











(DFL-Mpls.) and Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) presented the bills.

Berglin gave an overview of the
appropriations bill formulated by the
Health, Human Services and Corrections
Budget Division. The bill, which is over
675 pages long, includes $6.732 billion
for the biennium in programs for health
and family security.

Berglin said a primary emphasis of the
bill is a set of provisions intended to retain
and attract employees to positions in long
term health care facilities. The bill
contains cost of living increases phased in
over two years and expanded health care
and education benefits. The bill also
provides increases for facilities, including
rate reimbursement increases for nursing
homes. Provisions for the general reform of
long term care include $5 million in
funding for conversion of facilities and
development of programs. The bill also
includes increased funding for uncompen-
sated care and coverage for the uninsured,
as well as new provisions and funding
addressing mental health and health
disparities in communities of color.

Johnson offered an amendment that
removes language in the bill related to
unspent appropriations for the Department
of Health. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) spoke against the amendment.
She said the language is intended to
address situations where unspent money is
made eligible for a rebate even though the
department should still devote the funding
to unmet needs. Johnson said the provision
is not consistent with the way the Depart-
ment of Finance handles forecasts. The
amendment prevailed and the language
was removed.

Berglin and Sen. Dan Stevens (R-
Mora) presented an amendment that
removes funding from a grant program for
the conversion of closed nursing homes.
Under the amendment, the funding is
redirected so that low-rate nursing homes
get arate reimbursement increase. Berglin
said that the amendment represents a
compromise, but added that she wishes
both things could be funded. Stevens said
the rate increase for low rate homes will
prevent more of them from closing. The
amendment was adopted.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington)
offered an amendment striking a provision
specifying that nurses may refuse to work
overtime under certain conditions. She
said it is a workforce policy issue that
should not be included in the bill. Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) said the
provision should be retained because it is
an important protection for nurses and for
the quality of care. The amendment was
defeated 12-19.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) offered an amendment that increases
rural hospital grants by $4 million by
delaying the bill’s health insurance
assistance program for long term care
employees. Berglin said there is ample
money in the rural grants program. The
amendment was not adopted.

The bill was approved as amended
and sent to the floor.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
highlighted aspects of the omnibus bill for
the State Government, Economic Devel-
opment and the Judiciary Budget Division.
Housing provisions include $75 million in
one-time funding for affordable housing

Sen. James Metzen (DFL - South St. Paul), Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R- New Ulm) and Sen. Charles Berg (R - Chokio) confer

with each other during a recent meeting of the Finance Committee.
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and a continuation and expansion of the
existing inclusionary housing program. He
said the judiciary budget provisions
include an increase in the number of
judges and supportive services for the
courts, as well as continued absorption of
court funding by the state. A third area
highlighted by Cohen was a number of
initiatives to foster growth in the state’s
economy, especially as it is influenced by
the high-tech industry. He also said the
reorganization of the workforce depart-
ments is included in the bill. He summa-
rized some of the workforce development
programs funded in the bill, including a
significant amount of pass-through dollars
for non-profits, which Cohen said had
been decreased or eliminated in the
governor’s budget.

State departments and agencies
receive some limited base cuts in the bill,
Cohen said. He said that some of the cuts
had been made based on a misconception
on his part and he offered an amendment
to restore over $2 million in carry-forward
amounts to the Departments of Finance
and Administration. His amendment also
removes a recapture of revenue from the
Secretary of State’s Office related to
Uniform Commercial Code Article 9
services. To make up for the restored
funding, the amendment decreases funding
for a variety of agencies and programs,
including public television digital
conversion, high-tech economic develop-
ment initiatives, planning for the Roy
Wilkins Center, and the Minnesota State
Arts Board. The amendment also frees up
funds by delaying the increase of judge-
ships, reducing funding for community
courts, and cutting the operating budget
for the other body. His amendment was
adopted.

Cohen said the bill, as presented, has
an unallocated bottom line amount of
$126,000. Sen. Twyla Ring (DFL-North
Branch) offered an amendment to devote
$25,000 of the amount to a monument for
the Civilian Conservation Corps. Her
amendment, amended by members to
specify that the monument not be placed
on the Capitol grounds, was adopted. Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) offered an
amendment devoting the remainder of the
amount to the Computers for Schools
program and taking another $49,000 from
the budget for the other body. The
amendment was approved.

Johnson and Kelly offered an amend-
ment that takes another $440,000 from the
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Propped up by her mother, five month old Mari of St. Paul takes in her surroundings

in the Capitol rotunda during the kick off ceremony for Asian Pacific American

Heritage Month Tues., May 1.

budget for the other body to restore
funding for research staff for the Office of
Strategic and Long Range Planning.
Johnson said the staff is important espe-
cially for local governments in Greater
Minnesota. The amendment was adopted.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
amendment restoring funding to the
Department of Employee Relations for the
state’s employee assistance counseling
program.

Her amendment makes up for the
change by decreasing the budget for the
other body. Cohen opposed the amend-
ment. He said the program is funded
through individual agencies, and added
that if money continues to be removed

Photo by David ]. Oakes

from the House budget, “pretty soon we’ll
be unicameral.” The amendment was not
adopted.

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
offered an amendment removing provi-
sions related to campaign finance reform.
His amendment was not adopted. An
amendment successfully offered by Sen.
David Knutson (R-Burnsville) restores
$100,000 in funding for a marketing plan
by the West Central Growth Alliance by
reducing the Attorney General’s Office’s
salary equity account.

Several technical or clarifying
amendments were added to the bill,
including one that removes an entire
section related to airport mitigation which




will be considered instead by the Tax
Committee. The bill was approved and
advanced to the floor.

Bonding bill advanced

The Finance Committee approved the
emergency bonding bill, S.F. 1402, in a
morning hearing Tues., May 1. The bill
authorizes bonding for projects that are
considered too urgent to postpone until
next year’s major bonding bill. Committee
Chair DouglasJohnson (DFL-Tower)
presided at the hearing.

Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon),
chair of the Capital Investment Commit-
tee, presented the bonding recommenda-
tions. The $213 million package includes
$16 million for the University of Minne-
sota and $17.5 million for Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities (MnSCU), to be
used for asset preservation and replace-
ment (HEAPR). In addition, three K-12
education projects receive a total of $32.2
million under the bill. The funds are to
assist in the merger of the Upsala and
Swanville school districts, improve the
condition of the East Central High School
in Sandstone and complete construction of
the East Metro Middle School in the Twin
Cities.

Natural resources projects recom-
mended for bonding are $5 million for
flood mitigation in Eagan, $234,000 for
flood projects in the Red River Valley
Basin and $48.9 million to match federal
funds for the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) in the
Minnesota River Basin.

About $42 million in the bill is
targeted at administrative projects,
including $1.167 million for utilities
improvements to the governor’s residence,
$20.9 million to convert public television
stations to a digital broadcast signal and
$2.5 million to improve the electrical
infrastructure in the Capitol, in addition to
numerous other repair and development
projects for state buildings.

Finally, the bill includes $30 million
for local wastewater projects, $1.3 million
to repair tornado damage in Granite Falls
and an open appropriation for damage
caused by the 2001 spring floods. The
Legislature will not know just how much is
needed for this year’s floods until near the
end of session, Langseth said.

Two amendments, offered by
Langseth, adjust appropriations in the bill.
One converts the $20.9 million for digital

television from general fund dollars to
bonding. The other re-authorizes $20.5
million in bond proceeds to clean up
closed landfills. Both amendments were
adopted.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
offered an amendment providing $1.6
million to purchase the 58-acre Trout
Brook/Trillium site in the north St. Paul
area. The money is taken from the appro-
priation for state building and land
acquisition. “This is a chance to save the
last green space in St. Paul,” Anderson
said. She said the city will have to issue
development permits for the site if it is not
acquired this year.

Several members warned that adopt-
ing the amendment will induce many more
Senators to attempt to include projects in
the bonding bill. Langseth favored
including the project in next year’s
bonding bill, saying that St. Paul has
received much state help in the past and
should find a way to retain the land for
one more year. In the end, the amendment
narrowly prevailed.

An amendment offered by Douglas
Johnson generated debate over the
prioritization of wastewater projects.
Johnson’s amendment requires the Public
Facilities Authority (PFA) to use the
current project priority list in assigning
funding for the biennium. Terry Kuhlman,
PFA, said the amendment ensures that
cities that narrowly miss funding one year
can expect funding the next year and not
be preempted by a reprioritization.

Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
pointed out that Johnson’s amendment, in
conjunction with a provision in the bill
that exempts municipalities on the shore
of Lake Superior from the limit on
wastewater grants, means that expensive
Lake Superior projects will absorb funding
before it reaches lower priority projects.
Johnson said Lake Superior projects are
difficult not only because the land is
mostly rock, but also because projects have
to meet a higher federal water quality
standard. The amendment was adopted.

Finally, Sen. James Metzen (DFL-
South St. Paul) offered an amendment
giving a city designated as an economi-
cally depressed area priority for a redevel-
opment grant from the Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development. The amendment
targets a South St. Paul area that lost
several major employers, Metzen said. The
amendment was adopted.

Members digest education bill

The omnibus funding bill from the E-
12 Education Budget Division was heard
by the full Finance Committee at an
afternoon meeting Tues., May 1. The bill
had been heard and amended in the
morning by the Committee on Taxes.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) said the fact that 90 percent of
school districts currently have excess levies
indicates the need for increased basic
funding for schools. He said the bill
includes general education formula
allowance increases of $106 and $160,
respectively, in the next two years.
Meanwhile, he said, a referendum transfer
amount of $461 will help to balance the
increases for schools that have difficulty
passing excess levies. He said the transfer is
phased in over four years to soften the
impact.

Stumpf also pointed to other major
reforms in the bill. He said supplemental
and transition aids and levies had been
consolidated into the general education
funding. The net result of the changes is
that, under the bill, net aid funding
accounts for 67.3 percent of funding while
combined levies account for 32.7 percent.
One other key mechanism that changes,
under the bill, is a modification of pupil
unit weighting to balance middle years
more evenly with early childhood and
secondary weights. Sen. Martha Robertson
(R-Minnetonka) said the bill represents an
effort to direct increased funding, which is
relatively small compared to total funding,
toward districts that need it the most.

Stumpf also highlighted a couple of
specific programs that have a fiscal impact.
He said the bill allows schools to charge
fees for providing bus service to pupils
within two miles of school. The bill also
includes provisions for early graduation
and the department’s “Teachers for the
21st Century” initiative. Regarding special
education, the bill offers an incentive for
schools to apply for Medical Assistance
reimbursement by tying it to eligibility for
excess cost aid from the state. Finally, he
said that funding for Head Start, school
readiness, and Early Childhood Family
Education is consolidated, under the bill.

Questions were raised by members
regarding amendments added eartlier in the
day by the Tax Committee. Several
Senators asked about a provision that
allows Independent School District 361,
International Falls, to levy for the opera-
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tional costs of the school’s pool. Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said it is hard to
justify even a little money for a pool when
so many districts are being forced to cut
more important things like classroom
teachers. Sen. TwylaRing (DFL-North
Branch) and Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-
Tower) said other schools that have pools
will want levies too. Robertson said money
for pool levies has to be accounted for in
the bill’s bottom line, especially if schools
statewide will be included.

On another amendment added by the
Tax Committee, Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-
Mpls.) and Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) said some of the language
included in the amendment is already in
the omnibus health bill. The amendment
addresses human services funding directed
toward the renovation of a center in
Brainerd to be used for educational
purposes. An amendment was added to
delete the redundant language but retain
language pertaining to the district’s
reimbursement of the department.

Stumpf offered an amendment
specifying that, if the emergency energy
assistance initiative is enacted in the
session, it is automatically repealed. He
said without the amendment, the Depart-
ment of Finance will set the E-12 Educa-
tion target for FY 02-03 at an amount that
exceeds the Senate’s budget resolution.
The amendment was adopted on a vote of
14-10.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
offered an amendment taking $350,000
from best practices seminars to give
technology money to the LeCenter School
District. He said many school districts lost
out because of a court ruling on prevailing
wages. Robertson said that schools in
districts represented by the majority party
got the money restored. Robertson added,
however, that she does not agree with
where Neuville’s amendment removes
funding. Stumpf said he is sympathetic to
the need and is willing to work with
Neuville to find the money in the bill.
Neuville withdrew his amendment.

The bill, as amended, was approved
by the committee and forwarded to the
floor.

Judiciary

Child support reform discussed
The Judiciary Committee met Tues.,
May 1, to consider a bill, a potential floor
amendment, and a confirmation. Chair
John Marty (DFL-Roseville) presided.
Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
presented S.F. 1004 for consideration. The
bill makes it a criminal offense to tamper
with clock-hour meters on farm tractors.
Lourey said the bill is similar in both
language and intent to existing prohibi-
tions on tampering with car odometers.
Marty proposed an amendment, based on
discussions in an earlier committee, that
expands the prohibition to include all
heavy equipment that use clock-hours.

The amendment was adopted. Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley) offered an amend-

their cannon Tues., May 1.
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ment striking language that makes it illegal
to advertise the sale of equipment with
tampered meters. He said the provision
might be an infringement on free speech
and added that not restricting advertising
may make it easier to catch violators. His
amendment was adopted.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) said the bill still might need
language requiring a seller to certify the
clock-hour reading as is the case with cars
and odometers. He said he did not yet
have an amendment to offer to that effect.
The bill was approved as amended and
advanced to the floor.

Members also considered, informally,
the language of an amendment that Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said she was
planning to offer on the floor during
debate of the omnibus E-12 education bill.
Her amendment relates to charter schools
and addresses conflict of interest, access to
documents, and circumstances under
which a lien may be filed for a leased
school building. Limmer asked a number
of questions about the lease provisions and
Rep. Matt Entenza (DFL-St. Paul),
speaking on behalf of the provision, said
the language had been drafted to be fairly
narrow and has been approved by the Real
Property Law Section of the Minnesota
State Bar Association.

Finally, members questioned Cyndy
Brucato, a nominee for re-appointment to
the Board on Judicial Standards. Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said Brucato had to
be asked to withdraw from visible political
involvement during her current term on
the board. Brucato said that she will refrain
from any political activity that might
create an appearance of bias to petitioners
who appear before the board. Senators also
questioned Brucato about certain aspects
of the board’s activities including the
timeliness of findings and rulings related to
the demeanor of judges.

The committee voted to recommend
the confirmation of Brucato’s re-appoint-
ment.

Taxes

E-12 bill discussed

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) presented the omnibus E-12 educa-
tion budget bill to members of the Tax
Committee, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), Tues., May 1.
The bill provides $9.3 billion in spending
for FY 2002-2003.

Stumpf offered an amendment to
remove the debt service equalization,
appropriation and levy provisions from the
bill for future consideration by the Tax
Committee. The rest of the bill provides a
variety of funding sources for schools,
including a transfer of $415 per pupil from
transition, referendum and supplemental
aid to the general education formula.
Stumpf said the money is needed to
equalize aid to schools. He also said the
bill provides a $32 million statewide levy
reduction. The bill, Stumpf said, phases in
the $415 per pupil aid over a four year
period and compensatory and sparsity
revenue for schools over three years.

Sen. William Belanger (R-
Bloomington) said the Legislature had
made headway towards significant
property tax reform during the 1998-1999
Legislative Session. He said the Tax
Committee had moved away from taxation
on a tax capacity basis and towards use of a
market value basis. Such a shift reduces the
burden on commercial-industrial property
and apartments, he said. Belanger asked
Stumpf how property tax reform could be
accomplished if the work of the Tax
Committee will be undone by the E-12
Education Budget Division. Belanger also
said the Legislature is trying to return
accountability and responsibility to school
boards and school district residents, but
that a shift to using tax capacity thwarts
the efforts.

Stumpf said the average referendum in
the state is currently over $600. What is
left on the referenda after the $415 per
pupil transfer, he said, will be raised on a
market value basis. According to Senate
Fiscal Analyst Gordon Folkman, commer-
cial-industrial property represents about 15
percent of the market value base and
homesteads account for about 58 percent
statewide. However, he said, commercial-
industrial is about 30 percent of the tax
capacity base while homesteads are about
45 percent statewide. Thus, Folkman said,
the statewide tax shift will be away from
homesteads to business property. He
reminded the panel that the percentages
vary from district to district.

Folkman also said the change in
property tax will be affected by each
district’s relative mix of levy and aid for
both referendum and general education
revenue. For districts where the effects of
the bill are to reduce levy dependency, he
said, properties are likely to experience a
tax reduction. Pogemiller said the Tax

Committee will have to address the
structural issues of its taxation goals and
the education funding proposed in S.F.
2359, the omnibus education funding bill.

Belanger offered two amendments to
the bill. The first amendment deletes a
section granting school districts that have
never had a referendum the ability to pass
a referendum by a resolution of the school
board. Stumpf said the section affects
about 30 districts that, under current law,
cannot access equity aid offered by the
state.

He explained that state law requires
districts show some local action to address
school funding before the state aid is
available. Belanger said the state has
always respected local voters in the past
and that the provision appears to be an
end-run around the districts’ voters. The
amendment was rejected on a 13-17 roll
call vote.

Belanger’s other amendment deletes
provisions in the bill granting the St. Paul
School District levy authority by resolu-
tion of its school board. Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said the authority
has been granted in the past to help the
district address debt service issues. Sen.
Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston) said such
authority should be available to all
districts or no districts. “Do we want to
give levy authority to all our school
boards?” he asked.

Pappas said the provision tries to
build balance into the statewide funding
equation. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-
Hopkins) said he rejects the notion that
there is balance with the provision. The
amendment failed on a 12-18 roll call
vote.

Anamendment granting school
districts the authority to levy for the
operating costs of swimming pools was
offered by Sen. Bob Lessard (IND-Int’l.
Falls). After some discussion about the
costs of the amendment, it was redrafted to
grant only the International Falls School
District such authority. The amendment
was adopted.

Tom Hesse, Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce, spoke briefly on the bill. He
said the significant shift of tax burden for
education funding onto business properties
should be examined closely by the Tax
Committee. Hesse said the shift was going
in the wrong direction.

The omnibus education funding bill
was approved and advanced to the
Finance Committee.
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Friday, April 27

Transportation funding passed

The Senate passed the omnibus
transportation and public safety budget
bill, S.F. 2340, during the first portion of
the floor session Fri., Apr. 27. Members
debated an extensive series of amendments
before voting on the bill.

Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar),
chair of the Transportation and Public
Safety Budget Division, introduced the
bill. The $3.9 billion bill includes $300
million in spending from the 2001 surplus.
Johnson highlighted $23 million for
public safety initiatives, $100 million for
state roads and $18 million to prevent a
metro transit fare increase. The bill also
allocates $14 million annually for the
CriMNet information system, $2 million
for a gang strike force, $2.7 million for
soccer fields and $2.5 million for Mighty
Ducks ice arenas. Policy provisions in the
bill include the “photocop” initiative,

allowing local governments to use cameras
to catch traffic signal violations, and a
constitutional amendment to dedicate 50
percent of the motor vehicle excise tax
(MVET) to highways and transit. The gas
tax increase has been taken out of the bill,
Johnson said.

Several small amendments were
adopted. An amendment offered by Sen.
Charles Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul) allows
veterans to keep license plates for the
lifetime of the veteran. Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (R-Rochester) offered an
amendment allowing a city to establish a
quiet zone, in which trains are not allowed
to sound whistles. An amendment, offered
by Sen. Anthony “Tony” Kinkel (DFL-
Park Rapids), provides that MNDOT must
consider erecting a global positioning
tower at the Bedora state nursery site in
Hubbard County. The site is less expensive
and better than alternate sites, Kinkel said.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) offered an
amendment to change to Dec. 31, 1996,

the date after which a wind energy facility
must have begun production in order to be
eligible for a state subsidy. The amend-
ment only affects one individual, he said.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Dave
Kleis (R-St. Cloud), uses a standard
practice to make the city of Chisholm
eligible for state highway aid despite a
change in population. All of the amend-
ments were adopted.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Mark
Ourada (R-Buffalo), relates to the issue of
racial profiling. The amendment provides
$280,000 to cover costs associated with
monitoring racial profiling in state patrol
vehicles, taking the money from a crime
prevention services center and a domestic
abuse prevention unit. Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.) said a study has found that
administration will cost only $90,000, a
figure which Ourada disputed. The
amendment was defeated.

An amendment, offered by Sen.
Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan), relates to

Sen. Debbie Johnson (R - Ham Lake) incorporates both old and new technology in her search for information on a bill during a

recent Senate floor session.
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fees for vehicle registration. The amend-
ment retains the fee increases requested by
private deputy registrars, set at $4.50 or
$7.00, depending on the type of vehicle.
However, the amendment keeps the fee for
applications made directly to the state at
$3.50. Wiener said people who want to
register directly with state should not have
to pay more because private registrars have
requested a fee increase. Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) said the state fee
increase is intended to improve motor
vehicle services and track down uninsured
drivers. Wiener’s amendment prevailed
39-19.

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) offered an amendment requesting
MNDOT to examine the feasibility of
constructing an interchange between the
35-E and 35-W interstates in the Forest
Lake area. Dean Johnson opposed putting
more studies in the bill and said Krentz
should follow an established departmental
system for the request. The amendment
failed.

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) offered an amendment, which was
adopted, to establish maximum speed
limits in school zones of 25 miles per hour
or 20 miles per hour below the posted
limit, upon the request of a school board
or local unit of government.

Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn
Park) offered an amendment to S.F. 2340,
to remove the photocop portions of the
bill. Under the bill, peace officers are
authorized to use photographic evidence
to detect traffic signal violations at
intersections. Cameras, installed near light
signals, photograph vehicles rather than
occupants. A provision allows that
citations be issued to vehicle owners
through the mail within seven working
days of the offense. Scheid said she was
uncomfortable with legislation that moves
government in the direction of watching
citizens with cameras. She said, “We’re
opening a can of worms and I don’t think
we should give a green light to cities for
photocopping.” As an alternative to
photographic surveillance at intersections,
Scheid suggested that drivers be encour-
aged to concentrate on defensive driving.

Krentz spoke in opposition to the
amendment. She said in other states, where
cameras are used, accident and fatality
rates were dramatically reduced. Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (R-Edina) emphatically agreed
that the deterrent effect of photocopping
saves lives.

Sen. David Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington) said he and others had Big
Brother fears. He also said he opposed a
system that photographs the automobile
license instead of the driver of the vehicle.

Terwilliger said a camera study
conducted at the intersection of Snelling
Ave. and St. Anthony in St. Paul indicated
hundreds of signal violations each month.
The amendment failed on a 26-34 roll-call
vote.

David Johnson offered an amendment
to make the operator, rather than the
owner of the vehicle, liable for photocop
violations. “Let’s make the person commit-
ting the crime responsible,” Johnson said.
He told members that California and
Arizona use cameras to photograph both
the vehicle operator and license plate.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
said she opposed the amendment. She said
photocopping is problematic in California
because determining a positive personal
identification is so difficult.

Johnson said that the photocop
initiative creates problems with insurance
coverage, which could be canceled in
cases of violations committed when the
owner is not driving.

The amendment failed on a 14-48
roll-call vote.

Terwilliger offered two additional
amendments. The first provides that a city
or town participating in the photocop
program is liable for the repayment of fines
collected for signal law violations if the
alleged violations occur during a time
period when the photographic system was
unreliable due to malfunction, inadequate
maintenance or improper placement.
Terwilliger then offered an amendment
specifying that operators of a photocop
program not be provided payment based
on the number of citations issued or based
on the percentage of the amount of fines
assessed or collected.

Both amendments were adopted.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville)
offered an amendment to address public
appointments of deputy registrars of motor
vehicle licensing. The amendment sunsets
the term of office for deputy registrars on
July 1, 2001. Currently, the term of office
ends Jan. 1, 2009. Marty said he was aware
of instances in which deputy registrars sold
the position to another. “Selling public
appointments is wrong,” Marty said. Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) said that
in rural counties, deputy registrars receive
much less compensation than in urban

counties, and they depend on the income
for retirement. The amendment did not
prevail.

Dean Johnson offered an amendment
to specify that $1.25 million of general
funds be appropriated for FY 01 for public
infrastructure and restoration grants.
Further, the amendment appropriates
$600,000 for grants to local units of
government for assisting with the cost of
damage assessment, repair, replacement,
extension or improvement of publicly
owned buildings, parks, storm sewers,
wastewater systems, streets, bridgesand
other infrastructure. Another provision
appropriates $625,000 for local grants to
assist with the costs not eligible for
reimbursement under the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency disaster relief
programs and $25,000 for a grant to
Project Turnabout for capital expenditures
related to tornado damage. Members voted
to adopt the amendment.

Another amendment offered by Dean
Johnson transfers $7.3 million to the
transportation revolving fund. Under the
amendment, $7.2 million is for transfer to
the Board of Water and Soil resources to
acquire wetland banking credits, land or
services for the purpose of restoring or
creating wetlands. The amendment was
adopted.

Sen. Dick Day (R-Owatonna) offered
an amendment to modify the transporta-
tion policy constitutional amendment
proposal. The amendment increases the
minimum net proceeds from taxes imposed
by the state on the sale of new and used
motor vehicles from 32 percent to 60
percent, deposited in the highway user tax
distribution fund. The amendment also
establishes that a minimum of 20 percent
of the tax be used for operating assistance
to public transit systems. Day said the
amendment addresses long-term funding
for roads by providing a 40-20 division of
funds for roads and public transit. “We’ll
all be suffering for years to come if we
don’t do something different with this
bill,” Day said.

Dean Johnson said the amendment
will cost $182 million in the first year if
adopted. “We have to balance the books,”
he said, adding, “there are other bills that
provide for transit.”

Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo) said if
the Legislature doesn’t vote for Day’s
amendment, the potholes will not be
repaired. He said the fatal flaw in the
transportation bill is that the Senate is
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doing nothing for long-term funding for
roads.

The amendment was not adopted.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
offered an amendment to make seat belt
violations a primary offense. Hottinger
said that although he understands the
concern that seat belt violations could
become an excuse for racial profiling
traffic stops, the amendment encourages a
deterrent effect that saves lives. A $25 fine
is imposed for seat belt violations, under
theamendment.

Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) said the amendment raises
individual rights concerns. “We’ve just
passed the photocop provision; this
amendment leads us farther down the
slippery slope, next we’ll allow the police
to photograph you for not wearing a
seatbelt and then send you a ticket,” he
said.

Kierlin opposed the amendment on
cost efficiency grounds. He calculated the

pdate
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time it takes to buckle up, multiplied by
the number of workers driving, estimated
over a worker’s lifetime and concluded
that millions of dollars worth of work-time
is lost by wearing a seat belt.

However, the amendment was
adopted on a 32-30 roll call vote.

Amendments by Sen. Kenric Scheevel
(R-Preston) and Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-
St. Paul) were not adopted. The Scheevel
amendment provides money from the
trunk highway fund for a public safety
radio system for Southeastern Minnesota,
but Dean Johnson said money for such a
project should be from bond proceeds
instead of coming from the transportation
funding. The Kelly amendment sought
money for a study on a new soccer facility
in St. Paul.

A public safety amendment, offered
by Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield),
was also not adopted. The amendment
requires that 10 percent of funding for
domestic abuse be devoted to male

\
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victims. Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
said the resources devoted to battered
women are already scarce and the propor-
tion of men who are victims needs to be
studied. The amendment was defeated by a
vote of 30-31.

The bill, as amended, was granted
final passage by a vote of 40-23.

Monday, April 30

Campaign finance debate sparked
The first half of the floor session
Mon., Apr. 30, was devoted to debate
concerning the omnibus funding bill for
state government, economic development
and the judiciary. The bill includes a
number of provisions that piqued Senators
attention, including campaign finance
reform, housing, and workforce programs.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
highlighted aspects of the omnibus bill for
the State Government, Economic Devel-
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opment and the Judiciary Budget Division.
He said the bill appropriates $75 million
in one-time funding for affordable housing
and includes provisions that continue and
expand the inclusionary housing program.
He said the judiciary budget includes
funding for the continued absorption of
court costs by the state and increased
support for ancillary services such as court
interpreters to serve the diverse needs of
Minnesota’s immigrant population.

A third area highlighted by Cohen
was a group of initiatives to foster growth
in the state’s high-technology economy.
Finally, Cohen summarized the workforce
development programs funded in the bill,
including a significant amount of pass-
through dollars for non-profits, which
Cohen said more efficiently and effec-
tively serve needs across traditional
boundaries.

State departments and agencies
receive some limited base cuts in the bill,
Cohen said. He added several technical
amendments including one that restored a
small amount of funding previously cut
from the Department of Finance and from
the budget for the other body.

The bill also addresses campaign
finance reform provisions, which Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) said represent
the governor’s reform plan as modified by
the Rules and Administration Committee’s
Subcommittee on Elections. Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (R-Rochester) said the provi-
sions do not belong in the bill because of
the subject matter and because many of the
provisions might be unconstitutional. Sen.
Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven) offered an
amendment to delete the section, saying it
should be debated separate from the
funding bill. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) said a constitutional expert had
testified in committee that the section’s
drafting will hold up to constitutional
scrutiny, especially given rulings in various
Circuit Courts and the Supreme Court. He
also said the policy is relevant in the bill
because it affects candidate funding made
available through the bill.

Oliver withdrew his amendment, but
it was renewed by Sen. Warren Limmer (R-
Maple Grove). Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-
Northfield) said the section’s criminal
sanctions for failure to notify independent
expenditures will have a chilling effect on
free speech. The Limmer amendment was
defeated by a vote of 28-37.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall)
presented an amendment requiring

political candidates be charged no more
than other units in a parade. Lesewski said
the amendment is a result of parade
sponsors charging political candidates
from one to five times more than other
parade participants. Neuville opposed the
amendment saying private organizations
have a right to choose parade participants
and charging a higher fee to politicians is a
way of discouraging their participation.
Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
successfully offered an oral amendment to
the amendment that specifies the parades
be public parades only. The amendment as
amended was adopted.

Pappas offered the first of several
campaign finance amendments increasing
the contribution amount from $500 to
$1,000 that political candidates may
accept from aggregate contributions. The
amendment was defeated in a 9-52 vote.

Another campaign finance amend-
ment was presented by Sen. Mark Ourada
(R-Buffalo). Under the amendment,
campaign staff are allowed to charge time
worked on individual campaigns to the
caucus in a year that is not an election
year. Ourada said the provision eliminates
tracking minutes spent per day by staff on
each candidate’s campaign and allows real
campaign work to be done. Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville) opposed the
amendment saying it weakens campaign
finance measures. Ourada maintained that
the time tracking provision in the bill is
untenable. The amendment was adopted
in a 41-21 roll call vote.

An amendment offered by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield) requires
that as a condition of receiving a public
subsidy, candidates must agree to ask and
answer 20 questions in writing from their
opponent. Under the amendment, the
questioner has seven days after the primary
to ask questions of the opponent and the
respondent has seven days subsequent to
receipt of questions, to answer. Neuville
said the amendment provides more power
to candidates over their elections and less
power to special interests. Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) said candidates
already have the ability to ask and answer
questions without the amendment.
Hottinger opposed the provision saying
candidates should be working with their
caucuses and opponents to set higher
campaign standards. “Unless we start to
bring integrity to the process there are
always ways around it,” he said. The
amendment was not adopted.

The final campaign finance amend-
ment was offered by Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St.
Cloud). The provision restricts candidates
who take public money from accepting
money from lobbyists and political action
committees (PAC’s). The amendment was
defeated in a 30-34 roll call vote.

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine)
offered an amendment striking a provision
from the bill that grants $400,000 to the
St. Paul Gopher State Ethanol Plant to
eliminate odor pollution. Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) opposed the
amendment, saying a precedent was set for
odor elimination funding when feed lots
were granted state aid. Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul) said the city is considering
closing down the plant if the problem is
not solved. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul) said the bill specifies that the state
only pays one-third of the clean-up costs,
which keeps 200 jobs in the city at a time
when the economy is in a downturn.

Moe said the plant makes enough
money to pay for the cleanup as other
plants around the state have had to do.
Sen. Charles Berg (R-Chokio) said two
ethanol plants in his district will request
funding if the funding for the Gopher
State plant is approved. The amendment
was adopted in a 39-25 roll call vote.

Regarding the bill’s provisions related
to jobs, Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington)
offered an amendment deleting the bill’s
$1 million pilot project for voluntary paid
parental leave. The Pariseau amendment
redirects the funding toward the family
homelessness prevention project. Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) said the
parental leave program will help families
with low or moderate income afford to
take time off to be with newborn children.
She emphasized that the program is
voluntary for employers and will help
them retain good employees. Anderson
also said that the bill’s funding for the
homeless represents an increase in that
project’s funding. The amendment was not
adopted by a vote of 25 to 37.

In housing-related debate, Sen.
Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven) offered an
amendment removing aspects of the bill’s
inclusionary housing provisions. He said
the provisions, even though they are
voluntary for developers, represent a
mandate on local governments. Sen. Linda
Higgins (DFL-Mpls.), Sen. Deanna Wiener
(DFL-Eagan) and Sen. Martha Robertson
(R-Minnetonka) all spoke in opposition
to the amendment, saying that the provi-
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sions, as drafted, give local governments
flexibility to work with developers to help
make affordable developments more
feasible. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul) said there needs to be a greater
encouragement for involvement because
the industry and local governments are not
responding to the housing crisis. The
Oliver amendment was not adopted.
Speaking to a separate provision, Kiscaden
asked how much of a burden the bill’s
visitability requirements place on housing
developers. Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.)
said the visitability requirements, which
allow access for people who come to see
the homes, were drafted not to have an
major impact on the cost of developing
housing.

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) offered
an amendment that removes the $75
million FY 01 housing appropriation and
reduces a number of other appropriations
to generate $24 million in housing from
FY 02-03. He said the governor will veto
the FY 01 money and leave the bill
without any housing money. The amend-
ment was not adopted by a vote of 26-37.

Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-
Stillwater) raised an issue related to the
workforce development portion of the
bill. She offered an amendment deleting
new provisions for the Job Skills Partner-
ship Board. She said the changes to the
board represent further advances of the
failed centralization of state control over
the economy. She said the bill creates “the
mother of all bureaucracies.” Sen. David
Johnson (DFL-Bloomington) said the
board’s efforts to address the specific needs
of employers and workers are widely
supported around the state. Kinkel said the
board forms effective local working
relationships between educational
institutions and the private sector. The
amendment was defeated.

Limmer offered an amendment
prohibiting collective bargaining agree-
ments with state employees from extending
benefits to anyone other than employees,
spouses, children and grandchildren.
Neuville said the prohibition is necessary
to prevent the extension of benefits to
same-sex or unmarried couples. The
amendment was adopted by a vote of 37-
29.

On other aspects of the bill, provisions
rescinding partnership agreements in the
Attorney General’s Office (AGO) were
questioned by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) and Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-

Woodbury). Price said the partnership
agreements should be retained because
they provide assurance that departments
and agencies will receive adequate support
from the AGO. Cohen said the AGO is
bound by the same duty to clients that all
lawyers are and will continue to represent
the interest of all departments and agencies
fairly. Price successfully offered an
amendment delaying the revocation of the
partnership agreements.

Several amendments were added that
do not affect the funding in the bill. Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) offered an
amendment requiring the Office of
Strategic and Long Range Planning to
develop planning guidelines related to
rivers. She also offered an amendment
regarding building codes for historic
structures. Both of the Pappas amendments
were adopted. Sen. David Tomassoni
(DFL-Chisholm) successfully added an
amendment that allows the Hockey Hall
of Fame to raise private funds. An amend-
ment adopted that was offered by Sen.
Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall) specifies
that some of the money from an increase in
911 fees be devoted to signage in rural
counties.

HHS omnibus bill tabled

The latter portion of the Mon., Apr.
30, floor session was dominated by debate
on the omnibus health, human services
and corrections budget bill, S.F. 2361. The
measure was tabled after members adopted
an amendment requiring a 24-hour waiting
period before an abortion. The omnibus
bill was tabled on the motion of chief
sponsor Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.).

Prior to the motion to lay the bill on
the table, Berglin explained the measure
and Senators considered numerous other
amendments to the bill.

Berglin said the bill provides ex-
panded care for the uninsured, eliminates
the four-month waiting period for
MinnesotaCare for children and provides
additional funds for uncompensated care
for hospitals. The measure also eliminates
health care premiums for families up to
120 percent of poverty level, reforms long
term care provisions, expands Medical
Assistance to include mental health
rehabilitation services and provides
funding to eliminate health disparities in
communities of color, she said. Under the
bill, the Department of Corrections (DOC)
is appropriated $2.6 million for statewide
restorative justice programs that are

eliminated under the administration’s
proposal and provides $5 million more
than the administration recommends for
appropriations to CCA counties. The bill
appropriates a total of $6.73 billion in
general fund expenditures for health and
human services—the administration’s
proposal recommends spending $6.48
billion for the two departments. The bill
appropriates almost $8 billion from all
funds, including special revenue, Health
Care Access (HCAF), federal Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
and the lottery cash flow.

Berglin offered several amendments.
The amendments included a proposal to
fund specified health screening and
follow-up services for refugees and
immigrants and an amendment to provide
oral English proficiency services to
individuals seeking access to health care.
Anotheramendment rearranges things, said
Berglin, in order to facilitate processing
the bill at the end of the session. Members
adopted the amendments.

Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
offered an amendment to specify the child
maltreatment content of an annual report
published by the Department of Human
Services (DHS). Kiscaden also offered an
amendment to consolidate a report on
child welfare costs related to a single
benefit package for all children removed
from the care of a parent or guardian by
court order. The amendments were
adopted.

An amendment aimed at launching a
pilot project to develop a small employer
alternative benefit plan was offered by
Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven).
Berglin said she opposed the amendment
because it belongs in another bill. Sen.
Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) said that
similar provisions stalled in a previous
session because the provisions did not
cover maternity or mental health coverage.
“This is an inappropriate place for this,”
said Lourey, “It’s a Dept. of Commerce
amendment.” Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) said, “The idea is to
provide coverage for uninsured workers—
the amendment does not cover all man-
dated coverage because not all employees
need every type of mandated coverage.”
Oliver maintained that the amendment
was health related and pertinent to the
bill. Berglin said there were no provisions
in the bill for implementation by Dept. of
Commerce. The amendment was not
adopted.
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during a recent field trip to the State Capitol.

An amendment offered by Sen.
Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater) to limit
welfare reform extensions sparked debate.
Bachmann said the amendment increases
the stability of marriages and families by
providing motivation for self improve-
ment. She said, “Welfare reform is work-
ing—people like having jobs and a hidden
benefit [of welfare reform] is that children
are performing better at school.” Berglin
spoke in opposition to the 50 percent
noncompliance sanction against an MFIP
participant’s assistance unit imposed by
language in the amendment. Lourey said
the MFIP pilot project referred to by
Bachmann as a model for the amendment
did not provide sanctions as outlined in
Bachmann’s provisions.

Berglin said, “This amendment takes
away extensions for those who just may not
have gotten things done on time; less than
1 percent of participants are sanctioned
because they quit jobs.” The amendment
failed on a 26-38 roll call vote.

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy)
offered an amendment specifying that
entities receiving special grants for pre-
pregnancy family planning services must
not use the grant money to provide
abortion services. Berglin said she ac-
cepted the amendment since the language
is no different from what is currently in
practice. The amendment was adopted.

An amendment to require that
radiation services providers gain approval
from the commissioner of health before
making a major spending commitment was
offered by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-
Brainerd). The amendment clarifies the
prospective review process for radiation
therapy facilities. Berglin said she sup-
ported the amendment, since it involves
very large, expensive equipment, although
the proposal was defeated in the division.
Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) said he
opposes the amendment because it goes
after one organization that was under
prospective review and which has since
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complied with regulations. Stevens said,
“The system we have in place works well.
The amendment puts everyone under
prospective review, making everyone
jump through hoops because of one
violation.” Others argued that the issue
should not involve new legislation
because it emanated out of a rivalry
between two providers. The amendment
was not adopted.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) offered an
amendment increasing funding for rural
hospital capital improvement grants.
Berglin said she opposed taking money
from HCAF for funding the grants. “We
don’t need to pit children against rural
hospitals,” she said. The amendment failed
on a 27-38 roll call vote.

A second amendment related to
family planning was offered by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield). The
amendment changes how money for family
planning services is distributed to cities,
counties or tribal governments and
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specifies that family planning services do
not include services that, directly or
indirectly, encourage, counsel, refer, or
provide abortions or abortion referrals.
Berglin said she opposed the amendment
because counties are subject to federal law
and may be providing services prescribed
at the federal level that could be inter-
preted as indirectly related to abortions.
Berglin said the amendment disallows the
provision of any family planning services
at all and that the amendment, if adopted,
would have a very detrimental effect on
family planning efforts in Minnesota. The
amendment failed to gain approval on a
32-34 roll call vote.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
offered an amendment, which was
adopted, to appropriate $10,000 for
providing travel and lodging expenses for
members of the clergy for imparting
religious rites or instruction at correctional
facilities.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) said he was concerned about the
possibility of clergy proselytizing to other
inmates while receiving reimbursement by
the state. Cohen said the amendment
merely allows clergy to impart religious
rights and philosophy to religious mem-
bers, upon request. The amendment was
adopted on a 62-1 roll call vote.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) offered an amendment to raise the
amount of grant program funding, from
$300,000 to $1 million, to assist small
rural hospitals for remodeling and updat-
ing facilities costs. The amendment was
adopted.

A deaf/blind services study was the
issue addressed in an amendment offered
by Kiscaden. The amendment requires that
DHS lead an interagency workgroup to
study how the state can efficiently use
appropriations to provide services for deaf/
blind children, adults and their families
and how to streamline the service delivery
system. Kiscaden said that parents of deaf/
blind children and the children themselves
would be included in the study group. The
amendment was adopted.

Neuville also offered an amendment
to provide $300,000 for grants to county
or community-based organizations for the
purpose of purchasing and placing
cemetery monuments or memorial monu-
ments on graves of former residents buried
atstate regional treatment centers. The
amendment changes language that was
originally contained in a bill by Sen.

TwylaRing (DFL-North Branch), that
specified that 20 percent of the appropria-
tion be used for administrative costs.
Under the amendment, grant recipients
must include family members of deceased
residents of the regional center, members
of local service or charitable organizations,
members of the local Chamber of Com-
merce and former employees of the
regional centers. If there is not a commu-
nity-based organization available, grants
must be provided to a consumer-run
disability rights organization located in St.
Paul for purposes of placing names on the
graves. The amendment failed on a 29-36
vote.

Limmer offered an amendment
providing that patient or parent/guardian
consent is required prior to entry of
identifying, demographic or immunization
data on registries of immunization. Berglin
opposed the amendment on the grounds
that it would cost $5 million to imple-
ment. The amendment failed on a 15-50
vote.

Another amendment, offered by
Limmer, deletes language in the bill that
allows public authorities to require
financial institutions to provide identify-
ing information of all account holders in
order to compare the list against a list of
child support obligors. Limmer said he
thought providing authorities with
information about every account held was
“overdoing it a bit.” Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-
Coon Rapids) said he authored a bill with
similar provisions, except that his version
provided a bonus to financial institutions
for helping child support programs.

Sen. Bob Kierlin (R-Winona) spoke
in support of the Limmer amendment.
Berglin said the amendment puts the state
in violation of federal regulation due to
standards that must be observed when
interacting with federal financial institu-
tions. Foley said he brought his bill
forward at the request of DHS, when he
was informed that the language was
needed in order to comply with federal
regulations. The amendment was adopted
on a 42-23 vote.

Lourey offered an amendment to
require that safe drinking water standards
be adopted to protect children as well as
adults. Lourey said the health department
should move away from measurement
based on the weight of adults. The
amendment is compatible with federal
standards, she said. Members adopted the
amendment.

An amendment was offered by Sen.
Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake) to lower the
dollar amount charged by counties for
sending juveniles to the Red Wing
Correctional Facility. Under the amend-
ment, counties pay only 65 percent of the
cost. Robling said facilities must stand on
their own and compete with private
facilities. Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing) spoke in opposition to the amend-
ment. Murphy said private facilities can
afford to be selective and may refuse the
more hardened offenders that require more
services, resulting in lower costs. “Red
Wing is mandated to accept whoever is
sent to them,” he said. Murphy said the
state/county cost split was established to
keep juveniles from being sent out of state
away from their families.

Ranum said she also opposed the
amendment, which, she said, “Takes us
back to the time when kids were being sent
out of state. Ramsey County used out-of-
state placement a lot and sent juveniles to
very expensive facilities.” The amendment
was not adopted.

Abortion waiting period debated

Much of the balance of the debate on
the omnibus health, human services and
corrections bill centered on an amendment
offered by Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-
Paynesville). Fischbach called her
amendment “the women’s right to know
bill.” She told members, “This is the right
thing to do—we need to provide informa-
tion to women.” Under the amendment, a
24-hour delay is imposed before perform-
ing an abortion and abortions may not be
performed without the informed consent
of the female upon whom the procedure is
to be performed. The amendment requires
that the name of the physician, a registered
nurse or licensed practical nurse be
provided at least 24 hours prior to the
abortion.

Information concerning the medical
risks associated with the procedure, the
probable gestational age of the fetus at the
time of the abortion and the Medical
Assistance benefits that may be available
for prenatal, childbirth and neonatal care
must also be provided under the amend-
ment. Other informational materials are
specified in the amendment. Additionally,
women must be informed that the father is
liable to assist in the support of the child.

Berglin questioned whether the
amendment was germane. Sen. Don

Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said the amendment
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fails the germaneness test because the
purpose of the bill does not address issues
of informed consent or abortion. The
President of the Senate ruled that the
amendment was germane. Berglin then
appealed the decision of the President.
Membership voted to sustain the decision
on a 38-29 roll call vote.

Fischbach moved to amend the
amendment by reducing by $172,000 in
FY 2002 and by $184,000 in FY 2003 the
general fund appropriation for electronic
government servicesand transferring the
appropriations to fund her amendment.
The amendment to the amendment was
adopted.

Berglin challenged the amendment
under Rule 7, which states that after the
adoption of a budget resolution by the
Senate or the Finance Committee, an
amendment to a bill is out of order if it
would cause any of the limits specified in
either resolution to be exceeded. Sen.
Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo) said since the
amendment spends less than the bill limits,
it is within the rule. Berglin said, “No, it
spends more because it is irrelevant to the
bill’s program.”

Fischbach offered an oral amendment
to the original amendment that reduced
the appropriation so the amendment
would be balanced. The oral amendment
was adopted on a roll call 34-33 vote.

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar) said,
“The governor said he would veto this bill
if the informed consent provision is
included. This bill represents many
important health issues, are you willing to
put all the funding for long-term care in
jeopardy this session?”

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) said, “I
think the point raised is legitimate—the
issue of jeopardizing a substantial budget
bill. We run the risk of having it lost if we
add this very controversial amendment.”
Moe requested that rather than create a
risk for the health budget bill, the amend-
ment be placed in another bill.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
said, “The Senate has the right to make
decisions independent of what one person
on the first floor says.”

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) argued
against the amendment. She said the
proposal insults women, because the state
already has informed consent require-
ments. Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
echoed Ranum’s comments and said, “It is
another barrier to a woman’s reproductive
rights.”

Fischbach countered that the amend-
ment allows women to make a life-
changing decision with all the information
available to assist her.

Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
asked if the amendment, in outlining the
information that must be provided, allows
for a situation in which the information
could be tailored to a woman’s circum-
stance.

Fischbach said that the measure
provides an exception to providing the
information in emergency situations.

Wiener offered an amendment to
delete language describing methods of
abortion by drug or medicine. She said the
taking of medications removes the
procedure from the doctors’ office and that
with other advances in medicine the
language is not needed. The amendment
failed on a 33-34 roll call vote.

Sen. Martha Robertson (R-
Minnetonka) offered an amendment to
provide that if a woman certifies she has
viewed the web site specified in the bill,
the information requirements are met
under the amendment. Robertson’s
amendment failed on a 33-34 roll call
vote.

Ranum offered an amendment to
delete language requiring the woman be
informed that the father may be required
to provide support. She said that real life
situations such as rape or incest make such
a provision untenable. The amendment
was adopted on a 34-33 roll call vote.

An amendment, offered by Kiscaden,
providing that in cases of miscarriage or
fetal death, a woman not be required to
view the materials required by the
Fischbach amendment. The amendment
failed 33-34.

A second amendment, offered by
Wiener, removed language relating to the
word “attempt” in the performance of the
abortion procedure. Wiener said that prior
to 1973 criminal laws used similar
language and that under the language, a
doctor or nurse providing genetic counsel-
ing could be charged for reporting a fetal
anomaly. The amendment failed 33-34.

Finally, Sen. Twyla Ring (DFL-Forest
Lake) offered an amendment removing the
penalties contained in the Fischbach
amendment. The Ring amendment failed
33.34.

The Fischbach amendment was
adopted on a 36-31 roll call vote. Berglin
then moved to table the bill.

Tuesday, May 1

State gov bill reconsidered

During the first portion of the Tues.,
May 1, floor session, Senators reconsidered
the state government, economic develop-
ment and judiciary finance omnibus bill.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul),
author of the bill, requested that provi-
sions in the measure concerning collective
bargaining agreements be reexamined. He
offered an amendment that negates the
effect of a previous amendment offered by
Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove)
adopted Mon., Apr. 30. Limmer’s amend-
ment prohibits state employees’ collective
bargaining agreements from providing
state benefits to anyone other than state
employees, an employee’s spouse, depen-
dent child or grandchild.

Cohen said that the governor holds
the responsibility of negotiating collective
bargaining agreements, and the Legislature
should not interfere with the process. Sen.
David Johnson (DFL-Bloomington) said
the governor is an efficient negotiator. He
said in the last 11 years the governor has
never failed to settle a contract.

Limmer said the Legislature meddles
with contracts all the time. He noted
current statutes that address state employee
bargaining activities. Cohen said the law
sets the parameters and procedures of
agreement making, but does not affect the
content of contracts. The Senate adopted
Cohen’s amendment on a 36-31 vote.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
presented two amendments, which he said
were efforts to maintain the current
separation of powers in ways similar to
Cohen’samendment. The firstamendment
states that money recovered by a state
official in litigation or through a legal
settlement must be deposited in the
general fund.

“The appropriation of state money is
uniquely the Legislature’s responsibility,
not the attorney general’s,” said Neuville.
The provision contains an exemption that
allows the state to give recovered money
to persons or entities other than the state if
the litigation is pursued on their behalf.
Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids)
offered an amendment that deletes
language in Neuville’s amendment that
applies the provision notwithstanding any
law to the contrary. The Senators adopted
Foley’s amendment to the amendment, but
defeated Neuville’s amendment, as
amended, on a 30-36 vote.
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Floor update

Neuville’s second amendment allows
the attorney general to retain private
lawyers and requires the lawyers to be paid
with funds from the attorney general’s
legislatively appropriated budget. Under
the provision, if private attorney fees are
recovered in any legal action, the money is
deposited into the state treasury. Cohen
said the amendment needs to be heard by
policy committees and a full discussion
had on the matter. The Senate defeated
the amendment, 30-36.

