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Welcome...

Welcome to the 81st session of the Minnesota Legislature.

This issue of Session Weekly begins our 16th year of providing easily digestible
highlights of committee and floor action from the Minnesota House of Representatives.
Each week of coverage begins and ends on Thursday afternoons.

Each issue is published on Fridays throughout the session. In each issue you will find
the committee schedule for the coming week — all the information you will need to
attend committee hearings, all of which are open to the public.

The “First Reading” section in this issue takes a look at the opening day of the 1999
session. In other issues, it will focus on specific bills of major importance to the general
public. We’ll also provide you with articles each week about the Legislature and state
government that will help you follow the legislative process.

“Highlights” will give you an understandable synopsis of bills discussed in commit-
tees. Other informational features such as “Bill Introductions,” “It’s a Fact!” and the
“Minnesota Index” will be helpful as you follow proceedings throughout the session.

Each week we’ll also introduce you to the newest members of the House, beginning
this week with Reps. Gregory Gray (DFL-Mpls) and Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan).

We continue to use soy ink and 50 percent recycled paper with a 20 percent post-
consumer content. And Session Weekly can be viewed on-line via a link from the
Legislature’s World Wide Web site (http://www.leg.state.mn.us), where other lists,
directories, and publications by House Public Information may also be found.

We hope you like our nationally recognized newsmagazine. Please contact us if you
have suggestions for improving the Session Weekly, if you need answers to general
questions, or if you need further help in following the Legislature.

The House Public Information Office is in Room 175 of the State Office Building. The
phone numbers are (651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550. Also, you can call our hotline
at (651) 296-9283 after-hours to get an update on committee hearing times and agendas.

—The staff
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First Reading

The 81¢ Legislative Session . .

AR

——

Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives take the oath of office Jan. 5.

By Grant Martin

Following one of the most interesting elec-
tion years in Minnesota’s history, members of
the House of Representatives opened the 81st
Legislative Session Jan. 5 with discussions of
bipartisan — even tripartisan — cooperation.

Speaker-to-be Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon)
smiled from ear to ear as he greeted members
at the House chamber door before the gavel
dropped.

He has reason to smile.

Under Sviggum’s leadership, Republicans
have grabbed something they haven’t held
since 1986 — the majority.

Republicans gained seven seats last Novem-
ber, creatinga 71-63 split. The majority allows
Republicans to name the speaker and com-
mittee chairs, and gives the caucus power to
set the agenda.

In a chamber stuffed with family and friends,
Chief Justice Kathleen Blatz administered the oath
of office to members, including 21 freshmen.

To no one’s surprise, Sviggum was elected
speaker over the minority candidate Rep. Tom
Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul) by a 72-61 vote.
One DFLer crossed over to vote for Sviggum.

In nominating speeches, members praised
Sviggum as a person of integrity, common
sense, and kindness. Members said thathe had
“earned the honor of being speaker” through
his six years of hard work as minority leader.

In his acceptance speech, Sviggum

promised the people of Minnesota that he will
work with DFLers.

“I pledge to bring cooperation and a bipar-
tisan attitude to the House of Representatives
and to the governing of this great state,”
Sviggum said.

Sviggum told members that he looks for-
ward to a close working relationship with
Pugh, who will serve as DFL minority leader.
He also had kind words for the two former
speakers, Reps. Irv Anderson (DFL-Int’] Falls)
and Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center).

“I will work hard to handle this podium
with the same professionalism that you did,”
he said.

Sviggum also pledged to work with Gov.
Jesse Ventura. He said heagreed with Ventura’s
words at his inauguration that those in public
service should “do their best and do it with
honor.”

“The citizens of this state deserve no less,”
Sviggum said.

Addressing the public, Sviggum promised
that tax cuts would be high on the agenda for
the House.

“You have my word that this body will
permanentlyand significantly cutyour taxes,”
he said.

Having just been sworn in the day before,
Secretary of State Mary Kiffmeyer had the
honor of convening the session.

Kiffmeyer spoke to legislators about avoid-

Speaker Sviggum calls for cooperation, tax cuts

ing the dangers of partisanship. She passed
alongadvice that her father gave her when she
was learning to drive.

“Keep your eyes down the road a little bit,”
she said. “The car will follow.”

Kiffmeyer said that members should look
past partisanship and special interests and
focus on their own principles.

“The legislative car will follow,” she said.

The Tuesday opener also marked the kick-
off of what many say could be one of the most
interesting legislative sessions in Minnesota
history. Three parties will be vying to set the
agenda of the state’s government, with Re-
publicans controlling the House, DFLers con-
trolling the Senate, and a new Reform Party
governor.

The projected $1.5 billion budget surplus
may provide the first challenge to state’s new
government.

House Republicans held a press conference
Jan. 6 to announce their plans for a quick
rebate totaling $1.1 billion, along with other
initiatives. Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty (R-
Eagan) noted that his caucus was the first to
deliver its legislative goals.

“Weare proud to be the firstleg of the three-
legged stool that forms the government in
Minnesota to come out with an agenda,” he
said.

Although full details of the income tax re-
bate plan were not released, leaders said it
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would be based on taxes paid and would be

returned as soon as a mechanism for payment

could be set up.

Ventura has disagreed with the timing of
Republican proposals. Arguing that the sur-
plus exists now only as a projection, he has
suggested that the funds should only be re-
turned at the end of the fiscal cycle when all the
money has been actually collected. Under
Ventura’s plan the rebates would be sent out
some time after June 30.

House DFLersarealso critical of the Repub-
lican plan, saying that the rebate would dis-
proportionately benefit high-income
taxpayers. Democrats favor a continued ap-
proach of property tax relief and reductions.
Here are some other issues that legislators will
consider.

+ Taxes: Following several years of surplus
budgets, House Republicans have an-
nounced that they are working on a perma-
nent income tax cut. DFLers have proposed
permanent property tax cuts, which they say
would provide more equitable tax
reduction.

* Tobacco settlement: Minnesota received its

first payment of the $6.1 billion settlement

from tobacco companies this year, and leg-
islators will decide what to do with the
money. Ventura has proposed creating an
endowment to fund medical research. House

Republicans propose to use the money for

tax cuts and to fund MinnesotaCare.

Education: Ventura campaigned heavily on

the issue of reducing class sizes in

Minnesota’s publicschools. Republicansand

DFLers agree. The question that remains is

how to do it, and those plans should be

forthcoming.

+ Farm crisis: With pork prices at a historic

low, Minnesota farmers are feeling the

crunch. Republicans and DFLers are work-
ing on plans to provide relief to farmers.

Budget: The governor will be submitting his

budget for the biennium before the middle

of February. Withanew governor, this means
new funding initiatives and priorities for
state agencies. @,

Where to find

information

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides copies
of bills at no charge, all agendas for House
sessions, and the Journal of the House.
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!"""‘" Could St. Paul be a cold Lincoln?

) -1 There’slittle doubt that the issue of unicameralism will come before
W lawmakers during the 1999 legislative session.
i 4 . o .

The past two sessions have seen at least nine bills proposing that the
(leT:Da:l1¢l state Legislature be reduced to a single lawmaking body.
And this year, the topic could have stronger support than before.
Gov. Jesse Ventura and House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon), a longtime fan of
unicameralism, have both indicated they would favor efforts to consider the one-body
system in the North Star State.

Currently, Nebraska is the only state with a unicameral legislature, meaning that
one house instead of two passes legislation. The District of Columbia, Guam, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands also operate with unicameral assemblies.

Nebraska’s 49 legislators have been elected on a nonpartisan ballot since the state’s
first unicameral session in 1937. Each lawmaker represents about the same number
of people as members of the Minnesota House do.

Previous bills in Minnesota for a unicameral system have recommended as many
as 135 members, which would closely resemble the current House membership (134).

There is no party leadership in the Nebraska system. Leaders and committee
members are elected by the whole body on a regional or geographic basis. Committee
chairs are elected on the floor by secret ballot, and a nine-member Executive Board
(chosen by the whole body) prepares a slate of committee members, which the full
body then approves by a floor vote.

Because a significantamount of time is spent in floor debates, the Nebraska session
lasts 30 days longer than the Minnesota session, starting in early January and ending
in late May or early June.

Unlike the Minnesota Legislature, there is no constitutional deadline for adjourn-
ment, but the Unicameral has several other deadlines to prevent last-minute bill
introductions and hasty passage of omnibus bills. All general appropriation bills must
be passed 10 legislative days before the session ends, and general revenue bills must be
passed five legislative days before adjournment.

NEB. MINN.
Members 49 134 (House)/67 (Senate)
Term limits NO NO
Overlapping YES NO
terms
Staff 5/member 3/member

40 session temps 190 session temps

$50 million
$10.85/capita
$274,000/legislator

$15 million
$9.15/capita
$312,000/legislator

Costs per year

Salary $12,000/year $31,140/year

Per diem $83/day (session only) $56/day (session

and interim official business)

Source: Nebraska’s Unicameral Legislature, January 1998, House Research
Department.




Week in Review . . . Jan.5-7,1999

Highlights

AGRICULTURE

Not so high on the hog

Members of two House agriculture com-
mittees attempted to get to the meat of low
hog prices and how they impact Minnesota at
a joint hearing Jan. 7.

Representatives from many sectors of the
agriculture industry — from economists to
farmers to processors —agreed that prices are
at a historic low, but they did not find much
other common ground.

“We are concerned about the hog issue and
its impact on the broader farm sector,” said
Rep. Bob Ness (R-Dassel), chair of the House
Agriculture Policy Committee. “Good deci-
sions are based on the best available informa-
tion, reasoned thought, and input from the
people involved.”

Although the stated purpose of the hearing
wasn’t to discuss solutions, Ness hinted that
any recommendations would dovetail with
expected federal assistance for vexed hog pro-
ducers. He also suggested that the ultimate
solution should be a public-private partner-
ship “to provide a measure of market stability
for farmers.”

Also suggested was
aproperty tax decrease
targeted at smaller
pork producers.

Hog prices began
falling several months
ago and bottomed out
in early December,
when prices paid to
producers fell under
10 cents per pound.
That’s lower than av-
erage prices paid to
farmers during the
Great Depression, and
about one-fourth of
what is generally be-
lieved to be a break-

even point for
producers.
The precipitous

drop in prices has
meant huge losses for
many farmers, some of
whom may be forced
to discontinue opera-
tions.

Who gets the blame depends upon perspec-
tive, but many who testified said the explana-
tion is simple.

“Production is far ahead of what was ex-
pected,” said Perry Aasness, assistant com-
missioner with the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture. Actual hog numbers have risen
10 percent over last year, nearly triple federal
predictions.

Compounding the problem is a bottleneck
in meat-packing operations caused by the clo-
sure of three plants in the past year, a wide-
spread lack of workers, and an influx of
Canadian hogs due to record low dollar
exchange rates.

On the upside, lawmakers learned that de-
mand for pork is at record levels and more
pork than ever is being shipped to foreign
markets. Recent efforts by the federal govern-
ment have begun making a dent in the prob-
lem, and prices have risen slightly.

Although by some estimates over 10,000
producers will eventually go under before
market prices rebound, not all are hurting.
Producers who have signed contracts with
packers have seen only slight fluctuations in
the price they’ve received for hogs.

Much of the debate centered on the effect

o = =

Jim Joens Jr.of Wilmont, left, says that he cannot get a decent price for his hogs because other producers
have contracted with meat packers. Scott Hislop of Mapleton, right, says he gets a good price because
he signed a contract. Both testified before a joint hearing of the House Agriculture Policy and House
Agriculture and Rural Development Finance committees Jan. 7.

— and even the legality — of those contracts.
“Contracts are the problem,” said veteran
hog farmer Bernie Herkenhoff of Alexandria.
“There is no mistake about it. None. The
farmers with contracts aren’t looking at the
market signals; they just keep producing.”

He added that contracts take away incen-
tives for the market price to fluctuate.

His view was shared by Nobles County pro-
ducer Jim Joens Jr. who said he believes as
much as 63 percent of the hogs in Minnesota
are raised on a contract basis.

Rep. Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda) suggested
contracts may be discriminatory and there-
fore illegal.

“If the only difference between receiving
the contract price or the market price is this
piece of paper, then that’s discrimination,” he
said, waving several sheets over his head.

But producer Scott Hislop of Mapleton and
several others said that contracts were part of
an overall strategy for successful farming.

Paul Zimmerman of Waseca, chair of the
Minnesota Farm Bureau Swine Committee,
said he first heard of contracts in 1994 but he
declined to secure one because his economic
risk was low at the time. Two years later, after
borrowing money to expand, contracts weren’t
only more attractive,
they were required by
hislendinginstitution.

A spokesman for
Hormel Foods Corp.,
which uses contracts
extensively, said the
practice has kept a
steady stream of high-
quality hogs flowing
into the Austin com-
pany.

Most  of  the
company’s contracts
are with small- and
medium-sized grow-
ers, said Brian Stevens,
a Hormel executive.
He said the contracts
have become a neces-
sity because pork pro-
duction is moving
away from the Mid-
west to states such as
North Carolina, Texas,
and Oklahoma, where
environmental regula-
tions are lax and tax
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breaks are more common. He said the
company’s efforts have also kept the pork
industry in Minnesota strong.

Stevens said Hormel is often criticized for
its size but that the size of production opera-
tions has grown, too. Today, 50 percent of the
pork produced comes from the largest 50 grow-
ers, only one of which is in Minnesota.

Stevens also said his company is not slack-
ing in its processing capacity. Workers at the
Austin plant put in 78,000 overtime hours in
the eight weeks prior to Christmas.

The panel also heard testimony regarding
the spread between what farmers are receiving
for live hogs and what consumers pay for pork
product in the stores. While the price of pork
chops and other products has been falling, it
hasn’t dipped as noticeably as live hog prices.

Members of the House Agriculture & Rural
Development Finance Committee attended
the hearing along with their colleagues on the
policy committee.

BUDGET

Lawmakers eye the surplus

The projected $1.5 billion budget surplus
was the subject of an informal audit by mem-
bers of the House Ways & Means Committee
Jan. 7.

Finance Commissioner Wayne Simoneau,
Assistant Finance Commissioner Peggy Ingison,
and State Economist Tom Stinson gave an over-
view of the process by which the Department of
Finance formulatesits projectionsand answered
questions from the members.

According to the department, the $1.5 bil-
lion surplus comes from three identifiable
sources. The largest portion — $803 million
—isfromincreased revenues due to the unan-
ticipated strength of Minnesota’s economy.
Higher wages and capital gains drove this
increase.

The state also will collect $46.1 million this
fiscal year from tobacco companies in the first
payments from the state’s $6.1 billion settle-
ment. In addition, $262 million comes from
lower than projected expenditures.

Ofthe $1.5 billion, $608.8 million is already
spent under current law. The 1998 Legislature
stipulated that this money would be appropri-
ated if a budget surplus occurred.

The Legislature allocated $400 million to
pay cash for bonding projects in last year’s
bonding law. Also, legislators dedicated $8.8
million to go to a budget reserve account and
$200 million to a tax reform account.

That leaves $953 million of undedicated
funds.
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The Department of Finance is also project-
ing a $1.8 billion surplus for the 2000-2001
biennium. A new budget forecast is due in
February.

Building code problems

HOUSING

The number of agencies responsible for the
state building code would be reduced from
five to two under a bill that is expected to be
introduced this session.

A group of legislators discussed the over-
lapping oversight of state building and fire
codesataJan. 7 Legislative Audit Commission
meeting. The Office of the Legislative Auditor
released its report on the state building code at
the meeting.

According to the report, enforcement of the
building and fire code is currently shared by
the State Board of Electricity and the depart-
ments ofadministration, health, public safety,
and public service. Several other agencies also
have input in inspecting and reviewing build-
ing plans for public buildings.

Disagreements between building and fire
officials and poor coordination between the
various state agencies has caused unnecessary
delays in construction, the report states. A
possible solution would be to give one depart-
ment responsibility for developing and en-
forcing the building code.

Several people at the meeting said input
from the different organizations is critical be-
cause each hasa different area of expertise. Pat
Bloomgren, director of the health department’s
Environmental Health Division, said public
buildings must comply with federal regula-
tions, which vary depending on the type of
building. Any restructuring would need to
include people with experience in those areas,
she added.

State Fire Marshal Thomas Brace added
thathis department has unique areas of exper-
tise, such as sprinkler systems and other fire-
protection equipment.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) said it
would be more realistic to divide the respon-
sibilities between the public safety and admin-
istration departments. Wiener, who chairs the
Legislative Audit Commission, said she plans
to introduce such a bill this session, and Rep.
Lynda Boudreau (R-Faribault) plans to intro-
duce a version of the bill in the House.

“The goal is to take down some of those
barriers and make the process more stream-
lined, with public safety being utmost impor-
tant,” Wiener said.

TAXES

Top billing for tax rebate

Minnesota taxpayers would benefit from
nearly $1.1 billion in rebates this year, under
the first bill introduced in the House this
session.

HF1 is sponsored by Rep. Ron Abrams (R-
Minnetonka), chair of the House Taxes Com-
mittee. The bill calls for a 20 percent income
tax rebate to be returned within 60 days of
enactment.

The proposal’s designation as the session’s
first bill is a signal that the measure is a top
priority for House leaders. The rebate plan
outlined in the bill was included by Republi-
can leaders in an agenda outline announced
Jan. 6. The bill was formally introduced Jan. 7.

“We feel that Minnesota families are paying
too much to the government’s house and not
beingable to keep enoughin their own houses,”
said House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-
Kenyon), a co-sponsor of the bill.

Under the bill, those who paid $1 to $150 in
state income taxes in 1997 would receive back
the entire amount. Those who paid more than
$150 would get the $150 plus 20 percent of
taxes paid in excess of that amount. The re-
bates would be capped at $3,800 for single
people and $7,600 for couples.

Tax proposals have not been common as
the first House file to be introduced in recent
sessions. Measures such as wetlands preserva-
tion, jury membership, and farm funding have
topped the House’s agenda in past years.

In 1997, the first bill introduced proposed
repealing funding caps for K-12 education
that had been established by the previous Leg-
islature. Welfare reform topped the House’s
agenda in 1995, and in 1993 a streamlined
House commiittee structure was proposed first
— an issue which Republicans also took up
after gaining the majority this past November.

Although hisbudget recommendations have
not yet been made public, Gov. Jesse Ventura
has indicated support for an income tax re-
bate. However, he differs with legislators on
the timing of the rebate. Ventura has said he
would prefer waiting until the end of the fiscal
year to return the money, while legislators are
proposing the rebate be effective 60 to 90 days
after the bill passes.

Sen. Doug Johnson (DFL-Tower) is spon-
soring SF1, which calls for a 22 percent in-
come tax rebate. The Senate bill calls for a cap
of $900 for single people and $1,800 for mar-
ried couples who filed a joint tax return. A
$313 minimum is also part of the proposal.

HF1 was referred to the House Taxes
Committee.



Speaker of the House. . .

Sviggum promises balance, openness in House

By Sandy Donovan

ew House Speaker Steve Sviggum has
been alawmaker for 20 years, but it’s his

experience as a high school basketball
referee that gives him confidence as he as-
sumes his new post.

“Once you've called a foul on someone’s
daughter or someone’s son and they don’t
thinkit’safoul, onceyou’ve heard those heated
words and those criticisms from the sidelines,
you can come to St. Paul and take on any-
thing,” he said.

Sviggum (R-Kenyon) traded in his role of
minority leader — a job he held since 1993 —
for the speaker’s post after leading his caucus
in 1998 to gain its first House majority in more
than a decade.

He said the switch will call for a different
kind of leadership style, and he pledges to be
fair to members on both sides of the aisle.

“I'm truly and honestly going to try to be
speaker for the entire House, not just an advo-
cate of the Republican position,” he said.

And he said a new level of cooperation will
beneeded between the Republican-controlled
House, DFL-controlled Senate, and Reform
Party governor.

“Ithink that all of us are trying to cozy up to
each other,” Sviggum said. “None of us by
ourselves — not the House, not the Senate,
and not Governor Ventura — can enact legis-
lation alone.”

Still, Sviggum said the tripartisan setup
won’t stall the legislative process.

“I'm optimistic that it’s not a formula for
gridlock, but that the opposite is true, that it’s
a formula for balance and for openness,” he
said.

To that end, Republican caucus meetings
will continue to be open to the press.

“The strategies, the decisions, and the op-
tions are going to be much more available
than in the past to the press and to the citi-
zens,” Sviggum said.

And the new speaker has already overseen a
change in committee structure that he said
will streamline the lawmaking process. With
five fewer total committees than last year,
Sviggum said the new structure will line up
more closely with the Senate committee struc-
ture and allow for increased efficiency in con-
ference committees.

Also this year, spending bills will go directly
from finance committees to the Ways and
Means Committee, eliminating a stop at the
related policy committees.

1l
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When he’s not keeping things in order in the House, Speaker Steve Sviggum is a basketball referee. Here
he officiates a boys state high school tournament game.

“I think that’s appropriate from the stand-
point of trying to keep the bills as clean as
possible, not getting policy issues into appro-
priations bills,” he said. “I’'m not going to say
I can entirely prevent that from happening.
This is an attempt to do so.”

But, Sviggum stresses, neither a third-party
governor nor a new committee structure will
distract his caucus from focusing on a top-
priority.

“First and foremost we need to pass a sig-
nificant, permanent tax cut,” he said.

Education reforms will also be high on the
House Republicans’ agenda this year.

“Thatwillinclude enhancing classroom dis-
cipline, closing the disparity between the high-
spending and low-spending districts,
addressing the Profile of Learning, and reduc-
ing class sizes,” Sviggum said.

Also expected is a package of government
reforms including a measure that would re-
quire a super-majority vote to raise taxes and
closing the revolving door that Sviggum said
sends too many ex-legislators into the lobby-
ing profession.

“And we’ll certainly be doing some rules
changes,” he said. “For instance, we’ll be ex-
pecting that when one offers a spending
amendment on the House floor, it will have to
bebalanced. In other words, youwon’tbe able
to just step forward and say you’re going to
spend more money on nursing homes with-
out saying where that money will come from.”

Sviggum said he’slooking forward to agood

relationship with House Minority Leader Tom
Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul).

“Ilike Rep. Pugh, and I think he will be fair
to deal with and honorable. And that’s all I'd
ever ask,” he said. “I understand we’re going
to have differences, that he has his job to do,
and that thatjob is to bring forward the (DFL)
platform.”

As for his own new job, Sviggum said he’s
waiting to see how well he can maintain a
balance between his professional life and his
personal one. The former teacher continues to
run a farm with his two brothers.

Athome, he said, he remains “the fifth most
powerful member of the family” — right be-
hind his wife Debra and their three children,
18-year-old Hans, 16-year-old Eric, and 14-
year-old Marit.

“I'mjust Dad to them,” hesaid. “They don’t
deal with me as a state representative. They
want to know if I can make it to their basket-
ball game.”

And basketball, of course, will remain as
important part of Sviggum’s life.

“My hobby is refereeing, and a hobby is
something you need to keep your fingers in,”
he said. “Just because you become speaker of
the House, you don’t want to change from
who you are. It would be like taking the farm
out of me. ’'m a farmer so you can’t take the
farm out of me, or, hopefully, the referee.”

January 8, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 7



1999 House profile. . .

Election brings new majority, shifts demographics

hings changed from the time the gavel fell to end the 1998
session to when it banged Jan. 5 to convene the 1999
Minnesota House of Representatives.

Perhaps most visible was the change in the person given the job
of holding the gavel. Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon) became
the first person from his party to preside in the House since 1986.

Sviggum, who was minority leader in the
House for six years, oversaw the Republicans’
successful sweep into control of the House in
the 1998 elections.

Republican victories in November 1998 left
the DFL on the short end of a 71-63 partisan
split in the House. Republicans picked up
seven seats in the elections, in which the par-
ties battled to claim 15 open seats and to hold
other districts.

The DFL won an open suburban Twin Cit-
ies district that was previously held by a Re-
publican, but the GOP claimed two open rural

1998 was hardly a banner year for diversity in
the House. Only one of the 134 House seats is
held by an African-American. That’s the same
number as 100 years ago when J.F. Wheaton
became the first African-American person to
serve in the House.

In all, 20 House members are new to the
Capitol, and one — Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-
Cedar) — reclaimed the seat he lost in 1996.

Lawmakers come from all walks of life, but
there are some noticeable changes among the
occupations most commonly listed by House
members.

Voters line up outside the Grant Town Hall on Election Day, Nov. 3, 1998.

seats previously held by DFLers. And Repub-
licans knocked off six DFL incumbents, mostly
in suburban Twin Cities districts.

It is unlikely that anyone will declare 1998
the Year of the Woman in Minnesota politics.
In fact, five of the six DFL incumbents who
lost at the polls were women, and only one of
them was beaten by another woman. The num-
ber of women holding House seats dropped
from a record high 40 in 1998 to 35 at the
beginning of the 1999 session.

Other electionresults also demonstrate that
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Business has displaced education as the field
in which most House members work. The
1999 House includes 24 business people and
19 educators. The total of 17 attorneys in the
House ranks third.

Fourteen members list themselves as full-
time legislators, which is down from 18 in
1997.

Meanwhile, the number of farmers in the
House continues to decline. The 1999 House
includes only nine farmers, a record low.

A decade ago farming was the top-ranking

occupation forall House members. There were
26 farmers serving in 1989, but that number
has been falling steadily for years. By the time
lawmakers convened two years ago there were
just 11 farmers serving in the House. Now the
number of farmers has slipped into the single
digits.

The House also includes a family physician,
a chiropractor, a carpenter, a freelance artist,
a writer, a handful of homemakers, and sev-
eral retirees.

The current crop of lawmakers is a bit more
educated than the last. Seventy-five percent of
House members hold at least a four-year col-
lege degree. That’s up from 74 percent in 1997
and 66 percent a decade ago.

Forty-nine 1999 House members hold
graduate degrees, compared to 43 in 1997 and
31 a decade ago.

Currently, the largest class of lawmakers is
composed of the 25 members beginning their
third term. The next largest is the 24 entering
their second term. Twenty lawmakers are in
their fourth term, and 20 more are in their first
term.

The longest-serving lawmaker is Rep.
Willard Munger (DFL-Duluth), who is in his
22nd term. Sviggum, who is entering his 11th
term, is the longest-serving Republican.

The average age of House members contin-
ues its upward trend. Now at 48. 7 years, the
average age has risen from 40.8 years in 1975.

Munger, 87, is the oldest member. At 24,
Rep. Doug Stang (R-Cold Spring) is the
youngest.

Where to find information

House Public Information Office
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

The House Public Information Office is a
nonpartisan office that provides: committee
meeting schedules; legislator information; and
publications, including the Session Weekly
newsmagazine, educational brochures for all
ages, and member directories. All information
is available at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can be
viewed on the Legislature’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us




1999 House Profile

Membership Current Term
1999 1997 1995 1993% | 1997%* 1999 | 1997 | 1995 | 1993* | 19971**
DFL 63 70 71 86 79 ! 20 | 22 26 33 21
R 71 64 63 47 53 2 24 29 29 16 15
3 25 25 16 11 27
Men 99 95 102 101 103 4 20 14 1 25 12
Women 35 39 32 32 29 > 10 ’ 20 8 16
6 5 14 7 13 9
7 10 6 4 3 9
Age 8 4 3 2 6 6
1999 1997 1995 1993* 1991%* 9 3 1 3 6 5
21-30 6 5 6 5 6 10 1 3 5 3 10
31-40 23 27 24 28 23 11 2 3 3 7 1
41-50 51 45 51 50 44 12 3 2 6 1 —
51-60 38 43 34 34 26 13 2 4 1 — —
61-70 13 11 16 15 12 14 4 - - - —
over 71 3 3 3 1 1+ Other | 1(22) | 1(21)| 1(20) | 1(19) | 1(18)
A"ae;aege 487 483 479 477 47t Occupation
1999 [ 1997 | 1995 [ 1993* | 1991**
1 Ages not avalable for 20 members Business 24 21 20 14 20
Educator 19 22 20 20 19
Education Attorney 17 17 18 16 18
1999 | 1997 | 1995 | 1993* | 1991** Legislator 14 18 19 17 19
High School 4 5 5 6 7 Farming 9 1 14 16 20
Some College 17 19 24 20 18 Consultant 6 6 6 8 7
4-yr. Undergraduate Degree | 39 40 41 47 45 Homemaker 5 5 3 7
Some Graduate Work 13 16 14 16 17 Communications 4 4 3 — —
Graduate Degree 49 43 37 32 29 Insurance 4 3 3 3 _
Technical College 6 10 1 6 6 Retired 4 3 3 3 —
2-yr. Undergraduate Degree | 6 1 — — 3 Real Estate 3 2 2 2 3
No listing — | — [ 26 7 Trades 3 2 4 3 4
*The 1993 session began with 133 members due to one resignation. Government 2 3 3 - 4
**The 1991 session began with 132 members due to two resignations. Retail 1 3 3 2 —
Other 19 14 13 27 11
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Orientation retreat . . .

New lawmakers consider opportunities, challenges

By Nicole Wood

Barely two months fall between an elec-
tion—night victory and the swearing-in cer-
emony for new representatives, leaving little
time to prepare for the role of lawmaker.

To help with the transition from private
citizen to public servant, nearly two dozen
new representatives — 18 freshmen and three
one-year veterans — attended a three-day
crash course last November.

Rep. Alice Seagren (R-Bloomington)
chaired the retreat, held Nov. 16-18 at the
Riverwood Conference Center near
Monticello, Minn. The agenda included guest
speakers, legislative workshops, panel discus-
sions, and a rousing round of the House’s own
Get to Know Me game.

House Speaker-designate Steve Sviggum (R-
Kenyon) came to greet freshman members
and to enthuse about the unique state of
affairs in Minnesota politics.

“Ask the media — this is the greatest job in
the country right now,” he said.

Former U.S. Rep. Tim Penny, a member of
Gov. Jesse Ventura’s transition team, shared
some insight on the new head of state.

“I think you’re going to like him,” Penny
said. “One of his greatest strengths is that he’s
quite altruistic about government and public
service.”

Just two weeks after the general election,
Ventura’s victory was a hot topic at the retreat.
Penny also addressed ways in which Republi-
cans and DFLers could reach out to those who
voted for the Reform Party governor.

“[Ventura] will challenge you to put your
partisan instincts aside,” he said.

Also featured was House Chief Clerk Ed-

Rep. Jim Seifert jokes that his first bill will be to make the Toro lawnmower the official lawnmower of
Minnesota. His comments came during a mixer at the new member orientation session. Seifert is a vice

president for the Toro Corporation.

ward A. Burdick, who presented a seminar on
the fundamentals of parliamentary procedure
and the legislative process.

“Parliamentary procedure is not an exact
science,” Burdick explained. “It’s a slow, de-
liberative process, one that is designed to en-
courage maximum discussion, heated debate,
and compromise.”

Seagren, a fourth-termlegislator,led a panel
discussion on the personal and professional
challenges of the job.

As part of that forum, Rep. Tony Kielkucki
(R-Lester Prairie) said striking a balance be-
tween home and House is key.

“The first time I missed one of my kid’s

band concerts, it tore me up inside,” he said.
“Plan your family time wisely.”

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) ad-
vised incoming members of the seemingly
unusual alliances — liberal/conservative, ur-
ban/rural — that often develop between first-
termers.

“You are in the room right now with your
best friends in the Legislature,” she said.

Also on the agenda were newly-appointed
Revisor Michele Timmons, House Research
Department Director Tom Todd, and
members of the Capitol press corps.

Meet the newly elected 1999 House members

Abeler, Jim (R)

Home: Anoka

581 State Office Building .........
E-mail: rep.jim.abeler@house leg.state.mn.us

................. (651) 296-1729

3400 Rum River Drive 55303 .................... (612) 245-3764

49A

Buesgens, Mark (R) 35B
415 State Office Building .........cccoevvueinne (651) 296-1072
E-mail: rep.mark buesgens@house leg.state. mn.us

Home: Jordan

*113 Stewart Drive 55352 .......ccccoeucuiunenee (612) 492-2992

10

Business: Anoka

*600 E. Main St. 55303 ........ccooecuneuvicunnnes (612) 421-3722
Born: 5/18/54. Married: spouse Barb, 5 children. Occu-
pation: Chiropractor. Education: DC, chiropractic, North-
western College of Chiropractic. Elected: 1998.
Term: 1st.
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Born: 5/14/61. Married: spouse Sara, 5 children. Occu-
pation: Educator. Education: BS, mathematics, Mankato
State University; Specialist, educational administration,
Minnesota State University-Mankato. Elected: 1998.
Term: 1st.



Cassell, George (R) 10B
421 State Office Building ..........ccccoeuunce. (651) 296-4317
E-mail: rep.george.cassell@house.leg.state.mn.us
Home: Alexandria
*2500 County Road 22 N.W. 56308

(320) 762-2471
Born:5/25/35. Married: spouse Carol, 3 children. Occu-
pation: Retired Educator / Administrator. Education: BS,
education/psychology, University of Wisconsin-River
Falls; MS, educational administration/ psychology, Uni-
versity of Wyoming; EdD, educational administration,
University of Wyoming. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Dorman, Dan (R) 27A
579 State Office Building ..........ccccceuvuueee. (651) 296-8216
E-mail: rep.dan.dorman@house.leg.state.mn.us
Home: Albert Lea

*445 Lakeview Blvd. 56007 ............cccucu..... (507) 377-9441
Business: Albert Lea
505 E. Main 56007 .......ccccceverereerrrereeererenne (507) 373-0636

Born: 10/16/62. Married: spouse Mary Jo, 2 children.
Occupation: Small Business Owner. Education: BA,
political science, University of Minnesota. Elected: 1998.
Term: 1st.

Fuller, Doug (R) 4A
525 State Office Building ..........ccccevvuueeee. (651) 296-5516
E-mail: rep.doug.fuller@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Bemidji

*817 Minnesota Ave. N.W. 56601 ............ (218) 751-1055
Business: Bemidji
P. O. Box 781 56619-0781 ........cccecvuvvunne. (218) 751-1055

Born: 5/14/68. Married: spouse Jeri Lynn.
Occupation: Senior District Manager, American Cancer
Society. Education: Accounting, finance, Bemidji State
University. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Gerlach, Chris (R) 36A
531 State Office Building ..........ccecevvuneeee. (651) 296-5506
E-mail: rep.chris.gerlach@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Apple Valley

*173 County Road 42 55124 .............c....... (612) 432-4100
Business: same.

Born: 11/17/64. Married: spouse Shelli. Occupation:
Telecommunications Sales. Education: BA, political sci-
ence, University of St. Thomas; MBA, business, Univer-
sity of South Dakota. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Gleason, Mark S. (DFL) 63B
313 State Office Building ..........ccccccuunee. (651) 296-5375
E-mail: rep.mark.gleason@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Richfield

*6434 Irving Ave. S. 55423 ........ccccceueeuenee (612) 861-4542
Business: same.

Born: 11/26/53. Married: spouse Michelle, 2 children.
Occupation: CPA. Education: BA, business administra-
tion, University of St. Thomas; JD, William Mitchell
College of Law. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Gray, Gregory (DFL) 58B
229 State Office Building ..........ccccceuueenee. (651) 296-8659
E-mail: rep.gregory.gray@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Minneapolis

1507 Oakpark Ave. N. 55411 .................... (612) 377-5270
Business: Minneapolis

Minnesota State Bar Association

514 Nicollet Mall, Suite 300 55402

Married: spouse Renee. Occupation: Attorney. Educa-
tion: BS, business administration, Unversity of Wiscon-
sin-River Falls; JD Hamline University School of Law.
Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Haake, Barb (R) 52B
429 State Office Building .........cccoeveueunne (651) 296-0141
E-mail: rep.barb.haake@house leg.state.mn.us

Home: Mounds View

3024 County Road 155112-4309 .............c...... (612) 786-1022
Business: St. Paul
P. O. Box 120760 55112 ......cceeveveerrrenrennne (651) 784-8260

Born: 11/13/40. Single: 3 children. Occupation: Em-
ployee Benefits Broker. Education: University of Minne-
sota. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Hackbarth, Tom (R) 50A
*575 State Office Building .........ccccuvvuueee. (651) 296-2439
E-mail: rep.tom.hackbarth@house leg state.mn.us

Home: Cedar

19255 Eidelweiss St. N.W. 55011 ............. (612) 753-3215
Born: 12/28/51. Married: spouse Mary, 3 children. Oc-
cupation: Automotive Parts. Education: North Hennepin
Community College. Elected: 1994. Term: 2nd (non-
consecutive).

Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 37B
433 State Office Building ..........ccccevvueunne (651) 296-6926
E-mail: rep.maryliz.holberg@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Lakeville

*12195 Upper 167th St. 55044 ................... (612) 435-8723
Married: spouse Thomas, 2 children. Occupation: Home-
maker. Education: Elementary education, St. Cloud State
University. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Howes, Larry (R) 4B
431 State Office Building ........ccccccoeuuvuunnne (651) 296-2451
E-mail: rep.larry.howes@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Hackensack

*4390-44th St. N.W. 56452 .........oerenenaens (218) 675-6587
Business: Hackensack
4384-44th St. N.W. 56452 ......coveveverererennns (218) 675-6144

Born: 6/30/47. Married: spouse Myrna, 5 children. Oc-
cupation: Manager. Education: High School. Elected:
1998. Term: 1st.
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Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL) 60A
*231 State Office Building .........ccccceceunee. (651) 296-0171
E-mail: rep.margaret kelliher@house.leg.state.mn.us
Home: Minneapolis

229 Sheridan Ave. S. 55405 ..........cccuevuee. (612) 377-9836
Born: 3/68. Married: spouse David, 2 children. Occupa-
tion: Community Organizer/Writer. Education: BA,
history, political science, Gustavus Adolphus College.
Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Larson, Dan (DFL) 40A
*225 State Office Building .........ccccccuvuuuee. (651) 296-7158
E-mail: rep.dan.larson@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Bloomington

9025-13th Ave. S. 55425 .......ccccvvererererennnen. (612) 854-8550
Born: 6/29/65. Married: spouse Sheila, 2 children. Oc-
cupation: Business. Education: BA, history, University
of Minnesota. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 40B
337 State Office Building .........cccceuvuueueenee (651) 296-4218
E-mail: rep.ann.lenczewski@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Bloomington

*10306 Humboldt Circle 55431 ................. (612) 881-8627
Business: same. Born: 5/9/60. Married: spouse Nels
Erickson, 4 children. Occupation: Full-time Legislator.
Education: BA, psychology, College of St. Benedict;
public policy, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public
Affairs. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 67A
*223 State Office Building ........cccccccuveuueee. (651) 296-4277
E-mail: rep.tim. mahoney@house leg state.mn.us

Home: St. Paul

1157 Breen St. 55106 .....ccovvverevevereciceennne (651) 776-3200
Single: 2 children. Occupation: Pipe Fitter.
Education: pipe fitting, St. Paul Technical College.
Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Seifert, Jim (R) 57A
577 State Office Building ...........ccccecouvuuce. (651) 296-7807
E-mail: rep.jim.seifert@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Woodbury

*3322 Churchill Drive 55125.........ccccouve.. (651) 731-2331
Married: 2 children. Occupation: Attorney.
Education: MS, engineering, University of St. Thomas;
JD, Creighton University, Omaha, Neb. Elected: 1998.
Term: 1st.
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Skoe, Rod (DFL) 2B
321 State Office Building ..........ccccceuuueeee. (651) 296-4265
E-mail: rep.rod.skoe@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Clearbrook

*Route 2, Box 80 56634 ..........cccvvrereerennnn (218) 776-3420
Born: 8/9/54. Married: spouse Sarah Hoagberg, 2 chil-
dren. Occupation: Farmer. Education: BA, psychology,
BA, sociology, Augsburg College. Elected: 1998. Term:
1st.

Storm, Julie (R) 24B
527 State Office Building ..........cccceuvuueeee. (651) 296-7065
E-mail: rep julie.storm@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: St. Peter

*1202 S. Minnesota Ave. 56082-2208 ..... (507) 931-1850
Business: same.

Married: spouse Chuck, 3 children. Occupation: Busi-
ness. Education: Abbott-Northwestern-Macalester Nurs-
ing Program; state certification, interior design, Lawrence
Institute, Sarasota, Fla. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Westerberg, Andrew (R) 51A
523 State Office Building ..........ccocvveneeee. (651) 296-4226
E-mail: rep.andrew.westerberg@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Blaine

*13070 Goodhue St. N.E. 55449 ................. (612) 757-5097
Business: Coon Rapids

10600 University Ave. N.W. 55448.....(612) 754-1600
Married: spouse Catherine, 4 children. Occupation: In-
surance. Education: AA, Anoka-Ramsey Community
College; CLU designation, The American College.
Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.

Wilkin, Tim (R) 38A
413 State Office Building ..........ccccevveueeee. (651) 296-3533
E-mail: rep.tim.wilkin@house.leg.state.mn.us

Home: Eagan

*3364 Heritage Lane 55121 .......cccccecuueee (651) 686-8179
Business: Mendota Heights
1295 Northland Drive 55120 ............c....... (651) 688-4679

Born: 11/5/65. Married: spouse Eileen, 2 children.
Occupation: Business. Education: BBA, finance, Univer-
sity of lowa. Elected: 1998. Term: 1st.



The Dahl house . ..

Old house may find a new home with nonprofit group

By Paul Wahl

hen William Dahl built his modest
Whome on St. Paul’s 13th Street

between Robert and Jackson streets in
1858, he couldn’t have imagined it would be a
topic of discussion more than 130 years later.
But it is.

The question of what to do with the house
— one of St. Paul’s oldest remaining residen-
tial structures — has been asked informally
hundreds of times and has been formally con-
sidered at least three times in the past few
years. The small wood-framed dwelling has
sat forlornly at 625 Robert St. since Nov. 25,
1997, when it was moved from its original site
about a block away.

Proposed uses for the old home have included
a museum and a Capitol-area coffee shop.

Now, a private, nonprofit organization —
the West 7th/Fort Road Federation — has
stepped forward and offered to pay the state
the $1 purchase price for the house. The group
proposes to relocate, refurbish, and poten-
tially resell it as a single-family residence.

The group’s proposal must be approved by
an ad hoc committee, whose members repre-

The neighborhood organization—a collec-
tion of businesses, churches, community and
government entities devoted to economic de-
velopment — plans to rehabilitate the home,
adding a kitchen and a garage, before eventu-
ally selling it.

Johnson said if the plan is approved, the
next step would be moving the dwelling to its
new site.

“Getting it moved down West Seventh and
out to the site will be a challenge,” Johnson
said. “We’re in the process of obtaining bids
for that work.”

He said he doesn’t see any obstacle that
would deter the group’s plan.

“Itwould beareal focal point of the redevel-
oped neighborhood there,” he added.

Minnesota was still a territory when Will-
iam Dahl arrived from England. He was a man
of many trades, working as a clerk, a census
taker, a bookstore operator, and a part-time
cordwood seller.

He married Catherine Margaret Murphy
and a child was born in March 1854 while the
family lived at the “Mansion House” on Third
Street. With a growing family and a prosper-

ing business, Dahl
planned and built the
homehehoped his fam-
ilywould enjoy together
for decades to come.
But he died young of
consumption in Sep-
| tember 1858, justayear
after the house was
completed. His widow
lived in the house until
1901 when her son, Ed-
ward, inherited it. He
lived there until 1936
when the property was
sold to an investment

The historic Dahl house, with a selling price set at a whopping $1, may be
moved to the West Seventh Street neighborhood in St. Paul and restored as

a single family dwelling.

sent several historical societies and the Capitol
Area Architectural and Planning Board. The
committee is expected to act on the proposal
soon.

EdJohnson, executive director of the neigh-
borhood organization, said his group plans to
move the house to a spot at Jefferson Avenue
and West Seventh Street, near Minnesota
Brewing (formerly the Schmidt brewery). It
would join several other historical homes that
the group hopes to relocate and restore.

firm.

The Roy E. Patterson
family occupied the
house from 1936 until
the state purchased it in 1974, at which time it
was the last surviving single-family residence
in the area and only one of three remaining
structures on its block.

In 1977, the house was being considered for
demolition to make way for growth in what is
called the East Capitol Area.

Fearing the continued loss of historical as-
sets, a group of concerned individuals from
both the private and public sectors began the
quest to have the house placed on the National

Register of Historic Places, citing its status as
“the last surviving residence in Lowertown.”

The group further invoked the home’s sig-
nificance as an example of how the “common
man” lived in St. Paul in its status request,
which was granted.

Eyeing further expansioninto the area, state
officials took another look at the Dahl house
in 1992, when a study outlined a variety of
options, including restoration, relocation, and
use as a bookstore, information center, or
adjunct to a major state building.

The study largely sat on the shelf until 1997,
when a decision was made to build a new
Department of Revenue building in the 600
block of North Robert Street.

The house was then moved about a block
north of its original site, out of the way of the
new construction.

The effort to find a use for the historichouse
intensified in December 1997 when the com-
mittee was formed to decide its fate.

The first idea was to tap funds from a pro-
gram funding arts enhancements for state
buildings. Plans called for a sculpture garden
in front of the Department of Revenue com-
plex, with the restored Dahl house as its cen-
terpiece.

But that plan was short-circuited in March
when inspectors from the City of St. Paul
hinted that having the house in front of the
building might create a safety hazard for the
public and employees in case of emergency.

The panel then tried a new avenue, sending
requests for information to business, civic,
and community groups asking them if they
would be willing to rent the refurbished Dahl
house were the state to rehabilitate it and find
a permanent site.

Only one response was received — from the
company that operates St. Paul’s trolleys, who
proposed using it for office space but also
allowing public access.

However, after state officials determined
how much it would cost to do the renovation
and calculated an annual rent of $30,000, the
trolley company backed away.

Finally, a letter was sent out in June saying
the state would sell the Dahl house for a $1.
That’s when the West 7th/Fort Road Federa-
tion stepped forward.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us
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New Members. . .

Republican educator seeks voice in K-12 debates

By Paul Wahl

Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan) has been
an educator all of his adult life, and he ap-
proaches life from an educator’s viewpoint.

In many ways, he views
his recent election to the
House as the latest in a
series of assignments, al-
beit a formidable one.

“Educators get into the
field notbecause theylove
to teach but because they
love to learn,” Buesgens
said. “I look forward to
the challenge of learning as much about the
House as fast as I can.”

Buesgens (pronounced Bisk-enz) isa native
of Jordan, Minn., and is the youngest of nine
children. After graduating from Jordan High
School and later earning a degree in math
education at Mankato State University, he
took a teaching job at a private American
schoolinbalmy Guayaquil, on Ecuador’s west-
ern edge.

“I had just graduated and had three broth-
ers in the military overseas,” Buesgens said. “I
spoke one word of Spanish and that was ‘no,’
the same as in English.”

Thelanguage barrier wasn’t a problem dur-
ing the day because courses were taught in
English, but Buesgens had other reasons to
learn Spanish.

He soon learned enough to say, “Quiero
que me casas?” to his future wife, Sara, and the
couple’s first child was born in Ecuador. After
four years, they returned to Minnesota.

R

1 . L% !
Rep. Mark Bue

sgens

“Ecuador is a beautiful country, but it’s still
the Third World and we wanted to raise our
children in the States,” Buesgens said. “With
everywhere open to us, we ended up moving
back to Minnesota just because of the quality
of life.”

They soon had three more children, and the
family recently welcomed an Ecuadorian fos-
ter son.

Buesgens’ teaching assignments since
Ecuador have included seven years as a math
instructor and curriculum planning positions
in the Chaska and Rosemount/Apple Valley/
Eagan school districts. His most recent job
was assistant principal at Blackhawk Middle
School in Eagan.

The family has continued to live in Jordan.
Buesgens’ introduction to public service came
when he joined the town’s volunteer fire de-
partment. In 1996, at the urging of his fellow
firefighters, he ran for a seat on the Jordan City
Council and won.

His interest in state office began with a
phone call from state Sen. Claire Robling
(R-Prior Lake) who urged him to consider
running.

“And after months and months of soul-
searching and talking to other people and
talking with my wife, we decided to make a go
of it,” Buesgens said.

He knew the task would be gargantuan. His
opponent, former Rep. Becky Kelso (DFL-
Shakopee), had served 12 years in the House
and had an excellent reputation as a leader on
education issues. In fact, Kelso was chair of the

House panel that handled K-12 education
finance.

As a Republican, Buesgens is in the minor-
ity among educators, and he said he takes
good-natured ribbing from his colleagues.
Upon moving into Buesgens’ former office,
one colleague declared, “That picture of Ronald
Reagan has to come down.”

The new lawmaker said he expects to spend
the first part of the session learning and con-
necting with people.

As a member of the House Education and
the K-12 Finance committees, he said he ex-
pects to delve into the issue of state and local
fundingsplits for public schools. And although
he said he doesn’t have a target percentage in
mind, he believes there must be a considerable
local effort.

“One of the critical components in making
public schools work is for the public to feel
ownership of their schools,” he said. “When
we pay for something, versus when we get it
free, we take more responsibility for making it
successful.”

District 35B

1995 Population: 37,256
Largest city: Shakopee
County: Scott
Location: southwest metropolitan area
Top concern: “| believe that the framers of our
country envisioned that the most important vote a
person could cast would be for mayorand city coun-
cil members. | am motivated to help reverse the
trend of the larger and expanding role of state gov-
ernment in people’s lives.”

—Rep. Mark Buesgens

The election of a Reform Party governor
has caused several snags in how state govern-
ment operates. The most recent of which in-
volves an appointment to a vacancy on the
state’s Campaign Finance and Public Disclo-
sure Board.

State statute provides that one of the board’s
members “shall be a former member of the
Legislature from the same political party as
the governor.” There are two former legisla-
tors on the board.

“There are no former members of the Leg-
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islature from the same political party as the
governor,” said Jeanne Olson, executive di-
rector of the board.

The board will ask the Legislature to change
the wording to solve the problem, allowing
Gov. Jesse Ventura to fill the appointment.
The board is suggesting appointments be ei-
ther “two former members of the Legislature
who shallnotsupport the same political party”
or “two former members of the Legislature
from different major political parties.”

The board term of Carolyn Rodriguez, a
former DFL legislator, expires this month. She
did not reapply. If the Legislature approves
the statute change, Ventura will likely have to
appoint another former DFL lawmaker to ful-
fill the criteria.

Hormel Foods Corp. executive Brian
Stevens couldn’t resist getting in a plug for one
of his company’s most popular Minnesota-
produced products when he testified at a hear-
ing on pork prices beforeajoint hearing of two
House agriculture committees Jan. 7.

“Now I know that if I went around this
room, not one of you would admit to eating
Spam,” Stevens said.

Nevertheless, he declared, someone is obvi-
ously eating it.

“We produce 450 cans of Spam a minute,”
he told the committee members.



New Members. . .

Gray aims to create jobs, foster urban development

By Grant Martin

Newly elected Rep. Gregory Gray (DFL-
Mpls) said that running for the House was the
furthest thing from his mind following his
unsuccessful bid for the
Minnesota Senate in
1996.

“I'was notinterested in
ever running for office
again,” Gray said.

o After that race, which

Ly mayberemembered most

Rep. Gregory Gray  for the controversy in-

volvingamisplaced news-

paper photo of candidate John Derus, Gray
remembers feeling “burned out.”

He and his wife, Renee, had handled all
aspects of his Senate campaign, from newslet-
ters to finances, and he could not fathom the
idea of starting all over again.

Following his failure to gain the DFL en-
dorsement at the Senate district convention,
Gray was about to pack up his things and leave
when he was approached by then-Rep.
Richard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls), who served
Gray’s home district in the House.

“He said he really thought I had done an
excellent job and that I ought to keep an open
mind about politics,” Gray said. “He said he
thought some good things might happen in
the future.”

Gray headed for home, not realizing the
seed had been planted for a future run at
Jefferson’s seat when the six-term representa-
tive retired in 1998.

“I thanked him,” Gray said. “But I didn’t
think much of it.”

Later Jefferson was influential in recruiting
Gray and putting together a larger group of
supporters to assist with the campaign.

“That is one of the number one reasons I
was successful this time was the fact that there
was a large group of real supportive folks who
helped me throughout the process,” he said.

Born and raised in Minneapolis, Gray
worked as an internal auditor for several Twin
Cities corporations before getting his law de-
gree from Hamline University. He currently
works as director of member services for the
Minnesota State Bar Association, and he has
been an active volunteer with several redevel-
opment projects in north Minneapolis.

Gray said that campaigning for the House
was difficult because he considers himself an
introvert, but he feels it helped him refine his
legislative goals.

“Ilearned that people reallylove the district
and want it to be a better place than it is
today,” he said. “People are entrusting you to
make their vision a reality.”

Gray said he will focus attention on afford-
able housing, education, and jobs and eco-
nomic development — issues he feels are
important in his urban district.

“People are very optimistic about the dis-
trict,” he said. “The people I talk to don’t want
to leave. They want to build. They want better
housingstock. And they want to make sure the
system of public schools is not only good, it’s
the best.”

Gray, who takes Jefferson’s place as the only
African-American member of the Legislature,
said diversity is essential to the political
process.

“I believe very strongly in diversity,” he
said. “Not only is it the right thing, it provides
creativity and the mix of ideas that make the
process run better.”

He says he’s excited about the prospect of
working with the new Reform Party governor
this session.

“I think it is good for the process,” he said.
“It will keep people thinking, keep people on
their feet. We won’t have quite as much parti-
sanship because people will be trying to play
for (Ventura’s) approval.”

Gray said that when it’s his turn to leave the
House, he hopes that people will remember
him for his integrity.

“I want to leave respected, and that may
mean some people don’t like you,” he said.
“Idlike people to say he had some core values,
he was honest, he told us where he stood, and
he did what he said he’d do.”

District 58B

1995 population: 32,096

Largest city: Minneapolis

County: Hennepin

Location: inner city

Top concern: “I think if you were to poll the dis-

trict the top concern would be economic develop-

ment and jobs. The top concern | heard [when |

was] door knocking is affordable housing.”
—Rep. Gregory Gray
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1998 Minnesota State Fair . . .

House exhibit features information, not politics

By Nick Healy

olitics has always had a home at the Minnesota State
P Fair.

In the past, U.S. presidents, including Grover Cleveland,
Benjamin Harrison, Teddy Roosevelt, and Dwight
Eisenhower, have visited the fair to make speeches and push
political initiatives, and each year a parade of candidates for
state and federal offices stake out turf on the fairgrounds.

But, strange as it may sound, politics is one thing that is
largely left off the agenda at the Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives’ exhibit.

“It’s really great to be out there, and everybody is relaxed
and at ease,” said Rep. Bill Haas (R-Champlin). “It’s not a
political thing, so there’s less pressure. It’s very comfortable
for people to ask questions and get the information they
need.”

Each year the House and Senate run side-by-side exhibits
in the Education Building at the fairgrounds. The nonparti-
san booths feature no campaign literature or partisan slo-
gans. The aim of the exhibits is to help fairgoers discover
resources that can connect them to state government.

This year, 46 representatives volunteered to spend time at

'-u:m
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Fairgoers visiting the House exhibit could write messages to their legislators, register to
vote, discuss political issues of the day, and take a public opinion poll.

the House exhibit to meet fairgoers and hear their concerns.
Then-House Speaker Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Cen-
ter) and then-House Majority Leader Ted Winter (DFL-
Fulda) were among those who appeared at the exhibit.

Rep. Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights) said she
would not miss the chance to spend time at the fair exhibit.

“Itisagreat opportunity to talk to people from all over the
state,” McGuire said. “I think it’s important that we have a
presence at the state fair and that state representatives are
there to hear from people.”

McGuire said she heard questions and concerns from
fairgoers on an exceptionally wide range of issues. There was

16 SESSION WEEKLY / January 8, 1999

no single issue — such as the 1997 stadium debate — that
evoked passion from citizens of all corners of the state.

“People are interested in things that are specific to their
lives, so you hear a lot of ideas on a lot of different issues,”
McGuire said. “The fair certainly broadens the scope of the
issues you hear about.”

Of all thelawmakers who worked at the exhibits, McGuire’s
ties to the fair may be the strongest. McGuire, whose legis-
lative district includes the fairgrounds, grew up just blocks
from that territory. As a teenager, she worked selling
T-shirts at the fair, and now she spends time each year at the
House exhibit and takes part in more political activities,
such as her party’s fair exhibit.

“There are three things I love to do at the fair,” she said. “I
love seeing the exhibits in the buildings. Ilove the food. And
I love the people-watching.”

The 12 days of the fair, which ran from Aug. 27, 1998, to
Sept. 7, 1998, brought thousands of visitors to the House
booth.

When not busy talking to lawmakers, visitors could load
up on educational material about the House and the legisla-
tive process, and they could sign up to receive Session Weekly,
as more than 2,500 fairgoers did.

The exhibit also included an unofficial opinion poll —
long a fixture of the House booth. But this year’s poll was
different from the others because it allowed fairgoers to test
an experimental electronic touch-screen voting system.

The 10-question survey gathered opinions on issues rang-
ing from concealed weapons laws to personal watercraft
regulations. (See poll results on the following page.)

Fairgoers also could test their knowledge of Minnesota
history and state laws by taking computerized quizzes at the
House booth.

Haas, who has worked at the House booth each of the four
years he has held office, said he was pleased by the response
from fairgoers who visited the House booth in 1998.

“First of all, it’s a chance to help people become a part of
the process and to get them involved,” Haas said. “Secondly,
it gives me a chance to talk to people to find out what they’re
thinking on the issues.”

Charissa, Nathaniel, Rebecca, and Anna Smith, left toright, Cottage
Grove, test their knowledge of Minnesota state symbols — such
asthestate bird and the state flower — on a computergame atthe
1998 House exhibit at the Minnesota State Fair.



Minnesota House of Representatives

1998 State Fair Poll Results

1. Should state law be changed to re-
quire that law enforcement officials
issue a license to carry a concealed
weapon to any adult who requests one,
with exceptions for the mentally ill and
convicted felons?

Yes wviiiiieieeieeeeiieen, 43.1% ..uvveenne (1,282)
NO eeeeeeeeeeee e 50.2% wvvveen.... (1,495)
Undecided/

No Opinion ............... 6.7% .eveereerennne (198)

2. Should school districts be allowed
to begin the school year before Labor

Day?
N 57.3% wrovve. (1,709)
NO oot 37.7% evreeannnnn (1,124)
Undecided/

No Opinion .............. 5.0% .eeeereenrennen (149)

3. The November 1998 ballot will in-
clude the following proposed consti-
tutional amendment: “Shall the Min-
nesota Constitution be amended to af-
firm that hunting and fishing and the
taking of game and fish are a valued
part of our heritage that shall be for-
ever preserved for the people and shall
be managed by law and regulation for
the public good?” How do you expect
to vote?

YesS wiiiiieieiiieeeeiieen, 56.5% ..uveeennen (1,669)
(s JE 30.7% rovverrrerenns (906)
Undecided/

No Opinion ............ 12.8% weeereeerennnne (377)

4. Would you support a constitutional
amendment that would eliminate the
state Senate and House of Representa-
tives and replace them with a unicam-
eral (one-house) legislature?

YES e 38.6% oovvveen. (1,138)
NO et 50.3% ..vveeennns (1,485)
Undecided/

No Opinion ............ 11.1% woverervennene (328)

5. Should personal watercraft be
banned from small lakes — those less
than 200 acres in surface area — in

Minnesota?

(1,821)
................ (891)

Undecided/
No Opinion .............. 7.2% eveerrerenne (209)

6. Should the state reduce the thresh-
old of legal drunkenness for driving
while intoxicated from 0.10 percent to
0.08 percent blood-alcohol content?

YeS oo 60.5% .ccvvrennes (1,772)
NO oo 36.5% rovverenn. (1,069)
Undecided/

No Opinion ....c.ceeee. 3.0% .eeeereereerenne (88)

7. Should the state help finance the
construction of a new stadium for the
Minnesota Twins, Minnesota Vikings,
or any other major sports team?

YES eorveermrrrereerreessre 22.8% wovverrerrrenn. (668)
NO et 72.2% .uueeeennnnn (2,111)
Undecided/

No Opinion .............. 5.0% .eevererrennnnn (145)

8. Should the state place a moratorium
on construction of large animal feed-
lots — those holding 750 heifers or the
equivalent of other livestock — on
Minnesota farms?

YeS oo 51.8% weovervennen (1,503)
NO e 28.3% woovvveernn. (820)
Undecided/

No Opinion ............ 19.9% .ccvevrvennene (578)

9. What is your age range?

18-35 woveoeeeeeerreerere 31.2% oovveeeren (862)
36-50 40.3% ............. (1,113)
51-65 21.7% wovoereereenne (601)
66-0VET .vevvverrreererrveninanne 6.8% .eeeererrrennenn (188)

10. Please indicate your opinion about
the touch-screen voting system you are
using to vote on this poll.

Easy/

Very Easy to Use..... 86.2% ..cueenee. (2,359)
Average......ocoueevruennne 11.9% woovrervenenne (325)
Difficult ...oovvereeeereenne 1.9% wooreererenrnen. (52)

House members who
appeared at the fair

Bruce Anderson (R-Buffalo Township)
Hilda Bettermann (R-Brandon)

Fran Bradley (R-Rochester)

Lyndon Carlson (DFL-Crystal)

Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center)
Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley)
Steve Dehler (R-St. Joseph)

Jerry Dempsey (R-Hastings)

John Dorn (DFL-Mankato)

Sondra Erickson (R-Princeton)

Geri Evans (DFL-New Brighton)
Edwina Garcia (DFL-Richfield)

Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls)

Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville)

Bob Gunther (R-Fairmont)

Bill Haas (R-Champlin)

Elaine Harder (R-Jackson)

Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby)

Richard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls)

Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris)

Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake Park)
Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar)

Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls)

Henry Kalis (DFL-Walters)

Luanne Koskinen (DFL-Coon Rapids)
Peg Larsen (R-Lakeland)

Peggy Leppik (R-Golden Valley)
Arlon Lindner (R-Corcoran)

Mark Mahon (DFL-Bloomington)
Betty McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul)
Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights)
Joe Mullery (DFL-Mpls)

Mark Olson (R-Big Lake)

Mike Osskopp (R-Lake City)

Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount)

Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope)

Jim Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park)

Jim Rostberg (R-Isanti)

Leslie Schumacher (DFL-Princeton)
Marty Seifert (R-Marshall)

Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls)

Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey)

Barb Sykora (R-Excelsior)

Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover)

Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls)

Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda)
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Minnesota House of Representatives 1999 Members

Phone Phone

District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296-
49A Abeler, Jim (R) 581 1729 33A Lindner, Arlon (R) 417 7806
45A Abrams, Ron (R) 585 9934 47A Luther, Darlene (DFL) 371 3751
19B Anderson, Bruce (R) 411 5063 67A Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 223 4277
3A Anderson, Irv (DFL) 343 4936 55A Mares, Harry (R) 401 5363
6A Bakk, Thomas (Tom) (DFL) 345 2190 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 209 9714
59A Biernat, Len (DFL) 303 4219 57B Marko, Sharon (DFL) 221 3135
30B Bishop, Dave (R) 453 0573 55B McCollum, Betty (DFL) 239 1188
25B Boudreau, Lynda (R) 473 8237 36B McElroy, Dan (R) 437 4212
30A Bradley, Fran (R) 559 9249 54A McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL) 259 4342
53B Broecker, Sherry (R) 533 7153 39B Milbert, Bob (DFL) 243 4192
35B Buesgens, Mark (R) 415 1072 35A Molnau, Carol L. (R) 443 8872
46B Carlson, Lyndon R. (DFL) 279 4255 21B Mulder, Richard (R) 515 4336
47B Carruthers, Phil (DFL) 217 3709 58A Mullery, Joe (DFL) 387 4262
10B Cassell, George (R) 421 4317 7A Munger, Willard (DFL) 283 4282
52A Chaudhary, Satveer (DFL) 311 4331 8A Murphy, Mary (DFL) 357 2676
23A Clark,JamesT. (R) 583 9303 20A Ness, Robert“Bob” (R) 509 4344
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 307 0294 10A Nornes, Bud (R) 471 4946
11A Daggett, Roxann (R) 439 4293 19A Olson, Mark (R) 501 4237
31B Davids, Gregory M. (R) 367 9278 16A Opatz, Joe (DFL) 281 6612
65A Dawkins, Andy (DFL) 215 5158 60B Orfield, Myron (DFL) 377 9281
14A Dehler, Steve (R) 491 7808 29B Osskopp, Mike (R) 449 9236
29A Dempsey, Jerry (R) 549 8635 66A Osthoff, Tom (DFL) 273 4224
27A Dorman, Dan (R) 579 8216 11B Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL) 393 3201
24A Dorn, John (DFL) 201 3248 37A Ozment, Dennis (R) 479 4306
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) 213 8799 42B Paulsen, Erik (R) 445 7449
42A Erhardt, Ron (R) 591 4363 38B Pawlenty, Tim (R) 459 4128
17A Erickson, Sondra (R) 407 6746 64B Paymar, Michael (DFL) 331 4199
1B Finseth, Tim (R) 517 9918 32A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) 295 8637
44A Folliard, Betty (DFL) 211 3964 13B Peterson, Doug (DFL) 287 4228
4A Fuller, Doug (R) 525 5516 39A Pugh, Thomas W. (DFL) 267 6828
36A Gerlach, Chris (R) 531 5506 46A Rest, Ann H.(DFL) 277 4176
63B Gleason, Mark S. (DFL) 313 5375 28A Reuter, Doug (R) 507 5368
9A Goodno, Kevin (R) 563 5515 44B Rhodes, Jim (R) 409 9889
58B Gray, Gregory (DFL) 229 8659 32B Rifenberg, Michelle (R) 423 1069
62A Greenfield, Lee (DFL) 207 0173 18A Rostberg, Jim (R) 545 5364
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 253 5387 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 375 0170
26A Gunther, Bob (R) 379 3240 17B Schumacher, Leslie J. (DFL) 327 5377
52B Haake, Barb (R) 429 0141 41A Seagren, Alice (R) 477 7803
48A Haas, Bill (R) 569 5513 57A Seifert, Jim (R) 577 7807
50A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 575 2439 21A Seifert, Marty (R) 593 5374
22B Harder, Elaine (R) 487 5373 2B Skoe, Rod (DFL) 321 4265
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL) 353 4333 62B Skoglund, Wes (DFL) 251 4330
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 245 3824 34A Smith, Steve (R) 503 9188
8B Hilty, Bill (DFL) 241 4308 3B Solberg, Loren A.(DFL) 309 2365
37B Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 433 6926 33B Stanek, Rich (R) 543 5502
56A Holsten, Mark William (R) 381 3018 14B Stang, Doug (R) 597 4373
4B Howes, Larry (R) 431 2451 24B Storm, Julie (R) 527 7065
6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 351 2228 28B Sviggum, Steve (R) 463 2273
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) 291 4246 23B Swenson, Howard (R) 539 8634
18B Jennings, Loren Geo (DFL) 237 0518 43B Sykora, Barb (R) 403 4315
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL) 349 5510 50B Tingelstad, Kathy (R) 567 5369
15A Juhnke, Al (DFL) 329 6206 5B Tomassoni, David J. (DFL) 233 0172
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) 255 4257 67B Trimble, Steve (DFL) 289 4201
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) 317 4240 25A Tuma, John (R) 369 4229
60A Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL) 231 0171 1A Tunheim, Jim (DFL) 335 9635
20B Kielkucki, Tony (R) 521 1534 34B Van Dellen, Henry Todd (R) 571 5511
16B Knoblach, Jim (R) 451 6316 51B Vandeveer, Ray (R) 529 4124
49B Koskinen, Luanne (DFL) 301 4231 63A Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 227 4200
53A Krinkie, Philip (R) 365 2907 61B Wejcman, Linda (DFL) 203 7152
15B Kubly, Gary W. (DFL) 315 4346 12B Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL) 389 4247
31A Kuisle, William (R) 565 4378 51A Westerberg, Andrew (R) 523 4226
56B Larsen, Peg (R) 551 4244 9B Westfall, Robert L. (Bob) (R) 553 6829
40A Larson, Dan (DFL) 225 7158 13A Westrom, Torrey (R) 557 4929
27B Leighton, Rob (DFL) 261 4193 38A Wilkin, Tim (R) 413 3533
40B Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 337 4218 22A Winter, Ted (DFL) 247 5505
45B Leppik, Peggy (R) 485 7026 41B Wolf, Ken (R) 359 5185
2A Lieder, Bernie L. (DFL) 323 5091 43A Workman, Tom (R) 537 5066
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Minnesota Senate 1999 Members

Phone Phone
District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296-
66 Anderson, Ellen R.DFL G-24 Cap. 5537 8 Lourey, Becky DFL G-9 Cap. 0293
26 Beckman, Tracy L. DFL 124G Cap. 5713 54 Marty, John DFL 326 Cap. 5645
4 Belanger Jr., William V.R 113 SOB 5975 39 Metzen, James P.DFL 303 Cap. 4370
13 Berg, Charles A.(IND.) G-51SOB 5094 2 Moe, Roger D. DFL 208 Cap. 2577
61 Berglin, Linda DFL 309 Cap. 4261 32 Morse, Steven DFL G-24 Cap. crnerrsssssiisnnenns 5649
48 Betzold, Don DFL 306 Cap. 2556 29 Murphy, Steve DFL 301 Cap. 4264
64 Cohen, Richard J.DFL 317 Cap. 5931 25 Neuville, Thomas M.R 123 SOB 1279
28 Day, Dick R 147 SOB 9457 52 Novak, Steven G. DFL 322 Cap. 4334
20 Dille, Steve R 103 SOB 4131 43 Oliver, Edward C.R 121 SOB 4837
14 Fischbach, Michelle L.R 149 SOB 2084 34 Olson,Gen R 119 SOB 1282
62 Flynn, Carol DFL 120 Cap. 4274 19 Ourada, Mark R 145 SOB 5981
49 Foley, Leo DFL G-9 Cap. 4154 65 Pappas, Sandra L. DFL 120 Cap. 1802
23 Frederickson, Dennis R.R 139 SOB 8138 37 Pariseau, Pat R 109 SOB 5252
50 Hanson, Paula E. DFL 328 Cap. 3219 27 Piper, Pat DFL G-9 Cap. 9248
58 Higgins, Linda |.DFL 227 Cap. 9246 59 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. DFL 235 Cap. 7809
24 Hottinger, John C.DFL 120 Cap. 6153 57 Price, Leonard R.DFL 235 Cap. 297-8060
5 Janezich, Jerry R. DFL 328 Cap. 8017 63 Ranum, Jane B.DFL 306 Cap. 297-8061
40 Johnson, Dave DFL 111 Cap. 9261 45 Robertson, Martha R.R 125 SOB 4314
15 Johnson, Dean E.R 117SOB 3826 35 Robling, Claire A.R 151 SOB 4123
6 Johnson, Douglas J. DFL 205 Cap. 8881 53 Runbeck, Linda R 107 SOB 1253
18 Johnson, Janet B. DFL G-9 Cap. 5419 1 Sams, Dallas C. DFL 328 Cap. 297-8063
46 Junge, Ember R.DFL 205 Cap. 2889 12 Samuelson, Don DFL 124 Cap. 4875
44 Kelley, Steve DFL 321 Cap. 297-8065 31 Scheevel, Kenric J.R 129 SOB 3903
67 Kelly, Randy C.DFL 323 Cap. 5285 47 Scheid, Linda DFL 317 SOB 8869
30 Kiscaden, Sheila M.R 135 SOB 4848 7 Solon, Sam G.DFL 303 Cap. 4188
16 Kleis, Dave R 143 SOB 6455 60 Spear, Allan H.DFL 120 Cap. 4191
36 Knutson, David L.R 133 SOB 4120 17 Stevens, Dan R 105 SOB 8075
51 Krentz, Jane DFL 235 Cap. 7061 1 Stumpf, LeRoy A.DFL G-24 Cap. .. ...8660
56 Laidig, Gary W.R 141 SOB 4351 4 Ten Eyck, David J. DFL G-24F Cap. 4913
9 Langseth, Keith DFL 122 Cap. 3205 42 Terwilliger, Roy R 115SOB 6238
10 Larson,CalR 153 SOB 5655 22 Vickerman, Jim DFL 226 Cap. 5650
21 Lesewski, Arlene J.R 131 SOB 4125 38 Wiener, Deanna L. DFL 303 Cap. 297-8073
3 Lessard, Bob DFL 111 Cap. 4136 55 Wiger, Charles W.DFL 325 Cap. 6820
33 Limmer,Warren R 127 SOB 2159

A+ Rep.Jim Tunheim-DFL
B« Rep.Tim Finseth-R
Sen.LeRoy A. Stumpf-DFL

Minnesota House

15

A« Rep. Al Juhnke-DFL
B« Rep.Gary W.Kubly-DFL
Sen.Dean E.Johnson-R

29

*Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

and Senate Membership

A« Rep.Jerry Dempsey-R
B+ Rep. Mike Osskopp-R
Sen. Steve Murphy-DFL

43

A+ Rep.Tom Workman-R
B« Rep.Barb Sykora-R
Sen.Edward C.Oliver-R

57

A Rep.Jim Seifert-R
B« Rep. Sharon Marko-DFL
Sen.Leonard R.Price-DFL

* Rep.Bernie L. Lieder-DFL
B+ Rep.Rod Skoe-DFL
Sen.Roger D. Moe-DFL

16

A+ Rep.Joe Opatz-DFL
B+ Rep.Jim Knoblach-R
Sen. Dave Kleis-R

30

A Rep.Fran Bradley-R
B+ Rep. Dave Bishop-R
Sen. Sheila M. Kiscaden-R

44

A« Rep.Betty Folliard-DFL
B+ Rep.Jim Rhodes-R
Sen.Steve Kelley-DFL

58

A« Rep.Joe Mullery-DFL
B« Rep. Gregory Gray-DFL
Sen.Linda I. Higgins-DFL

A Rep.Irv Anderson-DFL
B« Rep.Loren A. Solberg-DFL
Sen.Bob Lessard-DFL

17

A+ Rep.Sondra Erickson-R
B« Rep. Leslie J.Schumacher-DFL
Sen.Dan Stevens-R

31

A+ Rep.William Kuisle-R
B+ Rep. Gregory M. Davids-R
Sen.Kenric J.Scheevel-R

45

A+ Rep.Ron Abrams-R
B+ Rep.Peggy Leppik-R
Sen.Martha R.Robertson-R

59

A+ Rep.Len Biernat-DFL
B+ Rep. Phyllis Kahn-DFL
Sen.Lawrence J. Pogemiller-DFL

*Rep.Doug Fuller-R
*Rep.Larry Howes-R
Sen.David J.Ten Eyck-DFL

18

A+ Rep.Jim Rostberg-R
B« Rep. Loren Geo Jennings-DFL
Sen. Janet B.Johnson-DFL

32

A« Rep.Gene Pelowski Jr.-DFL
B+ Rep. Michelle Rifenberg-R
Sen. Steven Morse-DFL

46

A+ Rep.Ann H.Rest-DFL
B« Rep.Lyndon R.Carlson-DFL
Sen.Ember R.Junge-DFL

60

A+ Rep.Margaret Anderson Kelli
B« Rep. Myron Orfield-DFL
Sen.Allan H. Spear-DFL

her-DFL

* Rep.Tom Rukavina-DFL
B+ Rep. David J.Tomassoni-DFL
Sen.Jerry R.Janezich-DFL

19

A Rep.Mark Olson-R
B+ Rep.Bruce Anderson-R
Sen.Mark Ourada-R

33

A Rep.Arlon Lindner-R
B« Rep.Rich Stanek-R
Sen.Warren Limmer-R

47

A« Rep.Darlene Luther-DFL
B+ Rep.Phil Carruthers-DFL
Sen.Linda Scheid-DFL

61

A« Rep.Karen Clark-DFL
B+ Rep. Linda Wejcman-DFL
Sen.Linda Berglin-DFL

A+ Rep.Thomas (Tom) Bakk-DFL
B+ Rep.Thomas Huntley-DFL
Sen.Douglas J. Johnson-DFL

20

A+ Rep.Robert “Bob”Ness-R
B« Rep.Tony Kielkucki-R
Sen. Steve Dille-R

34

A Rep.Steve Smith-R
B« Rep.Henry Todd Van Dellen-R
Sen.Gen Olson-R

48

A+ Rep.Bill Haas-R
B« Rep.Alice M. Johnson-DFL
Sen.Don Betzold-DFL

62

A« Rep. Lee Greenfield-DFL
B+ Rep.Wes Skoglund-DFL
Sen.Carol Flynn-DFL

* Rep.Willard Munger-DFL
* Rep. Mike Jaros-DFL
Sen.Sam G.Solon-DFL

21

A+ Rep. Marty Seifert-R
B« Rep. Richard Mulder-R
Sen. Arlene J. Lesewski-R

35

A+ Rep.Carol L. Molnau-R
B+ Rep.Mark Buesgens-R
Sen.Claire A.Robling-R

49

A+ Rep.Jim Abeler-R
B« Rep. Luanne Koskinen-DFL
Sen.Leo Foley-DFL

63

A+ Rep.Jean Wagenius-DFL
B« Rep.Mark S.Gleason-DFL
Sen.Jane B.Ranum-DFL

1
2:
3:
4
5:
6:
7:
8

A+ Rep.Mary Murphy-DFL
B+ Rep.Bill Hilty-DFL
Sen.Becky Lourey-DFL

22

A+ Rep.Ted Winter-DFL
B+ Rep. Elaine Harder-R
Sen. Jim Vickerman-DFL

36

A Rep. Chris Gerlach-R
B+ Rep.Dan McElroy-R
Sen.David L.Knutson-R

50

A+ Rep.Tom Hackbarth-R
B+ Rep. Kathy Tingelstad-R
Sen.Paula E.Hanson-DFL

64

A+ Rep.Matt Entenza-DFL
B+ Rep. Michael Paymar-DFL
Sen.Richard J. Cohen-DFL

9

A+ Rep.Kevin Goodno-R
B+ Rep.Robert L. (Bob) Westfall-R
Sen.Keith Langseth-DFL

23

A~ Rep.JamesT.Clark-R
B+ Rep.Howard Swenson-R
Sen. Dennis R.Frederickson-R

37

A+ Rep.Dennis Ozment-R
B+ Rep.Mary Liz Holberg-R
Sen. Pat Pariseau-R

51

A+ Rep.Andrew Westerberg-R
B+ Rep.Ray Vandeveer-R
Sen. Jane Krentz-DFL

65

A+ Rep.Andy Dawkins-DFL
B+ Rep. Carlos Mariani-DFL
Sen.Sandra L.Pappas-DFL

10

A« Rep.Bud Nornes-R
B« Rep. George Cassell-R
Sen.Cal Larson-R

24

A+ Rep.John Dorn-DFL
B« Rep.Julie Storm-R
Sen.John C.Hottinger-DFL

38

A+ Rep.Tim Wilkin-R
B+ Rep.Tim Pawlenty-R
Sen.Deanna L.Wiener-DFL

52

A+ Rep. Satveer Chaudhary-DFL
B« Rep.Barb Haake-R
Sen.Steven G.Novak-DFL

66

A+ Rep.Tom Osthoff-DFL
B« Rep. Alice Hausman-DFL
Sen.Ellen R. Anderson-DFL

1

A+ Rep.Roxann Daggett-R
B+ Rep.Mary Ellen Otremba-DFL
Sen. Dallas C. Sams-DFL

25

A Rep.JohnTuma-R
B+ Rep.Lynda Boudreau-R
Sen.Thomas M.Neuville-R

39

A+ Rep.Thomas W. Pugh-DFL
B+ Rep.Bob Milbert-DFL
Sen.James P.Metzen-DFL

53

A« Rep.Philip Krinkie-R
B« Rep.Sherry Broecker-R
Sen.Linda Runbeck-R

12

A« Rep.Kris Hasskamp-DFL
B« Rep. Stephen G.Wenzel-DFL
Sen.Don Samuelson-DFL

26

A Rep.Bob Gunther-R
B« Rep.Henry J.Kalis-DFL
Sen.Tracy L.Beckman-DFL

40

A+ Rep.Dan Larson-DFL
B+ Rep.Ann Lenczewski-DFL
Sen.Dave Johnson-DFL

54

A+ Rep.Mary Jo McGuire-DFL
B+ Rep. Mindy Greiling-DFL
Sen.John Marty-DFL

13

A« Rep.Torrey Westrom-R
B+ Rep. Doug Peterson-DFL
Sen.Charles A.Berg-IND.

27

A+ Rep.Dan Dorman-R
B« Rep. Rob Leighton-DFL
Sen.Pat Piper-DFL

41

A+ Rep.Alice Seagren-R
B+ Rep.Ken Wolf-R
Sen.William V.Belanger Jr-R

55

A+ Rep.Harry Mares-R
B+ Rep. Betty McCollum-DFL
Sen.Charles W.Wiger-DFL

14

A Rep.Steve Dehler-R
B+ Rep.Doug Stang-R
Sen.Michelle L. Fischbach-R

28

A+ Rep.Doug Reuter-R
B+ Rep. Steve Sviggum-R
Sen.Dick Day-R

42

A Rep.Ron Erhardt-R
B+ Rep. Erik Paulsen-R
Sen.Roy Terwilliger-R

56

A+ Rep.Mark William Holsten-R
B+ Rep.Peg Larsen-R
Sen.Gary W.Laidig-R

67

(651

A+ Rep.Tim Mahoney-DFL
B« Rep. Steve Trimble-DFL
Sen.Randy C.Kelly-DFL

This document can be made
available in alternative

formats by calling the House at
(651) 296-2146 voice,

) 296-9896 TTY or the Senate at
(651) 296-0504 voice

or (651) 296-0250 TTY
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1999 House Standing Committee Schedule

Committee
Chair cuveceeecieceececeereeereer et Phone
Meeting Day ................ Room .......c.cee. Time

(All Rooms are in the State Office Building)

Agriculture Policy

Finseth c.ccceevieenieieneicnecneieeene 296-9918
Wed. .o 10 12:30 p.m
Agriculture &

Rural Development Finance
NESS .evveeeereeeeereeeeerreeeeereeeeereeeeenes 296-4344
Tues., Thurs. ....c.cceueee. 10 12:30 p.m
Capital Investment

Knoblach .....cooeevevinenniniiiniecne 296-6316
Tues., Thurs. ................ 5 e 12:30 p.m.
Civil Law

3t it W 296-9188
Mon., Wed. .......ccuueuee. 3 S 10 a.m
Commerce

Davids c...coveveeveeceenreeeeeeeneereenens 296-9278
Tues., Thuts. ....coeveeunes 200.......... 12:30 p.m.
Crime Prevention

720 <) O 296-5502
Tues., Thurs., Fri. ........ 3 S 10 a.m.

Education Policy

MaATES coeeeiieeeeiieeecctee e e eines 296-5363
Tues., Thurs. ....cceenee. ST 10 a.m.

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

OZMENT .oeeeereeeereeeceree e, 296-4306
Tues., Thurs. .....ccoeeneee. 10 i 10 a.m.

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

HOISten ..vovvveveeveceeeeceeeeeeteeveeeene 296-3018
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... 10 e, 10 a.m.

B-Basement Hearing Room

20 SESSION WEEKLY / January 8, 1999

Ethics

Harder ....coveveevevieeeeeeeereereeneenns 296-5373
Call of the Chair

Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

24 0T Yo L= SRR 296-9889
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... B 8 a.m.
Health &

Human Services Policy

Bradley .....ooeeeeeieiiiicciiieenee 296-9249
Tues., Thurs. ....ccceeenene. | [0 J 8 a.m.
Health &

Human Services Finance
GOOANO cevevverrereeereereeeeereerrenneenne 296-5515
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... 10 i 8am

Higher Education Finance

Leppik oo 296-7026
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... 300S....ccuue... 10 a.m.

Jobs & Economic
Development Policy

Jobs & Ecomomic

Development Finance

MCEIIOY ..o 296-4212
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... 200..cciecrrenreens 8 a.m.

Judiciary Finance

Broecker .....coueeveereecreeeeceeeieereeneenns 296-7153
Tues., Thurs. .....couveuee. 300S...ccoueenen. 8 a.m.

K-12 Education Finance

NI Ted <) RO 296-7803
Mon., Wed., Fri. .......... D e 10 a.m.

Local Government

Larsen .....coeevvecvicinicinicinniiinenns 296-4244

Mon., Wed. .....ccceueuceee 200......... 12:30 p.m

Rules &

Legislative Administration

Pawlenty .....cccceveveeeeencnereecnenenecnenene, 296-4128
Call of the Chair

State Government Finance

) 65351« L 296-2907
Tues., Thurs. ....cceeeneee. B 8a.m
Taxes

ADTAIMS ..veevvereerecteecreceeceeee s 296-9934
Tues., Thurs., Fri. ........ 200 10 am

Property Tax Division
Erhardt ..ccooveeevenneinnceccnennee 296-4363

WOrkman .....oeeeeeeeeveenecrneeeeeneens 296-5066
Tues., Thurs. ....cceeeneee. D e 8 a.m.

Transportation Finance

MOINAU ..cceveevecreerecreceeeeeere e 296-8872

Mon., Wed. ......co.u....... D et 8am

Ways & Means

BiShOp .evvveeeeceeccceceeee 296-0573
Call of the Chair



In the Hopper. . . Jan.8,1999

Bill Introductions

HF1-HF47

Thursday, Jan. 7

HF1—ADbeler (R)

Taxes

One-time individual income tax rebate
provided, and money appropriated.

HF2—Dorman (R)

Taxes

Individual income and property tax class
rates modified, HMO and nonprofitin-
surance premiums tax repealed, health
care taxes phased out, education home-
stead creditincreased, and general edu-
cation levy reduced.

HF3—Seifert, J. (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Early elementary class size reduced, and
money appropriated.

HF4—Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Initiative and referendum provided and
constitutional amendment proposed.

HF5—Wilkin (R)

Taxes

Three-fifths legislative majority vote
required for sales and income tax and
general education levy increases.

HF6—Hackbarth (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobile metal traction device use
restrictions modified, and recreational
vehicle rulemaking authority modified.

HF7—Haake (R)

Transportation Policy

Motor vehicle emissions inspection pro-
gram repealed.

HF8—Westfall (R)

Taxes

Agricultural property tax creditand state
reimbursement provided, and money
appropriated.

HF9—Sviggum (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Former legislators prohibited fromlob-
bying for one year after leaving office.

HF10—Pawlenty (R)

Jobs & Economic Development
Policy

School stability initiative for homeless
children established under the housing
finance agency, and money
appropriated.

HF11—Abeler (R)

K-12 Education Finance

General education basic formula allow-
anceinflationaryincrease provided, and
money appropriated.

HF12—Seifert, J. (R)

Crime Prevention

Three strikes; mandatory life sentence
imposed for persons convicted ofa third
violent felony offense.

HF13—Stanek (R)

Crime Prevention

Criminal gang oversight council and
strike force operation funded, grants
provided, and money appropriated.

HF14—Fuller (R)

Education Policy

Persons convicted of criminal sexual
conduct considered ineligible to be a
licensed teacher.

HF15—Kielkucki (R)

Education Policy

Graduation standards advisory panel
recommendations implemented, Pro-
file of Learning requirements modified,
state performance packages eliminated,
and advisory group established.

HF16—Pawlenty (R)

Education Policy

Public school students entitled to an
education without serious classroom
disruption, and remedy provided.

HF17—Hasskamp (DFL)

Taxes

Nisswa tax increment financing district
duration extension authorized.

HF18—Anderson, I. (DFL)
Education Policy

School district bond sale limitations
removed for certain outstanding capi-
tal loans.

HF19—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Companies required to show financial
need to qualify for subsidies.

HF20—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
International trade promoted in East
Central Europe, India, Southeast Asia,
and Latin America; and money appro-
priated.

HF21—Jaros (DFL)

Civil Law

Family statutory definition expanded
for the purposes of state administered
programs.

HF22—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Minnesota office of international af-
fairs established, and money appropri-
ated.

HF23—Jaros (DFL)

Commerce

Shopping cart child protective device
requirement established.

HF24—Jaros (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Simulated elections provided for
minors at polling places.

