








deputy registrars who have incorporated
have sold the appointments for a great
deal of money, thus a sunset was placed on
the practice. The amendment failed on a
voice vote.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) of-
fered an amendment authorizing a deputy
registrar in the city of Farmington. The
amendment was adopted. Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul) offered an
amendment allowing the city of Rochester
to complete the construction of a new
interchange at the intersection of High-
way 52 and 65th St. NW. Metzen said the
amendment will provide for a number of
permanent construction jobs. The amend-
ment was adopted.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Scott
Dibble (DFL-Mpls.), requiring the Metro

Council to consult with the Park Board
when providing bus service on parkways,
was also adopted.

Sen. Julianne Ortman (R-Chanhas-
sen) offered an amendment deleting lan-
guage making it a goal to reduce vehicle
miles driven in order to reduce green-
house gas emissions. Ortman said under
the provision the state will mandate that
Minnesotans must drive less. Dibble said
the provision is a way to provide options
for reducing green house gas emissions
by emphasizing transit. The amendment
failed on a 15-45 roll call vote.

Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.)
sponsored a bill, S.E 2043, that provides
appropriations for parks and trails. The
funds are from revenue derived by the
legacy amendment, Torres Ray said. .

Torres Ray said the measure appropriates
$28.5 million to the DNR for state parks,
$7.8 million to the DNR for regional
parks, $28.5 million to the Metropolitan
Council for metro parks and $400,000

to the University of Minnesota for a
comprehensive statewide parks and trails
framework and system inventory in the
biennium.

Torres Ray also sponsored S.E 185.
The bill extends the activities of the
Legislative Coordinating Commission
Working Group on Ethnic Heritage and
Cultural Diversity until 2011.

S.E 1651, authored by Sen. Sandy
Rummel (DFL-White Bear Lake) makes
appropriations for clean water legacy and
drinking water protection. Rummel said
the bill is based on science and had input

Dozens of participants in an Invest in Minnesota rally gather in the Capitol Rotunda Mon., May 11, to voice their support for
revenue raising options to solve the budget deficit.
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from many stakeholders. She said the
measure is dependent on citizen involve-
ment and volunteer activity. Rummel
said the bill appropriates a total of $151
million to take a statewide, long-term
approach to cleaning up and protecting
Minnesota’s waters.

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-
Fridley) offered an amendment appropri-
ating $5 million to acquire permanent
easements and restore wetlands under the
reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program to
address water quality protection under a
total maximum daily load (TMDL) plan.
Chaudhary said the program actually
cleans water and will leverage federal
funds.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said the amendment was not necessary.
She said other bills contain over $18 mil-
lion for the RIM program and that the bill
is balanced as it is. The amendment failed

on a 23-39 roll call vote. Chaudhary

sponsored a second amendment specifying
that the Board of Soil and Water Resourc-
es may adjust the technical and adminis-
trative assistance portion of the funds to
leverage federal or other nonstate funds
or to address oversight responsibilities or
high-priority needs identified in local wa-
ter management plans. The amendment
was adopted.

S.E 2060, authored by Tomassoni,
appropriates money from the arts and
cultural heritage fund. Tomassoni said the
division decided it would be best to allow
organizations that currently handle grants
to be the ones to distribute the appropria-
tions. The measure appropriates about 50
percent to the State Arts Board and about
25 percent to the Minnesota Histori-
cal Society with the balance being split
among a number of smaller arts organiza-
tion. Tomassoni said the bill is an invest-
ment in the future as well as maintaining
the state’s quality of life.

Ingebrigtsen offered an amendment
appropriating $200,000 for the Kensing-
ton Area Heritage Society to showcase
the Kensington Runestone. He said the
amendment takes the funds from the ap-
propriation for the Minnesota Historical
Society. Tomassoni opposed the amend-
ment and said the community could apply
to the Historical Society for a grant for
the project. The amendment failed on a
voice vote.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Da-
vid Senjem (R-Rochester), requiring half
of the grants to be distributed to counties
outside the Metro Area, also failed.

Metzen authored a bill, S.E 2078,

a bill aimed at providing stimulus to

the state’s construction industry. The

bill streamlines construction projects,
creates a construction loan guarantee
program, authorizes green energy revenue
bonds, provides for home purchase loans,
provides a low-income housing tax credit

Senators Linda Berglin (DFL-Minneapolis), left, and Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Minneapolis) consult during the Mon., May

11, Senate floor session.
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and provides tax abatement for newly
constructed residential structures in flood-
damaged areas. Metzen said the bill will
spur job creation throughout the state and
provide needed economic development
statewide.

Members adopted several amend-
ments. Metzen sponsored an amendment
providing clarifying language and limit-
ing the loan guarantee to projects under
$1 million rather than the original $5
million in the bill. Anderson sponsored
an amendment providing for green energy
standards.

Sen. Kenneth Kelash (DFL-Mpls.)
sponsored an amendment requiring a copy
of an executed labor peace agreement
between the developers of a hotel project
and the labor organization that is most
actively engaged in representing hotel
workers in the county where the project
will be located before becoming eligible
for a loan guarantee. Metzen asked that
the amendment not be adopted because
the language has been negotiated by nu-
merous stakeholders. Kelash withdrew the
amendment.

Kelash sponsored two measures.
S.E722 requires that information on per-
sons civilly committed, found not guilty
by reason of mental illness or incompetent
to stand trial be transmitted to the federal
National Instant Criminal Background
Check System in order to be in compli-
ance with federal law. The measure also
provides for persons prohibited under state
law from possessing a firearm to peti-
tion a court for restoration of this right,
Kelash said. Kelash offered, and members
adopted, an amendment clarifying the
petition process. S.E 1705 modifies the
Commuter Rail Corridor Coordinating
Committee membership by adding two
members representing labor.

H.E 111, authored by Sen. Terri
Bonoff (DFL-Minnetonka), requires the
State Investment Board to divest from
companies doing business in the energy
sector in Iran. S.E 848, sponsored by Sen.
Tony Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), modifies
requirements for town elections. Sen.
Rick Olseen (DFL-Harris) offered, and
members adopted two amendments. The
first specifies that a municipality having
fewer than 1,000 registered voters and
not located in a metropolitan county may
provide balloting by mail at any munici-
pal, county or state election. The second
clarifies who may serve as election judges.

S.E 203, sponsored by Sen. Gary
Kubly (DFL-Granite Falls), establishes

Dept. of Health oversight for health co-
operative arrangements and establishes an
application fee. The measure was granted
preliminary passage on a 48-14 roll call
vote. S.E 1155, carried by Sen. Sharon
Erickson Ropes (DFL-Winona), modifies
the maximum license capacity require-
ments for adult foster care providers.

S.E 548, authored by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), makes technical
changes to provisions relating to mar-
riage. Betzold said the measure makes no
substantive changes, but rather clarifies
terms and procedures and specifies forms.
Hann offered an amendment specifies that
a marriage may be solemnized only if it
is between a man and a woman. Betzold
said the amendment goes beyond the
scope of the bill by defining marriage.
Betzold questioned the germaness of the
amendment and said the amendment has
a difference purpose than the underlying
bill. Metzen ruled the amendment not
germane. Limmer appealed the ruling
of the chair. The ruling of the chair was
upheld on a 43-15 roll call vote.

S.E 1436, sponsored by Lourey, makes
changes to the Minnesota sex offender
program, creates additional oversight for
the program, creates a client grievance
process, allows access to the statewide
supervision system, makes changes to the
vocational work programs and requires
reports. Lourey said the measure is aimed
at making the program as effective as pos-
sible. Members adopted an amendment
providing for data classification.

H.E 1677, sponsored by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), makes changes to
the safe at home program. Moua ex-
plained that the program is for victims of
domestic violence. The measure excludes
registered sex offenders from the program
and limits the use of protected addresses
by landlords and local government enti-
ties.

All of the measures discussed on
General Orders were granted preliminary
approval.

Monday, May 11

Agency operations bill gains

In addition to taking action on the
health and human services omnibus ap-
propriations bill Mon., May 11, members
also granted final passage under suspen-
sion of the rules to S.E 2141. The bill,
introduced as a Rules and Administration
Committee bill, provides for the continu-

ing operation of state agencies in the
event the omnibus appropriations bills for
the agencies are not enacted. Minority
Leader David Senjem (R-Rochester) said
suspending the rules in order to consider
the bill was premature. However, mem-
bers suspended the rules on a 45-18 roll
call vote.

Majority Leader Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) said the bill allows for the
continuation of an agency for the next
fiscal year. Pogemiller said the bill is a
precautionary major to prevent any agen-
cies having to shut down. Obviously, our
preference is to pass all the omnibus bills
and have the governor sign them, Poge-
miller said. He said because of the other
body’s lie over rules, the bill was being
sent over in order to facilitate the process
should the bill become necessary.

Sen. Amy Koch (R-Buffalo) said the
bill sends the message that the Legislature
is giving up and that is the totally wrong
message. Several other members ques-
tioned why the bill requires the governor
to consult with the Legislative Advisory
Commission prior to allocating federal
funds. The bill was granted final passage
on a 45-19 roll call vote.

Members also suspended the rules in
order to grant final passage to H.E 1988.
The measure was amended to include the
language of S.E 1924. The bill, spon-
sored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
requires the commissioner of human
services to collect and report information
on managed care plans and county based
purchasing plan providers reimbursement
rates. Berglin said the bill is trying to
provide accountability for the increases
to plans and whether the increases have
been passed on to providers. The bill
gained final passage on a 49-13 roll call
vote.

