





Committee update

vendors out of the market,” he added.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) opposed
the amendment, and said the assessment
may not be neutral. Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Paul) called the amendment
“undemocratic” and said it “requires more
hoops to jump through” to enact health
care legislation. Hottinger responded,
saying “it doesn’t seem unreasonable to
determine the cost to consumers of the
proposal,” and added it will make the
Legislature exercise some discipline before
making changes to health care insurance
regulations. Anderson successfully offered
an amendment to the amendment making
the assessment optional. The Hottinger
amendment was then adopted on a 31-25
roll call vote.

Another amendment, offered by Sen.
James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul),
prohibits insurance companies from
requiring their own agents to sell a
minimal proportion of life or health
insurance relative to other types of
insurance. Metzen said a similar provision
was passed a few years ago for indepen-
dent insurance agents. The amendment
was adopted, and the bill passed 57-0.

Earlier, the Senate considered H.F.
2369. The measure, sponsored by Metzen,
makes changes to the consumer credit
laws. Metzen offered an amendment with
a provision that allows automobile dealers
to not sign a sales contract, when a buyer
has signed the contract, at the time the
sale is negotiated. Anderson moved to
remove that provision from the amend-
ment. In support of Anderson’s motion,
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
asked,“who would sign a contract and
walk away without a copy signed by the
other party?” Anderson’s motion failed
on a voice vote and Metzen’s amendment
was adopted. The bill was given final
passage on a 60-1 roll call vote.

The Senate also considered H.F. 2588,
sponsored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-
Dakota). The measure provides a process
for funding the clean up of landfills by
reaching settlements with the insurers of
landfill operators. Morse said the three
goals of the bill were to clean up contami-
nated sites, stop the litigation to deter-
mine the liability for the contamination,
and provide a continued funding stream
for the cleanup efforts.

Anderson offered an amendment
providing an exception to the bond
posting requirement when injunctive
relief is sought to stop a development
project. The exception only applies when
the development project is a public

improvement. Sen. Dennis Frederickson
(R-New Ulm) questioned whether the
amendment was germane. Senate
President Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) ruled
it was not. The bill passed 60 -0.

Monday, March 18

Transportation bill okayed

The Senate granted final passage Mon,
Mar. 19, to H.F. 1404, a transportation
measure sponsored by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon). The bill,
containing an amendment to raise the
speed limit, was far reaching in scope.

An amendment was offered by Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington) allowing a
motor carrier to specify that a physical
examination certificate necessary for
employment as a driver be issued by a
specific health care provider. Providers
may include a doctor of medicine, doctor
of osteopathy, doctor of chiropractic, or
advanced practice nurse duly licensed in
Minnesota. Several Senators challenged
the germaness of the amendment, stating
that the bill does not deal with the scope
of practice for medical professionals.

Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said
that H.F. 1404 is a housekeeping bill,
making the amendment “entirely appro-
priate.” The choice of providers is a
matter of consumer choice, Pappas said.
Truck drivers may want to use as chiro-
practors as their primary physician, as
current law provides chiropractors with
the right to sign life and death certificates,
she said. Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
said the potential harm lies with the
public. If a truck driver has a disease that
is beyond scope of chiropractic examina-
tion, such as diabetes or heart disease, the
situation may create a public risk, said
Betzold. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester) said if the Senate adopts the
amendment, “we are giving permission in
a transportation bill for the diagnosis of
health related problems that have not
gone through health channels.” The
Riveness amendment prevailed on a 36-
24 vote.

Sen. Terry Johnston (R-Prior Lake)
offered an amendment to the transporta-
tion bill that prohibits the Department of
Transportation from issuing a driver’s
license to anyone who is under the age of
18 years unless the person has applied for,
been issued, and possessed the appropriate
instruction permit for a minimum of six
months. The Johnston amendment was
adopted.

Next, Senators took up debate on S.F.

2419, a bill, sponsored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton) clarifying a
mandate for certain utilities to generate
electric power using biomass fuel. The
bill makes changes in definitions of
agricultural biomass, the purposeful
growing of agricultural crops for the
production of energy. Sen. Bob Lessard
{DFL-Int’l. Falls) offered an amendment
to include peat as a biomass fuel source.
The amendment failed.

Sen. Novak offered an amendment
requiring biomass fuel be fired in an
electric generating facility located within
200 miles of the site of the biomass
production. The amendment also allows
a biomass project to use as an interim fuel
agricultural waste and other biomass for
up to six years, provided the project
developer demonstrates the project will
use farm grown biomass as its regular fuel
after the interim period, and that the fuel
meets the location requirements.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
offered an amendment deleting the
provision requiring an interim time
period. Additionally, the amendment
supports a policy allowing extra fuel
needed for a biomass facility to come from
outside 200 miles of the site. Novak’s
amendment would exclude two facilities,
making the process too inflexible, said
Hottinger. “The amendment excludes
viable projects when we should be
building flexibility and innovation into
the system. To exclude a Minnesota
based program from using another fuel
while getting established is building a
fence,” said Hottinger.

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar) said if
Senators defeat the Hottinger amend-
ment, they will help Minnesota farmers.
The Hottinger amendment to the Novak
amendment failed 23 - 39. The Novak
amendment was adopted and H.F. 2419
was granted final passage.

Tuesday, March 19

Senate approves wage bill

Businesses that receive subsidies from
state or local governments could be
subject to a higher “minimum wage” for
new workers under a bill that won Senate
approval Tues. evening, Mar. 19.

S.F. 1997 requires companies getting
economic development grants to pay
workers hired as a result of the assistance
at least $7.28 an hour, defined in the bill
as a “poverty level wage.” Bill sponsor,
Sen. John Hottinger {DFL-Mankato), said
the amount equals the federal poverty
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level for a family of four, and can include
the cost of health and other benefits.
“We subsidize the creation of businesses,”
he said, “and we should make sure we get
something in return.” He said the bill
insures “corporate accountability” by
guaranteeing firms getting loans, grants, or
tax increment financing pay a high
enough salary to new workers so they
don’t require welfare or other taxpayer-
funded benefits.

Hottinger said the measure includes
numerous exemptions to the wage
requirement, in response to objections to
similar legislation in the past. He said
many small businesses are exempt, as are
some non-profits, and companies that
place employees on training programs.

He said other exemptions include
employers receiving less than $25,000 in
government subsidies, and businesses that
might otherwise accept a relocation offer
from another state.

Senators had over-three hours of
debate. Sen. Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina)
said the bill sends the wrong message
about the business economy because good,
high-paying jobs come from a minimum of
government interference. He also urged
bill supporters to “tone down the rhetoric
against the business community.” Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) responded that
there is “nothing wrong with making
constructive comments about business” in
an effort to encourage the creation of
high-paying jobs.

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar) said
the bill simply isn’t needed. He said
Minnesota must “improve it’s reputation
as a job creator and job retainer” and that
the legislation “gives us the reputation as
a socialist haven.” Sen. Kevin Chandler
(DFL-White Bear Lake) countered, “If
businesses don’t want government to
mandate wages,” he said, “they shouldn’t
come to government with their hands
out.”

Sen. Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines)
called the bill’s intention good, but added
it stifles economic development. She said
it is fiction that there are problems with
wages in Minnesota --she said the middle
class is shrinking because many of it’s
members are moving to a higher wage
bracket. Runbeck said low incomes are a
function of age and generation. Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) said
“Taxpayers have a right to demand living
wages, not entry-level jobs in return for
money used for grants or loans.”

The Senate approved an amendment to
the bill, offered by Hottinger, that he said

makes the wage provision more flexible by
making sure there are opportunities to
create jobs under unique circumstances.
He said the additional language clarifies
how the provisions apply to non-profits
and small businesses; adds additional
exemptions, including Minnesota Invest-
ment Fund money under some circum-
stances; and gives local governments more
leeway in how they can use money to
encourage economic development.

Members rejected, on a 22-39 roll call
vote, an amendment offered by Runbeck
to delete a section of the bill that requests
the Legislative Auditor conduct a study to
examine the economic impact of low-
paying jobs in Minnesota, and the role of
state government in increasing wages to a
livable level. Runbeck said the study is
not needed, while Sen. John Marty (DFL-
Roseville) called it “one of the most
important parts of the bill” because it will
indicate how many full time employees
receive subsidies for health care and other
needs.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
proposed an amendment to increase the
wage requirement from 100 percent to
125 percent of the federal poverty level
for a family of four. Hottinger resisted
the change, saying he wants to pass a
reasonable bill, and the amendment
throws the balance of the bill out the
window. The amendment failed on a
voice vote.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall)
sponsored an amendment that changes
the phrase “poverty level wage” in the bill
to “state mandated wage.” Her amend-
ment was turned back on a 22-38 roll call
vote.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
urged passage of the bill, saying “We are
facing the decline of the American
dream-- we’re facing downward mobility.”
She continued, “People are not going to
be able to maintain the standard of living
of their parents.” Neuville called the
legislation’s intent noble, but added,
“There are many good and legitimate
employers who pay less than $7.28 an
hour.” The bill passed by a 39 to 23
margin.

Thursday, March 21

Supplemental bill approved

One of the highlights of the Senate’s
Thurs. afternoon, Mar. 21, floor session
was passage of S.F. 2849, the Conference
Committee report on the higher educa-
tion supplemental funding bill.

Bill sponsor, Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-
Thief River Falls), said the Senate and the
other chamber both passed bills appropri-
ating close to $10 million, but the
committee “had the luxury of having
some additional money available,” so the
report contains $16 million in spending.
Stumpf, who chairs the Higher Education
Division, said most of the additional
money goes for the University of Minne-
sota Academic Health Center, bringing
the center’s total appropriation to $6.6
million. Also included in the university’s
$9 million total appropriation are $2
million for information technology and
$400,000 for a joint distance learning
project with Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities (MnSCU).

MnSCU also receives $400,000 for the
joint project, as part of the system’s $5.3
million in supplemental spending. Other
items funded are: an electronic academy,
$4.52 million; an applied research center
in Bemidji, $50,000; and computer
hardware for a farm management program,
$150,000.

The bill appropriates $1.7 million to
the Higher Education Service Office
(HESO). Included in the amount is
$50,000 for a public law loan program, an
item not included in the original Senate
bill.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) questioned language in the bill
outlining an agreement between the
University of Minnesota Hospitals and
Clinics and Fairview hospital and health
care services. -Under the agreement,
Fairview pays the university $500,000
each month. Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-
Brainerd) responded that the payment is
“almost a paper transfer” permitted under
federal law, without which Minnesota
could face a substantial loss of federal
Medicare funds. He said all parties agree
to the language, and other states have
similar arrangements. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) said the provision “protects
the taxpayers of Minnesota,” but Merriam
called it a “gimmick that enables us to get
more federal money.”

The Conference Committee report was
approved on a 56 to 5 vote.
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Floor action

Bills taken from the table and granted final passage Friday, March 15
S.F. 2134-Betzold: Expands the criminal penalty for fleeing a peace officer to include the forfeiture of motor vehicles used in the

offense and provides a penalty. 51-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Friday, March 15

HL.F. 2588-Morse: Provides a process for resolving state claims for landfill cleanup costs and associated damages with insurers and
authorizes an action by the state for recovery from insurers after a reasonable opportunity for settlement. 60-0

H.F. 2369-Metzen: Regulates consumer credit, modifies rates, fees, and other terms and conditions, provides clarifying and technical
changes, provides opportunities for state banks to develop their Minnesota markets through broader intrastate branching,
regulates the use of credit cards by institutions, modifies interest rates, fee and other terms and conditions governing the use of
credit cards and provides technical corrections. 60-1

S.F. 1980-Hottinger: Regulates insurance coverages, modifies agent cancellations or terminations, provides filing requirements for
domestic insurers, regulates disclosures and policy and contract provisions, provides for the operation and administration of the
medical malpractice joint underwriting association and the Minnesota Joint Underwriting Associations, regulates policy
cancellations or termination and claims practices, regulates information handling practices, and establishes solvency
requirements. 57-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Monday, March 18

H.F. 3273-Riveness: Capital budget bill, provides for spending to acquire and to better public land and buildings and other public
improvements of a capital nature and authorizes the issuance of bonds.

H.F. 24419-Novak: Clarifies the mandate for utilities to generate electric power using biomass fuel. 54-9

H.F. 1404-Langseth: Allows the commissioner of transportation to act as agent to accept federal money for nonpublic organizations
for transportation purposes, increases the maximum speed limit on Metro Area freeways, increases the maximum lump sum
utility adjustment amount allowed for relocating a utility facility, eliminates percentage limit for funding transportation research
project and provides for federal research funds and research partnerships, allows counties more authority in disbursing state-aid
highway funds, exempts charter buses from requirements of truck weight enforcement operations, regulates erection of highway
signs identifying the entrance into a municipality, and makes technical corrections. 46-18

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Tuesday, March 19

S.F. 2376-Laidig: Modifies provisions for the establishment of boundary lines for state lands, modifies provisions relating to the sale
of trust lands, authorizing the commissioner of natural resources to pay specific outstanding real estate taxes and assessments,
authorizes the commissioner of natural resources to transfer improvements on state owned land, authorizes the commissioner to
sell certain land and authorizes the private sale of specific land. 59-0

S.F. 2686-Kelly: Allows police testimony on information from confidential informants in forcible entry and unlawful detainer
actions. 59-0

H.F. 2163-Vickerman: Prescribes conditions for granting medical waivers to truck drivers, exempts drivers transporting agricultural
items from certain federal regulations, and allows electronic filing of financial responsibility forms. 61-0

HL.F. 2125-Frederickson: Authorizes the Pollution Control Agency to grant a variance from a specific rule. 60-0

H.F. 2841-Novak: Modifies provisions regarding minimum wages, increases penalties, modifies employer liability provisions and
changes inclusions in earning statements. 60-0

S.F. 1997-Hottinger: Requires some businesses with state or local financial assistance to pay at least a poverty level wage. 39-23

S.F. 1824-Laidig: Requires suspension of a driver's license for a person charged with fleeing a police officer in a motor vehicle and
requires revocation after conviction of that offense. 58-0

H.F. 66-Solon: Establishes the Board of Licensed Professional Counseling, requires professional counselors to be licensed, requires
certain actions against occupational therapists to be commenced within two years, provides exceptions from x-ray operation
examination requitements, requires rulemaking and provides penalties. 42-13

H.F. 14-Berglin: A resolution urging the United Nations to admit the Republic of China as a full member. 52-10.

