formula during that year. Funds 
for teacher training that are now included in 
the formula will be placed into a separate 
account. The result is that the per-pupil 
amount will dip to $3,530 in 1999, but dis­
tricts will show a net gain in the dollars they 
receive. (Art. l, Sec. 37) 

Hardware, hard cash 
Effective July 1, 1997, $89.5 million is de­

voted to improving technology in schools and 
public libraries statewide. 

That includes $25 million for one-time pay­
ments to help school districts pursue improve­
ments in technology. The $25 million is to be 
distributed to districts on a per-pupil basis. 

Another $23 million for telecommunica­
tions access grants is available to help school 
districts and regional public libraries connect 
to the Internet. 

Also, the law includes $14 million for a 
competitive grant program to spur site-based 
efforts to enhance teaching and student 
achievement through the use of technology. 
Districts will have to provide matching funds 

A new state K-12 education funding law requires three more days of instruction in all public schools 
during the current school year. 
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to receive a share of the grant dollars. (Art. 9, 
Secs. 4, 12) 

More time in school 
During the 1998-1999 school year, all pub­

lic school students in Minnesota will spend 
three additional days in the classroom. State 
law sets no minimum for the number of days 
in a school year, but most districts schedule 
about 175 days of instruction. 

The law requires each district to add three 
days to the total number of instruction days 
the district formally adopted for its school 
calendar at the beginning of the 1996-1997 
school year. No additional funding will be 
provided to districts for the three extra days of 
classes. (Art. 6, Sec. 3) 

Help for at-risk kids 
The new law targets new levels of aid for at­

risk students. The law includes a $100 million 
increase in compensatory revenue, which is 
distributed to schools according to the num­
ber oflow-income students they serve. Effec­
tive July 1, 1997, a two-year total of $360 
million in compensatory revenue goes to 
school sites based' on a formula that considers 
the number of students at the school who 
receive free or reduced-price lunches. 

The increase in compensatory revenue was 
touted as a way to assist students who have 
failed or are likely to fail the state's basic skills 
tests required for high school graduation. 

The law stipulates that the funds can be 
used for additional hours in the classroom -
whether through a longer school day, week, or 
year - for at-risk students. The list of other 
activities for which the increased compensa­
tory revenue can be used includes remedial 
instruction, tutoring, teacher training, and 
materials and technology needed to meet the 
needs of individual students. (Art. 1, Secs. 12, 
51, 52) 

School choices 
School choices available to students and 

parents will be expanded by a variety of changes 
included in the law, including provisions that 
will increase the number of charter schools in 
the state and allow for new laboratory schools. 

Effective July 1, 1997, a provision in state 
law capping the number of charter schools 
allowed in Minnesota at 40 was repealed, and 
private colleges were added to the list of insti­
tutions - including school districts and pub­
lic universities - that can sponsor a charter 
school. 

The law provides $2.6 million in building 
lease aid for charter schools and $1.5 million 
for start-up grants to be used to create new 
charter schools or to convert existing schools 
to charter-school status. 
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The law also provides $2.5 million for the 
establishment of laboratory schools, which 
will operate under the auspices of 
postsecondary institutions and aim to foster 
innovative teaching techniques. (Art. 5, Secs. 
5, 13, 23, 28) 

Statewide testing 
Effective July 1, 1997, $5 million is devoted 

to implementing a statewide testing system 
designed to measure educational outcomes 
and foster accountability in public education. 

Separate laws passed by the 1997 Legisla­
ture require a system of uniform, statewide 
testing (HFl */SF3/CH1) and set the frame­
work for such testing to begin during the 
1997-1998 school year (HF2179*/SF1934/ 
CH138). 

Statewide testing has been touted by sup­
porters as a way to increase accountability in 
public schools by providing a reliable measure 
of student and school performance that can be 
compared to results from other districts and 
states. 

The omnibus K-12 fundinglawsimplypro­
vides the funds to implement the testing man­
dated in separate measures. (Art. 5, Sec. 28) 

Dropping out 
The law includes a provision that alters the 

state's compulsory attendance law. 
The state has long required anyone from 

age 7 to age 16 to be enrolled in school, but 
existing state law includes a change set to take 
effect for the 2000-2001 school year that would 
expand compulsory attendance to include 
everyone from age 7 to age 18. 

The new law eliminates the planned in­
crease in the compulsory instruction age to 18. 

Effective July 1, 1997, a provision in the new 
law establishes a process that allows students 
ages 17 and older to withdraw from school as 
long as they follow procedures designed to 
inform them of other available educational 
opportunities. The student and his or her 
parent or guardian are required to meet with 
school personnel to discuss options such as 
alternative secondary programs, charter 
schools, and schools in other districts. 

If the student does not elect to continue in 
an alternative setting, the student and his or 
her parent or guardian are required to sign a 
statement confirming the student's decision 
to drop out. (Art. 6, Secs. 1, 2, 7) 

First Special Session: HFl */SF8/CH4 

DWI laws stiffened 

Operators ofboats, snowmobiles, and other 
off-road vehicles will be subject to the same 
DWI laws that apply to automobile drivers 

under a new state law that includes many 
changes to crack down on drunken drivers. 

