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Week in Review . . . Feb. 23 - Mar. 2, 1995

Gov. Arne Carlson presented his Supplemental Budget Address at the World Trade Center Feb. 28. Behind him, left to right, are: Morrie Anderson, Carlson’s
chief of staff; Laura King, commissioner of finance; and Lt. Gov. Joanne Benson.

Revised budget forecast. . .

Revenues bright, but Carlson braces for federal cuts

Cuts to more state programs and a revenue
forecast $129 million brighter than previ-
ously thought would help give Minnesota
schools an extra $100 million over the next
two years and create a $220 million rainy day
account to brace for federal cuts.

“This is a true rainy day fund, because
believe me it is going to rain,” said Gov. Armne
Carlson Feb. 28 during his supplemental
budget address.

He also told the audience gathered at the
World Trade Center that he plans to call
lawmakers back for a special session in Octo-
ber of this year. At that time, the state should
have a better idea how much in federal cuts
the state will face in order to help fix the
federal deficit.

Current estimates indicate that Minnesota
could lose about $1.8billion in federal money
over the next six years. Combine that with a
Minnesota economy that is expected to slow
down, and the governor says the state’sheaded
for a big problem.

“Prudent people spend wisely,” Carlson
said, explaining the need for a $220 million
rainy day account.

An October special session also will fit with
the completion of a four-year strategic state
finance plan that Carlson has proposed. The
governor has asked Vin Weber, a former IR

congressman, and John Brandl, a former DFL
legislator, to come up with some budget
cutting recommendations and to find ways to
hold the line on education, health care, prop-
erty tax relief, and other spending programs
without increasing taxes.

DFL legislators met Carlson’s budget pro-
posals with little enthusiasm.

“We might be willing to go along with
creating a special reserve fund dedicated to
K-12 and higher education funding for 1998-
99 that could only be used with legislative
approval,” said House Speaker Irv Anderson
in a prepared statement. “But we are not
bailing out the federal government.”

Anderson also expressed doubt about the
proposed finance plan from Weber and
Brandl. “Will this end up like the CORE
Commission — spending $3 million to pro-
duce a report [on creating government effi-
ciency that] the governor will ignore?”

Specifically, Carlson’s state budget pro-
posal amounts to about $18 billion for the
1996-1997 budget period, or $1.2 hillion
more in spending than the 1994-1995 bud-
get cycle. ;

His proposal has winners and losers. Edu-
cation is thought to be a winner with an
additional $100 million, about $58.5 million
of which would go toward reducing class

sizes in grades K-6. Schools also are slated to
receive other extra money including $10
million to improve school technology and
$14 million for school transportation.

The losers with the budget proposal are
those people who are poor or disabled and
use the state’s medical assistance programs.
Carlson proposes to cut more than $39 mil-
lion from those programs. Specifically, a pro-
gram that provides personal care attendants
for the disabled would be cut by $11.5 mil-
lion, dental coverage for the poor would be
cut by $11 million, and chemical depen-
dency treatment by about $4.6 million.

Another popular program slated for cuts
allows families with disabled children the
option to pay into the state’s Medical Assis-
tance (MA) plan, also known as Medicaid, for
their long-term health coverage while still
keeping their jobs and homes.

Under current MA guidelines, most people
have to impoverish themselves — quit their
jobs to meet low-income requirements and
sell their homes— before they can qualify for
help. .

The state bureaucracy and the Legislature
also would be cut, under the governor’s pro-
posal. The Legislature would lose $665,000
and state agencies $10.2 million during the
current fiscal year. Agencies would see an-
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other $14.5 million cut during the 1996-
1997 budget period.

In his supplemental budget, the governor
also changed how the state would pay a $320
million court settlement levied against it. The
Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that the
state had illegally taxed the interest that banks
and other corporations paid on federal bonds
over a four-year period in the late 1970s and
early 1980s.

Originally, the governor had proposed to
pay $160 million in 1996-1997 and another
$160millionin 1998-1999. The dollars would
have come from the state’s general fund.

Instead, under Carlson’s revised budget,
the state would make a $75 million cash
payment in fiscal year 1996 and sell state
bonds totaling $275 million to pay off the
rest.

A horse is a horse, of course

— K. Darcy Hanzlik

AGRICULTURE

We all may have thought ahorse is a horse,
of course, of course. But nothing is ever that
simple.

The House Agriculture Committee ap-
proved ameasure Feb. 27 that would exempt
from the state’s sales tax most types of feed
and bedding for horses that are a little like
Mr. Ed of TV fame.

The bill, if approved, would essentially
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nullify a Department of Revenue ruling that
makes a distinction over how a horse is used
when determining whether a sales tax is due.

Under current Minnesota law and rules,
farmers don’t have to pay the sales tax for
such feed and bedding when it is clear that
the horse is raised for sale, kept for agricul-
tural production, or used for farm work.

“In order to qualify for this exemption, the
person must sell horses in the normal course
of their business and must hold themselves
out to the public as being engaged in [the]
business of selling horses,” according to a
Sept. 14, 1994, department memo.

But bill sponsor Rep. Ted Winter (DFL-
Fulda) and others said it doesn’t make sense
to determine a horse’s purpose in life in order
to assess a tax. In other words, a horse is a
horse.

“They {the Department of Revenue] clas-
sify a horse as a pet . . . but you can’t keep it
in the house,” testified Dan Ramberg, who
operates Woodloch Stables in Hugo, Minn.
“It’s just mind-boggling.”

Winter’s bill would clear up the issue by
adding a specific exemption from the sales
tax for non-processed horse feed and bed-
ding such as hay, oats, corn, and grass. The
exemption doesn't apply to commercially
processed horse feed and makes no distinc-
tion over how the horse is used.

The current law specifies that such exemp-
tions apply only if the material is used in
“agricultural or industrial production of per-
sonal property intended to be sold ultimately
at retail.”

The laws and rules in question are Minne-
sota Statutes 297A.25, subd. 9, and Minnesota
Rules 8130.5500, subpart 11.

HF440 now moves to the Taxes Commit-
tee for further consideration.

State crop insurance

The state of Minnesota would create a new
insurance program to entice more farmers to
buy crop insurance, under a measure that
was narrowly approved by the House Agri-
culture Committee Feb. 27,

The proposal (HF410)would appropriate
$250,000 in the current fiscal year to the
Department of Agriculture to set up a broad
outline of how the program should operate.

But the measure would leave it up to
private insurance companies — under the
state’s “captive” non-profit insurance um-
brella — to sell the policies to farmers and to
administer much of the program on a day-to-
day basis.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Ted Winter
(DFL-Fulda), grew out of three major con-

cerns: the reticence of farmers to buy crop
insurance in the first place, inconsistencies in
which insurance payments were made when
there was a crop disaster and insurance was
purchased, and expected cutbacks in the
federal crop insurance program.

Under the proposal, private insurance com-
panies would assume at least 80 percent of
the total insurance risk, but the state would
be liable for the balance. That is designed to
make premiums more attractive to farmers.

The state program is designed to supple-
ment — not replace — federal crop insur-
ance. But it would also be set up to cover
losses not covered by federal insurance pro-
grams, such as when a farmer is unable to
plant. ;

Any profits the state realizes would be
plowed back into the program to further
subsidize insurance premiums.

The proposal, however, proved controver-
sial with House members.

“Sanity and a state-run insurance company
don’t go together at all,” said Rep. Greg
Davids (IR-Preston), who owns an insurance
agency. “I'm concerned about the 20 percent
[state liability] . . . why the state would take
that risk.”

And Rep. Gene Hugoson (IR-Granada)
questioned why the state should invest
$250,000 to get the program started when it
is private insurance companies that stand to
gain financially.

A key concern for several members was a
provision in the bill that would allow private
insurance companies to invest a portion of
their portfolios in grain futures and com-
modities options — investments that some
argue are very risky.

“This is something for the private sector,”
said Davids. ’

But Rep. Winter said that with recent
changes in the Chicago Board of Trade, the
program will be more advantageous and
workable for farmers in Minnesota.

Winter argued that something needs to be
done to provide better insurance for farmers
— particularly in cases similar to ones cre-
ated by the flood of 1993 and the drought of
1988.

Although disasterreliefbills were approved
following both of those natural disasters, it
wasn’t enough. And the funds that were
approved were difficult to administer, said
bill proponents, adding that such one-time
appropnauons Wﬂl be 1ess likely in the fu-
A 51m11ar state—mn insurance proposal was
included in the 1994 farm relief bill but was
deleted ont se floor. This proposal has
ong ey to get that far.




The bill must travel through the Financial

Institutions and Insurance Committee, Com-

merce, Tourism and Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee, Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Committee, and the Ways and Means
Committee before reaching the floor.

Officials from both Crabtree Risk Engi-
neers of Northbrook, Ill., and Jardine Insur-
ance Brokers of Chicago, Ill., were at the
meeting to outline the proposal.

HF410 now moves to the House Financial
Institutions and Insurance Committee for
further consideration.

Diverting lawbreakers

CRIME

A 1994 law that requires Minnesota county
attorneys to establish pre-trial diversion pro-
grams for juveniles should be scrapped, ac-
cording to the group representing the state’s
county attorneys. ’

The law requires that a report be filed with
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension (BCA) on every person who is di-
verted to a community corrections program
prior to trial.

But these reports are “going into a box on
the floor” at the BCA, according to Bill
Jeronimus, staff attorney for the Minnesota
County Attorneys Association. He testified
before the House Judiciary Finance Commit-
tee March 2.

In a letter distributed to lawmakers, Wi-
nona County Attorney Julius Gernes ex-
plained that the BCA does not store data on
individuals unless it has fingerprints to posi-
tively connect the information to a person.

Gernes also questioned who would use the
collected data or if it would be useful for
making future policy. He said the law creates
“significant additional work” both for county
attorneys and the BCA.

“There may be good reasons for this legis-
lation, but none come to mind,” Gernes said.

The overburdened criminal justice system
gets some relief through diversion programs,
which are usually used for first-time, non-
violent offenders who are offered the chance
to participate in a community-based correc-
tions program instead of going to court.

Diversion programs have been created in
21 counties, according to Jeronimus.

Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman
told committee members that offering diver-
sion to someone is the decision of the county
attorney, who determines what charges will
be filed against a person who has been ar-
rested.

Sixth graders from Valley View Middle School in Edina wore “Butt Out” head bands during a rally
in the Capitol rotunda Feb. 27. The students heard high schoolers speak in favor of a substantial
increase in the tobacco tax, and on the importance of reducing youth access to tobacco products.

Diversion programs look at the offender’s
need for chemical dependency treatment or
other behavioral therapy that might be
needed.

“The goal is to fashion an individualized
plan for each case,” said Patty Moses, who
directs Hennepin County’s juvenile diver-
sion program.

Probation caseloads rising

Minnesota needs an additional 564 proba-
tion officers to handle the 90,000 adults and
juveniles currently on probation, according
to the Probation Standards Task Force’s re-
cently published report, Probation in Minne-
sota: Putting the Pieces Together.

The task force’s findings were discussed
during an interactive television hearing that
brought probation officers in Hibbing, St.
Peter, and St. Paul together with the House
Judiciary Finance Committee.

Memberswere told that the proposed hirings
would cost $41 million over the next two-year
spending cycle. But county corrections offi-
cials pointed out that even “intensive” proba-
tion supervision—at $13 per day per offender
— is a bargain compared to the $72 per day
cost of keeping someone locked up.

The governor has recommended $15 mil-
lion for probation caseload reduction in the
1996-97 budget.

“Probation is the brightest hope for correc-
tions. It is far more economical to fund pro-
bation than to fund prisons,” said Steve
Holmquist, director of community correc-
tions for Stearns County.

Speaking from the courthouse in Hibbing,

Jackie Frost, a probation officer in Virginia,
said she has 140 clients who have been
convicted of misdemeanors and gross misde-
meanors. )

“We're just not meeting the probationers
needs” due to the large caseload, Frost said.
“We're not supervising like we should.”

Probation officers explained that they meet
one-on-one or in groups with clients, appear
in court, conduct pre-sentence investigation
interviews, track clients' compliance with
court-ordered restitution and treatment, and
spend almost half of their time completing
paperwork.

“Our primary job is to protect the public,”
explained Stu Von Wald, a probation officer
in Rice County, who spoke to the committee
from the St. Peter Regional Treatment
Center.

Butsuchataskisincreasingly difficult with
expanding caseloads.

Lana Bjorgum, an Itasca County probation
officer speaking from Hibbing, said her large
caseload prevents her “from doing essential
field work,” including meeting with clientsin
their homes.

She begged lawmakers not “to passa whole
lot of new laws. We're just getting caught up.”

An automated probation reporting system
was touted as offering some relief from heavy
caseloads. Mike Tate, a Duluth probation
officer speaking from Hibbing, said that the
pilot program, which verifies the identities of
clients who check in from a computerized
kiosk, has increased his efficiency “by 30 or
40 percent.”

The 1993 Legislature appropriated
$100,000 to St. Louis County to demonstrate
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the feasibility of the automated probation
reporting system.