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Tuesday, March 19
H.F. 2625-Samuelson: Expands the public utilities commission of the city of Baxter from three to five members. 52-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage Tuesday, March 19
S.F. 1086-Johnson, D.].: Prohibits lobbying by a principal campaign committee or political party committee that issues refund
receipt forms. 39-16

Bills granted concurrence and repassage Wednesday, March 20

S.F. 2342-Vickerman: Provides for the deregulation of motor carriers of property, establishes a carrier registration system, allows
relief from safety regulations during declared emergency, creates exemptions from certain workplace drug and alcohol testing,
requires alcohol testing, and changes the definition of warehouse operator. 51-0

S.F. 2275-Reichgott Junge: Requiring a victim’s account of domestic assault or harassment to be considered in determining an
arrested person’s release, requires notice to law enforcement agencies, battered women’s programs and sexual assault programs of
release of arrested persons and requires notice of bail hearings to victims of domestic assault and harassment. 56-0




~Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Wednesday, March 20

HF. 2321-Marty: Prohibits the Metropolitan Airports Commission from providing free parking. 53-0

HLF. 2330-Kleis: Requests the St. Cloud Area Planning Organization to assess and report on the land use planning and coordinating
issues of the region. 40-14

S.F. 2194-Flynn: Includes the Metropolitan Council and its agencies employees in a definition of employee and allows the
Metropolitan Council to determine an allocation method for wastewater services. 56-0

S.F. 2857-Cohen: Omnibus state departments supplemental appropriations. 48-7

S.F. 1981-Hottinger: Regulates the enforcement powers of the commissioner of commerce and clarifies the definition of
nonconformity in respect of hearing aids. 54-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Wednesday, March 20

HL.F. 2493-Morse: Modifies provisions of various local pension plans and makes miscellaneous benefit and administrative changes. 54-0

H.F. 1922-Morse: Authorizes cities to establish a municipal involvement process for certain trunk highway construction or recon-
struction projects, provides for appointment of task forces for those projects and prescribes the powers of the task forces. 52-4

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Thursday, March 21

S.F. 2104-Stevens: Delays a requirement for lead-free markings for road pavement and modifies requirements telating to toxics in
products. 36-23

HLF. 2385-Reichgott Junge: Establishes an evidentiary privilege for persons who preside at alternative dispute resolution
proceedings. 57-0

S.F. 2127-Samuelson: Changes provisions related to the deaf and hard-of-hearing services division of the Dept. of Human Services. 58-0

H.F. 220-Pogemiller: Requires certain special primaries and elections to be conducted by mail. 34-28

Bills granted concurrence and repassage Thursday, March 21
S.F. 2503-Price: Recodifies, modifies and expands provisions relating to the regulation and management of harmful exotic species
and authorizes rulemaking. 58-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Thursday, March 21

- "H.F. 697-Solon: Permits the sale of long term care insurance policies with longer waiting periods and provides for disclosure. 56-1

8.F. 1996-Kelly: Provides for the establishment of visitation dispute resolution programs, requires specificity in visitation orders, and
imposes penalties. 58-0

S.F. 2849-Stumpf: Higher education supplemental appropriations bill. 56-5

S.F. 2167-Morse: Environment and natural resources supplemental appropriations bill. 54-5
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Session adjourns B

The Minnesota Senate adjourned for
the year, upon the motion of retiring Sen.
Gene Merriam, at 2: 15 p.m. Weds., Apr. -
2." Prior to adjournment, members took
action on the final two bills of the 1996
legislative session. ’

Senators approved a bill, H.F. 2102,
containing many of the provisions
contained in the omnibus tax bill.
Negotiations in the tax conference
committee had broken down and the .
other body sent the measure to the Senate
just before adjourning for the year. Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), chief
sponsor of the Senate companion bill, said
he was disappointed the other body had
refused to vote on the property tax freeze
and had sent the Senate a bill lacking -
many of the key provisions of the bills in
the conference committee. “The tax
freeze is not in this bill and property tax
Jeform is not in here,” Hottinger said.
However, Hottinger added, “The bill does
contain what is necessary for this year;
the things that are important to the
department. I am urging you to vote yes
because it is the responsible thing to do.”
Sen. William Belanger (R-Bloomington)
also expressed disappointment at the lack
of results by the conference committee
but urged support of the bill, “ We have a
responsibility to our colleagues and our
constituents to do the best that we can; I
urge support of this bill. The measure was.
given final passage on a yote of 49-14.

Earlier, members reconsidered a vote
sending a bill making changes to waste
management laws to conference commit-
tee. Senators had previously found
amendments made by the othier body to
the bill, S.F. 1861, unacceptable. The"
measure, sponsored by Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch), was then repassed
by the Senate on a vote of 39-23.

After formal adjournment, Senators
acknowledged five retiring members. Sen.
Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake),
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington),
Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) and Sen..
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) were
R/lll honored for their years of service in the

-Minnesota Senate.

Bonding, recall bills passed
Conference committee reports contain-
ing bills to provide for $522 million in

bonding, to stop the dual track planning.
process for the Twin Cities International
Aitport and to provide for the recall of
elected officials were adopted and ‘
repassed in the wee houts of the morning
Weds., Apr. 3, as the 1996 legislative
session drew to a close. Senators delayed
debare on a tax proposal sent over from
the other body until later in the day.

‘The bonding proposal, one of the key
items of the session, contains $522
million in allocations for capital improve-
ments and asset preservation throughout
the state. Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-
Bloomington), explained the various
provisions of the measure. Riveness said,
“We struck a good balance between -
preserving our assets and new construc-
tion, a balance in terms of geography, in
terms of projects for education and for the
environment.” ’

Included in the measure, H. F. 3273, are
allocations of $94 million for Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU),
$94 million for the University of Minne-
sota, $17.5 million for wastewater
infrastructure program projects, $89
million for a new 800 bed close-custody
correctional facility, $49.6 million fora
variety of transportation projects, $3.5
million for Head Start or other eatly
childhood learning programs, crisis
nurseries or child visitation centers, $10
million for the Lake Superior Center, $30
million for the Science Museum of
Minnesota and $12 million for the
Minneapolis Convention Center. ' ‘
Riveness said the measure also contains a
direct appropriation of $5 million for a
training facility to be operated jointly by
MnSCU and the Ford Motor Company.

- Discussion centered on questions from
various Senators about differences
between the conference committée
version of the bill and the version of the
bill as it left the Senate. '

Sen. Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater) spoke
in support of the measure. Laidig, who
was a member of the conference commit-
tee, argued that the Senate conferees
succeeded in providing for the highest
priorities in capital asset preservation and
construction. '

The measure was approved 62-3.
Senators also granted final approval to
the conference committee report prohibit-

ing the construction of a new airport in
Dakota County. H.F. 3012, sponsored by

March 29 and April 5, 1996

Sen. Ted Mondale ends the “dual track -
planning process” and provides for
implementation of the Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport year 2010
long-term comprehensive plan. Mondale
said that the conference committee made
a good bill better and acknowledges that
while we don’t need a'new airport at this
time, we must continue to monitor the
area’s airport needs. The measure was
repassed 56-9, with little debate.

The conference committee reporton a -
bill proposing an amendment to the
constitution to allow for the recall of
elected officials touched off heated
debate. H.F. 343, authored by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
places the question on the ballot for the
1996 election and outlines the procedure -
for initiating recall. ’ s

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
argued against adopting the conference
committee report. “The hurdles to recall
are even higher than when this bill left ..
the Senate; this is not public recall, this is
not public involvement,” Knutson said.
Reichgott Junge countered that the bill
provides protections against frivolous
recall. “I believe this bill pfovides a good .
balance and that it offers a valuable tool
to the public,” said Reichgott Junge. - -~

The conference report was adopted and
the bill was repassed 34-30.

Two additional conference committee
reports were adopted and repassed. H.F.
219, authored by Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd), contains the MN]Jobs
provisions for welfare reform. Samuelson
said that the changes made by the
conference committee were mostly
technical in nature and did not substan-
tially alter the Senate position on the bill.
The measure was repassed 58-6. The
conference committee report on changes
to the wetlands act, discussed earlier in
the evening, was also adopted and
repassed 63-2.

Subscription renewal :

The last page of this edition of Briefly
contains a subscription renewal for the
Senate Publications Office mailing list. If
you wish to continue receiving publica-
tions next session, please take a few
moments to look over the form, make the
necessary changes and return the form to
the genate Publications Office by May 1,
1996.




Committee update

Environment and Natural
Resources

Prairie Island bill heard"‘., s e

' -peace to Southeastern Minnesota.”
" Mortis also said his group is opposed to

At the Fri., Mar. 22, meeting of the.
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-
New Brighton) offered an amendment to
a bill concerning the storage of nuclear
waste at Northern States Power’s Prairie
Island facility that he said'would “bring -
peace to Southeastern Minnesota.” :

Novak said the proposal, an amend-
ment to S.F. 2495, contains a number of
provisions, including:a repeal of the 1994
requirement that NSP seek an alternative
dry cask storage site within Goodhue -
County. The amendment also includes
payments to-the Mdewakanton Dakota ..
Sioux Tribal Council of Prairie Island
from two sources: $8 million from the
state , and, from NSP, $2 million initially
and a schedule of future payments totaling
$17 in lieu of property taxes, Novak
explained. . :

Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch) said that representatives of NSP

had evaluated the cost of completing the -

alternative site search at $18 million to
$20 million. She asked why NSP-wasn’t
payingat least half of that amount to the
Prairie Island community.

Tom Weaver, Public Affairs Birector .

for NSP, said-the utility is opposed to any
payment requirement larger than $2
million. Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-
Chokio) said-he was concerned about. who
would ultimately pay any additional -
amounts. “NSP won’t pay-- it'll be the
rate payers,” Berg said. - . .. -
Alan Childs, Sr., of the Prairie Island
tribal community, cited the compensation
paid to the residents of Love Canal, New -
York, as a similar example. Childs said
the community would use the money to .
buy land for relocation. g :
Novak defended:the proposal as being a:
product of a “political consensus” and -
hoped it would end the “controversey.
swirling around this issue.” Committee
Chair Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls) .-

announced the hearing would continue. R

Prairie Island bill continued

The Environment and Natural Re-
sources Committee continued its discus-
sion on the Prairie Island nuclear waste
storage issue at a. Tues., Mar. 26, meeting.
Before the commiittee was an amendmient
to S.F, 2495 that proposed an $8 million
paymient to the Mdewakantor Dakota
Sioux Tribal Council of Prairie Island,
and the elimination of a 1994 require- * ‘,
ment that Northern States Power (NSP)-
look for an alternative nuclear waste =
storage site within Goodhue County.

Bill Mortis, of the Down River Alli-
ance, testified against the alternative

storage site development elimination. In
contrast to the comments of bill sponsor
Senr. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
Morris said the proposal “would not bring

storage of nuclear waste on the Mississippi
River because it makes people living
downstream feel “politically expendable.”
Kristen Eide Tollefson, a resident of
Florence Township in Goodhue County
where the alternative storage location is

proposed, favored the site search elimina-

tion. She said Florence Township will

consider seceeding from Goodhue County’

if the storage site development proceeds.
Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista) was
concerned about other consequences of a
new storage site. She asked, “If the =
Nuclear Regulatory Commission approves
the new site, would that make Minnesota
a magnet for nuclear waste from other
sources?” ' T

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) offered an :

amendment raising the:limit of the
number of casks that may be stored at
Prairie Island from 17 to,25. Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North 'Branch) spoke
against the increase saying it could also ™
lead to Minnesota becoming a nuclear
waste magnet. The amendment failed on
a voice. vote. , .

" Discussion then turned to the $8
million appropriation. Sen. Charles Berg .
(DFL-Chokio) questioned why the state
was paying such a large amount when ° ‘
NSP only services one-third of the state.
Novak said that NSP has 1.2 million
customers which ‘is more than half the
state. Novak also said that many legisla-
tots on both sides of the issue consider it
to be a statewide problem. .

Sen. Gene Métriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) said that the proposal differs from
the previous vetsion of the the bill by
shifting the payment from NSP to the
taxpayers. Novak defended the state
approptiation by saying it was a political
solution to the issue. Novak said the
amendment also differs from the earlier
version by not extending the life of the ‘
Prairie Island plant, by compensating the -
tribe, and by ending the altefnative
storage site search. =

Novak then offered an amendment to
his amendment that decreased the state
appropriation to $4 million and increased
NSP’s payment to $6 million. Merriam
then moved to amend the amendment so
that NSP would pay the entire $10
million.. Merriam’s motion passed 11-5 on
a roll call vote. o _

Discussion then focused on a provision
that makes the entire amendment non-
severable. S Merriam asked, “If NSP
successfully challenged the payment
requirement in court, would the alterna-
tive storage site search elimination still
stand?” Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.

Paul) attempted to prepare an amend-
ment to address the issue, but realized it
would take longer than time allowed.

Committee Chair Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l.

‘Falls) then moved to lie the bill over.

The motion was successful.
Finance

Bill aids hospital workers -

The Finance Committee approveda
measure Weds., Mar. 27, désigned to help
workers affected by the proposed integra-
tion of the University of Minnesota
hospital and clihics and Fairview hospital

and health care services. - ;

S. F. 2175 appropriates $1.8 million, an
amount to be matched by the University,
to maintain health and education benefits
for University employees who become
new employees at Fairview or anew'entity.