On a 44-22 vote, the Senate granted
the state government, economic develop-
ment and judiciary omnibus bill, S.F.
2360, final passage.

Members also considered a number of
bills on Special Orders. The Senate gave
final passage to the omnibus data practices
bill. The bill broadens the scope of the
Government Data Practices Act to include
towns where more than 1,200 people
reside in platted areas or towns with a
platted area within 20 miles of the city
hall of a city of the first class having over
200,000 population. The bill also repeals
the statutory administrative remedies for
resolution of disputes under the act.

The measure, S.F. 1068, clarifies the
authority of the commissioner of adminis-
tration in issuing opinions on data
practices. Under the measure, a person who
acts in compliance with written opinions
of the commissioner are not liable.

Several provisions in the bill change
the classification of certain types of data
including information collected by cities
for economic development reasons,
applications for self-insurance, data on
EDVEST participants and medical
information collected for occupational
safety health inspections.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
author of the bill, offered an amendment
that classifies certificates of military
discharge filed with the county recorder
after Jan. 2001 as private data on individu-
als. Betzold said the effective date is
needed because past records are stored on
microfiche and eliminating social security
numbers on filmed certificates is prohibi-
tively time consuming. The amendment
was adopted and the omnibus bill was
passed, 55-1.

Betzold also presented a measure that
reforms several aspects of rule making
procedures. The bill, S.F. 555, allows
policy committees in both bodies to stop
the progress of a rule. The bill also clarifies
the governor’s authority to veto rules. S.F.

555 also repeals obsolete laws and
accomplishes other streamlining measures.
Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) proposed an
amendment that adds comfort language by
prohibiting rules from prejudicing
economic rights; the original bill only
disallowed rules from prejudicing legal
rights. The amendment was adopted and
the bill was passed 59-0.

The members also unanimously
adopted a bill that sets regulations for
assisted living home care and housing that
provide services for Alzheimer’s patients.
Foley, the bill’s sponsor, said the measure
requires living assistance businesses to
disclose how they care for clients that have
Alzheimer’s by providing information on
the center’s philosophy, qualifications, and
facilities.

Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) carried
the omnibus liquor license bill, which
extends the right to sell liquor to several
businesses and communities. Many
Senators offered amendments that gave
liquor licenses to additional establish-
ments. Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy)
suggested changing the bill to allow
organizations or political committees to
apply for multiple temporary liquor
licenses in the same month. Under the
amendment, no more than 12 one-day
licenses can be granted to an organization
in one year. The bill was amended as
Vickerman proposed.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
offered an amendment that allows the city
of Minneapolis to grant a liquor license to
a bar on Nicollet Avenue. She said the
provision, which was adopted, is needed to
keep a certain bar in business after the
zoning rules were changed in the city.

Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.)
offered an amendment, which was ac-
cepted, that exempts the Metropolitan
State University from certain restrictions
on liquor sales.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
said the bill should recognize brew clubs.
She said the small brewing businesses are a
great economic development opportunity
for rural Minnesota. The amendment she
offered allows brewers who hold on-sale
liquor licenses to be issued a license for
off-sale of malt liquor produced at the
licensed location at the rate of one-gallon
per patron. Solon said giving the clubs
special licenses is a slippery slope and soon
the clubs will want permission for unlim-
ited sales. Pappas’ amendment was

defeated.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
sponsored a measure, S.F. 121, that
modifies the procedure for a county
splitting. She said the process needs to be
updated. The bill amends the law to
require both parts of the county to
authorize the split. The measure also
amends current law, which states that the
governor appoint commissioners for the
new county, to require an election for the
county commissioners. The Senators
passed the bill 59-2.

A bill carried by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden
(R-Rochester) updates child welfare laws
to incorporate new federal regulations.
The measure, S.F. 1394, changes policies
involving children in Native American
tribes, the reporting of misconduct by
students and school, and data privacy
provisions. The bill passed 59-0.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville)
presented a bill, S.F. 1324, that amends
training requirements for armed detectives
and private agents. The measure states that
detectives and agents with firearms must
have training in first aid and the proper use
of, and the risks and dangers arising from,
the use of firearms. The bill was passed 60-
0. Marty also sponsored S.F. 1144, which
adds a definition of “alcohol by volume”
and “alcohol by weight” to DWI laws. The
Senators gave passage to the bill 54-0.

A measure, H.F. 489, that prohibits
the state or a political subdivision from
forcing a contractor to buy surety bonds
from a particular insurance or surety
business was also considered. The bill does
not disallow the state from requiring
certain features in a surety bond or setting
a minimum amount of coverage, said Sen.
Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), author
of the bill. The measure was passed by the
Senate with a 58-0 vote.

Sen. Chuck Fowler (DFL-Fairmont)
sponsored S.F. 761, which specifies that
the membership of all administrative
boards or agencies, under the bill, must
reflect as nearly as possible the proportion
of metropolitan and rural residents in the
state. Sen. Martha Robertson (R-
Minnetonka) said the bill is not needed
because people already go out of their way
to have representative boards. Limmer
asked if board memberships have to be
proportional if the group deals with
regional issues, such as agriculture. “Does
the statewide agriculture board have to
have 60 percent of representatives from
the Metro Area?” he asked. Fowler said
there is nothing in the bill that requires a
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certain percentage on any board. The bill
was passed 52-9.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
presented a bill that permits horse trailer
dealers and recreational vehicle businesses
to set up temporary businesses outside the
counties where they have licenses. Murphy
offered an amendment, which was
adopted, that creates an exemption for
sales made at county or state fairs. The bill,
S.F. 1666, was granted final passage on a
57-0 vote.

Wednesday, May 2

Variety of bills considered

In addition to acting on the capital
bonding bill, Members granted final
passage to bills ranging from the regulation
of dangerous dogs to public works con-
tracts.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 221, a bill modifying
regulations for dangerous dogs. Pappas said
the measure seeks to strike a balance
between safety and the rights of dog
owners while providing more accountabil-
ity. She also said the bill provides small
cities without a dog ordinance an avenue
of enforcement.

An amendment to the bill was offered
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) that
aligns language in all bills relating to dogs
and broadens the term of service dog.
Pappas said she favored the amendment
and it was adopted.

Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Minneapo-
lis) offered another amendment to Pappas’
bill that provides local units of govern-
ment with the authority to regulate dogs
based on breed. She said there are several
types of dogs that are consistently attack-
ing children. Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) and Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-New Ulm) opposed the
amendment on the basis that experts have
shown that dog owners are responsible for
their dog’s behavior. The amendment was
defeated.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) presented
a third amendment that gives owners of
dangerous dogs an opportunity to have
dogs re-designated six months after an
attack occurs if owners can demonstrate a
change in the dog’s behavior. The amend-
ment was adopted. S.F. 221 was given final
passage.

Pappas also presented S.F. 2225, a bill
allowing personnel of school district child

care centers and Head Start centers, who
have a Class D drivers license, to operate a
bus or van that normally requires a Class A
license. The measure allows personnel to
transport no more than 15 children in a
van or bus that has an “Activity” signage
designation in place of the “School”
signage. Members granted the measure
final passage.

Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon Rapids)
carried S.F. 1208, a bill making numerous
changes to DW1I laws. Foley offered an
amendment lowering the per se blood
alcohol level from .1 to .08. Foley said
that if the amendment is not adopted, the
state loses federal incentive money and
incurs significant fiscal penalties. Sen.
MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka)
opposed the amendment on grounds that
there was no fiscal note describing the
fiscal impact of the amendment. The
President of the Senate, Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), ruled the
amendment was out of order because there
was no fiscal note with the bill. Foley
moved to lay the bill on the table.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
presented S.F. 1944, a measure modifying
provisions for nonsupport of a spouse or
child. The bill provides that a person who
fails to pay court-ordered child support or
maintenance may be charged with a crime,
including misdemeanor, gross misde-
meanor, or felony charges. Penalties,
procedures and defense provisions are
outlined in the bill.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
offered an amendment to allow that a
limited license may be issued to a person
whose license has been suspended for
being in arrears in court-ordered child
support payments. Neuville said the
amendment was important on two points:
it allows an obligor the means of getting to
work and the means of visiting the child or
children. Knutson argued that the law
already provided ample leniency for
obligors. The amendment was not
adopted.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
offered an amendment to delete the
maintenance portion of the measure,
adding, “Child support actually isn’t high
enough.” Murphy said the automatic cost
of living increases are based on the
consumer price index, which is unfair.
When the cost of living goes up, an
obligor is ordered to pay more and more of
actual pay for maintenance, he said. The
amendment splits the amount of an

obligor’s raise between obligor and obligee
so that both parties receive half of the pay
increase, said Murphy.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said
there is flexibility built into the bill,
allowing the obligor to contest a cost-of-
living increase determination by the court.
Maintenance is designed for the spouse
who stayed at home and remained out of
the workforce, she said.

Murphy told members that there were
many cases in which both spouses worked.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) said
there were problems with language in the
amendment and urged that it be with-
drawn. The amendment was not adopted
and Knutson laid the bill on the table in
order to assess the fiscal impact.

Knutson then offered S.F. 2031, a bill
addressing public works contracts. A
provision voids any clause in a public
works contract that waives the rights of a
contractor seeking recovery for costs or
damages for delays or disruptions that are
caused by the acts of the contracting
public entity. Knutson said mediation
between parties was a preferable recourse
in resolving project delays. The bill passed
on a 61-0 vote.

Tour the Capitol on CD-ROM

Senate Media Services has announced the
release of a CD-ROM tour of the Capitol,
called “A Building for All...”

Go to the Rotunda, the Governor’s
Reception Room, the Senate Chamber, the
House of Representatives Chamber, the
Supreme Court Chamber, and the Quadriga at
your own pace and in any order you like. Travel
behind the scenes to quarters that are not
normally opened to the public like the House
and Senate Retiring Rooms, the Supreme
Court Justices’ Consultation Room, or the
Governor’s Private Office.

A special section called “Other Neat
Places” takes you to more obscure areas that you
may not see on an in-person visit to the
building like the inner dome, the underground
tunnel system.

Brilliant digital photography captures the
artistic beauty of the building and the profes-
sional voice-over provides background
information and historical perspective on the
paintings, architecture, sculpture, and interior
design.

“A Building for All...” can be purchased
for $5 per CD (both PC and Mac versions on
one disc) or borrowed at no cost by contacting

Senate Media Services at (651) 296-0264.

19



Chapters

Chap. 001, S.F. 28*-Hottinger, H.F. 34-Seifert: Requiring the Board
of Teaching upon request to issue teacher licenses to candidates complet-
ing accredited teacher preparation programs under current licensure rules.
Signed by governor: 01/16/01. Effective date: 01/17/01.

Chap. 002, S.F. 460-Cohen, H.F. 421*-McElroy: Authorizing federal
energy assistance program fund expenditure. Signed by governor: 02/02/

01. Effective date: 02/03/01.

Chap. 003, S.F. 201*-Sams, H.F. 213-Mulder: Repealing require-
ments for physicians assistants infection control continuing education.

Signed by governor: 02/15/01. Effective date: 02/16/01.

Chap. 004, S.F. 43*-Samuelson, H.F. 181-Wenzel: Reducing the age
requirement for adult foster care license capacity and authorizing the
commissioner of human services to grant variances to allow providers to
admit individuals under the minimum age under certain county recom-

mendation conditions. Signed by governor: 02/28/01. Effective date: 03/
01/01.

Chap. 005, S.F. 376*-Vickerman, H.F. 817-Howes: Increasing the
monetary limits on city local improvement contracts required to be
advertised for bids and on day labor projects, specifying a separate

contract bid limit for cities under a certain size. Signed by governor: 03/
02/01. Effective date: 03/03/01.

Chap. 006, S.F. 47-Dille, H.F. 106*-Ness: Authorizing ex officio
members of the Minnesota Agriculture Education Leadership Council to
designate permanent or temporary replacement members representing the

same constituency and extending the expiration date of the council.
Signed by governor: 03/08/01. Effective date: 03/09/01.

Chap. 007, S.F. 231-Betzold, H.F. 656*-Lipman: Correcting
erroneous, ambiguous and omitted text and obsolete references and
eliminating certain redundant, conflicting and superseded provisions.
Signed by governor: 03/15/01. Effective date: Various.

Chap. 008, S.F. 79-Johnson, Debbie, H.F. 80*-Hackbarth: Providing
for Coon Lake water level control. Signed by governor: 03/16/01.
Effective date: 03/17/01.

Chap. 009, S.F. 155-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 393*-Mahoney: Allowing
employees of Ramsey County and the city of St. Paul equal competition
for vacant county jobs in city-county departments. Signed by governor:

03/16/01. Effective date: 03/17/01.

Chap. 010, S.F. 289*-Sams, H.F. 357-Mullery: Modifying licensing
requirements for alcohol and drug counselors. Signed by governor: 03/16/
01. Effective date: 03/17/01.

Chap. 011, S.F. 433*-Ring, H.F. 487-Vandeveer: Increasing the
amount for which a township may contract for health, social and
recreational services. Signed by governor: 03/21/01. Effective date: 08/01/
0l.

Chap. 012, S.F. 399-Solon, H.F. 320%-Davids: Providing for property
casualty insurance agents surplus lines incurance procurement authority.
Signed by governor: 03/29/01. Effective date: 03/30/01.

Chap. 013, S.F. 509*-Robling, H.F. 1016-Holberg: Authorizing cities
and counties to make and accept payments with credit cards and
electronic funds transfers. Signed by governor: 04/06/01. Effective date:
Various.

Chap. 014, S.F. 63*-Fischbach, H.F. 368-Stang: Designates trunk
highway 55 in Stearns County as Old St. Anne’s Pass. Signed by
governor: 04/06/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 015, S.F. 346*-Betzold, H.F. 243-Dawkins: Modifies the
Uniform Principal and Income Act. Signed by governor: 04/06/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 016, S.F. 756-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 556*-Stanek: Authorizing
federal law enforcement officers power of arrest in Minnesota. Signed by
governor: 04/09/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 017, S.F. 400*-Kierlin, H.F. 416-Rifenberg: Allowing the
town of Hokah to vacate a town road. Signed by governor: 04/09/01.
Effective date: 04/10/01.

Chap. 018, S.F. 991*-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 1046-Clark, J.: Providing for
school notification of student possession of drug paraphernalia Signed by
governor: 04/11/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 019, S.F. 9%-Wiger, H.F. 172-Mares: Authorizing cities to
provide housing assistance for volunteer firefighters or ambulance
personnel. Signed by governor: 04/11/01. Effective date: 04/12/01.

Chap. 020, S.F. 971*-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 64-McElroy: Repealing the
law prohibiting itinerant carnivals. Signed by governor: 04/11/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 021, S.F. 327*-Lesewski, H.F. 394-Seifert: Repealing a
provision about male animals or breachy cattle roaming at large. Signed
by governor: 04/11/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 022, S.F. 972*-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 466-McElroy: Repealing the
law prohibiting endurance contests. Signed by governor: 04/11/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 023, S.F. 570%-Reiter, H.F. 252-Seifert: Repealing obsolete
rules. Signed by governor: 04/11/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 024, S.F. 480*-Johnson, Dean, H.F. 37-McElroy: Repealing
obsolete traffic regulations. Signed by governor: 04/13/01. Effective date:
08/01/01.

Chap. 025, S.F. 27-Robling, H.F. 57*-Molnau: Including crimes
against children as disqualifying offenses for school bus drivers’ licenses.
Signed by governor: 04/13/01. Effective date: 06/01/01.

Chap. 026, S.F. 225*-Johnson, Dean, H.F. 245-Juhnke: Allowing
licensed peace officers to determine necessityof patient restraints. Signed
by governor: 04/13/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 027, S.F. 702*-Scheevel, H.F. 790-Davids: Modifying the
requirements for the Bluffland trail system. Signed by governor: 04/13/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 028, S.F. 1204*-Hottinger, H.F. 1951-Goodno: Regulating the
use of HIV and bloodborne pathogen tests. Signed by governor: 04/13/
01. Effective date: 04/14/01.

Chap. 029, S.F. 883*-Hottinger, H.F. 994-Dorn: Establishing a
hospital waiver or variance request procedure. Signed by governor: 04/13/
01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 030, S.F. 39-Johnson, Douglas, H.F. 47*-Rukavina: Requiring
maintenance of closed iron mines and extending unemployment benefits
to laid off LTV employees. Signed by governor: 04/11/01. Effective date:
Retroactive: 08/01/00.

Chap. 031, S.F. 274*-Higgins, H.F. 116-Mulder: Delaying the
sunsent for the Respiratory Care Practitioner Advisory Council and
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providing that athletic trainer registrations are cancelled for nonrenewal

after two years. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 032, S.F. 283*-Kinkel, H.F. 501-Ozment: Preventing the use
of conservation officer enforcement activity comparisons in performance

evaluations. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 04/25/01.

Chap. 033, S.F. 1435*-Price, H.F. 1455-Osskopp: Modifies provi-
sions relation to the Designer Selection Board. Signed by governor: 04/
24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 034, S.F. 319*-Moe, R.D., H.F. 453-Skoe: Regulating
discharge of judgements against bankruptcy debtors. Signed by governor:
04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 035, S.F. 456*-Berglin, H.F. 424-Greiling: Providing access to
respite care in intermediate care facilities for persons with mental
retardation or related conditions (ICF/MR) for recipients of services
under the (MA) community based waiver and requiring county agency

screening. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 036, S.F. 210-Foley, H.F. 275%-Abeler: Prohibiting the
projection of medical assistance (MA) cost savings from closure of
nursing facilities located in certain counties with a low ratio of nursing
facility beds to county residents over a certain age. Signed by governor:

04/24/01. Effective date: 04/25/01.

Chap. 037, S.F. 104-Larson, H.F. 125%*‘-Nornes: Modifying dentist
licensure requirements for applicants trained in a foreign country. Signed

by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 038, S.F. 771-Kierlin, H.F. 949*-Rifenburg: Allowing for a
smaller newspaper to serve as the qualified newspaper for smaller
communities. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 039, S.F. 142*-Higgins, H.F. 387-Walker: Increasing the
membership of the State Council on Black Minnesotans. Signed by
governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 040, S.F. 741*-Orfield, H.F. 828-Mullery: Providing for
disaster volunteer leave for Hennepin County employees serving as
volunteers with emergency disaster services organizations. Signed by
governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: Local approval.

Chap. 041, S.F. 1780%*-Lessard, H.F. 1747-Solberg: Extending the
exemption from laws or rules governing the delivery of local government
services granted by the Board of Government Innovation and Coopera-

tion to Itasca County for a chemical dependency treatment demonstra-
tion project. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 042, S.F. 1460*-Marty, H.F. 1634-Mahoney: Applying the
duty to warn law of violent client behavior to social workers and allowing
social workers to form and participate in professional firms. Signed by

governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 043, S.F. 1709*-Johnson, Dean, H.F. 1404-Kuisle: Exempting
towed implements of husbandry from the tail lamp requirement. Signed
by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 04/25/01.

Chap. 044, S.F. 646-Rest, H.F. 867*-Seagren: Modifying and
clarifying provisions relating to the Suburban Hennepin County
Regional Park District. Signed by governor: 04/24/01. Effective date: 04/
25/01.

Chap. 045, S.F. 1915-Rest, H.F. 2119*-Erickson: Modifying
charitable organization report filing requirements. Signed by governor:
04/24/01. Effective date: 04/25/01.

Chap. 046, S.F. 249%-Ring, H.F. 253-Seifert: Repealing obsolete
health and human services rules. Signed by governor: 04/26/01. Effective
date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 047, S.F. 70-Marty, H.F. 274*-Dorman: Restricting sales of
mercury thermometer sales. Signed by governor: 04/26/01. Effective date:
01/01/02.

Chap. 048, S.F. 914-Hottinger, H.F. 323*-Haas: Removing the
expiration date of the provision requiring motor vehicle fuel franchisors
to offer franchisees transfer rights in change in ownership cases. Signed

by governor: 04/26/01. Effective date: 04/27/01.

Chap. 049, S.F. 1127-Sams, H.F. 1160*-Davids: Reducing the
frequency requirement for physician review of delegated physician
assistants drug and medical device prescription activities. Signed by
governor: 04/26/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 050, S.F. 170-Neuville, H.F. 239*-Lipman: Modifying
numerous real estate provisions. Signed by governor: 04/26/01. Effective
date: Various.

Chap. 051, S.F. 1332-Kiscaden, H.F. 1260*-Dawkins: Neutralizing
terminology in child support and custody provisions. Signed by governor:
04/26/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 052, S.F. 1419%*-Scheid, H.F. 1467-Holberg: Modifying certain
requirements for notices of claims on payment bonds by persons
furnishing labor and materials. Signed by governor: 04/26/01. Effective
date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 053, S.F. 1790-Robling, H.F. 1637*-Buesgens: Repealing
provisions requiring hawkers and peddlers to obtain a license. Signed by
governor: 04/30/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 054, S.F. 505-Higgins, H.F. 149*-Pawlenty: Regulating the sale
and labeling of Halaal food, meat or poultry products. Signed by governor:
04/30/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 055, S.F. 857-Samuelson, H.F. 1159*-Pawlenty: Modifying
prior funding for Gillette Children’s Hospital addition and local bridge
replacement and rehabilitation. Signed by governor: 04/30/01. Effective
date: 05/01/01.

Chap. 056, S.F. 1066-Metzen, H.F. 1084*-McElroy: Omnibus
banking and financial institutions bill. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.
Effective date: Various.

Chap. 057, S.F. 339-Murphy, H.F. 285*-Ness: Modifying and
consolidating agricultural liens regulation provisions. Signed by governor:

04/20/01. Effective date: 07/01/01.

Chap. 058, S.F. 954-Hottinger, H.F. 550*-Eastlund: Creating a trust
status for funds in the higher education Edvest savings program and
extending the time limit for HESO to publish a notice of intent to adopt
or a notice of hearing for rules implementing the program. Signed by
governor: Vetoed.

Chap. 059, S.F. 1214-Tomassoni, H.F. 995*-Buesgens: Modifying
provisions relating to horse racing license application procedures and
ncreasing the amount of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs allowed to

be administered to race horses. Signed by governor: 04/30/01. Effective
date: 05/01/01.

Chap. 060, S.F. 1598-Schwab, H.F. 1383*-Workman: Repealing
motorcycle handlebar height restrictions. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.
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Chapters

Chap. 061, S.F. 1604-Wiener, H.F. 525*-McElroy: Modifying
conditions for state or public employee receipt of daily pay for service on
administrative boards and agencies. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.
Effective date: 07/01/01.

Chap. 062, S.F. 823-Betzold, H.F. 779*-McElroy: Modifying motor
vehicle dealer franchise transfer practices. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 063, S.F. 1678-Rest, H.F. 1219*-Gunther: Eliminating state
involvement in the State Fund Mutual insurance Company created to
insure employers against liability for personal injuries entitling employees

to workers compensation benefits. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.
Effective date: 05/01/01.

Chap. 064, S.F. 1831-Ranum, H.F. 1889*-Lipman: Regulating
Uniform Partnership Act of 1994 transition issues. Signed by governor:
04/30/01. Effective date: Various.

Chap. 065, S.F. 876-Lesewski, H.F. 967*-Mulder: Allowing schools
to sponsore potluck events. Signed by governor: 05/01/01. Effective date:
08/01/01.

Chap. 066, S.F. 1187-Kelley, S.P., H.F. 1151*-Mulder: Modifies
penalty provisions for psychologists. Signed by governor: 05/02/01.
Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 067, S.F. 1045-Vickerman, H.F. 1188%-Gunther: Regulating
the disposal of ash from fire training exercises. Signed by governor: 05/02/
01. Effective date: 05/03/01.

Chap. 068, S.F. 1979-Foley, H.F. 1192*-Abeler: Requiring the board
of teaching to accept applications for temporary limited teaching licenses
and personnel variances by July 1 before the start of the school year.

Signed by governor: 05/02/01. Effective date: 05/03/01.

Chap. 069, S.F. 1421-Stevens, H.F. 1522*-Bradley: Modifying full-
time nursing home administrator requirements. Signed by governor: 05/
02/01. Effective date: 08/01/01.

Chap. 070, S.F. 1622-Sabo, H.F. 1681*-Dehler: Making housekeep-
ing changes in provisions relating to state employment and extending a
civil service pilot project. Signed by governor: 05/02/01. Effective date:
Various.

Preview

Monday, May 7

The Senate will be in session at 10 a.m.

Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Douglas J. Johnson

1 p.m. or after session Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 1481-Lessard: Shooting sports program development
and operation grant appropriation. S.F. 1908-Cohen: Nursing
facilities Medical Assistance payment rates computation raw food
costs adjustment exclusion. S.F. 2170-Sabo: Metropolitan
Airports Commission Coldwater Springs land acquisition. S.F.
451-Pogemiller: Omnibus pension bill. S.F. 829-Murphy: Motor
vehicle registration transactions filing fee increase. S.F. 1541-
Oliver: Commerce Department provisions modifications. S.F.
765-Hottinger: Fair Drug Pricing Act. S.F. 648-Kelly, R.C.:
Payment of various claims against the state. S.F. 264-Johnson,
David: DWI felony level offense. S.F. 619-Ranum: Expanding the
definition of domestic abuse; requiring additional findings before
pretrial release of a defendant accused of domestic abuse. S.F.
1485-Kelley, S.P.: Providing for the licensing of money transmit-
ters.

Tuesday, May 8

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.

State Government, Economic Development and the Judiciary
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Richard Cohen

8 p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Wednesday, May 9

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.

Thursday, May 10

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.
Friday, May 11

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.

Editor’s Note:

We anticipate that conference committees on the major budget
bills will meet throughout the week. Meetings of the Committees
on Rules and Administration, Finance and Taxes may also occur.
At press time, no meetings had been scheduled.
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Floor action

Friday, April 27

Appointment confirmations
Shirley Chase to the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board.
Donald Roggenbauer to the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board.
Wilbur Fluegel to the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board.
Allan Spear to the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board.

Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules
S.F. 2340-Johnson, Dean: Omnibus transportation and public safety funding bill. 40-23

Monday, April 30

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar
H.F. 1261-Chaudhary: Modifies and clarifies corrections provisions. 59-0.

Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules
S.F. 2360-Cohen: Omnibus state government, economic development and the judiciary funding bill. 40-22

Tuesday, May 1

Bills reconsidered
S.F. 2360-Cohen: Omnibus state government, economic development and the judiciary funding bill. Amended; repassed. 44-22

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 555-Betzold: Modifies state agencies rulemaking procedures. 59-1

S.F. 125-Foley: Care and treatment for Alzheimer’s patients disclosure requirements in assisted living home care and housing with services
providers. 57-0

S.F. 1666-Murphy: Allow licensing exemption for certain sales of horse trailers and temporary sales of recreational vehicles. 57-0

S.F. 1752-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. 52-2

S.F. 761-Fowler: Provides for proportional representation between the Metro Area and Greater Minnesota areas on administrative boards and
agencies. 52-9

H.F. 489-Scheid: Provides for procurement of surety bonds. 58-0

S.F. 1068-Betzold: Omnibus data practices bill. 55-1

S.F. 1144-Marty: Defines terms relating to alcoholic beverage concentration, allows persons employed in health-related occupations to
chemically test a person for DW1 purposes. 54-0

S.F. 1324-Marty: Modifies training requirements that the rules of the Board of Private Detective and Protective Agent Services must address.
60-0

S.F. 1394-Kiscaden: Changes child placement provisions, modifies provisions governing child maltreatment investigations, classifies data and
authorizes data sharing. 59-0

S.F. 1367-Lourey: Provides a new standard of market value for new counties, provides for signatures from both affected areas on a petition to
change county boundaries and provides for a special election to fill vacancies or add members to a county board after the change of county boundaries.

59-2

Wednesday, May 2

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1402-Langseth: Omnibus capital bonding bill. 42-22 Laid on the table.

S.F. 221-Pappas: Makes changes to dangerous dog provisions, changes the disposition of certain animals, provides for preservation of evidence
and imposes penalties. 60-0

S.F. 2225-Pappas: Allows certain school buses to operated by licensed child care providers, establishes a pilot project to allow certain type A
school buses to be operated by holders of Class D driver’s licenses under limited conditions. 54-0

S.F. 2031-Knutson: Regulates public works contracts. 62-0

Thursday, May 3

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders
S.F. 2359-Stumpf: Omnibus E-12 education budget bill. 46-18
S.F. 866-Pappas: Education policy bill. 60-5

23



Minnesota Senate 2001

Party Phone Name Room District Party Phone  Name Room  District
DFL 296-5537 Ellen R. Anderson 120 Cap. 66 DFL 296-5645 John Marty 325 Cap. 54
R 296-4351 Michele M. Bachmann 125 SOB 56 DFL 296-4370 James P. Metzen 322 Cap. 39
R 296-5975 William V. Belanger, Jr. 113 SOB 41 DFL 296-2577 Roger D. Moe 208 Cap. 2
R 296-5094 Charles A. Berg 25 SOB 13 DFL 296-4264 Steve Murphy 306 Cap. 29
DFL 296-4261 Linda Berglin 309 Cap. 61 R 296-1279 Thomas M. Neuville 123 SOB 25
DFL 296-2556 Don Betzold G-9 Cap. 48 R 296-4837 Edward C. Oliver 117 SOB 43
DFL 296-4334 Satveer Chaudhary 325 Cap. 52 R 296-1282 Gen Olson 119 SOB 34
DFL 296-5931 Richard ]J. Cohen 317 Cap. 64 DFL 296-4191 Myron Orfield 227 Cap. 60
R 296-9457 Dick Day 147 SOB 28 R 296-5981 Mark Ourada 145 SOB 19
R 296-4131 Steve Dille 103 SOB 20 DFL 296-1802 Sandra L. Pappas 120 Cap. 65
R 296-2084 Michelle L. Fischbach 15 SOB 14 R 296-5252 Pat Pariseau 109 SOB 37
DFL 296-4154 Leo T. Foley G-24 Cap. 49 DFL 296-7809 Lawrence ]. Pogemiller 235 Cap. 59
DFL 296-5713 Chuck Fowler G-9 Cap. 26 DFL 297-8060 Leonard R. Price 235 Cap. 57
R 296-8138 Dennis R. Frederickson 139 SOB 23 DFL 297-8061 Jane B. Ranum 120 Cap. 63
DFL 296-9246 Linda Higgins 328 Cap. 58 R 296-1253 Mady Reiter 132D SOB 53
DFL 296-6153 John C. Hottinger 205 Cap. 24 DFL 296-2889 Ann H. Rest G-24 Cap. 46
DFL 296-9261 David H. Johnson 124 Cap. 40 DFL 296-5419 Twyla L. Ring 306 Cap. 18
DFL 296-3826 Dean E. Johnson 124B Cap. 15 R 296-4314 Martha R. Robertson 141 SOB 45
R 296-3219 Debbie ]J. Johnson 149 SOB 50 R 296-4123 Claire A. Robling 143 SOB 35
DFL 296-8881 Douglas J. Johnson 205 Cap. 6 DFL 296-4274 Julie A. Sabo 317 Cap. 62
DFL 297-8065 Steve Kelley 321 Cap. 44 DFL 297-8063 Dallas C. Sams 328 Cap. 11
DFL 296-5285 Randy C. Kelly 323 Cap. 67 DFL 296-4875 Don Samuelson 120 Cap. 12
R 296-5649 Bob Kierlin 127 SOB 32 R 296-3903 Kenric J. Scheevel 129 SOB 31
DFL 296-4913 AnthonyG."Tony" Kinkel G-9 Cap. 4 DFL 296-8869 Linda Scheid 303 Cap. 47
R 296-4848 Sheila M. Kiscaden 135 SOB 30 R 296-9248 Grace S. Schwab 151 SOB 27
R 296-6455 Dave Kleis 107 SOB 16 DFL 296-4188 Sam G. Solon 303 Cap. 7
R 296-4120 David L. Knutson 133 SOB 36 R 296-8075 Dan Stevens 105 SOB 17
DFL 296-7061 Jane Krentz 111 Cap. 51 DFL 296-8660 LeRoy A. Stumpf G-24 Cap. 1
DFL 296-3205 Keith Langseth 122 Cap. 9 R 296-6238 Roy Terwilliger 115 SOB 42
R 296-5655 Cal Larson 153 SOB 10 DFL 296-8017 David ]J. Tomassoni 111 Cap. 5
R 296-4125 Arlene ]. Lesewski 131 SOB 21 DFL 296-5650 Jim Vickerman 226 Cap. 22
IND 296-4136 Bob Lessard G-51 SOB 3 DFL 297-8073 Deanna L. Wiener 303 Cap. 38
R 296-2159 Warren Limmer 155 SOB 33 DFL 296-6820 Charles W. Wiger 301 Cap. 55
DFL 296-0293 Becky Lourey G-9 Cap. 8

Capitol address: 75 Constitution Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55155.
State Office Building address: 100 Constitution Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55155.
All phone numbers are area code 651.
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama,
with Senate President Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) and
House Speaker Steve Sviggum
(R-Kenyon) behind him, ac-
knowledges applause from
Legislators and guests prior to
his address in the House cham-
ber Weds., May 9.

Photo by David J. Oadkes
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Senate Highlights

Dalai Lama addresses Legislature

Calling Minnesota the second home
to many of his people, the spiritual leader
and exiled head of state of Tibet, His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, addressed a joint
convention of the Minnesota Legislature
Weds., May 9. He thanked Minnesotans
for offering a wide range of opportunities
to Tibetans and for making them feel
“calm and at peace” in the state.

The Dalai Lama referred to the
occasion as one of genuine human feeling.
“Human affection is a very, very precious
thing,” he said, regardless of one’s country,
faith or language. If people carry the spirit
of genuine affection with them constantly,
he said, then everything they set out to do
will be constructive.

He emphasized three main points that
he said he tries to keep in mind every day.
First, he said, human beings are fundamen-
tally the same. The future of humanity, the
Dalai Lama said, rests on humans express-
ing concern for each other. “We all have
an innate desire to have a happy life,” he
said, and we all have the right to a happy
and meaningful existence. Most problems
in the world, he said, are created out of
human intelligence expressed in the
physical world. The solutions to the
problems must be found on the mental and

emotional levels, he said. Only by utilizing
the basic human values of caring, commu-
nity, self-discipline, forgiveness and
tolerance can humans hope to fully address
their problems, the Dalai Lama said. “The
basic human nature is gentle and compas-
sionate,” he said, though it may be tinged
with occasional feelings of aggression.

The Dalai Lama said his second
reflection is that there are many religious
traditions in the world, all of which have
great potential to serve humanity. All of
them, he said, carry a message of love and
emphasize the basic human values. “As a
Buddhist monk, I try to promote coopera-
tion between different traditions,” he said.
The growth of spiritual pluralism, the
Dalai Lama said, is a wonderful advance-
ment. However, he also said that once a
person accepts religion, that person should
examine the faith very seriously.

Finally, the Dalai Lama stressed the
importance the Tibetan people—both
residents of their homeland and regugees
and exiles across the world—place on him.
“The Tibetan people trust me,” he said,
and that places a large moral responsibility
on his shoulders. Tibet, he said, is a nation
with a long and unique history passing
through a difficult period now. “We have
to find the proper solution,” he said. As the
exiled political leader of Tibet, the Dalai
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Lama said, his view of the best approach to
resolving differences between Tibet and
the People’s Republic of China is the
middle ground. He said the best course is
not to seek independence from China, but
to seek some political autonomy for the
region. Upon the day of his return to
Tibet, the Dalai Lama said, he will hand
over his political power to the local
government and stress progress towards a
fully democratic form of rule. If China
wants to join the world community, he
said, then the world must allow it in.
Through that way, he said, the government
will be compelled to modernize and
liberalize. Chinese suspicions about
himself and the West can only be de-
creased, the Dalai Lama said, through
friendship between Western leaders and
the Chinese. In the meantime, he said,
civilized nations must not abandon their
values when addressing principled issues,
including human rights and religious
freedom.

After the address, leaders of both
houses—including Majority Leader Roger
Moe (DFL-Erskine) and Minority Leader
Dick Day (R-Owatonna)—met with the
Dalai Lama in a private session in the other
body’s retiring room. Moe presented the
Dalai Lama with an engraved wooden box
containing Minnesota wild rice as a token
of thanks on behalf of Minnesotans and
the Senate.

Omnibus tax bill approved

Members of the Committee on Taxes
took up H.F. 2498, the omnibus tax bill,
during the Weds., May 9, meeting. The
panel, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), made several
amendments to the bill and advanced to
the floor a tax package offering a broad
range of tax reforms and relief, including a
$425 million sales tax rebate and $609
million in tax cuts.

When he introduced the package to
the committee, Pogemiller said the Senate
plan represents the decision in the majority
caucus to split projected surpluses evenly
in half between tax relief and investment.
He acknowledged that the decision put
the Tax Committee in a difficult position,
since both the other body and the gover-
nor were able to offer more tax reform and
relief in their proposals. However,
Pogemiller called the Senate majority’s
overall plan the most balanced approach.

“This has been a difficult process for
me,” said Sen. William Belanger (R-




Bloomington), the committee’s ranking
minority member. He said there are several
items in the Senate proposal that he does
not consider appropriate for a tax bill.
Among the issues he specifically targeted
are a provision making the Metropolitan
Council an elected body, approporiations
for biodiesel efforts and the imposition of
a property tax on the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport to fund airport
mitigation costs. With only $609 million
of the projected FY 02-03 surplus avail-
able to the panel, Belanger said, “we got
shorted on our target.” “As far as I'm
concerned,” Belanger said, “there is no
vision in this bill and no reform in this
bill.”

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) said the Senate, the govenor and
the other body all started with the same
resources. The Senate, he said, decided to
put half the growth into investments in
education, health care and transportation.
The other half, Moe said, was ear-marked
for tax reform and relief. The Senate
placed its property tax reform emphasis, he
said, on homes, especially those in the
median market value range. “This tax
plan, coupled with the budget bills already
passed, demonstrates the Senate’s priori-
ties,” Moe said.

Pogemiller also offered an amendment
that, among other provisions, delays
repealing the Medical Assistance surcharge
for one year and striking language in the
bill that removed the health care provider
tax. The net effect, Pogemiller said, will be
to allow the provider tax to rise to two
percent. The amendment also provides
$43 million in one-time aid in FY 03 to
schools for education facility energy
reimbursement. Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-
Preston) questioned putting appropriations
into the tax bill. Pogemiller said the
money is not an appropriation, but a
rebate to schools on the sales taxes they
pay. The amendment was adopted, 16-11.

Representing the Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce, Bill Blazar said there are two
major components to tax reform: immedi-
ate relief and class rate compression. He
said the Senate proposal clearly provides
immediate relief. However, his organiza-
tion has concerns about the lack of
effective class rate compression, Blazar
said. In the future, he said, business
properties will pay a larger share of the
property tax statewide. Pogemiller said tax
relief on business properties at the level
the other body set would be a crushing

blow to homeowners. Blazar said shifting
the tax burden to homeowners, who can
vote in referenda, increases voter account-
ability and will eventually lower property
taxes on everyone.

Dave Renner, Minnesota Medical
Association, said his organization is
disappointed with the panel’s effective
reinstatement of the health care provider
tax. He suggested that Minnesota Care be
funded out of the state general fund or that
the Legislature place heavier taxes on
items directly creating health care prob-
lems, including tobacco. Tim Flaherty of
the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities
said his organization finds the Senate
approach to be the best of the three
currently offered. However, Flaherty did
say his organization is worried about the
impact of the proposed property tax reform
on the lowest valued homes.

Wayne Cox, Minnesota Citizens for
Tax Justice, said it is a mistake for any of
the three players to be spending or cutting
taxes at the levels currently being pro-
posed. Everything is dependent on
revenues that can no longer reasonably be
counted on, Cox said. He said the Senate
should either raise taxes to cover the
proposed spending or create new spending
totals that are accompanied by realistic
assessments of future revenues. Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville) noted that Finance
Commissioner Pamela Wheelock has sent
Legislators a memo requesting unallotment
authority in case revenues are not enough
to maintain spending at the level enacted
by the Legislature.

H.F. 2498 was advanced to the floor
on a 17-11 roll call vote.

.08 limit debated

Much of the early part of the Thurs.,
May 10, floor session was spent debating
an amendment to a relatively non-
controversial omnibus DWI bill. The bill,
S.F. 1208, sponsored by Sen. Leo Foley
(DFL-Coon Rapids), makes numerous
changes in DWI provisions.

Foley offered an amendment lowering
the legal blood alcohol limit to .08. He
said the amendment contains much of the
same language discussed previously on the
floor, but specifically accounts for new
money and appropriations in a way that
balances all the funds involved. Under
the amendment, reinstatement surcharges
are raised to cover part of the cost of
implementation. Several members
objected to the amendment under a rule

that requires any bill that violates agreed
upon spending limits as being out of order.
However, Sen. John Marty (DFL-
Roseville) countered that the amendment
contained enough new revenue to offset
any additional spending, particularly when
federal incentives are taken into account.

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) said
members should not vote based on pressure
they feel from the federal government
because it weakens a state’s power to make
decisions. Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) argued against the amendment
and said that there is no empirical evi-
dence of a correlation between lowering
the DW1I threshhold and decreasing
alcohol-related fatalities.

Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar)
rose to offer support for Foley’s amend-
ment. He said, “We’re placing our lives
and the lives of those we meet on the
highways in jeopardy because of costs to
local governments, but think of the cost to
human lives, injuries and insurance that
taxpayers have to pay.”

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
told members, “Impairment can be
measured by many different factors. 1
think at .08 people can function. We’ll be
catching more people who are not so
impaired that they can’t drive,” he said.
Murphy said he prefers to support legisla-
tion that targets repeat DW1 offenders.

Sen. Mady Reiter (R-Shoreview) said
the amendment differs from the bill in
terms of where the federal incentive
money is distributed. “Originally the
money went to transportation,” she said,
“and now it goes into an education fund.”

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
addressed the question of where to direct
the incentive funds. She offered an
amendment to the amendment to distrib-
ute 50 percent of the incentive money to
counties for transportation grants to offset
costs related to the court system. Foley
said he supported the amendment. Sen.
Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall) asked
Berglin precisely how the money in the
amendment to the amendment would be
distributed.

Johnson offered an amendment to
change the effective date from Aug. 1,
2001 to Aug. 1, 2002 to ensure that
Minnesota will receive the incentive
dollars. The amendment to the amend-
ment was adopted.

Foley’s amendment did not prevail on
a 30-33 roll call vote. S.F. 1208 was
granted final passage on a 58-5 vote.




Committee update

Agriculture, General
Legislation and Veterans

Affairs

Foot-and-mouth control okayed

Discussion of foot-and-mouth disease
dominated the Weds., May 9, meeting of
the Agriculture, General Legislation and
Veterans Affairs Committee. Members
approved S.F. 2368, a bill giving the
Board of Animal Health authority to deal
with a disease outbreak.

Gene Hugoson, commissioner of the
Department of Agriculture (MDA), said
the agency incorporated lessons learned
from the situation in England to create a
contingency plan for a foot-and-mouth
disease outbreak. Experiences in England
have shown that people can be carriers for
the foot-and-mouth virus, even though
they cannot be infected, Hugoson said.

Dr. Dale Nierby of the Board of
Animal Health discussed his recent
experiences with disease control in
England. Animal control personnel had
the authority to completely destroy any
herd where a sign of foot-and-mouth
disease was found, he said. Such decisive
and swift action is necessary to prevent
spread of the disease, Nierby said.

Paul Strandberg, MDA, outlined the
specific provisions in the bill. The measure
allows the governor, on the recommenda-
tion of the Board of Animal Health, to
declare a disease outbreak emergency.
Under emergency conditions, the Board
has the authority to restrict the movement
of people on or off an infected farm. The
bill also allows the governor to comman-
deer land for the disposal of animal
carcasses, Strandberg said.

The federal government will reim-
burse farmers for losses incurred under the

Upon his arrival at the Capitol, His Holiness the Dalai Lama is greeted by Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL - Fridley) and

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL - Erskine).

bill, Strandberg continued. He applauded
the committee’s foresight in adding $5
million to the contingency fund in the
budget bill to deal with a possible out-
break. Committee Chair Steve Murphy
(DFL-Red Wing) said he has heard from
representatives of livestock associations
that farmers across the state are in support
of strong measures to contain a foot-and-
mouth disease outbreak. The bill was sent
to the Rules and Administration Commit-
tee with a recommendation to pass.

In other business, the committee
confirmed appointments to several boards.
Wayne Marzolf of the Agriculture Finance
Division at the Dept. of Agriculture spoke
for the nominees to the Minnesota Rural
Finance Authority. William Thyne is
being appointed to his first term on the
board, Marzolf said. Marzolf highlighted
Thyne’s 16 years of experience in agricul-
tural credit in Big Stone County. The

Photo by Shelley Hawes




second nominee, Patrick Thiry of [santi
County, has been a member of the RFA
since 1994, according to Marzolf. Both

appointments were approved and their

confirmations recommended to the full
Senate.

Members then heard from three
nominees to the Minnesota Veterans
Home Board of Directors. Violet Wagoner,
Korean war veteran, said she has been
volunteering in veterans organizations for
several decades. “I want to do all I can to
help veterans now and in the future,” she
said. MaryLu Brunner, a veteran of the
Vietnam War, has an extensive back-
ground in nursing. “I truly care for the
veterans and the quality of care they
receive,” she said. Gordon Baden is a
veteran of the Korean War. He highlighted
his community involvement, including
over forty years as a member of the
American Legion and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. Murphy praised all three
nominees for their willingness to volunteer
for the board. The nominees were ap-
proved and their appointments sent to the
full Senate.

Finally, Dr. Gary Leff was approved
for appointment to the Board of Animal
Health. Dr. Thomas Hagerty, executive
director of the Board of Animal Health,
said that Leff’s experience as a veterinarian
makes him well qualified for the position.

Finance

Issues linger, advance

A number of issues discussed in other
committees and on the floor resurfaced in
bills presented to the full Finance Com-
mittee Mon., May 7. Members debated
and, in some cases, amended bills relating
to prescription drugs, drunk driving, car
registration and other issues.

The Fair Drug Pricing Act of 2001
was presented by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato). S.F. 765 establishes a
rebate program paid by drug manufacturers
to level out higher prices paid by consum-
ers who do not have prescription coverage.
The rebate, to be reimbursed by drug
manufacturers, is required to equal the
rebate given through the existing Medical
Assistance program. The commissioner of
human services is authorized, under the
bill, to administer the various aspects of
the program and a dedicated fund is
created to collect and disburse the rebates.
Hottinger said that, without the rebates,
the people who currently pay the highest
prices for drugs get no assistance at all.

On behalf of the Pharmaceutical
Researchers and Manufacturers Associa-
tion, Randy Morris repeated objections
raised in other committees where the bill
has been heard. He said the bill will cause
drug prices to go up for everyone and
added that some provisions of the bill
might be unconstitutional. Hottinger said
constitutional challenges to similar
programs in another state had been taken
into account in drafting the bill. Sen.
Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield) asked if
the Attorney General Office’s budget can
account for the cost of defending chal-
lenges to the bill. A representative of the
office said the costs are not expected to be
more than the office can absorb.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) said
she is concerned that the rebates in the bill
are granted without regard to income. Sen.
Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina) said that it
might be wise to wait for the federal
government to act on prescription reform
because Minnesota has inadvertently been
underfunded federally in cases where state
health funding has been ahead of the
curve. Hottinger said the program supple-
ments the other ways the state provides
relief for prescription drugs and will not be
affected by federal reform. On a vote of
15-10, members approved and advanced
the bill to the full Senate.

Sen. David Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington) presented S.F. 264, a bill
that makes it a felony to commit a fourth
DWI offense in a ten year period. Johnson
said the bill has been modified numerous
times in committee to lessen the fiscal
impact on local jurisdictions and added
that the actual costs are hard to predict
because a lot depends on what judges do
in carrying out the sentencing. He high-
lighted provisions that allow some of the
cost of incarceration to be paid by
offenders’ involvement in work programs.
Berglin said another provision requires
health plans to cover court-ordered
chemical dependency treatment.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
called the bill a sham and objected to the
watering down of the provisions for the
sake of the cost of enforcement. He said
“We're passing a bill that’s called felony
DWI and really we’re not doing anything.”
The Legislature needs to consider the
human costs of drunk driving, he said, and
figure out a way to fund the stiffer sentenc-
ing penalties. Sen. Twyla Ring (DFL-
North Branch) agreed, saying that even if
prisons become more crowded, the

hospitals and morgues will be less so.
Johnson said the bill had to be changed to
satisfy significant opposition, largely from
counties.

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
presented S.F. 1541, a bill that makes a
number of changes to statute as recom-
mended by the Department of Commerce.
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
amendment raising the cap and allowing
for expediting claims from the recovery
portion of the department’s real estate
education, research, and recovery fund.
She said the once-a-year payment of claims
causes many tenants to have to wait a long
time to be paid. Glenn Dorfman of the
Minnesota Association of Realtors said
that the process of paying claims is
intentionally complex, but people do not
have trouble ultimately receiving payment
for a legitimate claim. The Higgins
amendment was adopted.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
offered an amendment requiring that $1
million from the same fund be spent for
fair housing and an anti-discrimination
campaign directed at real estate licensees
and the general public. The amendment
was adopted and the bill as amended was
approved and advanced to the floor.

The debate regarding vehicle registra-
tion fees was reopened by the consider-
ation of S.F. 829, authored by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing). The bill raises
the registration renewal fee from $3.50 to
$4.50 and raises all other transactions to
$7. The bill specifies that $2.50 of each $7
transaction may go to a dealer if the dealer
handles the registration electronically.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
said the Senate approved a version of the
bill on the floor which leaves registrations
filed directly through the department at
$3.50. Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St.
Paul) said the bill was originally intended
to help deputy registrars, especially in
Greater Minnesota, by generating more
income. He said the Wiener version,
however, actually hurts deputy registrars by
allowing people to save $1 by going
directly to the department. Murphy agreed,
saying the avoidance of two-tiered fees is
the reason for his bill. Wiener said her
amendment does not hurt registrars
because many people will still pay the
extra dollar for the convenience. Debate
continued, with several Senators saying
they were unclear whether the Wiener
amendment is good for deputy registrars or
not.
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Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
said that, as a compromise, all renewals
could stay at $3.50, since the deputy
registrars will make more from the $7 fee
for other transactions. Wiener said the
Robling proposal does not allow enough
of an increase in income for the registrars
because renewals are the vast majority of
transactions.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said the part she does not like is the
increase to $7 for all transactions that are
not renewals, especially because of the
impact on lower income people who will
have to pay the higher fee even if they buy
a very inexpensive used car.

