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MINI-SESSION REPORT

Paul Christ, vice president of Dairy Planning and Dairy Operations, Land O’Lakes, Inc., testifies
before the Agriculture Committee and about 300 Albany area farmers. Rep. Jeff Bertram (DFL-

Paynesville) acted as committee chair.
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Town meeting

Hundreds of Alexandria residents
and people from surrounding commu-
nities turned out for a town meeting
with legislators Nov. 17. Those in the
meeting hall who stepped to the
microphone to speak up called on
lawmakers for tax relief, stronger child
abuse laws, and long-term health care
plans for the baby boom generation
and AIDS patients.

A local realtor talked about a
possible housing crisis in the next
decade that will result in a lack of
affordable housing. A student and an
instructor from the Alexandria Techni-
cal Institute complained of the strin-
gent rules for getting financial aid, and
told of space needs throughout higher
education. All-day kindergarten
opponents cautioned legislators about
the move from half-day sessions to all-
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day, every day sessions. They cited
problems with classroom space and
money.

Legislators say it’s not likely
they’ll mandate all-day kindergarten. If
anything, they may provide options for
at-risk kids and those districts that
want all-day kindergarten. They’ll
also address property tax and health
issues in the upcoming session.

Some who testified at the town
meeting commended legislators for:
upholding child care sliding fees;
continuing the Farm Mediation
Program; enforcing child support
payments; supporting Aid to Families
with Dependent Children (AFDC)
reform; and increasing the minimum
wage.
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Lottery

“Should the Minnesota Constitution
be amended to allow the state and
nonprofit, charitable organizations to
run lotteries?”

HF4 (Osthoff, DFL-St. Paul), one
of four lottery proposals in the General
Legislation, Veterans Affairs and
Gaming Committee, would put that
question on next year’s general
election ballot.

Supporters testifying at that
committee’s hearing Nov. 18 say
there’s strong evidence that most
Minnesotans favor a lottery and want
to remove the constitutional prohibi-
tion. They say if legislators pass the
bill, and voters in this state approve the
Iottery, the games could generate from
$60 to $100 million a year.

“If we look at what that [extra
revenue] would mean to education
we’re talking roughly $1 per pupil unit
for each million generated,” says Rep.
Bob Johnson (DFL-Bemidji), sponsor
of HF218, a lottery bill that would give
proceeds to public education.

Of the 24 lottery states, nine
dedicate proceeds to education. Lottery
opponents question whether Minnesota
wants to teach young people that the
way to make it in the world is a matter
of picking the right number in a daily
game. They maintain the state should
not get into the lottery business nor
should it promote gambling.

House members have been talking
about a lottery since the mid-1970s,
but have never moved a lottery bill out
of committee discussion. A year ago,
the Senate passed a bill calling for a
constitutional amendment for a lottery,
but it died in a House committee.
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Home seller’s disclosure

The “American Dream”—a family,
acar, a house. Lynn and Rhonda
Peterson thought they’d achieved at
least part of the dream when they gave
up their old house to move to a larger
one in 1985. But, Lynn Peterson says,
shortly after moving in, they uncov-
ered substantial defects, forcing them
to leave and causing the city to tag the
house as “aninhabitable.”

Peterson told the Housing and
Community Development Subcommit-
tee of the Economic Development and
Housing Committee Nov. 18, that he
supports HF1678. The bill, according
to author Rep. Alice Johnson (DFL-
Spring Lake Park), would require
residential home sellers to fill out a
“statement of condition” disclosing
any defects they’re aware of in the
property. Johnson calls the bill a
“lemon law” for houses.

If the sale involves a real estate
agent, HF1678 would require the
agent(s) to sign the statement of
condition acknowledging that he or she
has “conducted a reasonably compe-
tent and diligent visual inspection of
the property’s accessible areas.”

Randy Fischer, Minnesota Associa-
tion of Realtors (MAR), says his
organization opposes this proposed
requirement. Fischer, and other area
real estate agents, told the committee
they don’t have the expertise to
represent the detailed property descrip-
tion the bill would require, and that to
expect them to do so would invite
lawsuits. Realtors do support volun-
tary seller’s disclosure, says Fischer,
and MAR is now drafting such a form.

The committee took no action on
the bill. Chair Rep. Richard Jefferson
(DFL-Mpls) says he plans to hold at
least two additional hearings on
HF1678 before the 1988 Legislature
convenes.

ep. Ann Wynia (DFL-St. Paul), House majority leader, talks with Cleo Gundershg,reie

council president at the Knute Nelson Nursing Home in Alexandria.