HF25—Pawlenty (R)

Taxes

Charitable contributions federal income
tax subtraction allowed for persons who
do not itemize deductions.

HF26—Solberg (DFL)

Education Policy

Mississippi Education Center previous
grantee changed to the city of Grand
Rapids, and condition imposed.

HF27—Seifert, M. (R)

Education Policy

Profile of Learning portion of high
school graduation rule repealed.

HF28—Anderson, I. (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Lifetime crossbow permits provided for
persons with permanent physical dis-
abilities.

HF29—Tunheim (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobiles with metal traction de-
vices operation prohibition on certain
public lands repealed.

HF30—Murphy (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax rebate made permanent,
and money appropriated.

HF31—Folliard (DFL)

Education Policy

Nonpublic schools subject to the fair
pupil dismissal law if families of

students have claimed education-related
expenses tax credits.

HF32—Anderson, |. (DFL)
Commerce

International Falls authorized to issue a
temporary on-sale liquor license.

HF33—Anderson, I. (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
All-terrain vehicle operation provisions
modified.

HF34—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Unicameral legislature provided with
135 members, and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF35—Haas (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Tobacco settlement money transferred
from the general fund to the health care
access fund, and MinnesotaCare pre-
mium and provider taxes repealed.

HF36—Erickson (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Onamia permitted an extension for
commencement of tax increment
financing district activities.

HF37—Erickson (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Milaca authorized tax increment financ-
ing district expenditures outside the
district.

HF38—Luther (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Anatomical gift donor designation
automatically included on driver’s li-
cense and identification card renewals.

HF39—Lieder (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Motor vehicle sales tax proceeds dedi-
cated to roads and public transit, pas-
senger automobile registration tax rate
reduced, and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF40—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nursing facility residents allowed to
request the use of restraints.

Continued on page 23
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Coming Up Next Week . . . Jan.8- 14,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(651) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Jan. 11

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
subcommittee discussion; Mark Shepard,
House Research; review of 1997-1998
government operations committee,

Rep. Phyllis Kahn.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
joint House Research/House Fiscal Analysis
Department presentation.

JOBS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Department of Trade and Economic
Development review of 1998 performance
report.

10 a.m.

Joint AGRICULTURE POLICY/TAXES
200 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Tim Finseth, Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: HFXXXX (Westfall) farm property
tax relief.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: new member orientation — the ABCs
of K-12 finance.

Legislative Audit Commission

107 State Capitol

Chr. Sen. Deanna Wiener

Agenda: release evaluation report on juvenile
out-of-home placement.
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12:30 p.m.

FAMILY & EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FINANCE
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora
Agenda: member and staff introductions;
committee procedures; agency overview of
Department of Children, Families and
Learning.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in session.

TUESDAY, Jan. 12

8 a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: continuation of joint House
Research/House Fiscal Analysis Department
presentation.

JOBS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
House Research presentation; plan for January
meetings; questions and comments.

Joint TRANSPORTATION POLICY/
TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Tom Workman,

Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: to be announced.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: introductions and scope of
commiittee jurisdiction; update on state agency
preparations for Y2K, Department of
Administration; update on Year 2000 Task
Force, Rep. Bill Hilty.

10 a.m.

EDUCATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: education overview by Tim Strom,
House Research, and Greg Crowe, House
Fiscal Analysis Department.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: introduction of members and staff;
issue update and preview by John Helland and
Jeanne Cochran, House Research.

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF1 (Abrams) tax rebate.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: review of 1997-1998 Department of
Agriculture programs and projects.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach

Agenda: introduction of members and staff;
organizational issues; role of committee;
informational presentation by Peter Sausen,
Department of Finance; presentation on the
flow of legislation, Jeanne LeFevre, House
Research.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: introduction of members and staff;
rules and procedures of committee;
presentations by House Research staff.

2:30 p.m.

WAYS & MEANS

454 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop

Agenda: discussion on National Conference of
State Legislatures (NCSL) services in the fiscal
area, Ron Snell, NCSL.

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 13

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: Department of Veterans Affairs
overview, Commissioner Bernie Melter;
Department of Military Affairs overview,
General Gary Le Blanc; video presentation,
history of benefits, Rep. Jim Rostberg; veterans
issues, Jim Cleary, House Research.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: presentation by Department of
Health.

JOBS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: to be announced.



10 a.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
committee operation and organizational
details.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: introduction of committee rules and
other guidelines; history of K-12 finance and
planning estimates.

Property Tax Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
presentation by House Research.

12:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
After Session

AGRICULTURE POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda: overview of Department of
Agriculture.

FAMILY & EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: fiscal overview; legislative history of
committee programs.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: member and staff introductions; to be
announced.

1:30 p.m. or Immediately
Following Session

WAYS AND MEANS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop

Agenda: bill(s) referred from House Taxes
Committee.

THURSDAY, Jan. 14

8 a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: presentation by Department of
Human Services.

JOBS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: to be announced.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
committee mission statement, goals, rules,
procedures and expectations; committee time
line and deadlines, agencies that receive
appropriations from committee, Gary Karger,
House Fiscal Analysis Department; reports
that are due to committee, member ranking of
reports to be heard by committee, House
Research.

Joint TRANSPORTATION POLICY/
TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Tom Workman,

Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: to be announced.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: history and overview of the
Minnesota Office of Technology, House
Research; review of the legislative auditor’s
financial audit of the

Minnesota Office of Technology ,

Claudia Gudvangen, Deputy Legislative
Auditor, Jeanine Leifeld, Audit Manager;
update on master plan and expenditure
tracking, Minnesota Office of Technology.

10 a.m.

EDUCATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: overview of the Task Force on
Transitional Issues report; public testimony.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: HF6 (Hackbarth) repeal of
snowmobile stud ban.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: review 1997-1998 Agricultural
Utilization Research Institute programs and
projects.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach

Agenda: continuation of presentation by Peter
Sausen, Department of Finance; presentation
on the flow of legislation, Jeanne LeFevre,
House Research; information on the debt
capacity forecast.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: agency overviews and presentations
by the Office of Tourism, Department of
Trade and Economic Development, and
Department of Commerce.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
4 p.m.
Legislative Audit Commission
107 State Capitol
Chr. Sen. Deanna Wiener

Agenda: release and discuss program
evaluation report on mosquito control.

FRIDAY, Jan. 15

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: to be announced.

JOBS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Department of Commerce review of
1998 performance report.

Bill Introductions continued from page 21

HF41—Pelowski (DFL)

Education Policy

Minnesota science and mathematics foundation es-
tablished, and money appropriated,

HF42—Folliard (DFL)
Health & Human Services Policy

Medical malpracticeaction statute of limitations modi-
fied.

HF43—Juhnke (DFL)

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Green Lake sanitary sewer and water project wastewa-
ter infrastructure funded, bonds authorized, and
money appropriated.

HF44—O0sskopp (R)

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Wabasha water and sewer extended to Reads Landing,
and money appropriated.

HF45—Folliard (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs

City councils authorized to establish procedures for
imposing ordinance violation civil penalties.

HF46—Bakk (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobile metal traction device use restrictions and
definitions modified.

HF47—Bishop (R)

Civil Law
Domestic abuse victim civil cause of action provided.
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Minnesota House of Representatives: Election 1998

Republican members ...... .. 71
DFL members .............. ... 63
Number of men ........ .. 99
Number of women ... .. 35
DFL women ............. ... 20
Republican WOmen ..........cccceceeeeeueuireneninueneeninieieieeseseeseneneeenes .. 15

Women serving at the end of the 1998 session (record high) .....
Percent of current first-termers who are women ..................... ... 23.8
Percent of all members who are women ...............

Percent of House members who did not serve last session... .15.7
Number of newly elected MEMDELS .....c.cccoererereeucerinencneeeieeeeeeeeeaeaenereenenene 21
Newly elected Republican members ..........cccccceeeueueuererenereieieererenerenerenenenenenes 14
Newly elected DFL MEMDETS .....c.c.cueueueueururueieiniririsinesesesesesesescscaesesesesenesesesenesesesenes 7
Percent of incumbents re-elected ...........oocovueiviiiiiininiiininiiiies 94.9
Number of incumbents Who LOSt .......cococceireeeceieeeieeieieeieeeieeieeieieeeeeeeeeeene 6
Number of those who were Republicans.........c.ceeueueeeeueueerinieuenenirineerienenecseenenes 0
OPEI1 SEALS ..vvenreiiriniiieiiteitee ettt ettt sae e st b e sa et sn e sbsse b ene st sbe s saentnenes 15
Open seats previously held by a DFLer, now held by a Republican........................ 2
Open seats previously held by a Republican, now held by a DFLer-.............c......... 1
Uncontested House 1aces, 1998 .........cccvuieiiiviiniiiniiniiiicniieicnessisenensescsesensssens 6
Number of those in DFL-held diStricts .........ccoeeueueeeueueuemeeeueuerereeeenenereenenenes 0
Change in DFL Caucus membership from January 1997 level ..........cccccccuvvvunncnee -7
Change in Republican CaUtCUS .........ccocoeeueueuememeueueueueuereueueieteieteuesesesessaessseseasssens +7
Republican Caucus’ cumulative loss of legislative experience since the end
Of the 1998 SESSION, 1M YEALS ...euvvrveeeeererirereesetaeeeneaeaeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseusseses 58
DEL Caucus’ LSS, Nl YEALS ....c.c.cueueueuererirerirererereieteieneietetststseccseeeesescscncncscncscnes 112
Votes cast in Minnesota for the 1998 general election ...........cccoceceereruneee 2,105,377
As a percent of all eligible VOLErs .........ccceueueueueieueueriueierieieiereieneieieaenenenenenennen 60.45
Districts with a Reform Party candidate, 1996 ........ccccceeueueuemeemeeeencncncnccnenenencae 14
Districts with a Reform Party candidate, 1998 ..........c.cccceeeiimieeeeeeeceeecnenen. 14

Greatest percentage of votes garnered by a Reform Party candidate,
I DI a e BBy N rrerererererererrrrr e O T O T T P P T YT OT T T T OO EYPPrOreeT
By a Grassroots Party candidate, District 59A
By a Libertarian Party candidate, District 27B
By a Better Life Party candidate, District 34A ........cocoeverinureeenirneereeeneierenenenenee

Sources: Office of the Secretary of State, Legislative Reference Library, and House Public
Information Office.
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To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
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giving committee meeting times and
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Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

o

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us

Teletypewriter (TTY)

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch
House committee and floor sessions
onTV.

This document can be made available
in alternative formats.
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Reflections

A highly important official in state government is the speaker of the house, who
presides over the largest legislative body.

OnJan. 5 when Rep. Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon) was elected speaker of the house, he
became the 60th person to hold the office since Minnesota’s territorial government
began in 1849. The last Republican speaker (then called an Independent-Republican)
was David Jennings (IR-Truman), who presided from 1985 to 1987.

AsMinnesota prepares to celebrate its 150th year since becominga territoryand 141st
year as a state, Speaker Sviggum joins a historically unique and politically diverse cadre
of elected officials. This group — 58 men and one woman — helped to shape, lead, and
direct the passage of laws that now govern the state and its residents.

Speakers have come to the Capitol from many political parties and all parts of the
state. They’ve come from northern, north-central, southwestern, northwestern, and
west-central parts of the state, including the cities of Minneapolis, St. Paul, and the
metropolitan-area suburbs.

In 1849, Joseph W. Furber (Cottage Grove) controlled the gavel as Minnesota’s first
speaker. He served in the House as a member of the Whig Party. Another Whig speaker,
John Quincy Farmer of Spring Valley also served as a Republican.

Unlike the political makeup of the 1999 Minnesota state government — there is a
Republican-controlled House, a DFL-controlled Senate, and a Reform Party governor
— many early speakers and Senate leaders were members of the same political party as
the governor. One speaker, Ezra T. Champlin (Garden City) was a member of the lesser
known Democratic Alliance Party. Others were the Conservative, Liberal, Conserva-
tive/Republican, Independent, Liberal/Democrat, Farmer-Labor, Independent Repub-
lican, and Democratic Farmer-Labor parties.

In 1913, when Henry Rines (Mora) was elected speaker, the Progressives controlled both
houses. Speaker William I. Nolan (Minneapolis), a Conservative/Republican whose party
gained control in 1919 from the Progressives, was elected with the endorsement of members
of the Nonpartisan League and the Working People’s Nonpartisan Political League.

Over the years, other rare activities took place. The speaker in 1859, Amos Coggswell
(Aurora), wasin the Republican Constitutional Convention, then ran as the Democratic
candidate for secretary of state in 1867. Lawrence M. Hall (St. Cloud) was elected to
serve as a Democrat in 1934, but he caucused with the Conservatives in 1939 to become
the youngest speaker.

A very different election for speaker took place exactly 20 years ago in 1979 when the
House was evenly divided. Rod Searle (IR-Waseca) was elected asa compromise. When
changes in members necessitated elections that put the DFL in the majority by two
members, and factions split the party, a coalition of 26 DFLers and 49 IRs elected Norton
as speaker.

Speaker Sviggum joins a unique group of officials who served their state in a most
honorable manner.

—LeClair G. Lambert

INSIDE
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House Minority Leader 13
Feature: Youth In Government 16
Member name pronunciation guide 18
Bill Introductions (HF48 - HF149) 19
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On the cover: A photo illustration depicts the 134 Minnesotans who serve in the House
of Representatives.
—Photo illustration by Andrew Von Bank
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First Reading

Giving it back . ..

Tax rebate plans top the 1999 legislative agenda

By Paul Wahl
proposed rebate of much
of the state’s budget sur-
plus was a major topic of
conversation in the House
during the first full week of
the 1999 session. But the tone of the
conversation changed as the week
progressed.

Monday, hearings were an-
nounced on a House bill that would
provide a rebate based on income
tax paid. But by week’s end, a plan
that would provide a refund based
on sales tax paid appeared to have
the upper hand.

In a televised appearance Jan. 11,
Gov. Jesse Venturasaid he favors the
sales tax proposal because he sees it
as simpler to implement and he be-
lieves it has a better chance of being
exempt from federal taxes. A formal
rebate plan was expected from
Ventura before the week’s end.

House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon)
said he was “all ears” to the idea. However, the
bill (HF1) that contains the House Republi-
cans’ rebate plan was heard in the House
Taxes Committee Jan. 12 and is expected to
come up for a vote in that committee after the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday Jan. 19.

The rebate plan, sponsored by Rep. Ron
Abrams (R-Minnetonka), would refund about
$1.1 billion. Most taxpayers would receive a
rebate of about 20 percent of their 1997 state
income taxes.

A separate bill (HF8) would provide a
mechanism for returning $80 million to Min-
nesota farmers. Language from that bill was
adopted asanamendment to HF1 in the Taxes
Commiittee Jan. 12.

Under provisions of HF1, all individuals or
couples who paid up to $150 or less in state
income taxes for 1997 would get the entire
amountback. Those who paid more than $150
would get back the $150 plus 20 percent of all
taxes paid over that amount.

The maximum rebate would be $7,600 for
married couples and $3,800 for all other taxpay-
ers. Taxpayers would receive their rebate checks
60 to 90 days after final passage of the bill.

The average taxpayer would receive a $575
check, according to statistics supplied by
Minnesota Department of Revenue.

Meanwhile, the farm rebate language aims
to give “true farmers” a boost, said Rep. Tim
Finseth (R-Angus), chair of the House Agri-
culture Policy Committee and an architect of
the legislation.

“Currently, farmers are in great need of on-
hand cash to help pay their upcoming prop-
erty taxes or [to buy] farm supplies for the
spring,” Finseth said.

The proposal is separated into aid for live-
stockand for cropland-intensive farmers. Live-
stock farmers with 160 acres or less would
receive half their property tax payment, not
including taxes due for their house, garage,
and one acre of land for their home.

Farmerswith more than 160 certifiableacres
for the 1998 crop year would receive $4 per
acre to apply toward their property taxes.

Farmers would have to complete a simple
form and send it to the Department of Rev-
enue to receive the rebate. Rebates would be
capped at $10,000 per farmer.

Both plans faced scrutiny in hearings before
the Taxes Committee Jan. 12 and before a
joint meeting of the Taxes Committee and the
House Agricultural & Rural Development Fi-
nance Committee Jan. 11.

Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls) said there
is no way of knowing whether the farm pro-
posals would benefit those most in need, and

Tax bills being debated in the House would send money back to anesotans One plan would prowde an income
tax rebate, and another proposal would send money to farmers.

Photo illustration by Tom Olmscheid

he asked for a distributive analysis of the
potential rebates.

Orfield said it appears to him that large
farmers would get the most aid, and he won-
dered whether they would be considered the
most needy.

But Finseth said that help would be chan-
neled to every farmer “who’s taking the risk
out there.” He said it was unfair to say that
because a farmer owns 2,500 acres he is more
prosperous than a farmer with only 500 acres.
He added that three or four members of a
family may be making their living from the
larger acreage.

Rep. Rod Skoe (DFL-Clearbrook) was con-
cerned that farmers who grow minor crops
thatdon’trequire certification, including wild
rice growers like himself, wouldn’t benefit
from the legislation.

Under the proposal, only acres growing
crops that are part of a federal program are
eligible for the per-acre payment.

“Ifyou’re trying to benefit all the farmers of
the state, then you should benefit all the farm-
ers of the state,” Skoe said.

Finseth said 90 percent or more of the state’s
19.6 million acres are planted in certifiable
crops.

“The attempt was to include the largest
number [of farmers] possible,” he said,
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adding that he hasn’t found a farmer yet that
isn’t hurting.

Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virgina) said he
would like to see the state’s 4,800 loggers —
tree farmers, as he described them — included
in the proposal.

“They’ve had three bad years in a row,” he
said.

Several legislators questioned why agricul-
ture was being singled out for help when other
sectors of the economy are also in dire straits.

Rep. Andy Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul) said he
represents an inner-city neighborhood where
additional money for police protection is
needed because “families believe it’s too dan-
geroustolettheir children play outside. They’re
also in dire straits.”

Finseth said there are probably thousands
of things the state should be doing, but added
that agriculture is 40 percent of the state’s
economy and the agricultural rebate plan is
targeted specifically at keeping that sector
healthy.

“This spring, you’re going to see more fore-
closures in agriculture than ever before,”
Finseth said.

Representatives from a handful of organi-
zations whose members are concerned about
taxes and state spending also testified on the
proposals, mostly lauding the effort to pro-
vide the rebate immediately.

According to some, any dollars refunded
under both the farm rebate plan and the in-
come tax rebate plan would be taxable under
federal income tax statutes. That provides
impetus for the plan that Ventura and some
DFLers have advanced to base rebates on es-
tablished estimates of sales tax paid, linked to
income.

No one was prepared to say conclusively
that the sales tax based refund wouldn’t be
taxable by the federal government, but most
admitted chances were better than those of the
rebate based on income taxes.

Between $100 million and $200 million
would be paid in taxes to the federal govern-
ment under the income tax rebate plan as it’s
written, according to some estimates.

Hints that the rebate may grow even larger
were also sounded by the revenue department
Jan. 12 when officials revealed that state rev-
enues for November and December were $98
million over projections.

One plan to permanently reduce income
tax rates is contained in another bill (HF2),
sponsored by Rep. Dan Dorman (R-Albert
Lea), that has not yet received a hearing in a
House committee. @,
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Amendments and the‘extraordinary majority’

You can’tsit on the fence
; when it comes to constitu-
E'!, tionalamendmentsin Min-
| nesota. If you’re not part of
S the solution, you're part of
the problem.

In fact, it says so right on
the ballot: “Failure to vote on a constitu-
tional amendment will have the same ef-
fect as voting no for the amendment.”

That’s because Minnesota’s constitu-
tion requires that amendments be ap-
proved by a “majority ofall electors voting
at said election.” For an amendment to
pass it must be approved by an extraordi-
nary majority — a majority of all voters
voting in the election, not just those vot-
ing on that particular question.

Prior to 1898, the process to amend the
Minnesota Constitution was one of the
easiest in the country. Amendments had
to be approved by a simple majority of the
Legislature and a simple majority of vot-
ers voting on that question.

Critics argued that the constitution
couldbeamended

It's a Fact!

The effects of the 1898 amendment can
be seen in the numbers. From 1858 to
1898, voters approved 48 of 66 amend-
ments to the constitution, a 73 percent
approval rate. In contrast, from 1898 to
1998, voters approved 71 of 145 amend-
ments, slightly less than 50 percent.

Ironically, the 1898 amendment would
not have passed under its own terms. The
change was approved by a majority of
voters who voted on that particular ballot
question. However, the amendment fell
55,866 votes short of a majority of all
voters who went to the polls that year.

In effect, about 28 percent of Minne-
sota voters in the 1898 election decided
thatall future constitutional amendments
would have to be ratified by over 50 per-
cent of all voters.

In 1974, legislators passed a proposed
constitutional amendment that would
have eased the extraordinary majority re-
quirement. Under the proposal, anamend-
ment would have become law upon
receiving 55 percent of the votes on that

too easily, subject- . tion.

ing the document B ps b Fee oo Although the
to the whims ofan il 2 s 1974 amendment
often-fickle elec- ! was approved by
torate | almost 59 percent
Minnesota’s first Frcn ks of voters voting

governor, Henry a i
Sibley, lambasted
the fact that the | i/ 'vi o o
state’s answer to
the Magna Carta
could be so easily
altered.

In 1897, legisla-
tors sent an
amendmentto the
voters that put the
current extraordi-
nary majority re-
quirement in

LI i o P raimint B on the question,
it L e it failed to meet
E ~ ¢ #endivd  the 1898 extraor-

particular ques-

dinary majority
requirement and
was not ap-
proved.
Constitutional
amendments
have done well for
themselves in the
last 10 years. De-
spite the 1898 re-
quirement, voters

place.  Voters
approved  the
amendmentin the
1898 election.

That amendment is often referred to as
the “brewers’ amendment” because the
proposal was allegedly pushed through
the Legislature by anti-prohibition forces
who wanted to make it difficult to regulate
liquor.

constitution.

An 1898 amendment to the Minnesota
Constitution made it more difficult toamend the

have approved
nine out of 10
amendments, in-
cluding the three amendments approved
in November 1998 — one giving constitu-
tional protection to hunting and fishing;
one abolishing the state treasurer’s office;
and one extending state lottery proceeds
to an environmental trust fund.

Photo of the Minnesota Constituion courtesy Minnesota Historical Society

Photo illustration by Paul Battaglia
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AGRICULTURE

Turning waste to watts

A British firm is considering building a
power plant in Minnesota that would turn
poultry manure into electricity and leave be-
hind a high-quality farm fertilizer.

Rupert Fraser, who represents London-
based Fibrowatt, outlined his plans before the
House Agriculture Policy Committee Jan. 13.

Fibrowatt has developed a high-tech system
for burning poultry “litter” that Fraser said
would benefit growers as well as the state’s
environment and economy.

The company’s three operating power sta-
tions in the United Kingdom obtain poultry
droppings from surrounding farms. The waste
is transported in tightly covered trucks to the
station’s fuel-receiving site and kept at nega-
tive pressure to prevent odors from escaping.

At the plant, a furnace burns the manure at
1,500 degrees, heating water in a boiler to
produce steam, which drives a turbine linked
to an electricity generator. The ash is recov-
ered and sold as fertilizer.

Fraser said the plan is deceptively simple.

The idea drew mixed response from com-
mittee members.

Responding to concerns of Rep. Gary Kubly
(DFL-Granite Falls) about emissions from the
plant, Fraser said the plants meet stringent
U.K. limits for emissions and that officials of
the Environmental Protection Agency said
preliminarily that the plant would pass mus-
ter here.

Rep. Leslie Schumacher (DFL-Princeton)
said she is skeptical of the plan because Min-
nesota is notorious for creating systems for
environmental protection that end up being
costly. She pointed to the state’s refuse dried
fuels program as an example.

Shesuggested the current method of spread-
ing poultry waste on fields might be adequate.

Greg Langmo, a poultry farmer from
Litchfield, Minn., who accompanied Fraser to
the hearing, said the existing method of poul-
try manure disposal is cumbersome.

“In the spring, farmers don’t want you on
the fields, and in the fall, you may only have a
few days to spread because of the weather,”
Langmo testified. “We can’t move enough of
it far enough at the right time.”

He said more than 600,000 tons of poultry
waste is generated each year in Minnesota.

Rupert Fraser, representing the British company
Fibrowatt, testifies before the House Agriculture
& Rural Development Policy Committee Jan. 13.
Fibrowatt built the world’s first power station
fueled by poultry “litter.”

Fraser said he isn’t ready to ask the Legisla-
ture for anything specific at this time, but he
said federal subsidies were under consider-
ation. Langmo said it would be helpful to
include poultry manure in any renewable en-
ergy language in existing renewable energy
programs.

The committee took no action.

High hurdle awaits bond shift

BONDING

Any proposal to repeal the 1998 law requir-
ing the state to pay $400 million in cash for
thatyear’s capital projects will require 81 House
votes and 41 Senate votes, according to an
interpretation issued by the state’s bond
counsel.

Inaletter provided to members of the House
Capitol Investment Committee Jan. 14, the
counsel says that it will not certify the sale of
bonds unless they are authorized in the form
of abonding bill, which requires a three-fifths
majority under the state constitution.

According to the letter, the 1998 law “has
terminated the authority to issue bonds for
the projectsin question and the appropriation
of funds necessary to pay the bonds; the au-
thorization of bonds for such projects mustbe

accomplished by a bonding bill complying
with the stated language of the constitution;
and thebond counsel opinion standard would
prevent us from approving bonds not autho-
rized by such a bonding bill.”

The firm does not believe that a new bond-
ing bill would require the detail of the 1998
bonding law.

“As an aside, we note that bonding bills
typically contain language amplifying and
describing projectsalreadyidentified,” thelet-
ter states. “We do not believe such provisions
are constitutionally required here, so long as
the purposes for the bonds and proceeds allo-
cated to those purposes are clearly set forth.”

Wishing to free up surplus funds for poten-
tial tax rebates, House Republicans had ex-
pressed interestin repealing the 1998 law which
replaces the bonds with cash.

With the ruling of the counsel, Republicans
said that they won’t pursue the bond funds.

House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon)
said that his caucus does not need the bond
funds because its $1.1 billion tax rebate plan
makes use of the first tobacco settlement pay-
ments. He said that the governor and the
Senate DFLers may need the bond money
because their rebate plans don’t call for using
the settlement money.

Last year’s $999 million capital projects law
authorized the state to issue bonds and pay
cash for a myriad of capital improvements
statewide. Under thelaw, the state was tobond
for approximately half of the projects and pay
cash for the other half.

A provision in last year’s tax law directed
the Department of Finance to replace $400
million of the bonded sum with a $400 million
cash payment if a sufficient budget surplus
was projected for the remainder of the 1998-
1999 biennium.

In November 1998, the Department of Fi-
nance announced a $1.56 billion projected
surplus. Of thatamount, $400 millionis sched-
uled to pay for the capital projects.

The law firm of Dorsey and Whitney in
Minneapolis has acted as the state’s general
obligation bond counsel since the 1960s. The
firm was selected to certify and give opinions
concerning state bonds by the attorney
general.

Peter Sausen, assistant commissioner with
the Department of Finance, provided the Jan.
13 letter to members of the Capital Invest-
ment Committee.

January 15, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 5



e

Job one: finding workers

DEVELOPMENT

Minnesota’s high employment rate has
forced the Department of Trade and Eco-
nomic Development (DTED) to adjust priori-
ties, officials told legislators at the House Jobs
& Economic Development Finance Commit-
tee meeting Jan. 11.

Gary Fields, deputy commissioner with the
DTED Business and Community Develop-
ment Division, reported that the agency is
working hard to respond to the labor
shortage.

“Workforce availability is our greatest chal-
lenge,” he said.

Accordingto the department’s 1998 perfor-
mance report, statewide employment in-
creased 16.9 percent from 1991 to 1997.
Nationally, employment increased only 12.1
percent in that period.

Fields told the committee that the depart-
ment is working on issues such as employee
recruitment and affordable housing projects
to attract and retain workers. He also said that
the department is concerned with the creation
of high-quality, livable-wage jobs.

“Such targeted job creation is important so
that all regions have an adequate number of
well-paying jobs which will enhance future
career opportunities for all Minnesotans and
fuel the state’s long-term economic prosper-
ity,” the performance report states.

Recently-appointed DTED Commissioner
Jerry Carlson responded to questions during
his first appearance before a committee of the
Legislature.

Rep. Mike Jaros (DFL-Duluth) asked the
Ventura appointee if he thought that it was
fair for welfare recipients to have to prove the
need for assistance when businesses often re-
ceive assistance without much scrutiny.

“I think that it’s dangerous ground to try
and make some black-and-white comparison
between the human welfare side and what I
hesitate to call the business welfare side,”
Carlson said.

He told the committee that he feels business
results can often be quantified, while results
for individuals should be qualified.

Need a copy of a bill?
Call the Chief Clerk’s Office at
(651) 296-2314
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Disbanding the state board

The nuts and bolts of dissolving the State
Board of Education were discussed at a meet-
ing of the House Education Policy Committee
Jan. 14.

A measure signed into law in 1998 by then-
Gov. Arne Carlson included a provision to
abolish the 80-year-old board effective Dec.
31 of that year.

Under the law, the board’s duties will be
transferred to the commissioner of the De-
partment of Children, Families and Learning,
unless the Legislature passes other recom-
mendations this session.

And it’s likely that lawmakers will come up
with those additional recommendations partly
based on a Dec. 15, 1998, report issued by the
Task Force on Transitional Issues.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) and
Rep. Len Biernat (DFL-Mpls), both members
of the task force, briefed their fellow commit-
tee members on the report.

While most of the duties will be handed
over to the commissioner, the report suggests
that some responsibilities be transferred else-
where to prevent overload at the department.
Suggestions include allowing school boards to
appeal commissioner decisions to adminis-
trativelaw judges, and finding new homebases
for licensing administrators and for oversee-
ing bilingual and English as a second language
teachers.

In addition, the report recommends that
advisory committees be set up to handle char-
ter schools and rulemaking.

But some witnesses and legislators ques-
tioned the need for advisory committees. They
pointed out that if open meeting laws are
followed, members of those committees (who
often serve on other boards or committees
together) would be in danger of violating the
law if they happen to meet quorum some-
where other than the actual meeting — at a
different committee meeting, for instance —
and happen to discuss relevant issues.

And creating a suitable organization for
licensing administrators drew fire from some
witnesses, who advocated that the process be
kept separate from teacher licensing and also
subject to peer review.

Representatives from the state academies
for the deaf and blind in Faribault, and the
State Special Education Advisory Council also
testified at the committee. Both favored re-
pealing the 1998 law and reinstating the board,
citing benefits the board brings to their orga-
nizations.

EDUCATION

Originally, the House version of the 1998
omnibus education bill did not call for abol-
ishing the nine-member board. A Senate pro-
vision to eliminate the board was added in
conference committee. But the process was
left largely undefined.

“Anything done in haste should be exam-
ined later on,” Greiling said.

League offers labor solutions

EMPLOYMENT

The Minnesota Citizens League presented
its plan to address the state’s labor shortage to
members of the House Jobs & Economic De-
velopment Finance Committee Jan. 13.

The nonprofit publicinterest group released
“Help Wanted: More Opportunities than
People” in November 1998. The report con-
sists of a review of the state’s labor situation
and policy recommendations.

Janna King, a member of the Citizen
League’s Twin Cities Labor Shortage Com-
mittee, said that policymakers have dealt with
labor surpluses for 63 of the last 68 years. She
said the switch to dealing with a shortage is
difficult.

“This is such a huge shift,” she said. “Idon’t
think we have a clue how to act. It presents a
lot of challenges.”

Inits report, the Citizens League articulates
a new approach for economic development
and labor policy.

“New paradigms, programs, and
collaboratives should look to improve the pro-
ductivity of the regional economy, making up
through sheer innovation whatitlacks in terms
of sheer numbers of workers,” the report says.

Here are some of the policy recommenda-
tions made in the report.

+ Policy makers should move away from ge-
nericjob creation to improved productivity,
including focusing on “industry clusters”
over individual businesses. The report ad-
vocates supporting strong niche industries,
such as computers and medical devices, that
can have long-term effects on quality job
creation.

+ The Legislature should pass tax policies that

encourage technology-based investments. A

new economy based on a labor shortage will

rely heavily on technology.

Education and training programs should

providelonger term assistance to entry-level

workers and those who are underemployed.

These programs should focus on meeting

the needs of employers, especially employ-

ersidentified in the industry clusters. Train-
ing should also provide workers who are



underemployed with skills not only to get a
job, but to keep that job and advance.

Legislators were interested in recommen-
dations on how to make employment training
programs more effective. The report outlines
a “best practices” review process that would
give funding bodies the power to reward effec-
tive programs and eliminate those which don’t
produce.

The report also suggests introducing more
competition by placing the funding power
directly with the trainee. One suggestion is a
voucher system, where a worker could choose
the program that most suits his or her needs.

State Demographer Tom Gillaspy also testi-
fied before the committee. He said that
Minnesota’s labor growth since World War II
was based on the natural aging of a young
population and the entry of women in to the
work force. These factors have leveled off.

He said that employment growth averaged
1.6 percent annually over the last seven years,
while the labor force only grew by an average
of 1.4 percent per year over the same period.

‘f‘q{M) ENVIRONMENT

New plan targets stud ban

A statewide ban on the use of snowmobile
studs would be removed under a proposal
approved Jan. 14 by the House Environment &
Natural Resources Policy Committee.

Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar), sponsor
of the bill (HF6), said it would cause state

MarkHugunin, fromthe Minnesota Parks and Trails
Council, testifies against a bill that would repeal
the snowmobile stud ban. Critics of the bill say
that the ban is necessary because of damage to
the state’s paved trails.

DougFranzen, representing the Minnesota United
Snowmobilers Association, testifies in favor of a
bill that would repeal the 1998 snowmobile stud
ban. The bill was approved by the House

Environment & Natural
Committee Jan. 14.

Resources Policy

snowmobiling rules to revert to 1997 law.
Snowmobiling with studs would still be pro-
hibited on paved trails, but it would be legal in
other public areas.

A 1998 law is set to ban the use of snowmo-
bile studs on any public lands, roads, or trails
after July 1. In other words, this is the last
winter studs will be allowed in the state, except
on private lands and frozen lakes.

Hackbarth’s plan also would eliminate the
current $50 annual surcharge for snowmo-
biles with studs. The temporary surcharge,
mandated by the 1998 law to be in place until
theban takes effect, is earmarked for the repair
of paved state trails.

Greg Sorenson and Doug Franzen of the Min-
nesota United Snowmobilers Association ap-
peared in support of the bill. Sorenson said
banning the use of studs would be devastating to
businesses in the tourism industry. And Franzen
said studs improve snowmobile safety by en-
abling people to stop faster, especially on ice.

But Mark Hugunin, of the Minnesota
Parks & Trails Council, said snowmobiles with
studshave caused tremendous damage to trails.
Repairing the damage on state-operated trails
would cost about $1 million, he said. Repair-
ing trails that are maintained by counties or
townships would increase the amount to
$3 million.

Hugunin recommended that any legisla-
tion include establishing a fund to pay for
repairs to trails and enforcement of the rules.
Money should also be designated for public
education efforts, he said.

Hackbarth said preventing future damage
to trails could be addressed in a separate bill.

“I think a lot of snowmobilers were not
aware that they couldn’t go on paved trails
(when using studs). But this has been a hot
topic, and I would hope to see a decline,”
Hackbarth said.

The bill now goes to the House Environ-

ment & Natural Resources Finance
Committee.
GOVERNMENT

The rules have changed

“Windbag” was the word of the day during
a Jan. 11 floor debate over proposed changes
to the permanent rules of the House.

Members adopted the permanent rules of
the House on a 79-52 vote, but only after
nearly five hours of lengthy debate — or

“wind-bagging,” as some members called it.

Much of the time was spent discussing
changes to the “previous question” motion,
which allows excessive debate to be termi-
nated and an immediate vote to be taken on
the proposal in question.

Approved changes call for minimum time
limits before the previous question can be
called, including a two-hour debate allowance
for major finance or revenue bills, one hour
for other bills, and 20 minutes for debate on
amendments or motions.

DFL members questioned the need to
change the previous question rule, which has
rarely been used. They said that creating time
limits would encourage members to invoke
the rule and effectively impose censorship and
create artificial time limits on debate.

“I need to hear the debate,” said Rep.
Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby). “I don’t make
up my mind before I get here.”

Republican members countered that the
changes in fact provided for minimum debate
times, whereas the old rules allowed the previ-
ous question to be called at any time.

“This is a modest, gentle reform that on its
face gives the minority more rights than they
currently have,” said Majority Leader
Tim Pawlenty (R-Eagan).

In another rule change, members approved
an amendment offered by Rep. Peggy Leppik
(R-Golden Valley), that adds the word “non-
denominational” to the description of the type
of prayerallowed in the House chamber. (Each
floor session begins with a prayer by the House
chaplain or, as is often the case, by a visiting
chaplain for the day.) The amendment also
added that the prayer must “respect the reli-
gious diversity of the House.”
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Members also passed significant changes to
the rules governing bills.

The General Orders calendar (once the list
ofbills awaiting floor action) isno more. It has
been replaced by the General Register. The
Committee of the Whole process that went
along with General Orders bills also has been
eliminated.

The Special Orders calendar (the list of bills
designated for floor action on a given day) is
gone, too. It has been replaced with the Calen-
dar of Day.

There also is a new deadline on selecting
bills for the Calendar of the Day. The House
Rules and Legislative Administration Com-
mittee must set the Calendar of the Day by 5
p-m. on the day before the floor session. But
that rule only applies until late April, allowing
more flexibility in the weeks before adjourn-
ment. (Previously, Special Orders were often
designated just minutes before the beginning
of a floor session, and critics said that pro-
vided too little notice for interested parties.)

There will no longer be “Rule 1.10” bills.
The list of fiscal bills called up on the floor by
the chair of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee will now be called the Fiscal Calendar.
Also, the number of co-sponsors allowed for a
bill has been increased from five to 35.

Other changes to the House rules require
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance at each
floor session (instead of weekly) and require
the process by which budget priorities are set
to be publicized.

The new rules took effect immediately.

m HUMAN SERVICES

Report: programs need help

Some lawmakers have questioned whether
the state should build more facilities for juve-
nile out-of-home placements, but a Legisla-
tive Audit report recommends increasing the
quality of services rather than the number of
beds.

Legislative Auditor Jim Nobles said out-of-
home placement is often associated with juve-
nile crime, but the majority of such placements
are made because of the conduct of parents,
not children.

The report says placements are caused by a
child’s behavior only 30 percent of the time.
Parents’ conduct, such as abusing or neglect-
ing a child, is the cause 46 percent of the time.
Other placements are ordered because chil-
dren have drug or alcohol problems or are
emotionally disturbed.

Thevariety of reasons for placements makes
ita challenge to design and administer appro-
priate programs, Nobles said. The adminis-
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tration—and funding— of those programsis

handled primarily by county governments in

Minnesota. Approaches vary between coun-

ties, as do the costs of providing services in

different counties. The state spends $225 mil-

lion annually on out-of-home placements.

The auditor’s report involved interviews
and surveys of human services directors and
corrections supervisors who work with out-
of-home placement throughout the state.
Among suggestions for improving “treatment
care” foster homes, group homes, and correc-
tional, mental health, and chemical depen-
dency facilities are:

« Increase options for short-term placement.
(Some officials said “standard” programs
arelonger — and more costly— than neces-
sary.);

« Tailor programs to meet the needs of fami-
lies;

+ Preserve family ties by allowing more fre-
quent parental visits, especially in correc-
tional facilities and group homes;

+ Provide more “aftercare” services for chil-
dren who have returned home after com-
pleting programs; and

+ Improve sensitivity to cultural and ethnic
differences in children served. The report
showed disproportionate percentages of out-
of-home placementsinvolve children of eth-
nic minorities.

Other major recommendations of the re-
portinclude a proposal to require courts to set
more specific placement goals and to require
state agencies to monitor and report on the
success of those goals.

The report also suggests that counties be
required to establish juvenile screening teams
and to develop community-based alternatives
to out-of-home placements.

Joel Alter, program evaluation coordinator
with the Office of Legislative Auditor, said the
task that remains is determining how success-
ful the programs are.

Most counties evaluate the success of pro-
grams, but gathering statewide information is
just getting started, said Erin Sullivan Sutton,
Director of the Family & Children’s Services
Division of the Department of Human Ser-
vices. She said her department will be releas-
ing reports that evaluate outcomes of child
welfare programs and other related areas.
Sullivan Sutton said the reports, which were
requested by the 1998 Legislature, will create a
base of information that will make it easier to
continue gathering data in future years.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us

TRANSPORTATION

Growing transit demands

Officials from the Metropolitan Council
gave lawmakers a glimpse of their public tran-
sit budget request at a joint meeting of the
House Transportation Finance and House
Transportation Policy committees Jan. 12.

The council’s $120.6 million request in-
cludes provisions for basic operations and
investment packages to provide for future plan-
ning. In addition, Metro Transit is asking for
$52 million in bond revenue for capital
projects.

Metro Transit officials and representatives
from the Suburban Transit Association briefed
lawmakers on their budgets and operations as
part of the committees’ first meeting of the
legislative session.

The two organizations make up the major-
ity of public transit services in the metro area,
with the Suburban Transit Association pro-
viding small, suburban-based commuter
routes and carpool programs in cities that are
not part of the Metro Transit system, such as
Burnsville, Eagan, Shakopee, Rosemount, and
Prior Lake. Metro Transit runs the area’s pub-
lic bus system and Metro Mobility, a transit
service for people with disabilities.

Jim Solem, a regional administrator with
the Metropolitan Council, told committee
members that in order to keep up with the
growing traffic congestion in the Twin Cities
metro area, the transit system will have to be
doubled by 2020.

ArtLeahy, general manager for Metro Tran-
sit, said ridership is at its highest rate in five
years and is exceeding service increases.

Tokeep pace with that growth, Metro Tran-
sit would use the state funding to increase
service by 8.3 percent and increase Metro
Mobility service by 7.7 percent.

The package also would provide additional
funding for the Hiawatha Avenue Corridor
project, a planned light-rail transit line from
downtown Minneapolis to the Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport and the Mall of
America. Funds also would be earmarked to
help with adjustments in property taxes as
service increases.

Metro Transit would use the $52 million in
bond funds to replace 292 buses, construct
five new park-and-ride lots and nine transit
hubs, and complete a garage in the eastern
metropolitan area. The money also would
cover matching funds for federal transporta-
tion grants.



Minnesota House of Representatives

1999 Committee Assignments by Member

Abeler, Jim (R)-AN0Ka ....ccoounnnrrrrrrrriissrssrnnnns 49A
Education Policy

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Abrams, Ron (R)-Minnetonka .................. 45A
Taxes, chair

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Property Tax Division

Rules & Legislative Administration

Ways & Means

Anderson, Bruce (R)-Buffalo Township ... 19B
Crime Prevention, vice chair
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
State Government Finance

Anderson, Irv (DFL)-International Falls ..... 3A
Capital Investment

Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Bakk, Thomas “Tom” (DFL)-CooK ............... 6A
Commerce

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Biernat, Len (DFL)-Minneapolis .......cccceuunee 59A
Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Transportation Policy

Bishop, Dave (R)-Rochester .........ccccconuerernnae 30B
Ways & Means, chair

Capital Investment

Civil Law

Crime Prevention

Boudreau, Lynda (R)-Faribault................... 25B
Health & Human Services Policy, vice chair
Civil Law

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Finance

Bradley, Fran (R)-Rochester......cccccouecnuuuunee 30A
Health & Human Services Policy, chair
Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Finance

Rules & Legislative Administration

Broecker, Sherry (R)-Vadnais Heights...... 53B
Judiciary Finance, chair

Civil Law

Crime Prevention

Buesgens, Mark (R)-Jordan ........cecomuvee 35B
Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Transportation Policy

Carlson, Lyndon R. (DFL)-Crystal ............... 46B
Education Policy, DFL lead
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Higher Education Finance
Ways & Means

Carruthers, Phil (DFL)-Brooklyn Center... 47B
Civil Law, DFL lead

Capital Investment

Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes

Cassell, George (R)-Alexandria.........cccoccun... 10B
Agriculture Policy

Education Policy

Higher Education Finance

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Chaudhary, Satveer (DFL)-Fridley ............. 52A
Education Policy

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Clark, James T. (R)-Springfield
Transportation Policy, vice chair

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Property Tax Division

Taxes

Clark, Karen (DFL)-Minneapolis................... 61A
Commerce

Jobs & Economic Development Finance

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Daggett, Roxann (R)-Frazee........cccoconeuuee.. 11A
Taxes, vice chair

Capital Investment

Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Property Tax Division

Davids, Gregory M. (R)-Preston .......ccccc..... 31B
Commerce, chair

Agriculture Policy

Ethics

Jobs & Economic Development Finance
Transportation Policy

Dawkins, Andy (DFL)-St. Paul
Civil Law

Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Taxes

Dehler, Steve (R)-St. Joseph .......ccevvrerernece 14A
Higher Education Finance, vice chair
Education Policy
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy

Dempsey, Jerry (R)-Hastings.......ccccccecveeuneee 29A
Capital Investment, vice chair

Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Dorman, Dan (R)-Albert Lea..........ccccouuuecces 27A
Agriculture Policy

Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Property Tax Division

Taxes

Dorn, John (DFL)-Mankato .....ccceuueveevrvvunnen. 24A
Education Policy

Health & Human Services Policy

Higher Education Finance

Entenza, Matt (DFL)-St. Paul .........cccovvvevenneee 64A
Commerce

Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Ways & Means

Erhardt, Ron (R)-Edina ........cccouvevvvvirrerernne 42A
Property Tax Division, chair

Commerce

Taxes

Erickson, Sondra (R)-Princeton.................... 17A

Education Policy
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Finseth, Tim (R)-Angus
Agriculture Policy, chair

Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Ways & Means

Folliard, Betty (DFL)-Hopkins .....cccoeuuevvvurnnee 44A
Education Policy
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Higher Education Finance

Fuller, Doug (R)-Bemidji ......ccoeeeerrvurrecrrerenennne 4A
Capital Investment

Crime Prevention

Judiciary Finance

Ways & Means

Gerlach, Chris (R)-Apple Valley .................. 36A
Commerce
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
State Government Finance

Gleason, Mark S. (DFL)-Richfield ................ 63B

Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
State Government Finance

Goodno, Kevin (R)-Moorhead ...........ccco..... 9A

Health & Human Services Finance, chair
Crime Prevention
Health & Human Services Policy

Gray, Gregory (DFL)-Minneapolis............... 58B

Education Policy
Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Greenfield, Lee (DFL)-Minneapolis ........... 62A

Health & Human Services Finance, DFL lead
Health & Human Services Policy
Ways & Means

Greiling, Mindy (DFL)-Roseville .................. 54B
Education Policy
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
K-12 Education Finance
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Gunther, Bob (R)-Fairmont............ccceevuune. 26A
Jobs &

Economic Development Finance, vice chair
Agriculture Policy
Commerce
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Haake, Barb (R)-Mounds View.................... 52B
Crime Prevention

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Transportation Finance

Transportation Policy

Haas, Bill (R)-Champlin ........ccvrereereenncennns 48A
Ways & Means, vice chair

Commerce

Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Health & Human Services Policy

Hackbarth, Tom (R)-Cedar .........cccouuccuuumncs 50A
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance, vice chair
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Harder, Elaine (R)-Jackson ... 22B
Ethics, chair

Agriculture Policy

Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Property Tax Division

Taxes

Hasskamp, Kris (DFL)-Crosby ..........cccoeeeeuue 12A
Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs, DFL lead
Commerce
Property Tax Division
Taxes

Hausman, Alice (DFL)-St. Paul..................... 66B
Transportation Policy, DFL lead

Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Transportation Finance

Hilty, Bill (DFL)-Finlayson ........coccuececeneenn. 8B
State Government Finance, DFL lead
Commerce
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy

Holberg, Mary Liz (R)-Lakeville.................... 37B
Judiciary Finance, vice chair

Civil Law

Commerce

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs

Holsten, Mark William (R)-Stillwater ........ 56A
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance, chair
Commerce
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Ways & Means

Howes, Larry (R)-Hackensack .......cccoovceuneeee. 4B
Commerce

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Health & Human Services Policy

Huntley, Thomas (DFL)-Duluth ..................... 6B

Health & Human Services Policy, DFL lead
Commerce
Health & Human Services Finance
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Jaros, Mike (DFL)-Duluth .........cvveeercnnnee 7B

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy, DFL lead
Civil Law
Jobs & Economic Development Finance

Jennings, Loren Geo (DFL)-Harris............... 18B
Commerce, DFL lead

Health & Human Services Policy

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Taxes

Johnson, Alice M. (DFL)-Spring Lake Park .. 48B
K-12 Education Finance, DFL lead
Education Policy

Transportation Policy
Ways & Means

Juhnke, Al (DFL)-Willmar .......ccoeeeererrereerrenes 15A

Agriculture Policy
Transportation Finance
Transportation Policy

Kahn, Phyllis (DFL)-Minneapolis ............... 59B

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy, DFL lead

Commerce

State Government Finance

Kalis, Henry J. (DFL)-Walters .........ccooeeomevuunee 26B

Capital Investment, DFL lead
Transportation Policy
Ways & Means

Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL)-
Minneapolis
Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Transportation Policy
Ways & Means

60A

Kielkucki, Tony (R)-Lester Prairie ............... 20B
Education Policy
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
K-12 Education Finance

Knoblach, Jim (R)-St. Cloud ......ccccecverureruneee 16B
Capital Investment, chair

Civil Law

Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes

Ways & Means

Koskinen, Luanne (DFL)-Coon Rapids ..... 49B
Health & Human Services Finance

Health & Human Services Policy

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs

Krinkie, Philip (R)-Shoreview ................ 53A
State Government Finance, chair
Capital Investment
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Ways & Means

Kubly, Gary W. (DFL)-Granite Falls ............ 15B
Agriculture Policy

Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Jobs & Economic Development Finance

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Kuisle, William (R)-Rochester.......ccuucuvcuuuene 31A
Property Tax Division, vice chair

Taxes

Transportation Finance

Transportation Policy

Larsen, Peg (R)-Lakeland .........ccoccevererererunnee 56B
Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs, chair
Crime Prevention
Judiciary Finance

Larson, Dan (DFL)-Bloomington ................ 40A
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Transportation Finance

Transportation Policy

Leighton, Rob (DFL)-Austin
Civil Law

Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Rules & Legislative Administration
Taxes

Lenczewski, Ann (DFL)-Bloomington ...... 408B
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Property Tax Division
Taxes

Leppik, Peggy (R)-Golden Valley................. 45B
Higher Education Finance, chair

Capital Investment

Education Policy

Lieder, Bernie L. (DFL)-Crookston ............... 2A
Transportation Finance, DFL lead

Commerce

Transportation Policy

Lindner, Arlon (R)-Corcoran.......ccccee. 33A
Jobs & Economic Development Policy, chair
Capital Investment

Jobs & Economic Development Finance

Luther, Darlene (DFL)-Brooklyn Park ....... 47A
Capital Investment

Education Policy

Health & Human Services Policy

Mahoney, Tim (DFL)-St. Paul .......ccoecovevuunee 67A
Civil Law

Crime Prevention

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance

Mares, Harry (R)-White Bear Lake .............. 55A
Education Policy, chair
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
K-12 Education Finance

Mariani, Carlos (DFL)-St. Paul ...................... 65B

Education Policy
Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Policy

Marko, Sharon (DFL)-Cottage Grove........ 57B
Capital Investment

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Transportation Policy



McCollum, Betty (DFL)-North St. Paul...... 55B
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Health & Human Services Policy

Rules & Legislative Administration

McElroy, Dan (R)-Burnsville .......cccooveeneeuuncee 36B
Jobs & Economic Development Finance, chair
Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Property Tax Division

Taxes

McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL)-Falcon Heights ..... 54A
Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance, DFL lead
Crime Prevention
Judiciary Finance

Milbert, Bob (DFL)-South St. Paul .............. 39B
Ethics, co-chair

Property Tax Division, DFL lead

Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes

Molnau, Carol L. (R)-Chaska .....cccceccceccerruneee. 35A
Transportation Finance, chair

Capital Investment

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Transportation Policy

Ways & Means

Mulder, Richard (R)-lvanhoe....................... 21B
Health & Human Services Finance, vice chair
Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Policy

Ways & Means

Mullery, Joe (DFL)-Minneapolis .......ccccccuu.. 58A
Civil Law
Crime Prevention
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
State Government Finance

Munger, Willard (DFL)-Duluth ........cccoeueruneee 7A
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy, DFL lead
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Ways & Means

Murphy, Mary (DFL)-Hermantown............... 8A
Judiciary Finance, DFL lead

Capital Investment

Crime Prevention

Ethics

Ness, Robert “Bob” (R)-Dassel.................... 20A
Agriculture &

Rural Development Finance, chair
K-12 Education Finance, vice chair
Agriculture Policy
Education Policy

Nornes, Bud (R)-Fergus Falls ........cccccvuvrerneee 10A
Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance, vice chair
Education Policy
Health & Human Services Policy
K-12 Education Finance

Olson, Mark (R)-Big LaKe .......ccccccvurerrrserenrenee 19A
Education Policy, vice chair
Civil Law

Family & Early Childhood Education Finance
Health & Human Services Policy

Opatz, Joe (DFL)-St. Cloud ....ccooenrvcvrrrrnnnen. 16A
Education Policy

Higher Education Finance

Transportation Policy

Orfield, Myron (DFL)-Minneapolis.............. 60B
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Property Tax Division

Taxes

Osskopp, Mike (R)-Lake City .......ccoevuereeunnce 29B
State Government Finance, vice chair
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy

Osthoff, Tom (DFL)-St. Paul .........ccccovvrvenece. 66A
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance, DFL lead
Commerce
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Ways & Means

Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL)-Long Prairie .... 11B
Agriculture Policy

Education Policy

Health & Human Services Finance

Health & Human Services Policy

Ozment, Dennis (R)-Rosemount ................ 37A
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy, chair
Commerce
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Rules & Legislative Administration

Paulsen, Erik (R)-Eden Prairie ..........ccuu..... 42B
Commerce, vice chair

Property Tax Division

Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes

Pawlenty, Tim (R)-Eagan ......occemeeerecrnens 38B
Rules & Legislative Administration, chair

Paymar, Michael (DFL)-St. Paul.......ccoeccuue. 64B
Crime Prevention
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Judiciary Finance

Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL)-Winona................ 32A
Higher Education Finance, DFL lead

Education Policy
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs

Peterson, Doug (DFL)-Madison ................ 13B
Agriculture &

Rural Development Finance, DFL lead
Agriculture Policy
Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Pugh, Thomas W. (DFL)-South St. Paul.... 39A

Rules & Legislative Administration
Ways & Means

Rest, Ann H. (DFL)-New Hope........ccccoceruuenne 46A
Taxes, DFL lead
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Property Tax Division
Ways & Means

Reuter, Doug (R)-Owatonna .......c.ccceeeeveeueee 28A
Commerce
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
State Government Finance

Rhodes, Jim (R)-St. Louis Park...................... 44B
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy, chair
Capital Investment
State Government Finance
Ethics (alternate)

Rifenberg, Michelle (R)-La Crescent ......... 32B
Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Taxes

Transportation Policy

Rostberg, Jim (R)-Isanti ......cooecevecernereerecrnnens 18A
Governmental Operations &

Veterans Affairs Policy, vice chair
Agriculture Policy
Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Rukavina, Tom (DFL)-Virginia ........ccccoeeeunece. 5A
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Taxes

Schumacher, Leslie J. (DFL)-Princeton .... 17B
Agriculture Policy

Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Seagren, Alice (R)-Bloomington.................. 41A
K-12 Education Finance, chair

Education Policy

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Ways & Means

Seifert, Jim (R)-Woodbury .........cccccccuueeerrnecees 57A
Civil Law, vice chair

Commerce

Health & Human Services Finance

Health & Human Services Policy

Seifert, Marty (R)-Marshall ........cccoecerevunnece. 21A

Education Policy

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Higher Education Finance

Rules & Legislative Administration

Skoe, Rod (DFL)-Clearbrook .........cvueinnne 2B

Agriculture Policy
Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Skoglund, Wes (DFL)-Minneapolis ............ 62B

Crime Prevention, DFL lead
Civil Law
Judiciary Finance

Smith, Steve (R)-Mound.......c.ccccoeererrmrrnerene 34A
Civil Law, chair

Crime Prevention

Judiciary Finance

Solberg, Loren A. (DFL)-Bovey........ccccconeeee. 3B

Ways & Means, DFL lead
Capital Investment
Rules & Legislative Administration
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Stanek, Rich (R)-Maple Grove...........cccouueee.. 33B
Crime Prevention, chair

Civil Law

Judiciary Finance

Stang, Doug (R)-Cold Spring ........ccccceveeeuneee 14B
Education Policy

Higher Education Finance

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Ways & Means

Storm, Julie (R)-St. Peter .......cceererrrerernenne 24B
Jobs &

Economic Development Policy, vice chair
Agriculture Policy
Education Policy
Higher Education Finance

Sviggum, Steve (R)-Kenyon .......cccccoceeneuunee 28B
Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes
Ways & Means

Swenson, Howard (R)-Nicollet .................... 23B

Agriculture & Rural Development Finance,
vice chair

Agriculture Policy

Environment & Natural Resources Finance

Environment & Natural Resources Policy

Transportation Policy

Sykora, Barb (R)-EXcelSior ........ccooveuercuunnce 43B
Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance, chair
Education Policy
Jobs & Economic Development Finance
Jobs & Economic Development Policy
Rules & Legislative Administration
Ways & Means

Tingelstad, Kathy (R)-Andover ................... 50B
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Health & Human Services Policy

Tomassoni, David J. (DFL)-Chisholm .......... 5B
Commerce

Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Trimble, Steve (DFL)-St. Paul ... 67B
Jobs &

Economic Development Finance, DFL lead
Capital Investment
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Tuma, John (R)-Northfield ... 25A
Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs, vice chair
Capital Investment
Education Policy
Higher Education Finance
Rules & Legislative Administration

Tunheim, Jim (DFL)-Kennedy ........cccoecervevuunee 1A

Agriculture Policy
Education Policy
K-12 Education Finance
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Van Dellen, Henry Todd (R)-Plymouth ..... 34B
Property Tax Division
Taxes

Transportation Policy
Ways & Means

Vandeveer, Ray (R)-Forest Lake................... 51B
Transportation Finance, vice chair

Capital Investment

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Transportation Policy

Wagenius, Jean (DFL)-Minneapolis .......... 63A
Commerce

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Ethics (alternate)

Wejcman, Linda (DFL)-Minneapolis.......... 61B
Agriculture Policy

Capital Investment

Health & Human Services Policy

Rules & Legislative Administration

Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL)-Little Falls........ 12B
Agriculture Policy, DFL lead
Agriculture & Rural Development Finance

Crime Prevention
Ways & Means

Westerberg, Andrew (R)-Blaine.........coe.... 51A
Crime Prevention

Jobs & Economic Development Finance

Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Westfall, Robert L. “Bob” (R)-Rothsay ........ 9B
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy, vice chair
Agriculture Policy
Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Jobs & Economic Development Policy

Westrom, Torrey (R)-Elbow Lake ............... 13A
Agriculture Policy, vice chair

Agriculture & Rural Development Finance
Transportation Finance

Transportation Policy

Wilkin, Tim (R)-Eagan ........ccoccoveenmeeeenecernecennns 38A
Health & Human Services Finance

Health & Human Services Policy

Taxes

Winter, Ted (DFL)-Fulda.....cccocceomnvevuunneces 22A
Agriculture Policy

Property Tax Division

Rules & Legislative Administration

Taxes

Wolf, Ken (R)-Burnsville..........ccocceerrermerernrrenns 41B
Commerce

Education Policy

K-12 Education Finance

Workman, Tom (R)-Chanhassen................ 43A
Transportation Policy, chair

Commerce

Environment & Natural Resources Policy
Transportation Finance

Where to find information

House Public Information Office
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

The House Public Information Office is a
nonpartisan office that provides: committee
meeting schedules; legislator information; and
publications, including the Session Weekly news
magazine, educational brochures for all ages,
and member directories. All information is
available at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can be
viewed on the Legislature’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us

Minnesota
State Agencies
(all numbers are area code 651)

Agriculture .......coeveeecuerrinicnnee 297-2200
COMMETCE ...eveerreerreeveeeraeenennes 296-4026
COITECtiONS ..ecveeveeerereereereereenaans 642-0200
Children, Families

and Learning .........cccceuevecuenee. 582-8200

.. 296-3644

Economic Security.... .
.. 297-1184

Employee Relations .. .

Job Information...........cceueu.... 296-2616
Finance 296-5900
Gaming

Gambling Control Division ... 639-4000
MN State Lottery Division ..... 635-8100

Toll Free .....cceveevennnee 1-800-475-4000
Health 623-5000
Human Rights......cccceeveeeurunnncnee 296-5663

Toll Free .......... ... 1-800-657-3704
Human Services .......ccccoeevennennen. 296-6117
Labor and Industry ... wee 296-6107
Military Affairs.......ccoceeeeeevruencnee 282-4662
Natural Resources.........cceevevenne 296-6157
Public Safety ......ccccececuvuecuvicuence. 296-6642

Driver and Vehicle Services ... 296-6911

Fire Marshal ........cccoveveevennennnes 643-3080

Liquor Control .. <ee 296-6159

State Patrol ........ccceveeereevenenenns 297-3935
Pollution Control Agency ......... 296-6300
Public Service ......oeeveveereevevvennnns 296-5120
Revenue

Taxpayer Assistance ............... 296-3781

Toll Free .....cceveuvenee. 1-800-652-9094
Trade and

Economic Development ........ 297-1291

Office of Tourism ................... 296-5029
Transportation ... ... 296-3000
Veterans Affairs .... v 296-2562
State Information ...........ceeeeveeue 296-6013
House Information.................... 296-2146
Senate Information.................... 296-0504




House Minority Leader . . .

Pugh hopes to fare well in his new role guiding DFL

T—

By Sandy Donovan

Askalawmaker from either side of the
aisle to describe new House Minority
Leader Tom Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul),
and chances are the word “fair” will be
mentioned.

“I do think he’ll be fair to deal with,”
said House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon).

And colleagues agree. “He strikes me
as a fair person, trying to preserve a
congenial attitude,” said Rep. Elaine
Harder (R-Jackson), an assistant major-
ity leader.

Pugh’s caucus elected him to the top
DFL post in the House last November,
after the elections reduced the 70-seat
DFL majority to a 63-seat minority.

“My style has always been one of con-
sensus builder rather than bomb
thrower,” Pugh said. “The choice is to
deadlock on partisan issues or to bridge
differences and to find solutions. That’s
been my style and I was elected because
of that. If the party felt we needed a table
pounder, I wouldn’t have been the
choice.”

As a lawmaker since 1989, Pugh has
worked on issues from tobacco restric-
tions to property tax relief. Now, he said,
he’s ready to focus on finding ways to
keep DFL-friendly legislation afloat in a
Republican-controlled House.

To that end, he’ll be working closely with
the DFL-controlled Senate and new Reform
Party Gov. Jesse Ventura.

“There are certainly opportunities for what
we see as basic DFL positions,” Pugh said.
“Ventura has talked about issues that are simi-
lar to DFL positions — lower class sizes, op-
posing school vouchers. We have a new
political experiment in Minnesota with three-
party government, so really the chances for
one party controlling even one branch of gov-
ernment is gone.”

House Minority Leader Tom Pugh aims to be a consensus builder
— not a bomb thrower — as he guides the DFL Caucus.

He said he’ll lead his caucus with the same
style he’s maintained throughout his career.

“Your leadership style has to be similar to
your stylein reallife,” Pugh said. “My style has
alwaysbeen to getalot of information, to have
people involved, and to reach common
ground. That’s especially important in our
current climate, with people extremely upset
and tired of partisan politics. I think the No-
vember elections spoke a bit to that.”

Pugh called himselfamoderate DFLer who’s
less partisan than some and said that those

qualities will lead to enhanced coopera-
tion between all three parties this
session.

“Also, I come from a suburban dis-
trict, which is an area Democrats have
beenstruggling with,” he said. “Theneed
for a suburban voice was one of the
topics within the caucus. The alliance
between rural and big-city districts has
squeezed the suburbs on tax and educa-
tion issues.”

The new minority leader said he’s par-
ticularly optimistic about working with
new Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty (R-
Eagan). The two grew up just seven
houses away from each other in South
St. Paul and continue to play hockey
together.

“I'm definitely encouraged by Tim’s
election. He’s also more of a consensus
builder than a bomb thrower,” he said.
“We looked at [his election] as a sign
that there’s not going to be open
warfare.”

Substitute “Tom” for “Tim” and those
words could be a comment from any
number of Republican members about
Pugh himself. In addition to noting the
minority leader’s sense of fairness on the
floor, members say he has often reached
out with a friendly hand.

“My first encounter with Rep. Pugh
was two years ago as a freshman when he
and [Rep.] Alice Seagren (R-Bloomington)
led the new members’ retreat,” recalled Assis-
tant Majority Leader Tony Kielkucki (R-Lester
Prairie). “I found him very cordial and easy to
work with, and he made everybody feel very
welcome to the Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives.

“I look forward to working with him,”
Kielkucki said. And he added a final, familiar
opinion: “I think he’ll be fair to work with.”

.

Secretary of the Senate

231 Capitol ...covveeeeeeeeeeernes (651) 296-0271
Voice mail/order bills ....... (651) 296-2343
Chief Clerk of the House

211 Capitol . (651) 296-2314

Frequently called numbers
Index, Senate

110 Capitol ...cceeveveeerrns (651) 296-2887
Index, House

211 Capitol cvveeveeererereeereninne (651) 296-6646
Information, Senate

231 Capitol c.oveeereeerererreernrnnne (651) 296-0504

Information, House
175 State Office Building ... (651) 296-2146
TTY, Senate........ccccevvrennnnne (651) 296-0250

Toll free......... .. 1-888-234-1112
TTY, House.. ... (651) 296-9896
Toll free e, 1-800-657-3550
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New Members . ..

Anoka lawmaker hoping for a successful rookie year

By Sarah Hallonquist

Rep. Jim Abeler (R-Anoka) said he feels a
little bit like Minnesota Twins rookie Chuck
Knoblauch during the
1991 World Series.

Abeler, 44, is a fresh-
man legislator serving in
public office for the first
time, and his party is in
the majority in the House
for the first time in 13
years.

“'m a man very

Rep. Jim Abeler

blessed,” he said.

Abeler fills the District 49A seat vacated by
former Rep. Charlie Weaver — now the state’s
public safety commissioner — who ran an
unsuccessful bid for state attorney general last
November.

Abeler narrowly defeated DFLer Jerry New-
ton, a Coon Rapids City Council member,
with 51 percent of the vote. During his cam-
paign, Abeler focused on three issues: educa-
tion, taxes, and crime.

His House committee membership will only
allow him to work directly on one of his cam-
paign platform issue. He serves on three im-
portant education-related panels.

And Abeler said he plans to work in other
ways to fulfill campaign promises to lower
taxes and support law enforcement.

One of his main legislative priorities is
changing the formula for compensatory fund-
ing for school districts. He is one of 17 legisla-
torsrepresenting the Anoka-Hennepin School
District, one of the largest districts in the state.
Some districts, Abeler said, have a large popu-
lation of students with special needs, but they
are spread out over alarge area and the money
doesn’t always go where it’s needed most.

Abeler serves on the House Education
Policy, K-12 Education Finance, Family and
Early Childhood Education Finance, and
Health and Human Services Policy commit-
tees.

Even though he’s a first-termer, he’s confi-
dent his personal abilities will help him suc-
ceed in his legislative career. In his committee
work, Abeler said he hopes to focus on the big
picture when considering complex, contro-
versial issues.

“I'm good at deciding where to plant the
next tree in the forest,” said Abeler. “I'm nota
detail guy.”

He said he believes his strengths will bal-
ance with those who tend toward an interest in
technicalities.

Abeleriswell-versed in education concerns.
He and his wife, Barb, co-founded a charter
school, Parents Allied with Children and
Teachers (PACT), now in its fifth year of
operation. Five of his sons have attended the
school.

Helping to establish PACT is a good ex-
ample of Abeler’s support of local control.

Parents, he said, should be actively involved
with their children’s education. And local
school boards should be given more freedom
to make decisions that best suit their districts,
he said.

“It’s not one-size-fits-all,” he said.

Abeler believes community members will
become better leaders if they are given the
chance to make decisions — and mistakes —
on their own.

After attending Hamline University and the
University of Minnesota, Abeler graduated
from Northwestern College of Chiropractic.
He owns and operates Abeler Chiropractic
Clinic in Anoka with his brother. The clinic

was founded by Abeler’s father in 1951.

Twenty years working in health care have
provided him with an understanding of all
different kinds of people in many facets of
society, Abeler said.

“I have a real spot in my heart for the
working poor,” he said. “You have to help
them transition.”

To explain his views, Abeler uses a favorite
analogy of government acting as the training
wheels on a bicycle. He said at some point, the
training wheels do have to come off to let
people ride on their own. He wants to use job
development to help people come off state
welfare rolls and enter the work force.

“It’s important to recognize the lower and
lower-middle classes aren’tstatic,” Abeler said.
“My dream is to help them on their way
through.”

One way Abeler would like to help is finding
ways to get more child care for poor families.
Too many people are on waiting lists for slid-
ing-fee child care subsidies, he said.

Abeler and his wife live in Anoka with their
children: Jamie, 16;Jesse, 14;Jordan, 11; Josiah,
9; Jude, 6. The couple’s sixth son, Judson, was
born Jan. 5. In his spare time, Abeler plays
piano, enjoys novels by Tom Clancy and John
Grisham, sails, and cross-country skis.

District 49A

1995 population: 34,469
Largest city: Coon Rapids
County: Anoka
Location: Northwestern Twin Cities suburbs
Top concern: “The top concerns | have for my
district are strong academics, lower taxes, less
government, strong families, and an infrastruc-
ture that works.”

— Rep. Jim Abeler

Rep. Peggy Leppik (R-Golden Valley)
donned a black feather boa and white gloves
during the first meeting of the House Higher
Education Finance Committee, which she
chairs.

“I do feel thoroughly prepared to meet with
the governor — at least halfway,” she said,
throwing the boa over her shoulder.

Rep. John Tuma (R-Northfield) noticed
Leppik’s newfound attitude as she scolded
him for being tardy to the meeting.
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“Not only do you look like him, you’re as
tough as he is,” Tuma said.

“Basically, Minnesota is a very hard work-
ing state,” State Demographer Tom Gillaspy
told the House Jobs and Economic Develop-
ment Finance Committee Jan. 13.

According to Gillaspy, the state ranks third
among states in the proportion of population
employed (72 percent). It ranks second in
participation of women in the labor force (69
percent). It ranks third in participation of
men in the labor force (81 percent). And it

ranks firstin proportion of workers with more
than one job (10 percent).

Gillaspy said that the demand for workers
will only increase, given the state’slabor short-
age. He said that while high employment is
good, it does raise serious policy questions
about the costs — physically, emotionally,
and financially — on the state.

“Wealsoneed tobe concerned about people
working too much,” he said.



New Members . ..

Gleason'’s House career takes off with airport action

By Paul Wahl

The din of everyday activity in the Minne-
sota House should not be a problem for newly
elected Rep. Mark Gleason (DFL-Richfield).
He’saccustomed to noise,
living adjacent to Minne-
apolis-St. Paul Interna-
tional Airport.

In fact, the airport and
its impact on his district
willlikely consume much
of his time this coming
session.

On Dec. 22, 1998,
Gleason filed a suit against the Metropolitan
Airport Commission (MAC) challenging the
validity of an Environmental Impact State-
ment prepared for a proposed runway expan-
sion. The commission wants to build a new
runway in the buffer zone between the airport
and residences in east Richfield.

Gleason said that the environmental docu-
ment completed didn’t adequately address
noiseand otherissues. And when the Richfield
City Council voted to strike an accord with the
commission and not contest the study, Gleason
saw few options.

“Iwent home that night and began drafting
my lawsuit,” said Gleason. “It was always as-
sumed the city would file a suit against MAC
on the grounds of noise and that the investiga-
tion of noise concerns was inadequate.”

Gleasonsaid he didn’tbelieve MAC’s “vague
promise to work with the city to get the Legis-
lature to provide money to address noise is-
sues” went far enough. And he didn’t believe
the city should give up its rights to challenge
the project on an environmental basis.

\!

Rep. Mark Gleason

Oddly enough, concern over the airport
expansion was not Gleason’s pivotal issue dur-
ing his House campaign.

It was education — particularly improving
public education.

The airport issue “took on a life of its own,”
hesaid. Anditwill continue tolive and breathe
throughout the upcoming session.

Gleason, who will serve on the House Gov-
ernmental Operations & Veterans Affairs,
Local Government, and State Government
Finance committees, believes he can have an
impact on the airport issues from his seat in
the House.

“The Legislature has the ultimate responsi-
bility for making people whole when they’ve
been harmed or injured by the action of a state
agency like the MAC,” he said. “This district
needs a strong voice to make sure people are
protected.”

Gleason’sbid for the District 63B seat began
with a contested endorsement. His opponent
for the DFL endorsement was Richfield City
Councilor Susan Rosenberg.

Gleason said there were hard feelings at the
time, but the two have since patched up their
differences. Rosenberg, who voted against the
Richfield decision not to challenge the envi-
ronmental study of the airport expansion, was
at Gleason’s side when he held a press confer-
ence last December to announce the filing of
his suit.

Among the items Gleason would like to see
accomplished this session is making the MAC
an elected body, but he admits it’s probably
too late to introduce that concept and push it
through this year.

He said the main benefit of that change

would be to make the commission more re-
sponsive. Currently, the governor appoints
members.

“Right now, the MAC doesn’t have a lot of
empathy for people,” he said.

Asan accountant and tax attorney, Gleason
also has views on how the state’s taxes should
be restructured and the state budget surplus
returned to the people.

“I campaigned on property-tax reductions
because property taxes are the most unfair,”
Gleason said.

He will also work to increase the state’s
share of finance for public education.

Gleason, whose wife isa physician, is also an
advocate of patients’ rights when it comes to
dealing with health insurance companies.

This was Gleason’s first campaign for pub-
licoffice, although he’s nota complete stranger
to the House. For six months in 1994, he
served as the House controller.

Gleason said he found campaigning to be a
lot of fun, but also a lot of hard work.

District 63B

1995 population: 32,603
Largest city: Minneapolis
County: Hennepin
Location: South Minneapolis/Richfield
Top concern: “Because of the airport and other
transportation issues and how they impact resi-
dents, representing this district poses a special
challenge.”

— Rep. Mark Gleason

While advocating that the 4,800 loggers in
Minnesota be included in a tax rebate pro-
gramaimed at Minnesota’s farmers, Rep. Tom
Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) couldn’t help but
get in a plug for the many Finnish loggers in
his area, who he says are among the world’s
best.

When the first television shots of the moon
were transmitted back to Earth, his father-in-
law —who is Finnish — told him it was no big
deal, the Finns had already been there.

Incredulous, Rukavina asked how he knew
that.

“You don’t see any trees there, do you?” his
father-in-law responded.

Gene Hugoson had been appointed com-
missioner of the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture by Gov. Jesse Ventura just three
hours before he stepped in front of the House
Agriculture Policy Committee Jan. 13 to pro-
vide an overview of his department.

But he was well prepared. Hugoson had
served in the commissioner’s seat since July
1995 when he was appointed by then-gover-
nor Arne Carlson. Hisappointment expired at
noon Jan. 4.

Hugoson, a corn and soybean farmer in
Martin County near East Chain, Minn., is also

no stranger to House committees. He served
in the House from 1986 to 1995, logging four
years as assistant minority leader.

Committee members and othersapplauded
enthusiastically as Hugoson took his seat at
the witness table.

He thanked those present, and said his only
regret was that Sharon Clark would now have
to return to deputy commissioner of agricul-
ture status. Clark moved into the
commissioner’s chair after Hugoson’s ap-
pointment expired.
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Youth in Government . . .

Model government is no joke to Minnesota students

By Jon Fure
hile the real 1999
Legislative Session
was just getting
started, a group of
high school students
completed an entire model session
Jan. 7-10.

And although it’s only a model
session, studentsin the YMCA Youth
in Government program approach
the four days with a level of serious-
ness that rivals that of their adult
counterparts.

Meagan Shea, a senior at Hopkins
High School who was selected as gov-
ernor for the mock government, said
one of her goals was to pass model
legislation that would enable youth
to seek health care for eating disor-
ders or other concerns without noti-
fying their parents.

She also advocates a tobacco tax to
fund health care reform. She said her
own experience influenced her em-
phasis on health-related issues.

“My dad died of aheartattack about
five years ago when he was 40, partly
because he didn’t get treatment that we
thought was necessary,” she said.

Shea and Lt. Gov. Kelli Snaza of
Mankato ran as a ticket. Shea said the
two campaigned at several schools
and events, and their experience was
a key to their success.

“We’ve both been in the program
four years,” she said. “Kelli was sec-
retary of state last year, and I was
attorney general. I think our experi-
ence was important, especially with
all the changes. We added two new lower
houses, and we gave the lieutenant governor
signing power so we can get more bills passed.
So it helps that we both have been involved.”

Jordan Janke of Spring Lake Park partici-
pated in the model House of Representatives
this year for the first time. He said a friend had
asked him to participate in previous years, and
hehasbeen pleasantly surprised since he agreed
to give it a try this year.

He said he’s had fun spending time in the
Capitol, and it’s given him a better under-
standing of how government works. Janke
describes himselfas “fiscally conservative” and
had no trouble articulating his political
philosophy.
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Tia Tilbury, House speaker for the model session and a junior from
Savage, Minn., and Shana Kalland, a junior from Minnetonka, Minn.,
who was chief clerk for the session, take part in floor activities Jan. 8.

“Ithink our government has gotten too big,
and I would like to make it more efficient and
preserve as manyliberties as possible,” he said.

Janke was enjoying a friendly conversation
with Kylah Hynes of Blue Earth, a first-year
senator who finds herself on the other end of
the political spectrum from Janke.

“I'm more concerned with social issues,”
Hynes said. “I’'m extremely liberal. I believe in
basic human rights. That matters more to me
than money.”

Nevertheless, she said she was impressed by
the opposing arguments in committee meet-
ings. The whole session, she said, made her
realizehow complicated legislative decisionsare.

One bill that was being discussed would

B TR R

have required greater accessibility in
Minnesota’s state parks. While Hynes
supportsthe concept, she said she voted
against it because of the high costs of
paving miles of trails and the shaky
environmental impacts.

That’s exactly the kind of thought-
fulness that Peter Rodosovich, state ex-
ecutive director of the Youth in
Government program, likes to see.

The program, which began in 1946,
is designed to make the students’ ver-
sion of the session as much like the real
session as possible. Students seek elec-
tion for various offices, including gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor, secretary
of state, attorney general, state trea-
surer, state auditor, and seats in the
state House of Representativesand Sen-
ate. Other students participate as lob-
byists, journalists, administrative staff,
Supreme Court justices and appellate
court judges.

There are some obvious differences
between the real and model sessions,
Rodosovich said. The language of the
bills in the Youth in Government ses-
sion isn’t quite up to the standards of
the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, for
example. But students perform basi-
cally all of the tasks and have similar
constraints as if it were a real session.
For example, the student governor has
exactly one hour to sign or veto a bill
before it automatically becomes law —
the realgovernor hasatleast three days.

“These are highly motivated kids,”
Rodosovich said. “They spend a lot of
time trying to prepare arguments and
draft bills. What’s impressive is that
they seriously consider these issues and get a
feel for how difficult it is, and how to listen to
contrasting opinions and try to come up with
solutions.”

Adult advisors are a vital part of the
program’s success. About 250 attorneys, lob-
byists, and community journalists help teach
students what it’s like to walk in their shoes.

The program has enjoyed tremendous sup-
port from former participants. Roger and
Andrine Nelson donated $35,000 in memory
of their son Brian Nelson. He had participated
as a student, including being chosen by his
peers to be a speaker pro-tempore in the
1990 - 91 session, and as an adult advisor. He
died in February 1998 due to complications of



Tia Tilbury presides over the House of Representatives.

a degenerative muscular disease.

“It was a pretty moving experience to visit
with the Nelson family, reminiscing about
what [Youth in Government] meant to their
son,” Rodosovich said.

Major donations also have been made by
alums Tad and Skip Wilke. They recently do-
nated $10,000 for the second time. Skip Wilke
was the executive director before Rodosovich.

The donations are added to the program’s
endowment, which was started by former
Minnesota Congressman Tim Penny in 1996.
Penny contributed $25,000 and challenged
the YMCA to match it with another $25,000.
Rodosovich said they have far exceeded those
goals: Theendowmentis now atabout $95,000.
Costs of operating the program and scholar-
ships come from the endowment’s interest
revenue. About 5 percent of the interest pays
the costs for one year, and the rest is returned
to the principle, Rodosovich said.

The success of the Youth in Government
program is also apparent in the increasing
number of participants. Orville Lindquist, state

program director, said

1,469 students from 30

delegations participated

this year. Youth in Gov-
ernment has expanded
its scope to accommo-
date the participants.

Besides the regular

Houseand Senate, it has

four lower legislative

bodies: the Humphrey

House, Sibley House,

Ramsey Senate, and

Stassen Senate.

A somewhat contro-
versial new rule was ini-
tiated this year: No joke
bills. In past years, gag
bills have received some media attention, giv-
ing the program a less serious image than its
board of directors would like. Some student
lobbyists protested the rule, but Lindquist
said they plan to keep it.

“We want it to be some fun and a good
educational objective, and I think it can be fun
if you stay on that course — focusing on
serious issues that are designed to make Min-
nesota a better place,” he said. “Students are
encouraged to come up with ideas about how
government could be changed or laws that
could be added based on their personal expe-
rience. It was a very good event. There were
very productive and high-level debates on is-
sues that are being discussed in real govern-
ment like tax refunds and educational issues.”

The bills that were introduced in the House
in the 45th Youth in Government session in-
cluded proposals that would:

+ Automatically give back any tax surplus at
the end of each session. (Surplus revenue
would be divided among taxpayers, based
onhowmuch they paid inincome and prop-

— —— —a SN

Neil Ellingson, an 11th grader from Hopkins High School, debates a bill
during a YMCA Youth in Government mock session Jan. 8. Neil's father,
Bob Ellingson, served as a state representative from 1977 to 1986.

erty taxes, within three
months of the end of
the legislative session.);

* Reduce estate (inher-
itance) tax by 40 per-
cent;

* Reimburse jurors for
travel, child care,
parking expenses,
and lost wages;

+ Require all public
schools torecycle paper;
+ Require public high
schools to offer classes
on practical living skills
— managing credit
cards, debit cards,
checkingaccounts, bank
loans, and taxes;

« Give students unrestricted access to Internet
and e-mail;

+ Require school boards to have a student
representative;

« Legalize fireworks;

+ Reduce the legal drinking age to 18;

« Establish a death penalty for repeat murder
offenders;

* Legalize prostitution;

+ Abolish statute of limitations on sexual abuse
cases;

+ Ban curfew laws; and

+ Legalize marijuana for medical purposes.

L.

Gov. handles job pressures

Meaghan Shea, governor in the
YMCA's Youth in Government model
session held at the Capitol Jan. 7-10,
got at least one opportunity to prac-
tice keeping her cool under pressure.

She stopped in to check on the
progress of an education committee
meeting just as Sen. Ryan Rasmussen
— whose back was to the door — was
telling fellow committee members, “I
feel the governor is misinformed on
this issue.” The other members
laughed, prompting Rasmussen to turn
around and see Shea standing behind
him.

Rasmussen was commenting on a
bill that would give unrestricted e-mail
and Internet access to students in
schools throughout the state.

“l go to the same school (Hopkins
High School) as the governor, and we
have Internet access and e-mail
available to all students,” he continued.
“All they need is their parents’ consent.
| feel that all students in Minnesota
should have easy access to e-mail and
the Internet.”

Shea, who had voiced opposition to
the proposal, listened to the debate
briefly and left without interrupting the
discussion. However, in an interview
she clarified her position on the bill.

“I support having Internet access, but
e-mail can be abused a lot of times,”
she said. “If somebody sends some-
thing out that's offensive, the school
gets blamed. | just don't think it's
necessary at this time.”
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Name Pronunciation Guide

1999 Minnesota House of Representatives

Abeler, Jim
Abrams, Ron
Anderson, Bruce
Anderson, Irv
Bakk, Thomas (Tom)
Biernat, Len
Bishop, Dave
Boudreau, Lynda
Bradley, Fran
Broecker, Sherry
Buesgens, Mark
Carlson, Lyndon R.
Carruthers, Phil
Cassell, George
Chaudhary, Satveer
Clark, Jumes T.
Clark, Karen
Daggett, Roxann
Davids, Gregory M.
Dawkins, Andy
Dehler, Steve
Dempsey, Jerry
Dorman, Dan
Dorn, John
Entenza, Matt
Erhardt, Ron
Erickson, Sondra
Finseth, Tim
Folliard, Betty
Fuller, Doug
Gerlach, Chris
Gleason, Mark S.
Goodno, Kevin
Gray, Gregory
Greenfield, Lee
Greiling, Mindy
Gunther, Bob
Haake, Barb
Haas, Bill
Hackbarth, Tom
Harder, Elaine
Hasskamp, Kris
Hausman, Alice
Hilty, Bill
Holberg, Mary Liz

ABE-ler

BOCK
BE-AIR-nat

boo-DROH

BROKE-er
BISK-ens

ka-RUH-thers
CASTLE
C(HAW-dree, SUT-veer

DAG-et

DAY-ler

AIR-hart

FOLLY-ard

GER-lock

GRY-ling

HOCKEY
HAHZ
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Holsten, Mark William
Howes, Larry

Huntley, Thomas
Jaros, Mike

Jennings, Loren Geo
Johnson, Alice M.
Juhnke, Al

Kahn, Phyllis

Kalis, Henry J.

Kelliher, Margaret Anderson

Kielkucki, Tony
Knoblach, Jim
Koskinen, Luanne
Krinkie, Philip
Kubly, Gary W.
Kuisle, William
Larsen, Peg
Larson, Dan
Leighton, Rob
Lenczewski, Ann
Leppik, Peggy
Lieder, Bernie L.
Lindner, Arlon
Luther, Darlene
Mahoney, Tim
Mares, Harry
Mariani, Carlos
Marko, Sharon
McCollum, Betty
McElroy, Dan
McGuire, Mary Jo
Milbert, Bob
Molnau, Carol L.
Mulder, Richard
Mullery, Joe
Munger, Willard
Murphy, Mary
Ness, Robert “Bob”
Nornes, Bud
Olson, Mark
Opatz, Joe
Orfield, Myron
Osskopp, Mike
Osthoff, Tom
Otremba, Mary Ellen

YAHR-ohs

JUNK-ee

KAH-liss
KELL-a-her
keel-C00-ski
NOB-lock
K0S-ka-nen

K0O-blee
KWEEZ-lee
LAY-ton

len-CHESS-key

LEED-er

MAIRS
mar-ee-AH-nee

mah-CALL-um
MACK-el-roy

MOLE-now

NOR-ness
OH-patz
AHZ-cop

AHST-hoff
oh-TREM-ba

Ozment, Dennis
Paulsen, Erik
Pawlenty, Tim
Paymar, Michael
Pelowski Jr., Gene
Peterson, Doug
Pugh, Thomas W.
Rest, Ann H.
Reuter, Doug
Rhodes, Jim
Rifenberg, Michelle
Rostherg, Jim
Rukavina, Tom
Schumacher, Leslie J.
Seagren, Alice
Seifert, Jim

Seifert, Marty
Skoe, Rod
Skoglund, Wes
Smith, Steve
Solberg, Loren A.
Stanek, Rich

Stang, Doug
Storm, Julie
Sviggum, Steve
Swenson, Howard
Sykora, Barb
Tingelstad, Kathy
Tomassoni, David J.
Trimble, Steve
Tuma, John
Tunheim, Jim

Van Dellen, Henry Todd
Vandeveer, Ray
Wagenius, Jean
Wejeman, Linda
Wenzel, Stephen G.
Westerberg, Andy

Westfall, Robert L. (Bob)

Westrom, Torrey
Wilkin, Tim
Winter, Ted
Wolf, Ken
Workman, Tom

AHZ-ment

paw-LENTY

PEW
ROOT-er
RIFF-en-berg

roo-ka-VEEN-a
SHOE-mocker

SY-fert
SY-fert

SKOY
SKOHG-lund

SWIG-um
sick-OR-ah
tom-a-SONY
T00-ma

TON-hyme

wa-GHEEN-yus
WAITS-man
WEN-zel
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Bill Introductions

HF48-HF 149

Monday, Jan. 11

HF48—Wolf (R)

Commerce

Performance-based gas purchasing
plans sunset abolished.