Murphy said the increased fee covers
the extra costs of processing transactions
that are more complicated than simple
renewals.

Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
and Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar)
said that, before the issue is revisited on
the floor, representatives of car dealers
should provide more information about
their need for the $2.50 portion of the fees,
including the dealers’ process for reporting
that the fee has been charged on the car’s
invoice.

The Wiener amendment was adopted
on a 15-14 vote. The bill was approved
and sent to the full Senate.

Members advanced a number of other
bills without controversy.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) gained
approval for S.F. 619, a bill that changes a
number of provisions related to domestic
abuse.

S.F. 1485, authored by Sen. Steve
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), regulates compa-
nies that deal in the transmission of money.
He successfully offered an amendment to
clarify that the bill does not apply to
phone card retailers or benefit transfer
cards.

A bill by Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.),
S.F. 2107, specifies the Coldwater Springs
land acquisition process for parkland
development.

S.F. 1908, authored by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), continues exclu-
sions for the preparation of kosher food as
it relates to the calculation of the Medical
Assistance payment rate for nursing homes.

Kelly presented S.F. 648, the Senate’s
claims bill for the session. The bill
specifies payments totaling over $250,000
for a variety of claims against the state as
reviewed by the Joint Subcommittee on
Claims.

Health and Family Security

EMS appointments confirmed

The Health and Family Security
Committee, chaired by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), met briefly Thurs., May 10,
to consider the governor’s appointees to
the Emergency Medical Services Regula-
tory Board (EMS). The four appointees
include Steve Haavisto, Martin Scheerer,
Linda Way and Robert Anderson, filling
required slots representing sheriffs offices, a
fire chief representative, a registered nurse
representative and a rural regional
emergency services organization, respec-
tively. Members approved all four
appointments and the meeting was
adjourned.

State Government,
Economic Development and
the Judiciary Budget
Division

Bills advance

The State Government, Economic
Development and the Judiciary Budget
Division met briefly before the floor
session Thurs., May 10, to process a few
remaining bills.

A bill revising certain aspects of the
Uniform Commercial Code, S.F. 1561, was
presented by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato). Hottinger said the measure is
essentially a housekeeping bill for Article
9 of the Uniform Commercial Code. The
bill was approved and forwarded to the
full Finance Committee.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 1261, a bill modifying the
loan agreement originally made for the
construction of the Xcel Energy Center.
The bill specifies that the loan repayments
which will begin to be credited in FY 04-
05, are to be directed toward redevelop-
ment within the city of St. Paul. Kelly said
the city faces unique challenges in
competing with suburban or ex-urban sites
for housing or economic development. He
said the original project included signifi-
cant local and private money and was the
only loan in a $134 million bonding bill.
He also said the Target Center in Minne-
apolis still gets funds annually through
state grants, not loans.

Sen. Martha Robertson (R-
Minnetonka) said the Xcel loan repay-
ments are specified for a youth activities

account. She said the bill reneges on the
understanding that got the loan approved
in the first place. Kelly said there will be
no money in the fund until FY 04-05 and
that there are no plans for spending the
repayments. The bill was approved and
forwarded to the full Finance Committee.

S.F. 1438, carried by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), provides for
ratification of labor agreements and salary
levels approved by the Legislative
Coordinating Commission Subcommittee
on Employee Relations. The bill also
specifies the method whereby appointing
authorities may recommended salaries. An
amendment was proposed that lets local
authorities waive the 95 percent of the
governor’s salary cap for classes of posi-
tions in which there is intense competition
for qualified candidates. Robertson said
granting the waivers for classes of position
abdicates legislative responsibility for
determining when to all the cap to be
surpassed.

Scheid said some positions, such as
hospital administrators, are routinely
difficult to fill because of the cap and
competition with other areas. Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), chair of the
division, said some classes of positions are
already excluded from the salary cap. The
bill was approved and advanced to the full
committee.

Taxes

Drafts presented

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) presented members of the Tax
Committee with updated copies of draft
articles of the omnibus tax bill during two
brief meetings Mon., May 7. Pogemiller,
who chairs the committee, said the drafts
represent the work of two budget divisions
in processing the various tax bills intro-
duced by members of the Senate.

The draft articles represent many
sections of tax law including minerals
taxation, local development, individual
income tax, corporate taxation, sales and
use taxes, Metropolitan Area financing
and governance, special taxes, payments in
lieu of taxes, local government aid (LGA),
state takeover of county costs, a property
tax refund and property tax reform. An
article updating Minnesota law to conform
with federal tax laws, a streamlines sales
tax article and an article called the
Sustainable Forest Incentive Act were
presented.
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A standing room only crowd packed Room 15 in the Capitol Weds., May 9, as the Tax Committee convened to consider the

Senate omnibus tax bill.

A draft of a sales tax rebate article
returning $425 million, half the amount
recommended by the governor, to Minne-
sota taxpayers was also presented. The
rebate will be drawn from the FY 2001
budget. The other articles provide for
$609 million in tax relief during the FY
02-03 biennium. The governor’s proposal,
presented at the beginning of the year,
provided for over $1.2 billion in tax relief
during the same period.

Sen. Bob Lessard (IND-Int’l. Falls)
asked what the focus of the Sustainable
Forest Incentive Act was meant to do. Sen.
Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) said the
provisions are meant to encourage private
owners of timberland to make a long-term
commitment to sustainable forest manage-
ment. The article provides a tax incentive
payment of about two-thirds of the
property taxes on the property to landown-
ers who enroll their timberland in the
state’s sustainable forest program. The
proposal also requires that landowners

enrolling more than 2,500 acres must
allow year-round, nonmotorized access to
their land for hunting and fishing. Rest
said the interested parties all agreed on the
2,500 acre figure, but the other body
passed a version of the proposal that sets
the figure at 640 acres.

Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.) said
the Metro Area financing and governance
article provides for greater accountability
with a reformatted Metropolitan Council.
He said the proposal gives county commis-
sioners a greater role in the Met Council.
In response to a question from Sen. Gen
Olson (R-Minnetrista), Orfield said the
Met Council members would be elected
but the goal is to have most of the
council’s membership also serve as county
commissioners. He said the goal was to
have a Metro Area-wide body with taxing
authority without creating a new level of
government.

Pogemiller highlighted features of the
local development article. It includes help

Photo by David J.Oakes

for Hassan Township, the only remaining
township in Hennepin County, $1.5
million in aid for Minnesota’s border cities
and provisions removing the State Auditor
from the tax increment financing oversight
laws. The article also includes provisions
making the Minneapolis-St. Paul Interna-
tional Airport subject to the property tax
and using revenue raised to pay for airport
impact mitigation.

Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-
Paynesville) asked if the draft articles
include a sales tax exemption for local
units of government. Pogemiller said the
provision is not in the drafts, however
specific requests from local units to impose
local sales taxes are included.

According to Senate Fiscal Analyst
Gordon Folkman, the draft articles also
include a provision to raise the renters
credit from 19 percent to 20 percent,
providing $7 million in tax relief to
renters statewide. He said the state take-
over of county costs article provides a
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schedule for the completion of the state’s
takeover of the court system and provides
for the state assuming about one half of the
counties’ costs for out-of-home placement
and day training expenses. Folkman said
the LGA article provides about $30
million in additional funding to local
units of government.

Pogemiller said the Senate is unable
to accomplish the tax reductions that the
other body and the governor have mapped
out because the Senate committed more
money in its targets to increased invest-
ment in health and human services,
transportation and education. He said the
property tax article focuses tax relief on
the average value Metro Area home.
Pogemiller said the draft article does not
significantly compress commercial-
industrial tax rates, but does hold business
property taxes down. It also, he said,
compresses the class rate for apartments.

Higher Ed Conference

Committee

Higher ed funding compared

The many differences between the
House and Senate approaches to higher
education funding drew the attention of
the conference committee on S.F. 2343,
chaired by Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-
Eagan), when the group met Weds., May 9.
The members took no action to reconcile
the differences, and no target has been set
for education funding by party leaders.

The total sum of funding provided in
the bills reflects the divide between the
House and Senate on higher education
issues. The Senate appropriates a total of
$283 million of new money for FY 02 and
FY 03, while the House spends a total of
$190 million. The Senate bill includes
new money for the Mayo Foundation,
several MnSCU programs, University of
Minnesota health professional education
and improved faculty compensation
measures that are not funded by the House
file. The Senate bill also allocates almost
twice as much money to the Higher
Education Services Office than the House
does.

The House and Senate diverge on the
use of money from the tobacco endow-
ment for funding higher education. The
House bill transfers $212 million from the
tobacco use prevention and local public
health endowment fund to the medical
education endowment. The Senate, on the

other hand, does not use any additional
tobacco endowment money. Instead, the
Senate health and human services omnibus
bill funds the Academic Health Center
through the Department of Health and
Human Services. Both the House higher
education bill and the Senate health and
human services bill provide about $15
million for the center, which requested a
$16 million appropriation.

Jan Malcolm, commissioner of health,
said the governor has recommended that
some of the money that has not yet been
put into the tobacco fund be given to the
Academic Health Center at the University
of Minnesota. However, she said, the
governor does not approve of the House’s
bill because it uses money that has already
been appropriated for tobacco use
prevention programs. She said that
tobacco use is the number one preventable
death in Minnesota and costs the state
about $1.3 billion each year. “This should
not be made into an either-or choice
between preventing tobacco use or
funding higher education,” she said.

Both the House and Senate bills
establish accountability measure for public
higher education institutions. Wiener said
the governor’s low recommended spending
for higher education came partially out of
frustration at the lack of accountability
within the institutions. The House bill
requires the Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities (MnSCU) and the University
of Minnesota to report to the Legislature
on the schools’ performance in areas of
academic equality, student experiences
and success, cost-effectiveness and
institutional efficiency and contributions
to workforce and economic development.
Under the Senate bill, MnSCU and the
University must report to the Legislature
on similar measures. The provision sets
aside $1 million to be given to the
institutions if the report is completed.

Conference Committee on
Jobs, Economic
Development and Housing

Companion bills compared

The first meeting of the conference
committee on H.F. 2846 was held Weds.,
May 9. Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville)
presided. Jobs, housing, and economic
development portions of the omnibus bill
from the Senate’s State Government,
Economic Development and the Judiciary

Budget Division fall under the purview of
the conference committee, as do provi-
sions relating to the Department of
Commerce, which had been in the Senate
appropriations bill for transportation and
public safety.

The bills from the two bodies include
appropriations and language related to a
wide variety of departments and agencies,
including the Dept. of Trade and Eco-
nomic Development (DTED), Dept. of
Economic Security (DES) and the Minne-
sota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA). In
addition, the bills include funding for the
Dept. of Commerce, the Dept. of Labor
and Industry, Minnesota Technology Inc.,
the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilita-
tion Board and a number of boards,
councils and commissions. The total FY
02-03 appropriations for all funds,
departments and programs, are $471
million in the Senate version and $484
million in the House version. However,
the Senate bill appropriates an additional
$75 million from FY 01 for housing.

Staff members from the two bodies
presented a thorough overview of the
funding differences in a side-by-side
comparison of the two bills.

The more substantial differences in
funding between the two bills relate to
economic development, workforce
development and housing. In DTED
funding, a side-by-side comparison shows a
total difference of $19 million and a
significant difference in the sources of
funding. The House bill spends a greater
proportion from the workforce develop-
ment fund while the Senate version takes a
greater portion from the general fund. For
example, the Senate bill uses the general
fund for the combined job skills and
pathways funding, while the house makes
those appropriations from the workforce
development fund. The House bill also
includes more money from federal
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) funds. DTED programs funded in
the Senate bill exclusively include
technology capitalization initiatives, job
skills programs such as WomenVenture
and St. Paul Port Authority Customized
Job Training, and travel information
centers. Funding for a number of other
programs or initiatives is included in the
House bill at a lower amount than in the
Senate bill.

DES funding differs by a total of $8
million for the biennium, with the Senate
bill including funding for several programs




that are not funded in the House bill. The
Senate version funds the displaced
homemakers program, youth intervention
grants and a pilot for paid parental leave.
The Senate also provides one-time
funding for programs addressing women in
non-traditional careers, rehabilitation for
people with brain injuries, and HIV
education in the workplace. Under
workforce rehabilitation services, the
House bill includes $1.5 million in TANF
funds for welfare-to-work programs, while
the Senate version spends $3.8 million in
programs for people with a mental illness,
deafness or a physical disability.

Base funding for housing is mostly the
same under both bills; the major differ-

ences occur in the use of one-time funding.

In the House bill, $24 million in federal
TANEF dollars are shifted by way of tax
credit reimbursements to the general fund.
From there, the money is appropriated to
the affordable rental investment fund
(ARIF) as one-time money to support
housing for the lowest income working
families. By contrast, the Senate bill
appropriates $75 million in one-time
funding from FY 01. A total of $20.6
million of the amount is added to the
housing challenge fund, $23 million goes
to the housing trust fund, and $8.2 million
is added to ARIF. The Senate designates
$7.9 million of the one-time funding for
local initiative grants, including lead
abatement, homeless veterans, and a
manufactured home program. The House
bill addresses these programs in other ways,
including funding housing for homeless
veterans with an unspent amount from a
local government unit account in the
housing trust fund.

One funding difference that is
reflected throughout the two bills, and
represents the only difference for many of
the departments and small agencies, is the
two body’s different treatment of salary
and benefit increases and small agency
operational expenses. In general, the
Senate bill includes the full 3 percent
salary and benefit increase requested in the
governor’s budget while the House bill
provides increases of roughly half that
amount. The lone exception is for small
agencies, where both bills grant the full
salary and benefit increase but the House
denies the operational expenses.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
highlighted a difference in the bills related
to funding provided for disaster relief. He
said the funding is drawn from a variety of

different sources among various bills in
both bodies and asked staff to prepare a
separate summary of all the funding
involved.

On matters of policy, the only area
reviewed at the meeting was housing. The
major difference is the Senate version’s
provisions for inclusionary housing. The
Senate bill also includes changes to the
adoption of building codes while the
House has a separate bill, still on the
House floor, with different language on
the same topic. In provisions for the
consolidation of MHFA funds, the bills’
language is the same except as it relates to
demolition of structures and income limits.
Regarding funding-specific language, the
bills include a number of differences in
rider language or set-asides. In addition,
specifications differ as they relate to the
program established for manufactured
housing.

Floor update

E-12 bill debated

A bill providing funding for early
childhood through grade 12 education was
the focus of the Thurs., May 3, floor
session. The measure, S.F. 2359, include
funding for general education, special
education, educational excellence
initiatives, facilities and technology
proposals, fund transfers, nutrition pro-
grams, child abuse prevention programs,
self-sufficiency in life-long learning
programs and aid to libraries.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), chief sponsor of the bill, said, “This
bill has a tremendous impact on our
children and our families.” He said the bill
brings greater equity between districts,
addresses the needs of early childhood
programs and tries to reform the educa-
tional system with innovative, creative
ideas and change.

Stumpf continued, “There are a
number of components in this measure.”
The bill appropriates a total of $500
million in new spending for the biennium,
representing a dramatic difference between
the Senate proposal and the
administration’s proposed zero increase in
new funding for the first year of the
biennium. Provisions to S.F. 2359 add an
increase to the education formula and an
infusion of new funding for districts.
According to Stumpf, a provision transfers
to the formula $415 per pupil from excess
levies to the general education formula,

and adds $106 per pupil in FY 02 and
$140 per pupil in FY 03 to the basic
formula allowance. Pupil compression is
streamlined and reformulated under the
bill to raise the base formula to $5,135 per
pupil.

Stumpf said the new formula recog-
nizes that the real cost of educating each
child is actually higher than under the
current formula. Another provision
transfers money from the general education
per pupil formula to pay for unfunded
special education costs.

The bill also addresses disparities
between rich and poor districts, Stumpf
said, by adding $43 million to the state
equity formula. The bill also reallocates
$17 million from the charter school lease
levies, he said.

Stumpf said a provision allows high
school seniors to leave school early if they
meet all education requirements for
graduation, allowing schools to keep the
excess revenues to help fund all-day
kindergarten. Another provision allows
school districts to assess a fee for transport-
ing students within a 2-mile limit. Current
law requires that districts provide transpor-
tation to all students outside the 2-mile
limit.

The bill includes funding for career
and technical school education, telecom-
munications funding and provides staff for
a gifted learning program through the
Dept. of Children, Families and Learning
(CFL). Stumpf emphasized that an
important component appropriates $80
million for the next two bienniums for
special education. Additionally, the bill
addresses the problems of teacher retention
by instituting a loan forgiveness program,
alternative licensure provisions and a
mentorship program for the first three years
of a teacher’s career.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
provided an overview of the bill related to
early childhood education. “One of the
things we’re doing is consolidating
childcare programs,” she said. A provision
allows community early childhood
councils to integrate all or a portion of
funding available through Head Start,
child care services grants and ECFE. Other
provisions include the establishment of a
TEACH program to provide tuition
scholarships in an amount up to $2,000
per year, education incentive bonuses of
$300-$500 and retention bonuses up to
$3,500 annually to child care and educa-
tion providers and staff.
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Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston)
offered an amendment to change the effect
of the funding bill in the second year of
the biennium. “I would like this proposal
referred to as the fair funding amendment,”
he said, adding “It helps districts that are
underfunded.” Scheevel said the amend-
ment eliminates the referendum and
divides the allocation for FY 03 and
beyond, and distributes it equally on a per
student basis across the state. Scheevel said
that in the second year of the biennium,
Metro Area districts receive as much or
more under the amendment than they
would under the bill.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
said, “It seems to me this should be called
the faulty funding amendment.” The
amendment, she said, does not take into
consideration the base funding. She
emphasized the necessity of considering
the original inequities between districts.
“The reason the bill formula is so compli-
cated is that the base is unbalanced,” she
said.

Scheevel argued that he did not touch
the compensatory aid formulas in his
proposal, but merely added to the formula
and equally distributed it between
districts. “I'm leaving the revenue stream
intact,” he said.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said she
opposed the amendment because under
the bill there is a phasing in of compensa-
tory aid, which more impoverished
districtsneed.

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) said
“I the amendment is too extreme—it’s trying
to say that everything is the same across the
state and doesn’t take into account the fact
that costs are different across the state. It
also doesn’t address the fact that some
children don’t have the ability to speak
English and require more help,” he said.

The members failed to adopt the
amendment.

E-12 amendments considered
Debate on the measure continued for
several hours. The members considered
two amendments that require studies on
school equity. One amendment, sponsored
by Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield),
forms a legislative task force on school
equity issues. The study is funded with
$20,000 taken from the CFL budget.
Kelley put forth an amendment, which was
adopted, to the amendment that requires
the task force to investigate educational
quality as well as equality. Neuville’s
amendment, as amended, was adopted.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
presented an amendment that requires an
independent firm to study school account-
ability. He said that Standard and Poors
had testified in the committee on their
ability to examine 1,500 different factors,
cross-reference them and put them on a
searchable web site. The data collection,
he said, would be invaluable in making
meaningful education policy in the future.

“We’re spending $9.4 billion,” he
said. “There is no clear policy or research
upon which we are basing our policy.” He
said the study would research the connec-
tions between school finance and student
achievement. Parents, home buyers,
employers, tax payers, teachers and
Legislators would have access to school
information online, he said.

“Sen. Knutson is ahead of his time,”
said Stumpf. He said the study should be
done two years from now, when the
department has upgraded its computer
accounting system from an outdated
COBOL database. “We have a prime
opportunity to do this now,” said Knutson.
“Not two years from now.” He said that
Standard and Poors will integrate the data
collection process with the installation of
new computers. On a 27-34 vote, the
Senate failed to adopt the amendment to
research school equity.

CFL is required to return funds to the
Pew Charitable Trust under an amendment
sponsored by Sen. Warren Limmer (R-
Maple Grove). The amendment also
details an auditing process for the Depart-
ment of CFL.

The attorney general is currently
examining the matter, said Stumpf. He said
the Legislature should not interrupt the
investigation, because the department has
been working with the Office of the
Legislative Auditor. The audit process, he
said, is already spelled out in the bill. He
offered an amendment that deletes a
section of the amendment and leaves only
a provision requiring that the money be
returned. Stumpf’s amendment to Limmer’s
amendment was adopted and the amend-
ment, as amended, was approved.

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud)
presented an amendment that requires
geographic balance in recruiting teachers
through the teachers for the 2 1st century
program. The amendment was adopted.

The Senate also debated an amend-
ment that boosts the per pupil allowance
for gifted and talented students from $5 to
$11. Under the amendment, the additional

funding is taken from a $13 million cut
from the best practices appropriation. Sen.
Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater), sponsor
of the amendment, said only schools
chosen by the commissioner get best
practices grants, but under her amendment
all schools will receive additional money
for gifted and talented programs. Her
amendment also eliminates the grade
seven graduation standard testing.

Stumpf said abolishing the grade
seven test renders the state ineligible for
$92 million in federal money. The
amendment was defeated 22-34.

Anotheramendment that uses money
from the best practices budget for special
programs was offered by Sen. Mady Reiter
(R-Shoreview). The amendment reallo-
cates $224,000 to a pilot parallel block
scheduling project in the Mounds View
School District. The scheduling project,
she said, promotes the efficient use of
teachers’ time and reduces the student to
teacher ratio. The schools need the money,
she said, to study the program design and
determine how to apply the project to
other schools. The Legislature, Stumpf
said, usually lets the commissioner of CFL
determine what specific projects receive
best practices grants. He suggested giving
the commissioner more authority in
allocating funds to the program.

Reiter requested a roll call vote on her
amendment and the measure was defeated
26-32. She then offered an amendment
that incorporated Stumpf’s suggestions.
The amendmentstates that the commis-
sioner must consider making a grant for the
Mounds View project, but does not
mandate funding. The Senate adopted
Reiter’ssecond amendment.

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) authored an amendment, which was
adopted, that she said corrects an oversight
in the bill. The amendment gives $40,000
to the Minnesota Academy of Science, an
organization with two part-time staff who
organize science competitions for students.

Additional amendments heard

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
offered an amendment that repeals
referendum allowance caps and the
sparsity exception. He said the amendment
has no state government fiscal impact and
respects and supports decision-making
abilities of local elected officials and
school administrators. Stumpf opposed the
provision on grounds that the bill cannot
carry another $70 or $80 million for
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Members of the Finance Committee raise their hands to vote on a proposed amendment during a recent committee hearing.
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levies. Pappas agreed with Stumpf and
spoke in opposition to the amendment.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
also opposed the provision and made two
points. He said there is clearly a revenue
impact in terms of property taxes and that
increasing the disparity by lifting caps,
increases and alters the number of equity
dollars. “Not all formulas are capped
appropriations. As equity distribution
changes and increases, additional state
dollars would have to be spent to make it
work,” he said.

Kelley presented an amendment to
Oliver’s amendment that adds excellence
to the equity requirement. After some
discussion, Kelley withdrew the amend-
ment and said he hopes to have future
discussions on the issue. Oliver’s amend-
ment was defeated.

Reiter offered an amendment that
repeals a pilot project that allows the
Minnesota Department of Revenue to
match student data with parents’ tax
records as a way of determining eligibility
for the free and reduced lunch program.

Reiter said she opposes the provision
because it violates data privacy. Bachman
said the bill seeks to give private confiden-
tial information regarding personal income
tax information to the state. She said she
supports the amendment because parents
should be allowed to come forward
voluntarily and request aid. Stumpf
maintained that no data privacy law is
violated because the department submits
student information to the Department of
Revenue and in turn receives an aggregate
report, not specific information.

Sen. Martha Robertson (R-
Minnetonka), Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley), Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista)
and Pogemiller spoke in opposition to the
amendment. They agreed the department
frequently requests summary information
from the Department of Revenue and that
income status, not income data, is re-
vealed. The amendment was defeated in a
20-41 vote.

Sen. Grace Schwab (R-Albert Lea)
raised the issue of a board-approved levy.
She offered an amendment that repeals a

provision in the bill that allows school
boards in 32 districts to approve levies
between $50 and $100. “I'm concerned
that once 32 districts can tax people like
this, every other district will be asking for
the same authority,” said Schwab. Pappas
opposed the amendment and said there is
an unequal tax base in the state, which is
compounded if referendums are not passed
because then districts don’t qualify for
equity revenue. However, under the bill,
districts without referendums qualify for
equity revenue, she said. Robertson
maintained that voters who don’t approve
referendums should not have access to
equity revenue. The amendment was not
adopted.

Integration aid was addressed in an
amendment offered by Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (R-Rochester). She said the
amendment increases integration aid to
$150 per pupil by transferring $4.887
million from the basic education account
to integration aid funding. Currently, she
said some districts receive $93 per pupil in
aid and others receive nothing dependent
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upon whether or not they have an integra-
tion plan and are contiguous to either the
St. Paul, Minneapolis or Duluth school
district. “Dollars are taken from the
magnate school grants for the first year of
funding and that should force the depart-
ment to come back with better guidelines
that we can adopt next session,” said
Kiscaden. Stumpf opposed the amendment
because he said there is a $1.21 million
state levy impact not funded in the bill
and the overall picture of integration aid
needs to be addressed. Pappas agreed with
the need to include more districts in
funding integration but asked members to
oppose the measure until conference
committee where integration aid could be
discussed more thoroughly. Kelley
concurred with Kiscaden and said school
districts should not have to wait for
integration aid. The amendment was
adopted in a 35-28 vote.

LeCenter receives a $350,000
technology integration grant in an
amendment offered by Neuville. Neuville
said LeCenter would appreciate the
funding because it is dealing with costs
associated with declining enrollment and
the effects from last year’s tornado. Stumpf
supported the amendment and it was
adopted.

Knutson offered an amendment
repealing the $415 per pupil transfer to the
formula and adding it to referendum
equalization aid. He said the amendment
allows equalization referendum aid to
increase to $250 and allows for referen-
dum aid in property poor districts. Stumpf
opposed the amendment saying, “That is
the reason you should support the bill
because we move away from reliance on
excess referendum.” The amendment was
defeated 23-32.

Scheevel directed members’ attention
to the issue of structurally balanced
budgets. He offered an amendment
requiring school districts to balance
budgets considering financial obligations
from two year teacher contracts and one
year beyond. “As contracts are being
signed, all expenditures must be matched
up with revenues,” said Scheevel. He said
the amendment alleviates trauma for the
potentially 3,000 teachers that will be laid
off this year because teacher payrolls for
the third year of a contract were not
considered in budgets. Legislators should
not object to having school districts go
through the same budget process as they
do, he said. Scheevel also reported that a

large number of organizations endorse the
amendment, including the Minnesota
School Boards Association, Minnesota
Business Partnership, Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce and the Minnesota Educa-
tion League.

Pappas said the amendment is flawed
because the premise is incorrect. “Over the
past 10 years, contract settlements have not
been higher than revenues and between
1998 and 1999 teacher salary schedules
have not kept pace with inflation,” she
said. Increased costs are not attributed to
teacher salaries, said Pappas, but are due to
smaller class sizes, smaller teacher-student
ratios, increased special education costs,
teachershortages, increased transportation
costs, increased health benefit costs, staff
development costs and other costs.

Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
opposed the amendment saying the cost of
government for school districts has
remained stable at 4.9 percent. “This
means districts are spending at a percent of
personal income relatively the same as
they have for the last 10 years,” he said.
The amendment was not adopted.

An amendment, proposed by
Bachmann, deletes provisions in the bill
related to a funding consolidation for early
childhood education programs. The
amendment also removes an increase in
early childhood developmental screening.
Bachmann praised the programs currently
operating in Minnesota, but said the state’s
mission has become too broad. “This is a
philosophical shift in how we’re dealing
with parental responsibility in child
rearing,” she said. Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-
Farmington) agreed, saying that screening
is a job for the medical profession, not
schools. Pappas said early childhood
programs are popular and provide a good
return on the effort invested. The amend-
ment was defeated 16-44.

Olson offered an amendment provid-
ing that the public can review statewide
basic skills tests, and giving parents access
to their student’s test results. Pappas said
the department already has such a policy.
After some investigation, Olson said she
could find no reference to such a policy on
the department’s web site. The amendment
was adopted.

An amendment, offered by Kiscaden,
transfers costs for the basic education aid
formula to career and technical education
aid. Stumpf agreed that the amendment is
a better approach to funding. The amend-
ment was adopted.

S.F. 2359, the E-12 education
omnibus funding bill, was given its third
reading and passed on a 46-18 roll call
vote. The bill was then laid on the table.

E-12 policy debate renewed

The final portion of the floor session
Thurs., May 3, ended with a continuation
of the discussion of the E-12 policy bill,
S.F. 866, authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul). The bill was originally
presented on the floor on Apr. 23, when
the measure was debated, amended and
laid over. Two of the most contentious
issues, the Profile of Learning and the use
of students for the dissemination of
political messages, resurfaced in the floor
debate.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
offered an amendment modifying the
Profiles of Learning. The amendment
requires the commissioner to waive the
Profile of Learning rules for districts that
meet certain requirements in adopting
their own academic standards. The
amendment specifies that the standards a
district adopts must include the basic
requirements and additional requirements
that meet or exceed the state standards in
communication skills, mathematics,
science, social studies, health and physical
education, and computer science. He said
the amendment is not an abandonment of
high academic standards, but allows
districts that are dissatisfied with the
profiles to establish their own standards.
Pappas said the districts have already been
given flexibility by only requiring some of
subject areas covered in the profiles. The
amendment was defeated on a vote of 29-
33.

A second Neuville amendment
specifies that districts do not have to offer
all of the subject areas of the profiles if
they do not require all 24 of them. Pappas
said districts were granted the authority to
require fewer subject areas in order to give
them more flexibility, but the total
curriculum is still a good thing for districts
to offer. The amendment failed on a tie
vote.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) offered
another amendment addressing the
profiles. His amendment requires that
personal financial management and
investment be added as a subject area for
graduation requirements. Pappas success-
fully offered an amendment leaving
discretion for the addition with the
commissioner. The Dille amendment, as
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amended, was adopted. The final profiles-
related amendment was offered by Sen.
Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven). His
amendment directs the commissioner to
take specific steps in formulating a
response to a report on the state academic
standards by Achieve, Inc. Pappas said the
requirement to contract for the develop-
ment of standards has a fiscal impact and is
out of order. She proposed amending
Oliver’s language to remove that portion
and her amendment was adopted. The
remaining provision requires a report to
the Legislature on recommendations by the
commissioner. The amendment was
adopted.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) introduced a revised version of an
amendment the body had debated during
the previous discussion of the bill. His
amendment prohibits school districts and

district employees from using school
children for the dissemination of materials
advocating a position on a bond levy, bill
or candidate for public office. He said the
districts gain an unfair political advantage
by sending political materials home with
students. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
and Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) said the language is too broad and
will restrict even basic activities to teach
students about citizenship. The amend-
ment was defeated by a vote of 21-42.
Pappas offered an amendment similar
to Limmer’s, but retaining only the
provision related to political candidates.
Krentz said the Pappas amendment is one
all can agree on. Limmer said taking only
part of his amendment does not solve the
problem that students can be manipulated
and taken advantage of politically. Kelley
said the amendment has the same basic

problem as Limmer’s, which is the ambigu-
ity of the what it means to “use school
children” to convey messages. He said
student’s inviting candidates to speak at
the school might be prohibited under the
amendment. Pappas agreed and withdrew
heramendment.

Neuville offered an amendment
addressing access to schools by charitable
non-profits for off-time use of facilities or
distribution of written materials. The
amendment allows schools to adopt a
policy for access by charitable non-profits
but specifies that, if they do adopt a
policy, they may not deny access based on
an organization’s membership, policies or
ideological views. He said the provision
regarding use of facilities was drafted to
address a situation in Minneapolis where
the Boy Scouts have been denied access to
schools.

Sen. Gen Olson (R - Minnetrista) consults with Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL - Thief River Falls) on the omnibus E-12 education

budget bill during a recent floor session.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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Kelley, Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-
Woodbury), Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) and Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-
Mpls.) each asked Neuville about hypo-
thetical situations concerning whether or
not schools ought to be allowed to limit
who uses space. Neuville said he found
opposition to the amendment surprising
because courts have been clear about
preserving the rights of groups like the Ku
Klux Klan based on First Amendment
grounds. He said the amendment simply
requires schools to apply a usage policy
fairly, and sometimes that means allowing
access to unpopular groups. Krentz said an
undesirable result of the amendment might
be that schools feel compelled to deny
access to all groups. Sen. Michele
Bachmann (R-Stillwater) said that, based
on the first amendment, public school
officials do not have the right to subject
certain groups to discrimination.

Pappas, Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-
Eagan), and Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
said Neuville’s amendment raises complex
issues that need to be thoroughly heard
and examined through the committee
process. Ranum also clarified that schools
in Minneapolis have not denied access to
Boy Scouts, but have merely rescinded
school sponsorship of troops, which is
different. Neuville acknowledged the
misunderstanding but said, nonetheless,
the provision solidifies important First
Amendmentrights. The amendment failed
28-36.

A number of non-controversial
amendments to the bill were adopted. An
amendment by Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-
Preston) allows schools in the Mabel-
Canton District to start the school year
early. An amendment offered by Pappas
makes a change to language on contracts
to accommodate year-round schooling.
Pappas also added an amendment specify-
ing that competency tests for teachers must
demonstrate a statistically significant
relationship between achievement on the
test and performance in the classroom. An
amendment by Sen. Charles Wiger (DFL-
North St. Paul) calls for a study on the
inclusion of charter schools students in
public school athletics.

Oliver offered an amendment creating
a task force for studying ways to reduce the
complexity of education funding. Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said there is
only so much time for task forces, and an
earlier amendment by Neuville already
created a study of equity funding. The
amendment was defeated.

The bill was granted final passage on a
vote of 60-5.

Friday, May 4
Energy bill okayed

Passsage of the Senate energy policy
bill, S.F. 722, was one of the highlights of
the Fri., May 4, floor session. In presenting
the bill, chief author Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul) said, “As we learned
from California, we should never take our
energy supplies for granted.” Metzen, who
chairs the Senate Telecommunications,
Energy and Resources Committee, told
members that the state will need 3,000-
5,000 megawatts of additional electricity
within the decade. He said, “Although the
bill won’t solve all our energy problems, it
represents a good start toward meeting
Minnesota’s energy needs.”

Metzen said the bill contained several
major components, including renewable
energy development, public building
energy conservation, consumer protection,
streamlining of the siting process for new
plants and energy transmission provisions.
Metzen said that it currently takes 6-8 years
to finalize the siting process for building
new power plants, but under the bill the
process is streamlined to only 3 or 4 years.
“We’re also exempting the personal
property tax on hew generating operations
and have included green building provi-
sions,” he said.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul),
who also serves on the committee, said,
“Conservation goals move us in the
direction of renewable energy, but one
missing piece that we need to focus on is
coal plant emissions.” Anderson said
pollution from coal plants is partly
responsible for the high rates of asthma,
respiratory disease and other illnesses in
Minnesota. There are two coal plants,
Riverside and Xcel’s High Bridge plant,
operating in the Metro Area, according to
Anderson.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
said “Sen. Anderson implies that all the
health problems in the Metro are due to
two coal plants and that all respiratory
problems are caused by them.” Murphy
argued that Xcel Energy has made multi-
million-dollar investments to improve
emissions and the industry should be
offered incentives for their efforts. Murphy
also said that although producers should
be made to comply with standards, those
efforts will drive up the cost of energy for
everyone. “If we don’t make it easier to
build power plants, we’ll end up like
California,” he said.

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) said that reports have definitely
linked high rates of asthma and other
illness to coal plant emissions.

Anderson said she did not mean to
imply that coal plant emissions were the
sole cause of asthma. “Autos and other
sources add to the problem,” she said.
Speaking in support of the bill, Anderson
continued, “Wind power is now competi-
tive with other sources; it now produces
one percent of our energy. The bill moves
us up to a 10 percent standard,” she said.
Also, there are external costs to coal and
gas-fired plants, including the health costs,
which should be factored in when compar-
ing energy sources, Anderson said.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) said,
“Nuclear energy is clean.” Pariseau said she
did not understand why people objected
to nuclear energy. There are problems with
the bill, she said, “I don’t want us to move
in a new direction-I'm concerned about
the premature changes outlined in the
bill-they raise costs—we have to consider
the consumer’s pocketbook.”

Sen. Kenric Schveevel (R-Preston)
said he commended Metzen’s work on the
bill and shared Murphy’s concerns that the
bill doesn’t go far enough. “All the major
players were involved with the drafting
process and it’s a good start,” he said.

Members voted 59-0 to grant final
passage to the bill.

In other action, members granted final
passage to several additional bills. Sen.
David Knutson (R-Burnsville) presented
S.F. 1711, a measure to prohibit making or
possessing counterfeit drivers’ licenses and
identification cards or having equipment
and materials for counterfeiting. The bill
expands the crime prohibiting the posses-
sion of shoplifting gear and imposes
criminal penalties. The bill passed on a
60-0 vote.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
presented two bills for consideration. S.F.
1215 contains modifications to human
rights provisions. Cohen said the bill was
requested by the Dept. of Human Rights to
address issues of employment discrimina-
tion and interagency policy. He said the
bill went through significant changes in
the data privacy area. The second bill, S.F.
846, allows the attorney general or county
attorney to have access to the criminal
justice data communications network for
the purpose of determining whether a
petition for the civil commitment of a
proposed patient as a sexual psychopathic
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personality or as a sexually dangerous
person should be filed. Both bills passed
the Senate on votes of 54-0 and 58-0,
respectively.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
presented S.F. 414, a bill modifying the
Minnesota Utilization Review Act. The
bill requires that a physician conducting a
review must be licensed in Minnesota and
adds to the grounds in which the Board of
Medical Practice may impose disciplinary
action. An amendment was adopted to
give the board authority to investigate
allegations and impose disciplinary actions
under specified circumstances. Members
approved the bill on a 45-0 vote.

Hottinger presented a second bill, S.F.
859, to modify and recodify accountancy
practice regulation provisions. Hottinger
said much of the language in the bill is a
recodification of current language,
modernized to respond to changes in
accounting practice in the marketplace.
The bill passed on a 56-0 vote.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
authored S.F. 491, a bill to modify patient
protections provisions. An amendment was
adopted to specify that a health organiza-
tion must inform an enrollee who is a
participant in a clinical trial, upon inquiry
by the enrollee, that coverage shall be
required as specified. Sen. Edward Oliver
(R-Deephaven) said there were substantial
costs associated with the bill. Berglin said,
“Actually, it’s a very modest attempt
toward patient protection.” Berglin said
the bill is limited to those with very serious
chronic illness. The bill passed on a 54-5
vote.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL- Eagan)
presented S.F. 1033, a bill related to
merging unions for technical and commu-
nity college employees. Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (R-Rochester) said she was
concerned about employee bargaining
power should the unions merge. Wiener
said that despite the merger, employees
will retain bargaining power. The bill
passed on a 56-0 vote.

Metzen presented S.F. 1472, a bill
making modifications to the capital access
program. Metzen said the bill leverages
money in loans to small businesses in the
state. The bill passed 57-0.

Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope)
authored S.F. 1064, a bill specifying
procedures to be followed for professional
service contracts. An amendment was
adopted to clarify language in the bill
before passing the measure on a 57-0 vote.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
had four bills on special orders. S.F. 970
led to a debate over gasoline pricing. The
bill, Murphy said, “puts teeth” in current
law prohibiting the sale of gasoline at low
cost, by setting a minimum sale price of
wholesale cost plus six percent. The
measure will prevent small operations from
being driven out of business by large
retailers trying to achieve a monopoly,
according to Murphy.

Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester)
contended that a six percent profit margin
creates an inflation factor that will drive
up the cost of gasoline. The price of gas in
Wisconsin is higher because of such a law,
she said. Kiscaden offered an amendment
setting six cents per gallon as an alternate
minimum profit. Murphy said six percent
is the bare minimum needed to cover the
cost of doing business. Kiscaden’s amend-
ment brings the profit margin below the
cost where small stations can afford to
operate, he said. Kiscaden’s amendment
was defeated 25-30. The bill was passed
42-18.

S.F. 1659 is a measure that strikes a
compromise between agricultural and
environmental groups on several feedlot
regulation issues, Murphy said. The bill
removes the requirement to maintain
individual precipitation records, prevents
the Dept. of Agriculture from delaying a
transfer of feedlot ownership without
reason, and requires the Environmental
Quality Board (EQB) to make recommen-
dations regarding phased actions. The bill
also provides that an estimate of the
number of animals in an area is an ad-
equate level one inventory for delegated
counties. Members adopted an amend-
ment, offered by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley), postponing the due date for a
report to Jan. 15, in order to reduce the
workload on state employees during the
holiday season. The bill was then passed
51-1.

S.F. 694 creates a propane council to
conduct research and provide education
on preventing accidents with propane.
Under the bill, the council is funded by an
assessment per gallon of propane sold.
Kiscaden offered an amendment rescind-
ing the council’s authority to raise the
assessment, so the assessment is set at one
tenth of a cent per gallon. The amendment
was adopted and the bill was passed 43-10.

Murphy’s fourth bill, S.F. 1498, comes
from the Dept. of Transportation (DOT).
The bill evens the limits on disaster

accounts for county highways and munici-
pal streets and transfers authority over
highway safety center grants from the DOT
to the Dept. of Public Safety. The bill was
passed 53-0.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) presented two noncontroversial
measures. S.F. 1258 expands local author-
ity over the use of funds in an economic
development fund revolving account. The
bill allows local governments to incorpo-
rate into a larger regional fund for eco-
nomic development. “This would give the
cities an opportunity to cooperate amongst
themselves,” Frederickson said. The bill
was passed 50-0.

S.F. 1164 relates to the Reinvest in
Minnesota (RIM) conservation easement
program. The bill uses a reference to
corporate farm law, rather than a list of
farm organizations, to define landowners
eligible for the program. The measure also
raises the maximum limits on reimburse-

ments to landowners. The bill was passed
51-0.

Monday, May 7

Omnibus ag bill passed

During the Mon., May 7, floor session,
the Senate granted final passage to the
omnibus agriculture bill. The measure is a
compilation of several smaller policy bills,
with the exception of feedlot bills, said
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),
chief sponsor.

Under an amendment offered by
Murphy, all diesel fuel sold after July 2004
must contain two percent biodiesel fuel. In
each year before the requirement goes into
effect, the Department of Agriculture must
report to the Legislature about the produc-
tion and distribution of biodiesel fuel.

The biodiesel mandate might bump
gas prices up $.01 to $.05 per gallon, said
Murphy, because of additives needed to
keep the fuel from gelling in cold weather.
However, he said, most large refineries
already use additives after a set date in the
fall.

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
said this year was not a good year for
passing Legislation that might cost
consumers more at the pump, because gas
prices are already skyrocketing. Murphy
said the Legislature should act now so we
can breath 20 years from now.

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy )
said, “The longer we have to report on
biodiesel, the longer we won’t be using it.”
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He said the U.S. Air Force already uses
fuel which is 20 percent plant derived. He
offered an amendment, which was
adopted, that moves the deadline for two
percent biodiesel ahead one year. The
amendment, as amended, was added to the
bill on a 48-15 vote.

An amendment, put forth by Sen. Dan
Stevens (R-Mora), transfers to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture from the Pollution
Control Agency (PCA) the responsibility
to monitor and enforce air and water
quality standards, feedlot rules and other
environmental laws for dairy farms with
less than 1,000 animal units. The amend-
ment specifies that dairy producers and
processors, feedlot workers, and depart-
ment and agency staff must be consulted

on the transfer procedure. Murphy said
that shifting the responsibility to the
Department of Agriculture creates a
conflict of interest because the department
looks out for the interest of agricultural
businesses, whereas the PCA investigates
environmental concerns. On a 20-43 vote,
the amendment was defeated.

Agricultural operations cannot
become a private or public nuisance after
two years of being established unless it
violates laws, as specified under an
amendment offered by Sen. Kenric
Scheevel (R-Preston). Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) said the amendment under-
mines the authority of townships. Sen. Jane
Krentz (DFL-May Township) said the lowa

courts had found a similar law unconstitu-

tional. She said the amendment needed to
be heard in the Judiciary Committee.
Scheevel said he had asked for a hearing
for the bill in the committee, but had not
been granted one. He withdrew the
amendment.

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine)
offered an amendment, which the Senate
adopted, that places wild rice on a list of
agricultural products for which there is a
checkoff fee. Moe said the fee discourages
the importation of wild rice from Califor-
nia and other states. The money collected
will be used for wild rice research and
promotion, he said.

The application of pesticides to golf
courses must be done by certified indi-
viduals, according to an amendment

e

Sen. Grace Schwab (R - Albert Lea) and Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL - Chisholm) engage in some number crunching during the

Weds., May 9, meeting of the Tax Committee.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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offered by Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-
Woodbury). The amendment was adopted.

The Senate passed several housekeep-
ing amendments, including two offered by
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) that
reorganize language in the bill to fit with
the complimentary budget measures. The
bill, as amended, passed 62-3.

Murphy also presented a bill that he
called a compromise between the railroad
and telecommunications industries on the
issue of allowing telecommunications
wires to run parallel to railroad tracks. The
measure, S.F. 1821, states that unless the
railroad asserts in writing that the proposed
crossing or paralleling of telecommunica-
tions lines with rail roads is a serious threat
to the safe operations of the railroad, a
crossing can be constructed following
filing of the requested action with the
department, pending review of the
requested action by the department.

Murphy offered an amendment, which
was adopted, that defines paralleling, as
running utility facilities adjacent to and
alongside the lines of a railroad for no
more than one mile, or another distance
agreed to by the parties, before the utility
facilities cross the railroad lines, terminate,
or exit the railroad right-of-way. The bill,
as amended, was passed 61-1.

Bills concerning mobile home parks,
drivers’ licenses suspensions and insurance
for retirees were carried by Sen. Satveer
Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley). S.F. 1246
prohibits owners of manufactured home
parks from charging renters more for their
utilities than the owners are charged by the
utility company. Under the bill, owners
may also charge administrative fees and
fees for the cost of capital expenses. Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) offered an
amendment that deletes the effective date
of the bill, because, he said, park owners
need time to be alerted to the changes.
The amendment was adopted and the bill,
as amended, was passed 63-0.

Chaudhary also presented S.F. 1546, a
bill that permits courts to stay the adjudi-
cation of certain driving offenses after
suspension, revocation and cancellations
on the condition that the driver obtain a
reinstatement of driving privileges.
Chaudhary said the bill is needed because
people, especially immigrants, do not
understand how they can get their licenses
reinstated and drive with invalid licenses.

Betzold said the bill limits a judge’s
ability to give adjudications to the same
person twice. He said under the bill, a

judge could not stay an adjudication of a
person who had a stay 20 years earlier.
Chaudhary said that current judges are
never allowed to stay adjudications and
the discretion is entirely up to the prosecu-
tors. He said the bill expands the judge’s
discretion and, under the bill, if a second
stay is needed, the prosecutor may still
request one. Betzold offered an amend-
ment that allows the judges the ability to
stay an adjudication if the person has
previously received a stay of adjudication.
“The amendment unravels a careful
compromise with people who are afraid of
using the stay of adjudication too much,”
said Chaudhary. “Right now judges do not
have any discretion.” The amendment was
adopted 52-9. Chaudhary moved to table
the bill.

The third bill Chaudhary presented
permits the spouses of a retired public
employee to join, at their own expense,
the employer’s health insurance plan.
Several senators expressed concern that
many people would take advantage of the
opportunity. Chaudhary maintained that
the bill addressed the concerns of a
specific individual whose husband is a
retired teacher. He said he had set the bill
on the back burner for a while to see if the
measure generated much interest. He said
no one had contacted him and he assumed
that few people will take advantage of the
opportunity to buy health insurance. The
bill passed 34-28.

Capital bonding bill passed

In other action Mon., May 7, Senators
considered H.F. 1266, the Senate bonding
bill. Presented by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), the bill prompted another
lengthy debate on the floor. Langseth said
no local requests were considered in the
bill that provides bonding appropriations
for capital improvements, authorizes the
sale of state bonds for acquiring and
bettering public land and buildings. He
said only emergency measures are funded
in the bill. “A state-wide balance will be
struck next session,” he said. Kleis offered
an amendment that adds funding for two
local projects to the bill. Flood mitigation
and Bayport flood prevention rise to the
level of emergency status and belong in
the bill, he said. The bill, said Sen. Dave
Kleis (R-St. Cloud), funds $8.4 million for
unspecified land acquisitions, which are
not emergency measures.

Langseth opposed the amendment
saying the provisions in Kleis’ amendment

are scheduled for consideration next year.
Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater)
and Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston)
favored the amendment. Scheevel said the
flood mitigation provision ends the need
for future flood relief measures by allocat-
ing $1.5 million to the state for purchasing
easements in several Southeastern Minne-
sota counties. Bachmann said phase one of
the project provided an outlet to the St.
Croix River and storm sewers up to the
Minnesota Correction Facility. She said
the amendment appropriates $1.2 million
for phase two, which provides a drainage
link allowing 500,000 gallons of water per
day to be drained away from Anderson
Windows and residential areas that are
now flooded. “It is critical to fund the
Bayport storm sewer project this year to
prevent future flooding,” she said. The
amendment failed on a 31-34 vote. H.F.
1266, on a vote of 50-14, was granted final
passage.

Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo)
directed members’ attention to S.F. 1769, a
bill allowing the commissioner of transpor-
tation to convey interest in certain land to
property owners. Ourada offered an
amendment requiring land owners consent
prior to land reconveyance by the state.
Ourada said the provision gives land
owners an opportunity to decline land
reconveyance. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was unanimously
passed.

In a parliamentary move designed to
accommodate differing omnibus funding
packages developed by the House and
Senate, Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) moved to remove the economic
development provisions from the omnibus
state government, economic development
and the judiciary budget bill. Those
provisions were then added to H.F. 2486.
A similar motion added the early child-
hood education provisions from the
omnibus E-12 education bill to H.F. 1515.
Both bills were granted final passage.

Tuesday, May 8

Omnibus health bill reconsidered

Two measures were taken from the
table during the Tues., May 8, floor
session. The first, S.F. 1345, a health bill
authored by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.) initiated considerable debate. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
amendment to insert health appropriations
and numerous department of health
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provisions, including the 24-hour waiting
period abortion provisions, into S.F. 1345.
Berglin told members that the governor
said he will veto any bill containing the
abortion provisions. “If we leave it in the
600-page omnibus bill and the governor
vetoes it, the bill will return to us and we’ll
have to deal with this again,” Berglin said.

Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-
Paynesville) said she had concerns with
removing the abortion provisions from the
omnibus bill. “Why not deal with this in
conference committee?” she said.

Sen. David Kleis (R-St. Cloud)
questioned the germaness of the amend-
ment to the bill. Berglin explained that
S.F. 1345 contains department of health
activities, including vital statistics and
other health provisions.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
said that in addition to questions about the
amendment’s relevance to the bill, the
amendment violates spending caps.

Berglin said her amendment makes no
change to the budget. She also argued that
the amendment contains only 72 pages, as
compared to over 600 pages of major
health, human services and corrections
provisions in the omnibus bill that are at
risk of veto should the abortion provisions
remain.

The President of the Senate ruled the
amendment germane. Sen. Warren Limmer
(R-Maple Grove) challenged the ruling,
but the Senate voted 37-26 to uphold the
President’sdecision.

Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester),
author of numerous provisions in the
omnibus bill, warned members that they
were running out of time. “Processing over
600 pages in the bill will take three days,”
she explained. She warned members that
there were consequences to not allowing
time for processing the bill before the
deadline for adjournment.

Kleis moved to table the Higgins bill.
The Senate voted 34-32 to do so.

Several bills were given final passage
on Special Orders. Sen. Dan Stevens (R-
Mora) presented S.F. 795, a bill to require
the continuation of grant-in-aid snowmo-
bile trail access when the Dept. of Natural
Resources (DNR) acquires land. The
measure also permits the operation of all-
terrain vehicles on specified recreational
lands. Stevens said the bill does not have a
fiscal note. The bill was granted final
passage on a 63-0 vote.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
presented S.F. 446, a bill authorizing state

agencies to allow commercial wireless
equipment to be placed on state-owned
property. Johnson offered a technical
amendment, which was adopted, and the
bill was given final passage on a 63-0 vote.

S.F. 1721, was also given final passage
on a 63-0 vote. The bill, authored by Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), regulates
the use of genetic information. Anderson
told members that the bill prohibits
employers from using genetic tests in
screening employees.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
presented S.F. 1004, a bill to prohibit
tampering with the clock meters on
tractors and heavy machinery. Neuville
offered an amendment, which was
adopted, to strengthen disclosure require-
ments by equipment dealers. The bill was
passed.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) authored
S.F. 208. Dille said the measure authorizes
funding for the improvement of Minnesota
waterways. Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-
Willmar) offered an amendment to change
an appropriation from $5 million to $3
million. The amendment was adopted and
the bill was approved for final passage.

Sen. Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina)
presented S.F. 2106. A bill regulating state
highways in municipalities. Higgins said
she had concerns with the bill. She said the
Army Corps of Engineers is preparing a
report related to issues addressed in the bill
and suggested that the Senate not decide
on the measure until the study is com-
pleted later in the year. The bill was laid
on the table.

A bill carried by Sen. Dean Johnson
(DFL-Willmar) aims to speed up the
highway construction process. S.F. 1109
authorizes the “design-build” process,
under which design and construction are
procured in one contract, for a limited
number of projects. “What we’re trying to
do is have a faster, more efficient way of
delivering the project,” Johnson said. The
bill was passed 61-2.

A second bill was taken from the
table. The omnibus health, human services
and corrections appropriations bill, S.F.
2361,was considered, having lain on the
table since Apr. 30. The bill had been
tabled following heated discussion
concerning the adoption of an amendment
offered by Fischbach requiring a 24-hour
waiting period and the naming of physi-
cians and assistants prior to an abortion.
Members then made final changes to the
bill. Berglin, chief author, offered two

largely technical amendments. One
amendment provides funding for employ-
ment programs and insurance program
administration. It also makes changes to
provide consistency in tracking programs.
The second amendment allows the Board
of Marriage and Family Therapy and the
Board of Nursing to increase fees to meet
requirements in statute. Both amendments
were adopted.

An amendment offered by Sen.
Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven) was ruled
not germane. The amendment repeals the
health care provider tax and replaces it
with funds from the tobacco settlement.
Savings under the amendment are to be
passed on to health care consumers, Oliver
said. Berglin argued that the amendment is
not fiscally balanced. Finally, members
adopted an amendment, offered by
Kiscaden, to slightly modify eligibility
requirements for an alternative employ-
ment plan offered to people with a history
of family violence. S.F. 2361 was then
granted final passage on a 43-22 roll call
vote.

Wednesday, May 9

Conferees appointed

The Senate reconvened briefly after
the address by the Dalai Lama Weds., May
9, to take up three bills on Special Orders
and approve appointments to conference
committees.

The body approved for membership
on a conference committee on S.F. 1394
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester), Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) and Sen. David
Knutson (R-Burnsville). The bill modifies
provisions for child placement and the
mistreatment of children in school settings.

Conference committee appointees for
H.F. 2486, the omnibus housing and
economic development appropriations
bill, are Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul), Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul),
Sen. David Johnson (DFL-Bloomington),
Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall) and
Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.).

Lastly, S.F. 103 will be be confereed
by Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls), Sen.
John Marty (DFL-Roseville) and Sen.
Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park). The
bill provides civil penalties for theft of
gasoline from a gas station.

On Special Orders, Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley) gained final passage for S.F.
179, a bill that makes two changes to civil
commitment laws. An early intervention
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provision increases the length of short-term
treatment a judge may order from 10 to 21
days. The other aspect of the bill relates to
hearings for neuroleptic medications. The
bill allows, but does not require, that the
hearing occur at the same time as a
commitment hearing. Betzold said the bill
addresses the fact that the current civil
commitment process often doesn’t provide
any help to people with mental illness
until their situation has drastically
deteriorated.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said she is not on any of the committees
where the bill was heard and asked about
opposition to the bill. Betzold said the bill
originally contained more controversial
provisions, and added that a lot of
testimony on the bill related to unsatisfac-
tory aspects of the commitment process
that are not addressed in the bill. Sen.
Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater) asked
about appeals available to patients in the
early intervention process. Betzold said
there is adequate due process at every
phase, and the provisions in the bill help
some people avoid ultimately being
committed. The bill was given final
passage by a vote of 63-0.

S.F. 2142 was presented to members
by chief author Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul). The bill specifies a judicial review
process when public lands are taken
through eminent domain for the develop-
ment of roadways. He said the bill is
necessary because of a recent ruling by the
Minnesota Court of Appeals. Sen. Dan
Stevens (R-Mora) said local governments
often abuse eminent domain authority,
and not only for roadways. He said the
Legislature needs to address broader
aspects of reform in the use of eminent
domain. Members voted 64-0 to grant the
bill final passage.

Finally, Sen. Bob Lessard (IND-Int’l.
Falls) gained final passage for S.F. 1249, a
bill that modifies a biomass mandate to
allow eligibility for certain facilities in
Northern Minnesota.

Thursday, May 10

Bills concurred

The early part of the floor session
Thurs., May 10, was devoted to consider-
ation of Senate bills passed by the other
body. Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
recommended concurrence and repassage
of S.F. 510, a bill that allows counties to
make certain elective offices appointive.

The other body had amended the bill to
restrict it to Hubbard County and counties
contiguous to it. Repassage was granted by
a vote of 52-4.

Concurrence and repassage was also
recommended by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley) for S.F. 780. He said the measure,
which makes changes to state agency rule-
making authority, is a housekeeping bill
and the other body only changed a minor
phrase in the bill.

S.F. 333 also was granted concurrence
with the amendments passed by the other
body. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
said the bill authorizes cease and desist
orders for the unlawful practice of veteri-
nary medicine. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) recommended concurrence and
repassage for the Accountancy Act of
2001, S.F. 859. Hottinger said the other
body only made a minor technical change
to the bill, and repassage was granted
unanimously.

Members concurred and repassed a
bill, S.F. 824, relating to immunity for
persons rendering emergency care using
automatic electronic defibrillators. The
measure is carried by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), who said the House
amendment clarifies that the immunity
does not apply if the person is expected to
be paid for rendering the emergency care.
The bill was repassed with the House
language.

Special Orders bills passed

In other action, Thurs., May 10, the
Senate passed a number of bills on Special
Orders. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
presented S.F. 1485, the “Minnesota
Money Transmitters Act.” The bill is
meant to protect consumers by requiring
entities that transmit money to be licensed.
The bill applies to transactions such as
checks, money orders, wire or electronic
transfers. The bill was passed 62-0.

H.F. 1155, carried by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), regulates the action plans
for health plan companies. The bill
includes a moratorium on managed care
auto insurance plans. Compnaies that
currently offer no-fault insurance in a
managed care plan will be allowed to
continue the practice, Sams said, but the
issue will be revisited next year to deter-
mine a final position on the practice.

Several amendments to the bill were
adopted. One amendment, offered by Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester), provides
that the commissioner may request that the

health plan company provide information
on the composition of its provider
network. The amendment eliminates the
administrative cost of automatically
reporting information that isn’t routinely
used, she said. A second amendment, also
offered by Kiscaden, streamlines certain
administrative and reporting practices for
health maintenance organizations. The
amendment also creates a task force to
investigate private market solutions for
making health insurance more affordable
for small businesses. Sen. Becky Lourey
(DFL-Kerrick) suggested that the investiga-
tion should not be limited to private
market solutions, and moved to strike the
words “private market.” Lourey’s amend-
ment to the amendment was adopted, and
Kiscaden’s amendment to the bill was also
approved.

Another amendment, offered by Sams,
provides that certain uniform prescription
drug information be placed on all health
care identification cards. The bill, which
only applies to newly issued cards,
improves the interaction between consum-
ers and pharmacists, according to Sams.

The amendment was adopted and the
bill was passed 63-0.

Sams then explained H.F. 926, a bill
that contains the same provisions as the
amendment that was just adopted relating
to uniform information on health care ID
cards. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
offered the substance of the Fair Drug
Pricing Act as an amendment to H.F. 926.
The amendment creates a drug rebate
program to improve access to prescription
drugs. Kiscaden contended that the
amendment was not germane, since the bill
relates to an administrative matter while
the amendment changes the relationship
between drug manufacturers and wholesal-
ers. Hottinger argued that both the
underlying bill and the amendment affect
access to prescription drugs. The President
of the Senate ruled the amendment not
germane. H.F. 926 was passed 59-0.

H.F. 1248, authored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), conforms
veterans nursing homes to industry-wide
practices regarding resident monetary
accounts. The bill provides that accounts
of more than $100 be credited with
interest. The bill passed 60-0.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall)
carried H.F. 1153. The bill calls for a study
of whether architects are needed to design
local building projects that cost less than
$100,000. An amendment was adopted
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changing the title of the agency to do the
study, and the bill was passed 61-2.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 1908. The bill allows two
Jewish nursing homes in St. Paul to receive
areimbursement for kosher food costs. The
bill corrects an omission in a new law
passed last year, Cohen said. The bill was
passed 60-0.

S.F. 1487, carried by Sen. Bob Lessard
(IND-Int’L. Falls), includes many technical
changes to Dept. of Natural Resources
policy. Several provisions in the bill
update statutes to make them compatible
with the new electronic licensing system.
In other provisions, the bill also provides
that a taxidermist license is not required if
the taxidermist is not compensated,

Floor action

Friday, May 4

requires that sunken vehicles must be
promptly removed from state waters,
clarifies that it is a felony to flee a peace
officer on an all-terrain vehicle, and
simplifies the requirements for display of a
fish house license. The bill was passed 62-
0.

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-
Fridley) presented H.F. 1596. The bill
expands the definition of “small vehicle
passenger service” to include wheelchair
accessible taxis.

The bill increases the transportation
options open to people with disabilities,
Chaudhary said. The bill passed 59-0.

Members also granted passage to S.F.
1944, authored by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville). The bill lessens the harshness

of current child support law in a effort to
encourage compliance and reduce
convictions. Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-
Northfield) offered an amendment
deleting a section related to issuance of
limited licenses, saying that people who
pay child support need to be able to reach
their workplaces. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was passed 61-0.

Finally, S.F. 1507, carried by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon) was passed
62-0. The bill relates to municipal zoning
with respect to nonconformities. The
measure provides that a nonconforming
use of a premises may be continued, but if
the building is unoccupied for more than
one year, the subsequent use must be a
conforming one.

Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules
H.F. 82-Stumpf: Omnibus E-12 education funding bill. 47-14

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1711-Knutson: Prohibits making or possessing counterfeit drivers’ license and identifications cards and expands the crime prohibiting the

possession of shoplifting gear. 60-0

S.F. 722-Metzen: Provides for a comprehensive energy conservation, production and regulatory changes. 59-0

S.F. 1215-Cohen: Modifies human rights provisions. 54-0

S.F. 846-Cohen: Authorizes the use of the criminal justice data communications network for determining if a civil commitment petition of a
proposed patient as sexual psychopathic or sexually dangerous person should be filed. 58-0

S.F. 1033-Wiener: Merges unions for technical and community college employees. 56-0

S.F. 1472-Metzen: Modifies the economic development capital access program. 57-0

S.F. 491-Berglin: Modifies patient protection provisions. 55-5

S.F. 414-Hottinger: Modifies provisions relating to the Minnesota Utilization Review Act. 45-10

S.F. 859-Hottinger: Creates the Accountancy Act of 2001, authorizes rulemaking and imposes penalties. 56-0

S.F. 1064-Rest: Specifies procedures state agencies must follow for certain professional service contracts. 57-0

S.F. 2049-Sabo: Protects the flow of water into and from Camp Coldwater Springs and recognizes and extends the protection of the Minnesota
Historic Sites Act and the Minnesota Field Archaeology Act to historic Camp Coldwater Springs. 55-0

S.F. 1498-Murphy: Modifies restrictions on funds in disaster accounts of county state-aid highway fund and municipal state-aid streets funds.

53-0

S.F. 970-Murphy: Prohibits the sale of gasoline below cost. 42-18

S.F. 694-Murphy: Minnesota Propane Education and Research Act of 2001. 43-10
S.F. 1659-Murphy: Modifies provisions relating to feedlots and provides for a level 1 feedlot inventory. 51-1
S.F. 1258-Frederickson: Modifies provisions of the Minnesota investment fund. 50-0
S.F. 1164-Frederickson: Modifies the definition of landowner for purposes of participation in the RIM program and increases the amount of

funding available to participants. 51-0

Monday, May 7

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1246-Chaudhary: Clarifies the amount that may be charged to residents of manufactured home parks for utility services. 63-0
S.F. 1124-Chaudhary: Provides continued insurance coverage for spouses of certain retirees. 34-28

S.F. 1821-Murphy: Modifies provisions regulating utility facilities in railroad rights-of-way. 61-1

S.F. 1495-Murphy: Omnibus agriculture bill. 62-3
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S.F. 1963-Krentz: Provides direction to the commissioner of administration for developing bid specifications and procurement of commodities
and services to promote recycled materials. 61-0

S.F. 1769-Ourada: Dept. of Transportation housekeeping changes. 62-0

H.F. 1266-Langseth: Omnibus capital bonding bill. 50-14

Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules

H.F. 2486-Cohen: Economic development provisions from the Senate omnibus state government, economic development and the judiciary
budget bill. 45-20

H.F. 1515-Lourey: Early childhood education provisions from the Senate E-12 education funding bill. 61-5

Tuesday, May 8

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 1835-Kelley, S.P.: Regulates an employee’s right to receive employment termination information. 60-0

S.F. 986-Vickerman: Makes changes to various lawful gambling provisions. Modifies the definition of lawful purpose, amends requirements for
illegal gambling enforcement, allows noon hour bingo and makes changes to provisions relating to card clubs. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 795-Stevens: Requires the continuation of grant-in-aid snowmobile trail access when the commissioner of natural resources acquires land
and permits all-terrain vehicles to be operated on certain recreation land trails in Mille Lacs and Pine Counties. 63-0

S.F. 446-Johnson, Douglas: Authorizes state agencies to allow commercial wireless equipment to be placed on state-owned lands, buildings and
other structures. 63-0

S.F. 1721-Anderson: Regulates the use of protected genetic information in penalties and provides penalties. 63-0

S.F. 1004-Lourey: Prohibits tampering with clock-hour meters on heavy machinery and prescribes criminal and civil penalties. 57-6

H.F. 208-Dille: A resolution urging authorization of funding for modernization of waterways. 46-17

S.F. 1109-Johnson, Dean: Provides for design-build method of state transportation project delivery. 61-2

Bills taken from the table and granted final passage.
S.F. 2361-Berglin: Omnibus health, human services and corrections funding bill. 43-22

Wednesday, May 9

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders
S.F. 179-Betzold: Requires certain hearings on neuroleptic medications to be combined with a civil commitment proceeding. 63-0
S.F. 1249-Lessard: Modifies the biomass mandate. 61-0
S.F. 2142-Kelly: Allows judicial review of public purpose and the necessity for taking property for county highway or town road. 64-0

Thursday, May 10

Bills granted concurrence and repassage
S.F. 510-Pappas: Provides a process for making certain county offices appointive. 52-5
S.F. 780-Betzold: Regulates rulemaking by state agencies and makes various technical and housekeeping changes. 57-0
S.F. 333-Kelley, S.P.: Authorizes the Board of Veterinary Medicine to issue cease and desist orders. 55-0
S.F. 859-Hottinger: Creates the Accountancy Act of 2001, authorizes rulemaking and imposes penalties. 58-0
S.F. 824-Kelly, R. C.: Clarifies the immunity from liability for persons rendering certain emergency care. 58-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders
S.F. 1208-Foley: Omnibus DW1I provisions. 58-5
S.F. 1485-Kelley, S.P.: Provides for the licensing of money transmitters. 62-0
H.F. 926-Sams: Modifies the content and format requirements for Minnesota uniform health care identification cards and require uniform
prescription drug information to be included on the cards. 59-0.
H.F. 1248-Samuelson: Modifies maintenance requirements for veteran homes residents deposit accounts. 60-0.
H.F. 1153-Lesewski: Provides for a study, a report and an education program by the Board of Architects. 61-2.
S.F. 1908-Cohen: Excludes the raw food cost adjustment from certain nursing facility rate computations. 60-0.
H.F. 1487-Lessard: Modifies provisions rendered obsolete by the electronic licensing system. 62-0.
H.F. 1155-Sams: Regulating action plans of certain health plan companies. 63-0.
H.F. 1507-Langseth: Clarifying the treatment of legal nonconforming uses. 62-0.

Bills taken from the table and granted final passage

H.F. 1596-Chaudhary: Expanding the definition of small vehicle passenger service. 59-0.
S.F. 1944-Knutson: Modifying nonsupport of a spouse or child. 61-0.
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H.F. 82 /S.F. 2173 - Omnibus K-12 education
appropriations bill.

House: Seagren; Mares; Buesgens; Ness; Wenzel
Senate: members have not been appointed.

H.F. 264 /S.F. 262 - Corrects names of committees
and extends the Legislative Energy Task Force.

House: Wolf; Jennings; Ozment
Senate: Metzen; Anderson; Scheevel

H.F. 486 /S. F. 682 - Requires newspaper paid

political advertisement disclaimers to be legible.

House: Seifert; Kubly; Rhodes

Senate: Lesewski; Scheid; Limmer

H.F. 704 /S.F. 719 - Provides an exceptionn from
criminal rehabilitation provisions for emergency medi-
cal services personnel licensure.

House: Fuller; Walz; Hilstrom

Senate: Lourey; Sams; Kiscaden

H.F. 873 /S.F. 1126 - Provides for the public and

private sales and conveyances of tax-forfeited lands.

House: Howes; Swenson; Bakk
Senate: Kinkel; Tomassoni; Pariseau

H.F. 1261 /S.F. 1937 - Provides for Corrections
Department reporting, certification standards, and
offender review provided, modifies the definition of
criminal sexual conduct, and provides for maintaining

HIV data of sex offenders.

House: Bishop; Tuma; Hilstrom
Senate: Chaudhary; Ranum; Schwab

H.F. 1515 - Omnibus family and early childhood

education appropriations.

House: Sykora; Haas; Mulder; Eastlund; Nornes
Senate: Lourey; Sabo; Hottinger; Kinkel; Robling

H.F. 2107 /S.F. 1329 - Specifies student conduct

considered grounds for dismissal or removal from class.

House: Johnson, J; Penas; Thompson
Senate: Neuville; Ranum; Pappas

H.F. 2486 - Omnibus jobs and economic development
appropriations.

House: McElroy; Gunther; Gerlach; Lindner; Clark, K.
Senate: Anderson; Cohen; Johnson, David; Knutson;

Orfield

S.F. 103 / H.F. 205 - Provides civil remedies for the

theft of motor fuel from a retail business.

House: Nornes; Stang; Marquart
Senate: Larson; Marty; Scheid

S.F. 174 / H.F. 256 - Authorizes gross weight seasonal

increases for transporting carrots.

House: Howes; Skoe; Kuisle
Senate: Moe, R.D.; Langseth; Robling

S.F. 555 /H.F. 667 - Modifies certain procedures

relating to administrative rules.

House: members have not been appointed.
Senate: Betzold; Stevens; Hottinger

S.F. 1047 / H.F. 628 - Requires apartment manager
background checks on individuals who have resided in
the state less than ten years and provides immunity for
employment references.

House: Leppik; Knoblach; Johnson, J.; Pelowski; Opatz
Senate: Knutson; Hottinger; Neuville; Johnson, David,;
Ranum

S.F. 1068 / H.F. 1898 - Omnibus data practices bill.

House: members have not been appointed.
Senate: Betzold; Limmer; Orfield

S.F. 1326 /H. F. 2488 - Resolution establishing
redistricting principles for legislative and congressional
plans.

House: Paulsen; Knoblach; Pelowski
Senate: Pogemiller; Orfield; Belanger
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S.F. 1394 / H.F. 1397 - Modifies provisions relating to

child placement and child maltreatment in schools.

House: Tingelstad; Cassell; Entenza
Senate: Kiscaden; Ranum; Knutson

S.F. 1464 / H.F. 1304 - Modifies provisions for lead

poisoning prevention.

House: members have not been appointed.
Senate: Lourey; Sams; Fischbach

S.F. 1752 / H.F. 1994 - Omnibus liquor bill

House: Stang; Davids; Entenza
Senate: Solon; Metzen; Lessard

S.F. 1968 / H.F. 1276 - Specifies requirements for

crane operators certification.

House: Mullery; Smith; Ozment
Senate: Samuelson; Johnson, David; Frederickson

S.F. 2340/ H.F. 2189 - Omnibus transportation
and public safety appropriations.

House: Molnau; Stanek; Workman; Holberg; Murphy
Senate: Johnson, Dean; Kelly, R.C.; Ranum;
Terwilliger; Ourada

S.F. 2343 /H. F. 2489 - Omnibus higher education

appropriations.

House: Leppik; Stang; Cassell; Dehler; Seifert
Senate: Wiener; Scheid; Murphy; Larson; Kierlin

S.F. 2351 /H. F. 766 - Omnibus environment,

natural resources and agriculture appropriations.

House: members have not been appointed.
Senate: Price; Krentz; Higgins; Frederickson; Dille

S.F. 2360/ H.F. 218 - Omnibus state departments

appropriations.

House: members have not been appointed.
Senate: Cohen; Vickerman; Marty; Metzen; Knutson

Preview
Monday

The Senate will be in session at 10 a.m.
Tuesday

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.
Wednesday

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.
Thursday

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.
Friday

The Senate will be in session at 9 a.m.

Editor’s Note:

Conference committees meet at the call of the chairs.
Please check the Senate website frequently for the
most current conference committee schedules. The
Senate schedule can be found online at:
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/schedule

Information Services

The Senate Information Office and the Office of the Secre-
tary of the Senate are located in Room 231 of the Capitol. These
offices distribute all public printed materials and handle inquiries
about Senate committee meetings, Senate districts, Senate
telephone numbers, bill reference numbers and status, and bill
sponsorship. Interested citizens may also request copies of bills or
ask to be put on the mailing list for Senate publications. If you
want to know the name of your Senator or have any other
questions about the Minnesota Senate, call 651-296-0504 (tty
651-296-0250). The Senate Information Office also has toll-free
telephone numbers to enable citizens of Greater Minnesota to
obtain general information about the Minnesota Senate. The
telephone numbers are: 1-888-234-1112 (voice) and 1-888-234-
1216 (tty). Staff members are available to answer questions about
the Senate and the legislative process. For daily recorded updates
on committee meetings, call the Senate Hotline at 651-296-8088.
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Minnesota Senate 2001

Party Phone Name Room District Party Phone  Name Room  District
DFL 296-5537 Ellen R. Anderson 120 Cap. 66 DFL 296-5645 John Marty 325 Cap. 54
R 296-4351 Michele M. Bachmann 125 SOB 56 DFL 296-4370 James P. Metzen 322 Cap. 39
R 296-5975 William V. Belanger, Jr. 113 SOB 41 DFL 296-2577 Roger D. Moe 208 Cap. 2
R 296-5094 Charles A. Berg 25 SOB 13 DFL 296-4264 Steve Murphy 306 Cap. 29
DFL 296-4261 Linda Berglin 309 Cap. 61 R 296-1279 Thomas M. Neuville 123 SOB 25
DFL 296-2556 Don Betzold G-9 Cap. 48 R 296-4837 Edward C. Oliver 117 SOB 43
DFL 296-4334 Satveer Chaudhary 325 Cap. 52 R 296-1282 Gen Olson 119 SOB 34
DFL 296-5931 Richard ]J. Cohen 317 Cap. 64 DFL 296-4191 Myron Orfield 227 Cap. 60
R 296-9457 Dick Day 147 SOB 28 R 296-5981 Mark Ourada 145 SOB 19
R 296-4131 Steve Dille 103 SOB 20 DFL 296-1802 Sandra L. Pappas 120 Cap. 65
R 296-2084 Michelle L. Fischbach 15 SOB 14 R 296-5252 Pat Pariseau 109 SOB 37
DFL 296-4154 Leo T. Foley G-24 Cap. 49 DFL 296-7809 Lawrence ]. Pogemiller 235 Cap. 59
DFL 296-5713 Chuck Fowler G-9 Cap. 26 DFL 297-8060 Leonard R. Price 235 Cap. 57
R 296-8138 Dennis R. Frederickson 139 SOB 23 DFL 297-8061 Jane B. Ranum 120 Cap. 63
DFL 296-9246 Linda Higgins 328 Cap. 58 R 296-1253 Mady Reiter 132D SOB 53
DFL 296-6153 John C. Hottinger 205 Cap. 24 DFL 296-2889 Ann H. Rest G-24 Cap. 46
DFL 296-9261 David H. Johnson 124 Cap. 40 DFL 296-5419 Twyla L. Ring 306 Cap. 18
DFL 296-3826 Dean E. Johnson 124B Cap. 15 R 296-4314 Martha R. Robertson 141 SOB 45
R 296-3219 Debbie ]J. Johnson 149 SOB 50 R 296-4123 Claire A. Robling 143 SOB 35
DFL 296-8881 Douglas J. Johnson 205 Cap. 6 DFL 296-4274 Julie A. Sabo 317 Cap. 62
DFL 297-8065 Steve Kelley 321 Cap. 44 DFL 297-8063 Dallas C. Sams 328 Cap. 11
DFL 296-5285 Randy C. Kelly 323 Cap. 67 DFL 296-4875 Don Samuelson 120 Cap. 12
R 296-5649 Bob Kierlin 127 SOB 32 R 296-3903 Kenric J. Scheevel 129 SOB 31
DFL 296-4913 AnthonyG."Tony" Kinkel G-9 Cap. 4 DFL 296-8869 Linda Scheid 303 Cap. 47
R 296-4848 Sheila M. Kiscaden 135 SOB 30 R 296-9248 Grace S. Schwab 151 SOB 27
R 296-6455 Dave Kleis 107 SOB 16 DFL 296-4188 Sam G. Solon 303 Cap. 7
R 296-4120 David L. Knutson 133 SOB 36 R 296-8075 Dan Stevens 105 SOB 17
DFL 296-7061 Jane Krentz 111 Cap. 51 DFL 296-8660 LeRoy A. Stumpf G-24 Cap. 1
DFL 296-3205 Keith Langseth 122 Cap. 9 R 296-6238 Roy Terwilliger 115 SOB 42
R 296-5655 Cal Larson 153 SOB 10 DFL 296-8017 David ]J. Tomassoni 111 Cap. 5
R 296-4125 Arlene ]. Lesewski 131 SOB 21 DFL 296-5650 Jim Vickerman 226 Cap. 22
IND 296-4136 Bob Lessard G-51 SOB 3 DFL 297-8073 Deanna L. Wiener 303 Cap. 38
R 296-2159 Warren Limmer 155 SOB 33 DFL 296-6820 Charles W. Wiger 301 Cap. 55
DFL 296-0293 Becky Lourey G-9 Cap. 8

Capitol address: 75 Constitution Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55155.
State Office Building address: 100 Constitution Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55155.
All phone numbers are area code 651.
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Senate Highlights

Second omnibus HHS bill passed

In an attempt to expedite the enact-
ment of a comprehensive health, human
services and corrections appropriations
bill, the Senate designated H.F. 1947 a
Special Order to be heard immediately at
the Tues., May 15, floor session. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), offered to
amend the contents of S.F. 1345—the
omnibus health, human services and
corrections provisions already passed by
the Senate—minus the “woman’s right to
know” provisions, into H.F. 1947, a health
bill carried by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.) that modifies access to adoption
records. Berglin told members that the
governor remained adamant in his promise
to veto any bill restricting abortion
services. The original bill included
specified informational material that must
be provided to women prior to an abor-
tion, required that physicians’ and nurses’
names be disclosed and required that a
woman must wait another 24 hours before
the procedure is performed. Following
Senate concurrence with House changes to
the original bill, it remained unsigned by
Speaker of the House Steve Sviggum (R-
Kenyon) for several days while the clock
ticked toward the constitutionally
mandated adjournment date. Berglin said

the purpose of the amendment was to get
the bill to conference committee so
Legislators might get a chance to pass the
$6 billion bill and get it to the governor in
time.

Sen. David Kleis (R-St.Cloud)
objected to the amendment. He said, “I
thought there was an understanding that
the health, human services and corrections
bill would be a Senate file. We’ve already
passed a health bill and it’s going to the
governor. This action violates an agree-
ment that it should be a Senate file.”

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) said, “I
certainly wish that we could continue with
the normal process but one person has
exercised an arbitrary decision to deny the
governor his right to make a decision on
that bill-let’s get on with the work. This is
far too important a bill to let one person
exercise his judgment to stop it,” Moe said.

Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston)
moved to table the bill but the motion did
not prevail on a vote of 32-34.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
said he objected to the amendment on two
grounds: the germaneness of the amend-
ment to the bill and a violation of Senate
Rule 7, the budget cap rule.

Berglin said the amendment does not
violate a budget resolution because the
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former bill, which had gone through the
Finance Committee, did not violate the
budget.

Neuville also told members that the
constitution states that the Speaker of the
House will forfeit his office if he doesn’t
sign a bill that has passed both chambers.
“He’ll sign,” said Neuville, adding, “the
constitution says that each body shall
adopt a rule under which situations such as
this are governed.”

Moe replied that Neuville was correct
in his understanding of the constitution.
However, Moe said, the constitution is
silent on the point of time requirements.
“What isn’t silent,” he said, “is that next
Monday is the last legal day of session, and
if we carry that to the next logical conclu-
sion, the process is holding up govern-
ment.” He continued, “This is the same
dollar amount as we discussed the other
day—it’s the same bill.”

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) said that the amendment does not
violate the rule because the second bill
cancels the first.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
said, “I may not agree with Krentz on the
issue, but I agree with her on process. If the
governor vetoes the first bill, only the
second bill’s appropriations apply.”

Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-
Paynesville) offered an amendment that
contained the identical abortion related
provisions that were included in the first
omnibus bill. The amendment failed on a
tie vote, 33-33.

Members voted to adopt Berglin’s
amendment to H.F. 1947 on a 39-27 roll
call vote.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) offered an
amendment containing the entire House
version of the omnibus health, human
services and corrections bill. He said the
amendment adds $50 million more for
nursing homes and includes the woman’s
right to know provisions. He told members
that the total cost of the bill was still
within the budget guidelines.

Berglin said the amendment redirects
money the state received from the tobacco
settlement trust funds. The amendment
takes away funding for chemical depen-
dency programs and other needed services,
according to Berglin. She also said the
amendment would create havoc for
counties. The amendment was not
adopted.

Neuville then offered an amendment
to provide that family planning money be




administered locally and not be granted to
organizations that provide abortions or
abortion referrals. Berglin said the amend-
ment would shut down family planning
services throughout the state. The amend-
ment failed on a 29-37 roll call vote.

Following adoption of a technical
amendment and a failed motion to send
the bill to the Finance Committee, the
bill, H.F. 1947 as amended, was passed by
a vote of 35-30.

In arelated issue, the Senate ap-
pointed a conference committee for a bill,
S.F. 1397, that modifies provisions
regulating background studies under
programs licensed by the Departments of
Health or Human Services. The measure,
carried by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester), had been amended by the
other body to include the entire House
version of the omnibus health, human
services and corrections omnibus appro-
priations bill. Kiscaden said that the bill
would be the vehicle for the omnibus bill.
Later a procedural motion named Berglin

as the chief author of the bill.

Handgun amendment fails

The concealed carry handgun issue
dominated the second half of floor session
Tues., May 15, but an effort to allow more
Minnesotans to carry concealed weapons
was narrowly defeated.

Debate began when Sen. Pat Pariseau
(R-Farmington) offered a concealed carry
amendment to S.F. 1481. The bill, which
sets up a state-supported shooting sports
program, was carried by Sen. Bob Lessard
(IND-Int’l. Falls) as a vehicle for the
concealed carry provision.

Pariseau’s amendment provides that a
county sheriff must issue a gun permit,
upon receipt of an application and a $45
fee, to any person over the age of 21 who
meets certain basic qualifications. To
receive a permit, a person must not be
listed in the criminal gang investigative
data system and must have training in the
safe use of a pistol. Other factors that
disqualify a person from receiving a permit
include previous commitment to a mental
illness treatment facility, a felony convic-
tion, and use of controlled substances.

The amendment also contains
provisions that make it unlawful to carry a
pistol when under the influence of
alcohol, make the second violation of
permit law a felony and allow a permit
holder who uses a pistol to commit a
felony to be sentenced to 125 percent of

the usual maximum sentence. In addition,
Pariseau pointed out provisions that allow
for issuance of a 30-day nonrenewable
emergency permit. Pariseau emphasized the
importance of the bill for self-defense,
especially for women. “I’'m not a typical
women’s issues person,” she said, “but this
bill benefits women four times more than
men.”

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
then offered an amendment to Pariseau’s
amendment. Murphy’s amendment makes
minor changes to current law, providing
that a person denied a permit may appeal
to an administrative law judge. It also
retains the training provisions in Pariseau’s
amendment. “My amendment leaves the
ability for local law enforcement agents to
say no, but they better have a good reason
for saying no,” Murphy said. He said the
amendment addresses the problem of some
local authorities arbitrarily denying
permits to those who have a good reason to
carry a weapon. However, he said, it
prevents “borderline” people who qualify
under Pariseau’s amendment but who may
pose a danger to society from receiving a
permit.

Pariseau said Murphy’s amendment
undermines the central intention of her
amendment by bringing the law enforce-
ment authority’s individual discretion
back into the permitting process. Lessard
warned members that the amendment was
designed to kill the concealed carry bill.

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine)
pointed out that Pariseau’s amendment has
nothing to do with hunting rights, and also
doesn’t change the fact that citizens are
currently allowed to have guns in their
homes and businesses. He said Murphy’s
language constructively addresses sheriffs
who arbitrarily reject permits. “To go
beyond that would be a very serious
mistake in this state,” he said. Sen. Becky
Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) agreed. She said that
even people who called in support of
increased gun rights were alarmed at how
far Pariseau’s amendment goes.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) said that
31 other states have “shall issue” gun
permit laws, but don’t seem to have higher
rates of violence. Sen. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Tower) agreed, saying, “Most
arguments against the bill are based on
emotion, not fact. Don’t condemn the
good law-abiding citizens who support this
approach for personal security.”

Pariseau cited statistics of her own in
response to those read by Sen. Ellen

Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), and read letters
in support of her amendment saying that
responsible, well-trained gun owners help
keep everyone more safe from crime and
violence.

The debate returned to the effects of
similar legislation in other states. Sen.
Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) said the rates
of incidence of violent crime do not
correlate with whether a state has a “shall
issue” law or not, but instead seem to be
related regionally. Pariseau said the
language in her amendment was drafted in
a way similar to the legislation in the state
of Washington. Murphy said the people of
Minnesota share much in common with
other states in the Upper Midwest,
including church-going people “who make
a choice for a more peaceful culture and
not one of violence.”

Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Town-
ship) said that, based on what she has
heard thoughtful people on both sides say,
the Murphy amendment adequately
addresses issues of fairness in the granting
of permits. Murphy said he too had been
conflicted about the bill and had thought
at one point that he could support Pariseau
and Sams on the issue. “Since then,” he
said, “I have had a massive attack of
conscience.” He said Senators should vote
on the issue not based on what the NRA or
the Million Moms say, but based on what
they think is right in their own hearts.

Murphy said his amendment studies
the issue of denied permits to discern
whether the process is unfair and added
that there are more effective and less
dangerous ways for people, including
women, to avoid harm. He said that it may
not even be possible in a fast-happening
incident to retrieve a concealed weapon in
time to do any good.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall),
the last to speak on the issue, told a story of
a woman who had come to Minnesota
fleeing an abusive relationship. Lesewski
said the woman’s former spouse was able to
find her and lure her to a violent death.
The woman might have been able to
defend herself and survive if she had had a
small weapon in her purse, Lesewski said.

Members voted to adopt the Murphy
amendment 34-32. Pariseau said there will
be an impact on hunter’s rights and there is
discrimination against women in the
granting of permits. She withdrew her
amendment. Lessard said the issue is not
over.

The bill was laid on the table.
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Stadium bills advance

Two bills concerning public support
for professional sports stadiums dominated
the agenda of the Tax Committee Tues.,
May 15.

The first bill, S.F. 1857, sets forth a
financing plan for a major league baseball
park in the Metropolitan Area. Carried by
Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar), it
provides for the construction of a $300
million open-airt, roof-ready stadium.
Under the bill, $150 million must be
privately funded by the Minnesota Twins
and may include funds raised by the team
from other private donors. The measure
specifies that $100 million of the total
funding is a loan from a minimized risk
pool maintained by the state. Under the
bill, the team must guarantee the loan.
Further, $40 million of the financing is
achieved through capturing funds from
revenue bonds being repaid by the
Minnesota Wild professional hockey team
as part of the construction financing
package for the Xcel Energy Center in St.
Paul. The final $10 million is a sales tax
exemption for materials used in construc-
tion of the baseball stadium.

Dean Johnson said the bill’s key
element is a provision requiring Major
League Baseball (MLB) to restructure its
business. Construction of the stadium
cannot proceed, under the bill, unless
MLB and the MLB Players Association
reach a bargaining agreement creating
revenue sharing between teams and
protecting the financial interest of teams
with below average revenues. The bill
provides for a panel of three retired state
judges to review the agreement and
determine if it meets the bill’s require-
ments. Dean Johnson said one of the key
features of such an agreement will be
setting team salary ranges at no less than
$40 million and no more than $80 million
per year. He said the provision addresses
public concerns about the skyrocketing
salaries required to get or keep good
baseball players. Dean Johnson also noted
that the Twins current annual team salary
is about $18 million. By requiring the
team to increase its salary to at least the
minimum level, he said, the state will
benefit from increased income tax
revenues.

He said there is a strong precedent for
forgiving possible sales tax revenues on
major arena construction projects and
cited the Xcel Energy Center and Minne-
apolis Convention Center as recent

examples. Dean Johnson said all cost
overruns will be covered by the Twins.
Naming rights to the stadium, under the
proposal, are the property of the munici-
pality in which the stadium will be
located. Revenues from luxury boxes,
concessions and parking will go to the
Twins, under the bill. Dean Johnson said
the important thing to keep in mind is that
$250 million will be already paid or
guaranteed by the Twins when construc-
tion begins.

Speaking for the Twins, team presi-
dent Jerry Bell acknowledged that MLB is
a highly subsidized industry, primarily in
the form of its facilities. Bell said the
Twins are $60 million below the league
average and second-to-last in the league in
team local revenues. According to league
calculations, he said, new facilities have
attendance figures of 3 million or more
within 5 years.

Sen. Bob Kierlin (R-Winona) said it
appeared to him the state would be left
with nothing if the team defaults on the
loan or go bankrupt, while the city will
have a stadium to lease and gain possible
revenue. Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing), after getting information from Bell,
noted that no MLB team has gone bank-
rupt since the late 1960s. Bell added that if
the team were to go bankrupt and default
on the loan, the value of the team is
guaranteeing the loan. Thus, he said, the
team would become the property of the
city. Sen. Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston) said
he still needed assurance that the state
would not come up empty-handed in such
asituation. A no-interest loan needs
collateral, he said.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville)
objected to figures being used by support-
ers of the stadium proposal. He said
proponents are claiming the Twins will be
assuming 83 to 97 percent of the cost of
the stadium. Bell said the 83 percent figure
could represent the $250 million team
liability as part of the total $300 million
construction cost. Marty said the costs to
the state will be closer to $257 million
when considering lost tax revenue and
other factors. Dean Johnson said the other
side of the ledger is the increased income
tax revenue and rent-free use of the
ballpark for state institutions of higher
education and the state high school
league.

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
asked if there were any provisions for
repayment of the $40 million captured

from the Xcel Energy Center bonds. Dean
Johnson said the bonds were to be repaid
into a fund used for amateur sports. As
such, he said, amateur sports will be
allowed to use the new stadium free of
charge, or essentially in exchange for the
$40 million.

Under the bill, after the Minnesota
Vikings’ lease on the Metrodome expires,
the Metrodome is transferred to the state.
Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove)
asked why the bill assumes the state wants
a facility no one else seems to want. We
might have one two many stadiums in the
Metro Area, he said. Dean Johnson said the
Metrodome could still be used for concerts
and other events.

Kelley offered an amendment placing
a 3 percent interest rate on the $100
million loan. Dean Johnson said he was
initially opposed to the proposal, but has
heard from other members that the
amendment will help the bill succeed. The
amendment was adopted.

Marty asked how the sales tax
exemption on construction materials will
be covered under budget targets. Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), chair of
the committee, said the funds raised by
taxing the construction materials are not
expected revenue and thus do not affect
the targets. Majority Leader Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine) explained further that
exempting local units of governments
removes a revenue stream currently
tracked in budget projections. In the case
of the stadium, there is no revenue stream
currently being received by the state.
Scheevel said the same argument could be
used for power plants that would not be
built but for a tax exemption from the
state. However, he noted, the costs of
exempting construction materials in those
cases do have to be carried in budget
projections. Pogemiller said the bill fits
under the budget targets since new
projections have been received.

Sen. Mady Reiter (R-Shoreview)
offered an amendment requiring the state
planning director to execute an agreement
with MLB guaranteeing the continuance
of a major league franchise in the Metro-
politan Area for the term of the loan. Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said the
National Basketball League had to commit
to a franchise staying in Minnesota before
the Target Center was built. Bell said it is
common for local governments to want
such an agreement, but MLB has not
granted one in over 20 years. However, he




added, it is common for leases to contain
language requiring that all outstanding
bonds and loans must be repaid in full
immediately if the team is leaving.
Murphy asked if the team, not the league,
would be willing to enter into an agree-
ment requiring it to stay. Bell said the team
will sign a binding 30-year lease and a
clause requiring immediate payment of
outstanding debt if the team leaves. Marty
said that if the league is going to be
involved in making threats by sending its
commissioner to the Capitol, then Legisla-
tors have a right to demand a commitment
from the league. Murphy said the team will
already be on the hook. “I don’t know
what more the bill and Sen. (Dean)
Johnson can do to give more comfort to
the committee,” he said. Sen. Linda Scheid
(DFL-Brooklyn Park) said no one else is in
a position to make a guarantee except the
Twins. Reiter’s amendment was adopted
on a divided voice vote.

Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) offered an amendment requir-
ing all steel-based construction materials
for the ballpark to be made from domestic
steel. The amendment was adopted.

Scheevel offered an amendment
restructuring the financing of the stadium
by requiring the team to provide $150
million up-front, providing $140 million
in revenue bonds issued by the state and
guaranteed by the team and $10 million in
the sales tax exemption. Under the
amendment, the loan will bear an interest
rate equal to the state’s cost in borrowing
the money.

Dean Johnson urged the panel to
reject the amendment because it will make
negotiations extremely difficult with the
team. Scheevel said it is incumbent on
Legislators to be good negotiators. A lot of

A sea of laptop computers engulfs Senators’ desks as the legislative session comes to a close.

businesses, he said, would like to have the
kind of access to public resources states
offer baseball teams. The amendment
failed on a 9-18 roll call vote.

An amendment, offered by Kelley,
requires the team to use seven percent of
the sale price of items sold at the ballpark
to maintain and operate the stadium. The
original proposal grants a sales tax exemp-
tion to items sold in the stadium. Bell said
the exemption is only a benefit to the team
if attendance figures are high and the team
is competitive. The amendment was
adopted.

Marty said the Twins have not really
tried to raise private money for a stadium.
The team has focused solely on public
money, he said. Tomassoni said voting for
the bill sends a message to MLB. Some
players make as much or more per year
than the entire Twins’ annual payroll, he
said. With the requirement that the league
restructure its finances in the bill,
Tomassoni said, the position that the
league needs to change is solidified.

The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Finance Committee on a 15-12 roll
call vote.

Members also took up a proposal from
Sen. David Johnson (DFL-Bloomington)
to create a task force to study state in-
volvement in a football stadium for the
Minnesota Vikings professional football
team and the University of Minnesota
Gophers teams. Under the bill, S.F. 2045,
the task force will be composed of six
Legislators, five individuals appointed by
the governor, two members appointed by
the U of M’s board of regents, two repre-
sentatives of business and two labor
representatives. The proposal requires the
task force to consider design, construction
and operation issues, financial options for

building the stadium, examples of stadi-
ums shared by professional and collegiate
teams in other states and methods used to
construct, finance and operate new
stadiums. Marty offered an amendment
adding revenue considerations for the
Vikings and the Gophers to the list of
issues the task force must consider. The
amendment was adopted.

Marty also offered amendments
requiring the Vikings to disclose all
financial records to the commission,
requiring the task force members ap-
pointed by the Board of Regents to consult
with the entire Board of Regents before
voting on the task force’s final report and
requiring the city and county boards of any
proposed site approve the site selection.
The amendments were defeated.

Marty said a Vikings representative
had said passage of S.F. 2045 is tacit
acknowledgment of a stadium problem.
Mike Kelly, Vikings executive vice
president, said the statement was his and he
stands by it. There are problems with the
Metrodome for the Twins, Vikings and
Gophers, he said.

Oliver asked what the U of M’s
position is on the stadium issue. University
Vice President Eric Kruse said the issue is
not a priority for the university. However,
he said, it does want to be involved if
multiple entities are talking about a new
stadium and assuming the Gophers will
play there. Marty offered an amendment
requiring that the task force not consider
using any public money for the stadium.
“We can look at their needs and not use
public money,” he said. The amendment
was defeated on a roll call vote, 8-11.

The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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Finance

Profiling plan refined

The full Finance Committee met
Thurs., May 10, to consider a number of
bills, including the latest version of S.F.
386, a bill addressing racial profiling. The
bill, having been heard and debated in a
number of policy committees and budget
divisions, was presented to the committee
by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), the bill’s
chief author.

Ranum placed before the committee a
final draft of the bill, one that she said
reflects the ultimate negotiations that took
place between communities of color and
representatives of law enforcement. She
said Senators acted only as moderators in
the recent negotiations over the bill, in
which interested parties worked to arrive
at compromises they could all accept. The
only requirements placed on law enforce-
ment units, under the bill, are the develop-
ment of policies and the providing of
information about racial profiling to all
drivers involved in traffic stops. On the
collection of racial profiling data, the bill
ties the collection to the availability of
cameras for law enforcement vehicles. The
bill provides funding for the cameras and
for administering the data collection only
for those units that agree to participate in
the data collection. The bill also provides
funding for officer training on the issue
and for a public awareness campaign.

Ranum said the overall process the
bill has been through was extremely
difficult at times and she commended all
the interested parties who stayed engaged
in the discussion. “The Senate is a better
institution today because we had the
courage to discuss this issue openly,” she
said. Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-
Northfield) said the bill represents a good
compromise and added that he thinks the
real strength of the bill is the process
established whereby people are informed
how to file a complaint when they believe
they have been wrongly profiled.

Neuville pointed out that, under the
bill, units may choose to buy their own
cameras and not participate in data
collection. Nathaniel Khaliq of the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People in St. Paul said his
organization is satisfied that a significant
number of law enforcement units will
accept the collection requirements in
order to receive funding for cameras and
administration. Sen. Dick Day (R-

Owatonna) said he still can not support
the bill because cameras are important for
the safety of officers and should not be tied
to participation in racial profiling data
collection.

By a vote of 25 to 1, the committee
approved the bill. The measure advanced
to the full Senate.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) presented S.F. 451, the omnibus
pension bill. He successfully offered
amendments to resolve two issues still
lingering based on discussions of the bill.
The amendments appropriate funding for a
state share in resolving the shortfall in the
Public Employees Retirement Association
and clarify the use of charter school lease
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aid for the payment of retirement benefits
when a charter school closes.

Sen. Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina)
offered an amendment allowing members
of the Legislature to be eligible for Social
Security and to collect retroactively upon
enrolling. The amendment was adopted.
The bill was approved as amended and
advanced to the floor.

A bill addressing Article 9 of the
Uniform Commercial Code, S.F. 1561, was
presented by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato). He said the bill makes neces-
sary adaptations to conform the uniform
law with existing practice by the state.
Members approved and advanced the bill
for consideration by the full Senate.

Norwegian students, attending Hillcrest Academy in Fergus Falls, sang the Norwe-
gian national anthem at the Capitol Thurs., May 17, in celebration of Syttende

Mai, Norwegian Constitution Day.
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S.F. 1098, authored by Sen. Edward
Oliver (R-Deephaven), moves enforce-
ment of the Unfair Cigarette Sales Act to
the Department of Commerce. He said all
fiscal impact has been removed from the
bill and the remaining provision is agreed
upon by the departments involved. The
bill was recommended to pass and for-
warded to the floor.

S.F. 1438 was presented by Sen. Linda
Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park). The bill
provides for ratification of labor agree-
ments and salary levels as approved by the
Legislative Coordinating Commission
Subcommittee on Employee Relations.
The bill also specifies the method whereby
appointing authorities may recommend
salaries and amends contract provisions for
a chancellor, vice chancellor or president.
The bill was approved and sent to the
floor.