Under the integration plan, the -
University sells the hospital and parking
lot to Fairview for $90 million. The -
University makesa permanent $20 .
million cash investment ini Fairview and
makes available an additional $20 million
for four years, Hospital officials estimate -
from 600 to 800 of the existing staff of
4,000 employees may lose their jobs: "
Those workers would receive severance
pay, and be eligible for assistance under
the state’s dislocated workers program.

The bill also has language intended to '
insure University hospital employees
receive retirement benefits that reflect’
contributions made prior to the joint
agreement. o

Bill sponsor, Sen. James Metzen (DFL-
South'St. Paul), said the package includes
transitional money to help employees’
while the merger takes place. He said the
provisions were drawn up after months of
negotiations among hospital officials,
unions, and other interested parties.
Commiittee Chair, Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), commented-it's
“real easy to get parties together, as long
as someone else is going to pay.” He said
he'is concerned the bill, which requires
Fairview to apply for grants to provide - v
training or retraining to employees at risk
of becoming dislocated workers as a result
of the agreement, could kill the deal.

Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls)'said *
the matching fund requirement could lead
to higher tuition at the University. Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn) said the
Senate should be doing more to help”
those who will lose their jobs, not those *
who will retain their jobs. Sen. Catl =
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) agreed, saying the
“first order of business is to get those who
lose their jobs back to work.” He ques- | |
tioned the need for taxpayer funding,
saying the University will see additional
revenue from payroll reductions and the
sale of assets. Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-
North Branch) said workers, not large

)



institutions are helped by the bill, whrch
}he called worth:the money. -

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL- Thref Rrver =

Falls) said the bill will lead to employees -
working side by side with different .
benefits, something he called a ripe

environment for an unhappy association. -

He offered an amendment that:limits the
time ‘the transferred workers receive:

education and health benefits under the

bill. Metzen said he objects strongly to
restrictions that limit the University’s
flexibility in using the money, After -
lengthy debate, the amendment was
defeated. The bill was approved and sent’
to-the full Senate.' i -

Another bill sponsored by Metzen wori -

committee approval. S.F. 530 proposes an
amendment to the Minnesota Constitu-

tion permitting the payment of a mon- - .

etary bonus to veterans of the Persian - -
Gulf War. The question would be-on the
1996 general election ballot.; Metzen said
the bonus is‘offered in fecognition and. -
appreciation of those who were separated
from their families and underwent.
hardship during the war. He noted’
veterans of other wars have been.granted
benefits as a result of their military
service. The measure includes no
appropriation; that would be determined
by the Legislature if and when voters

Japprove the amendment. ‘The bill was re-*
reterred to the Rules and Admmrstratron

Committee. :
The committee approved a measure
that reduces the property tax recognition

shift, an accounting practice under which

the state requires:school districts to factor
future revenues into their budgets.
Merriam said the bill is the resultof a -

negotlated agreement between leadership-:

in both chambets and the governor. ‘The.
proposal increases-the'state’s budget ::
reserve to $270 million and reduces the :
tax shift by $682 million, or 85 percent,:
over the next two years. The'bill includes

a Senate recommendation to protect the -

budget reserve should the November
budget forecast decline, and creates a
school account if the November budget
forecast is favorable. -~

The proposal was sent to the Senate
floor for: mtroductron

Thursday, March 21
Lead paint ban lifted

A ban on the manufacture and dlstrrbu—
tion of lead paint is lifted, under a bill
approved on the Senate floor Thurs Mar.
21.

) The ban was slated to go into effect in

1999, But a delete-all amendment to S.F. -
2104, offered by author Sen. Dan Stevens-
(R- Mora), requires instead a report from -

businesses manufacturing paint, ink or
fungicide containing lead, mercury,
cadmium or chromium. The businesses

must report on the “technical and
economic feasibility” of removing toxic
metals from the product’s manufacture.
The commissioner of the Pollution
Control Agency will use thé reports to
make a recommendation to the Legisla-
ture by Dec. 1, 1996, whether to ban .-
products containing toxic metals:

Stevens sponsored the bill in tesponse
to complaints from Mn-DOT, he said. -
The department had not been able to fmd
a lead-free yellow paint durable and bright
enough for road-striping. Originally, S.F. -
2104 delayed the ban for road- markmg
paintuntil July, 1998.

Sen: Jane Ranum:(DFL-Mpls.) said
Stevens’s amendment would damage -
Minnesota’s progressive ban-against
products containing toxic metals. Inner- -
city residents, Ranum said; are threatened
by lead paint in bulldmgs as well as on
freeways. “By ]ust going to reportmg, we
are retreating,” she said.

--Sen. Linda:Berglin (DFL- Mpls ) sard a
great dealof evidence shows that lead
poisoning is'more frequent next to:
freeways, and Sen. Steveni Morse (DEL--.
Dakota) said the toxin-ban protects
Minnesota’s fishing lakes, many of which
contain high levels of mercu

But Sen. Charles Berg (DFL- Chokro)
supported Stevens, saying that it’s already
difficult for driver’s to see road striping
already in:certain weather conditions.

Steven’s delete-all amendment was -
approved:34-25; the bill then passed 36-23.

The Senate also approved H.F. 2385,
authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott ]unge
(DFL-New Hope), a bill prohibiting
mediators from being compelled to testify.
in court over proceedings during media-
tion or arbitration. But a mediator may, .
under the bill, be forced to testify about
conduct that constituted a crime or
professronal misconduct. The vote was 57-0

Supplemental budgets pass

In other action at the Thurs., Mar. 21,
floor session, the Senateé gave fmal
approval to two conference commiittee
supplemental budget reports. -

-S.F. 2849 contains $16 million: in:
spending for higher education. Sponsor,
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief Rivet
Falls), said the Senate and the other -
chamber both passed bills appropriating -
close to $10 million, but the conferees
had the “luxury of havrng some addmonal
money available.”

* Stumpf, who chairs the Higher Educa—
tion Division, outlined the spending in
the corniference report. ‘Over half the
amount -~ $9 million-- goes to the
University of Minnesota.: Most of that
amount’--$8.6 million-- is earmarked for
the Academic Health Center, which -
iricludes funding for information technol-
ogy, rural health care, and re-engineering.

Four-hundred thousand dollars, $100,000

under the Senate amount, gOes to start a .
joint distance learning project with
Minnesota State Colleges and Umversr—
ties (MnSCU).

MnSCU also receives $400,000 for the
project. The rest-of MnSCU’s $5.3
million ini supplemental spending includes
$50,000, equal to the original Senate
appropriation.- for an applied research
center in Bemidji; $4.5 million --above
the original amount-- for an electronic
academy; $150,000, similar to the Senate :
bill, for computer hardware for a farm
management program; and $175,000 for a
work skills upgtade program. The skills
program was not funded in the original-
Senate bill. Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus
Falls), who served on the conference -
committee, said conferees put the item in.
the bill because “as many businesses
downsize, we think it is important to have
a program like this. It will offer residents
of our state greater opportunities for
continued employment.”

The supplemental bill includes $1 7
million for the Higher Education Service
Office (HESO). The total, below the
$2.17 niillion in the Senate bill, includes -
$1.5 million for student fmancral aid,
$150,000 for an online library mformatron
system, and $50,000 for a public law loan
program. Theé Senate bill did not fund the
loan program.

The higher education spending bill
passed the full Senate on a 56-5 vote.

The Senate gave final passage to S.F.:-
2167, the conference committee report on
supplemental agriculture, environment;- -
and natural resources appropriations.
Sponsor, Sen. Steven Morse (DEL-. .
Dakota), said there are “not too many
significant changes” in the report from the
measure approved by the Senate. He said:
it increases spending in the future . '
resources fund by $500, 000 due to
increased revenues.. i

Included in the $10.5 million package
are money for pollution control, natiral
resources, the Board of Water and Soil,
environmental assistance;and the .
Environmental Quality Board. Prolects ‘
funded include urban pest management,
$75,000; turf grass research, $50,000; and
a study- of deformed frogs, $151 000...
Money also'goes to state parks, $1 million;
landfill insurance negotiations, $456,000; :
disaster relief, $240,000; and an off—road
vehicle park, $1 3 million.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R—New
Ulm) questioned a $200,000 expenditure -
for alfalfa research, an item not included
in the Senate bill. Morse said the
committee heard testimony on the matter
and considers it a-worthy project. ‘He .
added that the state funding will be
matched by the federal government.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) said he is -
disappointed the conferees included
$20,000 for the Minnesota Dairy Produc-




Floor action

ers Board. “I had hoped it would be
dropped,” he said, “many people think it’s
a waste of money.” He said the make-up
of the board is “not well-balanced.”
Morse said the idea of the board “wasn’t
to represent big producers and big ,
marketers, rather the people on the farm.”

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) said
he is pleased the committee retained a
$50,000 appropriation for a “Passing on
the Farm” program. -He said program will
help keep young farmers on the farm.

S.F. 1996, sponsored by Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), received final
approval on.a 58-0 vote. The conference
committee report covers family law. It -
requires specificity in visitation orders and
sets up mandatory visitation dispute -
resolution programs. Under the bill, a-
court can designate a law enforcement
officer to:accompany someone.seeking to
enforce or comply with visitation. The
measure also establishes a $500 penalty
for violations of the law, - : :

The Senate gave final passage to H.F.
220, which requires certain special
primaries and elections to be conducted -
by mail. The 34 to 28 vote came after
Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine), used a
parliamentary maneuver to allow the

Senate to reconsider the bill, which had B

been defeated earlier in the day.

Friday, March 22

Major bills to governor’s desk
‘The Senate granted repassage to two
major conference committee reports, S.F.
2856, the crime prevention omnibus bill

and H.F. 2818, the health and human
services omnibus bill,  Fri., Mar. 22..

. Senate author Don.Samuelson (DFL-
Brainerd) said that the $12.5 million
health and human services package funds -
numerous initiatives including programs
for the elderly, the disabled, infants and .
children. Describing the proposal as “user
friendly,” Samuelson said; “we’ve done
very well with the limited amount of :
resources-available to us, and I urge your
support.” : a

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
and Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
argued against'adoption of the conference
committee report. Kiscaden acknowledged
that the proposal contained many
laudable programs, in spite of tight . -
budgetary constraints. “But we probably
have not come far enough to avoid a
veto,” she cautioned, reminding members
of the measure’s numerous fiscal tails.’

Neuville’s objection, and subsequent
motion to reject the conference commit-
tee report, revolved around the sale of
Fairbault’s St. Lucas Nursing Home to .
Americare, Inc..He told members that if
the $450,000 receivership fees are not
waived, Americare will cancel the
purchase agreement.

“Normally I'd want the private sector.to
handle this, but because the state controls
nursing home reimbursements to such a -
great degree, this is the only option,”
Neuville said. “If this isn’t done within
the next month, they will be forced to. -
close.” - _ ‘ - :

The expense to the Dept. of Human
Services for relocating the residents is
estimated between $750,000 and $1
million. “The state will incur costs no
matter what,” Neuville said, “not to
mention all the human costs associated
with such a relocation.” a

But Samuelson told members that the
department assured him that the issue can
be dealt with next session. “This is not a

good enough reason. to send this bill back

to conference,” he said. Members . :
defeated Neuville’s motion-24-39, and
approved the-conference committee
report, 47-17. v ‘ -

Senators also approved the conference
committee report on the crime prevention
omnibus bill,-63-1. The dissenting vote" -
was cast by Sen. Gene Merriam {(DFL- - -
Coon Rapids): Merriam objected to a
provision, which carries a price tagof "
approximately $1 million, that adds 400
prison employees to a stepped-up pension -
plan. : .

Senate authot Tracy Beckman gDFLr
Bricelyn) told members-that the $17.3
million package responds to public
concern about ever-increasing violent

. crime and addresses the fiscal impacts of .

growing crime on an already over-
burdened prison system. R
The bill appropriates funds for preven-
tative measures including community .
policing programs, crisis nurseries,
juvenile treatment centers and visiting
nurses. It also contains a community .
notification program and stiffer penalties
for felons possessing firearms. “The- bill
supports the policy of using prison beds for
hard-core offenders and alternatives for
those who have committed lesser crimes,”
Sen. Allen Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said. . . -
Neuville spoke in favor of the bill. He
said that it met the Crime Prevention -
Committee’s three objectives: allocations
for officers, preventative measures and
prison cost containment, He also thanked
members for “their bi-partisan efforts and
cooperation.” - :
Co-generation bill Eassed .
The Senate passed a bill Fri., Mar. 22, ..
that will provide a $2 million tax break to
a proposed co-generation power plant. .
Sen. Steve Novak, sponsor of S.F. 1147,
said the bill provides an exemption from
equipment property tax to any plant
producing power with more than 40 .
percent efficiency. Koch Industries, which
lobbied for the bill, has proposed building
a co-generation plant at its Rosemount -
oil-refinery. - L

The exemption provided by S.F. 1147
increases with efficiency, although wind-- .
energy plants are not eligible for the tax
break. The bill also requires the commis-
sioner of revenue to study inter:state
disparities in utility taxes and report to
the Legislature next session. . . .. .

Despite the tax break, Novak noted, -
the plant would still pay $500,000 to $1
million in regular property:taxes. Novak-
said co-generation will be “important for
Minnesota’s environment and economy.”