HF49—0zment (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Health coverage for survivors of po-
lice officers and firefighters killed in
the line of duty expanded to include
spouses.

HF50—Dempsey (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Goodhue County levy limit adjust-
mentauthorized for certain payments
in lieu of tax.

HF51—Finseth (R)

Taxes

Agriculturalassistance provided to Min-
nesota farmers and livestock producers
in the form of property tax relief and
payments, and money appropriated.

HF52—Haas (R)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF53—Biernat (DFL)

Civil Law

Uniform child custody jurisdiction
and enforcement act adopted.

HF54—Finseth (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Personal watercraft surcharge removed.

HF55—Tomassoni (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Trained force of firefighters main-
tained by the commissioner of natu-
ral resources, and public employee
definition expanded.

HF56—Van Dellen (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health care provider civil action limi-
tation provisions modified.

HF57—Paymar (DFL)

Taxes

Local governing bodies required to
disclose and vote on property tax in-
creases due to declining market value.

HF58—Erickson (R)

Education Policy

Independent School District No. 912,
Milaca, retroactively authorized to be-
gin its school year prior to Labor Day.

HF59—Bakk (DFL)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobile trail grants-in-aid provi-
sions modified to include maintenance
of Voyageurs National Park trails.

HF60—Haas (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Supplemental private duty nursing
services reimbursement allowed for
spouses and others meeting financial
hardship criteria.

HF61—Haas (R)

Transportation Policy

Trunk Highway No. 252 three-lane
construction project provided.

HF62—Rukavina (DFL)

Commerce

Automobile insurance nonrenewals
regulated relating to physical damage
portion of policies.

HF63—Marko (DFL)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF64—Kahn (DFL)
Agriculture Policy
Hemp; industrial hemp classified as
an agricultural crop, regulation and
registration required, and criminal
penalties imposed.

HF65—Huntley (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health care conscience and religious
liberty protection provided.

HF66—Johnson (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Spring Lake Park police civil service
commission abolished.

HF67—Luther (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Killing or injuring a search and res-
cue dog provided felony penalties.

HF68—Rukavina (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Eveleth police and fire trust fund ben-
efit increases provided.

HF69—Rest (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

General education basic formula al-
lowance increased, and money
appropriated.

HF70—Daggett (R)

Crime Prevention

Law enforcement agencies authorized
to sell forfeited firearms, ammunition,
and accessories to eligible persons.

HF71—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Sales and use tax rates reduced; and
June accelerated sales, liquor, and
tobacco tax payments abolished.

HF72—Rukavina (DFL)

Taxes

Biwabik community pavilion con-
struction materials sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF73—Hilty (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Year 2000; local government units
mutual aid authority clarified, health
department required to collect and
disseminate information regarding
possible problems and solutions, im-
munity provided, and money
appropriated.

HF74—Luther (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health care directive suggested form
modified.

HF75—Wenzel (DFL)
Taxes
Sales and use tax rate reduced.

HF76—Seagren (R)

Education Policy

K-12 education technical changes
provided; governor’s workforce de-
velopment council, state interagency
coordinating council, and certain
lease purchase installment buys and
transportation aid repealed.

HF77—Stang (R)

Transportation Policy

Surviving spouses authorized to con-
tinue to purchase speciallicense plates
issued to veterans.

HF78—McCollum (DFL)
Taxes
Sales and use tax rate reduced.

HF79—Solberg (DFL)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF80—Solberg (DFL)
Transportation Policy
Passenger automobile and hearse ad-
ditional registration tax rate reduced,
and motor vehicle sales tax revenue
distribution provided.

HF81—McCollum (DFL)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

Thursday, Jan. 14

HF82—Seifert, M. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State correctional facility art acquisi-
tion with the use of state appropria-
tions prohibited.

HF83—Murphy (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district debt service equaliza-
tion eligibility modified.

HF84—Greiling (DFL)

Education Policy

Nonpublic schools subject to state
graduation requirements if families
of students have claimed education-
related expense tax reimbursements.

HF85—Dehler (R)
Agriculture Policy
Feedlot operators’ names and ad-
dresses provided data classification.

HF86—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Pollution control and solar energy
equipment sales and use tax exemp-
tion provided.

HF87—Kahn (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Minnesota Twins community own-
ership process provided.

HF88—Milbert (DFL)

Taxes

Market valuelimits increased for 1998
property tax purposes.
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HF89—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Nonprofits provided grants for vol-
unteer assistance to low-income tax-
payers, and money appropriated.

HF90—Sviggum (R)

Civil Law

Joint and several liability apportion-
ment regulated.

HF91—Erickson (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Pollution control agency required to
terminate the Mille Lacs water re-
sources agreement for the purposes
of implementing the underground
injection control program.

HF92—Carruthers (DFL)

Civil Law

Driver’slicense revocation for chemi-
cal test implied consent violations,
judicial review petition content re-
quirements modified, and scope of
discovery limited.

HF93—Tunheim (DFL)

Education Policy

Adult basic education aid funding
formula modified to include eligibil-
ity forasparsity allowance,and money
appropriated.

HF94—Jaros (DFL)

Education Policy

International study opportunities
provided for foreign language teach-
ers, and international education em-
phasis established.

HF95—Jaros (DFL)

Transportation Policy

Certain place identification signs re-
quired to display the Ojibwe or Da-
kota language equivalent, and money
appropriated.

HF96—Kuisle (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Environmental assessment worksheet
signature requirements modified.

HF97—Dehler (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Gambling tax exemption provided to
certain organizations.

HF98—O0sskopp (R)

Taxes

Property tax refund payments pro-
vided to personal representatives of
deceased claimants.

HF99—O0sskopp (R)

Taxes

Television commercials and produc-
tion materials sales and use tax ex-
emption provided.

HF100—Jaros (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Consumer protection office and hu-
manrights department decentralized.

HF101—Rostberg (R)
Transportation Policy
Identification card fees specified for
persons with serious and persistent
mental illness.

HF102—Osskopp (R)

Taxes

Local government aid base increased
for certain cities.

HF103—Marko (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Passenger automobile tax rate re-
duced, transportation trust fund cre-
ated and revenue dedicated, state
patrol funded through the general
fund, and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF104—Hackbarth (R)

Taxes

Local government base aid increased
for certain cities.

HF105—Tunheim (DFL)
Agriculture Policy

Farm relief; Congress memorialized
to designate and implement financial
relief for livestock and grain farmers.

HF106—Rukavina (DFL)

State Government Finance
Eveleth, Gilbert, Mountain Iron, and
Virginia; Iron Range Veterans Me-
morial Park construction provided,
and money appropriated.

HF107—Dehler (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

24-hour angling license fee reduced,
and lottery machine issuance autho-
rized.

HF108—Pawlenty (R)

Taxes

Charitable contribution income tax
credit provided.

HF109—Pawlenty (R)

Taxes

Charitable contribution income tax
credit provided.
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HF110—Pawlenty (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Term limits imposed on legislative
and executive offices, and constitu-
tional amendment proposed.

HF111—Rest (DFL)

Commerce

Homeowner’s insurance policy
nonrenewals regulated, and automo-
bile and homeowner’s insurance dis-
criminatory practices prohibited.

HF112—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

Fraudulent use of another’s personal
identity provided felony penalties, and
civil forfeiture of propertyauthorized.

HF113—Broecker (R)

Judiciary Finance

Bomb disposal expense reimburse-
ment provided to the commissioner
of public safety, and money appro-
priated.

HF114—Stanek (R)

Judiciary Finance

FBI drugfire computer program
grants provided, and money appro-
priated.

HF115—Ness (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Willmar and Litchfield; volunteer res-
cue squad relief associations and ser-
vice pensions authorized.

HF116—Erhardt (R)
Transportation Policy

Passenger automobile registration tax
rate reduced.

HF117—Gunther (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
FairmontPolice Relief Association ad-
ditional annual postretirement ad-
justment mechanism provided, and
surviving spouse benefits clarified.

HF118—Erickson (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State agency and department heads
to be confirmed by the Senate within
one year of appointment.

HF119—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
State policy declared that no one be
homeless, hungry, or without health
care; and money appropriated.

HF120—Rostberg (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobile metal traction device use
restrictions, rulemaking authority,
and definitions modified.

HF121—Nornes (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State primary election date changed,
and precinct caucuses eliminated.

HF122—Rukavina (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Elective office age eligibility lowered.

HF123—Carruthers (DFL)

Taxes

Partial compensation earned for ser-
vice in the armed forces income tax
exemption provided.

HF124—Murphy (DFL)
Taxes

Prefabricated home
provided.

sales tax

HF125—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Noncommercial seasonal residential
recreational property second tier
property tax class rates reduced.

HF126—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

MinnesotaCare provider tax reduced
then repealed.

HF127—Luther (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Minnesota organ donor decision
campaign funded, and money
appropriated.

HF128—Rostberg (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Seniors accompanying persons un-
der age 16 provided angling license
requirement exemption.

HF129—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State agency legislative rulemaking
notification requirements modified.

HF130—Finseth (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District Nos.
2854, Ada-Borup, 2176 Warren-
Alvarado-Oslo, 846, Breckenridge,
and 595, East Grand Forks provided
declining pupil unit aid.



HF131—Harder (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 330,
Heron Lake-Okabena, provided
Southwest Star Concept School grant
extension.

HF132—Ness (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Bingo conducted by senior citizen or-
ganizations exempt from regulation.

HF133—Stanek (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Minneapolis and St. Paul local resi-
dency requirements repealed.

HF134—Erickson (R)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Marketingand infrastructure changes
due to Ontario waters and Mille Lacs
Lake limitations funded, and money
appropriated.

HF135—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

Repeat assault offenders with prior
delinquency adjudications provided
enhanced penalties.

HF136—Rostberg (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Persian Gulf War veterans bonus ap-
plication period extended.

HF137—Rostberg (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Collector watercraftlicensing require-
ment exemption provided.

HF138—Seifert, M. (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

Lazarus Creek/LQP-25 floodwater re-
tention project appropriated money.

HF139—Rhodes (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure
Board member qualifications specified.

HF140—Dehler (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
State-administered financial assis-
tance programs catalog provided, and
money appropriated.

HF141—Dehler (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobile metal traction device use
restrictions modified.

HF142—Pawlenty (R)

Crime Prevention

Subsequent controlled substance con-
viction definition expanded toinclude
convictions subsequent to a stay of
adjudication.

HF143—Pawlenty (R)

Crime Prevention
Domesticassaultenhanced penalty pro-
visions expanded to include malicious
punishment of a child convictions.

HF144—Seifert, M. (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Joint county drainage authority mem-
bership modified.

HF145—Ness (R)

State Government Finance
National World War Il memorial con-
tribution funded, and money appro-
priated.

HF146—Kahn (DFL)
Crime Prevention
Ticket scalping crime repealed.

HF147—Rest (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

New Hope; Civil service merit system
abandonment allowed.

HF148—Marko (DFL)

Transportation Policy

Trunk highway fund expenditures
required, transportation spending
goalsestablished, transportation trust
fund created and revenue dedicated,
state patrol funded through the gen-
eral fund, and money appropriated.

HF149—Osskopp (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Snowmobiles equipped with metal
traction devices operation on public
lands, roads, and trails prohibition
repealed, and prohibition on paved
public trail maintained.

Correction
The Bill Introductions sec-
tion of the Jan. 8 Session
Weeklyincluded an error. The
following is the correct entry
for the first bill introduced
this year.

HF1—Abrams (R)

Taxes

One-time individual income tax
rebate provided, and money
appropriated.
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Where to find information

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides cop-

ies of bills at no charge, all agendas for
House sessions, and the Journal of the
House.

House Index Department

211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of
the Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computer-
ized index available for public use. House
Index lists bills by committee, topic, au-
thor, file number, and other categories.
The office can also give you the current
status of legislation.
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Coming Up Next Week . . . Jan. 18- 22,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (612) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(612) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Jan. 18

Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed. No
House committee meetings scheduled.

TUESDAY, Jan. 19

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: HF74 (Luther) Health care directive
suggested form modified.

HF60 (Haas) Supplemental private duty
nursing services reimbursement allowed for
spouses and others meeting financial hardship
criteria.

Discussion of member initiatives.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: Department of Trade and Economic
Development overview;

HF44 (Osskopp) Wabasha water and sewer
extended to Reads Landing, and money
appropriated.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY
5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman
Agenda: to be announced.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: performance report presentations,
departments of finance and employee
relations.

10 a.m.
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Joint CRIME PREVENTION/

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: criminal justice process and state
judicial branch presentation, House Research.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: Profile of Learning history overview,
Lisa Larson, House Research; Profile of
Learning rule overview, George Beck,
administrative law judge;

HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation Standards
advisory panel recommendations
implemented, Profile of Learning
requirements modified, state performance
packages eliminated, and advisory group
established.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: tour 520 Lafayette Road,

St. Paul, MN.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF1 (Abrams) One-time individual
income tax rebate provided, and money
appropriated.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: testimony from farm groups and
individual farmers representing corn, wheat,
soybean, barley, potato, rice, and sunflower
producers.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: to be announced.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: industry overviews of issues before
committee: Insurance Federation of
Minnesota, Minnesota Bankers Association,
and Office of Tourism.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in session.

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 20

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: confirmation hearing of

Gov. Arne Carlson’s Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board appointees;
HF139(Rhodes) Campaign finance and public
disclosure board member qualifications
specified.

Veterans benefits, Rep. Jim Rostberg.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: discussion of tobacco settlement and
current spending relating to tobacco cessation
and prevention; presentations, Joe Flores,
House Fiscal Analysis Department, and
Department of Health.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: 1998 performance report reviews,
Department of Public Service, and Public
Utilities Commission.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: overview by John Williams, House
Research.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
committee procedures.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: Department of Children, Families
and Learning overview and preview of agency
performance report, Deputy Commissioner
John Hustad.

11 a.m.

Working Group/

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
400N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Gunther

Agenda: discussion and development of
results-based criteria for state funded job
training programs.



12:30 p.m.

FAMILY & EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: Adult Basic Education (ABE)
Supervisor Barry Shaffer, Department of
Children, Families and Learning;

Carlye Peterson, manager, Minneapolis Adult
Literacy; past and present ABE participants.

1:15 p.m.

AGRICULTURE POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda: HF105(Tunheim) Farm relief;
Congress memorialized to designate and
implement financial relief for livestock and
grain farmers.

HF85 (Dehler) Feedlot operators’ names and
addresses provided data classification.
Department of Agriculture overview,
Commissioner Gene Hugoson and division
directors.

THURSDAY, Jan. 21

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: nursing home bed rails.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: Housing Finance Agency overview;
workforce investment act presentation,
Department of Economic Security.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: performance report presentation,
Department of Administration.

10 a.m.

Joint CRIME PREVENTION/
JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: gang strike force overview, retail
protection; introduction to identity fraud,
Rep. Dave Bishop.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
Department of Natural Resources
Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: tour 500 Lafayette Road,
St. Paul, MN.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE
3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: to be announced.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Department of Children, Families
and Learning overview, executive staff and
managers.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: testimony from farm groups and
individual farmers representing sugar, canola,
dairy, beef, poultry, sheep, and horse
producers.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: to be announced.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: industry overviews of issues before
the committee: Minnesota Association of
Realtors, Minnesota Credit Union Network,
and Minnesota Business Partnership.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
4p.m.
Hennepin County Delegation
118 State Capitol
Chrs. to be announced

Agenda: election of co-chairs; unit market
value discussion, county officials.

FRIDAY, Jan. 22

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: HF9 (Sviggum) Former legislators
prohibited from lobbying for one year after
leaving office.

Testimony: Dave Schultz, Common Cause.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: tobbaco settlement and current
spending relating to tobacco cessation and
prevention discussion continued;

Blue Cross Blue Shield presentation.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: 1998 performance report review,
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.

10 a.m.

Joint CRIME PREVENTION/

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: panel on state crime statistics:
Department of Corrections, Sentencing
Guidelines Commission, House Research, and
a court system representative.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE
3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: to be announced.

Minnesota’s U.S. Senators

Senator

Rod Grams (R)
2013 Second Ave. N.
Anoka, MN 55303
(612) 427-5921

Fax: (612) 427-8872

U.S. Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building

Room 257

Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-3244

Fax: (202) 228-0956

E-mail: mail_grams@grams.senate.gov

Senator

Paul Wellstone (DFL)
Room 100 N.

2550 University Ave. W.
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 645-0323
1-800-642-6041

Fax: (651) 645-0704

417 W. Litchfield Ave. S.W.
Willmar, MN 56201

(320) 231-0001

Fax: (320) 231-0006

105 Second St. S.
Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 741-1074

Fax: (218) 741-8544

U.S. Senate

136 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-2303

(202) 224-5641

Fax: (202) 224-8438

E-mail: senator@wellstone.senate.gov

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol ...
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146
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Income growth and taxes

1997 per capita personal income in Minnesota ........cceeeueuereueremerceceenencacas $26,295
10 UNIEEA STALES ..ovevevriirieieneneereeeaeaeaeeaeaesesetebebesesesetetetesessasasesesesesescscncacs $25,298
Minnesota’s rank in NALION .....cevcueuiiiciiiriiiiiiiic s seseaens 13

1996 percentage of Minnesotans age 16 to 64 who are employed ..................... 84.1
IN UNIted STALES ..cuvviieciiiiiiiiciiccc s sessaes 74.6
Minnesota’s rank in NATIOM .....c.cocoeeeueueuemeueuemeueuerereueseietetetseeseasesesesesesescccscesescncncs 1

1995 percentage of Minnesotans with income below the federal
POVELLY LEVEL ..ottt ettt sttt aeaenene 9.5
I UnNIted STAtES ..c.cvvieiiiiiniiiiciiicc s sessnaes 13.8

1996 median Minnesota income for family of four ........c.coceeurieieieucueneennee. $56,200
I UnNited STAtES ....cuvviiiiiiciiiiciicc s sacsnes $51,518

1992-97 per capita income growth in Minnesota, in percent
in United STates .......ovccvviviciiiriiiciiiicicece e

1996-97 per capita income growth in Minnesota, in percent
I UnNIted STAtES ....cuuviciiiiiiiiciiicc et

1992-97 per capita income growth in seven county metro area, in percent ..... 20.8

in 80 counties OUtSIde MELIO ATEA .....cevveeeciriririiiiirieeeceteeseecceeseseeaeas 21.2
1992-96 per capita income growth in Jackson County (highest in state),

M1 PEICEIITE woueuvuenreueteneetenetenestenetesestesetesetesestenentesenessentesentesenessentesenteseneseneneneas 39.4

in Kittson County (Iowest in State) ........cceoceerveveereerereeseruenenerirreneeseeneneeseenenes 2.2%
1996 per capita income in Hennepin County (highest in state) .................. $34,574

in Todd County (IoWest in State) ........cceeuemeueueueuemeeemcucueeneneceeeeecncncs $15,391

1N RAMSEY COUNLY ...vovereveiiinicececiaieieeeieneenenesenenenenesenesesetsesescccasacsescncncs $29,170
1992-96 average annual pay increase in Minnesota, in percent ...........c.c.coceeeeeeeces 14

10 UNIEA STALES ...vuveveiecececeiieieieieieieieneneietetett e esene s s sesenenesseseescscscacns 11.7

in fiscal year 1996
in fiscal year 1995

Sources:The Book of the States, 1998-99, Council of State Governments; Minnesota Milestones
1998: Measures that Matter, 1998, Minnesota Planning; Population Notes, 1998, Minnesota
Planning.

For more information

&

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(651) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch
House committee and floor sessions
onTV.

This document can be made available
in alternative formats.
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Reflections

Each January, people across the country commemorate the life of one
of America’s great men, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In 1999, many
Minnesotans highlighted his commitment to equal rights for all by cel-
ebrating his 70th birthday Jan. 15 with marches, speeches, and song. Some
paid homage by visiting a bust dedicated to him in the Minnesota State
Capitol.

Dr. King’s bust islocated in a small niche near the foot of the east grand
staircase that leads to the second floor of the Capitol. The bust faces west
toward the rotunda, the building’s spiritual center designed by architect Cass Gilbert.

The idea of a bust in the Capitol to honor Dr. King was generated by a citizens’ group
in the local African-American community to create a fitting and lasting monument
devoted to America’s renowned advocate for nonviolence. The bust was conceived as a
significant tribute to a man who was called a “drum major for peace” and one who led
marches for justice and freedom for everyone.

The group, headed by Mrs. Phyllis Ellis of Minneapolis, held meetings early in 1985 to
select a sculptor. Once selected, a bust was completed and even presented in the Capitol’s
rotunda. But the artist’s work was oversized and did not meet approval standards.

Later in the year, the bust that now resides near the Capitol’s east wing was created by
a different sculptor and approved by the citizens’ group and the Minnesota Historical
Society.

And on Jan. 20, 1986, the bronze bust of Dr. King, on a black marble base, was installed
for posterity in its southeast niche. Then-Gov. Rudy Perpich addressed 1,500 people at the
ceremony.

Sculptor George M. Bassett aptly captured the strength and dignity once seen in Dr.
King’s facial expressions.

Bassett is a Minnesota native known around the Capitol for other busts he executed.
These include a bust of conservationist Sigurd F. Olson and one of Hubert H. Humpbhrey,
the former U.S. senator and vice president of the United States.

If the paintings on the walls and ceiling are not included, King’s bust is possibly the only
artwork of an individual in the building who was not a Minnesota resident.

But the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a Nobel Peace Prize recipient. As “a seeker
of peace, justice, and truth for all mankind,” he devoted his life for others to live out the
true meaning of democracy.

Dr. King’s bust occupies a reverent place in the state Capitol as a gift “From the People
of Minnesota.”

—LeClair Grier Lambert
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Committee Information 15
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On the cover: A photomontage depicts issues faced by lawmakers in recent years, several of
which may crop up again this session.
—Photo illustration by Tom Olmscheid
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First Reading

Profile of Learning.. . .

K-12 initiative faces tough test in the Legislature

T

e .
e
5V, .

of the class of 1998 from Mounds View High School in Arden Hills, Minn., finished school before the
controversial Profile of Learning — now the center of debate — began to take effect. This photo shows
the students as they prepared to receive their diplomas during commencement exercises last June.

By Sarah Hallonquist
egislators got their first official crack at
L the controversial Profile of Learning this
session during a Jan. 19 meeting of the
House Education Policy Committee.

Rep. Tony Kielkucki (R-Lester Prairie) is
sponsoring HF15, one of several proposals to
change the current academic standards and
guidelines that students must meet in order to
graduate from a Minnesota high school.

Since the beginning of the state’s two-
pronged graduation rule in 1993, the Legisla-
ture has tinkered with details in response to
public opposition to the standards and rec-
ommendations from various advisory groups.
The Profile of Learning has been roundly criti-
cized by some teachers, parents, and lawmak-
ersalike for being too rigorous and too difficult
to implement and document.

Mandatory standardized tests taken in math,
reading, and writing — the other half of the
graduation standards initiative — have al-
ready been implemented statewide.

Meanwhile, the deadline for districts to start
adhering to the entire Profile of Learning un-
der current law is the 2001-02 school year.
Some districts began implementing parts of
the profile at the beginning of the current
school year, and those districts will receive
additional funding for early implementation.

However, as outside criticism grows and

there is still time left before the final deadline,
some lawmakers are committed to amending
the Profile of Learning in some form this
session.

Kielkucki’s bill contains five parts which are
based on recommendations from the Gradu-
ation Standards Advisory Panel. The panel
was established in 1998 to examine how the
profile plan should generally be carried out in
schools and if any changes were necessary.

sory panel to create a plan for students who do
not pass standardized tests or meet other
graduation requirements.

Kielkucki said the Profile of Learning has
generated many comments from his colleagues
and constituents. And since he introduced the
bill, he said he has been inundated by calls and
e-mails — positive and negative — about the
changes he’s proposing.

“Thave received more comments on this bill
than I did on the Twins stadium,” he said.

In explaining his position to his colleagues
on the education panel, Kielkucki stressed his
experience as a teacher.

“Looking at this from an educator’s stand-
point, there was no way I would have taught
those performance packages,” he said.

Much of the controversy surrounding the
new standardsincludesthe plan’s performance
packages, which are state curriculum models.
Although their use is not mandatory, teachers
are encouraged to develop their own packages
that match or exceed the state’s examples. But
many teachers and school administrators have
complained that the sample performance pack-
agesare too difficult to teach and will dramati-
cally change what is expected of students in
the K-12 system.

The new rule has also been criticized for
having too many learning areas. Currently,
the 10 areas are Read, View, and Listen in
English; Write and Speak in English; Litera-

“Looking at this from an educator’s stand-
point, there was no way | would have taught
those performance packages,”

—Rep. Tony Kielkucki

Kielkucki’s proposal would reduce the core
learning areas from 10 to five and allow dis-
tricts to add other areas if desired. It would
also reduce the number of content standards
required in each learning area. It would pro-
vide delayed plans for districts who have not
yetimplemented the plan, eliminate state per-
formance packages, and require schools to
assess students in 11th grade using standard-
ized tests that compare with other states and
nations. Finally, the bill would set up an advi-

ture and the Arts; Mathematical Applications;
Inquiry; Scientific Applications; People and
Cultures; Decision Making; Resource Mak-
ing; and World Languages (optional).

Under the 10learningareas, there are groups
of content standards. The content standards
describe certain subjects students must mas-
ter, such as academic writing or chemistry
concepts. In order to graduate from high
school, students are required to complete a
minimum of one content standard from each
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groupinlearningareas one through nine (each
area has one to four groups) and from two of
the groups in area six. They must satisfy a total
of 21 content standards.

Last year, lawmakers approved $70 million
for school districts to implement the Profile of
Learning. A phased-in system was developed
for schools so they would not have to imple-
ment all 10 learning areas at once.

And about the same time legislators were
drawing up the 1998 K-12 omnibus bill, ad-
ministrative law judge George Beck was com-
pleting a report on the Profile of Learning that
examined the reasonableness of the plan. He
reviewed his March 1998 report for the House
education committee. The report includes his
recommendation that the required content
standards be brought from 21 to 18.

Although he cannot rule on the profile’s
policy or give his personal opinion, Beck did
say he would label the program as “rigorous.”

“Itwill require students, parents, and teach-
ers to work harder than they have in the past,”
he said.

HF15 was referred to the House Govern-
mental Operations & Veterans Affairs Policy
Committee for approval of the advisory panel
provision of the bill. The education commit-
tee is slated to hear additional public testi-
mony on the bill Jan. 26.

Meanwhile, the Senate is scheduled to take
up a similar measure, and there is a separate
House plan that calls for the repeal of the
Profile of Learning statutes altogether. That
bill, HF27, sponsored by Rep. Marty Seifert
(R-Marshall) has not yet been heard in
committee. , @,

Where to find
information

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides cop-
ies of bills at no charge, all agendas for
House sessions, and the Journal of the
House.

House Index Department
211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of
the Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computer-
ized index available for public use. House
Index lists bills by committee, topic, au-
thor, file number, and other categories.
The office can also give you the current
status of legislation.
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Report says the future is in the suburbs

If you live in the Twin Cit-
ies metro and find it a bit
more crowded than you
like, this is bad news.

About 87 percent of
(&0 T4l Minnesota’s population
growth from 1995 to 2025
will occur in nine primarily suburban
counties in the metropolitan area, ac-
cording to a report prepared by Minne-
sota Planning and released in September
1998.

Wherewillall of those people come from?
Most likely, the state’s rural areas.

Minnesota Planning projects that 42
of the state’s 87 counties will experience
populationlosses during the 30 years pre-
ceding 2025. Western Minnesota is pro-
jected to have the highest rates of loss.

Many of the report’s projections are
based on underlying assumptions about
how the economy will perform in differ-
ent regions of the state, with fertility and
mortality factored in.

In rural areas, large population losses
are expected to be produced by contin-
ued farm consolidation, an older age
structure, and the

o

14 and under is projected to fall about 10
percent between 1995 and 2005. The an-
nual number of Minnesotabirths has fallen
in the 1990s, as women born during the
baby bust of the 1960s and 1970s are now
the prime child-bearing population.

Only a handful of counties, mostly in
the Twin Cities suburbs, will see growth in
child population in the near future.

By 2025, more than half of Minnesotans
willbe older than 40, and about 17 percent
will be African-American, Asian, Ameri-
can Indian, or Hispanic, the report states.
The state’s population is expected to top
5.3 million in 2025 — up from today’s
estimated population of 4.6 million.

“The numbers are higher than those in
our 1993 projections, mainly because the
strong economy has attracted more new
residents,” said Ann Schluter, director of
Minnesota Planning at the time the report
was written. “However, the basic trends are
the same — slower growth, more diversity,
and a noticeable aging of the population.”

The number of Minnesotans older than
45is projected to grow substantially as the
baby boomers move into their later years.

As the population

flight of young TOP GROWING COUNTIES ages there will be

people. County Percent Change fewer births and
From 1995 to 1995-2025 more deaths, lead-

2005 the' state't’s total Sherburne 92% ing.to slower popu-

population is pro- Scott 73% lation growth

jected to increase Carver 79% overall.

about 7 percent, the Washington 57% “These projec-

Chisago 54%

report reveals.

tions are used by

But the popula-
tion will continue

TOP SHRINKING COUNTIES

government plan-
ners, businesses,

to age, which car-
ries an inevitable

County

Percent Change schools and many

result — the num- Lac Qui Parle

ber of deaths is ex- Big Stone

pected to rise and Lincoln
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tivities among all levels of government.
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Company brews ethanol plan

It’sa short trip from making beer to making
ethanol, butit can take along time to get there.

That’s what officials from the Minnesota
Brewing Company told the House Agricul-
ture and Rural Development Finance Com-
mittee Jan. 19.

The firm has been attempting to secure
financing for ethanol production since last fall
to no avail.

Minnesota Brewing purchased the former
Schmidt Brewery in St. Paul from G. Heilman
Brewing in 1991 and has most recently been
turning out Grain Belt, Pig’s Eye, and Yellow
Belly products.

Bruce Hendry, chairman of the board of
Minnesota Brewing, said the plant has consis-
tently lost money — as much as $100,000 a
month — and would be closed, idling its
roughly 200 employees, if not for the hope
that ethanol production could boost profits.

He estimates it will cost about $20 million
to refit the plant, which he said is ideal for
ethanol production.

“We’ll have the best-tasting ethanol avail-
able,” he joked.

While there are subsidies in place to pro-
mote ethanol production, Hendry told the
committee that federal money isn’t available
because the plant is in an urban area and state
guarantees don’t amount to enough to con-
vince bankers of the viability of the plant.

In addition, Minnesota Brewing’s produc-
tion costs are high because of union contracts
and the fact that it doesn’t have a mechanism
to purchase corn directly from farmers as
cooperative-owned plants do.

Minnesota Brewing President Jack Lee told
the committee the company is also planning
to capture and sell its carbon dioxide
byproduct, adding another $3 million annu-
ally to the operation.

Lee said thatifthe company’s small produc-
tion payment from the state were increased by
$600,000, bankers would probably be con-
vinced of the viability of the plan, jobs would
besaved, and a demand for Minnesota-grown
corn assured.

Committee members expressed sympathy
for the company’s plight.

But Rep. Tim Finseth (R-Angus) wondered
whya committee devoted to agriculture should

Bruce Hendry, chairman of the board of the Minnesota Brewing Company, right, uses a drawing to
illustrate to members of the House Agriculture & Rural Development Finance Committee how the
St. Paul plant could be retrofitted to produce ethanol. Minnesota Brewing CEO Jack Lee, left, also
appeared before the committee Jan 19.

fund an operation in the middle of St. Paul.

Hendry said his plant would strengthen
rural ethanol programs and added that Min-
nesota Brewing had their support. He also
pointed out that the plant would be a tour
facility for city residents who would gain a
better understanding of ethanol, its use, and
its production.

“To alot of folks in urban areas, ethanol is
just a big scam to raise the price of corn,”
Hendry said.

Several committee members suggested that
the company look closely at farmer-direct
purchase of the 5.5 million to 6 million bush-
els of corn it would use annually.

Lee said that no firm plan had been fash-
ioned for obtaining corn but that transporta-
tion costs would be a major consideration.

Hendry said he wasn’t sure exactly how
much longer Minnesota Brewing would con-
tinue to operate at a loss, but he said the
company has come too far to abandon the
plan to convert to ethanol production without
trying every avenue to obtain the funding.

The committee took no action on the
matter.

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol ...
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146

Fostering ag innovation

Entrepreneur Cliff Larson knew he was on
to something when he noticed that exposure
to soybeans seemed to soothe the rough,
chapped hands of electricians working at his
Meeker County plant.

He soon developed Soysoft, the first lotion
made from soy lipids, but with product in
hand, he still needed marketing assistance.

That’s where the Agricultural Utilization
Research Institute camein. The group, headed
by former Rep. Edgar Olson, aims to provide
markets for Minnesota productslike Larson’s.

“Without (the institute), we’d probably
still be standing at the gate,” Larson told the
House Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee at a Jan. 14 meeting.

The research institute provides develop-
ment and marketing services, such as product
assessment, research, business development,
and technical assistance, to producers of Min-
nesota products. With its help, Larson was
able to launch Soysoft. The lotion is currently
availablein gift shopsaround the state and will
soon be featured on the Home Shopping
Network.

The institute, now in its 10th year, receives
about $4 million a year from the state. Olson
said that funding is matched with about $6
from grower cooperatives and commodity
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boards for every $1 invested by the state.

Some of the more prosperous relationships
have been with the Minnesota Soybean Grow-
ers Association and, more recently, the Min-
nesota Soybean Research and Promotion
Council.

“Over the past number of years, numerous
people and companies, both large and small,
have come to our office with what seem to be
fantastic ideas or concepts for new products
that utilize soybeans or soybean products,”
said Doug Proehl, head of the growers associa-
tion.

“Most of the time they were seeking more
than funding to get their product to the mar-
ketplace; they were also seeking assistance with
questions like: Is this product unique? Will it
work? Can I produce this product competi-
tively? Will it sell?”

The institute can help answer all of those
questions, Proehl said.

Recent projects include a plan to develop
fast-growing hybrid poplars as a cash crop on
poor-quality land. The trees would be sold for
their fiber and used in a variety of products.

Olson shared with committee members
some samples of Minnesota products, includ-
ing Great River Vineyards wine, molded bird
feeders, Capt. Ken’s Beans, and Prairie Smoke
Barbecue Sauce.

The institute will return to the committee
with a formal budget request.

Seeking federal farm help

Two resolutions calling on Congress to act
immediately to alleviate problems down on
the farm were approved by the House Agricul-
ture Policy Committee Jan. 20.

Rep. Jim Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) is spon-
soring one bill (HF105), and Rep.
Elaine Harder (R-Jackson) is carrying the other
(HF151).

Tunheim said that to get a complete picture
of how bad things are in agriculture, you need
onlylookat therising cost of nearly everything
farmers buy in relationship to what they are
paid for commodities such as wheat.

He told the committee that in 1950, wheat
sold for $2.09 a bushel and a full-size Ford
automobile sold for $1,600. InJuly 1998, wheat
was selling for $3.16 a bushel and a full-size
Ford cost $24,800.

“Everything is going up except the price
farmers get for a bushel of wheat,” Tunheim
said.

Noting thatin Kittson County, witha popu-
lation of 5,500, there were only 20 births in
1998, he said continued struggles in the agri-
cultural sector could lead to the devastation of
much of rural Minnesota.
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Tunheim’s resolution calls upon Congress
to repeal the Freedom to Farm Act of 1996, to
purchase more pork and pork products to
help drive prices up, and to investigate the
proposed merger between Cargill Inc. and
Continental Grain Co., among other things.

Meanwhile, Harder’s resolution calls for
increasing available livestock slaughter capac-
ity in the U.S. and Canada, expanding food
exports, and reviewing the Freedom to Farm
Act, among other requests. Harder said the
federal government has the largest role in
providing broad-based relief to farmers.

Adhering to the wishes of Rep. Tim Finseth
(R-Angus), committee chair, there was no
discussion on either proposal prior to a vote.

Both resolutions now move to the House
Rules and Legislative Administration Com-
mittee.

Fraud victims want action

CRIME

Law enforcement agencies, bankers, and
retailers are seeking changes to make the in-
vestigation and prosecution of checkand iden-
tity fraud crimes more efficient and effective.
Members of the House Crime Prevention and
House Judiciary Finance committees heard
presentations on theissue duringajoint meet-
ing Jan. 21.

Jane Chase of St. Louis Park told the com-

mittees that she had $7,000 in forged checks
written against her account after her check-
book was stolen. She said that although she
did not have to accept the loss because she had
canceled the checks, the incident has been a
major inconvenience.

“Tunderstand that thisis seen asa victimless
crime,” she said. “But in reality, we are
victims.”

Chase said that she was surprised that local
police departments would notinvest energy in
investigating and prosecuting cases in other
jurisdictions.

“I'was appalled at how limited the authori-
ties were at prosecuting individuals who steal
checkbooks,” she said.

Anoka County Attorney Bob Johnson said
thatlocal police have no idea when other cases
involving the same suspect or suspects exist in
other jurisdictions. He said that local police
do not place a high priority on these investiga-
tions because they don’t realize how large the
crime actually is.

“Our structure — our criminal justice sys-
tem — calls for a lot of local control,” he said.
“And it may not be as flexible as it could be.”

Current law allows cases to be aggregated
and prosecuted in one jurisdiction. However,
locallaw enforcement agencies do not investi-
gate cases that involve retailers and financial
institutions in many different jurisdictions,
Johnson said.

John McCullough of the Minnesota Retail-

Newly appointed as commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, former House
Speaker David Jennings, left, shares a laugh with Gov. Jesse Ventura. The governor noted at the
Jan. 20 news conference that Jennings’ sons had voted for Ventura in the 1998 election. Asked
which gubernatorial ticket he cast his vote for, Jennings, the last Republican to be speaker until
this year replied, “Humphrey-Moe.”




ers Protection Association demonstrated how
technology designed for employers who issue
paychecks is being used for check fraud. He
showed the committee how easy it is to use
software to create fake payroll checks and
deposit slips.

Representatives of the groups told the com-
mittees that they will be bringing ideas to
legislators on how the law could be changed to
make investigation and prosecution more ef-
fective.

Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester) is spon-
soring a bill (HF112) that would make it a
felony to use another person’s identity. The
bill was not before the committees at the time
of the hearing.

Bishop told the committees that he hopes to
work with the groupsand to have thebill ready
soon for presentation before the Crime Pre-
vention Committee.

Energy program blown off

ENERGY

Helping Minnesota farmers harvest the wind
was the goal of a program approved by the
1997 Legislature. So far, the crop has been
sparse.

A report prepared by the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture reveals that not a
single farmer has applied to the Rural Finance
Authority for aloan of up to $500,000 to cover
45 percent of costs to build a wind energy
conversion facility.

The report was presented to the House Ag-
riculture and Rural Development Finance
Committee Jan. 19.

Jim Boerboom, director of the Agricultural
Finance Division of the agriculture depart-
ment, said a survey of farmers and bankers in
western Minnesota unearthed several reasons
for the lack of activity in the program.

Farmers cited high capital costs, lack of
understanding of wind energy economics, lack
of operating knowledge, difficulty in selling
electricity, and low profits. Lenders said the
technology is unproven and indicated they
would make credit decisions based on an
applicant’s resources unrelated to the wind
project.

Turning a profit in the wind-to-electricity
business can be an involved process. Accord-
ingto the agriculture department’s testimony,
there is no shortage of the supply — average
wind-speed is clocked at between 15.7 and
16.8 miles per hour in western Minnesota,
specifically on the Buffalo Ridge near Lake
Benton.

The wind machines required to produce
electricity are bigand expensive. The 143 units

on a wind farm built by Enron Wind Corpo-
ration near Lake Benton are each as tallasa 25-
story building. Each 750-kilowatt machine
generates enough power for 250 homes.

A single 600-kilowatt machine to run one
turbine costs just under $600,000. Although
pricey, the machines take up only a small
portion of land, and farmers can grow tradi-
tional crops in and among the turbines.

Additionally, a market for wind-generated
electricity has been assured. In 1994, North-
ern States Power committed to purchase 425
megawatts of wind-generated energy by 2002
in exchange for extended storage of nuclear
waste at Prairie Island Nuclear Facility.

Wind power is more expensive than elec-
tricity produced from coal or natural gas.

To encourage the development process, the
Legislature adopted a host of incentives and
subsidies to help farmers get a piece of the
action.

A survey of farmers in western Minnesota
revealed that many of them would be inter-
ested in some type of wind energy coopera-
tive, but they hadlittleinterest on an individual
basis.

Rep. Bob Ness (R-Dassel), who chairs the
House agriculture panel, said there was noth-
ing in the original legislation that specifically
prohibited co-ops from qualifying for fund-
ing.

Boerboom said the wind-energy situation is
not quite analogous to Rural Electric Coop-
eratives, which are a more familiar concept for
farmers. He said most cooperatives are farmer-
owned and a benefit is derived from patron-
age. In the case of electrical generation from
wind, the product is sold to NSP, a private
corporation, and most of the farmers don’t
receive their electricity from NSP.

The department has suggested the commit-
tee look at fashioning incentives directed to-
ward a rural electric cooperative or other
farmer ownership models.

The committee took no action.

ENVIRONMENT

i

Stud plan passes floor

The House passed a bill Jan. 21 that would
remove a statewide ban on snowmobile studs.
The bill, sponsored by Rep. Tom Hackbarth
(R-Cedar), now moves to the Senate.

Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount) said
the bill (HF6) is necessary because legislation
that was passed in the 1998 session did not
have enough public input.

That law, which bans stud use on any public
lands after July 1, includes a $50 sticker fee to

be charged to snowmobilers who want to use
metal studs until that date. However, it does
notincludeamechanism to spend that money,
which was intended to go toward trail repairs.

“What we want to do is take this back to the
citizensso thatall can have fairinput,” Ozment
said.

Ozment, chair of the House Environment
and Natural Resources Policy Committee, and
Rep. Mark Holsten (R-Stillwater), chair of the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Committee, have established the
Outdoor Recreation Task Force to address
concerns related to snowmobile studs.

One of the major concerns is how to pay for
damage to paved trails in the state. Hackbarth,
who will chair the task force, said snowmo-
biles with studsarestill banned on state-owned
paved trails, and he will work toward solu-
tions to repair the damage caused by snowmo-
biles. Other members of the task force will be
Reps. Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover), Mike
Osskopp (R-Lake City), Alice Hausman (DFL-
St. Paul), and Tom Bakk (DFL-Cook).

Holsten said the task force has not met, but
he intends to deal with the issues and intro-
duce trail repair legislation this session.

Hackbarth said the statewide ban on snow-
mobile studs is causing the state to lose tour-
ism revenue and it should be removed as soon
as possible. He said repealing the statewide
ban is necessary to start the process of resolv-
ing the other issues.

Rep. Betty McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul)
proposed an amendment that addressed re-
pairing the damage to trails and private prop-
erty, but the amendment was voted down.

Hackbarth said McCollum’s proposal rep-
resented just one of many possible ways of
dealing with the problem.

“There are many different ideas and many
safety issues,” he said. “This is the problem.
We don’t have enough input on this issue.”

Reform Party getting on board

GOVERNMENT

The election of Gov. Jesse Ventura has
prompted action on a bill that would clarify
statelaw thatassumes certain appointees would
come from either the DFL or Republican party.

The bill (HF139), sponsored by Rep. Jim
Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park), was approved
Jan. 20 by the House Governmental Opera-
tions and Veterans Affairs Committee.

The law in question outlines the makeup of
the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure
Board to avoid having too many board mem-
bers from the same political party. The board
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responds to questions about campaign finance
and economic interest disclosure of candi-
dates for state offices.

Current law requires two members to be
former legislators — one from the same po-
litical party as the governor and one of a
different political party than the governor —
and no more than three board members who
support the same political party.

But the law has no provisions for how to
proceed with appointments when there are no
former legislators from the governor’s politi-
cal party, as is the case with Ventura’s Reform
Party.

The bill would remove the reference to the
governor’s political party. Under the bill, it
would be mandated only that the board in-
clude two former legislators who belong to
different parties.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

The committee also confirmed the appoint-
ments of three attorneys to the Campaign
Finance and Public Disclosure Board.

Wilbur Fluegel of Maple Grove, Thomas
Heffelfinger of Eden Prairie, and Nancy
Wilson of Minnetonka were appointed to the
six-member board by former Gov. Arne
Carlson before he left office. The appoint-
ments must be confirmed by three-fifths ma-
jorities of the House and Senate.

Fluegel is a partner at Wentzel & Fluegel;
Heffelfinger is a partner at Bowman and
Brooke; and Wilson is in private practice.

Rep. Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope) asked if
it’s necessary to be an attorney in order to be
on the board. Wilson said it is not a require-
ment, and that in fact none of the current
members are attorneys. However, she said a
legal background is helpful because laws on
campaign finance are complex.

Bed rail policy disputed

HEALTH

Controversy over the use of restraints in
Minnesota’s nursing homes was the topic of a
Jan. 21 hearing before the House Health and
Human Services Policy Committee.

Family members, nursing home adminis-
trators, and representatives from the Minne-
sota Department of Health shared their views
on the issue and on pending legislation.

Linda Sutherland, head of the health
department’s Division of Facility and Pro-
vider Compliance, said the controversy sur-
faced last April when her department began
levying fines on nursing homes for improper
use of restraints as defined in federal law.

The department conducts nursing home
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Joan Kaiser of Stacey, Minn., speaks in favor of
reducing restrictions on the use of bed rails in
Minnesota nursing homes. Kaiser, whose mother
was severely injured when she fell out of her
nursing home bed after the rails were removed,
appeared before the House Health & Human
Services Policy Committee Jan. 21.

inspections for the federal government’s Food
and Drug Administration.

“The nursing homes were never told to
remove bed rails,” one of the more common
forms of restraints used, Sutherland told the
committee.

But to avoid fines, which could run as high
as $1,000 for each day a home was deemed out
of compliance, most facilities reacted by re-
moving the rails completely, Sutherland said.
In many cases rails were removed without
contacting family and with disregard for the
wishes of patients and physicians.

Sutherland said the inspections came after
nearly 10 years of warning that the federal
government wanted reductions in the use of
restraints. She said action was only taken
against facilities that were putting residents in
“immediate jeopardy” by using restraints.

The overnight disappearance of bed rails
seemed punitive to patients and their families.

But health department officials said that a
doctor’s order to keep bed rails in place could
be honored without fear of retribution.

However, Greg Carlson, administrator of
Grandview Christian Home in Cambridge,
Minn., said his home was eventually fined
$85,000 and its nursing assistant training pro-
gram lost its accreditation after an incident in

which a patient was restrained as prescribed.

Concerns were also expressed about retain-
ing the dignity of nursing home residents and
providing them with choice.

Without bed rails, some homes resorted to
placing residents’ mattresses directly onto the
floor to avoid falls.

“It’s a shame that the system can take the
decision for care out of your hands,” said Joan
Kaiser of Stacey, Minn., whose mother fell and
suffered a severe injury following the removal
ofherbed rails. Her mother died in September
1998.

While the health department argued that
restraints are unsafe and contribute to more
than 100 deaths annually nationwide, most
who spoke said they believe more injuries
were caused from falls after the retraints were
removed.

But proponents of limiting the use of re-
straints said the only risk without restraints is
from falling; however, with restraints, stran-
gulation, pressure sores, agitation, frustration,
incontinence, and others are possibilities.

Sutherland said research clearly shows there
is more danger from having the restraints in
place, especially when a patient slides between
the rails or attempts to climb over them.

Under federal guidelines, restraints may not
be used to punish a resident or for the conve-
nience of staff but may be used to treat a
medical symptom when ordered by a doctor.

Committee members are slated to continue
the discussion when a bill that would clarify
the law on the use of restraints comes up for
debate.

Tobacco money debated

Lawmakers are now debating how Minne-
sota will spend the windfall coming from to-
bacco companies.

Under terms of a settlement with the com-
panies announced last summer, the Legisla-
ture eventually will have more than a
half-billion dollars to spend on “diminishing
the human consequences” of tobacco use.

The House Health and Human Service
Finance Committee took up the matter dur-
ing a hearing Jan. 20.

The tobacco companies will pour $6.1 bil-
lion in dedicated and undedicated revenue
into the state in the next 25 years. Thatamount
could be adjusted up or down, depending
upon sales volume of cigarettes and whether
the federal government is successful in taking
a portion of the money. Regardless of those
factors, there will be a huge sum available for
state efforts to mitigate the impacts of smok-
ing.



The committee began its work by looking at
existing tobacco prevention and control pro-
grams.

About $2.1 million in state health depart-
ment funds is spent annually on anti-tobacco
programs. Another $276,000 is received from
the Food and Drug Administration, but that
amount is targeted primarily for undercover
compliance checks conducted at establish-
ments that sell tobacco.

Jan Jernell, director of the health
department’s Division of Family Health, told
the committee that other agencies and depart-
ments spend additional funds on anti-smok-
ing programs, making the total state
investment much more than theamountspent
on health department initiatives alone.

The committee also heard testimony from
Kim Miner, aresearch scientist with the health
department, who detailed both the need for
programs and the recommended approach.

Miner said cigarette smoking in Minnesota
has remained static among adults (about 22
percent), noting that nationwide the number
of smokers has dropped 15 percent in recent
years.

She said smoking among youth is increas-
ing in Minnesota and exceeds the national
average.

She suggested that a comprehensive ap-
proach be taken to any anti-smoking program
to assure its effectiveness, and she listed spe-
cific areas for potential action.

Committee members weighed in on several
of the options.

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long Prai-
rie) said she believes there are more “gentle
ways” of preventing youths from using to-
bacco than compliance checks on retailers.

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) said he is
skeptical about a health department approach
outlined in Miner’s testimony to hike the price
of cigarettes as a deterrent to smoking.

“The price has gone up regularly, yet the
number of smokers hasn’t gone down,” he
said. “With all of the young people I've talked
with, price is a factor only for a short while.”

Miner said nationally statistics point to a
relationship between higher prices and alower
number of smokers.

Rep. Bill Haas (R-Champlin) said his main
concern is that whatever programs are funded
produce the desired effects.

“We can’t just be throwing money at the
problem,” he said. “If we look down the road
five, 10, or 15 yearsand more kids are smoking
than ever, we’ll have wasted it.”

Heasked Jernell whether existing anti-smok-
ing programs would provide any clues as to
effectiveness. Jernell said none of them had

been in place long enough to produce empiri-
cal data.

The committee took no action on the
matter.

Clarification for organ donors

Most doctors know that human tissue and
eyes are organs, but the average person con-
sidering donating his or her organsupon death
may not always consider that fact.

That’s why Rep. Darlene Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) is sponsoring HF74.

Luther told members of the House Health
and Human Services Policy Committee Jan.
19 that her bill would make a small change in
the state’s health care directive. The commit-
tee approved the bill.

A person can use a health care directive to
address all aspects of advanced planning for
health care by appointing an agent to make the
person’s health care decisions or by making
statements about how the person’s health care
should be handled.

Benson Lund, 17, of Edina, recalls how a cornea
transplant saved his eyesight after he accidentally
splashed hydrochloric acid in his right eye two
years ago. Lund appeared in favor of a bill that
would clarify organ donation laws. The plan was
approved by the House Health & Human Services
Policy Committee Jan. 19.

Luther’s bill modifies the suggested form
for the directive by allowing a person who
signs a directive to authorize their health care
agent to decide whether the person’s tissue
and eyes are donated upon death.

Under currentlaw, the form allows a person
completing the directive to give the health
care agent the power to decide whether the
person’s organs are donated upon death.

The proposal perplexed Rep. Richard
Mulder (R-Ivanhoe), who is a physician. He
wondered whether the bill might be in re-
sponse to a court ruling that may have held
that tissue or eyes weren’t “organs.”

Luther said there was no such decision she
is aware of. She said the proposed addition of
wording related to tissue and eyes is an at-
tempt at clarification.

Susan Gunderson, executive director for
LifeSource, an organ donation and procure-
ment organization, said it is her firm’s experi-
ence that potential donors don’t always
understand the full meaning of the word
“organ.”

“Under informed consent, donors must
specify which organs they are giving consent
for,” Gunderson explained. “Usually, they only
consider major organs.”

She added that there is a shortage of do-
nated tissue. Only 30 percent of the skin needed
for burn patients is immediately available.

More than 1,300 people are awaiting trans-
plants in Minnesota. Approximately 100 indi-
viduals die each year waiting.

The committee also heard from Benson
Lund, a 17-year-old from Edina who was the
recipient of a cornea and other eye tissue in
late 1997 and early 1998.

Lund had hydrochloric acid splashed into
his right eye during a chemistry experiment
outside of school.

Doctors determined he needed a certain
treatment prior to a corneal transplant. The
procedure uses a central “button” of corneal
tissue from an eye donor to replace the patient’s
damaged tissues.

Lund said donors made it possible for him
to see again and added that he was thankful.

Luther told the committee that changing
the directive form would not result in addi-
tional cost to the state.

Thebill moves to the House Civil Law Com-
mittee.

If you will be visiting the Capitol
in the near future, call the
Capitol Historic Site Program
at (651) 296-2881
to schedule a tour.
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W) HIGHER EDUCATION
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Yudof seeks budget boost

University of Minnesota President Mark
Yudof introduced himself to lawmakers
Jan. 21 at a meeting of the House Higher
Education Finance Committee.

It was his first official visit to the Legislature
since the U of M received its unusually large
windfall last year. Almost $243 million went
to the university in 1998, including capital
improvement funds, debt-service forgiveness,
and a supplemental budget increase.

This year, university officials plan to ask the
state for roughly $1.28 billion for the next
biennium. After Gov. Jesse Ventura releases
his budget, which could be as soon as Jan. 28,
the school will come back to the committee to
present its formal biennial budget request.

Some of that money would be earmarked
for lowering faculty-student ratios and for
adding more freshman seminars. The semi-
nars are designed to be small discussion-based
classes in which new students can get to know
each other early in their academic careers.
Yudof taught one himself last fall, called Stu-
dents and the Constitution.

“I learned a lot about tattoos and body
piercing,” Yudof said. “They learned some-
thing about the Constitution.”

While Yudof’s presentation was intended
to serve as an introduction to the university
system, committee members quizzed him on
enrollment statistics and graduation rates.
Some were also concerned with the size of the
school’s administration, which Yudof ac-
knowledged was too big even though it’s an
average-sized staff.

“That’s one area I don’t even want to be
average,” he said.

And Yudofoutlined some ofhis other philo-
sophical goals for the U of M, including pre-
serving its heritage, improving the school’s
research ranking, bettering its service to stu-
dents, and providing hands-on education.

“The universityis in the business of produc-
ing human capital,” he said. “Minnesota will
stand or fall on its human capital.’

Yudof came flanked by several other uni-
versity officials including Board of Regents
Chair William HoganII, Regent David Metzen,
and institutional relations vice president
Sandra Gardebring, a former member of the
Minnesota Supreme Court.

Need a copy of a bill?
Call the Chief Clerk’s Office at
(651) 296-2314
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Repealing residency rules

A bill that would repeal residency require-
ments for city employees in Minneapolis and
St. Paul was approved Jan. 20 by the House
Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs
Committee.

Rep. Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove), who is
sponsoring the bill (HF133), said requiring
city employees to live within the city limits has
reduced the number of applicants for jobs and
made it difficult to retain workers.

Carri Sampson, an emergency dispatcher in
Minneapolis, said her department has had a
lot of turnover, and the residency require-
ment for new employees has made it difficult
to fully staff the department. In turn, she said,
the stress level has risen.

“We don’t have work that can wait,” she
said. “When we’re shorthanded, employees
work 12-hour shifts.”

Al Berryman, president of the Police Offic-
ers Federation of Minneapolis, said the Min-
neapolis Police Department has received fewer
applicants for jobs than cities that don’t have
residency requirements. Minneapolis has re-
cently received 47 applications for 30 jobs
available, he said. In that time, West St. Paul
has had 120 applications for two positions,
and the State Highway Patrol has had more
than 900 applications for 30 positions,
Berryman said.

Living in Minneapolis can be unsafe for

some city employees, said Lisa Thomas, who
works in the city’s attorneys office. She said
her car has been vandalized twice and she has
been harassed when recognized by people who
have been prosecuted by her office.

A similar bill passed out of committee dur-
ing the 1998 session, but the measure did not
come up for a vote on the House floor.

Stanek said that then-Speaker Phil
Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center) encour-
aged the labor organizations and city officials
to try towork out their differences. The groups
met many times throughout the year but did
not reach consensus, Stanek said.

The Minneapolis City Council approved a
program Jan. 8 that allows employees or de-
partments to request a waiver from the resi-
dency requirement, said Kathy Thurber, a
council member. The waiver could resolve
hardships such as those that had been dis-
cussed, she said, and the city has made good-
faith efforts to resolve the problems.

“It became clear that short of repealing
(residency requirements), nothing we could
do would satisfy the labor groups,” she said.

The overall labor shortage in the Twin Cit-
ies contributes to the low number of appli-
cants for city jobs, said Minneapolis Mayor
Sharon Sayles Belton, especially in informa-
tion technology and other high-demand
areas. The city is responding by offering com-
petitive wages and benefits, she said. She and
Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls) added that
their constituents have expressed strong sup-
port for requiring city employees to live in
Minneapolis.

Rebecca and Reid Brown, both Minneapolis police officers, testify about the difficulty they have
maintaining two homes because of the city’s residency rule. She has a home in Minneapolis while her
husband, who was exempt from the rule because of a grandfather clause, has a home in the Annandale,
Minn., area.The couple appeared before the House Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs Committee
Jan. 20.



“This is a local decision made by the city
with the supportofits residents,” Sayles Belton
said. “Some decisions are best made locally.”

She also said the residency requirement is
fiscally responsible. The city employs about
5,000 people, and having people with good
jobs living within the city contributes to the
taxbase. Italso promotes community involve-
mentand strengthens neighborhoods, she said.

Orfield said Michigan prohibits residency
requirements for Detroit city employees, mak-
ing it the only state that prohibits cities from
making those requirements. He said Boston,
Chicago, and San Francisco all have residency
requirements and have seen lower crime rates
in recent years.

St. Paul Mayor Norm Coleman did not
attend the committee meeting but submitted
a letter indicating support for repealing the
requirements.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

Big problem in tiny town

RickMcCaleb oftiny Reads Landing, Minn.,
made a good case for a bill that would provide
a special appropriation to extend sewer and
water services from the city of Wabasha to his
hometown.

“We’ve got ditches with raw sewage going
right down to the Mississippi,” McCaleb told
members of the House Jobs and Economic
Development Policy Committee Jan. 19.

McCaleb described the problems caused by
failing and inadequate septic systems in his
community of 71 homes.

Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake City), who is

Rick McCaleb of Reads Landing, Minn., testifies in
support of a bill that would provide funding for a
water and sewer extension to his tiny town.
McCaleb appeared before the House Jobs &
Economic Development Policy CommitteeJan.19.

sponsoring the bill (HF44), said that residents
of the community cannot afford the increase
in water and sewer rates that would come as a
result of financing the project without the
state’s assistance.

Some members expressed concern that a
request of this sort could open the gates to
more requests later.

“I'm a little worried about the precedent of
doing this for one community, and then all of
a sudden there’s a dozen needing to do the
same thing,” said Rep. Steve Trimble (DFL-
St. Paul).

The bill was laid on the table for consider-
ation at a later date.

TAXES

Selling a rebate plan

The House Taxes Committee was expected
to debate HF1, a plan to rebate a portion of the
state’s budget surplus based on income taxes
paid, but when the gavel fell Jan. 19, the
agenda changed considerably.

Members instead discussed a proposal, sup-
ported by Gov. Jesse Ventura, to rebate the
state’s budget surplus based on a sales tax
formula.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), who
chairs the committee and is sponsoring the
income-tax rebate bill, said the change was
made as a courtesy to the governor. He said
the income tax based plan would “rest awhile”
while the committee takes a look at the sales
tax proposal.

Under that plan, rebate amounts would be
determined from a schedule based on each
eligible filer’s Minnesota taxable income and
estimates of average household expenditures
for consumer sales tax at that income level.

The minimum rebate would be $202 for
single filers and $384 for married joint and
single head of household filers. The maximum
rebate would be $1,000 for singles and $2,000
for others.

Rebates would be payable in August, after
the state’s books for the current fiscal year are
closed.

Matt Smith, commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Revenue, presented further details to
the committee, along with Rep. Dave Bishop
(R-Rochester), chair of the House Ways and
Means Committee.

Smith said a major plus for the plan is that
the money returned wouldn’t be subject to
federal income tax.

But that notion was challenged by Abrams,
who pressed Smith and John Haugen, a legal
adviser for the Department of Revenue, to

admit thereis no actual ruling on the issue and
thereisa “remote possibility” that the sales tax
rebates may eventually be ruled taxable
income.

Abrams said he doubts the state would suc-
ceed in a plan to “gin the federal government
out of $200 million.” That’s the estimated
amount of federal income tax that would be
paid under HF1.

Abramsalso painted a scenario under which
the plan could be challenged in a class-action
suit on behalf of out-of-state residents, who
paid sales tax in Minnesota but who, under the
plan, would not receive any rebate money.

Smith said that in attempting to make the
plan simple, there was no way to account for
those consumers, including tourists and out-
of-state shoppers at the Mall of America,
among other retail sites.

Other challenges to the Ventura plan came
from House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon), who said he was dismayed that
the proposal so far contained no specific help
for farmers and that businesses and corpora-
tions would not receive rebates.

Sviggum said 40 percent of sales tax revenue
collected was from businesses and the Ventura
plan “cuts them out.”

Sviggum also chided revenue department
officials for telling the Legislature in the last
biennium that a sales tax-based rebate plan
was “not a good way to go.”

Smith said that at the time that was good
advice, but since the rebate based on property
tax has been implemented, the vehicle is in
place to easily apply the sales tax formula in
the Venutra plan.

Sviggum later noted that the plan as pre-
sented requires reversing a cash-for-bonding
proposal approved last year, which would re-
quire 81 votes to pass.

Sviggum said the 81 votes would be “a prob-
lem” and, given the “redistributive nature” of
the plan, even 68 votes could be “somewhat of
a problem.”

Several DFL members spoke during the
hearing, generally in favor of the plan.

“We want taxpayers to receive the benefit of
every dollar that we put into the rebate pro-
gram,” said Rep. Ann H. Rest (DFL-New
Hope), lead DFLer on the taxes panel. “Wash-
ington didn’t create our budget surplus. The
hard-working Minnesota taxpayer did.”

Bishop is expected to introduce a bill con-
taining the governor’s rebate plan. The com-
mittee took no action on the matter.

January 22, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 11



New Members. . .

Skoe brings rural perspective to state policymaking

By Jon Fure

Rep. Rod Skoe (DFL-Clearbrook) attributes
his success in the 1998 election to his diverse
background, but it probably didn’t hurt that
as a farmer he grows two
ofthe main ingredientsin
any Minnesota hot dish
— wild rice and potatoes.

Skoe said the sparse
population in District 2B
consists of people with
many different interests.
Family farms can be
found throughout the dis-
trict, and logging is the main industry on the
district’s eastern edge, which is near the north-
western corner of the state. The district con-
tains two American Indian reservations, and it
attracts tourists to the Itasca State Park area.

Before he started farming with his father
and uncles in 1985, Skoe worked in the log-
ging industry. He has served as a Clearwater
County commissioner and as a member of his
local commodities council and school board.

“My background in logging and then farm-
ing, and my work with the school board and
other committees makes me uniquely pre-
pared to represent this diverse district,” he
said.

Skoe’s wife, Sarah Hoagberg, is a former
teacher who now works with the local school
district in early childhood education and has
worked with HeadStart and other programs.
They have two children in junior high school
— Mary, whohasablackbeltin Tae Kwon Do,
and Patrick, whoisactive in many team sports.

Servingasarepresentative means he hasless

Rep. Rod Skoe

time to spend with his family, but Skoe said it’s
a worthwhile sacrifice. He said his parents
were always active in the community when he
was growing up, and he credits them for being
good role models.

“The only reason to do this is to make a
commitment to do something positive for the
area you live in,” he said.

Life in St. Paul is quite a bit different than in
Skoe’s hometown, which has a population of
about 680. But while Skoe has spent most of
his life in his district, having grown up in
Kelliher, Minn., big city life isn’t completely
foreign to him. He earned undergraduate de-
grees in psychology and sociology from
Augsburg College in Minneapolis. His educa-
tion is a little unusual for a farmer, but Skoe
said it has helped him in many ways.

“I tell people I study plant populations in-
stead of people populations,” he said. “Actu-
ally, farming is a lot more than understanding
the numbers. It’s a business, and you have to
be able to deal with people. And it’s helped on
the boards I've been on. You have to affect the
board so that it makes good decisions.”

As a county commissioner, Skoe’s perspec-
tive helped influence decisions surrounding
the newly formed Clearbrook Economic De-
velopment Board, which aims to grow jobs for
rural residents. The board includes represen-
tatives from all of the local cities and school
districts, some townships, and quite a few
businesses.

Asalegislator, he hopes to advocate contin-
ued crop research at the University of Minne-
sota, which he believes will help boost the
economy throughout the state. Some of the

farms in his district have some not-so-tradi-
tional livestock — such as ostrich, emu, and
buffalo — that could benefit from continued
research.

“Soybeans were an experimental crop in the
1950s, and now (they are) a major crop,” he
said. “You can see huge economic impacts if
crops are developed properly and the market
is there.”

Skoe doesn’t expect changes to occur over-
night. His first goal is to get familiar with the
process of effectively movinglegislation along.
He describes his approach to leadership as
quiet and thoughtful, and he said he doesn’t
plan to speak much unless his comments can
benefit the whole group.

He might not be quiet for too long, as he
serves on House committees that will likely
benefit from his experience: Agriculture Policy,
Agriculture and Rural Development Finance,
and Environment and Natural Resources
Policy.

Skoe also indicated an interest in speaking
up during the general session to remind law-
makers from larger cities about small-town
concerns.

District 2B

1995 Population: 33,412
Largest city: Bagely
Counties: Becker, Beltrami, Clearwater,
Mahnomen, and Polk
Location: northwestern Minnesota
Top concern: “To bring a rural perspective to the
discussion; to make sure that the way laws and
regulations affect rural areas is discussed as part
of the process.”

— Rep. Rod Skoe

Several members of the House Taxes
Committee expressed concern in a hearing
Jan. 18 that Gov. Jesse Ventura’s sales tax
rebate plan could be considered redistribu-
tion of wealth.

Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester), chair of
the House Ways and Means Committee and
potential sponsor of the governor’s proposal,
said that if you look carefully, you could prob-
ably find other instances in which Minnesota
law redistributes wealth.

“We are somewhat of a Marxist state,”
Bishop reminded the committee.

To which Rep. Ron Abrams
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(R-Minnetonka) responded, “Would that be
Harpo or Groucho?”

“Ifthere’s a page around, could they please
throw Commissioner Weaver out of the well?”
joked Rep. Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove), chair
ofthe House Crime Prevention Committee, at
a Jan. 19 meeting.

Apparently former Rep. Charlie Weaver,
newly appointed commissioner of public
safety, isn’t used to his new position — away
from the committee table. He was greeting
members behind the table, breaching infor-
mal separation of power etiquette.

Members of the House Health and Human
Services Finance Committee were deep into
discussion regarding the settlement between
the state and large tobacco companies during
a hearing Jan. 20.

Suddenly, a metal device used to cover an
access spot in the ceiling above Rep. Kevin
Goodno (R-Moorhead) let loose and fell with
aclang inches in front of the committee chair.

Startled, he remarked, “I guess we’ll take
that as a comment on this matter from the
tobacco companies.”



House Majority Leader. . .

By Grant Martin

With plenty of talk of bipartisan co-
operation coming from both sides of the
aisle, it’s almost refreshing to hear new
House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty
talk about playing pick-up hockey with
House Minority Leader Tom Pugh.

“We haven’t yet been there together
thisyear,” said Pawlenty (R-Eagan). “But
when he does show up, I've got my el-
bow pads ready for him.”

The two floor adversaries — praised
by members for their fairness and mild-
mannered leadership — play hockey
Sunday nights with a group called the
Golden Sea Horses. Pawlenty calls it
“clutch-and-grab hockey.” Checking is
not allowed.

However, Pawlenty said that Pugh
(DFL-South St. Paul) likes to dish it out
on the ice.

“He’s kind of a cheap little player,” he
said. “He’s one of the shorter players out
there, and he’s not the youngest player
anymore. He’snotadverse to a fewslashes
and hacksand elbows and stufflike that.”

Pugh shook off Pawlenty’s criticism,
claiming it stems from over-exuberance.

“We lived our glory days in high
school,” Pugh said. “He’s still trying out
for the varsity team.”

Pawlenty, the youngest in a family of
five, grew up in a working class neigh-
borhood in South St. Paul. His father
worked as a truck driver, and his mother was
a homemaker.

He said his background inspired him to
work hard in school.

“I was a pretty serious student,” he said.
“My mom passed away when I was a sopho-
more in high school, and my dad lost his job
not long after that. So I realized that I wasn’t
going to get a lot of financial help because I
wasn’t from a wealthy family. I was going to
have to do it on my own. So I buckled down
pretty hard.”

Pawlenty attended the University of
Minnesota as both an undergraduate and a
law student, working several different jobs to
pay for school. He said those experiences
helped shape his political philosophy.

“I was working my tail off working part-
time jobs, actually almost approaching full-
time jobs, while going to college full time,” he
said. “I started to understand that there are
circumstances in life where people need some
help. But they also need to be accountable and
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House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty hopes to build success on
the “bread and butter” issues on which he believes most people
support the Republican positions.

responsible and exercise initiative on their
own.”

Pawlenty lives in Eagan with his wife and
two children. When he’s not serving in the
Legislature or playing hockey, he practiceslaw
with a downtown Minneapolis firm, focusing
on personnel and employment issues.

His political career began in college with an
internship for former U. S. Senator Dave
Durenberger. Later, he became active in local
government, serving as chair of Eagan’s plan-
ning commission and on the Eagan City Coun-
cil. He was first elected to the House in 1992.

Pawlenty has been outspoken on the direc-
tion of the Republican Party. He said that polls
show that while people agree with the party on
issues such as taxes, education, crime, and
government reform, the party has not been
entirely successful courting voters.

“As Republicans we have the right product,
the right approach, on these bread and butter
issues,” he said. “But we have a mediocre track
record in terms of how people respond to us

issues, put bickering on ice

and if they allow us to win elections in
Minnesota.”

Pawlenty said that Republicans must
do a better job communicating their
priorities to the voters, especially groups
that don’t traditionally vote Republi-
can.

“We need to make sure that we have
messengers and a tone and a sense of
priorities thatreflects where most people
are at,” he said.

Inspired by the need for new leader-
ship, Pawlenty threw his hat into the
ring for governor in 1998. He dropped
out of the race when St. Paul Mayor
Norm Coleman entered. He said he was
satisfied that Coleman offered the lead-
ership he was looking for.

When the Republicans won control
of the House in November of last year,
Pawlenty’s peers elected him majority
leader.

Pawlenty said he’ll use hisleadership
post to enact the Republican agenda on
the “bread and butter” issues. It will pay
off, he said.

“If we can at the end of session say,
‘We cut your taxes substantially and
permanently, we cut your class sizes, we
adequately funded schools, we cracked
down on crime, and we cleaned up gov-
ernment,’ that’sa winning message,” he
said. “It’s one that people in Minnesota
respond to. We will be back in power,
and we will retain control in 2000.”

Pawlenty said that he also hopes to use his
role as majority leader to keep the floor debate
focused on the issues.

“My hope is that — particularly with the
new era of Jesse in Minnesota — we can dial
down the bickering, the sniping, the partisan-
ship, and demonstrate to the people in Min-
nesota that while we have our differences —
and we do have differences and they’re legiti-
mate differences — we can debate those dif-
ferences in a constructive manner,” he said.

However, that attitude doesn’t carry over to
the ice.

When asked if he’s ever seen anyone take
Pugh to task while playing hockey, Pawlenty
said he hasn’t yet.

“But I might,” he said laughing.

Pugh sent the puck right back.

“Ifyou see him after Sunday with bandages,
that means I caught up with him,” he said.

AL
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Capitol Forum series.. . .

Lawmakers urged to create Web-friendly government

By Sarah Hallonquist

Lawmakers should begin
making the most of the
Internet and other techno-
logical advances to improve
government services in the
21st century, Dr. Diana
Oblinger told about 80 legis-
lators at the Minnesota
History Center Jan. 20.

An authority on information technology
and higher education, Oblinger spoke to Min-
nesota lawmakers as part of the Capitol Fo-
rum, an annual series of lectures sponsored by
the McKnight Foundation and Minnesota
Technology, Inc.

This year’s theme is information technol-
ogy, and Oblinger kicked off the first forum
with the topics of e-commerce and e-business.
The first is the practice of buying and selling
goods and services over the Internet, and the
latter refers to companies who convert many
of their operations to be online compatible.

For example, Oblinger said that many com-
panies, such as IBM and Chrysler Corp., use
the Internet for internal business. Human re-
sources services can be available online 24
hours a day at IBM, and the process of order-
ing auto parts online saved Chrysler $1 billion
inthe 1997 model year. Taking out the middle-
man by using the Internet has allowed compa-
nies to save money, get their products to market
faster, and improve efficiency.

“What you can do with the Internet is by-
pass many of those steps,” she said.

Oblinger spoke accompanied by a laptop
computer, which she used to show World
Wide Web sites to her listeners. She displayed
stock pages, children’slearningactivities, shop-
ping, employment networks, and government
services to demonstrate the range of opportu-
nities available via the Web.

“The real technology that we’re concerned
about here is the network,” she said.

Oblinger acknowledged common fears some
people often have about using the Internet,
such as privacy and security. But she was quick
to point out that because the technology will
not go away, people should learn to use it.

“Thereisawhole newset of rules out there,”
she said.

Although her speech was called, “Changing
Business As We Know It,” Oblinger stressed
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Dr. Diana Oblinger urges lawmakers to embrace
new technology, especially the Internet, as they
head into a new century. Oblinger spoke at the
first of the 1999 Capitol Forum series events at the
Minnesota History Center Jan. 20.

that many of the tactics businesses use on the
Internet can also be applied to government
and education. She noted several schools, in-
cluding the University of Minnesota, that
employ the Internet for distance education.
Students canattenda “virtual university” away
from campus via their computers.

In addition, some state and city govern-
ments use the Internet to provide services to
citizens. In the state of Washington, there are
public kiosks that provide information about
25 government agencies in multiple languages.
Somestatesallow citizens to register for driver’s
licenses over the Internet, too.

“Part of the reason for this to become a
growing trend in government is that there is
never enough money to do what you want,”
she said.

Oblinger called this type of use “customer
care,” and said the government can enjoy
some of the same benefits businesses do.

In the case of a bank, Oblinger showed
figures that compared customer service costs.
For a customer to go to a teller’s window, the
cost is $1.50; an ATM machine reduces that
costto 35 cents. The cost is even lower over the
telephone at 17 cents, and banking over the
Internet is a mere 5 cents for the institution.

With the right technological infrastructure
and resources, Oblinger said governments
would be able to reap benefits that could be
spread across otherwise ignored areas.

A question-and-answer format followed the
lecture. Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville)
inquired about online voting, and Rep.
Steve Dehler (R-St. Joseph) wondered if the
House’s office supply system could be simpli-
fied with Internet technology.

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) said that
Minnesota’s laws are made up of multiple
layers and asked how the government can
adapt to technology.

Oblinger responded that it would be diffi-
cult, but possible.

“We have to sometimes go completely out
of the box” because the fundamental base
(paper) is evaporating, she said.

After the program, Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-
Willmar) said he found the topic interesting,
especially for its potential in rural areas. How-
ever, he noted that getting areas in Greater
Minnesota wired into the Internet would be a
lot like rural electrification earlier in the cen-
tury. And he noted that lawmakers might not
jump on the Internet bandwagon too quickly.

“Therearealot of representatives and sena-
tors who are still dinosaurs when it comes to
technology,” Juhnke said.

Oblinger is on leave from IBM and works as
the special advisor to University of North
Carolina President Molly Corbett. She is the
author of “What Business Wants from Higher
Education” and has edited two books. She has
three degrees from Iowa State: a bachelor’s in
botany, a master’s in plant breeding, and a
doctorate in cytogenetics. &,

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us
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Wagenius-DFL
Wolf-R
Workman-R

Committee Administrator

Brian S. Fahey .........

............ (651) 296-9302

Committee Legislative Assistant
Cris Wohlford .................... (651) 297-8139

Crime Prevention
543 State Office Building ... (651) 296-5502
Meets: Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10 a.m. in BHR*

Members: 17
Chair: Stanek-R
Vice Chair: Anderson, B.-R

Lead Democrat: Skoglund-DFL

Bishop-R McGuire-DFL
Broecker-R Mullery-DFL
Fuller-R Murphy-DFL
Goodno-R Paymar-DFL
Haake-R Smith-R
Larsen-R Wenzel-DFL

Mahoney-DFL
Staff

Westerberg-R

Committee Administrator

Amy Roberts ..........

............. (651) 296-5533

Committee Legislative Assistant

Laurie Middleton

............... (651) 296-4119

Education Policy
401 State Office Building ... (651) 296-5363

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 36
Chair: Mares-R

Vice Chair: Olson-R

Lead Democrat: Carlson-DFL

Abeler-R Kielkucki-R
Biernat-DFL Leppik-R
Buesgens-R Luther-DFL
Cassell-R Mariani-DFL
Chaudhary-DFL Ness-R
Dehler-R Nornes-R
Dempsey-R Opatz-DFL
Dorn-DFL Otremba-DFL
Entenza-DFL Pelowski-DFL
Erickson-R Schumacher-DFL
Folliard-DFL Seagren-R
Gray-DFL Seifert, M.-R
Greiling-DFL Stang-R
Johnson-DFL Storm-R
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Sykora-R
Tomassoni-DFL
Tuma-R

Staff

Tunheim-DFL
Wolf-R

Committee Administrator

Rebecca J. Pryse........

........... (651) 296-9469

Committee Legislative Assistant

Betty L. McConnell

............ (651) 296-5394

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
381 State Office Building ... (651) 296-3018

Meets: Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 13

Chair: Holsten-R

Vice Chair: Hackbarth-R
Lead Democrat: Osthoff-DFL

Bakk-DFL Ozment-R
Finseth-R Swenson-R
Howes-R Tingelstad-R
McCollum-DFL Wagenius-DFL
Munger-DFL Westfall-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Ryan S. Bronson .........c....... (651) 297-5723

Committee Legislative Assistant

Kathleen S. Anderson ........ (651) 296-8871
Fiscal Analyst

Peter SKWira ......cceevveeeveennen. (651) 296-4281

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
479 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4306

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 22

Chair: Ozment-R

Vice Chair: Westfall-R

Lead Democrat: Munger-DFL

Anderson, I.-DFL Osskopp-R
Bakk-DFL Osthoff-DFL
Finseth-R Peterson-DFL
Haas-R Rostberg-R
Hackbarth-R Skoe-DFL
Hausman-DFL Swenson-R

Holsten-R Tingelstad-R
Howes-R Wagenius-DFL
Kelliher-DFL Workman-R
McCollum-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Marilyn BricK....cccoeveueuenenee (651) 296-8893
Committee Legislative Assistant

Mary H. Lee ...cooveveeruruencnne (651) 296-5994
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Ethics
487 State Office Building ... (651) 296-5373

Meets: Call of the Chair

Members: 6
Chair: Harder-R
Vice Chair: Milbert-DFL

Davids-R Wagenius—DFLT
Murphy-DFL T_alternate
Rhodes-R"

Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance

403 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4315
Meets: Mon., Wed., 12:30 p.m. in Room 5*

Members: 12

Chair: Sykora-R

Vice Chair: Nornes-R

Lead Democrat: McGuire-DFL

Abeler-R Mahoney-DFL
Boudreau-R Mariani-DFL
Bradley-R Mulder-R
Chaudhary-DFL Olson-R

Gray-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Jared Jordal ....c.oeevvereennnnee. (651) 296-5318
Committee Legislative Assistant

Scott NesKe ...ccuvevreevreveennen. (651) 296-7167
Fiscal Analyst

Cynthia Coronado Templin .... (651) 296-5384

Governmental Operations
& Veterans Affairs Policy

409 State Office Building ... (651) 296-9889
Meets: Mon., Wed., Fri., 8 a.m. in BHR*

Members: 22

Chair: Rhodes-R

Vice Chair: Rostberg-R
Lead Democrat: Kahn-DFL

Anderson, B.-R Krinkie-R
Carlson-DFL Lenczewski-DFL
Dehler-R Mares-R
Erickson-R Mullery-DFL
Folliard-DFL Osskopp-R
Gerlach-R Paymar-DFL
Gleason-DFL Rest-DFL
Greiling-DFL Reuter-R
Hilty-DFL Seifert, M.-R
Kielkucki-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Judd L. Schetnan ................ (651) 296-5336
Committee Legislative Assistant

Jeff Davidman...................... (651) 296-9194

Assignments as of 1/21/99

Health &

Human Services Finance

563 State Office Building ... (651) 296-5515
Meets: Mon., Wed., Fri., 8 a.m.in Room 10*

Members: 10

Chair: Goodno-R

Vice Chair: Mulder-R

Lead Democrat: Greenfield-DFL

*Rooms in State Office Building

Boudreau-R Otremba-DFL
Bradley-R Seifert, J.-R
Huntley-DFL Wilkin-R
Koskinen-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Karen M. Russell ................ (651) 296-5065
Committee Legislative Assistant

Holly Iverson .......cccouue... (651) 296-4265
Fiscal Analyst

K. Joseph Flores.........ccceuuee (651) 296-5483
Health &

Human Services Policy
559 State Office Building ... (651) 296-9249

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. in Room 10*

Members: 22

Chair: Bradley-R

Vice Chair: Boudreau-R

Lead Democrat: Huntley-DFL

Abeler-R McCollum-DFL
Dorn-DFL Mulder-R
Goodno-R Nornes-R
Greenfield-DFL Olson-R
Haas-R Otremba-DFL
Howes-R Seifert, J.-R

Jennings-DFL
Koskinen-DFL

Tingelstad-R
Wejcman-DFL

Luther-DFL Wilkin-R
Mariani-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Christine Eilertson ............. (651) 296-7185
Committee Legislative Assistant

Cheryl A. Burke................... (651) 296-4375

Higher Education Finance
485 State Office Building ... (651) 296-7026
Meets: Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m. in Room 300S*
Members: 12

Chair: Leppik-R

Vice Chair: Dehler-R

Lead Democrat: Pelowski-DFL

Carlson-DFL Seifert, M.-R
Cassell-R Stang-R
Dorn-DFL Storm-R
Folliard-DFL Tuma-R
Opatz-DFL
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Assignments as of 1/21/99

Staff
Committee Administrator

Christie Ahern ......c.oouveue... (651) 296-4091
Committee Legislative Assistant

Michele Schroeder.............. (651) 296-7168
Fiscal Analyst

Douglas E. Berg .......ccceuce. (651) 296-5346

Jobs & Economic
Development Finance

437 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4212
Meets: Mon., Wed., Fri., 8 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 10

Chair: McElroy-R

Vice Chair: Gunther-R

Lead Democrat: Trimble-DFL

Clark, K.-DFL Lindner-R
Davids-R Sykora-R
Jaros-DFL Westerberg-R
Kubly-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Denise Stephens ................. (651) 296-5069
Committee Legislative Assistant

Ann Hoffmann ..o (651) 296-5999
Fiscal Analyst

Ronald R. Soderberg .......... (651) 296-4162

Jobs & Economic
Development Policy

417 State Office Building ... (651) 296-7806
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 22

Chair: Lindner-R

Vice Chair: Storm-R

Lead Democrat: Jaros-DFL

Anderson, I.-DFL Kubly-DFL
Cassell-R Leighton-DFL
Chaudhary-DFL McElroy-R

Clark, K.-DFL Rukavina-DFL
Daggett-R Stang-R
Dawkins-DFL Sykora-R
Dorman-R Trimble-DFL
Gray-DFL Westerberg-R
Gunther-R Westfall-R
Hackbarth-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Carrie Felber ......covevennee.. (651) 296-4283
Committee Legislative Assistant

Doris J. Ocel..uueerrenreeennnne. (651) 296-5355

*Rooms in State Office Building

Judiciary Finance
533 State Office Building ... (651) 296-7153

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. in Room 300S*

Members: 10

Chair: Broecker-R

Vice Chair: Holberg-R

Lead Democrat: Murphy-DFL

Fuller-R Skoglund-DFL
Larsen-R Smith-R
McGuire-DFL Stanek-R
Paymar-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

John A. Lang ........ccceueunenee. (651) 296-3108
Committee Legislative Assistant

Denise Berger..........cceueuuee (651) 296-8857
Fiscal Analyst

Gary G. Karger ........coouuueee. (651) 296-4181

K-12 Education Finance

477 State Office Building .. (651) 296-7803
Fax: (651) 296-8803

Meets: Mon., Wed., 10 a.m. in Room 5%;
Fri., 10 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 17

Chair: Seagren-R

Vice Chair: Ness-R

Lead Democrat: Johnson-DFL

Abeler-R Kielkucki-R
Biernat-DFL Mares-R
Buesgens-R Nornes-R
Dempsey-R Schumacher-DFL
Entenza-DFL Tomassoni-DFL
Erickson-R Tunheim-DFL
Greiling-DFL Wolf-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Gregory L. Marcus ............. (651) 296-9468
Committee Legislative Assistant

Kathryn L. Musty ............... (651) 296-3316
Fiscal Analyst

Greg O. Crowe.......ccceueunee (651) 296-7165

Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs
551 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4244
Meets: Mon., Wed., 12 :30 p.m. in Room 200*

Members: 22

Chair: Larsen-R

Vice Chair: Tuma-R

Lead Democrat: Hasskamp-DFL

Abrams-R Holberg-R
Clark, J.-R Jennings-DFL
Gleason-DFL Koskinen-DFL
Haake-R Larson-DFL

BHR=Basement Hearing Room

Lenczewski-DFL Rifenberg-R

Marko-DFL Rukavina-DFL
Molnau-R Seagren-R
Orfield-DFL Stang-R

Pelowski-DFL Vandeveer-R

Reuter-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Blair Tremere.......ccceeuvennene (651) 296-5376
Committee Legislative Assistant

Clayton J. Helmer .............. (651) 296-5998

Rules & Legislative

Administration
459 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4128

Meets: Call of the Chair

Members: 18

Chair: Pawlenty-R

Abrams-R Pugh-DFL
Bradley-R Seifert, M.-R
Carruthers-DFL Solberg-DFL
Knoblach-R Sviggum-R
Leighton-DFL Sykora-R
McCollum-DFL Tuma-R
Milbert-DFL Wejcman-DFL
Ozment-R Winter-DFL
Paulsen-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Georgie Hilker .................... (651) 296-4276
Committee Legislative Assistant

Lesley Hinz .....ccceveveuennenee. (651) 296-9183

State Government Finance
365 State Office Building ... (651) 296-2907
Meets: Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. in BHR*

Members: 10

Chair: Krinkie-R

Vice Chair: Osskopp-R
Lead Democrat: Hilty-DFL

Anderson, B.-R Mullery-DFL

Gerlach-R Reuter-R
Gleason-DFL Rhodes-R
Kahn-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Craig Stone ......coceceeeveruenenne (651) 296-5367
Committee Legislative Assistant

Kathy Heimel..........cccceuue. (651) 296-3367
Fiscal Analyst

Helen G. Roberts................. (651) 296-4117
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Taxes
585 State Office Building ... (651) 296-9934

Meets: Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10 a.m. in Room 5*

Members: 25

Chair: Abrams-R

Vice Chair: Daggett-R
Lead Democrat: Rest-DFL

Carruthers-DFL Lenczewski-DFL

Clark, J.-R McElroy-R
Dawkins-DFL Milbert-DFL
Dorman-R Orfield-DFL
Erhardt-R Paulsen-R
Harder-R Rifenberg-R

Hasskamp-DFL Rukavina-DFL

Jennings-DFL Sviggum-R
Knoblach-R Van Dellen-R
Kuisle-R Wilkin-R
Leighton-DFL Winter-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Jason Rohloff ...................... (651) 296-8880
Committee Legislative Assistant

Kathleen M. Kieffer ............ (651) 296-5991
Fiscal Analyst

Matt Massman .........ceeeeees (651) 296-7171
Paul Wilson .......cceervenneneee. (651) 297-8405

Property Tax Division
591 State Office Building ... (651) 296-4363

Meets: Mon., Wed., 10 a.m. in Room 200*

Members: 17

Chair: Erhardt-R

Vice Chair: Kuisle-R

Lead Democrat: Milbert-DFL

Abrams-R Lenczewski-DFL
Clark, J.-R McElroy-R
Daggett-R Orfield-DFL
Dorman-R Paulsen-R
Harder-R Rest-DFL
Hasskamp-DFL Van Dellen-R
Jennings-DFL Winter-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Margaret Amundson.......... (651) 296-7427
Committee Legislative Assistant

Erin Buie ....ccccevevveereennenen. (651) 296-4999
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Transportation Finance
443 State Office Building ... (651) 296-8872

Meets: Mon., Wed., 8 a.m. in Room 5*

Members: 10

Chair: Molnau-R

Vice Chair: Vandeveer-R
Lead Democrat: Lieder-DFL

Haake-R Larson-DFL
Hausman-DFL Westrom-R
Juhnke-DFL Workman-R
Kuisle-R

Staff

Committee Administrator

Erik Rudeen ..........cuuen.n...... (651) 296-5528

Committee Legislative Assistant

Margaret Dannenberg........ (651) 296-5336
Fiscal Analyst

John C. Walz.........cuuun..... (651) 296-8236

Transportation Policy
537 State Office Building ... (651) 296-5066

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. in Room 5%

Members: 22

Chair: Workman-R

Vice Chair: Clark, J.-R

Lead Democrat: Hausman-DFL

Biernat-DFL Lieder-DFL
Buesgens-R Marko-DFL
Davids-R Molnau-R
Haake-R Opatz-DFL
Johnson-DFL Rifenberg-R
Juhnke-DFL Swenson-R
Kalis-DFL Van Dellen-R
Kelliher-DFL Vandeveer-R
Kuisle-R Westrom-R
Larson-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Mary K. Cummins ............. (651) 296-3244
Committee Legislative Assistant

Lois J. Spadgenske .............. (651) 297-5603
Ways & Means

453 State Office Building ... (651) 296-0573
Meets: Call of the Chair

Members: 27

Chair: Bishop-R

Vice Chair: Haas-R

Lead Democrat: Solberg-DFL

Abrams-R Holsten-R
Carlson-DFL Johnson-DFL
Entenza-DFL Kalis-DFL
Finseth-R Kelliher-DFL
Fuller-R Knoblach-R
Greenfield-DFL Krinkie-R

Assignments as of 1/21/99

*Rooms in State Office Building

Molnau-R Seagren-R

Mulder-R Stang-R
Munger-DFL Sviggum-R
Osthoff-DFL Sykora-R

Pugh-DFL Van Dellen-R
Rest-DFL Wenzel-DFL

Staff

Committee Administrator

Chas Anderson ................... (651) 296-8875
Committee Legislative Assistant

Joyce G. Rogers.......cceueune. (651) 296-9710
Fiscal Analyst

William F. MarX .......c.u...... (651) 296-7176

This list is subject to change.