Bank closings

“The people who get hurt when a
bank fails are the people who had loans
at that bank,” says atiorney Randy
Roth of the Farmers Legal Action
Group. And, she says, dealing with the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC) is a major problem communi-
ties face in the wake of a bank failure.

The Financial Institutions and
Insurance Committee invited Roth,
Commerce Commissioner Mike Hatch,
FDIC representative Craig Rice, and
residents from Minnesota communities
experiencing bank failures to discuss
problems and procedures at a Nov, 17
meeting in Alexandria.

General confusion and panic top the
list of problems farmers have when the
FDIC takes over after a bank fails, says
Roth. The rules governing loans and
paybacks change and people often
don’t understand why, she says.

Todd County farmer Bill Decker
had a loan at the Farmers State Bank of
Clarissa. He told committee members
that he had problems dealing with
FDIC personnel after the bank failed in
1986. The FDIC agents made unrealis-
tic agricultural property appraisals,
says Decker, and didn’t seem to know
much about general farming practices.
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Rep. Bill Schreiber (IR-Brooklyn Park), House minority leader, examines residents’ craft worl

With financial assistance from the
1986 Legislature, Roth developed the
Farmers’ Guide to FDIC to assist
farmers, advocates, attorneys, and local
business people to know what to
expect and learn how to deal with
FDIC agents. Though the federal gov-
ernment directs FDIC policy, she had
several ideas for possible legislation on
the state level. Roth suggests that the
Legislature impose restrictions on how
the FDIC conducts business with farm
debtors, including setting specific time
limits for certain decisions.

Rep.Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls),
committee chair, plans no immediate
action on these issues, but says the
committee will continue to monitor
post-closure FDIC procedures.

Rural health care

“We’re committed to our
mission...to provide care whenever it’s
needed to whomever needs it, regard-
less of the person’s ability to pay,”
says Ron Jacobson from Stevens
Community Memorial Hospital in
Morris. But, he says, the amount of
money to pay for those services, along
with salaries, supplies, and equipment,
is dwindling.

during a visit to the Knute Nelson Nursing Home.

Medicare reimbursement rates are a
major problem, according to many
speakers who addressed the Health and
Human Services Division of the
Appropriations Committee at the
Fergus Falls Regional Treatment
Center Nov. 16. In 1983, Congress
passed legislation which assumes that
rural physicians and hospitals have
lower operating and maintenance costs
and therefore should receive lower
payments for the same services urban
physicians and hospitals provide. But
committee member Rep. Bob Ander-
son (IR-Ottertail) points out, “It costs
as much to run our hospitals out here
as it costs to run them in urban areas.”

The state Medicaid reimbursement
payment system creates another
problem, says Jacobson. As of August
1985, a set rate per diagnosis deter-
mines all payments for hospital care
which, he says, doesn’t always cover
costs. And according to Glen Christian,
Minnewaska District Hospital,
Starbuck, the state may take four to six
months to pay a claim.

Other health care professionals
mentioned concerns, including: some
health maintenance organizations’
(HMOs) decision to pull out of several
Minnesota rural counties; lack of
reimbursement for marriage and family
therapists” scrvices now that the state
requires licensing; lack of funds to care
for AIDS patents; and the need to
continue operating state Regional
Treatment Centers to care for mentally
and physically handicapped individu-
als.

Chair Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-
Mpls) says the committee will continue
hearings on rural health care in the
months before the 1988 legislative
session begins.
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Student Shawn Regan testifies before the Education Committee during a meeting at
St. Cloud Apollo High School.

AGRICULTURE

Monday, Nov. 16

e Discussed federal milk issues as they
relate to Minnesota’s dairy economy;
heard testimony on the creation of a
milk price stabilization board.

» Milk price stabilization board
HF1000 (Krueger, DFL-Staples)—
heard.

Tuesday, Nov. 17

e Heard an update from the Farm
Credit Services on land sales, general
Iegal changes, and the status of the
Beginning Farmer Program; heard
testimony on high school vocational
agriculture issues.

APPROPRIATIONS
Education Div./Approps.

Monday, Nov. 16

o Toured the University of Minnesota
campus at Morris.

Health & Human Services Div./
Approps.