Sen. Janét Johnson (DFL-North - .~
Branch) said she hopes the co-generation -
plant will become a reality.. Unfortu- ‘
nately, she said, proposals in the past have.
fallen when companies instead negotiate
with NSP for reduced rates. R

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) said
the bill is “outrageous” and misdirects -
state money to a wealthy business. “Koch
Industries is a huge, huge corporation,” he
said..“It has operating income of $3.66
billion.” Sen: Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio)
agreed. “This is corporate welfare at its .
worst,” he said. : s :

The Senate substituted H.F..637 for the
bill, and approved final passage on a roll- .
call vote of 41-22. - i

Tuesday, _Maf_c_h 26

Campaign law amended -

Minnesota can’t let another election
year go by without an effective campaign
practices law, said Sen. Ember Reichgott
Junge (DFL-New Hope), urging passage of
her bill S.F. 1895. The bill, passed Tues.,
Mar. 26, modifies the campaign fair
practices act to conform with language
suggested in a recent court decision. The -
bill renders candidates liable for prosecu-
tion under the act if they knowingly -
disseminate false statements, or spread .
such material with “reckless disregard of
the truth.” Current law, which targets
candidates who have “reason to believe” a
statement is untrue, has been found
unconstitutional. . . . .

Sen. Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater) =
introduced an amendment to S.F. 1895.
prohibiting independent expenditures by
a candidate’s campaign committee. Laidig
said the independent expenditures allow -
campaigns to skirt laws that prohibit
transfer of their funds to another cam-
paign. “If | had my way, there wouldn’t be
anﬁ independent expenditures,” Laidig
said. . o oo

Sen. Martha Robertson. (R-Minne-
tonka) supported Laidig’s amendment,
saying campaign committees shouldn’t be.
allowed to spend contributors’ money “in
a race that you have no business being
involved with.” Robertson said some
candidates are “sitting on war chests” that
could influence elections across the state.

Reichgott Junge, however, opposed the
amendment, saying it ties the hands of
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committees that want to respond to last-
‘minute attacks against fellow candidates.
he amendment failed 30-34. Robertson
later amended the bill to require reporting
of independent expenditures by candi--
dates’ principle campaign committees, -

Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
also amended the bill to include pictures
or symbols in campaign material covered
by the fair practices act. Riveness distrib-
uted a photo of himself, that was cropped
by an opposing candidate in a way that
altered the context of the event and used
in campaign brochures. The amendment
was approved on a voice vote. -

Another amendment to the bill, offered
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley); would
raise spending limits for a candidate-if the
candidates’ opponent had “banked”
credits for radio and television ads.
Betzold said some candidates spend
thousands of dollars purchasing such
credits before an election year begins.
“The purpose is to get around the expen-
diture limits,” he said. Betzold’s amend-
ment was defeated on a voice vote.

S.F. 1895-was approved 63-0.

The Senate also approved three
conference committee reports.

S.F. 2445, authored by Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch), is the

.omnibus fish and wildlife bill. Johnson -

)said the bill retains the requirement that -
hunters wear one piece of blaze orange
above the waist, but poses no penalties for
those who fail to do so. A provision
requiring all boaters to have a life jacket
was retained, but the conferees compro--
mised by delaying enforcement of the law,
she said. The bill was approved 55-0.

S.F. 2123, authored. by Sen..Roy
Terwilliger (R-Edina), requires children
on 72-hour protective hold to be placed -
in the least restrictive environment
possible. S.F. 1919, authored by Sen.
Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines), “cleans
up” reemployment insurance laws. The
conference committee removed Senate
language'that held business owners © -
harmless for reemployment insurance
costs when their businesses are seized by
eminent domain. Sen. Jane Ranum (DEL-
Mpls.) said she did not sign the confer-
ence committee report because she. -~
believes strongly that the Legislature must
deal'with the condemnation issues. The
bill was approved 46-16.

Pawnbrokers bill approved
Senators granted repassage to'several

conference committee reports on the :
during the latter half of the Mar. 26, 1996

)session. A conference committee-report

/ providing fot the licensing and regulation-
of pawnbrokers was-presented by Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury). Price
said that the Senate wanted to exclude
storage service fees under bill, H.F. 2752,
although the other body. would not agree

to this exclusion. A compromise was
reached, prohibiting the fee for storage. .
and service from exceeding $20 if the
property is not in the possession of the
pawnbroker. The bill was repassed on a
58 to 0 vote. I Do
Other bills receiving repassage are H.F.
2580, a bill sponsored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), providing for
the sale of fish houses to nonresidents,
provided that the house is never unat-- :
tended, and H.F, 2375, a bill authored by
Sen.Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope), requiring the submission of a
report to a municipality from' the city’
engineer showing the need and cost-
effectiveness of local improvements as- -
well as prohibiting fees for preparing -
certain reports from being based primarily
on the estimated cost of improvement,
Senators also passed the conference
committee report on H.F. 2171, sponsored
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),
clarifying the powers of the pollution
control agency board and commissioner.

Wednesdéy, »Mérch 27

Women's race bill okayed

The Senate granted final passage Weds.,
Mar. 27, to H.F. 2042, a bill that relates
to the Human Rights Act. Author Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) told- :
members that the impetus behind the bill
was a lawsuit aimed at Bruegel’s Bagels, -
the sponsor of an annual women’s-only -
race. “This is an.example of political -
cotrectness that has gone too far,” she said
of the lawsuit.

Anderson offered an amendment that
limits participation of either gender in
certain events under specific circum-
stances. “It changes the human rights law
so that if you have a very good reason, you
could have an all female event,” she said.

Under the amendment, restrictions are -
allowed if they are necessary. to preserve
the unique character of the team, pro-
gram, ot event. Additionally, such
restrictions can not substantially reduce
comparable athletic opportunities for the
other sex.

“This puts some narrow restrictions in
place that says if you want to have a
mother’s day race for mothers exclusively,
or a father’s day race for father's only, you
can do so,” Anderson said. Members -~
approved the amendment and the bill was
granted final passage, 50-10. :

Also granted final passage was H.F. - :
2816, a bill that regulates the sale of
personal-information about consumers of
computer information services. Author
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
offered an amendment that establishes a
committee to study and recommend
uniform standards for data privacy.and
information services. “Minnesota has the
second largest population of on-line users

in the country,” Mondale said, “and it
behooves us to establish standards and get
out front on this issue.” '

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) raised concerns about the
committee’s formation and its composi-
tion. “It seems that the group is heavily
weighted toward members who have
vested interests and not toward private
citizens,” he said. “Even if it is only to
make recommendations, I'm not sure
they’re the ones who should be doing
this.” o

Merriam offered an amendment, which
members adopted, that directs the
Information Policy Office to oversee the -
committee, rather than the Minnesota.
Government Information Access Council.
Senators adopted:the Mondale amend-
ment and passed the bill, 52-0.

Sen. Linda Berglin’s (DFL-Mpls.)
tesolution, S.F. 2061, to secure a state
apology for past practices that may have
injured individuals with developmental
disabilities was voted down by members
and diverted to the Rules and Administra-
tion Committee. “This is simply an
apology to bring closure to the unfortu-
nate:things these people have experienced
in the past. They are not looking for a way
to sue the state,” Berglin said, “they’re
simply looking for closure.” ,

But several Senators challenged
Berglin’s resolution, arguing that it puts
the state at risk for legal costs. “I am
concerned about the resolution because
the breadth and lack of specificity invites
litigation,” Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope) said. .

Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) told
members that the actions of the past were.
“predicated on the best knowledge that
they had at the time. The resolution does -
more harm than good.” ' g

Thursday, March 28

Punitive damages limited

A bill setting restrictions on punitivée
damage awards for people harmed by
medical products was passed by the Senate
Thurs., Mar. 28, after lengthy debate.
The bill’s sponsor,-Sen. Don Betzold: .
(DFL-Fridley), said the bill only affects
FDA approved products when the
manufacturer has made a good faith effort
to comply with the approval procedures.
Betzold added that lawsuits tend to
interfere with research and development, -
and passage of the bill could lower the
cost of healthcare. : :

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) said he was concerned that the bill
would set up a “barrier to prevent ordinary
people from suing when there have been .
deliberate acts of recklessness.” Chandler
asked if people could still sue in those
situations. Betzold said that under the
bill, a manufacturer could still be held
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liable for withholding evidence. - -

' Other Senators expressed concern
about using compliance with the FDA
approval process as the standard for
liability immunity. Sen. Ember Reichgott
Junge (DFL-New Hope) said efforts are
underway at the federal level to change -
the process in the name-of improving and
streamlining it, and thus the standards are
changing. She cited an example where
the approval process did not require
enough information for the FDA fo make
a decision. Reichgott Junge offered an -
amendment that would make a manufac-
turer liable if they “proceeded to act with -
intentional disregard” for the health and
safety of consumers. Betzold opposed the

amendment, saying the rest of the bill was'

tied to:the FDA approval process and that
the amendment would set up an entirely
different standard.. He said that if a
company violates the approval process or
submits fraudulent information, they lose -
their protection. - The amendment failed-
on a 24-36 roll call vote.: . ;
- Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) raised the
example of breast implants which she said-
began causing health problems in women
fifteen years after approval. She-asked if
lawsuits could be filed in a similar case .
under the bill. ‘Betzold said that the
approval process is not just a one time
event, but is an ongoing process. He said
if problems arise from a product after*
initial approval, it could: lose its approval
later on. Betzold added that if a manufac-
turer later learns of a problem with a :
product, they have a duty to notify the .
FDA. The bill passed 37-25. :
In-eatlier action, two other bills -
sponsored by Betzold were given final ..
passage after compromises were reached in
conference committee. One of the bills,
S.F. 842, makes revisions to the powers
and duties of the Board of Psychology.
Explaining the compromise bill, Betzold
said an amendment, offered on the Senate
floor by Sen. Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater);
dealing with interstate licensing reciproc-
- ity prevailed.. The conference committee
also changed the term “disciplinary fee” to
“civil penalty,” allowing the board greater
leeway when imposing sanctions, Betzold :
said. Sen. Linda Runbeck (R-Circle
Pines) supported the bill, but said there
were'still some areas of concern. The bill
was repassed on a roll call vote of 56-0.
Betzold’s other bill, S.F. 2255, estab-
lishes a procedure for filling vacancies:in
city councils and .county boards when an
elected member is chronically absent.
Betzold highlighted the differences
between the Senate bill and the compro-
mise reached by the conference commit-
tee. One difference, he said; is that onice a
person is able to return, the county board
is required to restore that person tothe -
office to which they were originally
elected, after a replacement has been

appointed to fill the vacancy. Another
difference, Betzold said, was that a
provision providing a similar process for
school board vacancies was deleted -
because it was discovered that a similar
provision already existed in statute. The -
bill also received a unanimous 56 votes on
repassage. ’ ST

Minimum wage bill approved

The Senate approved a bill raising the - .
minimum wage large employers must pay
from $4.25 per hour to $5.00 per hour by
September 1996, and by September 1997,
to $5:35 per hour. The bill will affect
Minnesota’s 100,000 plus minimum wage
workers, said author Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul); . .- - SRR

Discussion of the conference committee
report, originating from S.F. 302, led to
contentious debate among members.
There are many distortions that occur.
when trying to fix problems-such as
minimum wage, for one group, creating
more problems for other groups, said Sen.
Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines) “Mini-
mum wage correlates with age, lack of
skill, lack of education, lack of experi-
ence. It is a temporaty fact of life,” said -
Runbeck. Runbeck said that she believes
the minimum wage issue has become.a-
“moot issue, politically” and that DFL . .
membeérs are working in theinterest of . -
minimum wage earners who “don’t vote”..

“I can hardly believe my-ears.- To say -
we should ignore those individuals on
minimum wage because they don’t vote-
anyway. Twenty six percent of Minneso-
tans are working at minimum wage level
and they have trouble meeting their own
needs,” said Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-
Mpls.). : : .

- Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge said that it
is immoral to ask persons to work full time
and still live in poverty. At minimum
wage, an indivig)ual can work full time
and make only. $8,600 per year, she said. -
“The majority of these individuals.are -
women who want to be self-sufficient, and
don’t want to be on welfare,” said
Reichgott Junge. The bill passed on a 44-
20 vote. '

Senators gave overwhelming support to

the omnibus.education bill that emerged
from conference committee, voting 62-1.
for its passage. The bill added several. -
House provisions but stayed within the
Senate spending target of $32 million,
said author Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.). One new feature of H.F.
2156, adopted from the House vetsion of
the bill, is $3.5 million for “first-grade
preparedness” programs. The programs- . -
include both all-day kindergarten and
kindergarten for four-year-olds. The ..
Department of Children, Families and -
Learning will award the money to districts
with the highest numbers of students
receiving free or reduced-price lunches.

Suburban districts experiencing an.
influx of new low+income residents will be.
eligible for:$150,000 of low-income . ‘
concentration grants, under another new:
provision of the bill.. Also, $300,000.in .
grants to districts exploring student -
discipline are made available in the
conference committee report; . . .

The bill retains measures favored by the
Senate committee, Pogemiller said,
including $12 million to fund technology -
in the schools, $5 million for after-school
programs and $3 million to develop the
graduation rule. e

The other body also wants to reinstate
penalties for school districts which:
maintain fund balances. The Senate -
Education Committee, Pogemiller said,
believes the penalties constitute
“micromangement.” A . compromise wis -
reached reinstating the penalties; but
providing relief in the form of technology
grants to the districts suffering penalties -
this year, said Pogemiller, - .- . . .

Senators also took up debate on H.F.
2204, the.conference committee report on
a nuisance action bill sponsored by Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St: Paul). The
report expanded the list of actions that
could be classified as nuisance related’
activities to include gun sales, gambling -
and drug deals. The report-also included-a
sunset provision of three years.:”

“By putting in the maximum due
pracess laws, we have create a comfort -
level for Senators who thought the bill -
could be used to harass or discriminate,” .
said Anderson. Con .

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
commented on the inclusion of gambling
as a nuisance act. “What about a group of
people who have-a weekly game?” asked-
Neuville. “Is that reason to bring
action?” - - . . oty

Anderson said that the bill would-only -
apply to criminal offenses. Neuville
responded that criminal offenses may.be
the intent, but that the bill’s language did
relay this message. The bill failed ona -
30-32 vote. .