Committee Deadlines

Each year the House and Senate set
deadlines by which most bills must be
heard in a committee and forwarded
through the process. The deadlines
serve to weed out some of the thou-
sands of bills introduced each year.

This year, committee deadlines will
officially be determined by a joint
House-Senate resolution. While that
resolution still must be formally ap-
proved, itis set to contain the following
deadlines and language further defin-
ing each deadline.

The first committee deadline will be
Friday, March 19. That means any bill
must pass out of all necessary policy
committees in its house of origin.

The second committee deadline will
be Wednesday, March 31.By thatdate,
all bills other than those containing ap-
propriations will have to be passed out
of all policy committees in the both the
House and the Senate. To meet the sec-
ond deadline, bills will have to be acted
upon before 4 p.m. March 31.

The third deadline will be Friday,
April 16. All appropriations bills will
have to pass out of a finance or tax
committee by that date.

Of course, there are exceptionstothe
deadlines. The taxes committees and
rules committees in both bodies are
exempt. And a bill can be heard after
the deadlines if the rules committee in

Where to find

information
Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314
The Chief Clerk’s Office provides copies
of bills at no charge, all agendas for House
sessions, and the Journal of the House.

BHR=Basement Hearing Room



In the Hopper. . .Jan.15-21,1999

Bill Introductions

HF150-HF244

Tuesday, Jan. 19

HF150—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Absentee ballot voting provisions
modified.

HF151—Harder (R)

Agriculture Policy

Farm crisis; Presidentand Congress me-
morialized to form a federal effort to
alleviate the farm crisis.

HF152—Rostberg (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Cambridge Regional Human Services
Center extended treatment options; pro-
gram employees provided correctional
employee retirement plan coverage.

HF153—Seifert, M. (R)

Commerce

Marshall authorized to issue additional
on-sale liquor licenses.

HF154—Paulsen (R)

Crime Prevention

Motor vehicle owner allowing vehicle
operation by driver with revoked li-
cense provided criminal penalties, and
vehicle forfeiture authorized.

HF155—Seifert, M. (R)

Agriculture &

Rural Development Finance

Passing on the Farm center appropri-
ated money.

HF156—Pawlenty (R)

Civil Law

Paternity proceedings stay of adjudica-
tion provided in certain cases during
proposed adoptions.

HF157—Kuisle (R)

Transportation Policy

Laura Ingalls Wilder historic highway
route modified.

HF158—Stanek (R)

Crime Prevention

Credit for time served intent clarified,
presumption in favor of consecutive
sentences created, specific findings re-
quired for concurrent sentences, and
sentencing guidelines conforming
changes required.

HF159—Sviggum (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Unicameral legislature provided, and
constitutional amendment proposed.

HF160—Bishop (R)

Civil Law

Public service corporations private
property easements definite and spe-
cificdescriptions provided, and require-
ment retroactively applied.

HF161—O0zment (R)

Taxes

Sales and use tax and motor vehicle
sales tax rates reduced, and political
subdivisions and lottery tickets sales tax
exemption provided.

HF162—Molnau (R)

Transportation Policy

Motor vehicle emissions inspection
program repealed.

HF163—Erhardt (R)
Taxes
Individual income tax rates reduced.

HF164—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF165—Stang (R)

Transportation Policy
Disabilitylicense plate issuance allowed
for motor vehicles modified for use by
disabled persons.

HF166—Wenzel (DFL)
Taxes
Sales and use tax rate reduced.

HF167—Wenzel (DFL)

Taxes

State-paid agricultural property taxes
provided, and money appropriated.

HF168—Mulder (R)

Taxes

Smoking cessation devices sales tax ex-
emption provided.

HF169—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
MinnesotaCare provider tax exemption
provided for free of charge services.

HF170—Nornes (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Nursing facility technology room grant
program established in the Department
of Health, and money appropriated.

HF171—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Infection control continuing education
requirement for health-related board
licensees repealed.

HF172—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Substantial bodily harm definition
expanded.

HF173—Entenza (DFL)

Civil Law

Equality of rights for men and women
provided, and constitutional amend-
ment proposed.

HF174—Stang (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Richmond annexed to the Paynesville
area hospital district.

HF175—Murphy (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nursing facility residents allowed to
request the use of restraints.

HF176—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Local government correctional service
retirement plan created, and actuarial
cost provisions modified.

HF177—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Partial-birth abortions prohibited, and
criminal and civil penalties provided.

HF178—Boudreau (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Abortion informed consent required
and civil remedies provided.

HF179—Kielkucki (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Constitutional standard established re-
lating to abortion, and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF180—Wolf (R)

Commerce

Safety regulated for persons on amuse-
ment rides.

HF181—McCollum (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Legislator per diem payments eliminated
and salary recommendations required.

HF182—Buesgens (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Special elections permitted in cases of
certain vacancies in city offices.

HF183—Buesgens (R)

Civil Law

Civil commitment; minor chemical de-
pendency treatment parental consent
provisions modified.

HF184—Krinkie (R)

State Government Finance

United Nations trade point develop-
ment previous appropriation canceled.

Thursday, Jan. 21

HF185—Opatz (DFL)

Education Policy

Elementary and middle school teachers
allowed to remain with their students
for multiple, consecutive school years
pilot program created, and money ap-
propriated.

HF186—Mares (R)

Commerce

Cochlear implant health plan coverage
required.

HF187—Mares (R)

Transportation Policy

Century College directional signs re-
quired on both sides of I-694 before its
intersection with Trunk Highway No.
120.

HF188—Kuisle (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Nursing homes’ immediate jeopardy
fines imposed by the Department of
Health waived.

HF189—Dempsey (R)
Transportation Finance

Port development assistance program
funded and money appropriated.

HF190—Harder (R)

Taxes

S corporations federal tax treatment
conformity provided.

HF191—Rifenberg (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Houston County surplus state land sale
authorized.

HF192—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Volunteer firefighter relief associations
monthly benefit service pensions 30-
year cap eliminated.

HF193—Paymar (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Emergency telephone call interference
provided criminal penalties.

HF194—Juhnke (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

Independent School District No. 347,
Willmar, magnetschool authorized,and
money appropriated.
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HF195—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Hubbard County authorized to sell tax-
forfeited land bordering public waters.

HF196—Anderson, B. (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Drainage systems transfer of access ease-
ments to storm sewer improvement dis-
tricts authorized.

HF197—Pawlenty (R)

Crime Prevention

Criminal trail final argument prosecu-
tion rebuttal provided.

HF198—Carruthers (DFL)

Taxes

Seasonal recreational propertyincluded
in the 1997 and 1998 property tax
rebates.

HF199—Bishop (R)

Taxes

Sales tax rebate provided, automatic tax
rebate established, tobacco settlement
proceeds deposited, capital project fi-
nancing converted to general obliga-
tion bonding, capital improvements
provided, bonds issued, and money ap-
propriated.

HF200—Milbert (DFL)

Taxes

Marketvalueincreases limited for prop-
erty tax purposes.

HF201—Mulder (R)

Taxes

Income tax rebate provided, and money
appropriated.

HF202—Boudreau (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Faribault tax increment financing dis-
trict activities ratified.

HF203—Greenfield (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Medical education and research endow-
ment fund, children’sendowment fund,
and tobacco prevention endowment
fund created; and money appropriated.

HF204—Entenza (DFL)

Crime Prevention

DWTI; maximum allowable blood alco-
hol level lowered for operation of mo-
tor vehicles, recreational vehicles,
watercraft, and while hunting or han-
dling explosives.

HF205—Workman (R)

Commerce

Professional engineering governing pro-
visions modified.

HF206—Entenza (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
American sign language/English inter-
preters and transliterators required to
be certified and registered, criminal and
civil penalties provided, and money
appropriated.

HF207—Winter (DFL)

Commerce

Electric energy installed capacity gener-
ated by wind energy conversion systems
requirement clarified.

HF208—Haas (R)

Commerce

Minnesota comprehensive health asso-
ciation funding continued, certain in-
surance-related assessment reductions
allowed, medical assistance and MCHA
relationship specifications sunset re-
pealed, and money appropriated.

HF209—Bishop (R)

Capital Investment

Capital project financing converted to
general obligation bonding, capital im-
provements authorized, previous tax
reform and reduction account funds
restored to the general fund, bonds is-
sued, and money appropriated.

HF210—Tuma (R)

Higher Education Finance

Assigned student responsibility reduced
for the purposes of determining grant
stipends, and private college tuition cap
indexed to inflation rate.

HF211—Abrams (R)

Taxes

Noncommercial seasonal residential
recreational second-tier property tax
class rate reduced.

HF212—Anderson, I. (DFL)

Jobs &EconomicDevelopment Policy
Northome; Big Bear Country Educa-
tion Center constructed, bonds issued,
and money appropriated.

HF213—Greiling (DFL)

Education Policy

Oral deaf education teachers exempted
from American sign language licensure
requirements.

HF214—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Volunteer ambulance attendant defini-
tion provided, and reimbursement pro-
visions modified.

HF215—Howes (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Comprehensive advanced life support
rural medical personnel training program
established, and money appropriated.

HF216—Stanek (R)

Crime Prevention

Pretrial status prisoner transfers be-
tween jail and workhouse authoriza-
tion clarified.
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HF217—Rhodes (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Chana Malka Oppen provision for least
invasive procedure; mandated autopsy
religious exemption created.

HF218—Tingelstad (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Youth housing programs funded and
money appropriated.

HF219—Wagenius (DFL)

Education Policy

Staff development grants established to
ensure reading ability by the end of
second grade, and money appropriated.

HF220—Solberg (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax penalties and interest dis-
tribution modified.

HF221—Solberg (DFL)

Taxes

Regional high schoolleague tournament
admission tickets sales tax exemption
provided.

HF222—Olson (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Independent School District No. 882,
Monticello, fund transfer authorized.

HF223—Leppik (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Tobacco prevention board and endow-
ment fund created, and money
appropriated.

HF224—0zment (R)

Taxes

Charitable contributions excluded from
alternative minimum taxable income.

HF225—Krinkie (R)

Taxes

Income tax rates and brackets modi-
fied, and property tax reform account
repealed.

HF226—Anderson, . (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Veto override legislative sessions pro-
vided, and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF227—O0sskopp (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State fire marshal special Minnesota

state retirement system benefits pro-
vided.

HF228—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

Sex offender registration and commu-
nity notification laws expanded to in-
clude certain persons committed as
mentally ill and dangerous.

HF229—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &EconomicDevelopment Policy
Duluth Technology Village develop-
ment grant provided, and money ap-
propriated.

HF230—Munger (DFL)

Jobs &EconomicDevelopment Policy
Duluth; Lake Superior Mississippi Rail-
road scenic railway improved and
money appropriated.

HF231—Schumacher (DFL)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF232—Bishop (R)

Civil Law

Petit juries provided in certain civil and
criminal cases.

HF233—Rukavina (DFL)

Commerce

Fireworks; limited personal use of fire-
works authorized, safety guidelines af-
fidavitrequired, and penaltiesimposed.

HF234—Lindner (R)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF235—Hackbarth (R)

Taxes

Agricultural property tax classification
extended to include property used for
insect sales production.

HF236—Dawkins (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Public Employees Retirement Associa-
tion service credit purchase authorized
for a certain person.

HF237—Skoglund (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Automobile insurance identification
card standards adopted by the commis-
sioner of public safety.

HF238—Stanek (R)

Jobs &EconomicDevelopment Policy
Peace officer posttraumatic stress syn-
drome considered an occupational dis-
ease for the purpose of workers’
compensation.

HF239—Rukavina (DFL)
Crime Prevention
Legal drinking age lowered to 18.

HF240—Smith (R)

Crime Prevention

DWI; sheriffs authorized contingent
fund expenditures for DWI-related
violation investigations.

Bill introductions continued
on page 23



Coming Up Next Week . . . Jan.25- 29,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(651) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Jan. 25

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: Campaign Finance and Public
Disclosure Board overview, Jeanne Olson,
executive director; Minnesota State Lottery
overview, George Anderson, executive director.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: juvenile out-of-home placement
discussion.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Department of Commerce and
Department of Labor and Industry 1998
performance report reviews.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Department of Transportation
overview: Ed Cohoon, deputy commissioner;
Julie Skallman, division director, State Aid for
Local Transportation; Deb Levina, director,
Regulatoryand Policy Analysis; Al Schenkelberg,
director, Office of Investment Management.

9:30 a.m.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

Harvest Prep School / Seed Academy

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: tour 1300 Olson Memorial Highway,
Minneapolis, MN; hearing and testimony on
challenges faced by charter schools, Tim Strom,
House Research; Bill Allen, Department of
Children, Families and Learning; and Bob
DeBoar, New Visions Charter School.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: administrative law judge overview:
Judge Duane Harves, Dakota County; Ken
Nickolai, State of Minnesota Chief
Administrative Law Judge; Laura Kadwell, Child
Support Enforcement Division director,
Department of Human Services.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources
fisheries stocking program overview.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: presentation by Frank Cerra, Academic
Health Center.

12:30 p.m.

FAMILY &

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE
5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: family service collaboratives testimony:
Joyce Krupey, supervisor, Community & Systems
Collaboration, Department of Children, Families
and Learning (DCFL); Barbara Yates, assistant
commissioner, DCFL; John Puglesa, Beltrami
County Collaborative; Chris Oldakowki,
PACT 4 Families; Richard Cronk, South
Hennepin Familink; Jeannie Peterson, Pope
County Family Services Collaborative.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: overview presentations by Metropolitan
Council and Association of Metropolitan
Municipalities.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: member and staff introductions;
committee rules and procedures; matters
concerning telecommunications, energy, public
utilities, and deregulation issues presentations,
House Research, and Public Utilities
Commission.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
3:30 p.m.
WAYS AND MEANS

5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop

Agenda:Dbill(s) referred from Capital Investment.

TUESDAY, Jan. 26

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: testimony by the Department of Health
on nursing home restraints continued.

HF40 (Bradley) Nursing facility residents allowed
to request the use of restraints.

HF60 (Haas) Supplemental private duty nursing
services reimbursement allowed for spouses and
others meeting financial hardship criteria.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: Workforce Investment Act presentation
continued, Department of Economic Security.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Auto Theft Prevention Board’s 1998
annual report; Department of Human Rights
1998 performance report; Department of
Corrections contract income and expenditures
from housing inmates 1998 annual reports.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: Department of Transportation
presentation continued.

HF77 (Stang) Surviving spouses authorized to
continue to purchase special license plates issued
to veterans.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: Department of Administration
performance report presentation.
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10 a.m.

Joint CRIME PREVENTION/

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Minnesota Heals and Minneapolis
CODEFOR overviews.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation standards
advisory panel recommendations implemented,
Profile of Learning requirements modified, state
performance packages eliminated, and advisory
group established.

Public testimony.

Note: public testimony continued at 5 p.m.
meeting.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: to be announced.

TAXES

5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: to be announced.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: testimony by spokespersons for dairy
producers, soybean growers, potato farmers,
farmer cooperatives, ethanol plants, and grain
elevators.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach

Agenda: HF26 (Solberg) Mississippi Education
Center previous grantee changed to the city of
Grand Rapids, and condition imposed.
Department of Administration overview;
presentations on the building process, CAPRA,
and Americans with Disabilities Act.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: industry overviews of issues before the
committee; presentations by the National
Federation of Independent Business-MN,
Independent Community Bankers of Minnesota,
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, Hospitality
Minnesota, and Minnesota Parks and Trails
Council.

5p.m.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation standards
advisory panel recommendations implemented,
Profile of Learning requirements modified, state
performance packages eliminated, and advisory
group established.

Public testimony continued.
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WEDNESDAY, Jan. 27

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: rulemaking overview, Dave Orren,
Department of Health; Jocelyn Olson, attorney
general’s office; Norma Coleman, Pollution
Control Agency.

HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation standardsadvisory
panel recommendations implemented, Profile
of Learning requirements modified, state
performance packages eliminated, and advisory
group established. (Discussion of Sec. 5-
Department of Children, Families and Learning
directed to convene an advisory group.)

HF118 (Erickson) State agency and department
heads to be confirmed by the Senate within one
year of appointment.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: Provider Tax and Health Care Access
Fund discussion.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
1998 performance report review.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Department of Public Safety budget
presentation.

9:30 a.m.
The House meets in session.
10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: child support collection overview, Susan
Gaertner, Ramsey County attorney; Dakota
County Attorney’s Office; Laura Kadwell,
Department of Health and Human Services.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Citizens’ Advisory Committee to
Hunting, Fishing, and Trapping Heritage
presentation; overview by Department of Natural
Resources Wildlife Section.

Joint HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE/
K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Peggy Leppik,

Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: presentation on teacher preparation
and continuing education for new teachers, Joe
Nathan, director, Center for School Change,

University of Minnesota (U of M); Jim Walker,
superintendent, North Branch; U of M School of
Education staff; national board certification and
INTASC, Mike Tillman and Judy Wain,
Department of Children, Families and Learning
(DCFL); review of teacher licensure
requirements, past and present, Lisa Larson,
House Research; improvement contracting and
aligning goals, Zona Sharp-Burke, DCFL;
mentorship, district personnel.

Property Tax Division/
TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt
Agenda: to be announced.

11 a.m.

Working Group

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Gunther

Agenda: discussion and development of results-
based criteria for state funded job training
programs.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE POLICY

Minneapolis Grain Exchange

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda:tour 400 South 4th Street, Minneapolis.

FAMILY &

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE
5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: types of child care overview; basicsliding
fee, licensing, and emerging priorities; testimony
to be announced.

Working Group on the Taxation of
Telecommunications Services/

Legislative Communications Commission
125 State Capitol

Chrs. Rep. Alice Johnson,

Sen. Steve Kelley

Agenda: to be announced.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: overview presentations by Judy Dutcher,
state auditor, and Jim Nobels, legislative auditor.

7 p-m.

FAMILY &

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE
Anoka County Government Center

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: 2100 3rd Ave., Anoka, MN; child care;
testimony to be announced.



THURSDAY, Jan. 28

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: discussion of health care costs.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: Department of Labor and Industry
overview.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: review of Department of Corrections
(DOC) 1998 reports on inmate health care and
school based pilot project; review of DOC use of
Camp Ripley facilities.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: HF7 (Haake) Motor vehicle emissions
inspection program repealed.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: Department of Revenue performance
report review.

10 a.m.

Joint CRIME PREVENTION/

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Department of Corrections overview.

Joint EDUCATION POLICY/

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Harry Mares,

Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: enrollment reports presentations, Kerry
Fine, House Research, and Dr. Robert Boch,
Higher Education Services Office.

HF14 (Fuller) Persons convicted of criminal
sexual conduct considered ineligible to be a
licensed teacher.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: to be announced.

TAXES

5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams
Agenda: to be announced.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: Animal Health Board and Minnesota
Horticultural Society.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: to be announced.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: industry overviews of issues before the
committee; presentations by Minnesota
Association of Realtors and Minnesota
Comprehensive Health Association.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
4 p.m.
Legislative Audit Commission
316 State Capitol
Chr. Sen. Deanna Wiener

Agenda: release and discuss program evaluation
report on animal feedlot regulation.

FRIDAY, Jan. 29

7:45 a.m.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
Minnesota History Center

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: tour 345 Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul.

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Department of Revenue

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: tour (address to be announced).

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: to be announced.

10 a.m.

Joint CRIME PREVENTION/

JUDICIARY FINANCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Rich Stanek,

Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Department of Corrections and
sentencing guidelines overviews.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities overview.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE
200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren
Agenda: member bills.

Where to find
information

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides cop-
ies of bills at no charge, all agendas for
House sessions, and the Journal of the
House.

House Index Department
211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of
the Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computer-
ized index available for public use. House
Index lists bills by committee, topic, au-
thor, file number, and other categories.
The office can also give you the current
status of legislation.

Bill introductions continued from page 20

HF241—Dawkins (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

Integration revenue following students
to charter schools authorized.

HF242—Dawkins (DFL)
K-12 Education Finance
School district compensatory revenue
modified to reflect enrollment changes.

HF243—Dawkins (DFL)

Civil Law

Publicbuilding code violations data clas-
sification provided.

HF244—Erhardt (R)
Capital Investment
Tax reform and reduction account pre-

vious additional revenue allocations
modified.
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298

Speaker of the House: Steve Sviggum
Majority Leader: Tim Pawlenty
Minority Leader: Thomas W. Pugh

Minnesota Tourism

1996 total travelers to and through Minnesota, in millions ..........cccoevevevereneneee. 25.9
ULS. pleasure travelers ........ocovereeeeccuceeccucueieieieieieieieteieieieseesesesaseseseeseeencscacs 20.5
ULS. DUSINESS LrAVELETS ...cuvuvvueniiriieeiirieieieeststeteeststetee ettt sttt sae b sesaens 4.4
INternational traAVEIETS .. .cueueveueririereteeirteteeeststeteesestetereesesseteseestetesesesessssesesensans 1.0

Visitors to Twin Cities area, as percent of total 1996 ViSitors.......cececeeervevereeuenenes 48.5
TO SOULhErN MINMESOTA cuvuveveveuerirrerereriirtereseessesesesesesesseseseessssesesesssssesesesessssesesens 19
To north-central or western MINNESOLa ......c.ceveveveuereerererereruenerirtrienesestesereseseesenens 17
To northeast Minnesota .. 15.5

Percent of 1996 tourists who went hunting, fishing, or hiking ............c.c.c.ccccc.e. 20.4

Those who shopped ...... . 24.2
Those Who gambled ..........cccceeeiiiiiiniiieieineccceeee s 5.7
Total 1997 visitors to Mall of America (state’s top attraction), in millions ....... 42.5
To Mystic Lake Casino, in Millions .........c.cocececeieiirencncninininencncncninenecncceeccncncs 5.2
To Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, in millions .........cccoceeeeeeeirieveneeeuenenenennes 2.8
To Brainerd International RACEWAY ........c.coueveveueueremiieueueiererererenenenenenenenenene 251,000
International flights per week into Minnesota in 1998 ........c.coceeueuereuemeueuccncncncnes 252
Those from Canada ..........ccceuviviiiiiriiiiiiiiiiii e 189
Those from EUIOPE ..c.c.cueueueuiiirieieieiririninecccetieeieieieteieteaeastsesesesesesese e sesesenes 26
Those from Japan and HONg KONg ........c.ccceveceeviiiccecniiiccccieeeeeneenenenenene 14
International visitors to Minnesota in 1996 ..........coceueueueeueueuemerceeucncncncnccncs 989,000
Those from Canada .........ccceuvuviciririiiiiiiiiie e 569,000
Statewide economic impact of tourism in 1996, in billions ........ccccceeeucucercncncne $9.1

Per day, in millions .......c.cccccceeeieieinninnncececciccceeneenenenens

Percent of Minnesota tourist dollars spent on lodging, 1996.........cccccevueurueueueneec. 30
On 00d .....cvviiiiiiiicciiccees et 24
1996 tourism-related jobs in Minnesota ... ... 170,300
Total wages, in DIHONS .....coveiviiiiiiiiiicceccecceeeeeeeeee s $3.7
Total Minnesota tax receipts from tourism wages and tourist
spending in 1996, in billiONS .......c.ccceueuemiieueueiiiiiiieieieieiririeeeeeeee s $1.1

Source: 1998 Minnesota Travel and Tourism Passport, Minnesota Office of Tourism.

For more information

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(651) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch
House committee and floor sessions
onTV.

This document can be made available
in alternative formats.
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Reflections

A century ago, the 31st Legislature convened on Jan. 3, 1899, with 119 members
serving in the House and 63 in the Senate.

Unlike today’s 81st Legislature, Republicans were in the majority in both the House
and the Senate in 1899.

But the governor’s political affiliation at the end of the 19th century was similar to
that of Gov. Jesse Ventura as we head out of the 20th century. The 1899 governor, John
Lind, was the first successful candidate of a fusion of political parties to hold this office.
Lind was nominated in a joint convention in 1898 by the Democratic Silver Republi-
cans and the Populists.

Before his election as governor, Lind, from New Ulm, Minn., served three terms as
a Republican U.S. congressman. After one two-year term as governor, he ran for re-
election in 1900 and lost. Again, in 1902, he won election to Congress — this time as
a Democrat — and later served as an advisor to President Woodrow Wilson.

Some of Lind’s proposals and some 1899 legislative decisions suggest similar actions
as today’s deliberations concerning issues of tax rebates, new methods for educating
young people, ethical practices, and rights of individuals,

Lind suggested shifting more of “the burdens of taxation from the possessions of the
poor to the various forms of wealth,” including imposing franchise taxes on foreign and
domestic corporations. As an ethics principle, Lind strongly recommended abolishing
free railroad passes, and that lobbying “be legislated out of existence.”

Members of that 31st Legislature, including the state’s first African-American
legislator, John Francis Wheaton of Edina, voted in a new civil rights law that more
clearly defined the civil and legal rights of all persons. They also prohibited the docking
and mutilation of horses, and established state boards of forestry and electricity and a
library commission.

The Legislature also increased certain taxes; provided that students who enlisted in
the Spanish-American War be entitled to free tuition at the University of Minnesota;
and increased the age of consent from age 14 to 16 years. The 1899 Legislature, with the
governor’s signature, enacted 380 bills into law, plus four congressional resolutions and
memorials to Congress.

Given theamountit costs to run a state government in 1999, Minnesota residents will
never again pay the same for the far-reaching policies created by its elected officials in
1899. Gov. Lind’s salary was $5,000, while others in the executive branch earned an
average of $2,000. The 182 legislators received mileage ata rate of 15 cents a mile round-
trip to and from the capitol, and $5 a day for the legislative session that took the state
into the 20th century.

—LeClair Grier Lambert
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First Reading

Senior care controversy . . .

Safety of bed rails questioned, patient needs debated

Cilrua kil

Since the Minnesota Department of Health began levying fines on nursing homes for using certain bed restraints, many facilities have removed all bed rails,

prompting concern by some residents’ families for the safety of their relatives.

By Paul Wahl
re bed rails helpful devices that keep
A Minnesota’s frailnursing home residents
safely in their beds or silent killers that
promote inactivity and a lower quality of life?

It depends on who you ask.

But the question has become one of the top
concerns in the realm of health care policy this
session.

The controversy began last spring when the
Minnesota Department of Health began levy-
inglarge fines on nursing homes they believed
were putting residents in “immediate jeop-
ardy” by improperly using restraints, usually
bed rails.

The fines sent a ripple through the nursing
home industry. In many cases, bed rails were
swiftly removed in hopes of avoiding fines, an
actwhich Linda Sutherland, head of the health
department’s Division of Facility and Pro-
vider Compliance, said was “overreaction.”

The sudden disappearance of the bed rails
left some residents, their families, and doctors
perplexed. Many blamed the health depart-
ment for being heavy-handed in its enforce-
ment efforts. The department said initially it
was only following guidelines handed down
by the federal government.

However, Sutherland told the House Health
and Human Services Policy Committee
Jan. 26 that the enforcement effort was based
on a misunderstanding of the federal rules.

After more than $750,000 in fines had been
levied, Sutherland said federal officials offered
clarification.

“We were under the understanding that in
cases of immediate jeopardy, we had to fine,”
Sutherland said. “Later we learned that the
fines weren’t mandatory.”

The department has since gone back and
asked that most of the fines be rescinded, an
idea federal officials have spurned.

By late summer, despite several educational
efforts initiated by the health department, a
firestorm of protests had begun reaching the
ears of legislators. Constituents complained
loudly that the capricious actions of the de-
partment had put their loved ones in harm’s
way, and people wondered about their rights
as consumers.

Sheldon Tollin’s story was similar to those
heard repeatedly by the committee. Tollin’s
wife has been a nursing home resident for the
past nine years. For most of those years she’s
had full bed rails.

He told the committee that she’s 72 years

, o =)

old, blind, confused, and has a convulsive
disorder, yet her bed rails were ordered modi-
fied to half the length of her bed to serve as
“mobility expediters.”

“She’snotambulatory,” Tollin told the com-
mittee. “These people from the health depart-
ment have all their degrees, but they don’t
have a degree in common sense.”

Peg Neumann of Prior Lake told the com-
mittee her elderly mother’s bed rails were
removed July 24, 1998. A week later, she fell
out of bed. Two days later, she fell out of bed
twice in one day.

The next day the nursing home placed a
mattress on the floor alongside her bed to
cushion any future falls, rather than replace
the bed rails as the family requested.

Neumann said she was concerned the mat-
tress may have presented yet another danger —
suffocation. She testified that she placed her
head face-down on the vinyl-covered mattress
and found breathing difficult.

Sutherland and others from the department
say the use of restraints — including bed rails —
is what’s most dangerous, and much of the
impetus for removing them has come from
the federal government.

In 1987, the U.S. Congress passed a law that
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called for reducing the use of restraints. The
federal government said it believed nursing
homes too often were using restraints for their
convenience, to keep residents in check rather
than as therapeutic devices.

In 1992, the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration issued a safety alert to the potential
hazards of restraints after finding that reduced
use of restraints coincided with decreases in
injury. Federal regulators said the risks from
immobilization — including infections, pres-
sure ulcers, chronic constipation, and mental
confusion — were far greater than the risk of
falling out of bed.

They also cited instances in which patients
had been strangled while struggling with re-
straint devices or had suffered more severe
falls attempting to climb over bed rails.

“There is no study finding that restraints,
on balance, benefit nursing home residents,”
Dr. Steven Miles of the University of Minne-
sota Department of Geriatric Medicine told
the committee in a written statement. “Re-
straints harm the mental and physical health
of residents. Restraints are ineffective at pre-
venting falls and may increase injurious falls
in the person most likely to fall.”

The emotional nature and complexity of
the issue has proven to be a formidable chal-
lenge in crafting legislation that will clarify
when bed rails can be used.

Rep. Fran Bradley (R-Rochester) is spon-
soring a bill (HF40) that he says will affirm the
rights of patients and their families when deal-
ing with nursinghomes, doctors, and the health
department.

Hearings on the bill began Jan. 26.

“Whetherit’s fact or perception, many fami-
lies feel powerless today,” Bradley said. “Right
now, there’s a lot of confusion, frustration,
and fear.”

The bill would give nursing facility resi-
dents, family members of residents who are
not competent, and legal representatives the
right to request and consent to the use of
physical restraints.

Italso would assert that use of bed rails must
be prescribed by a physician and that the
prescription must be based on medical symp-
toms, including concern for the physical safety
of a resident.

Sutherland said that some homes were fined,
despite the fact that bed rails were being used
under doctor’s orders, because there was no
compelling medical reason. To complicate
matters further, bed rails are not always con-
sidered a restraint under federal definition.
They may instead be considered assistive or
positioning devices.

Bradley admits that if his bill becomes law,

Bed rails continued on page 14
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Many original furnishings in use, many gone

Most office buildings don’t
have furniture designed
along with their architec-
tural blueprints. But plans
for the Minnesota State
Capitol tella different story.
Cass Gilbert, the architect
who crafted the vision for the Capitol, spe-
cially designed many of the 1,600 pieces of
original furniture placed there in 1905.

Today, slightly more than half of those
pieces are known to still be around the
Capitol complex. Those that are left —
including benches, chairs, signs, and the
ovaltablein the governor’sreception room
— are purposely kept in the Capitol’s pub-
lic spaces and offices.

The House speaker’s chair, for example,
was kept in the House retiring room, just
behind the chamber, for many years. At
one time, the House sold the original desk
chairs to members. But because too many
people were interested in buying the
speaker’s chair, with its swivel base and
ornate carving, the House decided to keep
1t.

During the 1989 restoration of the House
chamber, the chair was repaired and put
back in its original place. Its match sits in
the Senate chamber for use by the presi-
dent of the Senate.

But the fate of other original Capitol
furnishings has not always been so easy to
trace.

In 1989, a report called “Attention To
Detail: 1905 Furniture of the Minnesota State
Capitol” was published by the Capitol His-
toric Site Program, :
part of the Minne-
sota Historical So-
ciety. The docu—
ment is a catalog of
efforts in the mid-
1980s to preserve |a
the original furni-
ture. Itincludes de-
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It's a Fact!

through,” said Carolyn Kompelien, man-
ager of the historic site.

There are two categories of the 1905
furniture: pieces designed by Gilbert and
specially commissioned and standard
pieces ordered from furniture companies
in Cleveland and New York City.

Many pieces were found in Capitol of-
fices or the House and Senate chambers.
But in the end, Capitol furniture turned
up in 15 different buildings, including the
Hastings Veterans Home. One easy chair
was evenlocated on aloading dock waiting
to be discarded.

Sometimes people were hesitant to give
up pieces found in their offices. In fact, the
House speaker once had to write a letter
requesting that a certain piece of furniture
be returned to the Capitol.

“I think the biggest question was, ‘Are
you going to take this away from me?”
Kompelien said.

But most people have been cooperative in
helping to restore the furniture for use in
public parts of the Capitol. With the furni-
ture projectand other restoration efforts, the
grandeur of the building has been able to be
maintained for nearly a century.

“Try to imagine the House and Senate
(chambers) without their desks,”
Kompelien said.

The future of furniture searches and
restoration remains uncertain. Kompelien
said the issue is always included in her
program’s capital budget requests, but its
fate depends on the people in elected of-
fice. Last year, the Legislature appropri-

¥ ated money to
finish the reno-
vations of the
Capitol cafete-
ria, a project
scheduled for
completion in
January 2000.
Former Gov.

sign sketches of

Rudy Perpich

each piece, along Phyliss Miller, right, of Prior Lake, Minn.,and EdGoldof and his wife,

with manufactur-
ers, and then-and-
now quantity lists
for the hundreds of chairs, desks, wardrobes,
and tables that grace the Capitol’s public
spaces and offices.

Working from the original inventory list,
historians and researchers went about looking
for the 1905 pieces. And it was no easy task.

“You just had to do a lot of walking

Rochester, Minn., both students in wood refinishing at
Dakota County Technical College, put their skills to
work on an original Capitol bench.

Lola, took an in-
terest in histori-
cal preservation
efforts during his administration, which
allowed for the furniture project in the
mid-1980s. But there hasn’t been much
funding dedicated to it since then.

“It’s not something you can do without
that support,” Kompelien said.
It’s a Fact continued on page 14
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Highlights

CRIME

Taking a byte out of crime

Serious crime in the city of Minneapolis is
down 16 percent from 1997 — the largest
drop in about two decades. Officials say thata
strategy called CODEFOR is the one of the
main reasons.

City officials reported their findings to a
joint meeting of the House Crime Prevention
and Judiciary Finance committees Jan. 26.

“I'vebeenin policing 32 years, and I've been
in charge of four police departments,” said
Minneapolis Police Chief Robert Olson. “I
have never seen such aremarkable result stem-
ming from a management strategy.”

Officials reported that compared with 1997
numbers, robbery is down 28 percent, auto
theft is down 22 percent, burglary is down 21
percent, and rape is down 13 percent. They
said that the homicide rate stayed relatively
the same with 61 murders in 1998 compared
to 58 in 1997.

CODEFOR, which stands for Computer Op-
timized Deployment — Focus on Results, was
implemented by the department in February
1998. The plan uses computer analysis to de-
ploy police resources based on daily reports of
crime. Officers also meet weekly to refine the
overall strategy.

The management plan also seeks to actively
involve the community in policing, holds pre-
cincts and divisions accountable for results,
and focuses on crime reduction as the overall
police mission.

Officials said that the plan’s focus on effec-
tive results has meant more collaborations
between precincts and community groups,
and has meant a more active response to mis-
demeanor and quality of life crimes by police.

Lucy Gerold of the Minneapolis Police De-
partment said that CODEFOR was modeled
on a program in New York City. She said they
took the best parts of the plan and changed
what they felt wouldn’t work.

For example, New York City saw a 60 per-
cent increase in complaints against officers as
a result of their program, but Minneapolis
actually saw a 40 percent decrease in com-
plaints, she said.

Police officials told the committee that prior
to CODEFOR, they relied on random patrols
and 911 responses as their main anti-crime
strategy.

Improving data on criminals

A consortium made up of corporate, com-
munity, and law enforcement groupsis calling
on legislators to address what they call the
“non-system” of criminal justice information.

Representatives of Minnesota HEALS —
which stands for Minnesota for Hope, Educa-
tion, and Law and Safety — told members of
the House Crime Prevention and Judiciary
Finance committees Jan. 26 that they will be
seeking funds for a criminal justice informa-
tion pilot project in Hennepin County.

The project would strengthen law enforce-
ment efforts, connecting police, courts, and
social service agencies. For example, a new
information system would standardize all ar-
rest information into one system. The same
information on a suspect would be available
in the squad car, the county attorney’s office,
and the courtroom.

If successful, the county project could then
become the model for a statewide criminal
justice information system.

Minnesota HEALS was started by corporate
leaders in 1997 in response to a rise in violent
crime. The organization is working in several
at-risk Twin City neighborhoods to address
crime, housing, employment, and health
issues.

Curt Johnson, former chair of the Metro-
politan Council and Minnesota HEALS
spokesperson, said the current information
system varies from large databases to files in
shoe boxes. He said a more comprehensive
system is necessary to restore confidence in
the system.

“It will restore credibility to the citizen, the
real customer of the system,” he said.

Johnson said the proposal would call for a
long-term commitment from the Legislature
to fund statewide systems, and may require a
serious look at the state’s data privacy laws.

Johnson said he will be back before law-
makers this session with specifics of the plan.

&

Profile program in jeopardy

EDUCATION

The jury is still out on the Profile of
Learning.

The House Education Policy Committee
continued testimony Jan. 26 on a bill that
would amend the controversial Profile of

Learning portion of the state’s Graduation
Standards initiative.

The bill (HF15), sponsored by Rep.
Tony Kielkucki (R-Lester Prairie), aims to
trim Profile of Learning requirements for sat-
isfying the state’s graduation requirements.
The bill would reduce the required learning
areas, eliminate performance packages, and
allow standardized testing in 11th grade.

The committee heard public testimony from
more than 50 parents, teachers, school ad-
ministrators, and students.

In a packed hearing room, witnesses voiced
both support and opposition for the Profile of
Learning, which is still in its beginning phases
of implementation throughout the state.

“You’re being asked to undo 10 years of
work . .. because in the first five months there
has been some alarm,” said Joe Wemette, a
curriculum director for the North St. Paul-
Maplewood School District. “I'm alarmed at
House File 15.”

Others cited cost and time-management
concerns with the Profile of Learning, which
directs teachers to document each student’s
progress as they complete 21 required and
three elective content standards.

Instead of improving education, La Cres-
cent teacher Cheryl Moen said, the Profile of
Learning “has all the earmarks for lowering
educational standards.”

Moen urged the committee to eliminate the
initiative altogether.

“Educators have no ownership in this pro-
gram,” she said.

Many witnesses expressed support for some
part of the Profile of Learning, but asked for
more implementation time and more precise
record-keeping procedures. However, there
was little common ground to be found amid
the bulk of testimony, demonstrating that the
debate is far from a clear-cut solution.

After hearing the many perspectives from
witnesses, Kielkucki said it was hard to say
where his bill was headed. But he did say there
will be some changes to the current bill.

“What we want to have come out (of com-
mittee) is something that’s going to work,”
Kielkucki said.

He said he was especially moved by testi-
mony from Brendon Roediger, a former stu-
dent of the St. Paul Learning Center, a school
for children with chemical dependency
problems.

Roediger and teacher Paul Grehl both
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stressed the importance of the school’simpact
on at-risk children and said the Profile of
Learning would not work with those students,
who often do not follow mainstream lesson
plans.

“If T am forced to implement those stan-
dards, I've got to close my doors,” Grehl said.

Kielkucki said he had not considered what
kind of impact the plan would have on non-
traditional schools like St. Paul Learning Cen-
ter or special education programs.

“You don’t realize that your legislation can
have a negative impact,” he said.

Because of the packed schedule of witnesses,
the committee did not discuss the testimony,
and more testimony is expected from teacher
organizations before the committee takes ac-
tion on the bill.

The House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Policy Committee also con-
sidered a portion of the bill Jan. 27. That
portion calls for an advisory committee to
deal with the problem of students failing to
meet Profile of Learning requirements.

That committee added an amendment to
thebill that would increase the advisory group’s
membership to include more students, par-
ents, and teachers, as well as representatives
from state boards and colleges.

HF15 awaits action in the Education Policy
Committee.

Teacher license changes mulled

Minnesotans aspiring to be educators may
soon be faced with new rules for obtaining a
teacher’s license.

Possiblelicensing changes were discussed at
a joint meeting of the House Higher Educa-
tion Finance and K-12 Education Finance com-
mittees Jan. 27.

The proposed changes stem from 1993,
when the Legislature directed the state Board
of Teaching to adopt new rules for teacher
licensure. The board’s proposal is a set of 48
rules (reduced from the current 128) that
focuson outcomesrelated to the state’s gradu-
ation rule.

Those rules are currently being reviewed by
an administrative law process, and could be
adopted by the board as early as March. If
adopted, they would affect teachers obtaining
licenses on or after Sept. 1, 2001.

Committee members heard from several
groups who currently train or want to train
students in the educational field.

Jim Walker, superintendent of the North
Branch School District, presented an informal
plan for creating a teacher training academy in
his district. The plan would allow for on-the-
job training while students attend a
post-secondary institution.
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Officials from the College of Education and
Human Development at the University of
Minnesota also detailed their post-baccalau-
reate program for teacher licensing. U of M
students must have a bachelor’s degree before
enrolling in the 12- to 18-month program for
teacher training.

JoeNathan, of the Center for School Change
at the U of M, shared results from a survey of
administrators’ views of teacher preparation.
Nathan said that while respondents reported
that new teachers are well prepared in subject
areas, they are notas well prepared to teach the
state’s graduation requirements. To help new
teachers, Nathan suggested longer student
teaching time and a master’s program offered
on-site at K-12 schools that are performing
well.

Federal jobs program examined

EMPLOYMENT

Last year, the U.S. Congress passed legisla-
tion seeking to streamline job training nation-
wide, but some Minnesota groups worry that
the changes may not address the state’s em-
ployment issues.

Officials from the Minnesota Department
of Economic Security reviewed the new
Workforce Investment Act with members of
the House Jobs and Economic Development
Finance Committee Jan. 22.

The new law, signed by President Clinton in
August 1998, does not change funding levels,
but seeks to make current resources more
effective.

Borrowing from Minnesota’s Workforce
Centers, the Workforce Investment Act stresses
the “one-stop” approach, where job services
are housed in one neighborhood office.

The new law also establishes workforce in-
vestment boards made up of representatives
of business, labor, and community organiza-
tions to establish state and local job training
strategies. And the law provides criteria to
assess the individual program’s success based
on employee and employer expectations.

However, Lyle Wray of the Citizens League
said he isn’t sure the changes will necessarily
lead to substantial improvements.

“Is the (Workforce Investment Act) just
rearranging the deck chairs or is it an oppor-
tunity for serious change?” he said.

Wray said that while the new law does a
good job at tailoring job training for the indi-
vidual, the criteria for performance is still
based on unemployment reduction. He said
that performance should be based on provid-
ingbetter skills for higher wage jobs, especially

considering Minnesota’s current labor
shortage.

Kristine Jacobs, of the Jobs Now Coalition,
told the committee that the new federal pro-
gram still uses labor market indicators that do
not give an accurate picture of the economy.

Jacobs referred to a study done by her orga-
nization that examined the federal
government’s poverty guidelines compared
to minimum family budgets in Minnesota.
Accordingto the study, the cost of meeting the
basic needs for a single-parent family with one
child in Minnesota is two times the poverty
guideline.

Child support cases in question

FAMILY

A state Supreme Court ruling will force the
Legislature to change the way most child sup-
port hearings are conducted in Minnesota.

In a ruling released Jan. 28, the court stated
that the administrative hearing process for
child support cases violates the separation of
powers outlined in the state constitution.

Under current law, child support cases in-
volving public authorities are heard through
an administrative law process. Because coun-
ties often enforce child support payments,
these cases account for most child support
cases.

The Legislature created a pilot project in
1987 and moved these cases from the state’s
district courtsin 1995. Supporters argued that
such cases should be moved to provide a more
expedient process and a more informal setting
in which to decide them.

The Office of Administrative Hearings had
about 12,000 child support hearings last year.
Officials said that 93 percent of all child sup-
port orders were issued within 30 days of the
hearing.

But last year, the state Court of Appeals
ruled that the administrative hearing process
violates the separation of powers clause in the
Minnesota Constitution. The court concluded
that such decisions belong in the judicial
branch and not in the executive branch. The
appeals court suspended the effect of their
ruling until the case could be heard by the
Supreme Court. Those arguments were heard
on Dec. 7, 1998.

The Supreme Court affirmed the lower
court’s ruling.

“While evidence of the administrative child
support process’s efficacy is hotly disputed by
the parties, there is no controversy about the
importance of streamlining child support
mechanisms,” the Supreme Court ruling states.
“Nonetheless, the importance of this shared



goal cannot ignore separation of powers con-
straints.”

The Supreme Court stayed the effect of the
ruling until July 1 to give the Legislature time
to modify the system.

Officials of the Office of Administrative
Hearings told members of the House Civil
Law Committee Jan. 25 that lawmakers might
have to redraft rules governing the process
through which certain cases are heard.

Ken Nickolai, chiefadministrative law judge,
told the committee that the Legislature might
have to change the way these cases are handled
by the administrative process or may have to
consider how to place these cases back to the
district courts.

Duane Harves, chiefjudge of the 1stJudicial
District, said that he favors keeping the pro-
cess as it is. He said that expedient child sup-
port hearings are an important factor in
keeping people off of welfare.

“As we know, if we get these people child
support, and get it to them early, we can keep
these people off public benefits,” he said.

Harves said that with an already increasing
caseload, judges in his district didn’t want the
added responsibility of hearing the cases.

But Gary Meyer, chief judge of the 10th
Judicial District, said child support cases be-
longin the courts and that the transition could
be made back to an efficient judicial process.

“I believe that child support cases belong
backin thejudicial branch,” hesaid. “You give
itback to us,and we would handle it—aslong
as you give us the resources to do it.”

No pay, no play

If you don’t pay your child support,
you may lose your right to hunt and fish in
Minnesota.

Officials from the Minnesota Department
of Human Services gave a presentation on the
state’s child support collection efforts before
the House Civil Law Committee Jan. 28.

LauraKadwell, director of the department’s
Child Support Enforcement Division, said she
will be bringing forward legislation that would
give the state the power to revoke recreational
licenses for individuals who don’t pay.

She said the 1996 federal welfare law re-
quires all states to enact such penalties and
that the state could lose up to $13 million in
federal funding if it doesn’t pass the law.
Minnesota is one of two states that has yet to
comply.

Ramsey County Attorney Susan Gaertner
also testified about her agency’s efforts to col-
lect support payments. She said that her office
views itself as a collection agency, not a social
service organization.

“The end result of treating this like a busi-
ness is that the children in my community are
being cared for,” she said.

Gaertner said she supports the proposal to
make recreational licenses revocable. She said
that it would give her agency another tool to
make sure payments are made.

“If someone cannot provide for their
responsibilities in their community, do we
really want to protect their right to hunt and
fish?” she asked.

[elele] GAMBLING

Slots for horse track

Don’t think of a proposal to allow casino
gaming at Canterbury Park as an expansion of
gaming in Minnesota. Think of it as a way to
help yet another ailing sector of the state’s
agricultural economy.

That was the apparent message from
Richard Woodruff, past vice president of the
Minnesota Thoroughbred Association, to the
House Agriculture and Rural Development

Non-smoking guns

Dan Johnson, front, executive director of Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota, and William R.
Gold, the insurance company’s chief medical
officer, testify about current smoking
cessation, prevention, and research efforts.
The two appeared before the House Health
and Human Services Finance Committee
Jan. 22.

Finance Committee Jan. 21.

Woodruff said plans to use proceeds from
gaming to enhance thoroughbred racing purses
could spur a resurgence in Minnesota breed-
ing farms, whose numbers have dropped from
400 to under 50 in the past 15 years.

Woodruff said Canterbury shortened the
number of racing days to increase purse size,
but it’s still not enough.

Burt Dahlberg of Lakeville, who operates a
thoroughbred farm, said not only have farms
disappeared but many of the remaining ones
have moved portions of their operations to
other states. That means money that would
normally be spent in Minnesota is spent else-
where.

“Purse drives the business,” Dahl explained
to the committee. “Bigger purses mean better
mares and better stallions and more farms,
and that snowballs into more commerce. We
think it can be a good industry once again.”

Both Woodruff and Dahlberg testified that
a similar plan to link gaming and horseracing
in Iowa has worked well.

They produced a chart that showed sub-
stantially higher purses in Iowa as a result of
gaming revenue being added.

Their testimony was part of a plan by com-
mittee chair Rep. Bob Ness (R-Dassel) to hear
from as many areas of agriculture interests in
the state as possible. Also testifying Jan. 21
were representatives of the Minnesota Barley
Growers Association, Minnesota Association
of Wheat Growers, Minnesota Turkey Pro-
ducers, Minnesota Sugar Beet Growers, and
Minnesota Cattlemen’s Association.

GOVERNMENT

From lawmaker to lobbyist

Former legislators would be prevented from
lobbying at the Capitol for one year after
leaving office, under a bill approved by the
House Governmental Operations and Veter-
ans Affairs Policy Committee Jan. 22.

House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon),
the bill’s sponsor, said his goal is to avoid any
appearance of impropriety.

“This is not meant to be a cure-all for every-
thing, but I think it is a step in the right
direction to solve, if not a problem, a percep-
tion ofa problem that thereis arevolving door
wherelegislators are cashing in on their friend-
ships by immediately taking a job as a lobbyist
for a special interest group,” he said.

Sviggum said lobbyists play an important
role in the legislative process and that his bill
is not meant as a critical statement on the
lobbying profession.
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But, he added, legislators have a special
bond, and they develop friendships while
working together. Those friendships with
former colleagues could give former legisla-
tors an unfair advantage over other lobbyists.

But Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson) said in
his experience, former legislators have not
taken advantage of friendships when they’ve
become lobbyists. He said a better approach
would be to try to educate the public to correct
this misconception.

“This seems to be a solution in search of a
problem. If we do this it suggests to the public
that something is wrong, and that isn’t true,”
he said.

Dave Schultz, president of the government
watchdog group Common Cause, testified in
favor of the bill. He said the measure would be
similar to a business owner or employee sign-
ingacovenantnotto compete. And he said the
bill would also take away the incentive for
exchanging favors, such as a legislator agree-
ing to support a cause in exchange for a job
after leaving office.

Lobbyist Wy Spano testified against the bill,
saying Minnesota already has better regula-
tions on lobbying than any other state.

Similar legislation has been introduced and
voted down in recent years, but Sviggum said
that was partly because so many amendments
were added to earlier bills. He encouraged
committee members to pass the bill without
amendments and said that separate legislation
could address the other concerns.

Several committee members asked whether
thebill should apply to legislative staff, judges,
or commissioners of state departments or
agencies, but Sviggum said his goal is to keep
it specific to former legislators.

The bill (HF9) goes to the House floor.

Time limit on confirmations

A bill that would give the Senate a deadline
for confirming the appointments of state
agency commissioners was approved Jan. 27
by the House Governmental Operations and
Veterans Affairs Policy Committee.

Under the bill, sponsored by Rep. Sondra
Erickson (R-Princeton), the Senate would have
to confirm the appointment of a commis-
sioner within one year of the governor making
the appointment.

A new commissioner would have to be ap-
pointed if the Senate fails to confirm the ap-
pointment within the given time.

The bill also states that no person would be
allowed to serve as temporary or acting com-
missioner for more than one year in a con-
secutive term.

The bill (HF118) goes to the House floor.
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Going with the grain

Members of the House Agriculture Policy Committee take a look at a lively trading pit during a
Jan. 27 tour of the Minneapolis Grain Exchange.

Wz} LIGHER EDUCATION

Back pains and health gains

“Sit and be fit” was the lesson legislators
learned during a meeting of the House Higher
Education Finance Committee Jan. 25.

Rachel Bakken, a second-year student in
physical therapy at the University of Minne-
sota, taught committee members how to stay
relaxed while sitting in committee meetings
and floor sessions all day long.

“I'm here because you guys sitall day long,”
said Bakken, who was on hand as part of an
overview of the university’s Academic Health
Center.

Bakken demonstrated neck rolls, stretches,
and muscle toning exercises designed to re-
lieve the stress that long hours of sitting can
put on body muscles and posture.

Rep. Steve Dehler (R-St. Joseph) was im-
pressed enough to ask that the exercises be
included in every meeting. Rep. Peggy Leppik
(R-Golden Valley), committee chair, declared
that exercises would be allowed halfway
through meetings, at 11 a.m.

Dr. Frank Cerra, senior vice president for
health sciences at the University of Minne-
sota, introduced lawmakers to the Academic
Health Center’s programs and faculty.

The center houses the university’s medical
school and six other departments including
public health, nursing, and veterinary medi-
cine. Operating on a $544 million budget, the
center receives about 16 percent of its funding
from the state. Nearly two-thirds of the state’s

health professionals are educated through the
U of M system.

Ofthe U of M’s expected $1.28 billion bien-
nialbudgetrequest thisyear, $37 million would
go toward health professional education.

About 5,000 students and residents and
1,300 faculty members make up the Academic
Health Center. Sixty-two degree programs are
offered in 32 medical disciplines. Medical
school students and faculty work in Fairview
University Medical Center, a hospital that is
the product of a merger two years ago of the
old university hospital and Fairview Health
Systems.

In addition to the cadre of deans and ad-
ministrators Cerra brought with him, a bald
eagle and a falcon came along to advertise the
school’s Raptor Center.

The university will return to the Legislature to
make its formal budget request following Gov.
Jesse Ventura’s budget recommendations.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Residency rules face repeal

Minneapolis and St. Paul would not be able
to continue to require city employees to live
within their cities, under a bill passed by the
House Jan. 25.

Thebill (HF133) would repeal existing laws
that allows those cities to make residency a
condition for employment.

Proponents of the bill, sponsored by Rep.
Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove), argued that



residency requirements make it more difficult
for those cities to hire and retain qualified
employees.

Stanek, who works as a Minneapolis police
officer, said residency requirements also vio-
late people’s basic right to choose where they
live.

The Legislature passed measures allowing
residency requirements for Minneapolis in
1993 and for St. Paul in 1994. People hired
since the requirements took effect have been
required to live in the city (after a grace period
to allow time to find housing).

The requirements do not apply to people
already working for the cities when the resi-
dency requirements were approved.

Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) called
Stanek’s bill a “deal breaker” and urged mem-
bers to vote against it.

“The deal was, if you get hired for this job—
and these are good jobs — all you have to do
is live there,” Skoglund said. “It’s not some-
thing anybody sprung on them.”

Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls) also spoke
against thebill, saying his constituents strongly
supportresidency requirements, especially for
police officers. Some areas in larger cities have
more poverty and crime than do suburbs, he
said, and police officers who live outside Min-
neapolis are less sympathetic to victims of
crimes than officers who live in the city.

Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) asked
Stanek, who is exempt from the residency
requirements because of the grandfather
clause, if he would lead efforts to ensure the
police will have empathy for city residents
should the requirements be lifted. Stanek said
he has worked hard to do that and will con-
tinue to do so.

St. Paul has had fewer complaints about its
employment policies, said Rep. Steve Trimble
(DFL-St. Paul), who proposed an amendment
that would have preserved St. Paul’s right to
set residency requirements. The amendment
failed.

The bill, which passed on a 94-37 vote,
moves to the Senate.

Where to find

information

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides copies
of bills at no charge, all agendas for House
sessions, and the Journal of the House.

MILITARY

Special plates for spouses

Surviving spouses of war veterans would be
able to purchase special license plates, under a
bill approved by the House Transportation
Policy Committee Jan. 26.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Doug Stang
(R-Cold Spring), would extend the privilege
of purchasing veterans’ plates to surviving
spouses of all veterans from both world wars
and the wars in Korea, Vietnam, and the Per-
sian Gulf. Spouses of Congressional Medal of
Honor recipients, Pear] Harbor survivors, and
combat-wounded veterans would benefit from
the bill, too.

Under current law, only spouses of ex-pris-
oners of war can continue to purchase the
special plates after their spouses die. Stang
said a few of his constituents contacted him
requesting the bill. They want to continue
recognizing their spouses’ veteran status.

“There was an inconsistency,” Stang said.
“We just took up the provisions that were not
included and added them.”

There is an additional $10 fee for veterans’
plates, butex-POWsand Congressional Medal
of Honor recipients do not pay the fee. The
veterans’ plates have to be renewed each year
and replaced every seven years like regular
state-issued plates.

An amendment allowing those waiting for
the special plates in the mail to display a 21-

day permit in their rear car windows was
added to the proposal during the committee
hearing. Currently, people who apply for vet-
eran plates must affix regular plates to their
cars, then remove them again when the veter-
ans’ plates arrive.

Jack Wildes, of the public safety
department’s Driver and Vehicle Services Di-
vision, said the amendment was merely a
housekeeping issue. Wildes said the measure
would save the state $2.50 for each set of plates
and would save consumers the time of switch-
ing license plates several times.

The bill (HF77) moves to the House floor.

TAXES

Setback for bonding plan

A portion of Gov. Jesse Ventura’s sales tax
rebate plan — flying solo — was rejected by
the House Jan. 28 on a 66-67 vote.

The bill (HF209) would repeal a provision
in the 1998 tax law requiring that $400 million
of the projected budget surplus be used to pay
for projects in last year’s capital projects law.

The cash-to-bonding proposal is an essen-
tial element in the governor’s $1.1 billion re-
bate plan, which would provide a rebate based
on projected sales tax payments. Also, under
his plan, the governor would use the first $400
million payment of the tobacco settlement to
create a medical research fund.

Bill sponsor Rep. Dave Bishop

Home-school hunt

home schooling Jan. 26.

Karen Stiehl and her two daughters, fourth-grader Samantha, left, and third-grader Lauren, all
of Cannon Falls, Minn., prepare to go on a hunt to learn more about the art and architecture of
the Capitol. Stiehl, who home-schools her daughters, broughtthem to a Capitol rally celebrating
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(R-Rochester), who is also sponsoring the
governor’s full tax rebate plan (HF199), said
that approving the first part of the governor’s
proposal would represent a step toward coop-
eration.

“This is the first important piece of genuine
collaboration in the three-party government,”
Bishop said.

But the bill didn’t come close to getting the
81 votes required by the constitution to ap-
prove a bonding bill.

Some DFLerssaid that while they supported
the governor’s sales tax proposal and the cash-
to-bonding provision, they couldn’t support
the cash-to-bonding plan by itself.

Minority Leader Tom Pugh (DFL-
South St. Paul) said that his caucus could not
support the plan without knowing where the
funds would go.

“We don’t know how it is to be dispersed,”
Pugh said.

Last year’s $999 million capital projects law
authorized the state to issue bonds and pay
cash for a myriad of capital improvements
statewide. Under thelaw, the state was tobond
for approximately half of the projects and pay
cash for the other half.

A provision in last year’s tax law directed
the Department of Finance to replace
$400 million of the bonded sum with a $400
million cash payment if a sufficient budget
surplus was projected for the remainder of the
1998-1999 biennium. That makes the bond-
ing package 90 percent cash.

In November 1998, the Department of
Finance announced a $1.56 billion projected
surplus. Ofthatamount, $400 millionis sched-
uled to pay for the capital projects.

Rep. Irv Anderson (DFL-Int’l Falls) said he
would offer a motion to reconsider the cash-
to-bonding proposal when a tax rebate bill is

debated.

Millions in unclaimed rebates

While legislators are focused on the state
budget surplus and proposals for rebates, the
House Governmental Operation and Veter-
ans Affairs Policy Committee discussed the
status of rebates that were payable in 1998.

Of the property owners and renters who
were eligible for those rebates, only 70 percent
have filed, said Bev Driscoll, assistant com-
missioner of the Minnesota Department of
Revenue.

Some of the people who did not file for
rebates may have been confused about the
difference between a tax rebate and a tax re-
fund, Driscoll said.
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The rebate was newlast year, so some people
may not have understood that it was in addi-
tion to the refund. Others may have chosen
not to file if the rebate was too small, she said.

Arevenue department report states that the
average rebate in 1998 was $265 and the re-
bates were given to 1.2 million homeowners
and 415,000 renters.

One of the department’s highest priorities
is to completely re-engineer its computer sys-
tem. The computer system consists of about
300 different applications in many different
programming languages, Driscoll said.

The department has requested $8 million
for that purpose. Some parts of the system
have been used for 30 years and are long
outdated, she said.

The department processes returns for
3 million taxpayers and collects and distrib-
utes millions of dollars in taxes, so a system
failure would be disastrous, she said.

Driscoll said the department made adjust-
ments in 72,000 returns in processing last
year’s tax returns. Those adjustments led to
$10 million that was returned immediately,
because people made errors and paid too much.
The department also took in $20 million in
additional taxes collected due to errors that
caused taxpayers to pay too little. The adjust-
ments netted $10 million in additional
revenue.

When Bev Driscoll, assistant commis-
sioner of the Department of Revenue, pre-
sented her agency’sannual report to the House
Taxes Committee Jan. 28, she mentioned her
department’s move to a new building as a
major accomplishment of the past year.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), chair
of the committee, asked why there is no iden-
tifying sign in front of the new building. “They
could be making widgets or playing basketball
in there,” Abrams said of the new Capitol
complex building.

Driscoll said she would welcome his efforts
to determine why there is no sign on the
building, and Abrams wondered whether a
letter or a bill would be most appropriate.

“Money for a sign for the Department of
Revenue . . . try getting that out of Krinkie,”
joked Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia),
referring to Rep. Phil Krinkie (R-Shoreview),
chair of the House State Government Finance
Committee, who has a reputation for
frugality.

Eagle eyed

P

Luke, a bald eagle rescued by the University of Minnesota Raptor Center, focuses all his
attention on the center’s educational staffer Nell Henry during a meeting of the House Higher
Education Finance Committee. The pair appeared Jan. 25 with other representatives of the
U of M’s Academic Health Center to give an overview of the school’s programs.
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Campaign Finance & Public Disclosure Board . . .

Board monitors the interaction of lawmakers, lobbyists

By Paul Wahl
here are about 1,400 lobbyists roaming
Tthe halls of the Capitol. And each year,
millions of dollars are spent in an effort to
sway lawmakers.

The task of monitoring those activities falls
to the Campaign Finance and Public Disclo-
sure Board.

Jeanne Olson has headed the agency —
formerly the Ethical Practices Board — since
1995. And the board itself has been around
since 1975, when there were just 750 regis-
tered lobbyists in the state, and their com-
bined spending was just one-tenth of what it is
today.

The word “lobbyist” was coined in 1863,
shortly after the committee system began de-
veloping in the U.S. Congress. The term re-
ferred to those who waited in the lobby to
buttonhole elected officials to convince them
to favor one side or another.

In some respects Minnesota makes the life
of a lobbyist an easy one, but state law also
complicates their efforts.

The Minnesota Ethics Commission was cre-
ated in 1974, an outgrowth of a public percep-
tion for the need for government watchdogs
in the wake of Watergate, Olson said.

“Theidea here has always been to make it as
simple as possible for lobbyists to fulfill state
requirements,” she said. “Registration is free.
It’s permanent until they terminate. The whole
statute is based on simply disclose. Just dis-
close. If you put a charge in there, it’s a disin-
centive to register and disclose.”

By statute, lobbyists who spend more than
$250 per year on their efforts must register.
Lobbyists here must be particularly careful
how they conduct business.

In 1994, the Legislature adopted one of the
strictest gift bans in the country.

“It’s simple, too, and it says lobbyists can’t
give gifts to public officials— a zero tolerance,
no cup of coffee rule.” Olson said.

The ban extends to state employees and can
be difficult to deal with at times, she added.

“We all have friends in the lobbying com-
munity and we may go out with them after
work,” Olson said. “You have to be careful not
only that you’re paying your own way, but
that perception of what’s going on isn’t a
problem.”

She said many people who see a lobbyist
with a Legislator don’t stop to think the Legis-
lator is paying his own way.

Olson said officials in other states often ask
about the strict gift ban. They don’t under-
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The more than 1,400 registered lobbyists who work the halls of state government are governed by the
state’s Campaign Finance & Public Disclosure Board.

stand the bill got passed without referendum
or initiative in place.

“I tell them (lawmakers) did it to them-
selves,” Olson said.

Minnesota’s Ethics in Government Act,
under which the board, Olson, and her eight
full-time employees operate, is hailed as one
of the best in the country. It contains a strong
public subsidy program, which is put to use by
99 percent of those who are eligible. Under the
subsidy, legislative candidates and those run-
ning for constitutional offices may receive and
spend money from the state’s check-off pro-
gram. $2.4 million was handed out in Decem-
ber 1998 for the most recent election cycle.

“We’ve made it very user-friendly and,
frankly, added some disincentives not to sign

Crowding the Capitol

Lobbying in Minnesota 1975 to 1997

the public subsidy agreement,” Olson said.

The Campaign Finance and Public Disclo-
sure Board itself consists of six members who
meet monthly. They serve at the pleasure of
the governor.

The board’s charge goes far beyond track-
inglobbyingactivities. Officially, its mission is
“to promote public confidence in state gov-
ernment decision-making through the devel-
opment and administration of disclosure,
public financing, and enforcement programs
that will ensure public access to information
filed by the board.”

Besides tracking lobbyists and handing out
publicsubsidy money to candidates, the board
administrates campaign finance disclosure
policies, conflict of interest disclosure stat-
utes, and a variety of related
programs.

A large function of the office is
clarifying the Ethics in Govern-

No. of :\lec;:tferEd ment Act and providing advisory
registered lobbying Money spent  opinions to those who ask.
Year lobbyists associations on lobbying One recent query was whether a
1975 750 300 $285,575 lobbyist could allow a state official
1980 689 700 $512,343 to use his firm’s licensed box seat-
— e — o ing at an athletic event if the offi-
cial pays for the ticket.
1990 1,237 1,102 $2,149,877 The answer: No.
1995 1,324 1,262 $5,475,787 Theboard’s attorneys ruled that
1997 1,380 1,361 $6,342,426 the box seat would be considered a

Source: Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board

gift “unless the equivalent right is

Note: Prior to 1987, data presented by calendar year. Figures from later years

presented by fiscal year.

Board continued on page 16



Speakers Pro Tem .

Abrams, Boudreau ready to stand in for the speaker

By Jon Fure
aintaining order during House sessionsis
Mthe job of House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon) and — when he needs to be
absent from the chamber — two speakers pro
tempore.

And while they may make the job look easy,
following and applying the detailed ins and
outs of parliamentary procedure ensure that
there’s rarely a dull moment for the person
behind the speaker’s desk.

Debate on the House floor can sometimes
look like chaos, so the gavel-holder needs to
makes sure the rules of procedure are
followed.

The basic principle of debate on the House
floor is that the majority rules, and the minor-
ity gets a fair opportunity to express their
views, said Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka).
He and Rep. Lynda Boudreau (R-Faribault)
are the two speakers pro tem for the 1999
session.

The two have somewhat different back-
grounds. Abrams is an attorney and is in his
sixth term, and Boudreau is a public health
aidein her third term. But they both agree that
they hope their colleagues on both sides of the
aisle will feel they are treated fairly during
House floor debates.

House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty (R-
Eagan) describes Abrams, who chairs the
House Taxes Committee, as one of the most
experienced and brightest members of the
Republican caucus and a “true parliamentar-
ian.”

Boudreau is vice chair of the House Health
& Human Services Policy Committee, and

»
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Reps. Lynda Boudreau and Ron Abrams, who will serve as speakers pro tem this session, must be ready

to take the gavel when the speaker needs a break.

parliamentary procedures that many describe
as a cure for insomnia. She said she was “very
honored and alittle surprised” when Sviggum
chose her as one of the speakers pro tem.

“Our leadership is very good at encourag-
ing people to expand their skills and try new
things,” she said. “You learn something new
every year and every day. There’s so much to
learn it’s amazing.”

Abrams said part of learning the intricacies
of parliamentary procedure comes from ex-
perience — hearing the procedures and
arguments repeated year after year.

“Our leadership is very good at encouraging
people to expand their skills and try new
things. You learn something new every year
and every day. There’s so much to learn it’s
amazing.”

—Rep. Linda Boudreau

Pawlenty said she isa “rising star in the caucus
who has demonstrated a great grasp of
parliamentary procedures.”

Studying the rules of procedure has been a
new challenge, said Boudreau. She has spent
many hours preparing for her role as speaker
pro tem by studying the Minnesota Constitu-
tion and Mason’s Manual, an exhaustive list of

“The rules of the House take precedence
over Mason’s Manual, so you’re plowing over
well-plowed fields,” he said. “You know the
arguments you’re going to make, and you
know the arguments the other side is going to
make. The question is how do you apply those
arguments to a given situation, and that’s the
art of being a presiding officer.

“Sometimes we can get bogged down with
parliamentary minutia, rather than the public
policy that is being discussed. One of the
strengths I will bring is to cut through some of
those maneuvers and get back to the policy
issue.”

Abrams said Boudreau has had fewer years
of experience than most speakers pro tem in
recent years but that she has already demon-
strated her ability to resolve procedural ques-
tions during House floor debates.

Even at this early point in the session,
Boudreau has found herself in the middle of a
couple sticky parliamentary issues on the
House floor.

“I think she handled those situations with
intelligence and grace,” Abrams said.

What Boudreau did, and what Abrams said
both speakers pro tem will need to do consis-
tently, is to consider the advice of Chief Clerk
Ed Burdick, the House’s longtime source of
nonpartisan information on procedural
matters.

“Ed is an absolute rock who gives advice
that you ignore at your own peril,” Abrams
said. “He always says you ought to slow down,
and that way you have fewer errors.”
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New Members . ..

Hackbarth returns to familiar environment, issues

By Sarah Hallonquist

Before running for office a fourth time,
Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar) made a few
deals with his wife, Mary.

“MywifeandIThadsome
real heart-to-heart dis-
cussions,” he said.

Worried that cam-
paigning would take time
away from his family (as
it had in the past),
Hackbarth dedicated cer-
tain days of the week for
his family of five to spend
together. In between door-knocking during
the day and selling auto parts four nights a
week, Hackbarth was able to squeeze in some
hours of normalcy with his wife and children.

“Campaigning is the hardest part of being
an elected official,” he said.

But it seems to have paid off for Hackbarth,
who won back the District 50A seat he had lost
in 1996 to DFLer Kathleen Sekhon. It was the
third switch for the two legislators — Sekhon
held the seat in 1993-94 before Hackbarth
won his first term in 1994, only to relinquish
the post to Sekhon in a tight 1996 election.

“My district is becoming more and more
conservative all the time,” Hackbarth said,
pointing out that young families with children
arerapidly movinginto thearea. And he main-
tains that his attention to outdoors issues hits
home with his constituents.

Duringhis previous term, Hackbarth’s most
notable legislation was the “turkey stamp”

-

Rep. Tom Hackbarth

law. Prompted by calls from concerned hunt-
ers who saw the state’s turkey population de-
clining, the law set up a tax on turkey hunting
licenses. Hunters now pay an extra $5 for
hunting wild turkeys. Ninety percent of that
revenue goes to researching and preserving
the habitat of wild turkeys.

Because he is also a hunter, Hackbarth said
he was hesitant at first to tack on an additional
fee for the turkey stamp. But other hunters’
support for the plan reassured him it was the
right thing to do.

He also sponsored legislation that secured
prizes for fishing contest winners. The 1995
law requires contest promoters to prove they
can provide the financial prize packages they
promise.

This session, Hackbarth plans to focus again
on outdoor sports issues. The ban on snow-
mobile studs passed in 1998, upset a lot of
voters in his district, he said. So he introduced
a bill (HF6) that calls for a repeal of some of
those restrictions. That bill passed on the
House floor Jan. 21.

He said he also strongly favors abolishing
automobile emissionstestrequirements this ses-
sion. The issue has come up in past sessions,
including Hackbarth’s first term, and he sup-
ported repealing the requirements then, too.

“Wejustdon’thave this problem like we did
before,” he said. “It’s an unnecessary regula-
tion that we don’t need.”

His other goals this session include staying
in touch with his constituents. He plans to
hold a series of town meetings in his district

called “Eggs and Issues.” During his last term,
he hosted the meetings, which took place at a
local restaurant in the morning.

“Oh, we packed the place,” he said. “They
loved it.”

Hackbarth was born in Minneapolis and
grew up in Brooklyn Park. He graduated from
Anoka High School and attended North
Hennepin Community College while working
in the auto parts business. He originally in-
tended to be a teacher, but then took some
business classes as his interests changed.

After three years of school, Hackbarth went
to work full time in the auto parts business.
Since 1972, he has been selling auto parts at
Brookdale Ford in Brooklyn Center. He has
also owned and operated a grain salvage com-
pany and Modular Homes Midwest, a manu-
factured-home business.

He now lives in Cedar, which is north of
Anoka, on property that was once part of his
grandfather’s farm. In between work, law-
making, hunting, and fishing, Hackbarth still
has enough time to be a volunteer firefighter,
a pursuit that brings a smile to his face at its
mention.

District 50A

1995 population: 37,063
Largest City: Ham Lake
County: Anoka
Location: northern metro
Top concern: “I think (emissions testing) is the big
issue, and | think everyone in my district is behind
eliminating that program.”

— Rep. Tom Hackbarth

Bed rails continued from page 4

Minnesota could lose about $2.5 million in
federal funding through Medicare and Med-
icaid payments, but he said that is “highly
unlikely.”

And some lawmakers said they’d prefer to
see the bill address bed rails specifically, in-
stead of restraints in general.

Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls) said he
would ask the committee to amend the bill to
address bed rails only, noting that they were
the focus of the protest from those who testi-
fied in committee.

Bradley said he used the broader language
because of the ambiguity surrounding the defi-
nition of bed rails.

The committee has taken no action yet on

Bradley’s bill. @&,
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It’s a Fact continued from page 4

About 200 pieces sit in storage because they
have been rendered unusable. Repair and re-
upholstering would be necessary in order for
those pieces to be returned to use in the
Capitol.

OnJan. 26, students in a woodworking class
at Dakota County Technical College began
refurbishing some of the benches around the
Capitol and furniture in the Supreme Court
chamber. As part of the Minnesota Historical
Society’s effort to conserve the state’s histori-
cal sites, about 12 students buffed and pol-
ished out scratches on the well-worn pieces.

And employees of the Capitol Historic Site
still keep tabs on the furniture already in use.

“We continue to work with the people who
use the furniture,” Kompelien said. “It does
need maintenance; it’s really a special collec-

tion.” @&,

Where to find information

House Public Information Office
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

The House Public Information Office is a
nonpartisan office that provides: committee
meeting schedules; legislator information; and
publications, including the Session Weekly news
magazine, educational brochures for all ages,
and member directories. All information is
available at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can be
viewed on the Legislature’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us




New Members. . .

One-time staffer returns to Capitol in new role

By Paul Wahl

For Rep. Dan Larson (DFL-Bloomington),
the first few days of the legislative session
brought back a flood of memories. Earlier in
his career, he spent four
years as a legislative assis-
tant to former state Sen.
Phil Riveness.

Larson knew the lay of
the land, but one impor-
tant piece of the terrain
had changed. During his
tenure with Riveness,
both the House and Sen-
ate were under DFL control. This session,
Larson will be part of a DFL minority in the
House.

“The approachisdifferent,” said the former
Richfield High School star football player and
life-long political activist. “The other party
sets the agenda, and you have a different role
— more of a reactive role.”

Larson said the challenge for him and other
DFLers is to present their own agenda and
have as much impact as possible on the major
issues before the House.

Larson, 33, is quickly adjusting to the differ-
ence between being a staff member and being
an elected official.

“It’s a huge responsibility making decisions
for such a large number of people rather than
just observing the process,” he said. “Now
there comes a time to make decisions.”

Larson sees some advantages to having ex-
perience at the Capitol prior to serving in
office.

“If you’re involved in community, you’re
prepared on many of the issues,” he said.

Rep. Dan Larson

Larson’s first political involvement came as
a high school student, and he continued to be
active as a student both at Normandale Com-
munity College and at the University of Min-
nesota, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
history.

He has spent the past four years working in
government affairs with a Minneapolis law
firm.

He also sat on the Bloomington Traffic and
Transportation Advisory Committee, an ex-
perience that will serve him well as a member
of the House Transportation Finance and
House Transportation Policy committees. This
session he’ll also serve on the House Local
Government and Metropolitan Affairs
Committee.

Much of Larson’s district is within earshot
of Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport,
and he said he’ll be working to assure the state
isinvolved in mitigating the cost of redevelop-
ment in areas impacted by airport expansion.

He’s also concerned about noise at the facil-
ity, although he acknowledges that since flight
paths are determined by the Federal Aviation
Administration, the Legislature has limited
authority in noise control.

He said a long-term solution to the issues
surrounding the airport might require a re-
gional approach — expanding airports in St.
Cloud and Rochester, for instance — to help
lessen theload of daily commercial flights into
the Twin Cities.

Larson also said he plans to work for a fair
tax reduction.

“We also need to reform the property tax
system but we need to do it in a way that
people feel we’re really creating reform,”

Larson said. “Unfortunately, in the past either
they haven’t seen it or it doesn’t realize long-
term reform.”

He supports Gov. Jesse Ventura’s rebate
proposal based on sales tax.

Larson chose to run when former Rep. Mark
Mahon decided not to seek a fourth term in
the House. Larson defeated his Republican
challenger by 357 votes.

Helping guide his campaign as co-chair was
Richfield resident Margaret Severe, who was
Larson’s third-grade teacher and lives five
blocks from where he grew up. Larson said
having your third-grade teacher running your
campaign helps “keep your feet on the ground.”

Larson’s parents also live in the district he
now represents. His father was elected com-
missioner of Minnesota Babe Ruth Baseball
shortly after Larson was elected to the House
in November 1998.

Larson and his wife, Sheila, have two chil-
dren, 4-year-old Joe and 2-year-old Jennifer.

The family enjoys golfand bowling. Larson’s
parentshave owned abowlingalleyin Richfield
for many years. This winter, Larson and his
wife have been teaching their children how to
ice skate.

District 40A

1995 Population: 32,303
Largest city: Bloomington
County: Hennepin
Location: southern metro suburbs
Top concern: “Providing maximum educational
opportunities for our youth must be our highest
priority,and thatwill also help define oureconomy
in the 21st century.”

— Rep. Dan Larson

As long as the Senate doesn’t invite
House members into its retiring room,
the House won’t be asking the Senate
over anytime soon.

When the House adopted its perma-
nent rules for the session Jan. 11, it
changed along-standing tradition. In the
past, senators were allowed in the House
retiring room — the room behind the
chamber — to visit with representatives
during floor sessions.

The retiring room is used by House

Message from the House: No senators allowed

members as a meeting room or place to
rest during floor sessions. Because food is
notallowed on the House floor, members
often take food and drink breaks in the
retiring room.

However, House members have his-
torically not been allowed in the Senate’s
retiring room, according to the Senate
rules.

During the debate on House rules, Rep.
Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul) and Rep.
Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville) offered an

amendment to bar senators from the
House retiring room. Trimble said he
sponsored the amendment because of
fairness.

“I think it is stupid of (the Senate) to
havetherule,” Trimblesaid. “We’veasked
them to changeitbefore, and they haven’t.
Maybe thiswill bring about some change.”

The amendment was adopted on a
95-37 vote.
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Class sizes, school funding key for Woodbury lawmaker

By Grant Martin

Inone of the closest raceslast year, new Rep.

Jim Seifert (R-Woodbury) campaigned right
up through election day.
“I door-knocked almost
| every day — from the
middle of May until
4 0’clockon November 3,”
he said.

Seifert, who won by only
296 votes out of almost
19,000total, said thatwhile
he enjoyed discussing is-
sues with the people in his
district, the campaign was grueling.

“It was an awful lot of hard work,” he said.
“It was easily one of the hardest things I've
ever done.”

When asked why he put himself through
the election, Seifert said he was motivated
mainly by the issue of education.

“I saw my own children sitting in crowded
classrooms,” he said. “I saw my children’s
teachers at Bailey Elementary in Woodbury
overworked and inaccessible at times to chil-
dren due to the many burdens in dealing with
oversized classrooms. And yet, the represen-
tative from our district at that time was taking
credit for lowering class sizes.”

Seifert said that his frustration forced him
to take action.

“Iwasso tired of the disconnect between the
truth of what was going on on a day-to-day
level in people’s lives and the words that were
spoken at the Capitol,” he said. “So I decided
I was going to do something about it.”

Seifert made a speech at his local Republi-
can caucus stating his intentions. After five
ballots at the district caucus, he was nomi-
nated to run against incumbent Rep. Nora
Slawik in a district that has traditionally been
held by the DFL.

Rep. Jim Seifert

Seifert said that his parents are his model for
public service. His father was mayor of New
Ulm, Minn., while runningabusy dental prac-
tice. His mother has also been active with
volunteer causes in the area.

“My mom and dad are real contributors to
the quality of life in New Ulm and the sur-
rounding area with no expectation of being
repaid,” said Seifert. “I thought it was a great
attribute they modeled. By their example, they
communicated how importantitis to do pub-
licservice. That was ahuge motivating factor.”

Seifert lives in Woodbury with his wife and
two children. He currently works as an attor-
ney for the Toro Company.

As he said during his campaign, Seifert is
here to focus on education and taxes.

“One of the mistakes thatlegislators make is
thattheytryto do too much,” hesaid. “They’ve
got all these problems in front of them and
they try to work on every one, which means
they work on none of them. I’'m going to have
a very focused agenda. I'm going to work on
education and tax issues.”

Emphasizing the overcrowding issue in his
district, Seifert said that during the campaign
he was approached by a high school chemistry
teacher with 38 students and only 26 lab spots.

“We’ve got to have a desk and a lab spot for
each student,” Seifert said. “We have to havea
cleanand intact textbook for each student. We
have to have an environment where teachers
don’t feel threatened by any sort of violence
from the students. And it has to be an educa-
tion that prepares kids to compete globally.”

The overcrowding issue must come first, he
said.

“The first step is to lower the class sizes,” said
Seifert. “And then we can do these other things.”

Seifert said that the tax issue also ties into
education. He favors adjusting both the in-
come and property tax rates.

“The public schools need more space and
lower class sizes, and that means that there will
be several operating and bonding referen-
dums that will have to be passed to keep pace
with the needs of the public schools,” he said.
“This will add another burden on the
taxpayer.”

Seifert has written and lectured on alterna-
tive dispute resolution, a method of solving
legal disputes without dragging them through
civil litigation. He feels that his expertise will
help him in the Legislature.

“Alternative dispute resolution is a method
for resolving a very broad spectrum of dis-
putes,” said Seifert. “The essence of it is fact-
based negotiations, and I think the guts of the
legislative process is a negotiation process. I
think the moreit’s weighted toward fact-based
— as opposed to ideology-based — the more
it works for the citizens of the state.”

Seifert said that the message from the elec-
tion last year is that partisan bickering will not
be tolerated.

“Partisanship is okay when it’s fact-based,”
he said. “When it’s purely ideology-based and
you have the two parties hollering at each
other, it’s a cancer on the electoral process. It
dramatically affects the ability of state govern-
ment to do the right thing.”

District 57A

1995 population: 43,221 (District increased by
10,782 since 1990, largest increase in one district.)
Largest city: Woodbury
Counties: Ramsey, Washington
Location: eastern metro suburbs
Top Concern: “Public education in Minnesota will
continue to be something that has to be adjusted
fromyeartoyear, interms of emphasisandinterms
of funding. But, clearly, it's the highest priority for
the voters in my district, and it will be my highest
priority.”

— Rep. Jim Seifert

Board continued from page 12

available for purchase by members of the pub-
lic on the same terms.”

The board also provided a ruling for the
Ventura campaign regarding whether a pur-
chaser of the Ventura action figure or other
officially licensed products would actually
constitute a political donation.

The answer: Yes, if the amount of value is
over $20.

Olson said that in its earlier years, the board
was more reactive than it is today.
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“The Legislature has given us more staffand
money, which enables us to be more proac-
tive,” Olson said. “We do more teaching and
training. We’ve developed software to help
people meet the requirements of the law.”