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a similar bill in 
early June because he objected to a provision 
that would have reduced the blood-alcohol 
limit for drivers under age 19 to 0.04 percent, 
instead of the 0.10 limit that applies to other 
drivers. 

When lawmakers returned for the First Spe­
cial Session June 26, they passed a DWI mea­
sure without the 0.04 percent provision for 
young drivers. The governor signed the 
proposal. 

The new law includes tougher penalties for 
drunken drivers, especially repeat offenders 
and those caught with a blood-alcohollevel of 
twice the legal limit. The law also includes 
tough new mandatory jail terms for multiple 
offenders. 

In 1996, law enforcement officers in Min­
nesota made 38,900 DWI arrests, up from 
33,355 the year before, according to the De­
partment of Public Safety. Alcohol-related 
crashes claimed the lives of 201 people in 
Minnesota last year, down from 246 the previ­
ous year. 

Last winter, 32 people were killed in snow­
mobile accidents - many of them alcohol 
related - across the state. The rash of deaths 
prompted legislative efforts to clamp down on 
the drunken operation of snowmobiles and 
other recreational vehicles. 

The new law offers stiffer penalties for DWI 
offenses in an effort to deter people from 
operating any motor vehicle while under the 
influence of alcohol. All of the provisions de­
tailed below are effective Jan. 1, 1998. 

Drivers of snowmobiles, motor boats, and 
other off-road recreational vehicles such as 
all-terrain vehicles will be subject to DWI laws 
that apply to automobile drivers. Most sanc­
tions, including the loss of a driver's license, 
will apply only to repeat offenders. 

All offenders will continue to be subject to 
a misdemeanor penalty and loss of operating 
privileges pertaining to that recreational ve­
hicle after a first offense, in accordance with 
current law. 

Penalties for drunken-driving of a snowmo­
bile, boat, or automobile will be cumulative. 
That means a person who has been caught for the 
first time operating a snowmobile while drunk 
would have it count as a second offense if he or 
she has an earlier conviction of driving an auto­
mobile while intoxicated. (Secs. 1-6, 28) 

The new measure was sponsored by Rep. 
Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. Leo 
Foley (DFL-Anoka) 

Here are other highlights of the new law. 



Plate impoundment, vehicle forfeiture 
The application of plate impoundment and 

vehicle forfeiture penalties will be advanced 
by one offense. Currently, a third DWI offense 
results in license plate impoundment and a 
fourth brings vehicle forfeiture. The new law 
will bring license-plate impoundment after a 
second offense and vehicle forfeiture after a 
third. However, a driver caught with a blood­
alcohol content of 0.20 percent (twice the 
legal limit) or higher will face license-plate 
impoundment on a first offense and vehicle 
forfeiture on a second. 

Current plate impoundment law permits 
the issuance of a special license plate for a 
vehicle if there is another person in the house­
hold who is licensed to drive. The new law 
authorizes peace officers to stop any vehicle 
bearingthe special plates to determine whether 
the driver is, in fact, a licensed driver. The new 
law also creates a $25 fee to get regular plates 
reissued following the impoundment period. 

Under current law, vehicle forfeiture oc­
curs in a judicial process following conviction 
for the qualifying DWI offense. The new law 
creates a streamlined administrative process 
for forfeiture and permits it to be triggered 
earlier, by the arrest for the offense, unless the 
person requests within 30 days a judicial re­
view. (Secs. 14-20, 43) 

The law also directs the commissioner of 
public safety to undertake a public awareness 
campaign to educate the public on the license 
plate impoundment and vehicle forfeiture 
laws. (Sec. 66) 

Blood-alcohol level 
Other provisions provide further penalties 

for those caught driving with a blood-alcohol 
level at least twice the legal limit. A first offense 
for a driver caught with a blood-alcohol level 
of 0.20 percent or more will be a gross misde­
meanor, subject to a minimum sentence of 30 
days incarceration (with work release); 48 
hours consecutive incarceration; or 80 hours 
of community service. (Currently, a first DWI 
offense is a misdemeanor; the second offense 
is a gross misdemeanor.) The period of driver's 
license revocation will double for those caught 
at or above 0.20 percent. And such violators 
could face a penalty assessment ofup to $1,000, 
in addition to the criminal fine ofup to $3,000 
for the offense. (Secs. 30, 36, 37) 

Penalties for multiple offenders 
Mandatory criminal penalties will be in­

creased for multiple offenders. A third DWI 
offense will result in a minimum 90-day jail 
sentence, with at least 30 days served. A fourth 
will mean a minimum 180-day sentence with 
at least 30 days served. A fifth or greater of­
fense will mean a one-year sentence with at 

least 60 days served. In all three cases, the 
remainder of any sentence not served in jail 
will have to be finished on home detention 
using electronic monitoring or under an in­
tensive probation program, during which no 
alcohol consumption is permitted. The law 
provides for a greatly increased use of the 
high-tech monitoring, which enables law en­
forcers to obtain breath test results through 
the telephone. (Sec. 34) 

