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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review
1994 Session begins
Members of the Minnesota Senate,
wasting no time, took action on two bills
during the opening minutes of the second
portion of the 78th Legislative Session,
Tues., Feb. 22. Majority Leader Roger D.
Moe (DFL-Erskine) brought two bills,
which had been on the Senate General
Orders Calendar at the end oflast year's
session, back to the General Orders
Calendar for action the first day of the
1994 session. Moe said that he wanted
the body to take action on the measures
in order to symbolically signal "that we
are going to work from day one" and that
the Senate is going to start dealing with
the issues immediately.
The two bills were approved by the
Senate acting as one large Committee of
the Whole. Bills gaining approval on the
General Orders Calendar are placed on
the Senate Calendar for final passage at a
subsequent floor session. S.F. 819,
sponsored by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFLNorth Branch), prohibits the collection of
charges for information services as if they
were charges for telephone services.
According to Johnson, the bill provides
that telephone customers do not have to
pay for unauthorized calls made by minors
and "vulnerable adults" to 900 and 976
numbers. S.F. 1524, authored by Sen.
Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake), doubles
the fine for speeding violations in highway work zones and appropriates money
for highway work zone safety enforcement
and public education efforts.
In other action, Senators approved
several routine opening day resolutions
providing for postage, reimbursement of
student interns, and session deadlines.

Traffic fine bill passed
The Thurs., Feb. 24, floor session was
devoted primarily to the introduction and
processing of bills. However, Senators
granted final passage to S.F. 1524, the bill
increasing the fine for speeding violation
in highway work zones. The bill sponsored by Sen. Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham
Lake), was passed on a vote of 53-9. The
other measure that had been given

preliminary approval earlier in the week
was returned to the General Orders
Calendar. Thus, S.F. 819, authored by
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
relating to 900 and 976 telephone
charges, will be subject to further debate
and amendment at a subsequent floor
session.

Opening resolutions approved
The Senate Rules and Administration
Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger D.
Moe (DFL-Erskine), met Tues., Feb. 22,
to take action on several opening day
resolutions. The committee approved
resolutions authorizing the Senate to
reimburse student interns up to $50 per
week for expenses, authorizing the
issuance of stamps to Senators and setting
session committee deadlines.
Under the resolution approved by the
committee, the deadline for Senate policy
committees to hear bills originating in the
Senate is Fri., Mar. 25. The next deadline, for Senate committees to hear bills
originating in the other body, is Thurs.,
Mar. 31. The third deadline, for omnibus
appropriations bills to be out of policy
committees, is Fri., Apr. 8.
Committee members also took action
on routine personnel matters such as
adopting the roster of session employees.

February 25, 1994
On the topic of growth of the Senate
budget, Flahaven commended the Senate
for maintaining a budget of one half of
one percent of the state budget, even in
periods of growth. Approximately 205
people are permanently employed by the
Senate, according to Flahaven. Merriam
questioned Flahaven as to the reason
Senate payroll is processed internally,
rather than by the Dept. of Finance.
Flahaven reported that, historically,
payroll as well as other administrative
functions have been done by the Senate
in order to preserve its independence.
Merriam asked Flahaven to encourage
senators to use the cost effective state
W ATS telephone system as opposed to
dialing direct when making phone calls
while away from their offices. Flahaven
reported that in the near future, senators
will be given individual access codes to
the WATS system.
Tom Watson, from the accounting firm
of Grant Thorton, reported on the status
of a diagnostic evaluation being done for
the Senate. Watson stated that a draft
report is scheduled to be submitted to the
subcommittee Mar. 4. Merriam made
preliminary plans for the subcommittee to
meet the week of Mar. 14 to discuss the
report.

Senate rules debated
Senate procedures reviewed
Members of the Rules and Administration Audit Subcommittee, chaired by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
met Wed., Feb. 23, to discuss administrative procedures and review the status of a
diagnostic evaluation of the Senate.
Secretary of the Senate, Patrick E.
Flahaven detailed Senate administrative
procedures for the subcommittee members. Among the procedures discussed
was the security of Senate property.
"There is no significant problem," was
Flahaven's response to a question from
Sen. Dennis R. Frederickson (IR-New
Ulm) regarding the vulnerability of
Senate property. Flahaven went on to
report that the Senate maintains a fixed
asset inventory of all its property.

The Rules and Administration committee met Thur., Feb. 24, to discuss Senate
operating rules and personnel issues.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Roger
D. Moe (DFL-Erskine), entertained
personnel recommendations from Janine
Mattson, personnel director for the
Senate. Those changes included position
and salary changes for six employees. The
changes to the roster were approved by
the committee.
Peter Wattson from Senate Counsel
and Research, presented a resolution for
changes to the Senate rules suggested by a
Staff Committee on Efficiency and
Effectiveness. Among the rule changes
discussed was a change in the filing
procedures for amendments. Wattson
recommended that a filing deadline for
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amendments would decrease paperwork
and increase the effectiveness and
efficiency of the public policy process.
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) said
that the rule change may constrict and
close the policy making process, by not
allowing enough time for discussion or
contact with constituents. According to
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), "In
the end, we will look for a way to get
around it." The committee did approve a
rule requiring attorneys from Senate
Counsel and Research to notify the
author of a bill when an amendment to
that bill has been submitted. The
committee will discuss the recommendation for pre-filing amendments further
and took no action on the resolution.
A motion allowing the chair of the
Rules and Administration committee to
make decisions regarding the closing of
Senate offices in instances where it is in
the best interest of the Senate was
approved. Those instances include poor
weather.
Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn
Park) sponsored a change to a rule that
adds the Fargo Forum to the list of press
agencies provided with a permanent space
for covering the Senate. The change to
the rule was approved.

Education
School start option approved
The Education Division, chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
resolved one potentially difficult issue and
then began examining another at its first
meeting of the session on Wed., Feb 23.
S.F. 1693, giving schools an option of
starting classes the week before Labor Day
this year for religious reasons, was presented and approved. The division then
began to review the report and recommendations of the School Bus Safety Task
Force, which Pogemiller said are "extremely complex" and "controversial."
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis
Park), the author of S.P. 1693, told the
division that the bill gives districts a onetime exemption from state law, which
currently prohibits classes from starting
before Labor Day.
He explained the option would be used
to accommodate students who wish to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah and not miss
the opening days of classes. Rosh
Hashanah, the most important holiday in
the Jewish faith, begins on the same day
that schools are scheduled to open for
1994-95.
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In prior years, bills to repeal the Labor
Day requirement have been introduced
and defeated. While those measures met
strong opposition from several education
and tourism groups, Mondale said that his
bill was not an attempt open the debate
on either the length of the school year
issue or the start of school before the
holiday issue.
Because only a few of the state's 400
districts would likely use the option,
Mondale said that there was agreement by
long-time opponents to a pre-Labor Day
start for this exception. The division
added its own approval to the bill,
clearing the way for it to be considered by
the full Education Committee.
Calling for adoption of school bus
operating standards, establishment of a
structure to apply the standards and the
means for adult monitors to be on all
school buses, Kate Donnelly Schneider,
chair of the School Bus Safety Task Force,
opened the division's review of the task
force's report and recommendations.
The task force was formed by the 1993
Legislature to examine school bus safety
issues. As a part of their work, the group
learned that most of the safety standards
apply to bus equipment. However, more
than 80 percent of school bus accidents
are not the result of equipment failures,
Donnelly Schneider noted, but are the
result of operator errors. She added that
connections were found between "chaos
on buses" and the occurrence of accidents.
"We are asking you to adopt our
recommendations in full, so that we can
know that our children will be safe," she
said. The division also heard testimony
from parents at children who had been
injured or killed in school bus accidents.
The parents expressed their support for
the recommendations and encouraged the
members to adopt them.
The division is scheduled to continue
their review of the task force report and to
hear additional testimony.