Friday,ﬂMarch 29 o

Mail voting expanded . -

More small towns will be allowed to
conduct elections by mail, under a bill - -
approved on the Senate floor Fri., Mar. 29.:

H.F. 2101, authored by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DEL-Thief River Falls), is the:
second bill expanding mail ballots. passed
this session by the Senate. Under current
law, towns of less than 400 can conduct .
elections via.mail; Stumpf’s bill extends -
the option: to towns under 1,000.. ..

“The bill is permissive, it reduces
(election) costs by 40 percent, and it .-
helps increase voter participation,” said

Senators defeated an amendment
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offered by Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farming-
ton) that would have reduced the eligible
‘population to 600. “I think thére’s good

teason to-go a little slower onthis (mail- -

in balloting),” she said. Stumpf, however, -

said any amendment would effectively kill
the bill, due to House rules and the
impending adjoutnment of the session.

The amendment failed on a 24-35 vote;
and H.F. 2101 was approved 35-28.

Senators confirmed the appointment of
thousands of notaries public. They also
confirmed William A. Smoley’s seat as a
trustee of Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities. - AP

The Senate passed several conference
reports. S.F. 317, authored by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), provides statutory
authority tocities to close businesses that
are operating in violation of licensing
ordinances. Betzold said the House added
an effective date and clarified one
provision of the bill. The bill was ap-
proved 57-0. s

Recall debated

After nearly three hours of heated
debate, Senators granted final passage Fri.,
Mar. 29, to H.F. 343, a bill that gives ‘
voters a process to remove elected public
officials from office. The measure proposes
an amendment to Minnesota’s constitu-
tion and establishes a procedure for

\ . " . .

Jremoval of state officers including
Senators, Representatives, executive '
officers and judges. “This is'a powerful*
new tool,” author Sen. Ember Reichgott -
Junge (DFL-New Hope) said of recall.
“Up until now the voters have been
locked out.” ‘

Grounds for initiating recall procedures
include malfeasance, nonfeasance or
conviction of a serious crime while in
public office. Additionally, recall is
prohibited during the first six months or
the last six months of an official’s term.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
objected to Reichgott Junge's proposal,
saying that it contains cumbersome
roadblocks. Knutson said, “recallis an
effort to give power to the people, but this
proposal doesn’t do that.”

Sen:: Gary Laidig (R-Stillwater)- also
argued-against the bill. Laidig said that
the complexity of the recall process
renders the 'tool ineffective. “This:simply
won't work,” Laidig said. “It’s carefully
crafted to make darn sure it doesn’t work
and to give voters the idea that they are
somehow able to participate in‘our
legislative careers under this proposal, is a
hoax.” : R

But Reichgott Junge defended the -

)proposal, saying that the entire recall

/procedure can be accomplished in 45 days
ot less. Furthermore, she argued that while
court involvement might slow the process
down somewhat, it also protects officials
from single issue recall. “This is the happy

medium,” she said. “I don’t want to open
the door to political terrorism.” : :

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) rose to -
support the bill. “It does.give the voters of
Minnesota another tool -- one that can be
used, but not abused,” he said. On a close
vote of 34-29, the bill was granted final
passage. s :

Members also adopted the conference
committee report on S.F. 1997, a bill
requiring businesses that receive public
financial assistance to pay workers at least
$7.28 per hour. Carried by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), the measure
exempts several companies, including
small family-owned operations, from the
livable wage mandate. © = - .

“We're simply asking for accountabil-
ity,” Hottinger said. “When-we provide
taxpayer dollars to businesses, asking for
accountability is not asking for too much.”

Several members spoke against the
measure, including Sen. Linda Runbeck
(R-Citcle Pines). “This is a backdoor way
of establishing a new minimum wage,” she
said. “It essentially creates a new entitle-
ment.” o ’ ’ -

Runbeck: also voiced concerns about
the subsequent costs that accompany the
livable wage. “Who pays when we decide
to transfer wealth in this way to these -
lower paid workers?” she asked. -

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar)
expressed doubts about the impact of the
bill. “The message is that government is
moving into the free enterprise system -
and setting wages,” Johnson warned.“If
you keep sending the message of govern-
ment intervention, then' there will be
companies around the nation and around
the world that will not want to come to
Minnesota.” - ' , :

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New :
Ulm) claimed that the bill lacks flexibil-
ity. He said that some small companies
can’t meet the $7.28 standard and will be
forced to either lay off employees or shut
down. .

“One of the hallmarks of the bill.is
flexibility,” Hottinger countered. There
are numerous provisions for exemptions,
he said: Under the bill, companies
receiving less than $25,000 annually in
grant and loan assistance are not required
to meet the livable-wage standard.

Moe spoke in favor of the proposal.
“This establishes a basic safety net,” he
said. “It puts into place a floor that will
provide consistency in the long-run, a
standard that will endure beyond Com-
missioner Novak’s progressive policy.”

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) argued that in other instances
where public financial assistance is .
provided, accountability is required. “If
you apply for a'student loan, you have to
follow certain requirements,” he said. “But
when it comes to a corporation, just hand
the money over.” e o

Airport bill discussed . L

The Sénate considered two more bills
before adjourning Friday evening.

© S.F. 1829 bans construction of a new
Metro airport in Dakota County and ends
the dual-track planning process. The bill,
catried by Sen. Ted Mondale {DFL-St.
Louis Park), also halts buying land in
preparation for a new airport, directs the ,
Metropolitan Airport Commission ’
{MAC) to spend no less than $135
million for noise reduction and-land
purchases near the Minneapolis St.'Paul
International Airport, and allows only
quieter jets to use the airport after 1999,

Other provisions prohibit:construction:
of a third east-west runway, allow adding a
north-south runway, and divert smaller
aircraft to nearby reliever airports.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
offered an amendment to the bill that she
said makes four changes: requires the
approval, if construction of an additional
east-west runway is considered, of cities
that would receive a significant increase
of aircraft noise as a result; increases the
amount the MAC spends for noise
mitigation to $185 million; calls on the -
State Advisory Council on Metropolitan
Airport Planning to review and comment
on a yearly report from the MAC con-
cerning operations at the Metro airport;
and calls on the MAC to contract with
the University of Minnesota to prepare an’
aviation service and facilities analysis,
including an examination of the relation-
ship between various levels of aviation
service, and the relocation of commercial:
and industrial enterprises to the state. .

On a motion from Sen. Terry Johnston
(R-Prior Lake), the amendment was
divided. Addressing the second section,
which concerns the University study,
Wiener said the Legislature needs more
information about the relationship
between air service and the relocation of
economic areas. She said the study would
costno more than $50,000. Johnston rose
in opposition to the proposal. Sen.

Martha Robertson (R-Minnetonka) also
spoke against the study, saying there have
already been séven years of research on
present and future airport needs. The
second section of the amendment was °
approved on'a 42-20 vote.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) divided the remaining part into
two sections, isolating a provision that .
adds $50 million to the amount the MAC:
spends on noise abatement. Merriam- .-’
questioned the language that specifies a -
minimum amount to be spent. Mondale
responded that the amount, which is: -
mostly federal money, has been approved
and funded, and the Legislature needs to
assure airport-area residents that the
dollars will be available in the future. He-
said the MAC has $194 million budgeted
for the entire program through 2002,
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while the provision spends $9 million less.
The partition was approved on a 40-23 vote.

The remaining part of the amendment
requires the MAC to enter into a contract
with affected cities if it considers con-
structing a third parallel east-west runway.
Johnston noted such runway construction’
is prohibited elsewhere in the bill, and
questioned why “permissive language” is -
being added. Wiener replied there is a
“suspicion a third parallel will be built
despite assurances,” that it won’t. Sen. -
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) added that
laws can be changed or stricken, so the
contract stipulation adds extra protection
against an additional east-west runway.
The Senate approved the final pattition
on a 48-15 vote. With all the sections of -
the Wiener amendment approved,
Mondale asked that the bill be laid upon
the table. -

The Senate voted to reject a conference
committee report on:H.F. 3243, a measure
appropriating $28 million for economic
development.- The jobs, energy, and
community development supplemental
spending bill, carried by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), includes $5
million for the Minnesota Investment
Fund, $100,000 for the Minnesota Film
Board, and $250,000 for the Job Skills
Partnership board. Additional funding
goes to the Housing Finance Agency, the
World Trade Center Corporation, the
Department of Economic Security, and -
the Department of Labor and Industry.
The omnibus measure also contains
money for the Minnesota Film Board,
administration of contamination clean-up
grants, and summer youth employment
programs. o

Kroening said the conference report is
similar to the bill the Senate passed, but
some changes were made to accommodate
the other chamber and the governor, He
noted several differences, including the
establishment of a recreation zone in the
Voyageur Recreation Area, funding for a
St. Anthony Heritage Board, and a new
rider transferring money to the World
Trade Ceniter. S

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall),
who served on the conference committee,
said although the bill as many good
points, she did not sign the report. She
said her objections are: ‘a $5;000 appro-
priation for a study of the compatibility of
metal materials shredding projects with
tourism and other nonindustrial uses of
the Mississippi River Critical Area; the
addition of a “livable wage” provision to
language about economy recovery grant; a
$9 million transfer from the reserve fund
to establish an Energy Assistance Fund;
and the exemption of a deputy registrar
from new rules written by the Department
of Public Safety. She moved the Senate
reject the report and return it to the
conference committee.

Marty and Merriam questioned the
deputy registrar exemption provision,
with Metriam calling it a “scandal.”
Kroening urged rejection of the Lesewski
motion. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFEL-St.
Paul) also urged rejection, saying the
deputy registrar language “is not as
scandalous as it is being made out to be.”
The motion to return the report to the
conference committee was approved on a

37-24 vote. s
Saturday, March 30

Executive branch salaries raised

The governor will get a $7,000 raise
over two yeats, under an amendment
approved by the Senate Sat., Mar. 30.
The governor’s pay increase raises the
salary caps for state commissioners,
managets and superintendents whose
paychecks are tied to the governor's, said
amendment author Sen. Roy Terwilliger -
(R-Edina). S

Terwilliger's amendment was attached
to H.F. 2704, authored by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), a bill that deregu-
lates the transportation industry. The
amendment increases the governor’s
annual salary to a total of $117,369 in .
1996 and $120,185 in 1997.

The governor’s raise, approved 38-21,
was good news for state employees prohi-
bited by Minnesota law from earning
more than 95 percent of the governor’s
salary. Terwilliger said the attorney gen-
eral will earn $93,891 after the increase
and a Supreme Court judge $99,077.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook)
voted against the bill, saying the governor
should not get a raise unless he agrees to
raise the minimum wage. Under
Terwilliger amendment, “the CEO of this
state would make 17 times what the '
lowest wage earner in the state would
make,” said Johnson. :

Senators defeated an amendment,
offered by Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-
Bloomington), that would have increased
a Legislator’s pay by $700 per year.
Riveness noted that Minnesota already
has one of the country’s highest-paid
governors. But Sen. Steve Morse (DFL-
Dakota) successfully amended the bill to
include the value of the governor’s state-
provided housing and automobile in
future salary calculations. :

The Senate approved Pappas’ deregula-
tion bill, F.F. 2704, on a 35-27 vote. The
bill removes many regulations on the - -
transportation industry and phases out the
Transportation Regulation Board, due to a
1994 federal law that restricts states’
ability to regulate the trucking industry.
Pappas said truckers, cab drivers, freight
and passenger carriers are more regulated
than health care providers. “I don’t think
the sky is going to fall if we move ahead
with deregulation,.” said Pappas.

Several author’s amendments that were
approved by the Senate reinstate some
regulation of airport cab and van service
and household movers. Senators defeated
an amendment to H.F. 2704, authored by.
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),
that would reinstated regulations, but
transferred industry oversight to the
Department of Public Service. “We can
move in steps until we feel comfortable in
deregulating an industry that has 80 years
of rules built up around it,” he said.
Murphy’s amendment failed 27-33.

Sen. Edward Oliver (R-Deephaven)
sponsored a resolution, S.F. 2701, asking
the U.S. Congress to raise the federal
minimum wage. He said a higher wage in
Minnesota than its neighboring states
could mean trouble for border cities.

Several Senators said resolutions make .
little impact in Washington. “We might
as well just pass a resolution encouraging
Taiwan to raise its minimum wage,” said
Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake).

Oliver said he offered the resolution in
good faith. “The majority party wants to
make this their issue and only their issue,”
he said, and laid the resolution on the
table.

The Senate confirmed the appoint-
ments of Bruce Johnson as commissioner
of the Department of Children, Familjes
and Learning, and Wendell Maddox as a . .
member of the state board of education.
Also.confirmed were board members of
the Minnesota Center for Arts Education:
Terry Anderson, Ellen Dahl, Ruth
Grindahl, Renee Jensen, and Patricia
Seurat. o

The Senate also approved five appoint-
ments to the State Ethical Practices
Board; G. Barry Anderson of Hutchinson,
Elsa Carpenter of Minneapolis, Sidney
Pauly of Eden Prairie, Carolyn Rodriguez
of Apple Valley, and Nancy Wilson of
Minnetonka. - o

Airport bill passed -
The Senate approved a bill that bans
construction of a new Metro airport in, .
Dakota County and allows construction of
a new north-south-runway at the Minne-
apolis St. Paul International Airport. The
move to end the “dual track process,” a
study of future aviation needs in the Twin
Cities Metro Area, came as an amend--.
ment to H. F. 3012, the omnibus metro-
politan government bill, sponsored by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park). -
The amendment stops the purchase of
land in Dakota County and requires the
Metropolitan Airports Commission
(MAC) to spend 5185- million on noise
reduction measutes near the airport. It
also restricts airport usage to quieter
aircraft by 1999, and bans the construc--
tion of a third east-west runway, unless
affected communities give their consent.
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Calling the dual-track process a “smashing
success,” Mondale said, “it is clear we
jon’t need a new airport in the foresee-

ble future.”. He said the provision that
ends the process allows short term
improvements at the existing airport to,
proceed, reduces noise, enhances safety
and capacity, and allows other govern-
ment units, affected residents and busi-
nesses to move ahead.

