





Floor action

Thursday, April 4

Emissions bill approved

A bill exempting vehicles that are five
years old or less, from the annual emissions
inspection, was given preliminary passage by
the Senate, Thurs., May 4. Authored by
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul)
the measure limits the fee to $8 dollars per
vehicle.

Metzen told members that both the
Environmental Protection Agency and the
Pollution Control Agency support the five-
year standard. “The bill received a lot of
scrutiny in committees,” Metzen said, “and
what you have before you is good compro-
mise that will put an end to some of this
burdensome and unnecessary testing.”

An attempt to eliminate the program was
made by Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington).
Pariseau’s amendment would have elimi-
nated the testing program at the contract’s
expiration date, July 1, 1998. “Your
constituents have already let you know how
they feel about this program,” she said, “and
it’s time to end it.”

Several Senators voiced opposition to the
amendment, including Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota). “The only way we can end
this program is by demonstrating that we
can meet the air quality standards of the
EPA without it,” Morse said, “and we can’t
demonstrate that.”

Morse told members that eliminating the

rogram would not only worsen air quality,
Eut also produce serious backlash from the
federal government. To avoid jeopardizing
federal funding that the state receives for
highway projects, he said that an emission
testing program is imperative.

Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge also opposed
the Pariseau amendment. “The very reason
we're here today to make certain exemptions
is because the program worked,” she said.
“It’s precisely because of this program that
we have cleaner air in Minnesota today.”
Reichgott Junge also pointed to the $22
million in federal funding that the state
receives for meeting the EPA standard, and
cautioned against taking action that would
threaten the funding. The amendment
failed, 32-32.

An amendment to exempt premium
gasoline from oxygenate requirements,
offered by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul),
also prompted heatedy debate. Kelly argued
that consumers are tired of having the
government limit their choices. He said that
granting an exemption to the ethanol
mandate for premium gasolines is a “modest
amendment” that provides the public with
choice.

Morse quickly rose to question whether or
not the amendment was germane. Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm) said
that the amendment deals with a different
chapter of the law and “is for a substantially
different purpose.” However, Senate
President Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), ruled
that the amendment was germane.

“This is about big oil,” Morse said. “They
want to undercut tﬁe very successful ethanol
program that we've estabfished here in
Minnesota and slice off a segment of the
market for ‘pure gasoline,’ he continued.

Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)

agreed with Morse, and told members that
small Minnesota corn growers face insur-
mountable competition from the oil
industry.

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) pointed out that the ethanol industry
is already substantially subsidized through
state programs,

“If ethanol is so great, then let it stand on
it's own merits,” added Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington). “But if someone wants
to burn something other than ethanol, let
them.”

After more than an hour of debate, Kelly’s
amendment was finally defeated, 32-32.

Vulnerable Adults Act additions

Updating provisions of the Vulnerable
Adults Act, the Senate passed S.F. 512 in
other floor action on Thurs., May 4. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-
Mpls.g changes definitions of abuse,
reporting and response, investigations and
consequences. The modifications are
designed to improve the efficiency of the
reporting and investigation process and
assure the system is fair to all, according to
Spear. The bill establishes a felony penalt
for persons guilty of criminal negligence of a
vulnerable adult.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
offered an amendment to reduce the
negligence penalty to a gross misdemeanor.
The severe charge will create fear and
second guessing among caregivers, Hottinger
said, resulting in increased use of unneces-
sary medical care and treatments. The
Eenalty may have unintended consequences

y punishing someone for not doing
something, Hottinger said.

Spear responded that the standards for
criminal negligence are very strict and
narrow. The penalty, he said, is aimed at
conscious, careless treatment and is acti-
vated as a result of “reckless indifference.”
The Hottinger amendment was approved by
a vote of 43-18. :

Attempting to protect spiritual means or

rayer for treatment, Sen. Jane Ranum
EDFLfMpls.) offered an amendment to the
bill ¢hat clarifies that an adult’s religious
wishes are considered, not only the
caregiver’s.

Although Spear supported the goal
behind the amendment, he expressed
concern that Ranum’s proposal exposes
family members to liability issues. Tt is
difficult to show that an adult, even though
they have lived their life according to
religious tenets, wants a particular kind of
care if it is not stated, Spear said. Ranum’s
amendment failed to gain approval.

Other attempts to amend the bill were
unsuccessful, and the bill was passed.

In other action, a bill relating to traffic
regulations, noise abatement and noise
limits was passed by the full Senate. Sen.
Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall), author of
the bill, explained that the bill contains
exemptions of highways, freeways, and
expressways from noise limits.

The exemption caused debate among
Senators. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul) advocated defeat of the provision.
“We need to have statewide standards to
protect the urban, as well as rural, quality of

life,” Anderson said. The no-noise limit
impact on urban communities would have a
detrimental effect on communities, property
values and decision-making, Anderson
continued.

Sen. Dan Stevens (IR-Mora), supported
Lesewski's efforts, encouraging decision-
making at the local level. Minnesota’s
standards are already stricter than the federal
noise limit level, he noted. The state does
not need the additional requirements, said
Stevens. The bill was approved as pre-
sented.

A bill relating to administrative
rulemaking was carried by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato). The bill revises
procedures for the adoption and review of
agency rules. Sen. David Knutson (IR-
Burnsville) offered an amendment that
repeals numerous administrative rules.
Supporting the amendment, Hottinger said
it “cleans up the process.” The authority to
make tules is a strong power, he said, and
the Legislature shouFd grant the power
thoughtfully.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
expressed concern about the amendment,
noting that Senators had no idea what each
provision in the extensive proposal actually
did. Despite his objections, the amendment
was adopted.

Tobacco regulations bill okayed

Senators approved during the Thurs., May
4, floor session, a bill requiring inspections,
reporting and training for tobacco retailers.
{\)/Iﬁmbers also considered several additional

ills.

Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), author of
S.F. 558, explained that the bill provides for
penalties to help deter tobacco use by the
state’s minors. “[The provisions] go a long
ways toward reducing the use of tobacco
among the youth,” he said.

The bill allows towns and cities to
regulate retail sale of tobacco and establish a
license fee for sales. The bill also provides
for state penalties to retailers and individuals
in cases where local ordinances have not
been enacted. Sams emphasized that the bill
does not pre-empt local ordinances that may
provide for more restrictive regulation of
retail tobacco sales.

Cities and counties also are required to
conduct random, unannounced inspections
of tobacco retail locations at least once
every two years. The bill also outlines
requirements for employers to provide a
training program for employees who sell
tobacco products. The bill’s measures go
into effect Jan. 1, 1996.

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) presented S.F. 579, a housekeeping
bill related to reporting and registration
practices of charitable organizations.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
successfully offered an amendment reinsert-
ing language that had been deleted in
committee regarding disclosure practices for
non-profit organizations. The amendment
requires charitable organizations to disclose
the salaries of the top five employees
including compensation from any for-profit
affiliatedg organization only if the affiliated
organization “receives funds from the
charitable organization in excess of total




payments made by the related organization
to the charitable organization.”
) The bill was approved by the Senate.

Friday, May 5

Bonding bill approved

A bill providing funds for school con-
struction and acquisition of the land next to
the last naturally-occurring trout stream in
the Metropolitan Area won the Senate’s
approval during the Fri., May 5, floor
session.

Taking up bills on Special Orders, the
members considered S.F. 1688, the capital
budget bill sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids). The bill provides
about $43 million in bond allocations to be
used for construction or renovation of public
facilities, or land acquisitions. The bill was
amended and then passed, 63-2, before
being tabled to await the arrival of the
companion House File.

Merriam said the bill contains funding in
response o emergency situations or for
opportunities that cannot wait until the
Legislature’s normal capital budgeting
session. The Legislature normally prepares
the capital budget bill in the even-num-
bered year.

Among the projects funded in the bill is a
$9.7 million maximum effort school loan to
the Big Lake School District and another
$6.9 million maximum effort loan to the

~ Kelliher School District. The Dept. of
\Iransportation is allocated $8 million for
Sridge repairs, which includes a $3.5 million
project to repair the Wabasha Street bridge
in St. Paul.

Other allocations include $1 million for
the City of Parkers Prairie to use replace the
city facilities damaged in a propane gas
explosion earlier this year. Another
$900,000 is provided to Metropolitan State
University to buy land adjacent to the St.
Paul campus. Additional bond allocations,
ranging in size from just over $100,000 to
$700,000, are provided to complete projects
authorized in previous capital budget biils.

Two projects included in the bill sparked
considerab{e debate. The first provides $5.2
million to the Dept. of Natural Resources for
the purchase of land around Eagle Creek in
Scott County. “Development is imminent,”
Merriam said, “This is an opportunity for us
to preserve a unique natural area, and if we
don’t do it this year, we won’t be able to do
it at all.”

Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio)
questioned the appropriation. “It seems that
we are all ready protecting a 200-foot strip
[along the creekf," he said. “At what price
to stop trying to save a few fish?”

Merriam suggested that the allocation is
provided because a commitment has been
made by one of the landowners who wants
to preserve the area. “I think thac there’s
also room for development without doing
timage to Eagle Creek,” he said, “Its hard
/b put a price on trout streams because they
just don’t make them any more.”

Berg then offered an amendment to
remove the Eagle Creek proposal from the
bill. “I think spending $5.25 million [for the
project] is extravagant,” he said. “Times are
not good, and I don’t think we should be

spending this when there are other needs.”

Sen. Terry Johnston (IR-Prior Lake), who
had presented a $9 million proposal to the
Legislature for the Eagle Creek project, said
the issue was clear. “All chat’s left is for
members to decide if they want to save Eagle
Creek,” she said.

The Berg amendment to remove the
project was defeated, 1-49.

The second appropriation to attract
discussion was a proposal calling for $2
million to renovate spaces within the State
Capitol. Merriam said the allocation “is
intended to deal with the most delicate of
negotiations” to resolve the office space
disagreements between the House and the
governot’s office.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) offered
an amendment to delete the appropriation
from the bill. She argued that the proposal
should be considered as part of the capital
budget next session. “In a year of when we
are cutting programs, it seems to me that
this is not the year when we should be
spending $2 million on the Capitol,” she
said. Her amendment failed to win adop-
tion on a 19-38 vote.

On a voice vote, the members adopted an
amendment, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DEL-Int'l Faﬁs), appropriating $7 million
for a maximum effort school loan to the
Littlefork-Big Falls School District. ’
Johnston’s amendment, allowing the Eagle
Creek land acquisition to proceed without
approval of the Scott County Board was also
adopted.

Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
presented an amendment transferring the
Public Facilities Authority from the Dept. of
Trade and Economic Development to tEe
Pollution Control Agency. His amendment
was also approved on a voice vote.

Meeting as the Committee of the Whole
to take up bills on General Orders, the
Senate also approved S.F. 1019, the
Metropolitan Livable Communities Act, on
a 59-3 roll call vore.

The measure, authored by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), creates a
Livable Community Fund, set up to provide
an incentive to suburban communities to
develop low-income housing and to assist
communities with high concentrations of
poverty. The fund is to be managed by the
Metropolitan Council.

Mondale said the bill is an effort to
respond to the issues of urban sprawl while
addressing the concerns caused by the
“extreme pockets of poverty” that are found
in the seven-county Metro Area. He said
past attempts to address all of the issues have
caused “a divisive debate”. But Mondale
said this bill represents a bipartisan effort to
end the debate by setting targets for
communities to achieve and providing
incentives to encourage them to do so.

Merriam offered an amendment removing
a provision that reduces the City of
Bﬁ)omin ton’s repayment obligations on a
1987 higﬁway improvement bond authoriza-
tion. Approved in 1986, the improvement
bonds were used by the city to fund the
highway development around the Mall of
America site.

Merriam said the original proposal
requited the city to repay the principle of
the highway improvements bonds at a rate

of 10 percent per year beginning in the year
2000. He said the new provision exempts
the city from that initial repayment sched-
ule. Merriam said that when the highway
improvement bonds were first requested, city
off?cials assured members the repayment
schedule would be met. “I wonder now if
[the city] ever intended to repay [the loan],
or if we were snookered,” he said.

Sen. William Belanger (IR-Bloomington)
opposed the amendment. “The citizens of
Bloomington have seen us give money to
Northwest Airlines and the Target Center,”
he said, “All we are doing is giving the
citizens a share.” Sen. Phil Riveness, a
Bloomington DFLer, spoke against the
amendment. He said the highway improve-
ments contribute to the success of the Mall
of America. He said the revenue generated
in taxes by the mall exceeds the amounts
the city would repay and that “the entire
Metro Area has been a big gainer.”

The Merriam amendment was defeated,
23-37, before the bill was approved.

Metro land plan bill adopted

During the Fri., May 5, afternoon floor
session, the Senate approved a bill updating
the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, passed
a bill creating a public radio system for
Metro Area municipalities, and approved
changes to the state park system. Senators
approved several other bills as well.

Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
explained that H.F. 833 is the culmination
of recommendations made by the Metropoli-
tan Council regarding the comprehensive
planning of Metro Area communities.
Comprehensive plans contain objectives
and policies that guide public and private
land use, development and preservation
within a local governmental unit. The plans
also describe possible effects on adjacent
communities or school districts.

The bill specifies that the plans may
contain provisions to guide joint planning
and decision-making between municipalities
and surrounding communities, and provi-
sions dealing with economic development
within a community. The bill also specifies
that comprehensive plans must include a
water management plan that will be
reviewed, along with the rest of the plan, by
the Metropolitan Council.

One particular provision, dealing with
Metro Area cities’ plans, drew debate among
Senators. Sen. Roy Terwilliger (IR-Edina)
offered an amendment to delete two sections
of the bill. The sections relate to land-use
planning and a local government’s ability to
amend a zoning ordinance. The bill specifies
that if a comprehensive plan developed by a
metro local government is in conflict with
the zoning ordinance, the zoning ordinance
shall be brought into conformance with the
plan. Terwilliger said the provisions took
away local zoning control.

ondale, however, said nothing in the
bill gives the Met Council any more power
over local zoning. What it does, he said, is
require zoning ordinances to mirror compre-
hensive plans to better direct regional
planning and assist citizens’ right to know a-
city’s development plans.

After some discussion, Terwilliger
amended his amendment by just deleting
one section relating to amending a zoning
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ordinance with a majority vote of the local
governing body.

Mondale also presented S.F. 467, a bill
developing the first phase of a shared public
radio system for Metro Area communities
and government units. Among the advan-
tages, Mondale explained, is substantial
savings from sharing towers, transmission
lines and computer controllers on the
network. The system also would provide
adequate transmission capacity for the area’s
needs, the ability to communicate among
jutisdictions in criminal cases, and the
ability of ambulances to communicate with
hospitals throughout the Metro Area. After
]Iairﬁited discussion, the Senate passed the

ill.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
resented H.E. 479, a bill changing the
Eoundaries of several state parks and
changing a Winona County state wayside to
a state park. ——

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
offered an amendment creating a new
Erlandson State Park in Anoka County,
currently the Erlandson Nature Center.
Merriam explained, slightly tongue-in-
cheek, that the state currently does not have
enough state parks and that tﬁe park system
is “flush with money.”

After minimal discussion, Merriam
withdrew the amendment, but immediately
offered an amendment deleting the provi-
sion in the bill that designates the John A.
Latsch State Wayside as the John A. Latsch
State Park. Merriam said he thought the
area did not deserve the distinction as a
state park, noting that the park offered
minimal parking and few public facilities.