Enhanced gross misdemeanor 
Repeat DWI offenders could face a new 

level of DWI crime called an enhanced gross 
misdemeanor. The new classification would 
be imposed for a third offense within 10 years, 
or a second offense if it involves a blood­
alcohol level of 0.20 percent or more. The 
enhanced gross misdemeanor would carry a 
maximum penalty of two years in jail and a 
$3,000 fine. (Sec. 30) 

'Not a drop' standard 
The new law also will apply a "not a drop" 

standard to school bus drivers. That means a 
bus driver or Head Start driver could lose his 
or her license if caught with any alcohol in his 
or her system while driving a bus. Currently, 
bus drivers are subject to a 0.04percent blood­
alcohol level. (Sec. 40) 

First Special Session: HFnone/SFl */CH2 

Omnibus data practices act 

A new omnibus data practices law primarily 
affects access to and dissemination of records 
by law enforcement agencies, and the treat­
ment of student records. 

A provision to classify legislative budget 
proposals and those of the attorney general's 
office as private data was deleted from the data 
practices proposal, because that provision 
prompted Gov. Arne Carlson's veto of the 
data practices bill passed during the 1997 ses­
sion. Such data from the Office of the Gover­
nor is classified as private, the result of a 1994 
law. 

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Mary 
Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights) and Sen. 
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley). 

Here are some highlights of the new law. 

Access by law enforcement 
The law malces it easier for law enforcement 

agencies to collect data on fugitives from the 
law if a fugitive happens to be collecting wel­
fare benefits. 

The law says that the address, social security 
number, and photo of food stamp recipients 
may be disclosed to law enforcement officers, 
effective Aug. 1, 1997, if the individual is fleeing 

to avoid prosecution or custody, or is violating a 
condition of probation or parole. (Sec. 5) 

The law also requires that the Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension (BCA), in conjunc­
tion with a criminal and juvenile justice infor­
mation policy group, report to the Legislature 
with a plan to make conviction records avail­
able at locations outside the BCA's central 
office. The report is due in January 1998. (The 
original House bill would have required the 
BCA to put certain criminal history data on 
the Internet, including a convicted criminal's 
identity and offense record, which already are 
considered public.) The BCA is currently re­
quired to provide that information at no charge 
through a computer monitor at its central 
office in St. Paul. (Sec. 46) 

Student records 
Juvenile justice officers, effective Aug. 1, 

1997, can obtain information about students 
from schools. That information could include 
the student's name, address, telephone num­
ber, birth date, school schedule, attendance 
record, photographs, and parents' names, ad­
dresses, and telephone numbers. (Sec. 3) 

Previous law required elementary and sec­
ondary schools to maintain student health 
records - mostly immunizations - forever. 
The new law, effective Aug. 1, 1997, requires 
schools to keep those records until a student 
turns 23. (Sec. 21) 

The law also loosens provisions regarding 
required tetanus and diphtheria (DPT) im­
munizations. Effective Aug. 1, 1997, a student 
who has received three doses, with the last 
received between the ages of 6 and 11, is not 
required to have additional immunizations 
for another 10 years. The law previously re­
quired that students in older grades must have 
had an immunization at 11 years of age or 
older. (Sec. 22) 

Another provision regarding student 
records, effective Aug. 1, 1997, makes it clear 
that school districts or school boards have the 
authority to enforce immunization require­
ments. Currentlawspecifiesthatstudentsmust 
submit those records within 30 days after en­
rolling in a new school, but does not say who 
has enforcement authority. The law also ex­
empts crisis nurseries from the immunization 
requirements for up to five consecutive days 
of attendance. (Sec. 20) 

Other provisions 
The law also allows some health care profes­

sionals, effective Aug. 1, 1997, to use addresses 
other than their home address for public pur­
poses. Advocates for the provision say it is 
necessary for security reasons. (Sec. 4) 

Homeowners in Washington and Ramsey 
counties, effective Aug. 1, 1997, must be asked 
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before a governmental agency could sell their 
names to commercial interests. Property own­
ers could request that their names and ad­
dresses be excluded. (Sec. 27) 

Other provisions address tax law. For in­
stance, effective July 1, 1997, the Internal Rev­
enue Service (IRS) can disclose to the state 
lottery the amount of a winner's delinquent 
state taxes if the individual wins $600 or more. 
Currently, the IRS is not notified unless some­
one wins at least $1,000. (Sec. 38) 

After July 1, 1997, the penalty for tax eva­
sion or aiding in evasion or attempted evasion 
is increased from a misdemeanor to a gross 
misdemeanor. (Sec. 43) 

Finally, effective Aug. 1, 1997, the law re­
quires that the public defender's office be 
provided with electronic access to public crimi­
nal and juvenile justice data. (Sec. 45) 

First Special Session: HFnone/SF7*/CH3 

August 19, 1997 

Second Special Session 
Lawmakers passed three major bills during the 
Second Special St:;ssion: a flood relief package 
that includes $55.3 million in new bond funds; 
a new law that increases Minnesota's minimum 
wage; and a measure that provides pay increases 
for state agency heads, the governor, legislators, 
and judges. 