Health Care
Health care recommendations
considered
The Health Care Committee, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin, (DFL-Mpls.) heard
recommendations on the implementation
plan for Integrated Service Networks
(ISNs) and a Regulated All-Payer Option
(RAPO). The 1993 Legislature had
requested the commissioner of health to
develop an implementation plan for the
1992 MinnesotaCare Act.

The implementation plan was presented
at the committee meeting Wed., Feb. 22,
by Elizabeth Quam, assistant commissioner. The report detailed two forms of
health care programs to contain health
care costs. The ISN concept uses sound
market forces to control costs, provide
high quality service, and promote continuing innovation. The report stated
ISNs will compete on the basis of cost and
quality. The RAPO concept provides an
alternative to ISNs for consumers who
prefer a fee-for-service system. RAPO
seeks to suppress costs through price
controls on services and through streamlining of billing and utilization review.
The plan would begin July 1, 1994 and
provide for an extended transition period
in order to include important development steps and avoid disruptions to
health care coverage. Quam discussed the
transition steps to ISNjRAPO. The steps
include the authorization and facilitation
of small, community-based ISNs, increased accountability for existing health
plans and ISNs, and the reduction of
administrative burdens through the
RAPO system. The plan also stated the
goal of achieving uniformity, simplicity,
and equality in health insurance regulation by 1997.
Michael Sandrett, Executive Director of
the Minnesota Health Care Commission
(MHCC) also presented recommendations. The MHCC supported the ISNj
RAPO concept and the Dept. of Health's
Implementation Plan, with several
exceptions. In one exception, the MHCC
agreed with the Dept. of Health plan to
provide consumer advocacy services, but
believed the service should be separate
from an office with regulatory functions.
The MHCC also recommended that the
Dept. of Health implementation plan be
combined into one MinnesotaCare bill
with the MHCC's proposals for universal
coverage, prevention, and consumer
incentives.
George Hoffman of the Dept. of Human
Services presented MinnesotaCare cost
and enrollment projections. To date,
enrollment is consistent with expectations. Payments are 4 - 5 percent lower
than earlier forecasts. Recommendations
will continue at a later committee
meeting.
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Senate Committee Assignments
Agriculture and Rural Development (10)
Chair: Bertram
Vice Chair: Hanson
Office: 323
Telephone: 296-7405
Meets: M, W; 12 noon-2 p.m.j Room 107
Berg
Dille

Lesewski
Morse

Murphy
Sams

Stevens
Vickerman

Environment and Natural Resources Finance Division (12)
Chair: Morse
Office: G-24
Telephone: 296-5649
Berg
Finn
Frederickson

Johnson, J.B.
Laidig
Lessard

Merriam
Olson
Pariseau

Price
Riveness

Commerce and Consumer Protection (15)
Chair: Solon
Vice Chair: Wiener
Office: 303
Telephone: 296-4158
Meets: M, Wj 12 noon-2 p.m.; Room 112

Ethics and Campaign Reform (12)
Chair: Marty
Vice Chair: Luther
Office: G-9
Telephone: 296-8866
Meets: T, Thj 12 noon-2 p.m.j Room 107

Anderson
Belanger
Chandler
Day

Cohen
Flynn
Johnson, D.E.

Janezich
Johnston
Kroening
Larson

Luther
Metzen
Oliver
Price

Samuelson

Crime Prevention (13)
Chair: Spear
Vice Chair: Anderson
Office: G-27
Telephone: 296-4191
Meets: M, W, Thj 2-4 p.m.j Room 15
Beckman
Belanger
Cohen

Kelly
Laidig
Marty

McGowan
Merriam
Neuville

Piper
Ranum

Crime Prevention Finance Division (9)
Chair: Beckman
Office: 301
Telephone: 296-5713
Kelly
Laidig

Marty
McGowan

Merriam
Neuville

Ranum
Spear

Education (22)
Co-Chair: Pogemiller
Co-Vice Chair: Krentz
Co-Chair: Stumpf·
Co-Vice Chair: Price
Telephone: 296-4185
Office: 235
Meets: T, W, Thj 10 a.m.-12 noon; Room 112
Beckman
Benson., J.E.
Hanson
Janezich
Knutson

Langseth
Larson
Moe, R.D.
Murphy
Neuville

Olson
Solon
Pappas
Terwilliger
Ranum
Wiener
Reichgott Junge
Robertson

Education Funding Division (15)
Chair: Pogemiller
Telephone: 296-7809
Office: 235
Beckman
Hanson
Janezich
Knutson

Langseth
Larson
Olson
Pappas

Ranum
Terwilliger
Reichgott Junge
Robertson
Stumpf

Environment and Natural Resources (18)
Chair: Lessard
Vice Chair: Chandler
Telephone: 296-1113
Office: 111
Meets: T 2-4 p.m., F 10-2 p.m.; Room 107
Finn
Anderson
Benson, J.E. Frederickson
Berg
Johnson, J.B.
Laidig
Dille

Merriam
Mondale
Morse
Novak

Olson
Pariseau
Price
Riveness

Johnson,D.J. Moe, R.D. Reichgott Junge
Laidig
Pariseau
McGowan
Pogemiller

Family Services (16)
Chair: Piper
Vice Chair: Betzold
Office: G-9
Telephone: 296-9248
Meets: T, Th; 12 noon-2 p.m.j Room 15
Adkins
Benson, J.E.
Berglin
Chandler

Johnson, J.B.
Kelly
Kiscaden
Knutson

Krentz
Solon
Riveness
Stevens
Robertson
Samuelson

Finance (21)
Chair: Merriam
Vice Chair: Kelly
Office: 122
Telephone: 296-4157
Meets: M, T, W, Thj 4-6 p.m.; Room 123
Beckman
Cohen
Frederickson
Johnson,D.E.
Johnson, J.B.

Johnston
Kroening
Laidig
Langseth
Larson

Luther
McGowan
Morse
Piper
Ranum

Samuelson
Spear
Stumpf
Terwilliger

Finance State Government Division (12)
Chair: Cohen
Office: 317
Telephone: 296-5931
Frederickson
Johnston
Kelly

Kroening
Langseth
Luther

McGowan Piper
Merriam
Terwilliger
Morse

Gaming Regulation (10)
Vice Chair: Janezich
Chair: Berg
Office: 328
Telephone: 296-5539
Meets: T, W, F; 8-10 a.m.j Room 107
Adkins
Bertram

Johnson,D.E. McGowan Neuville
Marty
Mondale
Spear

Governmental Operations and Reform (13)
Chair: Metzen
Vice Chair: Riveness
Office: 303
. Telephone: 296-4175
Meets: T, W, Fj 8-10 a.m.; Room 15
Beckman
Benson, D.O.
Hottinger

Morse
Pogemiller
Runbeck

Sams
Stevens
Stumpf

Terwilliger
Wiener
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Higher Education Division (10)
Chair: Stumpf
Office: 0-24
Telephone: 296-8660
Benson, J.E.
Larson

Moe, R.D.
Murphy

Neuville
Solon
Pogemiller Wiener

Adkins
Lessard

Mondale
Oliver

Pappas
Pariseau

Runbeck

Health Care (12)
Chair: Berglin
Vice Chair: Sams
Office: 0-9
Telephone: 296-4151
Meets: T, W, Th; 10 a.m.-12 noon; Room 15