In response, Morse said he was “more than
a little surprised to hear Sen. Merriam judge
a park by its parking lot.” He defended the
park’s change in status, saying it was
originally designated a state park, that the
area has many natural resource characteris-
tics that warrant state protection, and that
the 1,500-acre blufflands area overlooking
the Mississippi River is more in line with a
state park than a wayside. The Merriam
amendment to delete the state park
reference prevailed on a voice vote.

Monday, May 8
Child support bill approved

Senators spent much of the Mon., May 8,
floor session debating provisions and
amendments to a bil% ealing with child
support obligations and enforcement
measures. Tﬁe body eventually approved the
bill 55-7.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), chief
author of the bill, said the bill was a
culmination of three years of effort to
enforce the payment of child support. Each
year the state loses $551 million in
uncollected child support, he said, because
of the 186,000 families obligated ro pay,
about 65,000 are in arrears.

Cohen outlined many of the bill’s
provisions designed to enforce the payment
of child support. Among the new provisions
are language providing for driver’s license
suspension without a hearing and liens on
motor vehicles owned by persons who fail to
make regular child support payments. The

bill also delays until January 1997 the state
ublication of names of people who are
Eehind on their support payments. Cohen
said the bill requires the Dept. of Human
Services to report on the progress of the
various collection enforcement programs.

Cohen said the bill’s appropriations saves
the state money in areas and generates some
revenue. One provision generates $100,000
a year for children’s supervised visitation
facilities in rural areas through a $3 increase
in the marriage license fee. .

Several amendments were added to the
bill, including one, sponsored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls), specifying that
the court shall consider the custodial
parent’s cooperation with visitation rights
with the non-custodial parent’s failure to
make timely support payments. The
provision encourages courts or administra-
tive law judges to make parents work out
their differences, Lessard said.

Cohen and other Senators opposed the
amendment. Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin)
said child support is just that, support for the
child. The Lessard amendment would cloud
the issue with relationship issues, she said.

The amendment was adopted on a 46-20
roll-call vote.

In response, Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley) offered an amendment that directs
the courts to consider the impact of any
failure of the non-custodial parent to pay
timely support in any motion to modig
visitation rights. The courts always have
tried to keep the issues separate, he said, but
the Senate voted to combine them.

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake), who voted for the Lessard amend-
ment, also supported the Betzold provision.
Both pieces of legislation are needed, he
said. Payments are just as important as the
relationships when rent, heat and food are
considered, he said. The amendment failed
on a 22-42 vote.

Lessard successfully offered another
amendment allowing the courts to deviate
downward from payment guidelines if it is
found to be in the best interest of the child.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) amended
the amendment to exempt AFDC cases from
the provision.

Sen. Gene Merriam offered an amend-
ment to delete sections of bill requiring
businesses to file with the Dept. of Human
Services W4 forms within 15 days of hiring
a new employee. Businesses currently have
to file to other state agencies annually or
quarterly but filing to another agency is
burdensome to smaller businesses, Merriam
said. The amendment also deletes a section
of the bill containing penalties for businesses
that fail to comply with reporting measures.

Cohen and Chandler, co-authors of the
bill, opposed Mertiam's amendment. Cohen
said the employment community supports
the reporting provision and the measure
most likely will be required at the federal
level eventually. Chandler said requiring
businesses to fiﬁe within weeks of hiring an
employee targets those people who may
avoid child support payments by jumping
from short-term job to short-term job.

The amendment was adopted but later
reconsidered and rejected with a 28-38 roll-
call vote.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall)
offered an amendment giving counties the
option of establishing an alternative
support-determination process. She said by
requiring all county court systems to have an
alternative process, the state is imposing
unnecessary additional costs. “Granted, the
alternative process is less costly for those
courts that are already overburdened,” she
said, “but we should give the counties the
authority to decide ifg they want to spend
their resources in setting up the alternative
process.”

Cohen opposed the amendment. He said
that, since the state has taken over the costs
of running the court system, there would not
be much that the counties would save by
not setting up the alternative process.

The Lesewski amendment was adopted on a
38-22 vote.

The members also narrowly rejected an
amendment, sponsored by Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (IR-Rochester), to remove a
provision creating the Cooperate for
Children Program. Under the program,
parents involved in a child support proceed-
ing will receive information on that

roceeding and offer a non-judicial forum to

egin resolving custodial and visitation
matters. Kiscaden said the program should
be considered with others that give informa-
tion to individuals involved in divorce
proceedings. “We should be looking at what
the best ways are to use our state dollars,”
she said.

Cohen said, “We hear, time and time
again, that we have to get away from
confrontation in the support determination
process.” He said the program will be run as
a pilot project to see ifp such an approach is
feasible. The provision failed, 31-33.

Tuesday, May 9
Gift ban modified

After quickly processing several smaller
bills at the Tues., May 9, floor session,
Senators turned to S.F. 339, a bill making
changes in the law that prohibits public
officials from accepting gifts.

Acting on Special Orders, the Senators

ranted ginal passage to the bill, sponsored

y Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
modifying the gift i’)an legislation passed last
year. As originally written, the bill provides
that a public official may accept a cup of
coffee or other refreshment not to exceed $3
in value, and reasonable travel and lodging
expanses within the state when the recipient
makes a speech or answers questions as part
of a program. The measure also provides that
an official who accepts a gift in a good faith
belief that it is lawful may return it promptly
upon learning that it was not lawfulr,)
without being subject to a penalty. Gifts
from a national or multistate organization as
partof a conference, seminar, or meeting are
not subject to the bill’s provisions if an
equivalent gift is given to all other partici-
pants. The civil penalty for violating the
ethics regulations is determined by the
gihéc(:)al Practices Board and may not exceed

,000.

‘The measure adds elected school district
officials to the list of public officials who are
subject to the gift limit. Sen. Roger Moe




(DFL-Erskine), offered an amendment
removing school officials from the bill.
Marty objected to the amendment, saying
that “the largest share of our property tax
dollars is going to schools,” and that school
boards deal with motre money than anyone
else. The amendment failed on a 23-43 vote.

The Senators approved two other Moe
amendments. The first raises the refresh-
ment limit from $3 to'$5. The second allows
a lobbyist to contribute a prize for a benefit
event if the organization qualifies under IRS
501(c)(3). The amendments were approved
on voice votes.

Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall),
offered an amendment permitting officials to
accept a meal or other hospitality valued at
no more than $25 at a wedding, graduation,
or similar family event. Sen. Terry Johnston
(IR-Prior Lake), objected to the amount,
saying that the amendment would be unfair
to officials in the Metro Area, where
catering costs for such events are higher.
The Senators then changed the amount to
$40 and approved the amendment on a
voice vote.

Sen. Chatles Berg (DFL-Chokio) offered
two amendments. The first, prohibiting the
use of state funds by state agencies to
influence legislators, failed.” The second
requires that each state agency must report
to the board each year how much money it
spent on expenditures for any staff members
who are not registered lobbyists and spend
more than 25 percent of their time during
the legislative session on legislative matters.

) The amendment was approved.

Three other amendments were defeated.
The first, offered by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), permits occasional acceptance
of admissions, food, or beverages exceeding
the $5 limit and requires reporting of the gift
to the Echical Practices Board. The seconﬁ,
authored by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul), permits sponsors of events at publicly
owned facilities to give tickets to events to
officers and employees of the facility for the
purpose of providing access in performing
their duties. The third, offered by Sen. Gen
Olson (IR-Minnetrista), requires back-
ground checks on candidates for public
office.

Members also engaged in a heated debate
before defeating a bill that redistributes a

ortion of tax revenues on homes over
5200,000 among Metro Area communities.

Under current law, tax dollars resulting
from the growth of commercial and indus-
trial development is pooled, then distributed
among Metro Area communities.

The bill adds to the pool tax dollars from
residential property levied on the portion of
a home that exceeds $200,000. Under the
measure, the taxes on $100,000 of a
$300,000 home would go into the pool. The
bill’s sponsor, Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-
New Brighton), said it mandates a tax cut
for 83 percent of people in the Metro Area.
Novak said, “This bill is about the new
%rowth suburbs who have benefited from the

) argesse of the rest of the Metro Area to fund
their infrastructures,” and who have then
used the wealth to attract businesses away
from the inner cities.

Novak said that for 20 years, the region
has spent nearly all Metro Region infrastruc-
ture dollars building freeways and sewers for

southern and western developing suburbs,
and that the windfall of tax cﬁ)llars from the
resulting development should be shared
among the communities whose citizens
financed the development.

Sen. Edward Oliver (IR-Deephaven),
spoke at length against the bill. “It’s a
redistribution policy,” Oliver said. “The
purpose of this provision is redistribution of
wealth. What we're saying is, if a municipal-
ity has higher valued homes, we are going to
take that away and redistribute it to
municipalities with lower valued homes.”

Members approved an amendment offered
by Sen. Phil Igiveness (DFL-Bloomington),
that prevents communities that exclude
commercial and industrial development
from receiving a portion of the distribution.

The Senators then voted on the bill,
defeating it on a 32-34 margin.

One of the last bills to be considered
during the Tues., May 9, floor session was a
measure, S.F. 1052, dealing with the laws
relating to domestic abuse. The measure
conforms domestic abuse defintions,
includes persons with significant relation-
ships, modifies the requirements for an order
for protections and extends the time period
for domestic abuse arrests. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope), had been tabled a few
days earlier after members adopted an
amendment, over Reichgott Junge's
opposition, altering a provision relating to
the ability of a minor to obtain an order for
protection.

After the bill was taken from the table,
Reichgott Junge offered an amendment
?pecifyin that a minor may make a petition

or an order for protection if the minor is
accompanied by a family or household
member, a guardian or, if the court finds
that is in the best interests of the minor, by a
reputable adult age 25 or older. In addition,
the amendment provides that a minor age

16 or older may make a petition on the
minor’s own behalf against a spouse or
former spouse, a person with who the minor
has achifd in common, or a person with
whom the minor is or has been involved in a
significant romantic or sexual relationship, if
the court determines that the minor has
sufficient maturity and judgment and that it
is in the best interest ofJ the minor.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield)
argued against the amendment and re-
quested that the amendment be divided and
each part be voted on separately. Both
pottions of the amendment were adopted
and the bill was granted final passage on a
vote of 38-25.

Wednesday, May 10
Pay raise bill falls

A bill providing pay increases for consti-
tutional officers, judges and legislators was
rejected by the Senate during the Weds.,
May 10, floor session.

On a 22-44 vote, the Senate rejected S.F.
1406, authored by Sen. Roy Terwilliger (IR-
Edina). The bill sets salary increases of
three percent for court judges, effective on
Jan. 1, 1996, and for constitutional officers
and legislators on[!lan. 1,1997. Terwilliger
said the bill, which is based on the recom-
mendations of the State Compensation

Council, also sets the salary ranges for state
agency commissioners and higher education
system heads as a percentage of the
governor's salary.

The Senate’s action followed debate on
several amendments to the bill. Terwilliger
offered an amendment limiting the increases
to the lesser of three percent or to the
average percentage increase awarded in state
employee contracts. The amendment was
adopted.

The proposed pay hike for legislators
sparkecf) a great deal of discussion. Sen.
Linda Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines) sponsored
an amendment to remove the increase for
legislators from the bill. She said the
Er(()fosal runs against the notion that the

ody is a “Citizen Legislature”. Runbeck
argued that the increase serves as an
incentive that encourages members to spend
more time as legislators and less as private
citizens. “This is public service and it
should not be considered as a full-time job,”
she said, “If you don't like the salary, you
have an option -- you can find other work.”

Sen. David Knutson (IR-Burnsville),
speaking in favor of the amendment, said
“Many people in our communities don't get
a three percent increase.” He argued that
more members are making the Legislature
their full-time position, which “is not
serving the desires of our citizens.”

Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington),
said the increase represents a cost-of-living
adjustment and not a base increase. “At
[legislator’s] current salary, we're receiving
less than half the salary of any other elected
state official,” he said. “I think that it is
reasonable for all public servants, including
ourselves, to get a cost-of living adjustment.”

Sen. William Belanger (IR-Bloomington)
said there were other costs that members
pay, recounting the loss of a position he held
when his company reduced its size. Calling
for members to defeat the amendment, he
said the increase is small compensation for
the “price to public service.” ]

The Runbeck amendment failed on a
voice vote.

The Senate also defeated an amendment,
offered by Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-
Northfield), removing the pay increase
recommendations from the bill. His
amendment fell, 26-37.

Members adopted an amendment,
presented by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.),
removing the chair and members of the
Metropolitan Council from salary ranges.
She said the board members should be
allowed to decide their own scale because
they are a local government organization.
Also approved was an amendment,
offerecf) Ey Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul), removing the Transportation
Regulatory Board chair from the salary
range requirement.

Tribal compacts bill approved

A bill terminating the state’s gaming
agreements with Native American tribes was
amended and passed by the Senate, Weds.,
May 10.

After adopting a motion by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio) to take S.F. 1044 from
the table, the Senate continued its consider-
ation of the proposal, which ends the state’s
gaming agreements with Native American




Indian tribes in 1998.

Neuville presented an amendment
eliminating the language of the original bill
and replacing it with a provision calling on
the governor to renegotiate the tribal
compacts. The amendment requires that all
agreements must be approved by both bodies
o% the Legislature. The Legislature’s intent
that the state request negotiations to amend
or replace all tribal-state gaming compacts is
also expressed.

“There were strong objections to declar-
ing the compacts to be terminated on a
certain date,” Neuville said. He added that
the amendment is offered as a compromise
to that proposal:

Berg said the result of the amendment will

be that some of the conditions of the
compacts now in effect will be modified.
Arguing that “90 percent” of compulsive
gambling is caused by the tribal-operated
casinos, Berg said “We ought to reach some
agreement to have the Native American
tribes contribute to the compulsive gam-
bling fund.”

While the tribal governments could still
refuse to renegotiate the compacts, Berg
said, “they would be refusing a legislative
rﬁquest and I don’t think they want to do
that.”

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm)
questioned the provision calling for the
Legislature’s approval of the compacts. “My
concern is that we are prohibited [by the

state constitution] from vetoing actions
taken by the executive branch,” he said.

But Berg said the Legislature should be
informed of the terms of those compacts and
how they were reached. “It’s of suc
importance, we should know what'’s going
on,” he said.

The Neuville amendment was adopted
and S.F. 1044 was passed, 41-24.
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Floor action

Bills granted preliminary approval on General Orders afternoon session May 4, 1995
S.F. 1314-Mondale: Modifies provisions relating to the voluntary investigation and cleanup program and establishes the environmental

improvement pilot program.

S.F. 1089-Lesewski: Exempts highways, freewairsbalnc} excf)ressways from noise limits, requires a noise abatement study and measures for
able fun

freeways and ex%ressways contingent on avai

S.F. 1319-Cohen:

S.F. 512-Spear: Vulnerable Adults Reporting Act changes.
S.F. 558-Sams: Requires inspections of, reports on, and training for tobacco retailers and employees, establishes administrative

penalties, defines display allowance, prohibits payment of disFlay allowance and establishes penalties.
S.E. 579-Chandler: Regulates chatitable organizations and regu
S.F. 503-Riveness: Provides for the Minnesota Collection Enter;

ates filing statements.

provides for venue of Conciliation Court Actions.
S.F. 1170-Mondale: Requires licensure or certification of geoscientists, adds geoscientists to the Board of Architecture, Engineering,
Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, and Interior Design and provides for duties for the board.
HL.F. 1478-Sams: Requires notice to commissioner of agriculture and a public hearing before an agency adopts or repeals rules that

affect farming operations.

ing, and requires an annual noise abatement report.
xtends the availability of valuation exclusions for certain improvements made to property in 1992.

prise, imposes duties, provides powers, imposes a collection penalty, and

S.F. 1076-Johnson, J.B.: Exempts wind energy conversion systems siting from the power plant siting act and authorizes rulemaking. 47-13
f p

S.F. 230-Kelly: Increasing tort

iability limits for claims against governmental units.