Decisions about funding county correc-
tions officers will be made later this session.

Fighting sex crimes

Patterned sex offenders could face up to 40
years in prison, under a bill heard by the
House Judiciary Committee March 1.

Under Minnesota law, a patterned sex of-
fender is a repeat offender or someone who
hasbeen determined likely tore-offend in the
future.

Current law mandates that a judge sentence
a patterned sex offender to twice the penalty
called for under the state’s sentencing guide-
lines for the crime they were convicted of.

This measure would allow judges to im-
pose a prison term of up to 40 years —
regardless of the penalty called for under the
state’s sentencing guidelines.

The 40-year maximum prison term would
alsoapply toafirst-time offenderwho planned
the crime in advance.

And for the first time, crimes committed in
other states would apply to the state’s pat-
terned sex offender law. Currently, only prior
sex offenses in Minnesota can be considered.

The bill (HF177) was one of two proposals
heard that were drafted by the 1994 Sexual
Predators Task Force.

The second, HF178, would require those
convicted of sex offenses in other states to
register in Minnesota upon arrival. Such of-
fenders would need to register for 10 years
after they enter Minnesota.

Minnesota now requires all felony-level
sex offenders to register their address with a
probation officer for at least 10 years follow-
ing release from a Minnesota prison.

Failure to register is now a’gross misde-
meanor. Under the bill, a second conviction
for failure to report would be a felony offense.
Other bills discussed by the committee were:
e HF176, which would extend the statute of

limitations for criminal sexual conduct

crimes from seven to nine years;

* HF633, which would increase, to a gross
misdemeanor fromamisdemeanor, the pen-
alty for the crime of indecent exposure in the
presence of a minor under age 16; and

° HF911, which would “stop time” on any
statute of limitations while DNA testing is
being conducted. A man was actually

“cleared of a possible rape charge because
the limitation period expired while au-
thorities waited for DNA test results, Rep.

Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) told members.

Skoglund, chief sponsor of all five propos-
als, said the bills would resurface at a later
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date, possibly as a single piece of legislation.
He welcomed the suggestions of committee
members.

Rep. Tom Van Engen (IR-Willmar) sug-
gested the state get a mandatory DNA sample
from any sex offender convicted in another
state who wishes to relocate in Minnesota.
Currently, all sex offenders convicted of
crimes in Minnesota must submit a DNA
sample.

Rep. Tom Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul) sug-
gested making sex offender registration data
available to apartment building owners who
must conduct a background check on pro-
spective landlords should HF 72 become law.
(Such data is now private).

(See Feb. 24, 1995, Session Weekly, page 9;
Feb. 3, 1995, Session Weekly, page 9;Jan. 27,
1995, Session Weekly, page 9).

Skoglund also will seek to have those con-
victed of federal offenses brought under the
state’s sex offender registration program.
Currently, such offenders are not required to
register.

Community notification

Abill that would require that neighbors be
notified when a high-risk sex offender is
released from prison was heard Feb. 27 by
the House Judiciary Committee.

“We can make the community safer while
balancing the rights of the released offender,”
said Ernest Allen, president of the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

The measure would mandate that law en-
forcement officials disclose information about
the high-risk offender “to those community

sex offender.

Clark Hussey, left, whose son, Grant, was abducted and later killed
right, whose son, Jacob, was kidnapped and is still missing, testified befor
27 in favor of a bill that would require neighbors to be notified upon

members and establishments to whom, in
the agency’s judgment, the offender may
pose a direct or potential threat.”

Offenders considered to be high risk would
include those who refused or failed treatment
and have been determined “highly likely to
re-offend.” Violent, repeat offenders who
abuse children would also trigger a commu-
nity notification.

Communities may also be notified of the
release of other sex offenders at the discretion
of the local law enforcement agency.

Patty Wetterling, whose son, Jacob, was
abducted in 1989 and is still missing, said the
bill is needed to protect kids from unknown
dangers in the neighborhood.

And Clark Hussey, whose son, Grant, was
abducted and later killed by a neighbor in
1993, told members the man who killed his
son “was a trusted person in the neighbor-
hood. . . .‘We had no idea he was a child
molester.”

HF181 is patterned after a Washington
state law that has been in effect for five years.
Fourteen states have similar notification laws.

“It [the bill] is designed to protect kids, not
punish the offenders,” bill sponsor Rep. Dave
Bishop (IR-Rochester) said.

Onlyasmall percentage of released offend-
ers would trigger the notification. Bishop
said he is targeting those with the most preda-
tory and dangerous backgrounds.

The state of Washington has released thou-
sands of sex offenders in the five years that
the law has been in effect. In most cases, law
enforcement officials are the only ones who

have been notified. According to a December

1993 Washington study, members of the

y aneighbor, and Patty Wetterling,
re the Judiciary Committee Feb.
he prison release of a high-risk




community were notified in just 176 cases.
There were 14 cases involving harassment of
the released offender after the community
notification.

The notification would be an extension of
the state’s existing sex offender registration
program. Currently, all felony-level sex of-
fenders must register their address with the
state for at least 10 years after being released
from prison. Failure to register is a gross
misdemeanor. '

Offenders now register with their proba-
tion officers. Bishop’s bill would require of-
fenders to register with the local police or
sheriff.

Although a federal judge Feb. 28 ruled
unconstitutional a similar New Jersey law,
Bishop said “Megan’s Law” — as it is known
in New Jersey —is much more broad than his
‘proposal.

Bishop presented the bill “for discussion
purposes” and made clear his intentions to
amend the bill before it is considered further.

Since 1980, the number of sex offendersin
Minnesota prisons has increased 230 per-
cent. Today, 1 in 5 prisoners is incarcerated
for a sex offense.

EDUCATION

School safety

At least one Minnesota parent thinks a bill
designed to crack down on truancy and shore
up school safety goes too far.

“The gist of this is too punitive,” said Steve
McKeown of Richfield, a single father of 12-
and 16-year-old boys.

The House Education Committee heard
continued testimony Feb. 28 and March 2 on
a broad bill that includes stiffer penalties for
truants and their parents, and safety mea-
sures ranging from criminal background
checks on teachers and other school employ-
ees to penalties for parents who fail to control
their children.

McKeown criticized what he called “very
reactionary” anti-truancy ingredients of the
bill, which would hit parents with up to $700
in finesand 90 daysin jail if they do not make
sure their children comply with compulsory
attendance laws.

“We need your support,” McKeown said.
“We don’t need to have this sort of coming
down on us where we're going to be called
criminals.”

Another provision of the bill would make

. parentswho donotexercise “reasonable care,

_supervision, protection, and control” over
 their children” guilty of a misdemeanor.
Tom Pritchard, executive director of the

Minnesota Family Council, said that sending
parents to jail will do little to help their
children.

“I don’t believe criminal sanctions are the
way to go,” Pritchard said.

Bill sponsor Rep. Jim Farrell (DFL-St. Paul)
said few parents likely will end up doing time
but that the bill will give prosecutors and
school officials another option to pursue.

“Many times when you're in juvenile court
you get frustrated that it’s the child [in court]
and not the parent,” Farrell said.

Farrell’s bill also includes a locker check
policy to allow searches of public school
lockers at any time without notice (the same
language is contained in an entirely separate
bill, HF107, that is also pending before the
Education Committee).

HF610 also contains a measure that would
allow the courts to deny driving privileges to
habitual truants until they turn 18.

The committee heard support for the bill
from the Minnesota Education Association
(MEA) and the state Board of Teaching.

Judy Wain, executive secretary of the Board
of Teaching, spoke in favor of criminal back-
ground checks for teachers and other school
employees and said the checks should be
conducted in a way to uncover criminal
convictions in other states as well as in Min-
nesota.

Cheryl Furrer of the MFA called back-
ground checks “one way to protect the safety
of the students” but she expressed concerns
about the cost of the checks.

The bill would require applicants for school |

jobs to pay for the background checks.
The committee has yet to vote on HF610.
Testimony is expected to continue next week.

School buses for sale

A bill that would allow advertising on
school buses is headed to the House Trans-
portation Committee after an amendment
was added to allow ads on the outside as well
as the inside.

When the bill reached the floor Feb. 27, it
would have only allowed advertisements on

the inside of school buses. But after the’

amendment allowing advertising on the out-
side was added, the chair of Transportation
and Transit Committee — Rep. Jim Tunheim
(DFL-Kennedy) — asked that the bill be re-
referred to his committee for further review.

So in a relatively unusual move, the bill
was re-routed there before members got a
chance to vote on the entire bill. The amend-
ment offered by Rep. Bob Milbert (DFL-
South St. Paul) to allow ads outside the bus
passed on a voice vote.

Supporters of the measure say outside
advertising is where the real money will come
from because the high-visibility ads would
bring higher ad rates.

Bill sponsor Rep. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) has said advertising would pro-
vide money for schools at no cost to the state
and makes sense in an era of impending
budget cuts.

“If you have to go out and pay $100 for a
pair of Nikes, you might as well get a little bit
back into your school district,” said Tomas-
soni when the bill (HF326) was before the
House Education Committee Feb. 9.

Under the bill, school districts would be
allowed to set their own standards for ads to
be placed on buses and to reach their own
deals with private bus companies.

The bill would require that all advertising
proceeds to districts be deposited in their
transportation accounts. When it comes to
ad content, the bill only requires that districts
devise policies and that ads comply with
those policies. (See Feb. 10, 1995, Session
Weekly, page 5).

Minnesota’s eligible voters would receive
booklets in the mail before caucuses and
elections that would provide short biogra-
phies on candidates and other voter informa-
tion, under a bill sponsored by Rep. Bernie
Lieder (DFL-Crookston).

The bill stems from a recommendation of
The Growe Commission on Electoral Re-
forms. The commission has proposed mov-
ing the primary to August and the precinct
caucuses to April. It also recommends pro-
ducing a voters’ guide for the public, with
information on where and how to vote, the
candidates running for office, and constitu-
tional amendmentsup for public vote.

The Elections Division of the House Gen-
eral Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Elec-
tions Committee approved HF621 Feb. 27.

It calls for the guides to be mailed to voters
at least 21 days before each election. Each
candidate may submit a 50-word biographi-
cal sketch to be included in the guide in
addition to their name, address, and tele-
phone number.

The guidesalso would explainany proposed
constitutional amendment and detail the effect
it would have, if passed. It would inform
residents on how to register to vote; how to
vote by absentee ballot, and provide a map of

ELECTIONS

Voters’ guide
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election districts and telephone numbers of
state and county election officials.

A similar bill was considered during the
1993 Legislative Session.

Such guides are distributed in California,
Oregon, and Washington, Secretary of State
Joan Growe told committee members.

Election turnout has been declining in
recentyears, partly because voters don’t know
where to vote and don’t know who the can-
didates are, Growe added.

“We always get questions at the secretary
of state’s office. But this year more than ever
we've gotten questions about the candidates
— on who they are. The newspapers do
voters’ guides, butit’s sometimes around one
issue or not exactly what the people want,”
Growe said.

The bill does not yet include an
appropriation.

But distributing three separate guides could
cost about $1.8 million in election years —
$650,000 each for the primary and general
election guides, and $525,000 for the caucus
guide, Growe said. The money would come
from the general fund.

To help offset costs, candidates could pay
a mandatory fee to have information in-
cluded in the guide. That money would help
offset the price of the guide, she said. The bill
does not, at present, include such a provi-
sion.

HF621 next will be heard in the full Gen-
eral Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Elec-
tions Committee.

June state primary election

Votersin the state’s primary election would
turn out nearly three months earlier— on the
third Tuesday in June instead of in Septem-
ber — to cast their votes, under a bill ap-
proved March 2 by the House Elections Divi-
sion of the General Legislation, Veterans Af-
fairs and Elections Commiittee.

The precinct party caucuses would still be
held the second Tuesday in March.

Bill sponsor Rep. Bernie Lieder (DFL-
Crookston) said the measure incorporates
many suggestions of Secretary of State Joan
Growe’s Commission on Electoral Reform,
an 18-member commission that focused on
increasing voter turnout by making changes
to state election law.

The commission originally called for the
primary to be held in August and the caucus
on an April weekend, but those dates were
altered by the division members.

Moving up the primary elections — where
members of the same political party face off to
determine who advances to meet candidates
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from the opposing party or parties in Novem-
ber — would give candidates more time to
debate and the press more time to examine
the issues, Growe told committeé members,

Alengthened campaign season would mean
less negative campaigning or “campaigning
by sound bite” because candidates would
have more time to explain their stances on
issues, she said.

Rep. Tim Commers (IR-Eagan), who of-
fered the amendment to change the primary
date to June, said many people will be on
vacation in August.

Also, the June primary reduces the amount
of time from the March precinct caucuses,
which lessens the time for candidates seeking
their parties’ nomination to engage in politi-
cal infighting, Commers said.

The bill also calls for the elimination of the
presidential primary election, which is now
held in April. Commers also offered the
amendment supporting that change, stating
that Minnesota would save $3 million by not
holding the presidential primary.