Sen, Phil Riveness {DFL-Bloomington) .
spoke in support of the amendment,
saying there is no point delaying a -
decision, “it is time for people to get on
with their lives.” , S

Sen. Roger D. Moe and Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) spoke in opposition
to ending the airport study. Ranum said -
the result of the amendment is to limit -
airport capacity and competition and keep
ticket prices above the national average.
She said the selection process is being
short circuited, and said an early conclu-
sion “fuels cynicism.” She said her |
constituents want the process to continue.
Moe said he is not convinced the Legisla-

ture has spent the time needed on an issue,

of such economic importance to the state.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington)
offered an amendment to the airport
amendment that calls on the MAC to
grant $24 million, including $9 million
from an additional appropriation, to .

akota County cities and towns as com-
p?ensation to be distributed to residents
who had developmental restrictions on .
their property because of inclusion in the"
new airport search area.. The amendment
was defeated on a 27 to 32 vote.

Mondale urged the Senate to approve -
the amendment ending the airport study,
saying the “process has worked magnifi-
cently. If we can spend.$10 million to .
save $10 billion, we're way ahead of the
game.” Berglin, who voted against the
amendment, said the region will need
more runways in'the future, and the
proposal eliminates runway options: .
“Your bill will release the land,” she said,
“when we need it we’ll pay ten times what
we should for it.” The amendment was
approved on a 40 to 20 roll call vote.

The omnibus metropolitan government
bill to which the airport amendment was
attached modifies the levy limitation for
the Metropolitan Council, permits the - -
distribution of funds from the tax base
revitalization account to development .
authorities, and allows.the Metropolitan -
Council to issue bonds. It also modifies
provisions of a Bloomington tax incre- -
ment financing district. Mondale offered
an amendment to the bill, which the
?fnate approved, that provides additional
aunds for the Planning Assistance Grant
and Loan Program, by allowing the
Metropolitan Council to transfer up to $1
million of the proceeds of solid waste

bonds.

The Senate approved an amendment,
offered by Sen. Larry Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.), allowirig the port authority of
Bloomington to redraw the redevelop-
ment tax increment financing district
consisting of what is knows as the “Kelly
propetty” so that it instead includes a
parcel of land on the former Met Center
site. The land is being held in reserve for
future development, but that develop-
ment is affected by a proposed new north-
south runway at the Metro Airport.
Pogemiller explained the new language is
consistent with limitations the Legislature
has put on tax increment financing in
recent years. . o

Mondale offered an amendment to the
Pogemiller amendment, which was accep-
ted, that he said prevents the impairment
of rights by holders of bonds and autho-
rizes the use of tax increment holdings as
back-up security. Mondale said the
change, which he said the city of Bloom-
ington requested, does not limit the use of
Met Center tax increment financing.

Another Pogemiller amendment, also.
accepted, allows a contested housing
development policy, upheld in a federal
court case, to be implemented. - - v
Pogemiller said the decision allows.low-
rent public housing to be built in Metro
suburban areas. The amendment sets up a
joint powers boatd for housing to imple-
ment the court order. Mondale spoke in
support of the amendment, saying there
are a number of suburban communities
that want to comply with the policy.

Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista)
offered an amendment that she said is a
modified version. of S.F. 2691, the
transportation policy bill, which passed
the Senate earlier. Olson said there were
problems with the bill in the other
chamber. Senate sponsor Pappas sup-
ported the changes, calling them “pre-
conferee consultations.” The amendment
was adopted on a voice vote.

An amendment; offered by Berglin, that
allows the Hennepin County Board to
authorize absentee balloting without

qualification was ruled not germane. The

provision would have allowed the county
to join Ramsey County-ini a pilot project
testing the impact of issuing such ballots
without question. - :
The metropolitan government bill, with
the amendment ending the airport dual-

track study, passed the Senate on a 40-20

vote.

Monday, April 1

Mn]Jobs revived :
A technical maneuver on the Senat
floor Mon., April 1, blew fresh life back
into the controversial welfare reform bill.
Sen. Don Samuelson’s (DFL-Brainerd) .
proposal, which contains a 30-day
residency requirement for AFDC recipi-

ents and a provision requiring them to
begin a job search after 30 days of
enrollment in the program, was amended:
onto H.F. 219, a bill requiring insurance
coverage for treatment of Lyme disease.

“We're confident this can get people
into the job market quicker than we do
today,” Samuelson said of the MnJobs
program. “This is not punitive -- it is for
people who find themselves in the unfor-
tunate situation of being unemployed.”

The bill exempts pregnant women,
non-English-speaking individuals and
others from the mandatory job search
provision, Samuelson said. “This is a very
positive step in providing systems that
give people opportunities to work.” On a
roll call vote, members granted H.F. 219
final passage, 63-1.

Other measures on Special Orders
receiving final passage were S.F. 2515, a
bill that protects railroad employees in
merger and acquisition activities. Author
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) told
members that the measure tightens up
current law by providing greater assut-
ances for workers.

Anderson offered an amendment,
which was adopted, that defines affected
employees and requires the divesting
carrier to provide notice to the employees.
She told members that both provisions
had been agreed to by the Regional Rail
Authority.

Sen. Linda Runbeck (R-Circle Pines)
spoke -against the bill. “It’s effect is to
delay the sale of shortline railroads and
this will have a disastrous affect on rural
Minnesota,” she said.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (R-Marshall)
agreed with Runbeck, saying that many .
rural communities are losing rail access,
which farmers have traditionally used to
ship products to market. “The bill will
make it more difficult, take longer, and
cost more money , which means that we'll
end up with no railroad,” Lesewski said.

But Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples)
urged members to support the railroad
labor protection bill. He told members
that the proposal will stop current
practices that uproot families, especially
families residing in rural regions.

Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) also -
spoke in favor of the measure. “To vote
for this bill is to vote for the common
interests, for the interests of farmers and
workers,” he said. Senators granted final
passage, 42-20, to the bill.

In other business, committee confer-
ence reports on S.F. 2340, Sen. John
Marty’s (DFL-Roseville) omnibus DWI
bill and H.F. 637, Sen. Steven Novak’s
(DFL-New Brighton). cogeneration bill,
were adopted and the bills repassed.

Spending bills passed
In other action, the Senate acted to
salvage some of the omnibus health and
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human services bill. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) offered aii amendment to
H'F. 1584 containing the provisions
acceptable to the governor from the
vetoed omnibus health and human -
services funding bill. ‘The amendment:
includes TEFRA and housing with
services. Berglin said that one of the -
provisions left out of the amendment is
the PMAP . Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-
Brainerd) explained that PMAP makes
counties players in the health care debate.
Berglin followed up with a warning to the
Dept. of Human Services that the one-
size-fits-all approach to health care
delivery isn’t a good idea and the state -
needed many examples of managed care
delivery in the state. She said that™ =~
without PMAP, medical assistance dollais
will add to the size of the largest health -
care companiés in Minnesota. The -
amendment was adopted, and the bill
passed with a 63-1 roll call vote. :
The Senate also took up the'conference
committee report on the supplemental
transportation funding bill, S.F. 2702. -
Sen. Keith Langseth, sponsor of the bill,
said the bill does not-have a gasoline tax
increase or any transfers of the motor
vehicle excise tax (MVET), but it does
appropriate $42.76 million to the tfunk
highway fund. The compromise also had
a provision allowing speed limits on rural
divided highways to be raised to 65 miles
per hour. Langseth added that the
provision allowing speed limit violations'
of less than 10 miles per hour over the
limit to not go on a driver’s record
(known as the “Dimmler amendment”)-
was tetained in the bill. ‘Another provi-
sion delaying a bani on the use of lead-free
paint to mark lanes on roadways also
remained in the bill; - o o
Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar) asked
Langseth about a Senate provision
funding an additional 42 state troopers.
Langseth answered that that provision
along with: the gasoline tax increase wete
included in another transportation

funding bill, H.F.:1404.- - e

The Senate passed the conference com-

mittee report on a roll call vote of 62-2.

Gaming bill okayed: _
Senators met Mon., Apr: 1, for a rare
evening floor session to consider bills and

conference committee reports.- Only two
medsures sparked extensive debate. The -
first, the lawful gambling omnibus bill,
H.F. 2318, sponsored by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio), contains a number of
provisions relating to lawful gaming.

However, most of the debate centered on -

the amendments offered to the measure.
Sen. Catl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) offeted
an amendment to exempt from taxation
the first $12 milliofi of the “handle” at
Canterbuty Park and to allows the paik to
keep Unredeemed tickets. Kroening said

the amendment results in-about $900,000
in additional revenue for the race track.
In addition, Kroening said the track = -
experienced at shortfall of about $1
million last year and needed the addi- -
tional revenue. ‘Sen. Edward Oliver (R--
Deephaven) questioned giving a tax break
to the park.: Kroening responded-that the
track contributes greatly to the quality of
life in the state and that the coinpany
running the track needs the addition aid -

to keep the track going.:

Sen. Gene Merriam also argued against
the amendment, “Ten yesrs ago we were
promised all kinds of revenue from the
race track but this amendment wipes out
the last source of revenue from this = *
facility.” Berg supported the amendment -
and said that the provision just allows'a
five year hiatus from the tax. The -
amendment was adopted.

An amendment allowing senior citizen
card tournaments also generated discus-
sion. -Sen: LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls) offered an amendment  *
allowing nonprdfit organizations to
conduct tournaments or contests for
persons over the age of 55 consisting of - -
the card games smear or whist. ' Debate on
the amendment centered on whether the
provision constitutes an expansion of -
gaming in Mihnesota. Stumpf argued that
the amendment was simply to allow
traditional card tournaments to take place
without the threat of arrests for illegal
gambling hanging over the event. ‘Sen:;
Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm)
successfully offered an amendment

o

specifying addition kinds of card gares to -

allowed at the tournaments: The
Frederickson amendment includes the -
card games of euchre, cribbage, bridge,
and pinochle along with smear and whist.
The amendiment was adopted. D
An amendment, offered by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), provides

that the tax refund for unsold pull-tabs or":

tipboards after July 1,1996 and before =
Jan. 11998 is one percent of the face -
value of the unsold pull-tab or tipboard
tickets and that the refund is to equal two
percent of the face value after Jan. I,
1998. The amendment was adopted. Sen.

Bob Lessard (DFE-Int’]. Falls) offered an -
amendment reinstating the State Lottery

Board and Sen. Don Kramer (R-Brooklyn
Center) offered an améndment requiring
lottery promotion material to include : -
information about the approximate odds
of winning and the fact that an prizes are
subject to taxation. Both amendments
were adopted. The bill was granted final
passage on a vote of 54-4, /¢ .

A bill, S.F. 1887, directing the Dept. of
Human Services to determine and pay
compensation to an appeals panel, along
with allowable fees and costs of patient’s
counsel was also the focal point of
discussion. However, the debate was’

concentrated primarily on an amendment,
offered by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-
Rochester), to-appropriate $5 million
from the Health Care'Access Fund to
help fund medical training forprimary
care physicians. Kiscaden argued ‘that the
state faces a critical situation in the lack
of primary care providers in rural areas.’
The funds are needed to help provide the
necessary training, Kiscaden said. Sen. -
Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) said; “I:
strongly oppose the amendment, because |
don’t think we should start building this
bill into another omnibus funding bill.”
Sen. Linda Berglin countered, “I would
have preferred to see this as part of the
MinnesotaCare package, but it will help
expand access to affordable health care
and if we want provider to bé available in
areas of the state that are undeserved, we
should support this amendment.” Before °
a vote could be taken on the proposal; the
amendment was ruled not germane to the
bill and no vote was taken. The bill was
then granted final passage'57-0.

In other action, members also granted -
final passage to-a bill proposing an
amendment to the constitution that
would eliminate the office of state
treasurer:” S:F. 918, authored by Sen.
Deanna Wiener (DFL-Egan), was'granted:
final approval without debate. Senators -
also approved the conference committee "
report on H.F. 2419. The measure,
sponsored by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-
New Brighton), clatifies the mandate
placed on NSP to generate energy using
biomass as fuel. The bill was repassed 57-0.

Finally, members approved a bill
allowing persons on active duty in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Croatia and Macedonia
to file extensions for income tax and
property tax refunds. Chief author, Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook); ‘said S.F. -
2884 is similar to bills passed in other
years when members of the'national guard
and reserve have been called to active
duty. The bill was granted final passage 57-0.

Tuesday, April 2

Nuisance bill passed .

Senators granted final passage druing
the Tues., Apr. 2, session to the.confer--
ence committee report on HiF. 2204, a
bill creating a nuisance action by indi-
viduals and neighborhood organizations. -
The bill helps communities maintair’
order in their neighborhoods by address-
ing the problems related to drugsand = -
prostitution, said the bill’s sponsor, Sen.
Ellen Anderson (IDFL-St. Paul). During -
debate in the conference committee,
sections-of the bill related to gambling
and alcohol abuse were removed, limiting -
the bill to prostitution, drug and firearm:: .
dealing, she said. : :

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said -
that while he is opposed to illegal activi-
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ties, the bill only allows citizens to “clog

r civil courts.” Betzold said that the bill
-ould create problems by allowing
vigilante groups to drag people through
the coutt system. :

“Guns, prostitution and drug dealing
are absolutely destroying our communi-
ties, said Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.. |
Paul). “It is fine for you people who live in

the suburbs to say that we don’t need this. -

The criminal laws are not working. Here
is a chance to take some additional
action,” he said.