Rules and Administration (30)
Chair: Moe, R.D.
Vice Chair: Luther
Office: 208
. Telephone: 296-4196
Meets: On call

Benson, D.D.
Betzold
Day

Adkins
Belanger
Benson, D.D.
Berg
Berglin
Bertram
Chmielewski

Finn
Hottinger
Kiscaden

Oliver
Vickerman
Piper
Samuelson

Health Care and Family Services Finance Division (12)
Chair: Samuelson
Office: 124
Telephone: 296-4875
Benson, D.D.
Berglin
Betzold

Day
Kiscaden
Piper

Riveness
Sams
Solon

Stevens
Vickerman

Jobs, Energy and Community Development (13)
Chair: Novak
Vice Chair: Johnson, J.B.
Office: 322
Telephone: 296-1767
Meets: T, W, Th; 10 a.m.-12 noon; Room 107
Anderson
Dille
Kelly
Chandler
Frederickson Kroening
ChmielewskL ,Johnson,D.}., Lesewski

Metzen
Runbeck

Jobs, Energy and Community Development Finance
Division (10)
Chair: Kroening
Office: 124
Telephone: 296-4302
Anderson
Chandler
Chmielewski

Frederickson
Johnson, J.B.
Lesewski

Metzen
Novak
Runbeck

Judiciary (10)
Chair: Reichgott
Vice Chair: Finn
Office: 306
Telephone: 296-2889
Meets: M, W; 12 noon-2 p.m.; Room 15
Berglin
Betzold

Cohen
Kiscaden

Knutson
Krentz

Robertson
Spear

Metropolitan and Local Government (15)
Chair: Adkins
Vice Chair: Mondale
Office: 309
Telephone: 296-4150
Meets: M, W, Th; 2-4 p.m.; Room 107
Betzold
Day
Flynn
Hottinger
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Metropolitan and Local Government Tax Division (9)
Chair: Flynn
Vice Chair: Hottinger
Office: 0-29
Telephone: 296-4274

Janezich
Langseth
Lessard
Oliver

Pappas
Wiener
Pariseau
Robertson
Runbeck

Flynn
Frederickson
Johnson, D.E.
Johnson, D.J.
Laidig
Lessard
Marty

McOowan
Merriam
Metzen
Novak
Olson
Pariseau
Piper

Pogemiller
Reichgott Junge
Solon
Spear
Stumpf
Terwilliger
Vickerman

Taxes and Tax Laws (22)
Chair: Johnson, D.J.
Vice Chair: Pappas
Office: 205
Telephone: 296-4839
Meets: M, T, W, Th; 4-6 p.m.; Room 15
Belanger
Benson, D.D.
Benson, J.E.
Berglin
Bertram

Day
Finn
Flynn
Hottinger
Marty

Mondale
Neuville
Novak
Olson
Pariseau

Pogemiller
Price
Reichgott Junge
Riveness
Sams

Transportation and Public Transit (15)
Chair: Chmielewski
Vice Chair: Ranum
Office: 325
Telephone: 296-4186
Meets: T, W, F; 8-10 a.m.; Room 112
Belanger
Dille
Flynn
Hanson

Johnston
Krentz
Langseth
Lesewski

Murphy
Novak
Olson
Pappas

Vickerman

Transportation and Public Transit Finance Division (9)
Chair: Langseth
Office: 0-24
Telephone: 296-3205
Belanger
Chmielewski

Dille
Flynn

Hanson
Johnston

Novak
Vickerman

Veterans and General Legislation (10)
Chair: Vickerman
Vice Chair: Murphy
Office: 226
Telephone: 296-1771
Meets: T, Th; 12 noon-2 p.m.; Room 112
Bertram
Chmielewski

Hanson
Johnston

Larson
Lessard

Lesewski
Metzen
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance
Monday, February 28

Tuesday, March 1

Rules and Administration Committee
Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Report of the Subcommittee on
Permanent and Joint Rules.

Gaming Regulation Committee

The Senate will meet at 11 a.m.
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 Noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1683-Vickerman: Establishing
and financing an interest rate buy down
program, establishing benefit limits. S.F.
1743-Vickerman: Grants to businesses affected
by the 1993 flood.

Chair: Sen. Charles Berg
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmation hearings for Gambling
Control Board and Minnesota Racing
Commission. Discussion of compulsive
gambling.
Transportation and Public Transit
Committee

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewski
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 348-Anderson: Prohibiting
improvement, expansion or reconstruction of
Minnesota Highway 280 until completion of
EIS. S.F. 1569-Morse: Deregulating charter
carriers.

Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
12 Noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F.1473-Betzold: Commitment
notices and documents provision. S.F. 1660Hottinger: Uniform Conflict of LawsLimitations Act. S.F. 1728-Betzold: DHS
deadline for special review board
recommendations re: mentally ill.
Judiciary Subcommittee on Data Practices

Chairs: Senators Jane Ranum and Harold "Skip"
Finn
2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1823-Ranum: Listing provisions
coaified outside the Data Practices Act. S.F.
1318-Betzold: Clarifying the scope of
confidentiality of records ofreview
organizations. S.F. 1791-Knutson: Regulating
the classification and release of Dept. of
Commerce data. S.F. 1717-Finn: Classifying
data relating to 911 emergency calls.
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 309-Kelly: Authorizing a city to
require employees to reside in that city. S.F.
1651-Merriam: Requiring publicly owned or
leased motor vehicles to De identified. S.F.
1712-Johnson, D.E.: Towns; providing for
financial audits. S.F. 1744-Vickerman:
Allowing Lakefield to expand its public
utilities commission to five members. S.F.
XXX-Flynn: Metropolitan Reorganization Act
of 1994.
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division

Education Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Committee bill, for
recommendations of the Task Force on School
Bus Safety.
Higher Education Division

Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Financial Aid Task Force report and
Post Secondary Options Program report.
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Presentation of S.F. 1706-Novak:
Prairie Island nuclear storage. Proponents
testimony.
Joint Health Care Committee and Family
Services Funding Division

Chairs: Sen. Linda Berglin and Sen. Don
Samuelson

10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: The Health Care Committee and
the Health Care and Family Funding Services
Division will meet to hear S.F. 1798Robertson: Part H of year 5 early
intervention, birth through 2, and infants and
toddlers with disabilities. At 11 a.m. the joint
committees will break and the Health Care
Committee will hear S.F. 1369-Sams:
Acupuncture study.

Chair: Sen. Don Samuelson
3 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1758-Samuelson: Welfare
reform funding.
Legislative Commission on Employee
Relations

Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty
12 Noon Room 107 State Capitol
Agenda: S.F.24-Marty: Code of ethics.

Chair: Rep. Leo Reding

Family Services Committee

7 p.m. Room 10 SOB
Agenda: Review and approval of commission
bill. Presentation of Higher Education Board
legislation that affects PELRA.

12 Noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1758-Samuelson: Welfare
reform.

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1742-Merriam: Allowing EQB
to provide its own staff and administration.
S.F. 1788-Johnson, J.B.: Waste Management
Act amendments.