Senators also granted preliminary
passage to a number of bills on General
Orders.

H.E 1760, carried by Sen. Tony
Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), makes a variety of
technical changes relating to continuing
care programs. Lourey said the measure
contains recommendations by the depart-
ment. Sen. Ann Lynch (DFL-Rochester)
offered an amendment containing the
language of S.E 501, which includes
fetal alcohol syndrome disorders under
Medical Assistance. Sen. Yvonne Prettner
Solon (DFL-Duluth) offered an amend-
ment that further defines psychologist
practice and activities. Marty offered an
amendment prohibiting health plans from
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refusing to offer, sell or issue an individual
health plan to a Minnesota resident solely
on the basis that the individual had a pre-
vious cesarean delivery. Sen. Linda Hig-
gins (DFL-Mpls.) offered an amendment
containing the language of S.E 230, which
provides for physician assistant licensure.
Lynch offered a second amendment that
allows employees of local governments to
purchase long-term care insurance under
the state’s long term insurance program.
Prettner Solon offered a second amend-
ment that provides for licensed dental
assistants and revises the scope of practice
to provide that teeth whitening is within
the scope of practice. All of the amend-
ments were adopted.

S.E 1679, authored by Sen. Thomas
Bakk (DFL-Cook), provides incentives
early retirement for public employees.
Bakk said the bill is permissive and allows
the appointing authorities to provide up
to 36 months of medical insurance for
persons eligible for retirement. Bakk said
the current difficult budget times may lead
to lay-offs and to the extent we can allow
older employees to retire and save the jobs
of younger employees who would other-
wise be laid off, we should do so. He said
the bill also prohibits persons who accept
the incentive from becoming re-employed
by the state. Bakk said there will be salary
savings in that more senior employees
would be replaced by less senior employ-
ees. The measure was granted preliminary
passage on a 43-21 roll call vote.

H.E 988, sponsored by Sen. Warren
Limmer (R-Maple Grove), prohibits the
implementation of the federal REAL ID
Act.

S.E 776, sponsored by Sen. Ron Latz
(DFL-St. Louis Park), modifies statutory
implied residential construction warran-
ties provisions. Latz said the bill is part of
a homeowner protection package against
builder or remodeler mistakes. Latz said
homeowners need to obtain a lawyer and
go to court in order to seek compensa-
tion from builders and remodelers, which
results in out-of-pocket expenses even if
the homeowner prevails. The bill requires
that the warranty be in writing and be
provided to the homeowner at the time of
signing the contract. Latz also sponsored
a bill, S.E 6, provides for homeowners to
recover damages for faulty construction.
The measure was granted preliminary
passage on a 34-29 roll call vote. S.E 470,
carried by Sen. Sandy Rummel (DFL-
White Bear Lake), adjusts the homeowner
warranty claims statute of repose.

Tuesday, May 12

False Claims Act okayed

The Tues., May 12, floor session
began with granting concurrence and
repassage to several bills.

S.E 764, sponsored by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), allows state agen-
cies to conduct meetings by telephone
or electronic means. Moua said that the
only change is a requirement that notice
of the meetings be posted on the agency’s
web site 10 days in advance. S.E 1033,
authored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-
Roseville), modifies municipality rent
control provisions. S.E 99, carried by Sen.
Jim Carlson (DFL-Eagan), requires the
proper safety restraints for children under
the age of eight and shorter than four feet
nine inches while they are passengers in
motor vehicles. The bill also modifies seat
belt requirements to align with the child
restraint provisions.

Members also granted preliminary
passage to two measures on General
Orders. S.E 82, sponsored by Sen. Ron
Latz (DFL-St. Louis Park), is the Min-
nesota False Claims Act. Latz said the bill
is aimed at aiding recovery of funds from
individuals who make false claims against
the state. Latz said the bill also provides a
financial incentive for those who inform
the state that a business is knowingly
submitting false claims. In addition, Latz
said the bill provides for triple the amount
of the fraud recovered by the state. Latz
said businesses are not liable for inadver-
tent mistakes under the bill. Latz offered
an amendment clarifying that individu-
als may not use the False Claims Act to
harass an employer. The amendment was
adopted.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) of-
fered an amendment that provides a right
to cure in which a company that had no
intent to commit fraud may pay the actual
damages within 45 days of learning of the
fraud. Latz opposed the amendment and
said the language destroys the bill. He
said the amendment does not remedy the
underlying intent to commit fraud. He
said the amendment amounts to a get out
of jail free card. Betzold said the amend-
ment is designed to take care of instances
in which the fraud is inadvertent. Latz
said the bill already provides protection
for inadvertent mistakes or negligence.
The amendment was adopted on a 41-16
roll call vote.

Betzold offered a second amendment
that uses $2 million in unencumbered

funds in the Office of Attorney General to
pay for the costs in the bill. The amend-
ment was adopted. Moua offered an
amendment providing that the investiga-
tory powers in the bill are limited to the
Office of Attorney General. Moua said the
bill provides prosecuting attorneys with
investigatory power, but the amendment
restricts the investigatory powers to the
attorney general. She said the bill allows
local prosecutors too broad an author-

ity. Moua withdrew the amendment and
offered a second amendment specifying
that the attorney general has the power to
investigate the fraud cases. The amend-
ment was adopted.

S.E 107, sponsored by Sen. Ann Rest
(DFL-New Hope), expands the abilities
of the Legislative Auditor to conduct
investigations, strengthens provisions
prohibiting the misuse of state funds and
prescribes criminal penalties.

Both bills were granted preliminary
passage on voice votes.

Wednesday, May 13

Bills given final passage

The first portion of the Wed., May
13, floor session was marked by granting
concurrence and repassage to one bill and
final passage to a number of bills on the
Senate Calendar.

Senators agreed to accept the House
amendments to S.E 910 and repassed the
bill. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Da-
vid Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm), clarifies
the definition of independent contractors
for truckers and messengers/couriers for
workers compensation and unemployment
compensation purposes.

H.E 1760, authored by Sen. Tony
Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) changes provisions
for long-term care, suicide prevention,
developmental disabilities, alternative
care services and data management. S.E
1679, authored by Sen. Thomas Bakk
(DFL-Cook), authorizes early retirement
incentives for public employees. Sen.
Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove) spon-
sored H.E 988, which prohibits the REAL
ID Act implementation. Sen. Sandy Rum-
mel (DFL-White Bear Lake) carried H.E
412, which adjusts the statute of repose
for homeowner warranty claims. Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) authored S.E 107,
which strengthens laws prohibiting the
misuse of state funds.

Sen. Ron Latz (DFL-St. Louis Park)
authored three bills. H.E 420 requires that
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existing statutory implied residential con-
struction warranties be made as express
warranties. H.E 239 allows homeowners
to recover damages incurred due to faulty
construction. S.E 82 establishes the Min-
nesota False Claims Act.

Lourey sponsored S.F. 1284, which
makes numerous technical changes to
lawful gambling provisions. H.E 417,
authored by Bakk, provides recovery of
damages and attorney fees for breach of
commercial insurance policies. S.E 805,
carried by Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-
Grand Rapids) directs the commissioner
of natural resources to increase timber
sales based on appraised value only and
authorizes a forest management lease pilot
project. Sen. Dan Skogen (DFL-Hewitt)
authored a bill, H.E 534, which regulates
certificates of insurance authorization and
issuance.

Sen. Lisa Fobbe (DFL-Zimmerman)
carried H.E 1275, which modifies sewage
treatment systems. S.E 763, sponsored by
Sen. Mee Moua (DFL-St. Paul), requires
a notice of restoration of civil rights. S.E
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1369, authored by Sen. Steve Murphy
(DFL-Red Wing), consolidates and relo-
cates nursing facility beds to a new site in
Goodhue County. Sen. David Tomassoni
(DFL-Chisholm) carried S.E 79, which
authorizes the Central Iron Range Sani-
tary Sewer District.

Variety of bills gain

In addition to acting on several om-
nibus appropriations bills, Senators also
devoted much of the Wed., May 13, floor
session to considering bills on General
Orders.

H.E 804, carried by Sen. Mee Moua
(DFL-St. Paul), makes changes in guard-
ian and conservators provisions in the
Uniform Probate. S.E 1600, authored by
Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope), creates
technology accessibility standards for the
state and establishes an advisory commit-
tee for technology standards for accessibil-
ity. Rest said that many disabled Minneso-
tans are unable to access some Minnesota
Web sites and software distributed by state
agencies and the bill would aid in making

these sites more accessible to persons with
disabilities.

S.E 1154, authored by Sen. Sharon
Erickson Ropes (DFL-Winona), makes
technical changes to licensing provisions
for social workers. S.E 251, carried by
Betzold, clarifies the definition of motor
vehicle in the statutory provision deeming
the driver to be the agent of the owner in
case of an accident.

H.E 265, carried by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), clarifies
references and provides for the collection
of property related to disposition of items
on death. Scheid offered an amendment
providing that a written instrument that
is witnessed or notarized prevails over a
written instrument that is not witnessed
or notarized in a dispute involving more
than one written instrument. The motion
was adopted by the body.