Flood relief package 

When the Minnesota Legislature convened 
Aug. 19 for the 1997 Second Special Session, 
lawmakers moved quickly to pass the center­
piece legislation of the session, a flood relief 
package that includes $55.3 million in new 
bond funds. 

The new law will allow the state to borrow 
$55.3 million to fund a variety of projects 
aimed at rebuilding flood-damaged commu­
nities throughout the state. The law also dic­
tates how another roughly $20 million in flood 
aid will be spent. 

Lawmakers and the governor touted the 
flood relief measure as the center of the state's 
most generous disaster relief effort ever. A 
flood relief task force appointed by Gov. Arne 
Carlson recommended a total of $125 million 
in state aid for flood relief. The new law spends 
a good share of that amount. 

A separate law passed earlier this year de­
voted $21 million to flood relief. The new law 
rededicates much of the money-$20.3 mil­
lion - included in that earlier law. 

The task force's recommendations for a 
$125 million state commitment to flood relief 
included the $55.3 million in new state bor­
rowing, $20.3 million in general-fund appro­
priations rededicated from the earlier law, and 
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A flood relief package that includes $55.3 million in new bond funds will aid Minnesota communities 
affected by record floods during the spring of 1997. 

$24.5 million already committed to flood re­
lief from state agency budgets. (Another $1 
million comes from the state's petroleum tank 
release clean up fund.) 

The task force also called for $24 million to 
be included in 1998 bonding legislation for 
flood-control projects in five Minnesota cit­
ies. Lawmakers will consider that portion of 
the task force's recommendations next year. 

The law produced during the 1997 Second 
Special Session dictates how the $20.3 million 
in direct appropriations and $55.3 million in 
new bonding revenue will be spent. 

The law includes $30 million to provide the 
required state and local matching funds for fed­
eral disaster relief, including the state's $9 mil­
lion share of $50 million needed to buy out the 
estimated 1,000 damaged homes in flood plains. 

The law also sends $13.9 million to the 
Department of Natural Resources to be de­
voted to flood mitigation and protection 
projects. Specifically, $5 million is earmarked 
for grants to help local projects to prevent or 
alleviate flood damages, another $5 million is 
to help flood-proof publicly owned buildings, 
and $3 million is for flood protection mea­
sures such as levee repair. 

The flood relieflawwas sponsored by Rep. 
Jim Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) and Sen. LeRoy 
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls). 

Here's a look at other highlights of the flood 
relief law. 

Housing projects 
Housing projects receive $8.5 million, in­

cluding $4.5 million for a community housing 
rehabilitation program and $2 million for a 
program that provides loans and rent subsi­
dies for low-income families. 

Infrastructure needs 
Infrastructure needs are supported with $9 

million earmarked for sewer and water system 
repair and construction of new systems for 
new housing construction. Some of the money 
also is available for road and bridge work. 

Help for businesses 
A total of $8.2 million is devoted to efforts 

to assist businesses affected by flooding. That 
sum includes $1.2 million to help retain busi­
nesses in border communities where the risk 
of losing businesses and jobs to neighboring 
North Dakota or South Dakota cities is high. 

Repair work 
A total of $1.3 million is for the repair of 

farm buildings, driveways, and other facili­
ties. 

Second Special Session: HFl */SF4/CH2 

Minimum wage increased 

A new state law increases Minnesota's mini­
mum wage. 

Under the measure, the minimum wage for 
employees oflarge businesses (those with an­
nual gross sales in excess of $500,000) was set 
at $5.15 per hour beginning Sept. 1, 1997. 
Workers at smaller companies must be paid at 
least $4.90 per hour, effective Jan. 1, 1998. 

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed similar mini­
mum wage hike proposals in 1994 and 1996, 
and again after the regular 1997 Legislative 
Session. However, the governor signed a bill 
passed by lawmakers during the Second Spe­
cial Session held Aug. 19, 1997. 

The new law includes one significant provi­
sion the governor had sought in earlier 



proposals. The new provision allows employ­
ers to pay what is called an opportunity wage. 

The opportunity wage allows employers to 
pay a worker who is under 20 years old $4.25 
an hour during the first 90 days on the job. The 
new law also includes a provision prohibiting 
companies from displacing any employee -
including a reduction in hours or wages - to 
hire another person at the lower wage. 

Before the new law, there were three sepa­
rate minimum wage levels in Minnesota. Busi­
nesses with more than $362,500 in annual 
sales had to pay their workers at least $4.25 an 
hour, while companies with lesser sales had to 
a minimum of $4 per hour. A federally man­
dated $4.75 per hour minimum wage affected 
only those businesses with annual gross sales 
in excess of $500,000. The federal level in­
creased to $5.15 on Sept. 1, 1997. 