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 5, 1995
S.F. 1402-Anderson: Asks state employees to submit suggestions to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of state government. 48-15

Bills granted final passage on the Calendar May 5, 1995

H.F. 1478-Sams: Requires notice to the commissioner of agriculture and a public hearing before an agency adopts or repeals rules that

affect farming operations. 60-0

S.F. 1365-Solon: Regulates fireworks, modifies the definition of the term fireworks, pre-empts local regulation of fireworks and

prohibits sales to minors. 62-0

S.F. 1170-Mondale: Requires licensure or certification of geoscientists, adds geoscientists to the Board of Architecture, Engineering,
Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, and Interior Design and provides for duties for the board. 39-21
S.F. 1076-Johnson, J.B.: Exempts wind energy conversion systems siting from the power plant siting act and authorizes rulemaking. 47-

H.F. 1101-Frederickson: Makinﬁ miscellaneous technical corrections to water laws, delegates permit authority and provides for

minimal impact permits and t

e removal of hazardous dams. 63-0

S.F. 558-Sams: Requires inspections of, reports on, and training for tobacco retailers and employees, establishes administrative
penalties, defines display allowance, prohibits payment of diS{)lay allowance and establishes penalties. 62-0

S.F. 579-Chandler: Regulates charitable organizations and regu

ates filing statements. 62-1

H.F. 2-Metzen: Provides that a vehicle need not be inspected until the year of its registration is five years more than its model year,
changes the inspection fee, and provides a contingent expiration date for the inspection program. 66-0

S.F. 503-Riveness: Provides for the Minnesota Collection Enterprise, imposes duties, provides powers, imposes a collection penalty, and
provides for venue of Conciliation Court Actions. 64-2

S.F. 1089-Lesewski: Exempts highways, freewa{s and expressways from noise limits, requires a noise abatement study and measures for

freeways and expressways contingent on avai

S.F. 512- I_{)ear: Vulnerable Adults Reporting Act changes. 64-1
ottin,

S.F. 871-

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 5, 1995

S.F. 1688-Merriam: Authorizes spending to acquire and better public land and buildings and other public improvements of a capital
nature, authorizes the sale of state bonds, requires periodic reforts on the status of authorized and outstanding state bonds an
provides for cancellation of unused bond authorizations. 63-

able funding, and requires an annual noise abatement report. 48-18

er: Revises the procedures for the adoption and review of agency rules and requires fees to cover costs. 65-0
S.F. 230-Kelly: Increasing tort liability limits for claims against governmental units. 45-21




Bills granted preliminary passage on General Orders May 5, 1995

S.F. 1019-Mondale: Establishes the Metropolitan Livable Communities fund and provides for fund distribution, reduces the levy
authority of the Metropolitan Mosquito Control Commission, and authorizes an economic vitality and housing initiative. 59-3

S.F. 885-Ranum: Modifies the grounds and procedure for proving a public nuisance.

H.F. 493-Pogemiller: Omnibus pension bill that provides for various benefit modifications and related changes that require local
governing body approval.

H.F. 1567-Pogemiller: Regulates the deposit and investment of public funds and regulates agreements related to the funds.

S.F. 900-Piper: Relates to state family preservation programs, changes licensing requirements and reconsideration for foster care, adds

rovisions for drop-in child care programs, adds provisions for the Minnesota Family Preservation Act, and expands eligibility for
Fndian Child Welfare grants.

H.F. 1238-Price: Provides for planning, development, review, coordination of Metropolitan Area surface and groundwater
management,

HL.F. 479-Morse: Provides for additions to and deletions from state parks, establishes a new state park and deletes two state waysides.

S.F. 1270-Dille: Clarifies procedures for agricultural chemical response reimbursement.

S.F. 467-Mondale: Provides for coordination and consolidation of public safety radio communications systems, provides for governance
and finance of the state and regional elements of a regionwide public safety radio communication system, extends the public safety
channel moratorium and authorizes the use of 911 emergency telephone service fees for costs of the regionwide public safety radio
communication system.

H.F. 833-Mondale: Modifies provisions relating to comprehensive municipal planning in the Metropolitan Area.

H.F. 493-Pogemiller: Makes changes to various local public employee pension plans and provides for various benefit modifications and
related changes that require local governing body approval.

S.F. 371-Olson: Abolishes restrictions relating to the number of lanes on a specific portion of 1-394.

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 8, 1995
S.F. 1404-Solon: Regulates reinsurance intermediaries and provides for the investment of funds held by reinsurance intermediaries. 60-0

Bills granted final passage on the Calendar May 8, 1995

S.F. 1319-Cohen: Extends the availability of valuation exclusions for certain improvements made to property in 1992. 61-0

H.F. 479-Morse: Provides for additions to and deletions from state parks, establishes a new state park and deletes two state waysides. 62-0

S.F. 371-Olson: Abolishes restrictions relating to the number of lanes on a specific portion of I-394. 61-0 :

H.F. 1238-Price: Provides for planning, development, review, coordination of Metropolitan Area surface and groundwater
management, 62-0

S.F. 885-Ranum: Modifies the grounds and procedure for proving a public nuisance. 62-0

S.F. 900-Piper: Relates to state family preservation programs, changes licensing requirements and reconsideration for foster care, adds

> rovisions for drop-in child care programs, adds provisions for the Minnesota Family Preservation Act and expands eligibility for

ndian Child Welfare grants. 59-0

H.F. 493-Pogemiller: Regulates various local public employee pension plans and provides for various benefit modifications and related
changes that require local governing body approval. I—Yl

S.F. 467-Mondale: Provides f%)r coordination and consolidation of public safety radio communications systems, provides for governance
and finance of the state and regional elements of a regionwide public safety radio communication system, extends the public safety
channel moratorium and authorizes the use of 911 emergency telephone service fees for costs of the regionwide public safety radio
communication system. 63-1 '

H.F. 833-Mondale: Modifies provisions relating to comprehensive municipal planning in the Metropolitan Area. 62-1

S.F. 1019-Mondale: Establishes the Metropolitan Livable Communities fund and provides for fund {fistribution, reduces the levy
authority of the Metropolitan Mosquito Control Commission, and authorizes an economic vitality and housing initiative. 57-8

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 8, 1995

S.F. 217-Cohen: Provides for enforcement of child support obligations, excinands enforcement remedies for child sué)port, authorizes
grograms, provides for resolution of custody and visitation disputes, modifies data collection and publication an imposes penalties.
7-7

Bills granted final passage on the Calendar May 9, 1995

H.F. 1479-Mondale: Establishes an environmental improvement pilot program to (Fromote voluntary com(g)liance with environmental
requirements and modifies provisions relating to the voluntary investigation and cleanup program. 64-

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 9, 1995

H.F. 446-Sams: Establishes licensure for acupuncture practitioners by the Board of Medical Practice, requires continuing education and
provides penalties. 57-4

H.E. 1573-Metzen: Regulates savings banks, modifies and clarifies statutory provisions relating to the structure and function of savings
banks and makes technical changes. 57-0 -

H.F. 628-Kiscaden: Creates a presumption of refusal or neglect of parental duties in specific termination of parental rights cases. 59-3

S.F. 339- Marty: Makes changes in laws relating to ethics, makes advisory opinions public data, authorizes civil penalties, clarifies

efinitions and authorizes exceptions to the ban on gifts. 46-20
S.F. 1562-Terwilliger: Limits the time within which authorized bonds may be issued. 64-0
S.F. 1052-Reichgott Junge: Makes changes to laws relating to domestic abuse, conforms domestic abuse definitions, includes persons
> with significant relationships, allows certain minors to petition on their own behalf for orders for protections, provides for subsequent

petitions and extends time period for domestic abuse arrests. 38-25

S.F. 1233-Pappas: Establishes housing as a metropolitan system. 44-17

Bills that failed to pass on Special Orders May 9, 1995

H.F. 431-Novak: Includes certain homestead property value in the areawide tax base and subjects certain homestead property value to
the areawide tax rate. 32-34
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Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 9, 1995

S.F. 965-Langseth: Authorizes issuance of permits for 12 foot wide loads of baled straw and changes classification and endorsement
requirements to operate a vehicle carrying liquid fertilizer. 62-0

H.F %36—Limmer: Regulates residential gui ding contractor licensees and provides a clarification. 63-0

H.F. 1159-Kroening: Authorizes municipalities to establish trust or escrow accounts for proceeds from losses arising from fire or
explosion of insured real property and authorizes municipalities to utilize escrowed funds to secure, repair, or demolish damages or

destroyed structures. 63-
S.F. 375-Lessard: Directs the electric energy task force to consider new preferred alternative energy sources and provides for incentive
payments to closed system pumped hydropower facilities. 55-3

Conference committee reports failing to be repassed May 9, 199
S.F. 155-Stumpf: Authorizes poultry farmers to trap great horned owls. 32-29

Bills reconsidered and repassed May 10, 1995

H.F. 1573-Metzen: Regulates savings banks, modifies and clarifies statutory provisions relating to the structure and function of savings
banks and makes technical changes. 59-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 10, 1995

H.F. 1742-Piper: Provides for insurance covera%e of bone marrow transplants for breast cancer treatment. 60-0
S.E. 1044-Berg: Provides for renegotiation and legislative approval of tribal-state gaming compacts. 41-24
S.F. 1112-Ourada: Authorizes Sherburne County to convey certain county ditches to the city of Elk River. 62-0

Bills that failed to pass on Special Orders May 10, 1995
S.F. 1406-Terwilliger: Establishes and modifies salary limits for public officials. 22-44

Bills reconsidered and passed on Special Orders May 10, 1995

H.F. 431-Novak: Includes certain homestead property value in the areawide tax base and subjects certain homestead property value to
the areawide tax rate. 36-30

Bills granted final passage on the Calendar May 10, 1995

H.F. 1377-Dille: Clarifies procedures for agricultural chemical response reimbursement. 65-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 11, 1995

S.F. 529-Kroening: Requires installation of automatic sprinkler systems in existing high-rise buildings. 45-11
S.F. 845-Berglin: MinnesotaCare bill. 52-13

Conference committee reports reconsidered and passed May 11, 1995
S.F. 155-Stumpf: Authorizes poultry farmers to trap great horned owls. 39-22

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 11, 1995

H.F. 5-Samuelson: Welfare reform bill. 62-0 ,
H.F. 1399-Solon: Imposes penalties for crimes involving assault on a police horse. 60-0
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Regular session adjourns

Two minutes before midnight, Mon., May
22, Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine)
made the motion that “the Senate do now
adjourn until 12 noon Tues., Jan. 16, 1996.”
But, before the president of the Senate, Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpks.), could gavel the
session to a close, the Minority Leader Dean
Johnson (IR-Willmar) announced that he had
just been informed that the governor had
called a Special Session of the Legislature for 9
a.m. the next moming.

Although the Senate completed work on all
major components of the budget, the tax bill,
an emergency bonding bill and numerous
other pieces of legislation, disagreement still
existed on the $6 billion education bill.

The Mon., May 22, day-long floor session
culminated in the passage of several major
pieces of legislation in the closing hours. The
Senate adopted amendments from the other

y to the MinnesotaCare bill and repassed
the measure. The omnibus state government
funding bill, the omnibus transportation
funding bill, the omnibus tax bill and an
emergency bonding bill were all approved
during the evening hours. Members also
approved the child support enforcement bill,
the Metropolitan Livable Communities hill,
the “minibus” crime package and a
governmental reorganization bill.

Special Session held ‘

With the intention of completing some
unfinished business, the Senate opened a
three-day Special Session on Tues., May 24.

When the Senate adjourned the previous
day, several measures were left undone. Most
notably, time ran out on the regular session
before a final compromise agreement could be
reached on a K-12 education omnibus
appropriation bill. Conference committee
discussions on the education package had
stalled when members were unable to resolve
how those funds were to be distributed and
how long-term obligations created by proposals
under consideration could be limited.

That compromise was reached and approved
on Thurs., May 25 when the Senate passed
)l.F. 4, the K-12 omnibus finance bill, 54-5.
~ The bill, authored by Sen. Lawrence
- Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), appropriates a total of
just under $5.77 billion for K-12 education
programs over the next biennium. Under the
proposal, the general education formula is

increased from its current level of $3,150 per
pupil to $3,205 for FY 1996. In FY 1997, the
formula will go to $3,505 and then be reduced
t0 $3,430 in FY 1998 as a cost control measure.

The bill also combines the general
education, transportation, training and
expetience, and capital expenditure revenues
into one formula. The new formula is slated for
repeal at the start of FY 1998 unless the
Legislature acts to continue the formula
mechanism.

Other provisions in the bill eliminate th
Dept. of Education and replaces it with a\gept.
of Children, Families and Learning on Oct. 1,
1995. A number of related programs will be
transferred to the new department on July 1,
1996. A process to phase out the use of levies
to support special education while phasing in-
the use of HACA aid, amounting to $30
million, replacing the levy revenue that is lost
is also included.

Other highlights of the bill include creation
of a Targeted Needs funding formula, a $12.5
million appropriation for development of the
graduation rule, an additional $12 million to -
create Family Services Collaborative, and
another $22.5 million for various technology
initiatives.

Also included in the bill is a $200 million
appropriation to be placed into a budget
reserve, and a provision that caps total K-12
education spending for FY 1998 and FY 1999
at just more than $6 billion.

The bill, Pogemiller said, gives school
districts “new flexibility” in determining how
their funds are used. But by not providing
additional compensatory aid or giving
additional support to alternative learning
programs, he said the bill “does nothing to
close the leaming gap among those students
that need it the most.” “I think that we will
regret [not providing additional funds] in the
long run,” Pogemiller said, “That’s a battle we'll
need to fight again.”

On a 53-6 vote, the Senate also passed a
$34.3 million emergency capital bonding bill.
Included in H.F. 1, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), is more than
$23 million for maximum effort school loans to
three school districts. Another $4.5 million is
earmarked for bridge repairs, while $400,000 is
provided to assist the City of Parkers Prairie
which lost much of its public facilities in an
explosion last April.

An appropriation of $1.5 million to acquire
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land around Eagle Creek, the last naturally-
occurring trout stream in the Metro Area, is
also in the bill. Merriam said the Senate
proposed allocating $5 million for the land
acquisition. “Hopefully, we'll be able to
preserve part of Eagle Creek,” he said, “but Pm
not very optimistic.”

Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) said he
was disappointed that additional funding was
not provided. “This a classic confrontation
between bulldozers and, in this case, brown
trout, and the bulldozers won,” he said.

A motion to suspend the constitutional
requiremenits on bill introductions, so that the
Senate could consider H.F. 5, failed to win the
two-third’s majority needed to bring up the
proposal.

HF. 5, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Thief River Falls), modifies the state’s
wetlands protection laws. Merriam objected to
the motion to suspend the rules and allow the
full Senate to consider the bill. Aftera lengthy
debate, the motion, which had been made by
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope), failed when it did not gain 45 votes.