S.E 704, authored by Sen. Kevin
Dahle (DFL-Northfield), requires the
Health Information Technology and In-
frastructure Advisory Committee to make
recommendations regarding technology
standards and tools. S.E 1208, sponsored
by Sen. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls.), modi-
fies provisions governing Medical Assis-
tance claims and liens.

S.E 534, sponsored by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), authorizes
the arrest of juveniles who escape from
custody on an allegation or adjudication
of a delinquent act. Murphy offered an
amendment clarifying that the bill applies
to juveniles escaping from custody at
Red Wing. Murphy also authored a bill,
S.E 1016, that provides for Minnesota
First bonds to be sold. Murphy said the
bonds allow ordinary citizens to invest in
the state by allowing them to buy state
bonds. A third bill carried by Murphy, S.E
2127, appropriates funds to the city of St.
Charles to help the city rebound after a
major fire at Northstar Foods.

H.E 330, sponsored by Sen. Lisa
Fobbe (DFL-Zimmerman), extends the
notification period from six months to one
year for homeowners to notify contrac-
tors of defects. H.E 362, carried by Sen.
Kevin Dahle (DFL-Northfield), eliminates
a requirement that homeowner’s notice
to a building contractor of a construction
defect be in writing and requires instead
actual notice.

S.E 660, authored by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), provides for automatic
voter registration for drivers license ap-
plicants and requires the secretary of state
to check data bases for voter registration
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system maintenance. Sen. Chris Gerlach
(DFL-Apple Valley) offered an amend-
ment deleting the provision for automatic
voter registration for driver’s license ap-
plicants. Gerlach said currently, a person
must take an affirmative action in order
to register to vote. Marty said that the
measure provides cost savings for local
governments. In addition, Marty said that
the bill does not force anyone to vote and
that there is an opportunity for individuals
to decline to be registered. The amend-
ment failed on a 19-46 roll call vote.

S.E 561, sponsored by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), requires a study on
the collection and reporting of summary
data relating to decisions that affect a
child’s status within the juvenile justice
system. Moua offered an amendment pro-
viding for a map of funding for children’s
services throughout the state. The amend-
ment was ruled not germane.

S.E 1314, sponsored by Sen. Paul
Koering (R-Fort Ripley) provides for the
acquisition of easements.

All of the measures were granted
preliminary approval. However, two bills
failed to gain preliminary passage.

H.E 211, carried by Sen. Kathy
Saltzman (DFL-Woodbury), regulates
recovery for breaches related to statutory
housing warranties. Sen. Bill Ingebrigtsen
(R-Alexandria) offered an amendment
adding prevailing party ability to recover
attorney’s fees. Sen. Julianne Ortman
(R-Chanhassen) offered an amendment
changing the remedy action effective date.
Both amendments failed to be adopted.
The measure failed to be approved on a
31-32 roll call vore.

S.E 1125, carried by Pappas, autho-
rizes the appointment county auditor-trea-
surers and allows counties to consolidate
the offices of auditor and treasurer. Pap-
pas said the bill provides for a statewide
general law that will allow the county
offices to be made appointive without the
mandatory referendum currently required
under the general law. Currently, counties
must request special legislation to allow
for the combination and appointment of
the offices. The measure failed to gain
approval on a 30-37 roll call vote.

After granting final passage to the
E-12 omnibus education funding bill,
members again turned their attention
to the consideration of bills on General
Orders.

Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn
Park) sponsored the omnibus liquor bill.
H.E 1476 makes numerous changes in

liquor licensing, authorizes liquor licenses,
provides for wine tastings, and extends
on-sale hours at the airport terminals.
Scheid said the bill also provides for liquor
sales at amateur athletic events, prohibits
limiting the sale of liquor to premium
seating areas or suites at the University of
Minnesota facilities, and allows the Dulu-
th Entertainment and Convention Center
Authority to sell liquor at the arena dur-
ing intercollegiate hockey games. Scheid
offered three amendments, all of which
were adopted. The first authorizes a liquor
license for a specific address in Minneapo-
lis if approved by the city. The second
clarifies language relating to wine tasting.
The third amendment specifies that if the
University of Minnesota is going to serve
or sell alcoholic beverages in premium
seating areas, the University must serve

or sell alcoholic beverages throughout the
stadium.

H.E 818, carried by Sen. Mee Moua
(DFL-St. Paul), provides protections for
vulnerable adults against financial ex-
ploitation and provides a cause of action
for financial exploitation. The bill also
provides for investigations of financial
exploitation.

H.E 1505, authored by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), authorizes the
commissioner of public safety to gather
and compile data on human trafficking
every two years, increases criminal penal-
ties for the promotion of prostitution and
sex trafficking offenses, expands the sex
trafficking and labor trafficking crimes and
expands the prostitution penalty en-
hancement provision for repeat offenders.
Pappas offered an amendment deleting
provisions in the bill relating to civil ac-
tions, the posting of notices of trafficking
activities in liquor establishment and the
use of automobiles in prostitution of-
fenses. Pappas said the provisions are not
included in the other body’s version of the
bill and because it is so late in the session
the amendment will not require the bill
to go to conference. The amendment was
adopted.

Sen. Rick Olseen (DFL-Harris)
sponsored a bill, H.E 668, that provides
postcrash procedures in accidents involv-
ing school buses. S.E 711, carried by Sen.
John Marty (DFL-Roseville), provides
notice to parents receiving services for
children with developmental disabilities
that the aid may be considered taxable
income.

All the measures were granted pre-
liminary approval.

Thursday, May 14

Preliminary passage granted

During the early afternoon portion of
the Thurs., May 14, floor session, members
devoted their time to granting preliminary
passage to several bills on General Orders.

S.E 358, carried by Sen. Kevin Dahle
(DFL-Northfield), is a resolution that
urges the U.S. Congress to not reauthorize
the No Child Left Behind Act in its cur-
rent form. Sen. Geoff Michel (R-Edina)
said he supports the resolution and thinks
there needs to be reform so that local
school boards carry more weight in the
system.

S.E 1778, sponsored by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), is a reso-
lution for congressional opposition to
federal insurance charter legislation. Sen.
Steve Dille (R-Dassel) carried S.E 133,
which is a resolution asking Congress to
oppose legislation interfering with the
ability of the state to transport or process
horses. Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
authored a bill, S.E 798, which removes
the fee limit for state agencies agents or
attorneys.

S.E 182, carried by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), establishes
legislative and congressional district-
ing principles and creates a redistricting
commission. Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-
Red Wing) opposed the measure. He said
the task of redistricting should be in the
hands of the Legislature, not in the hands
of a small group of individuals who sit on
a commission. Murphy moved that the
bill be stricken from General Orders and
re-referred to the Committee on Rules
and Administration. The motion did not
prevail.

Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope)
authored a number of bills. S.E. 1708 is a
resolution for a congressional delegation
to sponsor the Main Street Fairness Act.
S.E 745 modifies provisions regarding
election vacancies during the nomination
process. H.E 519 regulates shoreland areas
nonconforming lots. Sen. Thomas Bakk
(DFL-Cook) offered an amendment that
requires any appeal to be filed within 60
days of the final decision of the govern-
ing body. The amendment was adopted.
Sen. Claire Robling (R-Jordan) proposed
an amendment that states that a non-
conforming structure with less than 75
percent damage does not have to have the
setback increased. The previous percent-
age in the bill was 50 percent, Robling
said. The amendment did not prevail.
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H.E 1849 modifies local government
mandates. Sen. Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest
Lake) offered an amendment that clarifies
that a newspaper must distribute at least
400 copies to paying subscribers in order
to qualify to charge a fee for the publica-
tion of public notices. The amendment
was adopted. S.E 1219 proposes to set up
licensing standards for full-time firefight-
ers in the state.

Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.)
sponsored S.E 1509, which modifies provi-
sions for child care programs, program
integrity, adult supports and the Minne-
sota family investment program. Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul) proposed an amend-
ment that would add language instruct-
ing the commissioner to conduct a study
and evaluation of money used to support
children. The motion prevailed.

Sen. John Doll (DFL-Burnsville)
sponsored a bill, S.E 767, which modifies
metropolitan government water manage-
ment plan review requirements. Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) sponsored
H.E 348, which modifies provisions limit-
ing the practice of law by deputy sher-
iffs and coroners. Members adopted an
amendment that removes the prohibition
of a deputy sheriff to act as an attorney,
as long as the deputy sheriff is acting with
the approval of the appointing sheriff. S.E
1235, carried by Sen. John Mary (DFL-
Roseville), establishes youth violence
prevention programs for at-risk youth.

All bills taken up were granted pre-
liminary passage.

In other action, members approved
several gubernatorial appointments.
Douglas Fuller and Patrick Sexton were
confirmed as members of the Board on
Judicial Standards. James Cox, Wayne
Enger, Scott Rall and Robert Schroeder
were confirmed as members of the Lessard
Outdoor Heritage Council. Senators also
confirmed J. Dennis O’Brien to the Public
Utilities Commission and Sheryl Ramstad
as Tax Court Judge.

Historical database available

The Legislative Reference Library
has developed a database, “Legislators
Past and Present,” containing information
about Legislators who have served since
territorial times. The database’s informa-
tion was compiled from official legislative
directories, obituaries, news clippings,
family files and other sources. It contains
information about terms of service, educa-
tion, occupation, party or caucus affilia-
tions, leadership positions, represented
communities and more.