Another provision in the bill calls for the
Secretary of State to send a voters’ guide to
each Minnesota household with information
on where and how to vote, the candidates
running for office, and constitutional amend-

‘ments up for public vote. A separate bill

sponsored by Lieder outlines the voters’ guide
proposal. (See related article page 7).

Also under HF142, major party candi-
dates for congressional or state constitutional
offices must receive at least 20 percent of the
vote on any ballot for that office at the party
endorsing convention before their name could
be placed on a state primary election ballot.

If such a candidate didn't receivé the 20
percent, he or she could still make the ballot
by submitting a petition signed by the num-
ber of eligible voters equal to 10 percent of

Johan Mikkel Sava, left,amember of the Norwegian

Sami Parliament, and his cousin Per Sara, areindeer
herder, were recognized by members of the House
Feb. 27.

persons voting on the nomination for that
office at the last state primary.

The 20 percent proposal would not apply
to state legislative candidates.

The bill will next be heard by the House
General Legislation, Veterans Affairsand Elec-
tions Committee.

ENVIRONMENT

State park boundaries

Several state parks would have their legal
boundaries expanded, under a bill approved
by the House Environment and Natural Re-
sources Committee Feb, 24.

The measure would allow parcels of land
to be added to Forestville, Gooseberry Falls,
and William O’Brien state parks.

In addition, John A. Latsch State Park
would be created. The land was once a state
park; then, for reasons unknown, it became
a state wayside area.

“I think it was simply a mistake in 1969,
explained Bill Morrissey, director of state
parks for the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR).

Morrissey said that usually a bill is intro-
duced each legislative session to modify state
park boundaries. In some cases, landowners
expressa desire that their land become part of
a park, or state forest land is added to a park.

Although the proposal would expand the
legal boundaries of the state parks, future
legislation would need to be approved to
authorize the sale of state bonds to pay for
acquiring private land to add to the parks,
according to Morrissey.

The bill, which is sponsored by Rep. Tho-
mas Bakk (DFL-Cook), would also allow
vehicles without state park permits to enter
Gooseberry Falls State Park and park inanew
highway rest area that lies within the park.
Parking would no longer be allowed along
the highway.

Morrissey said that parked cars on U.S.
Route 61 by a two-lane bridge near the park’s
visitors center pose a safety hazard. The DNR
and the Minnesota Department of Transpor-
tation have begun work on a walkway under-
neath the bridge that will also be handi-
capped accessible. :

“We're making the view of the falls handi-
capped accessible, too,” he said.

Itis hoped the project will be completed in
a “year or two,” said Morrissey.

HF479 now moves to the House floor.




Emissions test eliminated

The metropolitan auto emissions testing
program could be abolished in 1998, under
a bill approved by the House Local Govern-
ment and Metropolitan Affairs Committee
Feb. 28.

Sponsored by Rep. Alice Johnson (DFL-
SpringLake Park), the bill would exempt cars
under six years old from emissions testing.

(See Feb. 24, 1995, Session Weekly, page 6,
Feb. 17, 1995, Session Weekly, page 6; and
Jan. 27, 1995 Session Weekly, page 7.)

The amendment calling for the testing
program to end in July 1998 was sponsored
by Rep. Eileen Tompkins (IR-Apple Valley).

Tompkins said a University of Minnesota
study shows the testing program is of dubi-
ous help in cleaning up metropolitan air.

“Why shouldn’t we do away with it? We're
just putting money down a rat hole,” Tomp-
kins said.

Under the amendment, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) would have
to approve the program’s intended closure.
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) also must show that the seven-county
metropolitan area is meeting federal clean air
requirements and will continue to do so, said
David Thornton, MPCA manager of air
analysis.

He said the emissions program may need
to continue to show that the MPCA plans to
meet federal clean air requirements in the
future.

If Minnesota falls below standards set in
the 1990 federal Clean Air Act, the EPA may
withhold federal highway funds — poten-
tially $100 million annually — from the
state, Thornton added.

Committee members also voted to remove
a provision added to HF2 Feb. 17 by the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.

That amendment, sponsored by Rep. Bill
Haas (IR-Champlin), would have required
an emissions test be performed on a vehicle
within 30 days of the date when its title is
transferred.

Haas said the provision would protect a
consumer who could buy a used vehicle and
then possibly have to make expensive repairs
in order to pass an emissions test.

“It’s just one of those things that seemed
like a good ideaat the time, butnobody wants
it now,” Rep. Dee Long (DFL-Mpls) said.
The bill next moves to the House Environ-
. ment and Natural Resources Finance Com-
~ ittee.

Gambling department — again?

GAMBLING

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) is betting
lawmakers — many of whom staked their
political fortunes to promised cuts in govern-
ment — will back legislation to merge state
gambling agencies.

Kahn is the sponsor of HF138, a bill that
would abolish several existing entities and
create a state department to oversee gam-
bling.

In a Feb. 24 hearing before the Gambling
Division of the House Governmental Opera-
tions Committee, Kahnhad a simple message
for legislators who campaigned on vows to
streamline government.

“Thisis the easiest vote you're ever going to
make on that subject,” Kahn said. Members
of the division approved the bill.

Under Kahn'’s bill, the nine-member Min-
nesota Racing Commission, seven-member
Gambling Control Board and seven-member
Lottery Board would be abolished.

Currently, the boards function indepen-
dently of each other. The racing commission
oversees pari-mutuel horse racing. The Gam-
bling Control Board regulates lawful gam-
bling activities, such as bingo and pull-tabs.
The Lottery Board advises the lottery director
on games and rules.

A new gambling department, led by an
appointee of the governor, would include
divisions to oversee lawful gambling and
pari-mutuel racing and to assume the gam-
bling enforcement responsibilities of the De-
partment of Public Safety.

The state lottery and its director would
remain independent, but the gambling de-
partment would assume the advisory role of
the current Lottery Board.

The consolidation of the gambling agen-
cies, according to Kahn, would provide the
state a more comprehensive approach to
gambling issues. And the state would enjoy
the savings of an unspecified amount, she
said.

But some involved with gambling, espe-
cially those in the horse racing business,
opposed the bill.

The “lean and knowledgeable staff” of the
Racing Commission enforces complicated regu-
lations to ensure “confidence in the integrity of
racing,” said Jim Olson, president of the Min-
nesota Quarter Horse Racing Association.

And. Gerry Herringer, of the Minnesota
Horsemen’s Benevolent Protection Associa-
tion, said horse racing is in a “very fragile”
condition in the state and needs the “nurtur-
ing” of the commission.

A proposal similar to HF138 passed the
House as part of a 1994 omnibus gambling
bill but was eliminated in conference com-
mittee. Kahn said she expects the current bill
to find less Senate opposition.

If it’s approved, it would not be the first
time the state has used a consolidated gam-
blingagency. In 1989, lawmakers created the
Department of Gaming, but it was abolished
two years later when former commissioner
Tony Bouza recommended that the Lottery
Board, Gambling Control Board, and Racing
Commission become independent entities.

HF138 now moves to the full Governmen-
tal Operations Committee.

A Dill to start up a statewide osteoporosis
prevention and treatment program won ap-
proval from the House Health and Human
Services Committee March 2.

Bill sponsor Rep. Sharon Marko (DFL-
Newport) estimated the program would cost
$200,000 but said it would be a good
investment.

1f people learn how to prevent the disease
early, fewer will need to use hospitals and
nursing homes for fractures and other
osteoporosis problems. Many women enter-
ing nursing homes now do so because of
osteoporosis, Marko said.

“The financial impact of osteoporosis is
vast, let alone the human impact,” said Dr.
David Brown, who testified in favor of the
bill.

HF481 would require the Department of -
Health to assess how many Minnesotans have
the disease which strikes mostly women but
also has been found in men. The condition is
characterized by a decrease in bone mass
leading to fragile bones that can fracture
easily.

The measure also calls on the state Depart-
ment of Health to design a statewide educa-
tional program about the disease.

The program would implement strategies
for raising public awareness on-the causes
and personal risk factors for the disease, as
well as how to prevent, detect, and treat
0steoporosis.

The Department of Health would be re-
quired to report to the Legislature by Jan. 31,
1997, on the program’s accomplishments.

Rep. Betty McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul)
called the bill “a great bargain” and reminded
committee members that very few dollars are
spent on women’s health issues.

HEALTH

Strengthening bones
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But Rep. Barb Vickerman (IR-Redwood
Falls) opposed the bill, stating that a bill for
awomen’s health center was in the works and
that the committee should wait to see if
osteoporosis is taken care of in that bill.

HF481 now goes to the House Health and
Human Services Finance Division.

UMD medical school

The University of Minnesota-Duluth School
of Medicine is pitching an idea to expand its
two-year program to a four-year program
that includes placing students in rural clinics
to learn from licensed doctors. )

The MinnesotaCare Division of the House
Health and Human Services Committee heard
the bill (HF690) but as yet has made no
recommendation.

The medical school is nationally recog-
nized for producing rural doctors, an impor-
tant key to improving health care access in
rural Minnesota. Currently, the school offers
the first two years of medical education.
Students then transfer to the University of
Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus.

The goal is to increase the number of
physicians in rural Minnesota and to further
understand the health problems in rural ar-
eas. The bill, however, contains no provision
requiring studentsin the program to set up or
join a practice in a rural community after
graduation, said bill sponsor Rep. Roger Coo-
per (DFL-Bird Island).

Because the UMD medical school places so
many doctors in rural areas, Cooper said he
believes they deserve state money to help
with the program. “I'm going to fight like
heck to keep this going.” ‘

Although the bill has no price tag on it yet,
figures from the medical school show the

program would be phased in, costing about
$1.6 million during the upcoming two-year
budget period, said Dr. Ronald Franks, dean
of the medical school. Beginning in 1999, the
program would be fully operational with 100
students and cost about $6.5 million a year.

Franks said he would like the state to pick
up the $1.6 million during the upcoming
biennium and eventually the yearly recurring
costs of $6.5 million. Itis not clear, however,
how much of the cost the bill would finance.
The dollar figure is expected to be filled in
when the MinnesotaCare Division takes up
the bill again.

Another facet of the bill is a substitute
doctor program to help out in rural areas
when a community’s regular doctor becomes
ill or leaves for a vacation or for additional
training. The program would start out in four
pilot rural communities.

Sometimes the lack of substitutes in'a rural
area can cause a community’s doctor to leave
permanently because he or she is on call 24-
hours a day, seven-days a week, all year long,
said Rep. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), who
is sponsoring this portion of HF690.

The program could use doctors in their
residency and those who have completed their
residency but have yet to establish a practice.
The clinics where they serve as substitutes
would pay their wages, Lourey said.

The Department of Health would evaluate
the program and report back to the Legisla-
ture by Jan. 15, 1996.

A dollar figure for the substitute program’s
startup costs has not yet been calculated. A
similar provision in a 1994 bill, however,
totaled $137,000, Lourey said.

In 1994 the Legislature appropriated $4
million from the sale of bonds to UMD’s
medical school to build additional laborato-
ries and offices.

A March 2 rally in the Capitol rotunda brought attention to the needs of those with mental illness.
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HOUSING

Homelessness in Willmar

Come Aug. 1, 1995, Willmar, Minn., may
have hundreds of homeless on its streets,
many of whom will be children.

That's what a group of citizens facing evic-
tion from a Willmar mobile home park told
the Housing Committee Feb. 28.

Elm Lane Trailer Court is scheduled to close
July 31 leaving many of its residents, most of
whom are Hispanic, without homes in a city
that doesn’t have enough affordable housing or
vacant trailer sites to meet the new demand.

Even if they can find affordable housing,
they may face discrimination, said FEileen
Wallace, executive director of the Heartland
Community Action Agency in Willmar.

“If you call up with a Spanish accent and a
Spanish surname, the housing is not avail-
able. But if you call without an accent and
have an Anglo surname, then it’s available.”

About 95 families currently live in Elm
Lane, or about 500 people. There used to be
about 120 families but some 25 already have
moved out. Of those remaining, about 20 will
be able to move their mobile homes to an-
other trailer park in Willmar. But after that,
there’s no room left.

The group is asking the Legislature for
help. Some would like emergency money to
help people fixup their mobile homes so they
meet housing codes and can be relocated.
Some trailers just need the relocation money.
Some residents also would like the state to
step in and help more families afford to buy
small, first-time homes.

Housing Committee members listened to
testimony both from the State Office Building
in St. Paul and via interactive television from
a site in Willmar.’

Wallace told lawmakers that the people
who live in Elm Lane hold down jobs but that
Willmar offers them little affordable housing.
Developers, she said, maintain there isn't
enough return on their investment to build
housing for workers who earn $6 or $7 an
hour.

Rep. Andy Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul) asked
how many homes in Willmar could be fixed
up and resold with low interest rates and
minimal down payments.

Testifiers thought there were about 20 to
30 homes that could be fixed up.

Dawkins said that compared to the state’s
buyout of the Target Center basketball arena
in Minneapolis and the state’s financial breaks
granted to Fingerhut Co. to expand in St.




Cloud, fixing up and reselling those homes
“seems like peanuts and small potatoes.”