Olson said it’s much more enjoyable if ev-
eryone does the right thing than if you have to
“go out there and try to get them out of a
problem,” although she admitted the board
does both.

In 1997, the Ethical Practices Board was
renamed to reflect more closely the actual
work performed.

“We never really dealt with anybody’s eth-
ics,” Olson explained. “We got all sorts of calls
about doctors’ ethics and lawyers’ ethics. The
name now is more descriptive. It’s not as sexy,
I suppose, but it clears up some confusion.”

If you will be visiting the Capitol
in the near future, call the
Capitol Historic Site Program
at (651) 296-2881
to schedule a tour.
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Bill Introductions

HF245-HF385

Monday, Jan. 25

HF245—Murphy (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Furnishing alcohol to a person under
age 21 provided increased penalties if,
as a result of intoxication, the person
causes or suffers death or great bodily
harm.

HF246—Kahn (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Criminal sexual conduct involving
consenting adults repealed.

HF247—Entenza (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance
Collaborative urban educator program
grants provided and money
appropriated.

HF248—Hasskamp (DFL)
Commerce

Crooked Lake detached banking
facility authorized.

HF249—Sviggum (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Iron Range Resources and Rehabilita-
tion Board member appointment
provisions modified.

HF250—Abrams (R)
Taxes
MinnesotaCare provider tax repealed.

HF251—Rifenberg (R)

Taxes

Agriculturalloan mortgage registry tax
exemption provided.

HF252—Westfall (R)

Taxes

Sales, use, and motor vehicle sales tax
rates reduced for one year.

HF253—Westfall (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Natural resources board created, and
powers and duties transferred.

HF254—Hasskamp (DFL)

Taxes

Sales, use, motor vehicle sales, and in-
come tax rates reduced; and political
subdivision sales tax exemption
provided.

HF255—Erickson (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Fish and dark house removal from ice
date modified.

HF256—Kahn (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Minneapolis firefighters relief
association provisions modified.

HF257—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
Mississippi Headwaters Board grant
provided and money appropriated.

HF258—Munger (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Western Lake Superior Sanitary Dis-

trict board member compensation
modified.

HF259—Munger (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

Duluth; environmental assessment
study of the former USX cement plant
site provided and money appropriated.

HF260—Kielkucki (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 2687,
Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted, reor-
ganization operating debt levy
calculation date clarified.

HF261—Entenza (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Furnishing alcohol to person under
age 21 provided increased penalties if,
as a result of intoxication, the person
causes or suffers death or great bodily
harm.

HF262—Entenza (DFL)

Crime Prevention

DWI; vehicle forfeiture proceedings
held at the same time asimplied con-
sent hearings requirement eliminated.

HF263—Gerlach (R)

Crime Prevention

Counterfeited intellectual property
manufacturing, distribution, selling, or
possession criminal penaltiesimposed;
and forfeiture provided.

HF264—Stanek (R)

Transportation Policy

1-94 expanded between Hemlock Lane
in Maple Grove and Highway No. 81in
Brooklyn Park.

HF265—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Wagering loss deduction allowed for
the purpose of computing alternative
minimum taxable income.

HF266—Kahn (DFL)

Commerce

Liquor on-sale and off-sale hours
regulated.

HF267—Westerberg (R)

Taxes

Income tax brackets and alternative
minimum tax exemption amount
modified to reduce marriage penalties.

HF268—Ness (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Summer school funding provided and
money appropriated.

HF269—Ness (R)

K-12 Education Finance

General education revenue equity aid
created and money appropriated.

HF270—O0sskopp (R)

Commerce

Minnesota Comprehensive Health In-
surance policies providing number one
or two plan benefits prohibited from
imposing a maximum lifetime benefit
limit.

HF271—Abrams (R)

Taxes

1999 income tax rebate provided and
money appropriated.

HF272—Abrams (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State partisan primary name changed
to state party nominatingelection; date
changed; party support of candidate
required prior to ballot listing; and
procedures, deadlines, and terms
modified.

HF273—Munger (DFL)

Taxes

Biosolids processing equipment sales
and use tax exemption clarified.

HF274—Hasskamp (DFL)

Education Policy

Education grant program applicants
authorized to appeal commissioner of
Children, Families and Learning’s
findings.

HF275—Stang (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Stearns County tax-forfeited land bor-
dering public water sale authorized.

HF276—Leighton (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Mower County tax-forfeited land bor-
dering public water sale authorized.

HF277—)Jaros (DFL)

Taxes

Political subdivision sales and use tax
exemption provided.

HF278—Entenza (DFL)

Crime Prevention

DWI; repeat DWI offenders provided
felony penalties, incarceration in local
correctional facilities required, mini-
mum mandatory penalties provided,
and enhanced gross misdemeanor ref-
erences repealed.

HF279—Westfall (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Veterans preference act modified.

HF280—Schumacher (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Sherburne County tax-forfeited land
bordering public water conveyance
authorized.

HF281—Leppik (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Bicameral administrative rule review
group appointed by the legislative co-
ordinating commission and duties
specified.

HF282—Greiling (DFL)

Education Policy

Gifted and talented education grants
authorized and money appropriated.

HF283—Anderson, B. (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 728,
Elk River, debt service levy rate
provided.

HF284—Winter (DFL)

Agriculture Policy

Farm and small business loan guaran-
tee program created and money
appropriated.
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HF285—Haake (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Ramsey County tax-forfeitedland con-
veyance authorized.

HF286—Cassell (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Douglas County tax-forfeited land bor-
dering public water sale authorized.

HF287—Sviggum (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Unicameral legislature provided with
99 members, and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF288—Rostberg (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Pollution Control Agency Mississippi
River emergency spill response equip-
ment and training provided, and
money appropriated.

HF289—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Sales tax rebate provided, automatic
rebate process established, tobacco
settlement proceeds deposited, capital
project financing converted to general
obligation bonding, capital improve-
ments provided, bonds issued, and
money appropriated.

HF290—Anderson, |. (DFL)
Education Policy

Elementary and secondary school dis-
trict operating funds provided through
state aids.

HF291—Folliard (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Independent School District No. 276,
Minnetonka, teachers retirement as-
sociation prior service credit purchase
authorized.

HF292—Wenzel (DFL)

Taxes

Vacant platted property assessment
provided.

HF293—Daggett (R)

Civil Law

Notary commission recording fees
reduced.

HF294—Broecker (R)
Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs
Extraordinary local disaster expense
aid provided and money appropriated.

HF295—Winter (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Firefighter training and education
board created, training reimbursement
program established, and money ap-
propriated.

Wednesday, Jan. 27

HF296—Opatz (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Disability parking privilege expanded
to include certain pregnant women.

HF297—Carlson (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Expired U.S. passport allowed as sec-
ondary identification for driver’s li-
cense, permit, or identification card
applicants.

HF298—Seifert, M. (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

New disposal capacity for mixed mu-
nicipal solid waste outside the metro-
politan area certificate of need
requirement repealed.

HF299—Knoblach (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School district referendum equaliza-
tion levy replaced by state aid after the
first year of referendum approval.

HF300—Knoblach (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Partial-birth abortions prohibited and
criminal penalties provided.

HF301—Knoblach (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Legislature size fixed after the 2000
census.

HF302—Davids (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Ambulance services authorized to par-
ticipate in shared service purchasing
under the uniform municipal contract-
ing law.

HF303—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Local government unit levy limits ex-
tended through taxes payable in 2001.

HF304—Tunheim (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Shipment and possession of wild ani-
mals taken on the Red Lake Indian
Reservation north of the 49th parallel
authorized, and no state license
required.
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HF305—Tunheim (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

Mar-Kit Landfill Joint Powers Board
grant provided for waste management
and recycling, and money
appropriated.

HF306—Workman (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Hennepin County tax-forfeited land
bordering public water or wetlands
conveyance authorized.

HF307—Solberg (DFL)

Education Policy

High school league administrative re-
gions authorized to contract with
private auditors.

HF308—Seifert, M. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Candidates accepting public campaign
subsidies prohibited from accepting
contributions from lobbyists, political
funds, or political committees other
than party units.

HF309—Haas (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Proposed health insurance coverage
mandates assessed by the health
technology advisory committee.

HF310—Knoblach (R)

Civil Law

Job reference information disclosure
protection provided.

HF311—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Health Care Access Fund abolished,
health maintenance organizations and
nonprofit health service plan corpora-
tions insurance premiums tax repealed,
and health care taxes phased out.

HF312—Hasskamp (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Constitutional standard established
relating to abortion and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF313—McElroy (R)
Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs
Nonvoting members allowed to serve
on the Metropolitan Council, Trans-
portation Advisory Committee mem-
bership expanded, metropolitan
agencies and council merger studied,
local government grants provided, and
money appropriated.

HF314—Entenza (DFL)

Commerce

St. Paul authorized to issue temporary
liquor licenses to Macalester College.

HF315—Tomassoni (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district declining pupil unit aid
created, definition modified, and
money appropriated.

HF316—Rostberg (R)
Transportation Finance

National Weather Service transmitter
purchases funded and money appro-
priated.

HF317—O0sskopp (R)
Education Policy
Profile of Learning abolished.

HF318—Peterson (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Taking of wild animals with a firearm
within 500 feet of an occupied building
on public land without permission
prohibited.

HF319—Wagenius (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Integrated criminal justice informa-
tion system task force established in
Hennepin County and statewide, aid
awarded by the Supreme Court, and
money appropriated.

HF320—Opatz (DFL)

Education Policy

State expectations for schools defined
related to student achievement.

HF321—Lindner (R)

Education Policy

All school-age children authorized to
participate in resident school district
sponsored extracurricular activities.

HF322—Mulder (R)

Commerce

Wind energy conversion system gen-
erated electric energy installed
capacity requirement clarified.

HF323—McElroy (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Senate and House of Representatives
size provided.

HF324—Jennings (DFL)

Taxes

Skiarea machineryand equipmentsales
and use tax exemption provided.

HF325—Paulsen (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Candidates prohibited from accepting
political fund contributions.

HF326—Winter (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 330,
Heron Lake-Okabena, Southwest Star
concept school grant clarified, and
money appropriated.



HF327—Winter (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 330,
Heron Lake-Okabena, grant autho-
rized, and money appropriated.

HF328—Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Trunk highway contract documents
required to express measurements in
the English system only.

HF329—Folliard (DFL)

Commerce

Misleading business name or telephone
number advertisement prohibited.

HF330—Dempsey (R)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Mississippi River Parkway Commis-
sion funding provided and money
appropriated.

HF331—Greiling (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Employee leave extended for birth or
adoption and school-related activities.

HF332—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Rural health clinics and federally quali-
fied health center services cost-based
reimbursement continued.

HF333—Buesgens (R)

Education Policy

Board of educational administration
established and money appropriated.

HF334—Winter (DFL)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

Tracy sewer separation project grant
and loan provided, and money appro-
priated.

HF335—Dempsey (R)

Crime Prevention

DWTI; repeat offender felony penalties
imposed and one criminal history point
required.

HF336—Leppik (R)

Education Policy

State high schoolleague and governing
board provisions modified.

HF337—Kahn (DFL)

Rules &

Legislative Administration
Impeachment; United States Senate
memorialized to take promptactionin
the impeachment case of President
Clinton.

HF338—Larsen, P. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Emergency management grant program
created and rulemaking authorized.

HF339—Hasskamp (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Partial-birth abortions prohibited, and
criminal and civil penalties provided.

HF340—Dempsey (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 200,
Hastings, year-round school/extended
week or day grant provided, and money
appropriated.

HF341—Hasskamp (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Abortion informed consent required
and civil cause of action provided.

HF342—Rostberg (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Board of licensed professional mental
health counseling established, counse-
lor licensing required, penalties
provided, and money appropriated.

HF343—Hilty (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Department of Trade and Economic
Development technology corridor
planning and feasibility review re-
quired, and Pine technical college tech-
nology center federal fundingaccepted.

HF344—Rhodes (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

St. Louis Park Meadowbrook collabo-
rative housing project youth outreach

services funded and money
appropriated.
Thursday, Jan. 28

HF345—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Homeand community-based waivered
services for persons with mental retar-
dation waitinglist eliminated, unspent
resources reallocated, county partner-
ships required, reserve account
authorized, and money appropriated.

HF346—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Freelance court reporter contract ar-
rangements and practices limited, and
services regulated.

HF347—Sviggum (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 2125,
Triton, health and safety revenue
authorized.

HF348—Mullery (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Cases involving felony-level charges
required to be assigned in each judicial
district within three days of defendant’s
initial court appearance.

HF349—Pelowski (DFL)
K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 861,
Winona, Jefferson elementary school
full-day kindergarten program grant
authorized, and money appropriated.

HF350—Tuma (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance

Cannon River valley watershed district
protection provided, trail and joint
powers planning funded, and money
appropriated.

HF351—Bishop (R)

Civil Law

Court taxation of parties in a civil ac-
tion for juror hardship expenses
authorized.

HF352—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Family or group family day care wad-
ing pools exempt from public health
requirements.

HF353—Mulder (R)

Taxes

Military pension subtraction from
individual income taxes created.

HF354—Solberg (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Itasca County authorized to sell tax-
forfeited land bordering public waters.

HF355—Cassell (R)

Taxes

Juneaccelerated sales, liquor, cigarette,
and tobacco tax payments abolished.

HF356—Dempsey (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Human services consumer support
program financial eligibility criteria
modified and maximum federal fund
usage required.

HF357—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Camp Ripley work program scope ex-
panded to include chemically depen-
dent or convicted domestic abuse
offenders.

HF358—Wolf (R)

Commerce

Coin-operated and public pay tele-
phones deregulated, and telecommu-
nication provider anticompetitive
activity administrative penalties
assessed.

HF359—Wolf (R)

Commerce

Public Utilities Commission subcom-
mittees established and commission-
ers designated, petitions deemed
approved unless set aside for affirma-
tive action, investigation and contin-
gency revolving fund created, and
money appropriated.

HF360—Skoe (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Teachers retirement association annu-
ity suspension, membership resump-
tion, and recomputed benefits
authorized.

HF361—Molnau (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Carver County nursing home reim-
bursement operating per diem limit
exemption provided.

HF362—Davids (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Department of Children, Families and
Learning provided an alternative fa-
cilities design grant, and money ap-
propriated.

HF363—Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation Finance

State Patrol vehicle video camera in-
stallation, maintenance, and operation
provided; and money appropriated.

HF364—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health plan enrollee out-of-network
provider services choice required and
reimbursement provided.

HF365—Kelliher (DFL)

Taxes

Books and over-the-counter magazine
sales and use tax exemption provided.

HF366—Kelliher (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Teachers retirement association inter-
est charge repayment required on cer-
tain member contribution shortage
payments.

HF367—Reuter (R)

Transportation Policy

1-35W and [-394 lane restrictions
modified.

HF368—Reuter (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Steele County land conveyances au-
thorized in connection with a state
land transfer.

January 29, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 19



HF369—Pelowski (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Minnesotaland records study provided
and money appropriated.

HF370—Harder (R)

Agriculture Policy

Nonregistered pesticide distribution
permitted for certain uses outside the
state.

HF371—Stang (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Local government historical work con-
tribution limit removed; and public or
private, nonprofit senior citizen center
contributions authorized.

HF372—Bakk (DFL)

Education Policy

Driver education classroom compo-
nent home-school instruction
authorized.

HF373—O0zment (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Goodhue County private sales of
county land authorized.

HF374—Larsen, P. (R)
Transportation Policy

Motor vehicle emissions inspection
program repealed.

HF375—Wenzel (DFL)

Taxes

National guard and active duty mili-
tary pay subtraction from individual
income taxes provided.

HF376—Haas (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Medical practice act; administration
and prescription of anesthetics speci-
fied as the practice of medicine, and
restriction exemptions defined.

HF377—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Abortion notification data reporting
required and civil penalties imposed.

HF378—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Individual income tax long-term care
insurance credit increased.

HF379—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Mortgage registry and deed taxes tech-
nical corrections provided.

HF380—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Tax provisions technical corrections
bill.

HF381—Stanek (R)

Crime Prevention

New police pursuits model policy
adopted by the POST board, munici-
pal and state law enforcement compli-
ance and officer training required, tire
deflator and driving simulator distri-
bution programs provided, and money
appropriated.

HF382—Seifert, J. (R)

Civil Law

Common interest ownership act, cer-
tificates of title, and real property pro-
visions modified.

HF383—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Nursing home employee compensa-
tion enhancement provided and money
appropriated.

HF384—Anderson, B. (R)
Agriculture Policy

State and county fair food handler li-
cense provisions modified.

HF385—Holsten (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
Environment and natural resources
appropriations bill.

At the door ...

Haukoos returns to House with new responsibilities

Many returning House mem-
berswelcomedbackan old friend
at the start of the 1999 session.
Former Rep. Bob Haukoos of
Albert Lea is working at the
Capitol as the official doorman
for the House chamber.

Haukoos served in the House
from 1979 to 1994, and he said
he just couldn’t stay away. And
although his title is House door-
man, many people also consider
him the official greeter.

“The first day was like a
receiving line,” he said. “I was
shaking hands with everyone
who went in. I've seen so many
old friends, wonderful people on both
sides of the aisle.”

Part of his job is answering visitors’
questions, and he said his 16 years as a
lawmaker taught him all he needs to know
about how the legislative process works.
Hesaid thingshaven’t changed much since
he left office, which made the job inter-
view pretty easy.

“When I heard Charlie [Ward] wasn’t
going to come back, I applied, and they

Former Rep. Bob Haukoos has come back to the Capitol to serve as
doorman for the House.

called and said I have the job,” he recalled.
“I still don’t know how much it pays. I
didn’t do it for the pay anyway.”

Ward retired last year after15 years with
the House and 11 years as the doorman.

Haukoos said he has met quite a few
out-of-town visitors who are sightseeing
at the Capitol. Those conversations often
give him a chance to brag about his
workplace.

“They’re always amazed at how beauti-
ful the building is, and I have to agree. I've

been to alot of other state capi-
tols, and I think this is the best
one. I even think it shines com-
pared to the one in Washing-
ton, D.C.,” he said.

Asalawmaker, Haukoos was
known for being responsive to
his constituents and refusing to
accept campaign contributions
from specialinterest groups. He
routinely won landslide victo-
ries before he decided not to
seek re-election at the age of 62
in 1994. He chaired the appro-
priations committee that
funded higher education dur-
ing the two years his party was
in the majority during the 1980s. He is a
current VFW member and a retired U.S.
Navy man and firefighter.

Even though Haukoos gained a lot of
knowledge during his years as a represen-
tative, he said he doesn’t give advice now
that he’s back at the Capitol.

“Ienjoy listening to the debates without
having to push any buttons,” he said.
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Coming Up Next Week . . . Feb.1-5,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(651) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Feb. 1

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: rulemaking overview, Dave Orren,
Department of Health; Jocelyn Olson, attorney
general’s office; and Norma Coleman, Pollution
Control Agency; Minnesota Racing Commission
overview, Dick Krueger, executive director.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: programs for the elderly presentation,
Department of Human Services.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Council of Asian-Pacific Minnesotans,
Council on Black Minnesotans, Indian Affairs
Council and Chicano-Latino Affairs Council
overviews.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: committee procedures; Minnesota
Safety Council presentation, Carol Bufton,
council president;

HF189 (Dempsey) Port development assistance
program funded and money appropriated.
Testimony by Dick Lambert, director, Ports and
Waterways, Department of Transportation;
Kevin Walli, Ports Association; Myron White,
Port of Red Wing; Laurie Lauder, St. Paul Port
Authority.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF56 (Van Dellen) Health care provider
civil action limitation provisions modified.

HF42 (Folliard) Medical malpractice action
statute of limitations modified.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: to be announced.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: overview by Mayo Medical School.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: examination of school finance in
Minnesota, John Augenblick and John Myers;
financial condition of school districts, Gary
Farland, Department of Children, Families and
Learning.

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt

Agenda: HF1 (Abrams) One-time individual
income tax rebate provided, and money
appropriated.

12:30 p.m.

FAMILY &

EARLY CHILDHOOD

EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: one time funding initiatives, Beth
Achter, Early Childhood Family Education and
learning readiness coordinator; adolescent
parenting; food and housing assistance.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: presentation by Minnesota League of
Cities.

HF73 (Hilty) Year 2000; local government units
mutual aid authority clarified, health department
required to collect and disseminate information
regarding possible problems and solutions,
immunity provided, and money appropriated.

Outdoor Recreation Task Force

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Hackbarth

Agenda: compromise bill on use of snowmobile
studs.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: presentations by Residential Utilities
Division of the Office of the Attorney General
and Department of Public Service concerning
telecommunications, energy, public utilities, and
deregulation issues.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
Immediately following session

RULES & LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Pawlenty

Agenda: HF151 (Harder) Farm crisis; President
and Congress memorialized to form a federal
effort to alleviate the farm crisis.

HF105 (Tunheim) Farm relief; Congress
memorialized to designate and implement
financial relief for livestock and grain farmers.

TUESDAY, Feb. 2

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: HF40 (Bradley) Nursing facility
residents allowed to request the use of restraints.
HF60 (Haas) Supplemental private duty nursing
services reimbursement allowed for spouses and
others meeting financial hardship criteria.
HF217 (Rhodes) Chana Malka Oppen provision
for least invasive procedure; mandated autopsy
religious exemption created.

HF214 (Goodno) Volunteer ambulance
attendant definition provided, and
reimbursement provisions modified.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: Department of Trade and Economic
Development and Department of Commerce
overviews (issues include unclaimed property
and the Petro Fund).

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Crime Victims Service Center overview
and review of annual report; Information
Technology Division, State Court
Administration overview and review of annual
report.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: HF7 (Haake) Motor vehicle emissions
inspection program repealed.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: budget presentation, Department of
Employee Relations.
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10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF228 (Bishop) Sex offender
registration and community notification laws
expanded to include certain persons committed
as mentally ill and dangerous.

HF216 (Stanek) Pretrial status prisoner transfers
between jail and workhouse authorization
clarified.

HF240 (Smith) DWI; sheriffs authorized
contingent fund expenditures for DWI-related
violation investigations.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: HF14 (Fuller) Persons convicted of
criminal sexual conduct considered ineligible to
be a licensed teacher.

HF58 (Erickson) Independent School District
No. 912, Milaca, retroactively authorized to begin
its school year prior to Labor Day.

HF213 (Greiling) Oral deaf education teachers
exempted from American Sign Language
licensure requirements.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: to be announced.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: Department of Revenue bills.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: testimonyonabill regarding vaccination
funding; presentations on state ethanol plants.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach

Agenda: Department of Finance cancellation
report presentation, Peter Sausen.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: HF248 (Hasskamp) Permittinglocation
of a branch bank in the town of Crooked Lake
under certain conditions.

HF180 (Wolf) Safety regulated for persons on
amusement rides.

1:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
3p.m.
Outdoor Recreation Task Force
Basement Hearing Room
State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Tom Hackbarth

Agenda: compromise bill on use of snowmobile
studs.
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WAYS & MEANS

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop

Agenda: bills referred from the House Taxes
committee.

4 p.m.

Anoka County Legislative Delegation
500N State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Kathy Tingelstad,

Rep. Satveer Chaudhary

Agenda: to be announced.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 3

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: to be announced.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: programs for the disabled presentation,
Department of Human Services.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Dislocated Workers Program overview.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: State Patrol budget presentation,
Col. Anne Beers.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF160 (Bishop) Public service
corporations private property easements definite
and specific descriptions provided, and
requirement retroactively applied.

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL

RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Minnesota Forest Resources Council;
Department of Natural Resources Division of
Forestry.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: Minnesota Community Faculty
Association overview, Larry Obeson; Inter-
Faculty Organization overview, David Able.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: teacher salary settlements, Rep. Ken
Wolf; Wisconsin’s qualified economic offer,

Nancy Donovan, Wisconsin school board
member.

Property Tax Division/
TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt
Agenda: to be announced.

12 p.m.
The House meets in session.
Immediately following session

AGRICULTURE POLICY
Department of Agriculture

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda: tour 90 West Plato Blvd.,
St. Paul.

12:30 p.m.

FAMILY &

EARLY CHILDHOOD

EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: community action programs;
Minnesota Economic Opportunity grants; energy
and weatherization.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: Association of Minnesota Counties
overview;

HF45 (Folliard) City councils authorized to
establish procedures for imposing ordinance
violation civil penalties.

2 p.m.

Legislative Audit Commission

316 State Capitol

Chr. Sen. Deanna Wiener

Agenda: release and discuss program evaluation
report on occupational licensing.

3 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation Task Force

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Hackbarth

Agenda: compromise bill on use of snowmobile
studs.

4 p.m.

Hennepin County Delegation
118 State Capitol

Chrs. Rep. Ron Abrams,

Rep. Linda Wejcman,

Sen. Linda Higgins,

Sen. Martha Robertson
Agenda: to be announced.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us




THURSDAY, Feb. 4

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: discussion of Minnesota Family
Investment Program-Statewide work programs.

JOBS & ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: affordable housing issues.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Department of Finance budgetbriefing.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman,

Agenda: continuation of Feb. 2 agenda (if
necessary).

HF157 (Kuisle) Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic
Highway route modified.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: Office of Strategic & Long Range
Planning budget presentation.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF135 (Bishop) Repeat assault
offenders with prior delinquency adjudications
provided enhanced penalties.

HF263 (Gerlach) Imposing criminal penalties
for manufacturing, distributing, selling, or
possessing counterfeited intellectual property.
HF295 (Winter) Establishing the board of
firefighter training and education; establishing a
firefighter training reimbursement program and
money appropriated.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: overview of proposed teacher licensing
rule and relation to graduation rule, Minnesota
Board of Teaching; implementation of
graduation rule, Department of Children,
Families and Learning.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: to be announced.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: Department of Revenue bills.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: presentations by representatives of wild
rice producers and farm organizations.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: to be announced.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: HF208 (Haas) Minnesota
Comprehensive Health Association funding
continued, certain insurance-related assessment
reductions allowed, Medical Assistance and
MCHA relationship specifications sunset
repealed, and money appropriated.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in session.

FRIDAY, Feb. 5

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: to be announced.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: overview of affordable housing and
homeless prevention programs.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION
Basement Hearing Room
State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek
Agenda: to be announced.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: a primer in special education, Tim
Strom, House Research; cross-subsidization of
special education costs, Tom Melcher, Bob
Fischer, and Mike Landers, Department of
Children, Families and Learning.

Where to find
information

House Index Department
211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of
the Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computer-
ized index available for public use. House
Index lists bills by committee, topic, au-
thor, file number, and other categories.
The office can also give you the current
status of legislation.

Governor

Jesse Ventura

130 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-3391
Lieutenant Governor

Mae Schunk

130 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-3391

Constitutional Officers

Attorney General

Mike Hatch

102 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-6196
Secretary of State

Mary Kiffmeyer

180 State Office Building

100 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-2803

State Auditor

Judith H. Dutcher

Suite 400

525 Park St.

St. Paul 55103 ................ (651) 296-2551
State Treasurer

Carol Johnson

303 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-7091
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PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
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Speaker of the House: Steve Sviggum
Majority Leader: Tim Pawlenty
Minority Leader: Thomas W. Pugh

SN EEORY: S

Higher education in Minnesota

Percent of Minnesotans age 25 and up with a bachelor’s degree
OF NIGRET, 1997 .ottt ettt es 28.3
Percent of all Americans
Percent of 1996 Minnesota high school graduates that immediately enrolled

N higher edUCAtION .....c.ccceueuiuiiiieieieiiriie et 55.1

Percent that enrolled in in-state SChOOLS ......c.cococeerererircrcrerininineneneriseseseseseeeeeeeae 40.4

Percent in out-of-state SChOOLS ........cccccviiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiciccaes 14.7

Minnesota’s rank in nation that Year............eeeeereeneririnineeesenensesesesesesesesesesenes 21
Percent of 1988 Minnesota high school graduates that immediately enrolled

N higher edUCATION ....c.eveveururiririeieieireree ettt sesenene 60

Percent that enrolled in in-state SChOOIS .........ccceeueeiiiiiiciccniieccceeccanes 48.4

Percent in out-of-state SChOOLS ......c.cccceueueueueueueiieieieieieieieieieeieeeeieeeeeeee e 11.6

Minnesota’s rank in nation that year...........ccceeeeeeeeieeeereeereeererenenenenenenenenenens 9
Percent of African-American Minnesota high school graduates that enrolled

in higher education, 1996 ..........ccccoiiiniieceieemeiereiereneneneneaesesenenesensssessesesecees 21.8

I 1087 ittt ettt ettt sttt et bbbt 23.7
Percent of Asian-American Minnesota high school graduates that enrolled

in higher education, 1996 ........c.cccoceceeireecueueueieueueieieieieieieieeeieteseeeseesesesasesesesenes 35.6

Percent of white Minnesota high school graduates that enrolled in

higher education, 1996 .........cccccocvciieiimieuiiiiineeiereietresee ettt eeeseceeenenenes 33.7

I 1987 ittt ettt ettt sttt ettt 42.9
Percent of rural female high school graduates that enrolled in

higher education, 1996 ........c.cccocveveeeueuemeueeueieieieieieieiststsiseseseseseseseseesencsenesenenenes 34.6

ML kI cremrerrrrroron oo O T O T T T O T T O T NT O 52.5
Percent of rural male high school graduates that enrolled in

higher education, 1996 ........ccccccoeveiieiimireeieiieneneienetetseete ettt ecseeeeesenenes 33.5

I 1987 ittt ettt ettt ettt 43.6
Percent of Minneapolis/St. Paul female high school graduates that enrolled

in higher education, 1996 ........c.ccoceceeiriecueueueieeueieieieieieieieeeteseseaeaeesesesesesesecnes 27.9

WL kI oo oo O T O T T T O T X T YT NT O 31.2
Percent of Minneapolis/St. Paul male high school graduates that enrolled

in higher education, 1996 ..........ccccccciiiriiceeieemeiererereneneneneaesenenesesenesseessescecees 26.7

in 1987
Percent of entering freshman at Minnesota state universities in 1996 with
high school grade point average below 3.0...

Sources: Balancing the Books: Affording College in Minnesota, 1998, Minnesota Planning;
Higher Education Enrollments: Current Conditions and Recent Trends, 1998, House Research
Department; Participation of New High School Graduates in Higher Education, 1998, House
Research Department.

For more information

®

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(651) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

Committee Hotline

(651) 296-9283

o

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us

Teletypewriter (TTY)

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (651) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch
House committee and floor sessions
onTV.

This document can be made available
in alternative formats.




SESSION WEEKLY

A Nonpartisan Publication of the Minnesota House of Representatives ¢ February 5,1999 ¢ Volume 16, Number 5

HF386-HF529



Session WeekIy is a nonpartisan
publication of the Minnesota House of
Representatives Public Information
Office. During the 1999-2000 Legislative
Session, each issue reports daily House
action between Thursdays of each week,
lists bill introductions and upcoming
committee meeting schedules, and pro-
vides other information. The publication
is a service of the Minnesota House.
No fee.

To subscribe, contact:

Minnesota House of Representatives
Public Information Office

175 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155-1298

(651) 296-2146 or

1-800-657-3550

TTY (651) 296-9896

Director
LeClair G. Lambert

Acting Assistant Director/Editor
Nick Healy

Acting Assistant Editor
Sandy Donovan

Art & Production Coordinator
Paul Battaglia

Writers
Jon Fure, Sarah Hallonquist,
Grant Martin, Paul Wahl

Photographers
Gina Dabrowski, Tom Olmscheid,
Laura Phillips, Andrew Von Bank

Office Manager
Nicole Wood

Staff Assistants
Jennifer Ridgeway, Ivan Weiss Jr.

Session Weekly (ISSN 1049-8176) is pub-
lished weekly during the legislative session by
the Minnesota House of Representatives Pub-
lic Information Office, 100 Constitution Ave.,
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298. Periodicals postage
paid at St. Paul, MN, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Session Weekly, Public Information Office,
Minnesota House of Representatives, 175 State
Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave.,
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298.

Printed on recycled paper whichis 50%recycled,
20% post-consumer content.

te
ot a
)

° @ 5 &) [PRINTED WiTH
Lol SOYINKW

A

SESSION WEEKLY

Minnesota House of Representatives « February 5, 1999 + Volume 16, Number 5

Reflections

February is the time of year around the Capitol when most legislators begin to get used
to cabin fever, as they spend some nine- to 12-hour days in meetings discussing and
debating bills. Most forget that six months ago, back in their districts, they were outside
under the hot sun shaking hands, kissing babies, smiling a lot, and sweating at festivals
and parades all over the state.

During summer months, particularly in an election year, legislators attend hundreds
of community celebrations throughout the state. It has been said that Minnesota has
almost as many fairs and festivals as it does lakes. At least many legislators think so as they
meet and greet large numbers of constituents at the events.

During a legislative interim out on “Main Street,” legislators talk about farm issues,
education, and tax rebates at a Turkey Days festival, a Cornfest, a Porkfest, a Strawberry
Festival, the Aquatennial, WEfest, or at the 126th year of Lumber Jack Days in Stillwater.
If there are no central themes for gatherings such as Sugar Beet Days, cities and towns like
Afton still have a Fourth of July celebration. Other towns celebrate Woodbury Days,
Delano Days, Rochesterfest, and Forest Lake holds an ice-fishing contest in winter.

One unique event takes place in the town of Whalan, located near the state’s southeast
corner. Its population of about 94 holds a Stand Still Parade, where bands, floats,
convertibles holding town “royalty” and politicians like Rep. Greg Davids (R-Preston)
don’t move — the observers do. But some parade-goers still bring their lawn chairs,
“because you are supposed to.”

Also, legislators rarely miss special events like the Spam Town USA Festival in Austin,
Grand Rapids’ Judy Garland Festival, a lighted pontoon boat parade at Glenwood’s
Waterama festival, and a block-long parade on a section of Lincoln Avenue in St. Paul
which lasts only 30 minutes.

St. Paul lawmakers like Rep. Carlos Mariani (DFL-St. Paul) get another chance to be
in public at the spectacular St. Paul Winter Carnival, celebrating 113 years in 1999, where
the purveyor of winter, King Boreas, is annually deposed by his fire nemesis, Vulcanus
Rex.

Capital city officials can participate in two carnival parades, join the search for the
festival medallion — once found on the Capitol grounds — or watch the historic
Bouncing Team blanket toss, a game borrowed from the Eskimos in 1886. They can also
chooseto sled down a 200-foot snow slide in Como Park, play broom ball on ice, or attend
one of over 100 events during the two-week celebration.

It’s never difficult for lawmakers to find a local annual festival at which they can view
any number of Minnesota phenomena like the world’s largest ice castle, the state’s largest
hog, or the fastest-running turkey.

— LeClair Grier Lambert
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First Reading

Returning Surplus Funds . . .

House goes for rebates according to income taxes paid

By Paul Wahl M ERCITA s [y f(.>r legislators and other state offi-
he chant began from a few Individual Income Tax 1998 I cials who were around from 1989 to
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Minnesota Legislature convened
in 1997. “Give it back. Give it back,”
they said.

Within a few weeks, the cry reached
a crescendo as legislators and the gov-
ernor wrestled with what to do with
unprecedented state budget surpluses.

Today, there’s little in the way of
public protest. It seemsalmosta given
that taxpayers will receive a rebate
just as they have in the previous two
years. It’s only what form the rebate
will take that remains uncertain.

The House passed a bill (HF1)
Feb. 4 that would provide more than
$1billioninrebatesbased onincome
taxes paid in 1997. The bill is spon-
sored by Rep. Ron Abrams (R-
Minnetonka). The vote was 93-35.

After approval of a DFL-backed
amendment on the floor, the bill also
includesa plan for additional property
tax rebates. In all, the bill would rebate
$1.55 billion to Minnesota taxpayers.

The House also reconsidered and
again rejected a bill (HF209) that
would have repealed a provision in
the 1998 tax law requiring that
$400 million of the projected budget
surplus be used to pay for projects in
last year’s capital projectslaw. House
Republicans wanted to use that
$400 million to fund property tax
rebate provisions included in HF1.

The bill failed 68-59. Because it dealt with
bonding, the bill needed a three-fifths major-
ity to pass.

Abrams and his Republican colleagues ar-
gued thattheincome tax rebate plan is preferable
to other rebate proposals because it would re-
turn surplus funds proportionally to taxpayers.

“It is fair, it is more, and it is now,” said
Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty (R-Eagan). “We
have kept faith with our words to return all of
the surplus.”

Minority Leader Tom Pugh (DFL-
South St. Paul) said there is broad agreement
that Minnesotans deserve a rebate. The prob-
lem, he said, is figuring a way to give the
money back fairly.

T T e T S

The House passed a bill Feb. 4 that would rebate about $1.5 billion to
Minnesota taxpayers.

“There are forgotten people in the Abrams
proposal,” Pugh said. “Webelieve the Ventura
plan is a far better way of dealing with this.”

The House plan will eventually have to be
reconciled with a Senate rebate bill that is
expected to more closely reflect a proposal
from Gov. Jesse Ventura.

Under the governor’s plan, rebate amounts
would be determined according to estimates
of average household expenditures for con-
sumer sales tax.

While the debate between the competing
plans goes on, the Minnesota economy con-
tinues to be strong.

The November 1998 budget forecast showed
a projected surplus of $1.5 billion.

Such a large surplus may hardly seem real

ersat one point said revenues would
be down $700 million and the
scramble was on to find cuts that
would help stem a projected budget
shortfall.

The last forecast shortfall was is-
sued in February 1992. But during
1996 and 1997, the state saw sur-
pluses total more than $2 billion.

In November 1996, a forecast of
revenues almost $800 million ahead
of the previous projection was re-
leased.

It was with that figure clearly in
mind that former Gov. Arne Carlson
presented a plan to return surplus
revenue directly to taxpayers. His
$20 billion budget for the current
biennium initially called for a mod-
est $261 million to be returned as
rebates, ranging from $50 per per-
son to $250 per person.

By the end of the 1997 session, a
rebate fashioned on property taxes
paid had Dbeen adopted.
Homeowners got back 20 percent of
their 1997 property taxes paid, while
renters received 18 percent of the
portion of their rent that consti-
tuted property tax payments. Nearly
$500 million was allocated for the
rebate.

Heading into the 1998 session,
Carlson and the Legislature once again em-
barked upon a plan for rebates. With a $1.9
billion projected surplus, the cry to return
more money than the previous year was deaf-
ening. In the end, another $500 million was
provided for rebates.

The 1998 rebate was similar to the one
adopted in 1997; however, a maximum rebate
of $1,500 was written in.

If passed into law, any of the versions of the
rebate on the table this session would be the
largest in the state’s history — nearly
$1 billion —and among the largest tax rebates
ever distributed in the country.

Accordingto the National Conference of State
Legislatures, rebates are being talked about in
only two other states this year — Missouri and
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Colorado. Oregon handed out a rebate in 1998
and has in five of the last seven biennia.

Missouri, Colorado,and Oregon areall con-
stitutionally required to refund excess
revenues.

The Colorado rebate is part of that state’s
1992 Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, which limits
state revenue growth to the sum of inflation
and population growth. Money over that must
be rebated to taxpayers.

The Colorado refund is based on sales tax
and is paid according to incomes revealed on

income tax returns. Ventura hasalso called for
rebates to be automatic when certain surplus
levels are reached.

The federal government is expected to run
a budget surplus of nearly a trillion dollars in
the coming years, but as yet there is little call
for returning it to taxpayers in the form of a
rebate.

During debate on the House floor, an
amendment was passed that would make re-
bates automatic at the end of each fiscal year if
a sufficient surplus remains in the state’s cof-

fers. The amendment was offered by
Rep. Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope).

While the rebates are popular with taxpay-
ers and voters, they come at a cost. Over the
two years rebates have been approved, the
Department of Revenue has spent about $3
million for the special processing required.

When this year’s rebate plan is hammered
out, it’s expected to require about $1.5 million
to cover costs. @

Report cards are out, and
Minnesota’s state govern-
ment is doing better than
average and, in some ways,
better than its neighbors.
But there is room for im-
provement.

The February issue of Governing maga-
zine features a study that grades each of the
states for government performance in five
different areas. Minnesota gets an average
grade of B from the magazine. Wisconsin
and Iowa also get B grades, while the Dako-
tas both receive B- marks.

No state is given a perfect A for an aver-
age grade, but Missouri, Utah, Virginia,
and Washington all scored A- marks.
Alabama’s D is the worst average grade of
any state.

The grades are drawn from a research
project conducted by Governing and
Syracuse University’s Maxwell School of
Citizenship and Public Affairs. The project,
which began in 1997, was funded by the
Pew Charitable Trusts.

The study, which was constructed
through surveys sent to all 50 states, focuses
on government performance in five spe-
cific areas: financial management, capital
management, human resources, informa-
tion technology, and “managing for re-
sults,” which is an umbrella term covering
efforts in long-term planning and perfor-
mance measurement.

Minnesota gets an A- for financial man-
agement, and the study concludes that the
state “nearly always handles fiscal matters
responsibly.”

Wisconsin, considered by some to be a
model of efficiency in state government,
gets only a C+ for financial management,
and the study concludes that, following
commonlyaccepted accounting principles,
the state has been “running a budget deficit
for years.”

iy

It's a Fact!

National study shows Minnesota government is making the grade

Iowa, credited for correcting “mislead-
ing accounting practices” that caused
trouble in the early 1990s, gets an A- for
financial management. South Dakota gets
a B+, and North Dakota gets a B.

Minnesota also scores high for capital
management, receiving an A- grade and
praise for its capital planning process. The
study lauds Minnesota for requiring state
agencies to assemble six-year capital plans
and to prioritize their requests. Minnesota
“balances the need to maintain and reuse
existing assets with demand for new facili-
ties,” the study concludes.

Wisconsin matches Minnesota’s A- for
capital management, while Iowa’s B- is
the lowest in the region.

Minnesota’s lowest grade is a C+ for its
human resources system, which the study
calls “rigid, centralized, and antiquated.”
Thesstateis criticized for placing too much
authority in the Department of Employee
Relations, rather than allowing individual
agencies more of arole in deciding whom
they hire and how quickly vacancies are
filled. However, the study credits the state
for moving toward a “brand-new hiring
system to replace one that’s seriously out
of date.”

All bordering states score better for
human resources except South Dakota,
which matches Minnesota’s mark.

Minnesota gets a B grade for informa-
tion technology, for which the study cred-
its the state for providing Web access to a
wide variety of resources and for main-
taining “reasonably up-to-date” informa-
tion systems.

The state’s information technology
grade is matched by Wisconsin and South
Dakota, but North Dakota and Iowa lag
behind.

Minnesotaalso getsa Bin managing for
results. The study credits the state for
taking “notable steps” in measuring per-

formance in education and environmental
programs, but the study knocks the Legis-
lature and former Gov. Arne Carlson for
failing to strongly support Minnesota Mile-
stones, an ongoing, goal-oriented plan-
ning initiative.

Managing for results seems an unfamil-
iar concept in the Dakotas, where govern-
ments in both states receive D grades for
their effortsand South Dakotaisripped for
having “no performance-based budgeting
atall.”

Wisconsin gets only C in managing for
results, but Iowa gets a B+ and is praised
forhavingasolid overall strategy into which
agency and program planning efforts all
feed.

Poor Alabama appears to be a model of
government inefficiency and ineffective-
ness. The state gets an F for its planning
and performance-measurement systems,
and it breaks out of the D range only in
human resources, for which it scores a C-.
Study results show that the state has no
master plan for capital projects and fails to
even maintain a statewide inventory of
capital facilities. The Alabama Legislature
passesanannual “financial emergency reso-
lution,” which allows lawmakers to side-
step legal obligations and leave the state’s
rainy day fund empty.

Missouri, on the other hand, has a gov-
ernment that looks like a poster child for
Midwestern thriftiness and thoughtfulness.
The study finds a state that “is careful not
to make decisions that will getitinto trouble
in the future” and that is performing above
average in every area.

Overall, the study shows state govern-
ments across the nation to be doing fairly
well. When 50-state averages are calcu-
lated, the high mark is a B for financial
management and C+ scores for informa-
tion technology and managing for results
are at the low end.
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Week in Review . . . Jan.28 - Feb.4, 1999

Highlights

AGRICULTURE

A bill that would provide $1.5 million to
help combat a statewide outbreak of pseudo-
rabies in Minnesota’s swine population was
approved Jan. 2 by the House Agriculture and
Rural Development Finance Committee.

The money would pay for a vaccine needed
to stop the spread of the viral disease, which
can make pigs sick and, in severe cases, kill
them but poses no threat to pork eaters or
other members of the public.

Rep. Bob Gunther (R-Fairmont), whose
district includes a number of herds infected
with the disease, is sponsoring the bill (HF414).

Dr. Tom Hagerty, head of the Minnesota
Board of Animal Health, told committee mem-
bers that prior to last fall, the state was on pace
to complete a federal pseudorabies eradica-
tion program.

The program began in 1989 with a goal of
total eradication by 2000. Less than 150 herds
were left untreated.

Then in December 1998, the number of
infected herds began to multiply
exponentially.

Hagerty said the outbreak was partially due
tolarger herds and a swine flu epidemic — the
worst in the state’s history — that reduced the
immunity of many hogs to the virus.

As the prices for hogs began to plummet,
cash-strapped farmers scaled back their vacci-
nation programs, and unusually mild fall
weather created an ideal environment for the
spread of the disease, which is also known as
Aujeszky’s disease.

Hagerty said he suspects farmers also didn’t
react as quickly as they normally would have
because they’ve grown complacent over the
yearsas the threat from pseudorabies declined.

If the disease isn’t stopped, Hagerty added,
foreign markets may begin refusing to pur-
chase Minnesota-grown hogs. South Dakota
has already implemented a ban on the state’s
hogs, fearing additional outbreaks there.

Hagerty said this is the first time the state
has proposed purchasing vaccine, which would
be handled by veterinarians in the infected
areas at no cost and administered by indi-
vidual producers.

The federal government has already appro-
priated $80 million for the purchase and
slaughter of infected hogs.

Disease hitting hogs

About $300,000 of the state money would
go for blood testing and the remainder for the
vaccine, which is best administered in the
spring. About three million doses will be
needed.

The vaccine would be targeted toward hogs
within a two-mile radius of infected herds,
where the danger of spreading the disease is
greatest.

The bill moves to the House Ways and
Means Committee.

BANKING

A town without a bank

Residents of the tiny community of Outing,
located in southern Cass County, may soon
have their first local bank branch, under a bill
approved Feb. 1 by the House Commerce
Committee.

Current state law prohibits banks from set-
ting up shop in townships without special
approval.

The “home office protection law” allows
banks to establish branch offices in cities with
populations ofless than 10,000 only with con-
sent from all banks that have their home office
in that city. Banks are also prohibited from
getting around the law by opening in town-
ships just outside city limits.

But HF248, sponsored by Rep. Kris
Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby), would allow First
National Bank of Crosby to establish a branch
in Outing, an unincorporated community in
Crooked Lake Township. The community is
on the northern tip of Roosevelt Lake and its
population includes many senior citizens.

Rep. Gregory Davids (R-Preston) said he
would hesitate to support the bill if other
banks had expressed interest in opening an
office in Outing. But Hasskamp said other
banks have not been interested, and residents
have generally been supportive of the bank
opening in their community.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol . ..
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146

CRIME

Loophole in sex crime law

Unless lawmakers act, Roger Lloyd
Zimmerman will slip through the cracks of the
state’s sex offender registration law.

In July 1996, Zimmerman broke into a
Wayzata home and raped a 13-year-old girl
who was babysitting for her neighbor. Diag-
nosed with paranoid schizophrenia, he had
stopped taking his medication and was living
in a hole dug in the side of a hill.

Zimmerman told an investigator that he
thought the sun was getting closer to the earth,
and that the only way to cool things down was
to have sex with a woman.

In 1998, Zimmerman was found to have
committed the crime, but was found “not
guilty by reason of mental illness.” He is cur-
rently being held at the St. Peter state hospital.

Under the current registration law,
Zimmerman is not required to register when
released because he was found “not guilty” of
first degree criminal sexual conduct, and wasn’t
committed as a “sexually dangerous person.”

Zimmerman was committed for being
“mentally ill and dangerous to the public,”
which does not fall under the notification law.

A bill (HF228) that would close that loop-
holein the state’s sex offender registration law
was approved Feb. 4 by the House Crime
Prevention Committee.

The bill would change the law to specifically
state that offenders who are charged with
crimes listed under the offender registration
law but are found not guilty by reason of
mental illness are to be registered.

“Offenders like Roger Lloyd Zimmerman
are exactly the type of offenders that this law
was meant to address in the first place,” said
Daryl Coppoletti of WATCH, an organization
that monitors violent crime cases in the
Hennepin County courts.

Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester), the bill’s
sponsor, said the current law’s loopholes were
brought to his attention by Coppoletti and
WATCH.

Will Alexander, director of community
notification for the Minnesota Department of
Corrections, said he supports the bill. He said
that although the change in the law would
affect only a few offenders, it is necessary.

“It’s the right thing to do, whether it’s two
or 200 people,” he said.
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The sex offender registration law, passed in
1991, requires that offenders register their
address with law enforcement officials for 10
to 15 years upon release from prison or com-
mitment.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

-l

Sex offenders out of schools

EDUCATION

Persons convicted of criminal sexual con-
duct would not be allowed to teach in
Minnesota’s classrooms, under abill approved
Feb. 2 by the House Education Policy
Committee.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Doug Fuller
(R-Bemidji), would require the Board of
Teaching to revoke or refuse a teachinglicense
to any person found convicted of criminal
sexual conduct in the first to fifth degrees.

Criminal sexual conduct can range from
rape (first degree) to exposing genitals in the
presence of a minor (fifth degree), as defined
by state law.

Under the bill (HF14), courts would have
10 days to notify the Board of Teaching once
they know a convicted sex offender is a li-
censed teacher. The board would then revoke
the teacher’s license and notify the school
board that employs the teacher.

The bill would also allow the state board to
refuse to issue or renew licenses to applicants
convicted of criminal sexual conduct.

A similar measure exists for school bus
drivers.

“Our children are safe on the way to school,”
said Fuller, who added that his bill would keep
children safe in the classroom.

He said he is sponsoring the bill because of
recent publicized incidents.

Kathy and Tim Schilla of Duluth testified
that their daughter had been sexually mo-
lested by her third grade teacher in 1984.
Kathy Schilla said the teacher, who had mo-
lested five other girls, pleaded guilty to two
felony counts of criminal sexual conduct.
However, she said, he never served his 26-
month sentence.

In September 1997, the couple found out
that the man was teaching at an elementary
school and had taught in other schools since
his conviction. He currently teaches at a tech-
nical college.

“This is a very important law that needs to
be passed so this doesn’thappen again,” Kathy
Schilla said.

Other issues brought up during the hearing
included the frequency of criminal background
checks of teachers, the types of crimes in-
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Kathy and Tim Schilla tell members of the House Education Policy Committee Feb. 2 about their
daughter, who was sexually assaulted 15 years ago by her third-grade teacher. The Schillas testified in
favor of a bill that would make people convicted of criminal sexual conduct ineligible for a teacher’s
license.

volvedinlicenserevocation,and whether court
officials should testify about the bill.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) also
asked if any research had been done about
criminal rehabilitation and if offenders’ teach-
ing licenses would be revoked permanently
despite rehabilitation.

Fuller said that was his intention.

“Tam preferring to play on the safe side,” he
said.

While committee members overwhelmingly
approved the bill, many requested that it also
be reviewed by the House Crime Prevention
Committee before going to the House floor.

Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) said it
would be best to clear up any questions about
criminal law now in order to avoid problems
later.

If not, “they’ll be chasing down the chief
author and asking why your bill doesn’t work,”
Entenza advised Fuller.

The bill now moves to the House Crime
Prevention Committee.

Profile of Learning defended

Representatives of the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Children, Families and Learning de-
fended the Profile of Learning to lawmakers
Feb. 4.

Commissioner Christine Jax told members
of the House Education Policy Committee
that problems with the profile don’t necessar-
ily require a legislative fix.

“I'm finding that a lot of the concerns and
criticism that our department is getting are
based on things that aren’t true,” Jax said.

Since districts began implementing the
Profile of Learning in 1998, some teachers,
parents, andlegislators have criticized the plan
for being too rigorous and time consuming.

Now, Rep. Tony Kielkucki (R-Lester
Prairie) is sponsoring HF15, a bill that would
pare down the profile’s requirements.

The Profile of Learning is one part of the
state’s Graduation Standards initiative, and
requires students to complete various learn-
ing packages in at least nine areas. Standard-
ized tests comprise the second part of the
Graduation Standards.

One of the main problems associated with
the Profile of Learning concerns performance
packages thatstudents must complete to dem-
onstrate their knowledge of subject matters.
The department published several packages to
serve as example curriculum for teachers.
However, many educators were given the im-
pression that use of the packages is required
and have voiced opposition to what they per-
ceive as state-mandated teaching styles.

While Jax said the department never re-
quired teachers to use the packages, she did
say there has been a lot of miscommunication
about profile implementation between her
agency and teachers.

“We’ve not communicated well,” she said.
“That’s something we can change without
legislation.”

Jax gave an example of a simple chemistry
assignment her ninth-grade daughter com-
pleted to demonstrate that the profile’s re-
quirements might not be as overwhelming as
some people have indicated.

“My favorite performance package is one
page,” she said.



Several legislators expressed skepticism of
the profile’s record-keeping plans, which have
been called burdensome by its critics.

And Rep. Bob Ness (R-Dassel) called the
profile an “indictment” of public education
and said he’s not convinced it is the right plan
to help students excel.

“We as legislators are hearing from thou-
sands of people who say this system is not
workable,” he said.

Department representatives said the Profile
of Learning needs time to take effect because
schools have not even used the plan for a full
year. In addition, 100 percent of school dis-
tricts chose full implementation of the plan
over a phased-in alternative, which they said
makes the adjustment period longer.

“I believe it’s fixable,” Jax said. “It’s a new
day; it’s a new administration.”

The Education Policy Committee is expected
to take action on Kielkucki’s bill soon.

District seeks retroactive OK

Students in Milaca saw their summer come
to an early end when state officials authorized
their school district to begin classes on
Aug. 24, 1998.

The early start date, which violates state law
dictating when districts can begin the school
year, was requested because the district plans
to begin hazardous construction in May, forc-
ing an early end to the school year.

Although the Minnesota Department of
Children, Families and Learning granted per-
mission last summer for the early start, the
district is still technically in violation of state
law because the Legislature did not approve
the early date.

But a bill (HF58) approved Feb. 2 by the
House Education Policy Committee would
rectify that problem.

Thebill, sponsored by Rep. Sondra Erickson
(R-Princeton), would retroactively authorize
the Milaca district to begin its school year any
day before Labor Day.

Erickson said she was unable to introduce a
proactive bill because the district passed its
bond referendum for the construction project
after the Legislature adjourned from its regu-
lar session last year.

But committee members took issue with
the bill for two reasons. Some said passing it
would set a precedent for retroactive legisla-
tion, and others said the Legislature should
noteven be taking up what they thought should
be a local issue.

“I really resent that our state entity has to
deal with piddlylittle matters that really should
be under local control,” said Rep. Mindy
Greiling (DFL-Roseville).

During the 1998 session, Rep. Ken Wolf
(R-Burnsville) sponsored legislation that
would have repealed any state-mandated start
dates. That measure failed partly because of
heavy opposition from state tourism groups.
Instead the Legislature repealed a law that
allowed school districts to start only after La-
bor Day and moved the earliest start date up to
Sept. 1 for the 2000-01 school year.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

Increasing election eligibility

ELECTIONS

Should an 18-year-old be eligible to hold an
elected office?

That question would be posed to Minne-
sota voters on the 2000 ballot, under a bill
(HF122) discussed Feb. 3 by the House Gov-
ernmental Operations & Veterans Affairs
Committee.

Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia), spon-
sor of the bill, advocatesamending the Minne-
sota Constitution, which requires people to be
21 to hold public office.

He said 18-year-olds can vote, serve in the
military, get married, borrow money from a
bank, and smoke cigarettes—and they should
also be able to be a city councilor or a state
legislator.

Several committee members expressed sup-
port for the bill. Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake
City) said serving in the military is the “ulti-
mate test of adulthood.” Three of his friends
were drafted at age 18, and all three were killed
in the Vietnam War, he said. And he added
that if people are old enough to die for their
country at that age, they should also be old
enough to help set public policy.

Rep. Ann Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington)
pointed out that even if Minnesota voters
approved the constitutionalamendment, they
would still have other opportunities to vote on
whether a person younger than age 21 is ma-
ture enough to hold public office.

“If they don’t think the 18-year-old can do
the job, they would vote for the other candi-
date,” she said.

The bill was referred to an elections sub-
committee.

€

Feedlot enforcement criticized

ENVIRONMENT

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) could do a better job of enforcing
animal feedlot regulations, according to a re-
port released Jan. 28 by the Office of the Leg-
islative Auditor.

The agency needs to improve the feedlot
regulation program to better serve the inter-
ests of both the environment and the livestock
industry, the report states.

Among the findings, the auditor concluded
that the MPCA needs to draft adequate rules
for the program, to make more site visits to
inspect proposed feedlots and lagoon con-
struction projects, to provide oversight of
manure application practices, and to offer its
services in a more timely fashion.

In remarks to the Legislative Audit Com-
mission, Legislative Auditor James Nobles said
there are strengths and weaknesses in the
agency’s performance where feedlots are con-
cerned.

Hesaid onekey goal should be getting MPCA
staff members out of St. Paul and into the field
where the feedlots are located. He also said the
agency has to be more flexible and sensitive in
dealing with farmers.

One of the major deficiencies in the feedlot
regulation program is the lack of administra-
tiverules, said John Yunker, the staffresearcher
for the auditor who coordinated the report.

Current rules were last updated in 1978 and
do not adequately address many important
regulatory issues, including land application
of manure, manure stockpiling, standards for
manure storage structures, the responsibili-
ties of counties participating in the feedlot
program, and the locating of feedlots in envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas.

Yunker said that in an effort to protect the
environment, the MPCA has dealt with some
of these issues on a case-by-case basis and
developed informal practices. Dealing with
issues in this manner, however, has burdened
the permitting and environmental review pro-
cessesand caused considerable delays for farm-
ers seeking permit approval.

Yunker also told of one case in which the
agency had been inflexible in considering so-
lutions to an odor problem. In that case, a
feedlot in the northeastern part of the state
used sunflower husks, instead of the legally
required straw, to cover a manure holding
area.

Although the sunflower husks — which
formed a protective layer several inches thick
— had the intended effect, the farmer was still
fined because he didn’t use straw as required.

In her response to the report, Lisa Thorvig,
acting commissioner of the MPCA, acknowl-
edged there is “room for improvement” in the
agency’s performance. She agreed the agency
needs more presence in the field and sug-
gested the primary role in feedlot siting and
regulation may one day rest with counties.
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GOVERNMENT

More guards for “The Body”

Gov. Jesse Ventura would receive beefed-
up security protection under his two-year
funding proposal for the Minnesota State
Patrol.

Col. Anne Beers, State Patrol chief, reviewed
the portion of the governor’s budget proposal
that would finance her department before
members of the House Transportation
Finance Committee Feb. 3.

The proposal includes funding for four state
troopers assigned to protect the governor, his
family, and his personal residence in Maple
Grove. An additional six Capitol Security
guards would also be paid to protect the
governor’s mansion in St. Paul.

A one-time appropriation of $200,000 in
1999, and appropriations of $576,000 and
$546,000in 2000 and 2001, respectively, would
cover the proposed security officers.

But some lawmakers questioned the need
for heightened security, recalling that former
Gov. Arne Carlson installed an electronic se-
curity system in his personal residence while
in office rather than having security personnel
stationed at the location.

“It seems like we’re doing a huge amount of
expenditure on his personal residence,” said
Rep. Carol Molnau (R-Chaska), who chairs
the committee.

Beers said Ventura’s residence differs sig-
nificantly from past governors’ homes.
Ventura’s 34-acre ranch in Maple Grove con-
sists of multiple buildings and is surrounded
by trees, which requires stepped-up security
efforts.

Under the proposed budget, the State Pa-
trol would also receive $694,000 each year to
fund new radio equipment. The equipment
currently used by troopers is 14 years old, and
the contract has run out on part replacement
for those radios.

The money would provide for the imple-
mentation of a new equipment system over
several years as the state moves to an 800-
megahertz network.

In addition to new radio equipment, the
State Patrol would receive $1.6 million to re-
place a helicopter. The state has three helicop-
ters that it uses to aid other law enforcement
agencies in pursuits, traffic control, surveil-
lance, searches, and rescue missions.

Beers also detailed a $1.6 million request to
fund hiringand recruitmentinitiatives, abud-
get component she described as “absolutely
critical.”

The State Patrol estimates that its staff is 30
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Col.AnneBeers, chief ofthe Minnesota State Patrol,
presents her department’s budget request, which
includes a proposal to increase security for Gov.
Jesse Ventura, before the House Transportation
Finance Committee Feb. 3.

to 35 troopers short of what it should be
because of retirements and resignations. Fifty-
one troopers are expected to retire this year,
and it often takes up to 19 months to hire new
troopers, Beers said.

Historically, the State Patrol budget has not
designated funds for its training academy. It is
funded by not filling positions immediately
after troopers retire. By estimating the num-
ber of troopers retiring, the department can
plan for the cost of training a new class of
troopers. But there is a long stretch of time
between retiring troopers and training new
ones, and that means there is often a shortage
of troopers in the state.

Report seeks privatization

Minnesota’s minority councils could better
serve their constituencies as nonprofit groups
rather than as state agencies, representatives
of the Center of the American Experiment
told the House Jobs and Economic Develop-
ment Finance Committee Jan. 28.

The councils — the Council on Asian-Pa-
cific Minnesotans, the Council on Black Min-
nesotans, the Indian Affairs Council, and the
Chicano-Latino Affairs Council — advise the
Legislatureand governor onissues facing their
respective communities.

With the exception of the Indian Affairs
Council, which is made up of tribal leaders,
the members of the councils are appointed by
the governor.

The report stems from a workforce and
human rights task force organized by the cen-
ter as a part of a larger study called Minnesota
Policy Blueprint. The larger project puts state
government programs to “conservative and
free-market tests.”

Annette Meeks, director of the Minnesota
Policy Blueprint Task Force, said that the task
force compared the councils to private foun-
dations with similar missions. She said that
the private foundations were successful at as-
sisting their constituents through education
and by emphasizing entrepreneurship.

“Indeed, we believe that privatizing these
councils could push them a step further, mak-
ing them more responsive to and valued by
their constituents, so that they would seek
actually to address the problems that have
traditionally only been identified by the gov-
ernment entities,” she said.

Juan Martinez of the Chicano-Latino Af-
fairs Council said that the report is unjusti-
fied. He said that his agency is constantly
seeking input from the community it serves.

“I am somewhat perplexed by the issue of
responsiveness coming up as the main reason
for privatization,” he said.

Yusef Mgeni, president of the Urban Coali-
tion, said that the minority councils have been
effective precisely because they are state
agencies.

“Asapart of state government, the councils
of color are able to request information from
other state agencies,” he said. “They are a
tremendous resource, not just for people of
color, but for state government.”

The Center of the American Experiment is
a conservative think tank based in Minnesota.

The committee took no action on the
proposal.

Recourse for challenging rules

A joint House and Senate panel would be
created to address concerns about adminis-
trative rules, under a bill (HF281) approved
Feb. 3 by the House Governmental Opera-
tions and Veterans Affairs Committee.

Rep. Peggy Leppik (R-Golden Valley), the
proposal’s sponsor, said the bicameral group
would be a smaller version of the former Leg-
islative Commission to Review Administra-
tive Rules, which was abolished in 1996.

“I see it as a check for the public,” she said.
“It gives them a place to go if they have a
problem with rules that have gone amok.”

State agencies often promulgate rules that
dictate how programs — ranging from envi-
ronmental protection to health inspections —
are administered.



Currently the Legislative Coordinating
Commission has the power to address prob-
lems with those rules, but Leppik said it has
not been involved in reviewing specific rules.

The Legislature has a responsibility to re-
spond to those questions, she said, especially
when the body is not in session. And unless a
group is formed for that purpose, problems
with rules will not be solved, she added.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville) said
she supports the bill because the proposed
group would not be as large as the old com-
mission, which she said tried to do too much.

But Rep. Phil Krinkie (R-Shoreview) dis-
agreed, saying that forming another panel of
legislators isn’t necessarily going to make a
difference.

HF281 now moves to the House floor.

The death of an infant is a wrenching trag-
edy, but the real trauma for one Twin Cities
family began when they attempted to make
funeral arrangements.

In tearful testimony before the House Health
and Human Services Policy Committee
Feb. 2, Gedaliah Oppen told the story of how
his daughter, Chana Malka Oppen, died un-
expectedly at home in January 1998.

After bearing the initial wave of grief, the
family began making plans for a funeral only

HEALTH

No faith in autopsies

to discover to their horror that the Hennepin
County Medical Examiner’s Office had
planned an autopsy.

Autopsiesare forbidden in the Oppen’s Jew-
ish faith, which also teaches thata body should
be buried within 24 hours of death. For the
next three days, the family was caught in a
swirl of court activity trying to prevent the
autopsy, recover their infant’s body, and get
on with the funeral and ritual mourning pe-
riod — shiva — to follow.

“Our life was in limbo,” Oppen testified to
a hushed committee room. “Those two-and-
a-half days felt like 100 days. Our life was in
ruins.”

The Oppens’attorney, Arnie Frishman, told
the committee the medical examiner was op-
erating within the parameters of the law, but
added that there was no standard to address
religious concerns.

As a compromise, Hennepin County offi-
cials agreed to conduct MRI and CT scans of
the body, both noninvasive procedures. No
evidence of anything unusual was found and
Frishman thought his clients’ nightmare was
over.

But it took one final court appearance dur-
ing which Frishman argued that there was no
compelling interest on the part of the state to
delay release of the body.

“The Oppenswere repeatedly forced to come
to court when they should have been mourn-
ing,” Frishman said. “They paid a real human
price.”

To prevent similar problems in the future,

Gedaliah Oppen, left, testifies about the legal mess he faced when he tried to bury his infant daughter
according to the laws of his religion. He appeared before the House Health & Human Services Policy
committee Feb. 2 in support of a bill that would provide religious exemptions for otherwise mandated
autopsies. With him were, from left, attorney Arnie Frishman, Rabbi Moshe Turia Lieff, and Rabbi Moshe

Feller.

Rep. Jim Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park) is spon-
soring a bill (HF217) that would prohibit
dissection or autopsy from being performed
onadeceased personifthe procedureisagainst
the deceased person’s religious beliefs.

The bill would also establish standards for
how dissections and autopsies are to be per-
formed in such situations and create a proce-
dure for coroners and medical examiners to
seek court authorization to perform medical
procedures that run against religious beliefs.

“We feel like we were stripped of our rights
to act on what we believe,” Oppen said. “This
bill is too late for our daughter.”

Garry Peterson, Hennepin County Medical
Examiner, told the committee his office faces
similar situations on a regular basis and added
that he’ll never forget this case.

He said his county has about 3,200 deaths
per year and autopsies are performed in about
635 cases. He said the decision to do an au-
topsy is always a “balancingact,” weighing the
interests of families with the interests of the
state.

If his department didn’t do an autopsy and
missed a potentially deadly disease that could
spread, Peterson said no one would be prop-
erly served.

He said his fear regarding the bill is that
families potentially could veto an inquiry. The
medical examiner is the one best trained to
make the determination, he argued.

Rep. Richard Mulder (R-Ivanhoe), a physi-
cian and county medical examiner, said he
understands the situation and believes some-
thing should be done about it, but he shares
Peterson’s concerns.

He said he will work to find a mechanism in
law that would assure the rights of the family
and protect the rights of the state.

The committee took no action, but it is
expected consider the matter again this
session.

Spouses caring for spouses

Lawmakers are considering a measure that
would allow medical professionals to receive
state payment— in very specific circumstances
— to care for their own spouses.

Certain qualified spouses would be allowed
to provide private-duty nursing care, under a
bill discussed Feb. 2 by the House Health and
Human Services Policy Committee.

Rep. BillHaas (R-Champlin), the bill’s spon-
sor, told committee members the story of a
family in his district — a husband, wife, and
three children.

Haas said the woman worked out of the
home as a nurse and her husband played the
“Mr. Mom” role. One day, the husband
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suffered an accident and became paralyzed,
requiring nearly around-the-clock care from
a registered nurse.

Because of a shortage of nurses, the firm
that coordinates his care often calls his wife at
the last minute and advises her that nobody is
available for the upcoming shift.

Haas said the wife is forced to call in to her
work at the last minute and then find drop-in
day care service for the children, all under the
age of four.

Because the woman cannot be paid by the
care provider under state law, she loses a day
of pay and incurs additional child care costs.

Haas said the couple’s church hasbeen help-
ing out, but he said that something has to be
done to make the situation more equitable.

Under provisions of the bill, the spouse
would have to bealicensed nurse employed by
aMedicare-certified home health agency to be
paid by the state and could collect for only a
limited number of hours. The spouse also
would have to pass a criminal background
check.

The bill was tabled to consider additional
issues, including one raised by Rep. Richard
Mulder (R-Ivanhoe). Mulder said a similar
instancearose in his district, but the care being
provided was to a child and not a spouse.

Haas was notaverse to making a change, but
he said he wasn’t sure of the ramifications of
the change.

The bill (HF60) is expected to come up for
further discussion.

Bed rail bill advances

A bill that would spell out when Minnesota
nursing home patients could have bed rails
was approved Feb. 2 by the House Health and
Human Services Finance Committee.

The bill (HF40), sponsored by Rep.
Fran Bradley (R-Rochester), aims to affirm
the rights of patients and their families when
dealing with nursing homes, doctors, and the
state health department.

Bradley told committee members that the
bill needed to be heard and acted upon quickly
because people are suffering “very real
injuries.”

Many nursing homes limited bed rail use
last year, after the state health department
began fining facilities for what the department
feared were improper uses of restraints. A
federal law prohibits using bed restraints, in-
cluding rails, in cases that put patients in
“immediate jeopardy.”

Butsome families and doctors became con-
cerned that patients were actuallybeing placed
in more danger without the rails in place as
safety devices.
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Under Bradley’s bill, nursing homes would
be directed to follow a physician’s prescrip-
tion for physical restraints. The physical safety
of a resident would be included as a medical
symptom sufficient to warrant a prescription
for bed rails.

Bradley said if the bill becomes law, there is
a slight risk that the federal government may
eliminate about $2 million in payments made
to the state through Medicare.

He added that he is planning to travel to
Washington, D.C. soon to garner additional
information on that issue.

The bill now moves to the Health and
Human Services Policy Committee.

Volunteer ambulance crews

If you live in rural Minnesota and need
emergency medical services, the person who
responds will most likely be a highly trained
volunteer.

Volunteer ambulance personnel constitute
about 70 percent of allambulance crews in the
state, yet a sufficient definition of exactly who
is a volunteer doesn’t exist in state law.

That would be remedied under a bill
(HF214) approved Feb. 2 by the House Health
and Human Services Policy Committee.

Rep.Kevin Goodno (R-Moorhead), thebill’s
sponsor, told the committee that the need for
a definition grew out of a legal debate over
wage and hour laws.

A volunteer for a rural Minnesota ambu-
lance service filed suit claiming he was an
employee and not a volunteer, and thus en-
titled to at least minimum wage.

Under Goodno’sbill, “volunteer ambulance
attendant” would be a person who provides
emergency medical services for a licensed
ambulance service, does not expect pay, and
does not depend on the provision of these
services to earn a living.

However, a person could be considered a
volunteer even if they receive an hourly sti-
pend for actual services provided, as long as
the amount of the stipend is not over $3,000
annually.

O.]. Doyle, an emergency medical services
consultant from Apple Valley, testified that
although the bill seems technical in nature, it
is very important.

“If indeed it is determined that those cur-
rently identified as volunteer ambulance at-
tendants must be paid minimum wage and
overtime, it may cause a serious financial crisis
throughout rural Minnesota,” he said.

He estimated that if the state’s 230 volun-
teer services were forced to pay salaries, it
would cost $20 million annually. He said cur-
rent practice is to compensate volunteers on a

per run basis, usually just enough to cover a
meal or similar expense.

Volunteer emergency service workers are
covered under worker’s compensation pro-
grams and are also entitled to death benefits
coverage.

Rep. Richard Mulder (R-Ivanhoe) stressed
the importance of retaining the volunteers,
adding that in his area of the state, the ambu-
lance service can go a week or more without a
call.

“You can’t afford to have full-time people
sitting around and waiting for a call,” Mulder
stressed.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

Health department budget ills

A convergence that proved to be anything
but harmonic hit the Minnesota Department
of Health in 1998, leaving it with a projected
budget shortfall of $5 million.

Kelli Johnson, who was at the time acting
commissioner for the department, told the
House Health and Human Services Finance
Committee Jan. 29 that any of a number of
occurrences during the year, taken separately,
wouldn’t have posed a problem.

“Wewere looking at the issues in isolation,”
said Johnson, who was acting commissioner
prior to Jan Malcolm assuming duties Feb. 1.

A large portion of the shortfall, which rep-
resents about two percent of the department’s
$243 million budget, arose from increased
overhead costs, particularly lease and reloca-
tion expenses.

Johnson explained that when a lease for
existing office space in St. Paul’s Midway area
expired, the opportunity tolease coveted space
in downtown St. Paul arose. Although it was
more costly, it helped meet the department’s
location goals.

The increased lease expenses and moving
expenses account for about $4 million of the
shortfall.

Responding to questioning by Rep.
Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan), Johnson explained
that department divisions formerly housed at
a University of Minnesota site were also relo-
cated downtown, which freed up space to
accommodate renovation of the U of M build-
ing, which is owned by the state.

Another $560,000 was winnowed from the
department’s budget to help pay for adminis-
tering federal grants.

Johnson said fewer federal grants include a
stipend for administration, necessitating that
money to facilitate the grant must come from
state revenue.

To help balance the budget, the department



eliminated 50 positions, although 21 of those
were already vacant. A search for anew budget
director for the department was launched and
fiscal monitoring implemented.

Department official Ryan Church told the
committee that none of the actions taken jeop-
ardized any of the services or grants the de-
partment administers.

Lawmakers were particularly concerned that
money appropriated for specific programs,
such as breast and cervical cancer screening,
was not used to plug the administrative
budget.

Johnson said that was not the case.

The shortfall will probably require an ap-
propriation of an additional $2 million to the
department’s budget, and Johnson warned
that the problem may not be solved.

The lack of administration money for fed-
eral grants and the challenges the state is fac-
inginacompetitive labor market will continue
to be factors in the department’s budget, she
said.

The committee took no action on the
matter.

W) HIGHER EDUCATION

State colleges seek hike

Morrie Anderson, chancellor of the Minne-
sota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU),
threw the first pitch Jan. 29 in his organization’s
request for an 18-percent budget increase.

Anderson presented an overview of the
53-campus MnSCU system to the House
Higher Education Finance Committee as part
of its upcoming biennial budget request.

MnSCU includes all of the four-year state
universities and the two-year technical and
community colleges. The system is governed
by a 15-member board of trustees, appointed
by the governor.

The merger of the three school systems was
directed by the Legislature in 1991 and went
into effect in 1995. Thirty-six institutions of-
fer 3,650 programs to about 230,000 students
each year.

“Wehavealittle bit of something for almost
everybody,” Anderson said.

For the 2000-01 biennium, MnSCU will ask
the Legislature for a $230.6 million increase
over its adjusted base budget of $1.01 billion.
If granted, the request would be an 18-percent
increase of the total MnSCU budget.

State funding accounts for about 46 percent
of the system’s budget. Student tuition pro-
vides almost 28 percent, and various grants
and investments make up the rest.

In 1997, MnSCU received a two-year bud-
get of more than $1 billion from the Legisla-

ture, with funds dedicated toward technology
improvements, the strengthening of teacher
education, and the creation of targeted indus-
try programs to address worker shortages in
the state.

In his overview, Anderson told the commit-
tee that MnSCU’s graduates constitute 19.5
percent of Minnesota’s workforce. He detailed
the system’s three goals on which its 2000-01
budgetrequestisfocused: students, economic
development, and competitiveness.

Attracting high schools graduates to the
MnSCU system will be a top concern,
Anderson said.

“We need to do a better job on that,” he
said.

In 1997, MnSCU institutions converted to a
uniform semester system. There was a 4.3
percent decline in fall 1998 enrollment that
officials partly attribute to the shift to semes-
ters. MnSCU’s budget request contains $25.5
million to cover those losses.

MnSCU officials will return in mid-Febru-
ary to formally present their budget request.

Good sports

Members of the North Branch girlstennisteam
sign autographs for their fans. The team
attended a rally along with hundreds of other
Minnesota students, coaches, and teachers at
the National Girlsand Women in Sports Day at
the Capitol Feb 4.

m HUMAN SERVICES

Demographics and new demands

The number of Minnesotans over age 65
will double between 2000 and 2030, and pro-
viding adequate services for those seniors will
increasingly test the resourcefulness of state
agencies.

That was the message to lawmakers from
Maria Gomez, assistant commissioner of the
Minnesota Department of Human Services.
Gomez, who coordinates the department’s
Aging Initiative, spoke to the House Health
and Human Services Finance Committee
Feb. 1.

By 2030, Gomez said, one out of every four
Minnesotans will be older than 65, compared
to one out of every eight today.

Those seniors will have fewer children to
help provide them with support, and most of
them won’t have personal financial reserves
because they’re not saving sufficiently now.

All of that means the roughly $1 billion
spenton senior programs annually could soon
be insufficient.

Gomez said the services provided are con-
sidered a “safety net.” She told the committee
that keeping as many people as possible from
needing that help will be a key to maintaining
it.

“We can’t afford everyone dropping into
our safety net,” Gomez said. “There’s not
enough money in the world for that.”

Of particular immediate concern is that the
bulk of state funding today is spent on nursing
homes. Those facilities receive about three-
quarters of the state’s total spending on senior
programs.

Yet, Gomez said, only 58,000 of the state’s
estimated 600,000 seniors are served by those
facilities. The state needs to spend more money
trying to keep seniors in their homes or apart-
ments and should find ways to encourage
more people to purchase long-term care in-
surance, she said.

Rep. Jim Seifert (R-Woodbury) said those
reforms would be difficultbecause not enough
wage-earners today have a “savings attitude.”

“There’sno way we can regulate that feature
of a person’s life,” he added. “It’s a huge
problem.”

Gomez said that the state’s relatively high
institutional occupancy rate is directly related
to the lack of affordable housing options that
provide support to older persons who can no
longer live alone but who do not need medical
care and 24-hour help.

“We need to think creatively about ways to
combine the many funding streams available

February 5, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 11



to develop new housing options for older per-
sons who need some supervision,” Gomez
added.

The committee took no action on the
matter.

i

LAW

Extending malpractice limits

Following emotional testimony on the
effects of medical malpractice, members of
the House Civil Law Committee approved
Feb. 1 a compromise bill (HF56) that would
extend the time allowed to file a medical mal-
practice case.

Current law requires that lawsuits dealing
with medical malpractice must be initiated
within two years of the occurrence of the
malpractice. The bill would allow up to four
years to take legal action.

Bill sponsor Rep. Henry Todd Van Dellen
(R-Plymouth) said that his bill wouldn’t
change the standard for malpractice, it would
just allow cases to move forward.

“It would simply give the injured Minneso-
tans, and there are a lot of them, their day in
court,” he said.

Mary Beth May, 21, told committee mem-
bers that she started reporting headaches to
her doctor as a middle school student eight
years ago. Although May saw the doctor 12
times over the next three years, complaining
of migraines, the doctor simply diagnosed
them as tension headaches and prescribed
anti-inflammatory medication.

After May moved to Colorado, doctors dis-
covered and removed a lemon-sized brain
tumor. She spent the next six months in reha-
bilitation, but doctors have told her that she
may never fully recover. May currently has
difficulty speaking and has to use a wheel-
chair.

Because the alleged malpractice occurred
well beyond the boundaries of the two-year
statute of limitation, May doesn’t have a case
against the Minnesota doctor who misdiag-
nosed her illness.

May didn’t hide her anger at the physician.

“Every day is a difficult day,” she said. “And
so much of it could have been avoided if he
had done his job.Igave him everything thathe
needed, and he should have realized some-
thing was wrong. Because of that I am stuck in
a chair. Something should happen to him.”

MichaelMiller of Minnetonka told the com-
mittee that if doctors had caught his wife’s
breast cancer in time she might still be alive.

His wife had a malignant lump removed in
1992. Doctors misread alab report, and didn’t
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prescribe further radiation or chemotherapy
treatment. When the cancer returned in 1996,
Miller and his wife sought a second opinion
about a prescribed bone marrow transplant,
and discovered the error made in 1992. She
passed away last year.

Miller said the lesson he learned was that
youneed to get several opinions if you want to
guard against malpractice. He said without
some way to recover for malpractice, everyone
will realize that they have to guard themselves.

“If we stay the way we are, the costs are
going to skyrocket when patients realize the
price they have to pay to get an accurate re-
port,” he said.

Initially, Van Dellen’s bill would have set
the deadline to file a case at two years from the
discovery of the malpractice, not from the
occurrence of the malpractice as with the cur-
rent law. The bill would have placed a six-year
limit from the occurrence of the malpractice.

But Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester) of-
fered and the committee accepted a compro-
mise amendment that simply extends the
current two-year law to four years.

Several medical organizations that initially
opposed the bill said that they could live with
the compromise.

Rep. Betty Folliard (DFL-Hopkins) — who
is also sponsoring a bill (HF42) to change the
statute of limitation for medical malpractice
— spoke in favor of Van Dellen’s bill.

Last year, two bills extending the malprac-
tice deadline were approved by the House
Judiciary Committee, but both stalled before
reaching the House floor. Both Van Dellen
and Folliard were involved in last year’s
efforts.

Members of the House Health and Human
Services Policy Committee approved the bill
Feb. 4. The bill now goes to the House floor.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Government taxing government

Minnesota cities and counties collect prop-
erty taxes, a portion of which is in turn used to
help pay state sales taxes on some purchases
made by the municipal governments.

Ending that practice was the topic of discus-
sion Jan. 29 when the House Taxes Commit-
tee considered a bill sponsored by Rep.
Bill Haas (R-Champlin).

Haas’ proposal (HF52) would exempt sales
to all local governments from sales tax. It
would scrap a laundry list of items that are
specifically exempted under current law and
replace it with a blanket exemption.

Purchases by state agencies would still be

subject to sales tax.

Haas, who said he’s been working on this
legislation for five years, told the committee
that the Legislature initially approached the
cities and counties with the idea of making
them subject to sales taxin 1991 when the state
was desperately trying to balance its budget.
Haas was mayor of Champlin at the time.

In exchange, the state would establish a
local government trust fund with a portion of
the revenue collected.

Haas said the sales tax was particularly oner-
ous in disaster situations, such as those faced
by several cities and counties last year after
storms ravaged many communities.

Sales taxes paid annually range from thou-
sands of dollars by small cities to hundreds of
thousands of dollars by larger cities and
counties.

If the bill passes, the state would lose about
$175 million in revenue over the next
biennium.

Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris) said he
supports the idea but voiced concerns about
how the cities would use the windfall. He said
he believes the money should be rebated di-
rectly to residents and not “lost in the shuffle”
of city and county finances.

Haas said that mostlikely theamounts saved
would be absorbed directly by the local bod-
ies, allowing them to hold the line or reduce
property tax levies.

The bill received support from a host of
entities that represent cities and counties, but
not from committee chair Rep. Ron Abrams
(R-Minnetonka).

Abrams said local government bodies were
given the choice of paying income tax or tak-
ing a steep cut in state aid and they chose the
former.

He said a number of other groups were
harmed when the state was short of revenue in
the early 1990s and that nothing has been
done to make them whole.

Hehinted thathe would support expanding
the existing exemptions to include bonded
projects, such as water towers and other essen-
tial services, but not projects that compete
directly with the private sector.

Haas said he would also like to see certain
equipment, such as snow plows, included in
the exemptions, if his proposal fails.

The bill will be considered for inclusion in
this year’s omnibus tax bill.

If you will be visiting the Capitol
in the near future, call the
Capitol Historic Site Program
at (651) 296-2881
to schedule a tour.




TECHNOLOGY

Tax computers need upgrade

Replacing the outdated computer system
used at the Minnesota Department of Rev-
enue would notonlyincrease the department’s
efficiency, it would benefit taxpayers as well.

That’s what Bev Driscoll, assistant commis-
sioner of the department, told the House Taxes
Committee Jan. 28.

In an age when information travels at light
speed, the department is using programs de-
veloped nearly three decades ago for keeping
track of income taxes and taxpayers.

Driscoll told the committee that can lead to
annoying problems. For instance, when a tax-
payer makes an error or an apparent error on
his or her Minnesota income tax return, it can
take up to three years to identify it and contact
the taxpayer for more information.

And if the department determines that a
taxpayer owes additional taxes, the individual
must pay interest and penalties, as well.

Several lawmakers said they believe that is
unfair and asked about waiving interest and
penalties. Driscoll said it isn’t within the power
of the 1,230-employee department to do that,
but that it would be within the power of the
Legislature.

Once a tax return arrives, Driscoll said, it
takes 70 days or more for it to be entered into
the department’s system. Theactual work time
involved is less than 10 minutes, however.

She also said that at any given time, the
department has as many as a half-million in-
valid Social Security numbers in its system.

The age and low level of sophistication of
the computer programs means the state may
not be collecting all the money owed. Driscoll
estimated there are “hundreds of millions of
dollars” in unpaid income taxes, mostly due to
unreported income. That estimate comes from
federal figures and a study completed in
1994-95 by the University of Michigan.

Additionally, the department’s income tax
audit program netted only $30 million in as-
sessments in fiscal year 1997, a figure the
department believes to be low.

Driscoll said the department would receive
approximately $8 million for technology up-
grades under Gov. Jesse Ventura’s proposed
budget. Ventura has requested $85 million in
new funding for state agency information tech-
nology initiatives, including $22 million to
enhance state agencies’ basic information in-
frastructure.

Ventura’s budget also defines a goal of im-
proving online connections between
Minnesota’s citizens and its government.

Driscoll said the department encourages

taxpayers who are eligible to use the tele-
phone-based filing system, but she said that
online filing will not be available for some
time. Online or other alternative filing for-
mats would spare the department from hav-
ing to open the 5.7 million pieces of mail it
receives each year now.

The committee took no action on the

matter.

TOURISM

Little road on the prairie

A road named after one of Minnesota’s
most famous authors might be changing its
ways.

The Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Highway
near Rochester would be rerouted froma U.S.
highway to a county highway, under a pro-
posal approved Feb.4 by the House Transpor-
tation Policy Committee. The bill (HF157) is
sponsored by Rep. Bill Kuisle (R-Rochester).

Currently thespecially designated route runs
through a mostly commercial area on heavily
traveled U.S. highways 14 and 52. If rerouted,
it would use a county road and pass by the
Olmsted County Historical Society, which is
planning to develop exhibits about the famed
pioneer author.

The historical center has a log cabin that
resembles the one in which the Ingalls family
lived. Plans for a prairie restoration project
are underway, and the historical society would
name the prairie in the author’s honor.

The family did not live in the Rochester
area, but Pa Ingalls once worked in Olmsted

County harvest fields. And Laura Ingalls
Wilder is known to have traveled through the
city many times on her trips to neighboring
states.

“If you happen to come down to Rochester
and drive the Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic
Highway, I hope you see what a wise decision
you’ve made,” David Pennington, president
of the historical society’s board of directors,
told committee members.

The bill now moves to the House floor.

License plate plan passed

VETERANS

A bill that would allow surviving spouses of
war veterans to continue purchasing special
veterans license plates was passed by the House
Feb. 2. The vote was 125-1.

The bill (HF77) had stirred enough debate
on the House floor the previous day to be
taken off of the Consent Calendar, a spot
reserved for non-controversial bills.

At that time, Rep. Betty McCollum (DFL-
North St. Paul) had questioned whether the
bill had the support of veterans’ groups, as did
a few other House members.

Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul) also ques-
tioned whether spouses who remarry would
still be eligible for the plates.

And when the House eventually passed the
bill, it included an amendment, offered by
sponsor Rep. Doug Stang (R-Cold Spring),
that would take away the license plate privi-
leges if a veteran’s spouse remarries.

The bill now goes to the Senate.

Displaced workers

David Olson, left, of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, tells the House Jobs & Economic
Development Finance Committee Feb. 3 that he wants the elimination of the tax on businesses
that funds the state’s dislocated workers program. Teamsters official Don Gerdesmeir, center,
and Bill Peterson, of the AFL-CIO, call for the program to remain intact. All three disagree with
the governor’s plan to transfer the program’s funds to the state’s general fund.
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The Ventura Budget . . .

Plan would cut Minnesota taxes, spending, and class sizes

By Grant Martin

Like a line of wrestling fans
standing outside the old St.
Paul Civic Center, Minneso-
tans have been anxiously wait-
ingto see the shape and moves
of their new governor’s
administration.

And the first good look came Jan. 28 when
Gov. Jesse Ventura delivered his much-antici-
pated budget proposal.

Duringapress conference at St. Paul’s World
Trade Center, Ventura called his plan a
“taxpayer’s budget.”

“I come into today’s budget (press confer-
ence) feeling no apprehension,” he said. “We
did a darn good job putting it together.”

The governor’sbudget reflects his three pri-
orities — reducing taxes, improving public
education, and limiting increases in state
spending.

Spending, the governor emphasized, must
be tied to the citizens’ ability to pay.

The proposed 2000-01 budget would hold
increases in state spending to 3.6 percent in
the first year and 3.9 percent in the second
year. When these numbers are adjusted to
account for a proposed vehicle registration
tax reduction, increases in state spending
would only amount to 2.8 percent the first
year and 3.1 percent in the second year.

At the same time, the governor reports, per-
sonal spending is projected to increase 4.4 per-
cent the first year and 4.6 percent the second.

While the governor proposes to hold the
line on state spending, he also recommends
reductions on the revenue side. The budget
includes a one-time $1.1 billion tax rebate
plan for 1999, and would provide $1.37 billion

Acloserlook ...

administration’s budget Jan. 28.

The mechanism for payment would be the
1997 homeowner or renter property tax re-
bate, which most people filed with their 1997
returns but is available until April 1, 1999, to
those who haven’t yet filed. The Department
of Revenue would send the rebates to taxpay-
ers in Aug. 1999 based on tax data already
available — separate tax forms wouldn’t be
required.

The governor’s permanent tax reduction
plan would eliminate the so-called “marriage
penalty” by altering the tax brackets for mar-
ried filers.

The budget would also reduce the lowest
income tax bracket from 6 percent to 5.8
percent the first year and to 5.75 percent the
following year. And the budget would boost
the top end of the lowest tax bracket. Overall,

Where the money comes from

All Other Fees, Charges, Income (4¢)

Liquor, Tobacco Taxes (2¢) Annual Tobacco Payments (1¢)

Motor Vehicle Sales Tax (4¢)
Other Taxes (5¢)

Income Tax (47¢)

Sales Tax (31¢)
Corporate Tax (6¢)

Prop. Tax Aids, Credits (13¢)

Families & Children (2¢)

Where the money goes

Debt Service (3¢)
Other Dedicated Spending (1¢)

State Government (3¢)
Economic Development (2¢)

K-12 Education (33¢)

Transportation (2¢)
Criminal Justice (5¢)

Health & Human Services (23¢)

Higher Education (11¢)
Environment & Natural Resources (2¢)

in permanent and one-time tax cuts over the
next two years.

Ventura’ssales tax rebate plan would return
approximately 35 percent of consumer sales
tax paid by households during 1998 and 1999.
The average rebate would be $390 for a single
filer and $775 for a joint filer.

14 SESSION WEEKLY / February 5, 1999

Source: Executive Budget summary,2000-01,
Office of the Governor.

the plan would lead to an average income tax
reduction of 6 percent.

The governor’s budget also calls for a mo-
tor-vehicleregistration tax cut. The plan would
place a $75 cap on yearly renewals following

Gov. Jesse Ventura listens as his commissioner of revenue, Matt Smith, explains a portion of the new

the initial registration. Under the plan,
45 percent of Minnesota passenger vehicles
would see a reduction in registration tax.

And as promised in Ventura’s campaign,
K-12 education would get a boost under the
governor’s budget. While his plan would in-
crease overall spending by only 3.6 percent in
the first year, K-12 spending would be in-
creased by 5.3 percent.

The total K-12 budget would be $7.7 billion
over the 2000-01 biennium, an increase in
funding of $560.6 million.

Of thatamount, class-size reduction efforts
would see an additional $150 million on top of
the $87 million in annual spending already
dedicated to reductions. The governor wants
to see one teacher for every 17 students in
kindergarten through third grades. School dis-
trictswould be required to report their progress
in this area.

The governor would also include $6 million
to fund a breakfast program for elementary
students and $4 million to provide for addi-
tional instruction time either during or out-
side of school.

The governor’s plan would provide $258
million to increase the general funding for-
mula by 2.5 percent each year of the budget.
The increase would mean an additional $88
per student in 2000 and $182 per student in
2001.

With the increases in K-12 funding, the
governor’s plan would boost the state’s share
of education funding, relieving pressure on
local property taxes. Laws passed in 1998 will
increase the state’s share from 66 percent in

Continued on page 18



Unpopular Program . . .

Plan to scrap emissions testing gathers momentum

By Sarah Hallonquist

Motorists in the metro area
may soon have one less er-
rand to run before renewing
their license tabs next year.

Rep. Barb Haake (R-
Mounds View) is sponsoring
a bill (HF7) that would end
the motor-vehicle emissions inspection pro-
gram, signed into law in 1988 by then-Gov.
Rudy Perpich.

The law was created in response to a U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) find-
ing that the seven-county metro area’s carbon
monoxide level exceeded federal and state
standards. The program went into effect in
mid-1991 forall vehicles built after 1976. Only
vehicles used in the metro area are required to
undergo inspections.

In 1995, then-Gov. Arne Carlson signed a
bill that exempted new cars up to five years old
from emissions testing. That measure cut by
one-third the number of vehicles required to
undergo inspection each year.

Haake’s bill, which has the support of the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
as well as much of the public, was approved
Feb. 2 by the House Transportation Policy
Committee. The bill would eliminate the pro-
gram by July 1, 2000.

Paul Ryan of Burnsville told committee
members about the emissions inspections for
his 1988 Nissan Pathfinder.

“Ireally want to tell my story,” he said. “I've
been frustrated since 1992.”

Ryan said that when his vehicle was four
years old, it failed an inspection. But he soon
discovered that revving his engine during test-
ing could make his car pass.

From his experiences, Ryan concluded that
emissions testing only measures vehicles at
certain moments in time. Repairs required for
passage only help car owners for a brief period
of time, he said, adding that he thinks the
inspection program is not reliable.

“Even if they say my vehicle is an exception,
the system does not work,” Ryan said.

Rep. Carol Molnau (R-Chaska) agreed with
Ryan. She said her family owns a 1983
Chevrolet Citation and that before she brings
itinto the emissions testingsite, she drivesitat
55 mph for about five minutes. That strategy,
Molnau said, helps ensure the car passes the
emissions inspection.

Emissions inspections cost $8 per vehicle
and are assessed as part of vehicle registration.

Acloserlook....

i

—

Emissions tests, such as the one being performed here, would no longer be required by state law under
a bill approved by the House Transportation Poicy Committee Feb. 2.

There are nine testing sites in the metro area.
In 1991, there were 11 sites, but two closed
(White Bear Lake and Brooklyn Park) after
the 1995 law reduced the number of vehicles
needing testing.

According to the MPCA, nearly 400,000
tons of carbon monoxide have been kept from
the air since the emissions inspection pro-
gram began. And air quality measurements
last fall showed that the metro area is not in
violation of the federal carbon monoxide
standards.

Because of last fall’s lower carbon monox-
ide level, the state agency submitted a request
to the EPA last year asking that Minnesota’s
air quality be brought back up to attainment
status. Attainment means that federal carbon
monoxide levels in the air have been met.

MPCA officials are hopeful the federal
agency will grant their request later this year.
But other groups disagree with the pollution
control agency’s findings.

Phoenix-based EnviroTest Systems is a pri-
vate firm contracted to perform the emissions
testing. Leo Carroll, the company’s vice presi-
dent, told committee members that he op-
poses terminating the program.

Carroll said he doesn’t think air quality has
beenimproved enough yet, and that the grow-
ing population and increasing congestion in
the metro area will only worsen the carbon
monoxide levels in the air, especially if the
emissions testing program is repealed.

He also warned the committee that federal
transportation funds could be jeopardized.
The EPA has the authority to direct the U.S.
Department of Transportation to withhold
money from states that violate air quality stan-
dards. Carroll presented air quality data that
conflicted with MPCA'’s data.

“Ifyou get rid of this program, then you put
your federal highway funds at risk,” he said.

Pat Bursaw, of the Minnesota Department
of Transportation, said the federal money
could conceivably be withheld if the state did
not reach attainment status with the EPA.

However, she said those funds would only
be withheld from the area that was in violation
ofair quality standards. Since the metro areais
subject to the emissions inspections, rural high-
ways would not be affected, which eased some
legislators’ minds.

Bursaw said the timing of the bill would be
an important factor in determining whether
funds would be at risk. For fiscal 1999, Bursaw
estimated those funds to be about $117 mil-
lion.

Gov. Jesse Ventura’s biennial budget pro-
posal also calls for the repeal of the emissions
inspection program, contingent upon EPA
approval. Under the governor’s budget, the
program would be repealed as of Aug. 1.

The bill now moves to the House Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Policy
Committee. 8.,
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Budget Forum . ..

Three parties, three visions,and hopes to find consensus

By Grant Martin

Companion,” you might have been

disappointed.

Although known worldwide as the spot
where Garrison Keillor delivers the news from
Lake Wobegon, St. Paul’s Fitzgerald Theater
was ground zero of the state budget debate on
the evening of Feb. 1.

In a forum sponsored by Minnesota Public
Radio, the leaders of the state’s tri-partisan
government — Gov. Jesse Ventura, Senate
Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine),
and House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon)
— discussed the two-year budget.

In his opening statements, Ventura called his
proposed budget “reform and centrist.” He said
his goal is to limit the growth of government.

“We realize that there’s a place for govern-
ment, but we realize that we shouldn’t be
expanding its role in our lives,” he said.

I f you were expecting “The Prairie Home

Sviggum said that the governor’s budget
has too little in the way of tax cuts and too
much in the way of spending. But he said
House Republicans are committed to finding
common ground.

“Wearewillingtoworkwith you,” Sviggum said.

As the topic moved to tax rebate plans,
Ventura criticized the House Republican plan
outlined in HF1. Under that plan, Minnesota
taxpayers would get a rebate based on income
tax paid in 1997.

“In an income tax rebate, you are going to
hit 300,000 less families who would partici-
pate in the sales tax rebate,” Ventura said. He
argued that under the House Republican plan,
rebates would be taxed by the federal govern-
ment. He also said that the Republican plan
would provide a rebate to non-Minnesotans
who receive an income in the state.

“I just think that the sales tax rebate is the
smarter way to go,” he said.

House Speaker Steve Sviggum, second from left, emphasizes a point on one aspect of Gov.
Jesse Ventura's proposed budget during a Minnesota Public Radio-sponsored forum at St. Paul’s
Fitzgerald Theater Feb. 1. Ventura, right, and Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe also participated. Gary
Eichten, left, of Minnesota Public Radio, moderated the event.

Ventura said that lobbyists and special in-
terests were not included in budget consider-
ations. He said that his proposal aims at
creating a streamlined state government.

“We wanted to do what was necessary, not
necessarily what was nice,” he said.

Moe said the governor and the Senate DFLers
are “onthesame page.” However, therearesome
points of disagreement, specifically the $10 mil-
lion in the governor’s proposal to assist farmers
and Ventura’s plan to repeal last year’s law that
spends surplus cash for bonding projects.

“Certainly, we don’t think there’s adequate
resources for the farm crisis we are facing,”
Moe said. “And we don’t think we should be
spending the bonding money.”
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Sviggum said that under the income tax
rebate, 150,000 more people would collect a
rebate than under Ventura’s plan. He also said
that two-thirds of taxpayers receiving rebates
under the Republican plan would not be taxed
by the federal government because those
people do notitemize their federal tax returns.

And Sviggum said that the income tax re-
bate plan is more fair because the rebates are
more proportional to amounts paid.

“It does seem to be fair to get the dollars to
the people who paid,” he said.

Sviggum challenged the total amount of the
governor’s rebate. Under the Republican
$1.1billion rebate plan, the first tobacco settle-
ment payments would be counted as surplus,

and would be returned.

The governor’s $1.1 billion plan, however,
would not count these payments as surplus.
Instead, his plan calls for the repeal of 1998 law
that uses $400 million of surplus funds for bond-
ing projects. A cash-to-bonding plan (HF209)
failed on the House floor Jan. 28. Without that
piece of legislation, Sviggum said, the Ventura
plan would fall considerably short.

Moe said he favors the Ventura sales tax
rebate. He said that it would benefit middle-
income earners, that it would affect a broader
range of taxpayers, and that the rebate caps are
reasonable. Moe also supports the governor’s
proposal to use the tobacco payments to cre-
ate endowments. Under the Ventura budget,
$1.3 billion from the tobacco settlement would
be set aside in an endowment to fund health
and community initiatives.

Ventura believes that these endowments
would be a wise investment of a one-time
windfall.

“The principal of that money will always be
there,” hesaid. “Wewill only spend the interest.”

Sviggum disagreed. He said that the basis of
the lawsuit was that the taxpayers were forced
to shoulder the health care cost of smokers;
therefore, taxpayers should be repaid.

“It just seems to me to make common sense
that the dollars go back to the premise,” he said.
“It goes back to the taxpayers who overpaid.”

Sviggum also said that the settlement in-
cludes $202 million that must go to programs
that assist smokers. He wants the state to see
how it will handle those funds before commit-
ting even more.

Fitting to the venue, a member of the audi-
ence asked the panel about proposed funding
cuts for public radio contained in the
governor’s budget.

Under Ventura’s budget plan, subsidies for
public radio and public television would be
phased out over the next three years.

Moeand Sviggum agreed that the governor’s
plan mightbe too sweeping. Both said it would
leave some areas of the state without radio or
television service.

Addressing the audience member, who said
sheis “addicted” to public radio, Ventura said
that the burden of public radio should fall
upon those who use it, not the entire state.

“If you love public radio, then contribute,”
he said. That comment prompted an audible
response from several in the audience.

“We do!” they replied.

“Well, then contribute a little more,”
Ventura responded. @,



Capitol Forum Series . . .

Lawmakers hear Microsoft exec.describe the road ahead

By Jon Fure

Advances in computer tech-
nology will make businesses
moreefficientand more prof-
itable in the near future, ac-
cording to a Microsoft
executive.

JonDeVaan, vice president
of Microsoft’s desktop appli-
cations division and a former
Minnesota legislative intern,
said that same technology can
dramatically improve how governments op-
erate.

DeVaan spoke to lawmakers and staff at the
Minnesota History Center Feb. 3 as part of this
year’s Capitol Forum series, sponsored by the
McKnight Foundation and Minnesota Tech-
nology, Inc.

DeVaan made several predictions related to
the use of technology and its potential effects
on government in the next five years.

His predictions focused on how increased
performance of computer hardware and soft-
ware will lead to reduced costs of doing busi-
ness.

Among the benefits to businesses will be
more opportunities to purchase products di-
rectly from producers, instead of through
“middle people,” he said. Small businesses
will be able to expand, creating opportunities
for growth and new jobs.

Internetinfrastructure willimprove, he said,
with dramatically higher speed capacity. Tele-
phone and cable television companies will
soon be introducing technology that will ac-
commodate more users on the Internet, and
information will be accessible faster. He de-
scribed wireless high-speed connectivity as a
“dark horse” technology set to develop rap-
idly.

Business on the Internet will increase by 500
percent, DeVaan predicted, and the number
of personal Internet users will double, bring-
ing the number of households with Internet
access to 80 million.

One reason some companies or people do
not use the Internet is because of the paradox
between easy access and privacy. While shop-
ping or banking on the Internet is convenient,
many fear it also creates opportunities for
hackers to gain access to personal or corporate
accounts. DeVaan predicts those issues will be
resolved.

Also, computer prices will continue to drop,
he said, which will enable more and more
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Microsoft’s Jon DeVaan apprises lawmakers and
staff of potential benefits from anticipated
advances within the computer industry. DeVaan
spoke at the Minnesota History Center Feb.3 as
part of the 1999 Capitol Forum series.

people to afford the new technology. High
performance personal computers are now
available for less than $500, he said, and he
expects those prices to continue to drop.
DeVaan said personal computers will soon be
able to do all tasks necessary for business,
including those that are now done by larger
computers.

Software capability will also continue to
grow, DeVaan said. He said he could not
describe all the advances we will see in the next
five years, comparing it to looking at the first
“horseless carriage” in the early 1900s and
trying to imagine freeways.

One example he showed was an “e-book,”
which is about the size of one hardcover book
but contains five books using only a fraction
ofits capacity. DeVaan took several thick books
from behind the podium, slammed them on a
table.

“You can choose to have your information

hereor,” hesaid, holding up the e-book, “here.”

The effects of technology on government,
particularly for legislators, will be an “amaz-
ing access to information and low-cost pub-
lishing,” DeVaan said.

He recommended that every legislator have
an official Web site because it will enable them
to get their message directly to constituents.
The effects will include new levels of public
participation and improved service to con-
stituents.

DeVaan described legislators as “power
knowledge workers,” who have to communi-
cate with a large number of people every day.

After the presentation, several audience
members asked questions about DeVaan’s
predictions and other technology issues. Rep.
Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center) asked
if prices of laptop computers will drop along
with those of desktop computers.

DeVaan said higher-end features tend to be
added to laptop computers, which keeps the
prices higher than desktop models, but prices
aredropping. When they were first developed,
somelaptops cost more than $10,000, whereas
now they are available for $1,500 to $6,000.

When another audience member asked if
DeVaan could predict the outcome of a pend-
ing anti-trust lawsuit against Microsoft,
DeVaan replied, “I predict that I shouldn’t
answer that question.”

However, he added that there will probably
be an appeal regardless of the outcome and
that the matter will ultimately be decided by
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Michael O’Keefe, newly appointed com-
missioner of the Department of Human Ser-
vices, said the improvements in software have
required constantlearning and relearning, and
he asked, “Is it ever going to stop?”

“Our potential is limited only by our imagi-
nation, and I hope you can appreciate that we
haven’t imagined everything yet,” DeVaan
said. “It is our work to be improving (soft-
ware) all the time. One of the things that drives
us is to make it simpler to allow more people
to use it.”

He later addressed legislators in the audi-
ence and said, “We’ll stop changing software
when you stop passing laws.” @,

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us
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New Members . ..

Mahoney working for bright future on the East Side

By Sarah Hallonquist

A self-described “street fighter,” Rep.
Tim Mahoney (DFL-St. Paul) said he is get-
ting to know some different rules to work in
the Legislature.

“The East Side kid in me
sometimes has to learn to
| shut the door and take a
| deep Dbreath,” said
Mahoney, 45, who was
| bornandraisedinSt.Paul’s
East Side neighborhood.
He has lived there all but
nine years of his life.

A seat in the Legislature is a switch for
Mahoney, a union pipe fitter with the St. Paul
Pipefitters Local 455. After graduating from
Harding High School in 1971, he attended
St. Paul Technical College. He has done work
in all kinds of buildings, from nuclear reactor
sites to apartment complexes to the Judicial
Center in the Capitol complex.

He said he’s prepared for a lot of on-the-
job-training as a lawmaker.

“There’s no road map for this kind of job,”
said Mahoney, who acknowledges that work-
ing behind a desk — rather than carrying a
tool box — each day is something different.

Unlike pipe fitting, he said, legislative work
doesn’talways allow him to know what his day
will entail. So far, Mahoney said his new job
has met and exceeded his expectations. While
overwhelming at times, he’s not intimidated.

“This isn’t supposed to be rocket science,”
he said.

Mahoney’s legislative priorities reflect his
strong connection to his district. During his

Rep. Tim Mahoney

campaign, he championed causes such as
neighborhood and school safety, affordable
housing, public education, and economic de-
velopment. Many of those issues are key to the
East Side, where many low- and moderate-
income families live.

“It warms your heart to think you can have
an impact,” he said. “Very few people get to
say that.”

In the House, Mahoney wants to work on
efforts to reduce youth crime and increase
economic development in areas throughout
the state. He also wants to help the growing
community of Southeast Asian immigrants in
his district.

The East Side includes Swede Hollow, an
areathatwashome to manyimmigrant groups
over the years. First, European immigrants
including Swedes and Germans lived in the
area. Later immigrant groups to live in Swede
Hollow came from Mexico and Central
America.

The ramshackle housing was cleared from
the hollow years ago, but Mahoney sees the
example of those earlier immigrant groups as
an indication of what is possible for current
newcomers to his district. He said today’s
immigrant groups must have atleast the same
chances for success as their predecessors.

“I’'snow the Southeast Asians’ turn to march
through the East Side,” Mahoney said.

He serves on the House Civil Law, Family &
Early Childhood Education, and Crime Pre-
vention committees. He has not introduced
any bills on his own yet because he wants to
learn the process in full “before jumping in
with both feet.” However, he is co-sponsoring
nearly a dozen bills.

When the chance came up last year to run
for the seat being vacated by former Rep.
Jim Farrell, Mahoney jumped at it, knowing it
was a rare opportunity.

“I made the decision to step in and see if I
could help people from my side of town,” he
said.

Farrell, wholost the race for Ramsey County
attorney in November 1998, held the histori-
cally DFL-friendly District 67A seat for four
terms. Mahoney knew the primary race would
be the toughest part of his campaign; he faced
three other Democrats in September 1998.

“I didn’t have any clue I was going to win
until September 15 at about 8:15 p.m.,” he
said of his victory.

Mahoney’s door-knocking, neighborhood
work, and many endorsements paid off in the
general election, too. He beat out the Repub-
lican and Reform Party candidates with
59 percent of the vote.

Mahoney is a single parent with two daugh-
ters, ages 11 and 19. During his spare time,
Mahoney keeps busy with home improve-
ments, baking, and reading. He said he’s some-
whatofahistorybuff, with a particular interest
in the Civil War.

District 67A

1995 population: 32,769
Largest city: St. Paul
County: Ramsey
Location: inner city
Top concern: “Youth crime, chemical depen-
dency, child care, and economic development
are really big issues that affect the East Side.”

— Rep. Tim Mahoney

Continued from page 14

1999 to 68.4 percent in 2000. The governor’s
budget would increase that share to 69.6 per-
cent in 2000.

The governor makes several recommenda-
tions concerning the state’s tobacco settle-
ment money. Between this year and 2003, the
state will receive $1.31 billion in one-time
settlement payments and $574 million from
annual payments.

The governor wants lawmakers to view the
settlement payments aside from the normal
state budget considerations, not as general
revenues.

Under the Venturabudget, the $1.31 billion
in payments would be divided for a non-profit
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foundation and three health-related endow-
ments. The funds would be invested so that
the principal would never be touched.

A Minnesota families foundation would be
founded with $600 million of the settlement
money, and would provide grants to organi-
zations promoting independence from gov-
ernment programs.

Another $450 million would create two en-
dowments to fund medical education and re-
search, oneatthe University of Minnesota and
one for statewide institutions. The remaining
$260 million would fund an endowment that
would provide financial assistance to the state’s
49 community health boards.

In his letter accompanying the budget,
Ventura promises voters that his administra-
tion will only grow stronger and its moves
more spectacular as it gets more comfortable
in the political ring.

“This proposal reflects only the initial bud-
get,” he said. “The differences in this
administration’s approach to governing will
be even more evident in future budgets when
I’ve had two years, instead of two months, to
review programs.”



New Members . ..

Whirlwind campaign helps Storm touch down in House

By Jon Fure

When new Rep. Julie Storm (R-St. Peter)
began campaigning for the 1998 House elec-
tion, she told people she had “more energy
than a spring thunder-
storm.”

She couldn’t have
known that soon torna-
does would cause major
destruction throughout
her district, butafter those
disastrous stormsin April
1998, she wondered ifher
words would come back

=

Rep. Julie Storm

to haunt her.

“I'was fearful that it would work against me,
but it worked for me,” she said.

She said she attended as many public meet-
ings and events as possible and knocked twice
oneverydoorin her district— which includes
parts of Nicollet, Le Sueur, and Blue Earth
counties. She said several people she met on
the campaign trail made comments such as,
“Storm — from St. Peter — I can remember
that.”

Thedestructionin Storm’s districtattracted
media attention from around the country.
Many volunteers helped the communities
clean up the damage, and state and federal
governments sent millions of dollars to help
pay for rebuilding efforts.

The publicity also brought a few onlookers
to check out evidence of the power of Mother
Nature. At least one visitor decided that a
Storm campaign sign would make a good
souvenir.

Storm said she received one telephone call

from a man who wanted a new yard sign
because he had given his to a passerby who
asked for it. Although Storm was happy to
replace the sign, she told the man if anyone
else asked for the sign, he should ask if they
wouldn’t mind waiting until after the election.

The outside assistance and the residents’
working together were among the positive
outcomes of the disaster, Storm said. The
neighborly climate wasapparentin many ways,
including two churches — one Lutheran and
one Catholic — sharing a sanctuary while
repairs were made to one of the buildings.
Neighbors were often seen talking and lend-
ing each other a hand.

“Itreally brought the town together,” Storm
said.

Manyhomeownershavebeen repairing their
houses with an eye for restoring historic char-
acter, Storm said. Open front porches and
other vintage features are re-appearing on
homes that have been modernized over the
years. Storm predicts St. Peter will soon look
better than ever.

Her love of historic architecture is apparent
in her business, the Engesser House bed &
breakfast. The Victorian-style home was built
in the 1880s by Joseph Engesser, she said. The
Engesser family came from Germany to starta
brewery, which they operated in St. Peter from
1857 to 1942. Storm and her husband restored
the home and converted it into a bed & break-
fast in 1994.

Storm hasbeen active in the St. Peter Cham-
ber of Commerce and served three years as
chair of the area’s tourism bureau.

Gustavus Adolphus College is St. Peter’s

main attraction, and the city also includes the
Treaty Site History Center, where the Treaty
of Traverse des Sioux and other historic trea-
sures are on display.

Storm has also been president of the Min-
nesota River Valley Scenic Byway Alliance, a
group made up of volunteers and local gov-
ernment representatives that promotes sites
along much of the river valley. The river scen-
ery includes everything from rolling farm-
lands in southern Minnesota to rocky areas
near Granite Falls, and there are many tourist
attractions and recreational areas, she said.

Before moving to St. Peter, Storm owned
and operated her own interior design business
in Florida for 10 years.

Her business background led to her being
chosen as vice chair of the House Jobs and
Economic Development Committee. In that
role, Storm said she hopes to advocate tour-
ism as a way to promote jobs and economic
development, especially in Greater Minne-
sota.

Her primary concerns include returning
the state tax surplus to residents, reducing
class sizes in elementary schools, and increas-
ing state assistance for agriculture.

District 24B

1995 population: 34,922
Largest city: St. Peter
Counties: Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Nicollet
Location: south-central Minnesota
Top concern: “Returning the tax surplus to resi-
dents and increasing the budget for agriculture at
a time when it is needed so much.”

— Rep. Julie Storm
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Prayers for Politicians . . .

House chaplain offers spiritual support for lawmakers

By Paul Wahl
hen the Rev. Lonnie E. Titus
Wof Apple Valley was named
House chaplain, he had onlya
passing familiarity with the position.
But he certainly didn’t expect it to be
controversial.

However, just three days into the
legislative session, a debate over new
House rules included the passage of an
amendment to require that prayers of-
fered by the chaplain and visiting chap-
lains be “nondenominational” and
“reflect the diversity of the House.”

The controversy was sparked by re-
peated references to Jesus Christ in a
song included in opening-day cer-
emonies. Several House members said
the song did not fit the occasion and
they expressed concerns about future
religious references.

Titus, an ordained Assemblies of
God minister, said he doesn’t have a
problem with abiding by the wishes of
the majority who supported the rule
change.

“IfIdo use ‘Jesus’ in a prayer, it will
certainly be unintentional,” said Titus,
adding that it’s difficult to undo a
lifetime of training in a few short
weeks. “Some things you say by de-
fault.”
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An official letter, containing a re-
minder to be circumspect, will be sent
to all visiting House chaplains.

Beyond the issue of prayer content,
Titus said his overriding goal is to be a friend
to House members.

“Those in high positions have high pres-
sures,” Titus said. “Often they don’t know
who their friends are.”

Titus said he believes that eventually every-
one needs God.

“Then people look for a friend, someone
who has expressed selfless friendship, who
doesn’t push his religion but is ready and
willing to be there in time of need,” he said.

Titus first heard of the House chaplain po-
sition last fall after he resigned his position as
executive outreach pastor at Mount Olivet
Assembly of God in Apple Valley to begin his
own independent ministry — called Reaching
Entrepreneurs and Politicians or REAP.

He said his interest in politicians goes back
to his early years pastoring in his native North
Dakota.
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Newly appointed House Chaplain Lonnie E. Titus leads the prayer to
open a House floor session.

One day, when reading a passage in 1 Timo-
thy that encourages Christians to pray “for all
that are in authority,” he felt a twinge of guilt.

“I'was pretty good at criticizing, but not too
good at praying,” Titus said.

He began a daily routine of praying for city,
county, and state officials and began learning
their names and taking an interest in the po-
litical scene.

“Things began to happen,” Titus said, not-
ing that opportunities to interact with public
officials arose, including relationships with
two North Dakota governors — one a Demo-
crat and one a Republican.

Titus grew up in Mohall, N.D., and earned an
associate’sdegreeinbusinessaccountingatNorth
Dakota State University-Bottineau prior to at-
tending Trinity Bible Institutein Ellendale, N.D.,
which is operated by the Assemblies of God.

He served as youth pastor at an Assemblies
of God church in Moorhead, then as senior

pastor for churches in Mott, Kulm,
and Williston, N.D.

He returned to Minnesota in 1994
and served as the national crusade
director for Lowell Lundstrom Min-
istries in Burnsville before joining
Mount Olivet.

He has also served several volunteer
hospital and police chaplaincies, asan
adviser for a battered women’s coun-
cil, and as a National Guard chaplain,
among other community positions.

Before the session began, Titus sub-
mitted his name to a committee that
advanced chaplain choices to House
Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon).
He had strong recommendations
from members of his community,
politicians, and business associates.

“I think they liked my desire to be
supportive of all the legislators,” Titus
said. “I'm not a political person. I can
work with both sides of the aisle.”

Titus said the work is ideal for him
because he doesn’thave commitments
to a church and congregation.

REAP is an independent ministry
outreach dedicated to reaching lead-
ers in the community with a message
of hope and support, Titus said.

He attends a Wednesday morning
Bible study conducted by Rep. Arlon
Lindner (R-Corcoran) and is open to
startingadditional Bible studies at dif-
ferent times to serve the needs of leg-
islators and staff.

In the Minnesota House, the chaplain is
elected — along with other officers — by the
full body.

A chaplain has been a part of the House
since its inception in 1857. John Penman was
the first to serve in that capacity.

Today, the chaplain is paid $1,500 for his
service during the legislative session. Visiting
chaplains, often pastors recommended by
House members, are paid $25. If the House
chaplain offers the prayer, he is paid the $25.

The practice of paying a chaplain with pub-
lic funds has been challenged in the courts on
several occasions. Most recently, in 1983, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a legislative
body retaining a chaplain didn’t violate the
establishment of religion clause of the Bill of
Rights and contended that the opening prayer
was “a part of the fabric of society.” @,



In the Hopper. . . Jan. 29 - Feb.4,1999

Bill Introductions

HF386-HF529

Monday, Feb. 1

HF386—Erickson (R)

Education Policy

State Board of Teaching member con-
firmation process modified.

HF387—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Retailers required to record serial
numbers of goods purchased with a
credit card.

HF388—Nornes (R)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Office of Tourism appropriated
money.

HF389—Nornes (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Fergus Falls tax increment financing
district expenditures authorized.

HF390—Davids (R)

Commerce

Credit union tax exempt provisions
eliminated.

HF391—Seifert, J. (R)

Civil Law

Punitive damages limited in cases in-
volving Food and Drug Administra-
tion approved products or devices.

HF392—Solberg (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Office of Tourism promotional ac-
tivities funded and money
appropriated.

HF393—Finseth (R)
Taxes
Lawful gambling tax rates reduced.

HF394—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Lobbyist reporting requirements
modified and conduit funds
regulated.

HF395—Dawkins (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs
Municipalities required to request a
primary design from the state designer
selection board for certain projects.

HF396—Howes (R)

Taxes

Clothing repair and alterations sales
and use tax exemption provided.

HF397—Knoblach (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State legislator election provided
without party designation.

HF398—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Hubbard County authorized to sell
tax-forfeited land bordering public
water.

HF399—Kielkucki (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Home rule charter and statutory cit-
ies authorized to establish sidewalk
utilities.

HF400—Winter (DFL)

Agriculture Policy

Pork producer emergency support
payments provided and money
appropriated.

HF401—Mulder (R)

Taxes

Agricultural land general education
levy exemption provided and general
education aid increased.

HF402—Finseth (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Secondary vocational program fund-
ing restored and money
appropriated.

HF403—Ness (R)

Education Policy

Uniform minimum schoolyearlength
established.

HF404—Erickson (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Advanced placement and interna-
tional baccalaureate programs
funded, and money appropriated.

HF405—Johnson (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district deferred maintenance
equalized discretionary aid and levy
created, and money appropriated.

HF406—Howes (R)

Crime Prevention

Firearms; right to keep and bear arms
for certain purposes notabridged, and
constitutionalamendment proposed.

HF407—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Misdemeanor prosecution pilot grant
program established at Minnesota law
schools to enhance education and
training, and money appropriated.

HF408—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Practice of pharmacy definition modi-
fied and patient counseling defined.

HF409—Skoglund (DFL)
Crime Prevention
Criminal gang definition expanded.

HF410—Entenza (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Correctional employees retirement
plan service credit provided.

HF411—Tomassoni (DFL)
Commerce

Steel; President requested to ban im-
ported steel products from certain
countries.

HF412—Schumacher (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Deer and elk hunting allowed in
shooting perserves.

HF413—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Physician, acupuncturist, and athletic
trainer licensing and registration re-
quirements modified.

HF414—Gunther (R)

Agriculture Policy

Swine pseudorabies control program
extended and money appropriated.

HF415—Rhodes (R)

Taxes

Gold and silver coins and boullion
salesand use tax exemption provided.

HF416—Rhodes (R)

Commerce

Local telephone service interference
investigation and improvements
required.

HF417—Hasskamp (DFL)

Taxes

Resort improvement construction
equipment and materials sales and
use tax exemption provided.

HF418—Hasskamp (DFL)
Taxes
Temporary and seasonal resorts prop-

erty tax classification requirements
modified.

HF419—Wenzel (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Northstar corridor extension from St.
Cloud to Little Falls feasibility stud-
ied and money appropriated.

HF420—Haas (R)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Brooklyn Park; housing improvement
area established.

HF421—Haas (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Hennepin County authorized to con-
vey tax-forfeited land bordering pub-
lic water.

HF422—Clark, K. (DFL)

Taxes

Vitamin, mineral, and whole food
supplement sales and use tax exemp-
tion provided.

HF423—Daggett (R)

Civil Law

Independent motor vehicle contrac-
tor income withholding for child sup-
port purposes clarified.

HF424—Westfall (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Living-at-home/block nurse program
expanded and money appropriated.

HF425—Stanek (R)

Judiciary Finance

Northwest Hennepin Human Services
Council communitylaw enforcement
project funded and money appropri-
ated.
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HF426—Rukavina (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

BWCA and Superior National Forest;
President and Congress memorial-
ized to expedite state and federal land
exchange for the purpose of enabling
proper discharge of each
government’s management duties.

HF427—Kahn (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Computerized voting studied by the
secretary of state and money
appropriated.

HF428—Kahn (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Volunteer firefighter pension asso-
ciation and retirement fund created,
reports required, and money
appropriated.

HF429—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Programs for persons with develop-
mental disabilities alternative licens-
ing system pilot project duties
transferred to the Region 10 Quality
Assurance Commission, federal
waiver request required, and money
appropriated.

HF430—Kahn (DFL)

Commerce

St. Paul authorized to issue a tempo-
rary license to sell beer on State Capi-
tol grounds in connection with the
Twin Cities Marathon.

HF431—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Tax-forfeitedland saleand rental pro-
ceeds apportionment provision
eliminated.

HF432—Orfield (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Minneapolis Teachers Retirement Fund
Association members permitted to des-
ignate a supplemental needs trust as an
optional annuity beneficiary.

HF433—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Cass County authorized to exchange
and sell tax-forfeited land bordering
public water.

HF434—Opatz (DFL)

Capital Investment

Paramount Arts District Regional Arts
Center previous appropriations grant
recipient name corrected.

HF435—Milbert (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

MSRS; service credit purchase autho-
rized for a certain member.

HF436—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State Patrol Retirement Fund and
Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation early retirement provisions
modified, and certain consolidations
provided.

HF437—Abrams (R)

Taxes

Taxes and tax administrative provi-
sions modified, and Internal Revenue
Code conforming changes provided.

HF438—Swenson (R)

Capital Investment

Independent School District No.
2887, McLeod, previous grant provi-
sion modified.

HF439—Orfield (DFL)

Commerce

Minneapolis authorized to issue an
on-saleliquorlicense to Dudley Riggs
Theatre.

HF440—Abrams (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Teachers Retirement Association sab-
batical leave service credit purchase
authorized for a certain member.

HF441—Knoblach (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Campaign finance
modified.

provisions

HF442—Reuter (R)

Transportation Policy

Freeway metered ramp study required
and money appropriated.

HF443—Greenfield (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nonprofit health care trust defined,
agreements and transactions with
noncharitable entities regulated, and
financial statement information
specified.

HF444—Stang (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Sauk River Watershed District ad-
ministrative funds levy authorized.
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HF445—Abrams (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Minnesota Federation of Teachersre-
tired employee benefits election per-
mitted, and Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities System required to
pay increased costs.

HF446—Kuisle (R)

Transportation Finance

Passenger automobile registration tax
depreciation rate decreased, and mo-
tor vehicle sales tax revenue allocated.

Tuesday, Feb. 2

HF447—Winter (DFL)

Agriculture Policy

Livestock price discrimination pro-
hibited and civil penalties provided.

HF448—Seifert, J. (R)

Civil Law

Intrusion upon seclusion, appropria-
tion, and publication of private facts

actions two-year statute of limitations
established.

HF449—Broecker (R)

Judiciary Finance

Ramsey County All Children Excel
(ACE) project start-up funded and
money appropriated.

HF450—Jaros (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Duluth tax increment financing dis-
trict pooling authorized.

HF451—Broecker (R)

Judiciary Finance
Dodge-Fillmore-Olmsted, Arrow-
head regional, and Ramsey County
community corrections agencies pro-
ductive day initiative programs ex-
panded to include juveniles, and
money appropriated.

HF452—Koskinen (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
MinnesotaCare eligibility require-
ments exemption provided for per-
sons terminated from continuation
coverage.

HF453—Koskinen (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Minneapolis required to enroll trades
and electrical workers, stagehands,
production technicians, and appren-
tices in the deferred compensation
plan.

HF454—Seifert, M. (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nursinghome administrator require-
ments modified.

HF455—Biernat (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

Secondary students public transpor-
tation grants provided to school dis-
tricts and money appropriated.

HF456—Juhnke (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Trunk Highway No. 12 reconstruc-
tion between Delano and Wayzata
included in the statewide transporta-
tion plan and improvements
program.

HF457—Solberg (DFL)

Health & Human Services Finance
Senior citizen drug program
appropriated money.

HF458—Skoe (DFL)

Education Policy

Rural teacher loan forgiveness pro-
gram established and money
appropriated.

HF459—Carlson (DFL)
Transportation Policy
High-occupancy vehicle lanes pro-
hibited on I-394 and reversible one
direction lanes designated.

HF460—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Custodial parent child support and
publicassistance accounting required
upon request.

HF461—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Child support, custody, and visita-
tion orders six-month review
required.

HF462—McGuire (DFL)

Civil Law

Seat belt and child restraint system
use civil action evidence admissibility
provisions clarified.

HF463—Davids (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Ambulance services and first respond-
ers review provided.

HF464—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Duluth Entertainment and Conven-
tion Center bonds refunded.



HF465—0zment (R)

Crime Prevention

Firefighter training and education
board created, training reimburse-
ment program established, and
money appropriated.

HF466—Schumacher (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Zimmerman wastewater treatment
facility repair funded and money ap-
propriated.

HF467—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Medicare certification exemption al-
lowed for nursing facilities under cer-
tain circumstances and criteria
specified.

HF468—Dorn (DFL)

Health & Human Services Finance
Emergency medical services fund ap-
propriation automatic inflation ad-
justment provided.

HF469—McGuire (DFL)

Crime Prevention

DWI; maximum allowable blood al-
cohol level lowered for operation of a
motor vehicle, recreational vehicle,
aircraft, and while hunting or han-
dling explosives.

Wednesday, Feb. 3

HF470—Larson, D. (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Term limits imposed on legislative
and constitutional offices, and con-
stitutional amendment proposed.

HF471—Knoblach (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

St.Cloud Police Consolidation Account
special one-time postretirement
adjustment provided.

HF472—Harder (R)

Taxes

Windom Multipurpose Center con-
struction materials and supplies sales
and use tax exemption provided.

HF473—Harder (R)

Education Policy

High school diploma warranty cov-
erage exception provided for students
refusing to repeat a grade.

HF474—Vandeveer (R)

Taxes

Property tax rebate for senior citizens
made permanent and money
appropriated.

HF475—Stang (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Costs and legal fees reimbursement
provided for defense against criminal
charges arising from performance of
duties by town officers or employees.

HF476—Juhnke (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Ambulance services and first re-
sponder standards modified; emer-
gency medical technicians, medical
response units, and emergency medi-
cal technician instructor certification
and training program approval re-
quired; and penalties imposed.

HF477—Carruthers (DFL)
Education Policy

Virtual school district created and
money appropriated.

HF478—Haas (R)

Commerce

Structured settlement payment rights
protected related to tort or workers’
compensation claims.

HF479—Westrom (R)

Agriculture Policy

Agricultural producer contract advi-
sory task force established; livestock,
agricultural commodity, and specialty
crop contracts studied; and money
appropriated.

HF480—Workman (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Carver County intermediate care fa-
cilities for persons with mental retar-
dation (ICF/MR) reconfiguration
project authorized.

HF481—Marko (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Washington County; Grey Cloud Is-
land State Park plan proposal re-
quired.

HF482—Pelowski (DFL)

Education Policy

K-12 supervisory personnel required
to teach at least one one-term course
per school year as a condition of
licensure.

HF483—Tuma (R)

Education Policy

Special education provisions modi-
fied and rulemaking provided.

HF484—Paulsen (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Initiative and referendum implemen-
tationactadopted, and constitutional
amendment proposed.

HF485—Tomassoni (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district declining pupil unit
aid established and money
appropriated.

HF486—Bakk (DFL)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Riparian landowners and aircraft op-
erators allowed bulk delivery of
nonoxygenated gasoline.

HF487—Storm (R)

Agriculture Policy

Foreign ownership of agricultural
land used for poultry production
allowed.

HF488—Greiling (DFL)

Education Policy

Special education provisions modi-
fied and rulemaking provided.

HF489—Carruthers (DFL)

Civil Law
Civilcommitmentstandardsand pro-
cedures clarified, and mentallyilland
dangerous person commitment pro-
cedures modified.

HF490—Tuma (R)

Family &

Early Childhood Education Finance
Child guide prevention program
appropriated money.

HF491—Rukavina (DFL)
K-12 Education Finance
Secondary student technical training
program funded at the Mesabi Range
Community and Technical College,
and money appropriated.

HF492—Dorn (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Mankato State University authorized
to construct the Taylor Center multi-
purpose facility.

HF493—Greiling (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district teacher training and
experience revenue restored, and
money appropriated.

HF494—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
Emergency deer feeding funds dispo-
sition modified.

HF495—Howes (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
Nonpaved alternative trails developed
adjacent to the Heartland Paul
Bunyon State Trails, and money ap-
propriated.

Thursday, Feb. 4

HF496—Hilty (DFL)

Commerce

Farm winery sales regulations
modified.

HF497—Rest (DFL)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Runoff election created for congres-
sional, state legislative, or constitu-
tional offices if no candidate receives
a majority of the votes; and money
appropriated.

HF498—Erhardt (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Patient services definition clarified for
the purpose of the MinnesotaCare
provider tax.

HF499—Seifert, J. (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Health care provider reimbursement
and nonadministrative staff pay in-
creased, and money appropriated.

HF500—Mulder (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Nonmetropolitan county prepaid
medical assistance (MA) and prepaid
General Assistance Medical Care
(GAMC) program contract rates
increased.

HF501—Davids (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nursing home licensed bed inactive
status provided, and moratorium on
facility monetary penalties
established.

HF502—Osskopp (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Wabasha County authorized to sell
tax-forfeited land bordering public
water.

HF503—Anderson, I. (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Little Fork community center, recre-
ation complex, and grandstand con-
structed; and money appropriated.

HF504—Skoe (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

White Earth Reservation Pine Point
School Facility and community cen-
ter provided, and money
appropriated.

HF505—Swenson (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Sportinglicense subagents authorized
to retain a sales commission.
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HF506—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Special primaries and elections re-
quired to be conducted by mail under
certain circumstances, and election
schedules modified.

HF507—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Lawful gambling, pull-tabs, tip-
boards, and combined receipts tax
rates reduced.

HF508—Van Dellen (R)

Taxes

Unimproved real estate bordering
public waters property tax class rate
reduction provided.

HF509—Swenson (R)

Agriculture Policy

Manure digester technology demon-
stration project shared loans pro-
vided, manure waste methane
recovery system energy purchase re-
quired, rebates provided, and money
appropriated.

HF510—Biernat (DFL)

Civil Law

Child and medical support order ad-
ministrative process repealed, family
law magistrates appointed, and
money appropriated.

HF511—Erhardt (R)

Taxes

Hospital district truth in taxation
hearings required.

HF512—Koskinen (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Senior citizen drug program eligibil-
ity expanded, funding cap removed,
and money appropriated.

HF513—Mares (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Ramsey and Washington counties
regional trail land acquisition and
developmentaround White Bear Lake
provided, and money appropriated.

HF514—Chaudhary (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Real property alternative description
method authorized by counties.

HF515—Koskinen (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

County recorders provided alterna-
tive document numbering.

HF516—Opatz (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School finance system provided in-
creased equity, general education for-
mulaallowanceincreased, and money
appropriated.

HF517—Skoe (DFL)

Taxes

Proposed property tax notification
date modified.

HF518—Seifert, J. (R)

Civil Law

Uniform correction or clarification
of defamation act adopted.

HF519—Sykora (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School district cost of living index
created, general education formula
allowance modified, and money
appropriated.

HF520—Pelowski (DFL)

Higher Education Finance
Minnesota State Colleges and Uni-
versities (MNSCU) Winona State
University capital projects funded,
and money appropriated.

HF521—Seagren (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Minnesota Valley and Synergy resi-
dential academies provided facility
and operating funding, and money
appropriated.

HF522—McCollum (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Education benefits program estab-
lished for resident members of fed-
eral armed forces reserves, tuition and
textbook reimbursement grants pro-
vided, and money appropriated.

HF523—Rest (DFL)

Education Policy
Stateinvestmentin children program
created for post-secondary education,
health care, or housing-related
expenses.

HF524—McCollum (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Maplewood; historic farm buildings
relocated, and money appropriated.

HF525—Westerberg (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Anoka County; city administration
of dangerous dog registration system
provided.

HF526—Mullery (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board employee appointment
provided.

HF527—Clark, K. (DFL)

Jobs &

Economic Development Finance
Learn to earn summer youth employ-
ment and community initiative pro-
grams funded, and money
appropriated.

HF528—Westrom (R)
Transportation Policy
Fiberglass and steel underground fuel
storage tank specifications required.

HF529—Anderson, I. (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
State employee medical clinic access
improved through health plan con-
tracting requirements.

The freedom to assemble sometimes requires a permit

Even though the state Capitol belongs to the
citizens of Minnesota, they often need per-
mission to speak their minds on its premises.

Organizers of the nearly 175 public demon-
strations, concerts, and other events held an-
nually at the Capitol must first secure a permit
granted by the Minnesota Department of
Administration.

Bernie Steele, complex services manager for
the department’s Plant Management Division,
said his office receives about 200 requests a
year, but onlyabout 85 percent of those groups
actually complete their applications and hold
events.

Steele said he rarely denies a permit to a
group. Often, he said, groups are surprised by
the amount of paperwork and the restrictions
involved with planning a Capitol event and
decide not to complete the application.
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Some of the restrictions include prohibi-
tions on candles, balloons, and sound sys-
tems. Also, participants may not move any
Capitol furnishings and must keep noise be-
low 85 decibels. Additionally, groups are re-
sponsible for their own cleanup.

And during the final six weeks of each legis-
lative session, noise restrictions become even
tighter. For example, choirs are not allowed
inside the building during those final weeks.

“It’s truly so we don’t disrupt the occu-
pants,” Steele said.

The Capitol also rents out equipment such
as chairs, tables, coat racks, risers, podiums,
public address systems, televisions, and vid-
eocassette recorders. Permits are granted only
for public events, which means that weddings,
commercial events, or other private gather-
ings are not allowed.

Even with these restrictions, Minnesota’s
policyisliberal compared to other states, Steele
said. In addition to the rules, Capitol security
monitors the events for safety precautions. Of
his 29 years at the Capitol, Steele said the
enthusiasm levels at the Twins World Series
rallies caused them to be the most dangerous
events.

“We actually pride ourselves on the non-
violent type of situations,” he said.

Under its Rules Governing Public Rallies,
the department requires a permit application
to be filed with the Plant Management Divi-
sion at least one week before the scheduled
event. However, if time and staff availability
allow, permits might still be granted for events
past the filing deadline.

To obtain a permit application, call
(651) 296-6404.



Coming Up Next Week . . . Feb.8-12,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(651) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Feb. 8

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: HF136 (Rostberg) Persian Gulf War
veterans bonus application period extended.
HF55 (Tomassoni) Trained force of firefighters
maintained by the commissioner of natural
resources, and public employee definition
expanded.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: HF40 (Bradley) Nursing facility
residents allowed to request the use of restraints.
HF188 (Kuisle) Nursing homes’ immediate
jeopardy fines imposed by the Department of
Health waived.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: training for members and staff on using
budget books, Department of Finance; budget
presentations by the Boxing Board, Workers’
Compensation Court of Appeals, and World
Trade Center Corporation.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: budget presentation by Department of
Public Safety continued; overview of federal
funds, Frank Ahrens, Office of Fiscal
Administrative Services; Katherine Burke Moore,
Driver and Vehicle Services; Kathryn Swanson,
Traffic Safety; Ron West, Pipeline Safety; Janet
Cain, Office of Technical Support.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF74 (Luther) Health care directive
suggested form modified.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources
performance report.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: allocation formulas, Laura King,
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.

Property Tax Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt

Agenda: HF102 (Osskopp) Local government
aid base increased for certain cities.

HF104 (Hackbarth) Local government base aid
increased for certain cities.

HF235 (Hackbarth) Agricultural property tax
classification extended to include property used
for insect sales production.

HF220 (Solberg) Property tax penalties and
interest distribution modified.

HF125 (Erhardt) Noncommercial seasonal
residential recreational property second tier
property tax class rates reduced.

HF211 (Abrams) Noncommercial seasonal
residential recreational second-tier property tax
class rate reduced.

12:30 p.m.

FAMILY & EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: budget overview; testimony by
Commissioner Christine Jax, Department of
Children, Families and Learning; Stephanie
Andrews and Deb Bednarz, Department of
Finance.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: HF371 (Stang) Local government
historical work contribution limit removed; and
public or private, nonprofit senior citizen center
contributions authorized.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: presentations concerning tele—
communications and deregulation issues
by the Minnesota Telephone Association,
Minnesota Association for Rural Telephones,
AT&T, and AT&T Wireless.

1 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation Task Force
5008 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Tom Hackbarth
Agenda: discussion on trail damage due to
snowmobile carbide studs continued.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in session.

TUESDAY, Feb. 9

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley
Agenda: discussion of mental health issues.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: HF134 (Erickson) Marketing and
infrastructure changes due to Ontario waters
and Mille Lacs Lake limitations funded, and
money appropriated.

Discussion on affordable housing issues
continued.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008S State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: budget request presentations,
Department of Human Rights and Sentencing
Guidelines Commission.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: presentation on commuter rail
feasibility study phase II by Railroads &
Waterways Director Al Vogel, Department of
Transportation.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: budget presentation continued,
Department of Employee Relations.
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10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF112 (Bishop) Fraudulent use of
another’s personal identity provided felony
penalties, and civil forfeiture of property
authorized.

Community notification law and civil
commitment study group overviews.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: Education Minnesota and Minnesota
School Board Association report onsurvey results
of the Profile of Learning; Profile of Learning,
Executive Vice President and Provost Robert
Bruininks, University of Minnesota;

HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation standards advisory
panel recommendations implemented, Profile
of Learning requirements modified, state
performance packages eliminated, and advisory
group established.

Note: meeting continued at 2:30 p.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: HF59 (Bakk) Snowmobile trail grants-
in-aid provisions modified to include
maintenance of Voyageurs National Park trails.
HF288 (Rostberg) Pollution Control Agency
Mississippi River emergency spill response
equipment and training provided, and money
appropriated.

HF137 (Rostberg) Collector watercraftlicensing
requirement exemption provided.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF378 (Daggett) Individual income
tax long-term care insurance credit increased.
HF190 (Harder) S corporations federal tax
treatment conformity provided.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s agriculture budget;
Department of Agriculture and Department of
Finance.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: to be announced.

2:30 p.m.

EDUCATION POLICY
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Harry Mares
Agenda: graduation
continued.

HF15 (Kielkucki) Graduation standards advisory
panel recommendations implemented, Profile
of Learning requirements modified, state
performance packages eliminated, and advisory
group established.

standards hearing
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ETHICS

4008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Elaine Harder

Agenda: committee and staff introductions;
ethics overview, House Research; adopting
committee procedures.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 10

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: Indian gaming in Minnesota overview
by executive director John McCarthy, Minnesota
Indian Gaming Association.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: HF35 (Haas) Tobacco settlement
money transferred from the general fund to the
health care access fund, and MinnesotaCare
premium and provider taxes repealed.

HF311 (Goodno) Health Care Access Fund
abolished, health maintenance organizationsand
nonprofit health service plan corporations
insurance premiums tax repealed, and health
care taxes phased out.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: budget presentations by Iron Range
Resources & Rehabilitation Board and Minnesota
Technology.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Department of Transportation budget
presentation.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF183 (Buesgens) Civil commitment;
minor chemical dependency treatment parental
consent provisions modified.

HF92 (Carruthers) Driver’s license revocation
for chemical test implied consent violations
judicial review petition content requirements
modified, and scope of discovery limited.

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL

RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources
federal funds review.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

University of Minnesota

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: bus tour of University of Minnesota
campus.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.

Property Tax Division/
TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt
Agenda: to be announced.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda: animal feedlotregulation report, Office
of the Legislative Auditor.

FAMILY & EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: budget overview of prevention
programs continued.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: HF36 (Erickson) Onamia permitted an
extension for commencement of tax increment
financing district activities.

HF37 (Erickson) Milaca authorized tax
increment financing district expenditures outside
the district.

HF17 (Hasskamp) Nisswa tax increment
financing district duration extension authorized.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: industry overviews concerning
telecommunications and deregulation issues by
US West, Frontier Communications, MCI
Worldwide, Media One, and Sprint.

1 p.m.

Outdoor Recreation Task Force

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Hackbarth

Agenda: discussion on trail damage due to
snowmobile carbide studs continued.

3 p.m.

RULES &

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Pawlenty

Agenda: to be announced.



THURSDAY, Feb. 11

8a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: member bills.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: presentation on corporate subsidies by
executive director Greg LeRoy, Good Jobs First.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: budget request presentations by
ombudsman for corrections and ombudsman
for crime victims.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: budget presentations by Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans,
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department
of Veterans Affairs, and Department of Military
Affairs.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF142 (Pawlenty) Subsequent
controlled substance conviction definition
expanded to include convictions subsequent to
a stay of adjudication.

HF143 (Pawlenty) Domestic assault enhanced
penalty provisions expanded to include malicious
punishment of a child convictions.

Camp Ripley adult work program overview.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment
Agenda: to be announced.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF379 (Erhardt) Mortgage registry and
deed taxes technical corrections provided.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE &

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: agriculture education.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach

Agenda: Higher Education Asset Preservation
and Renewal Account presentation by
representatives of Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: agency overview and presentation by
the Office of the Attorney General.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
4 p.m.

Hennepin County Delegation
118 State Capitol

Chrs. Rep. Ron Abrams,

Rep. Linda Wejcman,

Sen. Linda Higgins,

Sen. Martha Robertson
Agenda: mandate reform.

FRIDAY, Feb. 12

8a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: HF279 (Westfall) Veterans preference
act modified.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: revenue maximization presentation.

JOBS &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: budget presentations by Board of
Accountancy; Board of Architecture,
Engineering, Land Surveying, Landscape
Architecture, Geoscience and Interior Design;
Barber Examiners Board, and Bureau of
Mediation Services.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF14 (Fuller) Persons convicted of
criminal sexual conduct considered ineligible to
be a licensed teacher.

Youth experience at Camp Ripley overview.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: presentation by executive budget officer
Lisa DeRemee, Department of Finance.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.

Governor

Jesse Ventura

130 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-3391
Lieutenant Governor

Mae Schunk

130 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-3391

Constitutional Officers

Attorney General

Mike Hatch

102 State Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-6196
Secretary of State

Mary Kiffmeyer

180 State Office Building

100 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-2803

State Auditor

Judith H. Dutcher

Suite 400

525 Park St.

St. Paul 55103 ................ (651) 296-2551
State Treasurer

Carol Johnson

303 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Ave.

St. Paul 55155 ................ (651) 296-7091
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MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298

Speaker of the House: Steve Sviggum
Majority Leader: Tim Pawlenty
Minority Leader: Thomas W. Pugh

SN EEORY: S

Minnesota’s budget

November 1998 forecast surplus for 1998-99 biennium, in billions ................... $1.5
Amount of that surplus already allocated under current law, in millions ..... $609
Amount of that surplus to be spent on sales tax rebate, as proposed by
Gov. Jesse Ventura, in DILLIONS ...ccvevveeevieriiiiiniiiicieceeeieteereeeesseesseeseessesseenns $1.1

November 1998 forecast surplus for 2000-01 biennium, in billions ................... $1.8

November 1990 forecast deficit for 1992-93 biennium, in billions

Tobacco settlement payments slated to come into state coffers in

2000-01 biennium, in MIllIONS .....cccvvviviiriiiiiiiiiicc e $727
Total income tax cuts proposed by governor for 2000-01 biennium,

I MIIHONS oo $844
Total motor-vehicle registration fee cuts proposed by governor for

2000-01 biennium, in MIllIONS .....cccvveiviiriiiiiiiiiices $287
Governor’s proposed maximum annual vehicle registration fee ..........c.c.cccouee.. $75
Forecast annual increase of state revenue for 2000-01 biennium, in percent ....... 9.3
Projected annual inflation for 2000-01 biennium, in Percent...........c.coceeececrerueencee 2.5
Governor’s proposed increase in spending from fiscal year 1999 to 2000,

L1 PETCEIT cuvevevvieuiiteieueeteteteteaett et eeese sttt sese ettt s b se e tesebesesesttsasseneneatnssesenens 3.6

From fiscal year 2000 t0 2001 ........c.cueveeeuririeieeeireiieccciececccneneenenenenenenenenenens 3.9
Percent of spending increase from fiscal year 1989 to 1990 ........ccccccceererererererueunne 12

From fiscal year 1991 t0 1992 ........ceueueiviriririniiriiieccctcccceneneenenenenenenenenenene 3.3
Percent of new spending targeted for education in governor’s proposed

2000-01 DUAGEL ..eevemmnieiereieieieiicctteeeenere et tesce e s seseasasaseacacacas 70
Governor’s proposed annual increase in total K-12 spending for

2000-01 bieNnium, iN PETCENT c.cvveuererteuereririreereertrteuenertesesesestssereneneseeseseessssesenens 5.3
Then-Gov. Arne Carlson’s 1991 proposal for annual increase in total

K-12 spending for 1992-93 biennium, in PErcent .........ccoeevvevecueuevrirccnensusisicnenes 7
Ventura’s proposed increase in state funding aimed at reducing class sizes

for 2000-01biennium, in MIllIONS ......cccvevriiiiiiiiiciiiriiccees $150
Annual amount dedicated to class-size reduction under current law,

I MIILONS .ot $87
Number of new foundations and endowments to be funded by

tobacco settlement money, as proposed by gOVErnor .........c.c.ceeeeeueveueucuererecncncnes 4
Governor’s proposed funding for proposed Hiawatha corridor light-rail

Project, in MILLIOMNS ..cceveveueuirieueueiirieteteieeeeteteeestete et stese et st eseseeseesenene $60
Current average annual state funding for public television and radio,

I MIILONS ..o $4

Percent of that funding governor proposes to eliminate within four years ..... 100

Sources: Executive Budget Summary, 2000-01, Gov. Jesse Ventura, 1999, Office of the Governor;
Minnesota Financial Report, Nov. 1998 Budget Summary, 1998, Department of Finance; 1992-
93 Proposed Biennial Budget, 1991, Office of the Governor.

For more information

®

For general information, call:
House Information Office
(651) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(651) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(651) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
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Reflections

In the House Chief Clerk’s Office, Chief Clerk Edward A. Burdick and his staff of 26 full-
time employees and five temporary workers are responsible for receiving all bills intro-
duced in the House. They also provide and disseminate information about legislative
proceedings, record legislative history, and provide assistance to the speaker and other
members on legal and parliamentary requirements of the lawmaking process.

The chief clerk’s staff plays a pivotal role in the Legislature. Some employees maintain
records of all bills and proceedings and keep copies on file of all documents, including
pending bills and journals of the preceding day.

Other staff members print agenda calendars, bills, and amendments for floor discus-
sions, record results of floor proceedings, and prepare the House Journal. Information
systems personnel place legislative proceedings on the Internet and troubleshoot for any
legislative computer problems that may arise.

The clerks at the main desk of the chief clerk’s office, found in the House chamber, are
the most visible. During session, even after 10 hours or more of debate by members, you
will see them at their stations managing the flow of bills, amendments, committee reports,
messages from the Senate, the calendar agenda, and many other duties not mentioned.

When Al Mathiowetz, first assistant clerk, receives an amendment, for example, he or
clerk Debra Fastner file it, make sure that all members receive a copy, and make it available
to the public. The amendment then goes to the speaker, who passes it to the chief clerk to
be reported to the members.

Then the second assistant clerk, Gail Romanowski, places the name and number of the
document on the message board by her computer, and continues to stay tuned to the order
of business. She also receives committee reports and copies of bills placed in the hopper.
Bills are given a number and then passed on to leadership for review.

After the chief clerk calls the roll and a vote is taken on the merits of the legislation,
Journal Editor Pat Murphy records all activity. Also, he and the chief clerk anticipate any
debate decisions such as a ruling by the speaker, in order to have researched proof of prior
journal entry available upon request.

Once legislative action is taken, Fastner reports it to the documents staffand the general
public via Internet, and Romanowski receives a paper copy of the vote within 15 seconds
after the voting board is closed.

As an indication of the propensity of some of the work by staff at the desk, the clerks
recorded 1,352 roll calls, and 3,884 House bill introductions in the 1997-98 legislative
session.

Burdick said he would not trade his main desk staff for any other legislative staff in the
country. “You just cannot beat 142 years of collective legislative experience as we have at
the main desk,” he said.

—LeClair Grier Lambert
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First Reading

MinnesotaCare . ..

Tobacco bucks may replace health care provider tax

By Paul Wahl
ention Minnesota’s health care pro-
M vider tax in a room full of doctors and
you may need the services of one of
them before you can beat a hasty exit.

The 2-percent tax appeared on the books in
1992, part of a strategy to finance landmark
health care reform, including MinnesotaCare,
a plan to extend insurance coverage to low-
and moderate-income Minnesotans.

From the outset, the so-called “sick tax” has
been the target of much debate and impas-
sioned pleas to surgically remove it from the
tax landscape.

A Dbill that would repeal the tax was ap-
proved Feb. 10 by the House Health and Hu-
man Services Finance Committee. The bill
(HF35) is sponsored by Rep. Bill Haas
(R-Champlin).

In addition to repealing the provider tax,

in the early 1990s. An income tax surcharge
was also suggested, but that mechanism was
also being eyed as a way of plugging a pro-
jected $291 million budget deficit.

Proponents of MinnesotaCare argued that
health care was as much a right of state resi-
dents as education and should be funded ac-
cordingly. Legislation to provide an optional
state-run insurance program with a low-cost
benefits package was originally passed by the
Legislature in 1991; however, then-Gov. Arne
Carlson vetoed the plan.

Carlson’s diagnosis was that the plan was
too expensive. Healso favored a bill that would
increase access to the private insurance mar-
ket, instead of putting the state in the
insurance business.

When the gavel fell to open the 1992 ses-
sion, the race was on to see how quickly a
health care reform prescription could find its

—

. “a

A health care provider tax would be abolished under a bill approved Feb. 10 by the House Health and
Human Services Finance Committee. The tax currently helps fund MinnesotaCare, the state’s health
insurance program for the disadvantaged. The bill would substitute funds from tobacco settlement

payments.

the bill aims to axe the 1-percent premium tax
on nonprofit health plan companies and the
2-percent premium tax on indemnity health
insurers.

In place of the revenue generated by the
taxes, Haas proposes to substitute $204 mil-
lion the state expects to receive annually from
the tobacco settlement.

Ironically, a hefty tax on cigarettes was the
original  suggestion for funding
MinnesotaCare, then called HealthRight, back

way to the governor’s desk. Carlson signed the
legislation on April 23, 1992.

In addition to MinnesotaCare, the legisla-
tion also set forth goals for containing costs
and implemented insurance reforms.

Although there have been nearly annual
revisions of the original legislation, the
provider tax remained a constant until 1997.

Then, with a significant balance building in
the funds designated for MinnesotaCare, the
Legislature reduced the tax rate to 1.5 percent

for calendar years 1998 and 1999, with an
option to continue the lower rate in 2000,
should sufficient revenue be available to fully
fund the program.

That reduction was expected to save hospi-
tals and health care providers about
$54 million.

By the beginning of this year’s session, the
state’s health care access fund — to which the
provider tax is a major contributor — was
running a surplus of nearly $190 million after
reserves. One estimate produced in 1996 re-
vealed that the surplus could have been as high
as one-half billion dollars.

Supporters pointed to the abundant sur-
plus in the fund to justify the cut. Others
argued the tax generated sufficient revenue to
decrease the rate even more.

Haas’ bill to eliminate the tax and replace it
with tobacco settlement money is one of the
most sweeping attempted reforms of the 1992
legislation.

Under terms of the state’s settlement with
tobacco companies, Minnesota will receive a
total of $6.1 billion in total revenue over the
next 25 years, including one-time settlement
payments and annual payments to continue
in perpetuity.

Haas proposes using those ongoing pay-
ments, estimated to level at $204 million by
2004, to fund MinnesotaCare.

A waiting room full of health care activists
appeared to give the bill a glowing diagnosis
before the Health and Human Services
Committee.

“The ‘sick tax’ is an expensive tax and is
contributing to health care costs,” said Dr.
Judith F. Shank, president of the Minnesota
Medical Association. “The most troubling as-
pect of the tax is the cost to patients, both sick
individuals and those who are trying to stay
well.”

Shank said her group supports
MinnesotaCare, but noted that since all Min-
nesotans benefit fromit, everyone should help
finance it appropriately.

Representatives of business and insurance
groupsalsolauded the proposed “taxectomy.”

Even Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls), one
of the architects of the original legislation,
agreed that the time may have arrived to kill
some of the taxes outlined in the bill.

However, Greenfield and others were con-
cerned about the permanence of the tobacco
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revenues. Under terms of the settlement, the
payments may go down if the number of smok-
ers in the state decreases and the cigarette
manufacturers’ ability to make a profit evapo-
rates.

Susan Stout, a representative of the Minne-
sota Nurses Association, said her group op-
poses the bill because it doesn’t contain a solid
plan to keep MinnesotaCare healthy, while
allowing for growth and expansion.

She pointed out that despite the program’s
efforts, the level of uncompensated care being
provided continues to rise. The nurses group
was one of the earliest and strongest propo-
nents of MinnesotaCare.

Greenfield also pointed out that the bill has
a long course ahead, even if it is eventually
approved by the full House. Gov. Jesse Ventura
has gone on record in favor of using tobacco
settlement money for health care endowments.
And the Senate may have other plans.

Greenfield succeeded in amending Haas’
bill to include a provision that if the tax is
removed, the savings would be passed directly
backto the people who paid originally, through
reductions in premiums and charges.

The bill moves to the House Taxes
Committee. @,

Where to find information

House Public Information Office
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

The House Public Information Office is a
nonpartisan office that provides committee
meeting schedules; legislator information; and
publications, including the Session Weekly news
magazine, educational brochures for all ages,
and member directories. All information is
available at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can be
viewed on the Legislature’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www .leg.state.mn.us

Clarification

The Feb. 5 edition of the Session Weekly
included a story about HF1, the $1.5
billion tax rebate bill passed by the
House. The story mentioned an amend-
mentadopted on the House floor calling
for about $400 million in property tax
rebates, in addition to the roughly $1.1
billion the bill would provide for in-
come tax rebates. The property tax re-
bate amendment was offered by Rep.
Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), who is
chief sponsor of the rebate bill, and won
bipartisan support.

As times change, so do committee names

A few changes were made in
the names of House com-
mittees between the 1998
and 1999 sessions. For in-
stance, the former House
Economic Development
and International Trade
Committee is now the House Jobs and
Economic  Development  Policy
Committee.

But those changes pale in comparison to
those that have occurred over the past cen-
tury.

Glancing back at the changing monikers
of House committees can reveal a picture
of how times have changed. In past de-
cades, committee names have reflected
important issues of the times.

Many committees have evolved to cover
a broad area instead of a particular issue.
Today, there is no Voice Mail, Fax Ma-
chine, or Internet committee, unlike 60 or
70 years ago when there was a House Tele-
phones and Telegraphs Committee.

In the 1950s and 1960s, some commit-
tees still had the word “communications”
in the name, but now such issues are dealt
with in the Regulated Industries Subcom-
mittee of the House Commerce
Committee.

The transportation committees of today
have also evolved from panels that in the
past covered several separate but related
issues. Over the years, transportation is-
sues were divided into quite specific areas.

The 1929 House dealt with transporta-
tion in four separate panels: the Aircraft
and Airways, Motor Vehicles and Motor
Vehicle Tax Laws, Public Highways, and
Railroad and State Motor Transportation
committees. The names changed slightly
over the next 10 years. In 1939, similar
House panels were called the Aviation,
Commercial Transportation, Motor Ve-
hicles, and Public Highways committees.
Variations of those committees were
around until the 1970s, when all were fused
into one transportation panel.

Liquor — or the lack thereof — hasbeen
important enough in past years to merit its
own committee. Liquor licensing and re-
lated issues are among those that are dealt
within today’s Commerce Committee. But
in past decades, the issues have been dealt
with in House committees with names like
the Temperance Committee (1929), the
Liquor Control Committee (1939), and

X

It's a Fact!

the Temperance and Liquor Control Com-
mittee (1949 and 1959). By 1969, no such
committee existed.

Issues relating to municipalities have
been addressed by many different commit-
tees. Some committee names have referred
to cities of first, second, or third classes —
whicharebased on population. Other varia-
tions of those committee names have been
Local and Urban Affairs, Metropolitan and
Urban Affairs, Municipal Affairs, and
Towns and Counties. In 1999, the House
only has one such committee, the House
Local Government and Metropolitan Af-
fairs Committee.

Other former House committee names
include Claims, Engrossment and Enroll-
ment, Printing and Publishing, and State
Development and Immigration commit-
tees.

Between the 1998 and 1999 sessions,
some single House committees were di-
vided into two separate panels, making
them more similar to the Senate’s commit-
tees. For instance, issues covered in 1998 by
the House Environment, Natural Resources
and Agriculture Finance Committee are
now divided between the House Agricul-
tureand Rural Development Finance Com-
mittee and the House Environment and
Natural Resources Finance Committee.

Others, like the House State Govern-
ment Finance Committee, had been a divi-
sion ofanother committee in previous years.
And last year’s House Education Commit-
tee and its three finance divisions are now
four separate committees: Education Policy,
Family & Early Childhood Education Fi-
nance, K-12 Education Finance, and Higher
Education Finance.

The opposite is true of the Commerce
Committee, which isacombination of three
committees from the previous session:
Commerce, Tourism and Consumer
Affairs; Financial Institutions and Insur-
ance; and Regulated Industries & Energy.
Today’s Commerce Committee also has a
Regulated Industries Subcommittee.

Although many committee names have
changed, several others reflect a consistent
focus throughout Minnesota’s history. The
Agriculture, Education, Judiciary, Taxes,
and Ways & Means committees are a few
that have been consistently prominent in
the Legislature. @,
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Highlights

BUSINESS

m SALES I

Booksellers seek tax cut

E-commerce — business transacted on the
World Wide Web — is writing an unpleasant
chapter for many of Minnesota’s independent
booksellers.

A volume of them appeared to testify in
support of a bill (HF365) that would exempt
all book sales in the state from sales tax to help
“level the playing field.”

Sponsored by Rep. Margaret Anderson
Kelliher (DFL-Mpls), the bill would expand
the current sales tax exemption for newspa-
pers and subscription magazines to include
magazines and periodicals sold “over the
counter” and would also exempt all book
purchases.

Previously, exemptions were allowed for
textbooks purchased by students.

“We exempt food and clothing now,” Kelliher
said. “Let’s consider books food and clothing
of the mind.”

Kelliher told members of the House Taxes
Committee that book sales on the Internet
now account for 20 percent or more of all
book salesin the U.S. She noted that books are
rapidly becoming the fastest-selling item on
the Web through large corporate sites, such as
Amazon.com and others.

Web entities aren’t required to collect sales
tax. They do charge for shipping and han-
dling, but consumers don’t seem to mind that
as much as they do a tax.

Kelliher said purchasing books online was
often a first-time experience in e-commerce
for the curious. She said that if fewer people
were given reasons to purchase books online,
they might not make other purchases, also not
subject to state tax.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnesota), chair of
the Taxes Committee, said the federal govern-
ment has imposed a three-year moratorium
on states taxing Internet sales while a compre-
hensive approach is examined.

Susan Walker, who heads the Upper Mid-
west Booksellers Association, said the sales tax
has begun cropping up in conversation with
customers who wonder why they should shop
locally when they can avoid the tax on the
Web.

As to the tax revenue the state would lose
under the bill — estimated at $49 million over
the next biennium — she pointed out that if

David Unowsky, owner of the Hungry Mind
Bookstore in St. Paul, tells members of the House
Taxes Committee Feb. 11 that his store faces stiff
competition from Internet booksellers. He spoke
in support of a bill that would exempt books from
sales taxes.

the sales weren’t being made here, there
wouldn’t be any tax collected anyway. And if
small booksellers are forced out of business,
the state won’t have property tax or income
tax revenue, either.

David Unowsky, owner of Hungry Mind
Bookstore in St. Paul, said the 52 employees at
his store are “at-risk” because of e-commerce
and consolidation in the world of books.

Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) ques-
tioned whether the sales tax is the problem or
whether it is the fact the larger operations can
sell their books cheaper.

Noting that the amount of lost revenue
would be considerable, Abrams said that the
bill would be considered for possible inclu-
sion in the omnibus tax bill.

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol . ..
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146

CRIME

Protecting calls for help

A law frequently used to prosecute domes-
ticassault offenders would be expanded under
a bill approved Feb. 5 by the House Crime
Prevention Committee.

Under current law, prosecutors can charge
a person who interferes with a phone call to a
911 dispatcher with a gross misdemeanor
crime. This law is often used against domestic
assault offenders who try to prevent their vic-
tims from calling the police for help.

The bill (HF193), sponsored by Rep.
Michael Paymar (DFL-St. Paul), would ex-
pand the law to include all emergency calls to
police, ambulance services, or fire depart-
ments, not just calls placed through 911.

Steven Schleicher, assistant attorney for
Winona County, described a domestic assault
case that he said demonstrates the need for the
bill. In the case, a woman called police when
her husband became abusive. The husband
grabbed the cordless phone and threwitagainst
the wall.

When police arrived, they saw the broken
phone and arrested the husband for both do-
mestic assault and interference witha 911 call.

However, because the woman had dialed
the seven-digit phone number for the local
police department, the suspect could not be
charged under the interference law.

Schleicher said the interference law is an
effective tool against domestic assault offend-
ers. He estimated that his office prosecutes
about 25 cases a year.

“Prosecution under this statute as it exists is
probably as common as prosecution for do-
mestic assault,” he said.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

@ DEVELOPMENT

Big money, small payoff

Economic development programs in Min-
nesota generally provide large subsidies that
result in low-wage jobs. That was the message
from Greg LeRoy of Good Jobs First to mem-
bers of the House Jobs and Economic Devel-
opment Policy Committee Feb. 11.

LeRoy’s group released a study this month
that examined 550 economic development
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disclosure reports totaling more than $176
million in loans, grants, and tax-increment
financing.

“Overall, we found high costs, low wages,
and no standards,” he said.

LeRoy said his group looked at Minnesota’s
economic development practices because the
state’s subsidy accountability law passed in
1995 provides excellent data. That law
requires local governments and state agencies
to report the goals and results of each deal to
the Minnesota Department of Trade and Eco-
nomic Development.

According to the study, the economic de-
velopment deals often involve very high dollar
amounts for the number of jobs created. The
study found that 123 deals studied cost the
state more than $35,000 per job, and that 38 of
the subsidies investigated cost the state more
than $100,000 per job.

The study found that wages— both promised
and actually paid — were generally low com-
pared to existing wages. About half of the deals
studied reported low actual wages — 20 percent
or more below market levels for their industries.
But on the positive side, the report points out
that almost one-fourth of the companies report
actual wages above existing levels.

The study states that the low wages are
somewhat surprising considering two-thirds
of the companies studied are in industries that
typically offer high-wage jobs.

Although the 1995 law does require compa-
nies to refund subsidies if they fail to meet
targets within two years, the study found no
cases where companies were required to re-
turn funds.

Like with other government programs, the
reportstates, policy-makers should revise eco-
nomic development subsidies to lower costs
and improve benefits.

Thereportrecommends creating wage floors
based on the local labor market and subsidy
caps related to the number of jobs created.
The study also advises clarifying the current
subsidy law to provide ways to improve com-
pliance and to make the law more effective for
agencies, companies, and workers.

LeRoy told the committee that state-funded
economic development efforts need to focus
more on quality job creation as opposed to
simple job creation.

Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville) said law-
makers should put some of the report’s find-
ings in perspective. He said that the study only
provides a “snapshot” of wages in the two-
year period since the reporting requirement
was instituted, and those wages may simply be
starting wages.

“I'would argue that some of this dataisn’tas
accurate as I'd like it to be,” he said.

McElroy also said that the report doesn’t
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take into consideration the fact that there are
three different tax-increment financing pro-
grams, and that those programs need to be
evaluated separately, keeping their specific
goals in mind.

For example, McElroy said, some programs
seek to redevelop polluted areas, and to evalu-
ate those programs simply for job creation
does not reflect the whole picture.

ENVIRONMENT

€

Cleaning up river spills

A bill that aims to improve response times to
hazardous spills in the Mississippi River was
approved Feb. 9 by the House Environment and
Natural Resources Policy Committee.

The bill (HF288) would provide money to
equip and train members of 14 local fire de-
partments to serve as first responders to oil
spills. It would appropriate $225,000 from the
state’s petroleum tank fund to pay for the
equipmentand training for departments from
northern Hennepin County to the Mississippi’s
headwaters.

Companies that have underground fuel
tanks in Minnesota pay fees into the petro-
leum tank fund, which is used for pollution
cleanup projects.

Rep. Jim Rostberg (R-Isanti), sponsor of
the bill, said it would be the third phase of a
program, called the Mississippi River Defense
Network, that has focused on the Mississippi
River north of the Twin Cities.

The purpose of the program is to establish a
comprehensive plan to clean up spills up-
stream of the Twin Cities. Itis funded through
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the
state.

Rostberg said he hopes the program can be
copied and expanded to include all of
Minnesota’s rivers.

Facilities that have the potential for spilling
oil are also required to have employees or
contractors who are trained to clean up an oil
spill, said Steve Lee, supervisor of the emer-
gency response team at the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency (MPCA). But most
contractors arelocated in the Twin Cities, so it
would take them several hours to respond to a
spill in outstate areas, he said.

Lee said the MPCA already trains members
oflocal fire departments to take some precau-
tions after an oil spill, such as evacuating an
area. But the bill would give local crews the
equipment and training to do the initial
cleanup. Lee said members of some depart-
ments have been receptive to the proposal.

An oil spill in a river is particularly difficult
to clean up, said David Brostrom, coordinator

of the Mississippi River Defense Network. On
average, only about 10 percent of spilled oil is
cleaned up. The rest evaporates, is absorbed
by plants, or stays in the water.

“Unless you can get there very quickly, you
might as well forget it,” Brostrom said.

Lee added that nearly all of the oil was
cleaned up fromarecent spill in South St. Paul
because of a fast response. However, fast
responses are nearly impossible if a spill oc-
curs in an outstate area because of a truck or
railroad accident.

The bill now moves to the House Com-
merce Committee.

Boosting building budgets

GOVERNMENT

Gov. Jesse Ventura’s plan to address what
some call theloomingiceberg of state building
maintenance was presented Feb. 9 to mem-
bers of the House Capital Investment Com-
mittee.

Lee Mehrkens, an official from the Minne-
sota Department of Finance, said the gover-
nor would like the current gap between what
agencies need for building maintenance and
what they are currently spending to be tight-
ened by about 5 percent.

The Statewide Facilities Management
Group, a consortium of agency building man-
agers, estimates that state agencies would have
to spend $500 million over the two-year bud-
get cycle to properly keep up with mainte-
nance needs. The group reports that agencies
are currently spending a total of $87 million
every two years for building upkeep.

Mehrkens said that the governor is recom-
mending an additional $36 million to assist
with the problem. He said the idea is to keep
up with maintenance so the state doesn’t have
to pay for major projects.

“The hope is that you can intercede early
and solve the problem at a less expensive
phase,” Merhkens said.

He also said that the governor wants a law
passed that would require state agencies to
establish separate repair and replacement ac-
counts. The accounts would be part of the
agencies’ operating budgets.

“We think it is a major step forward to
separate these accounts from the rest of the
budget,” he said.

Currently, agencies budget for building
maintenance. However, the funds are often
used for other purposes and maintenance is
sometimes neglected.

Mehrkens said that the change would make
agencies more accountable for building main-



tenance and would be the first step in a coor-
dinated statewide policy for dealing with the
issue.

Last year, the Legislature enacted a law re-
quiring the University of Minnesota and Min-
nesota State Colleges and Universities
(MnSCU) to set up separate repair and re-
placement accounts.

The governor’s recommendations follow a
reportissued in February 1998 by the Office of
the Legislative Auditor. That report offers sev-
eral approaches for strengthening and coordi-
nating the maintenance programs for state
facilities. The report also suggests creating a
funding formula to deal with the problem in
individual agency budgets.

Altogether, the higher education institu-
tions and state agencies oversee more than
4,800 state-owned buildings with about 73
million square feet of space. The replacement
value for all state buildings would exceed $7
billion, according to the auditor’s report.

The committee took no action on the
proposal.

Returning trade program funds

The House passed a bill (HF184) Feb. 8 that
would return money to the general fund that
had been intended for Minnesota’s participa-
tionin the United Nations’ Global Trade Point
Network. The vote was 128-0.

The U.N. program was designed to create a
network for global trade, which includes sev-
eral hubs, called Secure Electronic Authenti-
cation Links (SEAL). The University of
Minnesota would have been the SEAL for
North America.

Since 1996, the Legislature has appropri-
ated $1.3 million for costs related to the pro-
gram. Those funds have been mostly
distributed to various sources, including the
Minnesota Office of Technology, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, and the World Trade
Center.

But the program stalled in 1998, and then-
Gov. Arne Carlson froze spending for the
program.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Phil Krinkie
(R-Shoreview), would return the unused por-
tions of that money to the general fund.

The Office of Technology has proposed re-
starting the program through Bemidji State
University. But Krinkie said the bill would
ensure that funds are not spent until the
Legislature has investigated the issue.

The bill now moves to the Senate.

Roll call of sorrow

Lisa Brannan of Minneapolis listens to the roll
call of women and children who were killed by
theirspouses, parents, orcompanionsin 1998,
during the annual Battered Women'’s Action
Day at the Capitol Jan. 8.

INSURANCE

A statewide insurance pool for people with
chronic health conditions would receive in-
creased state funding under a bill approved
Feb. 4 by the House Commerce Committee.

Rep. BillHaas (R-Champlin), the bill’s spon-
sor, said the state currently pays $15 million
per year to the Minnesota Comprehensive
Health Association (MCHA), which provides
insurance to Minnesotans who can’t other-
wise get coverage because of chronic health
conditions.

Statelawrequires health insurers and health
maintenance organizationsto operate MCHA,
Haas said. The association’s premiums are

Funds for health plan

higher — by 101 to 125 percent — than those
for similar coverage in the private market. But
revenue from the premiums still does not
cover the costs of claims.

The state funding partially offsets the dif-
ference. However, the industry makes up the
remaining deficit by charging higher premi-
ums for traditional health plans, Haas said.
Because many large companies are self-in-
sured, those higher premiums fall mainly on
the shoulders of small businesses that provide
benefits to employees, he said.

Lynn Gruber, MCHA’s president, said pre-
miums provide about half the funding needed
for MCHA to break even. Losses in 1997 were
$47.8 million. Estimated losses for 1998 were
$50 million, $15 million of which will be paid
by the state for a net loss of $35 million.

Haas’ bill (HF208), would continue the
state’s $15 million appropriation, plus pro-
vide up to $20 million more to pay 50 percent
of the remaining deficit.

The bill would also repeal a related sunset
provision of a 1997 law. That law forbids the
state Medical Assistance or General Assistance
Medical Care programs from keeping people
with severe illnesses on MCHA and paying
MCHA'’s premiums instead of the more costly
claims.

People insured under the comprehensive
pool sometimes become eligible for Medical
Assistance or General Assistance Medical Care,
which are jointly funded by the state and
federal governments to cover lower-income
families who cannot afford insurance.

Haas estimated that keeping a person on
MCHA coverage and out of the other pro-
grams had increased the pool’s deficit by as
much as $10 million before the 1997 law halted
that practice. But that provision is scheduled
to sunset June 30, 1999. The bill would make
the provision permanent.

The bill now moves to the House Health
and Human Services Policy Committee.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Cities seek a cut of penalties

Minnesota’s cities and counties are battling
over a proposal to change the method by
which penaltiesand interest collected on prop-
erty taxes are distributed.

Under existing law, penalties and interest
are split evenly between the county in which
the property is located and the school districts
within that county.

But cities, especially smaller cities, should
be entitled to a portion of those funds, said
Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey).

Solberg is sponsoring a bill (HF220) that
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would distribute the money to all units that
levy taxes on the property in proportion to the
levy imposed in the year the penalties and
interest are collected.