The database also includes informa-
tion about Minnesota Legislators who
served in other government functions,
ranging from the local level to the nation-
al level. For example, almost two dozen
Legislators have served on the University
of Minnesota Board of Regents; the most
recent is current Regent and former Sen-
ate Majority and Minority Leader Dean
E. Johnson. The database even indicates
which Minnesota Legislators also served
in another state’s legislature; there have
been at least 15, and the number may
climb as more information is compiled.

“Legislators Past and Present” is avail-
able online at http://www.leg.state.mn.us/
legdb/index.asp
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With less than 3 hours left before
the legislative session constitu-
tional midnight deadline, night-
fall envelopes the Capitol Mon.,
May 18.
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vote tally on an omnibus tax bill Mon., May 18.

Tax bill passed

The final portion of the 86th Legisla-
tive Session came to a raucus close just
moments before midnight, Mon., May 18,
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as Republican Senators objected to the
passage of an omnibus tax proposal, H.E
2323. Sen. Tom Bakk (DFL-Cook) said
the measure completed the work of the
Senate by sending a balanced budget to
the governor.

Bakk explained the conference com-
mittee report on the omnibus tax bill and
said the bill includes much of the lan-
guage from an earlier bill, H.E 885. The
measure raises over $1 billion in revenue
through a fourth tier income tax bracket,
increased excise taxes on liquor, and a
surtax on interest income, Bakk said. He
said the bill also provides an investment
tax credit and an upfront sales tax exemp-
tion on capital equipment. The measure
also provides for an E-12 education aid
payment shift and a property tax recogni-
tion shift.

Several members objected to con-
sidering the measure with just minutes
left in the session. Bakk said most of the
provisions had been passed by the Senate
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earlier. Over the objections of many mem-
bers of the minority caucus, the bill was
granted repassage on a 35-1 roll call vote.

The Senate adjourned until Thurs.,
Feb 4, 2010.

Outdoor and cultural heritage bill
passed

In the waning hours of the Session,
Members also granted concurrence and
repassage to the bill appropriating money
from constitutionally dedicated funds.
H.E 1231, carried by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul), provides funding for out-
door heritage projects, clean water proj-
ects, parks and trails and arts and cultural
heritage purposes. Cohen said the major
changes in the bill relate to accountability
and governance. Sen. Bill Ingebrigtsen
(R-Alexandria) said the conference com-
mittee report was an excellent product of
the negotiations between the House and
Senate.
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Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-Grand Rap-
ids) explained portions of the bill relating
to outdoor heritage projects and Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) explained
the clean water projects and the parks and
trails portions of the bill. Anderson said
the measure sets Minnesota on the path to
providing clean water for years to come.
She said the parks and trails projects in
the bill are statewide and that planning
provisions in the bill will enable Minneso-
tans to enjoy parks throughout the state.

Cohen explained the arts programs
in the bill. He said the difficulty was that
there were so many projects that deserve
greater funding, but that the bill does sup-
port the State Arts Board, the Minnesota
Historical Society, and the Minnesota
Humanities Center. In addition, Cohen
said the measure also provides support for
libraries throughout the state.

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Frid-
ley) said the bill is the result of ten years
work in getting the legacy amendment on
the ballot, getting the amendment passed
and determining the allocation of the ap-
propriations.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) said the bill is unique in that it ap-
propriates funds approved by the people
of the state. Frederickson said, “We have
an obligation to protect and enhance the
resources of the state.” He said water is an
icon for the state as are the arts. “We are
passing this bill, not so much for us, but
for our grandchildren,” said Frederickson.

Majority Leader Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) said, “It is important for fu-
ture Legislatures to follow the constitution
in appropriating future expenditures.” He
said passage of the bill is a proud moment
for the state of Minnesota.

Members adopted the conference
committee report and repassed the bill on
a unanimous roll call vorte.

Seat belt, medical marijuana
passed

Senators devoted the first portion of
the evening floor session Mon., May 18,
to the approval of numerous conference
committee reports. In addition, members
granted concurrence and repassage to a
bill making seat belt violations a primary
offense.

H.E 108, carried by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), makes seat belt
violation a primary offense in all seating
positions regardless of age.

Murphy said the House added a
provision to the bill allowing the driver of
a motor vehicle to pass another vehicle up
to 10 miles per hour over the speed limit
without incurring a citation for speeding.

Sen Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest Lake)
offered an amendment to increase the
speed allowance from 10 miles per hour to

12 miles per hour. The amendment failed.

Vandeveer moved to refer the measure to
the Transportation Committee. The mo-
tion was not adopted. Vandeveer offered
another amendment allowing a county,
by resolution of its governing body, to
prohibit primary enforcement of seat

belt laws. The amendment also failed.
Vandeveer offered a third amendment
allowing towns to opt out of primary seat
belt enforcement. The amendment failed
to gain adoption. Vandeveer offered a
final amendment allowing cities to opt
out of primary seat belt enforcement. The
amendment failed to gain adoption.

Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-Ch-
isholm) spoke against the bill and said it
doesn’t guarantee that young drivers will
buckle up. Furthermore, he said the state
already has a seat belt law and the bill will
only hurt average drivers who are already
financially struggling in a tough economy
and can’t afford the fine.

Sen. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls.) said
the bill will save numerous young lives
and will eventually end up saving the
state money that it would have normally
spent on highway fatalities.

Murphy said the bill is meant to sim-
ply keep young drivers safe. He said that
young drivers only make up for six percent
of the drivers on the roads in Minnesota,
yet they account for 12 percent of fatali-
ties.

The bill was granted final passage on
a roll call vote of 44-20.

S.E 97, carried by Murphy, provides
for the medical use of marijuana. Murphy
said the conference committee removed
the “grow your own” provision from the
bill. He said the committee also added
language to the bill limiting the use of
marijuana for medical purposes to patients
who are terminally ill.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Jordan) said
the use of marijuana for medical purposes
should not be debated on a state level and
needs be addressed federally by the FDA
before states draft their own legislation.

The conference committee report was
adopted and the bill was granted final pas-
sage on a roll call vote of 38-28.

Closing resolutions okayed

The Rules and Administration
Committee, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) met Sun., May
17, and Mon., May 18, to process several
closing resolutions that provide for the
ongoing operations of the Senate during
the interim.

Members approved a resolution, S.R.
104, that allocates the duties of the Secre-
tary of the Senate between the Secretary
of the Senate (Administrative) and the
Secretary of the Senate (Legislative). In
addition, a resolution, S.E 103, modifying
the Senate rule relating to the rotation of
committee chairs was also approved. The
rule provides that a member may not serve
as the chair of the same standing com-
mittee or the same division of a standing
committee, or a committee or division
with substantially the same jurisdiction
for more than three consecutive Senate
terms. The modification provides that a
chair whose third term ends in a year end-
ing in one may serve a fourth consecutive
term of no more than two years.

Members also approved a concurrent
resolution setting the start day of the 2010
Legislative Session. Pogemiller said that
in consultation with the House, it was
decided that the next regular session will
begin on Thurs., Feb. 4, 2010.

Committee members also processed
the annual technical corrections bill, S.E
2135. The measure, carried by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), makes technical
corrections to bills passed over the course
of the session.

Information Services

The Senate Information Office is
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public printed
materials and handle inquiries about Sen-
ate committee meetings, Senate districts,
Senate telephone numbers, bill reference
numbers and status and bill sponsorship.
Interested citizens may also request copies
of bills.

If you want to know the name of your
Senator or have any other questions about
the Minnesota Senate, call 651-296-0504
(tty 651-296-0250).

The Senate Information Office also
has toll-free telephone numbers. The
numbers are: 1-888-234-1112 (voice) and
1-888-234-1216 (tty). Staff members are
available to answer questions about the
Senate and the legislative process.
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Conference committee reports
gain

Members devoted the afternoon
portion of the Fri., May 15, floor session
to approving a variety of measures on the
Senate Calendar and to processing numer-
ous conference committee reports.

Conference committee reports gain-
ing repassage ranged from a bill providing
a gross vehicle weight for the Stillwater
Lift Bridge to a bill modifying reverse
mortgages.

S.E 1091, carried by Sen. Ray
Vandeveer (R-Forest Lake), requires the
commissioner of Transportation to impose
a gross vehicle weight limit of 26,000
pounds on the Stillwater Lift Bridge over
the St. Croix River. Vandeveer said
the only change recommended by the
conference committee was some clean-up
language related to marked Trunk High-
way 36 vehicle length restriction signs.
Members adopted the conference commit-
tee report and repassed the bill.

S.E 657, sponsored by Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), provides direc-
tion for the use of federal stimulus money
for energy programs. Anderson said the
measure appropriates $196.8 million
received by the state from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act for the
state energy program, the weatherization
assistance program and energy efficiency
and conservation block grants. She said
changes recommended by the confer-
ence committee include modifications to
money designated for training programs
and competitive and outreach grants
related to renewable energy programs.
She said a provision regarding background
checks was also stricken from the bill by
the committee. Sen. David Hann (R-Eden
Prairie) spoke against the bill and said
states should not accept federal stimulus
funds because it increases the federal defi-
cit. However, Anderson countered that if
Minnesota does not take the funds, some
other state will. In addition, Anderson
said the funding in the bill will provide for
good paying jobs. Members adopted the
conference committee report and repassed
the bill by a vote of 53-8.