A bill, S.F. 1486, relating to the
classification and replacement of wetlands
was presented by Sen. Dan Stevens (R-
Mora). He said all of the provisions with a
fiscal impact had been amended out of the
bill.

Members approved the bill and
advanced it to the floor.

Jobs, Housing and
Community Development

Appointees approved

Members of the Jobs, Housing and
Community Development Committee
assembled briefly Mon., May 14, to
consider appointees to the Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency, Department of
Trade and Economic Development and
Workers’ Compensation Court of Appeals.

The committee approved the appoint-
ments to the MHFA Board of Directors of
Lee Himle, insurance agency owner from
Spring Valley, Marge Anderson, chief
executive officer of the Mille Lacs Band of
Qjibwe, and Marina Lyon, vice president
of public affairs for the Pohlad Companies.

The committee also approved the
appointments of Thomas Johnson and
Miriam Rykken as judges in the Workers’
Compensation Court of Appeals. Johnson
has served as an appellate judge since
1992. Rykken has worked as a trial lawyer
since 1987.

Rebecca Yanisch was approved by the
committee to be the commissioner of the
Department of Trade and Economic
Development.

Rules and Administration

Redistricting plans debated

Several proposals for redrawing
Minnesota’s congressional districts were
before the Rules and Administration
Subcommittee on Redistricting Mon., May
14. Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) pre-
sented one plan, while Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) outlined four
slightly different redistricting plans.

Kleis said his plan recognizes demo-
graphic shifts and ensures that minorities
are represented. The plan splits very few
cities and counties, and meets the criteria
set by both houses and the governor, he
added.

Committee discussion centered
around two aspects of Kleis’ plan, both of
which represent a significant departure
from the current makeup of congressional
districts. First, Kleis’ plan creates anorth-
erndistrict thatstretchesacross the state
from east to west. Pogemiller suggested that
the current division between Northwestern
Minnesotaand Northeastern Minnesota
better preserves communities of interest.
Committee Chair Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) added that, with Kleis’ plan, “You
basically devastate any congressional
influence of agriculture in our state.” Kleis
contended that the border with Canada
and the Highway 2 corridor unite the area.

A second controversial point was
Kleis’ proposal to unite Minneapolis and
St. Paul in one district. The plan, Kleis
said, creates a minority opportunity district
and recognizes the fact that about 45
percent of the state’s population now
resides in Metro Area suburbs. The
proposal spurred a debate over whether
suburbs have more in common with other
suburbs, or with the urban areas they
border.

Pogemiller said the distinction
between Minneapolis and St. Paul has
long been recognized. He added that there
is not enough evidence of commonality
across various minority groups to justify
concentrating them all in one urban
district. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) said that Minneapolis and St.
Paul often work together with their
respective suburbs. He also pointed out
that African Americans have a large
presence in Minneapolis, while St. Paul
has a higher number of ethnic Asian
minorities.

Pat Awada, mayor of Eagan, testified
in support of Kleis’ plan. She contended

that first and second tier suburbs have
more commonalities than first tier suburbs
and the urban center. Sen. William
Belanger (R-Bloomington) agreed, saying
that the suburban form of government,
with part-time city councils and non-
partisan elections, differs from the urban
form of government. Sen. Thomas
Neuville (R-Northfield) listed several
issues of specific concern to urban centers,
including transit, welfare, housing and
cultural attractions.

Pogemiller then presented his four
proposals to the committee. All four plans
put Minneapolis and St. Paul in separate
districts and retain the vertical boundary
between the northeastand northwest
sectors of the state. Pogemiller pointed out
problems with three of the plans, saying
they dilute outstate influence or aren’t
very compact. A fourth plan, he said,
makes the most sense. He said it creates
relatively competitive districts with three
predominantly Republican districts and
five predominantly Democratic districts. In
addition, he said, the plan creates three
districts with double digit minority
percentages, avoids splitting cities and
counties, and makes no effort to protect
incumbents. Kleis pointed out that the
plan puts two Republican congressional
incumbents in the same district.

Neuville challenged Pogemiller to
find any communities of interest unique to
the Minneapolis district compared to the
St. Paul district. Pogemiller said the
difference between the two cities has been
recognized historically and his plan
adheres to the tradition of separating the
two cities. Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville) contended that tradition was
not intended to be a guiding principle for
redistricting. “We’re trying to recognize the
changes in demographics and I don’t think
your map represents that at all,” Knutson
said. Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.)
strongly opposed combining Minneapolis
and St. Paul in a single district. He
contended that no minority community of
interest supports the Kleis plan. All plans
were laid over.

Congressional redistricting okayed
The Rules and Administration
Subcommittee on Redistricting, chaired by
Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), advanced
a plan for congressional redistricting Tues.,
May 15. The plan, proposed by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls. ), gained
approval over a plan drawn up by Sen.
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Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud). Members also
debated a proposal, offered by Pogemiller,
to redraw state legislative districts.

Discussion began with renewed debate
over Pogemiller’s and Kleis’ redistricting
plans. Kleis’ plan combines Minneapolis
and St. Paul into one district and creates a
northerndistrict that stretches the length of
the border with Canada. Pogemiller’s plan,
on the other hand, retains the tradition
division between Minneapolis and St.
Paul and the division of the northern part
of the state into an eastern Iron Range
district and a western farming district.

Kleis reiterated his opposition to
Pogemiller’s plan, saying, “This map
certainly doesn’t reflect the demographic
changes that have occurred, especially in
the suburban area.” Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield), in response to earlier
charges that Kleis’ plan lacks support from
minority groups, listed representatives of
the African American, Latino and Asian
communities who testified when the plan
was before the other body. Neuville
charged that Pogemiller’s plan to split the
Twin Cities splinters minority groups and
forces them to choose between their
traditional Democratic base and a member
of their own community. By combining
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Neuville said,
“The Republican plan is trying to give
them a true opportunity of electing a
minority member to Congress.”

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
replied, “To suggest that the Republican
caucus is looking out for minority commu-
nities is at best disingenuous.” Cohen
pointed out that several representatives of
minority communities who testified in
support of the Republican plan had been
endorsed by the Republican caucus and
were probably speaking on their own
behalf. Pogemiller said he thinks the DFL
plan increases the possibility that a
minority candidate will be elected.

He then moved to incorporate his
redistricting plan into S.F. 2378. The
motion prevailed on a 7-4 roll call vote.

Kleis countered by offering an
amendment to replace Pogemiller’s map
with the Republican map. Pogemiller
criticized Kleis’ plan as disruptive to the
historical “four corners” district pattern in
the state. Kleis replied that tradition was
never adopted as a guideline for redistrict-
ing. Kleis’ amendment failed on a 4-7
vote. S.F. 2378 was sent to the full Rules
Committee with arecommendation to
pass.

Pogemiller then outlined a proposal
for redrawing the boundaries of state
House and Senate districts. The plan
reflects a population decrease in the
northwest and southwest parts of the state,
as well as in the inner-ring suburbs, and a
significant increase in the population of
the outer-ring suburbs, he said. Under the
plan, 18 incumbents are paired and 9 open
seats are created. Of the incumbent
pairings, five are between Republicans,
three involve a Democrat and a Republi-
can, and one matches a Democrat and an
Independent.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
asked how so many Republicans could be
paired, in light of the fact that population
increased in many Republican districts but
in few Democratic districts. Pogemiller
said the pairings are merely a function of
where people live. “I tried to do the best
can to represent communities of interest in
the state and create some open districts,”
he said. Kleis said the plan seems gerry-
mandered, since even Republicans who
reside far from each other end up in the
same district. “I didn’t think you could get
a more partisan plan than the 1991 plan,
but this is it,” he added. The proposal was
laid on the table.

Legislative redistricting okayed

The Rules and Administration
Subcommittee on Redistricting advanced
aplan to redraw state Senate and House
districts Weds., May 16. The plan,
presented by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), had already been the focus of
much discussion the previous day. Sen.
Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) revived criticism
over the perceived partisan nature of the
plan, which contains five pairings of
Republican incumbents but no pairings of
Democratic incumbents. Kleis pointed out
that Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) and
Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley)
live less than a mile apart, yet remain in
separate districts under the DFL plan, yet
boundaries are drawn in such a way as to
bring Sen. Michelle Fischbach (R-
Paynesville) and Sen. Mark Ourada (R-
Buffalo), who live 45 miles apart, into the
same district.

Pogemiller said the plan is not a
function of partisanship, but the result of
trying to recognize communities of interest.
Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
replied, “Not for a second do I really
believe these districts were drawn without
knowing where the incumbents live.”

Pogemiller said he was surprised that the
Republicans are dissatisfied with the plan,
since it creates only 29 districts with a
statistical Democratic plurality, and 38
with a Republican plurality. His aim was
to create a competitive map, he said.
Pogemiller also pointed out that the
Republican redistricting plan, now under
consideration in the House, pairs a
disproportionate number of Democratic
incumbents.

Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.) said
Republican charges of partisanship are
based only on anecdotal evidence. He
challenged Republicans to use a statistical
index to support their claims of gerryman-
dering.

Finally, Pogemiller offered an
amendment to incorporate the map under
discussion into S.F. 2377. The amendment
also incorporates the congressional
redistricting plan, approved on Tuesday,
into the same bill. The amendment
prevailed on a 7-3 roll call vote. The bill
was also sent to the full Rules Committee
ona 7-3 vote.

Redistricting plans okayed

The full Rules and Administration
Committee met Thurs., May 17, in order to
take action on the redistricting plans
developed by the Rules and Administra-
tion Subcommittee on Redistricting.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Roger D.
Moe (DFL-Erskine), approved the DFL
plan as it emerged from the subcommittee
with only minor changes. The bill, S.F.
23717, carried by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), contains the redistricting
plans for both congressional and legisla-
tive districts. Pogemiller offered an
amendment that made several changes to
the district boundaries contained in the
original bill. He said the change unpairs
two Republican Senators who had been
placed in the same district.

Sen. William Belanger (R-
Bloomington) offered an amendment to
the amendment. Belanger said the amend-
ment contained the House redistricting
plan. The plan developed by the Republi-
can majority in the other body redraws the
legislative district lines quite differently.
The amendment failed on a party line 6-
10 roll call vote.

The Pogemiller amendment was
adopted on another party line 10-6 roll
call vote. The bill was then approved and
advanced to the floor in another 11-6
party line vote.




In other action, the committee heard
the report of the Subcommittee on the
Senate Audit, acted on routine personnel
matters and reviewed two late bills. The
late bills, S.F. 2368, authored by Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), granting
emergency authority to the Animal Health
Board in the event of a breakout of
dangerous domestic animal diseases and
S.F. 2328, carried by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), a resolution to railroad
employees benefits eligibility, were both
advanced to the floor.

Members also adopted a routine
closing resolution providing for the
operation of the Senate during the interim.

Taxes

Annual bills passed

The Tax Committee, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), took
up two bills Weds., May 16. Both bills,
carried by Pogemiller, are considered fairly
technical in nature and are handled on a
regular basis by the committee.

S.F. 2208, the annual public finance
bill, makes a variety of changes regarding
local levy authority provisions. Two
amendments generated debate among
committee members. The first, offered by
Sen. William Belanger (R-Bloomington),
grants Scott and Carver Counties the
authority to offer tax-forfeited land to the
counties’ housing and redevelopment
authorities (HR As) before the land is
made available to cities. Belanger said the
language has the full support of both
county boards and is identical to a
provision adopted two years ago for
Dakota County. Sen. Michele Bachmann
(R-Stillwater) said that, since the HRAs do
not have taxing authority, the land should
go from the counties to cities and then to
the HRAs. Sen. Gen Olson (R-
Minnetrista) said the amendment merely
removes an unnecessary step, as the cities
already want the land to go to the HRAs.
The amendment was amended to require
the cities to support the direct passage of
the land from the county to the HRA. The
Belanger amendment was adopted.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
offered an amendment authorizing the city
of St. Paul to issue general obligation
bonds to finance improvements to the
city’s technology infrastructure. The
bonds, under the proposal, may not exceed
$50 million and no election is required to
authorize their issuance. Pogemiller

questioned the city’s request and said the
city was asking too much. Under current
law, he said, capital notes are not allowed
for software. Pogemiller said the original
bill allows cities to bond for software, but
St. Paul wants even more authority. Sen.
Kenric Scheevel (R-Preston) said he is
concerned about the number of requests
from St. Paul to bypass voters for levies.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) said that bonding for software
should be a statewide proposal, not
specific to a city. A representative of the
city of St. Paul said the new software is
needed, but it will not be an easy sell to
voters if the city must put the question on
areferendum ballot. The amendment was
adopted.

The committee also considered S.F.
2345, the annual bond allocation bill.
Pogemiller said the bill sets guidelines for
how tax-exempt bonding authority
granted to the state will be doled out.
Tonja Orr, Housing Finance Agency, said
this year’s bill includes an unusually large
amount because of an increase in the cap
set by the federal government. She said the
bill puts a higher percentage into the
housing pool than last year’s bonding and
reduces the bond allocation to the small
issue pool. S.F. 2345 was amended into
S.F. 2208.

S.F. 2208 was recommended to pass
and advanced to the floor.

Conference Committees

Environment and
Agriculture

House, Senate bills compared

Members of the House and Senate met
Fri., May 11, for a conference committee
on the environment and agriculture
omnibus appropriation bill, S.F. 2351.
The committee is co-chaired by Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury) and Rep.
Mark Holsten (R-Stillwater). The meeting
was largely devoted to a comparison of the
House and Senate bills presented by
committee staff.

In total, the Senate bill spends
$29.339 million more than the House bill.
The largest differences between the bills
are in the environmental area. The House

version eliminates the Office of Environ-
mental Assistance (OEA) in 2003,

transferring some of its responsibilities to
other agencies, for a savings of $20.8
million. The Dept. of Natural Resources
(DNR) receives about $30 million more in
the Senate than in the House version.
DNR programs funded by the Senate, but
not the House, include the Forest Re-
sources Council, Metro Area parks, the
county biological survey and $1 million to
match the non-game income tax form
checkoff. The House version, however,
provides more than the Senate version for
certain parks and recreation projects, forest
logging management, fish stocking and
habitat, and conservation officers.

With respect to the Pollution Control
Agency (PCA), the Senate, but not the
House, provides funding for programs such
as malformed frog research and mobile
source pollution prevention. The Senate
bill also includes about $4 million for
feedlot programs under the jurisdiction of
the PCA, while the House funds similar
programs under the jurisdiction of the
Dept. of Agriculture (MDA).

In the agricultural area, both bodies
reject the governor’s proposed cuts to the
dairy diagnostics program. Programs
funded in the Senate bill, but not the
House bill, include support for grazing
management, beaver damage control, and
agriculture in the classroom. The House
version differs from the Senate in funding
a $720,000 wheat/barley ethanol plant,
and in supporting the governor’s requested
$430,000 increase in the Minnesota
Certification program.

The two bodies differ significantly in
the base salary adjustment for all agencies:
the House version provides a one percent
increase and the Senate a three percent
increase. The House version also halves
the traditional funding for the Minnesota
Horticultural Society and provides no
funding for the Minnesota/Wisconsin
Boundary Commission.

The House and Senate also part ways
in two significant structural changes to
funding. The Senate bill accepts the
governor’s proposal to reconsolidate
several separate funds at the PCA intoa
single Environmental Fund, in an effort to
address budget problems at the agency.
The House bill does not incorporate this
change.

Secondly, the Senate bill provides
that 100 percent of lottery in-lieu-of-sales-
tax proceeds be allocated to natural
resources funds, while the House bill
retains the current 87 percent level.
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A final area of concern involves
funding for the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP), which
leverages matching federal dollars to
purchase conservation easements along the
Minnesota River Basin. The Senate bill
provides $2.034 million for CREP
implementation, and the approximately
$45 million required to purchase ease-
ments is provided in the bonding bill. The
House version of the agricultural and
environment appropriations bill provides
$20.7 million from the general fund to
purchase easements, since the House has
produced no bonding bill.

Project funding reviewed

The conference committee on S.F.
2351, co-chaired by Sen. Leonard Price
(DFL-Woodbury) and Rep. Mark Holsten
(R-Stillwater), compared House and
Senate versions of the omnibus environ-
ment and agriculture funding bill Weds.,
May 16. Differing appropriations in the
two bills led to considerable debate.

Lisa Thorvig, deputy commissioner of
the Pollution Control Agency (PCA),
began the evening’s proceedings with a
discussion of malformed frog research.
Research efforts are well established,
Thorvig said, but a $90,000 per year
reallocation from the listed metals program
is needed to support field work involving
collection of malformed frog samples. The
Senate bill includes the reallocation,
while the House bill has no funding for
malformed frog research.

Next on the agenda was the multi-
agency feedlot initiative involving the
PCA, the Dept. of Agriculture (MDA) and
the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR). Ron Harnack, BWSR, said the
House bill establishes a $3.4 million
feedlot program at the MDA. Such a
program would be acceptable, Harnack
said, as long as BWSR continues to
administer the cost-share program. Other-
wise, a duplicative program would need to
be established at the MDA, he said.

Harnack stressed that the cost-share
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program should allow the agency to
provide assistance that takes into account
the economic viability of the farm, rather
than investing state money in environmen-
tal improvements at an operation that
shuts down after a few years.

Rod Massey, PCA, said the House bill
fails to provide funding to support the
delegated county program, thus creating an
unfunded mandate. Jim Boerboom, MDA,
stressed the importance of the feedlot
information and assessment team (FIAT)
program, which ensures that financial
assistance goes to operations that have a
future. The Senate bill funds the program,
while the House bill does not.

Next, Jim Sieben spoke for the
Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area
Commission. The commission coordinates
river activities in portions of the St. Croix
and Mississippi Rivers that form the
boundary between the two states, he said.
The Senate bill provides $393,000 for the
commission, while the House bill provides
no funding. “I think the state of Minnesota

¥ :

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL - Tracy), left, and Sen. Cal Larson ( R - Fergus Falls) greet children from St.Pal’s Downtown
Kindergarten in the Governor’s Reception room of the Capitol on Wed., May 16. Both Vickerman’s wife, Wava, far right, and
Larson’s wife, Loretta, not shown, are volunteer readers at the facility.
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and the state of Wisconsin would be at a
loss without the boundary commission,”
Sieben said. Rep. Tom Osthoff (DFL-St.
Paul) questioned whether the Metropoli-
tan Area gets any benefit from the
commission’s activities. Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township) said the commission
is a fiscally responsible investment, since
its members serve on a volunteer basis.

House members also had extensive
questions about a DNR request for
$100,000 each year to implement a
cooperative management plan along the
Lower St. Croix River. Osthoff suggested
that the plan will do nothing to enhance
plans that already exist in local communi-
ties. Sieben stressed that the Lower St.
Croix is a well-preserved river in an urban
area, and needs a uniform plan to ensure its
continued ecological health.

The committee moved on to a
proposal to fund ring dikes. Kent
Lokkesmoe, DNR, said that, since the
1997 floods in the Red River Valley,
almost 200 dikes have been built to
protect farms from flooding. The Senate
provides $750,000 for dikes; the House
provides $568,000. Rep. Tim Finseth (R-
Angus) said he thinks both sides agree that
the project is important and just need to
agree on the funding level.

Lokkesmoe also discussed funding for
the Red River Basin mediation process.
The mediation process has greatly im-
proved relations among stakeholders in the
Red River Watershed Area, he said. The
Senate bill provides $850,000 a year for
the mediation process, while the House
bill does not fund the process. Finseth
mentioned local dissatisfaction with some
of the projects arranged by the mediation
board. Holsten said the Senate appropria-
tion is likely to fund only people talking,
not actual projects. Lokkesmoe replied
that advance planning ensures that
projects are fully understood and agreed
upon.

The Mississippi Headwaters Board was
next on the agenda. The House bill
accepts the governor’s cut to the program,
while the Senate bill restores $40,000
annually. Price said the board gets people
to cooperate on use of the river, and the
Senate provided the traditional funding
level. Osthoff said that monitoring of
Mississippi water quality is included
elsewhere in the House bill, and suggested
that a complete reevaluation of waters
programs across the state is needed.

Both the House and Senate bills
provide $5.268 million a year through

BWSR for natural resources block grants to
local governments. In addition, the Senate
earmarks $50,000 for the North Shore
Management Board, $35,000 for the St.
Louis River Board, $100,000 for the
Minnesota River Basin Joint Powers Board
and $27,000 for the Southeast Minnesota
Resources Board. “These boards have been
effective, they have been efficient, and |
think they play an important role in
achieving a comprehensive approach to
water management,” Harnack said. Holsten
said the House does not fund the boards
because individual boards should not
receive preferential treatment.

Steve Morse, DNR, discussed plans for
a Mississippi Whitewater Trail in Minne-
apolis near St. Anthony Falls. A study
funded by the Legislature found the
project feasible and the Senate bill
provides $210,000 to move ahead with
the preconstruction and land acquisition
process, Morse said. The House bill does
not fund the project. Holsten said the city
of Minneapolis has shown little active
support for the project. Rep. Dennis
Ozment (R-Rosemount) said the projected
$20 million total cost for the park is
almost unprecedented for an environmen-
tal project. Morse said the park will be a
unique feature in the country. Minneapo-
lis has passed resolutions supporting the
project, he said, but the park is envisioned
as being operated and constructed by the
state.

The Senate bill provides $100,000 to
develop a canoe route along the Red
River. A large investment is necessary
because of the length of the route, said
Dennis Asmussen, DNR, but local groups
are enthusiastic about its recreation
potential. The House bill does not fund
the route.

An appropriation for Metro Area
regional parks spurred a long debate over
the use of lottery in-lieu-of-sales-tax
proceeds. The House provides $5.131
million for the parks, and the Senate
provides $5.942 million. The difference
results from the fact that the Senate
dedicates 100 percent of the proceeds to
natural resources and the House only 87
percent. Debate centered around the fact
that the House bill provides line item
appropriations for certain specific projects,
while the Senate provides a block grant to
the Metropolitan Regional Area Parks
Council. The line item appropriations
disrupt local cooperation among metro-
politan communities and go against the

policy for lottery-in-lieu proceeds, Krentz
said. Osthoff replied that the Legislature
has always used its authority to pinpoint
individual projects for funding.

In a separate appropriation for metro
parks, the Senate provides $6 million and
the House $3 million for daily park
operation. Krentz pointed out that the
parks are more heavily visited than state
parks.

Edgar Olson, executive director of the
Agricultural Utilization Research Institute
(AURI), discussed a $200,000 program to
help farmers use pesticides efficiently.
Finseth said the program is unlikely to
reduce pesticide use significantly, since
cost pressures already push farmers to use as
little pesticide as possible. Olson said the
program is helpful in getting farmers to ask
themselves how much pesticide is enough.

Family & early childhood ed

Care and ed services highlighted

The early childhood education
conference committee met Fri., May 11, to
compare and discuss the Senate and House
versions of H.F. 1515, the early childhood
education omnibus appropriations bill.
The five hour meeting was mainly
dedicated to presentations of dissimilar
policy provisions in the bill.

Although both the Senate and House
bills consolidate child care programs, the
funding approach for child care assistance
varies dramatically in each version.
According to staff, the Senate version
funds the child care assistance program by
forecasting funds and the House uses a
capped allocation based on actual
available funds. Staff said the House
version may eliminate some program
participants while the Senate version
ensures funding for all program partici-
pants.

Different mechanisms by which child
care assistance eligibility is determined
were also explained by staff. The Senate
version uses the state median income,
which is $67,140, for a family of four to
determine eligibility. This means that a
family of four may stay on the plan until
the family income reaches 75 percent of
SMI or approximately $50,000. Under the
House version, the federal poverty
guideline for a family of four, which is
$17,000, is the determinate of child care
assistance eligibility. The House version
requires participant’s having an income of
at or below 250 percent of the federal
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poverty guidelines, adjusted for family size,
qualify for child care assistance. Thus,
under the House version, a family of four
exits the program when an income level of
about $42,500 is reached.

Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.) said the
Senate child care assistance plan drops
families from the program over time and
asked where the House sees the decline in
families eligibility. Rep. Bill Haas (R-
Champlain) said the House plan has
participants dropping off the top and
adding to the bottom of the eligibility
limits. Staff indicated that the theory
underpinning the Senate plan is that
families need a graduated payment plan
longer until self-sufficiency is attained.

Regarding another Senate provision,
Rep. Richard Mulder (R-Ivanhoe) asked
for an explanation of demonstration
projects, a provision authored by Sabo.
She explained that the purpose of the
projects is to implement a coordinated
community system that builds upon
existing early childhood care and educa-
tion services to provide a full continuum
of services for young children. Addition-
ally, the projects collect the data necessary
to measure outcomes and to develop a
statewide funding formula for distributing
funds to individual service sites, she said.

Mulder asked if there was a maximum
number of demonstration projects fore-
casted. Sabo said, “The number of projects
has not yet been defined because we want
to deliver as many as possible and build on
existing programs, streamlining the process
and services.” Rep. Bud Nornes (R-Fergus
Falls) questioned how long the projects
would run. Sabo said the first year of
demonstration projects, 2003, is designed
to establish groundwork and bring together
demonstration communities for project
information dispensing. “Approximately
six months later, they will begin serving

children,” she said.

Health, Human Services and
Corrections

Similar provisions adopted

The conference committee on the
omnibus health, human services and
corrections appropriations bill, co-chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) and
Rep. Kevin Goodno (R-Moorhead), met
Weds., May 16, to adopt similar provisions
included in both versions of the bill.
Berglin said since targets were not yet

available, discussion of monetary provi-
sions would be limited.

Beginning with the portion of the bill
related to the Department of Corrections,
the committee adopted a provision
allowing the commissioner to contract
with other states, the federal government
or local units of government to rent beds
in the Rush City facility at a per diem rate
equal to or greater than the per diem cost
of housing Minnesota inmates. Other
corrections related provisions were
adopted to further the department’s efforts
at cost reductions and income generation.
The committee adopted a provision
requiring that any search conducted to fill
the position of executive director of the
Sentencing Guildelines Commission must
be done on a statewide basis. Salary ranges
for judicial positions were established and
salaries and appointments to the Office of
State Public Defender were defined under
adopted Senate provisions.

Department of Health provisions in
the bill are drawn from S.F. 2631 and H.F.
1832. Adopted portions include the
authorization of the Senate’s version of
suicide prevention activities, increases in
fees for food and beverage service estab-
lishments and the authorization of the
Metropolitan Airports Commission to
adopt local regulations for plumbing
permits, bonds, approval of plans and
other standards. House language was
adopted to provide specified rights for
persons receiving home care services and
to direct the commissioner to work with
employers, safety councils and professional
associations to support employees with
psychiatric illnesses and substance abuse
disorders. Members also approved a
provision authorizing the commissioner
and the Board of Nursing to conduct a
study of the Nurses Practices Act in
relation to current practice related to
administering medications in schools.
Other adopted Senate provisions include
licensing, permitting and other fees related
to hospitals, nursing homes, clinics for
handicapped children, medical and
environmental laboratories, boarding care
homes and supervised living facilities.
House language pertaining to establishing
safe drinking water or air quality standards
and building construction or modification
regulations was approved.

A provision, authored by Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (R-Rochester), was adopted to
create a purchasing alliance stop-loss fund
for claims paid by a health plan company

on behalf of a qualifying enrollee. Other
adopted provisions authorize the commis-
sioner to collect the federal rebates on
prescription drugs dispensed or adminis-
tered by outpatient facilities and authorize
the commissioner to contract with feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes to provide
early and periodic screening, diagnosis and
treatment administrative services to Indian
children. Other provisions that were
adopted authorize expanded coverage for
specified Medical Assistance (MA), such
as oral language interpreter services and
case management services to vulnerable
adults and persons with developmental
disabilities. A provision allowing enroll-
ment in the integrated long-term care
services demonstration projects for persons
with disabilities to remain voluntary was
also adopted.

Other portions of the bill were
adopted, including a provision to imple-
ment information, education, intake
process and other services related to long-
term care consultation services and a
provision clarifying the alternative care
allocation formula. A provision limits the
alternative care program to persons aged
65 or older who are not eligible for MA
without a spenddown or waiver obliga-
tion, but who would be eligible within
180 days of admission to a nursing facility.
Members also adopted House language for
establishing a new case mix assessment
system for nursing facility residents and
Senate language for allowing a reimburse-
ment to counties of up to $400 per closing
bed in nursing homes, for costs directly
related to their role in the relocation
process.

Senate proposals for long-term care
insurance were adopted, including
regulation of premium increases and
nonforfeiture benefits. Under the mental
health and civil commitment portion of
the bill, a provision was adopted to
prohibit a health plan from excluding or
reducing coverage on the basis that the
need for health care arose out of a suicide
or attempted suicide by the enrollee.

Members also adopted House lan-
guage to establish a program to help
counties in providing services for children
with severe emotional disturbance and
otherrelated transition services. The
emergency hold provisions outlined by the
House bill were also adopted. A provision
clarifies that emergency hold involves
detentionrather than restraint and strikes
the requirement that danger must be
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imminent in order to allow an emergency
hold. It also provides that if a proposed
patient is brought in by another person, the
examiner must make a good faith effort to
obtain and consider information from that
person in regard to a possible emergency
hold and requires that the examiner ask if
the proposed patient has a health care
directive or advance psychiatric directive.

Anothermental health-related
provision that was adopted is the establish-
ment of a continuing care program for
persons with mental illness to allow them
to obtain acute care inpatient hospital
treatment for mental illness for up to 45
days beyond that allowed by a diagnostic
category. Also adopted were provisions
allowing coverage for MA adults for
rehabilitative mental health services,
provided the services are identified in the
recipient’s treatment plan. A provision was
adopted to amend the child protection
chapter by authorizing the court to order a
child’s health plan to cover mental health
services for children in need of protection
or services, and prohibits the transfer of
custody away from the parents in order to
access special treatment or care.

Higher Education
Higher ed bill discussed

The members of the conference
committee on the omnibus higher educa-
tion appropriations bill met Fri., May 11,
to discuss three subjects contained in the
measure. Members also adopted an
amendment that incorporates identical
and near identical language into the
compromise version.

The panel, chaired by Rep. Peggy
Leppik (R-Golden Valley), began by
discussing the talented youth math
program. Clinton Pettigrew of Mankato
State University explained the program
and said that the governor indicated he
was not convinced of the need for the
program. The House version of the bill
continues the core program and adds one
more region. Pettigrew said that the
expansion to another region would be
accomplished both through partnering
with another MnSCU institution and
through distance learning.

Members also discussed a provision
requiring higher education institutions to
charge high schools for remedial education
courses needed to begin a higher educa-
tion curriculum. Rose Hermandson from

the Dept. of Children, Families and

Learning said the department anticipates
the need for remediation will decrease
significantly with the implementation of
the graduation standards. The speakers also
said that the charge back provision does
provide for more accountability and
illustrates the real cost of providing
remediation. However, two presidents of
community and technical colleges said
they opposed the provision. Ann Wynia of
the Minneapolis Community and Techni-
cal College said that the institution is an
open admission institution and that the
provision is another barrier for students.

Members also discussed provisions
relating to the tobacco endowment. Jan
Malcolm, commissioner of the Dept. of
Health, described the programs developed
using the funds earmarked for smoking
prevention programs. Malcolm said the
program is trying to emulate the successful
tobacco industry marketing campaign.
Rep. Doug Stang (R- Cold Spring)
questioned oversight of the program and
whether funds are used appropriately.
Malcolm said the questions were appropri-
ate and that she could provide further
information. Ultimately, Malcolm said,
the only measure that counts is a reduction
of youth smoking.

Finally, members also adopted the
amendment that incorporates identical
and technical language in both bills.

Jobs, Housing and
Community Development

Housing differences discussed

The Thurs., May 10, meeting of the
conference committee on jobs and
economic development focused on the
policy issues related to housing. Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) chaired the
meeting.

The first issue discussed by members
was a program for replacement of manufac-
tured housing. Both bills include funding
to buyout some or all of the cost of older
housing to encourage owners to improve
their property and upgrade the overall
housing stock. In the House version, there
is a cap on the buyout amount of $3,000,
while the Senate version limits the amount
to the value of the home. The House bill
also requires that owners be qualified to
participate through a financial institution
so that they can get a loan to put toward
buying a newer home.

James Paiste of the All Parks Alliance
for Change said a $3000 cap provides no

incentive for people whose homes are
worth a lot more than that. On behalf of
the Minnesota Manufactured Housing
Association, Mary Krinkie said, since a
relatively small amount is being made
available, a cap helps limit the programs
that have the lowest values and are thus
most in need of replacement. She added
that, for homeowners with a value well
below $3,000, giving them just the market
value is no incentive either. Anderson said
the Senate language could be modified to
make the buyout amount the greater of
$3,000 or the market value. Rep. Dan
McElroy (R-Burnsville) suggested that,
regardless of the amount of the buyout, the
standard for participation in the program
can be tied to the remaining useful life of
the home since the object is to replace the
most run-down properties.

On the requirement for approval by a
financial institution, Paist said the
requirement is counterproductive since the
families most in need of the buyout are the
least likely to qualify for a loan. Krinkie
said there has to be some assurance that the
owners will buy a new home or there’s no
point giving them the buyout money.
McElroy said the scope of institutions that
can qualify owners may need to be
broadened to make it more likely that
those in need can qualify.

Next, members discussed the Senate
bill’s provisions outlining an expansion of
incentives for the development of
inclusionary housing. Russ Adams of the
Alliance for Metropolitan Stability said
the program is a balanced, market-driven
solution to the housing crisis. He said
developers and local governments are
given flexibility and key incentives that
have worked in other areas of the country.

Debra Burke of the Minnesota
Builders Association said she supports the
density bonus mandated as an incentive
for developers, but objects to language in a
separate section of the bill clarifying cities’
authority to impose affordable housing
requirements of their own. She said
mandating affordability, without offering
broad options for regulatory relief and
public subsidy, discourages development.
Cohen said cities already have the
authority and added that Minneapolis and
St. Paul already successfully use mandates
for affordability.

Glenn Dorfmann of the Minnesota
Association of Realtors said the Senate
version will cause everyone to pay more
for housing and added that the problem of
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affordability is better addressed through
property tax reform. Gene Ranieri of the
Association of Metropolitan Municipali-
ties listed a number of objections to the
inclusionary housing language and said
many areas are addressing the problem
adequately through the current voluntary
program.

Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.) addressed
visitability requirements in the Senate bill.
The provisions require new, state-funded,
residential construction to have at least
one no step entrance, a half-bath on the
first floor, and 32-inch clear doorways.
McElroy said the provision may have a
detrimental effect on affordability. Sabo
said the provision allows flexibility in
applying the requirement in cases where
affordability might be affected. Rep. Chris
Gerlach (R-Apple Valley) said mobile
homes may have to be excepted from the
32-inch doorway requirement. Tonja Orr
from the Minnesota Housing Finance
Agency said an exception may be required
for first time home buyers so as to not limit
their choices. Sabo said that, since the
requirement only applies to new construc-
tion, she does not object to the exceptions
mentioned.

Next, Orr discussed another difference
between the two bills. She highlighted the
creation of a disaster relief contingency
fund in the House bill. She said the money
appropriated into the fund, some of which
is set aside for tornado damage in Granite
Falls, comes from unspent funds from FY
97 and FY 98 that otherwise cancels back
to the general fund. Another reappropria-
tion in the House bill directs an unspent
$420,000 from a neighborhood trust
toward programs for homeless veterans. Orr
explained that, for both reappropriations,
statutory language was necessary.

As discussed in the previous meeting,
the Senate bill provides money for
homeless veterans, family homelessness
prevention, capacity grants and a number
of other programs by appropriating a total
of $75 million from FY 01. McElroy said
the one-time money from FY 01 is the most
difficult issue in the Senate bill. He said
the House will not accept the spending of
one-time money based on the belief that
tax relief, now and in the future, is the way
to make housing affordable. Anderson said
the private market alone has not and will
not solve the housing crisis and added that
the Senate sees a need for significant
investment now and for adequate perma-
nent funding.

Workforce policy delineated

The conference committee on H.F.
2846, the omnibus appropriations bill for
jobs, housing, and economic development,
continued late into the evening on Fri.,
May 11. Legislators and staff continued to
lay out and discuss the ways in which the
two bodies’ versions of the bill differ.
Chairing duties rotated back to Rep. Dan
McElroy (R-Burnsville) and the policy
discussion focused on aspects of workforce
development.

One area addressed more substantially
in the Senate version is the make-up and
function of the Job Skills Partnership
Board (JSPB). The Senate bill specifies
that the JSPB is the state’s lead agency on
workforce development and grants
authority for staffing and office space. The
board is required to draft performance
standards for training programs and to
report recommendations annually to the
Legislature. Membership on the board is
also modified under the Senate proposal,
increasing the number of members from 12
to 13 and reducing to 7 the number
appointed by the governor. The bill
specifies that four members of the board,
two each from labor and business, must be
members of the governor’s Workforce
Development Council (WDC). Other
members the bill specifies are a representa-
tive of non-profit training providers, the
chair of the WDC, the president of the U
of M (or a designee), and one non-
Legislator appointee each by the House
and Senate.

The House version requires one
representative on the board from both the
technology industry and the job skills
training industry and limits any member to
two four-year terms.

The Senate bill also modifies the
WDC, creating an executive committee
made up of representatives of business,
labor, higher education, and community-
based organizations. The committee is
required to create performance standards
for workforce centers and report annually
on the centers’ performance. In addition,
the committee is required to develop a
strategic plan that examines the possibility
of consolidating or eliminating centers.

Rep. Chris Gerlach (R-Apple Valley)
said the workforce and economic develop-
ment transition team will surely examine
the effectiveness of the board and council.
He said the Senate proposal may be
premature. McElroy said it’s more impor-
tant to do it right than to do it fast.

Johnson said the state has been waiting
long enough for real progress on workforce
program reform. The redesign of the
various departments, he said, is little more
than “moving some boxes around” without
any real immediate plan for actually
improving services.

Apart from the timing of the plan,
Johnson spoke to its merits by saying that
there is no accountability for workforce
centers and that the WDC lacks indepen-
dence as a resource for policy-making.
Since the WDC cannot be eliminated all
together, he said, the Senate proposal is
designed to weave the council’s member-
ship together with the JSPB and to transfer
the policy authority to the board. On the
accountability standards and strategic
planning, Johnson said the state needs to
ensure that the limited resources available
for workforce development need to be
maximized for the greatest overall effi-
ciency and impact.

Both bills address specific aspects of
the reorganization of workforce and
economic development departments. The
House bill creates the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Jobs, Economic Development and
Training (MNJET) and has a number of
specific provisions regarding consultation
to be provided to the transition team. The
Senate bill creates a combined/renamed
Department of Economic and Workforce
Development (DEWD) and a new Depart-
ment of Labor. Other differences exist in
the transfer of programs and the makeup
and duties of the transition team.

A second key area of difference in the
two proposals is the handling of appropria-
tions from the workforce development
fund. The House bill amends the distribu-
tion of funds relative to large and small
layoffs by removing the 60/40 split
required of state funds. Under the bill, $12
million is appropriated and the entitle-
ment is removed, leaving it to the JSPB to
distribute the funding through negotiation
and by soliciting requests for proposals.
McElroy said the current split requirement
is too inflexible and creates waiting lists in
some areas and not in others.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said that, regardless of flexibility, $12
million is not enough because of the
slowing economy and growing numbers of
layoffs. Lee Haugen of the Minnesota
Workforce Council Association said there
is a current need of $12 million for small
layoffs alone. McElroy said the request for
proposals approach will encourage
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suspension of legislative activity.

creativity and efficiency in how the money
is used to address needs.

The House bill also repeals the
displaced homemaker statute and funds
the program instead with competitive
grants. The Senate bill increases funding
for dislocated homemakers and provides
funding for distance grants and paid leave
for parents or bone marrow donors. A job
gap pilot to provide training for people
who are below 200 percent of poverty, but
ineligible for MFIP, is funded exclusively
by the House. The House bill also includes
a teacher loan forgiveness program, which
is funded by the Senate in the K-12
Education bill.

In both bills, .02 percent of the .07
percent workforce development fund
assessment goes toward an unemployment
insurance technology initiative. The
House leaves the tax at .05 after the
initiative is funded but the Senate leaves
the .02 in place to keep the tax at the
current level of .07 percent.

In other miscellaneous provisions, the
Senate requires information about training
be provided for certain unemployed or

Abandoned briefcases line the capitol corridors Tues., May 15, as a power outage in the Capitol complex forced a temporary

underemployed persons and commissions a
study on pay equity. The House bill
includes a provision that prohibits targeted
training that reflects a government entity’s
preference for a particular industry or skill
set.

Economic development debated

Extended unemployment benefits for
laid-off workers were at the center of
debate Weds., May 16, at the conference
committee on S.F. 2486, the jobs, housing
and community development omnibus
bill. Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville)
chaired the meeting where the Northstar
Research Coalition and domestic dislo-
cated workers program were also discussed.

The Senate bill permits employees
laid-off from Fingerhut in Mora, Onan
Power in Nicollet County and M.E.
International in St. Louis County to
collect 13 additional weeks of unemploy-
ment benefits. The House bill does not
authorize any additional benefits for the
three groups of workers, Elroy said, because
their situations do not meet standards of
need the governor outlined when he
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approved more payments to LTV workers.
In order to qualify for additional benefits,
Elroy said, a workplace should be in a
remote area, the business bankrupt, the
employees in training and more than 50
people laid-off.

Jack Weidenbach, from the Depart-
ment of Economic Security, said usually
additional unemployment benefits are
given out only if an area has an unemploy-
ment rate over ten percent. However, he
said, in Mora the unemployment rate
reached nine percent. He also said the
department is giving out twice as much
unemployment compensation now as it
was a year ago. The unemployment
insurance fund, he said, is not solvent
according to federal standards.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
and Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
joined the committee to present their
Northstar Research Coalition initiative,
which promotes technological research
and investment in cutting-edge business.
The program is funded by the Senate bill,
but not by the House bill. As outlined in
the Senate bill, the coalition is a collabo-
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ration of the University of Minnesota and
private industry that leverages the school’s
research capabilities into economic
development results by funding research
projects aimed at developing the state’s
economic interests. The Senate bill also
includes provisions that require the State
Board of Investments, which has a $53
billion pension fund, to identify and put
money into venture capital funds that
invest in Minnesota-based start-up, high
technology businesses.

McElroy said that although the
funding for research and development and
the investment provisions are not in the
House bill, the tax credits for research and
development and capital investment,
which are part of Cohen and Kelley’s plan,
are in the House tax bill.

Cohen said the initiative is needed to
keep Minnesota from slipping farther
behind in the high technology economy.
Kelley offered several examples of
successful high technology initiatives in
other states that fostered economic growth.
Business representatives testified to the
need for greater investment in Minnesota
start-up companies.

The Senate and House also diverge on
the treatment of the dislocated homemak-
ers program. The Senate increases, by
$250,000, the current funding for the
program, which provides career counseling
for people who seek economic indepen-
dence from a partner or spouse. The House
reduces the funding for the program, by
$250,000, and requires that a request for
proposals be issued for organizations
interested in running the program.

McElroy asked how the program is
kept accountable for the money it spends.
He said that only about 40 percent of
participants land jobs within a year. Laura
Turner from the Department of Economic
Security said the program’s success rates are
calculated every month and are available
for review. She also said the program is
considered a pre-placement program and
offers counseling for people not yet ready
for one stop workforce centers. The
placement numbers, she said, do not reflect
people who quit the program to seek the
services of a workforce center.

McElroy asked why the governor had
suggested eliminating the program in his
budget proposal. Turner said that the
governor assumed dislocated homemakers
services could be provided by other
programs. Yvette Oldendorf from the
Department of Economic Security said the
program is designed for people who have

been removed from the workforce for a
number of years. The services, she said,
teach individuals lessons about working
culture that are not needed by people who
have recently lost jobs.

Several technical differences between
the House and Senate bills were also
brought up for discussion. The House bill
permits the city of Anoka to transfer
library funds to the Anoka County
Historical Society. McElroy said legisla-
tive authorization was needed because of a
law written in 1963. Both Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), co-chair, and
McElroy agreed to authoring legislation to
repeal the law next year. The House bill
also permits the Board of Accountancy to
increase fees in 2003 and 2004. McElroy
said the fee should only be authorized for
one year and the board may come back
again to request a second increase in 2004
if it is needed. Anderson and a representa-
tive from the board agreed with McElroy.

The House bill also includes a
provision that allows the Department of
Labor and Industry to collect additional
information on workers’ compensation
claims in a database. Beth Hargarten from
the Department of Labor and Industry said
the information is needed to file claims
online.

K-12 Education
Members divided on Profiles

The K-12 education conference
committee met Weds., May 16, to con-
tinue discussing and comparing the House
and Senate versions of the K-12 education
appropriations bill. Members also dis-
cussed the House repealer of the Profiles in
Learning (PIL), the structurally balanced
budget provision and grade 7 testing.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), chair of the meeting, began by
asking House members why they wanted to
repeal the Profiles in Learning. Rep. Alice
Seagren (R-Bloomington) said House
members are unhappy with the progression
of the Profiles, the lack of high standards
in the Profiles and results are not meeting
expectations outlined by proponents. Rep.
Harry Mares (R-White Bear Lake) said no
matter what the standards are, they aren’t
serving students if they aren’t clear,
challenging, understandable and measur-
able. He said funding is needed to do it
properly. “We need to ask three questions.
Do teachers have ownership in the
program? Do they have parental support?

Can they sell it to the students? If not, we
have problems, ” said Mares. He said the
House isn’t against standards but House
members don’t believe the Profiles are
accomplishing the goals of having students
grow and prosper.

Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan) said
student’s test scores for the last two years
have declined. He said, “The House feels
an urgency to repeal the Profiles for the
sake of the kids we are here to help.” An
analysis of the Profiles led to opposition of
the standards by the Achieve Report, the
American Federation of Teachers,
Educational Week, the Fordham Founda-
tion and others, said Buesgens.

Seagren said, “The Achieve Report
indicated that we are trying to do too
much, we are spread too thin and we
should focus on core academic areas.” Sen.
Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) said the
Achieve Report also indicated ways to
correct the Profiles as did the commis-
sioner. “Rather than abolishing the
Profiles, I see a lot of good work to be
done.”

Rep. Robert “Bob” Ness (R-Dassel)
said, “The House felt the department’s
response to the report lacked substance,
direction and resolve.” Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul) disagreed and said, “All the
needed changes to the Profiles can happen
without throwing the whole thing away.”
Further, she indicated that districts are
given authority to choose and focus on
four core areas in the Profiles.

Kelley said employers are saying that
more students need to be reached consis-
tently and higher standards are needed. “I
see the bar being raised as a result of the
standards. We need higher standards for
students and they need to learn how to
apply knowledge.” Sen. Martha Robertson
(R-Minnetonka) agreed and said higher
education and the business community
relayed concerns that students weren’t able
to do the basics. “Application of knowl-
edge is where we were falling behind
according to testing a few years ago,” she
said. “Districts want to be able to work
with the implementation of the standards
and the Legislature needs to make certain
standards are clear and measurable and
that guidance is available,” said
Robertson.

Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm) indicated that districts are
getting mixed messages. “Unless we stay
the course a few years, we won’t know if
the Profiles in Learning work,” he said.
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Stumpf then directed the discussion to  contract period and one year out. He said

the topic of mandated structurally bal- the point of the provision is to allow
anced district budgets in the House bill. district flexibility in deciding between
Buesgens summarized the provision. He teacher salary increases or other district
said before school districts enter into needs. Pappas pointed to an Auditor’s
contracts they need to lay out their Report that indicated teacher’s salaries,
revenue and expenses for the two year adjusted for inflation, have fallen four

Third and fourth graders from Highland Park Elementary school in St. Paul
participate in the annual spring planting of flowers on the Capitol grounds Weds.,
May 16. Photo by Shelley Hawes

percent over the last few years. “On
average,” she said, “Districts are settling
contracts within their budgets.” Basguens
said teachers salaries have not kept pace
with inflation because lower paid teachers
have replaced higher paid, retiring
teachers. Pappas said there is a shortage of
teachers now and pay increases are
necessary to acquire qualified profession-
als.

Basguens said the House version helps
districts manage costs by requiring
balanced budgets that don’t rely on the
passage of future levy votes and by
disallowing the use of fund balances as a
means of paying newly hired permanent
staff.

Kelley disagreed with the provision
saying that the first units to bargain during
contract settlements would be assured of a
fair settlement while districts may not
have enough money to fund salaries for
those units bargaining last. Further, he said
the bill micro-manages calculations and
contracts for units, other than teachers,
that are never mentioned. Seagren said
districts will have to anticipate what the
settlements will be for all units prior to
bargaining. Stumpf said districts with
declining enrollment will have a difficult
time under the House provision.
Tomassoni added that only 20 out of the
350 school districts in Minnesota are
having financial difficulties and all 20
have declining enrollment.

Robertson said, “There is value in
allowing school districts a format to keep
them balanced.” The consequences of
negotiations is what should be addressed,
she said. Stumpf agreed and warned that
the solution should not be worse than the
problem.

Stumpf then introduced Department
of Children, Families and Learning
Commissioner Christine Jax, who ex-
plained the rationale for the $2.5 million
grade 7 testing measure in both bills. She
said the test is a mandatory requirement by
the federal government that enables the
state to qualify for $93 million Title I
dollars.

State Departments

Companion bills compared
Senate and House conferees on S.F.
2360, the omnibus state government
appropriations bill, met for the first time
Fri., May 11, to hear an overview of the
differences between the two bills. The
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meeting was chaired by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul).

The House version of the bill includes
a number of policy issues that are not in
the Senate bill, including a number of
provisions related to sustainable land use
planning for local governments. The bill
limits the influence of joint planning and
strengthens local autonomy and the
adaptability of plans to free functioning
land markets. A Legislative Commission
on Metropolitan Government is also
created under the House version. The bill
requires cost-benefit analysis for transit
contracts and directs the Office of the
Legislative Auditor to report on the costs
of the Hiawatha Rail Line.

The House bill includes provisions
placing new requirements on state appro-
priations for technology, allowing fees to
be charged for archeological services, and
addressing executive branch salaries.
Under the bill, joint standing committees
and a joint public information office are
established for the Legislature and restric-
tions are placed on parking at the Capitol.
The bill also creates a special revenue
fund for the State Auditor’s Office, allows
fees to be charged for the services of the
state archaeologist, and directs the
commissioner of finance in the handling of
budget deficits.

Finally, the House bill includes the
body’s omnibus pension amendment,
which includes changes to a vast array of
existing laws related to pensions and other
benefits for state and local government
employees.