Several other bills were also considered
during the Special Session and members
approved two of those measures on Tues. S.F.
1, authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l.
Falls), an omnibus game and fish bill, was
introduced and passed, 60-0. The bill was
approved by a conference committee but was
not given final passage in the House before the
session ended.

Under the measure, the governor may issue
an executive order allowing Minnesota anglers
to transport fish caught in Canada into the
state. The bill also makes other modifications
to hunting and fishing seasons.

The Senate also passed S.F. 2, introduced by
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville). The bill,
also considered during the regular session,
slightly modifies the ban on gifts to elected
officials. With little discussion, the bill was
passed, 49-12.

Subscription renewal

The last page of this edition of Briefly
contains a subscription renewal form for the
Senate Publications Office mailing list. If you
wish to continue receiving Briefly and
Perspectives next session, please take a few
moments to look over the form, make the
necessary changes, and return the form to the
Senate Publications Office by June 10, 1995.




Committee update

Education

Appointments recommended

The Education Committee, co-chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls) and’
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), met Tues., May 16, to considered the
governor's appointments for the position of
Commissioner of Education and to several
education boards.

The membets recommended the Senate °
confirm the appointment of Linda Powell as
the Commissioner of Education. Powell’s
nomination now goes to the full Senate for
further consideration.

The committee also recommended the
confirmation of Jeanne Kling, Thomas
Lindquist, Thomas Peacock, Georgina
Stephens and Nedra Wicks as members on
the State Board of Education.

The governor’s eight nominees to the
board of Minnesota Center for Arts
Education were also considered and the
committee recommended the Senate
confirm their appointment. The eight
members are Terry Anderson, James
Bowlus, Ellen Doll, John Kim, Gary Chin-
Fong Liew, Gale Mitchell, Ellen Palmer and
Patricia Surrat.

The committee also recommended
confirmation of the governor’s appointees
to the Higher Education Board and the
Higher Education Facilities Authority.
Nominated for seats on the Higher Educa-
tion Board are Irene Bertram, Steve
McElroy, Fannie Marshall Primm, Rachel
Scherer and Marty Seifert. The appointees
to the Higher Education Facilities Author-
ity include Jack Amundson, Kathryn
Balstad Brewer, Earl Herring, John Hoyt,
Tom Martinson, James R. Miller, Christo-
pher Nelson and Mollie Thibodeau.

Finance

Prompt-pay measure approved

A bill making the Dept. of Human
Services subject to the state’s prompt-
payment laws was amended and approved
by the Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), on
Weds., May 17.

S.F. 999, sponsored by Sen. Phil Riveness.

(DFL-Bloomington), obligates the Dept. of
Human Services (DHS) to make payments
for the costs of health care services provided
through the Medical Assistance, General
Assistance, or MinnesotaCare programs
within 30 days of when a claim is submit-
ted.

Riveness offered an amendment that
modifies his original proposal. Under the
amendment, which the committee adopted,
DHS will have 30 days to pay or deny

payment for the costs of medical care

services provided to a client in a state

program when a correct and complete claim

. is submitted. The amendment also gives

the department 90 days to decide if
payments will be made on adjustment
claims or on second- and third-party
payment claims.

Larry Woods, of the DHS, said the
department supports the bill and that he
believes no additional costs would be
associated with the bill. Woods said federal
law already requires the department to pay
90 percent of its claims within 30 days.

S.F. 999 was approved and sent to the
Senate floor. _

In other action, the committee also
approved a bill providing for payment of
various claims against the state. S.F. 1701,
authored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. -
Paul), appropriates $164,600 for payment of
claims. Kelly said the bill provides
$121,300 for claims filed by inmates who
were injured while carrying out duties at
state correctional institutions.

The bill also provides another $43,300, in
varying amounts, to individuals who
claimed veteran’s bonuses because of their
service in World War I, World War II, the
Korean War, and the Vietnam War. He
noted that the bill pays a claim from the
benficiary of a World War I veteran and
provides provides more than 140 bonuses to
veterans of World War Il and their
beneficiaries.

Kelly said the commission has decided to
no longer pay the veteran’s bonuses after
Dec. 30, 1995. “These bonuses have been
available for a long time,” he said.

After adopting a technical amendment,
the bill was approved and sent to the floor.

The committee also approved S.F. 1186,
presented by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-
New Brighton). The bill increases the
income eligibility requirements for partici-
pants in the Affordable Rental Investment
Fund. The measure also increases the
amount of rental assistance available to
Metro Area AFDC families. Both programs
are administered by the Housing Finance
Authority.

S.E. 806, authored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), modifies or increases a
number of retirement benefit programs.
The measure reactivates an early retirement
incentive program for employees of the
State Historical Society, the Metropolitan
Council and other Metro agencies. The
grant of additional service credit to
legislators elected in special elections is
repealed.

The bill also requires any future reduction
in local employer or state contributions to

the Minneapolis Employees Retirement
Fund (MERF) be redirected to the Minne-
apolis Teachers’ Retirement Fund Associa-
tion. Other provisions allow the Higher
Education System to offer employer-paid
health insurance as an early retirement
incentive, and permits state employees to
regain a portion of their service credit, if
they left and then returned to public
service. .

A number of amendments were offered
and adopted. The committee adopted a
motion by Morse to delete a provision
allowing any excess police and fire amorti-
zation aid to be taken from the general fund
and reallocated to police and fire relief
associations.

Members also adopted another Morse
amendment, allowing Technical College
System faculty to participate in an eatly .
retirement incentive program. The
incentive is presently available to the
faculty of the State University and Commu-
nity College systems.

Riveness sponsored an amendment,
which was also adopted, making an
insurance carrier liable for failing to
propetly credit the health insurance
payments made by MERF on behalf of
retirees.

The bill was approved and sent to the
floor. :

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development

Confirmations recommended

The Jobs, Enérgy and Community
Development Committee mét Thurs., May
11, to consider several gubernatorial
appointees for confirmation. Recommended
for confirmation were Kris Sanda commis-
sioner, Dept. of Public Service; Peter
Gillette, commissioner; Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development; Joel Jacobs,
commissioner, Public Utilities Commission;
Katherine Hadley, commissioner, Minne-
sota Housing Fihance Agency; and Jane
Brown, conimissioner, Dept. of Economic
Security.

Appointees recommended

Members of the Jobs, Energy and
Community Development Committee
recommended two appointees for confirma-
tion by the full Senate at the Thurs., May
18, meeting.

The committee recommended the
confirmations of James Gustafson as
commissionet, [ron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation Board; and Thomas L.
Johnson, judge, Workers Compensation
Court of Appeals.




Metropolitan and Local
Government

ockey funding bill advances |

A bill allowing public funds to be used as
part of a local bid for a professional hockey
team was heard Tues. evening, May 16, by
the Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), re-referred the
measure to the Finance Committee without
recommendation.

Sponsored by Sen. James Metzen (DFL-
South St. Paul), S.F. 1704 allows the
Metropolitan Sports Facilities Commission
(MSFC) to include the proceeds of special
revenue bonds as part of a local effort to buy
a professional hockey team. Metzen said
the amount of funding raised by the bonds
would be about $15 million.

Because the MSFC does not have the
authority to issue bonds, the revenue bonds
are to be issued by the Metropolitan
Council. The funds generated by the bond
sale may be transferred to the MSFC so that
the commission may attract a National
Hockey League team. The bill also requires
the commission seek a long-term commit-.
ment from the team to play its games at the
Target Center in Minneapolis. The bonds
)ill be paid off through the use of an
admission tax or surcharge on tickets to
hockey games or other professional hockey
league events.

Along with authorizing the use of public
funding to attract a professional hockey
team, the measure has connections to
amateur hockey programs in the state. A
provision in the bill requires the University
of Minnesota to enter into an agreement
that will allow the professional team to
practice at Mariucci Arena at no cost.

Another part of the bill provides an
appropriation to the Minnesota Amateur
Sports Commission (MASC). Metzen said
the commission will use the funds for grants
to communities that are planning to build
local ice arenas.

An amendment, offered by Vickerman
on the author’s behalf, requires the Univer-
sity to build an addition to or expand its
existing indoor ice facility to accommodate
the professional team’s use of Mariucci
Arena while meeting other demands for ice
skating activities. The amendment, which
also clarifies the bonding provisions in the
bill, was adopted.

Henry Savelkoul, MSFC chair, said the

‘ommission has been involved in efforts to
,z;ring a hockey team back to Minnesota.
While a local buyer has put an offer
together in an attempt to buy the Winnipeg
team, Savelkoul said the public funds will
help increase that offer.

He explained that the amount of revenue
that could be generated by a hockey team
in the Target Center - through ticket sales,
advertising revenues, etc. - would be ample
enough to support a team that is valued at
$40 million to $50 million.

“If [the price] goes higher than that, it
would not make economic sense to bring a
team here,” Savelkoul said. “The price of
all professional teams are elevated above
the economic value, and that is the
situation we see here.”

Adding public funds to the purchase
price of a team, Savelkoul said, provides “a
window of opportunity” for the professional
hockey to return to Minnesota. “Once the
session is over, we've lost that opportunity,”
he said.

Savelkoul said a analysis of the impact a
team would have in the state indicates that
about $4 million each year in new revenue
would be generated by the team through
various income and sales taxes. That
amount, he said, would be ample enough to
offset the sale of the bonds.

He added that the intent of the MSFC
was to negotiate with the team so that they
will play their games at the Target Center,
at least until the debt on the revenue bonds
is paid off.

But several members expressed concerns
about committing public dollars towards
the ownership of a professional sports
franchise. “I don’t think that government
should be involved in sports,” Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls) said, “Teams
should either sink or swim on their own.”

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) agreed.
“If we approve this, you can be sure that the
Twins and the Vikings will be in here
next,” he said. Arguing that the state
should not be involved in a “stealing-the-
team game,” Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul) said the state was being used as a
partner to take away another city’s team.

Savelkoul responded that the public has
been involved with professional sports in
the past, through local taxes and land
donations for the construction of other
facilities. “If we don’t do anything, the
[Winnipeg] team won’t be coming here,” he
said, “It won’t be the end of the world if
they don’t, but the Metropolitan Sports
Facilities Commission is charged with
bringing a National Hockey League team
here and this is part of what we need to do
that.”

When asked about the MSFC’s intent to
tie a team to a long-term lease, Savelkoul
said the commission had no specific agenda
as to a course of action. He discussed the
possibility that public shares could be sold
to ensure that local interests are represented
in the team’s ownership.

Paul Erickson, executive director of the

Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission,
called the bill “an unprecedented way to tie
professional sports to amateur sports’
needs.” Citing a report issued earlier this
year, Erickson said there is a growing
demand for ice time at local arenas around
the state. He attributed the demand to the
increasing interest in girls’ hockey, as well
as the continued demand for public skating
time at local arenas.

Erickson said the the appropriation to the
MASC will come from revenue generated
by a professional hockey team. Those funds
will be used to support development of up
to 90 new arenas throughout the state.

The proposed allocation to the MASC,
Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington) said,
causes “some discomfort.” She said that
there are some ice arenas in the Metro Area
that are under-used. She also questioned
whether some communities should be given
funds to build arenas while others will not
be funded. Erickson said the funds are not
intended to cover the entire cost of new
arenas, but to provide local communities
with an incentive. “The $100,000 grant we
would provide will be the last amount of
money [communities] will need to fund the
project,” Erickson said, “Local public and
private funds will have to be put together
first.”

Sen. Terry Johnston (IR-Prior Lake)
offered a motion to remove a provision
stating that the state’s support for the
funding proposed in the measure was
necessary for public health and welfare.
“The more I think about it, the more it
makes me angry,” she said, “Our constitu-
ents are going to think we're a lot of fools if
we say it is in the public’s interest to
approve this bill.”

Metzen said the provision was added to
the bill as a constitutional protection. He
said that should the bill be enacted into law
and then challenged in court, the courts
will determine if the Legislature’s intent was
related to the public interest, as the State
Constitution requires. The Johnston
motion was not adopted. The bill was
advanced to the Finance Committee.

Friday, May 12

Conference report rejected

One of the final acts of Friday’s session
was the Senate’s decision to re-refer back to
conference committee S.F. 188, a bill
related to appropriations for the redesign of
athletic field and facilities at Brainerd
Technical College. Authored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), the measure
also authorizes additional design and
construction of space at certain community

college campuses.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)




Floor action

objected to concurrence because of an
additional $9 million dollar appropriation.
Merriam said that the funding, intended for
the remodeling of adolescent treatment
facilities in Brainerd and Willmar, was
never discussed in a Senate committee. “To
tack a big bonding appropriation onto the
measute in conference committee is
inappropriate,” Merriam argued.

Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar)
encouraged members to vote against
Merriam’s motion. He told Senators that
the facilities at Willmar and Brainerd were
tull, and because of the “merit of the issue;”
members should concur with the report.
But on a roll-call vote, 39-24, members
approved the Merriam motion and re-
referred S.F. 188 back to conference
committee. '

Tuesday, May 16

Appropriations bill rejected

Members of the Senate spent part of the
Tues., May 16, floor session discussing the
conference committee report on the state
department omnibus bill. The bill appro-
priates $508 million to a number of state
government agencies and programs. Much
of the debate was not on the actual report,
but rather on whether the Senate should
return the bill to conference committee.
That motion, approved by the Senate, was
made by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), who argued that a proposed
delay in a University of Minnesota steam
plant is inappropriate. ~  The plant delay
in the report reverses the University’s -
previous planning and wastes their time and
money, Stumpf said. The cost to the
University may run between $20 million
and $70 million, he added. Opposing
Stumpf’s motion, Sen Phil Riveness (DFL-
Bloomington) noted that the decision-
making process had included extensive
community involvement and discussion
and had resulted in an “environmentally
and economically superior” provision.

“Conference committees are about the
art of compromise,” said Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), encouraging members to
respect this compromise and reject Stumpf's
motion. Despite objections, the motion
passed by a vote of 38-27.

" In other action on the floor, the Senate
confirmed numerous department cominis-
sioners, including Laura King as Commis-
sioner of the Dept. of Finance. The other
confirmations are: James Ulland, Dept. of
Commerce commissioner; Patricia Fischer,
Allan Fonfara, Pegey Moon and Howard
Register to the Gambling Control Board;
Diane Kroupa, Tax Court; James Denn,
Dept. of Transportation commissioner;

Elaine Hansen, Dept. of Administration;
Bruce Johnson, Dept. of Employee Rela-
tions commissioner; Bernard R. Melter,
Dept. of Veterans Affairs commissioner;
James Main and Wayne Sletten to the
Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of
Directors; Frank Wood, Dept. of Correc-
tions commissioner; Robert Johnson and
Veran Kelly, to the Board on Judicial
Standards; David Beaulieu, Dept. of Human
Rights commissioner; Maria Gomez, Dept.
of Human Services commissioner; and Bob
Deem and Debra McBride to the Harmful
Substance Compensation Board.

Members also confirmed the appoint-
ment of Curtis Johnson as chair of the
Metropolitan Council. In addition, the
appointments of Charles Arnason,
Terrrence Flower, David Hartley; Martha
Head, Kevin Howe, Carol Kummer, Patrick
Leung, Ester Newcome, Neil Peterson,
Roger Scherer, Bill Schreiber, Julius Smith,
Mary Smith, Stephen Wellington, Barbara
Williams and Diane Wolfson to the
Metropolitan Council were all approved.
Approval was also given to R. Jane Brown
as Dept. of Economic Security commis-
sioner; Krista Sanda as Dept.. of Public
Service commissioner; E. Peter Gillette as
Dept. of Trade and Economic Development
commissioner; Katherine Hadley as
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
commissioner and Joel Jacobs to the Public
Utilities Commission.