The mobilehome park announced it would
close in October 1994 after it could not meet
city ordinances to clean up the park which
had become known for fights and shootings.
The living conditions of the park have been
described as crowded, poor, and unruly.

The owner, William Begin, has said he
gave up trying to run the place and wants to
sell it. Begin, who illegally sold many of the
mobile homes to the residents without a
license and sometimes without giving them a
title, was fined $15,000 by the Office of the
Attorney General, said Russ Adams of the All
Parks Alliance for Change mobile home park
advocacy group. The $15,000 will be used to
help families relocate.

The Willmar City Council did reach an
agreement with Begin to pay $150 for each
family to relocate and an additional $300 if
they could relocate their trailer to another
mobile home park, but, Adams said, not too
many people are counting on that money.

Martina Diaz was an Elm Lane resident
untilabout a week ago, when she moved into
a Willmar house.

“I am worried about my people who are
still residents of Elm Lane. July is just around
the corner,” Diaz said.

“They're tired of meetings. They're tired of
waiting and still don’t have an answer. . . .
There has to be a way out.”

Itisunclear what action, if any, lawmakers
will take.

m HUMAN SERVICES

Welfare reform passes

The House gave final approval to a welfare
reform bill March 2 after another attempt to
attach a controversial abortion waiting-period
proposal was thwarted. The vote was 125-8.

Under the threat of a veto by Gov. Arne
Carlson, language that would require a 24-
hour waiting period for abortions was re-
moved from the bill Feb. 23 by the House
Ways and Means Commiittee.

But when the bill came up for debate on the
floor, Rep. Tony Onnen (IR-Cokato) renewed
the effort to include the waiting period. His
proposed amendment touched off an emo-
tional debate.

Rep. Steve Wenzel (DFL-Little Falls) said
the “informed consent” abortion proposal
has the support of Minnesotans and he urged
members not to let the threat of a veto affect
_their vote.

. “Let the legislative process take its course,”

Wenzel said. “We have our job to do, and the
governor has his rights by the constitution.”

Rep. Charlie Weaver (IR-Anoka) said he
supports a mandatory abortion waiting pe-
riod, but he urged members to vote against
the amendment.

“In my view, this amendment guarantees
the death of the right to know as well as
welfare reform,” he said. The amendment
failed by a vote of 58-75.

The abortion waiting period was only one
of a long string of proposed amendments to
the reform bill.

An amendment was adopted that would
require welfare applicants without children
to live in the state for 60 days before they can
receive General Assistance benefits. The mea-
sure, sponsored by Rep. Jim Knoblach (IR-St.
Cloud), makes several exceptions, including
allowing benefits for people who were born
in the state and people who have, in the past,
lived in the state for a year.

House members also approved an amend-
ment that would cut off Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC) benefits after
two years. Families would be allowed no
more than two years of benefits within a four-
year period, but their eligibility for medical
benefits would continue after their AFDC
benefits expire.

The amendment, proposed by Rep. Todd
Van Dellen (IR-Plymouth), makes exceptions
in some cases, including those involving par-
ents who are minors and people needed in the
home to care for children under 3 years old.

The House rejected several proposed
amendments, including a measure offered by
Rep. Erik Paulsen (IR-Eden Prairie) that would
have denied increases in AFDC benefits to
parents who have additional children.

In all, HF5 totals about $52 million but
with cuts in public assistance benefits and the
elimination of a $24 million state jobs pro-
gram, the net price tag falls to $23.7 million
for fiscal years 1996-1997.

The bill would require teenaged mothers
to live at home or with a supervising adult,
and it requests the elimination of federal
rules that some argue discourage welfare
recipients from seeking employment.

And the bill would establish a Work First
pilot program, which would set out tough
penalties, such as losing benefits, if partici-
pants do not stick to a contract to search for
a job and accept work. The program would
be tested in Clay and Itasca counties.

To remove a barrier keeping people from
returning to work, the bill, sponsored by
Rep. Bob Anderson (DFL-Ottertail), includes
$18 million for child care for low- and mod-
erate-income families.

The Senate’s welfare reform measure is
pending in the Senate Finance Committee.

(See Jan. 13, 1995, Session Weekly, page 6,
Jan. 20,1995, Session Weekly, pages 6-7; Feb.,
3, 1995, Session Weekly, page 10; and Feb.
17,1995, Session Weekly, pages 8-9; Feb. 24,
1995, Session Weekly, page 9.)

INSURANCE

Coverage for good genes

Insurance companies should not be al-
lowed to use genetic information to decide
who will receive insurance coverage, said Dr.
Paul Billings, an associate professor of medi-
cine at Stanford University.

Speaking to the House Financial Institu-

A coalition of welfare rights groups picketed in front of the House chamber March 2 as members debated
a welfare reform bill. HF5 was later passed 125-8.
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tions and Insurance Committee March 1,
Billings said the current “genetic revolution”
is providing information people should be
able to use to protect themselves.

“T would not like to see third parties use
that information.to exclude people,” he said.

Billings is director of the Council for Re-
sponsible Genetics and a member of the
Genetic Screening Study Group, two non-
profit groups devoted to investigating the use
of genetic information. He has spent 15 years
researching genetics and its social impact.

He supports HF278, a bill that would bar
Minnesota insurance companies from requir-
ing applicants for health or life insurance
policies to take genetic tests, or from refusing
coverage based on information revealed by a
voluntary test.

No date has been set for a hearing on the
bill, which is sponsored by Rep. Charlie
Weaver (IR-Anoka).

Scientists in the rapidly developing field of
genetics can identify at least 4,000 human
genes and the indicators of 500 to 1,000
medical disorders, according to Billings. A
complete map of all 100,000 human genes
should be finished soon.

Recently, genes have been identified for
such maladies as Huntington’s Disease, co-
lon cancer, and breast cancer. But the pres-
ence of a genetic indicator for a disease does
not necessarily mean a person will contract
the illness and does not provide any informa-
tion about its onset or severity, Billings said.

The problem, according to Billings, is that
insurance companies already have refused
coverage to people on grounds of their ge-
netic makeup and the future could bring

Rep. Mike Delmont examined a chart showing the link between certain genes and the illnesses caused
by them during a Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee hearing March 1. A bill (HF278) has
been introduced to bar insurance companies from requiring applicants to submit to the tests.
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more such “genetic discrimination.”

Billings also said the full potential of ge-
netic research cannot be realized if people
avoid testing out of fear theyll lose their
insurance.

Donald Chambers, an official for the Ameri-
can Council of Life Insurance, told the com-
mittee life insurance providers must have

access to genetic information to fairly decide .

who to cover and how to set rates.

“Insurers cannot afford to be denied the
right to access existing medical information,”
he said, disputing claims that genetic testing
leads to “cherry picking” clients, or granting
coverage only to low-risk applicants.

He said people with “genetic disadvan-
tages” could conceal their condition and buy.
costly policies if insurance companies are
denied access to genetic information.: And
that could serve a costly blow to companies
and other customers.

“Testing serves as a truth serum, if you
will,” Chambers said.

LAW

Prisoner name changes

The House gave final approval to a bill
March 2 to limit the number of taxpayer-
financed name changes by inmates in the
state prison system. The vote was 132-0.

The bill (HF125) would limit prisoners to
one name change during their confinement.
And it would be paid for at public expense
only when “failure to allow the name change

would infringe on the constitutional rights of
an inmate.” Religious reasons would qualify
as such a case.

Rep. Dave Bishop (IR-Rochester) said the
bill he sponsored would eliminate the cost to
the public of “clearly frivolous” name changes.

Between 1990 and February 1995, 305
name changes were made by inmates. There
currentlyisnolimit on the number of changes
a prisoner may request, and some have
changed their name as many as three times.

Each change costs between $400and $500,
according to the Department of Corrections.
(See Feb. 24, 1995, Session Weekly, page 11)

Similar legislation is pendingin the Senate.

ﬂ METRO AFFAIRS

Calling all cars

AllMetroareapublic safety personnel even-
tually would be linked by a digital radio
communications system, under a bill ap-
proved by the Local Government and Metro-
politan Affairs Committee March 2.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Steve Kelley
(DFL-Hopkins), would call for the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) tomake
available a block of radio channels in the 800
megahertz range, Kelley said. The channels
would then be “trunked,” or connected, so
that several police, ambulance, or fire per-
sonnel could talk simultaneously across a
number of channels. )

“Right now, it’s possible to connect all the
agencies on the radio, but it's cumbersome,”
Kelley said.

Currently, individual police departments,
for example, communicate on separate radio
bands, which sometimes creates problems
when different departmentsneed to talk back
and forth.

Such a problem occurred last summer
during a massive search — involving several
law enforcement departments — for the man
who fatally shot two St. Paul police officers.

The bill would create what Kelley called
the “backbone network” for the communica-
tions system. It would authorize about $30
million in state bonds-to build the radio
towers and computer system necessary to
link the public safety communications sys-
tems of local governments. Each local gov-
ernment could then determine whether they
would use the trunked channels or rely on
their current method of radio communica-
tion. ‘

“So we're not creating a monolith all at
orce,” Kelley said.

Ofthe $30 million in bonds, half would be




let by the Metropolitan Council. Those Met-
ropolitan Council bonds would be repaid by
an unspecified increase in the four-cent 911-

emergency surcharge that each Minnesota

phone customer now pays.

Since the Department of Administration
has already proposed raising the fee, legisla-
tive approval for the hike is not needed,
Kelley said.

Rep. Mike Osskopp (IR-Lake City) said the
additional 911-surcharge forces non-metro-
politan area residents to fund a service which
benefits only the Twin Cities area. And some
other lawmakers agreed.

Mancel Mitchell, St. Louis Park chief of
police, said the metropolitan area faces a
“critical need” for such a new system. He
served on the board that spent four years
planning the radio system proposal.

“We're now building and laying communi-
cation systems one on top ofanother. Trunking
increases capacity five or six times and insures
access on a frequency,” Mitchell said.

Paul Malone, a city council member from
Arden Hills, Minn., spoke against the bill.

“The notion that the area’s existing public
safety frequeéncies are hopelessly jammed is
untrue. Although a few become busy from
time to time, most are quite quiet,” he said.

In addition, most local agencies now use

cellular phones to augment their communi-
cations systems, which are cheap and effec-
tive, he added.

The bill now moves to the House Govern-
mental Operations Committee.

TRANSPORTATION

Commuter bus project

Commuters who live in Minneapolis or St.
Paul but work in the suburbs could one day
hop a bus to work with the help of a bill
sponsored by Rep. Edwina Garcia (DFL-
Richfield).

The House Transportation and Transit
Commiittee approved the bill March 1.

HF342 would establish a 13-member ad-
visory committee which would work with
the Metropolitan Council in implementing a
council pilot project. The project — now
being carried out by the Metropolitan Coun-
cil — sets up several express bus routes
between eight southern Twin Cities suburbs
and from downtown Minneapolis and St.
Paul to those suburbs during morning and
evening rush hours.

Garcia said residents who live in suburbs

such as Burnsville, Richfield, Apple Valley,
and Edina find bus routes run mainly to
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Few buses —espe-
cially “express” buses that travel on highways
and interstates — operate between suburbs.
Also, during morning and evening commut-
ing hours, buses mainly shuttle commuters
from the suburbs to downtown Minneapolis
and St. Paul. Those who wish to take mass
transportation the opposite way during those
hours find few routes available, Garcia said.

The Metropolitan Council expects ts pilot
project to cost around $3 million. A federal
grant takes care of $2.5 million of that, said
Nacho Diaz, manager of the Metropolitan
Council’s Office of Transportation and Tran-
sit Development. The council also has asked
for a $622,000 state appropriation to fund
the remaining project costs. That request
comes as part of the council’s $93.3 million
transportation funding request for the 1996-
97 biennium, Diaz said.

The Metropolitan Council’s transportation
program will work with independent busing
systems, such as Southwest Metro Transit
and Minnesota Valley Transit, in carrying out
the project, Garcia said. :

The Economic Development, Infrastruc-
ture and Regulation Committee will hear the
bill next.
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New members . . .

House tries Harder to make government efficient

Rep. Elaine Harder took on a challenging
task in her first run for public office.

Harder (IR-Jackson) entered the race for

- the District 22B seat pre-
pared to face a powerful
four-term DFL incum-
bent, former Assistant
Majority Leader Katy
Olson.

Harder’s battle plans
. changed when Olson an-

nounced her retirement

at the end of the 1994
session. Instead of running against her
opponent’s record, Harder focused on put-
‘ting forth a clear agenda to voters in her
conservative-leaning southwestern Minne-
sota district.

She engineered a campaign that included
six county fairs and 18 parades to win the
three-way race. “The timing was excellent,”
Harder said. “People were ready for the kind
of message I was bringing to them.”