Policy language that is in the Senate
version, but not the House version,
includes provisions regarding revenue
recapture fees assessed by the Dept. of
Revenue, a filing fee increase for a real
estate electronic filing initiative, and the
creation of an account for services the
Dept. of Administration provides related
to the Uniform Commercial Code Article
9. The Senate bill also includes provisions
for new or extended employee benefits,
including paid leave for new parents and
bone marrow donors.

Both the Senate and House versions of
the bill have major sections devoted to the
regulation of campaigns and elections.
The provisions in the Senate version
include the numerous campaign finance
proposals carried through the body by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato). Provi-
sions in the House bill relate more directly
to voting and address registration, voting

machines, absentee ballots, recounts, and
otherissues.

Total general fund appropriations are
higher in the Senate bill by $49.4 million.
However, net spending is only $3.7
million higher because the Senate bill
includes higher revenue totals. The Senate
shows increased revenue of $32.4 million
for the Dept. of Revenue’s non-filer
initiative, $3.5 million for campaign
finance loan repayments and $2.5 million
through the dissolution of the attorney
general’s partnership agreements. Major
changes to general fund revenue in the
House bill have no net effect. The bill
adds the Department of Administration’s
Building Codes surplus revenue to the
general fund, but changes the Secretary of
State’s Office and the State Auditor’s
Office to revolving funds outside of the
general fund.

In general fund spending, a consistent
difference throughout the two bills is the
Senate’s inclusion of the governor’s
recommended salary and benefits increases
for the administration. The Senate bill also
includes more funding for public radio,
the Minnesota Humanities Commission
and tuition reimbursement for the Na-
tional Guard. The House bill includes
funding greater than the Senate amounts
for the technology enterprise fund and
voting machine grants, while decreasing
base funding for the Minnesota State Arts
Board. In funding for the Minnesota
Amateur Sports Commission, the House
bill directs $750,000 a year that is cur-
rently appropriated for the Target Center
toward amateur soccer fields. In a similar
provision, the House bill redirects
RiverCenter loan payments to the general
fund instead of a youth activities fund.

Taxes

Bills compared

Members of the conference committee
on H.F. 2498, the omnibus tax bill, met
Weds., May 16, to begin work on resolving
differences between the Senate and the
other body on taxation for the FY 02-03
biennium. The conference committee is
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) and Rep. Ron Abrams (R-
Minnetonka). Staff from both bodies
began the work by outlining some of the
differences between the bills.

The Senate bill provides $607.709
million in tax relief over the FY 01-02
biennium while the House’s version

provides over $1.524 billion in tax relief
over the same period. The governor
proposed over $1.231 billion in tax relief
for the biennium.

The Senate version provides a $425
million rebate in FY 01 and includes
people with federal taxable income but no
state taxable income in its rebate-eligible
population. The House rebates about
$856 million and allows recipients to send
back their checks for one of seven pur-
poses.

In property tax reform, a variety of
differences exist. Among them, the Senate
adjusts the formula for local government
aid and homestead agricultural credit aid
(HACA). The House provides additional
HACA to counties but eliminates HACA
for all non-county local units. The
versions also differ in the rates used to tax
various classes of property.

Both bodies provide for state takeover
of certain county services, especially court
administration. However, each body’s
version operates with a different schedule
for the court takeover. The Senate offsets
out-of-home placement costs at 50
percent, while the House’s version only
provides for state assumption of 30 percent
of the costs. The Senate also offsets day
services and the House makes no such
provision.

The House’s version includes an
article setting limits on local levies while
the Senate version sets no limits. Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) said that under the
House’s proposal, cities attempting to
reform themselves will be penalized for
having temporarily high levies. Rep. Ann
Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington) disagreed.
She said the House believes the rate of
spending is increasing too rapidly and
wants to freeze levies. Rest said the
proposal does not examine why the levy is
so high, but just assumes that high levies
are always bad. Lenczewski said high levies
may be maintained, under the proposal,
but must be submitted to local voters.

Pogemiller said staff had informed
him that a proposal in the House’s version
using tobacco settlement proceeds to be
paid into the health care access fund will
not work. Abrams suggested that members
and staff from both bodies work together
to meet the intent of the House’s efforts.
The House’s version uses the tobacco
settlement proceeds to essentially pay for
repealing the provider tax that subsidizes
MinnesotaCare.

Abrams highlighted a proposal in the
House’s version that directs the commis-
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sioner of revenue to examine the income
tax reciprocity agreement with Wisconsin
and report back to the Legislature. Abrams
said that Minnesota may be shorted by
about $2 to $4 million per year while the
state is also paying Wisconsin as part of a
separate reciprocity arrangement for higher
education. All we want is fair treatment,
he said.

Members adopted the House’s
language regarding sales tax recodification
provisions and the Senate language
regarding seizure of contraband. Both
provisions were identical in both propos-
als. Abrams said the versions are miles
apart on metropolitan government.
However, he said, the House likes a
proposal in the Senate bill to divest the
State Auditor of oversight in tax incre-
ment financing. Abrams and Pogemiller
agreed to have staff examine other similar
sections for future review by conferees.

Floor

Friday, May 11

Members take up tax bill

Completing the Senate’s budget plan
for the year, members took up H.F. 2498,
the omnibus tax bill, for discussion Fri.,
May 11. The bill provides a $425 million
sales tax rebate in FY 01, $609 million in
tax relief during FY 02-03 and over $1.18
billion in tax relief during FY 04-05.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.), chair of the Tax Committee, said
the bill emphasizes the Senate’s goals in
tax reform this biennium. “I make no
bones about this. This a bill that is
earmarked entirely to provide tax relief to
the average value home,” he said.
Pogemiller said the Senate cannot match
the larger amounts of property tax relief
proposed by the governor and the other
body because of the choices the Senate
made this year. The governor, he said, pays
for his tax relief by extending the reach of
the sales tax to services. The other body
does not invest in Minnesota’s future,
Pogemiller said. Significant property tax
reform is accomplished in the bill, he said,
but it cannot be done in one fell swoop.

Pogemiller chastised the other body
for offering tax relief but no real reform
while also offering kudos to the governor
for his plan. “The other body has not paid

for its reforms in the outer years,” he said.
At least the governor bit the bullet and
paid for his reforms with the sales tax
extension, he said. “We have a balanced
approach,” Pogemiller said, by seeking
both permanent investment in transporta-
tion, health care and education while still
recognizing the heavy burden of the
property tax on the average Minnesota
family. The tax bill targets relief at the
average Minnesota family, Pogemiller said,
by focusing the structural reforms of the
property tax on homes valued between
$70,000 and $200,000. “This is genuine
reform that is paid for,” he said.

The bill also addresses several other
issues brought before the committee and its
divisions, he said. The bill completes the
state takeover of court administration
costs, provides for an offset of 50 percent
of out-of-home placement and day
training costs and modernizes the local
government aid formula. It reduces the
state determined general education levy by
$100 million. We wanted to do more in
terms of a levy buydown, Pogemiller said,
but did not want to shift the tax burden
from businesses to homes. He said many
interests, the other body and the governor
have all pushed for more compression of
commercial-industrial property tax rates.
The Senate, he said, is not opposed to such
compression. “We're not going to kid
anybody, we can’t afford to do it” this year,
he said. Pogemiller said the business
community wanted tax relief that would
have put the tax burden on the backs of
homeowners. Most Minnesotans, he said,
support tax relief for businesses, but want it
done in a balanced fashion. The bill
represents significant reform without the
larger amounts evidenced in the governor’s
and other body’s proposals, he said.

Border cities aid okayed

After Pogemiller concluded his
introductory presentation on the omnibus
tax bill, several Senators offered a variety
of amendments to the bill. All amend-
ments had to pass a test presented by a
provision in Senate rules, adopted for the
first time this session, that requires all
amendments to a budget bill to stay within
the targets approved by a Senate resolution
set earlier in the session. Pogemiller said
the bill is perfectly balanced in FY 02-03
and achieves a near-perfect balance for FY
04-05, offering only $13,800 in remaining
expendable funds.

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy)
offered an amendment authorizing the city

of Luverne to establish up to three border
city development districts. Sen. Arlene
Lesewski (R-Marshall) said she has been
working on the issue for years and strongly
supported Vickerman’samendment. Sen.
Chuck Fowler (DFL-Fairmont) said
Minnesota’s border cities, especially along
the South Dakota border, need help. Any
help those cities receive, he said, is money
well spent.

Pogemiller questioned the singling
out of Luverne in the amendment. “How
can you justify creating a district for just
Luverne, when you’re not doing it for
other parts of the state,” he asked.
Pogemiller said the issue becomes a
slippery slope with spiraling costs.
Vickerman said he wants to try offering the
help to one border city as a test. If the plan
doesn’t work, he said, the provision can be
removed. Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing) said Luverne is suffering from the
tenacity of business developers in South
Dakota. “Our communities are drying up
and blowing away,” Murphy said. He said
the provision is a band-aid and next
session, the Legislature can focus on a
solution with long-term, statewide
significance. Sen. Grace Schwab (R-Albert
Lea) said the bill provides much needed
economic development money. Such
money, she said, is often paid back four-
fold in future tax revenue. Responding to
aconcern that the amendment sets the tax
bill out of fiscal balance, Sen. Gen Olson
(R-Minnetrista) said, where is the money
going to come from to pay for the losses
when we lose jobs and businesses in
Minnesota. The issue affects the entire
state, she said, not just the border commu-
nities. Vickerman balanced the amend-
ment with another amendment, adopted
first, that reduced the budget of the Dept.
of Revenue.

Sen. Charles Berg (R-Chokio) said the
discussion on the amendment reveals
serious problems in the Minnesota tax
system. Until we clean up our tax system,
he said, the state will continue to lose
businesses crossing state lines. Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon) said the state
should not copy its neighbors in taxing
food, clothing and services. The
Vickerman amendment was adopted.

Met Council debated

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
offered an amendment deleting provisions
in the bill providing for an elected
Metropolitan Council. She said that the
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each other during Senate floor sessions.

elections subcommittee has not heard the
sections of the bill. Sen. Myron Orfield
(DFL-Mpls.) said the provisions corre-
spond to language adopted by the other
body. A bill containing the language, he
said, was also heard twice in the State and
Local Government Operations Committee
and was supported by a broad range of
people from the Metro Area. The other
body has thrown down the gauntlet, he
said, and it seems a shame to avoid setting
a Senate position. Orfield also said the
provisions are an attempt to make the Met
Council accountable for its taxing
authority. Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo)
said the provision may challenge the
single-subject requirement for bills.
Robling said she has seen the other
body’s language and it is far different from
the proposed language in the Senate
omnibus tax bill. The other body, she said,
calls for a legislative commission to
exercise oversight on the Met Council’s
levying authority. That provision, Robling
said, relates to taxation. The language

Secretary of the Senate Pat Flahaven, left, and President of the Senate Don Samuelson (DFL - Brainerd) frequently consult with

before the Senate goes too far, she said. It
attempts to get rid of county government
and create a Metro Area government
without regard to counties, Robling said.
Orfield said the bill does not attempt to
eliminate counties. The amendment failed
on a 29-35 roll call vote.

Bridge funding rejected

Attempting to keep the Stillwater
bridge project at the top of MNDOT’s
project list, Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-
Stillwater) offered an amendment appro-
priating $18 million for the project. The
money for the project is derived by
eliminating a tax credit for energy-
efficient appliance purchases. Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) said, “Too seldom
do we have the opportunity to encourage
consumer expenditures in an environmen-
tally friendly way.” Sen. Dean Johnson
(DFL-Willmar) assured Bachmann that the
Stillwater bridge project is being consid-
ered by the conference committee on the

Photo by David J. Oakes

omnibus transportation and public safety
budget bill. Sen. Warren Limmer (R-
Maple Grove) said the energy efficient
appliances credit doesn’t make sense
because the appliances are often priced
$400 to $600 higher than their regular
counterparts. The tax credit does not
mitigate that cost, he said. Limmer also
said some appliances are too efficient and
create safety problems of their own in new
homes. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul) said the credit is an incentive for
consumers to get past the higher up-front
costs.

Over the long-run, she said, consumers
will benefit from their purchase through
lower energy bills. The tax incentive just
makes it that much easier for consumers to
make a choice they might not have
otherwise been able to make, she said. “We
are allowing everyone in Minnesota to do
their part to help us meet our energy needs
at a critical time,” Anderson said. The
amendment was not adopted on a 25-34
roll call vote.
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Rebate debated

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
offered an amendment to make the
payment of a rebate from surplus money
automatic. Under the amendment, the
commissioner of revenue is required to
rebate the surplus by September 15 of an
odd-numbered year. The amendment,
Neuville said, “will prevent us from
putting our heads in the sand and ignoring
our promises.” Pogemiller said the budget
resolution passed earlier this session meets
the current law’s requirement that the
Legislature enact, modify or reject the
governor’s plan for a rebate. Sen. Kenric
Scheevel (R-Preston) said the amendment
sends a strong message that the Legislature
is committed to its original commitment
regarding rebates. Otherwise, every session
a surplus exists, the rebate will be reduced
to crumbs, he said.

According to Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), the amendment effec-
tively allows one house of the Legislature
to avoid discussion and force payment of a
rebate. Under current law, Hottinger said,
opinions in the bodies can be worked out
and discussed. With the amendment he
said, one body can choose not to partici-
pate and the decision is made by statute.
Neuville said Hottinger framed this issue
correctly. Under current law, he said, one
body can prevent a rebate. The people
have an expectation that their money will
be returned to them, he said. Under the
amendment, both bodies will have to
agree to spend a surplus, Neuville said.
Under current law, he said, both bodies
have to agree to give it back. Hottinger
said the current approach is balanced by
providing for ongoing discussions about
budgeting for the state’s needs.

The amendment failed on a 28-34 roll
call vote.

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) moved
to suspend the rules so that an amendment
to the tax bill granting a full rebate of the
FY 01 surplus could be considered.
Without a suspension of the rules, the
amendment can be ruled out of order since
it exceeds the budget targets. Pogemiller
said Kleis is asking for a free lunch. The
rule, he said, exists to make Senators
accountable for their choices. The vote is
about whether a Senator wants to be held
accountable or not, he said. Suspending
the rules tells the people we want it both
ways, Pogemiller said. “The rebate in this
bill is just crumbs,” Kleis said. The people
expect the Legislature to rebate all, not

half of the money, he said. Suspending the
rules will make conference negotiations
with the other body go more smoothly, he
said.

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) urged members to vote against the
motion. The budget resolution and the
rule under discussion are attempts to put
fiscal discipline into the process, he said.
In the final stage, Moe said, there is a
proposal to slip. However, the Senate has
met the law’s intent, Moe said, because the
Senate modified the governor’s rebate
proposal with the passage of the budget
resolution.

Limmer said the rebate is the result of
almost a decade of overtaxation, but some
Legislators cannot resist the urge to spend.
“We may be helping some people, but
we're doing it at the expense of others,” he
said. Pogemiller said Limmer
mischaracterized the Senate majority’s
goal. We see it as balanced investments
and tax relief, he said. The money not
rebated is going to schools, roads and
hospitals, Pogemiller said, and members of
the majority are proud of that choice.

Scheevel said many members of the
minority have voted against spending the
surplus in every omnibus budget bill so far
and want the opportunity to go on the
record with a vote for rebating the entire
amount. Pogemiller said the opportunity
presented itself earlier in the Tax Commit-
tee but a bill for the rebate was withdrawn.
The President of the Senate reminded
members that a motion to suspend the rules
would take 45 votes to pass. The motion
was rejected on a 27-32 roll call vote.

Local exemption considered

Citing a pressing local need, Neuville
offered an amendment exempting con-
struction materials purchased by the city of
Montgomery from the sales tax. He said
the Pollution Control Agency has told the
city it needs a new wastewater treatment
plant, but the city has encountered
difficulty raising enough money to build
the plant. The total cost in lost revenue,
Neuville said, is about $200,000 that the
amendment recovers by reducing statewide
local government aid payments.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said
the Income and Sales Tax Budget Division
heard many requests from local govern-
ments for similar projects. All the projects
were worthy, he said, and the division
determined that the best course was to
fund them all or fund none of them.

Betzold said exempting all purchases by
local units of government costs $200
million in lost revenue. Just exempting
construction projects costs $80 million, he
said.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) said he
objects to the entire concept of taxing
local units of government. Betzold said he
agrees, but the tax exists and the state
needs the revenue. The governor could
have eliminated the tax a year ago, he said,
but chose instead to reduce automobile
license tab fees. Betzold also noted that the
other body did not eliminate the local
government sales tax even though it
accomplished about $1.6 billion in relief.
Neuville said the property tax relief felt by
homes in Montgomery will be offset by the
taxes needed to raise money for the
facility. The amendment was rejected on a

26-35 roll call vote.

Provider tax debated

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
said the health care provider tax, levied on
the gross revenues of health care providers
and used to subsidize MinnesotaCare
premiums, is the state’s most regressive tax.
He cited a report from the Dept. of
Revenue that said the provider tax is more
regressive than the general sales tax. Oliver
also said the Minnesota Taxpayers
Association has said the tax is not verti-
cally equitable and falls heavier on people
with lower incomes who pay as much as
five time more (as a percentage of their
income) than taxpayers with the highest
incomes. The omnibus tax bill, Oliver
said, makes the tax even more regressive by
increasing the tax from 1.5 percent to 2
percent.

He offered an amendment creating the
MinnesotaCare-subsidized health insur-
ance account. Under the amendment,
ongoing tobacco settlement payments will
be credited to the account beginning Dec.
31, 2003. The amendment also requires
savings from eliminating the provider tax
to be passed through to health plan
purchasers by health plan companies via
reduced premiums. The amendment
directs the commissioner of finance to
examine the balance in the subsidized
account annually. Under the amendment,
if the account is not sufficient to cover
projected expenses, the health plan
premium tax will be automatically
reinstated. Further, the amendment
specifies that if the subsidized account and
revenues from the premium tax are not
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sufficient, then the provider tax will be
automatically reinstated.

Pogemiller challenged the amend-
ment as being fiscally unbalanced. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) said the money
used to balance the amendment is coming
from tobacco settlement funds that have
already been dedicated to tax relief or
increased spending as part of the base
budget. To balance the amendment, she
said, base budgets and tax relief will have
to be adjusted. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) said she was confused and she
thought the money should be available for
future expenditures wherever the Legisla-
ture sees fit. Berglin said the money was
spent on permanent expenditures and is
now needed to cover those ongoing
expenditures as part of departments’ and
agencies’ base budgets. Unless the pro-
grams are given sunset dates, she said, the
money is tracked as needed to cover base
expenditures. Kiscaden said the Senate
finds itself in an interesting place where
the majority has put in place expenditures
that require the most regressive tax to be
maintained and increased. “How can we
continue to have this regressive tax,” she
asked. The President of the Senate ruled
the amendment not in order. Oliver
challenged the ruling. The ruling of the
President was upheld on a 34-27 roll call
vote.

Sen. Mady Reiter (R-Shoreview)
offered an amendment to strike language
in the bill related to income tax informa-
tion that must be provided on state returns.
Reiter said the bill allows the commis-
sioner of revenue access to aggregate
personal data that infringes on an
individual’s right to privacy. Limmer said
the privacy issue exemplifies differences of
opinion concerning the role of govern-
ment. “If you have suspicions that the
government is too big, too invasive and
has access to too much information, then
you may want to support this amendment,”
he said. Pogemiller replied that he thought
Reiter’s concerns were misplaced because
current law already provides that an
individual’s tax information not be made
public. The amendment failed on a 25-34
vote.

Rest offered an amendment to clarify
limitations on property assessments for
2006. The amendment limits the amount
of the increase to no more than 15 percent
of the value in the preceding assessment, or
50 percent of the difference between the
current assessment and the preceding
assessment. The amendment was adopted.

“We penalize those in the armed
forces by taxing them,” said Kleis. Kleis
offered an amendment to exempt the first
$1,500 of income for individuals serving
in the military, whether they are located in
or out of Minnesota. He told members that
Minnesota once offered the exemption but
later repealed it. “Now that we have a
surplus,” he said, “we should reinstate it.”
The amendment was adopted.

Moe responded to comments by
Senators who expressed disappointment
with the tax bill for reasons ranging from
tax relief numbers to rebate numbers. He
told members that the problem with any
one of the Senate bills is that there were
overall budget constraints. “We don’t
provide as much tax relief as offered by the
other body, we don’t go the whole way on
the rebate, but, we chose to balance
sustainable tax relief, focused on property
tax relief, with important investments in
education, health care needs—especially
for seniors—and our transportation system,”
he said. Moe continued, “The average
Minnesotan knows that we must provide
balance and try to meet the states needs
and the needs of our future while provid-
ing tax cuts.”

Minority Leader Dick Day (R-
Owatonna) said, “We talk about balance.
The House put together a good package.
Wake up Minnesota, we have a body in St.
Paul that will spend everything they
make,” he said.

Pogemiller said, “Our bill provides
more tax relief than the House bill with its
larger budget.”

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
said, “We’ve prepared for tougher times we
all believe are coming. We should save the
surplus for a rainy day.”

The tax bill passed on a 37-25 vote.

Members also granted concurrence
and repassage to S.F. 2361, the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill. Members repassed the
measure, carried by Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.), on a vote of 37-25, in order
to avoid a conference committee and to
speed the bill to the governor.

Monday, May 14

Felony DWI bill passed

Multiple DWI violations may lead to
a felony penalty under a bill given final
passage on the floor when the Senate met
Mon., May 14. Members also heard
legislation on domestic violence, pensions
and insurance businesses.

Sen. David Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington), chief author of the DW1
bill, called the measure a balance of
treatment and accountability. He said
under current law the maximum penalty
for driving while intoxicated is one year.
Johnson’s bill specifies that a person’s third
conviction of DWI in ten years is a felony
with aminimum three-year sentence.
Under the measure, a person who is found
guilty of a DWI may be given up toa 7
year sentence or a maximum $14,000
penalty. The bill also requires the insur-
ance companies of individuals who are
convicted to cover the cost of any chemi-
cal dependancy treatment ordered by
court.

Johnson said the bill does increase the
costs of law enforcement for local govern-
ments. “At the end of the day, there isa
cost,” he said. “But the cost will be greater
if we don’t do anything. We need to
reduce the cost on the other side of the
ledger and save some lives.”

The driver’s license reinstatement fee
is upped from $40 to $340 under an
amendment, which the Senate adopted,
offered by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul).

Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) offered
an amendment that moves the effective
date of the bill from 2003 to 2001.
Johnson said the amendment drives up the
cost and violates the budget targets. The
amendment was ruled out of order. Kleis
than moved to amend the bill and change
the effective date from 2003 to 2002. The
Senate adopted the motion 55-8. The
members passed the felony DWI bill on a
61-1 vote.

A bill that modifies several domestic
violence policies was presented by Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.). Last year,
Ranum said, 40 women and 6 children
were killed by domestic violence in
Minnesota. She said the bill closes
loopholes in the law and coordinates the
efforts of state agencies. “If the systems
aren’t working together effectively,” she
said, “tragedy happens.” The bill also sets
guidelines for court ordered education and
counseling programs serving domestic
abuse offenders. The domestic violence
measure passed 61-0.

On a 60-0 vote, the omnibus pension
bill, authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), passed.
Pogemiller offered an amendment, which
the Senate adopted, that added a $2.5
million appropriation to cover the Public
Employees Retirement Association’s fiscal
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shortfall. The bill incorporates numerous
changes to provisions affecting retirement
and other benefits for state employees.

Safety requirements are waived for
bleachers owned by the amateur sports
commission and seating temporarily
erected in the Hubert Humphrey
Metrodome under S.F. 453. Sen. Cal
Larson (R-Fergus Falls), chief author, said
the Metrodome needs additional seating
for anticipated National Collegiate
Athletics Association (NCAA) events.
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) offered
an amendment that extends the exemption
to bleachers owned by county agricultural
societies until January 2004. The Senate
adopted the amendment. The members
also adopted an amendment that exempts
bleachers used by the Defeat of Jesse James
Day Committee, which runs a yearly
celebration in Northfield. Sen. Dick Day
(R-Owatonna) said a lot of small towns
own bleachers that are used only for
occasional summer event such as rodeos
and car races. He said bringing bleachers
up to safety standards is a very costly item
for small towns. He offered an amendment
that exempts all outdoor bleachers erected
before 2001. Sen. Gen Olson (R-
Minnetrista) said outdoor bleachers are
often the most dangerous because deterio-
ration is most often caused by exposure to
the elements, not by overuse. She said
several towns have repaired their bleachers
in low cost, creative ways. The law, she
said, does not require bleachers to be
brought up to code but only to be visually
inspected. Sen. Bob Kierlin (R-Winona)
said outdoor bleachers are safer than
indoor bleachers because a person who
falls from them is likely to land on soft
sand or grass. The Day amendment was
adopted. The bill, as amended, was passed
47-4.

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
presented S.F. 1541, which amends real
estate commerce policies and licensing
requirements for real estate brokers,
property appraisers and notary publics.
The bill passed 62-0.

Several technical changes are made to
the Uniform Commercial Code by S.F.
1561, sponsored by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato). With a 59-0 vote, the
Senate gave the bill final passage.

The Senate voted to concur with
House amendments and repassed S.F. 359,
authored by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester). The measure makes changes in
provisions relating to the Board of
Chiropractic Examiners.

Fair drug pricing debated

Several bills on Special Orders were
heard by members at the Mon., May 14,
floor session. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) presented S.F. 765, the Fair
Drug Pricing Act of 2001. He said the bill
is designed to help families not eligible for
other programs and seniors who are not in
state programs by shifting a small amount
of prescription drug costs to drug compa-
nies. Under the bill, he said, participants
receive prescription drug rebates equal to
Medicare rebates. Sen. Dan Stevens (R-
Mora) asked what legal authority could
demand the drug companies have a rebate
equal to that of Medicare’s. Hottinger said
that in Maine, where there is a similar law,
the drug companies conceded.

“We need to do something for our
constituents regarding drug costs because
this is an issue about drug companies
creating a demand for drugs so they can
boost prices,” said Hottinger. He told
members that while drug companies had a
$26 billion profit last year, prescription
drug prices increased 34 percent over the
last two years. Sen. John Marty (DFL-
Roseville) said, “The bill gives Minneso-
tans a chance to buy their drugs here
instead of having to go to Mexico or
Canada.”

Stevens questioned eligibility under
the bill saying that all people, regardless of
age or income status, are allowed to
benefit. He said the Minnesota Prescrip-
tion Drug Program helps those most in
need and does not violate the commerce
clause, or constitutionality, as does
Hottinger’s bill. “We should be using our
efforts and resources in improving the
other plans,” he said. Sen. Mady Reiter (R-
Shoreview) said members should be
directing their attention to fair and
equitable Medicare compensation because
other statesreceive higher reimbursements
than Minnesotaresidents. Hottinger
answered by saying that the bill is both
innovative and constitutional.

Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester)
said the bill only results in about a 15
percent discount. She said pharmacists
testified that the plan has a negative
impact on their businesses, particularly in
Greater Minnesota. She said allowing the
sale of more drugs over the counter is more
effective than the bill in combating the
high cost of drugs. She said that while the
Senior Federation supports the bill, the
American Association of Retired People
(AARP) does not, partly because they

know increased costs are likely. Further,
she said that of the 35 drug wholesalers in
the U.S., only 5 are based in Minnesota.
She said, “If we proceed with this, we will
become an island where there will be no
investment in pharmaceuticals in the
state.” Hottinger disagreed and said,
“There is nothing in this bill that makes it
more difficult to produce pharmaceuticals
in the state and companies did not testify
to that effect.”

Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-
Fridley) said he conducted a survey of
1,000 people and 800 said they needed
prescription drug help. He said, “This bill
is right for moral reasons.” He recounted
sacrifices made by older generations and
said the bill allows younger generations to
sacrifice a little for them. “Since prescrip-
tion drug coverage is the last unfinished
business of the 20th Century, affordable
prescription drug coverage must be first on
the docket for the Twenty-21st Century,”
said Chaudhary. S.F.765 passed in a 42-21
vote.

S.F. 67, a bill relating to occupational
safety and health was presented by Marty.
The bill permits injured employees a civil
remedy if an employer willfully or
repeatedly violates safety laws. Reiter
opposed the bill, saying, “It will undo
workers’ compensation and is inconsistent
with current OSHA laws.” Marty re-
sponded that the bill increases the penalty
for employers who break safety laws where
an employee is either injured or killed.
“These are illegal actions causing death
and injury and the bill makes employers
stop breaking the law.”

“The workers’ compensation laws are
not balanced and fair and the bill deals
with very rare occurrences,” said Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing). He said,
“If employers are complying with OSHA
standards, it doesn’t affect them, but if
employees are knowingly placed in
jeopardy by employers and it results in a
substantial injury or death, the bill gives
families a way to get some sort of financial
compensation.” S.F. 67 did not pass in a
33-32 vote.

Another civil action bill was pre-
sented by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato). S.F. 1614, corrects an oversight
and provides for civil actions against the
state under the federal Age Discrimination
in Employment Act, the federal Fair Labor
Standards Act, the federal Family and
Medical Leave Act and the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act. Hottinger
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Floor update

said the bill is one of fundamental fairness.
S.F. 1614 was granted final passage in a
unanimous vote.

S.F. 1330, presented by Stevens,
extends unemployment insurance for up to
13 weeks for former Fingerhut employees
who have been terminated as a result of a
plant closing. Stevens offered an amend-
ment for Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
that includes employees in St. Louis
County who are in similar circumstances as
former Fingerhut employees. The amend-
ment was approved and S.F. 1330 passed
in a 60-1 vote.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
presented H.F. 783, a bill specifying that
peace officers’ use of less lethal munitions
does not constitute deadly force. Ranum
said the bill is supported by law enforce-
ment groups and groups dealing with the
mentally ill and is basically addressing the
usage of stun guns. The bill was unani-
mously granted passage.

Marty directed members’ attention to
absentee voting. S.F. 95, a bill making it
easier to vote by absentee ballot, allows
on-going absentee balloting, voting by fax
if the voter is hospitalized shortly before an
election or absentee voting for Minnesota
residents living overseas. Marty said there
is overwhelming public support for the
bill.

Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo)
opposed the bill, saying there are already
exceptions for people who truly need to
use absentee ballots and he advised
members not to “travel down this road.”
Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater)
also opposed the bill citing concern for
battered women who may be forced to
vote a certain way by an abusive spouse. In
a vote of 32-31, S.F. 95 was defeated.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
explained S.F. 577. The bill changes the
Met Council’s Como Park transit route.
The measure gives the St. Paul Park Board
authority to provide input to the Met
Council regarding transit on park roads in
St. Paul. Anderson said the bill provides
the same authority to the St. Paul Park
Board as the Minneapolis Park Board has
under law. An amendment was offered by
Anderson that disallows buses on two
blocks of the south shore of Como Lake.
She said the amendment is a preventive
provision dealing with an area where buses
are within 2 feet of bike and pedestrian
traffic. Reiter and Sen. Claire Robling (R-
Prior Lake) opposed the bill saying that
the measure adds another layer of bureau-
cracy.

In addition, Robling said the bill sets
an undesirable precedent in interfering
with the Met Council route planning,
which establishes routes to further effi-
ciency, convenience and increased
ridership. The amendment was approved
and the bill was passed on a 37-27 vote.

S.F. 1659, the omnibus feed lot bill,
sponsored by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-
Red Wing) was unanimously granted
concurrence and re-passage.

S.F. 359, authored by Kiscaden, was
also granted concurrence and re-passage.
The bill modifies several provisions
relating to the Board of Chiropractic
Examiners.

Tuesday, May 15

Bills sent to governor

In addition to acting on the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill and the handgun
amendment, members also granted
concurrence and repassage to several bills
during the Tues., May 15, floor session.

S.F. 970, a bill authored by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), prohibits
selling gasoline below cost. S.F. 1610, a
bill presented by Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New
Hope), regulates liquidations and invest-
ments of insurers. S.F. 694, authored by
Murphy, provides for the creation of a
propane education and research council.
S.F. 974, a bill sponsored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (IND-Int’l Falls), adds exceptions
to the local public officer’s conflict of
interest law.

Finally, a variety of conference
committees were appointed to work out
differences between House and Senate

bills.

Wednesday, May 16

Bills processed

Members of the Senate gathered
Weds., May 16, for a relatively short,
workman like session to process work at
the front desk and consider several
measures on Special Orders.

One measure was granted concurrence
and repassage. S.F. 1485, authored by Sen.
Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), is the
Minnesota Money Transmitters Act. The
measure provides for the licensing of
money transmitters by the commissioner of
commerce and sets forth exemptions.

Three conference committee reports
were adopted and repassed. H.F. 486,

authored by Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-
Marshall) requires that the disclaimers
accompanying printed political advertise-
ments be a legible size and type style. H.F.
704, carried by Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-
Kerrick), creates an exception from
criminal rehabilitation provisions for
emergency medical service personnel. S.F.
174, authored by Sen. Roger D. Moe
(DFL-Erskine), expands the provision
providing a highway seasonal gross weight
limit increase for the transport of certain
agricultural crops during harvest to carrots.

Several measures were granted final
passage on Special Orders. S.F. 1082,
authored by Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-
New Ulm), adds and deletes lands from
various state parks and recreational areas
throughout the state. Frederickson said
Minnesota’s state parks are a primary draw
for visitors to the state and the measure
enhances the attraction of the parks.

H.F. 1051, sponsored by Sen. Thomas
Neuville (R-Northfield), regulates
certifications of expert reviews in medical
malpractice actions and clarifies a refer-
ence to the medical malpractice statute of
limitations. Neuville offered, and members
adopted, an amendment that addresses the
question of whether or not the statute of
limitation provision enacted several years
ago is retroactive. Under the amendment,
the four year statute is retroactive after
Aug. 1, 1999. Members also adopted an
amendment, offered by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), specifying that
attorneys’ liens be treated the same as
mechanics’ liens in terms of notification
requirements and limitations on how long
the liens apply.

H.F. 1407, carried by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), modifies provisions for
public health collaboration plans,
modifies rural hospital programs eligibil-
ity, transfers enforcement authority related
to the provision of funeral goods and
services and repeals professional boxing
regulation. S.F. 1387, sponsored by Sen.
David Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm), is the
DNR forestry bill and makes numerous
changes to provisions relating to state
forest and forest products. H.F. 1828,
sponsored by Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora),
modifies provisions relating to wetland
classification and replacement and
modifies provisions relating to the
consumptive use of water. H.F. 1367,
carried by Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South
St. Paul), allows owner-occupied residen-
tial housing to be served by an existing
energy loan program.
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Floor action

Friday, May 11

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 1528-Terwilliger: Authorizes the city of Edina to place
restrictions on recreational use of motor vehicles on certain
property. 43-11

S.F. 2361-Berglin: Omnibus health, human services and
corrections appropriations bill. 37-25

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders
H.F. 2498-Pogemiller: Omnibus tax bill. 37-25

Monday, May 14

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 359-Kiscaden: Modifies licensing requirements for the
Board of Chiropractic Examiners, modifies grounds for disciplin-
ary action and penalties and allows specified individuals to
practice chiropractic in this state without being licensed in this
state. 62-0

S.F. 1659-Murphy: Modifies provisions relating to feedlots
and provides for a level 1 feedlot inventory. 65-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1541-Oliver: Regulates currency exchanges, real estate
brokers, property appraiser, residential contractors, notaries public
and collection agencies; modifies continuing education require-
ments and regulates fees, costs and duties. 62-0

S.F. 453-Larson: Provides exemptions from the bleacher
safety provisions for bleachers owned by the Minnesota Amateur
Sports Commission and bleachers erected in the Hubert H.
Humphrey Metrodome for certain events. 47-4

S.F. 264-Johnson, David: Establishes a felony level DWI
offense and requires health plans to cover chemical dependency
treatment for impaired driving offenders in certain instances. 61-1

S.F. 619-Ranum: Omnibus domestic violence bill. 61-0

S.F. 1561-Hottinger: Provides for technical and conforming
changes in Article IX of the Uniform Commercial Code. 59-0

S.F. 451: Pogemiller: Omnibus pension bill. 60-0

S.F. 1098: Oliver: Transfers the administration of the unfair
cigarette sales act to the commissioner of commerce. 64-0

H.F. 2036-Murphy: Permits the appointment of the auditor-
treasurer and recorder in Goohue County. 55-7

S.F. 1438-Scheid: Ratifies labor agreements and proposals.
46-12

S.F. 1330-Stevens: Provides extra unemployment insurance
benefits for certain employees. 60-1

H.F. 783-Ranum: Specifies that peace officers’ use of less
lethal munitions does not constitute deadly force. 61-0

S.F. 1614-Hottinger: Provides for civil actions against the
state under the federal Age Discrimination in Employment Act,
the federal Fair Labor Standards Act, the federal Family and
Medical Leave Act and the federal American With Disabilities
Act. 58-0

S.F. 765-Hottinger: Provides for a prescription drug rebate
program. 42-21

S.F. 577-Anderson: Regulates transit on park roads in St.
Paul. 37-27

Wednesday, May 16

Bills granted concurrence and repassage
S.F. 1485-Kelley, S.P.: Licensing of money transmitters and
prescribing powers of the commerce commissioner. 58-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

H.F. 486-Lesewski: Requires that printed political adver-
tisements disclaimers be legible. 58-0

H.F. 704-Lourey: Creates an exception from criminal
rehabilitation provisions for emergency medical service person-
nel. 61-0

S.F. 174-Moe, R.D.: Allows gross weight seasonal increase
for transporting carrots. 58-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1082-Frederickson: Adds to and deletes from state
parks and state recreation areas and redescribes a state park
boundary and administration. 59-0

H.F. 1051-Neuville: Regulates certifications of expert
reviews in medical malpractice actions and clarifies a reference to
the medical malpractice statute of limitations. 58-0

H.F. 1407-Sams: Modifies provisions for public health
collaboration plans, modifies rural hospital programs eligibility,
transfers certain enforcement authority related to the provision of
funeral goods and services and repeals professional boxing
regulation. 61-0

S.F. 1387-Tomassoni: DNR forestry bill. Modifies provi-
sions of the youth corps program, modifies provisions for decora-
tive forest products and requires a study of the vehicle use on state
and county forest roads. 59-0

H.F. 1828-Stevens: Modifies provisions relating to wetland
classification and replacement and modifies provisions relating to
consumptive use of water. 61-0

H.F. 1367-Metzen: Allows owner-occupied residential
housing to be served by an existing energy loan program. 57-0

Thursday, May 17

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 172-Ranum: Excludes misdemeanor level domestic
abuse, harassment offenses and interference with privacy from the
definition of juvenile petty offense under Juvenile Court Act
delinquency provisions for prosecution purposes. 61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 386-Ranum: Requires the collection and analysis of
data, requires the adoption of policies on racial profiling, and
provides for grants to local law enforcement agencies participat-
ing in the racial profiling study for the installation of video
cameras on police vehicles designed to record traffic stops. 46-18

H.F. 655-Frederickson: Makes technical and substantive
changes to unemployment insurance provisions. 60-0

H.F. 1310-Johnson, Douglas: Gives the state building
official final authority for interpreting the State Building Code
and prescribes its enforcement. 61-0

H.F. 1406-Kiscaden: Provides for maternal death studies.
60-0
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Chapters

Chap. 001, S.F. 28* Hottinger, H.F. 34-Seifert: Requiring the Board of
Teaching upon request to issue teacher licenses to candidates
completing accredited teacher preparation programs under current
licensure rules. Signed by governor: 01/16/01.

Chap. 002, S.F. 460-Cohen, H.F. 421*-McElroy: Authorizing federal
energy assistance program fund expenditure. Signed by governor: 02/
02/01.

Chap. 003, S.F. 201*-Sams, H.F. 213-Mulder: Repealing requirements for
physicians assistants infection control continuing education. Signed by
governor:  02/15/01.

Chap. 004, S.F. 43*-Samuelson, H.F. 181-Wenzel: Reducing the age
requirement for adult foster care license capacity and authorizing the
commissioner of human services to grant variances to allow providers
to admit individuals under the minimum age under certain county
recommendation conditions. Signed by governor: 02/28/01.

Chap. 005, S.F. 376*-Vickerman, H.F. 817-Howes: Increasing the
monetary limits on city local improvement contracts required to be
advertised for bids and on day labor projects, specifying a separate
contract bid limit for cities under a certain size. Signed by governor:
03/02/01.

Chap. 006, S.F. 47-Dille, H.F. 106*-Ness: Authorizing ex officio members
of the Minnesota Agriculture Education Leadership Council to
designate permanent or temporary replacement members representing
the same constituency and extending the expiration date of the
council. Signed by governor: 03/08/01.

Chap. 007, S.F. 231-Betzold, H.F. 656%*-Lipman: Correcting erroneous,
ambiguous and omitted text and obsolete references and eliminating
certain redundant, conflicting and superseded provisions. Signed by
governor:  03/15/01.

Chap. 008, S.F. 79-Johnson, Debbie, H.F. 80*-Hackbarth: Providing for
Coon Lake water level control. Signed by governor: 03/16/01.

Chap. 009, S.F. 155-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 393*-Mahoney: Allowing employ-
ees of Ramsey County and the city of St. Paul equal competition for
vacant county jobs in city-county departments. Signed by governor:
03/16/01.

Chap. 010, S.F. 289*-Sams, H.F. 357-Mullery: Modifying licensing
requirements for alcohol and drug counselors. Signed by governor: 03/
16/01.

Chap. 011, S.F. 433*-Ring, H.F. 487-Vandeveer: Increasing the amount
for which a township may contract for health, social and recreational
services. Signed by governor: 03/21/01.

Chap. 012, S.F. 399-Solon, H.F. 320*-Davids: Providing for property
casualty insurance agents surplus lines incurance procurement
authority. Signed by governor: 03/29/01.

Chap. 013, S.F. 509*-Robling, H.F. 1016-Holberg: Authorizing cities and
counties to make and accept payments with credit cards and
electronic funds transfers. Signed by governor: 04/06/01.

Chap. 014, S.F. 63*-Fischbach, H.F. 368-Stang: Designates trunk highway
55 in Stearns County as Old St. Anne’s Pass. Signed by governor: 04/
06/01.

Chap. 015, S.F. 346*-Betzold, H.F. 243-Dawkins: Modifies the Uniform
Principal and Income Act. Signed by governor: 04/06/01.

Chap. 016, S.F. 756-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 556%*-Stanek: Authorizing federal
law enforcement officers power of arrest in Minnesota. Signed by
governor:  04/09/01.

Chap. 017, S.F. 400%-Kierlin, H.F. 416-Rifenberg: Allowing the town of
Hokah to vacate a town road. Signed by governor: 04/09/01.

Chap. 018, S.F. 991*.Kelly, R.C., H.F. 1046-Clark, ].: Providing for
school notification of student possession of drug paraphernalia Signed
by governor: 04/11/01.

Chap. 019, S.F. 9*-Wiger, H.F. 172-Mares: Authorizing cities to provide
housing assistance for volunteer firefighters or ambulance personnel.
Signed by governor: 04/11/01.

Chap. 020, S.F. 971#-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 64-McElroy: Repealing the law
prohibiting itinerant carnivals. Signed by governor: 04/11/01.

Chap. 021, S.F. 327*-Lesewski, H.F. 394-Seifert: Repealing a provision
about male animals or breachy cattle roaming at large. Signed by
governor:  04/11/01.

Chap. 022, S.F. 972*-Kelly, R.C., H.F. 466-McElroy: Repealing the law
prohibiting endurance contests. Signed by governor: 04/11/01.
Chap. 023, S.F. 570*-Reiter, H.F. 252-Seifert: Repealing obsolete rules.

Signed by governor: 04/11/01.

Chap. 024, S.F. 480*-Johnson, Dean, H.F. 37-McElroy: Repealing

obsolete traffic regulations. Signed by governor: 04/13/01.

Chap. 025, S.F. 27-Robling, H.F. 57*-Molnau: Including crimes against
children as disqualifying offenses for school bus drivers’ licenses.
Signed by governor: 04/13/01.

Chap. 026, S.F. 225*.Johnson, Dean, H.F. 245-Juhnke: Allowing licensed
peace officers to determine necessityof patient restraints. Signed by
governor:  04/13/01.

Chap. 027, S.F. 702*-Scheevel, H.F. 790-Davids: Modifying the require-
ments for the Bluffland trail system. Signed by governor: 04/13/01.

Chap. 028, S.F. 1204*-Hottinger, H.F. 1951-Goodno: Regulating the use
of HIV and bloodborne pathogen tests. Signed by governor: 04/13/01.

Chap. 029, S.F. 883*-Hottinger, H.F. 994-Dorn: Establishing a hospital
waiver or variance request procedure. Signed by governor: 04/13/01.

Chap. 030, S.F. 39-Johnson, Douglas, H.F. 47#-Rukavina: Requiring
maintenance of closed iron mines and extending unemployment
benefits to laid off LTV employees. Signed by governor: 04/11/01.

Chap. 031, S.F. 274*-Higgins, H.F. 116-Mulder: Delaying the sunsent for
the Respiratory Care Practitioner Advisory Council and providing
that athletic trainer registrations are cancelled for nonrenewal after
two years. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 032, S.F. 283*-Kinkel, H.F. 501-Ozment: Preventing the use of
conservation officer enforcement activity comparisons in performance
evaluations. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 033, S.F. 1435*-Price, H.F. 1455-Osskopp: Modifies provisions
relation to the Designer Selection Board. Signed by governor: 04/24/
01.

Chap. 034, S.F. 319%-Moe, R.D., H.F. 453-Skoe: Regulating discharge of
judgements against bankruptcy debtors. Signed by governor: 04/24/
01.

Chap. 035, S.F. 456*-Berglin, H.F. 424-Greiling: Providing access to
respite care in intermediate care facilities for persons with mental
retardation or related conditions (ICF/MR) for recipients of services
under the (MA) community based waiver and requiring county
agency screening. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 036, S.F. 210-Foley, H.F. 275%-Abeler: Prohibiting the projection
of medical assistance (MA) cost savings from closure of nursing
facilities located in certain counties with a low ratio of nursing facility
beds to county residents over a certain age. Signed by governor: 04/
24/01.

Chap. 037, S.F. 104-Larson, H.F. 125%-Nornes: Modifying dentist
licensure requirements for applicants trained in a foreign country.
Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 038, S.F. 771-Kierlin, H.F. 949*-Rifenburg: Allowing for a smaller
newspaper to serve as the qualified newspaper for smaller communi-
ties. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 039, S.F. 142*-Higgins, H.F. 387-Walker: Increasing the member-
ship of the State Council on Black Minnesotans. Signed by governor:
04/24/01.

Chap. 040, S.F. 741*-Orfield, H.F. 828-Mullery: Providing for disaster
volunteer leave for Hennepin County employees serving as volunteers
with emergency disaster services organizations. Signed by governor:
04/24/01.

Chap. 041, S.F. 1780%-Lessard, H.F. 1747-Solberg: Extending the
exemption from laws or rules governing the delivery of local govern-
ment services granted by the Board of Government Innovation and
Cooperation to Itasca County for a chemical dependency treatment
demonstration project. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 042, S.F. 1460*-Marty, H.F. 1634-Mahoney: Applying the duty to
warn law of violent client behavior to social workers and allowing
social workers to form and participate in professional firms. Signed by
governor:  04/24/01.

Chap. 043, S.F. 1709*-Johnson, Dean, H.F. 1404-Kuisle: Exempting
towed implements of husbandry from the tail lamp requirement.
Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 044, S.F. 646-Rest, H.F. 867*-Seagren: Modifying and clarifying
provisions relating to the Suburban Hennepin County Regional Park
District. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 045, S.F. 1915-Rest, H.F. 2119*-Erickson: Modifying charitable
organization report filing requirements. Signed by governor: 04/24/01.

Chap. 046, S.F. 249*.Ring, H.F. 253-Seifert: Repealing obsolete health
and human services rules. Signed by governor: 04/26/01.

Chap. 047, S.F. 70-Marty, H.F. 274*-Dorman: Restricting sales of mercury
thermometer sales. Signed by governor: 04/26/01.

Chap. 048, S.F. 914-Hottinger, H.F. 323*-Haas: Removing the expiration

date of the provision requiring motor vehicle fuel franchisors to offer
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franchisees transfer rights in change in ownership cases. Signed by
governor:  04/26/01.

Chap. 049, S.F. 1127-Sams, H.F. 1160%*-Davids: Reducing the frequency
requirement for physician review of delegated physician assistants drug
and medical device prescription activities. Signed by governor: 04/26/
01.

Chap. 050, S.F. 170-Neuville, H.F. 239*.Lipman: Modifying numerous
real estate provisions. Signed by governor: 04/26/01.

Chap. 051, S.F. 1332-Kiscaden, H.F. 1260*-Dawkins: Neutralizing
terminology in child support and custody provisions. Signed by
governor:  04/26/01.

Chap. 052, S.F. 1419*-Scheid, H.F. 1467-Holberg: Modifying certain
requirements for notices of claims on payment bonds by persons
furnishing labor and materials. Signed by governor: 04/26/01.

Chap. 053, S.F. 1790-Robling, H.F. 1637*-Buesgens: Repealing provisions
requiring hawkers and peddlers to obtain a license. Signed by
governor:  04/30/01.

Chap. 054, S.F. 505-Higgins, H.F. 149*-Pawlenty: Regulating the sale and
labeling of Halaal food, meat or poultry products. Signed by governor:
04/30/01.

Chap. 055, S.F. 857-Samuelson, H.F. 1159*%-Pawlenty: Modifying prior
funding for Gillette Children’s Hospital addition and local bridge
replacement and rehabilitation. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.

Chap. 056, S.F. 1066-Metzen, H.F. 1084#-McElroy: Omnibus banking
and financial institutions bill. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.

Chap. 057, S.F. 339-Murphy, H.F. 285%-Ness: Modifying and consolidat-
ing agricultural liens regulation provisions. Signed by governor: 04/20/
01.

Chap. 058, S.F. 954-Hottinger, H.F. 550*-Eastlund: Creating a trust
status for funds in the higher education Edvest savings program and
extending the time limit for HESO to publish a notice of intent to
adopt or a notice of hearing for rules implementing the program.
Vetoed.

Chap. 059, S.F. 1214-Tomassoni, H.F. 995*-Buesgens: Modifying
provisions relating to horse racing license application procedures and
ncreasing the amount of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs allowed
to be administered to race horses. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.

Chap. 060, S.F. 1598-Schwab, H.F. 1383*-Workman: Repealing motor-
cycle handlebar height restrictions. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.