VVednesday, March 2
Gaming Regulation Committee

Chair: Sen. Charles Berg
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Dept. of Revenue policies
concerning rebates to Indian tribes of tobacco,
liquor and petroleum taxes.
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1734-Reichgott Junge:
Establishing a disaster volunteer leave program
in the state civil service. S.F. XXX-Benson,
D.: DTED rule repealer bill.
Transportation and Public Transit
Committee

Chair: Sen. 'Florian Chmielewski·
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1816-Krentz: Eliminating the
repeal of regulations related to personal
transportation service providers. S.F. 1752Vickerman: Designating Hwy 14 the Laura
Ingalls Wilder Historic Highway. S.F. 1679Johnston: Designating Hwy 212 the
Minnesota Veterans Memorial Highway.
Education Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Committee bill,
recommendations of the Task Force on School
Bus Safety.
Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Testimony on Health Dept. and
Health Care Commission recommendations
on MinnesotaCare.
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Prairie Island nuclear storage
legishition. Opponents' testimony.
The Senate will meet at 12 Noon.
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 Noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Bertram: Increasing the
extent of authorized state participation in rural
finance authority loan restructuring program.
Appointments to the Minnesota Rural
Finance Authority.
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Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

Thursday, March 3

Chair: Sen. Sam Solon

Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Income and Sales Tax

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichfottJunge

12 Noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Appointment to Board of Invention.
S.F. 1784-Riveness: Insurance fraud
information disclosure and antifraud plan
requirements. S.F. 1846-Solon: Omnibus
financial institutions bill. S.F. 1847-Solon:
Mortgage payment services regulation. S.F.
1848-Solon: Omnibus real estate bill.
Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
12 Noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1694-Betzold: Intrusive mental
health treatment.
Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 State Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1845-Ranum: Juvenile justice.
Metropolital1 and Local Government
Committee'

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Flynn: Metropolitan
Reorganization Act of 1994.
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: DNR capital qudget presentation.
Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1758-Samuelson: Welfare
reform bill. (Pending action by Family
Services Committee).

* Meeting Cancellation

Higher Education Division

Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Higher Education Board reports, Jay
Noren, Chancellor
Tax Committee

Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: March budget forecast and
governor's supplemental budget. Governor's
tax proposal. S.F. 1782-Riveness: Uncapping
target appropriation.

6

Education Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112
Agenda: To be announced.
Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Dept. of Health's and Minnesota
Health Care Commission's recommendations
on MinnesotaCare.
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1706-Novak: Prairie Island
legislation. Committee to take amendments
and vote.
Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty
12 Noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 24-Marty: Code of ethics. S.F.
1483-Marty: Absentee mail voting.
Veterans and General Legislation Committee

Chair: Sen. Jim Vickerman
12 Noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

4 p.m. Room 15 Capito
Agenda: Capital Equipment Advisory
Council report.
Legislative Commission on Pensions and
Retirement

Chair: Sen. Phil Riveness
6:30 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Review ofJuly 1, 1993 statewide and
major retirement plan actuarial valuations.
S.F. 793-McGowan and H.F. 985-Weaver:
Public Employee Police and Fire Fund;
modification of reemploy.ed disabilitant benefit
offset. S.F. XXX and H.F. XXX-Johnson, B.:
State deferred compensationplan; various
regulatory modifications. S.F. 609-Kroening,
H.F. 662-0rfield: MTRFA; Out-of-state
teaching service purchase. S.F.614-Krentz,
H.F. 664-Greiling: TRA; Job-sharing service
and salary credit purchase. S.F. 1680-Murphy,
H.F.1881-Dempsey: Red Wing Police;
Additional PERA-P&F benefit election
option. S.F. 1723-Piper, H.F. 1909-Reding:
Local police and fire remarried surviving
spouse benefits. S.F. XXX and H.F. 1885Reding: MSRS; Exception to re-employed
annuitant earnings limit in certain cases.
Friday, March 4
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

Chair: Sen. Tracy Beckman

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. XXX-Hottinger: LCRAR
rulemaking bill.

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Ranum: Juvenile justice
task force bill.

Transportation and Public Transit Finance
Division

Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Dept. of Transportation capital
budget presentation.

Crime Prevention Finance Division

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Governor's appointments.
Metropolitan Council and Metropolitan
Transit Commission.
Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: Budget forecast and the governor's
budget recommendations.

Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth
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Brief floor sessions held

March 4, 1994
pieces of legislation he has carried during
his tenure in the Minnesota Senate and,
backed by testimony of representatives of
the state's Americ an Legion posts, urged
approval by the other panel members. The
resolution was advanced to the Judiciary
Commi ttee on a 10-0 roll call vote.
In other action, the committee
advanced two additional bills. S.F. 1699,
sponsored by Sen. Paula Hanson (DFLHam Lake), adopts the square dance as the
Americ an folk dance of Minnesota. The
measure was approved and recommended
for the Consen t Calendar. S.F. 1707,
authored by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul), appropriates money to the Dept. of
Admini stration for a grant to the
Minnesota Humanities Commission to
rehabilitate and retrofit the west wing of
the former Gillette Children's Hospital to
house the successful Teache r Institute
Program. The measure was approved and
re-referred to the Jobs, Energy and
Community Development Committee.

Juvenile justice bill considered

At the Wed., Mar. 2, meeting of the
Crime Prevent ion Committee, chaired by
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), the
committee discussed S.F. 1854. The bill,
authored by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFLMpls.), creates a stronger and separate
response system to juvenile offenders. The
bill establishes a new serious youthful
offender category and the applicable
sentencing guidelines. Provisions amend
the certification of a juvenile proceeding
to adult court.
Ranum presented the bill, stating that it
would assure equity in sentencing and
provide programming relevant to the
offender pOfulation. Ranum also stated
that the bil seeks to ensure cooperation
between the state and counties to provide
continu ing services.
Discussion focused on a particular
section regarding secure placement for
offenders. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul) asked for clarification of the
commissioner of corrections' role in the
operation of local facilities. Ranum
outlined the purpose of secure placement,
and need for continuous programming.
For the placement, the author explained
that small, regionally based facilities would
be licensed, but not operated, by the
commissioner. Discussion will continue at
the next meeting.
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Agriculture and Rural
Development
RFA bill gains
A bill increasing the extent of authorized
state participation in the Rural Finance
Authority loan program was approved at
the Wed., Mar. 2, meeting of die Agriculture and Rural Development Committee.
S.F. 1903, authored by Chair Joe Bertram,
Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), allows the authority
to participate in a restructured loan to the
extent of 45 percent of the primary
grincipal or $100,000, whichever is less.
Current law limits the participation to 25
percent of the primary principal or
$50,000, whichever is less. Bertram said
that the bill is directed at trying to help
credit-worthy farmers recover from last
year's short cold, wet growing season by
aiding the farmers in debt restructuring.
The Eill also repeals the authorization for
the commissioner of finance to issue and
sell bonds and use the proceeds to assist
~ecific agricultural-industrial facilities in
Dettoit Lakes. According to Bertram, the
authorization is no longer needed. The bill
was approved and sent to the full Senate.
In other action, the panel recommended
the confirmation of the gubernatorial
appoints of Christopher Skaalen, Marlene
Malstrom, Curtis Pietz and Vivian Evans to
the Minnesota Rural Finance Authority.