Another provision the governor had sought 
- a so-called tip credit - is not included in 
the new law. A tip credit would allow employ­
ers to pay tipped workers less than the mini­
mum wage on the logic that tips more than 
make up for the difference. Federal law allows 
states to enact the tip credit and many states, 
including those neighboring Minnesota, do. 
But Minnesota does not. 

The new law was sponsored by Sen. Randy 
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) and Rep. Jim Farrell 
(DFL-St. Paul). 

Second Special Session: HF2/SFI */CHI 

Pay increases for agency heads 

A new law provides pay increases for state 
agency heads, the governor, legislators, and 
judges. 

The measure passed with the support of 
Gov. Arne Carlson, who argued that increases 
in pay were necessary to attract and retain top 
candidates to lead state departments. It is the 
first pay increase for most department heads 
in 11 years. 

Under the new law, the governor's salary 
increases by 2.5 percent effective July 1, 1997, 
and by another 2.5 percent effective Jan. 1, 
1998. The end result is that the governor's pay 
will move from $114,506 to $120,303. 

Other constitutional officers, such as the 
lieutenant governor and the attorney general, 
also receive matching 2. 5 percent pay increases 
in July 1997 and January 1998. 

Salaries for state department heads are 
capped at either 75 percent or 85 percent of 
the governor's salary, under the new law. That 
means the top agency-head pay allowed will 
reach $102,258 in January 1998. 

Under previous law, salaries for most de­
partment heads were capped at $67,505 or 
$78, 500, depending on the agency. 

Individual department heads do not auto­
matically receive raises. Pay increases within 
the new salary ranges must be recommended 
by the governor and approved by the Legisla­
ture. 

The new law also calls for a 5 percent in­
crease in the salary legislators receive, effective 
Jan. 4, 1999. The state constitution requires an 
election - in this case, the 1998 House elec­
tion - to fall between the time a salary in­
crease for legislators is approved and the time 
it takes effect. 

Legislators now receive an annual salary of 
$29,657. The new law will bump legislators' 
pay to $31,140. 

The new law also increases salaries of Su­
preme Court, Court of Appeals, and District 
Court judges by 4 percent on July 1, 1997, and 
again by 5 percent on Jan. 1, 1998. 

(That means the pay for District Court 
judges is capped at $86,834 after July 1, 1997, 
and at $91,175 after Jan. 1, 1998.) 

Judges will see further pay raises in January 
1999 and January 2000 that will match the 
average salary adjustment for state employees 
during the previous year. 

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Loren 
Solberg (DFL-Bovey) and Sen. RoyTerwilliger 
(R-Edina). 

Second Special Session: HF3/SF2*/CH3 

Oct. 23, 1997 -

Third Special Session 
Lawmakers have passed three major bills during 
the Third Special Session: a resolution calling on 
the federal government to prevent professional 
sports teams from being lured away from cities 
and states; a bill to temporarily restore food 
stamps for legal immigrants with children to the 
level they received before the welfare system was 
revamped; and a bill to help cover the costs of 
dealing with a health threat that forced the 
closing of Crooked Lake Elementary School in 
Andover, Minn. The Third Special Session had 
yet to adjourn when this publication went to 
press. 

Professional sports teams 

State lawmakers approved a resolution Oct. 
28 calling on the federal government to take 
action to prevent professional sports teams 
from being lured away from cities and states. 

The resolution states that professional sports 
are valuable assets for communities and that 
the use of public resources to attract or retain 
sports franchises has created" counterproduc­
tive economic competition" that is to the det­
riment of everyone except team owners. 

The resolution calls on Congress to con­
sider action to discourage the movement of 

sports teams and to prohibit the use of public 
resources to encourage franchise owners to 
move. The resolution also suggests that sports 
leagues be prohibited from blocking commu­
nity ownership of sports teams. And the reso­
lution asks that Major League Baseball's 
exemption from antitrust laws be repealed. 

House members approved the measure on a 
121-3 vote. The Senate vote was 63-0. Copies 
of the resolution will be sent to members of 
Congress and officials in all 50 states. 

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. 
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) sponsored the 
resolution. 

Third Special Session: SF22*/HF9 

Food stamps restored 

The Legislature approved a bill Oct. 28 to 
temporarily restore food stamps for legal im­
migrants with children to the level they re­
ceived before the overhaul of the welfare 
system. 

Federal welfare reform measures that took 
effect this year cut food stamps for legal immi­
grants, but the state enacted welfare reform 
legislation earlier this year that restored food 
stamps for legal non-citizen families at 60 
percent of the former level. 

(Another law passed earlier this year pro­
vides supplements to help legal immigrants 
without children to purchase Minnesota­
grown food products.) 

The bill approved by the Legislature during 
the 1997 Third Special Session calls for legal 
immigrant families to receive food stamps at 
the full level they received before welfare re­
form. Without it, such legal immigrants with 
children could receive only $38 a month for 
food. The bill makes them eligible for about 
$63 a month. 