Chap. 061, S.F. 1604-Wiener, H.F. 525*-McElroy: Modifying conditions
for state or public employee receipt of daily pay for service on
administrative boards and agencies. Signed by governor: 04/30/01.

Chap. 062, S.F. 823-Betzold, H.F. 779%*-McElroy: Modifying motor
vehicle dealer franchise transfer practices. Signed by governor: 04/30/
01.

Chap. 063, S.F. 1678-Rest, H.F. 1219*-Gunther: Eliminating state
involvement in the State Fund Mutual insurance Company created to
insure employers against liability for personal injuries entitling
employees to workers compensation benefits. Signed by governor: 04/
30/01.

Chap. 064, S.F. 1831-Ranum, H.F. 1889*-Lipman: Regulating Uniform
Partnership Act of 1994 transition issues. Signed by governor: 04/30/
01.

Chap. 065, S.F. 876-Lesewski, H.F. 967*-Mulder: Allowing schools to
sponsor potluck events. Signed by governor: 05/01/01.

Chap. 066, S.F. 1187-Kelley, S.P., H.F. 1151*-Mulder: Modifies penalty
provisions for psychologists. Signed by governor: 05/02/01.

Chap. 067, S.F. 1045-Vickerman, H.F. 1188%-Gunther: Regulating the
disposal of ash from fire training exercises. Signed by governor: 05/02/
01.

Chap. 068, S.F. 1979-Foley, H.F. 1192*-Abeler: Requiring the board of
teaching to accept applications for temporary limited teaching licenses
and personnel variances by July 1 before the start of the school year.
Signed by governor: 05/02/01.

Chap. 069, S.F. 1421-Stevens, H.F. 1522%-Bradley: Modifying full-time
nursing home administrator requirements. Signed by governor: 05/02/
01.

Chap. 070, S.F. 1622-Sabo, H.F. 1681*-Dehler: Making housekeeping
changes in provisions relating to state employment and extending a
civil service pilot project. Signed by governor: 05/02/01.

Chap. 071, S.F. 1266-Kinkel, H.F. 865%*-Fuller: Authorizing community
service in lieu of criminal fines under specified circumstances. Signed

by governor: 05/04/01.

Chap. 072, S.F. 983-Sams, H.F. 933*-Gunther: Specifying requirements
for farm implements and outdoor power equipment buyback. Signed
by governor: 05/04/01.

Chap. 073, S.F. 1265-Kinkel, H.F. 953*-Fuller: Expanding the definition
of child abuse under child protection provisions to violations of
similar laws from other states. Signed by governor: 05/04/01.

Chap. 074, S.F. 2097-Vickerman, H.F. 1748%-Harder: Authorizing the
emergency medical services (EMS) regulatory board to grant
temporary variances from staff requirements to rural ambulance
services demonstrating hardship. Signed by governor: 05/04/01.

Chap. 075, S.F. 1506-Larson, H.F. 1247%-Eastlund: Providing for the
administration of Veterans Home Board planned giving donations.
Signed by governor: 05/04/01.

Chap. 076, S.F. 311-Scheid, H.F. 489%-Haas: Prohibiting the state or local
government units from requiring contractors to procure surety bonds
from particular insurance or surety companies, agents or brokers on
competitively bid or negotiated public improvements projects. Signed
by governor: 05/07/01.

Chap. 077, S.F. 1611*-Wiger, H.F. 1872-Marquart: Modifying provisions
relation to vocational rehabilitation facilities and programs. Signed by
governor:  05/10/01.

Chap. 078, S.F. 1999*-Vickerman, H.F. 2396-Skoglund: Repealing
obsolete judicial system references. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 079, S.F. 1932%-Lesewski, H.F. 2070-Gunther: Modifying and
repealing economic security statutory provisions. Signed by governor:
05/10/01.

Chap. 080, S.F. 773*-Orfield, H.F. 782-McGuire: Requiring a electronic
alcohol monitoring study for DWI offenders. Signed by governor: 05/
10/01.

Chap. 081, S.F. 110*-Vickerman, H.F. 390-Winter: Authorizing a specific
nonprofit management corporation for the Prairieland Exposition
Center. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 082, S.F. 1090*-Reiter, H.F. 1409-Jacobson: Adding an alternative
form for minor employee age certification. Signed by governor: 05/10/
01.

Chap. 083, S.F. 1155*-Langseth, H.F. 1085-Workman: Setting maximum
highway width or length limits for recreational equipment and motor
homes. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 084, S.F. 1706*-Wiger, H.F. 1394-Tinglestad: Allowing public
elementary and secondary school students to possess and use asthma
medications. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 085, S.F. 511*-Sams, H.F. 406-Jennings: Modifying provisions
relating to the state agricultural society. Signed by governor: 05/10/
01.

Chap. 086, S.F. 849%-Vickerman, H.F. 1410-Gunther: Authorizing
employees of the Rural Policy and Development Center to participate
in state insurance, retirement and other plans that apply to state
employees. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 087, S.F. 1432*-Wiger, H.F. 1465-Stanek: Providing for periodic
police civil service examinations to applicants meeting certain
threshold requirements and requiring the addition of applicants
passing a later examination to the eligible register in the order of
standing. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 088, S.F. 1206*-Kinkel, H.F. 1687-Clark, K.: Expanding the Indian
Affairs Council membership to include a member from Bemidji.
Signed by governor: 05/01/01.

Chap. 089, S.F. 930*%-Schwab, H.F. 254-Seifert: Repealing obsolete motor
vehicle carrier rules. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 090, S.F. 923*-Pariseau, H.F. 1067-Boudreau: Providing a
temporary social work licensure examination exception for persons
who are refugees or immigrants. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 091, S.F. 2006*-Schwab, H.F. 1830-Workman: Making certain
motor vehicle accident data available to certain private agencies or
the public. Signed by governor: 05/10/01.

Chap. 092, S.F. 1008*-Betzold, H.F. 1021-Buesgens: Authorizing racing
commission licensees operating card clubs to detain persons suspected
of cheating. Signed by governor: 05/14/01.

Chap. 093, S.F. 1441*-Hottinger, H.F. 2110-Howes: Providing a limited
exemption to local government gift policy to attendees at a national
or international conference or event. Signed by governor: 05/14/01.

Chap. 094, S.F. 1404*-Hottinger, H.F. 1657-Haas: Permitting certain
retired state employees to purchase group long-term care insurance
through the same plan offered to active state employees Signed by
governor:  05/14/01.

27



Chap. 095, S.F. 1835%-Kelley, S.P., H.F. 1920-Rhodes: Authorizing
employees to receive employment termination information within 15
days. Signed by governor: 05/14/01.

Chap. 096, S.F. 986*-Vickerman, H.F. 1069-Osskopp: Modifying lawful
gambling regulation provisions. Signed by governor: 05/14/01.
Chap. 097, S.F. 2225*-Pappas, H.F. 2181-Workman: Acthorizing school
bus operation by licensed child care provisions. Signed by governor:

05/15/01.

Chap. 098, S.F. 1056%*-Sabo, H.F. 1172-Workman: Requiring school
districts, nonpublic schools or private contractors to annually verify
the validity of drivers licenses of school bus drivers with the national
drivers register or the Dept. of Public Safety. Signed by governor: 05/
15/01.

Chap. 099, S.F. 1164*-Frederickson, H.F. 1481-Cassell: Modifying the
definition of landowner for participation in the Reinvest in Minnesota
program purposes. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 100, S.F. 1064*-Rest, H.F. 724-Rhodes: Specifying procedures for
state professional service contracts. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 101, S.F. 2049%-Sabo, H.F. 1764-Gleason: Ensuring the historical

preservation of the Coldwater Springs Camp area. Signed by governor:

05/15/01.

Chap. 102, S.F. 1258+*.Frederickson, H.F. 1392-Gunther: Expanding the
Minnesota investment fund loan or grant authority. Signed by
governor:  05/15/01.

Chap. 103, S.F. 1772*-Samuelson, H.F. 1549-Wenzel: Restricting
advertising on the C. Elmer Anderson Memorial Highway. Signed by
governor:  05/15/01.

Chap. 104, S.F. 520%-Wiger, H.F. 481-Greiling: Designating August 7 as
combat wounded veterans day. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 105, S.F. 510*-Pappas, H.F. 1290-Howes: Authorizing for the
Hubbard and Cass County Boards appointment of the county auditor,
treasurer, recorder or auditor-treasurer. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 106, S.F. 780%-Betzold, H.F. 1537-Lipman: Making housekeeping
and technical changes in state agency rulemaking provisions. Signed
by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 107, S.F. 824*-Kelly, H.F. 935-Goodno: Clarifying the liability
immunity in the good samaritan emergency care law. Signed by
governor:  05/15/01.

Chap. 108, S.F. 333*.Kelley, H.F. 1145-Boudreau: Authorizing veterinary
medicine cease and desist orders. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 109, S.F. 859*-Hottinger, H.F. 661-Steng: Establishing the
Accountancy Act of 2001, authorizing rulemaking and imposing
penalties. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 110, S.F. 1001-Sams, H.F. 926*-Goodno: Modifying the standards
for the Minnesota uniform health care identification card. Signed by
governor:  05/15/01.

Chap. 111, S.F. 1774-Samuelson, H.F. 1248*-Eastlund: Modifying
veterans homes resident deposit accounts requirements. Signed by
governor:  05/15/01.

Chap. 112, S.F. 1599-Chaudhary, H.F. 1596*-Workman: Expanding the
definition of small vehicle passenger service to include for hire
transportation of persons certified by the Metropolitan Council to use
special transportation service in certain wheelchair accessible vehicles.
Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 113, S.F. 2005*-Foley, H.F. 2161-Stanek: Designating the State
Trooper Theodore Ted Foss Memorial Highway on 1-90 in Winona
County. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 114, S.F. 1528+-Terwilliger, H.F. 1526-Erhardt: Authorizing Edina
to restrict the operation of recreational motor vehicles under certain
circumstances. Vetoed.

Chap. 115, S.F. 1269*%-Samuelson, H.F. 1778-Walz: Providing for the
placement of a Bataan Death March commemorative plaque in the
Capitol. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 116, S.F. 1613*-Knutson, H.F. 1827-Swenson: Clarifying the
authority of the Pollution Control Agency to expedidte the permit
process. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 117, S.F. 1826%*-Oliver, H.F. 1955-Davids: Providing for insurance
producers licensing and regulation. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 118, S.F. 2361*-Berglin, H.F. 1832-Goodno: Omnibus health,
human services and corrections appropriations. Vetoed.

Chap. 119, S.F. 910*-Robertson, H.F. 887-Leppik: Modifying the
definition of residential roadway for traffic regulations purposes.
Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Chap. 120, S.F. 560*-Sams, H.F. 1081-Jacobson: Modifying health care
review organizations provisions. Signed by governor: 05/15/01.

Editor’s Note:

The constitutional deadline for the regular session is midnight,
Mon., May 21. Conferences committees will be meeting over the
course of the weekend and on Monday. To stay abreast of the
continually updated schedules for conference committees, please
contact the Senate Information Office at (651) 296-0504. }lzhe
office can also be contacted toll-free at 1-888-234-1112.

The next issue of Senate Briefly will be the last issue for this session
and will include all information from the end of the session
Monday. It will also contain a subscription renewal form for next
year.
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Senate Highlights

Session winds down

In the final two hours of the 2001
Legislative Session, Senators took action
on several proposals before the mandatory
midnight adjournment. A bill extending a
deadline for St. Louis County to repay a
state grant was carried by Sen. David
Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm). The bill, S.F.
793, sets Oct. 6, 2001, as the deadline for
St. Louis County to repay a grant issued in
1989 for studying solid waste processing.
The bill passed 58-1.

After receiving notice that the other
body rejected the conference committee
on S.F. 1495, the omnibus agriculture bill,
members of the Senate laid the bill on the
table.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) explained the conference commit-
tee report on S.F. 2208, the annual public
finance bill. He said the report is essen-
tially the Senate version of the bill with a
few missing provisions. A provision added
by the Senate, permitting the city of St.
Paul to issue $50 million in bonds over 10
years to finance computer software, was
removed in conference committee. The
bill passed 60-2.

A bill regarding state procurement was
carried by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville). The bill, S.F. 1507, clarifies

organizational conflict of interest and
cleans up the solicitation bid process for
the Dept. of Administration. The measure
was amended by the other body to include
a provision ratifying a labor agreement for
the state’s engineers. Knutson said the
ratification provision had been part of a
bill carried by Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park). Scheid said she was
disappointed because her bill, S.F. 1438,
ratified a series of labor agreements.
However, she said, the bill was being held
up by the other body because the provi-
sions had been placed in a House omnibus
bill. “As of tomorrow, agency heads, the
MnSCU chancellor and others are going to
get an 11 percent pay cut,” unless their
contracts are ratified by the Legislature
before adjournment, she said. She said
failing to ratify the labor agreements will
amount to the Legislature going back on
its commitment to Minnesota’s commis-
sioners, deputy and assistant commission-
ers, the MnSCU chancellor and campus
presidents and other officials of state
government.

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) expressed confusion over why the
state would take care of some of its
employees and ignore others. Scheid said
the Legislature has never failed to ratify
the labor agreements, but that the Senate

Senate Briefly is a publication of the
Minnesota Senate Publications Office.
During the 2001 Legislative Session,
each issue reports daily Senate activities
between Thursdays of each week, lists
upcoming committee meeting schedules
and provides other information. The
publication is a service of the Minnesota
Senate. No fee. It can be made available
in alternative formats.

To subscribe, contact:
Senate Publications Office
G-22 Capitol

75 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
(651) 296-0504
1-888-234-1112

(TTY) 1-888-234-1216

Editor:
Karen L. Clark

Assistant Editor:
Joshua A. Dorothy

Photography:
David J. Oakes
Shelley Hawes

Writers:

AnneE. Auger
Karen L. Clark
Joshua A. Dorothy
Sarah Ruth Lorenz
Terri Mozzone

Greg Scanlan

Mary Kate Stimmler

Senate Briefly is published weekly
during the Legislative session by the
Minnesota Senate Publications Office,
G-22 Capitol, 75 Constitution Ave., St.
Paul, MN 55155-1606. Periodical
postage paid at St. Paul, MN. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to
Senate Briefly, Senate Publications
Office, G-22 Capitol, 75 Constitution
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155-1606.

needed to concur with the amendment in
order to avoid putting 800 state engineers
in jeopardy of pay cuts also. Moe said he
was concerned that the author of the
amendment tacking the ratification
provision onto Knutson’s bill was the other
body’s chief negotiator on the omnibus
state government budget bill, where
Scheid’s provisions are being held up. He
said it was inappropriate that a provision
that should have been negotiated sepa-
rately, the labor agreement ratification
bill, was being added into an omnibus bill
and then a subset of the original group was
being splintered off and added onto a
different measure on the last day of session.

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
urged the Senate not to concur with the
amendment. He said the issue is not
whether the labor agreements will be
ratified but rather the procedure by which
the Legislature will do so. Sen. Dave
Johnson (DFL-Bloomington) said the
Legislature has rejected labor agreements
before and the agreements get dealt with in
time. The House amendments were
rejected and the bill was sent to confer-
ence committee for negotiation.

Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester)
said that members were all dispirited on
the last night of the regular session. She
said they all feel a tremendous amount of
uncertainty over the targets for the entire
state budget and that most members lack a
feeling of accomplishment. Kiscaden
urged Senate leaders to do what’s right for
all Minnesotans. What will be the quality
of life of Minnesotans after the session’s
work is completed, she asked. She urged
members to rest, reflect on their duties as
Legislators and prepare to return to create a
legacy for the session.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 1541, presented by Sen. Julie Sabo
(DFL-Mpls.), was adopted. Sabo said the
conference committee accepted the other
body’s language on the bill, which
provides for a study of rental application
fees. The bill passed 56-0.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
presented the conference committee report
on H.F. 1515, the omnibus family and
early childhood education appropriations
bill. She said the original Senate version of
the bill included $41 million in funding
over base budgets, $20 million more than
the governor and the other body had
recommended. In the end, Lourey said, the
conferees received a zero general fund
target for increases. “We couldn’t do all




the things we’d dreamed of doing,” she
said. However, a children’s trust fund is
being created, she said, and after school
enrichment grants are being funded. The
enrichment grants were one of the
governor’s goals, she said, and will be
funded from an increase in the community
education levy. Another of the governor’s
goals, consolidation, could not be accom-
plished, Lourey said. Consolidation would
have been possible, she said, but the
conference committee did not have the
funds in the outlying years to maintain it.
Money from TANF that could have been
used for consolidation efforts was directed
into the basic sliding fee, she said. Lourey
said federal money will be used to main-
tain the child care development fund.
School readiness programs and Head Start
were not appropriated additional money,
she said, but they were held harmless.
Lourey said, “the committee bit the bullet
and put together the best bill for little kids
it could with the funding level it was
granted.”

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
said the conferees deserve congratulations
for their effort. However, she said, she was
disappointed with the missed opportunity.
The Legislature had the ability to help
children in their early, formative years, she
said. A total of $9 million is being given
to children from federal funds, she said,
but wealthy homeowners and businesses
might get a $900 million tax cut. “What
does that say about us as a state,” she asked.
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township)
said the state will lose out on $800 million
in federal matching funds because the bill
does not include full funding for lead
abatement programs. Kelley said the
Senate is presented with an unfortunate
litany of all the things that were possible
that aren’t going to be done. He noted
telecommunications aid for libraries is

being funded at base levels in FY 02-03,

but is not on the spreadsheets for FY 04-05.

Kelley asked if residents in remote
communities will have to assume the
telecommunications costs in FY 04 and
beyond. Lourey said that those residents
will have to find ways to fund the costs on
theirown.

The bill passed 47-18.

The conference committee report on
S.F. 1507, the state procurement bill, was
adopted. Knutson said the bill included
some additional provisions from Scheid’s
bill, thus ratifying other labor agreements.

The bill passed 62-0.

In the closing moments of the session,
both the Majority Leader and Minority
Leader commented on the session and the
work that is yet to be done. Minority
Leader Dick Day (R-Owatonna) said the
Senate finds itself in the same place it
always does, with very few people making
the decisions. He suggested Senators forego
their per diem for a special session and get
the remaining business ironed out quickly.

Moe said he agreed that everyone
should be involved in the process.
Conferees will be at the table tomorrow,
he said, so that the public has the opportu-
nity to understand why the Senate is
fighting so hard for the necessary invest-
ments in education. Moe said Minnesota
parents feel strongly about having the best
public schools and having good, afford-
able opportunities for higher education
too. “We think this a fight worth fighting
and if it needs to go into overtime, so be
it,” he said. When the Senate started the
session, Moe said, it said it would lay out a
balanced budget and it did. We've been
fighting a tough game since the start, he
said. Moe pointed to the early childhood
funding bill and called it the down
payment on things to come. When the bill
left the Senate, he said, it emphasized a
host of things. Upon its return from
conference committee, there is no stream-
lining, no reform, no across the board
increase in services, he said. There is only a
$9 million increase in TANF and $5
million property tax increase that the other
body demanded, Moe said. “This is a down
payment of what the Republicans across
the streetand the Ventura Administration
want,” he said. We're going to make sure
that people can achieve their dreams, he
said. We want a balanced tax program that
doesn’t shift the burden onto homeowners,
renters and farmers, he said. We want a
well trained workforce, he said. “That’s
what we're in it for,” Moe said. In viola-
tion of Senate rules, several members rose
to their feet and applauded Moe.

The President of the Senate adjourned
the body until Tues., Jan. 29, 2002.

Senate adjourns

President of the Senate Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) brought down
the gavel at midnight Mon., May 21, to
end the first portion of the 82nd Legisla-
tive Session. However, because negotia-
tions had broken down between the
Senate, the House of Representatives and
the administration, major spending bills

and the tax bill were left unfinished.
Senators began holding working group
meetings the following day, Tues., May 22,
to hammer out compromises on the details
of the major appropriations bills and the
tax bill.

This final issue of Senate Briefly
contains coverage of the final days of the
session and the first two days of working
group meetings. Subsequent Senate
activities, including the special session,
will be covered in the Senate’s Perspec-
tives magazine. Everyone who receives
Senate Briefly will also receive the
upcoming issue of Perspectives. In order,
though, to be on the mailing list for Senate
Briefly next year, it is necessary to return
the subscription renewal form on the back
page of this issue of Senate Briefly.
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Finance

Stadium bill advances

A Thurs., May 17, meeting of the
Finance Committee found members
considering, debating, and amending
numerous aspects of S.F. 1857, a bill
proposing a plan for a new Twins stadium.
Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar)
presented the latest version of the bill, as
amended by the Tax Committee. Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower), chair of
the committee, presided.

Dean Johnson said under the bill’s
proposal, $250 million of the total $300
million cost is guaranteed by the Twins.
He highlighted major changes in the
proposal. First, the stadium’s tax-free zone
is removed, with a 7 percent sales tax to be
collected and earmarked for operations
and maintenance of the ballpark. Second,
the $100 million dollar loan to the Twins

now has a 3 percent interest rate, instead of
being interest-free. The loan comes from a
surplus in the worker’s compensation
assigned-risk fund, and the bill now
specifies that a pending court case over use
of the fund has to be settled before the
loan can be made. Other changes to the
bill include tighter language on the Twins’
30-year lease requirement and the granting
of stadium naming rights to the local
government.

Aspects of the bill that remain in the
original form were summarized by Dean
Johnson. There is a process defined for
selecting the site, a requirement that Major
League Baseball pass a revenue sharing
agreement, and a requirement that
proceeds of seats, concessions and parking
go to the Twins.

Douglas Johnson asked Dean Johnson
to clarify the funding in the bill as it
compares to the plan being carried in the

other body. Dean Johnson said the House
bill uses $140 million in revenue bonds.
The same amount is provided in his bill by
the $100 million loan from the assigned
risk pool and $40 million in Metropolitan
Council bonds repaid with RiverCenter
loan repayments. Jerry Bell, president of
the Twins, said the Senate version is
preferable because its more competitive
financially for the team and more palat-
able for voters because it uses less general
fund money.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
offered an amendment changing the site
selection process. The bill specifies that
local units of government may work
together or with other entities or non-
profits to submit a bid as a possible site for
the stadium. Kelly said there needs to be a
more level playing field in the bidding
because if Hennepin County and the city
of Minneapolis are allowed to work

Assisted by Sen. Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater), left, and Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls), far right, Sen. Bob Lessard
(IND-Int’l. Falls) blows out the candles on a birthday cake in celebration of his 70th birthday Fri., May 18.
Photo by David J. Oakes




together, it will be hard for any other local
governments to compete. He said the city
of St. Paul has not been treated fairly in
the past and is hampered by the process
laid out in the bill. He added that the site
selection panel is appointed by a governor
who has disparaged St. Paul. His amend-
ment specifies that only a city may submit
a bid and that cities may only do so
individually.

Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.) said
all of the potential bidders, including the
city of Minneapolis, will need to work
with other entities to put a package
together. Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior
Lake) said the amendment is also bad for
suburban cities and counties because it
keeps them from competing in the process.
The amendment was adopted by a vote of
19-12.

Dean Johnson successfully offered an
amendment deleting the bill’s reference to
the eventual disposition of the
Metrodome. He said he does not want to
interfere with discussions, negotiations and
other legislation regarding the stadium and
the existing lease contract with the
Vikings. Sen. David Johnson (DFL-
Bloomington) said the current situation
with the Vikings demonstrates the need for
stronger language in the bill to ensure that
the Twins do not break the lease. He said
perhaps there needs to be a clause allowing
for collection of damages by the state or
local government if the Twins attempt to
get out of the lease. Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) agreed that the agreement
needs to make it financially unfeasible for
the team to leave.

Bell said the team is not interested in
leaving and welcomes requirements that
the owner pay all outstanding debt. Cohen
said the challenge with the Vikings is that
they were sold to an out-of-state owner.
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
offered an amendment requiring that, if
the team is sold, preference be given to an
owner in the state or to community-based
ownership. Her amendment was adopted.

Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
addressed language in the bill allowing
free public use of the stadium. She said a
similar provision for the Target Center has
never come to fruition because, although
groups do not have to pay rent to use it,
they do have to pay operations and
maintenance costs. She said the 7 percent
tax could be designated as a source for
covering operations cost when high school
or college teams are using the stadium.

Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls) said
public use of the facility works with the
Xcel Energy Center because it is coordi-
nated through the Minnesota Amateur
Sports Commission (MASC). He offered
an amendment to make the bill’s language
similar to that adopted for the Xcel Energy
Center. Kiscaden said the bill should be
broader so that the public use does not
have to be coordinated through the
MASC. The Larson amendment was
adopted.

Sen. Charles Wiger (DFL-North St.
Paul) offered an amendment requiring that
ticket prices remain at $5 or less for at least
10,500 seats in the stadium. Dean Johnson
successfully amended the amendment to
clarify that it only applies to regular season
games and to lower the total number of
seats to 7,000. Bell said he is concerned
about using a hard-and-fast limit on ticket
prices, since the team often offers packages
that include parking and concessions,
making it hard to pinpoint what the ticket
price is. Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo)
said the amendment is too restrictive on
the Twins as a business. The amendment
was not adopted.

Douglas Johnson asked why the
projected spending for the stadium does
not cover the cost of a roof, given that the
Twins play as early as April and possibly as
late as October. Bell said that, despite the
obvious advantages of having a roof,
especially a retractable one, the team can
not justify spending the additional $100
million. He said the stadium in Colorado
has heating coils under the field and in the
seating.

The bill was approved by a vote of 22
to 12 and sent to the floor.

CONFERENCE
COMMITTEES

Family & early childhood ed
Members okay bill

Final negotiations on the early
childhood education omnibus bill were
held during the early childhood education
conference committee Mon., May 21. A
$6 million increase in funding was
supported by the House while the Senate
sought a $43 million increase that funded
a key initiative, the consolidation plan.

Several hours of appropriation
discussions, focusing on supplanting
dollars from the basic sliding fee child care

program to various Senate and House key
initiatives were brought to a halt when
House and Senate leadership unexpect-
edly arrived with a message from the
governor. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato) and Rep. Tim Pawlenty (R-
Eagan) told committee members that the
governor indicated he would not sign a
bill that included supplanted money.
Members were then left with $9 million
for TANF that goes into the basic sliding
fee program. Additionally, the committee
agreed to a $5 million per year community
education levy. The final version of the
early childhood education omnibus bill
was funded at the governor’s recom-
mended level of $553.5 million.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) said
she was disappointed with the outcome
and said, “We are at a time of great surplus
and we are not even responding to the
needs out there.”

Health, human services and
corrections

Language compared

The conference committee on the
omnibus health, human services and
corrections appropriations bill, co-chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) and
Rep. Kevin Goodno (R-Moorhead), met
Thurs., May 17, to continue discussing and
adopting similar Senate and House
provisions.

The miscellaneous portion of the
omnibus bill, S.F. 1397, contains a
provision prohibiting the commissioner of
public safety from including any statistics
on committing suicide or attempting to
commit suicide in the compilation of
crime statistics published by the depart-
ment. Members from both bodies agreed to
adopt the Senate language. Other miscella-
neous provisions adopted by members
include language expanding the scope of
the compulsive gambling prevalence
study, the term-expansion of the day
training and habilitation rate structure task
force and the establishment of a work
group to study and develop recommenda-
tions regarding the efficient use of re-
sources for providing services to deaf/blind
individuals.

Long-term care workforce issues were
considered. Several related provisions
were adopted to require worker training
program grants to match local require-
ments in the program consistent with other
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Job Skills Partnership Board (JSPB)
programs. Language limits grants to
$400,000 and expands the worker training
program beyond TANF funding.

House-only provisions adopted by the
committee include language specifying
additional ground for termination of
parental rights. The provision requires that
a county attorney must file a termination
of parental rights petition within 30 days
of a county agency’s determination that a
parent has lost parental rights to another
child through an order involuntarily
terminating parental rights or if a parent is
subject to an order transferring custody of
the child to a relative. Members also
adopted most of the vital statistics portion
of the bill, drawn from S.F. 1345 and H.F.
1947, bills containing a preponderance of
identical language.

The child welfare and foster care
portions of the bill were discussed.
Members adopted a provision amending
the investigatory duties under the Child
Abuse Reporting Act to make it clear that
the local welfare agency has access to
medical data and records for purposes of
performing an investigation. Other
provisions were adopted to specify
procedures for investigations of abuse or
neglect in a facility.

A House-only provision was adopted
to direct the commissioner of economic
security to require all general employment
and training programs receiving state funds
to provide information about opportuni-
ties for women in nontraditional careers in
the trades and technical occupations.

Numerous provisions were adopted in
the continuing care portion of the bill.
The bill includes a provision to revise the
semi-independent living services alloca-
tion formula, which was adopted. Other
provisions were adopted to include the
authorization of grants for the develop-
ment, implementation and evaluation of
case management services for persons
infected with HIV and modifications were
made to the consumer support grant
program for persons with functional
limitations. Under additional adopted
provisions, consumer support grants are
limited to 200 persons and Medical
Assistance (MA) is authorized to provide
private duty nursing services for an eligible
recipient’s spouse, the parent of a recipient
under age 18, or a legal guardian. MA
coverage for mental health targeted case
management for persons in nursing homes,
intermediate care facilities and hospitals is
expanded under another adopted provi-
sion in the bill.

Jobs, housing and
community development

Equal pay study considered

The conference committee on S.F.
2486, the omnibus housing and economic
development bill, met Thurs., May 17, and
discussed programs funded by the Senate
but not by the House .

The House bill does not establish an
equal pay commission, which the Senate
measure creates to compile information on
the income differences between men and
women, minorities and nonminorities.
Beth Hargarten from the Department of
Labor and Industry said the commission’s
work would be superfluous because an
extraordinary number of studies have
already been done on the issue. “There is
no need to reinvent the wheel,” she said.
“To start from scratch would not be a
productive use of the commission mem-
bers’ time.”

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
reminded the members that the Senate bill
does not require new research, but calls for
a group of experts to assemble studies and
reports that have already been done and to
make recommendations to the Legislature.
Rep. Chris Gerlach (R-Apple Valley)
recommended that the study be done by
the already established Legislative
Commission on the Economic Status of
Women. Anderson said the issue is about
more than a gender difference. She said
pay inequities exist between minority and
nonminority workers as well as between
men and women. She also said that the
House has passed a bill that eliminates the
Legislative Commission on the Economic
Status of Women.

The Senate bill also includes funding
for Minnesota Project Innovation, which
the House does not fund. The Senate
appropriates $1.7 million to the organiza-
tion, which was founded to develop
science and technology businesses in the
state. Randy Olson, executive director,
said Project Innovation administers a seed
capital investment fund that puts money
into Minnesotastartup businesses. Ander-
son said that no other program offers a
greater bang for the buck. The project, she
said, leverages $4 in federal and private
money for every $1 in state investment.

Project Turnabout, a chemical
dependancy treatment center in Granite
Falls, receives $375,000 under the Senate
bill that is not included in the House

measure. Last fall a tornado tore up the
center’s facilities, including a recently
constructed building, said Phil Kelly,
executive director. He said that in the rush
to finish the economic development bill,
the needs of the Granite Falls community,
which has suffered three natural disasters in
five years, should not be forgotten. Rep.
Bob Gunther (R-Fairmont) asked if
Project Turnabout had been covered by
insurance. Kelly said the insurance
company did not cover the complete cost
of reconstruction.

State government operations

Progress eludes members

The conference committee on the
omnibus state government appropriations
bill, S.F. 2360, met in the morning and
afternoon Mon., May 21, but were unable
to begin adopting provisions into a
conference committee report. Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) chaired the meeting.
Several Senators said the committee
should adopt aspects of the bills that are in
agreement, but House members said that,
without an overall spending target for the
bill, they were uncomfortable adopting
any provisions that affected funding.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
made a motion to adopt all of the funding
provisions that had been common to the
most recent compromise offers made by
both sides. The motion was defeated.

Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St.
Paul) moved to adopt, one at a time,
funding provisions that were the same in
both bills for various aspects of the
Department of Military Affairs. On four
separate votes, House members passed or
voted in opposition to block the adoption.
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) moved
the adoption of the matching funding
provisions for the Gambling Control
Board.

Rep. Phil Krinkie (R-Shoreview)
offered an amendment removing a Senate
provision allowing one-year pro-rated fees
for premises permits. The Krinkie amend-
ment was not adopted, nor was the
Vickerman motion.

Cohen made a motion to adopt
funding in two non-general fund contin-
gent accounts. He said the funding is not
affected by targets and is the same in both
body’s bills. Krinkie offered an amend-
ment to add Senate language relating to
the electronic publishing of state em-




Conferees from the Senate and the House of Representatives met during the final week of the regular session in an effort to work
out a compromise on a higher education budget bill.

ployee pay and benefits. The Krinkie
amendment failed. Some House members
chose not to vote on the Cohen motion
and it, too, failed.

Another motion by Cohen proposed
the acceptance of base-level funding for
the Minnesota State Arts Board. Cohen
said his motion excludes the increase
originally proposed by the Senate. Krinkie
offered to amend the Cohen motion to add
House language limiting grant amounts.
Cohen said the House language is detri-
mental to small arts groups, especially in
Greater Minnesota. Krinkie asked why
some large organizations, such as the
Minnesota Orchestra, get a lot more in
grants than others.

A representative of the board said
state funding for large arts organizations
represents less than five percent of their
total budgets. Krinkie asked how long the
state should be expected to fund organiza-
tions that are capable of supporting
themselves. Redman said state funding is

still well below the level originally
recommended by the bi-partisan group
that first established the board. Cohen said
he hopes that, like many other states and
countries around the world, Minnesota
will always fund the arts. The Krinkie
amendment failed. On the Cohen motion,
some Representatives passed. The motion
did not prevail.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville)
offered a proposal to accept language-only
provisions that appeared in both body’s
offers. The provisions relate to a number of
modifications to campaign and election
procedure. Rep. Sondra Erickson (R-
Princeton) asked counsel to describe, as
Marty had done at a previous meeting, the
numerous provisions included in the
motion.

After a lengthy discussion and review
of the provision, the motion was defeated
as some members from the House passed on
the vote.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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Profiling compromise questioned

Members engaged in extensive debate
of the racial profiling bill as it was taken
up under Special Orders Thurs., May 17.
S.F. 386, authored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), had been advanced to the
floor by the full Finance Committee a
week earlier after considerable re-negotia-
tion of some provisions by an ad hoc group
of concerned parties.

The bill, as presented on the floor,
requires participation in data collection
for any law enforcement unit that receives
funding for video cameras in patrol cars.
The bill includes funding for a public
awareness campaign and for officer
training on racial profiling. A hotline for
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people to register complaints related to
traffic stops is established under the bill,
and all officers statewide are required to
give out a card listing the number when-
ever they make a stop. The bill also
requires all law enforcement agencies to
establish policies and oversight for
addressing racial profiling. Finally, the bill
commissions a study using the data
collected and establishes an advisory
committee.

In introducing the bill, Ranum said
the process by which the compromise
version had been drafted was historic. She
said that representatives of law enforce-
ment and communities of color came
together for discussions facilitated by
herself, Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
and others. Considering the amount of
“stress, disgust, and anger” expressed in
committee hearings on the bill, she said, “It
was not easy for the two sides to sit down
and face each other and really hear each
other.” She also said the process, besides
producing the compromise bill, laid
groundwork for a more positive and
trusting relationship between people of
color and law enforcement officers.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) and Sen. Dick Day (R-Owatonna)
questioned the process, saying that
members of the Crime Prevention Com-
mittee and key representatives of law
enforcement were not involved in the
negotiations Ranum described. Ranum
listed the Senate committees that heard the
bill and recapped some of the various
changes the bill had gone through from its
original form as a task force recommenda-
tion. She added that the ad hoc group with
the communities of color included law
enforcement participation representing
rank and file officers, county sheriffs and
chiefs of police. Sen. Satveer Chaudhary
(DFL-Fridley) said he was involved with
the group as well and encouraged Senators
not to unravel the delicate balance
achieved by the parties in the negotiations.

Day said scrutiny related to racial
profiling diminishes public safety by
influencing officers to make fewer stops.
Ranum said the bill is not aimed at
reducing all traffic stops, just those that are
racially motivated like the ones described
in testimony at committee hearings. Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) said that
Day states his positions on transportation
issues, including ramp meters and HOV
lanes, are based on people’s “freedom to
drive.” She said racial profiling impedes

certain people from driving freely around
the state based only on the color of their
skin.

An amendment was offered by Day to
exempt the State Highway Patrol from the
data collection requirement. He said
patrol staffing, especially in rural areas, is
stretched too thin already without the
estimated 23,000 man-hours needed to
administer data collection. He also said
testimony was given in committee by the
commissioner of public safety that the
State Highway Patrol has never received a
profiling complaint. Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-
Coon Rapids) said that he was involved in
the investigation of a complaint while he
was a district commander with the patrol.
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.) said the
patrol should show leadership on the issue,
adding that if units are not profiling
people based on race, they should wel-
come data collection to demonstrate it.
The amendment was defeated by a vote of
24-39.

Kelly offered an amendment address-
ing a provision in the bill intended to help
attract more ethnic minorities and women
to law enforcement work. The bill allows
three years of military police experience to
fulfill existing education requirements for
police training. The Kelly amendment
changes the level of experience to five
years. He said he supports the police
science course of study required in
Minnesota, but said two to four years of
school can be financially prohibitive,
especially for some minority populations.
The amendment was adopted 46-18.

Limmer offered an amendment
moving the authority for investigating
profiling claims from the attorney general
to the commissioner of human rights. He
said the department is skilled for the kind
of investigations involved. Sen. Thomas
Neuville (R-Northfield) said there is a
potential for conflict of interest in the
Attorney General’s Office because if a
charge is eventually filed, the attorney
general may be representing the unit
involved. Ranum said representatives of
communities of color said the investiga-
tion responsibility is a good fit with other
consumer protection duties of the attorney
general. Chaudhary said the attorney
general, as an elected official, is more
accountable to the people. Limmer said
attorney generals come and go as a result of
being elected and added that staff at the
department might be more stable. The
amendment was not adopted.

Another amendment was offered by
Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington). The
Pariseau amendment removes the require-
ment that officers distribute a card on each
traffic stop explaining the complaint
process and listing the hotline number. She
said law enforcement officers are con-
cerned the card is an “invitation to file
complaints whether the complaint has
merit or not.” She said there are already
enough ways for people to file a com-
plaint. Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
said an average person drives in a lot of
jurisdictions and its unreasonable to
expect people to know what the process is
everywhere. Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.)
said that promoting an independent
avenue for complaints is important
because, if the affected people don’t trust
law enforcement, they don’t trust that
filing a complaint with the unit will be
effective. Neuville said he had originally
offered the card idea but did not support it
as part of the revised program in the bill.
He said the unintended consequence will
be that fewer tickets will be written. The
amendment was not adopted.

Neuville offered an amendment
increasing the state’s court-ordered
criminal surcharge from $25 to $29. He
said generating the additional revenue
from the surcharge is a better way to fund
the bill. Ranum said the funding mecha-
nism in the bill is fine and will have to be
negotiated in conference committee
anyway. The Neuville amendment was
adopted.

Ranum successfully offered a techni-
cal amendment and the bill was voted on
for final passage. By a vote of 46-18, the
bill passed.

In other business, Ranum gained
repassage for another of her bills, S.F. 172.
She recommended that the Senate concur
with House amendments on the bill, which
limits the number of offenses that are petty
juvenile offenses. The House amendment,
Ranum said, allows for longer periods of
probation when alcohol is involved in
juvenile offenses. The bill was unani-
mously granted repassage.

Construction fees changed
Members also granted final passage to
several other bills on Special Orders. Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower) presented a
bill that gives the state building official
authority over interpreting and enforcing
the state building code. The bill, S.F.
1205, also specifies that construction plan




review fees and other construction fees
assessed by municipalities must be com-
mensurate with actual costs of providing
services to developers. Under the measure
municipalities are required to submit to
the state building office a report on the
fees imposed on developers.

Johnson said the bill makes certain
that fees are reasonable and reduces the
cost of building housing. “If we are serious
about affordable housing,” he said, “this is
the kind of thing we can do, and it won’t
cost the state a thing to do it.”

Three amendments to the bill were
adopted. The first, presented by Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope), adds provisions,
which had been included in a separate
bill, that focus on creating zoning ordi-
nances that create an adequate supply of
affordable housing. The provisions are
recommended by the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency, she said. The amendment
defines affordable housing as housing that
is affordable to persons and families whose
income does not exceed 80 percent of the

Sen. Tony Kinkel (DFL-Park Rapids) ponders a map illustrang a proposdre—drawin of Senate districts as debate on a

greater state income. The amendment also
specifies that a zoning ordinance may be
changed with a majority of votes by a city
council, unless the adoption of a zoning
ordinance changes all or part of existing
classification of a zoning district, in which
case a two-thirds approval is needed.
Currently, a two-thirds vote is needed for
all zoning changes.

Rest’s amendment also establishes a
construction codes technical advisory
group to study and make recommendations
on model development and redevelop-
ment ordinances for the adoption by local
governments.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) and
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) also
offered amendments, which were adopted.
Wiener’s amendment adds provisions for
appealing decisions made by the state
building commissioner. Murphy’s amend-
ment allows the state building commis-
sioner, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry, to adopt
amendments to the mechanical code

e

redistricting bill takes place during a Senate floor session Fri., May 18.

portion of the state building code to
implement standards for process piping.

A bill, presented by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-New Ulm), modifies the
state unemployment insurance program.
He said the bill is part of an effort to make
unemployment insurance law easier for
workers tounderstand. The AFL-CIO, the
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits and the
Dept. of Commerce support the bill, he
said. The measure removes obsolete
language and makes other technical
changes. The bill also allows American
Indian tribes to opt into the program
similarly to the way political subdivisions
of the state do. The Department of
Economic Security, under the bill, is
allowed to deny benefits to people who do
not follow through on the application
process. The Senate passed the bill, S.F.
1277. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
authored a bill, S.F. 1398, that restores a
30-year old provision allowing the Dept.
of Health to review the circumstances of
women who die within 1 year of giving
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birth. She said there are 15 to 20 maternal
deaths in Minnesota each year. The Senate
gave the bill final passage.

Friday, May 18

Redistricting plans approved

Resdistricting proposals were the
centerpiece of a contentious floor session
Fri., May 18. After a debate marked by
partisan divides, a DFL plan to redraw the
boundaries of Minnesota’s congressional
and legislative districts gained approval.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) authored S.F. 2377, the bill
incorporating the DFL maps for both
congressional and legislative districts.
“The bill before you provides a fair and
balanced map that is competitive for
elections in the next decade,” Pogemiller
said. He pointed out that the state legisla-
tive map has 29 districts with a Democratic
plurality and 38 with a Republican
plurality, while the congressional map has
three Democratic districts and five
Republican districts. The districts also are
close to the ideal size, are compact, do not
split an excessive number of counties or
cities and preserve communities of interest,
according to Pogemiller. The congres-
sional map, he said, increases the probabil-
ity that minority candidates will be elected
by preserving separate districts for Minne-
apolis and St. Paul. The map also preserves
economic communities of interest by
retaining an arrangement based on the four
corners of the state, he said.

Pogemiller offered an amendment
slightly adjusting the boundaries of several
districts in order to retain certain neighbor-
hood communities. The changes came in
response to input from citizens, he said.
Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) criticized
the Senate redistricting process for having
little input from the public, compared to
the House hearings across the state. Sen.
David Knutson (R-Burnsville) expressed
skepticism that the changes are purely the
result of public input. “We know these
maps are worked on not for demographics,
not to preserve communities of interest,
but purely for political reasons,” he said.
Pogemiller pointed out that the public had
the opportunity to testify at the open
subcommittee hearings. The amendment
was adopted.

Kleis then offered an amendment to
replace the DFL plan for congressional
districts with the Republican plan. “The
alternative plans we have are fair and they

recognize the demographic shifts that have
occurred in this state,” he said. Kleis
mentioned that 45 percent of the state’s
population now resides in the Metro Area
suburbs. Therefore, he said, the Republi-
can plan gives the suburbs three congres-
sional districts, combining Minneapolis
and St. Paul in a single district. According
to Kleis, the combination creates a

Sen. Sam Solon (DL-Duluth) contemplates the activities of the Senate from the
President’s chair during a floor session Fri., May 18.

minority opportunity district and recog-
nizes common urban interests related to
housing, transportation and cultural affairs.
The Republican plan also creates an “up
north” district united by the Canadian
border and the Highway 2 transportation
corridor, Kleis said.

Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.)
criticized the Republican plan for mini-

Photo by David ]. Oakes
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mizing the power of the cities and violat-
ing the natural pattern of development in
the Metro Area. He also challenged
Republicans to provide a statistical basis,
such as the index adopted by a citizen’s
advisory committee, for allegations of
unfairness in the DFL plan. “We could
spend all day telling anecdotes about each
other’s plans but we need some objective
standards,” he said. Kleis met Orfield’s
repeated objections by citing demographic
changes documented in the 2000 census as
the basis for the Republican plan.

Orfield also challenged the assertion
that the Republican plan increases
minority voting power. The combined
urban district does not meet the criteria set
by federal courts, he said. According to the
criteria, minority population can only be
taken into account when drawing district
boundaries if the minority population is
compactly distributed, shows evidence of
political cohesion, and is likely to be
outvoted by a majority block of white
voters.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
pointed out that the Democratic party runs
few minority candidates, thus forcing
minorities to choose between their
traditional Democratic base and the
opportunity to elect a minority candidate.
“The Republican plan gives a real
opportunity to members of the minority
community not to elect two more white
congressmen but to actually elect one of
their own,” he said. Kleis’ amendment
failed on a 27-38 roll call vote.

Sen. William Belanger (R-
Bloomington) offered an amendment that
replaces the DFL plan for state House and
Senate districts with the Republican plan.
The Republicans had criticized the DFL
plan for pairing Republican incumbents in
five districts, despite the fact that popula-
tion increased in many Republican
districts. Belanger pointed out that the
Republican plan has three DFL pairings
and four mixed-party pairings. He also said
the plan splits very few counties and cities
and creates districts that are very close in
population. “The Republican plan is
based on the needs of people, not politi-
cians,” Belanger said.

Pogemiller said the Republican plan
is not competitive, since it creates 41
districts with a Republican plurality and
only 26 with a Democratic plurality. “It’s a
case of overkill and greed by the Republi-
cans that they need to have such a head
start in the race to accomplish their

political goals,” he said. Belanger replied
that the DFL plan pairs so many Republi-
can incumbents that even members of the
DFL caucus find it comical.

Many Republican members asked
what communities of interest justify
drawing districts in such a way that
Republican incumbents who live far apart
are paired. Pogemiller said that districts
don’t belong to incumbents, and the DFL
plan seemed to be a good map. Belanger’s
amendment failed on a 27-38 roll call
vote. Finally, the bill was approved 35-28.

In other business, members concurred
on House amendments to several bills.
Mostly technical changes had been made
to the following bills: S.F. 1434, relating
to water use permits; S.F. 1263, an omni-
bus bill extending the sunset dates for
several councils; S.F. 1680, a Dept. of
Administration housekeeping bill; and
S.F. 321, relating to background studies for
guardians of vulnerable adults. All of the
bills were unanimously repassed.

Members also approved H.F. 873, the
omnibus tax-forfeited land bill. The bill
had been to a conference committee and
was then repassed by the House. The
Senate also voted to repass the bill 57-0.

Finally, members adopted the
conference committee reports for several
Senate bills and repassed the bills. The
following bills were approved unani-
mously: S.F. 1968, authored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), appoints a task
force to look at the safety aspects of
overhead cranes; S.F. 1394, carried by Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester), relates to
child placement; and S.F. 1154, sponsored
by Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins),
extends the life of the metropolitan radio

board.

Saturday, May 19

Rental fee practices addressed

In an effort to process last minute
legislation prior to the Mon., May 21,
session deadline, the Senate convened
Sat., May 19, to hear a variety of bills.

Several bills were placed on Special
Orders and granted final passage. H.F.
1541, presented by Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-
Mpls.), prompted a lengthy debate. The
bill requires a study of rental application
fees and creates a single information source
for renters and landlords. Sabo said the
measure aids in eliminating the growing
barriers to renters in securing a place to
live.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
favored the bill and said, “The cost to
apply for rental property eliminates some
prospective applicants because it is cost
prohibitive.” However, he said landlords
have issues and concerns regarding how
long screening documents are valid.
“Mandates and costs imposed on landlords
will only result in higher costs to renters,”
said Knutson. He offered an amendment
that limits the number of applicant
screening fees accepted by landlords.
Knutson said the provision disallows the
charging of fees unless a rental relationship
is entered into by the landlord and renter.
He said legislation is needed because the
two sides have not been successful in
arriving at a resolution.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
asked if there is a clearing house that serves
landlords by providing applicant rental
history information and criminal back-
ground checks. Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Minneapolis) said there is no single
clearing house but the time has come for
the idea to materialize. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Minneapolis) said some landlords
hold units open and collect applicant fees
greater than the amount of rent that could
be charged. Sen. Mady Reiter (R-
Shoreview) said that private business can
provide the screening services needed and
government should not get involved. She
asked how many agencies exist and how
often they are used. Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-
Mpls.) explained that several states,
including Wisconsin, have successfully
attempted to find private single sources for
background checks.

“Four years after this issue first
cropped up people are still paying
exorbitant application fees and nothing
has been done,” said Sen. Satveer
Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley). He said the
Legislature should decide what the
solution is, not the landlords or renters.
The Knutson amendment was adopted and
H.F. 1541 was given final passage on a 52-
7 vote.

S.F. 829 was passed on a vote of 36-
21. The bill modifies filing fees to deputy
registrars for vehicle transactions. Under
the bill, simple transaction fees were
increased by $1. More complicated
transaction fees were raised to $7 and
electronic vehicle registrations through the
state remained at $3.50.

Members also heard H.F. 1497,
carried by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine),

a bill relating to natural resources. Under
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the bill, a variety of land exchanges are
authorized. Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) offered an amendment
allowing North Hennepin Community
College to transfer the title of an 11-acre
parcel of land, operated by the college, for
an 1 1-acre parcel that is contiguous to the
campus property. Scheid said the amend-
ment is one of common sense and MnSCU
is in agreement with the transfer arrange-
ment. The amendment was adopted.

Anotherland transfer amendment was
presented by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing). The provision allows the city of
Bird Island to exchange a piece of city-
owned land for a parcel of privately-
owned land for the purpose of returning it
toawetland. Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-
Willmar) said nine local, state and federal
agencies are involved in the transaction
that will culminate in a referendum. The
amendment was adopted.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) also
offered an amendment that allows a person
in a party of hunters to take more than the
limit of small game allowed per person as
long as the combined number of game in
the party is no more than allowed per
person by law.