Solberg told the Property Tax Division of
the House Taxes Committee Feb. 8 about a ski
resort in his district that fell upon hard times
and did not pay property taxes for five years,
causing financial hardship to nearby Hill City.
To aggravate matters, once the penalties and
interest on the back taxes were paid, the city
didn’t share in the windfall.

Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby) agreed
that cities should receive at least some of the
penalties and interest collected.

“How can you justify not giving up a por-
tion of this money just from a pure fairness
issue?” she asked.

But Joe Harris, a Dakota County commis-
sioner representing the Association of Minne-
sota Counties, said counties suffered additional
costs associated with collecting delinquent
taxes and thus shouldn’t have to share.

The committee took no action on the mat-
ter, but will consider the bill for possible inclu-
sion in this year’s omnibus tax bill.

Freeing funds for projects

A bill that would eliminate spending caps
for cities contributing money to certain local
projects was approved Feb. 8 by the House
Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs
Committee.

The bill (HF371), sponsored by Rep. Doug
Stang (R-Cold Spring), would eliminate the
$2,000 per year spending limit for cities fund-
ing local historical preservation efforts.

It would also allow cities to contribute mu-
nicipal dollars to senior citizen and youth
centers. Under current law, cities may only
fund recreational activities for the centers.
Stang’s bill would eliminate that provision
and allow cities to donate money for any pur-
pose connected with those centers.

The bill originally covered only senior cen-
ters until Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia)
offered an amendment to include youth cen-
ters as well.

A group of residents from Paynesville told
the committee about how a transportation
program connected with their city’s 9-year-
old senior citizen center needs funding. But
because the transit program is not considered
recreational, the city cannot fund it under
current law.

Inaddition, Paynesville residents noted that
there are historical projects that the city could
fund more adequately without the spending
caps.

Some lawmakers voiced concern over elimi-
nating the limits completely.
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Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris) said there
should be a mechanism in place so city gov-
ernments don’t overuse tax dollars for projects
voters have not approved.

Although no amendments were offered to
add spending limits, Stang said he would con-
sider adding language to accommodate his
colleagues’ concerns.

HF371 now moves to the House floor.

o

Report jabs boxing board

SPORTS

The head of the Minnesota Board of Boxing
defended his agency before a House commit-
tee Feb. 8, following a recent recommenda-
tion that the board be eliminated or placed
under another agency’s authority.

James O’Hara, executive secretary of the
Board on Boxing, told the House Jobs and
Economic Development Finance Committee
that his agency is responsible for Minnesota’s
reputation as a safe place to box.

“Minnesota is respected throughout the
nation and internationally,” he said. “They
used to call our state a sissy state because we
don’t want any injuries.”

The recommendations concerning the
board were included in a report on occupa-
tional regulation by the Office of the Legisla-
tive Auditor. The auditor found that overall
the state’s policy on regulating occupations is
inconsistent, and that oversight of the regula-
tory agencies needs to be improved.

The auditor’s report specifically names the
Board of Assessors, the Board of Private De-
tectives and Protective Agents, and the Board

of Boxing as regulatory agencies that should
be reviewed by the Legislature.

The auditor’s report points out that the
boxing board is exempt from the law requir-
ing boards to be funded through licenses and
other fees. The report also notes that all other
professional and amateur sports are regulated
by private organizations.

O’Hara said that boxing should be overseen
by people who know the sport, not “clerks” in
a state agency. He also said that the board has
kept its fees low because it tends to serve
underprivileged and disadvantaged youth, and
that the board makes sure that every boxer in
the state is insured.

The Board of Boxing, located in the Golden
Rule Building in downtown St. Paul, regulates
boxing, full contact karate, and kick boxing.
Annual licenses for referees, managers, and
boxers range from $2 to $25. The board issued
183 such licenses in 1998.

The committee took no action on the
recommendations.

TAXES

Incentive for insurance

Auto, homeowner, life, and health insur-
ance premiums are common expenses for most
Minnesota families. Long-term care insur-
ance isn’t.

Rep. Roxann Daggett (R-Frazee) would like
to change that. Sheis sponsoringabill (HF378)
that would significantly increase the state’s
income tax credit for purchasing long-term
care policies.

Citing the need to begin preparing now for

Student march

Students from state universities, community colleges, and technical colleges rally for more state
aid and lower tuition increases than called for in Gov. Jesse Ventura’s proposed budget. The
students marched to the Capitol and rallied on the front steps Feb. 10.




the eventual swell of state residents who will
need nursing home care, Daggett urged her
colleagues on the House Taxes Committee
Feb. 9 to raise the credit five-fold.

Under a 1997 law, the creditis set at $100 or
25 percent of the amount paid per beneficiary,
with a maximum credit of $200 annually on a
joint return or $100 for other filers.

Thebill would increase the maximum credit
to $500 per person or $1,000 per joint return.

Daggett said the $3.4 million price tag to
provide the credit to an estimated 16,000 filers
over the next biennium should be viewed as a
long-term investment in the solvency of the
state.

Daggett said when today’s baby boomers
age, they will need taxpayer-supported nurs-
ing home care in record numbers. And there
will be fewer workers to pay taxes to help
cushion those costs, estimated now at $39,000
per patient annually.

However, the amount the state would have
to pay would decrease substantially as more
people purchase long-term care insurance.

“We need a carrot to save tax dollars in the
long run,” Daggett said.

The bill would also make the credit refund-
able and would eliminate a provision of the
1997 law that required policies to have an
automatic benefits inflation clause in order to
qualify for the credit.

That provision would bring state law into
conformity with federal law. The Internal Rev-
enue Service requires insurance plan sellers to
offer the inflation-adjusted policy, which is
roughly twice the cost of a regular policy.

Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris) said he
does not believe there is a need for a tax credit
because people will buy the policies anyway to
protect their assets. Before most people can
qualify for state and federal nursing home aid
programs, they must deplete their personal
financial capacity.

Daggett said many people purchase the poli-
cies to assure they have choices if nursing
home care becomes inevitable. She noted that
most states around Minnesota have similar
tax credits and that the numbers of policies
sold in those states far exceeds the number
sold in Minnesota.

Considering that the state could “save a
fortune” over thelong run, Rep. Kris Hasskamp
(DFL-Crosby) questioned whether the tax
credit Daggett is proposing is sufficient.
Hasskamp suggested upping the ante and in-
cluding something for family members who
assist with the care of an elderly loved one,
thereby putting off the need for nursing home
care.

The bill was laid over for possible inclusion
in the omnibus tax bill.

Farmer bugged by policy

If you raise insects for a living, are you
considered a farmer? Not under state statutes
that define agricultural property and how it’s
taxed.

That fact so dismayed Gordon Vadis of
Ham Lake that he decided to do something
about it. And he convinced Rep. Tom
Hackbarth (R-Cedar) to sponsor abill (HF235)
that would expand the state’s definition of
agricultural products to include “insects pri-
marily bred to be used as food for animals” in
determining if property qualifies for the agri-
cultural property classification.

Vadis told the Property Tax Division of the
House Taxes Committee Feb. 8 that he has
been raising crickets for the past nine years,
each year claiming the agricultural property
tax classification.

But after a recent visit to his 50-acre farm
from the Anoka County assessor, he was told
the law had changed and that classification
now applied only to those who raised food for
human consumption. Vadis does not qualify.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), who
chairs the Taxes Committee, said he aims to
incorporate the change into this year’s omni-
bus tax bill.

“This is a prime example of someone who
has done nothing wrong but is being rung up
by the system,” Abrams said.

And, he said, it is decisions like this one that
foster public mistrust and resentment of the
state’s revenue department.

“Someone had to have looked long and
hard to determine this property doesn’t
qualify,” added Rep. Bob Milbert (DFL-South
St. Paul).

Rep. William Kuisle (R-Rochester) said the
committee may also want to consider broad-
ening the scope to include those insects raised
to eat other insects, an increasingly popular
method of decreasing the amount of insecti-
cide used in raising farm crops.

Vadis said insect farming is a growing in-
dustry nationwide. He produces about 325,000
crickets weekly on his farm. They are used for
a variety of purposes.

The Minnesota Department of Revenue has
determined the bill would have no fiscal im-
pact. The committee took no action on the

bill.

Cities seek revenue hike

The formulas under which the state pro-
vides direct revenue to cities are complicated,
and some municipalities don’t believe they’re
treated fairly.

Bills requesting additional money for two
cities — Pine Island (HF102) and St. Francis
(HF104) — were discussed Feb. 8 in the Prop-
erty Taxes Division of the House Taxes Com-
mittee.

Pine Island is seeking $102,000 in addi-
tional aid, and St. Francis wants $300,000. If
the funds are awarded, that amount would be
subtracted from the next round of money to
be distributed to all qualifying cities.

Steve Bjork, planner and coordinator for St.
Francis, told the committee his city has
struggled for years to provide adequate ser-
vices. He presented a chart that showed St.
Francisreceiving $61,556 inlocal government
aid for fiscal year 1999, while cities of similar
size received about $330,000 each.

e—

Rep. Ron Erhardst, center, and his staff don bug antennae during a Feb. 8 discussion of a bill that would
allow insect farmers to receive new agricultural property tax classification. Also pictured are Committee
Administrator Margaret Amundson, left, Legislative Assistant Michelle Boulay, second from right, and

Legislative Assistant Erin Buie, right.
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He noted that part of the crunch in his city
is caused by the St. Francis School District,
which operates four schools with 5,200 stu-
dents, district offices, and busing operations
inside the city limits. The student population
causes a heavier drain on public services than
would be expected in a town of 4,000. Addi-
tionally, all of the school-owned property in
the city is exempt from paying city taxes.

Bjork, one of three employees at St. Francis
City Hall, said that although the town has
grown from 2,463 in 1990 to an estimated
4,600 1in 1998, its ability to tax hasn’t kept pace
with needs.

Many residents are in the low- and moder-
ate-income bracket. He said only eight miles
of 25 road miles in the city are paved and the
remainder are gravel.

Pine Island’s story is similar. For yearsit has
received less local aid than its neighbors of
similar size and less than average.

PineIsland city administrator Elmer Brocker
said the city actually receives less local govern-
ment aid from the state today than it did in
1990.

Despite the low funding level, the city has
managed to accommodate rapid growth and
to cut taxes, said Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake
City), sponsor of HF102.

“And they’re being penalized for their suc-
cess,” Osskopp added.

Abraham Algadi, executive director of the
Pine Island Economic Development Author-
ity, said the city faces a number of develop-
menthurdlesin the next fewyears. Completing
them would be difficult without an injection
of state funds.

The bills would raise St. Francis’ per capita
aid base from $6.79 to $86 and Pine Island’s
from $83 to $129.

Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar) is sponsor-
ing HF104.

Both bills were laid over for possible inclu-
sion in the omnibus tax bill.

TECHNOLOGY

No OK for Y2K plan

A bill that aims to provide some damage
control for the so-called Y2K bug was rejected
Feb. 8 by the House Local Government and
Metropolitan Affairs Committee.

Thebill (HF73) would have protected some
types of Y2K information from civil liability
and would have authorized the governor to
declare a state of emergency based on prob-
lems associated with the bug.

It would have also allowed cities to incur
debt for spending to address year 2000 prob-
lems without voter approval and appropri-
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ated money for a local government Y2K loan
fund.

The Y2K bugisa problem that may occur in
many computers that were not programmed
to handle the switch to the year 2000. Many
older programs use only the last two digits to
track the year, and at the end 1999, those
programs will roll to 00. That means some
computers will think it’s 1900, which could
cause major technical malfunctions and cre-
ate troubles industries such as airline travel,
banking, and utilities.

Several legislators voiced concern over the
liability and debt service issues in the bill, and
some said the measure was too broad in its
scope.

Rep. Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson), the bill’s
sponsor, said that under normal conditions
his bill would not be considered good legisla-
tion because of its scope.

“Thisisoneveryunusual and unprecedented
circumstance,” he said.

However, Hilty encouraged members to
approve the bill, saying that if the Legislature
does not take steps to address potential prob-
lems, the level of Y2K hysteria could get out of
hand.

“We’re going to foster very irrational be-
havior,” he said.

_—

CommCOl0

TRANSPORTATION

Report reveals rail options

The Twin Cities area has the capacity to
support a six-line commuter rail system at a
cost of $1.4 billion, according to a study pro-
duced by the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation.

Thereport was discussed Feb. 9 by the House
Transportation Policy Committee.

Now in its second phase, the study was
directed by the 1997 Legislature for the pur-
pose of determining whether a commuter rail
system would be a cost-effective option for
mass transitin the seven-county metropolitan
area. Projected population growth hasled vari-
ous organizations to estimate a substantial
growth in traffic congestion during the next
two decades.

In 1998, the study presented possible rail
lines that would run into downtown Minne-
apolis or St. Paul originating from six cities:
Bethel, Northfield, Norwood-Young America,
Elk River, Hastings, and Forest Lake. There
could also be a Minneapolis-St. Paul connec-
tor route.

This year’s update includes cost and rider-
ship estimates, and a suggested plan for imple-
mentation. Another part of the study seeks to

measure the level of support for a commuter
rail system.

Accordingto the report, 90 percent of people
surveyed showed support for the concept of
commuter rail.

About 18,000 people would use commuter
rail, and department officials said that could
decrease traffic congestion by 2 to 7 percent.

Most train trips would not significantly dif-
fer from car travel times, but many would be
shorter than a bus trip. Depending on the
length of the trip, ticket prices would range
from $2 to $5.75.

Commuter rail lines would operate on ex-
isting freight railroad lines using passenger
cars. The trains would run primarily during
rush hours and would serve a mostly subur-
ban population. Chicago, Boston, and Los
Angeles have commuter rail systems.

The conceptisdifferent fromlight-rail tran-
sit, which is used primarily for shorter trips in
urban areas.

In 1998, the Legislature allotted $40 million
for light rail construction in the Hiawatha
Corridor in Minneapolis. The U.S. Congress
followed with a $120 million appropriation.
Construction for that project, which is under
the Metropolitan Council’s direction, could
begin as early as 2000.

Although no plans were presented, depart-
ment officials said it would be possible for
commuter and light-rail systems to co-exist in
the metro area.

The committee took no action on the report.

Long waits for driving tests

The lines are too long and the license plates
are running out, said Katherine Burke Moore
of the Driver and Vehicle Services Division of
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.

Moore presented the governor’sbudget rec-
ommendations for her department Feb. 8 to
members of the House Transportation Fi-
nance Committee.

She said waiting times at driver’s license
testing centers are the longest they’'ve ever
been. In the summer of 1998, 40 percent of the
state’s testing sites exceeded the standard two-
week appointment wait times.

A proposed biennial increase of $1.9 mil-
lion would pay for 18 new driver’s license
examiners, testing machines, and a 24-hour
hotline to book appointments. The division
also has plans to add five languages, including
Vietnamese, Somalian, Hmong, and Russian,
to its written test format.

In addition, Moore said the state will likely
run out of license plates by April 1. The
governor’s budget includes an emergency



supplemental appropriation of $629,000 to
keep up with current demand plus additional
funding for the biennium.

Moore said the increase was caused by a 4
percent growth in vehicles on the road, which
surpassed the division’s estimates. More cars
than usual are receiving a third set of plates,
too. The state requires license plates be re-
placed every seven years.

Thedivision’s budget also calls for $580,000
to fund a pilot program for Internet and tele-
phone vehicle registration over the next two
years.

The committee took no action on the issue.

Extending deadline for bonuses

VETERANS

A bill that would extend the deadline for
Persian Gulf War veterans to apply for abonus
was approved Feb. 8 by the House Govern-
mental Operations and Veterans Affairs
Commiittee.

The 1997 Legislature allocated $17 million
for bonuses and related administration costs,
but fewer Persian Gulf War veterans than
expected have applied for abonus through the
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs.

The law apportions bonuses at three levels.
About 13,200 veterans who are eligible for the
Southwest Asia Service Medal — essentially
those who served in the war zone — can
receive $600 each. Another 30,500 veterans
who were preparing to be shipped overseas
can each receive $300. The families of the nine
Minnesota soldiers killed in the war are each
eligible for $2,000.

The bonuses are similar to those paid to
veterans of the Vietnam War, except that fami-
lies who lost a loved one during that war
received $1,000.

Rep. Jim Rostberg (R-Isanti), sponsor of
the bill (HF136), said only about half of the
$17 million has been claimed by Gulf War
veterans. The bill would extend the deadline
to apply for a bonus from June 30, 1999, to
June 30, 2001, in hopes of allowing more
veterans to claim the money.

The bill now moves to the House State
Government Finance Committee.

If you have Internet access, visit the
Legislature’s web page at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us

Preventing homelessness
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Cindy Murphy Kelley, right, executive director of the Learning Center for Homeless Families, is
accompanied by three of her students as she testifies Feb. 5 before the House Jobs & Economic
Development Finance Committee concerning homeless prevention programs available for

children and their families.

Profile of Learning fails test in the House

The House passed a bill (HF15) Feb. 11
thatwould repeal the state’s Profile of Learn-
ing. The vote was 92-35.

The bill would do away with all provi-
sions of the profile and create a “rigorous
academic standards” plan that would in-
corporate basic skills testing and required
subjectareas, butleave the implementation
and curriculum up to school districts.

The Profile of Learning is half of the
state’s Graduation Standards initiative, to-
gether with the basic skills tests. The pro-
gram was designed to ensure students could
apply knowledge on real-world tasks.

In order to graduate from high school,
students must complete 24 content standards
in 10 learning areas. The profile has been
criticized by some educators, parents, and
legislators as a set of mandated curricula with
a burdensome system of record-keeping.

The version of the bill that passed con-
tained significant changes from the origi-
nal bill introduced by Rep. Tony Kielkucki
(R-Lester Prairie).

The original measure would have re-
duced the Profile of Learning’s required
learningareas and content standards, added
a standardized test, and eliminated perfor-
mance packages, which are curriculum and
assessment plans used by teachers to mea-
sure student achievement.

Kielkucki said the amended version was
drafted inresponse to constituent concerns

and what he heard during long hours of
public testimony in the House Education
Policy Committee.

“It supports the responsibility of educa-
tion and puts it back where it belongs —
with our parents, our teachers, and our
schools,” Kielkucki said.

The bill calls for a foundation of read-
ing, writing, and math, and would estab-
lish 15 subject areas that school districts
must offer. Under an amendment offered
by Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long
Prairie) and approved on the House floor,
abstinence-based sex education would also
be required in school health classes.

Rep. Gene Pelowski (DFL-Winona), a
strong supporter of the bill, said it would end
an eight-year cycle of “bashing public educa-
tion” under former Gov. Arne Carlson.

Many DFLers objected to the bill, saying
it goes too far in setting new standards that
could create problems similar to those that
teachers currently have with the Profile of
Learning. “We are not fixing it by gutting
it,” said Rep. Leslie Schumacher (DFL-
Princeton). “We are not fixing it by shov-
ing politics down our children’s throats.”

Otherssaid teachers, administrators,and
parents were not given enough time to
respond to theamended version of the bill,
and should have been brought in for com-
mittee testimony.

HF15 goes to the Senate.
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Snowmobile Studs . ..

Task force creates plan to aIIow studs fix trail damage

By Jon Fure

Repealing the statewide ban
on metal traction devices —
or studs — for snowmobiles
was a high priority for several
House members this session.

The House passed a bill Jan.
21 that would repeal the ban,
with bill supporters citing potential losses in
tourism revenue and other problems with the
1998 law.

Damage to state-funded paved trails was
one of the main factors that led to the ban.
Although stud use was already prohibited on
paved trails, some felt that a statewide ban of
stud use on all state surfaces — including
publiclands, unpaved trails, and roads — was
necessary to curb the ongoing, illegal use of
studs on paved trails.

The ban is set to go into effect July 1, and
snowmobilers who use studs this winter are
required to pay a special fee.

Repairing the damage to state trails has
been estimated at $1 million, with damage to
local and county trails bringing the estimate
up to $3 million.

Proponents of the bill (HF6) vowed to find
solutions to trail damage and other stud-re-
lated problems in separate legislation, and the
Outdoor Recreation Task Force was formed
to study those issues in more detail.

“We wanted to fast track that bill because
we want to get the tourism back,” said Rep.
Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar), task force chair and
sponsor of HF6. “But we wanted more public
input on those other issues, so that’s why we
created the task force.”

A bill has been drafted, but not yet intro-
duced, that incorporates the findings of the
House task force. The bill would require
snowmobilers who use studs to help pay for
damage to paved trails.

Minnesota residents who wish to use snow-
mobile studs would be able to purchase a $10
sticker to be displayed on their machine, simi-
lar to the state licenses required for all snow-
mobiles. Revenue from the sticker would go to
the snowmobile trails and enforcement ac-
count in the state’s natural resources fund,
and it could only be spent on repairing pub-
licly owned paved trails.

Those provisions aim to address what many
see as a problem with the 1998 law. That
measure requires snowmobilers to purchase a
$50 sticker if they want to use metal studs until
the ban becomes effective later this year. But
the law does not include a mechanism to

Acloserlook ...
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A wide-reaching ban on snowmoblle studs would be repealed under a bill already passed by the House,
but a second measure expected to be introduced would make snowmobilers financially responsible for
damage done to paved trails resulting from illegal use of the metal studs.

spend that money on trail repairs or the like.

The task force proposal would raise money
to repair trails over the next five years, instead
of trying to repair all the damage in one year.

The Minnesota Department of Revenue has
provided estimates of the revenue from the
$10stickers, assuming there are 277,000 regis-
tered snowmobiles in the state. If 30 percent of
those registered snowmobile users were to
buy a sticker, $831,000 would be raised. If 40
percent use the sticker, more than $1.1 million
would be generated, and $1.39 million would
be generated if 50 percent of registered snow-
mobiles use the sticker.

The department also noted that keeping the
ban means the state would lose sales tax rev-
enue from the sale of snowmobile studs.

Hackbarth said Feb. 10 that the task force
will not continue meeting. He said he plans to
present a bill and a report on the task force’s
findings to the chair of the House Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Policy Commit-
tee, Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount).

Hackbarth’s proposal would not charge a
fee to non-Minnesota residents. Task force
member Rep. Tom Bakk (DFL-Cook) said
tourism in outstate areas has already suffered
from the stud ban, and that excluding non-
residents from the fee would be like “extend-
inganolivebranch” to welcome snowmobilers
from Wisconsin and other neighboring states.

Snowmobiling on Minnesota’s lakes and
trails has brought in millions of dollars in
tourism revenue, according to the Minnesota

Office of Tourism. A 1996 survey of registered
snowmobile owners estimated that Minneso-
tans spentalmost $104 million related to snow-
mobile use. Snowmobilers from outside the
state spent an estimated $43.8 million that
year, according to the survey.

Hackbarth said the looming stud ban has
already caused people from other states to
avoid snowmobiling in Minnesota.

“T’ve gotten calls from Illinois, lowa, South
Dakota, and North Dakota,” Hackbarth said.
“They’ve said, ‘Why should I go to Minnesota
this year or ever again?” We’ve already taken a
big, big hit.”

Not only has Hackbarth heard from people
outside the state, but, he said, metro-area
snowmobilers have said they are choosing to
take their snowmobiles to northern Wiscon-
sin or Michigan to avoid having to take the
studs offtheir machines or pay additional fees.

Since passing the House, HF6 has moved to
the Senate. It was approved by the Senate
Environmentand Natural Resources and State
Government Finance committees and now
moves to the Senate floor.

The Senate amended thebill to include fines
for snowmobilers caught using studs on paved
trails. The first offense would be a $50 fine, the
second offense would be no more than $300,
and subsequent offenses would be no more
than $600. Under the 1998 law, second or
subsequent violations of the stud ban are pun-
ishable by confiscating the violator’s snow-
mobile. HF6 would repeal that penalty. &



Impeachment Trial . . .

Minnesotan cast crucial vote to save Andrew Johnson

By Grant Martin
hen Minnesota’s Republican Legisla-
Wture sent Daniel S. Norton to
Washington, D.C.toserveasU.S. sena-
tor, legislators expected him to tow the party
line.

Norton, however, chose to follow his own
path, including casting a crucial vote for ac-
quittal at President Andrew Johnson’s im-
peachment trial.

Norton served as a state senator from
Winona from 1863 to 1865. In his first elec-
tion bid, he failed to receive the Republican
endorsement at the district convention. So he
briefly joined with the Democratic Party and
won the election. While serving in the state
Senate, he quickly went back to calling himself
a Republican.

Norton was elected to the U. S. Senate in
1865. After a desperate fight to gain the Re-
publican caucus endorsement, Norton didn’t
even attend the full vote by a joint session of
the Minnesota Legislature. Elected 46-12 over
the Democratic nominee, Mr. Norton was off
to Washington.

In the yearsleading up to the 1868 impeach-
ment, Republicans both nationally and in
Minnesota had been dissatisfied with their
Democratic president.

Johnson, a former slave owner who had
served as the military governor of Tennessee
under Union occupation, became president
following President Abraham Lincoln’s assas-
sination in April 1865.

Johnson’s presidency was defined by his
continual battle with the Republican-con-
trolled Congress, primarily over the issue of
how to bring the 11 states of the Confederacy
back into the Union.

Johnson believed that the former Confed-
erate states should be brought back to the
Union as quickly as possible. Republicans,
however, wanted several safeguards put into
place to ensure that the South would not rise
again. Norton went against his Republican
colleagues and sided with Johnson on such
issues.

In 1866, Norton voted against the Republi-
can civil rights bill and the supplementary
Freedman’s Bureau bill. Both bills were later
vetoed by Johnson.

Norton voted against the attempt to over-
ride the veto of the civil rights bill, and later
voted against the joint resolution to send the
Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution
to the state legislatures.

Norton’s votes went unnoticed in Minne-

President Andrew Johnson survived an
impeachmenttrial thanks in part to the support of
Daniel S. Norton, a U.S. senator from Minnesota.

sota for the most part. However, William Pitt
Murray, a Democrat serving in the state Sen-
ate, was keeping an eye on Norton’s activity in
Congress. At the close of the 1866 session,
Murray offered a resolution thanking Norton
for his statesmanship and his recent votes in
Congress.

Republicansin the Minnesota Senate, think-
ing Murray’s resolution a concession to one of
their own, gladly supported his decree, and it
was adopted.

That very day, Norton was casting a vote
against a Republican bill that would have ex-
cluded southern senators and representatives
from serving in Congress until the members
approved their admissions.

In June 1866, Johnson, who had grown
tired of fighting the Republicans Congress,
called for the creation of a new party, which he
christened the National Union movement.
Johnson hoped to combine the political sup-
port of Democrats and conservative
Republicans.

In Washington, Republicans claimed that
Johnson’s actions were simply a way to win
support for Democrats, and promised to run
out of the party any Republicans who partici-
pated. Norton officially endorsed Johnson’s
National Union movement.

H. P. Hall, the Republican editor of the St.
Paul Press at the time, felt that Norton’s pri-
mary purpose in siding with Johnson had to
do with political advantage.

“Here Norton saw, or thought he saw, his

opportunity,” Hall wrote. “Johnson was no-
toriously exchanging patronage for support,
and, to Norton’s vision, his becoming a sup-
porter of the president would enable him to
dispense all the patronage of Minnesota. He
accordingly Andy Johnsonized asa full-fledged
Democrat.”

When the Minnesota Legislature met in
1867, Norton’s activity soon became the sub-
ject of debate.

The Minnesota House passed a resolution
declaring that Norton had “wickedly betrayed
and renounced fidelity to his former expressed
principles.” The resolution suggested that he
should resign his office as senator. The Min-
nesota Senate passed a similar decree.

Fromthatpointon, Norton considered him-
self excommunicated from the party, and he
voted consistently with the Democrats.

The final straw for the Republican Congress
came when Johnson attempted to fire Edwin
M. Stanton from his position as the Secretary
of War. The House of Representatives im-
peached Johnson in February 1868, based on
Johnson’s violation of the Tenure of Office
Act. That law, passed over Johnson’s veto,
required the president to seek permission from
Congress to fire a cabinet member.

The Minnesota Legislature passed a joint
resolution March 6, 1868, giving hearty sup-
port to Congress’ efforts to impeach Johnson.

On May 16, Johnson held on to the presi-
dency by asingle vote, 39-16. Most noticeable,
seven radical Republicans voted against their
caucus, and for acquittal.

When the votes forimpeachmentwerelisted
in the papers, the Republican’s names were
listed in Roman letters, and Democrats were
listed in italics. Norton’s “not guilty” vote was
listed in italics. Hall wrote that Norton’s vote
onimpeachment came as a surprise to no one.

“Mr. Norton, though elected by a Legisla-
ture overwhelmingly Republican, was not re-
garded as a traitor to his party in his vote
against impeachment,” Hall wrote. “He had
longsince gone over to the Democrats, and his
name simply appeared in the impeachment
voting list in italics. Even the Minnesota Re-
publican papers did not criticize Norton then.”

In a speech to a Democratic rally in 1869,
Norton defended his departure from the Re-
publican ranks. “I saw that the course ofaman
who desired to restore his country and bring
in to its olden-time reunion and glory did not
lie with that party and with the prosecution of
its measure and what it proposed,” he said.
“SoTlleftit.” @&,
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Capitol Forum Series . . .

Speaker gives education on future of online learning

By Paul Wahl

If you can earn a degree in
front of your computer at
home, why venture out into
the cold and snow to sit in a
classroom?

And what’s in store for
Minnesota’s higher educa-
tion programs given the pro-
liferation of learning
opportunities on the World
Wide Web?

Those were key questions that Michael
Dolence asked legislators and others to con-
sider in a presentation Feb. 11 at the
Minnesota History Center.

Dolence, a consultant and education re-
searcher, said a “new learning landscape” was
emerging, requiring greater flexibility in higher
education and innovative planning and legis-
lation.

The speech was part of the Capitol Forum
Series, an annual series of lectures sponsored
by the McKnight Foundation and Minnesota
Technology, Inc.

In a presentation filled with statistics,
Dolence painted a challenging picture for tra-
ditional higher education.

He said there are about 76 million learners
nationwide in adult education programs —
over half of them for work-related purposes
and almost as many for personal enrichment.

Of the 40 million who undertook work-
related learning, only 20 percent were en-
rolled in traditional post-secondary education.
The bulk were part of education programs
sponsored by businesses.

Dolence said that the country’s Big Three
auto companies each spend nearly a billion
dollars apiece on “corporate universities.”
That’s $3 billion that ordinarily would be spent
at the nation’s colleges and universities. It’s
not being spent there, he said, primarily be-
cause the companies could not find the educa-
tional packages they needed for their workers.

Companies have told Dolence thatlearningin
the 21st century is so important to their bottom
line and their worldwide competitiveness that
they have established corporate universities in
order to advance their learning goals at a more
rapid rate than competitors and thereby seize
their strategic position for the future.

Meanwhile, traditional higher education
programs are worrying about how much time
a student spends in a classroom and about
hurtful assessment processes.

“Weplacelearnersinan environmentwhere
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Michael Dolence, a higher education consultant, tells lawmakers and staff that computer technology
will soon revolutionize educational programs. Dolence spoke Feb. 10 at the third event of this year’s

Capitol Forum Series.

they feel they can’t learn,” Dolence said. “Do
we care more about learning and building a
learning environment or keeping students in
seats? Sixty-five percent of 40 million students
come self-funded and we’ve let it go because of
our rules.

“If we cannot build a system, if you as a
legislators cannot enable higher education to
respond to that kind of blossoming need, then
we are going to give up all of that learning to
commercial operations.”

Dolence, who has taught extensively and is
currently abusiness owner, said that’s danger-
ous because it means a competitive disadvan-
tage for labor supply purposes.

Noting that states can’t legally restrict the
flow of information across state lines, Dolence
said the colleges of the future will have to be
prepared to compete globally.

“The minute that happens, the state pur-
view over education policy becomes dimin-
ished,” he said. “It’s not because we don’thave
acommitment to fund education, it’s because
no matter what we do to curriculum in the
state, nimble competitors from outside our
state can now steal students from our own
universities.”

Dolence lauded Minnesota’s commitment
toeducationasamong thebest “on the planet,”
but added one caveat.

“It’s great now, but everyone on the planet
isafterit,” he said. “They wanttoleapfrogover

you to seize high ground by capitalizing on
early acknowledgement that the rules have
changed.”

Dolence believes there’s little time to waste.
Forty states, including Minnesota, have al-
readyadopted virtual university strategies, and
more than 17,000 courses are already offered
online. Some entities have created “credit
banking,” which allows students to pick and
choose online courses that best suit their needs
and gather them under one umbrella for
degree-granting purposes.

He said eventually the federal government
will adapt its educational loan and grant pro-
grams to cover Internet-based learning, which
should facilitate a giant burst in popularity of
that format.

Dolence admitted that not everything can
be taught online. He said there will always be
a need for the traditional classroom.

“What online sets us is a more fluid learning
system to combine both, and the state has to
protect both,” he said.

Inresponse to aquestion about Minnesota’s
Profile of Learning, Dolence said the program
is commendable because it moves away from
measuring students by how much timeis spent
in a seat and bases performance measure-
ments instead on how much a student learns.

y 8



New Members . ..

For new DFLer, thoughtfulness is the name of the game

By Jon Fure

The 1998 election was a satisfying one for
Rep. Ann Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington).
Not only did she win asa DFLer in a tradition-
ally Republican district,
she was the only mem-
ber of her party state-
wide to gain a seat that
was last held by a
Republican.

And she did it with a
name that doesn’t ex-
actlylenditselfto catchy
slogans.

“People have said for years that I should
change my name,” she said. “But I like my
name. I think it’s interesting.”

Her husband’s name is Nels Erickson, and
Lenczewski said her decision to keep her sur-
name was not some sort of statement. She
would have been just as happy to be known as
Ann Erickson, but she’s learned to like having
a name that makes her stand out in a crowd.

“I talked to him and said I was thinking
about keeping my name, and he said, ‘That’s
fine, just don’t ask me to take it,”” she recalled.
“But if he had had a problem with it, I would
have changed it.”

Bloomington residents have gotten used to
seeing and hearing Lenczewski’s name. She
had been on the city council there for five
years. Still, she had her name spelled phoneti-
cally (len-CHESS-key) on her campaign signs
so her supporters could all pronounce the
name they checked on the ballot.

As a city council member, Lenczewski also

Rep. Ann Lenczewski

stood out because she was always the only
Democrat, but that never bothered her.

“I'm not a very partisan person,” she said.
“I'm used to working with Republicans.”

Her main goals as a House member are to
study hard and make informed, logical deci-
sions — instead of having a biased agenda or
making a decision before listening to the
debate.

“Ilove public policy,” she said. “I enjoy the
debate of public policy. And being on the
council heightened my awareness, seeing how
much the state was influencing what we tried
to accomplish as a council.”

She became interested in holding public
office when she began serving on some local
advisory commissions and task forces.

“I looked at the elected body and said to
myself, ‘T could do that,”” she said. “It always
looks like an easier job from the outside.”

She got into politics to do what she can to
improve people’s lives.

“I know that sounds corny, but that’s been
my experience with elected officials, both Re-
publicans and Democrats,” she said. “No
matter how conservative or liberal you are,
you really are trying to make things better for
people. I know people don’t always believe
that, but I really have found that to be true
most of the time.”

She credits her parents for influencing her
interest in public policy. Her mother was vale-
dictorian at the College of St. Catherine and
later earned a graduate degree in a time when
not many women attended to college. Her
father earned several graduate degrees and

taught in the Edina school district, so educa-
tion and related issues were frequent topics of
discussion at the Lenczewski dinner table.

Lenczewski has a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from the College of St. Benedict and
studied at the University of Minnesota’s Hubert
H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs.

She is a lifelong Bloomington resident, a
graduate of Thomas Jefferson Senior High
School, and she has four children ages 2, 6, 8,
and 9.

As a member of the House Taxes Commit-
tee, Lenczewski said she is proud to have been
apartofthebipartisan effort to fast track HF1,
a tax rebate bill passed by the House Feb. 4.
She said she feels fortunate to be on the tax
panel, which is an uncommon assignment for
a freshman lawmaker.

With returning the state tax surplus to resi-
dents being in the forefront at the Legislature
thisyear, Lenczewski said she hasbeen told the
taxes committee is working at a faster pace
than usual. She also serves on the Property
Taxes Division of the Taxes Committee, as
well as the House Governmental Operations
and Veterans Affairs, Transportation Finance,
and Transportation Policy committees.

District 40B

1995 population: 32,499
Largest city: Bloomington
County: Hennepin
Location: southwestern metro
Top concern: “To work as bipartisanly as possible in
a very partisan environment, and to stay in touch
with people in my district.”

— Rep. Ann Lenczewski

ackoa

“Anybody gotasolderinggun?” asked Rep.
Sherry Broecker (R-Vadnais Heights), pop-
ping up from behind the sound system con-
trol panel with a pen knife in one hand and
tape in the other.

Unfortunately, the lawmakers and lobby-
ists waiting for the start of the House Crime
Prevention Committee meeting Feb. 9 just
shrugged their shoulders. Broecker, acting as
committee chair while Rep. Rich Stanek (R-
Maple Grove) recovered from surgery,
couldn’tstart the meeting because ofashortin
the system that records the meetings. Broecker
finally got the system working with the help of
apage who held the wires together throughout
the meeting.

Gov. Jesse Ventura has announced that he
will give his State of the State Address at noon
March 2 in the House chamber.

Traditionally, governors have made their
speeches nearer the beginning of the legisla-
tive session, but Ventura, who ad-libbed his
brief inaugural speech, has been slow in com-
mitting to a date. Perhaps he has been prepar-
ing some notes on the $23 billion budget he
released a couple weeks ago.

The governor will address members of the
House and Senate, and there is limited seating
for members of the public in the House

gallery.

During a Feb. 11 hearing on a bill that
would exempt tickets for Minnesota State High
School League events from sales taxes, several
members of the House Taxes Committee won-
dered what theleague would do with the money
saved.

David Stead, the league’s executive direc-
tor, assured the committee the money would
be returned to member schools.

“I think I can guarantee that they won’t use
it to raise the salaries for referees,” said the
bill’s sponsor, Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-
Bovey), noting the presence of House Speaker
Steven Sviggum, who has been a referee for
events sponsored by the league over the years.

Sviggum said he was pleased to hear that
and added he supported the bill.
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New Members . ..

For Cassell, helping schools supercedes other concerns

By Sarah Hallonquist

Rep. George Cassell (R-Alexandria) used to
be a cowboy, but when it came to running for
the Legislature, it was Cassell who had to be

- roped in for the job.

He was barely a year
into his retirement as a
school superintendent
when Alexandria com-
munity leaders asked him
if he’d consider running
for the House seat vacated
by former Rep. Hilda
Bettermann.

Cassell, 63, had been looking forward to a
less public lifestyle and initially wasn’t sure if
he was up for a legislative career. But after
talking it over with family members and doing
a lot of thinking, Cassell and his wife, Carol,
decided to accept what they considered an-
other call to serve the public.

For now, he’s put off work on his 80-acre
hobby farm outside Alexandria, and stays in a
rented apartment in downtown St. Paul dur-
ing the week.

The former Wyoming cowboy keeps a cow-
boy hat with a snakeskin band hanging in his
office, and he jokingly threatens to wear his
spurs onto the House floor if he needs to digin
his heels during debate. His well-worn boots
sit waiting near the cowboy hat.

Carol works alongside her husband almost
everyday. Behind alaptop computerand seated
at a table stacked with papers, she helps him
stay organized and efficient.

She’s used to the task, having moved with
him between various teaching and superin-
tendent positions from Minnesota to Idaho to
Wyoming and back to Minnesota. Married in
1955, the couple has three grown children —
Susan, George Jr., and Robert — and nine

Rep. George Cassell

grandchildren. Two more grandchildren are
on the way.

Afterretiring from educationin 1997, Cassell
thought he’d have some time to travel and get
away from life in a fishbowl.

He was superintendent of the Alexandria
schools for 10 and one-half years. Before that,
he held two other superintendent positions,
directed a special education center, led an
elementary school asa principal, coached track
and basketball, and worked asa schooladmin-
istrator while teaching middle school students.

Less than a full month after his retirement,
Cassell received a request to be an interim
superintendent in Herman, Minn. He took
the part-time position, unwilling to refuse the
call for help.

The Cassell family has almost always had a
busy schedule. Right out of high school in
Tomahawk, Wis., George traveled to Wyo-
ming to work on a ranch. After nearly a year,
he received a draft notice, so he returned to
Wisconsin and joined the Coast Guard.

The Cassellswere married in 1955 and spent
the last three years of George’s tour of duty
together. Their first child was born in Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich., just before they were trans-
ferred to Rhodes, Greece, and their second
child was born in Africa just before they re-
turned to the United States. After his dis-
charge, Cassell worked for his father while
going to college to begin his career in educa-
tion. The couple’s third child was born during
Cassell’s first year in college.

Although they’ve often yearned to live a
quieter life, the Cassells have resolved to em-
brace whatever comes their way.

“We just try to enjoy life and make the best
out of whatever we’re doing,” Carol said.

Cassell’s legislative priorities reflect his ex-
perience and thoughtful approach to his job.

He is sponsoring a bill (HF355) that would
repeal a law requiring some businesses to pay
their sales taxes in June. The law was passed in
the 1980s when the state needed the early
payments to balance its budget, but Cassell
said the law is not necessary anymore. He also
supports lowering property taxes, a system
that he believes is regressive.

Cassell earned his degrees — all the way up
to a doctorate — at universities, but he also
believes practical experience can help educa-
tors as much as anything when they are learn-
ing the trade.

Between three states, Cassell has 35 years in
education under his belt. Minnesota’s system
is one of the best, he said.

He supports local control of schools and
firmly believes teachers have the best perspec-
tive on solutions to classroom problems.

As a superintendent, he said he tried to
allow teachers to seck creative solutions to
classroom problems, rather than addressing
them with top-down mandates.

“I think we’ve ignored that principle in
many of the recent innovations we have at-
tempted in education,” he said.

Cassell said his philosophy as a superinten-
dent was that “great things happen when we
work together and do not care who gets the
credit.” And, he said, that philosophy has
followed him to the House.

District 10B

1995 population: 34,942
Largest city: Alexandria
Counties: Douglas, Pope, and Stearns
Location: west-central Minnesota
Top concern: “The two major issues are the rap-
idlyaccelerating property taxesand assuring there
is local control of education.”

— Rep. George Cassell
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Come

tothe

Capitol

How to get here

Location

The Capitol complex is north of I-94, just
minutes from downtown St. Paul. It is acces-
sible from the east and west on I-94, and from
the north and south on I-35E.

I-94 eastbound: Exitat Marion Street. Turn
left. Go to Aurora Avenue and turn right. Go
one block, cross Rice Street, and enter Parking
Lot D.

I-94 westbound: Exitat Marion Street. Turn
right. Go to Aurora Avenue and turn right. Go
one block, cross Rice Street, and enter Parking
Lot D.

I-35E northbound: Exit at Kellogg Boule-
vard. Turn left. Go to John Ireland Boulevard
and turn right. Metered parking spaces line
both sides of the boulevard.

I-35E southbound: Exit at University Av-
enue. Turn right. Go to Rice Street and turn
left. Go oneblock and turnleft to enter Parking
Lot D.

Visiting the Minnesota State Capitol complex can be a rewarding and
educational experience for everyone. There are buildings to explore and
tours to take almost any time you choose to visit. And when the Legislature
is in session during the first part of every year, there are floor sessions to
observe, committee meetings to attend, and legislators to meet. Remember
that this is your state Capitol, and you are always welcome.

Parking

Public metered parking is available in
Lot Q, north of the Capitol at Cedar Street and
Sherburne Avenue; Lot D, next to the State
Office Building off Rice Street on Aurora Av-
enue; Lot F, directly behind the Transporta-
tion Building; Lot K, across from the Armory
on Cedar Street (enter from 12th Street); and
on the orange level of the Centennial Office
Building Ramp at Cedar Street and Constitu-
tion Avenue. All-day metered parking is avail-
able in Lot Q. Capitol Security personnel will
issue tickets for expired meters.

All-day parking permits may be purchased
for $3.50 from Plant Management on the third
floor of the Ford Building. Cash or checks are
accepted and correct change is appreciated.
For more information, call (651) 297-3993.

Outdoor handicapped parking is available
in Lot O, which is on the northeast side of the
Capitol, and in Lot F.

Indoor handicapped parking is available on
the lower level of the State Office Building
Ramp (use the call box at the ramp entrance to
gain entry); on the blue level of the Centennial
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Office Building Ramp; and on the entrylevel of
the Administration Building Ramp (two stalls).

There are two handicapped entrances to the
Capitol. One is on the northeast side of the
building, just off Lot O; the other is a drop-off
entrance under the south main steps at the
front of the building.

Since parking is limited during legislative
sessions, busing may be easier. Freeway ex-
press bus service is available. Bus number 94B
takes you to the Capitol and the State Office
Building. Call the Transit Information Center
at (651) 349-7000 for schedule and route
information.

What to do

Tours

Tours of the Capitol are offered through the
Capitol Historic Site Program of the
Minnesota Historical Society.

Tour guides lead the 45-minute tours on the
hour Mondays through Fridaysbetween 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. (last tour leaves at 4 p.m.); Satur-
days between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. (last tour
leaves at 3 p.m.); and Sundays between 1 p.m.
and4 p.m. (lasttourleavesat3 p.m.). The tours
are free of charge and begin at the Capitol’s
information desk at the end of the corridor to
the right of the main entrance. Brochures in
about 20 foreign languages also are available
there.

Tour participants may request customized
tours that emphasize either the building or
state government.

Historical society officials ask that groups of
10 or more call at least two weeks in advance to
reserve a tour time.

Thessociety offers “Voice of the People: Your
Role in Minnesota Government,” a half-day
session for students in grades 9-12.

Also, special tour events are scheduled
monthly throughout the year. Some of these
events entail admission fees; others are free. A
special events guide is available upon request.

For a recorded message regarding tours and
events, call (651) 297-3521.

For more information about the tours or to
reserve a time, call the Capitol Historic Site
Program, (651) 296-2881.
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Legislative sessions

Members of the House of Representatives
and the Senate debate bills when the Legisla-
ture is in session.

At the beginning of a legislative session, the
pace of floor sessions is generally slow as new
bills are assigned to committees and non-con-
troversial items are discussed. At about the
session’smidpoint, however, thelegislative pace
quickens.

The House usually meets at 2:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Thursdays, and the Senate meets at
11:30 a.m. Mondays and at 9 a.m. Thursdays
duringthe first few weeks. House floor sessions
are scheduled for the afternoon because com-
mittees meet in the morning and early after-
noon. As the session nears the end, however,
both bodies may meet several times a day,
often into the night.

AllHouse and Senate floor sessions are open
to the public. Visitors interested in observing
these sessions may call the House Chief Clerk’s
Office, (651) 296-2314, or Senate Information,
(651) 296-0504, with questions. Spectators may
sit in the galleries of either chamber.

Committee meetings

Visitors wanting to attend a committee meet-
ing may call the committee hotlines for prere-
corded messages with the meeting times and
agendas for each day: House, (651) 296-9283;
Senate, (651) 296-8088. Printed agendas for
the week also appear in each issue of the Session
Weekly and the Senate Briefly.

Committee meetings are open to the public.
When a public hearing is scheduled, the com-
mittee may listen to comments from the audi-
ence (when time permits) in addition to the
scheduled speakers. Committees have differ-
ent policies on hearing testimony depending
upon their size and workload. Informational
handouts that committee members receive dur-
ing meetings or hearings are considered public
information and are available to the audience
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Major proposals often have several public
hearings so committee members may listen to
all arguments for and against a bill.

Each committee has a chair, vice chair,
administrator, and legislative assistant. A list of
committees and members is available in the
House Public Information Office in Room
175, State Office Building or the Senate Infor-
mation Office in Room 231, State Capitol.

Groups and individuals wishing to testify
before a committee should call the appropriate
committee’s legislative assistant well in ad-
vance of the meeting and ask to be placed on
the agenda. Committees prefer requests one
week in advance but will accept later notifica-
tion when unexpected issues appear on the
committee schedule. A brochure containing
tips on testifying at legislative committee hear-
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ings is available from the House Public Infor-
mation Office.

Dining

Most buildings in the Capitol complex have
their own cafeterias. The small State Office
Building cafeteria is usually open only when
the Legislature is in session, but it will remain
open year-round during the restoration of the
Capitol cafeteria, due to be completed in 2000.
Alarge, year-round cafeteria is available in the
Transportation Building.

Also, thereare many restaurants within walk-
ingdistance. On Rice Street, thereis Benjamin’s
Restaurantand Loungelocated inside the Kelly
Inn, Cafe Capitol, the Lagoon Vietnamese Res-
taurant, White Castle, and El Bravo Mexican
Restaurant. On University Avenue, there is
McDonald’s, Burger King, Mai Village, and
other restaurants. There also are dozens of
restaurants only minutes away in downtown
St. Paul. Bus rides downtown cost 25 cents. Bus
stops are located Constitution Avenue.

Group visits

Sometimes groups plan a “legislative day” at
the Capitol in order to express a particular
viewpoint to legislators.

Rooms for special conferences or speakers
can be reserved by calling the State Office
Building room scheduler at (651) 296-5408 or
the Capitol room scheduler at (651) 296-0866.

If group members want to meet with their
individual legislators or testify before a com-
mittee (see “Committee meetings”), arrange-
ments should be made at least a week in
advance.

Often such groups have members wear a
distinctive name tag or badge to indicate their
concern about a particular issue.

Groups planninga trip to the Capitol should
remember that seating is fairly limited in some
committee rooms — particularly when the
topic is controversial.

E-mail schedules

Anyone with e-mail can receive both
House and Senate committee schedules.
To receive the House schedule, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us
Leave the subject line blank, and in the
body of the message, enter:

subscribe h-schedules

To receive the Senate schedule, send a
message to:
listserv@senate.leg.state.mn.us

Leave the subject line blank, and in the
body of the message, enter:

subscribe sen-schedules

Where to find
information

House Public Information Office
175 State Office Building
(651) 296-2146 or 1-800-657-3550

The House Public Information Office is a
nonpartisan office that provides committee
meeting schedules; legislator information;
and publications, including the Session Weekly
newsmagazine, educational brochures for all
ages, and member directories. All informa-
tion is available at no charge.

Most of what this office publishes can be
viewed on the Legislature’s World Wide Web
page. To connect, point your web browser at:
http://www.leg.state.mn.us

House Television Services
216C State Capitol (651) 297-1338

House Television Services is responsible
for live coverage of House floor sessions and
some committee hearings. Such coverage is
aired in the Twin Cities area on KTCI-TV,
Channel 17. The House also broadcasts via
satellite statewide. Outstate residents should
checkwithlocal cable operators for time and
channel information or the office’s Web site
at: http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/htv/
htv.ssi

All televised floor sessions and committee
hearings are close-captioned for people with
hearing impairments.

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides copies of
bills at no charge, all agendas for House ses-
sions, and the Journal of the House.

House Index Department
211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of
the Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computerized
index available for public use. House Index
lists bills by committee, topic, author, file
number, and other categories. The office can
also give you the current status of legislation.

Senate Information Office
231 State Capitol (651) 296-0504

The Senate Information Office is respon-
sible for all information about the Senate,
including the committee schedule, bill sta-
tus, legislator information, and the distribu-
tion of bill copies.

Senate Media Services
B-44 State Capitol (651) 296-0264

Senate Media Services, a bipartisan office,
produces television programs, multi-media
productions, scriptwriting, photographyand
graphics. It offers live coverage of the Senate
floor sessions and some committee hearings.
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Bill Introductions

HF530-HF709

Tuesday, Feb. 9

HF530—Orfield (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

County commissionersauthorized to
serve as metropolitan council mem-
bers, candidate contributions regu-
lated, and study required.

HF531—Orfield (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Portable wading pools provided pub-
licswimming poolregulations exemp-
tion, certain day care home use
permitted, and health and human ser-
vices rules amended.

HF532—Orfield (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Metropolitan Council made an elec-
tive body, and candidate contribu-
tions regulated.

HF533—Orfield (DFL)
Taxes
Individual income tax rates reduced.

HF534—Hackbarth (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Municipal tortliability exclusion pro-
vided for special wildlife hunting or
trapping season losses.

HF535—Greiling (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Campaign finance definitions clari-
fied, reporting requirements modi-
fied, public subsidy return policy
required, and penalties provided.

HF536—Broecker (R)

Crime Prevention

Carisoprodol schedule IV controlled
substance listing effective date de-
layed.

HF537—Boudreau (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Complementary and alternative
health care freedom of access act
adopted.

HF538—Abrams (R)

Taxes

Resident definition clarified related
to individual income tax.

HF539—Huntley (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
MFIP face-to-face orientation exemp-
tion provided for minor parents.

HF540—Mullery (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
MinnesotaCare eligibility require-
ments exemption provided for per-
sons terminated from continuation
coverage.

HF541—Stanek (R)

Civil Law

Tort liability relief provided to 911
dispatchers giving prearrival medical
advice.

HF542—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

Number of district court judges in-
creased.

HF543—Peterson (DFL)
Agriculture Policy

Cooperatively owned livestock pro-
cessing plant development program
established and money appropriated.

HF544—Anderson, |. (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Ontario; Office of the United States
Trade Representative urged to resolve
Canadian international trade agree-
ment violations affecting Minnesota
tourism.

HF545—Solberg (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Sale of tobacco to minors criminal
penalties modified.

HF546—Greenfield (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Federal TANF block grant funds
transferred to the child care block
grant, Title XX, and MFIP employ-
ment and training grants; and money
appropriated.

HF547—Greenfield (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Singleadults and households without
children MinnesotaCare eligibility
expanded.

HF548—Paulsen (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Senate and House of Representatives
size reduced.

HF549—Lenczewski (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Former legislators prohibited from
lobbying for one year after leaving
office.

HF550—Chaudhary (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Columbia Heights streetscape im-
provements funded and money ap-
propriated.

HF551—Mulder (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Luverne community hospital
privatization pension benefit
acccomodation provided for certain
employees.

HF552—Chaudhary (DFL)
Transportation Finance

Northstar corridorjoint powersboard
grant provided for Fridley commuter
rail station planning and design, and
money appropriated.

HF553—Carruthers (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Volunteer firefighters allowed unpaid
leave to perform duties.

HF554—Chaudhary (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

General education basic formula al-
lowance inflationary increase pro-
vided and money appropriated.

HF555—Dorn (DFL)

Commerce

Homeowner’s insurance nonrenewal
due to burglary prohibited.

HF556—Rukavina (DFL)
Transportation Policy

St. Louis and Lake counties regional
rail authority required to grant an
easement across its right-of-way in
Lakewood.

HF557—Tunheim (DFL)

Taxes

Relative homestead treatment ex-
tended to include property occupied
by the owner’s niece or nephew.

HF558—Tunheim (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance

Ontario; northern Minnesota resorts
affected by Canadian fishing limita-
tions provided financial assistance and
money appropriated.

HF559—Tunheim (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance

Canadian border; Northwest Angle
tourism marketing and development
funded, and money appropriated.

HF560—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

Prosecutorial rebuttal report re-
quested and order of final argument
repealed.

HF561—Sykora (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance

Family homeless prevention and as-
sistance program funded and money
appropriated.

HF562—Paulsen (R)

Commerce

Collection agencies regulated, out-
of-state agencies exempted, and ex-
ception provided.

HF563—O0zment (R)

Taxes

Farm machinery definition modified
to include equipment used to pro-
duce flowering or ornamental plants
including nursery stock relating to
sales and use tax.

HF564—0zment (R)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Automatic landscape irrigation sys-
tem rain checks required.

HF565—Reuter (R)

Transportation Policy

Driver right-hand lane use required
unless overtaking slower vehicles.

HF566—Reuter (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health care provider productand net-
work contractstacking regulated, and
remedies provided.
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HF567—Hackbarth (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Anoka County authorized to convey
or sell tax-forfeited land bordering
public water or wetlands.

HF568—Clark, K. (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
General and health care interpreter
voluntary registration programs es-
tablished, spokenlanguage interpreter
pilot training program developed, and
money appropriated.

HF569—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Correctional employee retirement
fund early retirement provisions
modified.

HF570—Clark, K. (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Intensive case management services
provided for prostituted individuals
and money appropriated.

HF571—Westrom (R)
Transportation Policy

Trunk highway contract documents
required to express measurements in
the English system only, and com-
missioner prohibited from requiring
otherwise for county contracts.

HF572—Chaudhary (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Passenger automobile and hearse ad-
ditional registration tax rate reduced,
and motor vehicle sales tax revenue
distribution provided.

HF573—Stang (R)

Transportation Policy

Excess rail bank land conveyance au-
thorized.

HF574—McCollum (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 622,
North St. Paul-Maplewood-Oakdale,
provided alternative facilities bond-
ing and levy program authority.

HF575—Lenczewski (DFL)

Taxes

Sales, use, and motor vehicle sales tax
rates reduced.

HF576—Tunheim (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

State partisan primary voters autho-
rized to vote for candidates from more
than one political party.

HF577—Tuma (R)

Education Policy

Private career school requirements
modified and clarified.

HF578—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Antipaper terrorism act; public offi-
cial and employee protection pro-
vided, fraudulent lien filing
prohibited, and remedies and penal-
ties provided.

HF579—Larsen, P. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Metropolitan waste control commis-
sion established, and disposal system
ownership and operation transferred
from the metropolitan council.

HF580—Anderson, I. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance

Minnesota cold weather research cen-
ter grants provided and money ap-
propriated.

HF581—Rostberg (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Environment and Natural Resources
Trust Fund payments for failing indi-
vidual sewage treatment systems au-
thorized.

HF582—Kielkucki (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School finance system provided in-
creased equity, general education for-
mulaallowanceincreased, and money
appropriated.

HF583—Gunther (R)

Commerce

Township Mutual Insurance Com-
pany investments regulated.

HF584—Dawkins (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Low-income housing income tax
credit provided.

HF585—Erickson (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Independent School District No. 473,
Isle, community center grant match
requirement modified.

HF586—Kielkucki (R)

Education Policy

Standard statewide application for
employment form developed for li-
censed educational personnel, and
money appropriated.
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HF587—Chaudhary (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Columbia Heights authorized to es-
tablish an enterprise zone and high
technology business tax incentives
provided.

HF588—Anderson, B. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Municipal board sunset provision re-
pealed.

HF589—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Qualified tax-sheltered annuity ven-
dors expanded for the purpose of
employer contributions.

HF590—Anderson, B. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Private property rights protection act
adopted.

HF591—Anderson, B. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Private property protection act
adopted.

HF592—Larsen, P. (R)

Civil Law

Municipal utilities customer data clas-
sification provided.

HF593—Nornes (R)

Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance

Emergency services grant and transi-
tional housing programs funded, and
money appropriated.

HF594—Clark, K. (DFL)

Family & Early Childhood
Education Finance

Teenage prostitution prevention and
intervention grants provided, and
money appropriated.

HF595—Holsten (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Petrofund reimbursement reductions
standard of proof provided,
aboveground storage tank upgrade
or closure reimbursed, and contami-
nated land cleanup regulated.

HF596—Solberg (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Tobacco settlement proceeds depos-
ited in the health care access fund,
MinnesotaCare premium and provider
taxes repealed, senior citizen drug pro-
gram funding cap removed, and eligi-
bility recommendations required.

HF597—Larsen, P. (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Health record defined and provider
definition modified.

HF598—McCollum (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Physician assistants and supervising
physicians provided immunity from
civil liability for rendering care in
disasters.

HF599—Huntley (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Federal TANF reserve account funds
transferred to the child care and
Title XX block grants.

Wednesday, Feb. 10

HF600—Skoglund (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Repeat felony offenders provided in-
creased penalties and consecutive sen-
tences authorized, tolling of a stay of
sentence provided, and consecutive
sentencing policy modified.

HF601—McCollum (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Minimum wage increased and
indexed.

HF602—Peterson (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Madison historic preservation and
downtown redevelopment program
funded, bond issuance authorized,
and money appropriated.

HF603—Murphy (DFL)

Commerce

Proctor authorized to issue an addi-
tional on-sale liquor license.

HF604—Luther (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
MinnesotaCare four-month unin-
sured requirement exemption pro-
vided, and part-time student
eligibility requirements modified.

HF605—Tuma (R)

Education Policy

Diabetes and schools task force estab-
lished, and money appropriated.

HF606—Peterson (DFL)
Agriculture Policy

Ethanol producer payment eligibility
expanded.



HF607—Peterson (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Madison historic preservation and
downtown redevelopment program
grant provided, and money appro-
priated.

HF608—Rukavina (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Municipal unincorporated land an-

nexation procedures and criteria pro-
vided.

HF609—Westfall (R)

Environment & Natural

Resources Policy

Mourning dove hunting season au-
thorized, and stamps and impact re-
port required.

HF610—Tingelstad (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
State safe drinking water act public
water supply definitionmodified.

HF611—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Materials used in metalcasting sales
and use tax exemption provided.

HF612—Seifert, M. (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Minneota tax increment financing
district expenditures authorized.

HF613—Abrams (R)

Taxes

Taxpayersallowed an election to treat
all income as business income for the
purpose of corporate franchise tax.

HF614—Davids (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Community integrated service net-
work reserve corridor expanded, and

review organization definition modi-
fied.

HF615—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Nursing facility provider trainingand
education program established, and
money appropriated.

HF616—MCcElroy (R)

Education Policy

School district general obligation debt
allowed for special assessment pre-
payment.

HF617—Rukavina (DFL)

Taxes

Alcoholic beverage sales tax rate re-
duced.

HF618—Abeler (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School districts with significant en-
rollment eligible for free or reduced
price lunches provided additional
compensatory revenue.

HF619—Hackbarth (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Shooting ranges preserved, net losses
limited, and relocation costs provided.

HF620—Orfield (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Metropolitan Council made an elec-
tive body, economic interest state-
ments and candidate contributions
regulated, reportrequired, and money
appropriated.

HF621—Fuller (R)

Crime Prevention

Arson definition expanded to include
flammable and combustible gas, first
degree arson plea agreements pro-
hibited involving sprinklers, and ju-
venile fireball ignition penalties
provided.

HF622—Clark, K. (DFL)

Civil Law

Names of elected officials registering
property complaints made public.

HF623—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Production of water exemptions ex-
panded for the purpose of sales and
use tax.

HF624—Stanek (R)

Crime Prevention

Dishonored checks; theft and related
crimes penalty uniformity provided,
civil penalties increased, and pretrial
diversion program created.

HF625—Solberg (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan
Affairs

Grand Rapids Township authorized
to hold November general elections.

HF626—Larsen, P. (R)

Judiciary Finance

State fire marshal division fire code
development and training position
funded, and money appropriated.

HF627—Larsen, P. (R)

Local Government & Metropolitan
Affairs

Washington County; housing and re-
development authority commission-
ers term length modified.

HF628—Fuller (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District Nos. 38,
Red Lake, 115, Cass Lake, 299,
Caledonia, and 306, LaPorte, maxi-
mum effort capital loans approved;
bonds issued; and money appropri-
ated.

HF629—Mariani (DFL)

Jobs & Economic Development
Policy

Ethiopia; United States government
memorialized to urge the Ethiopian
government to respect the human
rights of Eritreans.

HF630—Kubly (DFL)
Transportation Policy

Maximum allowable recreational ve-
hicle combination length increased.

HF631—Kubly (DFL)
Transportation Policy

School buses required to load and
unload students from designated off-
shoulderbusstopsat parental request,
and stop signal arm and flashing red
light use required.

HF632—Kubly (DFL)

Agriculture Policy

Rural dispute resolution act adopted,
and money appropriated.

HF633—Seagren (R)

Judiciary Finance

Cornerstone Advocacy Services, Inc.
battered women shelter services grant
provided and money appropriated.

HF634—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Crisis nursery development funding
increased and money appropriated.

HF635—O0sskopp (R)

Education Policy

Independent school district No. 253,
Goodhue, permitted to begin school
on August 30, 1999.

HF636—Paymar (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Tobacco manufacturers required to
report hazardous substances to assist
in local ordinance enforcement.

HF637—Paymar (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Camp Ripley work program scope
expanded.

HF638—Haas (R)

Education Policy

Virtual school district created and
money appropriated.

HF639—Rest (DFL)

Governmental Operations & Veter-
ans Affairs Policy

Elective office age eligibility lowered
and constitutional amendment pro-
posed.

HF640—Bradley (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
State Advisory Council on Mental
Health membership, duties, and re-
porting requirements modified.

HF641—McCollum (DFL)
Governmental Operations & Veter-
ans Affairs Policy

Combat wounded veterans honorary
plaque placed in the court of honor
on the capitol mall.

HF642—Finseth (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 627,
OkKklee, fund transfer authorized.

HF643—Bishop (R)

Civil Law

All persons under civil commitment
status provided the same legal rights.

HF644—Holsten (R)

Commerce

Heating and ventilating contractor
licensing required, advisory council
created, powers and duties prescribed,
penalties imposed, and money ap-
propriated.

HF645—Tingelstad (R)
Environment & Natural Resources
Policy

Water supplyand wastewater treatment
operator certificationrequirements fed-
eral conformity provided, and advisory
council expiration date eliminated.

HF646—Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic Development Fi-
nance

Youth intervention program grants
provided and money appropriated.

HF647—Sykora (R)

Family &Early Childhood Education
Finance

Maximum child care assistance reim-
bursement increased, payment re-
quirements modified, and
streamlined system developed.

HF648—Kielkucki (R)

Education Policy

State high school league provisions
modified.
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HF649—Rostberg (R)

Jobs & Economic Development
Policy

Persons with mental illness employ-
ment support services and programs
standards established, and money
appropriated.

HF650—Hackbarth (R)

Civil Law

Shooting range servitudes provided
and operator liability limited.

Thursday, Feb. 11

HF651—Trimble (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance

Labor interpretive center appropri-
ated money.

HF652—Westerberg (R)

Crime Prevention

Disorderly conduct law application
clarified to include acts committed in
the presence of peace officers or pub-
lic safety personnel.

HF653—O0sskopp (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Legal firearm requirements for tak-
ing big game modified.

HF654—Tingelstad (R)
Environment &

Natural Resources Finance
Metropolitan area regional parks
maintenance and operation funded,
and money appropriated.

HF655—Anderson, B. (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School district maximum effort debt
service levy definition and loan re-
payment account modified.

HF656—Daggett (R)

Taxes

Tree growth tax law public hunting
and fishing requirement exception
created for nonindustrial privately
owned forest land.

HF657—Trimble (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

St. Paul teachers retirement fund in-
vestment by the state board of invest-
ment provided.

HF658—O0sskopp (R)

State Government Finance
Noncommercial television stations
provided grants for conversion to
digital broadcast signals, and money
appropriated.

HF659—Davids (R)

Commerce

Health care coverage required for di-
agnostic or surgical procedures in-
volving the bones and joints of the
jaw or face.

HF660—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Joint custody procedures and pre-
sumptions modified.

HF661—Haas (R)

Commerce

State registration exemption provided
for certain securities, and timely issu-
ance of small company offering regis-
tered securities authorized.

HF662—Sykora (R)

K-12 Education Finance

Partners for quality school improve-
ment pilot training program appro-
priated money.

HF663—Daggett (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

State project wage payment provi-
sions modified.

HF664—Knoblach (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Campaign finance provisions modi-
fied.

HF665—Wenzel (DFL)

Crime Prevention

Marijuana; possession or sale of small
amounts provided increased crimi-
nal penalties.

HF666—Storm (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy
Publicemployees retirement associa-
tion salary credit purchase authorized
for a certain person.

HF667—Milbert (DFL)

Taxes

Proposed property tax optional pub-
lic hearings authorized and reverse
referendum for levy increases re-
quired under certain circumstances.

HF668—Solberg (DFL)

Health & Human Services Policy
Veteran transportation to veterans
medical facilities funded and money
appropriated.

HF669—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Finance
Medical Assistance income standard
increased.
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HF670—Goodno (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Medical assistance eligibility ex-
panded to include employed persons
with disabilities.

HF671—Molnau (R)

Taxes

Road and bridge maintenance equip-
ment purchased by counties sales tax
and motor vehicle sales tax exemp-
tion provided.

HF672—Kuisle (R)

Transportation Policy

Plats on real property bordering
county highways provided county
review and approval.

HF673—Solberg (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Itasca County; unorganized township
road and bridge fund accounting and
expenditure requirements modified.

HF674—Clark, K. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Family homeless prevention and as-
sistance program funded and money
appropriated.

HF675—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Minnesota State Retirement System
(MSRS), Public Employees Retire-
ment Association (PERA),and Teach-
ers Retirement Association (TRA)
provisions modified; and service
credit pilot program established.

HF676—Hilty (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Carlton County cemetery levy for
Sawyer authorized.

HF677—Jaros (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Finance
International medical exposition pre-
vious unexpended appropriation
transferred to the world trade center.

HF678—Davids (R)

Agriculture Policy

Crop and revenue insurance assis-
tance, agricultural property tax relief
and assistance, feedlot manure pro-
cessing and odor control technology
development assistance, and right-
to-harvest provided; and money ap-
propriated.

HF679—Jaros (DFL)

Commerce

Football boards authorized in retail
establishments licensed to sell alco-
holic beverages.

HF680—Jaros (DFL)

Civil Law

Income calculation modified in cases
of split physical custody.

HF681—Jaros (DFL)

Taxes

Vitamins and minerals sales and use
tax exemption provided.

HF682—Anderson, B. (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Veterans preference termination
rights expanded to include state em-
ployees.

HF683—Clark, K. (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Restorative justice program grants
and training funded, and money ap-
propriated.

HF684—Dawkins (DFL)
Commerce

No-faultautomobile insurance medi-
cal benefits required to include sign
interpretingand language translation.

HF685—McCollum (DFL)

Health & Human Services Finance
Massage and oriental bodywork thera-
pist registration system established,
rulemaking authorized, and penal-
ties imposed.

HF686—Dehler (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Dice games authorized in retail estab-
lishments licensed to sell alcoholic
beverages.

HF687—Kubly (DFL)

Health & Human Services Finance
Personal care services rate increase
provided.

HF688—Kubly (DFL)

Agriculture Policy

Hydoponic greenhouses corporate
farm law exemption provided.

HF689—Lindner (R)

Jobs &

Economic Development Policy
Payment of wages upon discharge
provisions modified.



HF690—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Prohibited inmate actions challenging
rehabilitation program expenditure
levels restricted.

HF691—Smith (R)

Crime Prevention

Peace officers allowed four hours to
arrest crosswalk violators.

HF692—Smith (R)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Legislative bill fiscal note requirement
established.

HF693—Smith (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Biennial election of one-half of the
members of the senate and house pro-
vided, and constitutional amendment
proposed.

HF694—Smith (R)

Civil Law

Real property and debt transfer no-
tices required related to marriage
dissolution.

HF695—Howes (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Minnesota festivals and events asso-
ciation tourism promotion funded,
and money appropriated.

HF696—Orfield (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Urban growth boundaries established
by metropolitan area local govern-
ments, Metropolitan Council ap-
proval required, and open space
preservation agreement with the St.
Cloud region provided.

HF697—Rhodes (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School district alternative facilities
bonding and levy program space re-
quirement reduced.

HF698—Workman (R)
Transportation Policy

Major transportation projects com-
mission established and report re-
quired.

HF699—Gunther (R)

Environment & Natural

Resources Finance

Blue Earth River basin initiative sup-
ported and money appropriated.

HF700—Davids (R)

Commerce

Fire protection notification required
in contracts for the sale of newly con-
structed residential dwellings.

HF701—Pelowski (DFL)

Education Policy

School board staff development com-
mittee outcomes and revenue modi-

fied.

HF702—Davids (R)

Commerce

Fireand homeowner insurer bad faith
actions provided.

HF703—Van Dellen (R)

Taxes

Single factor sales apportionment
adopted related to corporate fran-
chise tax.

HF704—Bishop (R)

Crime Prevention

State financial responsibility provided
related to costs associated with sexu-
ally dangerous or psychopathic per-
sons.

HF705—Juhnke (DFL)

K-12 Education Finance

School district maximum crime-
related costs levy amount increased.

HF706—Lenczewski (DFL)
Education Policy

Persons convicted of criminal sexual
conduct considered ineligible to li-
censed as teachers.

HF707—Bakk (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Shooting ranges preserved, net losses
limited, and relocation costs provided.

HF708—Mares (R)

Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Minnesota state retirement system
(MSRS), publicemployees retirement
association (PERA), and teachers re-
tirement association (TRA) autho-
rized to purchase or construct an
administrative building.

HF709—Cassell (R)

Education Policy

Educational facility construction and
remodeling prevailing wage provision
repealed.

Organ donor shortage

l

Heart transplant recipient Connie Price of St. Paul speaks of the importance of organ donation during
aFeb. 5 press conference.BemidjiresidentJeanne Torfin, right, whose husband died waiting fora donor
heart, also spoke in support of a proposed statewide initiative to address organ donation and the
shortages of organs and tissues.

Where to find information

House Index Department
211 State Capitol (651) 296-6646

The House Index Department, a part of the
Chief Clerk’s Office, has a computerized in-
dex available for public use. House Index lists
bills by committee, topic, author, file number,
and other categories. The office can also give
you the current status of legislation.

House.

Chief Clerk’s Office
211 State Capitol (651) 296-2314

The Chief Clerk’s Office provides cop-
ies of bills at no charge, all agendas for
House sessions, and the Journal of the
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Coming Up Next Week . . . Feb.15-19,1999

Committee Schedule

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call

House Calls at (651) 296-9283.

All meetings are open to the public.
Sign language interpreter services:
(651) 224-6548 v/tty

To have the daily and weekly schedules
delivered to your e-mail address, send a
message to:
listserv@hsched.house.leg.state.mn.us

In the body of the message type:

subscribe h-schedules

MONDAY, Feb. 15

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: HF97 (Dehler) Gambling tax exemption
provided to certain organizations.

HF465 (Ozment) Firefighter training and
education board created, training reimbursement
program established, and money appropriated.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: Presentations by State Health Boards.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Budget presentations by Minnesota
Historical Societyand Labor Interpretive Center.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Department of Transportation budget
presentation continued, Pat Hughes, Operations
Division; Dick Stehr, Metro Division; Andy Terry,
Office of Electronic Communications; Ray
Rought, Office of Aeronautics; Donna Allan,
Office of Transit; Bob Winter, Metro Division;
and Al Vogel, Office of Freight, Railroads and
Waterways.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF74 (Luther) Health care directive
suggested form modified.

HF382 (Seifert, J.) Common interest ownership
act, certificates of title, and real property
provisions modified.

HF423 (Daggett) Independent motor vehicle
contractor income withholding for child support
purposes clarified.
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ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Budget hearings, MinnesotaWisconsin
Boundary Commission, Minnesota Academy of
Science, and Science Museum of Minnesota.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: Budget presentation by University of
Minnesota President Mark Yudof.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.

Property Tax Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Erhardt

Agenda: HF125 (Erhardt) Noncommercial
seasonal residential recreational property second
tier property tax class rates reduced.

HF211 (Abrams) Noncommercial seasonal
residential recreational second-tier property tax
class rate reduced.

HF303 (Erhardt) Local government unit levy
limits extended through taxes payable in 2001.

12:30 p.m.

FAMILY & EARLY

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: Community prevention programs, Mary
Ellison, Department of Children, Families and
Learning.

State and federal funding overview by Cynthia
Templin, House Fiscal Analysis Department.
HF593 (Nornes) Appropriating money for
emergency services grants and transitional
housing programs.

HF344 (Rhodes) St. Louis Park Meadowbrook
collaborative housing project youth outreach
services funded and money appropriated.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &

METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: HF49 (Ozment) Health coverage for
survivors of police officers and firefighters killed
in the line of duty expanded to include spouses.
HF50 (Dempsey) Goodhue County levy limit
adjustment authorized for certain payments in
lieu of tax.

HF475 (Stang) Costs and legal fees
reimbursement provided for defense against
criminal charges arising from performance of
duties by town officers or employees.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: Industry overviews by Minnesota Cable
Communications, Means Telecom, Sprint,
Northern States Power, Minnesota Rural Electric
Association, and Minnesota Power.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in session.
4:15 p.m.

3rd Congressional District Caucus

4008 State Office Building

Agenda: University of Minnesota regent
candidate recommendations.

5p.m.

Joint House CIVIL LAW/
Senate JUDICIARY

15 State Capitol

Chrs. Rep. Steve Smith,
Sen. Jane Ranum

Agenda: Overview of Minnesota Statute 604.10.

6 p.m.

2nd Congressional District Caucus

400N State Office Building

Chr. Sen. Charles Berg

Agenda: University of Minnesota regent
candidate recommendations.

8th Congressional District Caucus

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Willard Munger

Agenda: University of Minnesota regent
candidate recommendations.

TUESDAY, Feb. 16

8 a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: HF215 (Howes) Comprehensive
advanced life support rural medical personnel
training program established, and money
appropriated.

HF377 (Goodno) Abortion notification data
reporting required and civil penalties imposed.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: HF238 (Stanek) Peace officer
posttraumatic stress syndrome considered an
occupational disease for the purpose of workers’
compensation.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: HF113 (Broecker) Bomb disposal
expense reimbursement provided to the



commissioner of public safety, and money
appropriated.

HF114 (Stanek) FBI drugfire computer program
grants provided, and money appropriated.
HF425 (Stanek) Northwest Hennepin Human
Services Council community law enforcement
project funded and money appropriated.
Budget request presentations by Private Detective
and Protective Services Board and the Uniform
Laws Commission.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: HF296 (Opatz) Disability parking
privilege expanded to include certain pregnant
women.

Introduction to Metropolitan Council Chair Ted
Mondale.

Metropolitan Council overview, Ted Mondale
and Nacho Diaz.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: Budget presentations continued,
Department of Military Affairs and Office of
Strategic & Long Range Planning.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF197 (Pawlenty) Criminal trial final
argument prosecution rebuttal provided.
HF560 (Bishop) Prosecutorial rebuttal report
requested and order of final argument repealed.
HF262 (Entenza) DWI; vehicle forfeiture
proceedings held at the same time as implied
consent hearings requirement eliminated.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: Report on central depository of
employment data on licensed educational
personnel, Board of Teaching.

HF586 (Kielkucki) Standard statewide
application for employment form developed for
licensed educational personnel, and money
appropriated.

HF386 (Erickson) State Board of Teaching
member confirmation process modified.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: Recommendations for protecting public
shoreland on Minnesota waters, Jack Skrypek
and Patricia Burke, Department of Natural
Resources.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF98 (Osskopp) Property tax refund
payments provided to personal representatives
of deceased claimants.

HF355 (Cassell) June accelerated sales, liquor,
cigarette, and tobacco tax payments abolished.
HF71 (Rest) Sales and use tax rates reduced; and
June accelerated sales, liquor, and tobacco tax
payments abolished.

12:30 p.m.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: To be announced.

COMMERCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Gregory M. Davids

Agenda: HF478 (Haas) Structured settlement
payment rights protected related to tort or
workers’ compensation claims.

HF233 (Rukavina) Fireworks; limited personal
use of fireworks authorized, safety guidelines
affidavit required, and penalties imposed.

1:30 p.m.

Legislative Audit Commission

316 State Capitol

Chr. Sen. Deanna Wiener

Agenda: Election of Legislative Audit
Commission officers.

Remarks by Legislative Auditor James Nobles.
Report on program evaluation topic selection.

2p.m.

Adult Basic Education Workgroup/
FAMILY & EARLY

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE
5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: Funding of rural vs. urban sites.

6 p.m.

Joint House EDUCATION/

Senate CHILDREN, FAMILIES & LEARNING
200 State Office Building

Chrs. Rep. Harry Mares,

Sen. LeRoy A. Stumpf,

Sen. Lawrence J. Pogemiller,

Sen. Pat Piper

Agenda: Selection of University of Minnesota
regent candidates.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 17

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: To be announced.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: Continuation of State Health Boards
presentation.

HF208 (Haas) Minnesota Comprehensive Health
Association (MCHA) funding continued, certain
insurance-related assessmentreductionsallowed,
medical assistance and MCHA relationship
specifications sunset repealed, and money
appropriated.

HF218 (Tingelstad) Youth housing programs
funded and money appropriated.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Department of Public Service budget
presentation.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Carol Molnau

Agenda: Department of Transportation budget
presentation continued, Ward Briggs, Office of
Motor Carrier Services; Julie Skallman, State Aid
for Local Transportation; Barbara Sundquist,
Finance and Administration Division; Paul
Jensen, Buildings Engineer; and Maureen Jensen,
Regional Transportation Management Center.

10 a.m.

CIVIL LAW

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Smith

Agenda: HF53 (Biernat) Uniform child custody
jurisdiction and enforcement act adopted.
HF346 (Smith) Freelance court reporter contract
arrangements and practices limited, and services
regulated.

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL

RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Pollution Control Agency (PCA) budget
overview.

Protecting the water budget presentation, PCA.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: University of Minnesota budget
presentation continued.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.

12:30 p.m.

AGRICULTURE POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tim Finseth

Agenda: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
comments on auditor report on animal feedlot
regulation, Lisa Throving and staff.

HF370 (Harder) Nonregistered pesticide
distribution permitted for certain uses outside
the state.

FAMILY & EARLY

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Barb Sykora

Agenda: Energyassistance, Pam Marshall, Energy
Cents Coalition. Headstart, Early Childhood
Family Education (testimony to be announced).

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &

METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Peg Larsen

Agenda: HF202 (Boudreau) Faribault tax
increment financing district activities ratified.
HF389 (Nornes) Fergus Falls tax increment
financing district expenditures authorized.
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HF450 (Jaros) Duluth tax increment financing
district pooling authorized.

HF174 (Stang) Richmond annexed to the
Paynesville area hospital district.

Subcommittee on Regulated Industries/
COMMERCE

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ken Wolf

Agenda: Industry overviews by Reliant Energy,
UtiliCorp United, Minnesota Municipal Utilities
Association, and Sustainable Energy for
Economic Development.

4:30 p.m.

WAYS & MEANS
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop
Agenda: Bill(s) referred from the House Taxes
Committee.
6:30 p.m.

Legislative Commission on

Minnesota Resources

5 State Office Building

Vice Chr. Sen. Leonard R. Price

Agenda: Introductions.

Elections to three vacant positions on executive
committee (chair, secretary, additional executive
committee member).

Presentations of award to Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund Coalition and
recognition of their $2,236.76 donation to the
trust fund.

Consideramendment to 1999 recommendations
to extend the availability of the appropriation for
1997 Mercury Manometers, Department of
Agriculture.

Status of SF149 and HF385.

Consider request for variance from the provisions
of MS 89.022, requested by Department of Natural
Resources.

Discussion of summer calendar for factfinding
and strategic plan revision.

Immediately following Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources

Executive Committee/Legislative Commission
on Minnesota Resources

5 State Office Building

Agenda: Consider approval of administrative
budget for 1999-2001, Director John Velin.
Consider work for 1999 summer and fall.

THURSDAY, Feb. 18

8 a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES POLICY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Fran Bradley

Agenda: Member bills.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Arlon Lindner

Agenda: HF10 (Pawlenty) School stability
initiative for homeless children established under
the Housing Finance Agency, and money
appropriated.
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JUDICIARY FINANCE

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Sherry Broecker

Agenda: Budget request presentations by the
Police Officer Standards and Training Board and
the Crime Victim Services Center.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Workman

Agenda: Northwest Airlines presentation.

8:30 a.m.

STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Philip Krinkie

Agenda: Budget presentations by Department of
Finance and Board of Investment.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF381 (Stanek) New police pursuits
model policy adopted by the POST board,
municipal and state law enforcement compliance
and officer training required, tire deflator and
driving simulator distribution programs
provided, and money appropriated.

HF542 (Bishop) Increases the number of the
district court judges.

EDUCATION POLICY

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Harry Mares

Agenda: HF473 (Harder) High school diploma
warranty coverage exception provided for
students refusing to repeat a grade.

HF403 (Ness) Uniform minimum school year
length established.

HF213 (Greiling) Oral deaf education teachers
exempted from American Sign Language
licensure requirements.

ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL

RESOURCES POLICY

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dennis Ozment

Agenda: HF7 (Haake) Motor vehicle emissions
inspection program repealed.

TAXES

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ron Abrams

Agenda: HF35 (Haas) Tobacco settlement money
transferred from the general fund to the Health
Care Access Fund, and MinnesotaCare premium
and provider taxes repealed.

12 p.m.
Joint House/Senate Session
Immediately following session

AGRICULTURE & RURAL
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Ness

Agenda: Dairy industry.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
5 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Jim Knoblach
Agenda: To be announced.

HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE

(Note: committee will meet in front of State
Office Building.)

Chr. Rep. Peggy Leppik

Agenda: Tour of southwestern Minnesota
campuses (two-day tour).

Gustavus Adolpus College, South Central
Technical College, Mankato State University,
Minnesota West Technical College Jackson,
Southwest State University and Minnesota West
Technical College Granite Falls.

4 p.m. or immediately
following session

WAYS & MEANS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dave Bishop

Agenda: Overview of Gov. Ventura’s budget.

FRIDAY, Feb. 19

8 a.m.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS &
VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rhodes

Agenda: To be announced.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Kevin Goodno

Agenda: HF127 (Luther) Minnesota organ donor
decision campaign funded, and money
appropriated.

Uncompensated care discussion.

JOBS & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Dan McElroy

Agenda: Budget presentation, Public Utilities
Commission.

10 a.m.

CRIME PREVENTION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Rich Stanek

Agenda: HF263 (Gerlach) Counterfeited
intellectual property manufacturing, distribution,
selling, or possession criminal penalties imposed;
and forfeiture provided.

HF536 (Broecker) Carisoprodo schedule IV
controlled substancelisting effective date delayed.
HF621 (Fuller) Includes gases under arson
definition and limits juvenile use of lighters.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Holsten

Agenda: Protecting the water budget presentation
continued, Pollution Control Agency (PCA).
Protecting the air budget presentation, PCA.

K-12 EDUCATION FINANCE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Seagren

Agenda: Gov. Ventura’s K-12 budget.