S.E 489, carried by Sen. Tarryl Clark
(DFL-St. Cloud), provides reverse mort-
gage provisions modifications. Clark said
the conference committee recommended

a small change in language related to
suitability and changed the bill’s effec-
tive date to August 1 to allow all affected
parties the opportunity to fully prepare
for the activities outlined in the measure.
Members adopted the conference commit-
tee report and repassed the bill by a vote
of 65-2.

H.E 523, sponsored by Sen. Kathy
Saltzman (DFL-Woodbury), modifies
school background check requirements
relating to disciplinary actions. Saltzman
said the conference committee provided
some technical modifications related
to investigations of disciplinary actions
taken against prospective teachers. The
bill was approved by the body and granted
final passage.

Senators also granted final passage to
numerous bills on the Senate Calendar.

H.E 804, carried by Sen. Mee Moua
(DFL-St. Paul), modifies provisions gov-
erning guardians and conservators. S.E
1154, authored by Sen. Sharon Erickson-
Ropes (DFL-Winona), changes licensing
provisions for social work. S.E 251, spon-
sored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
clarifies the definition of “motor vehicle”
in the statutory
provision deeming the driver to be the
agent of the owner in case of accident.
H.E 265, carried by Sen. Linda Scheid
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), clarifies refer-
ences and provides for the collection of
property related to disposition of items
on death. H.E 1476, the omnibus liquor
bill, also carried by Scheid, makes numer-
ous changes in liquor licensing provisions,
authorizes liquor licenses, provides for
wine tastings, and extends on-sale hours
at the airport terminals.

S.E 1208, authored by Sen. Scott
Dibble (DFL-Mpls.), modifies provisions
governing Medical Assistance claims and
liens. S.E 534, carried by Sen. Steve Mur-
phy (DFL-Red Wing), adds gross misde-
meanor violations of escape from custody
to the statute authorizing peace officers
to arrest an individual without a warrant.
S.E 1016, also carried by Murphy, autho-
rizes the sale of Minnesota First bonds and
appropriates money to the commissioner
of finance for the sale of the bonds. S.E
2127, sponsored by Murphy, reimburses
the city of St. Charles for lost revenue
due to destruction by fire at the Northern
Foods facility.

H.E 330, carried by Sen. Lisa Fobbe
(DFL-Zimmerman), provides homeown-
ers with a longer period within which to

notify contractors of construction defects.
H.E 362, sponsored by Sen. Kevin Dahle
(DFL-Northfield), eliminates a require-
ment that homeowner’s notice to build-
ing contractor of construction defect be
in writing. H.E 1053, carried by Sen.
John Marty (DFL-Roseville), provides for
automatic voter registration of applicants
for a driver’s license. S.E 1314, authored
by Sen. Paul Koering (R-Fort Ripley),
authorizes acquisition of easements at
Camp Ripley.

S.E 1708, authored by Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope), is a resolution for
congressional delegation to sponsor and
support the Main Street Fairness Act. S.E
745, also authored by Rest, modifies elec-
tion vacancies in nomination provisions.
Rest sponsored three more bills, S.E 1219,
which creates licensing standards for full-
time firefighters, H.E 1849, which reduces
mandates upon local units of government,
and H.E 519, which regulates noncon-
forming lots in shoreland areas.

H.E 818, carried by Moua, autho-
rizes disclosure of financial records in
connection with financial exploitation
investigations related to vulnerable adults.
H.E 668, sponsored by Sen. Rick Olseen
(DFL-Harris), provides for postcrash
procedures for a school bus in the event of
an accident. S.E 711, authored by Marty,
provides notice to parents receiving
services for children with developmental
disabilities that the aid may be considered
taxable income. S.E 358, authored by
Dahle, is a resolution against reauthoriz-
ing No Child Left Behind Act. S.E 1778,
carried by Scheid, is resolution for con-
gressional opposition to federal insurance
charter legislation. S.E 133, sponsored by
Dille, is a resolution urging congressional
opposition to horse transport and process-
ing legislation.

H.E 1505, sponsored by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), modifies provi-
sions related to sex trafficking. H.E 348,
carried by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul), modifies and removes provisions
limiting the practice of law by deputy
sheriffs and coroners.

S.E 767, authored by Sen. John Doll
(DFL-Burnsville), clarifies metropolitan
government water management plan
requirements. The bill was originally
approved by the body, but a motion to re-
consider the bill was made by Sen. David
Hann (R-Eden Prairie). Sen. Pat Pariseau
(R-Farmington) offered an amendment
allowing units of government additional




DFL legislative leaders, from left, Sen. Tarryl Clark (DFL-St. Cloud), Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), Speaker Mar-
garet Anderson Kelliher (DFL-Mpls.) and Rep. Tony Sertich (DFL-Chisholm) meet with members of the Capitol Press Corps
outside the Governor’s Office following budget negotiations Sat., May 16.

time related to comprehensive plan
reviews. Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-
Fridley) spoke against the amendment,
which hindered the unanimous approval
needed to grant adoption of the amend-
ment. The bill was again granted approval
after the second vote.

S.E 182, authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), enacts statutory
principles to govern redistricting plans
and creates a redistricting commission to
recommend to the Legislature the bound-
aries of legislative and congressional dis-
tricts. The commission will consist of five
retired judges of the appellate or district
courts of the state who have not served in
a party designated or party endorsed posi-
tion. The Majority Leader of the Senate,
the Minority Leader of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House, and the Minority
Leader of the House would each appoint
one judge. The four judges thus appointed
would choose the fifth judge.

The bill was granted final passage,
but Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
moved to reconsider the bill. Murphy said
that redistricting is the job of the Legisla-
ture and should not be done by a com-
mission whose members are appointed by
the Legislature’s leaders. Murphy said the
makeup of the commission would likely
not be culturally diverse and thus the
district lines would not be drawn fairly or
with consideration for the many minority
groups that now reside in Minnesota. The
motion to reconsider bill was approved,
but the bill was repassed after a second
vote.

Members granted final passage to all
bills on the calendar.

Pension bill okayed

Senators also granted final passage to
S.E 191, the omnibus pension bill, by des-
ignating the measure as a Special Order.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), chief
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author, said the bill makes various changes
needed to accommodate the dissolu-
tion of the Minnesota Post Retirement
Investment Fund, redefines the value of
pension plan assets for actuarial reporting
purposes, revises various disability benefit
provisions of the general state employees
retirement plan, the correctional state
employees retirement plan and the State
Patrol retirement plan. Betzold said
the bill does not contain the governor’s
proposal to remove some employees from
the correctional state employees retire-
ment plan. He said the bill also establishes
a voluntary statewide lump-sum volunteer
firefighter retirement plan administered by
the Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation, and increases teacher retirement
plan member and employer contributions.
Betzold said the Teachers Retirement
Association (TRA) fund is deteriorating,
partly because of the decline in the stock
market. To help make up the difference,
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the bill requires additional payments from
the state to help the school districts avoid
levying for the additional funds. In addi-
tion, employees are required to increase
their contributions by two percent, but
there will be an additional benefit.

Betzold offered an amendment delet-
ing a provision that allows Legislators to
transfer from the Minnesota state retire-
ment system for unclassified employees to
the Minnesota state retirement general
plan. The amendment was adopted on a
59-0 roll call vote.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Jordan)
offered an amendment that deletes the
language relating to the TRA and directly
addresses the deficiency by increasing
both the employee and employer con-
tribution by one quarter of one percent.
Robling said the amendment also does
not provide for the additional benefit for
employees. Robling said there may come
a time when the fund is solvent that ad-
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ditional benefits may be considered, but
now is not the time. Betzold said some-
thing has to be done about the fund and
that promises made about pensions must
be kept. Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
spoke in support of the amendment and
said the money to pay for the benefit
increase was not budgeted for and that
to approve the bill is irresponsible. The
amendment was adopted.

However, members approved a
motion to reconsider the amendment
on a 45-20 roll call vote. The vote on
the amendment was then retaken. The
amendment failed on a 31-34 roll call
vote.

An amendment, sponsored by Sen.
Julie Rosen (R-Fairmont), deleted all the
language relating to the TRA. Betzold
opposed the amendment and said not do-
ing anything to bring the fund back into
balance is the worst possible alternative.
The amendment failed on a 23-38 vote.

The bill was granted final passage on
a43-22 roll call vote.

Members also considered a number of
measures on General Orders for prelimi-
nary passage. Sen. Scott Dibble (DFL-
Mpls) carried H.E 1250, which modifies
provisions to electric vehicles infrastruc-
ture regulations. S.E 1797, sponsored by
Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.),
provides for the development of an inven-
tory of early childhood services.

Sen. Mary Olson (DFL-Bemidji)
carried H.E 705, which requires high
deductible health plans used with a health
savings account to cover preventive care
without a deductible so as to promote
preventive care. Sen. Yvonne Prettner So-
lon (DFL-Duluth) offered an amendment
specifying that high deductible health
plans may cover preventive care, rather
than requiring the coverage of preventive
care without a deductible. The amend-
ment was adopted.

In commemoration of National Police Officers Memorial Day, Eden Prairie and Minnetonka police officers stand vigil at the

Peace Officers Memorial on the Capitol grounds Fri., May 15.
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Conferees put the finishing touches on an omnibus tax bill only one hour prior to the midnight constitutional deadline for ad-
journment Mon., May 18.