Monday, Nov. 16

» Heard testimony from area health
care providers on access to health care
in rural Minnesota. (See Highlight)

State Departments Div/Approps.
Tuesday, Nov. 17

¢ Visited Lake Oscar and discussed
high water problems; toured Lake
Carlos public access site; viewed a
groundwater geophysics demonstra-
tion; and viewed a slide presentation
on a biology erosion control project.

COMMERCE

Monday, Nov. 16

¢ Discussed tourism with the Minne-
sota Office of Tourism and Operation
Walleye.




ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
& HOUSING

Monday, Nov. 16
 Heard a presentation on the Greater
Minnesota Corporation.

Housing & Community Develop-
ment Subc./Econ. Dev. & Housing
Wednesday, Nov. 18

» Residential Real Estate Transfer
Disclosure Act

HF1678 (A. Johnson, DFL-Spring
Lake Park)—heard. (See Highlight)

EDUCATION

Monday, Nov. 16

» Heard public testimony on all-day
kindergarten, age of compulsory
attendance, and the length of school
day and year.

Education Finance Div./Educ.
Monday, Nov. 16

« Discussed school district finances;
heard profiles of Elbow Lake, Fergus
Falls, and Herman school districts, and
the ValEd Cooperative Projects.

Joint Library Sube/Educ.
Tuesday, Nov. 17
e Toured the Alexandria Library.

School Facilities Subc./Educ.
Wednesday, Nov. 18

o Toured school facilities in Osakis,
Villard, and Alexandria.

ENVIRONMENT

& NATURAL RESOURCES
Wednesday, Nov. 18

* Discussed a proposal to require
degradable plastic packaging by 1991.
* Heard Waste Management Board and
Pollution Control Agency overviews
on comprehensive recycling (recycling
everything that contributes to the solid
waste stream).

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
& INSURANCE

Tuesday, Nov. 17

 Heard brief overview of reasons
HMOs are discontinuing seniors’
coverage in several rural Minnesota
counties.

» Heard public testimony on bank
closings in Minnesota. (See Highlight)

GENERAL LEGISLATION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS &
GAMING

Wednesday, Nov. 18

e Heard testimony on lottery proposals.
(See Highlight)

» Lottery—constitutional amendment
HF4 (Osthoff, DFL-St. Paul)—heard.

* Lottery—proceeds for education
HF218 (R. Johnson, DFL-Bemidji)—
heard.

« Lottery agency—creation

HF1270 (G. Anderson, DFL-Belling-
ham)—heard.

» Lottery board—established

HF633 (Kostohryz, DFL-North

St. Paul)—heard.

GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS

Tuesday, Nov. 17

» State building, fire codes—
administration

HA34 (DeBlieck, DFL-Milroy)—
heard.

« Heard testimony on combining
administration of the state building
code and uniform fire code.

HEALTH & HUMAN
SERVICES

Tuesday, Nov. 17

Meeting in Alexandria:

 Adopted a resolution urging the
University of Minnesota to maintain its
Public Health Nursing Program and to
re-examine cutbacks in the Baccalaure-
ate Nursing Program.

 Heard testimony from area nursing
home resident councils.

Meeting in Hoffman:

» Heard overview and testimony

on Developmental Achievement
Centers’ issues.

JUDICIARY

Civil Law Subc./Judic.

Monday, Nov. 16

 Heard public testimony on tort issues.

LABOR-MANAGEMENT
RELATIONS

Tuesday, Nov. 17

e Heard an overview of the Department
of Labor and Industry’s Occupational
Safety and Health Act (OSHA)
program and proposed changes to the
program.

LOCAL & URBAN AFFAIRS

Monday, Nov. 16

» Local government—regulation of
state mandates

HF518 (Simoneau, DFL-Fridley)—
heard.

» Heard public testimony on state
mandates and the effects they have on
local units of government.

TAXES

Monday, Nov. 16
« Heard public testimony on tax
changes enacted in 1987.

TRANSPORTATION

Tuesday, Nov. 17

» Discussed railroad abandonments,
the development of regional rail
authorities, and short line railroads.




More than 350 Alexandria-area residents listened to Rep. Robert E. Vanasek (DFL-New Prague), Speaker of the House, and other state representativesata
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Florencio DeLeon, AT student body president, called on lawmakers to review present Kathy Ray, Barrett, questio
stringent rules for financial aid. AIDS concerns.
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Rep. Gordon Voss (DFL-Blaine), Taxes Committee chair, answers
residents’ questions about the 1987 Omnibus Tax bill during the
town meeting in Alexandria.