Only those legal non-citizens who resided 
in the state on July 1, 1997, will be eligible for 
thehigheramountinfoodstamps. That change 
will effect about 10,000 people. The House 
passed the measure on a 129-0 vote. The Sen­
ate passed it 61-0. 

The bill calls for the change to be in effect 
until June 30, 1998, or until the Minnesota 
Family Investment Program-Statewide 
(MFIP-S) is operative in the recipient's home 
county. After MFIP-S is implemented, the 
legal immigrants will be eligible for food sub­
sidies under that program. 

MFIP-S is a welfare-to-work program that 
allows welfare recipients to accept entry-level 
jobs and continue to receive some public as­
sistance. The program also provides some job 
training for those who need it. The idea be­
hind the program is that it will help to support 
people as they gain work experience and even-
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tually move off the welfare rolls and into bet­
ter-compensated jobs. The program is to be 
implemented in all counties across the state 
between Jan. 1, 1998, and March 31, 1998. 

The bill calls for slig~tly more than $2 mil­
lion to be spent to provide the higher amount 
in food stamps, but the measure will not re­
quire new spending. Money approved for other 
uses in ear lier welfare reform legislation will be 
reallocated to support the food stamp changes. 

Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. 
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored the bill. 

1997 Third Special Session: HF18/SF21 * 

Health threat funding 

A bill approved by the Legislature will pro­
vide funds to help cover costs necessary to deal 
with a potential health threat that forced the 
shutdown of Crooked Lake Elementary School 
in Andover, Minn. 

Anoka-Hennepin School District officials 
moved quickly to close the school and make 
arrangements to continue classes elsewhere 
after significant mold infestation was discov­
ered in the ceilings of classrooms. 

The mold problem, believed to be the result 
of storm damage earlier this year, has created 
a headache for the district, which could face a 
total of $2.5 million in repair and moving 
costs by the time the problem is completely 
resolved. , 

The bill will provide $500,000 to help the 
district deal with some immediate concerns. A 
total of $250,000 is for costs ofleasing space to 
temporarily serve as classrooms for the school's 
pupils and transporting the children to the 
temporary facilities. Another $250,000 will 
pay for repairs related to the indoor air prob­
lems created by the mold. 

House members approved the bill 125-1. 
The Senate vote was 56-6. 

Rep. KathyTingelstad (R-Andover) and Sen. 
Leo Foley (DFL-Anoka) sponsored the bill. 

Third Special Session: HF20/SF8* 
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Oct. 12, 1925 - Oct. 15, 1996 

tri James Isaac Rice 
Family and friends gathered Oct. 18, 1997, 

to celebrate the life and times of the Minne-
sotaLegislature's "Orator Extraordinaire," Jim 
Rice. Literary genius, champion of justice and 
the arts for many, distinct sense of humor for 
some, gruff to a few, soft to his grandchildren; 
he was respected by all. 

Three months before he was to retire for 
health reasons after spending 26 years in of­
fice, Rep. Rice died at about 9:30 p.m. Oct. 15, 
1996, at his State Office Building desk at a time 
when no one else was around, doing what he 
loved- being a legislator. 

Members and staff had just celebrated his 
71st birthday that af­
ternoon, and he had 
entertained them with 
his quips and quotes. 

the members were listening, then slowly said, 
"Gloat and laugh over the triumph of injured 
people. Enjoy your hour in the sun, but time 
will befall you. Mark my words!" Then he 
slammed down the microphone, sat down, 
leaned back, and closed his eyes as if oblivious 
to anything going on. 

On a less serious note, he would sit at his 
desk in the chamber and often would appear 
to be asleep or at least nodding. On one occa­
sion, after a very long debate on a not so 
exciting bill, the vote was taken. The Speaker 
then said, "There being 59 ayes and 73 nays, 
the bill did not pass." Rice sat up suddenly and 

said to his deskmate, 
"What the hell did we 
just vote on? Did we 
kill it?" 

Rice was an elder 
statesman of the Min­
nesota House of Rep­
resentatives and the 
long-time chair of the 
Economic Develop­
ment, Infrastructure 
and Regulation Fi­
nance Committee. In 
that capacity, he was a 

A staff member 
once told the story of 
Rice entertammg 
guests at a party with 
some lengthy quote 
by Plato. He paused 
in mid-sentence, The late Rep. Jim Rice imitated J.D. Rockefeller 

passing out dimes to the poor during a 1991 rally closed his eyes, and 
to protest proposed tax cuts for the wealthy. began to snore. 

major exponent of state funding to the arts 
community and for a new Minnesota History 
Center. 

A month before he died, Rice was honored by 
the Minnesota Orchestra for his outstanding 
contributions to the arts. According to the J anu­
ary 1994 issue of Showcase, an orchestra publica­
tion, Rice, who was rarely one to accept accolades, 
said " ... his involvement in the arts stemmed 
from the everyday people who produce it." 