Commerce and Consumer
Protection
Board of Invention confirmations
The Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee, at the Weds., Mar. 2,
meeting, confirmed eleven gubernatorial
appointees to Minnesota's newly-formed
Board of Invention. They are Josej)h
Alvite, Wyoming; Penny Becker, Redwood
Falls; Henry Buchwald, Edina; Daniel
Ferber, St. Paul; Philip M. Goldman,
Mendota Heights; Steven Levinson,
Newfolden; Donna J. McBrian, Fridley;
Janet Robb, Roseville; Patsy Sherman,
Bloomington; Lyle Stvermer, Winnebago;
and Milton Toratti, Virginia.
The committee then turned to S.F. 1784,
requiring and facilitating sharing of
information about insurance fraud between
insurers and law enforcement authorities.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), establishes a
requirement that insurers report suspected
insurance fraud, usually to a law enforcement official, and to release information
about the suspected fraud upon the request
of an authorized person. Under the
measure, insurers and authorized persons
are granted immunity from liability that
might otherwise arise due to the release of
information. An insurer that intentionally
refuses to release information is guilty of a
misdemeanor. In addition, the bill
requires insurers to imj)lement an antifraud
plan by Jan. 1, 1995. The bill also requires
that all insurance applications and claim
forms contain a warning to insureds that
submitting a fraudulent claim is a crime.
Insurance company representatives
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testified in favor of the measure, stressing
that the immunity called for in the bill is
needed because some investigators are
reluctant to cooperate for fear of retaliatory
lawsuits from "professional claimants,"
people who stage accidents and falsely
claim death and disability benefits.
The committee alProved S.F. 1784 and
re-referred it to the udiciary Committee.
The committee a so approved S.F. 1846,
the Financial Institutions Omnibus bill,
sJ:lonsored by Committee Chair Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth). The bill makes several
technical and housekeeping changes in
banking regulations. The Eill was approved and sent to the Senate floor.
The committee also discussed S.F. 1848,
the Omnibus Real Estate bill, sponsored by
Solon. The bill makes technical changes
to real estate broker and appraiser statutes,
and has no known opposition. An
amendment offered by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), however,
spurred discussion. The amendment
provides that when dual agency disclosures
are made as specified by law, the disclosures
satisfy common law disclosure requirements. The amendment also states that
when the principal in a transaction is a
licensee or a relative or business associate
of the licensee, that fact must be disclosed
in writing. Luther said the amendment is
an effort to provide certainty to real estate
licensees about which disclosures they must
make to be in compliance with the law.
After discussion, tlie committee laid the
bill over.

Crime Prevention
Racial bias in judicial system
The Crime Prevention Committee,
chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.)
heard conclusions of the Minnesota
Supreme Court's Task Force on Racial Bias
in the Judicial System. The task force
found that despite the fact racial discrimination can be subtle, its effects in the
criminal process are dramatic. Racial
disparity in the prison system was cited as
one of many examples of the biases
throughout the judicial system. Justice
Rosalie Wahl noted that minority communities are routinely wary of the justice
system and feel alienated because of a lack
of minority representation and understanding. The report found several other
incidences of bias including a disproportionate number of minority children within
the foster care system and inadequate court
translation services. The report attributed
the inadequate translation services to the
fact that Minnesota has no uniform
standards or testing for interpreters.
The task force recommended several
ways to rectify the biases. The recommendations included hiring more minorities
throughout the criminal system, ensuring
employees are culturally sensitive through
training in cultural awareness and diversity,
and monitoring race-specific records and
data. The committee is reviewing the
report and will reconvene next week.
Also at the Thurs. Feb 24 meeting, the
committee recommended confirmation of
Commissioner of Corrections Frank Wood.

Wood, who has worked over 30 years in
public service and criminal justice,
expressed his commitment to ensuring
public, safety and prepar,ing offenders for reentry mto the commumty.

Corrections bonding request
The Crime Prevention Finance Division,
chaired by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn), heard the Dept. of Corrections
capita budget requests for FY 1994-1995.
Tne governor has recommended a total of
$72 million in bonding authority. Jim
Bruton, assistant commissioner, detailed
several statewide proposals. The items that
were most highly prioritized include:
expansion and conversion at the Moose
Lake Correctional Facility, bed increases at
Lino Lakes, Faribault, Oak Park Heights
and Shakopee facilities, and construction
of a juvenile security cottage. Bruton
noted that facilities are currently over
capacity and emphasized the need for
acquisition of additional beds. He also
stated that a new center would need to be
constructed in the future to meet the
growing number of offenders.
In the meeting Thurs., Feb. 24, Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) expressed concern
regarding diversity of employees and said
she hoped the department would encourage
cultural sensitivity by placing facilities in
communities with a diverse population.
Sen. Randy Kelly, (DFL-St. Paul), called
attention to the benefits of job training
programs in facilities. Kelly supported
expansion of these programs. The bonding
request is under division consideration.

Education
Bus safety review continues
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls), continued to review of the recommendations
from the School Bus Safety Task Force and
take testimony on the report during its
meeting on Thur., Feb. 24.
Telling the members that school bus
accidents are "predictable and preventable", Kate Donnelly Schneider, the task
force's chair, led the division through the
group's recommendations, which were
presented in a preliminary bill draft form.
Among the provisions in the bill draft
were proposals to require adult monitors on
each bus, to establisn stricter training and
licensing standards for bus drivers, to adopt
national operating and equipment standards into state law, and to establish state
and local policies for safety.
The task force also recommended
establishing a state Pupil Transportation
Safety Director position in the Department
of Public Safety. Donnelly Schneider said,
"Minnesota is the only state that does not
have a school bus "czar". Every other state
has one person who is accountable for
school bus safety, and we believe that is
important."
The division also heard from Michael
Jordan, commissioner of the Department of
Public Safety, who commented that he felt
the task force's proposal offer an opportu-

nity to his coordin ate his departm ent's
activities with those of others. "I don't
think that the intent is to devise an
entirely new scheme," he said, "but to build
on our current one."
Additio nal testimony was taken and will
continu e in the coming week.

Bus safety testimony heard
Public testimony on the recomm endations of the School Bus Safety Task Force
began when the Educati on Division,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) met, Wed. morning, Mar. 2.
The task force's recommendations,
which include requiring adult monitors on
buses, adopting of operating standards, and
setting more stringen t training and
licensing requirements for school bus
drivers, were the focus of commen ts by
both propone nts and opponen ts.
The division once again heard compelling testimony supporting the recomm endation that adult monitors be required on
each bus. How it would be handled was a
concern for Roger Saxton, transpo rtation
director for the Blue Earth School District.
He said if the local levy, as proposed, were
adopted, "we would not have monitor s in
our district" because of the cuts that have
been taken in other operating areas.
Several bus drivers also expressed their
views to the division, saying that increasing
the training requirements would make
them too stringen t for a part-tim e position .
"Flexibility (of the position) is a plus," Lee
Runyon said, "but most drivers I know
have to work evenings and weekends just
'tCl' make 'up a 40,hbur work week. Most
pizza deliveIJ drivers make more an hour
than we do.'
The division also heard from some task
force members, who took issue with some
of the recomm endatio ns of the larger group
and prepared an alternat e report. Include d
in tneir report were concern s about raising
the training requirements and whethe r
operating standards should become law.
"This cannot be all-or-n othing legislation,"
Earlene Wiche of the Rochest er Public
Schools said. "There is room to be
reasonable."
The division will continu e to take public
testimony.

Bus safety testimony contin ues

The Educati on Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-1vipls.), took
addition al public testimony, Wed. evening,
Mar. 2, as the deliberations on the School
Bus ~afety Task Force's recomm endatio ns
contmu ed.
Earlier, the division had heard from both
propone nts and oppone nts of several
recommendations, particularly the proposal
to require adult bus monitors and reinforce
licensing requirements. Discussion of the
monitor requirem ent was raised once more,
as were other transpo rtation funding issues.
Transpo rtation funding is at the neart of
the issues for Minnea polis and White Bear
Lake school transpo rtation officials.
"There is a correlat ion between the underfundin¥ of transpo rtation and school bus
safety,' Chuck Corliss of the White Bear
Lake School District said. "We have had
to become very efficient in our transporta-

tion system because of funding, and I don't
feel that we canJet more efficient than we
are now," he sai .
Lack of funding also leads to driver
shortages and} for some districts, determines which bus companies are chosen,
according to Denny Coughl in of the Mpls.
school district. "If you owned a milliondollar painting and wanted to move it,
would you hire the company that gives you
the lowest bid? Probably not," Coughl in
said. "But the reality is that we have to
take the lowest bid to transpo rt our
children , and will continu e to do so until
we have dedicated funds available," he
said.
The division also heard from Sophia
Pendergast co-founder of Rhode Island's
chapter of Families Insisting on Safe
Student Transpo rtation (F.I.S.S.T.), and
the group's executive director, Bob Perry,
who shared their organization's support for
the adult monitor proposal.
The division will continu e to hear
testimony and debate over school bus
safety in coming meetings.