Minnesota House of Representatives 1999 Members

Phone Phone
District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296- District/Member/Party Room* (651) 296-
49A Abeler, Jim (R) 581 1729 33A Lindner, Arlon (R) 417 7806
45A Abrams, Ron (R) 585 9934 47A Luther, Darlene (DFL) 371 3751
19B Anderson, Bruce (R) 411 5063 67A Mahoney, Tim (DFL) 223 4277
3A Anderson, Irv (DFL) 343 4936 55A Mares, Harry (R) 401 5363
6A Bakk, Thomas (Tom) (DFL) 345 2190 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 209 9714
59A Biernat, Len (DFL) 303 4219 57B Marko, Sharon (DFL) 221 3135
30B Bishop, Dave (R) 453 0573 55B McCollum, Betty (DFL) 239 1188
25B Boudreau, Lynda (R) 473 8237 36B McElroy, Dan (R) 437 4212
30A Bradley, Fran (R) 559 9249 54A McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL) 259 4342
53B Broecker, Sherry (R) 533 7153 398 Milbert, Bob (DFL) 243 4192
35B Buesgens, Mark (R) 415 1072 35A Molnau, Carol L. (R) 443 8872
46B Carlson, Lyndon R.(DFL) 279 4255 21B Mulder, Richard (R) 515 4336
47B Carruthers, Phil (DFL) 217 3709 58A Mullery, Joe (DFL) 387 4262
10B Cassell, George (R) 421 4317 7A Munger, Willard (DFL) 283 4282
52A Chaudhary, Satveer (DFL) 311 4331 8A Murphy, Mary (DFL) 357 2676
23A Clark,JamesT.(R) 583 9303 20A Ness, Robert “Bob” (R) 509 4344
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 307 0294 10A Nornes, Bud (R) 471 4946
11A Daggett, Roxann (R) 439 4293 19A Olson, Mark (R) 501 4237
31B Davids, Gregory M. (R) 367 9278 16A Opatz, Joe (DFL) 281 6612
65A Dawkins, Andy (DFL) 215 5158 60B Orfield, Myron (DFL) 377 9281
14A Dehler, Steve (R) 491 7808 29B Osskopp, Mike (R) 449 9236
29A Dempsey, Jerry (R) 549 8635 66A Osthoff, Tom (DFL) 273 4224
27A Dorman, Dan (R) 579 8216 11B Otremba, Mary Ellen (DFL) 393 3201
24A Dorn, John (DFL) 201 3248 37A Ozment, Dennis (R) 479 4306
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) 213 8799 42B Paulsen, Erik (R) 445 7449
42A Erhardt, Ron (R) 591 4363 38B Pawlenty, Tim (R) 459 4128
17A Erickson, Sondra (R) 407 6746 64B Paymar, Michael (DFL) 331 4199
1B Finseth, Tim (R) 517 9918 32A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) 295 8637
44A Folliard, Betty (DFL) 211 3964 13B Peterson, Doug (DFL) 287 4228
4A Fuller, Doug (R) 525 5516 39A Pugh, Thomas W. (DFL) 267 6828
36A Gerlach, Chris (R) 531 5506 46A Rest, Ann H. (DFL) 277 4176
63B Gleason, Mark S. (DFL) 313 5375 28A Reuter, Doug (R) 507 5368
9A Goodno, Kevin (R) 563 5515 44B Rhodes, Jim (R) 409 9889
58B Gray, Gregory (DFL) 229 8659 32B Rifenberg, Michelle (R) 423 1069
62A Greenfield, Lee (DFL) 207 0173 18A Rostberg, Jim (R) 545 5364
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 253 5387 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 375 0170
26A Gunther, Bob (R) 379 3240 17B Schumacher, Leslie J. (DFL) 327 5377
52B Haake, Barb (R) 429 0141 41A Seagren, Alice (R) 477 7803
48A Haas, Bill (R) 569 5513 57A Seifert, Jim (R) 577 7807
50A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 575 2439 21A Seifert, Marty (R) 593 5374
22B Harder, Elaine (R) 487 5373 2B Skoe, Rod (DFL) 321 4265
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL) 353 4333 62B Skoglund, Wes (DFL) 251 4330
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 245 3824 34A Smith, Steve (R) 503 9188
8B Hilty, Bill (DFL) 241 4308 3B Solberg, Loren A.(DFL) 309 2365
37B Holberg, Mary Liz (R) 433 6926 33B Stanek, Rich (R) 543 5502
56A Holsten, Mark William (R) 381 3018 14B Stang, Doug (R) 597 4373
4B Howes, Larry (R) 431 2451 24B Storm, Julie (R) 527 7065
6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 351 2228 28B Sviggum, Steve (R) 463 2273
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) 291 4246 23B Swenson, Howard (R) 539 8634
18B Jennings, Loren Geo (DFL) 237 0518 43B Sykora, Barb (R) 403 4315
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL) 349 5510 50B Tingelstad, Kathy (R) 567 5369
15A Juhnke, Al (DFL) 329 6206 5B Tomassoni, David J. (DFL) 233 0172
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) 255 4257 67B Trimble, Steve (DFL) 289 4201
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) 317 4240 25A Tuma, John (R) 369 4229
60A Kelliher, Margaret Anderson (DFL)........ P2 [T 0171 1A Tunheim, Jim (DFL) 335 9635
20B Kielkucki, Tony (R) 521 1534 34B Van Dellen, Henry Todd (R) 571 5511
16B Knoblach, Jim (R) 451 6316 51B Vandeveer, Ray (R) 529 4124
49B Koskinen, Luanne (DFL) 301 4231 63A Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 227 4200
53A Krinkie, Philip (R) 365 2907 61B Wejcman, Linda (DFL) 203 7152
15B Kubly, Gary W. (DFL) 315 4346 12B Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL) 389 4247
31A Kuisle, William (R) 565 4378 51A Westerberg, Andrew (R) 523 4226
56B Larsen, Peg (R) 551 4244 9B Westfall, Robert L. (Bob) (R) 553 6829
40A Larson, Dan (DFL) 225 7158 13A Westrom, Torrey (R) 557 4929
27B Leighton, Rob (DFL) 261 4193 38A Wilkin, Tim (R) 413 3533
40B Lenczewski, Ann (DFL) 337 4218 22A Winter, Ted (DFL) 247 5505
45B Leppik, Peggy (R) 485 7026 41B Wolf, Ken (R) 359 5185
2A Lieder, Bernie L. (DFL) 323 5091 43A Workman, Tom (R) 537 5066
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Note: Room numbers are subject to change.
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State prisons and prisoners

Number of adult prison inmates in Minnesota, July 1998 .......c.cccccoveueuruereuenee. 5,507
Percent incarcerated for sex Offenses ..........coceueveeeeririeieeeeeinirineeeeeneeeeeeecees 20
Percent incarcerated for hOmMIcide .........c.eueueueueurieiririeieiniririeieieieeeieeeeeeese e 16.6
Percent incarcerated for drug offenses ...........ccceeuvueueeeieiririeieeieeneeeeeeneeennen 12.8

Projected number of adult inmates in Minnesota, 2000...........cceevevemememcenercncncne 6,420

Number of adult inmates in Minnesota in 1975 (30-year low) .......c.ccceeveueueneee. 1,509

Number of inmates in Minnesota per 100,000 population, 1997 ..........c.cccccoueeee. 113
Number of states with lower incarceration rate that year...........cccceceeeuccccccncne. 1

Total number of adult males incarcerated in Minnesota, July 1998 ..... . 5,234
Of juvenile Males ......ceueuevereiereueirinieieieerietereeerestee st seeene e 224
Of adult females ...... e 273
Of Juvenile females ........c.eoceeeueueuirirniereieereeteieiee sttt st s s e eaes 19

African-Americans as percent of adult inmate population, July 1998..... ... 36.6
As percent of juvenile inmate population, July 1998 .........c.cccccccevvivnnnrinuenenen 22.6
As percent of Minnesota population, 1997 .........c.cccoceeeeeereenccerenencneccnencrccacs 2.8

Whites as percent of adult inmate population, July 1998 .........ccccevvvrivrereierercucncnee 48.6
As percent of juvenile inmate population, July 1998 .......c.cccccceeevernnnneriruenenne 53.5
As percent of Minnesota population, 1997 ........c.ccceeueereereerenirueerennereeneeneenens 93.4

American Indians as percent of adult inmate population, July 1998 ..................... 6.5
As percent of juvenile inmate population, July 1998 .........c.cccccecevvvnnnirnuenenen 14.8
As percent of Minnesota population, 1997 .........c.ccccceeeeueereerccerenencncccnencnencacs 1.2

Number of new prison beds added statewide from July 1996 to October 1998 ... 400

Number of new prison beds planned to be added statewide by 2000................. 1,062
Number of those to be at new close—custody facility in Rush City ...... .. 950
Beds planned per cell at Rush City facility .........cocoeeueeeeeecnenccccerenccceceenenes 2
Estimated construction costs for Rush City facility, in millions .... . $89

Average per-day cost for one adult male inmate, 1998 .................... . $82
For one adult male at Red Wing Correctional Facility ... $138
For one adult male at a contract facility .........cocoeoeeerccccinenenccncnenenencncnenenenccnes $55
For one adult female iINmate .........cccoceviiriviiiiiiiiiicccaes $116
For one juvenile at Sauk Centre Juvenile Correctional Facility ..........c.c.cc....... $185

Adult inmates, in July 1998, whose formal education ended before
ninth grade, a8 PEICENT......oueueiririririrecceeeeieieieieieieieteeetet ettt eseseseaeesesesesene 6
Whose formal education ended between ninth and eleventh grades,

E Rl 0 (el 1 OO 31.9
Who had a college degree, as PEICent .........ccceueueueueueueremememeueucreemenenenenenenenenenens 15.1

Sources: Adult Inmate Profile, 1998, Minnesota Department of Corrections; Juvenile Inmate
Profile, 1998, Minnesota Department of Corrections; Minnesota Data Book for Legislators,
1999, House Research Department; Minnesota State Demographic Center Web site (http://
www.mnplan.state.mn.us/demography/demogest); State and Local Sourcebook, 1999,
Governing magazine.
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Reflections

Across the street and to the west of the Capitol is the State Office Building. The office
building, or S.0.B. as it is fondly called, is home to House members and staff, the Office
of the Revisor of Statutes, and the Legislative Reference Library.

It also houses one independent senator, all Republican senators and staff, senate media
services, the secretary of state’s office, various legislative commissions, a barber shop, and
a cafeteria. All in all, some 630 people work in the building on a daily basis.

On a weekly basis, another 700 to 800 lobbyists, interested individuals, committee
hearing participants, media, and visiting constituents can be added to the total number
who pass through the busy hallways and offices.

The S.0.B. was erected in 1932 and housed state departments and commissions.
Construction began under Gov. Theodore Christianson and was completed during Gov.
Floyd B. Olson’s term. A statue of Olson now keeps a watchful eye on the building from
the west lawn of the Capitol.

In 1932 the new building, with its eight Ionic columns and Roman renaissance motif,
was designed to match the old Historical Society Building directly across the Capitol lawn.
Thelobby and hallways were decorated with unique design patterns in the granite, marble,
and terrazzo stone. Mostly found above eye-level, they are often overlooked by those who
pass through the building.

Like the Capitol, renditions of the state’s industry, its agricultural products of wheat
and corn, and its first people — the American Indian — are captured here. Outside, two
original 12-foot metal lampposts are found at each entrance. Their distinctive design is
marked by cascading floral petals, now colored green with age.

When House members moved offices from the Capitol to the S.0.B. in the early 1970s,
gaining more space was a major improvement. From 1905 until 1969, the only work space
and area for receiving constituents was at members’ desks in the House chamber or in
small cubicles located throughout the Capitol building.

In 1986, the S.O.B. was remodeled to provide more House offices and space for
nonpartisan and other state offices. Designs in the entrances and hallways were preserved,
including the brass doors and copper additions throughout the nine floors of the edifice.
But gone is the atrium that graced the center of the structure. The former open area has
been replaced with new offices and conference rooms.

Also during the renovation, a top floor was added to the building for the revisor of
statutes. One floor below, the space above the library reading room is a faint reminder of
the indoor open space. Here, some of the original windows have been added.

Opverall, the emblems displayed throughout the State Office Building are guideposts.
They link Minnesotans to the past as people pass through to connect with state govern-
ment.

—LeClair Grier Lambert

INSIDE

Highlights 5
Feature: Traveling members 15
New Members: Holberg, Haake 16,17
Bill Introductions (HF710 - HF875) 18
Committee Schedule (Feb. 22-26) 22

Onthe cover:Emblems carvedin stoneand etched in metal around the main entrance and lobby
of the State Office Building, built in 1932, depict the flora, industry, and first people of
Minnesota.

—Photomontage by Tom Olmscheid
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First Reading

High-speed pursuit . . .

Lawmakers aim to guard public from dangerous chases

By Grant Martin

n the first morning hours following last

| Thanksgiving, Steven Winkel, 27, and

Jeffrey Carlson, 23, not satisfied by their
earlier feasts, were craving White Castle sand-
wiches. So they decided to take Winkel’s Ford
pickup to get a late-night snack.

As Winkel drove through a south Minne-
apolis intersection, two police officers pursu-
ing a possible burglary suspect ran through a
stop sign and rammed their squad car into the
side of Winkel’s truck. The impact of the crash
sent both vehicles onto a residential lawn.

Carlson died in the ambulance on the way
to the hospital, and Winkel died in the hospi-
tal eight days after the crash. Neither officer in
the squad car was seriously injured.

The officers, who were trying to catch up to

done to make sure that what happened to her
son does not happen to others. She said that
officers need to be provided the tools to do
their job safely.

“We need them to serve and protect the
public, not to maim and kill innocent by-
standers,” she said.

Bill sponsor Rep. Rich Stanek (R-Maple
Grove), a Minneapolis police officer, told the
committee that his bill came as a result of
collaboration between several law enforce-
ment organizations.

Stanek said that his bill strikes a balance
between vigorous law enforcement and en-
suring the public’s safety by stressing “con-
tinuous and effective” training for officers.

Stanek’s bill addresses several issues involv-
ing police pursuits, including mandating

Abill approved Feb. 18. by the House Crime Prevention Committee seeks to address police pursuits. The
bill would mandate additional training for officers, create a statewide pursuit policy, and provide
funding for new technologies for both training and actual pursuit.

a suspect in a car six blocks away, did not
activate their lights or sirens when going
through the intersection.

“Theresultofthis officer’s decision cost us our
son’slifeand thelife of hisbest friend Steve,” said
Jim Winkel, who testified Feb. 18 at a House
Crime Prevention Committee hearing.

Winkel’s family testified in support of a bill
(HF381) that seeks to address problems with
police pursuits. Thebill, approved by the com-
mittee, comes in the wake of several recent
deathsresulting from high-speed police chases.

Sue Winkel, Steven Winkel’s mother, told
the committee that something needs to be

additional training time for officers, creatinga
statewide pursuit policy, providing new tech-
nologies for training and pursuit, and strength-
eningthe currentlawsagainst fleeingan officer.

Under the bill, the Peace Officer Standards
and Training (POST) Board would establish a
pursuit training course for police officer ca-
dets. The bill would mandate that each cadet
receiveatleast seven hours oftrainingand that
all current officers receive at least eight hours
of training every two years.

Jim Winkel said that the current training is
not sufficient. He said that people going into law
enforcement are used to driving smaller, less

powerful cars and that they aren’t prepared to
get behind the wheel of the powerful squad cars.

Tracy Winkel Johnson, Steven Winkel’s sis-
ter, also testified in support of the bill. She said
thatherbrother’s crash demonstrates the need
for more training.

“Maybe if this officer was provided training
to handle this pursuit, my brother would be
alive with us this Easter,” she said.

Stanek’s bill would also require the POST
board to develop a statewide model pursuit
policy. This policy would then be used to
develop policies for each local law enforce-
ment agency.

Under current law, local agencies are given
wide latitude to establish their own proce-
dures for pursuit.

The bill would also provide funding for
technologies that would both train officers
and, hopefully, end pursuits more quickly.
Toward that goal, the bill would provide fund-
ing for driving simulators that would be used
to provide realistic pursuit scenarios for offic-
ers in training.

Dennis Delmont, a spokesman for the
Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, said
that this provision of the bill would provide
cost savings for the proposed training.

“We believe that the simulators, while they
cannot replace the training on the track, will
provide us the opportunity to train more of-
ficers more effectively and with less expense,”
Delmont said.

The bill would also set up a program to
dispense tire deflators to local law enforce-
ment agencies. Sometimes called stop sticks,
the devices are placed on the road ahead of the
fleeing offender and pop the tires when the car
passes over them.

Other technologies are being developed to
assist officers in police pursuits. One such
device, often called a kill switch, would send
an electronic beam that would turn off the
engine of the offender.

The bill would also expand a current statute
regarding prosecutions and convictions for
fleeing a police officer.

In some situations, a person cannot be con-
victed for both fleeing an officer and for the
original act that caused the officer to pursue.

Richard Hodsdon, an assistant Washington
County attorney, said that sometimes pros-
ecutors have to choose between one charge
and the other.

February 19, 1999 / SESSION WEEKLY 3



Jim Winkel, his wife, Susan, and daughter, Tracy,
left to right, listen as members of the House Crime
Prevention Committee discuss a bill Feb. 18 that
would require law enforcement officers to receive
training in high-speed pursuit driving every two
years. Winkel testified about the day his son, Jeff,
was killed when his pickup truck was hit by a
Minneapolis squad car in high-speed pursuit of a
burglary suspect.

“That’s not a choice we think prosecutors
should have to make,” he said.

The bill would expand the law to allow
offenders to be convicted and sentenced for
both charges.

Although statewide data is not yet available
for 1998, the Bureau of Criminal Apprehen-
sion does have records for 1997. According to
the agency, there were 956 police pursuits in
Minnesota in that year. Of those pursuits, 44
percent resulted in property damage to the
squad car, the offender’s vehicle, or other
property. A little over half of the pursuits were
initiated because of traffic violations. There
were two chase-related fatalities in 1997.

Some critics of police pursuits have argued
that because the risk to the public is high,
pursuits should only be initiated for felony
level offenders, or only for offenders who are
dangerous to the public.

Although thebill was being heard in a policy
committee rather than a finance committee,
several members asked Stanek about the fiscal
impact, especially funding for training.

As approved, the bill would also provide a
yet-to-be decided amount to reimburse local
law enforcement agencies for the cost of the
additional training.
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Youwon’tfind many news-
paper editors serving in the
House these days, but ear-
lier this century, it wasn’t
all that uncommon.

Editors at small rural
weekly papers were often
the owners, business managers, ad sales-
men, typesetters, photographers, and jani-
tors. And given the trend for newspapers to
be voices of one political party, involve-
ment in government came naturally for
some.

Gunnar B. Bjornson owned and oper-
ated the Minneota Mascot from 1900 to
1944. He was elected to the House
terms beginning in 1913 and
1915, representing a district
insoutheastern Minnesota.

It soon became appar-
ent that one benefit of
having a newspaper edi-
torasalegislator was the
quality of his commu-
nication, in both edito-
rialsand personalletters.
Reams of such Bjornson
papers have been cata-
logued by the Minnesota
Historical Society.

Bjornson, aRepublican, took
moderate to conservative
stands on most issues. He sup-
ported the creation of a public
utilities commission in the state in 1914,
noting the need to protect individual citi-
zens, and he warned about concentrating
power in the hands of large cities. He also
supported requiring public approval for
counties to bond for road projects, decry-
ingastatelawthatallowed bonding through
a simple majority vote of the board of
commissioners.

But he was an opponent of the nonpar-
tisan primary, adopted by the statein 1913.

“It plays havoc with all party organiza-
tion,” said Bjornson, who waslater toserve as
the chair of the Republican State Central
Committee. He noted that campaigning be-
gan in January for elections in June, then

It's a Fact!

Reporting from the floor of the House

Gunnar B. Bjornson

began againand continued well into the fall.

“This makes for a whole year of cam-
paigning, which is by no means desirable
either for the public or the man who has
to run for office,” he wrote.

Bjornson treaded lightly on legislative
issues dealing with newspapers. To the
chagrin of staunch First Amendment ad-
vocates, he supported a bill that would
have regulated newspaper activity in po-
litical campaigns.

Specifically, the bill would have made it
impossible for newspapers to publish
anonymous letters “attacking men run-
ning for office.”

He termed the proposal “quite
proper” and expressed hope
that it would eliminate
“communications of a
spurious nature tending
to influence elections.”
Hesupported but
would not allow his
name to be connected
to another bill that
would have required
publication of personal
property tax lists, noting
that it promised consid-
erable revenue for some
newspapers and created a
conflict of interest for him.
Bjornson was known as a
stickler for detailsand despised
typographical errors, both as a lawmaker
and editor. On one occasion, he printed
in the Mascot that a certain Ingibjorg
Augustine Hurdal had arrived in the com-
munity from Winnipeg, Canada. He in-
advertently published the incorrect
courtesy title, “Mrs.”

He apologized profusely in a subse-
quent edition, and when he later married
Miss Hurdal, some said it was to make
good on the error.

Bjornson died in 1959. His passing was
memorialized by newspapers around the
state, which heralded his contribution to
both the political scene and the newspa-
per world.

Some members expressed concerns about
the state paying for training that should be
handled by the local government.

Given the tone of the questions in the policy
committee, this training provision may raise
eyebrows when the bill is heard next in the
House Judiciary Finance Committee.

Delmont said the Legislature should pro-
vide some assistance for the statewide initia-
tive. “We are asking the Legislature to require
this,” he said. “We are also asking the Legisla-
ture to pay forit.” s
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BANKING

Banking in Outing

A bank would be allowed to open a branch
office in the small community of Outing, lo-
cated in southern Cass County, under a bill
the House passed Feb. 15. The vote was122-2.

Current state law prohibits banks from op-
erating in townships, and Outing is an unin-
corporated town in Crooked Lake Township.

Minnesota’s “home office protection law”
allows banks to establish branch offices in
cities with a population less than 10,000 only
with consent from all the banks that have their
home officein that city. Banks are also prohib-
ited from getting around that law by opening
in townships just outside city limits.

Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby), spon-
sor of the bill, said First National Bank of
Crosby had planned to open an office in
Outing, assuming it was a city. And because
Outing has its own post office and zip code,
many people don’t realize that it has never
been incorporated, she said.

The bill (HF248) now moves to the Senate.

4

R CHILDREN

Rules for kiddie pools

When the north wind is stinging your face,
it’s hard to think of hot summer days, but
members of the House Health and Human
Services Policy Committee took on a warm-
weather issue Feb. 18.

The committee approved a bill (HF352)
that would exempt wading pools used athome-
based day care businesses from rules designed
for large public swimming pools.

Bill sponsor Rep. Richard Mulder
(R-Ivanhoe) appeared before the committee
wearing swimming goggles, and his fellow
committee members donned sunglasses of
their own.

“This is serious business,” Mulder assured
the committee.

Divinginto his testimony, Mulder explained
thatrecenthealth department ruleslump small,
stand-alone wading poolsin with larger swim-
ming pools. So in order to comply with law,
day care providers must attend a week of
training in pool management, chlorinate their
wading pool, and pay a $200 fee.

Mulder said he could find no instances of
death or illness linked to wading pool use in
day care settings.

The bill has wide support from day care
providers who believe the existing law is all
wet.

“Children must be able to play in a large
enough body of water in the summer to do a
lot of pouring, sprinkling, measuring, and
seeing what sinks and floats,” said day care
provider Kathy Baumgart of Coon Rapids.
“Please inform the board of health that wad-
ing pools are not toilets. We can tell the differ-
ence, and certainly so can children.”

Baumgartsaid playingin water isimportant
for developing well-rounded children. She said
kids would even take to splashing in the bird
bath if no other source is available.

Mulder said the bill doesn’t have a fiscal
impact because to date no day care provider
has paid the fee.

The committee sent the bill ahead to see if it
floats before the full House.

Like using fingerprints to know where
people have been, police officers can use bul-
lets and bullet casings to track where guns
have been.

The National Integrated Ballistics Informa-
tion Network, the program formerly known
as Drugfire, is a database of the individual
markingsleft by particular guns onbulletsand
bullet casings.

A bill (HF114), discussed Feb. 16 by the
House Judiciary Finance Committee, would
provide funding to the city of Minneapolis
and to Hennepin and Ramsey counties for
training and operating of the FBI program.

The governor’sbudgetrequestalso includes
funding that would go to the Bureau of Crimi-
nal Apprehension for the program.

Rep. Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove), spon-
sor of the bill, said the FBI program is a huge
advance for law enforcement.

“I think Drugfire is like fingerprints in the
’80s and DNA in the ’90s,” he said. “It’s a great
tool for law enforcement.”

Gary Jueckstock, a spokesman for the
Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office, told the
committee about a case where the FBI system

CRIME

Firearm fingerprints

was used. Police officers investigating an at-
tempted homicide found the bullet casings
from a specific gun. The casings were analyzed
and the information kept on file.

Later, when a gun was found on two sus-
pects arrested for an unrelated charge, inves-
tigators test-fired the gun and matched the
information to the attempted homicide. The
suspects were arrested and later convicted.

Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) said that
all guns should be test-fired before they are
sold and the identifying marks kept on record
for crime tracking purposes.

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension official
Frank Dolejsi said Skoglund’s suggestion was
similar to ideas offered when law enforcement
agencies began collecting DNA evidence. But
like with DNA, gathering information on all
guns would be cost prohibitive.

“It’s technically feasible,” he said. “But we
have to focus our resources on what would be
most productive.”

The bill may be included as an appropria-
tion in the committee’s omnibus finance bill.

Paying the bomb squad

A program that assists local law enforce-
mentagencies with bomb disposal costs would
be continued, under a bill considered Feb. 16
by the House Judiciary Finance Committee.

Currently, local law enforcement agencies
must call on one of four police departments in
Minnesota with bomb disposal units when
dealing with bombs or other hazardous
explosives.

Under an existing program, police depart-
ments can seek reimbursements from the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety for
costs incurred by bringing in these bomb dis-
posal specialists.

The bill (HF113) would provide $120,000 a
year for the next biennium to continue to fund
the program.

The proposal, sponsored by Rep. Sherry
Broecker (R-Vadnais Heights), may be con-
sidered for inclusion in the committee’s om-
nibus finance bill.

To find out who represents you
at the Capitol . ..
Call the House Public Information
Office at (651) 296-2146
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Tracking teachers

A state depository of information on li-
censed educators would be created under a
bill sponsored by Rep. Tony Kielkucki
(R-Lester Prairie). The plan would allow school
districts to access extensive employment his-
tories of job applicants.

The bill (HF586) calls for a centralized da-
tabase operated by the Department of Chil-
dren, Families and Learning and proposes a
standard job application form that would be
used by school districts statewide. The House
Education Policy Committee considered the
bill Feb. 16.

Kielkucki’s proposal contains recommen-
dations made by the state Board of Teaching,
which conducted a study of the issue under a
1998 directive from the Legislature.

Amongtherecommendationsin theboard’s
report were the standard application form
and the details of the database, which would
include information on teachers, administra-
tors, superintendents, and charter school
directors.

The database would require mandatory re-
porting from school districts whenever a li-
censed educator leaves a position for any
reason.

Kielkucki said he is backing the bill in re-
sponse to an incident in his legislative district,
where a teacher was hired with an invalid
teacher’s license.

Various lawmakers’ concerns over the bill
prompted the committee to delay action on the
matter. Many said the bill is too far-reaching.

“It just seems to me that this is an octopus
going in every direction,” said Rep. Bob Ness
(R-Dassel).

The committee is expected to take up the
bill again later this session.

No confirmation needed

A bill that would eliminate the Senate con-
firmation process for appointees to the state
Board of Teaching was approved Feb. 16 by
the House Education Policy Committee.

The bill (HF386) is sponsored by Rep.
Sondra Erickson (R-Princeton), a former
member of the board.

Erickson said the policy of having appoin-
tees confirmed by the Senate — a stipulation
added in the 1998 omnibus education law —
only serves to lengthen the appointment pro-
cess. Prior to 1998, the appointments, made
by the governor, did not require Senate
confirmation.

Erickson said the Senate already confirms

6 SESSION WEEKLY / February 19, 1999

many appointments, and the teaching board
isthe onlylicensing organizationamongthose
groups.

The board is made up of 11 members ap-
pointed by the governor, six of whom are
classroom teachers. It was created in 1973 to
regulate teacher licensing.

Erickson said board members often have to
take time away from their regular working
schedules for meetings and other board-
related duties.

“A Senate confirmation would take another
day out of the classroom,” Erickson said.

Some lawmakers objected to the proposal,
saying that the confirmation processisa check
against the executive branch’s power of ap-
pointment.

But others countered that the process just
adds more time to an already lengthy search
and application process for prospective board
members.

HF386 moves to the House floor.

Milaca bill passes

The House passed a bill Feb. 15 that would
retroactively authorize the school district in
Milaca to begin the 1998-99 academic year
earlier than allowed under state law. The vote
was 96-28.

Students in Milaca began their school year
Aug. 24,1998, because the school district plans
to starta construction project in May, forcing
an early end to the school year.

Somelawmakers questioned why the school
district should be allowed to technically break
the law.

A 1986 state law mandated that schools
could not begin classes before Labor Day.
However, a 1997 law allowed school districts
to begin classes on the Wednesday, Thursday,
or Friday before Labor Day in 1998 and 1999.
That law came about because Labor Day fell
relatively late in September last year and will
do so again this year.

That meant Sept. 2, 1998, was the earliest date
districts could legally begin the current school
year. (Beginning in the 2000-01 school year,
districts will be authorized to start as early as
Sept. 1, under another law passed in 1998.)

Rep. Sondra Erickson (R-Princeton), the
bill’s sponsor, argued that the Milaca district
should not be punished because the construc-
tion was approved during a special session of
the 1998 Legislature, at which time she did not
have the opportunity to offer a bill to take care
of the issue.

Others argued that passing the bill could set
a precedent for other school districts to
disregard the law and seek retroactive ap-
proval.

Erickson disagreed.
“This is just a one-time thing,” she said.
The bill (HF58) moves to the Senate.

ENVIRONMENT

€

Smart sprinklers

A bill that would help prevent lawns and
gardens from receiving redundant watering
was approved Feb. 16 by the House Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Policy
Committee.

Automaticlandscapeirrigation systems that
operate even when it is raining waste millions
of gallons of water, said John Mickman of the
Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Associa-
tion. Those systems can be equipped with
sensors that shut off systems when there is
sufficient moisture in the soil, and the bill
(HF564) would require such sensors to be put
on all new systems.

“Water is a scarce resource, and we feel it’s
in the best interest of the state to prevent the
waste of this resource,” Mickman said.

Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount), com-
mittee chair and sponsor of the bill, said the
proposal would not require old systems to be
retrofitted with sensors. It would apply only to
new systems.

Mickman said the sensors cost less than
$40, and they are made by several different
manufacturers.

The bill now moves to the House
Commerce Committee.

Parents of teen-agers with chemical depen-
dency problems often find their hands are tied
when dealing with their children, but a bill
approved Feb. 15 by the House Civil Law
Committee aims to give them aid.

Under current law, children under the age
of 16 can be admitted by their parents to a
chemical dependency treatment program, pro-
vided that an independent evaluator confirms
the need for treatment. However, for minors
ages 16 and 17, the treatment must be volun-
tary.

The bill (HF183), sponsored by Rep. Mark
Buesgens (R-Jordan), would make 16- and
17-year-olds subject to the same requirements
as children under the age of 16.

“It is highly questionable that a 16- or 17-
year-old who is chemically dependent can
make this choice by themselves,” Buesgens

FAMILY

Treatment for teens



said at a meeting of the civil law panel Feb. 10.

Jordan resident Cindy Nevins testified in
support of the bill. She said that following
months of problems with her son, she took
him to have an evaluation, and the counselor
told her that her son needed treatment.

“In the same breath, she told us our son is
16, and ifhe chooses not to go, there’s nothing
we can do,” she said.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

GOVERNMENT

Ventura signs first law

The first measure signed into law
by Gov. Jesse Ventura addresses a

Iy procedural wrinkle caused by the
signed | fact that he is a third-party head of
e | state.

governor

Effective Feb. 18, the new law
changes the process under which members are
appointed to the Campaign Finance and Pub-
lic Disclosure Board. State law outlines the
makeup of the board to avoid having too
many members from the same political party.
The board responds to questions about cam-
paign finance and economic interest disclo-
sure of candidates for state offices.

Under the old law, two board members had
to be former legislators — one from the same
political party as the governor and one froma
different political party than the governor —
and no more than three board members could
support the same political party.

But the law had no provisions for how to
proceed with appointments when there are no
former legislators from the governor’s politi-
cal party, as is the case with Ventura’s Reform
Party.

The new law avoids the reference to the
governor’s political party, requiring instead
that the board include two former legislators
who belong to different parties.

Rep. Jim Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park) and
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) sponsored
the measure.

HF139*/SF88/CH1

Abortion bypass bill advances

HEALTH

A bill that would establish a system for
reporting data about certain minors who re-
ceive abortions was approved Feb. 16 by the
House Health and Human Services Policy
Committee.

The bill (HF377) would require physicians
to report information, including age and race,

about minors who receive abortions after ob-
taining a judge’s permission instead of paren-
tal consent. The data would become public.

Under current law, doctors are required to
notify parents or guardians at least 48 hours
before performing an abortion on a minor.
But minors can bypass the parental notifica-
tion by receiving a judge’s permission.

Rep.Kevin Goodno (R-Moorhead), thebill’s
sponsor, said there is no good documentation
to show how so-called “judicial pass through”
is working, how often it is used, or what crite-
ria judges use in granting their permission.

Goodno’s bill would establish a reporting
form that physicians would have to submit
annually. The bill also specifies that the data
compiled from the reports would be public.

Jackie Schwietz, a spokeswoman for Min-
nesota Citizens Concerned for Life, said that
assuring parental participation in the decision
to terminate a pregnancy is important. She
said her group fears judges may not be taking
requests for abortions from minors seriously.

Julie Neecum, who also spoke on behalf
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, told
the committee she received judicial bypass to
have an abortion at age 17. She said it was
simple. She had to write a letter to the judge
stating she was mature enough to make that
decision and appear in court.

“I was a drug addict, abused alcohol, and
practiced unprotected sex,” Neecum said. “I
obviously wasn’t mature. The last thing I
needed from society was an abortion.”

Opponents of the bill said they are con-
cerned that making such data public could
expose doctors to the threat of physical harm,
and possibly even death.

Patty Franklin, director of health law for the
Minnesota Medical Association, said the data
required under the bill would serve no public
health purpose and that most of the informa-
tion requested could already be found from
other sources.

She said the bill could lead to harassment of
doctors who are “engaging in legal activity”
and put judges in harm’s way, too.

She echoed a concern raised by Rep. Lee
Greenfield (DFL-Mpls), who said that in small
towns and counties, public reporting of ethnic
background or even age could be sufficient
information to identify women individually.

Goodno said the intent of the proposal
wasn’t to “paint a target” on anyone’s back
and reiterated his belief in the importance of
involving the family in a decision to have an
abortion.

The bill moves to the House Civil Law
Committee.

Parking during pregnancy

Women with high-risk pregnancies would
qualify for handicapped parking privileges,
under a bill approved Feb. 16 by the House
Transportation Policy Committee.

Rep. Joe Opatz (DFL-St. Cloud) is the chief
sponsor of the bill (HF296).

For some women who have high-risk preg-
nancies, walking can be a health hazard.
Opatz’s bill would extend the handicapped
parking privileges to women whose physi-
cians certify that walking would endanger the
life of the mother or fetus.

Four students from St. Cloud State Univer-
sity brought the proposal to Opatz as part of a
social work class.

Jana Cook, a senior at the school, said the
idea came from her own personal experience.

While attending the University of Minne-
sota, Cook was pregnant and considered at
risk by her doctor. She considered asking for a
special parking permit, but was discouraged
when others told her she wouldn’t have much
of a chance of getting one.

Current law regarding handicapped park-
ing does not include women with at-risk preg-
nancies as being physically disabled.

The illegal use of handicapped permits also
came up during the hearing. Margot Imdieke
Cross from the Minnesota Disability Council
said that many who park in Minneapolis have
the permits but don’t really need them. She
said the permits are often stolen, borrowed
from family members, or copied.

“There is an immense amount of abuse
right now,” she said.

Opatz said he is planning to introduce a bill
this session to address that issue.

HF296 moves to the House floor.

Donor bill advances

Abill clarifying organ donation procedures
in the 1998 health care directive law is on its
way to the House floor after a brief delay in the
House Civil Law Committee.

The bill (HF74) seeks to clear up acommon
misunderstanding about organ donation.

Bill sponsor Rep. Darlene Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) said that while most doctors
know that human tissue and eyes are organs,
the average person considering donating his
or her organs upon death may not always
consider that fact.

She said that her bill, approved by the com-
mittee Feb. 15, would make a technical change
to the health directive law to help clarify any
misconceptions.

Under the 1998 law, people can use a health
care directive to address all aspects of ad-
vanced planning for health care by appointing
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an agent to make the person’s health care
decisions or by making statements about how
the person’s health care should be handled.

The bill would modify the suggested form
for the directive by specifically listing human
tissues and eyes, along with other organs al-
ready listed on the form.

The suggested directive form allows a per-
son to give the health care agent the power to
make decisions regarding health care, includ-
ing whether the person’s organs are donated
upon death.

The bill was approved Jan. 19 by the House
Health and Human Services Policy Commit-
tee. But when it was first heard by the civil law
panel Feb. 8, Rep. Lynda Boudreau (R-
Faribault) requested it be laid over because
she wanted to make sure the change wouldn’t
substantially change the donor law.

Specifically, Boudreau said she was worried
that the change could open up the possibility
that a person making decisions for a patient
could donate fetal tissue.

Luther laid her bill over so that Boudreau’s
questions could be addressed.

When the bill came up again Feb. 15,
Boudreau said that she was satisfied that the
bill made no substantial changes to the law.
And the committee approved the bill.

=] HIGHER EDUCATION

Four regents elected

The Minnesota Legislature appointed four
new members to the University of Minnesota
Board of Regents on Feb. 18.

In a joint meeting of the House and Senate,
lawmakers approved the slates of regent can-
didates forwarded to them by a Joint House
Education and Senate Children, Families and
Learning Committee.

William Hogan II, the current board chair-
man, was re-elected to a second term, repre-
senting the 3rd Congressional District. Hogan
had become a finalist for the position, but was
voted outin his district caucus. On Feb. 16, the
joint committee overruled the caucus and
chose Hogan as the district’s candidate. A
businessman from Eden Prairie, Hogan
chaired the audit committee for the Board of
Regents.

Another incumbent, William Peterson, was
also re-elected. Peterson is the chief financial
officer for Minnesota AFL-CIO and won an
at-large position on the board. Peterson lives
in Eagan and is also a board member of Re-
gions Hospital in St. Paul.

From the 2nd Congressional District, Dal-
las Bohnsack upset incumbent Julie Bleyhl.
Bohnsack won support during the interview-
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ing process and secured his caucus’s nomina-
tion.

Bleyhl was nominated twice during the joint
meeting by Reps. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls)
and CarolMolnau (R-Chaska) inalast-minute
plea for more female representation on the
board. There are now three women on the 12-
member board.

Dr. Anthony Baraga won election to the seat
representing the 8th Congressional District.
Baraga, from Hibbing, is also new to the board.
He is a radiologist and a graduate of the
U of M Medical School. He replaces Thomas
Reagan, who stepped down after serving since
1990.

Every two years, the Legislature is called
upon to elect members to the Board of Re-
gents, which is the governing body of the
university. Eight members are elected to rep-
resent each of the state’s congressional dis-
tricts, and the remaining are chosen on an
at-large basis. One of those at-large seats must
be filled by a student in the university system.

Candidates for the board must file an appli-
cation to be considered by the Regent Candi-
date Advisory Council. The council, which is
made up of community members, selects can-
didates to interview and then votes to narrow
the field to two to four candidates per seat.

Then each congressional district holds a
caucus to select one candidate to forward to
the joint legislative committee. The commit-
tee can nominate additional candidates, and it
then votes to choose the final candidate to
bring to the full Legislature.

A joint convention of the House and Senate
holds the final election, in which names can
still be added to the ballot. The person who
receives a majority of votes for each open seat
is elected a regent.

Baraga, Bohnsack, Hogan, and Peterson will
begin their terms immediately.

U of M seeks human capital

Last year, the University of Minnesota fo-
cused its legislative efforts on funding capital
projects — building construction, facility im-
provements, and so on. This year, there’s a
request for a different resource.

“Intellectual capital is basically the commod-
ity of the 21st century,” University President
Mark Yudof told members of the House Higher
Education Finance Committee Feb. 15.

Attracting top-notch research faculty and
strengthening undergraduate education pro-
grams are two ways university officials hope to
raise the school’s rank as a research institu-
tion. Right now, the university is ranked near
the bottom in a list of 30 comparable schools;
Yudof would like to see it among the top five.

The university is asking for increases over
its base budget totaling $198.8 million.

Officials have divided the requested funds
into five goal areas: improving undergraduate
education, financing health professional edu-
cation, connecting the university to the com-
munity, providing quality service, and paying
faculty and staff competitive salaries.

In 1998, the Legislature granted the U of M
thelargest capitalappropriation in the school’s
history for several building projects and class-
room improvements.

Yudof said this year’s request is somewhat
ofaconsequence of what happened last yearin
that the university must have the right people
to use and take care of the resources granted in
the capital budget last year.

The largest share of the U of M’s request
would go toward a 3-percent raise for faculty
and staff members and another package to
fund competitive salary increases.

Funding for smaller, discussion-oriented
freshman seminars is another part of Yudof’s
mission. He taught a seminar last fall and
would like to see more of them created in
order to make the freshman experience less
focused on large lecture courses.

“We need to make this undergraduate ex-
perience better than it’s ever been,” he said.

Yudof also said he hopes the Twin Cities
campus, to which many students commute,
can become a “24-hour community.”

“If people enjoy being there, it makes the
educational mission so much easier,” he said.

In his biennial budget proposal, Gov. Jesse
Ventura has recommended about 62 percent
of the initiatives proposed by the university.

In addition, the governor has also proposed
setting up a $350 million endowment fund to
be managed by the Minnesota Medical Foun-
dation that would finance the U of M’s Aca-
demic Health Center, which houses the
medical school and other health professional
programs.

The committee took no action on the matter.

Med school seeks funds

Medical education in Minnesota is in jeop-
ardy if new funding sources are not created,
accordingto Dr. Frank Cerra, senior vice presi-
dent for health sciences at the University of
Minnesota.

Cerra detailed the $37 million funding re-
quest of the university’s Academic Health
Center at a Feb. 17 meeting of the House
Higher Education Finance Committee.

Funding for medical education has de-
creased since revenues slipped following the
merger of the university’s hospital and Fairview
Health Systems two years ago. And faculty are



working 20 percent more to try and make up
that revenue, which takes away from research
time, Cerra said.

Those factors, combined with a 1997 fed-
eral cut in graduate medical education, have
created a funding crunch for the university’s
medical education, which turns out two-thirds
of the state’s medical professionals.

“It’s not really about the University of Min-
nesota; it’s about doctors, nurses, and dentists
in your neighborhood,” Cerra said.

Cerra and his colleagues told lawmakers
that without a revamped system of funding,
medical research and education will diminish
and ultimately hurt the state’s economy.

“How does the system work when nobody
wants to pay for education?” said U of M
President Mark Yudof.

Several lawmakers offered possible fund-
raising strategies for the medical school, in-
cluding raising tuition or asking health
insurance companies to contribute educational
funding.

Five sources make up the majority of the
university’s budget for medical education —
federal and state funding or grants, student
tuition, private practice revenue, and private
donations. State funds make up about 17 per-
cent of the Academic Health Center’s budget.

Although the governor’s proposed budget
only allocates $5 million of the center’s
$37 million request, italso includes a proposal
for a $350 million endowment for medical
education and research that would be man-
aged by the Minnesota Medical Foundation at
the university.

The investment income generated from the
endowment, about $39 million for the
2000-01 biennium, would then go to the Aca-
demic Health Center. The governor also pro-
poses a 2009 sunset date for the endowment,
upon which the program would be reviewed
and the money could be returned to the state.

The governor has also earmarked $100 mil-
lion for a medical education and research
costs trust fund that would provide support to
hospitals that employ medical residents and
students participating in research fellowships.
It would not fund the U of M’s medical school
programs.

The committee took no action on the matter.

Housing for kids in need

HOUSING

A bill approved Feb. 18 by the House Jobs
and Economic Development Policy Commit-
tee would help provide affordable housing for
the increasing number of homeless children
and families.

House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty
(R-Eagan), sponsor of the bill (HF10), said a
1997 study found that women outnumbered
men in homeless shelters for the first time, and
that the number of children was higher than
the number of men and women combined.

Thebill would address what Pawlenty called
the “changing face of homelessness,” and the
correlation between instability in a child’s
housing and his or her performance in school.

Specifically, the bill would enable organiza-
tions to apply for grants through the Family
Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program,
which was established by the Legislature in
1993. That program provides grants to coun-
ties and nonprofit organizations for efforts to
prevent homelessness.

Under Pawlenty’s plan, a new projectaimed
at providing stability for homeless children
would be added to the existing program. It
would target children who live in homeless
shelters or move frequently throughout the
school year. The amount of funding has not
yet been specified, but it is slated to be dis-
cussed by the House Jobs and Economic
Development Finance Committee.

“This is not a new program. It adds an
emphasis to an existing program,” Pawlenty
said.

While the program will not solve all of the
problems of homelessness, it is designed to
help break the cycle of homelessness by help-
ing at-risk children achieve more success in
school, he added.

The bill now moves to the Jobs and Eco-
nomic Development Finance Committee.

Homeless shelters lack space

In November 1998, nearly 800 people were
turned away from homeless shelters or transi-
tional housing programs, according to a sur-
vey by the Minnesota Department of Children,
Families and Learning. And about one half of
those people are children, the survey showed.

The quarterly survey reported the highest
number of turnaways since May 1996, and the
second highest number since the department
began its survey in 1985.

Rep. Bud Nornes (R-Fergus Falls) is spon-
soring HF593, a bill crafted in response to that
increasing number of people turned away be-
cause housing facilities are short of room. The
bill was considered Feb. 15 by the House Fam-
ily and Early Childhood Education Finance
Committee.

The bill would appropriate $7.3 million
over two years for transitional housing pro-
grams and $2 million for the emergency ser-
vices grant program.

Transitional housing programs provide up

to two years of housing for homeless individu-
als and families. Participants must pay 25 per-
cent of their housing costs, and the rest is
covered by local, state, or federal assistance.

Emergency services grants are used to cover
sheltersand other services for homeless people
and are available tolocal governments or non-
profit organizations. The Legislature appro-
priated $300,000 in 1998 for the program, a
year after it was created.

Gov. Jesse Ventura has not recommended
any funding increases for those programs in
his biennial budget. Under his recommenda-
tions, the transitional housing program would
receive base level funding at $3.3 million over
two years, and emergency services would re-
ceive no funding.

“Whatwekeep seeingisanincreasein people
being turned away from facilities,” said Sue
Watlov Phillips from the Minnesota Coalition
for the Homeless.

Phillips said the increase stems from a lack
ofavailable affordable housingand notenough
jobs that pay a living wage. And without a
funding boost, she said, more people will con-
tinue to be turned away.

“We know that this program works,” said
Phillips, who works for a transitional pro-
gram. “I strongly urge you to support this
program.”

The committee will reconsider the bill later
for inclusion in this year’s omnibus finance
bill.

m HUMAN SERVICES

Helping the homeless

The number of homeless youths in Minne-
sota, particularly in rural areas, is rising faster
than spending for programs to help them.

That’s the reason Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (R-
Andover) is sponsoring a bill (HF218) that
would augment funding for grants to groups
that provide safe houses, transitional housing,
or independent living assistance services to
young people.

The bill was discussed Feb. 17 by the House
Health and Human Services Finance
Committee.

Since 1994, children have comprised the larg-
est portion of people living in homeless shelters
in Minnesota, according to statistics offered by
Laura LaCroix, policy advocate for Family and
Children’s Services of Minneapolis.

“Due to the lack of safe housing options,
many youth seek shelter in such places as
abandoned buildings, under bridges, stair-
wells, or couch-hopping,” she testified.

She said that with additional funding, pro-
grams could be expanded into 35 more counties.

Some lawmakers said they want to ensure
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RandiSu Tanem, left, talks about living at Evergreen House in Bemidji while she and her mother, Pam
Jorstad, right, worked out their problems. The pair testified before the House Health and Human
Services Finance Committee Feb. 17 in support of a bill that would provide funding for youth housing
programs like Evergreen House.

that reunifying families remains a prominent
goal of agencies receiving funding.

LaCroix said every effort is made to do that,
but when it fails, other “full continuum” pro-
grams are available.

That was good news for 19-year-old
Shirriner Moore, a participant in the Project
Solo program in Minneapolis. After the death
of her mother, she had nowhere to turn and
was at-risk for being homeless.

Moore told the committee that at Project
Solo she learned valuable life skills and was
encouraged to finish her education. Eventu-
ally, she succeeded in becoming independent
to the point where she was able to bring her
younger brother and sister to live with her.

She has also testified on the effectiveness of
the program before the U.S. Congress.

Debra Moore-Thomas, who works for
Project Solo, said the program serves 500
youths and has a waiting list.

The committee also heard from Bemidji
resident Pam Jorstad and her daughter,
RandiSu Tanem, who testified that a program
called Evergreen House — funded through
the agencies targeted in Tingelstad’s bill —
was crucial in keeping her from being
homeless.

Tanem said that she had found it impos-
sible to live with her mother and sister and
spent two weeks at the facility. Counseling
offered through Evergreen House eventually
allowed the family to reunite.

Several legislators said they wanted to be
assured that programs funded in the bill
weren’t duplicates of existing services. LaCroix
said there are some similar programs, but only
the ones funded through the Minnesota
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Department of Human Services provide a
housing component.

She said the average age of those seeking
help is 17. Other programs, some funded
through Early Childhood Family Education,
are directed toward much younger children.

Tingelstad said approving the bill would
allow the state to be proactive in dealing with
the homeless youth situation, spendingasmall
amount of money now to avoid paying more
for more intensive state services in the future.

The bill could be considered later for inclu-
sion in the omnibus health and human ser-
vices finance bill.

Insurance deals questioned

INSURANCE

Companies that pay cash for a person’s
structured settlement payment from an insur-
ance firm would need court approval for any
such transaction, under a bill discussed
Feb. 16 by the House Commerce Committee.

Rep. BillHaas (R-Champlin), the bill’s spon-
sor, said some people who receive structured
settlements — periodic payments from an
insurance company instead of a lump sum —
sell their rights to those payments without
having all the information they need to make
a good decision. The practice of buying and
selling the rights to those payments, known as
a “factoring transaction,” is not regulated,
Haas said. And that allows companies to take
advantage of people who are not accustomed
to making complex financial decisions.

“Not all of these companies are bad,” he

said. “We’rejust trying to clean it up so people
get a fair shake and know their rights.”

Managing money can be especially difficult
for people who receive insurance payments
after suffering brain injuries, said David
Brackett of Capital Planning Inc., who testi-
fied in support of the bill. Brackett said he has
specialized in structured settlements since
1981, and he has seen many instances where
people have sold their rights to future pay-
ments without understanding the
consequences.

The bill (HF478) would require companies
to disclose how the present value of the cash
they are offering up front compares to the
money the claimant is scheduled to receive
over time.

That disclosure would include information
on how much the claimant would spend on
brokers’ commissions and all other costs
and fees.

A transaction could be done only if the
court determines it is necessary for the claim-
ant to avoid an “imminent financial hard-
ship” and that it would not cause undue
hardship in the future because of the lack of
payments. The bill also would require the
claimant to receive independent professional
advice on the transaction’s legal, tax, and fi-
nancial implications.

Opponents of the bill say they do not object
to regulations, but that some of the bill’s pro-
visions are contradictory.

Robin Shapiro, of the National Association of
Settlement Purchasers, questioned how a claim-
ant who has an “imminent financial hardship”
could afford to pay for professional advice.

Shapiro also said if disclosure is required by
the company offering the factoring transaction,
it should also be required of the insurance com-
pany that arranges the structured settlement.

The committee is expected to take action on
the bill Feb. 23.

578

LAW

Corporate court reporters

A practice whereby freelance court report-
ers sign exclusive contracts with companies to
providelegal depositions damages the appear-
ance of impartiality, according to supporters
of a bill that ban such arrangements.

The bill (HF346) was approved Feb. 17 by
the House Civil Law Committee.

The contracts are used by large companies,
such as insurance firms, that frequently need
the services of court reporters. Under such
deals, the company agrees to use the court
reporter exclusively and the court reporter
provides services at a reduced rate. The



practice is used as a way to reduce overall
litigation costs.

Thebill, sponsored by Rep. Steve Smith (R-
Mound), would make such contracts illegal
and would give judges the authority to invali-
date illegal depositions done under such con-
tracts. Under the bill, court reporters could
only be retained on a case-by-case basis.

Lori Sorenson, a court reporter who testi-
fied in support of the bill, said that a litigant
would not want his case tried by a judge who
is paid by the other litigant. Likewise, she said,
court reporters should not be under contract
with one of the litigants.

“It seems equally as ludicrous to put the
other neutral participant on the payroll,” she
said.

Mike Sieben, an attorney and former state
representative, also testified in support of the
bill. He said that the notion of court reporters
“cutting side deals” casts doubt on the impar-
tiality of the reporter.

“It’s so important in a deposition that we
have a court reporter that is completely neu-
tral and fair, and will take down testimony in
an impartial way,” he said.

But Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Rochester) said
he feels the bill is inappropriate. He said thata
state Supreme Court advisory committee is
currently looking at the court rule which gov-
erns court reporters, and that the issue should
be handled by the courts, not the Legislature.

“Ivigorously support the separation of pow-
ers,” he said.

The bill now goes to the House floor.

"

A bill that would legalize the sale and pos-
session of some fireworks fell one vote short of
approval by the House Commerce Commit-
tee on Feb. 16. However, some committee
members indicated they would support an
amended version of the bill (HF233).

Members on both sides of the issue argued
that they are after improved safety.

Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL-Virginia), spon-
sor of the proposal, said people already use
fireworks in Minnesota. They can be pur-
chased in Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota,
and Wisconsin.

Rukavina’s bill would allow people age 18
or older to purchase some fireworks in Min-
nesota during the week of the Fourth of July,
and they would receive written safety guide-
lines with their purchase.

Rukavina said that injuries occur at a higher
rate in states where fireworks are banned. More
than 40 percent of fireworks-related accidents

SAFETY

Fireworks bill stalls
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A bill that would make some f|reworks Iegal durmg the first week of July was rejected Feb. 16 by
members of the House Commerce Committee, but lawmakers said the proposal may resurface yet this

session.

take place in the 10 states that ban all fireworks,
but those 10 states account for only 21 percent of
the country’s population. And fireworksaccount
for only a small percentage of fires compared to
faulty electricity, arson, or playing with matches
or lighters, Rukavina said.

Opponents of the bill were not convinced.

Rep. Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount) said
he narrowly missed a serious injury from a
firecracker when he was a baby. Someone had
thrown the firecracker from a Ferris wheel,
anditlanded on the side of the carriage he was
in and bounced out. If it had bounced the
other way and exploded in his face, he would
most likely have been blinded, Ozment said.

“We’vehad limited injuries (from fireworks)
because it is illegal, and because most people
obey the law,” Ozment said.

Dr. Gary Schwartz testified against the bill
on behalf of the Minnesota Academy of Oph-
thalmology and the National Association of
State Fire Marshals. Those organizations en-
courage people to attend public fireworks dis-
plays instead of using personal fireworks, he
said.

Of the 7,000 injuries related to fireworks
that occur each year in the United States, 2,000
are eye injuries, he said. One third of those
injuries cause permanent eye damage, and
almost one in 20 injuries result in blindness or
require surgery to remove a person’s eye.

Schwartz said bottle rockets are the most
dangerous of the common fireworks, but even
sparklers, which burn at 1,800 degrees, have
caused serious accidents.

Under the bill, bottle rockets, sparklers, and
other novelty fireworks could be possessed
and used from July 1 to July 7 each year.

The bill would also change the penalties for

violating related laws. Under current state
law, the maximum penalty for possessing
35 pounds or more of fireworks is one year in
jail and a $3,000 fine. The maximum penalty
for possessing less than 35 pounds of fire-
works is 90 days in jail and a $700 fine.

The bill would not change the penalty for
possessing more than 35 pounds of fireworks,
but the penalty for possessing less than
35 pounds would be a petty misdemeanor
with a maximum fine of $200.

Rukavina said the ban on personal fire-
works also raises a question about personal
freedom.

“We celebrate the Fourth of July because we
got our freedom from England and from the
tyranny of the king of England’s heavy hand.
How free are we if we can’t celebrate our
independence like 40 other states?” Rukavina
asked.

Committee members voted 13-12 against
the measure. The committee then passed a
motion to allow it to be brought up again.

Training for firefighters

A bill that would establish statewide educa-
tionand training for firefighters was approved
Feb. 15 by the House Governmental Opera-
tions and Veterans Affairs Policy Committee.

Firefighters throughout the state are trained
within individual fire departments. Rep.
Dennis Ozment (R-Rosemount), sponsor of
the bill, said the different types of training can
lead to problems when more than one depart-
ment responds to a call.

HF465 would establish a 15-member board
to make recommendations on ways to
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improve education and training for
firefighters. The board would also establish
qualifications for fire service training instruc-
tors and would receive money from the state
to reimburse firefighters for the training.

Theboard’s membership would include the
state’s commissioner of public safety, five
members of the Minnesota Fire Department
Association (four of whom would be volun-
teer firefighters), two members of the Minne-
sota State Fire Chiefs Association, and two
members of Minnesota Professional Fire Fight-
ers, a labor union. The remaining members
would represent cities and townships.

Members of those and other groups testi-
fied in support of the bill. The makeup of the
proposed board has been debated over the
past three years, said Nyle Zikmund, fire chief
of the Spring Lake Park, Blaine, Mounds View
Fire Department. The main challenge hasbeen
to balance the interests of large and small fire
departments, along with those of other af-
fected groups such as the state fire marshal,
Zikmund said.

The bill now moves to the House State
Government Finance Committee.

o

No stickers on antique boats

SPORTS

The House passed a bill Feb. 15 that would
give owners of antique boats more leeway in
displaying their boat licenses. The vote was
125-0.

The bill (HF137) would affect boats that
were built before July 1, 1959, and are used
solely as collector’s items. It would allow own-
ers of restored historic boats to affix the li-
cense number and decals to a detachable device
on the boat instead of to the boat itself.

Rep. Jim Rostberg (R-Isanti), sponsor of
the bill, said it would allow owners of those
boats to participate in parades or events with-
out having to place stickers on the front of
their boats and defacing the valuable crafts.

The bill now moves to the Senate.

TAXES

Higher bar for tax hikes

Some lawmakers would like to make it more
difficult for the Legislature to raise taxes.

A bill (HF5) approved by the House Taxes
Committee Feb. 12 would give voters the
chance to decide if the state should require a
three-fifths vote, rather than a simple major-
ity, to pass a tax hike.

The proposal, sponsored by Rep. Tim Wilkin
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Final word

Ramsey County Attorney Susan Gaertner testifies in favor of a bill that would allow prosecutors
to have final rebuttal in criminal trials. The House Crime Prevention Committee discussed the
bill Feb. 16 and is slated to hear final arguments on the matter Feb. 19.

(R-Eagan), would place on a ballot a constitu-
tional amendment to require a super-
majority for the Legislature to increase state
sales or income tax, impose a new tax, or raise
any property tax levy set by state law.

Wilkin told his colleagues on the taxes panel
that the bill is needed for legislators to keep
faith with those who elected them. Citizens
clearly want less tax burden, he said.

Should the Legislature cut taxes this year, it
also should move to assure those rates are not
easily raised in the future, Wilkin said. And he
pointed out the constitutional amendment
would not prohibit enacting new taxes or rais-
ing existing taxes, but would only require a
greater consensus.

Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls) attempted
to alter the bill in hopes of avoiding what he
called “Californiafication” of Minnesota poli-
tics. After the passage of 1978’s Proposition 13
— a wide-reaching tax reform measure that
included a super-majority requirement—and
other subsequent reforms, California has seen
that giving power to “entrenched minorities”
is not conducive to good government, Orfield
argued.

Orfield’samendments would have protected
revenues for schools, the elderly, and the
environment.

“To give small groups the power to thwart
basicinstitutions of public policy, I don’t think
that’s a good system,” he said. “Let the voters
toss us out if they don’tlike what we’re doing.”

The bill moves to the House Rules and
Legislative Administration Committee. Ifit is
eventually approved by the Legislature, the

proposed amendment would be on the ballot
in 2000.

Cutting cabin taxes

Owners of cabins valued at more than
$75,000 may be in line for a property tax
break.

The Property Tax Division of the House
Taxes Committee on Feb. 15 looked at two
proposals to provide such a tax cut.

Under the bills — HF211, sponsored by
Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), and
HF125, sponsored by Rep. Ron Erhardt (R-
Edina) — seasonal residential recreational
property not used for commercial purposes
would fall one property tax class.

The lower class has a rate of 1.25 percent on
the first $75,000 of market value and 1.7 per-
cent on the market value over $75,000. That’s
down from 2.2 percent on excess market value
in the higher class.

Abrams said the concept of ending special
higher tax treatment for such property isn’t new,
but is part of an ongoing “a house is a house is a
house” discussion in the Legislature.

Dick Wray, head of the Minnesota Seasonal
Property Owners Coalition, said thatalthough
there have been class rate decreases over the
years, the tax capacity for seasonal property
has grown from $84 million to $110 million
since 1994.

“Valuation is going into orbit,” he said.

Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby), who
represents a district with a large number of
cabins, was concerned that the proposal may
have a negative impact in her district.



Under either bill, $3.4 million would be
added to the state’s Homestead and Agricul-
tural Credit Aid program to fill the gaps left by
the changes.

The bills could be considered later for in-
clusion in the omnibus tax bill.

Limiting local levies

Minnesota’s cities and counties are loudly
protesting a plan to extend general levy limits
for two more years.

The limits, which are calculated through a
three-part formula, are a ceiling above which
local governments cannot levy without ap-
proval of voters. They were most recently
enacted by the 1997 Legislature to protect
voters as the state began considering compre-
hensive property tax reform.

Thosereformshave notbeenaccomplished,
according to Rep. Ron Erhardt (R-Edina),
who’s sponsoring a bill that would renew the
caps, intended originally to end next year.

Thebill (HF303) was debated Feb. 15 by the
Property Tax Division of the House Taxes
Committee.

The levy limits affect all counties and cities
with a population greater than 2,500.

Proponents say the bill is necessary to allow
the Legislature time to consider all aspects of
reform. Opponents say it’s a punitive action
designed to restrict local government.

Roseville Mayor Dan Wall said the limits
were alegislative attempt to “defend taxpayers
from city officials” and he called them bad
public policy.

Del Haag, mayor of Buffalo and president
of the League of Minnesota Cities, said the
limits interfere with local accountability and
are redundant. He noted that the Legislature
had already enacted a “truthin taxation” policy
— mandating public hearings on proposed
levies — as a method of fostering taxpayer
vigilance, and then added levy limits on top.

Others who testified expressed concern that
the levy limits too often are being interpreted
as a floor rather than a ceiling, although no
one had figures showing how many govern-
ments had levied their maximum amount.

Erhardt said cities and counties also play a
game of semantics at their annual truth in
taxation hearings.

“If the levy goes up, it’s the fault of the
Legislature,” he noted. “If the levy goes down,
it’s because they did an incredible job of hold-
ing down spending.”

Penny Steele, a Hennepin County commis-
sioner, was the only elected official to testify in
favor of the bill.

While admitting the levy limits are not well
understood and are an “imperfect tool,” she

Northwest j
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Ben Hirst, senior vice president of corporate
affairs for Northwest Airlines, updates
members of the House Transportation Policy
Committee Feb. 18 on the effects of the
airline’s 1994 financing agreement with the
state. Hirst said the airline has exceeded the
job creation goalsincluded inits deal with the
state.

said that not having them would be tanta-
mount to “adding yeast to bread dough.”

The bill could be considered later for inclu-
sion in the omnibus tax bill.

Tax headache for retailers

A large number of Minnesota’s retailers
have grown to hate June.

They’ve done so since1981, when the Legis-
lature passed something called “accelerated
payments,” requiring certain businesses to
submit at least 75 percent of their estimated
June sales tax payments two business days
before June 30. The balance of the June liabil-
ity is due by Aug. 14. And if businesses don’t
estimate correctly, they can be penalized.

The practice was adopted in response to a
state fiscal crisis. It was designed to allow the
state to shift revenues forward from one fiscal
year to another. The state fiscal year ends
June 30.

But a bill sponsored by Rep. George Cassell
(R-Alexandria) would end the accelerated
payments. The bill (HF355) was discussed
Feb. 16 by the House Taxes Committee.

Supporters said that now that the state is
running a large budget surplus, it’s time to
halt the 18-year-old practice.

Passing the bill would simply be “a settling-
up,” said Rep. Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope).

Cassell said he understands the concept well
because he was on the receivingend of another

attempt by the state to shift revenues. He
served as a school superintendent when the
Legislature enacted its property tax recogni-
tion shift, causing some schools cash flow
problems and other headaches.

He noted that the Legislature has provided
a remedy for schools, and he now hopes the
same could be done for retailers.

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), chair
of the taxes panel, said he is in favor of ending
the accelerated payments, but that it may be
too expensive to slide to a full stop all in one
year.

The bulk of the cost to the state would be a
one-time hit of $146 million in the 2000-01
biennium. Although no fewer dollars would
be collected, the money would accrue to a
different biennium.

Officials from Minnesota Merchants Asso-
ciation and Minnesota Grocers Association
also spoke in favor of the repeal.

About 3,400 businesses that collect sales tax
would be affected.

Rest noted that a plan to undo the acceler-
ated payments is part of Gov. Jesse Ventura’s
proposed budget.

The bill could be considered later for inclu-
sion in this year’s omnibus tax bill.

Survivor seeks refund

Eden Prairie resident Murray Johnson is
fighting to change a provision in tax law that
he considers a “death penalty.”

Johnson’s saga began when his mother died
in December 1997 and he was named personal
representative for her estate. He filed her tax
documents, including the form for a property
tax refund due his mother.

But the refund was eventually denied be-
cause state law mandates that such payouts
can only go to a surviving spouse or
dependent.

Johnson said that amounted to a “death
penalty, stealing from the dead.”

“She was alive 363 days of 1997, and she
paid property taxes,” Johnson said. “She de-
served that refund.”

Miffed, Johnson wrote a letter decrying the
revenue department’s ruling and sent it to
several newspapers. His plight drew notice
from Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),
who asked Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake City)
to offer a companion bill in the House aimed
at changing the law regarding refunds.

Osskopp told the House Taxes Committee
Feb. 16 that the law is unfair and should be
changed to allow personal representatives to
receive a deceased person’s property tax re-
fund. He is sponsoring the bill (HF98) that
would do so.
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The Minnesota Department of Revenue es-
timates that changing the law could cost the
state about $700,000 annually, the result of an
estimated 2,000 additional claims — averag-
ing $350 each — by personal representatives
of deceased persons.

But Osskopp said he finds it humorous
when state departments use figures in such a
manner.

“Is not the state’s money in the first place,”
Osskopp said. “Itbelongs to the people, yet we
treat it as a loss of revenue to the state.”

As drafted, Osskopp’s bill does not provide
for retroactive refunds, so Johnson would not
stand to recover any money unless the pro-
posal were amended.

The bill was laid over for possible inclusion
in the omnibus tax bill.

L1 TRANSPORTATION

Mondale talks transit

Among his priorities as chair of the Metro-
politan Council, Ted Mondale said transpor-
tation is high on his list.

Mondale, who was appointed to his new job
by fellow 1998 gubernatorial candidate Gov.
Jesse Ventura, visited the House Transporta-
tion Policy Committee Feb. 16.

“Now is the time that we should start mak-
ing some decisions and implementation,”
Mondale said. “Transit has to be a larger part
of our infrastructure.”

His organization oversees planning for land
use, water, waste, and transit in the seven-
county metropolitan area. The council is in
charge of the planning and development of
light rail transit, a project that could become
reality in 2003 if complete funding is raised.

Although he did not present a specific legis-
lative agenda, Mondale said he is prepared to
work with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation to begin enhancing transpor-
tation options in the Twin Cities.

To lawmakers, he stressed taking action on
transit plans. He said there has been hardly
any implementation compared to the plan-
ning and discussion of light rail transit and
other options.

To illustrate his point, he told a story about
driving his father, former Vice President
Walter Mondale, to the airport and watching
him shrink down in his seat as they passed
through the Hiawatha corridor in Minneapo-
lis.

When Mondale asked what he was doing,
his father said he could remember telling area
residents in the 1960s that their homes were
being condemned to make way for the expan-
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sion of the Hiawatha corridor, a project that
didn’t actually get underway for 30 years.

“The biggest mistake would be to debate
this thing another 10 years,” Mondale told
committee members.

Lawmakers also drilled him about his posi-
tions on urban sprawl issues and his attitude
toward rural Minnesota.

Rep. Barb Haake (R-Mounds View) asked
Mondale about the council’s position regard-
ing urban sprawl and expansion of transit, two
issues that she said were in conflict with each
other.

“People are going to live where they’re go-
ing tolive and we shouldn’t make judgments,”
Mondale said, adding that his concern with
urban sprawl is one of making sure the plan-
ning is done well.

Others hinted at a possible geographical
expansion of the council’s domain.

Mondale said he does not have any plans to
add counties to the domain, but he said ten-
sions between the council and outer counties
would always be there and can be worked out
reasonably.

Emissions bill advances

If the Twin Cities metro area keeps meeting
federal air quality standards, the motor ve-
hicle emissions inspection program would be
repealed, under a bill approved Feb. 18 by the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Policy Committee.

Capitol celebration

Five-year-old Nancy Hoang of Brooklyn Park
celebrates Tet, the Vietnamese new year, with
her family during a cultural presentation in
the Capitol rotunda Feb 16. The event,
sponsored by the Vietnamese Minnesotans
Association, kicked off the Viethamese Year
of the Cat.

The bill (HF7) is sponsored by Rep. Barb
Haake (R-Mounds View) and has also been
approved by the House Transportation Policy
Committee.

The proposal originally called for the pro-
gram to end July 1, 2000, but it was amended
to accommodate some lawmakers’ concerns
about complying with federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) air standards. The
EPA has the authority to take away federal
highway funding if the emissions program is
repealed while carbon monoxidelevelsare too
high.

Under the new provisions of the bill, emis-
sions tests will cease being mandatory on or
after July 1, 2000, or when the EPA deems the
metro area within its attainment levels.

Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R-Cedar) supported
the bill from the beginning and said he was
glad to see it win approval. He was part of a
similar effort several years ago.

“We heard very similar arguments that we
heard in’95,” he said. “Wejust didn’t have the
votes.”

Hackbarth said he is optimistic that the
plan would pass on the House floor this year.

The bill now moves to the House Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Finance
Committee.
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Ontheroad . ..

Outstate legislators hustle to keep up at home and away

By Paul Wahl
awmakers who live in metro districts can
I- hop in their cars and drive home when
the gavel falls, but it’s a different story for
legislators who come from Minnesota’s more
far-flung districts.

For them, day’s end often means returning
toan apartment or motel room, extended calls
home, and, sometimes, alittle loneliness. Fam-
ily, businesses, and friends are hours away.
Visits are confined to whirlwind weekends,
split between political obligations and family
responsibilities.

Long-time and first-term representatives
have found a variety of ways to deal with
separation issues.

Rep. Henry Kalis (DFL-Walters) remem-
bers well his first trip to the Legislature 25
years ago.

“I brought my wife and three children to
St. Paul,” he said.

He thought that would be a great way to
preserve togetherness. But when he ran for
reelection two years later, his family agreed to
back his candidacy only if they wouldn’t have
to move to St. Paul for the session.

Echoing a common theme of male lawmak-
ers, Kalis said his wife took on the bulk of the
duties on their farm and raising their children
while he was gone. For the first time in 24 years,
his wife is living with him near the Capitol.

Sounding another common theme from
rural legislators, Kalis’ neighbors are helping
tend the farm.

First-termer Rep. Rod Skoe (DFL-
Clearbrook) also gives a lot of credit to his
neighbors for helping out on his wild rice and
potato farm while he’s in St. Paul.

For Skoe, family time means phone calls
each evening to his wife, daughter, and son.
He also tries to e-mail them regularly.

His weekends at home are often filled with
farm duties on Saturday, church on Sunday,
and then hitting the road for the trip back to
St. Paul.

After one such hectic weekend, Skoe said
that his wife said, “Next time, I think I'll come
visit you.”

Another first-year member, Rep. Dan Dorman
(R-AlbertLea) has comeup withaplanto ensure
quality time with his family. Each Tuesday, his
wife and two children pile into the car and come
to St. Paul for family day.

Dorman is renting in a building with an
indoor swimming pool that the family enjoys
throughout the day. Dorman doesn’t accept
invitations to any receptions or functions on
Tuesday evenings.

Rep.Dan Dorman gets ready to toss his 9-year-old
son, Christopher, while 7-year-old Matthew waits
his turn. Dorman’s wife, Mary Jo, and his two sons
make the drive from Albert Lea each Tuesday to
spend a family day together while Dormanis in St.
Paul for the session.

“Actually, we’re spending more time together
as a family than we did when we were all at
home,” said Dorman, who operatesasmall busi-
ness in Albert Lea. He’s hired a full-time man-
ager to take care of the business while he’s away.

Rep. Richard Mulder (R-Ivanhoe) also has
to hire extra help to cover his medical practice
while he’s at the Capitol. He and his wife are
living in an apartment in St. Paul.

Their journey to their southwestern Min-
nesota home is a four-hour drive. It’s only an
hour by air for Mulder, who is a pilot, but the
state doesn’t reimburse him if he flies his own
plane. However, he can fly to Marshall and
take a charter flight from there.

Distance issues are equally tough on the
female House members, who have one major
disadvantage.

“Women legislators don’t have wives,” said
Rep. Elaine Harder (R-Jackson).

And she said that most rural female legisla-
tors are at the point in life when children are
grown and family responsibilities are fewer.

“Thatappears to be the stage in which being
alegislator fits for them, atleast most of them,”
she said.

She said one of her unique challenges is
keeping two sets of everything, including
makeup, wardrobe, and even food. On week-
ends, she drives threehourshomeandlaunches
into laundry, watering plants, buying grocer-
ies, and going to church, in addition to mak-
ing political appearances.

Harder and her husband of 28 years keep in
touch by phone. Sometimes, his work brings
him to the Twin Cities, but between their busy
schedules, they often only have time to talk on
the phone.

“The only difference is it’s not long-dis-
tance when he’s here,” Harder said.

For Rep. Mary Murphy (DFL-
Hermantown) and Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL-
Crosby), bothssingle, the challenges are similar.

Hasskamp said her mother, who’sin her 70s
and still lives in her own home, depends on
her for help in many ways.

“For instance, when I’'m not there to shovel
snow, she has to hire it done,” Hasskamp said.
“It’s tough to be away because my mother is
precious to me.”

Hasskamp said she doesn’thave to return to
a sterile motel room in the evening because
she’s renting a bedroom from a friend in a
home near the Capitol. She also has two sisters
living in the area.

Trips home don’t automatically mean op-
portunities to rest, so she schedules time for
her favorite recreation, snowmobiling, and
another preference, “sitting and looking out
at the lake.”

Murphy, who’s serving her 23rd year in the
House, said her annual excursions to St. Paul
are enjoyable, but they don’t get any easier.

She said that in her early days in the House,
nothing was scheduled on Fridays or before
10 a.m. on Mondays, in order to allow rural
legislators time to make the trip home and
back comfortably. Once the balance in the
House shifted to primarily city and suburban
representatives, Murphy said that schedule
changed.

Shesaid weekends athome begin with shov-
eling her sidewalk and are often filled with
mundane chores, such as washing clothes, and
the obligatory public appearances.

Keeping up with friends is also difficult
because “most of them don’t care what hap-
pened in committee that day.”

Murphy said the experience hasn’t soured
her zest for public service but she said, “It’s a
challenge. It’shard and sometimeslonely, too.”

¥ .
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New Members . . .

Holberg seizes opportunity to be part of the solution

By Grant Martin

Rep.Mary LizHolberg, who operates a tree-
trimming business with her husband, knew
she was in for a tough summer when the
second major thunder-
storm hitin late May 1998
— three daysafter she was
endorsed by Republicans
for the House race.

“Wereceived about 500
calls the first two days af-
ter that storm, and, of
course, wehad morewind
and hail storms in June,”
said Holberg (R-Lakeville). “It was just wick-
edly wild trying to keep the business up and
running, get a campaign going, and attend to
the needs of my family.”

Holberg said the breaking point came in
June when she got some bad news.

“I'got a message on our machine saying that
my husband was in the emergency room and
that he had sliced the top of his arm with a
chain saw,” she said. “An hour and a halflater,
he was back on the job. And this is after a
couple of weeks of 14- and 16-hour days.”

Holberg said that they couldn’t keep push-
ing themselves at that rate.

“It was at that point that I said, ‘T'm out. No
more of this. We have to go back to a more
normal schedule. Everybody’s tired. It’s not
worth it,”” she said.

From then on, Holberg made sure that her
business only took jobs that could be reason-
ably handled.

Likewise, with her run for the House seat,
Holberg said that she wanted to make sure
that the campaign and the job of state repre-
sentative wouldn’t interfere with her family.

Rep.
Mary Liz Holberg

“Certainly, for me, my family always comes
first,” she said.

Holberg lives in Lakeville with her husband
and two children. Shealso hasalarge extended
family that lives in the district.

“We love to have family dinners at
Grandma’s on Sunday,” she said.

Holberg’s first experience in local govern-
ment came when she challenged a develop-
ment project near her home. She later served
seven years on the Lakeville Planning Com-
mission, and in 1995 she was elected to the
Lakeville City Council.

Holberg said that her parents, who served as
foster parents for 175 children over the years,
taught her the importance of being active in
the community.

“My parents always told us if you weren’t a
part of the solution, you were a part of the
problem,” she said. “You can’t complain un-
less you’re willing to do something about it. I
have always been willing to complain, but I
have, in turn, been willing to work to make
things better.”

In the 1998 campaign, Holberg ran against
fellow Lakeville City Councilor Betty Sindt, an
18-year veteran of the council.

Holberg said that she and Sindt had worked
closely together while serving on the council
and on other local issues.

“She and I had what we called a ladies’
agreement that we would stick to the issues in
the campaign and not make it personal,” she
said. “We did that. Both of us received numer-
ous positive comments from people in the
community really respecting the fact that we
did that.”

Holberg said that she will focus on the issues
that are important to her district.

“We have an area that is exploding in
growth,” she said. “And that affects every ele-
ment of a person’s life, from the constant road
construction every summer to the overcrowd-
ing in the schools to bond referendums. It just
goes on and on.”

Particularly, she said that transportation
fundingis veryimportant. It’sanissue that she
will watch closely, she said, even though she
didn’t get assigned to the Transportation Fi-
nance Committee.

“That’s OK,” she said. “You know how it is
when you’re the low person on the totem pole
up here.”

Holbergsaid that while she hasbeen amazed
at the variety of issues she’s already encoun-
tered at the Legislature, she finds it somewhat
frustratingbecauseit’simpossible to “diginto”
every topic.

Holberg also said that she is excited about
being a part of the new tripartisan govern-
ment. She said that being a new member has
been an advantage as far as that goes.

“I'm coming in with a chance to do things a
little differently,” she said. “I'm watching some
of the more senior members struggle with
that. 'm not saying that as a criticism, but
there has to be a new way of doing business up
here.”

District 37B
1995 population: 43,097
Largest city: Lakeville
Counties: Dakota, Scott
Location: south metro
Top concern: “The major concern of my districtis
ensuring well-managed growth so that its effect
on the community’s quality of life is not detri-
mental. That encompasses transportation, build-
ing schools, and land-use issues.”

— Rep. Mary Liz Holberg

The House passed aresolution Feb. 15 to
formally adopt committee deadlines for
the 1999 Legislative Session.

Eachyear the Houseand Senate set dead-
lines by which most bills must be heard in
a committee and forwarded through the
process. The deadlines weed out some of
thethousandsofbillsintroduced each year.

The first 1999 committee deadline will
be Friday, March 19. That means to be
considered further, a bill must pass out of

House sets deadlines

all necessary policy committees in its
house of origin.

The second committee deadline will be
Wednesday, March 31. By that date, all
bills other than those containing appro-
priations will have to be passed out of all
policy committees in the both the House
and Senate. To meet the second deadline,
bills will have to be acted upon before
4 p.m. March 31.

The third deadline will be Friday,

April16. Allomnibus appropriations bills
will have to pass out of a finance commit-
tee by that date.

Of course, there are exceptions to the
deadlines. The House Ways and Means,
Taxes, and Rules and Legislative Admin-
istration committees are exempt, as are
the Senate Finance, Taxes, and Rules and
Administration committees. Also, a bill
can be heard after the deadlines if the
rules committee in either body allows it.
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New Members . ..

Lawmaker begins career with popular auto emissions bill

By Paul Wahl

First-term Rep. Barbara Haake (R-Mounds
View) ran for a seat in the House for the first
time in 1976, shortly after the Watergate scan-
dal and the resignation of
Richard Nixon.

Thenexttimesheran, it
was Bill Clinton who was
under scrutiny for his
actions as president.

“I only run in years
when presidents are ex-
periencing catastrophic
difficulties,” Haake joked.

The 58-year-old mother of three entered
the race in District 52B after fellow Republi-
can Richard Pellow retired from politics.
Pellowand DFLer Geri Evans had traded places
in the House seat several times. Pellow won
the seat in 1988, 1990, and 1994, but Evans
took it away from him in 1992 and 1996.

In 1998, Haake took on the incumbent,
Evans, and a Reform Party candidate. Haake
won by 800 votes over her nearest competitor.

For her, running for office was a natural
progression from a long period of political
involvement. Haake’s interest in politics can
be traced back to her childhood, when she
learned on the knee of her grandmother, a
devoted Republican Party activist whose po-
liticalinvolvementbegan long before women’s
suffrage.

In 1970, a chapter of the League of Women
Voters was started in Haake’s community.
Then a stay-at-home mother, Haake jumped
at the chance to join. The group offered an
opportunity to talk about something other
than “baby bottles and diapers,” she said.

Later, she joined the park and recreation
commission in Mounds View and was then
appointed to the city’s planning commission.
She spent nearly a decade on those two bodies
and later served one-half term on the Mounds
View City Council.

Rep. Barbara Haake

In 1994, she joined the Rice Creek Water-
shed District Board of Managers.

Her involvement with her local cable televi-
sion committee in 1990 led to her debut as a
television show host. She began as the host of
a monthly production about activities and
personalities in Mounds View, “A View from
the Mound” and “A Conversation with the
Mayor.” She also has co-anchored the yearly
election night coverage for CTV’sentire north-
ern Ramsey County suburban area. In the past
two years, she has been co-host of another
CTV show, “Car Stuff.”

She continues her role in television today,
hosting “Barb’s Report from the Hill,” which
is videotaped in the Capitol or State Office
Building each week and features a variety of
legislative colleagues as guests.

It wasn’t her work on “Car Stuft” that led to
her first major piece of legislation, but the
auto experience probably came in handy.
Haake is sponsoring a well-publicized bill that
would end the motor vehicle emissions in-
spection program in the metropolitan area.

“It is fun because it’s a popular cause,”
Haake said.

She believes the House and Senate will pass
the bill and Gov. Jesse Ventura will sign it.

Haake is working on several other pieces of
legislation as a member of the House Trans-
portation Policy Committee. She also serves
on the House Local Government and Metro-
politan Affairs, House Crime Prevention, and
House Transportation Finance committees.

She will also chair a subcommittee that will
examine issues relating to the Metropolitan
Council.

For the past 11 years, Haake has owned her
own insurance agency, helping employers pro-
vide employee benefits to their workers.

She finds the life of a legislator exciting, but
occasionally frustrating. She said that because
she’s been self-employed or employed in self-
directed positions for most of her life, the loss

of autonomy has been the most difficult of the
adjustments she’s had to make.

“You have no more control of yourlife,” she
said. “It’s nice to paint a room because you
startat one corner and end at another and say,
‘Tveaccomplished something.” I can’t get that
feeling yet. Maybe it will come later on.”

Weeks during thelegislative session seem to
pass as quickly as days do away from the
Capitol, Haake said. She gets home around
10:30 p.m. most weekday evenings and often
spends time on weekends catching up. She’s
often up by 4 a.m. to prepare for the day and
usually arrives at her office early.

Although she’s finding that keeping in com-
munication with her constituents can be chal-
lenging, one of her main goals is to bring
people into the equation in state government.

“I get back to my community and that’s
wherethe peopleare,” Haake said. “Hereyou’re
insulated.

“Agenciesand lobbyists havealot of control
over what happens here. It seems almost as if
the citizens — my people — are a voice in the
wilderness. Sometimes it’s tough for them to
be heard.”

Although she doesn’t plan to retire shortly,
Haake has a major leisure adventure waiting.
She owns a 65-foot boat with 1,800 square-
feet of living space. Eventually, she wants to
sail down the Mississippi River and travel to
Florida each October and return in April.

“That’s if I ever retire, which I don’t see
myself doing,” she said.

District 52B
1995 population: 33,290
Largest city: New Brighton
County: Ramsey
Location: northwestern metro
Top concern: “| want to give the people a voice. If
| can be a facilitator for my community and my
people, thenlwillhaveaccomplished something.”
— Rep. Barb Haake
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In the Hopper . . . Feb. 12 18,1999

Bill Introductions

HF710-HF875

Tuesday, Feb. 16

HF710—Holsten (R)

Agriculture Policy

Farmed cervidae hunting on licensed
shooting preserves authorized.

HF711—Clark, K. (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Coldwater Springs traditional cultural
property preservation established in
Hennepin County.

HF712—Clark, K. (DFL)
Governmental Operations &
Veterans Affairs Policy

Native Americans; State Historical
Society, State Archaeologists, Coun-
cil of Indian Affairs, and State
Historical Preservation Office memo-
rialized to protect and preserve
Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota tra-
ditional cultural property.

HF713—Clark, K. (DFL)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Businesses receiving public assistance
requirement provisions expanded to
include assistance to businesses for
community development.

HF714—Larsen, P. (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Adolescent HIV and sexually trans-
mitted disease infection prevention
services grant program established,
and money appropriated.

HF715—Peterson (DFL)
Agriculture Policy

Farmed cervidae hunting on licensed
shooting preserves authorized.

HF716—Seifert, J. (R)

Commerce
Service and membership contract
automatic renewal provisions
restricted.

HF717—Seifert, J. (R)

Civil Law

Housing calendar consolidation pro-
gram extended outside the second and
fourth judicial districts.

HF718—O0zment (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Advanced practice registered nursing
regulated.

HF719—Seifert, J. (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Tobacco; Congress memorialized to
enact legislation prohibiting federal
recoupment of state tobacco settle-
ment funds.

HF720—Kielkucki (R)

K-12 Education Finance

School lunch aid and targeted break-
fast grants modified; school lunch and
food storage aid, school breakfast,and
targeted breakfast grants provided;
and money appropriated.

HF721—Tomassoni (DFL)
Commerce

Credit scoring; use of credit informa-
tion for homeowners and auto insur-
ance underwriting purposes
prohibited.

HF722—Mares (R)

Education Policy

Employment and reemployment of
school board personnel procedures
modified to require majority ap-
proval.

HF723—McElroy (R)

Taxes

Employer provided transit benefits
income tax credit created.

HF724—Gunther (R)

Jobs & Economic

Development Policy

Extended employment program state-
wide, hourly reimbursement rates
increased, welfare-to-work extended
employment partnership program
continued, and money appropriated.

HF725—Westerberg (R)

K-12 Education Finance
Independent School District No. 12,
Centennial, class size project estab-
lished, and money appropriated.

HF726—Knoblach (R)

Capital Investment

Political subdivision capital project
grant standards provided.

HF727—Davids (R)

Commerce

Real property loans, private mort-
gage insurance (PMI), and lending
practicesregulated; prepayment pen-
alties prohibited; escrow account in-
terest required; and mortgage
originators and servicers net worth
requirements repealed.
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HF728—Haas (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Brooklyn Park economic develop-
ment authority urban shopping dis-
trict established and conditions
provided.

HF729—Haas (R)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

Brooklyn Park economic develop-
ment authority authorized to estab-
lish, maintain, and operate a
redevelopment account.

HF730—Rukavina (DFL)

Local Government &

Metropolitan Affairs

County acreage no net loss of private
land policy provided.

HF731—Wolf (R)

Education Policy

Three additional days of student in-
struction mandate repealed.

HF732—O0sskopp (R)

Crime Prevention

Offenders convicted of failure to ap-
pear after release required to pay in-
curred costs.

HF733—O0sskopp (R)

Crime Prevention

Defendant restitution request chal-
lenge time period limited.

HF734—O0sskopp (R)

Crime Prevention

Wrongfully obtaining public assis-
tance crime clarified.

HF735—O0sskopp (R)

Crime Prevention

Crime of adulteration expanded to
includeadulterations capable of caus-
ing death or bodily harm, and penal-
ties increased.

HF736—Bakk (DFL)

Environment &

Natural Resources Policy
Statelifetime park pass study required.

HF737—Munger (DFL)
Environment &

Natural Resources Policy

Northern leopard frog designated as
the state amphibian and the
Blanding’s turtle designated as the
state reptile.

HF738—Larsen, P. (R)

Health & Human Services Policy
Medical education and research trust
fund provisions modified to include
psychologists and advisory commit-
tee expiration date extended.

HF739—Howes (R)

Transportation Finance

Truck safety public information pilot
program grants provided, and money
appropriated.

HF740—Gray (DFL)

Education Policy

Full-day kindergarten phase-in pro-
vided, first-grade preparedness pro-
gram expanded, and money
appropriated.

HF741—Knoblach (R)

Crime Prevention

Inmate bloodborne pathogen testing
procedures created, safeguards pro-
vided, and penalties imposed.
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