"He spoke for thousands who found them­
selves voiceless," said 
Eamon Rice, one his eight children. He 
marched with Martin Luther King, fought for 
the poor, and fought for his working class 
neighborhood in north Minneapolis and those 
in other parts of the state. He spoke often and 
told many stories about his friends - "Smil­
ing Mike," "Cheat the Gas Company Vic," 
"Andy the Polish Adonis," and "Gunnysack 
Olson" - all of whom received "no respect." 

Labor members knew him well, for he made 
the rights of labor workers one of his major 
causes - and he never had a union card! The 
long-time public servant was noted for his 
oratory on the floor of the House. He is well­
remembered for chastising colleagues who 
voted in support of a bill to cut back on 
workers' compensation. Rice rose to speak, 
scanned the chamber until he knew most of 

Twenty minutes later, 
he awoke, continued expounding where he 
stopped, never missing a word! 

For manyyears, Rice's end seat in the House 
chamber was three rows back from the main 
desk, just left of the main aisle. That spot on 
the floor is distinctive because of the nature of 
the acoustics in the chamber. A whisper from 
that seat can be heard by only one person. 

Often, that one person heard one-liners 
like, "Sounds good to me!" or "Sit down you 
nitwit!" And once, during a long and boring 
explanation of a bill by a member, Rice turned 
to a colleague and whispered, "Never murder 
a man who is committing suicide!" 

Shortly before he died, Rice's tender side 
was exemplified in a letter he wrote to his 
grandson, John Con or, upon hearing that John 
had learned to read. John read the letter at his 
grandfather's funeral. An excerpt states: " ... 
how wonderful that news was to me .... Your 
ability to read is better than any toy in the 
world: it will never break. ... It will be your 
best friend. It will help you to love other 
people and they will love you .... It will teach 
you about the world and all the people in the 
world ... ' .We are all very proud of you and 
thank you for your hard work." 

Thank you, Representative Rice, for all your 
hard work. 

-LeClair G. Lambert 



Resting on the banks of the Minnesota 
River with a population of just more 
than 3,000 lies the predominantly Scan­
dinavian city of Granite Falls, the seat of 
Yellow Medicine County. 

Located about 40 miles southwest of 
WiJlmar, the site of the 1997 Harvest 
Moon Mini-Session Oct. 15-17, Granite 
Falls hosted several Minnesota House 
committee hearings that week. 

The area was first settled by the Sioux, 
and later by settlers from the Eastern 
United States and Scandinavia. 

Perhaps the town's greatest claim to 
fame is that it was the hometown of U.S. 
Rep. Andrew J. Volstead. The 
congressman's former home now houses 
business offices and a museum devoted 
to his life and work. 

In 1920, Volstead chaired the House 
Judiciary Committee, which is why the 
law that enacted Prohibition became 
known as the Volstead Act. 

His involvement with the effort to out­
law alcohol in the U.S. largely accounts 
for Volstead's name recognition, but the 
Republican wanted to be known more 
for his work on behalf of farmers during 
his 20 years in Congress. 

One of Volstead's most notable agri­
cultural initiatives allowed farmers to 
form cooperatives to negotiate for better 
prices for their goods. Before 1922, farm­
ers had no effective way of bargaining 
with flour miJlers and other trusts for fair 
..JJdces, 

Volstead considered the problem and 
helped write the Capper-Volstead Act, 
which permitted farmers to join together 
to negotiate a better price. 

Andrew J. Volstead 

Photo from Men of Minnesota, 
published by R. L Polk and Co., 1915 

Liberty! The American Revolution 
The most important part of living in a de­

mocracy is to participate in it, and the best way 
to do that is to make the most of your 
education. 

And if some of the students from Northeast 
Middle School in Minneapolis didn't believe 
that when they heard legislators say it, they 
could talk to one of our Founding Fathers, 
Thomas Jefferson, who backed them up em­
phatically. 

Well, it wasn't actually Thomas Jefferson. It 
was Clay Jenkinson, a Jefferson impersonator. 
Jenkinson, 42, a history professor at the Uni­
versity ofN evada-Reno, is giving his Jefferson 
impersonation around the country in prepa­
ration for "Liberty! The American Revolu­
tion," a six-part PBS documentary on the 
people, ideas, and events that led to July 4, 
177 6. It will be shown throughout the coun­
try Nov. 23-25. 

Jenkinson was speaking to stu­
dents in the House chamber 
Oct. 14. N orwest Bank, 
which is sponsoring 
the documentary, has 
donated a teaching 
video edition and cur­
riculum for the docu­
mentary to schools in 
communities where the 
banks are located. North­
east Middle School won a 
drawing to come to the Capi­
tol and hear Jenkinson speak. 
He then answered questions 
from the middle school stu­
dents, who were sitting in the 
very chairs in which their rep­
resentatives make laws. 

"This can only work if we are well-educated. 
We must have all of our citizens generally 
well-educated if we want to improve our­
selves. Without it, I do not think we can have 
liberty,'' he said. 