Wednesday, May 17

HHS conference report okayed

Ata Weds., May 17, floor session, the
Senate gave final approval to S.F. 1110, the
Health and Human Services Omnibus
Appropriations bill.

Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd)
presented the changes outlined in the
conference committee report. The final
comprommise does not differ much from the
Senate version, Samuelson said. Both
bodies passed many of the same provisions,
he said, and the total funding for both
versions of the bill were within $2 million
of each other. :

Samuelson said the process was a difficult
one because the goal was to realize a
substantial reduction in the growth of the
departments of Health and Human
Services. The final budget is $65 million
less than the governor’s proposal, he said, or
a total of $5.105 billion. Making the cuts
were difficult, he said, but when the
committee was finished members felt they
had done as “fair a job as could be done.”

Of the $4.8 billion appropriated to the
Dept. of Human Services for the coming
biennium, $3.4 billion is allocated to health

care setvices, including medical assistance
long-term care facilities, General Assistanc/
Medical Care, and medical assistance
managed care and fee-for-service. Some
$638 million is dedicated to economic self-
sufficiency programs, such as STRIDE
grants, AFDC grants, work readiness grants,
and Minnesota Family Investment Plan
grants. Another $40 million is allocated to
children’s programs for the biennium.

The bill also appropriates $111.5 million
to the Dept. of Health.

According to Samuelson, the greatest
changes made in conference committee
discussions were in two areas. The commit-
tee accepted the Senate changes in nursing
home reimbursement rates and efficiency
incentives. The major change is the
establishment of a system to allow the Dept.
of Human Services to enter into conttacts
that will offer better care and more flexibil-
ity, he explained.

The committee accepted the House
version of restructuring of the Tax Equity
and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) and
Personal Care Attendant (PCA) programs.
TEFRA allows a child’s income to be
considered separately from their parents’
income in determining Medical Assistance
eligibility. While the program faced
elimination early on in Senate committee
discussions, the bill specifies-that TEFRA
will serve disabled children at risk of
institutionalization. Other children will go
into waivered services. ‘

Samuelson said some of the changes
made to the programs include stricter
definitions to qualify, an 18-month time
period before anyone can be removed from
the programs, and a built-in safety net for
those children cut from programs. He
explained that a screening process will be
utilized to determine who will be removed
from TEFRA, and that more funding will be
funneled to mental health and advisory
services. '

After minimal discussion, the Senate
passed the final version of the bill in a 56-
11 roll-call vote.

Thursday, May 18
Higher Ed funding bill passes

The higher education funding conference
committee report, S.F. 1856, was granted
final approval at the Thurs., May 18, floor
session on a 67-0 vote.

The $2.144 billion measure is sponsored
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls). Stumpf said the other body’s bill hau
basically eliminated the Higher Education
Coordinating Board {(HECB). The confer-
ence committee report, however, reassigns
many of the responsibilities formerly




handled by the HECB into the new Higher
Education Services Offices (HESO). The
'measure includes $236 million for that

ffice, as well as $937 million for the
Minnesota State Colleges and University
system (MnSCU), $969 million for the
University of Minnesota, and $1.8 million
for the Mayo Medical Foundation.

Stumpf said the bill will result in a tuition
increase of approximately 3 percent per year
in the next biennium. Accordingly, the
measure includes cotresponding adjust-
ments to the state’s financial aid program.
The measure allocates $4.5 million for )
increasing grants to cover the tuition raise
and $2.6 million is allocated for living and
maintenance expense inflation.

The HESO portion of the bill also
includes one-time expenditures of $430,000
for moving the summer scholarship program
from the Dept. of Education and $90,000
for the MINITEX library system.

The measure’s allocations to MnSCU
includes $19.2 million to restore the fiscal
base to the level it was previous to the cap
set by the governor in 1993.

The merged system also receives
$800,000 for infrastructure expenses related
to establishing co-located campuses; and
$750,000 for automated library access.

_ The University of Minnesota portion of

e budget bill includes $16.2 million for
festoring the base to the pre-cap level. It
also allocates $30.7 million for critical issues
identified in the U2000 planning process.
The measure allocates $7.7 million for
implementing recommendations that were
vetoed by the governor last year. Those
recommendations include establishing an
indigent dental care program at the U of M
and automating the registration and class
scheduling system.

The measure also earmarks $120,000 for
establishing a Mayo Clinic residency
program at St. Cloud Hospital.

The measure calls for the commissioner
of finance to hold in reserve $5 million
each for MnSCU and the U of M, to be
released only if the schools meet several
performance standards outlined in the bill.
Among those standards are increasing both
student retention rates and graduation rates
by 2 percent a year, increasing the number
of courses offered on television, and
increasing the portion of school budgets
that are devoted to instruction.

Commissioner Jordan confirmed

After extensive discussion and contro-
lersy, the Senate confirmed Michael Jordan
as Commissioner of Public Safety in floor
action on Thurs., May 18. Despite the
initial - and failed - recommendation not
to approve the appointment, Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.) moved to confirm

Jordan. That motion passed, 59-6.

The commissioner’s confirmation
continued to spark debate even after several
hearings in the Crime Prevention Commit-
tee. Several Senators, including Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville) opposed the
confirmation, stating that a combination of
several incidents painted a portrait of “poor
judgement” and “lack of candor and
honesty” on the part of Jordan. The
incidents alluded to include Jordan’s refusal
to discuss a St. Paul gun permit with the
committee.

Agreeing with Marty, Spear said that
although the information is private data
and Jordan did not knowingly violate the
law, the commissioner’s actions portray him
as distant and aloof. Spear went on to
discuss the “rumblings of discontent” within
the department prior to the hearings.

Favoring confirmation, Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) said that the
discussions had been full of “misinformation
and insinuation” regarding the gun permit
and other actions. Don’t turn this confir-
mation into a divisive, partisan battle, she
said. When the motion not to confirtm
Jordan failed by a vote of 8-56, the opposite
motion quickly passed.

In other floor action, the Senate passed
S.F. 1670, the omnibus jobs, energy and
community development conference
committee report. Carried by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), the bill appropriates
$347 million to state agencies, including
$55 million to the Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development, $47 million to the
Housing Finance Agency and $100 million
to the Dept. of Economic Security.
Kroening noted that the bill increases the
appropriations to job skills training by 48
percent.

A recently added provision relating to
the presidential primary received discussion
on the floor. Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-
Cook) opposed the change that does not
require a presidential primary to be held
until April 1999. Johnson said that the
measure is not fair to Minnesota citizens by
delaying participation. “Don’t deny the
citizens of Minnesota the right to fully
participate in presidential elections” urged
Johnson. Kroening explained that the bill
does not change current law. The bill
passed by a vote of 40-17.

Environmental funding bill passed
The final portion of the Thurs., May 18,
floot session was devoted to discussion and
repassage of S.F. 106, the omnibus environ-
ment and natural resources funding bill.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), sponsor
of the measure, outlined the provisions of
the bill as developed by the conference
committee. “I will say that it is a good

compromise, though I'm not entirely happy
with the bill,” Morse said. “We do have a
number of provisions in here that try to
change the direction of our environmental
agencies,” he added. Morse said that the
change in direction emphasizes integrated
or eco-based management to try to break
down the walls in the various agencies.

“As the bill left the Senate, we had cuts
of $4.3 million but we are bringing back a
bill with 3/4 of a million in cuts as a
compromise,” Motse said. The compromise
is a very manageable reduction, he said.
The measure appropriates $3.6 million
more than the original Senate bill, Morse
said, but the difference is offset by increases
in revenue.

The bill appropriates a total of $575.3
million in direct appropriations to various
environmental agencies. Under the
measure, $78.1 million is appropriated to
the Pollution Control Agency, $41 million
is appropriated to the Office of Environ-
ment Assistance, $10.3 million is appropri-
ated to the Minnesota Zoological Board,
$317.9 million is appropriated to the Dept.
of Natural Resources, $27.7 million is
appropriated to the Board of Water and
Soil Resources, and $48.5 million is
appropriated to the Dept. of Agriculture.
Appropriations to a variety of other smaller
agencies complete the budget package for
environmental programs.

Morse said that the bill eliminates the
free days at the Minnesota Zoo but provides
for admission passes for low income
individuals. The bill also repeals the
Canadian fish importing law and retains the
Senate position on the Passing on the Farm
Center to assist beginning farmers and
family farm operations. The bill includes
House language for programs encouraging
the use of native vegetation, and for
increases in registrar’s fees for all-terrain
vehicles, off-highway vehciles, snowmobiles
and watercraft.

Morse also said that the bill contains
compromise language on ethanol. Under
the compromise the gas tax credit on
ethanol blended with gasoline will be
reduced to eight cents per gallon from Oct.
1, 1995 to Oct. 1, 1996, reduced to five
cents per gallon from Oct. 1, 1996 to Oct.
1, 1997, and eliminated altogether after
Oct. 1, 1997. In addition, the payment to
producers will stop at the year 2000 or 10
years after the start of production whichever
is later.

There was little debate on the measure
and the compromise bill was repassed on a
vote of 44-22.

Members also acted on the confirmation
of several gubernatorial appointments in
the education area. Members approved the
appointments of Linda Powell as commis-
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sioner of the Dept. of Education, and of
Irene Bertram, Steve McElroy, Fannie
Marshall Primm, Rachel M. Scherer and
Marty Seifert to the Higher Education
Board. In addition, members approved the
appointments of Terry Anderson, James
Bowlus, Ellen Doll, John C. Kim, Gary
Chin-Fong Liew, Gale R. Mitchell, Ellen
Pamer and Patricia Surrat to the Board of
the Minnesota Center for Arts Education.
The appointments of Jack Amundson,
Kathryn Balstad Brewer, Earl Herring, John
Hoyt, Tom Martinson, James R. Miller,
Christopher A. Nelson and Mollie
Thibodeau to the Minnesota Higher
Education Facilities Authority also were
approved. The appointments of Jeanne
Kling, Thomas Lindquist, Thomas Peacock,
Nedra M. Wicks and Georgina Y. Stephens
to the State Board of Education also gained
Senate confirmation.

Friday, May 19

Workers’ comp bill worked out

Senators worked throughout the day and
into the night Fri., May 19, before finally
approving a version of the workers compen-
sation bill with a 37-28 final vote that allied
conservative DFLers with Independent-
Republicans.

After six hours of procedural maneuver-
ing and, often contentious, debate, the
Senate eventually approved the House
version of a workers comp package but not
before rejecting another version of the bill
and 20-some amendments decided by
narrow margins.

Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
author of S.F. 1020, began the marathon
session by presenting a delete-everything
amendment to H.F. 642. The amendment
“is the solution of a long-standing debate in
the state,” Novak said in his explanation.
The bi-partisan supported amendment
offers a set of solutions to redesign the
system of workers compensation, he said.
The amendment appropriately reduces
benefits but also provides a balance so no
one element of the system gains, he said.

His description of the delete-all amend-
ment was followed by comments from some
Senators who said they disagreed with
portions of the bill but were willing to
concede to the proposals. Both Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) and Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake) said they
would support the amendment as “the lesser
of two evils.” Chandler pointed out that the
Senate galleries were not filled with
ordinary working folks because none of the
workers compensation packages take into
consideration the legitimately injured
workers. -

After further debate, the Novak amend-
ment failed on a 31-35 vote.

Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) immedi-
ately followed with a motion that reinstated
language from the House version of the bill.

Sams outlined some of the major
provisions in the bill, saying it made
Minnesota competitive with neighboring
states while still decreasing premiums. One
provision allowing workers compensation
insurance rates to be increased up to 25
percent drew fire from some Senators who
argued that the whole premise of reform
should be to lower costs to employers.

Other provisions are the elimination of
the two-tier system, new maximum and
minimum wage replacement benefits, a 2
percent cap of the escalator adjustment, and
a penalty in cases where an injured worker
is not rehired even though employment is
available and the employee can work within
the physical limitations of the injury.

The bill also makes changes to the
assigned-risk plan; employers not eligible for
experience rating have a credit of up to 33
percent while employers with experience
rating have credits up to 10 percent.

Several amendments were attempted.
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
successfully offered an amendment deleting
a provision creating a Workers Compensa-
tion Advisory Commission to over-see and
review workers compensation insurance
rates.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) also
gained approval for an amendment
directing the legislative auditor to conduct
an evaluation of the assigned-risk plan and
report back to the Legislature by Jan. 15,
1996. Many small businesses are in the plan
because of their size, not because of their
safety records, Murphy explained, and
consequently they pay some of the highest
insurance rates. The provision was adopted
on a voice vote.

Leading up to the final vote, supporters
hailed the proposal while opponents
minced few words. The bill ensures
“Minnesota will continue to have one of
the most generous workers compensation
systems in the nation,” said Sen. Linda
Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines).

The reductions in workers compensation
costs that the bill provides will allow
Minnesota to maintain its economy and
compete for new business, said Sen. Dean
Johnson (IR-Willmar). “This bill sends a
strong signal, that we want jobs,” he said.

But Novak said passing the bill will mark
“a sad day for Minnesota and for the
workers of this state.” He said the bill is
taking workers compensation and “slanting
it all one way.” “I would hope that we
would have had a compromise bill,” said

Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine). “Instead, we
can call this the workers compensation
insurance company excess profit act of 1995.”

Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) said the
benefit reductions are “all going to insut-
ance companies.” “Yes, you did a job on
the workers of Minnesota,” he said.

The final vote followed a number of
attempts to add several provisions of
Novak’s bill onto the House file. Only two
of 20 amendments were approved, includ-
ing an amendment, sponsored by Sams,
making technical corrections and adding
several effective dates for parts of the bill.

Moe offered an amendment to the small
business merit rating plan, requiring that
employers receive a full 33 percent credit
against the amount of the workers compen-
sation premiums. The credit will be given
to employers that have had no lost time
claims filed against them in the previous
three years. “This is a clear opportunity to
guarantee that some employers will pay
less,” said Moe. The amendment was
adopted, 55-1.

On a 30-35 vote, the Senate defeated an
amendment, presented by Murphy, to
modify the determination of maximum
medical improvement. Under the amend-
ment, maximum improvement would not
be reached until an injured worker is free o1
pain. “This is vital to people with back
injuries,” Murphy argued. “You can’t say
that someone has reached their maximum
medical improvement if they are still in pain.”

Another Murphy amendment, requiring
employees whose permanent partial
disability rating is less than 15 percent to
demonstrate they are totally and perma-
nently incapable of returning to work, also
was defeated, 28-35.

Among the other amendments that were
not adopted was a proposal, offered by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), requiring that
if rehabilitation consultation services are
needed, those services may only be pro-
vided by a qualified consultant. The
amendment was defeated, 24-39.

An amendment, sponsored by Novak,
calling for a workers compensation insut-
ance rate freeze until Jan. 1, 1997, also
failed, 29-35.

Members narrowly defeated an amend-
ment, from Sen. Harold “Skip” Finn (DFL-
Cass Lake), to remove a provision that
limits the length of time that individuals
receiving compensation may file for
retraining. On a 32-34 vote, the Finn
amendment was not adopted.

Chandler made two attempts to amend the
bill. The first amendment, requiring insurance
companies to reduce their rates by 11 percent
for all policies in effect between Oct. 1, 1995
and Mar. 1, 1996, was rejected 28-36.