Morris Wirth, a Brandon farmer, talks to House members about the automatic tax
increase provision in the 1987 tax law. k




If you have a copy of the 1987 Session Summary, please note these changes.

Page 118, third column:

Medical assistance—

hospice payments
HF1417*—Segal, Clark, Ogren
SF1293—Brandl, Piper, Marty,
Samuelson, Vickerman

Chapter 374:

¢ includes payment for hospice care
services under medical assistance

; g ; : ol
patient).

Enactment: June 2, 1987
Effective: July 1, 1988

Article I—Income Tax
e increases the state elections campaign
check-off to $5 single/$10 married;

Page 167, first colummn:

Taxes—omnibus bill
HF0529*—Voss, Norton, Vanasek,
Rest, McLaughlin

SF0445—D.J. Johnson

Chapter 268:

e generates $691.0m over the next bi-
ennium from individaatineeme; sales,
corporate, and other miscellaneous
taxes;

Page 167, third column, table on
individual income tax rates and
brackets:

Single—1987

0 --$3,000 4%
$3,001  -$9,000 6%
$9,001 - $16,000 8%
$16,001+ 9%

Head of Household—1987

0 - $3,500 4%
$3,501 - $10,000 6%
$10,001 - $18,500 8%
$18,501+ 9%

» establishes a tax on al filers who are
subject to the federal surtax equal to
10 percent of the federal surtax,
beginning in tax year 1988 (to elimi-
nate the benefit of the lower federal
rate bracket and personal exemptions
for higher income taxpayers);

Page 168, first column:

- repeals net operating and capital loss
carrybacks for corporations;

o extends the carryforward period
from § to 15 years;

Big Ole, the world’s largest Viking statue,
greets visitors in downtown Alexandria.
He’s 28 feet tall and weighs 12,000 pounds.
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Sen Mel Frederick-IR

A John Burger-IR
B e Gerald Knickerbocker-IR
Sen Gen Olson-IR

A Leonard "Len” Price-DFL
B = Patrick "Pat” Beard-DFL
Sen AW (Bill) Diessner-DFL

A e Bob Neuenschwander-DFL
B e Loren A Solberg-DFL
Sen Bob Lessard-DFL

Ae Marcus M Marsh-IR
B e David B Gruenes-IR
Sen James C Pehler-DFL

Ae MR “Bob" Haukoos-IR
B e Leo J Reding-DF L
Sen Pat Piper-DFL

A Sally Olsen-IR
B = Gloria M Segal-DFL
Sen Phyliis W McQuaid-IR

A e James | Rice-DFL.
B Richard “Jeff" Jefferson-DFL
Sen Carl W Kroening-DFL.

A Bob A Johnson-DFL
B = Anthony G Kinkel-DFL
Sen Bob Decker-IR

B o Jerry J Bauerly-DFL
Sen Charles R Davis-DFL.

A Don L Frerichs-IR
B s Eiton R Redalen-IR

Sen Duane D Benson-IR

Ao Craig H Shaver-IR
8 o Jim Heap-IR
Sen Jim Ramstad-IR

A John Sama-DFL
B e Phyllis Kahn-DFL

Sen Lawrence J Pogemiller-DFL

A's Tom Rukavina-DFL
B e Lona A Minne-DFL.
Sen Ronald R Dicklich-DFL

A e Harold F Lasley-DFL
8 o Loren G Jennings-DFL
Sen Randolph W Peterson-DFL.