Harder supports term limits for legislators
and efforts to reduce the size of government
and to hold the line on taxes or make cuts. But
she does not want those cuts to hurt the public
education system, an area in which she be-
lieves the state should provide more funding,

Harder said she learned many of her politi-
cal values while growing up on a Westbrook
farm, which sits just outside the district she
represents.-

She left the farm to attend Mankato State
University and has built a diverse resumé

Rep. Elaine Harder -

since graduating with a bachelor’s degree in
secondary education. :

Harder has worked as a home economics
teacher, a sales representative for a printing
and office supplies company, a sales and
marketing agent for her family’s purebred
and feeder cattle company, and, most re-

cently, as a 4-H youth development agent.

with the University of Minnesota Extension
Service in Cottonwood County.
Her involvement in 4-H in Cottonwood

- County stretches back to her youth. In fact,

that’s how she met her husband, Ron.

The couple experienced life on the cam-
paign trail when Ron ran unsuccessfully for
the state Senate in 1990.

That campaign ignited political fires in
Harder that eventually led her into a run for
the House.

Running for office was another step in a
new direction in a life of community involve-
ment. In the past, Harder had served as
Jackson County Fair Board secretary, work-
ing with farm and 4-H families and youth. In
connection with-the fair, she was one of the
original volunteers in establishing the Pio-
neer Village, a project that developed over
nearly two decades. Harder’s work involved
collecting items of historical significance,
which are now on display in the village.

She and her husband, who have two chil-
dren, own and operate an insurance agency
in Jackson, and, in what free time there is, she
enjoys photography and singing in her church
choir.

During her early days in office, Harder is
concerned about some of the demands placed
on state government.

Sitting on House committees, Harder has
found herself “frustrated with the concept
that for every problem, government is ex-
pected to have a financial answer,” she said.

Harder said she would like to focus on
making government more efficient by elimi-
nating duplications, such as having some 20
agencies dealing with some aspect of violence
prevention.

“I know it will be painful when we cut,”
Harder said. “We're talking about people’s
jobs. We're talking about people’s services.
People realize it's necessary, but it’s going to
be difficult.”

— Nick Healy

District 22B

Population: 32,898
Distribution: 23:84 percent urban, 76.16

kson, Martin,

Largest city:
Location: so

Unemploym

Residents liv 13.21
percent

1992 presid,

Bush/Quayl 09 percent
Clinton/G .79 percent
Perot/Stockdale . 27.78 percent
Oher: .. 1.34 percent
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Boudreau brings inside experience to welfare debat

Rep. Lynda Boudreau may be a rookie at
the Legislature, but she’s no stranger to the
welfare system, the center of one of this
session’s most pressing
issues.

Boudreau (IR-
Faribault) has an up-
close view of welfare in
herjobasafamilyhealth
aide with the Rice
County Public Health
Nursing Servicesand the
Women, Infants and
Children programs.

The decade-long experience helped shape
her stance on welfare reform and her overall
political ideology.

“My philosophy is [that] if you are pro-
vided the tools, you can learn to use them to
get a job done,” she said. “We are all capable
of doing many things. We just need some
direction and encouragement.”

Herinvolvement in Independent-Republi-
can politics started, oddly enough, after she
attended a DFL caucus in the late 1980s. As
a member of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters union and a county employee,
Boudreau doesn’t seem a natural for the con-
servative movement, but she found things
more comfortable on the right.

“It seemed natural to adopt the philosophy
of personal responsibility and fiscal conser-
~vatism,” she said. “I don't believe in being
wasteful, lazy, or apathetic.”

Boudreau quickly became active with her
local IRs. She was soon selected to sit on the
board of the county IR committee, and while
still “very green,” found herself running cau-
cuses in her district.

But the thrill of a political victory is what
thrust Boudreau headlong into IR politics.

Rep. Lynda Boudreau

The thrill came when she helped in the
campaign to get Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-
Northfield) elected in 1990.

“It was amazing to see that the process can
be so rewarding,” Boudreau said.

At the prodding of fellow party members,
Boudreau decided to make her first run for
public office in 1994 to fill an open seat.
(DFLer Peter Rodosovich decided not to seek
a seventh term.)

“It was not something I'd really considered
doing, but T was somewhat intrigued and
challenged to organize my own campaign,”
she said.

A lifelong resident of Faribault, she grew
up in the same neighborhood as her hus-
band, Jim, a professional tree trimmer. The
couple, married for 24 years, has three chil-
dren: an 18-year-old son and daughters, 20
and 23 years old.

Boudreau’s involvement in her commu-
nity made her a familiar face to many voters.

Stints as a volunteer Girl Scout leader and
4-H Club leader and Crisis Pregnancy Center
counselor are included on her list. She also
was a religious education teacher, a softball
coach, a church cantor and choir member, a
Faribault Senior High School parent adviser
and a Booster Club parent.

Boudreau’s personal endeavors further
enhanced her visibility in the community.
Among other things, she is a reserve officer
for the Faribault police department and a
bow hunting education instructor for the
Department of Natural Resources. She con-
tinues to play on a women’s softball team —
her 25th year, and in the fall, she enjoys
archery hunting.

Her political beliefs, including support of
term limits for legislators, often fall in line
with many basic conservative tenets.

Boudreau is an avid supporter of Welfare :

reform, but she does so with the passionate
and informed opinions of an insider. “I work
in the system. I can tell you it needs to be
reformed to provide incentives to work,” she
said.

“I often see a lack of motivation and feel-
ings of hopelessness.”

Part of her job for Rice County calls on
Boudreau to teach single parents — some on
welfare and some self-supporting — how to
be good parents.

She supports measures in a reform bill
(HF5) that would require welfare mothers
who are minors to live with their parents and
set work requirements for welfare recipients.

She offered an amendment to the bill that
would remove fertility drugs from medical
benefits for welfare recipients and success-
fully offered another ammendment that would
remove sex change surgery benefits from
General Assistance Medical Care.

“We're giving people tools, and they should
be utilizing them,” Boudreau said. “If they
choose not to, we're going to give them that
little extra nudge.”

— Nick Healy

District 25B

Population: 32,664

Distribution: 52.31 percent urban; 47.69
percent rural

Counties: Le Sueur, Rice, Waseca
Largest city: Faribault.
Location: southe

Minnesota

re 39.72 percent ‘
Perot/Stockdale ... 27.15 percent
Other: oo 1.97 percent

March 3, 1995 / SESSION WEEKLY 17




In the Hopper . . . Feb. 24 - March 2, 1995

@ 1 1
' s

HF894-HF1077

Monday, Feb. 27
HF894—Clark (DFL)

Health & Human Services
Aging Board appropriated money for Indian Eld-
erly Access Program.

HF895—Vickerman (IR)

Agriculture

Agricultural processing facility tax increment fi-
nancing districts provided aid reduction exemp-
tior.

HF896—Brown (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Government Innovation and Cooperation Board
authority and procedures clarified, cooperation
planning grant application procedures established,
and money appropriated. '

HF897—Pugh (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Rule of 85 reinstated, Public Employees Retire-
ment Association member early retirement provi-
sions modified, and reporting requirements elimi-
nated.

HF898—Carruthers (DFL)

Judiciary

Soft body armor peace officer reimbursement
provisions modified, and public safety officer’s
death benefit modified.

HF899—Kinkel (DFL)

Education

Semester system established by Higher Education
Board, undergraduate state funding expenditures
restricted, Akita Program efficiency increased,
and campus efficiency increased.

HF900—Broecker (IR)

Judiciary

Disabled parking certificate holders allowed to
make names and addresses private.

- HF901—Swenson, D. (IR}

Transportation & Transit

DWI related laws and consequences included in
drivers’ education programs, driver’s license ap-
plication pamphlet, driver’s license examination,
and driver’s manual.

HF?02—Swenson, D. (IR}

Judiciary

DWI related offenses and driving without a li-
cense offenses provided license plate impound-
ment and vehicle forfeiture penalties after second
violation.

HF903—Rest (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Tobacco retail license established, vendor com-
pliance checks provided, and mandatory penal-
ties provided for sales to minors.
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HF?04—Tomassoni (DFL)

Judiciary

Sport shooting ranges in compliance with ac-
cepted operating practices provided liability pro-
tection, and rulemaking required.

HF905—Pelowski {DFL)

Education

Kindergarten student transportation aid provi-
sions modified.

HF906—Onnen (IR)

Labor-Management Relafions

Workers’ compensation benefit claim dispute re-
view board established.

HF907—Bertram (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Nursing facility resident classification error cor-
rection provided.

HF208—Lourey (DFL)

Economic Development, Infrastructure &
Regulation Finance

Foodshelf Program appropriated money.

HF909—Olson, E. (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Wetland management and protection provisions
modified.

HF910—Lourey (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Children and education services department es-
tablished, and money appropriated.

HF911—Skoglund {DFL)

Judiciary

DNA crime evidence analysis statute of limita-
tions provisions modified.

HF912—Osskopp (IR)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Lake City tax increment financing district dura-
tion extended.

HF913—Davids (IR)
Environment & Natural Resources
Preston tax-forfeited land sale authorized.

HF914—Peterson (DFL}

Education ‘

Independent School District No. 128, Milan, pro-
vided an operating debt reduction grant, and
money appropriated.

HF915—Rukavina (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Prescription drug price negotiation authority
granted to Department of Administration com-
missioner, statewide drug formulary established,
and pharmacists required to post signs relating to
generic drug substitution.

HF916—Murphy (DFL)

Taxes

Local government aid distribution increase pro-
vided to certain cities.

HF917—Hugoson (IR}

Agriculture

Wholesale food processor, manufacturer, pack-
ager, and salvage food processor permits, certifi-
cation and training required.

HF918—Winter (DFL)

Agriculture ‘
Agricultural commodity supply management,
orderly marketing, administration, and enforce-
ment provided, minimum prices established for
dairy and grain products, and money appropri-
ated.

HF919—Swenson, D. (IR}
Governmental Operations
Lottery advertising restricted.

HF920—Mariani (DFL)

Education

American Indian tribal history, government, and
culture included in staff development and teacher
preparation curriculum, and graduation rule to
include an understanding of American Indians.

HF921—Goodno (IR)

Labor-Management Relations

Workers’ compensation benefits and procedures
modified, and penalties provided.

HF922—Wejcman (DFL)

Health & Human Services

WIC; Women, Infants, and Children Program
appropriated money for modernization, outreach,
and education.

HF923—Johnson, R. (DFL)
Governmentl Operations
Correctional employees contribution rates and
annuity formulas modified.

HF924—Winter (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Groundwater exploration matching grant pro-
gram established and money appropriated.

HF925—Johnson, R. {DFL)

Governmental Operations

Teacher retirement association members permit-
ted to terminate membership in association.

HF926—Davids {IR)

Education

Independent School District No. 238, Mabel-
Canton, debt service aid eligibilty provided.

HF927—Bishop {IR)

Judiciary

Domestic abuse hearing requirement eliminated
in certain cases, and notices provided.




HF928—Harder (IR)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Lakefield tax increment financing districts estab-
lished, state aid offset exemption provided, and
regional tax capacity defined.

HF929—Boudreau (IR)

Judiciary

Law enforcement agency forfeited firearms use
restricted and sale authorized.

HF930—Kelley (DFL)

Regulated Industries & Energy

Independent public pay telephone service pro-
viders granted access to telephone lines, and flat
access rate provided.

HF931—Wagenius (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Highway user tax distribution fund used for pub-
lic highways, bicycle and pedestrian paths, and
public transit, fund apportionment provided, and
constitutional amendment proposed.

HF932—Jaros (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Duluth fire and police joint consolidation account
benefit recomputations and adjustments provided
for certain eligible retirees.

HF933—Farrell (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Prescription drug price negotiation authority
granted to administration commissioner, state-
wide drug formulary established, and pharma-
cistsrequired to post signsrelating to generic drug
substitution.

HF934—Delmont (DFL)

Regulated Industries & Energy

Liquor sale practices restricted between 9 p.m.
and 1 a.m. to prohibit discounted prices, multiple
drinks, and increased alcohol volume or
percentage.

HF935—Farrell (DFL)

Judiciary

Child support and enforcement provisions modi-
fied.

HF936—Swenson, D. (IR)

Judiciary

Dram Shop Act extended imposing civil third-
party liability for damages caused by intoxication
of persons under 21, subrogation claims prohib-
ited, and certain insurance exclusions prohibited.

HF937—Swenson, D. (IR)

Judiciary

Failure to stop and give notification at the site of
a traffic accident crime sentencing guidelines se-
verity level increased.

HF938—Swenson, D. {IR)

Judiciary

DWI; maximum allowable blood alcohol level
lowered for operation of motor vehicles, snow-
mobiles, and motorboats.

HF239—Swenson, H. {IR)
Health & Human Services

.ounty welfare agency barred from court action
_to obtain child support in certain circumstances.

HF940—Macklin (IR)

Health & Human Services

Welfare fraud provisions extended to family in-
vestment plan, AFDC lien enforcement method
provided, and AFDC voluntary vendor payments
authorized.

HF941—Osskopp (IR)

Environment & Natural Resources

NSP; Radioactive waste management facility dry
cask storage alternative site requirement elimi-
nated.

HF942—Swenson, D. (IR)

Judiciary

Teacher, coach, and other professional school
staff criminal background checks required prior
to employment.

HF943—Winter (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs

‘Metropolitan Council diesel-powered transit buses

to be installed with ethanol additive systems.