In addition, the amendment requires
hunters of bobcat, fisher, pine marten and
otter, to present the animal to a state
wildlife manager for registration before the
pelt is sold or transported out of state. The
amendment was adopted and S.F. 1497
passed on a 58-0 vote.

H.F. 1340, a bill permitting the
appointment of the Wright County
recorder was offered by Sen. Mark Ourada
(R-Buffalo). Ourada said the Wright
County recorder retired and an Itasca
County person is highly qualified to fill
the position. He said county officials feel
it is unfair to require a person, who is
unknown in the county, to run for office.
Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) spoke in
favor of the bill saying that Wright County
was inadvertently left out of earlier
legislation allowing appointments of
county recorders. H.F. 1340 passed on a
51-7 vote.

S.F. 1202, a bill retroactively repeal-
ing a provision of the predatory offender
registration law (Katie’s law), was pre-
sented by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul). He said the bill closes the loophole
in Katie’s law that, under certain circum-
stances, excludes some offenders from
registration requirements. The bill was
passed unanimously.

The conference committee report on
S.F. 1215, relating to human rights, was
presented by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul). The bill contains a number of
department housekeeping provisions. The
bill was granted re-passage on a 61-0 vote.

In other Senate business, members
confirmed several appointments made by
the governor. Members approved the
appointments of Jeffrey Olson as the
commissioner of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and Guy Leff to the Board
of Animal Health. The appointments of
Patrick Thiry and William Thyne to the
Minnesota Rural Finance Authority and
Gorden Baden, MaryLu Brunner and
Violet Wagoner to the Minnesota Veterans
Homes Board of Directors were also
approved.

Lawrence Gorrell, Russell Sharon, and
George Sutton were all approved for the
Board of the Arts. The appointments of
Julien Clark Carter as commissioner of of
the Department of Employee Relations
and Thomas Barrett as executive director
of the Gambling Control Board were
recommended for confirmation. In
addition, the appointment of Frank
Hornstein to the Metropolitan Council
gained Senate approval.

The appointment of James Bernstein
as commissioner of the Department of
Public Service and the Department of
Commerce was approved as was the
appointment of Cyndy Brucato to the
Board on Judicial Standards. John Baerg,
Teresa Gisch, Michael Gutherie, Daniel
Hankins, Jeffrey Schiff, Bruce Sherman,
Robert Anderson, Steven Haavisto, Martin
Scheerer and Linda Way were approved
for the Emergency Medical Services
Regulatory Board.

Members confirmed the appointment
of Rebecca Yanisch as the commissioner of
the Department of Trade and Economic
Development. The appointments of Marge
Anderson, Lee Himle and Marina Lyon
assigned to the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency and Thomas Johnson and
Miriam Raccoon to the Workers’ Compen-
sation Court of Appeals were also ap-
proved.

Foot and mouth bill passed

A bill outlining the state’s response to
an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in
livestock was the focal point for discussion
during the latter part of the Sat., May 19,
floor session. The bill, H.F. 2514, carried
by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),

expands the emergency authority of the
board of Animal Health to eradicate any
dangerous, infectious, or communicable
disease affecting domestic animals.
Murphy said the bill allows the state to
move quickly in case there is an outbreak
of the highly contagious livestock disease.

Murphy offered an amendment
clarifying that if a farmer’s livestock had to
be destroyed as a result of an outbreak,
loans that the farmer might have outstand-
ing could not be foreclosed upon until the
farmer received federal compensation.
Murphy said, “If a guy is down on his luck,
I don’t think we should allow him to be
kicked for good measure.” Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (R-Edina) questioned the
amendment and said that he was not aware
of any other states moving to forestall
foreclosures. Terwilliger said, “Not only is
the farmer’s property being destroyed, but
also the property of the lending commu-
nity because they have an interest in the
farm. In our effort to move quickly, we
may be moving too quickly.” The amend-
ment was adopted.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) spoke in
support of the bill, “I urge you to support
the bill. I hope it is something we don’t
have to use, but if we do we will be ready.”

The measure was granted final passage
on a 61-0 roll call vote.

In other action Saturday afternoon,
members granted final passage to several
other bills on Special Orders. S.F. 2208,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), is the annual public finance
and bond allocation bill. The Senate also
granted final passage to H.F. 634, authored
by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul). The
bill is the annual claims against the state
measure. A bill, H.F. 1182, authored by
Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm),
modifying requirements for invention
developers, was also granted final passage
on Special Orders.

In addition, final passage was given to
H.F. 708, sponsored by Sen. Dean Johnson
(DFL-Willmar), clarifying the exemption
of well drilling machines, pump hoists and
other equipment from motor vehicle
registration taxes. Two additional mea-
sures were also granted final passage. H.F.
2028, carried by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.), modifies provisions relating to
environmental audits and changes the
reporting date for the Pollution Control
Agency’s annual performance report. H.F.
1973, sponsored by Terwilliger, regulates
state highways in municipalities.
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Several conference committee reports
were also processed during the afternoon
portion of the session. H.F. 1155, carried
by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
requires health plan companies to provide
certain information when requested by the
commissioner, required an affirmative
provider consent to participate in a
network under a category of coverage,
requires disclosure of changes in a
provider’s contract and establishes a
moratorium on managed care automobile
insurance plans. H.F. 707, carried by Kelly,
classifies Carisoprodol as a controlled
substance upon the effective date of a final
rule adding Carisoprodol to the federal
schedules of controlled substances. H.F.
1507, sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), clarifies the treatment of
legal nonconforming uses for municipal
planning and zoning purposes. S.F. 555,
authored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley), modifies procedures relating to
administrative rules.

H.F. 1153, sponsored by Sen. Arlene
Lesewski (R-Marshall), exempting certain
local government building projects from
the requirement of employing an architect
touched off considerable debate. Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) made a motion to
reject the conference committee report.
Vickerman said that the bill, when it left
the Senate, provided for a study of the
issue. He said exempting projects from the
requirement of using an architect could
pose a threat for public safety. Lesewski
said the bill specifies that only buildings
costing less than $50,000 could use the
exemption.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) said the
bill reflects a reasonable compromise and
that the aim is to exempt buildings such as
sheds and equipment storage facilities from
the requirement. Betzold supported the
Vickerman motion and said, “Public safety
is at stake.” Lesewski countered that the
bill requires buildings to meet fire code
and building code requirements, thus
eliminating the public safety threat. The
Vickerman motion failed on a 31-33 roll
call vote. The conference committee
report was adopted and the bill repassed
35-28.

Monday, May 21

Committee reports repassed
Senate members gathered in the

chamber on Mon., May 21, for the final

regular session day of floor debate.

Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar)
laid S.F. 1857 on the table. Johnson said
the bill finances the construction of a
Twins baseball stadium, an issue that
would be kept alive and picked up again
in the next session.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
carried S.F. 1644. The measure is a
resolution suggesting to Congress that they
provide economic aid to India following
the incredible earthquake of last January,
he said. Kelly told members that it was the
strongest earthquake in 50 years, which left
over 600,000 people homeless and
requests international aid of $4-$5 billion
for rebuilding. “Minnesota has a large East
Indian population, approximating 20,000
people,” he said. Members unanimously
voted in favor of approving the resolution,
57-0.

A conference committee report on
S.F. 1752 was recommended for approval.
The bill, authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), authorizes several on-sale
liquor licenses in Minnesota, including a
wine and beer license for special occasions
at the Capital Cafeteria. Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul) said that wine and
beer were sold at the Capitol in the past.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
carried a patient protection bill, S.F. 491.
Berglin said the House made several
changes to the measure and she recom-
mended approval. The bill was re-passed
on a 62-0 vote.

The conference committee report
related to agriculture, S.F. 1495, was
carried by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing). Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township) asked members not to adopt
the conference committee report and
recommended that it be re-referred back to
the conference committee. Krentz said she
wanted to strike a provision authorizing a
bounty for the destruction of coyotes. She
said, “We haven’t had bounties in Minne-
sota since the mid-1960’s.” Krentz main-
tained that bounties have been proven
ineffective as a means of predator control
and also stated that the provision does not
belong in an agriculture bill, but is more
appropriately discussed in an environment
and natural resources context.

Murphy said coyotes pose serious
problems because they roam in packs and
kill chickens and other small animals.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
said she supported Murphy’s recommenda-
tion for adopting the report because the
coyote population has grown out of

control. She said coyotes kill cats and
other pets as well as farm stock.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) said, “We're going back 25 years in
putting a bounty on predators. We're
putting a bounty on a close cousin of the
wolf, which is a mistake because we’re just
regaining control of our wolf policy from
the federal government,” he said.

Murphy said he was concerned that
should the bill be returned to conference
for revision, the biodiesel portion of the
bill would be compromised. Other
provisions in the bill were discussed,
including a provision that criminalizes
operating or selling a farm tractor knowing
that the clock-hour meter is disconnected
or nonfunctional.

Members voted not to concur with the
report and sent it back to conference
committee on a 38-26 vote.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
recommended re-passage of S.F. 1464, a
bill containing lead poisoning and well
water protections. Members voted 56-1 to
re-pass the bill.

At the conclusion of scheduled
business, the Senate recessed until mid-
afternoon.

Ag, energy bills approved

Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St.
Paul), chief author, called the omnibus
energy bill “a great victory for the people
of Minnesota.”

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said the bill as the Senate passed unani-
mously originally was much stronger. She
said the mandate for 20 percent of energy
to be provided by renewable sources is no
longer in the bill. “Renewable energy,” she
said, “is good for the economy, good for
the environment and good for rural
Minnesota.” She said 12 states mandate
renewable energy sources. “The bill is a
baby step forward instead of the giant step
forward, which is what the Senate wanted,”
she said.

“The bill does a good job on conser-
vation spending,” Anderson also said.
“Conservation is conservation. A program
has to reduce energy consumption to be
considered conversation under the bill.”

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) asked whether the bill recognizes
thermal heat exchange as a source of
energy. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
replied that, although there are benefits to
thermal heat exchange, it did not fit
within the bill’s focus on electricity.
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On the last day of the regular session, on., May 21, Majority Leader Roger Moe

(DFL-Erskine) pauses outside his office to listen to a live public radio broadcast of

an interview with the governor.

Metzen said the bill tightens energy
efficiency standards for public buildings
by 30 percent. Sen. Michele Bachmann
(R-Stillwater) said she was concerned that
sustainable building guidelines for state
buildings would increase the cost of
construction. Metzen said he, too, had
been worried about the price tag on the
guidelines. However, he said, people who
testified in committee estimated that the
increase in cost would be about 1 to 3
percent. “The cost pays back in a few
years,” Metzen said.

The omnibus energy bill passed
unanimously, 64-0.

Sen. TwylaRing (DFL-North Branch)
moved that the vote whereby the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 1495 was
rejected by the Senate and returned to the
conference committee be reconsidered.
She said the Senate needed to reconsider
adopting the conference committee report
because the House had refused to appoint

Photo by David J. Oakes

a conference committee. Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) said he had
pleaded with the chair of the House
Agriculture Committee, who flatly refused
to convene a conference committee.
Kelley said the conference committee had
taken out important parts of the bill and
added irrelevant provisions.

“I want to support the bill,” he said.
“Because I want to support biodiesel.” The
bill requires all diesel fuel in Minnesota to
contain at least two percent biodiesel fuel.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said, “We
have to be careful when we allow the
other body to dictate the creation of a
conference committee.”

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) said,
“We don’t have to be held hostage by the
House.” Rings’ motion to reconsider the
rejection of the conference committee
report was approved. By a voice vote, the
conference committee report was adopted.
On a 42-24 vote, the Senate gave final
passage to the agriculture omnibus bill.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
presented S.F.1310, a bill that requires
construction plan review fees and other
construction fees paid to municipalities to
be based on the actual costs of providing
services to developers. Under the measure,
municipalities must submit to the state
building office a report on the fees
imposed on developers. The Senate
adopted the conference committee report
on S.F. 1310 and gave the bill final
passage 59-1.

Criminal penalties for possessing or
distributing child pornography are made
more severe by S.F. 969, authored by Sen.
Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley). The
bill ups the maximum sentence for
possessing child pornography from 5 to 7
years for the first offense and from 10 to 15
years for additional offenses. Chaudhary
said the measure does not increase the
burden on prisons. The bill, as amended by
the House, was given final passage on a 55-
0 vote.

Sen. Becky Lourey, author of S.F.
1367, said the Senate should concur to
House amendments to the bill, which
updates procedures for forming new
counties. The bill requires county commis-
sioners to be elected for new counties.
Currently, county commissioners in new
counties are appointed by the governor.
Lourey said the House amendments were
practical. The House amended the bill to
apply only to counties with more than
4,000 residents. The Senate granted the
bill repassage 62-0.

The Senate also concurred with
House amendments to S.F. 1344, spon-
sored by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.).
The bill modifies the method of payment
of commissions to employees. The bill
prohibits employers from altering the
method of payment, timing of payment or
procedures for payment of commissions
earned through the last day of employment
after an employee quits working. The
Senate repassed the bill 62-1.

Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls)
moved that the Senate adopt the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 103, a bill
that modifies criminal penalties for
gasoline theft. Larson said the House
added a provision increasing the fines for
writing bad checks. He said $100 million
each year is lost in the gasoline sales
business due to bad checks. The bill was
repassed 51-14.

The Senate also concurred with
House amendments to S.F. 107, authored
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by Ring. The bill adds a definition of
“supported employment” to statute and
modifies health care access programs. On a
61-0 vote, the Senate granted the bill
repassage.

Sen. Edward Oliver moved to adopt
the conference committee report on S.F.
1541, a bill that makes several modifica-
tions to real estate agency regulations and
licenses. The bill establishes a consumer
education account that sets money aside
for programs that help consumers avoid
being victimized by unscrupulous lenders
and mortgage dealers. The Senate adopted
the conference committee report and
repassed the bill 60-0.

The Senate concurred with the House
amendments to S.F. 229, a bill concerning
the procedures for expunging criminal
records. Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said
the changes were needed to incorporate
Minnesota Supreme Court rulings. On a
60-0 vote, the Senate repassed S.F. 229.

S.F. 1965, which repeals obsolete
language concerning economic develop-
ment programs, was also repassed by the
Senate with the House amendments. The
bill changes the title of director of tourism
to the deputy commissioner of tourism.

The Senate granted two bills spon-
sored by Betzold final passage. The Senate
adopted the conference committee report
on S.F. 1068, the omnibus data privacy
bill. The bill was repassed 60-0. S.F. 2249,
a bill that makes minor grammatical
revisions to laws passed during session, was
passed 64-0 on Special Orders.

The Senate also voted to overturn two
vetoes. The Senate repassed S.F. 2031, a
bill authored by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville), 63-1. The measure specifies
that any clause in a public works contract
that waives the rights of a contractor to
seek recovery for costs or damages for
delays, disruption or acceleration in
performing the contract is void if the
delay, disruption or acceleration is caused
by a public entity. S.F. 1821, sponsored by
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), was
repassed 62-2. The bill gives jurisdiction
over disputes concerning the paralleling of
telecommunication lines with railroad

tracks to Department of Public Service and
Public Utilities.

More conference reports adopted
Members voted to adopt the confer-
ence committee reports on a number of

bills. H.F. 1261, carried in the Senate by
Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley), is
the Department of Corrections omnibus
bill. The report was adopted and the bill
gained final passage unanimously. Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester) gained
unanimous final passage for the conference
committee version of H.F. 1406, a bill that
provides for studies of death among
pregnant or recently pregnant women.

Finally, a conference committee
report on the Department of Transporta-
tion housekeeping bill was presented by
Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo). The bill,
S.F. 1769, was approved as amended by
the conference committee and given final
passage.

Taking up bills on Special Orders,
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
presented S.F. 1312, a bill that directs the
Office of Strategic and Long Range
Planning to study relocation of some state
offices to Greater Minnesota. He said the
Department of Revenue successfully
located a collection office on the Iron
Range ten years ago.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
added a technical amendment ceasing the
rule-making authority of the Indian Affairs
Council. The amendment was adopted
and the bill passed 42-14.

An omnibus insurance bill from the
Department of Commerce was presented
by Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn
Park). She said all of the controversial
aspects of the bill had been removed, and
the version she presented only includes
two provisions not in the other body’s
corresponding bill. The added language,
she said, relates to two non-controversial
provisions amending a notice requirement
and moth-balling the Health Reinsurance
Association. The bill was passed on a
unanimous vote.

The final bill passed before the body
recessed was S.F. 2328, authored by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul). The bill is a
resolution invoking Congress to amend the
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act to
allow railroad workers who are also
veterans to be eligible for both military
retirement and railroad worker benefits.
The bill passed unanimously.

In other business, a joint resolution
was also approved by the body. S.C.R. 8,
presented by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine), officially establishes the start date
for the 2002 Legislative Session as January
29.

WORKING
GROUPS

Health, human services and
corrections

Agencies testify about concerns

Senate members of the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill working group, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met
Tues., May 22, to hear testimony from
health agencies. Members from the House
did not attend. However, a letter from the
committee co-chair, Rep. Kevin Goodno
(R-Moorhead), indicated that House
members felt they had accomplished much
in the three meetings already held and
conveyed an assurance that the House
conferees “stand ready to continue our
work in negotiating a final health, human
services and corrections bill when our
budget targets are known.”

Several witnesses spoke to the need
for cost-of-living increases (COLAs) for
long-term health care workers. Spokesman
Jim Vossen, UFCW Local 653, said hiring
and retention incentives for nursing home
workers should be a funding priority.
Vossen credited Rep. Fran Bradley (R-
Rochester) for health reform efforts
including COLAs for health care workers,
increased funding for nursing homes and
loan forgiveness programs for health care
professionals, as reported in a May 3 Focus
News letter to the editor by Bradley,
distributed to those in attendance. Berglin
informed him that the primary provision
addressed by Vossen was in the Senate bill
but not in the House version. Vossen said
he was merely responding to what he’d
read in the news. Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-
Coon Rapids) said, “you need to express
your concern to Bradley because we can’t
do anything until he comes to the table.”
Vossen said he supported efforts to help
health care workers climb the career
ladder, including loan forgiveness,
scholarships and other incentives.

Iris Freeman spoke on behalf of the
Alzheimer’s Association. “Our message is
to invest in staffing first,” she said. Accord-
ing to Freeman, there are 90,000 Minneso-
tans with Alzheimer’s disease and the
relationship between patient and staff is of
the utmost importance, especially since the
disease is marked by total dependence at
the end. She emphasized that facilities are
staffing at “dangerously low levels.”
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Minnesota Alliance for Health Care
representative Kathy Kelson focused on
the decline of services in nursing homes.
She said there are now more mistakes
reported in dispensing medications. Kelson
said nurses and assistants no longer have
time to “walk” patients, daily programming
has been cut and in some instances patients
aren’t receiving pain medications as
requested. She agreed that COLAs and
benefits were drastically needed to attract
nursing home staff who are underpaid.
Berglin said that COLAs were not in the
governor’s budget and Legislators would
have to either exceed his budget or do
away with some other project.

Karen James, speaking for Minnesota
Developmental Achievement Association,
said COLAs are the number one priority
for workers in day training and rehabilita-
tion services. “The amount in the Senate
bill addresses our needs,” she said. Without
the increases, she said, staff morale will be
devastated.

Rick Hammergren, REM spokesman,
told members that there are approximately
4,000 employees hired to help persons

with developmental disabilities. The
turnover rate is about 43 percent, he said.
Starting salaries within the field range from
$8.13 per hour to $8.71 per hour and
COLAsare critically important in attract-
ing employees, according to Hammergren.
Berglin said part of the logic in providing
better benefits for staff is related to the fact
that health insurance providers charge
higher premiums for this category of
employee because they are classified as
high risk due to extraordinary physical and
mental job stress. The result, said Berglin,
is that children of staff are penalized and
typically aren’t covered by health insur-
ance.

Bruce Nelson, representing ARRM,
thanked the Senate for “taking the lead in
addressing the staff crisis as well as the
housing crisis.”

Care provider Doug Beardsley
addressed the 4 percent increase in the
administrative reimbursement. He said the
3.4 percent rate of inflation statewide was
problematic. “Our concern is that the state
prescribes how we may use reimburse-
ments,” he said. According to Beardsley,

the typical nursing home in Minnesota is
losing an average of $148,000 per year.
MARRCH Chemical dependency
provider David Hartford told members
that the substance abuse delivery system of
care is being dismantled and that providers
in his area are at a break-even point in
payment of direct expenses. Also speaking
in behalf of the chemical dependency
providers, David Cain said he came to
protest the dismantling of the substance
abuse delivery system, complicated by the
imposed rate freeze. He said it was impos-
sible to attract quality staff and once
counselors are trained and licensed, they
soon leave for better paying positions
elsewhere. He said, “Please hold fast to the
Senate version of the bill,” and urged
members to consider that if the chemically
dependent working poor aren’t helped
while they're still holding down jobs, we'll
pay more to help them once they become
indigent. He also said that Minnesota,
once known for its progressive treatment
policies, has declined to rank 46th in the
nation in terms of treatment episodes per

100,000 people.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington), center, strategizes with Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel), left, and Sen. Bob Kierlin (R-Winona)

in the Senate Chamber during a final week floor session.

Photo by David ]. Oakes
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Otherrepresentatives at the meeting
include Raeone Loscalzo and David Doth,
Maternal and Child Health Care; Bette
Packer, Environmental Food Safety; Ann
Rickets, Face to Face; Ray Martin, Health
Start; and Troy Mangan, Dept. of Human
Services.

The working group heard testimony
on several DOC programs in the Commu-
nity Services Division that are not funded
in the House version of the omnibus bill.
The programs help offenders with the
transition into daily life after release from
prison. Pam Cosby represented the
Community Preservation Unit (CPU).
Citing the disproportionately high
percentage of people of color in prisons,
she said the CPU creates partnerships
between communities of color and the
criminal justice system to help communi-
ties remain healthy and safe when offend-
ers are released. The cost of the program is
$200,000 per year. “Cutting programs like
this really makes a statement about what
Minnesota values,” she said.

Dave Braveheart spoke for the Walks
Tall Program, which provides services to
American Indians. Offenders who are
about to leave prison receive counseling
and assistance with employment, housing
and daily living skills, he said. The
program has received $421,000 a year
since its inception, he said.

Finally, Deb Feeny described the
Amicus program. She said the program
provides pre-release assistance to offenders
of all colors and creeds. The program also
matches volunteers with inmates for one-
to-one visits, she said. Feeny thanked the
Senate for supporting the program in its
version of the omnibus bill.

Agencies respond to proposals
Senate members of the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill working group, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
gathered Weds., May 23, to hear testimony
from health and human services agencies.
Representing the Dept. of Human
Services (DHS), Kathy Henry provided
information about S-CHIP eligibility
requirements in Minnesota as compared to
other states. Since the passage of the
federal S-CHIP program in 1997, Minne-
sota lost its ranking as leader in children’s
health care coverage, she said, and an
estimated 70,000 children are uninsured in
Minnesota. The governor’s plan aims to
reduce that number to 10,000, according

to Henry, for children under age 18 who
are living at 185 percent of the poverty
level. One of the problems in reaching
more children is that many families are
struggling to pay for basics, such as food
and rent, she said, and they can’t afford the
$4 health premiums required per child.
Several states, including Alaska, The
District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii,
Maryland, Missouri, Puerto Rico and
Utah, require zero premium payment for
children’s health coverage at 200 percent
of poverty level, according to material
provided by Henry.

Erin Murphy, speaking for the
Minnesota Nurses Association, discussed
the barriers responsible for keeping
children uninsured. The barriers include
the lengthy application process, bi-annual
Medicaid continuous coverage and
redetermination paperwork requirements,
MinnesotaCare’s cost sharing requirements
which are not currently S-CHIP compliant
and the need for more outreach programs.

Legal Services advocate Kathy
McDonough said that de-linking Medical
Assistance (MA) from the Minnesota
Family Investment Program (MFIP) is one
of the major welfare reform issues of the
session. She said that de-linking means that
MFIP parents will not be eligible for
health care coverage. “We're not just de-
linking programs, but we’re eliminating
eligibility,” she said. Responding to
questions from the chair, Henry said DHS
is looking at whether or not clients can
transfer from Medical Assistance to
MinnesotaCare without having to again
undergo the application process. Berglin
said it would simplify matters if clients
could just be sent notification that they
were being transferred to a new program.

A spokesperson for the Welfare Rights
Committee said the welfare time limits
affect 15,000 children. She said she
strongly supported the Senate version of
the bill, which stops time limits and
extends programs for those not yet able to
earn a living wage. She said she strongly
opposes the House version of the bill
because it disallows extensions and will
severely impact thousands of Minnesotans.
“A living wage means that a single mother
with two children needs to make over $16
per hour in Minnesota because of the lack
of affordable housing, high childcare costs
and health care costs,” she said.

Affirmative Options Committee
representative Jason Walsh agreed that the
House bill, which cuts families from

programming, does not adequately address
realities in Minnesota. He said that most
MFIP clients must compete with families
living at much higher income levels for
rent and other necessities. He also said the
House bill does not provide new emer-
gency funding for transitional housing and
homeless housing that will be needed as a
result of proposed policies.

Other speakers included Michelle
Clarke, Minnesota March of Dimes; David
Edwards, Metropolitan Health Plan; Jim
Chase, DHS; Ken Cornish, St. Peter
Community Hospital and Health Center;
and John Diehl, Pine Medical Center.

K-12 education

House provisions discussed

In an effort to work out differences
between House and Senate positions on K-
12 education, a working group, chaired by
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) and Rep. Alice Seagren (R-
Bloomington) met Tues., May 22. Mem-
bers met to discuss same and similar
language in the K-12 education omnibus
bill as well as to address three key House
initiatives. While no provisions were
adopted, members discussed language
relating to the alternative compensation
program for teachers, the value-added
program and the structural balance
provision.

The alternative teacher compensation
measure provides incentives for teachers to
continuously improve knowledge and
skills, for school districts to recruit and
retain highly qualified teachers and to
support teachers’ roles in improving
students’ educational achievement.

Rep. Robert “Bob” Ness (R-Dassel)
said the governor’s compensation measure
that costs $150 per pupil is more expen-
sive to accomplish than the House $15
million provision that reflects the actual
cost of paying teachers versus the per pupil
amount in the governor’s plan.

Seagren said the funding is not
available to offer the plan to all districts so
the House is hoping the program will
establish some successful models that can
be expanded. The House plan provides for
funding models that require all participat-
ing district teachers to be compensated
under the professional pay ladder schedule
instead of the present step and lane salary
schedule. Under the House measure,
Seagren said 10 days are devoted to staff
development activities, including a new

17



Committee update

teacher mentorship program that provides
continuous learning opportunities,
ongoing orientation and sustained teacher
support. Under the plan, alternative
compensation aid for qualifying school
districts consists of $2,000 times the
number of probationary teachers in the
district plus $500 times the number of
nonparticipating teachers. The plan
provides induction and mentoring
activities for peer review and assessment
during the school year. In addition,
districts are provided with $750 times the
number of other non-probationary
teachers. Under the House plan the school
board and the exclusive bargaining
representative of the teachers must sign
and submit a written statement to the CFL
commissioner that indicates the district has
developed an alternative teacher compen-
sation plan based on the system account-
ability and educational improvement
plan.

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
disagreed with the plan and said, “Ad-
equately funding schools to prevent
teacher layoffs is the biggest thing we can
do toretain teachers.” Sen. Martha
Robertson (R-Minnetonka) said the
program should be defined in terms of
what a good induction mentoring program
is, not by the amount of time dedicated to
the program. Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul) said the House language is confusing
and the provision ties district and site
accountability to teacher incentives.

Rep. Harry Mares (R-White Bear
Lake) said the bottom line of the proposal
is student achievement and the key
ingredient to student success is the teacher.
“I don’t think we pay teachers enough for
the role they play, but this provision is a
small cooperative step to retain the best
and brightest teachers and attain student
achievement.”

“We have to send a clear message to
attract the best and brightest by providing
teacher salaries that are competitive with
the market place and we have to fund it,”
said Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm).

A representative of the Association of
Metropolitan School Districts said the
association supports all components of an
alternate teacher compensation plan. He
said the association agrees with several
principles that should be in the plan.
Voluntarily negotiating through collective
bargaining and having a model that
attracts and retains staff is necessary, he

said. He also said a plan that is accessible
to everyone with no quotas and adequate
sustainable funding is also necessary for the
plan to work.

A House provision requiring that
school districts be structurally balanced
was addressed by Department of Children,
Families and Learning Commissioner
Christine Jax. She told members the
governor would not sign a bill that
omitted the structurally balanced provi-
sion. She said the provision informs the
public of the ramifications of school
contract settlements before the impact of
the settlements are realized. Measures can
then be taken to prioritize needs. “The
provision provides a working document
that gives taxpayers information and
allows them to weigh in, yet it does not
hold down teacher salaries,” said Jax.

Stumpf asked if a contract is consid-
ered valid, under the provision, if it is not
structurally balanced. Jax said it is not.
Ness asked if there are penalties incurred
by districts without a structurally balanced
budget. Jax said the administration
considers the provision a good faith effort
and no penalties have been considered.

Ness asked at what point a district,
that is currently in statutory operating
debt, is considered to be structurally
balanced. Rose Hermodson, from CFL,
said there is a five year plan and districts
have to provide evidence that they are
emerging from debt.

Stumpf said the provision intertwines
the collective bargaining and contract
components when they are two separate
issues. Seagren said it was done to put teeth
in the provision. Stumpf said, “If you
incorporate contracts and collective
bargaining, it is a dangerous path.” He said,
“We are either interested in attracting the
best and brightest or holding down
teachers’ salaries—we can’t do both.”

The last provision discussed by
members was the value added program.
The program provides added assessments
to determine student achievement levels
in an effort to tie student performance with
services delivered by schools, teachers and
districts. The purpose of the program, said
Seagren, is to provide help to schools that
have students below the desired level of
achievement.

Seagren said the value-added program
measures individual progress in a fair way.
Kelley disagreed and said, “Value added
ignores the student’s role as a procurer of
his or her learning.”

Members also discussed same and
similar House language regarding general
education, education excellence and
special education.

Taxes

Discussion restarts

On the first day after the regular
session ended, Tues., May 22, members of
the joint working group on taxes met to
discuss the omnibus tax bill. Chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
and Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka),
the group discussed each body’s philoso-
phy about tax reform and tax relief while
considering a Senate proposal that
incorporated most of the Senate’s philoso-
phy.

Pogemiller said he believes the two
bodies are in substantial agreement on
reform and that the differences are truly a
question of degree. The Senate, he said,
wants to engage in a takeover of general
education costs, but the Senate proposal
could not do so because there was no way
to pay for it without expanding the sales
tax. Pogemiller said class rate compression
and simplification make sense, however
the Senate is not prepared to go as far as
the House and the governor in reducing
the class rates for commercial-industrial
(CI) property. He said the Senate is willing
to reduce Cl rates and the rates on non-
homestead property as well. The Senate
directed most of its property tax relief at
homes valued between $70,000 and
$200,000. There is general agreement on
state takeover of county costs, he said, but
the Senate thinks that assuming part of the
costs of day training makes sense. One
major area of disagreement, he said, is the
House’s approach on rental apartment
property. “We do not support ‘a house is a
house,” Pogemiller said. The House’s
approach reduced the class rate on
apartments to the same level as the class
rate applied to single family houses. Sen.
Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) said, “Mere
change is not reform unless there is an
underlying principle.”

“We believe strongly in ‘a house is a
house,” said Abrams. The House also
believes that CI compression is important,
he said. The Medical Assistance surcharge
repeal is a point the House also believes in
strongly, he said. Abrams said, “We believe
the House bill represents true reform.” We
want dramatic reform, he said. The House,
he said, believes in imposing restraint on
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local units of government with levy limits
and reverse referendums.

Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville) said
the House is concerned about the transfer
of $415 per pupil to the general education
formula. Pogemiller said the provision is a
key part of fundamental reform of the
state’s funding of K-12 education. The
$415 transfer, he said, works hand in hand
with the general education funding
takeover.

Commenting on recent trends in
Greater Minnesota, Rep. Roxann Daggett
(R-Frazee) said compressing class rates for
Cl and apartments will create jobs. There
are no jobs in Greater Minnesota, she said,
because businesses cannot afford the CI tax
rate and cannot find affordable housing for
their workers. In turn, communities are
losing not only workers but families and
students, she said. CI compression, Daggett
said, is an incentive to bringing people to
rural Minnesota. Sen. Don Samuelson

(DFL-Brainerd) said the problem with

reducing the CI class rate is the long-range
effects such a policy will have on low and
moderate valued homes. The Senate’s
focus, he said, is on finding a level playing
field for all Minnesotans.

Commissioner Matt Smith, Depart-
ment of Revenue, said he finds it encour-
aging that both bodies are talking about
the same issues. He said the classification
system seems to be the biggest hangup
between the three parties—the Senate,
House and governor. Smith said business’
share of the property tax is among the
highest in the nation. The state needs to
find a way to bring that share down, he
said. This is not a debate about increasing
someone’s taxes to lower someone else’s
taxes, Smith said. In the context of
abundant tax relief, he said, what is the
distribution of the relief going to be and
what changes to the permanent tax
structure are going to be accomplished are
the issues. Rep. William Kuisle (R-

Rochester) said he considers any tax on

businesses to be a hidden tax on consum-
ers. Doesn’t the governor support shifting
all taxes towards direct, open taxes, he
asked. Smith said a good tax is one where
the tax prices people pay for goods and
services are open to them.

Returning to a discussion of rate
compression for apartment property,
Pogemiller said he was under no illusion
that rate compression will help renters.
Rents will not decrease, he said, and
affordable apartments will not be built in
massive numbers. The ‘a house is a house’
theory is oversold, Pogemiller said, and the
House did not commit any money to
helping fund affordable housing in its
budget bills. McElroy said he is convinced
the market must work. Similar markets
across the country have seen the effects of
reduced taxes on apartments, he said.
McElroy also said that not enough money
can ever be put into affordable housing by
the state. The only way to really create
affordable housing, he said, is to help the

L

Despite weariness as a result of Monday’s marathon floor sessions and the 2001 Legislative Session having officially adjourned,
members of the Tax Conference Committee met Tues., May 23 to continue in their efforts to reach an agreement on the Senate

and House omnibus tax bills.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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market. Abrams said the state has tried
everything except using market forces to
increase the supply of affordable housing.
The state is in a nationwide race to acquire
capital for new housing projects, he said,
but will lose that race if investors are
turned off by the high property tax class
rates on apartments. Pogemiller said the
Senate cut the class rate for apartments by
30 percent. To say a 30 percent reduction
isn’t enough doesn’t fly, he said. McElroy
emphasized that landlords do not pay
property taxes, renters do. Thus, he said,
from a renter’s perspective, a home is a
home. In the long-run, McElroy said, rents
will decrease in the market.

Rest said the Senate is suspicious of
the rate reduction on apartments because
renters will not directly receive the
benefit. [deally, we'd like renters to see
and pay the tax, she said. Pogemiller said
he rejects the national market for capital
argument because developers will build
where there are bodies to fill the rental
units. Abrams said the demand for housing
is only one factor that must be considered.
A lot of areas have a high demand for
housing, but there is a limited supply of
capital, he said. The capital will go where
there is a better profit margin and thus
lower costs, including taxation, Abrams
said. Pogemiller said the renter’s credit
gives the state and renters better bang for
their buck.

Pogemiller also said ‘a house is a
house’ doesn’t work for expensive single
family homes, either. At some level, he
said, a house isn’t a house, it’s a statement.
Abrams challenged Pogemiller’s statement,
asking if Pogemiller intended to craft tax
policy based on economic envy. “I don’t
think a house is a house when my mother’s
house fits in someone else’s garage,”
Pogemiller said.

Addressing the lack of levy limits in
the Senate proposal, Kuisle said the Senate
does not address keeping property taxes
down in any way. “We might as well write
the local units of government a check,” he
said. At least the House plan, he said,
guarantees that homeowners will see tax
relief for two years. Kuisle said the
proposal to shift out-of-home placement
costs to the state does not represent reform
but is just more state spending. Pogemiller
said that both plans must concede that
property taxes will go up again in a
number of years. He objected to levy
limits, saying, “You don’t help people on
the low end by holding down the top.”

Tax discussion continues

Members of the working group on the
tax bill continued to meet Weds., May 23,
when discussion and clarification contin-
ued on a variety of issues raised the day
before. Members also began adopting a
number of provisions that are non-
controversial or are the same in both bills.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
chaired.

Dan Salomone of the Minnesota
Taxpayers Association presented testi-
mony on the influence property taxes have
on home ownership. He said data show
that a state’s rate of tax classification does
not correlate strongly to rates of home
ownership. Pointing to data from a variety
of states, he said that, among states with the
highest levels of home ownership, Minne-
sota is the only one that has a high tax
classification.

Other testimony was given relative to
the percentage of residential properties
that fall under the $200,000 threshold of
the Senate proposal. A representative of
the Auditor’s Office said that 74 percent of
all property in Hennepin County falls
below the threshold, with 84 percent
falling below in the city of Minneapolis.
He added that, based on current assess-
ments, over 1,300 residences in the County
are valued at $1 million or more.
Pogemiller said the number has more than
doubled in the last two years.

Staff members from the House and
Senate spoke on a difference in the sets of
numbers prepared by both bodies to clarify
Pogemiller’s assertion that the House bill
shrinks the commercial-industrial property
share from 30 percent to 24 percent. Staff
said the percentages differ depending on
the extent to which tax creditsand a
statewide assessment are factored in. Rep.
Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka) said the
property tax reform proposal needs to be
considered in light of the overall package.
Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) said she is
not interested in reform that jeopardizes
state universities and local school districts.

On the issue of accountability,
Pogemiller said he does not accept the
argument that a shift in property tax
burden to homeowners will make the
decisions about property taxes more
accountable. He said the shift might
instead create a challenge for local
funding issues such as fire departments.
Pogemiller also suggested that local
government aid (LGA) has been unduly
suppressed. Abrams said LGA has in-

creased faster than the rate of inflation,
and said it is too often used for non-
essential government services. Asan
example, he pointed to an issue of the
Minnesota Monitor as a “piece of trash
being funded with property tax dollars.”
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) said
that the paper uses available resources to
convey political opinions and information
in the same way that private lobbyist
groups do.

After anoon recess, Rest began
moving the adoption of a variety of
provisions. Members adopted sales tax
exemptions for ambulance services and the
inclusion of maple syrup as an agricultural
product for purposes of taxing property. A
provision allowing levies for the operating
costs of a school swimming pool was also
adopted. Members adopted matching
language on electronic filing of tax
payments, but postponed discussion of
related provisions that differ in the two
bills. A number of local development
provisions addressed in both bills were also
adopted. Regarding special taxes, the
panel adopted House language repealing a
lawful gambling report and concurrent
language requiring quarterly payments of
taxes on insurance premiums.

Tour the Capitol on CD-ROM

Senate Media Services hasannounced the
release of “A Building for All...”

Go to the Rotunda, the Governor’s
Reception Room, the Senate Chamber, the
House of Representatives Chamber, the
Supreme Court Chamber, and the Quadriga at
your own pace and in any order you like. Travel
behind the scenes to quarters that are not
normally opened to the public like the House
and Senate Retiring Rooms, the Supreme
Court Justices’ Consultation Room, or the
Governor’s Private Office.

A special section called “Other Neat
Places” takes you to more obscure areas that you
may not see on an in-person visit to the
building like the inner dome, the underground
tunnel system, or the newly restored “Rathskel-
ler” cafeteria.

Brilliantdigital photography captures the
artistic beauty of the building and the profes-
sional voice-over provides background
information and historical perspective on
Minnesota’s State Capitol.

“A Building for All...” can be purchased
for $5 per CD (both PC and Mac versions on
one disc) or borrowed at no cost by contacting

Senate Media Servicesat (651) 296-0264.
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Floor action

Thursday, May 17

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 172-Ranum: Excludes misdemeanor level domestic abuse,
harassment offenses and interference with privacy from the definition of
juvenile petty offense under Juvenile Court Act delinquency provisions for
prosecution purposes. 61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 386-Ranum: Requires the collection and analysis of data, requires
the adoption of policies on racial profiling, and provides for grants to local
law enforcement agencies participating in the racial profiling study for the
installation of video cameras on police vehicles designed to record traffic
stops. 46-18

H.F. 655-Frederickson: Makes technical and substantive changes to
unemployment insurance provisions. 60-0

H.F. 1310-Johnson, Douglas: Gives the state building official final
authority for interpreting the State Building Code and prescribes its
enforcement. 61-0

H.F. 1406-Kiscaden: Provides for maternal death studies. 60-0

Friday, May 18

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 1434-Price: DNR waters bill. Provides for administrative penalty
orders, modifies water appropriation permit provisions, establishes fees and
provides for civil penalties. 59-0

S.F. 1263-Robertson: Changes the expiration dates of various
advisory councils, committees and other multimember entities. 61-0

S.F. 1680-Robertson: Dept. of Admin. housekeeping bill. 60-0

S.F. 321-Kleis: Provides for a background study before appointment
of guardians or conservators, authorizes access to data on substantiated
maltreatment of vulnerable adults and provides for background study
systems and records in the Dept. of Human Services. 62-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

H.F. 873-Kinkel: Provides for tax-forfeited land conveyances, sales,
exchanges and easements. 57-0

S.F. 1968-Samuelson: Sets forth certification requirements for crane
operators. 60-0

S.F. 1394-Kiscaden: Changes child placement provisions. 61-0

S.F. 1154-Kelley, S.P.: Extends the expiration date for the Metro
Radio Board until 2005. 58-0

H.F. 1155-Sams: Regulates action plans of certain health plan
companies, requires an affirmative provider consent to participate in a
network under a category of coverage, requires disclosure of changes in a
provider’s contract, and imposes a moratorium on managed care auto
insurance plans. 59-0

H.F. 1153-Lesewski: Exempts certain building projects from the
requirement to employ an architect and provides for a study, a report to
the Legislature, and an educational program by the Board of Architects,
Engineers, Surveyors, Landscape Architects, Geoscientists, and Interior
Designers relating to the design and construction of local government
buildings. 36-25

H.F. 706-Kelly, R.C.: Classifies Carisoprodol as a controlled
substance upon the effective date of a final rule adding Carisoprodol to the
federal schedules of controlled substances. 58-0

H.F. 1507-Langseth: Clarifies the treatment of legal nonconforming
uses for municipal planning and zoning purposes. 55-0

S.F. 555-Betzold: Modifies procedures relating to administrative rules.

53-3

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 2377-Pogemiller: Adopts legislative and congressional redistrict-
ing plans for use in 2002 and thereafter. 35-28

S.F. 2208-Pogemiller: Updates and makes technical changes to public
finance provisions related to debt obligations, sales and use tax exemp-
tions, county capital financing of equipment and hardware and software and
updates and changes the Minnesota Bond allocation Act. 52-4

H.F. 634-Kelly, R.C.: Provides for payment of claims against the
state. 59-0

H.F. 1182-Frederickson: Modifies requirements for invention
developers. 56-0

H.F. 708-Johnson, Dean: Clarifies exemption from registration taxes
for certain well drilling machines, pump hoists and other equipment and
requires safety inspection of special mobile equipment that is mounted on a
commercial motor vehicle chassis. 57-0

H.F. 2028-Higgins: Modifies provisions relating to environmental
audits and changes the reporting date for the Pollution Control Agency’s
annual performance report. 56-0

H.F. 1973-Terwilliger: Regulatesstate highways in municipalities. 57-0

Bills granted final passage under a suspension of rules.

H.F. 2514-Murphy: Expands the emergency authority of the Board of
Animal Health to eradicate any dangerous, infectious, or communicable
disease affecting domestic animals in the state. 61-0

Saturday, May 19

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

S.F. 1215-Cohen: Department of Human Rights housekeeping
provisions. 61-0

H.F. 2107-Neuville: Specifies student conduct as grounds for
dismissal from class. 58-0

H.F. 2036-Murphy: Permits Goohue County to appointment an
auditor-treasurer. 55-3

H.F. 1487-Lessard: Modifies provisions rendered obsolete by the
electronic licensing and makes other technical changes relating to the Dept.
of Natural Resources. 61-0

S.F. 1561-Hottinger: Revises Uniform Commercial Code Article 9.
61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 829-Murphy: Modifies the filing fees for vehicle transactions and
makes clarifying changes. 36-21

H.F. 1497-Moe, R.D.: Modifies terms for certain lakeshore land
exchanges to include leased farmed wild rice lands, authorizes public and
private sales of state lands in Lake County, authorizes conveyance of
surplus state land in Mower County, authorizes conveyance of consolidated
conservation land in Aitkin County, adds to state forest and adds to and
creates wildlife management areas. 58-0

H.F. 1340-Ourada: Permits the appointment of the Wright County
recorder. 51-7

H.F. 1541-Sabo: Requires a study of rental application fees. 52-7

H.F. 1941-Johnson, David: Clarifies provisions in the job skills
partnership program. 57-2

S.F. 1202-Kelly, R.C.: Retroactively repeals a provision of the
predatory offender registration law and specifies the legislative intent in so
doing. 59-0

H.F. 1892-Chaudhary: Makes technical changes to Dept. of Human
Rights provisions. 54-0
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Floor action

Bills granted final passage under suspension of Rules
H.F. 1569-Rest: Reclassifies certain Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities positions as classified. 39-22

Confirmations

Jeffrey Olson as commissioner of the Dept. of Veterans Affairs.

Thomas Mullon to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Ann Nistler to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Lawrence Gorrell to the Board of the Arts

Russell Sharon to the Board of the Arts

George Sutton to the Board of the Arts

Julien Clark Carter as commissioner of the Dept. of Employee Relations

Thomas Barrett as executive director of the Gambling Control Board

Frank Hornstein to the Metropolitan Council

James Bernstein as commissioner of the Dept. of Public Service and the
Dept. of Commerce

John Baerg to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Teresa Gisch to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Michael Guthrie to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Daniel Hankins to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Jeffrey Schiff to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board
Bruce Sherman to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Cyndy Brucato to the Board on Judicial Standards

Patrick Thiry to the Minnesota Rural Finance Authority

William Thyne to the Minnesota Rural Finance Authority

Gordon Baden to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

MaryLu Brunner to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Violet Wagoner to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Gary Leff to the Board of Animal Health

Robert Anderson to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Steve Haavisto to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Martin Scheerer to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Linda Way to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Marge Anderson to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Marina Lyon to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Miriam Rykken to the Workers’ Compensation Court of Appeals

Lee Himle tothe Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Rebecca Yanisch as commissioner of the Dept. of Trade and Economic
Development

Monday, May 21

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 969-Chaudhary: Extends the attorney general’s and county
attorney’s authority for administrative subpoenas, enables peace officers to
execute search warrants on foreign corporations doing business in
Minnesota to search for electronic evidence and enhances penalties for
dissemination and possession of pornographic work involving minors. 55-0

S.F. 1367-Lourey: Provides for signatures from both affected areas on
a petition to change county boundaries, provides for a special election to
fill vacancies or add members to a county board after the change of county
boundaries and provides a new standard of market value for new counties.
62-0

S.F. 1344-Higgins: Regulates payment of wages and prohibits an
employer or a person, firm, corporation, or association from altering the
method of payment, timing of payment, or procedures for payment of
commissions earned through the last day of employment after the employee
has resigned or been terminated. 62-1

S.F. 1965-Anderson: Repeals obsolete and redundant Dept. of Trade
and Economic Development programs and duties and allows Metropolitan
Area nonprofit development organizations to be eligible for contamination
cleanup grants and metropolitan livable communities fund money. 64-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

S.F. 1752-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. Authorizing on-sale liquor
licenses for various locations. 49-8

S.F. 491-Berglin: Provides patient protections. 62-0

S.F. 1464-Lourey: Dept. of Health housekeeping measure that
modifies provisions for lead poisoning prevention and prohibits pay toilets.
56-1

S.F. 103-Larson: Changes civil penalties for issuing checks that are
dishonored and provides civil remedies for receiving motor fuel from a
motor fuel retail business without paying. 51-14

S.F. 1407-Ring: Dept. of Human Services technical bill. 61-0

S.F. 1541-Oliver: Regulates currency exchanges, real estate brokers,
real property appraisers, subdivided land sales licenses, residential
contractors, notaries public, and collection agencies, modifies continuing
education requirements and regulates fees, costs, duties, rights and
penalties. 60-0

S.F. 229-Ranum: Requires that crime victims be notified of
expungement proceedings and allowed to submit a statement. 60-0

S.F. 1068-Betzold: Omnibus data practices bill. 60-0

S.F. 722-Metzen: Omnibus energy bill. 64-0

S.F. 1495-Murphy: Omnibus agriculture bill. 42-24

H.F. 1310-Johnson, Douglas: Gives the state building offical final
authority in state building code interpretation. 59-1

H.F. 1261-Chaudhary: Omnibus Dept. of Corrections policy bill. 56-
0

H.F. 1406-Kiscaden: Provides for a maternal mortality reviews. 56-0

S.F. 1769-Ourada: Dept. of Transportation housekeeping provisions.
57-0

S.F. 2208-Pogemiller: Updates and making technical changes to
public finance provisions. 60-2

H.F. 1541-Sabo: Requires a study of rental applications fees. 56-0

H.F. 1515-Lourey: Omnibus early childhood and family education.
47-18

S.F. 1507-Knutson: State procurement provisions and ratifies
MnSCU employee agreemetns. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1644-Kelly, R.C.: A resolution memorializing the President
Congress to promptly provide aid to the victims of the January 26
earthquake in India. 57-0

S.F. 2249-Betzold: Revisor’s bill that corrects miscellaneous over-
sights, inconsistencies, ambiguities, unintended results, and technical
errors. 64-0

S.F. 1312-Johnson, Douglas: Directs the Office of Strategic and Long-
range Planning and the Dept. of Administration to recommend ways to
decentralize state agencies and departments. 42-14

S.F. 1054-Scheid: Omnibus insurance provisions. 51-0

S.F. 2328-Kelly, R.C.: A resolution urging the United States
Congress to amend the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act. 52-0

S.F. 793-Tomassoni: Extends the deadline for repayment obligations
for certain solid waste transfer station projects. 58-1

Veto overrides

S.F. 2031-Knutson: Voids and makes unenforceable clauses in public
works contracts waiving, releasing or extinguishing the rights of contractors
to seek recovery of costs or damages or to seek equitable adjustments for
delays, disruptions or acceleration in performing the contract caused by
acts of the legally responsible public entity and defines public works
contract. 63-1

S.F. 1821-Murphy: Modifies provisions regulating utility facilities in
railroad rights-of-way. 62-2
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