Chandlet’s second amendment proposed
to repeal all of the state’s workers compen-
‘sation laws and to allow compensation
settlements to be governed by common law.
The amendment failed, 20-44.

Minimum wage hike passed

By a 35-30 margin, the Senate passed a
bill, Fri. night, May 19, to raise the state’s
minimum wage by 25-cents-an-hour.

S.F. 302, authored by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), raises the minimum wage
from $4.25 to $4.50 an hour for employers
whose annual gross sales volume is more
than $500,000 per year, effective Oct. 1.
1995. The bill also sets a minimum wage of
$4.75 per hour for employees at large firms
who have worked for more than 90 days
after Oct. 1. The minimum wage goes to
$5-an-hour for employees who work at large
firms. for more than 180 days after that date.

Employees of businesses that have a gross
sales volume of less than $500,000 annually
will get comparable increases under the bill.
Effective Oct. 1, the minimum wage will go
from $4 to $4.25, with a 25-cent increase
for employees who work for 90 days after
that date. For employees of a small
company who work for 180 days after Oct.
1, the minimum wage is set at $4.75.

The bill was taken from the table on the
)eels of the Senate’s approval of the
worker’s compensation proposal. The two
bills had become wedded when the
minimum wage bill was first taken up in the
Senate on Mar. 23. Several members had
objected to taking action on the measure
until a workers’ compensation bill had also
‘been considered, and the minimum wage
bill was tabled at that time.

After the Kelly’s motion to take S.F. 302
from the table was adopted, he encouraged
mermnbers to approve the bill and provide
the first increase in the minimum wage
since 1991. Kelly said that two-thirds of the
workers who now earmn minimum wage are
over age 21 and contribute their earnings to
support a family. “We passed a worker’s
compensation bill that reduces employer’s
costs,” he said, “We should now pass a bill
increasing the minimum wage for those
workers who need it the most.”

Sen. Linda Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines)
said the minimum wage increase “isn’t the
kind of tool we really need.” She said that
80 percent of minimum wage workers are
members of middle-income families and live
at home. Runbeck also argued that the
government should allow competition for

mployees to drive wage levels.

“It’s sheér folly for us to be telling retailers
what they should pay,” Runbeck said. “This
bill would put Minnesota in the unique
position of [having a higher minimum wage]
than the surrounding states.”

Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton)
said, when the bill was heard in the Jobs,
Energy and Community Development
Committee, members “heard a lot of
testimony that the issue on this bill is
income.” “In order to allow people to make
enough to support a family, we need to
increase the minimum wage,” he said.

Sen. Steve Dille (IR-Dassel) also shared
his support for the minimum wage increase.
“Free market forces have raised the mini-
mum wage above the level in this bill,” he
said, “But it just doesn’t make sense not to
have the minimum wage be higher.”

Before approving the bill, the Senate
natrowly rejected an amendment, spon-
sored by Dille, allowing restaurants to
include a credit for tips that waiters and
waitresses receive as part of their wage. He
said the amendment would allow restau-
rants to balance the amount spent on wages
among those employees who will receive
tips and those who will not.

Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) recom-
mended members approve the tip credit
proposal. He said credit had been in effect
until the mid-1980s. Many restaurants “are
operating on a very narrow margin,” he
said. “I've seen many businesses close
because we repealed the tip credit,” said
Solon.

But Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin),
speaking in opposition the amendment, said
“it would be tragic” to support the amend-
ment. “Very few waitresses would get
enough tips every hour to make up the
difference between their hourly wage and
the minimum wage,” she said.

The Dille amendment fell on a 30-31 roll
call vote.

Crime omnibus bill passed

An $862 million crime prevention omnibus
package, assembled by a committee of Senate
and House conferees, was passed by the full
Senate, Fri. night, May 19.

Authored by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-
Bricelyn), H.F. 1700 provides the biennial
appropriations for the state’s judicial and
public defense system, as well as for the
Dept. of Corrections and other criminal
justice agencies.

Beckman said the bill “strikes a balance
between the need to protect public safety
and things that make a difference in
communities.” He said the measure
includes a $70 million increase for correc-
tional institutions over the previous
biennial budget while raising the amount of
tunding made available for community
services to “levels that are unprecedented in
the state’s history.”

The bill includes a $545.6 million
appropriation to the Dept. of Corrections
for FY 1996 and FY 1997. The majority of

the department’s funding, $360 million, is
earmarked for the operation of the state’s
correctional institutions. Another $142.5
million is designated for community service
programs managed by the department.

Another $55.5 million is allocated for the
next biennium to support the operations
and services of the Dept. of Public Safety
(DPS). Of that amount, $29.1 million is
provided for the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension in FY 1996 and FY 1997,
and $6.2 million is provided for drug policy
and violence prevention programs run by
DPS.

An appropriation of $133.8 million is
provided to operate the state’s District
Court System, and another $39.7 million is
provided for the operations and programs of
the Supreme Court. The state’s Court of
Appeals is specified to receive $11.6 million
in FY 1996 and FY 1997, and $76.3 million
will go to the Public Defense Board in the
next two fiscal years.

Along with the allocations provided in
the bill, Beckman said the measure also
includes habitual truancy and safe school
programs. Beckman said the Senate bill
also had called for closing the Red Wing
and Sauk Centre correctional institutions,
but that provision was replaced by a
feasibility study.

Additional crime-related provisions
lengthen the maximum sentence of a
person convicted of predatory crime, in
which sexual contact is involved, to 40
years in prison. The definition of violent
crimes, which are a felony, is expanded to
include crimes that are committed for the
benefit of a gang or in which an individual
has a bullet-proof vest in their possession.
Also included in the definition are the
crimes of harassment and stalking, and
shooting at a public transit vehicle or
facility. A felony violation of malicious
punishment of a child, and child neglect or
endangerment are added to the crimes-of-
violence definition.

Under the bill, counties are given the
authority to establish a county-wide curfew.
A misdemeanor conviction is also required
for individuals who are found guilty of
peeping into hotel rooms, tanning booths or
other places where privacy is normally
expected.

Other provisions require apartment
building owners to conduct criminal
background checks before hiring a building
manager and create a fireworks operator
certification process.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
questioned the appropriation the conferees
adopted to run the state’s correctional
institutions. Commenting that the FY
1997 appropriation is $8 million below the
FY 1996 amount, he said it was unusual to
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see an operating budget decrease in the
second year of a biennium.

Beckman said the conferees could not
agree to close the Red Wing and Sauk
Centre facilities, which is why a study was
established. He added that the reduction
was made in anticipation that the facilities
would be closed in FY 1997.

But Merriam said the conference
committee report is “smoke and mirrors”
because of the decrease in operational
funding. He said it is true that the state’s
correctional expenditures, per capita, are
lower than the national average. “That’s
true because we have fewer inmates per
capita,” Merriam said, “but we're also
spending more per inmate than the
national average.” .

“What we're saying is that we will need to
put $8 million into the corrections budget next
year,” he said. “Whatever needs there are next
year, they will just need to get in line.”

But Beckman argued that this year marked
the first occasion that the budget request for
the Dept. of Corrections had been scrutinized.
“For some reason, we have never been timid
about increasing the amounts in this budget,”
he said, “We have been afraid to ask if it was all
really necessary.”

Several members expressed a concern
that funding for community service
programs was not increased by $70 million
as was provided for correctional institutions.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said mem-
bers should not be surprised that funding for
community service programs was not
increased by a like amount. “As we have
passed stricter sentencing guidelines in the
past years, some of us warned that [higher
correctional institution funding] would
happen,” he said. After the conference
committee’s report was adopted on a voice .
vote, H.F. 1700 was passed, 53-10.

In other business, the Senate also passed
the conference committee report on S.F.
512. The bill, which modifies provisions of
the Vulnerable Adults Act, was given the
Senate’s approval on a 62-0 vote.

The bill, authored by Spear, establishes
criminal penalties for persons who are
convicted of abusing vulnerable adults.
Individuals convicted of abusing a vulner-
able adult, resulting in death, will be subject
to a sentence of up to 15 years of imprison-
ment and a fine of up to $30,000. Lesser
penalties also are established, depending on
the degree of intent.

The bill also appropriates $2.2 million in
the next biennium for related vulnerable
adult programs operated by the Dept. of
Health, the Dept. of Human Services, the
Attorney General’s Office and the Dept. of
Public Safety.

Spear said the only difference in the bill

from the version approved by the Senate
and the measure as it came from conference
committee is tied to a provision that
requires abuse to be reported. He said a
person who knew a vulnerable adult was
being abused but failed to report that abuse
may be subject to a gross misdemeanor.

Pay raise measure okayed

A bill providing salary increases for the
state’s constitutional officers, judges and
legislators was given a second life during the
Senate’s Fri., May 19, night floor session
and narrowly won approval, 35-30.

S.F. 1406, authored by Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (IR-Edina), sets salary increases
for court judges, effective on Jan. 1, 1996,
and for constitutional officers and legislators
on Jan. 1, 1997. The bill requires the
increase to be the lesser of either three
percent or the average of the across-the-
board increases provided in the collective
bargaining agreements for state employees.

The measure also sets the salary ranges for
state agency commissioners and higher
education system heads as a percentage of
the governor’s salary.

The Senate had rejected the bill earlier in
the session, but the measure was subse-
quently reconsidered and then tabled.
Terwilliger moved to take the bill from the
table and his motion was adopted, The
members then adopted Terwilliger's
amendment to remove a provision in the
bill that requires the salary increases
recommended by the state’s Compensation
Council to take effect on Jan. 1, 1996.
Those recommendations call for a 3 percent
increase for elected officials and judges.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) offered
an amendment to cap the governor’s salary
at 10 times what a full-time worker earning
the minimum wage would receive annually.
“Doing this affects a lot more than the
governor’s salary,” said Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.). He argued that limiting the
governor’s salary would also place signifi-
cantly reduce the salaries that can be
awarded to commissioners and higher
education heads. “It is hard for us to be
competitive in attracting qualified people
for these positions,” he said, “This could
make it more difficult to do s0.”

Marty countered thar his intent in offering
the amendment was not to reduce the
govemor’s salary, “but to raise the minimum
wage.” The amendment failed, 8-52.

Monday, May 22

Session countdown

The final day of the 1995 legislative
session, Mon. May 22, began with concur-
rence and repassage of a number of bills.

However Sen. Janet Johnson's (DFL-
North Branch) measure, S.F. 462, a bill tha
transfers solid waste management duties of
the Metropolitan Council to the Office of
Environmental Assistance, was rejected by
members and re-referred back to Confer-
ence Committee. The contentious provi-
sion that prompted Senators’ action related
to use of chromated copper arsenate
(CCA), a chemical used to treat lumber.
Under Johnson’s measure, the sale and use
of CCA in Minnesota is prohibited.

Several Senators rose to speak against the
prohibition, saying that it penalizes
Minnesota businesses. “It just doesn’t make
sense to prohibit Minnesota companies
from selling treated wood, when companies
right across the border in Wisconsin can sell
it,” said Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls).
He added that Minnesota is the only state
nationwide that does not allow the sale of
CCA -treated wood.

Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) also objected to the provision. “This
puts extraotdinary hardship on Minnesota
companies,” Chandler said, “and further-
more, it (CCA) doesn’t hurt the environ-
ment.”

Johnson argued, however, that there are
several studies which have examined the
environmenta] effects of CCA, and that
interpretations vary. “I've read reports with
exactly the opposite results,” Johnson said.

Sen. Dan Stevens (IR-Mora) pointed out
that CCA is a restricted product, regulated
by the Environmental Pollution Agency
and the Dept. of Agriculture. In light of
CCA'’s long-standing safety record, Stevens
called the prohibition “unnecessary.”

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Mendota
Heights) and Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-
Dakota) urged members to support the
provision, while calling for further investi-
gation of CCA’s effects during the interim.

Nonetheless, Lessard’s motion to not concur
prevailed, and on a roll-call vote of 43-23,
members sent S.F. 462 back to Conference
Committee. Later in the day, the measure was
brought back to the Senate floor with the
CCA provision removed, and Senators
granted the bill final passage, 52-14.

Crime “minibus” approved

The Senate granted final passage to the
conference committee report on H.F. 980, a
bill modifying several crime statutes, at the
Mon., May 22, afternoon floor session.

The measure, which was referred to in
committee as the “crime minibus” bill, is
sponsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul). ,

The measure contains three provisions
aimed at penalizing terrorists. The provi-
sions are a response to the April bombing of




the federal building in Oklahoma City,
accotding to Sen. Richard Cohen, who

ffered them as an amendment in an eatlier
floor session. The bill creates a misde-
meanor for conducting training or assem-
bling to receive training about how to use
or make any firearm, explosive or incendi-
ary device if the person knows or has reason
to know that it will be unlawfully used in a
civil disorder. It also adds a $10,000 ’
maximum fine to the penalty that can be
imposed for making terroristic threats. The
current penalty is a 5-year maximum jail
sentence. A related provision adds a $3,000
fine to the current penalty of a 3-year
maximum sentence for communicating to
another person, with purpose to terrorize,
that explosives are present at a named
location, whether or not explosives are in
fact present. .

The bill removes a provision in current
statute that exempts relatives or spouses
from a felony offense for knowingly
receiving profits from a prostitute. This
change drew criticism from Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), who said the wording of
the provision, while aimed at punishing
pimps, also criminalizes more innocent
recipients of funds from prostitution. Spear
said that, for example, an elderly parent

“who is supported by a prostitute would be a
j]riminal under the bill.

The bill directs the commissioner of
public safety, in cooperation with the
commissioner of administration, to establish
an integrated criminal alert network to
facilitate the communication of crime
prevention information among state
agencies, law enforcement officials and the
private sector. The network is to dissemi-
nate data about the commission of crimes,
including information on missing anid
endangered children, and attempt to reduce
theft and other crime by the use of elec-
tronic transmission of information. The bill
also makes it a misdemeanor to use the
criminal alert network to disseminate false
or misleading information.

S.F. 980 also provides for an agency
releasing an arrested or detained person
from pretrial detention to inform local law
enforcement agencies regarding the release.
Under the bill, the definitions of first- and
second- degree manslaughter are expanded
to include causing the death of another
while committing malicious punishment of
a child, or neglect or endangerment of a
child.

The bill also sets criteria for forfeiture of a
yehicle that has been used to flee a peace
‘officer.

It also directs the commissioner of health
to maintain a statewide, computerized
record tallying the number of firearms
injuries, and requires sheriffs and chiefs of

police to forward information about wounds
caused by firearms to the Health Depart-
ment. It also sets new guidelines for seizing
or disposing of animals.

MinnesotaCare changes approved

In its final hours of the session, the
Senate concurred with amendments
proposed by the House and repassed the
MinnesotaCare bill, S.F. 845. Carried by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), the bill -
contains numerous provisions, including
the establishment of a prescription drug
benefits program for senior citizens and the
expansion of eligibility requirements to
include individuals from households
without children and who are below 150
percent of the poverty level. In a past floor
session, the bill had received extensive
debate resulting in an amendment that
deletes references to abortion coverage
under MinnesotaCare.

Berglin explained the compromise
worked out with the other body to mem-
bers, that prohibits public funds from being
used for abortion coverage, except where
the life of the female would be endangered
or substantially impaired. The report also
states that no provider is required to include
abortion providers in health plan services.