HF944—Tomassoni (DFL}

Governmental Operations

Workers™ compensation premium collection,
employment classification, and procedure and
benefit data classified, and penalties provided.

HF945—Swenson, D. (IR)

Judiciary

Driving without a valid license and failure to
provide or show proof of insurance crimes pro-
vided vehicle license plate impoundment penalty.

HF946—Rest {DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Certified public accountant certification and li-
censure education requirements modified.

HF947—Johnson, R. (DFL)

Governmental Operations :
Department of Corrections and Department of
Human Services security unit employees pro-
vided correctional employees retirement plan
coverage.

HF948—1eppik (IR)

Health & Human Services

Women's health institute established, and money
appropriated.

HF949—Wagenius {DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Carbon dioxide emission analysis included in the
environmental review of proposed state projects.

HF950—Wejcman {DFL)

Health & Human Services

U.S. Army zinc cadmium sulfide aerial spraying
report required and attorney general review re-
quired.

HF951—Wejcman (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Mental health professional defined for medical
assistance coverage purposes.

HF952—Luther (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Professional sports team and olympic special li-
cense plate issuance authorized, fees dedicated to

the amateur sports commission account, and
money appropriated.

HF953—Milbert (DFL)
Environment & Natural Resources
Walleye and Northern Pike size limits modified.

HF954—Jefferson (DFL)

General Legislation, Veterans Affairs

& Elections

Campaigning onelection day prohibition repealed.

HF955—Dehler (IR)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Morrison County bond issuance authorized for
fairgrounds improvements, and referendum re-
quired.

HF956—Dehler (IR)

Housing

Stearns County Housing and Redevelopment
Authority federal tax exempt revenue bond use
regulated.

HF957—Goodno (IR)

Regulated Industries & Energy

WAPA; President and Congress memorialized to
abandon the proposed sale.of the Western Area
Power Administration.

HF958—Dehler (IR)
Governmental Operations
Legislators’ retirement law clarification provided.

HF959—Murphy (DFL)

Taxes

Property tax value increase prohibited for home-
steads owned by persons 65 years of age or older
with certain income requirements.

HF960—Bettermann (IR}
Education
School district aid receipt effect clarified.

HF961—Opatz (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Health promotion and disease prevention state
agency program for state employees extended,
and money appropriated.

HF962—Hugoson (IR)

Education

Independent School District No. 2536, Granada-
Huntley-East Chain, allowed to make a fund
transfer.

HF963—Smith {IR)

Education

University of Minnesota Board of Regents U.S.
citizenship required.

HF964—Murphy (DFL)

Education

Independent School District' No. 94, Cloquet,
time and technology enhanced curriculum school
pilot project funding continued, and money ap-
propriated.

HF965—Finseth (IR)

Education

Independent School District No. 595, East Grand
Forks, authorized to use capital expenditure fa-
cilities revenue to acquire and construct build-
ings.
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HF966—Entenza (DFL)

Judiciary

Child support and enforcement provisions modi-
fied, and money appropriated.

HF967—Sviggum (IR}

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Canada; Fish importation from Canada to Minne-
sota restrictions removed.

HF968—Smith (IR)

Governmental Operations

Teacher Retirement Association member service
credit purchase for previously exempt service
authorized.

HF969—Murphy (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Criminal background check fee authorized and
fund dedication provided.

HF970—Bertram {DFL)

Governmental Operations

Public Employees Retirement Association police
and fire fund early retirement reduction factors
changed.

HF971—Tunheim (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Manufacturer motor vehicle test license plate is-
suance authorized.

Thursday, March 2
HF972—Clark {DFL)

Housing
Lead abatement law technical recodification pro-
vided.

HF973—Rukavina (DFL)
Labor-Management Relations
Boiler inspection provisions modified.

HF97 4—Vickerman (IR)

Health & Human Services

Department of Health environmental laboratory
certification fee payment time schedules modi-

fied.

HF975—Boudreau (IR)

Health & Human Services

Home care Hospice Program home care service
definition modified.

HF976—CQOrenstein {DFL)

Ways & Means

Human resources, gainsharing, and procurement
pilot projects established to improve state agency
efficiency and effectiveness.

HF977—Kelley (DFL)

Education

Library accessibility grant requirements modi-
fied, internet revenue and access grants estab-
lished, on-line service provider contracts pro-
vided, and money appropriated.

HF$78—Solberg (DFL)

Judiciary

Law enforcement agency use of forfeited weapons
provisions modified.
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HF979—Osthoff {DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Port development assistance provided, grant and
loan application provisions specified, port devel-
opment project cost payment provided, and money
appropriated.

HF980—Skoglund (DFL)

Judiciary

Manslaughter in the first degree definition modi-
fied.

HF981—Skoglund (DFL)

Judiciary

Manslaughter in the first degree reasonable per-
son standard clarified, and murder in the first
degree acts clarified. ’

HF982—Rest (DFL)

Taxes

Wholesale drug distributor payments from fed-
eral agenciesand instrumentalities exempted from
gross revenue tax.

HF983—Lourey (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Emergency medical services advisory council,
maternal aid child health advisory task force, and
state community health advisory committee rein-
statement provided.

HF984—Wejcman (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Minneapolis authorized to issue an on-sale intoxi-
cating liquor license to the local branch of the
American Association of University Women.

HF985—Johnson, R. {DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Akeleyland conveyance from Department of Natu-
ral Resources commissioner required.

HF986—Wenzel (DFL)

Education

Independent School District No. 482, Little Falls,
fund transfer authorized.

HF987—Murphy (DFL)

Judiciary

Criminal arraignment and first court appearance
interactive video system use provided.

HF988—Perlt (DFL)

Education

New housing developer school impact fee
permitted.

HF989—Murphy (DFL)

Education

Student operated business grant program estab-
lished, and money appropriated.

HF990—Entenza (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Disabled and handicapped assistive device war-
ranties provided.

HF991—Sviggum (IR)

Education

School district architectural barrier removal levy
restrictions modifed.

HF992—Pugh (DFL)

Judiciary

Computer matching agreement requirement sun-
set eliminated.

HF993—1Jaros (DFL)

International Trade & Economic Development
International council established to coordinate
the international activities of state government.

HF994—Pugh (DFL)

Judiciary

National Guard and Department of Military Af-
fairs weapons prohibition exemption provided.

HF995—IJohnson, R. (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Police state aid excess aid amounts disposition
provided to fund an additional amortization aid
program.

HF996—Solberg (DFL)

Education

Terminated education support employees of dis-
solved districts provided employment.

HF997—Delmont (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Legislative joint administrative services provided,
and legislative commissions and programs abol-
ished.

HF998—Wejcman (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Day care program licensure required for provi-
sion of services to preschool and school age chil-
dren.

HF999—Greiling (DFL)

General Legislation, Veterans Affairs

& Elections

Ethical Practices Board definitions clarified, en-
forcement powers strengthened, lobbyist activity
disclosure requirements expanded, contribution
report requirements modified, campaign finance
requirements modified, and penalties

provided.

HF1000—Johnson, A, (DFL)
Education
Late activity bus provisions clarified.

HF1001—Rukavina (DFL)
Governmental Operations
Women in Military Service Memorial at Arlington
National Cemetery contribution appropriation

provided.
HF1002—Rukavina (DFL)

Governmental Operations

State accounting procedures modified, dollar
threshold for gifts to the state changed, state debt
collection procedures modified, and petroleum
tank release cleanup account terminology modi-

fied,
HF1003—Huntley (DFL)

Health & Human Services

X-ray equipment operator examination and certi-
fication required, and advisory commiittee estab-
lished.




F1004—Sviggum (IR)
Education '
School districts authorized to levy for special
_ assessments:

HF1005—Onnen (IR)

Health & Human Services

Mental health services pilot projects authorized,
related condition definition modified, consumer
support grant program established, home care
and waivered services assessment provided, and
home and community-based services modified.

HF1006—1Jaros (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Prescription drug price negotiation authority
granted to administration commissioner, state-
wide drug formulary established, and pharma-
cistsrequired to post signs relating to generic drug
substitution.

HF1007—Ness (IR)

Education

Advanced placement and international baccalau-
reate programs funded, and money appropriated.

HF1008—Bradley (IR)

Judiciary

Child support, custody, and visitation proceeding
orientation and education program established.

HF1 009—McE|roy (IR}

Transportation & Transit

Drivers' license reinstatement fee waived in cer-
tain cases.

HF1010—Kalis (DFL)

Capital Investment

Water and Soil Resources Board project bond
proceed financing report requirements modified.

HF1011—McElroy (IR)

Transportation & Transit

Radar speed measuring equipment jamming de-
vice sale, use, and possession prohibited.

HF1012—Dorn (DFL}

Governmental Operations

Gambling Control Board account created for pay-
ment of pull-tab dispensing test cost reimburse-
ment, and money appropriated.

HF1013—Greenfield {DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Jerry Haaf memorial drive designated on Trunk
Highway No. 55 in Minneapolis.

HF1014—Hausman (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Wind energy conversion system siting regulated,
and rulemaking authorized.

HF1015—Hausman {DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Environmental Quality Board Environmental Re-
view Program modified.

HF1016—Jaros (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Duluth Teachers Retirement Association
postretirement benefit increase mechanism
. modified.

HF1017—Huntley (DFL)
Education

Duluth Family Practice Residency Program facil-
ity capitalloan provided, bondsissued, and money
appropriated.

HF1018—Trimble (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Chlorofluorocarbon state regulation brought into
compliance with federal law.

HF1019—Trimble (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Native plant program established for highway rest
areas, and money appropriated.

HF1020—Trimble (DFL)
Agriculture
Aquatic pest control applicator licensure required.

HF1021—Ness (IR)

Health & Human Services

Nursing home geographic group provisions
modified.

HF1022—Carruthers {DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs

Real property goods warranty transferability re-
quired.

HF1023—Huntley (DFL)

Education

Rural psychiatry program established at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Duluth campus.

HF1024—Lieder (DFL)

Economic Development, Infrastructure &
Regulation Finance

Roseville; Water’s Edge Building purchased by
Department of Transportation commissioner,
bonds issued, and money appropriated.

HF1025—Huntley {DFL)

Health & Human Services

Day training and habilitation services payment
rate variance provisions modified.

HF1026—Entenza (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Crime Victim and Witness Advisory Council ex-
piration date extended.

HF1027—Peterson (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources
Environmental legal assistance pilot project es-
tablished, and money appropriated.

HF1028—Opatz (DFL)

Health & Human Services

St. Cloud Hospital-Mayo Family Practice Resi-
dency Program appropriated money.

HF1029—Milbert {DFL)

Taxes

Manufactured home park property tax class rate
changed.

HF1030—Kahn (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Lieutenant Governor office abolished, and consti-
tutional amendment proposed.

HF1031—Van Engen (IR}
Health & Human Services
Regional treatment center fund use designated.

HF1032—Tuma (IR}

Education

Children with specific learning disabilities pilot
program established.

HF1033—Greiling (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Prescription drug price negotiation authority
granted to administration commissioner, state-
wide drug formulary established, and pharma-
cists required to post signs relating to generic drug
substitution.

HF1034—Brown (DFL)

Judiciary Finance

Corrections industries product purchase required
by state agencies.

HF1035—Wejcman (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Family Preservation Act modified, human ser-
vices interpretive guidelines defined, and foster
care licensure and Drop-in Child Care Program
provisions modified.

HF1036—Orenstein {DFL)

Ways & Means

Department of Public Safety, Higher Education
Coordinating Board, State Racing Commission,
Gambling Control Board, State Lottery Board,
and Department of Public Service abolished, du-
ties transferred, and new agencies created.

HF1037—Huntley (DFL)

Health & Human Services

Department of Health commissioner public pool
rules enforcement and fee provisions modified,
and penalties provided.

HF1038—Delmont {DFL) -

Judiciary

Sport shooting ranges exempted from noise
liability.

HF1039—Milbert (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Dakota County administrator assigned county
board clerk duties.

HF1040—Kahn (DFL)
Governmental Operations
State university and community college faculty

retirement provisions modified, part-time faculty

participation provided, and investment options
provided.

HF1041—Jennings (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Public building and construction contracts regu-
lated, indemnification and insurance agreements
provided, and mechanics liens regulated.

HF1042—Dawkins (DFL)

Governmental Operations

St. Paul Teachers Retirement Fund Association
articles of incorporation and bylaw amendments
authorized to provide postretirement adjustments.
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HF1043—McElroy {IR)

Governmental Operations

Office of the State Treasurer abolished and consti-
tutional amendment proposed.

HF1044—Tomassoni (DFL)

Governmental Operations

School districts authorized to offer early retire-
ment incentives, and teachers permitted to pur-
chase service credit for teaching service in other
states.

HF1045—Marko (DFL)

General Legislation, Veterans Affairs &
Elections

Vietnam veterans claims assistance provided, and
money appropriated.

HF1046—Kinkel (DFL)

Education

Teacher licensure alternative measures task force
established.

HF1047—Bakk {DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Landfarming contaminated soil reporting to un-
incorporated townships requirements modified.