“Sen. Kelly is trying to turn this into an
innet-city versus suburban fight,” said
Sen. Allan Spear (DFLfMpls.). “L too
represent the inner city and I understand
that residents are tired of gun dealers and
pimps making the neighborhood unbear-
able. We have to be careful not to let the
problems that inner cities face stampede
us." The bill passed on.a 34-15 vote: . -

Senators also took up debate on H.F.
3243, the conference committee report on
the jobs, energy and economic develop-
ment omnibus bill containing appropria-
tions totaling $23.7 million for FY 97. =
Within this appropriation is $4 million for
the Minnesota investment fund, $6
million for the Minnesota Youth Program
providing fot summer youth employment
nrograms, $9 million for home energy

ssistance, $250,000 for the Job Skills
tjartnership Board, $100,000 for the
Minnesota film board, and $550,000 for
the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.

The measure, sponsored by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), had been rejected
at an earlier session because of provisions
relating to deputy motor vehicle regis-
trars. However, members reconsidered

the vote to reject the conference commit-
tee report and repassed the measure 37-24.

Wetlands compromise heard
After a recess pending messages from
the other body, the Senate began the
Tues. afternoon, Apr. 2, session with
consideration of H.F. 1800, a conference

committee report on sustainable develop- |

ment for local government. Under the
bill, the Office of Strategic and Long
Range Planning develops and publishes a
guide and a model ordinance to help local
units of government plan for sustainable
development, based on principles devel-
oped by the Environmental Quality
Boatd, with advice from the governor’s
round table on sustainable development.
Bill sponsor, Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-
North Branch), said the Senate conferees
compromised on the definition of “sus-

N,

ﬁinable development,” a key element to
¢

e bill, but said the new language is “just

slightly different” from the Senate
wording. Johnson's motion that the
Senate adopt the recommendations of the
conference committee prevailed. The bill
passed, 53 to 0.

Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine) asked members to consider
of H.E. 787, a revision of the state
wetland act. Moe noted the conference
committee report was not yet before the
Senate, but said members can expedite
the proceedings by hearing from conferees
on the details of the conference commit-
tee report and completing discussion and
debate. .He said when the measure arrives
from the other chamber, Senators will be
prepared to vote.

Bill sponsor LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief .

River Falls), said interested parties have
“worked out all the controversies” during
a ten month process of re-writing the law.
Stumpf, who co-chaired the confetence
committee, said the wetland reform act of
1996 is an extensive overhaul of the .
original 1991 law, which “simply didn’t
work.” ) , ’ v

He said the new approach is built on
the use of incentives, rather than man-
dates, to encourage compliance, and a
comprehensive statewide wetlands
management plan based on local input.
He said past regulation, assuming one law
would address all needs statewide, wasn’t
practical or workable. “This allows for
local tailoring of envjronmental regula-
tions in different regions around the ‘
state,” he said. N )

Stumpf said the measure uses Federal
Fish and Wildlife Department guidelines
in defining eight types of wetlands, to
relieve some of the current confusion
about what a wetland is. He said the

wetland replacement plans are based on
.“sequencing” or “prioritizing.” To simplify

the process, local government units can
perform a site analysis. L

The report sets up a procedure to
replace wetlands in the Metro Area, and
rewrites exemptions to the law. Stumpf
said one section covers replacement
credits, an “important component of the
bill, which we addressed by increasing the

credit for land coming out of the Conser-

vation Reserve Program, land considered
buffer areas, or land that surrounds a wet-
land.” He said the comprehensive wet-
lands management protection plan gives
“greatest flexibility to counties that have
80 percent or more of their wetlands; less
to those who have less than 80 percent.”
Stumpf said the bill appropriates
$130,000 for assistance to develop local

wetland plans, $120,000 in grants for local -

units of government to work on' their -
plans, $100,000 for counties to assess and

~ inventory current draining systems, and |

$50,000 for the Association of Minnesota
Counties to hold public drainage work-
shops. o o o
Conferee Sen: Steve Dille (R-Dassel)
said the wetland reform update includes a

‘broader definition of agricultural land; -

which provides more exemptions and
gives farmers greater control over their

" disputes.

land. He said the proposal makes it easier
for local governments to rebuild and
improve roads that may adversely impact
wetlands. All they have to do, he said, is
“report to the state how many acres are
adversely affected, and the state will
replace the wetlands in.very important

. areas.” He said if anew road is in an
“ n
- “over.80 percent wetland area,” the

government unit can buy replacement
credits at a discount. . '
Dille noted there is a $3 million

.appropriation in the bonding bill for

wetland replacement, half of which has to

be used in the Metro area, and $11.5

million for wetland restoration. = . .
Conferee Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora)

said the bill “simplifies the bureaucracy.”

‘He outlined the liability and compensa-

tion language and the duties of the -
Attorney General, and provisions that
allow the state to intervene on'behalf of -
local governments in private property
Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-International
Falls) told the Senate there are more
wetlands in Koochiching and Beltrami’
than in the rest of the state, and said the

‘bill “does absolutély nothing for northern

Minnesota courities, to address their
problems.” He said the conferees did the
best they could, but “if ariybody thinks
this is the end of it, it's not. We’ll be back
next year.” . R
Stumpf acknowledged several Notthern

" Minnesota counties have the burden of

having many wetlands, but pointed out
the bill allows counties to put a public
value on those wetlands, exempt one type
of wetland, set up banking provisions, and
replace wetlands outside their counties.

* Dille recommended the counties develop -
_their own county wetland ordinances, and

design a system that works best for their
needs. L
Stumpf noted that roads are the reaso

* most wetlands are impacted; and said the
‘bill takes the burden off ‘local units of
government, and shifts it ‘to the state.

“The rationale,” he continued; “is that
this is really a state responsibility. This
allows wetlands to be replaced in other
parts of the state where they are needed.”
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Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Friday, March 22 I :

H.F. 2298-Beckman: Extends the effective period of éxémptions granted by the Board of Government Innovation and Cooperations
and grants Independént School District No. 2134, United South Central; a waiver from a law related to ‘elections. 62-0 -

H.F. 2818-Samuelson: Omnibus health and human services supplemental appropriations bill: 47-17 ' i e

S.F. 2856-Beckman: Omnibus crime prevention supplemental appropriations bill. 63-1

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Friday, March 22 , , - :
H.F. 1800-Johnson, J.B.: Requites a sustainable development planning guide and a model ordinance to be developed for local government
use by the office of strategic and long-range planning, adopts principles of sustainable development and requires reports. 63-0 :
S.F. 1147-Novak: Allows for a market value exclusion for electric power generation facilities based on facility efficiency and requires a'

study. 41-22 ' : v e : . ’ ' !

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Tuesday, March 26 , _ )
S.F. 1919-Runbeck: Makes technical and administrative changes in provisions relating to reemployment insurance. 46-16 o
S.F. 2123-Terwilliger: Clarifies the procedures peace officers must follow when deciding where t6 place a child placed oni a health and
welfare hold, requires notices, clarifies the duties of related persons receiving a child on a 72-hour health and ‘welfare hold, requires
least restrictive placement for a child on a 72-hour health and welfare hold, clarifies the reporting procedures and requirements for
- the placing officer to notify the county'agency and the court, changes certain emergency licensing procedures, authorizes petitions
and appearances and specifies review in certain cases. 60-0 , o o T o
S.F. 2445-Johnson, J.B.: Clarifies status of game refuge designations, removes the residency requirement for youth hunting, permits
nonresident students to take big game, modifies provisions relating to short-term fishing licenses, special permits, ‘commercial
. fishing, taking deer,:-moose licenses, blaze orange, trout anid salmon, stamps and sturgeon and paddlefish, removes cértain provisions

relating to wild rice and requires and review. 55-0 . ) _ » _ ) o _.
H.F. 2478-Pappas: Regulates notaries public, provides penalties and requires notaries public who provides services in another language

to post signs clarifying that the notaries are not attorneys. 58-0 o :
H.F. 2834-Johnson, J.B.: Aaron Sahli Child Boating Safety Act. Modifies the requiréments for operation of a motor boat by a yoath, *
‘modifies provisions for operation of a personal watercraft by a youth. 56-5 ' L L
HLF. 2519-Morse: Increases the amount of reimbursement available for the cleanup of ‘petroleum releases by ‘responsible persons. 59-0
HLF. 2206-Murphy: Removes mandates from higher education and requires increased accountability and performance for funding. 58-3
HLF. 1567-Pogemiller: Regulates the deposit and investment of public funds, regulates agreements rélated to public funds, requiresa’
study and makes conforming changes. 60-0 B o ‘ o
H.F. 2580-Samuelson: Modifies restrictions for nonresident fish houses. 58-0 . o
HLF. 2375-Reichgott Junge: Prohibits fees for preparing certain reports relating to local improvements from being based primarily on
the estimated cost of improvement. 57-2 o R "’ ' . o B
H.F. 2171-Morse: Clarifies the powers of the Pollution Control Agency Board and the commissioner: 57-0
H.E. 2752-Price: Provides for the licensing and regulation of pawnbrokets and provides penalties.’ 58-0 ’
HLF. 2782-Metzen: Provides for the creation of an Advisory Council on Intergovernmental Relations. 51-8

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Tuesday, March 26 DR o

S.F. 1895-Reichgott Junge: Requires the return of public subsidy by candidates who violate the Fair Campaign Practices Act. 63-0

HLF. 2218-Metzen: Dept. of Administration housekeeping bill; modifies performance réport requirements, requites that interagency
bills be paid promptly, prohibits state agencies from undertaking capital improvements without legislative authority, conforms leased
space requirements to existing law, requires that state agencies comply with information policy office requirements tegarding
information systems equipment and data collection, modifies revolving fund authority, increases resource ‘Tecovery goals and
modifies collection requirements. 60-1 ' ' o LY R

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Wednesday, March 27 _ o

S.F. 1902-Pappas: Relates to the Council on Affairs of Spanish Speaking People, the Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans, the
Council on Black Minnesotans and the Indian Affairs Council, changes the name of the Council on Affairs of Speaking People to
the Council on affairs of Chicano/Latino People, changes the composition and powers of the Coiiricils on’Affairs of Spanish
Speaking People and Asian-Pacific Minnesotans, provides for appointments and eliminates an expiration date, 57-0 -~ ;

S.F. 1885-Knutson: Clarifies foster care payment and placement; clarifies adoption assistance, defines egregious harm in the juvenile
code and amends the parental rights termination statute. 58-0 ' o ' ’ . o ER

S.F. 1872-Berglin: Requires peace officers to undergo training in community policing techniques. 57-1 .

S.F. 2457-Flynn: Ratifies various state employee contracts, regulates the salaries of certain higher education officers, establishes a
vacation donation sick leave account, prescribes the form and use of uniform collective bargaining settlement forms, and allows

certain students to work for the Dept. of Transportation for 48 months. 60-0 ‘ R .
S.F. 2720-Marty: Permits simultaneous candidacy for nomination by major and minor parties with their consent under ¢ertain : o
conditions. 59-1 ‘ _ - o . . ' R
S.F. 2012-Beckman: Designates a portion of marked trunk Highway No. 22 as Victory Drive, designates a portion of marked trunk -
highway No. 15 as Veterans Memorial Highway and provides for reimbursement of costs. 58-1_, o o "
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S,F. 2116-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill; Modifies eligibility for manufacturer and wholesaler licenses, clarifies requirements for selling or
furnishing alcoholic beverages, allows bed and breakfast facilities to furnish wine to guests without a license under certainn _
circumstances, abolishes the state license for importation of sacramental wine, exempts certain types of wine tastings from statutory
restrictions, allows off-sale retailers to offer samples of distilled spirits, allows brewers to furnish beer directly to retailers for tastings,
allows off-sale retailers to sell distilled spirits in 50 milliliter bottles, allows on-sale retailers to prohibit the carrying of alcoholic
beverages onto the licensed premises, specifies items that may be sold in municipal liquor stores, removes references to
nonintoxicating malt liquor from statute, rules, and local licenses, authorizes on-sale licenses for tour boats on the St. Croix and
Maississippi Rivers, requires establishments selling alcoholic beverages to post certain signs, directs the commissioners of public safety
and health to design the signs, authorizes additional on-sale licenses in West St. Paul and Eagan, authorizes a seasonal on-sale

license in Wadena and repeals a special law restricting on-sale licenses in Thief River Falls. 60-0 :

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Wednesday, March 27.
H.F. 2816-Mondale: Regulates the use and dissemination of personally identifiable information about consumers of computer
information services, 52-0 ' »

H.F. 2042-Anderson; Provides that makiﬁg vequail ,bppdi'tljnities in athletic programs available on the basis of sex is not an unfair

discri_'minatoryipractice. 50-10

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Thursday, March 28" e L
S.F. 842-Betzold: Modifies Board of Psychology duties, changes types of licensure; changes licensure provisions, provides for discipline
and provides penalties. 56-0 .
S.F. 2255-Betzold: Provides for filling of vacancies in the elected offices of mayor or council members in statutory cities and county
commissioners. 56-0 L TR . o , ’ o
HL.F. 2369-Metzen: Omnibus banking bill, regulates consumer credit, modifies rates, fees and other terms and conditions, provides
clarifying and technical changes, provides opportunities for state banks to develop their Minnesota markets through broader
intrastate branching, modifies finance charge provisions and other provisions for certain cooperatives and provides technical
corrections. 54-0 - ' B
H.F. 2059-Dille: Makes changes to the Veterinary Practice Act. 56-1
H.F. 2413-Johnson, J.B.: Clarifying procedures for examination of certain cemetery accounts and records by the state auditor and
provides for the transfer of cemeteries to and from local units of government. 60-0 o
S.F. 302-Kelly: Increases the minimum wage, requires large employers to pay $5 per hour beginning Sept. 1, 1996 and'$5.35 per hour
beginning Sept. 1, 1997, and requires small employers to pay at least $4.75 per hour beginning Sept. 1, 1996 and $5.10 per hour
\ _beginning Sept. 1, 1997. 44-20 » _ : ERE - o o
).F. 66-Solon: Establishes the Board of Licensed Professional Counseling, reqiiires professional counselors to be licensed, requiires

certain actions against occupational therapists to be commenced within two years, provides exceptions from x-ray operation
‘examination requirements, requires tulemaking and provides penalties. 55-7 ’ '

H.F. 2156-Pogemiller: Omnibus k:12"education supplemenital dppropriations. 62-1 ‘

H.F. 2112-Morse: Authorizing the establishment of individual municipal sewer treatment system‘and well loan programs, specifies

: .