Both Sen. Tom Neuville (IR-Northfield)
and Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington)
opposed the compromise. Neuville said
that the compromise does not contain
sufficient provisions to ensure that abortion
is prohibited in the health plans. Concur-
ring with her colleague, Pariseau expressed
concemn about the terms “endangerment”
and “impairment” in the report.

Responding to Pariseau’s concerns, Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester) noted that
the bill uses language from current statutes,
and that members aren’t in the right place
in the process to be changing the bill, after
a compromise has been reached. “Don’t
jeopatdize this health care reform effort”
with a pro-life agenda, she urged. Berglin
supported Kiscaden'’s sentiment, noting that
this bill is “too important” to get bogged
down by this divisive issue. The bill gained
final passage by a vote of 45-18.

In other action, the Senate passed the
child support bill, S.F. 217. Sponsored by
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) the bill
gained approval on a vote of 42-23.
Opponents of the conference committee
report expressed concern that the changes
weakened the Senate’s version of the bill.
Kiscaden opposed the report, particularly
the change in the grounds for a license
suspension. The report requires a person to
be in arrears on child support for three
months before a license suspension. The
version that had left the Senate called for a

four month period of arrears before suspen-
sion. Kiscaden said that three months is
too short a period of time and too punitive
to have a severe restriction of this type kick
in. In addition, she opposed the mandatory
county administrative process in child
support reporting. Cohen said that the bill
encourages accountability and responsibility
and will result in increased support to
families and children.

Another bill sponsored by Cohen gained
approval. The state department omnibus
funding bill, S.F. 1678, had been sent back
to conference committee due to concern
about a University of Minnesota steam
plant funding proposal. After committee
discussion, the provision remained in the
bill. Other provisions include a decrease in
funding to the Dept. of Administration for
the statewide systems project, now totaling
$29 million. The bill appropriates $271 .
million annually for state government,
including $76 million to the Dept. of
Revenue, $24 million to the Attorney
General, and $3 million to public broad-
casting. In addition, the bill limits the
amount of fees and penalties that are
collected by the state. Despite concern
about the steam plant, the final version was
approved by a vote of 37-25.

S.F. 1246, authored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington) also gained approval.
The bill, a government restructuring
measure, makes government more acces-
sible, efficient, and less costly, Riveness
said. Moving toward reform and innova-
tion, he continued, the bill downsizes some
bureaucracy and cuts out $540,000 in
legislative commissions. Among the
commissions eliminated are the commis-
sions on Employee Relations, Child
Protection, and Long Term Care. We will
have to prioritize and decide what is really
critical, said Riveness. The bill also
abolishes more than 400 annual reports for
the Legislature, repeals 457 rules, eliminates
and reorganizes a number of agencies, and
establishes a citizen advocacy program
within the Dept. of Administration. “We're
moving towards better services for less
money,” Riveness stated. The bill passed,
58-6.

K-12, tax bills adopted

During the waning houts of the official
last day of the 1995 Legislative Session, the
Senate approved both the omnibus tax and
the K-12 funding bills. The education
funding bill, however, stalled out in the
House of Representatives and is under
further consideration during a scheduled
Special Session.

In the last hour before adjournment
Mon., May 22, Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
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(DFL-Mpls.) presented H.E. 1562, the $5.8
billion K-12 education funding bill. He
explained that the conference committee
reached an impasse in negotiations when
the House conferees refused to meet a final
time. The Senate conferees proceeded to
draw up a complete bill containing provi-
sions already agreed upon by the commit-
tee. Pogemiller said that the committee
“made extremely reasonable compromises”
to develop a bill that contained the best
provisions of the Senate bill and fine-tuned
House provisions. _

“This bill is a better bill” than the one the
Senate passed before conference committee,
he said. “The governor will sign this bill if ic
is adopted tonight.”

Pogemiller outlined the major provisions
of the bill, which provides $1.95 billion for
FY 96, $2.36 billion for FY 97, and $430
million for special education for the
biennium. Pogemiller explained that the
bill also collapses the funding formula in FY
97 as part of the reform ‘measures.

The property tax levy recognition shift is
set at 48 percent as a compromise provision
from conference discussions, representing
an increase from the current 37 percent.
The Senate originally set the shift at 44
percent.

The bill also contains several provisions
supported by the governor, including a
$220 million budget reserve, or the so-
called “rainy day” fund. Another article of
the bill reduces the pupil unit weighting for
secondary students for the 98-99 biennium,
and caps K-12 appropriations at $2.9 billion
and $3.07 billion for FY 98 and FY 99
respectively.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) success-
fully offered an amendment to the bill
creating a new Dept. of Children, Families
and Learning. The amendment is a scaled
back version of a bill previously approved
by the Senate, she explained. The amend-
ment consolidates a variety of programs
related to children and child care currently
overseen by different agencies. The Dept. of
Education is officially-abolished on Sept. 30
and replaced by the new department. Child
care programs and the Children’s Trust
Fund will be transferred from the Dept. of
Human Services; the teen pregnancy
prevention program will be transferred from
Office of Strategic and Long-Range
Planning; child abuse and child victims
services will be transferred from the Dept. of
Corrections; and the drug policy and
violence prevention programs will be
transferred from the Dept. of Public Safety.
The Head Start program also will be
contained in the new department.

After minimal discussion by some
members who said the Senate was not fully
aware of all of the provisions contained in

the massive funding bill, the Senate
approved the bill on a 42-18 vote.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) and
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
alternatively explained the omnibus tax
bill, H.F. 1864, and noted some changes
made in conference committee.

Within the sales and excise tax section,
the committee agreed to a House provision
removing the sales tax on the sale of race
horses. Other provisions include the
application of the gas tax to ethanol blends,
modifications to the boundaries of the
Minneapolis downtown taxing area, and
exempts from sales taxes a certain percent-
age of purchases of materials used in
construction of agricultural processing
facilities, correctional facilities, and indoor
ice arenas.

Hottinger reviewed the property tax
section of the bill which included a
reduction in the tax rate for recreational
property. The so-called cabin tax does not
take affect until FY 98 and represents a $24
million loss in tax revenue beginning the
98-99 biennium.

The committee made some changes in
taxes on wind energy property. Wind
energy facilities constructed between
January 1991 and *95 are exempted from
some taxes. The committee also refined and
compromised the provisions for taxes on
the wind turbines, Hottinger said.

Johnson briefly outlined the bill’s article
on state finance authorizing the commis-
sioner of finance to issue up to $400 million
in state revenue bonds to pay for the
Cambridge State Bank judgement. And the
bill sets the state’s cash flow account at
$350 million.

Hottinger also outlined major provisions
in the economic development section,
specifically regarding tax increment
financing provisions. The bill specifies that
new businesses receiving tax incentives
must include measurable goals for jobs and
wages and requires biennial review by the
Dept. of Trade and Economic Develop-
ment. Provisions requiring more stringent
“but-for” tests before a TIF district is created
also was included in the bill.

The Senate passed the bill with a 61-1
roll-call vote.

Members also passed the $2.58 billion
transportation funding bill, S.F. 371, with
little discussion and a final vote of 47-19.

Sen. Gen Olson (IR-Minnetrista) briefly
described one of the bill’s provisions which
allows the construction of one additional
lane on each roadway of 1-394 near the
Penn Avenue interchange, preservation of
the additional lane on the eastbound lane
between Penn Avenue and Dunwoody
Boulevard, and the erection of continuous
noise barriers between Wirth Parkway and

Penn Avenue on the westbound lanes, and
between Madeira Avenue and Wirth
Parkway on the eastbound lanes.

The House amendments essentially
contained the funding for the entire
transportation and transit operations. The
bill did not contain a gas-tax provision,
coveted by many Senators from Greater
Minnesota.

One of the omnibus game and fish bills,
S.F. 621, also received approval from the
Senate after a provision relating to shooting
ranges was deleted. :

Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls)
presented the bill, explaining that the
conference committee report contained
some changes to the provision allowing
continued operation of established shooting
ranges despite encroaching development.
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township)
objected to the provision, saying that it was
not included in either bill before the
conference committee. She moved that the
report be rejected; the Senate adopted the
motion 36-31. :

Later in the evening, Lessard moved that
the Senate accept the report with the
shooting range article removed. The Senate

passed the bill 64-1.

Legislative gopher

Now there is a new way to get informa-
tion about the Minnesota Legislature. In a
joint effort, the Legislative Reference
Library, the Office of the Revisor of
Statutes, the Senate and the House of
Representatives have established a “gopher”
information server.

Information about weekly meeting
schedules, member biographies, the full text
of bills, House Journals and information on
the legislative process may all be found on
the Legislative Gopher.

There are several ways to access the
Legislative Gopher. For gopher administra-
tors: Point your gopher to
URL:gopher://gopher.revisor.leg.state.mn.us
(Port 70).

This is the root server for the House and
Senate Legislative Gopher. For individuals
or systems with gopher client software:
Point your gopher client to
gopher.revisor.leg.state.mn.us (Port 70).
For users without gopher client software:
Telnet to consultant.micro.umn.edu (the
University of Minnesota Gopher), login:
gopher. Or, via dial access, 612-626-2400
(also the U of M gopher),
access>consultant.micro.umn.edu, login:
gopher. Follow this path through the
menus: Other Gopher and Information
Servers/North America/U.S./Minnesota/

Minnesota Legislature.
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 12, 1995

S.F. 273-Price: Provides for the classification of water supply systems and wastewater treatment facilities and certification of
operators by the Department of Health and the Pollution Control Agency. 58-0
S.F. 526-Lessard: Modifies the local approval requitements for the Nashwauk area ambulance district law. 60-1

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 12, 1995
S.F. 16-Betzold: Modifies provisions relating to the administration and prescription of neuroleptic medications. 61-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 15, 1995

S.F. 910-Marty: Eliminates the Telecommunication Access for Communication-Impaired Persons Board, creates
telecommunication access duties for the Dept. of Public Service and Dept. of Human Services and specifies the memberships of
regional service for deaf and hard of hearing advisory committees. 57-0

S.F. 1173-Chandler: Regulates the sale of local telecommunications exchange service territory. 56-6

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 15, 1995
H.F. 323-Johnson, J.B: Makes landlords the bill payer and customer of record for single meter multi-unit residential buildings. 61-3
H.F. 990-Anderson: Provides warranties for new assistive devices. 60-4

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 15, 1995

YL.F. 1450-Reichgott Junge: Amends the living will form to include provisions for organ donations and allows a durable power of

) attorney for health care to include provisions for organ donations. Laid on the table.

H.F. 528-Wiener: Restricts eligibility for communication devices for communication-impaired person in a residential care facility
when the facility already provides or is require to provide comparable telephone service. 62-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 16, 1995

S.F. 732-Betzold: Enacts the Revised Article 8 of the Uniform Commercial Code proposed by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws and regulates investment securities. 57-0

S.F. 467-Mondale: Provides for coordination and consolidation of public safety radio communications systems, provides governance
and finance of the state and regional elements of a regionwide public safety radio communication system, extends the public
safety channel moratorium, authorizes the use of 911 emergency telephone service fees for costs of the regionwide public safety
radio communication system and authorizes the issuance of bonds by the Metropolitan Council. 63-1

S.F. 537-Murphy: Provides conditions for validity of state contracts, requires refund of the drivers license fee if a qualified applicant
does not receive a license within six weeks of application, provides for issuance of license without regard to whether the fee has
been refunded and requires the Legislative Audit Commission to study drivers license and identification card programs. 57-5

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 16, 1995

H.F. 1450-Reichgott Junge: Amends the living will form to include provisions for organ donations and allows a durable power of
attorney for health care to include provisions for organ donations. 60-2

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 16, 1995

HLF. 1132-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. Provides restrictions on brewers who have retail on-sale licenses, imposes licensing and
permitting requirements, requires a license for charging for possession of alcoholic beverages, requires a permit to allow
consumption and display of all alcoholic beverages, authorizes additional licenses in Minneapolis, authorizes Clay and St. Louis
Counties to issue on-sale licenses, defines home brewing equipment, lists items that may be sold in exclusive liquor stores and
repeals the requirement for a permit for transportation of alcoholic beverages. 63-1

.F. 1055-Price: Eliminates the position of Board of Water and Soil Resources secretary, increases board members’ compensation,
sets forth duties of advisory committees, sets forth rule approval procedure, sets guidelines for management plans, provides for
exemptions from review, appeals from rules and permits decisions and orders, and provides for informal dispute resolution. 58-3

S.F. 1134-Solon: Financial institutions bill. Regulates notices, electronic financial terminals, and mergers with subsidiaries, sets
forth the powers and duties of the commissioner of commerce, sets reporting and records requirements, regulates lending powers
and the powers and duties of institutions, detached facilities and interstate banking, makes technical changes, regulates mortgage
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prepayments, allows written waivers of the right to prepay without penalty under certain circumstances, clarifies the definition of
franchise and permits a delinquency and collections charge. 64-0

Conference committee reports rejected May 16, 1995

S.F. 1678-Cohen: Appropriates money for the general legislative and administrative expenses of state government, provides for the
transfer of money in the state treasury, and fixes and limits the amount of fees, penalties and other costs to be collected.

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 17, 1995

H.F. 1211-Moe: Exempts certain public transit bus manufacturers from requirements for posting public contractors’ performance

bonds. 44-1

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 17, 1995

S.F. 258-Piper: Relates to the board of medical practice and regulates physician assistants. 54-2

S.F. 1170-Mondale: Requires licensure or certification of geoscientists, adds geoscientists to the Board of Architecture, Engineering
Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture and Interior Design and provides duties for the board.

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 17, 1995

S.F. 381-Betzold: Provides greater flexibility in the appointment of members to the armory building commission, authorizes the
state armory building commission to use funds for construction, clarifies which municipalities may provides sites for armories,
changes provisions for disposal of unused armory sites, clarifies the authority for levying taxes for armory construction and
clarifies the authority for conveyance of armories to the state. 49.0

S.F. 734-Chandler: Telecommunications, regulates the 911 system, imposes requirements on private switch telephone service and
imposes a civil penalty. 45-6

S.F. 188-Samuelson: Permits use of an appropriation to relocate athletic fields and facilities at Brainerd Technical College. 48-1

H.F. 2-Metzen: Provides that vehicle emissions testing need not be done until a vehicle is five years older than its model year. 65-0

S.F. 1110-Samuelson: Omnibus health and human services funding bill. 56-11

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 18, 1995

S.F. 801-Berglin: Recodifies and modifies provisions relating to lead abatement law. 51.0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 18, 1995

S.F. 257-Morse: Provides that the office of soil and water conservation district supervisor is compatible with city and township
offices in a district not located in whole or in part in Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey or Washington County. 54-5

S.F. 255-Hanson: Regulates persons who may do elevator work. 61-0

H.F. 1856-Stumpf: Omnibus higher education funding bill. Appropriates money for education and related purposes to the higher
education services office, the State Board of Technical Colleges, the State Board for Community Colleges, the State University
Board, the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota and the Mayo Medical Foundation. 67-0

H.F. 479-Morse: Makes additions and deletions to state parks, establishes a new state park and deletes two state waysides. 56-0

HL.F. 1105-Krentz: Changes certain presumptions in paternity cases and allows husbands to join in a recognition of parentage. 52-3

S.F. 1033-Oliver: Makes changes relating to insurance solvency, regulates disclosure, reinsurance, capital stock, managing general
agents and contracts issued on a variable basis. 52-0

S.F. 1670- Jobs, Energy and Community Development omnibus funding bill. 40-22

S.F. 106-Morse: Environment and natural resources omnibus funding bill. 44-22 ,

H.F. 96-Hottinger: Prohibits provisions that grant the health cartier a subrogation right, except where the covered person has been
fully compensated from another source. 53-0

Bills failing to gain final passage on Special Orders May 18, 1995

S.F. 836-Solon: Regulates rent to own purchase agreements, regulates cash price and finance charges and provides for the
application of other law. 26-37 Reconsidered. Laid on the table.