‘1
16
7
1 8 A e Jerome "JP" Peterson-DFL
19

A e Gil Gutknecht-IR
B « David T Bishop-IR

Sen Nancy Brataas-IR

Ae Ann H Rest-DFL
B e Lyndon R Carlson-DFL
Sen Ember D Reichgott-DFL

Ao Des Long-DFL
B o Todd H Otis-DFL.
Sen Allan H Spear-DFL

Sen Douglas J Johnson-DFL

A e Glon H Anderson-DFL
B e Howard G Miller-IR
Sen David J Frederickson-DFL

A s Virgil J Johnson-IR
B e Gene P Pelowski-DFL
Sen Steven Morse-DFL

A Linda J Scheid-DFL
B o Phil Carruthers-DFL
Sen William P Luther-DFL

A s Karen Clark-DFL
B o Peter McLaughiin-DFL
Sen Linda Berglin-DFL

Ae Willard Munger-DFL
B e Mike Jaros-DFL.
Sen Sam G Solon-DFL

A« Stephen E Dille-IR
B o Roger M Cooper-DFL
Sen John Bemhagen-IR

A= Gary L Schafer-IR
B e KJ McDonald-IR
Sen Earl W Renneke-IR

Ae Mary Murphy-DFL
B e Ben Boo-IR
Sen Jim Gustafson-IR

A= Bob McEachern-DFL
B« Tony D Onnen-IR
Sen Betty A Adkins-DFL

Ae Becky Kelso-DFL
B e Bob Jensen-DFL
Sen Robert J Schmitz-DFL

Ae Dale A Clausnitzer-IR
B = Wiiliam H "Bill" Schraiber-IR
Sen Tad Jude-DFL

B = Wes Skoglund-DFL

61 A s Leo Greenfield-DFL
Sen Donna C Peterson-DFL

Ao Darby Nelson-DFL
B = Joel Jacobs-DFL

Sen Gene Merriam-DFL

A o Ken Nelson-DFL
B e Joan D Wagenius-DFL
Sen John E Brandl-DFL.

A Kennath “Ken® J KIudt-DFL
B « Marvin K Dauner-DFL
Sen Keith Langseth-DFL

Ae David P Battaglia-DFL.
B o Joseph R Begich-DFL

Ao Torry M Dempsey-IR
B = Allen J Quist-IR
Sen Dennis R Frederickson-IR

A Eileen J Tompkins-IR
B« Dennis D Ozment-IR
Sen Darril Wegscheid-DFL

Ae ErnestA Larsan-DFL
B o Joseph Quinn-DFL
Sen Gregory L Dahl-DFL

A e John T Rose-IR
B o Ann Wynia-OFL
Sen John J Marty-DFL

B = Bob Anderson-IR

0 A= Dennis J Poppenhagen-iR
Sen Cal Larson-IR

A e John W Dorn-DFL
B  Marcel “Sal" Frederick-IR
Sen Glen Taylor-IR

Ae Connie Morrison-IR
B e Arthur W Seaberg-IR
Sen Howard A Knutson-IR

B » Wayne Simoneau-DFL

5 1 A Alice M Johnson-DFL
Sen Don Frank-DFL.

A= Kathleen O Vellenga-DFL
B » Howard R Orenstein-DFL
Sen Richard J Cohen-DFL

Ae Chuck Brown-DFL
B e Clair L Nelson-DFL
Sen Charles A Berg-DFL

Ao Robert E Vanasek-DFL
B e Peter Rodosovich-DFL
Sen Clarence M Purfeersi-DFL

A BertJ McKasy-IR
B o Bob Milbert-DFL.
Sen James P Metzen-DFL

A Gordon O Voss-DFL
8 o Daniet J Knuth-DFL.

Sen Steven G Novak-DFL

A e Andrew J. Dawkins-DFL
B = Sandra L Pappas-DFL
Sen Donald M Moe-DFL

Ae Don H Richter-IR
B s Rick Krueger-DFL
Sen Don Anderson-IR

A = Steve A Sviggum-iR
B » Bob Waltman-IR
Sen Lyle G Mehrkens-IR

A= Chris M Tjornhom-iR
B e Phillip J Riveness-DFL
Sen Michael O Freeman-DFL

Ae Tony Bennett-IR
B « Brad G Stanius-IR

Sen Fritz Knaak-IR

A e Tom Osthofi-DFL
B « Richard “Rich* O'Connor-DFL
Sen Gene Waldort-DFL

B = Steve Wenzel-DFL
Sen Don Samuelson-DFL

A« Norman R DeBlieck-DFL.
B e Andy Steensma-DFL

Sen Gary M DeCramer-DFL

Ae John Himle-IR
B e Kathleen A Blatz-IR

Sen William V Belanger, Jr.-IR

Ae Don J Valento-IR
B = Richard Kostohryz-DFL

Sen Jerome M Hughes-DFL

A e Randy C Kelly-DFL
B o Steve Trimble-DFL
Sen Marilyn M Lantry-DFL.

A e Paul Anders Ogren-DF L
B e Douglas W Carison-IR
Sen Florian Chmielewski-DFL.