HF1048—Entenza (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Videotape distribution, sale, and rental regulated,
and captioning for deaf or hearing-impaired per-
sons required.

HF1049—Mahon (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Emergency rescue vehicles exempted from regis-
tration tax and fees.

HF1050—Jennings (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Rental-purchase agreement lease services cost regu-
lation provided.

HF1051—Koppendrayer (IR)
Education -

Education Board eliminated, State Education
Advisory Council created, and duties transferred.

HF1052—Entenza (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Federal Lien Registration Act provisions modi-
fied.

HF1053—Kelso {DFL)

Education

Federal special education references provided,
state aid provided for certain school district litiga-
tion costs, and money appropriated.

HF1054—VYan Dellen (IR)

Transportation & Transit

Railroad grade crossing repair and safety device
installation provided by cities and counties, and
cost apportionment provided.
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HF1055—Dauner (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Water and Soil Resources Board secretary posi-
tion eliminated, board members’ compensation
increased, and rule approval procedure, review
exemption, rule appeals, dispute resolution, and
levy authority provided.

HF1056—Garcia (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Senior citizen driver’s license and identification
cards to contain transit symbol, employer payroll
transit program tax imposed, and public transit
route and schedule change planning and consul-
tation required.

HF1057—Hugoson (IR)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
Feedlot local government regulatory authority
limited.

HF1058—Orenstein {DFL)

Governmental Operations

Housing Finance Agency Civil Service Pilot Project
waiver requirement clarification provided.

HF1059—Orenstein (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Government Innovation and Cooperation Board
to study the elimination of unfunded state man-
dates, and money appropriated.

HF1060—Pugh (DFL)

Local Government & Metropolitan Affairs
South St. Paul fire and police department employ-
ees excluded from civil service.

HF1061—Greenfield (DFL)

Education

STARS telecommunication program to include
public and private schools as eligible system re-
cipients and users.

HF1062—Simoneau (DFL)

Judiciary

Product liability claim state-of-the-art defense
established.

HF1063—Huntley (DFL)

Environment & Natural Resources

Duluth storm water infiltration and inflow pre-
vention demonstration project authorized.

HF1064—Johnson, R. (DFL)

Commerce, Tourism & Consumer Affairs
Automatic sprinkler installation required in exist-
ing high-rise buildings.

HF1065—Rukavina {DFL)

Transportation & Transit

St. Louis County road and bridge fund accounting
and expenditure requirements modified.

HF1066—Knoblach (IR)

Capital Investment

Department of Finance commissioner to establish
listing of state bonds and certificates of
indebtedness.

HF1067—VYan Engen (IR)

Judiciary

Health Care Provider Transition Plan, birth regis-
tration, immunization and other health related
data access provisions modified.

HF1068—Abrams (IR)

Governmental Operations

Bipartisan congressional and legislative reappor-
tionment commission established, and constitu-
tional amendment proposed.

HF1069—Huntley {DFL)

Judiciary

Contract for deed mortagees required to provide
vendees with default notice.

HF1070—Abrams (IR)
Ways & Means
State agency fee cap provided.

HF1071—Vickerman (IR)
Labor-Management Relations
Workers' compensation rate calculation modi-

fied.

HF1072—Vickerman (IR)

Governmental Operations

Springfield hospital and clinic physicians pro-
vided public employees retirement association
membership termination.

HF1073—Simoneau (DFL)

Transportation & Transit

Transit and paratransit facilities and equipment
financing authorized, and metro mobility capital
cost funding limitations removed.-

HF107 4—Hausman (DFL)

Governmental Operations

Unicameral legislature provided with 102 to 135
members, and constitutional amendment pro-
posed.

HF1075—Vickerman (IR)

Judiciary

State adoption exchange listing required for all
children freed for adoption within 20 days.

HF1076—Rhodes (IR)

Judiciary

Absent parent child support liability and parent-
age recognition provisions modified, administra-
tive proceedings added, and child support collec-
tion provisions expanded.

HF1077—Greenfield {DFL)

Health & Human Services

MinnesotaCare; integrated service network re-
quirements established, penalties provided, and
money appropriated.




Coming Up Next Week . . . Mar. 6 - 10, 1995

Schedule is subject to change.

For information updates, call House
Calls at (612) 296-9283. All meetings
are open to the public.

MONDAY, March 6

8 am.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &

REGULATION FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: Department of Public Service. Minne-
sota Community Action Association: weather-
ization, energy assistance, head start, commu-
nity services block grants.

University of Minnesota Finance Division/
EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso

Agenda: Presentation of reports by Dr. Josie
Johnson, associate vice president for Academic
Affairs with responsibility for Minority Affairs,
University of Minnesota. A five year progress
report on tenure and tenure track faculty and
academic administrators of color: recruitment
and retention. A five year progress report on the
status of students of color: enrollment and
graduation rate.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson .
Agenda: Public testimony on Article 4 (com-
munity education) and Article 8 (other educa-
tion programs) of the governor’s budget recom-
mendations.

Property Tax &

Tax Increment Financing Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF91 (Johnson, V.) Conservation
credit pilot program established in Houston
County, property tax credits provided, and
money appropriated.

HF260 (Munger) Western Lake Superior sani-
tary district bonding authority allocation pro-
vided.

HF322 (Pugh) Apartment property tax class
rate reduction provided over a two-year period.
 HF449 (Mulder) Pipestone County bond issu-
ce authorized for county courthouse repair.

HF684 (Van Engen) Recreational property oc-
cupied by a relative homestead qualification
time period reduced.

HF188 (Knight) Valuation exclusion for im-
provements to certain residential property (This
Old House Law) provided.

8:30 a.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources bud-
get presentation.

10 a.m.

AGRICULTURE

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Steve Wenzel

Agenda: HF363 (Winter) Farmer-Lender Me-
diation Act sunset date eliminated.

HF486 (Peterson) Value-Added Agricultural
Product Loan Program eligibility expanded,
and money appropriated.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Phyllis Kahn

Agenda: Presentation onappropriation author-
ity of the legislative and executive branches,
Office of the Legislative Auditor.

HF595 (Osskopp) Finance commissioner
granted authority over debts owed to the state.
HEF625 (Orenstein) Debt collection entity es-
tablished within the Department of Revenue,
duties and powers imposed, data disclosure
provided, collection penalty imposed, and
money appropriated.

JUDICIARY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Wes Skoglund

Agenda: HF544 (Hasskamp) Informal probate
guide prepared by state court administrator,
and money appropriated.

HF344 (Leighton) Common Interest Owner-
ship Act modified, curative and validating law
for mortgage foreclosures changed, and assign-
ment form and record provided.

HF367 (Macklin) Municipal subcontractor
prompt payment provided; and statutory
lienholder rights and performance bond provi-
sions modified.

HF651 (Macklin) Uniform probate code provi-

sions modified, safe deposit box search author-
ity expanded, division and merger of trusts
provisions modified, and power-of-attorney
granted to spouses in certain cases.

HFE529 (Pugh) Eminent domain notice of pen- .
dency provisions modified.

HF272 (Lynch) Interference with privacy crime
toinclude intrusion on occupants of hotel sleep-
ing rooms and tanning booths.

HF735 (Entenza) Concealing identity crime
exception provided based on religious beliefs or
cultural practices.

HE279 (Solberg) Public defender dismissal
causes restricted, and dismissal and appeal pro-
cedures provided.

REGULATED INDUSTRIES & ENERGY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Joel Jacobs

Agenda: Department of Public Service tele-
communications bill.

HF620 (Olson, E.) Telephone company alter-
native regulation provided for limited periods,
local exchange service competition promoted,
and technical provisions modified.

HF323 (Dawkins) Nursing facility rental per
diem adjustment allowed.

Reports, Mandates, Litigation and Free
Speech Issues Working Group/Joint Higher
Education Finance Division and University
of Minnesota Finance Division/EDUCATION
300N State Office Building

Chrs. Reps.. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso
Agenda: Continuation of agendas from past
meetings.

12:30 p.m.

Elections Division/

GENERAL LEGISLATION,

VETERANS AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
400N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Richard Jefferson

Agenda: SF35 (Marty); HF167 (Jefferson) Voter
registration and absentee voting requirements
modified, and penalties imposed.

HF289 (Jefferson) Election law modification
and clarification provided.

HOUSING

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Karen Clark

Agenda: HE712 (Luther) Brooklyn Park rental
tax equity pilot project established, and money
appropriated.

HF380 (Dawkins) Metropolitan area home-
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stead program established; contract for deed
home purchase assistance provided; construc-
tion community impact statements required,
rental tax equity pilot project established, and
money appropriated.

LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Johnson

Agenda: HF414 (Peterson) Businesses receiv-
ing state financial assistance required to pay a
living wage.

HF733 (Bakk) High pressure pipe installation
licensure requirements modified, and penalties
provided.

Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs/
GENERAL LEGISLATION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
300N State Office Building

Chrs. Reps. Betty McCollum, Joe Opatz
Agenda: To be announced.

2:30 p.m.
The House meets in Session.
Immediately following Session

REGULATED INDUSTRIES & ENERGY
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Joel Jacobs

Agenda: Continuation of morning agenda.

4 pm.

Higher Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tony Kinkel

Agenda: HF307 (Pelowski) Higher Education
Coordinating Board abolished, and higher edu-
cation services office and higher education ad-
ministrators council established.
Presentations by Frank Viggiano, executive di-
rector, Minnesota State University Student
Association; Chris Lynch, president, Minnesota
Community College Student Association; Roy
Taylor, executive director, Minnesota College
Student Association.

6 p.m.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

St. Paul Technical College

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Governor’s budget recommendations.
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TUESDAY, March 7

8 a.m.

EDUCATION

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson

Agenda: Continuation of presentation by the
State Board of Education on proposed draft of
the desegregation rule.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Agency budget presentations: Tax
Court, Sen‘tencing Guidelines Commission.
Working groups will be assigned. Agency and
program directors should be present to meet
with working group members.

Transportation Finance Division/
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &

REGULATION FINANCE

5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bernie Lieder

Agenda: HF210 (Carlson) Minnesota identifi-
cation card fee changed.

HF395 (Marko) Road powered electric vehicle
(RPEV) demonstration project and study ap-
propriated money.

HF794 (Clark) Motor vehicle transfer fee sunset
repealed, and fee receipts credited to the lead
fund.

SF50 (Ourada); HF6 (Anderson, B.) Betty
Adkins Bridge designated in Elk River on trunk
highway Nos. 101 and 169 connecting Wright
and Sherburne counties.

8:30 am.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources bud-
get presentation.

10 am.

Financial Aid and Tuition Policy Working
Group/Joint Higher Education Finance Divi-
sion and University of Minnesota Finance
Division/EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chrs. Reps. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso
Agenda: Continuation of agendas from past
meetings.

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr, Rep. Phyllis Kahn

Agenda: Any bills not completed at the March
2nd meeting.

HF138 (Kahn) Gambling department created;
Racing Commission, Gambling Control Board,
and State Lottery Board abolished and duties
transferred.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Anderson

Agenda: HF432 (Sykora) Child abuse investi-
gation liability provisions modified, attorney
fees provided, abuse investigation protocols
established, and data access provided.

HF61 (Onnen) Long-term care localization ad-
visory commission established, and report and
plan required.

HF510 (Clark) Pesticide poisoning treatment
included as an emergency service for general
assistance medical care eligibility purposes,
pesticide poisoning reporting and education
required, and money appropriated.

HF682 (Carruthers) Health plan carrier organi-
zational provisions modified.

HF765 (Delmont) Visually handicapped refer-
ence changed to visually disabled for state ser-
vices for the blind purposes.

HF813 (Brown) Intermediate care facilities for
persons with mental retardation or related con-
ditions temporary payment rate established.

Property Tax &

Tax Increment Financing Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF431 (Orfield) Metropolitanarea prop-
erty tax equalization provided. (continued)

All committee members are welcome to attend
the hearing for testimony and debate on the bill.

12:30 p.m.

COMMERCE, TOURISM &

CONSUMER AFFAIRS

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. John Sarna

Agenda: HF108 (Simoneau) Tobacco retailer
inspections, training, and reports required.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Dee Long

Agenda: HF653 (Perlt) Oakdale tax increment
financing districts exempted from certain re-
strictions.

HF810 (Dorn) Mankato authorized to establish
tax increment financing districts, and aid offset
exemption provided.

HF928 (Harder) Lakefield tax increment fi-
nancing districts established, state aid offset
exemption provided, and regional tax capacity
defined.

HF955 (Dehler) Morrison County bond issu-




ce authorized for fairgrounds improvements,
ind referendum required.
HF585 (Orfield) Metropolitan government ob-
solete references removed and language clari-

fied.

. HF763 (Farrell) St. Paul tax increment financ-
ing districts exempted from certain aid offsets.
HF912 (Osskopp) Lake City tax increment
financing district duration extended.

2:30 p.m.

HOUSING

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Karen Clark

Agenda: HF380 (Dawkins) Metropolitan area
homestead program established; contract for
deed home purchase assistance provided; con-
struction community impact statements re-
quired; rental tax equity pilot project estab-
lished, and money appropriated.

4:30 p.m.