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 18, 1995
S.F. 999-Riveness: Adds certain human services obligations to the requirement that state agencies promptly pay their bills. 62-0
S.F. 1701-Kelly: Provides for payment of claims against the state. 47-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 19, 1995

S.F. 1204-Betzold: Regulates rental vehicle no-fault auto insurance coverages, determines when a vehicle is rented, modifies the
right to compensation for loss of use of a damaged rented motor vehicle and provides for limits of liability for motor vehicle
lessors. 52-2
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H.F. 1207-Murphy: Increases the maximum length allowed for operation of certain vehicle combinations. 43-7
H.F. 1700-Beckman: Appropriates money for the judicial branch, public safety, public defense, corrections and for other criminal
\ justice agencies and purposes, changes various criminal laws and penalties and modifies juvenile justice provisions. 53-10
8.F. 512-8pear: Makes changes to the Vulnerable Adults Reporting Act, imposes penalties, increases licensing fees for certain
facilities, requires repotts of convictions to the commissioner and requires a report to the Legislature. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 19, 1995

H.F. 1040-Morse: Provides various retirement benefit increases and related modifications, requires collateralization and requires a
investment authority statement. 42-12

H.F. 642-Novak: Workers’ compensation bill. Modifies provisions relating to insurance, procedures and benefits, and provides
penalties. 37-28

S.F. 1406-Terwilliger: Establishes and modifies salary limits for public officials and requires an evaluation of agency head
responsibilities. 35-30

S.F. 302-Kelly: Increases the minimum wage. 35-29

Bills granted concurrence and repassage May 22, 1995

S.F. 845-Berglin: MinnesotaCare bill. Expands provisions of health care, establishes requirements for 1ntegrated service networks,
modifies requirements for health plan companies, repeals the regulated all-payer option, modifies universal coverage and
insurance reform provisions, revises the research and data initiatives, expands eligibility for the MinnesotaCare program, creates
the prescription drug purchasing authority, establishes a drug purchasing benefit program for senior citizens, extends the health
care commission and regional coordinating boards, makes technical changes, provides penalties and appropriates money. 45-18

S.F. 259-Merriam: Regulates the use of genetic testing by insurers. 62-0

S.F. 1122-Lessard: Establishes a program for funding response actions to address environmental contamination from drycleaning
facilities. 63-0 ;

S.F. 371-Olson: Omnibus transportation funding bill. 47-19

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed May 22, 1995

-F. 399-Knutson: Provides for forfeiture of snowmobile, all-terrain vehicles and motorboats for designated, DW1I-related offenses,

/ extends vehicle forfeiture law by expanding the definition of prior conviction to include other types of vehicles, restricts
issuance of limited driver’s license and imposes penalties. 51-7

HL.F. 365-Chandler: Regulating priorities of no-fault auto insurance coverage for taxis. 35-28

H.F. 1478-Sams: Requires notice to the commissioner of agriculture and other actions before an agency adopts or repeals rules that
affect farming operations, provides for development of best management practices for feedlots, changes requires for animal
feedlot permits and sewage treatment system licenses, allow composting of sheep carcasses, regulates administrative rulemaking,
revises the procedures for the adoption and review of agency rules, requires fees to cover costs and makes technical changes 61-0

S.F. 579-Chandler: Regulates charitable organizations and regulates filing statements. 55-8

S.F. 281-Flynn: Clarifies language and changes obsolete references relating to metropolitan governance. 55-9

S.F. 538-Murphy: Requires the refund of license fees to applicants if licenses are not issued within six weeks. 63-0

S.F. 1444-Solon: Provides for the sale of tax forfeited land in St. Louis, Koochiching, Hennepin and Fillmore Counties, authorizes
conveyance of state lands to the city of Eveleth, authorizes conveyance of lots within the Mississippi headwaters corridor and
authorizes the sale of land to the city of Mankato. 56-7

S.F. 507-Novak: Modifies the petroleum tank release cleanup program, provides for payment for a site assessment prior to tank
removal, modifies reimbursement provisions, adds requirements for tank monitoring, establishes registration requirements,
modifies program and liability provisions and clarifies liability for oil discharges. 65-0

S.F. 557-Flynn: Authorizes the Legislative Commission on Employee relations to modify compensation for managerial positions in
the Higher Education Board, modifies provisions relating to arbitrators and ratifies certain labor agreements. 66-0

H.F. 628-Kiscaden: Creates a presumption of refusal or neglect in certain termination of parental rights cases. 60-0

S.F. 1551-Johnson, J.B.: Provides loans and incentives for agricultural energy resources development for family farms and
cooperatives. 61-1 .

H.F. 980-Anderson: Clarifies language relating to controlled substance and other crimes, clarifies the elements of murder in the first
degree, witness tampering and burglary in the first degree, provides that a motor vehicle is subject to forfeiture if it was used to
flee a peace officer in violation of law, provides procedures for prosecuting attorneys to follow when filing complaints against
owners whose buildings are alleged nuisances, amendment the elements of manslaughter in the first degree, manslaughter in the
second degree, and receiving profits from prostitution, requires reports on wounds received from gunshots, expands the

) definition of electronic incapacitation device and increases the penalty for its unauthorized use, authorizes sentencing courts to
order the payment of restitution to victim assistance programs, provides penalties for engaging in acts relating to civil disorders,
clarifies the definition of “theft,” clarifies the prerequisites for obtaining a search warrant, adds a fine provisions to the terroristic
threats crime, authorizes peace officers to detain probationers based on an order from the chief executive officer of a community
corrections agency, requires certain information to be gathered from crime victims and presented at bail hearings, requires
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notification to victims of bail hearings, requires notification to local law enforcement agencies of the pretrial release of certain
defendants, codifies the establishment of a criminal alert network, prohibits the dissemination of false or misleading information
on the criminal alert network and clarifies the procedures governing disposition of seized animals. 39-26

S.F. 992-Kiscaden: Reinstates certain advisory councils and a task force and requires a report. 56-0

S.F. 462-Jobnson, J.B.: Waste management amendments. Implements the transfer of solid waste management duties of the
Metropolitan Council to the Office of Environmental Assistance, and provides for the management of waste. 52-14

S.F. 1246-Riveness: Abolishes periodic reports, repeals obsolete rules of the Dept. of Agriculture, Dept. of Commerce, Dept. of
Health, Dept. of Public Safety, Dept. of Public Service, Dept. of Revenue and the Pollution Control Agency, removes internal
references to repealed rules, provides a deadline for actions by state and local government agencies, clarifies statutory waiver
requirements with respect to the Housing Finance Agency for the civil service pilot project, requires legislative review of agency
reorganization efforts, modifies provisions relating to data classification, modifies provisions relating to workers compensation
premium collection, modifies provisions relating to employment classifications, procedures and benefits, provides penalties,
establishes a task force to recommend a governmental structure for environmental and natural resource functions and services,
requires the establishment of an employee participation committee before agency restructuring, provides for appointments,
abolishes the Transportation Regulation Board, transfers TRB functions to other agencies, establishes pilot projects to improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of state agencies, and authorizes waivers of rules and policies. 58-6 :

S.F. 1393-Pogemiller: Provides conditions and requirements for the issuance of debt and use of proceeds, authorizes the usé of
capital improvement bonds for indoor ice arenas, and exempts issuance of certain debt from election requirements, modifies
loans to political subdivisions for fire or rescue purposes, authorizes operation of recreational facilities, authorizes continuing
disclosure agreements, provides for funding of self-insurance by political subdivisions provides for the issuance of temporary
obligations, modifies issuance and lease procedures, renames and modifies technical provisions relating to incentives in
enterprise zones. 53-8 ‘

S.F. 1678-Cohen: Appropriates money for the general legislative and administrative expenses of state government, provides for the
transfer of money in the state treasury, fixes and limits the amount of fees, penalties and other costs to be collected. 37-25

S.F. 1019-Mondale: Establishes the Metropolitan Livable Communities Fund and provides for fund distribution, reduces the levy
authority of the Metro Mosquito Control Commission, provides for revenue sharing, regulates employee layoffs by the
Metropolitan Mosquito Control District and authorizes an economic vitality and housing initiative, 57-1

S.F. 127-Terwilliger: Provides conveyance of tax-forfeited lands in Eden Prairie, Champlin and Corcoran, and provides for sale of
state land in Minnetonka. 59-0 '

S.F. 217-Cohen: Provides for enforcement of child support obligations, expands enforcement remedies for child support, authorizes
programs, provides for resolution of custody and visitation disputes, creates a central child support payment center, modifies
child support data collection and publication, imposes penalties, changes provisions relating to recognition of parentage, adds
provisions for administrative proceedings, modifies children’s supervised visitation facilities, and provides for studies. 43-23

S.F. 1520-Lessard: Extends the notification requirements for land farming contaminated soil to unorganized townships. 62-0

S.F. 440-Hottinger: Regulates insurance coverages, regulates notice and enforcement provisions, regulates licensees, regulates the
comprehensive health association, increases the lifetime benefit limit, makes technical changes, provides for certain breast
cancer coverage, and prohibits rate differentials within the same town or city. 61-0

S.F. 1279-Finn: Omnibus data practices provisions, provides for the classification of and access to government data, clarifies data
provisions, recodifies statutes on crime of domestic assault, provides for an information policy training program, indexes statutes
that restrict data access and are located outside Chap. 13, prescribes penalties and appropriates money. 56-0

H.F. 1864-Johnson, D.J.: Omnibus tax bill, adopts federal income tax law changes, modifies tax rates, credits, refunds, bases, and
exemptions, modifies property tax exemption, valuation and classification provisions, provides for deduction of property tax
refunds from property taxes, modifies or restricts certain requirements or uses of tax increment financing, modifies certain motor
vehicle registration taxes, establishes a sales tax advisory council, authorizes certain local taxes, special districts and other local
authority, modifies provisions relating to local excise taxes, modifies duties imposed on local units of government and the Dept.
of Revenue, authorizes issuance of bonds and tax anticipation certificates, modifies taconite occupation and production
provisions; modifies the duties of the Board of Government Innovation and Cooperation, changes aids to local governments,
modifies revenue recapture rules, changes the property tax treatment of wind property, adjusts the amount of the budget reserve,
provides for dedication of certain revenues, makes technical changes, corrections and clarifications, makes tax policy, collection
and administrative changes and imposes penalties. 53-13

S.F. 979-Johnston: Regulates hazardous material transporters, requires fingerprints of motor carrier managers for criminal
background checks, makes technical changes related to calculating proportional mileage under the international registration
plan, specifies violations that may result in suspension or revocation of permit, makes technical changes relating to hazardous
waste transporter licenses, provides for disposition of fees collected for hazardous material registration, licensing and permitting,
regulates security and fare policies for metropolitan transit buses and requires a sound abatement study. 60-1

H.F. 265-Berg: Makes technical amendments to eliminate references to teleracing facilities, regulates testing facilities for the testing
of gambling devices, regulates bingo and lawful purpose expenditures, regulates credit and sales to delinquent organizations, and
provides for contributions to compulsive gambling programs. 60-1

H.F. 1040-Morse: Provides various benefit increases and related modifications and requires collateralization and investment
authority statements. 65-0

S.F. 621-Lessard: Omnibus game and fish bill, establishes a hunting heritage week, provides procedures for seizure and confiscation
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of property, clarifies terms of short-term angling licenses, removes certain requirements relating to fish taken in Canada,

) modifies reporting requirements, modifies hours for taking certain animals, modifies provisions relating to trapping, provides for
posting of waters to prohibit fishing or motorboat operation, adjusts opening an closing dates of various seasons for taking fish,
expands the requirement to possess a trout and salmon stamp, modifies northern pike length limits, changes the date by which
fish houses and dark houses must be removed from the ice in specific parts of the state, authorizes the use of floating turtle traps,
removes time limits on sale of fish by commercial licensees, requires a plan for a firearms safety program, authorizes stocking
activities, provides snowmobile licensing exemptions, specifies fishing contest regulation, modifies provisions relating to
ecologically harmful species, modifies provisions relating to collector snowmobiles and all terrain vehicle weight, provides for
reciprocity in game and fish violations, specifies enforcement officer powers, provides for disabled hunter permits, require
information from licensees, specifies big game hunting hours, regulates checking traps, requires fish house identification, and
regulates snowmobile transit. 64-1

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders May 22, 1995

H.F. 673-Oliver: Regulates risk-based capital for insurers and enacts the model act of the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners. 60-0

H.F. 697-Solon: Permits the sale of long-term care insurance with longer waiting periods with disclosure to purchasers. 53-2

H.F. 1837-Merriam: Authorizing spending to acquire and better public land and buildings, authorizes spending for other public
improvements of a capital nature, authorizes the sale of state bonds, requires periodic reports on the status of authorized state
bonds and reduces 1995 appropriations. 61-1

H.F. 1567-Pogemiller: Omnibus K-12 education funding bill, provides appropriations for education and creates a Dept. of Children.
42-18

S.F. 1705-Flynn: Corrects miscellaneous noncontroversial oversights, inconsistencies, ambiguities, unintended results and technical
errors in legislative enactments. 58-1

Special Session Tuesday, May 23

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1-Lessard: Omnibus game and fish bill, establishes a hunting heritage week, provides procedures for seizure and confiscation of

) property, clarifies terms of short-term angling licenses, removes certain requirements relating to fish taken in Canada, modifies
reporting requirements, modifies hours for taking certain animals, modifies provisions relating to trapping, provides for posting of
waters to prohibit fishing or motorboat operation, adjusts opening an closing dates of various seasons for taking fish, expands the
requirement to possess a trout and salmon stamp, modifies northern pike length limits, changes the date by which fish houses
and dark houses must be removed from the ice in specific parts of the state, authorizes the use of floating turtle traps, removes
time limits on sale of fish by commercial licensees, requires a plan for a firearms safety program, authorizes stocking activities,
provides snowmobile licensing exemptions, specifies fishing contest regulation, modifies provisions relating to ecologically
harmful species, modifies provisions relating to collector snowmobiles and all tetrain vehicle weight, provides for reciprocity in
game and fish violations, specifies enforcement officer powers, provides for disabled hunter permits, require information from
licensees, specifies big game hunting hours, regulates checking traps, requires fish house identification, and regulates snowmobile
transit. 60-0

S.F. 2-Marty: Makes changes in provisions relating to ethics in government, makes advisory opinions public data, clarifies
definitions and prohibitions, clarifies and authorizes exceptions to the ban on gifts, requires a report by state agencies regarding
salary and expenses paid for legislative matters and authorizes civil and criminal penalties. 49-12

Special Session Thursday, May 25

H.F. 1-Merriam: Authorizes spending to acquire and better public land and buildings and other public improvements of a capital
nature, authorizes the sale of state bonds, requires reports on the status of authorized and outstanding state bonds.

H.F. 4-Pogemiller: Omnibus K-12 education funding, provides for education general and uniform revenue, provides for
transportation, special programs, community programs, facilities, organization and cooperation, excellence and other education
programs, provides for libraries, establishes a Dept. of Children, families and Learning, specifies a budget reserve and provides for
cost management and provides for education targeted needs revenue.
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