H.E 1745, sponsored by Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville), modifies licensing
provisions for speech language patholo-
gists, occupational therapists and licensed
health care professionals. The bill also
modifies provisions for food, beverage and
lodging establishment licensure. Mem-
bers adopted three amendments. Sen.
Ann Lynch (DFL-Rochester) offered an
amendment requiring a board to furnish
a person who makes a complaint with a
written description of the board’s com-
plaint process and actions of the board
relating to the complaint. Lynch also
offered an amendment requiring a report
on the implementation of the dental
therapist and advanced dental therapist
programs. Sen. Sharon Erickson Ropes
(DFL-Winona) includes language from
a bill making housekeeping changes in
provisions relating to the licensing of
social workers. All three amendments
were adopted.

H.E 1853, carried by Sen. Dan Sparks
(DFL-Austin), makes numerous miscel-
laneous changes in provisions relating
to commerce, Medicare plans, health
care utilization review determinations,
insurance industry trade practices and real
estate. Members adopted several amend-
ments. Sparks offered an amendment,
which was adopted, that provides for the
issuance of certificates of insurance. Sen.
Kathy Saltzman (DFL-Woodbury) spon-
sored an amendment prohibiting residen-
tial roofers from advertising or promising
to pay or rebate all or part of any appli-
cable insurance deductible. The amend-
ment was adopted. Another amendment,
offered by Sen. Charles Wiger (DFL-Ma-
plewood), requires a written notice to be

provided to all applicants for homeowners’

insurance that informs the homeowner
the insurer may elect to cancel coverage
at any time during the first 60 days follow-
ing issuance of coverage for any reason.
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The amendment was also adopted. Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) offered an
amendment, which was adopted, relating
to the data classification of University

of Minnesota investment information.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), provides
for electronic billing for medical expenses
under the no fault insurance system and
the homeowners insurance system. The
amendment was adopted. Betzold offered
an amendment containing language from
the omnibus data practices bill that clari-
fies business screening services provisions.
Dibble offered an amendment to the
amendment limiting it to data originated
in Minnesota. The amendment to the
amendment was adopted 28-23. The
amendment was adopted. Sen. Gen Olson
(R-Minnetrista) sponsored an amendment
to delete a section relating to self-insured
workers’ compensation. The amendment
was adopted.
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Eight-year-old Peyton Hill takes a nap as his father, Todd, sits in on a meeting of the
Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy Sat., May 16.
Photo by A.J. Olmscheid

H.E 1193, carried by Sen. Ron Latz
(DFL-St. Louis Park), provides for settle-
ment of various claims against the state.
S.E 963, sponsored by Sen. Julianne Ort-
man (R-Chanhassen), modifies the duties
and responsibilities of the Forensic Labo-
ratory Advisory Board. H.E 925, authored
by Dibble, provides for the comprehensive
measurement of unemployment and un-
deremployment in the state.

S.E 1623, authored by Sen. Steve
Dille (R-Dassel), is a resolution to the
president and the U.S. Congress urging
the repeal of 1863 federal legislation or-
dering the removal of the Dakota people
from Minnesota and the Dakotas.

H.E 211, carried by Saltzman, pro-
vides for the recovery of attorney fees in
statutory housing warranty breach actions.
Saltzman offered an amendment that
requires a report to the Legislature on the
homeowner warranty dispute resolution
process. The amendment was adopted.

All of the above bills gained prelimi-
nary passage.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
authored S.E 837, which increases the
percentage of votes a candidate for state-
wide or legislative office has to receive
in order to obtain public financing. Sen.
Chris Gerlach (R-Apple Valley) said the
bill makes it more difficult for third party
candidates to get a public subsidy. Pappas
said the bill provides that viable candi-
dates get public funding, but that candi-
dates who only get one or two percent of
the vote do not. The motion to approve
the bill failed on a 29-34 roll call vote.

After finishing with bills on General
Orders, Senators took action on two ad-
ditional conference committee reports.

The conference committee report on
S.E 477 was adopted and repassed. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. John Doll (DFL-
Burnsville), provides for paint manufac-
turers to implement a paint recycling pro-
gram. Members also adopted and repassed
the conference committee report on S.E
1147. Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.),
chief author, said the measure modifies

provisions governing orders to secure
vacant property, specifies notice require-
ments, modifies provisions governing the
reduced redemption period for abandoned
property, establishes a duty to protect
vacant foreclosed property and provides
for the imposition of fines for failure to
maintain property.

Saturday, May 16

Final passage granted

The afternoon portion of the Sat.,
May 16, floor session was devoted to
granting concurrence and repassage to
several bills, passing conference com-
mittee reports and granting final passage
to a number of measures on the Senate
Calendar.

The first measure up for concurrence
and repassage was S.E. 79, authored by
Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm).
The bill authorizes the Central Iron
Range Sanitary Sewer District. Tomassoni
said the changes made by the other body
were slight. Members granted concurrence
and repassage to the measure.

S.E 1284, authored by Sen. Tony
Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), was granted con-
currence and repassage by members. The
bill modifies lawful gambling provisions,
Lourey said. He said the other body only
took out one small section of the bill, and
the bill is otherwise exactly as members
passed earlier in the week.

Members also took up a number
of bills for final passage on the Senate
Calendar.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
carried H.E 1529, which removes a dollar
limitation on attorney or agent fees in
certain cases. Sen. Scott Dibble (DFL-
Mpls.) authored H.E 1250, which modi-
fies electric vehicle infrastructure regula-
tion provisions. Dibble also carried H.E
925, which expands the official measure
of unemployment. H.E 1745, sponsored
by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
modifies provisions for speech language
pathologists and occupational therapists
and requires the commissioner of health
to enroll pharmacies in the pediatric vac-
cine administration program. Sen. Dan
Sparks (DFL-Austin) carried H.E 1853,
which modifies several commerce provi-
sions regarding licenses, forms, disclosures,
notices and records.

H.E 1193, authored by Sen. Ron Latz
(DFL-St. Louis Park), provides for the set-

tlement of various claims against the state.




Sen. Julianne Ortman (R-Chanhassen)
sponsored a bill, S.E 963, that modifies
duties of the Forensic Laboratory Advisory
Board. Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) carried
S.E 1623, which is a resolution urging
Congress to repeal the federal legislation
of 1863 that ordered the removal of Da-
kota people from Minnesota. Sen. Kathy
Saltzman (DFL-Woodbury) authored a
bill, H.E 211, that regulates statutory
housing warranties breach actions cost
recovery.

Members took up one conference
committee report. Sen. Lisa Fobbe (DFL-
Zimmerman) sponsored S.E 708, which
modifies provisions relating to foreclosure
consultants. She said the bill closes a
loophole in order to protect homeowners
from mortgage scams. Fobbe said the only
change made in conference committee
is the effective date, which was changed
from immediately to August 1. The bill
was repassed as amended.

H.E 1880, authored by Sen. Chris
Gerlach (R-Apple Valley), was designated
as a Special Order for final passage. The
bill requires that veterans meeting mini-
mum qualifications and claiming veterans
preference for state government employ-

ment positions receive an interview for
the position for which they apply. The bill
was granted final passage.

In other action, members took up
two measures for preliminary passage on
General Orders. Acting as a Commit-
tee of the Whole, members considered
H.E 705, authored by Sen. Mary Olson
(DFL-Bemidji). The bill requires high
deductible health plans used with a health
savings account to cover preventive care
without a deductible. Sen. Anne Lynch
(DFL-Rochester) moved that an amend-
ment, sponsored by Sen. Yvonne Prettner
Solon (DFL-Duluth), which provides high
deductible health plans may cover preven-
tive care rather than requiring the overage
of preventive care without a deductible,
be reconsidered. Sen. David Hann (R-
Eden Prairie) said the amendment is a
good addition to the bill and urged mem-
bers not to reconsider it. Members voted
not to reconsider the amendment. Sen.
Ann Lynch (DFL-Rochester) sponsored
H.E 1276, which modifies county human
services mandates and relieves counties of
certain mandates.

Both measures were granted prelimi-

Sunday, May 17

Conference reports okayed

The Senate began the Sun., May 17,
floor session by receiving veto messages
from the governor and messages from the
other body. Members granted concur-
rence and repassage to one bill, S.E 1302,
that makes modifications to sheriff fore-
closure sales procedures. Sen. Lisa Fobbe
(DFL-Zimmerman) said the bill makes
small changes to major legislation enacted
last year relating to foreclosures.

Several conference committee reports
were also adopted and repassed. S.E
722, sponsored by Sen. Kenneth Kelash
(DFL-Mpls.), requires that information
on persons civilly committed, found
not guilty by reason of mental illness, or
incompetent to stand trial be transmitted
to the federal National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System. Kelash
said the measure also allows individuals
prohibited from possessing a firearm to
petition a court for the restoration of the
right to possess a gun.

S.E 1477, authored by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-New Ulm), provides a
limited exception to the building code

Senate Republicans hold a news conference to give their perspective on the 2009 session after adjournment Tues., May 19.
Photo by David J. Oakes
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for an historic picnic shelter in Redwood
County. S.E 1012, carried by Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), provides appro-
priations of about $26 million for environ-
ment and natural resources projects under
the Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Legislative Resources. Anderson said the
main differences in the two versions of
the bill involved policy language relating
to native seeds. Anderson said the other
change allows the commission to submit
either an annual or biennial bill.

S.E 1447, authored by Sen. Tony
Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), makes a number of
housekeeping changes to human services
licensing provisions, modifies license
disqualifications and background study
requirements, requires licensure of respira-
tory therapists, provides for alternative in-
spection for day training and habilitation
programs and exempts massage therapists
working for a licensed medical profes-
sional from licensure.