Financial aid options heard

Reports on financial aid and the postsecondary enrollm ent options (PSEO)
2rogram were presente d to the Higher
Education Division, chaired by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-T hiefRiv er Falls), Tues.,
Mar. 1.
The 1993 Legislature created the
Financial Aid Task Force to evaluate the
state grant program, which they found to
be "well-designed and, for the most part,
well-maintained," Humph rey Doerma nn,
chair of the task force, said.
But he added they also recognized the
need to "improve matters for low-income
students" by linking changes in tuition
with increases in aid.
Doerma nn said that the task force is
recommending two options for to the
Legislature. The first proposes an additional $35 million appropr iation to the
grant program, and that adjustments be
made in the distribu tion formula to
improve the treatme nt for the lowest
income students.
The other option the task force offered
requests no addition al funds but changes
HECB reports, recommendations
how grants are calculated to also improve
the awards to lower income students.
The Higher Educati on Division, chaired
The division is expecte d to continu e
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-T hiefRiv er
their discussions of the report and state
Falls), reviewed several reports from the
grant program at future meetings.
Higher Education Coordinatin~Board
More than 7,500 high school students
(HECB) at the meeting Thur., Feb. 24.
are receiving both high school and college
The 1993 Legislature asked HECB to
credit under the PSEO, said Nils Hasselmo,
review tuition reciprocity trends and costs,
chair of the Higher Educati on Advisory
educati on savings plan options and to
Council (HEAC ). The council is made up
evaluate nursing grant programs. loe
of public and private post-secondary
Graba, HECB's deputy director, also said
leaders.
the agency is recommending expansi on of
"The program is part and parcel of
Metrop olitan State Univers ity this session.
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Graba said that reciprocity agreements,
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secondary educati on and in providing
in their home state, have been negotia ted
choices for students." Under PSEO, high
between Minnes ota and North Dakota,
school students may take a college course
South Dakota, Wisconsin, and Manitob a.
In FY 93, about 18,000 Minnes ota students high school and for college credit, either
on-campus or in a high school.
attende d post-secondary instituti ons in
Hasselmo, who is presiden t of the
other states and about 13,000 out-of-state
University of Minnesota, told the division
students enrolled in Minnes ota schools.
that HEAC is recomm ending that the
Based on the terms of each agreem ent
program be continu ed. The division will
and tuition difference, Graba said that
continu e its conside ration of higher
about $3 million in compen sation is paid
educatio n proposals in coming meetings.
to other states. He also noted that if the
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Recommended for seats,on the Environmental Trust Fund Citizens' Advisory
Committee were Jack Lavoy, Jean Sanford,
Nancy Gibson, Ty Biscoff and Arlan H.
Anderson.
Edward A. Garvey, Keith Langmo and
Daniel D. Foley were recommended for
positions on the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (PCA). Four other PCA
appointments will be considered in
upcoming committee meetings.

EQB change approved
Members of the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee met Tues.,
Mar. 1, and advanced a bill altering the
authority governing the staff and executive
director of the Environmental Quality
Board. Under the bill, S.F. 1742, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), the EOB staff and executive
director report Jirectly to the EQB rather
than to the director of the Office of
Strategic and Long Range Planning.
Merriam said the change makes the staff
more accountable to die governing board
and makes it easier to track the buClgeting
process of the EQB. The measure was
approved and re-referred to the Governmental Operations and Reform Committee.
In other action, the committee, chaired
by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls),
devoted most of the hearing to discussing a
bill that makes changes to the Waste
Management Act. S.F. 1788, sponsored b.y
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
amends the Waste Management Act in
numerous ways. The bill reduces the
number of copies of game and fish laws and
rules sent to all state legislators, alters the
purpose section of the Waste Management
Act to include "protection" of the state's
land, air, water, other natural resources and
the public health by improving waste
management, and allows solid waste
management capital assistance grants to be
made to resource recovery facilities for
projects that meet specific criteria. The
measure also expands the list of authorities
and duties of counties that sanitary districts
have within their jurisdiction, changes the
dates for a variety of reports, authorizes the
attorney general to provide legal representation to a county whose designation
ordinance is challenged, and allows the
burning of motor oil filters in a mixed
municipal solid waste resource recovery
facility that meets specific criteria.
In addition, the bill provides additional
definitions, broadens die application of the
solid waste fee accounting requirements,
and clarifies that counties are only required
to provide households with an opportunity
to recycle major appliances. In the area of
toxics in packaging, the measure requires
the commissioner of the PCA to seek
membership in the toxics in packaging
clearinghouse administered by the Source
Reduction Task Force of the Coalition of
Northeastern Governors and implement
the recommendations of the clearinghouse.
The measure extends the number of years
from 20 to 30 for which the owner of a
solid waste management facility must be
financial responsible after closing, requires
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certification of appliance recyclers and
servicers, bans tne sale of the athletic shoes
that have an electric switch containing
mercury, restates the metropolitan soliCl
waste fee, extends the prohibition on
disposal of unprocessed waste from the
Metro Area to facilities outside the Metro
Area, requires a report on the management
of waste electronic appliances, and makes
changes relating to the metropolitan
landfill fund provisions.
Most of the discussion on the bill
centered on several amendments that were
offered. One amendment, offered by Sen.
Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington) and approved by the committee, authorizes
private ownership of solid waste facilities,
permits counties and local governments to
impose conditions on the disposal of
unprocessed solid waste and adds requirements for liners and leachate systems.
Members also approved an amendment,
offered by Johnson, that sets the date for
reports detailing progress toward management programs for rechargeable batteries
disposal. An amendment refining the
definition of unprocessed waste, offered by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
was also adopted. Members had several
other amendments to offer but were
hampered by time constraints. As a result,
the bill was laid over for further discussion.

DNR budget addressed
The Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division heard testimony from the
Dept, ,of Natural Resources. (DNR) on
Thu., Feb. 24. The division, chaired by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) listened
to Ron Nargang, deputy commissioner of
the DNR, report on the agency's capital
budget request. Nargang outlined a
portion of the budget and elements
involved in the buClget making process.
The major components in the process were
DNR employee polls, a database of state
environmental information, DNR and
other agency experts, the Dept. of Finance,
the office of the governor, cost-benefit
analysis, and researched benefits.
Nargang detailed 10 project areas the
DNR is seeking funding for in its proposed
$75 million buClget. Maintenance issues
were the first projects in which the goal is
to bring facilities up to state building code.
Secondly, the agency wishes to consolidate
service offices. In that plan, selective DNR
offices would be relocated and consolidated
in order to lower DNR operating costs.
Underground storage tank removal and
replacement marked the third project. In
this project, underground fuel tanks
containing gasoline are to be removed and,
in areas where tanks are needed, above
ground tanks installed. Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch) guestioned Nargang
about whether the DNR has investigated
the use of alternative fuels for agency
vehicles. Nargang reported that the DNR,
in conjunction other governmental
agencies, is exploring the possibility of
using natural gas as a fuel alternative.
A fourth project focused on state park
building renabilitation. Of the 1,200 state
park buildings in Minnesota, 500 are
registered as historic, which indicates the

amount of rehabilitation needed, according
to Nargang. Another concern of the DNR
is that buildings be developed so that the
facilities suit public needs. In that regard,
another budget area is state park building
development, in which new facilities are to
be constructed. A sixth area was the
farmland wildlife populations and research
facilities project. Nargang listed forestry
air tanker facilities as the seventh project
area. In the project, existing pumping and
sewer facilities are to be upgraded.
Nargang stated that the eighth budget area
is minerals, with new construction, drill
core library and reclamation projects. The
ninth major project the DNR proposed is a
fisheries field rehabilitation/adaptation
project. The final project, explained by
Nargang, is the Lac qui Parle wildlife
management area offices and hunter
contact station project. The division will
meet again to take testimony from the
DNR on the remaining project areas.