1
I
12
1 3 A Paul M Thiede-IR
14

Ao Theodore "“Ted" Winter-DFL
B e Katy Olson-DFL
Sen Jim M Vickerman-DFL
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New members of the Minnesota Legislature

DAWKINS, Andrew J. (DFL) House District 65A
371 State Office Building . .(612) 296-5158
Home: St. Paul

788 Charles Ave. 55104 ...ccvviveeriniricrnieereeeee s (612) 224-6270
*Business: St. Paul

767 University Ave. 55104 ......coevimneennenennerrreecsnsnensens (612) 297-9827
Born: 7/50. Single. Education: BA, history/political science, Hamline Uni-
versity; JD, Temple University School of Law. Occupation: Attorney.
representative Fred C. Norton (DFL-St. * Elected: Nov. 3, 1987 (special election). Term: 1st. Committees: Eco-
Paul) whoresigned to become a judge on - +nomic Development & Housing; Education; Metropolitan Affairs; Regu-
the Minnesota Court of Appeals. ' lated Industries.

House District 65A; Rep. Andrew J.
Dawkins (DFL.-St. Paul) replaces former

DeRAAD, Dale L. (IR) House District 30B
323 State Office Building .cee.. ..(612) 296-8635
*Home: Waseca

3 Summit Lane 56093 .....cooccoeveieeie et (507) 835-2546
Business: Waseca

212 15th Ave. NE, Suite 1040 56093 ..c..oovvevvecericrererenne. (507) 835-5340
Born: 5/51. Married: Wife: Cindy, 2 children. Education: Vocational/
technical school. Occupation: Accountant/businessman. Elected: Nov. 3,
1987 (special election). Term: 1st. Committees: Future & Technology;
Governmental Operations; Higher Education; Judiciary.

House District 30B; Rep. Dale
DeRaad (IR-Waseca) replaces former
representative Jerry Schoenfeld (DFL-
‘Waseca) who resigned to become direc-
tor of the Rural Development Board of
the Greater Minnesota Corporation.

DECKER, Bob (IR) Senate District 4
151 State Office BUilding ..ccccecosscucosososcossonsrscsossacssnsssasasene (612) 296-0415
*Home: Bemidji

Route 5, BoX 267 56601 ...ocuveeereriiiireeeeeeee oo eee e (218) 586-2486
Office: Bemidji
Bemidji State University
204 Bangsberg Hall 56601 ......vovvuieemerereeicriceeteeeseesrevseenne (218) 755-3944
Born: 11/22. Married: Wife: Jackie, 3 children. Education: Southwest
Texas State College; ‘BS, MEd, PhD; agricultural economics, agricultural
education, Texas A & M University of Agriculture. Elected: Nov., 3, 1987
(special election). Occupation: College professor. Committees: Agricul-
 ture; Education; Education - Higher Education Division; Governmental

Operations.

Senate District 4; Senator Bob
Decker (IR-Bemidji) replaces former
senator Gerald L. Willet (DFL-Park
Rapids) who resigned to become com-
missioner of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency.

. *Prefers interim mail at this address

Judge Edward Wilson, Ramsey County District Court, swears L Rep. Da d (IR-Waseca) ¢ K?S‘:th  0a
in newly-elected Rep. Andrew Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul). o ~ Judge Robert Forsythe, Hennepin
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Speaker of the House: Robert Vanasek
Majority Leader: Ann Wynia
Minority Leader: William Schreiber

LmdaSkoglund and daughters Jenny, 4, and Anne, 5-1/2, view the Kensington Runestone at the

Fort Alexandria Agricultural Museum.

Kensington Runestone

In 1898, farmer Olaf Ohman dug up a
carved stone from the roots of an
Aspen tree on his land near Kensing-
ton. University of Minnesota language
experts translated the ancient Scandi-
navian characters (rune) to tell a tale of
Vikings visiting the area in 1362:

“Eight Goths [Swedes] and 22 Nor-
wegians upon a journey of discovery
from Vinland westward. We had a
camp by two sherries [rocks], one
day’s journey from this stone. We
were out fishing one day. When we
returned home, we found 10 menred
withblood and dead. Ave Mariasave
us from evil. Have 10 men by the sea
to look after our vessel 14 (or 41)
days’ journey from this island. Year
1362"

The stone of greywack rock stands 31
inches high, 16 inches wide, 6 inches
thick, and weighs 202 pounds.
Historians believeit’s a standard 200-
pound Viking ship ballast stone.