EDUCATION

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson

Agenda: HF610 (Farrell) Truancy prevention
and school safety projects appropriated money.

WEDNESDAY, March 8

8 am.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &
REGULATION FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: Minnesota Technology, Inc.

Higher Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

3008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tony Kinkel

Agenda: HF412 (Bertram) Community col-
leges, state universities, and technical colleges
required to use construction plans prepared
through the Department of Administration.
HF487 (Pelowski) State university and college
library appropriations exempted from the one-
third debt service requirement.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Article 10 of governor’s budget (pub-
lic libraries). Any bills relating to Article 10.

Property Tax &

Tax Increment Financing Division/

TAXES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Ted Winter

Agenda: HF147 (Ozment) Tax increment fi-
nancing use restricted, and additional disclo-
sure required.

HEF824 (Rest) School board approval required
for tax increment financing plans and modifica-
tions.

8:30 a.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources bud-
get presentation.

Higher Education

Board Candidate Advisory Council

123 State Capitol

Agenda: Election of 1995 chair and vice chair.
Briefings by Governor Carlson or his represen-
tative; Gary. Mohrenweisor, chair, HEB; Jay
Noren, chancellor, HEB. HEBCAC procedures:
statute review, Tom Stafford, Senate Counsel
and Research. Recruitment finalized. Selection
and balloting process finalized (including issue
of attendance at interviews).

10 a.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Willard Munger

Agenda: HF672 (Wagenius) Waste Manage-
ment Act provisions modified.

(Meeting to be continued at 4:30 p.m. or after
caucus, whichever comes first).

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS &
INSURANCE

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Wayne Simoneau

Agenda: HF677 (Tomassoni) Insurance cover-
age regulated, and notice provisions, enforce-
ment provisions, fees, and licenses modified,
and technical changes provided.

HF747 (Paulson) Department of Commerce
insurance solvency, reinsurance, capital stock,
general agent management, and variable con-
tractinformation confidentiality regulation pro-
vided.

Subcommittee on Civil Law/JUDICIARY
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Tom Pugh ,

Agenda: HF348 (Kinkel) Child support
arrearage interest accrual provisions modified.

!

HF935 (Farrell) Child support and enforce-
ment provisions modified.

HF966 (Entenza) Child support and enforce-
ment provisions modified, and money appro-
priated.

HF1076 (Rhodes) Child supportmodifications.
HF845 (Swenson, D.) Child support obligation
and enforcement provisions modified.

12:30 p.m.

Business Regulation Division/
COMMERCE, TOURISM &
CONSUMER AFFAIRS

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Loren Jennings

Agenda: Begin work on division bill.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Tunheim

Agenda: HF439 (Onnen) Alternative fuel ve-
hicle permit fee partial refund allowed, and
money appropriated.

HF175 (Knoblach) Bridge of hope designated
on Trunk Highway No. 15 crossing the Missis-
sippi River near St. Cloud.

HF654 (Lieder) Town board authority clarified
to alter or vacate town roads dedicated by plat.
HF568 (Frerichs) Eye protection required for
motorcycle riders.

WAYS & MEANS

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Loren Solberg

Agenda: Report on February forecast, Laura
King, commissioner, Department of Finance.

1pm.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE &

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

5005 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mike Jaros

Agenda: HF869 (Clark) Businesses receiving
state financial assistance required to pay aliving
wage and increase employment.

HF873 (Van Dellen) Advantage Minnesota Inc.,
economic development corporate structure
modified.

HF885 (Lourey) Microenterprise support pro-
gram established, and money appropriated.
HFXXX (Jaros) Establishing the Minnesota In-
ternational Council.

4 p.m.
University of Minnesota Finance Division/

EDUCATION
3008 State Office Building

- Chr. Rep. Becky Kelso

Agenda: Presentation on the future of the Aca-
demic Health Center at the University of Min-
nesota, William Brody, M.D., Ph.D., provost,
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Academic Health Center, University of Minne-
sota.

4:30 p.m. or after caucus

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Willard Munger

Agenda: Continuation of morning agenda.

4:30 p.m.

Subcommittee on Administrative Rules/
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mindy Greiling

Agenda: HF830 (Greiling) Administrative rule
adoption and review procedures revised.

Subcommittee on Data Practices/
JUDICIARY

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Jo McGuire

Agenda: HF772 (Farrell) Protected witness
name changes classified as private data.
HF257 (McGuire) Tax data classification provi-
sions modified.

HF538 (McGuire) Secretary of state authorized
access to individuals’ social security numbers in
certain circumstances.

HF546 (McGuire) Child abuse victim video-
tape release limited.

HF376 (Van Engen) Department of Economic
Security data classification provided.

Other bills to be announced.

Subcommittee on Rules/RULES &
LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
400N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Betty McCollum

Agenda: Permanent Rules of the House.

6 p.m.

Legislative Commission on

Pensions and Retirement

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Richard Jefferson

Agenda: HF99 (Brown) Public employees prior
service credit purchase authorized.

SF234 (Solon); HF293 (Jaros) St. Louis County
employee authorized service credit purchase
for on-leave military service.

HF493 (Jefferson) Minneapolis Employees Re-
tirement Fund health insurance administrative
provisions modified.

SF460 (Metzen); HF689 (Pugh) West St. Paul
Police Relief Association deceased member
spouse benefit eligibility provided.

Increase in Fire State Aid apportionments.
SF17 (Bertram); HF48 (Bertram) Firefighter
state aid funding increase provided.
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HF134 (Bertram) Firefighter state aid funding
increase provided.

HF155 (Cooper) Firefighter state aid funding
increase provided.

HF163 (Leighton) Firefighter state aid increase
provided.

HF165 (Schumacher) Firefighter state aid fund-
ing increase provided.

SF256 (Runbeck); HF313 (Hackbarth) Gross
premium insurance company tax rates changed.
HF424 (Hasskamp) Firefighter state aid fund-
ing increase provided.

HF755 (Johnson, R.) Insurance company gross
premium tax rate modified for fire, lightning,
and sprinkler coverage.

SF754 (Solon); HF864 (Jefferson) Insurance
company gross premium tax rate modified.
HF947 (Johnson, R.) Department of Correc-
tions and Department of Human Services secu-
rity unit employees provided correctional em-
ployees retirement plan coverage.

SF149 (Chandler); HF128 (McCollum) North
St. Paul city manager allowed to retain member-
ship in public employees police and fire fund.
HF223 (Skoglund) Minneapolis Employees
Retirement Fund member granted temporary
survivor benefit option.

SF643 (Langseth); HF688 (Dauner) Water qual-
ity best management practices assessment re-
quired, well sealing cost share grants increased,
and money. appropriated.

SE725 (Kelly); HF799 (Trimble) Conservation
easement assessment benefit determination,
zoning and planning, Metropolitan Council
land use decisions, and metropolitan agricul-
tural preserves provisions clarified.

HF968 (Smith) Teacher Retirement Associa-
tion member service credit purchase for previ-
ously exempt service authorized.

SF189 (Morse); HF463 (Johnson, R.) State
trooper retirement contribution rates and an-
nuity formulas modified.

SF766 (Metzen); HF923 (Johnson, R.) Correc-
tional employees contribution rates and annu-
ity formulas modified.

7 pm.

K-12 Education Finance Division/
EDUCATION

Central Middle School, White Bear Lake

Chr. Rep. Alice Johnson

Agenda: Governor'sbudget recommendations.

Joint Working Group on Victim Services/
Government Efficiency & Oversight Division/
WAYS & MEANS/JUDICIARY FINANCE
5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Howard Orenstein

Agenda: Open testimony.

THURSDAY, March 9

8 a.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
INFRASTRUCTURE &
REGULATION FINANCE

300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Jim Rice

Agenda: Public Utilities Commission.

EDUCATION

200 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Lyndon Carlson

Agenda: HF702 (Lieder) School safety patrols
authorized to include nonpupil adults as mem-
bers.

HF868 (Johnson, A.) Children’s services assess-
ment and case management procedures report
required.

HF849 (Seagren) Education funding provisions
modified, special and community programs
provided, organization and cooperation pro-
vided, commitment to excellence provided, li-
brary provisions modified, and state agency
duties provided.

JUDICIARY FINANCE

500N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mary Murphy

Agenda: Agency budget presentations: Private
Detectives Board, Ombudsman for Corrections,
Board of Judicial Standards. (If agenda is not
completed, it will be continued later at an
announced time.)

MinnesotaCare Finance Division/
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Roger Cooper

Agenda: To be announced.

8:30 a.m.

ENVIRONMENT &

NATURAL RESOURCES FINANCE
Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Chuck Brown

Agenda: Department of Natural Resources bud-
get presentation.

10 a.m.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Bob Anderson

Agenda: To be announced.

TAXES

200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Ann H. Rest
Agenda: HF431 (Orfield) Metropolitan area
property tax equalization provided.




12:30 p.m.

Elections Division/

GENERAL LEGISLATION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS & ELECTIONS
300N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Richard Jefferson

Agenda: To be announced.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT &
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Dee Long

Agenda: HF859 (Clark) aneapohs autho-
rized to determine method for sale of unclaimed
property. .
HF715 (Schumacher) Town board adopu on of
recorded town road map damages pald to prop—
erty owners.

HF717 (Cooper) Town roads crossmg state
lands official confirmation provided. ~
HF866 (Osskopp) Home rule charter and statu
tory cities authorized to make grants to non-
profit community food shelves. ‘

COMMERCE, TOURISM &
CONSUMER AFFAIRS

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Walter Perlt

partment of Commerce commissioner and use
implemented.
Other bills may be added.

2:30 p.m.

The House meets in Session.

After Session

AGRICULTURE
200 State Office Building
Chr. Rep. Steve Wenzel

Agenda: HF622 (Tunheim) Wetland manage— 1 :

ment and protection provisions modified. -

RULES &

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION
400N State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Phil Carruthers

Agenda: Permanent Rules of the House.

One half hour after Session

Government Efficiency & ;
Oversight Division/WAYS & MEANS
5008 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Howard Orenstein

departments; abolishing the Department of
Public Safety, the Higher Education Coordinat-
ng Board, the Minnesota Racing Commission,
1e Gambling Control Board, and the Depart-

Agenda: HF817 (Marko) Residential real estate
transaction disclosure form designed by De- = 1 -

Agenda: HF1036 (Orenstein) Relating to state .

ment of Public Service; transferring certain re-
sponsibilities and personnel to other state agen-
cies; creating new agencies; reducing certain
appropriations.

(Testimony only. No vote will be taken.)

FRIDAY, March 10

8 a.m.

JointHigher Education Finance Divisionand
University of Minnesota Finance Division/
EDUCATION

Basement Hearing Room

State Office Building

Chrs. Reps. Tony Kinkel, Becky Kelso
Agenda: Overview of private colleges, Dr. Larry

~ Osnes, president, Hamline University; other

=pr1vate college faculty and students. Overview

ofp ivate college finanicial aid report, Jon McGee,
vice president, Research and Policy Develop-
ment, Minnesota Private College Council; Dr.
i kDaVld Laird, pre51denc Minnesota Private Col-

. klege Councﬂ
Subcommittee on Real Estate and Commerce/ - u

K }Ejdu don Finanée Division/

icle 11 of governor’s
recurring programs).

Government Efﬁc1ency &

Oversight Division/WAYS & MEANS

5005 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Howard Orenstein

Agenda: HF976 (Orenstein) Relating to state
government; establishing various pilot projects
to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
state agencies.

HF1036 (Orenstein) Relating to state depart-
ments; abolishing the Department of Public
Safety, the Higher Education Coordinating
Board, the Minnesota Racing Commission, the
Gambling Control Board, and the Department
of Public Service; transferring certain responsi-
bilities and personnel to other state agencies;
creating new agencies; reducing certain appro-
priations.

Testimony only, no vote.

JUDICIARY

5 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Wes Skoglund

Agenda: Public input and reaction to the legis-
lative auditor’s report, Residential Facilities for
Juvenile Offenders. Interactive TV will be used
for citizen input from Duluth.

Subcommittee on Transportation Safety/
TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT

10 State Office Building

Chr. Rep. Mark Mahon

Agenda: HF848 (Luther) Metropolitan Coun-
cil transit vehicle security measure appropria-
tions provided.

1:30 p.m.
Subcommittee on Civil Law/JUDICIARY

Basement Hearing Room
State Office Building

_ Chr. Rep. Tom Pugh
_Agenda;: Any bill not completed on March 8th
_ agenda.

- HF628 (Bishop) Parental right termination;
- presumption of refusal or neglect of parental

duties created.
HE53 (Lourey) Grandparent and great-grand-

_ parent visitation rights expanded.

HF117 (Smith) Visitation interference or denial
provided as grounds for custody order modifi-

cation.
- HF118 (Smith) Child support fund use ac-
__counting required by support recipients.

HF421 (Smith) Noncustodial parent child care
authorized in certain cases.

HF418 (Hackbarth) Child support order modi-
fication grounds established by existence of

- other children.

HEF239 (Osskopp) Marriage contracts provided
and pre-marriage counseling required.
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