Capital budget process described
The Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division, chaired ~'y_Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), met Wed., Mar. 2 to
hear presentations relating to the capital
budget process. Traditionally, the various
finance divisions develop the capital
budget, or bonding allocations, for "brick
and mortar" type projects during the even
numbered year session. Dale Nelson, Dept.
of Finance, outlined the process by which
the various departments arrive at their
requesJs fm t.he, ftmgjpgQ[J;Jl,lildjIJKRL •
improvement projects.
In addition, Ron Nargang, Dept. of
Natural Resources, continued the presentation of the department's capital budget
proposals.

Ethics and Campaign
Reform
Code of ethics discussed
The Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee, chaired by'-Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), met Thur., Feb. 24, to
discuss ethical conduct for legislators and
lobbyists. S.F. 24, authored and introduced
by Marty, defines guidelines and procedures
concerning gifts.
The committee spent the period
listening to testimony and examining
definitions of words and situations.
John KnapI2J president of the Minnesota
Government Relations Council (MGRC),
testified in favor of comprehensive ethics
legislation, but expressed concern about
the bill as it is currently written.
His first objection addresses the issue of
salary and compensation disclosure
between a lobbyist and the lobbyist's
employer. Knapp said that MGRC did not
believe that there is any public benefit to
such reporting, and that compensation is a
matter of private contract.
The council's second complaint is that
the bill does not apply to individuals or
corporations. Knapp said, "If it is wrong for
a lobbyist with a financial interest in a
matter to make a gift to an elected or
appointed official, it is also wrong for

others, not registered as lobbyists to make
those gifts."
T estimo~ysupporting the bill was given
by Jane McWilliams, representing the
League of Women Voters. McWilliams
eXRlained that the League believes Raid
lobbyists have greater access to legislators
than other organizations or individuals,
and that S.F. Z4 will correct an "uneven
playing field." Joan Higinbotham, executive director of Commo n Cause, MN, also
spoke in favor of S.F.Z4.
The committee thoroughly examined the
individual circumstances that surround gift
giving, noting that value is relative and
determined by both the giver and receiver.
In answer to such questions, Marty
explained that S.F. Z4 attempts to establish
a "bright line" delineating conduc t and
procedure for all.
No action was taken on the bill, and the
committee will convene next week for
further discussion.

Ethics discussion contin ues
The Senate Ethics and Campaign
Reform Committee, chaired by Sen. Tohn
Mart, (DFL-Roseville), met Tues., Mar. 1,
for further discussion of S.P.Z4. Marty's bill,
sets forth standards of conduct for public
officials that prohibits them from using
their public postion for private advantage.
Included specifically in the bill are
guidelines prohibiting the acceptance of
gifts, the use of information for private
gain, and the act of lobbying a former
employer for up to two years after after
having left office.
Various Senators raised concerns about
vague wording and three amendments were
placed on the table. One amendm ent
requires more detailed reporting by
lObbyists and their principals. Marty moved
that the amendm ent be adopted, and the
motion prevailed.
A second amendm ent prompted debate
concerning the words, "benefit," "favor,"
and "reward." Marty acknowledeged that
vagueries, inheren t in such language, are
problematic, and that the intentio n of the
amendm ent is to "tighten up the language."
The amendm ent was adopted.
Sen. Ember Reichgo ttJunge (DFL-New
Hope) pointed out that many situations
between an official and a constitu ent are
surrounded by subjective thinking and
over-lapping roles. There was an exchange
between Senators surrounding hypothetical
and actual situations encountered by some
commit tee members. As a result, Reichgott
Junge offered the third amendment, to
delete subjective vocabulary. The amendment was adopted, however no final action
was taken on the bill.

Family Services
Welfare reform proposals reviewed
The FamilY Services Commi ttee, chaired
by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), began its
look into welfare reform and related issues
at its meeting of Thurs., Feb. Z4.
The commit tee reviewed S.P. 1758,
authore d by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainerd). The bill is a reform package
that requires AFDC recipients under age
18 to live at home or under a supervised

bling Control Board: Clarenc e S. Carter,
Mary K. McLeod, Dennis Flaherty, Allan
E. Fonfara, John Breon, and Laura Schupp.
The committee then interviewed Joseph
Friedberg, Mary B. Magnuson, and Camille
J. McArdle for positions on the Minnesota
Racing Commission. Sen. Dean E. Johnson, (IR-Willmar), moved to confirm the
three appointees, and the motion was
approved.
The last order of business was to hear
testimony from individuals regarding
compulsive $ambling. The committee first
heard from Jay Bambery, manager of the
Gamblin/LProgram at the Dept. of Human
Services. Bambery pointed out that
demand for pr()grams and services continues to grow. "We are losing ground,"
Bambery said.
The last person to testify was the cochair of the Gambling Advisory Commi ttee, Roger Svendsen. Svendsen, who's
Welfare reform testimony taken
ment with the gambling hotline
Discussion of welfare reform was renewed involvehim first hand experience with
affords
ttee,
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minors from dysfunctional families to stay
at home would only perpetuate the
Tribal rebates discussed
problem. "Girls don t get 1?regnant to
escape families," she said, 'Tnat usually
The Senate Gaming Regulation Comhappens after they have left."
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Some questioned a provision to limit
), met Wed., Mar. Z, to discuss the
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advantage for women over a two-year
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arrangement that broadens current
programs linking public assistance with a
employment and training services, and that
requires the Dept. of Human Services to
request waivers of some federal regulations.
Samuelson told the commit tee that his
proposal relies on the willingness of the
federal governm ent to grant waivers of
their public assistance rules.
The issue of welfare reform also was
raised by Maria Gomez, commissioner of
the Dept. of Human Services, who told the
committee that it is also a part of the
agency's legislative agenda for this session.
She said that her departm ent will also be
offering proposals related to health care
reform and the delivery of public assistance
programs.
The commit tee will continu e their
review and discussions in coming meetings.
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Discussion of the 1993 rebate of $2.4
million to the 150 member community of
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Tribe ensued.
The amount is substantially more than the
traditional per capita contribution.
McMartin said that a major problem
surrounds the collection of taxes. If the
Indians refuse to pay the tax, and sell outof-state untaxed cigarettes, the
department's only recourse is to seize the
cigarettes as they did in 1988. "We have no
mechanism for collecting taxes," McMartin
said.
Berg said that under the current agreement the money is already in the hands of
the department, and that the practice of
extraordinary rebates is not only unfair, but
also encourages cheating by other businesses. McMartin acknowledged the
situation, but referred back to the clarity of
current federal law which prohibits the
taxing of cigarettes sold to Indians.
Sen. Allen Spear (DFL-Mpls.), commented that hypothetical discussion about
the intentions of tribes is only speculation.
He said that the committee should hear
directly from the tribes, and invited tribal
representatives to come forward in the
upcoming meetings.