Jenkinson/Jefferson then opened it up for 
questions, and there were many. Several asked 
personal questions, like the number of chil­
dren he had (six, four of whom died in child­
hood), how old was he when he became 
president ( 5 7), and who was his greatest influ­
ence (his father, Peter Jefferson, who died 
when Jefferson was 14). One asked what he 
meant when he wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "All men are created equal." 

An excellent question, he said, and he took 
the opportunity to talk about slavery, and his 
ownership of slaves. 

"It's a bad thing. I thought it would 
ruin the United States. In my time, I 

was the foremost American advo­
cate for freeing slaves," he said, 

adding that he sponsored 
futile legislation to do 

that while in Virginia's 
colonial legislature. 

"I owned slaves, 
I had 200 slaves. I 
tried to treat my 
slaves as well as I 
could," he said. 

However, he felt 
it would be problem-

atical to release slaves in 
one fell swoop into a land 
where they were not wel­
come as equals, he said. 
That explanation was 
good enough for Kyle 
Brown, an African­
American seventh­
grader. 

"It was very in­
teresting and I'm glad to 
see he wasn't a racist," he 
said. 

Jenkinson, wearing a red wig, 
knee breeches, and white 
stockings, spoke as though he 
actually was our third presi­
dent. During his time, he 
said, "the only people who 
were educated were wealthy. 
The average citizen lived in a 
house with no books, except 
the Bible and Shakespeare," he 
said. 

To improve on that, educa­
tion was expanded eventually 

Clay Jenkinson 
portrays Thomas Jefferson 

The students 
from Minneapolis and 
their parents are repre­
sented in the House by 
Rep. Len Biernat (DFL­
Mpls), who was pleased 

to become free and compulsory for everyone, 
which he called very important for a 
democracy. 

"The individuals have been emancipated 
from the constraints that have existed,'' he 
said, "so they're free to educate and govern 
themselves." 

they were able to come to the Capitol. 
"It's a pretty good program. We're doing 

things to interest the youngsters," he said. 
And it was interesting to Kyle. "I liked it 

very much. It was very interesting and educa­
tional,'' he said. 
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Willma'r, Minnesota 
Mean daily minimum temperature in January, in degrees Fahrenheit .................... 2 
Mean daily maximum temperature in July, in degrees Fahrenheit ......................... 85 
Average annual precipitation, in inches ................................................................. 25.2 
Elevation of Willmar, in feet above sea level.. ...................................................... 1,131 
Area of Willmar, in square miles .......................................................................... 13.08 
Population of Willmar, 1950 ................................................................................. 9,410 

in 1970 ............................................................................................................... 12,869 
in 1990 ............................................................................................................... 17,531 
in 1996 ............................................................................................................... 18,959 

Year Willmar was established as the Kandiyohi County seat .............................. 1871 
Population of Kandiyohi County, 1950 ............................................................. 28,644 

in 1970 ............................................................................................................... 30,548 
in 1990 ............................................................................................................... 38,761 
in 1996 ............................................................................................................... 41,040 

Number of households in Willmar ....................................................................... 6,980 
in I<andiyohi County ....................................................................................... 14,480 

Employees ofJennie-0 Foods, Inc., Willmar's largest employer ....................... 1,700 
Number of turkey recipes at ((Gobble Tall< USA," Jennie-O's web site .................. 57 
Employees of Willmar Poultry Co., Willmar's second-largest employer .......... 1,000 
Places of worship in Willmar ..................................................................................... 27 

Protestant churches ................................................................................................. 25 
Acres of park land in Willmar .................................................................................. 300 
Number of lakes in Kandiyohi County ................................................................... 361 
Number of seats in Willmar Civic Center ............................................................ 4,000 
Hotels and motels in Willmar .................................................................................... 10 

Number of rooms .................................................................................................. 498 
Retail sales in Willmar, 1985 ................................................................... $155,399,952 

in 1995 ................................................................................................... $317,965,364 
Number of Willmar Senior High School graduates who became astronauts ........... 1 
Number of space shuttle missions flown byWillmar's George "Pinky,, Nelson ..... 3 

Sources: Willmar Convention & Visitors Bureau; Willmar Area Chamber of Commerce; 
Minnesota Department of Trade & Economic Development; Minnesota State Lottery; 
www.jennieo.com; Kandiyohi County Historical Society. 
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For more information 

~ 
For general information, call: 

House Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 

Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 

House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

For up-to-date recorded message 
giving committee meeting times and 
agendas, call: 

Committee Hotline 
(612) 296-9283 

a 
(o l 

The House of Representatives can be 
reached on the World Wide Web at: 

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us 
,,...._ 
••••• •••• •..=..::..• 

Teletypewrlter{TTY) 

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired. 
To ask questions or leave messages, 
call: 

TTY Line (612) 296-9896 or 
1-800-657-3550 

Check your local listings to watch House 
committee and floor sessions on TV. 

This document can be made available 
in alternate formats. 