_compliance requirements for existing individual sewage treatment systems, clarifies licensing requirements for sewage system™

_pumpers and provides for tempotary licenses. 59-0 - » v B
H.F. 2207-Novak: Adopts changes to the Midwest Interstate Compact on Low-level Radidactive Waste and makes conforming
B Changes- 62‘0 YL A B ‘ - . ‘r . Lt ) o o . . .
S.F. 315-Sams: Changes and clarifies provisioris of the Minnesota electioni law and the ethics in government law. 59-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Thursday, March 28 v

S.F. 489-Betzold: Limits punitive damages in cases involving products or devices approved by the FDA. 37-25

H.F. 2417-Riveness: Modifies various provisions governing Minnesota public pension plans, makes various benefit and coverage
modifications, redirects various state pension aids to first class city teachers retirement find ‘associations, requires certain school
district employer contribution increhses, establishes reporting requirements, makes changes to provisions on volunteer firefighter
relief associations, creatés a special task force, and makes various administrative modifications. 62-0 o IR

H.F. 532-Metzen: Proposes an amendment to the Minnesota' Constitution permitting the payment of a monetary bonus to veterans of
the Persian Gulf War. 58-0 o : o ) '

S.F. 2175-Metzen: Provides for integration of University of Minnesota hospitals and Fairview hospital, modifies benefits for certain
former participants in the Minnesota State Retirement System, authorizes additional service credits for certain University of
Minnesota hospital and clinics-employees, authorizes additional augmentation for employees of the University of Minnesota
hospital and clinics who terminate participation in the Minnesota'Staté Retirement System, and imposes conditions protecting the
rights of employees on any integration of the University of Minnesota hospital and clinics and Fairview hospital and health care
services. 60-2°° s ' ' o ‘ ’

S.F. 2886 -Merriam: Sets the amount of the budget reserve, reduces the propetty tax recognition shift and provides for adjustments to

appropriations following forecasts of general fund revenues and expenditures. 52-4

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Friday, March 29
SF. 1915-Oliver: Omnnibus commerce department provisions; changes the eriforcement authority of the commissioner, provides
). ‘continuing education and reporting requirements for certain licenses, regulates inspections of cosmetology salons and schools,
regulates disclosures of information and datd, regulates securities registrations and exemptions, regulates franchise registrations and
definitions, regulates cancellations of membership camping contracts, modifies the bond or insurance requirements for abstractors,
regbullatess residential building contractors, regulates certain real estate disclosures, and regulates unclaimed properties and notaries
public. 50-9 ‘ . o ' ’
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H.F. 3052-Hottinger: Clarifies that existing law prohibits the terminat
branch of government, including the Legislature. 61-0 ‘ , ‘ v
H.F. 2190-Berglin: Makes technical changes in-provisions relating to health insurance, allows re-entry into the small employer market
under certain circumstances, establishes compensation for the reinsurance association, clarifies permitted investments and
guarantees for integrated service networks, expands eligibility for MinnesotaCare to 150 percent of the fedetal poverty level and
provides for the cancellation of recodification efforts. 36-25 S o i ' T
H.F. 2402-Hanson: Dept. of Public Safety housekeeping bill, abolishes the vehicle registration'tax exemptions for representatives of
- foreign powers, allows special licensé plates for cettain persons to be issuéd to owner of certain truicks, removes restriction on time to
apply for disability plates, changes fee and certain’administtative procedures relating to the registration program for fleet vehicles,
abolishes requirements to keep records of motor vehicles not using the highways and to prepare certain utinecessary repotts, defines
motorized bicycles to include electri-assisted bicycles, provides for operation of electri-assisted bicycles and 'makes various technical
changes. 59-0 S ; ‘ . T, »
S.F. 1980-Hottinger: Omnibus insurance bill; regulates coverages, regulates premium taxes, modifies agenit cancellations or "
terminations, provides certain filing requitements for domestic insurets, regulates disclosures and policy and contract provisions,
provides for the operation and administration of the medical malpractice joint underwriting association and the Minfesota Joint
Underwriting Association, regulates policy cancellations or terminations and claims practices, regulates information: handling
practices, establishes solvency requirements, regulates the provision of certain insured services and requires a study and a teport.58-5
S.F. 1997-Hottinger: Living wage bill; requires businesses with state or local financial assistance to pay at least a poverty level wage and

ion of insurarce agents as a result of communications with any

requires the commissioner of revenue to set goals for jobs and wages for new tax expenditures. 41-23 © ¢ = |
S.F. 2410-Ranum: Omnibus data practices bill; provides for the classification of and a¢cess to government data. 572 ¢
Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Friday, March 29 - . -
HLE. 2101-Stumpf: Allows mail balloting in certain elections in additional cities and towns. 35-28
H.F. 343-Reichgott Junge: Proposes ari'amendment to the Minnesota Constitution providing for thé recall of elected state officers. 34-29

Bills granted concutrence and repassage Friday, March 29
S.F. 317-Betzold: Permits cities to close certain unlawful businesses. 510

Conference committee reports adoptéd and repassed Saturday, March 30
S.F. 2381-Johnson, D.J.: Regulates intrastate intraLATA telecommunications setvices. 61-0
Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Saturday, March 30 T
S.F. 2691-Pappas: Establishes transportation policy for the Metropolitan Area, requires a performance audit of the metropolitan .~
transportation system, requires a performance audit of the metropolitan transportation system, expands the Metropolitan Council’s’
authority over metropolitan highways, requires the council to-establish a community-based transit demonstration program, provides
a service incentive for opt-outs, provides for legislative auditor to prepare a best practices report and requires the council to prepare -
a transit redesign plan for 1997. 59-2 . o B o ' o

H.F. 2704-Pappas: Abolishes the Transportation regulation Boatd an__d: .f_rari's'fersz'duties at_id“pc_):wersr to the ‘éi(')ﬁn'm,issiongfs‘ of publi(::‘,

service and transportation, modifies laws governing motor carriers, clarifies the definition of warehouse operator, and sets the salary
ranges for judges, constitutional officers and state agency heads. 35-27 ' ' : - .-

H.F. 3012-Mondale: Modifies a levy limitation for the Metropolitan Council, allows for distribution of funds from the tax base
revitalization account tg development authorities, authorizes the Metropolitan Council to issue bonds, prohjbits construction by the
Metropolitan Airports Commission of a new major airport, requires inclusion of noise mitigation plans in the capital improvement
plan, requires soundproofing of buildings, and prohibits construction of a third parallel runway and provides for implementation of

the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport year 2010 long-term comprehensive plan. 40-20

Conference committee reports adopted and 'repassed Monday, April 1~ o o
H.F. 637-Novak: Allows for a market value property tax exclusion for an electric cogeneration facility based on, the facility’s efficiency,
permits certain consumptive use of water, provides for electric supply agreements, and provides for an analysis of utility taxation.” 39-24
S.F. 2702-Langseth: Omnibus transportation and public transit supplemental appropriations; increases speed limit to 65 miles per-hour .
on divided highways outside the Metro Area, provides for the recording of speeding violations, authorizes special license plates;
provides for designated parent agreements, authorizes tax levies for replacement transit service and provides for highway disputes .
between counties and municipalities. 62-2 . ' L o ' T
HL.F. 2493-Morse: Modifies provisions of various local pension plans, makes miscellaneous benefit and administrative changes, includes
nonprofit firefighting corporations as municipalities in certain circumstances. 45-0 ' ’ :
H.F. 2282-Morse: Modifies provisions of the Reinvest in Minnesota Resources program. 50-0 ‘
H.F. 2419-Novak: Regulates a mandate to generate electricity using biomass as a fuel, and modifies matching requirements for
appropriations.57-0 L L e
H.F. 1648-Hottinger: Limits admissibility of evidence regarding a retraction in libel actions against newspapers. 55-0 o
S.F. 1187-Betzold: Directs the Dept. of Human Services to determine and pay certain compénsation of the appeals panel along with
allowable fees and costs of patient’s counsel, extends the state’s authority to obtain a lien when covering medical care for a person,
adds proyisions to the notice required for monetary claims, and provides for a request for information to demonstrate the
effectiveness of telemedicinie devices as a high quality, lower cost altetnative to in-person home visits from home care personnel. 57-0°
S.F. 918-Wiener: Proposes an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution to abolish the office of staté treasurer and transfers or répeal
the powers, responsibilities and duties of the state treasurer. 54-1 oL L

Bills granted final'péésagé on Special Orders Monday, April 1

S.F. 2515-Anderson: Protects interests of employees following railroad acquisitions. 42-20

14



H.F. 219-Samuelson: Provides for welfare reform, establishes the MN]Jobs Program, appropriates money for child care, requires coverage
-~ for treatment of Lyme disease. 63-1 > ‘

.F. 1584-Berglin: Requites the commissioner of human services to study and make recommendation on the administration of the
community alternative care program and to study, requires a study and report on the effect on medical assistance waiver programs of
medically fragile children in foster care, provides for the appropriations contained in the omnibus health and human services
conference committee report without provisions allowing counties to contract directly with health care providers. 63-1

H.F. 2318-Berg: Regulates lawful gambling expenditures and teports, provides enforcement powers, removes the restriction on
compensation to persons who participate in the conduct of lawful gambling. 54-4
- S.F. 2884-Johnson, D.J.: Updates to changes in federal law, allows an extension to file individual income tax returns and property tax -
refunds for national guard and reserve members who are called to active duty, provides filing extensions for individuals who perform-
services for the peacekeeping efforts in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Macedonia. 57-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage Monday, April 1
S.F. 2340-Marty: Omnibus DW1 provisions; defines the crime of motor vehicle operation resulting in bodily harm and prescribes
penalties. 61-0 :

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed Tuesday, April 2
H.F. 3243-Kroening: Omnibus jobs, energy and community development supplemental appropriations. 37-24

HL.F. 2204-Anderson: Provides for a nuisance action by individuals and neighborhood organizations. 34-15 )

HL.F. 1800-Johnson, J.B.: Requires a sustainable development planning guide and a model ordinance to be developed for local
government use by the Office of Strategic and Long-Range Planning, adopts principles of sustainable development and requires
reports. 53-0

HLF. 787-Stumpf: Modifies provisions relating to public waters and wetlands. 63-2

H.F. 2218-Metzen: Dept. of Administration housekeeping bill; modifies performance report requirements, requires that interagency
bills be paid promptly, prohibits state agencies from undertaking capital improvements without legislative authority, conforms leased
space requirements to existing law, requires that state agencies comply with information policy office requirements regarding
information systems equipment and data collection, modifies revolving fund authority increases resource recovery goals and modifies
collection requirements. 61-0 . _ \ ) v

S.F. 840-Cohen: Makes changes to provisions relating to campaign finance and changes the tréatiment of spénding limits and public
subsidy in certain cases.: 48-15, - SR A ST B T A VR NS

H.F. 374-Novak: Exempts large electrical power generating plant from certificate of need proceeding when selected by the Public
Utilities Commission from a bidding process to select resources to meet the utility’s-projected energy démand..61-0 '

.F. 2318-Berg: Regulates the imposition of certain taxes on pari-mutuel racing, provides for the handling of claims on unredeemed
tickets, regulates expenditures from lawful gambling, provides enforcement powers, removes the restriction on. compensation to
persons who participate in the conduct of lawfil gambling. 4516 - o : A :

H.F. 1648-Hottinger: Provides for recovery of damages and injunctive relief for victims of bias offenses and imposes parental liability. 59-2

H.F. 3273-Riveness: Capital budget bill, provides for spending to acquire and to better public land and buildings and other public
improvements of a capital nature and authorizes the issuance of bonds. 62-3 . ’ S ' '

H.F. 3012-Mondale: Modifies a levy limitation for the Metropolitan Council, allows for distribution of funds from the tax base
revitalization account to development authorities, authorizes the Metropolitan Council to issue bonds, prohibits construction by the
Metropolitan Airports Commission of a new major airport, requires inclusion of noise mitigation plans in the capital improvement
plan, requires soundproofing of buildings, and prohibits construction of a third parallel runway and provides for implementation of
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport year 2010 long-term comprehensive plan. 56-9 ) e o

H.F. 219-Samuelson: Provides for welfare reform, establishes the MN]Jobs Program, appropriates money for child care, requires coverage
for treatment of Lyme disease. 58-6 ST

H.F. 343-Reichgott Junge: Proposes an amendment to the constitution to provide for recall of elected officials. 34-30

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders Tuesday, April 2

H.F. 1844-Johnson, D.J.: Provides for a property tax freeze for property taxes payable in 1997, provides for exceptions in cases where
referenda have been previously approved, requires the Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal policy to prepare and
recommend to the Legislature a property tax reform and education aids reform program ahd provides for a task force, 53-10

S.F. 2871-Kelly: Revisors bill; makes technical changes, corrections and clarifications. 63-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage Wednesday, April 3
S.F. 1861-Johnson, J.B.: Makes changes to waste management provisions. 39-23

Bills granted final passage under suspension of the rules Wednesday, April 3
H.F. 2102-Hottinger: Makes technical changes to provisions relating to the Dept. of Revenue and contains many provisions of the
omnibus tax bill. 49-14 » ,
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