Variety of bills gain final passage
The afternoon and early evening
portion of the Sun., May 17, floor session
was devoted to considering bills on the
Calendar and discussion of two bills on

General Orders. In addition, Senators
approved two resolutions relating to the
operation of the Senate.

H.E 1744, sponsored by Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope), establishes tech-
nology accessibility standards for govern-
ment operations. The bill also establishes
an advisory committee for technology
standards to determine accessibility and
usability of technology. Rest moved
to strike the amendment made to the
measure by the Rules and Administra-
tion Committee and substitute the House
language back into the House file. The
motion was unanimously adopted by the
body and the bill was granted final pas-
sage.

H.E 384, carried by Sen. Kevin Dahle
(DFL-Northfield), requires a study to sim-
plify health care administrative transac-
tions via electronically. H.E 1328, carried
by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
establishes youth violence prevention
programs for at-risk youth as a means of
addressing youth aggression from a public
health standpoint. S.E 1797, authored
by Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.),
requires the State Advisory Council on
Early Childhood Education and Care to
create an inventory of early childhood
services.

H.F 1728, sponsored by Torres Ray,
makes changes to the child care assistance
program to align payment policies with
implementation of the MEC2 state-wide
child care assistance system. The bill lifts
the ban on charging for development and
maintenance of county-initiated projects
aimed at providing more integrated ser-
vices to clients and creating more efficient
county workflow.

H.E 702, carried by Sen. Mee Moua
(DFL-St. Paul), authorizes a pilot project
to map state expenditures on programs for
children. The bill requires the collection
and reporting of specified summary data
relating to decisions that affect a child’s
status in the juvenile justice system.
Moua moved to have the amendment
made by the Rules and Administration
Committee stricken and substitute the
House language back into the measure.
The motion was unanimously adopted by
the body and the bill was granted final
passage.

H.E 705, sponsored by Sen. Mary Ol-
son (DFL-Bemidji), promotes preventive
health care by allowing high deductible
health plans used with a health savings
account to cover preventive care with no
deductible as permitted by federal law.
H.E 1276, carried by Sen. Ann Lynch
(DFL-Rochester), relieves counties of a
number of mandates related to health and
human services.

All bills on the Senate calendar were
granted final passage.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) carried three Senate resolutions.
S.R. 66 is a Senate resolution relating to
postage. Pogemiller said the resolution
reduces the stamp allotment to each Sena-
tor from 5,500 to 2,750. Sen. Amy Koch
(R-Buffalo) offered an amendment remov-
ing a provision that allows a Senator to
submit a written request to the chair of
the Rules and Administration Committee
for an additional 2,000 stamps if the need
was justified. Both the amendment and
the resolution were adopted by the body.

S.R. 103 is a Senate resolution relat-
ing to the permanent Rules of the Senate
that modifies the requirement for rotation
of committee chairs.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
offered an amendment repealing the Sen-
ate rule on the committee chairmanship
rotation procedure. Betzold said the body
needs to make a rule regarding chairman-
ship rotation and stick with it. He said
that if the body isn’t going to recognize

the rule, it might as well not even exist.
Sen. Geoff Michel (R-Edina) said ten
years is long enough for one individual to
chair a committee and the rule should not
be amended. The amendment was not
adopted.

Pogemiller said the adjustment to the
rule is very minor and only affects three
current committee chairs. The resolution
was adopted.

S.R. 104 is a Senate resolution relat-
ing to conduct of Senate business during
the interim between Sessions. Pogemiller
said the resolution provides some clarify-
ing language regarding the duties of both
the Secretary of Senate (Administrative)
and the Secretary of Senate (Legislative)
during the interim. Pogemiller said the
split of the Secretary of Senate position
was authorized earlier in the session and
resolution simply provides language to
address the split. The resolution was also
adopted.

Members granted preliminary passage
to two bills on General Orders.

H.E 354, carried by Scheid, provides
for mediation prior to commencement
of mortgage foreclosure proceedings on
homestead property.

Scheid moved to strike the amend-
ment made to the measure by the Rules
and Administration Committee and sub-
stitute the House language to the House
file. Scheid said the language is essentially
the same in both the House and Senate
files, but the language contained in the
House bill is more refined and contains
certain technical additions and specifica-
tions not mentioned in the Senate file.
The motion was unanimously adopted by
the body.

Koch offered an amendment adding
transparency to the mediation process
by requiring a report to the Legislature
on the performance of the mediation
program. The amendment also reduces
the fee paid to fund the mediation process
from $125 to $75. Koch moved to divide
the amendment and withdrew the fee
decrease portion. Members failed to adopt
the portion of the amendment requiring
the report.

Sen. Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest Lake)
offered an amendment deleting an article
from the measure relating to all fees
associated with the mediations. Scheid
said the fees are necessary to carry out the
program. She said the program will likely
save thousands of homes from foreclosure
and will save banks money that they




Following adjournment of the 2009 Legislative Session, Senate Sergeants Tom Jung,

left, and Larry Vangen put the Senate Chamber back in order shortly after midnight

Tues., May 19.

would have normally lost during foreclo-
sure proceedings. The amendment failed.

Sen. Julianne Ortman (R-Chanhas-
sen) said the mediations are not necessary
and the workload placed on the Attorney
General’s Office by the requirements
specified in the bill is unrealistic.

Moua spoke in favor of the measure
and said that the bill is aimed at keeping
thousands of Minnesota families in their
homes and saving lenders considerable
amounts of money.

Members approved the measure on a
roll call vote of 33-29.

H.E 1237, the omnibus natural
resources policy bill, carried by Sen. Sat-
veer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley), contains

miscellaneous natural resources provisions
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modifications along with the language of
the omnibus game and fish bill.

Sen. Michael Jungbauer (R-East
Bethel) offered an amendment providing
standards for use of recycled water. He
said the bill has no fiscal implications and
gives 100 percent of the control to the
Pollution Control Agency (PCA). Jung-
bauer withdrew the amendment because
he said it lacked support from the PCA.

Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-Grand
Rapids) offered an amendment to include
language related to a forest management
lease pilot project.

Sen. Gary Kubly (DFL-Granite Falls)
offered an amendment providing further
regulations related to the use and sale of
golden shiners in the state.

Sen. Dan Skogen (DFL-Hewitt) of-
fered an amendment to incorporate the
language of the state land sales bill into
the measure.

The body adopted the final three

amendments and approved the bill.

Monday, May 18

Natural resources policy bill

passed

Members gathered on Mon., May
18, for the final day of floor action for the
2009 regular Legislative Session. Mem-
bers devoted the most of the morning
session to approving conference com-
mittee reports and giving final passage
to a number of measures on the Senate
Calendar.

Members began with the confer-
ence committee report on H.F 417. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. Thomas Bakk
(DFL-Cook), provides for the recovery of
damages and attorney fees for breach of an
insurance policy. Bakk said the confer-
ence committee recommended a provision
that provides that an insured who prevails
in a claim against an insurer based on the
insurer’s breach or failure to fulfill a duty
to provide services or make payments is
entitled to recover ten percent per year
interest on monetary amounts as specified.
The provision also provides that punitive
damages or damages for nonmonetary
losses are not recoverable. He also said
provisions relating to attorney fees were
removed from the measure. Members
adopted the conference committee report
and repassed the bill.

Members also adopted the confer-
ence committee report and repassed H.E
519, carried by Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New
Hope), which regulates nonconforming
lots in shoreland areas. Rest said the con-
ference committee only made one small
technical change to the language of the
bill that originally passed the Senate.

H.E 804, sponsored by Sen. Mee
Moua (DFL-St. Paul), modifies provisions
governing guardians and conservators.
The conference committee made techni-
cal changes to provisions regarding the
certification process and the creation of a
registry, said Moua.

The conference committee report
was adopted by the body and the bill was
repassed.

H.F 928, carried by Sen. Steve Mur-
phy (DFL-Red Wing), modifies various
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While the Senate Majority and Minority Caucuses meet behind closed committee room doors on either side of him, Senate Ser-
geant Nick Thompson takes his post in the Capitol north corridor Sat., May 16.

policy provisions related to transporta-
tion and public safety. Murphy said the
conference committee recommended a
number of minor changes related to provi-
sions addressing prohibited activities at
rest areas, veterans highway designations,
mini trucks, public buses driving on the
shoulders of divided highways and loan
eligibility under the right-of-way acquisi-
tion loan fund program. Members adopted
the conference committee report and
repassed the bill.

H.E 1849, also carried by Rest,
removes, extends or modifies mandates
upon local units of government. Rest
said the conference committee removed
a provision allowing local governments.
to make group applications. She said the
committee removed a best value provi-
sion related to the letting of contracts and
accepted the House position on allowing
all local government bodies to reduce per

diem and compensations under certain
circumstances. Finally, she said that the
committee accepted a provision related to
a prevention task force. Members adopted
the conference committee report and
repassed the bill.

S.F 492, authored by Sen. Dan
Skogen (DFL-Hewitt), regulates use
and operation of mini trucks on public
roadways. Skogen said the conference
committee added a provision to the bill
providing uniformity and consistency with
the issuance of administrative fines.

Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids)
and Sen. Moua both spoke against the ad-
dition of the administrative fees provision
and argued that there were procedural
problems related to assessment of the
fees. Sen. Tarryl Clark (DFL-St. Cloud)
said numerous law enforcement entities
worked hard to come to a compromise
regarding the fees and revenue generated
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from the fees would help many local com-
munities with their public safety budget
deficits. Sen. Claire Robling (R-Jordan)
said the administrative fees will encour-
ages local officers to give tickets for issues
that would have typically warranted a
simple warning. Murphy said that he also
supported the fee addition and said it was
a good compromise.

The conference committee report
was adopted by the body and the bill was
repassed

S.E1219, authored by Rest, creates
licensing standards for full-time firefight-
ers. Rest said the conference committee
recommended a small technical change
related to license requirements. The
committee report was adopted and the
measure was repassed by the body.

Members took up two bills on the
Senate Calendar before recessing for the
morning.




H.E 354, carried by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), provides
for mediation prior to commencement
of mortgage foreclosure proceedings on
homestead property. Members granted
the bill final passage on a roll call vote of
35-31.

H.E 1237, the omnibus natural
resources policy bill, carried by Sen. Sat-
veer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley), modifies
miscellaneous natural resources provisions
and contains the language of the omnibus
game and fish bill. The bill also contains
the natural resources lands bill that pro-
vides for the sale of state lands and makes
various additions and subtractions from
state parks. The bill was granted final pas-
sage on a 65-0 roll call vote.

Conference committee reports

passed

Members used the afternoon portion
of the Mon., May 18, floor session to ap-
prove conference committee reports.

S.E 1313, carried by Sen. Katie
Sieben (DFL-Newport), is the omnibus
elections bill. Sieben said the conference
committee deleted provision from the bill
that could be construed as controversial in
order to get bipartisan support for the bill.
She said the conference committee report
does not include provisions related to on-
line voter registration, polling place chal-
lengers and modifying recounts. The bill
also moves state primaries from September
to August, Sieben said. The conference
committee report was adopted on a voice
vote and was then repassed as amended.

Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.)
authored S.E 1009, which expands the
criminal penalty for prostitution. Torres
Ray said that changes made by the confer-
ence committee were minor. However,
Torres Ray laid the report on the table
in order to allow time for members to
compare a provision with a similar provi-
sion in the trafficking bill. Torres Ray
also sponsored S.E 1503, which modifies
provisions relating to child welfare and
adoption records. Torres Ray said the
conference committee removed provisions
with which the governor did not agree.
The conference report was adopted and
repassed.

Sen. Tony Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) au-
thored H.E 1760, which makes changes to
provisions relating long term care, alterna-
tive care and nursing facilities. Lourey
said the conference committee report
includes safe patient handling provisions
and dental care provisions, along with the

establishment of an Alzheimer’s Working
Group. The bill was repassed as amended
by the conference committee.

The early evening portion of the
Mon., May 18, floor session was devoted
to passing two conference committee
reports and granting final passage to one
bill.

Sen. Scott Dibble (DFL-Mpls.)
authored S.E 791, which provides for
harassment, bullying, intimidation, haz-
ing and violence policies. Dibble said
the conference committee report no
longer specifically lists characteristics for
which children may be bullied. Members
repassed the bill.

S.E 1504, carried by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), amends mental
health provisions. Berglin said the other
body accepted nearly all of the Senate
provisions in conference committee. The

conference report was adopted and the
bill was repassed.

In other action, H.E 927 was des-
ignated as Special Order and taken up
for final passage. The bill, authored by
Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
modifies construction codes and licens-
ing. Scheid offered an amendment that
requires plumbing inspectors and plumb-
ing inspectors contracted by the depart-
ment to be licensed and have five years of
experience. The amendment was adopted.
The measure was granted final passage as
amended.

Conference committee reports
okayed

Senators devoted the first part of the
evening floor session Mon., May 18, to ap-
proving conference committee reports.

During a press conference at the Capitol Sat., May 16, St. Paul Mayor Chris
Coleman holds up a property tax statement to make a point about the potential
consequences of cutting local government aid to cities as part of a budget-balancing

solution.
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S.E 191, carried by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), is the omnibus retirement
and pension bill that makes numerous
changes to public employee retirement
plans. Betzold said the conference com-
mittee removed a controversial provi-
sion from the measure regarding teacher
pensions.

The conference committee report was
adopted and the bill was granted final pas-
sage on a 53-8 roll call vote.

H.E 1853, sponsored by Sen. Dan
Sparks (DFL-Austin), provides miscella-
neous commerce provisions modifications.
Sparks said the conference committee
removed provisions regarding roofing
contractors and business screenings. The
conference committee report was adopted
and the bill was granted final passage on a
roll call vote of 54-9.

Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.)
moved that the conference committee re-
port on S.E 1009 be taken from the table.
The motion was adopted. Members had
heard the bill earlier in the day, but laid
on the table. The bill clarifies the prosti-
tution penalty enhancement provision for
repeat offenders, broadens the prostitution
in a public place crime and makes driving
records relating to prostitution offenses
public for repeat offenders. The measure
was repassed on a 60-2 roll call vote.

Members also adopted the confer-
ence committee report on H.E 878 and
repassed the bill. The measure, sponsored
by Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope), adds
a provision governing the relocation of
highway center lines, modifies provisions
relating to county state-aid highways and
municipal state-aid streets, regulates the
placement of advertising devices and pro-
vides procedures for plats of lands abutting
state rail bank property.

Senators also granted final passage
to the end of session technical correc-
tions bill, S.E 2135. The bill, carried by
Sen. Mee Moua (DFL-St. Paul), corrects
miscellaneous oversights, inconsisten-
cies, ambiguities, unintended results and
technical errors. Moua said the bill goes
through an extensive vetting process and
that multiple signatures from Senators and
House members must be obtained. The
bill was granted final passage on a unani-
mous roll call vote.

The conference committee report on
H.E 1988 was also adopted and repassed.
The measure, authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), provides technical
corrections to the omnibus health and
human services appropriations bill. The

measure was repassed on a unanimous roll
call vote.

The conference committee report
on H.E 1276, carried by Sen. Ann Lynch
(DFL-Rochester), was also adopted and
repassed. The measure reduces county
human services mandates, makes changes
to residential treatment facilities, pro-
vides for county payment of cremation,
burial and funeral expenses, modifies
child welfare provisions, and provides for
inspections of day training and habilita-
tion facilities.

Sen. Patricia Torres Ray (DFL-Mpls.)
carried the conference committee report
on H.E 1728. The bill makes changes to
provisions relating to child care programs
and adult supports including General As-
sistance Medical Care and group residen-
tial housing.

Members also adopted the confer-
ence committee report on H.E 1237. The
measure, sponsored by Chaudhary, is the
natural resources policy bill. Chaudhary
said the bill contains a provision from the
House allowing guns to be uncased while
moving from field to field while hunting.
The measure also contains the omnibus
lands bill, which provides for additions
and subtractions from state parks and
provides for the sale or transfer of state
lands. The bill was repassed on a 51-13
roll call vote.

The conference committee report on
H.E 2251 was also adopted and repassed.
The measure, carried by Cohen, pro-
vides for oversight of federal stimulus
funding, conforms Minnesota law to the
requirements necessary to receive federal
stimulus money for Medical Assistance,
modifies Hennepin County’s 2009 non-
federal share of Medical Assistance costs
to comply with federal requirements and
modifies funding for the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities.

Senate on the World Wide
Web

The Minnesota Legislature’s Web
site has been updated. A joint effort of
the Senate, House of Representatives,
Legislative Reference Library, Legislative
Commissions, and the Office of the Revi-
sor of Statutes, the site offers easier access
to a variety of legislative and government
information.

The Legislature’s page (http://www.
leg.mn) includes links to other govern-
ment agencies and departments, as well

as copies of Minnesota Statutes, Session
Laws, and Rules. The page also allows

one to track legislation and get general
information about the legislative process.
The site includes a district finder service
for those who need to contact their House
member or Senator. Other information—
about visiting the Capitol, state history
and symbols, and employment opportuni-
ties with the Legislature—is also available.

Information about joint legislative
departments, the various legislative com-
missions, and task forces is available at
http://www.commissions.leg.state.mn.us.

The House of Representatives Web
page (http://www.house.mn) includes
membership and committee information.
It also has daily news, information, and
the daily House schedule. House journals
and legislative information are also avail-
able.

The Senate Web site (http://www.
senate.mn) has information about mem-
bers, committees and Senate staff. The
page also has daily and weekly schedules
for the Senate, as well as copies of the
Journal and Senate Briefly. The status of
legislation and confirmation of executive
appointments by the Senate is also avail-
able.

Both the Senate and House Web sites
offer streaming video access to floor and
selected committees.

Historical database available

The Legislative Reference Library has
developed a database containing informa-
tion about Legislators who have served
since territorial times. The database’s
information was compiled from official
legislative directories, obituaries, news
clippings, family files and other sources.

[t contains information about terms of

service, education, occupation, party or
caucus affiliations, leadership positions,
represented communities and more.

The database also includes informa-
tion about Minnesota Legislators who
served in other government functions.
For example, almost two dozen Legislators
have served on the University of Minne-
sota Board of Regents; the most recent is
current Regent and former Senate Major-
ity and Minority Leader Dean E. Johnson.
The database even indicates which Min-
nesota Legislators also served in another
state’s legislature.

“Legislators Past and Present” is avail-
able online at http://www.leg.state.mn.us/
legdb/index.asp