Governmental Operations
and Reform
Volunteer leave program debated
A bill to allow state employees who are
certified disaster service volunteers of the
American Red Cross to be granted paid
leave to participate is disaster relief services
was the focal point of discussion at the
Wed., Mar. 2, hearing of the Governmental 0,l:Jerations and Reform Committee.
S.F. 1734, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), sparked
discussion as members debated the question of "paid" volunteers. Members also
voiced concern that the measure leaves the
state vulnerable to workers compensation
claims. In order to address the concern
about workers compensation, Reichgott
Junge drafted an amendment, offered by
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington),
that specifies that the state is not liable for
workers' compensation claims arising from
accident or injury while a state employee is
on assignment as a certified disaster service
volunteer for the American Red Cross.
The amendment was adopted. However,
further concern arose that the state cannot
just exempt itself from workers compensation claims without further language.
In addition, several Senators expressed
concern that authorizing paid leaves of
absence violates the nature of
volunteerism. Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota) offered an amendment to reduce
the amount paid to employees on disaster
relief leave to 70 percent of their normal
salary. Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle
Pines), offered an amendment to further
reduce the compensation to 50 percent of
the normal pay. Both the amendment to
the amendment and the amendment were
adopted. The bill was approved and sent
to the full Senate.
In other action, the panel, chaired by
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Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul),
also approved a bill repealing a number of
obsolete and archaic rules. S.P. 1894,
authored by Sen. Duane Benson ORLanesboro), which is the result of' work by
both legislators and the administration,
repeals obsolete rules of the Dept. of
Agriculture, Dept. of Commerce, Dept. of
Health, Dept. of Human Services, Dept. of
Public Safety, Dept. of Public Service,
Dept. of Revenue and the Pollution
Control Agency. Benson said that the
rules to be repealed were selected because
they were either totally obsolete, or had
been superseded by state or federal law, or
are no longer applicable because of other
changes. The bill goes to the Senate floor.

Health Care
Three bills okayed
The Health Care committee aQProved
three bills at its meeting Thurs., Feb. 24.
The committee, chaired by Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.), approved S.P. 1842, a bill
sponsored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin)
that establishes a framework for changes in
the Vulnerable Adult Act. The framework
was proposed by a collaborative effort
between the Attorney General, the Depts.
of Health and Human Services, provider
groups, local adult protective service
agencies, and advocacy groups. The bill
identifies thirteen areas of reform, including making a single computer database
available to a variety of agencies and
individuals. The measure also calls for
clarification of terms. Mamie Segall of the
attorney general's office supportea the bill
and the effort to combine resources and
efficiently protect vulnerable adults. She
was joined by several health care associations in endorsing this legislation. The bill
was sent to the Judiciary Committee.
The committee also endorsed S.P. 1806,
authored by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake), allowing certified
clinical specialists in psychiatric and
mental health nursing to prescribe and
administer drugs. Deborah Brown, Clinical
Nurse Sl2ecialist at Ramsey County Mental
Health Center testified the bill would
increase access, quality, and effectiveness of
care. A collection of health care professionals concurred. Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley) proposed an amendment, which
was adopted, addressing a psychiatrist's
responsibility and oversight in patient
diagnosis and prescription. The bill, as
amended, now goes to the floor.
Betzold also sponsored S.P. 1319, a bill
that includes preferred provider organizations (PPOs) in those entities allowed to
establish review organizations. This bill
authorizes grants peer review of medical
professionals in PPOs and permits review
organizations to participate in dispute
settlement. The bill was approved and rereferred to the Judiciary Committee.

Welfare reform bill reviewed
The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division met Mon., Feb. 28 to
review S.F. 1758, a welfare reform bill

~onsored

by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainerd), who is also chair of the division.
The bill requires aid to families with
dependent children (AFDC) recipients
under 18 to live with their parents or in a
supervised living arrangement. The bill
also allows recipients to work over 99
hours per mondi. In addition, it expands
current programs linking public assistance
with training and employment services.
The division discussed the Dept. of
Human Services' fiscal analysis of the
welfare reform bill. Cost estimates were
given for each section of the bill, some
with a decrease in expenditures. The total
prQiected cost to the state is $4.8 million.
The division also discussed the parent's
fair share pilot project and its proposed
expansion into in Ramsey County. Sen.
Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro) expressed
concern about choosing only Ramsey
County as a site for expansion. Samuelson
explained the potential benefits in that
area, which has a disproportionate number
of Southeast Asian, two-parent families
with a great need for assistance. Samuelson
said he was receptive to additional areas,
but that he was concerned about the
additional costs to the bill. Discussion will
continue at a later meeting.

Joint committee meets
The Health Care committee, chaired by
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) and the Health
Care and Family Services Funding Division, chaired by Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd) met i9intly Tu,es., Ma~. 1
to discuss S.P. 1798. The bill, sponsored by
Sen. Martha Robertson OR-Minnetonka),
provides for a comprehensive, coordinated
program of early intervention services for
children with disabilities and their families.
This program is commonly referred to as
Part Hj and the deadline for legislative
approval is Tune 1994 in order to retain
federal funding for the program.
Representatives from several organizations testified on the advantages of the bill
because of the ability to provide a comprehensive service_system. Julie Bruner of the
Association of Minnesota Counties
supported the linking of agencies to create
seamless service. She also highlighted the
counties' need for respite care.
The issue of entitlement was raised by
several advocates, resulting in a clarification of the services that would be provided
by the state. The joint meeting adjourned
while Robertson and health care representatives met to clarify the commissioner's
decision with regard to disputes. Upon
return, the joint committee [lfJproved the
bill and re-referred it to the Education
Committee.
The Health Care Committee then
discussed S.F. 1369, a bill authored by Sen.
Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), calling for a
study on the risks, precautions, ana
requirements of the acupuncture profession. The bill mandates state certification
of acupuncturists, whereas certification is
currently voluntary. The bill is proposed to
ensure patient protection, Sams said. Sen.
Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
expressed concern about a lack of hygiene
and other malpractice issues. Finn

questioned the certification process and
argued that the bill did not ensure the
accountability of acupuncturists. The bill
was ~proved, however, and now goes to
the Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.

MinnesotaCare testimony heard
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), heard
public testimony for the duration of the
meeting on Wed., March 2. The statements concerned the Dept. of Health and
Health Care Commission recommendations on MinnesotaCare. Representatives
from several health care organizations
discussed issues to consider for the upcoming MinnesotaCare bill. Richard Davenport of the Minnesota Medical Group
Management Association (MMGMA)
stressed the importance of the local
development of health care systems in
future health care access proposals. He and
several others expressed concern that
current models are "unnecessarily confining and potentially unresponsive to
community needs." Proponents encouraged provisions to allow decision-making
on a local level.
Legislation including insurance reform
and universal coverage was also recommended by supporters. This was suggested
so that integrated service networks (ISNs)
can more effectively improve access and
contain costs. Additional testimony was
given by Dr. Mary Seieroe of the Hennepin
County Medical Center, who advised the
inclusion of dental care in health care
refqt;ffi\ J,~~l.~iJ1l?nY.'YNyqI1tilll,le at the
next severa meetmgs.
j

MinnesotaCare discussed
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) met Thurs.,
Mar. 3, and approved S.F. 1339. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFLNorth Branch), establishes a licensure
~stem for dietitians and nutritionists. Sen.
Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) presented the bill
on Johnson's behalf and explained that the
bill is intended to regulate non-licensed
p~actitioners in the public interest. Pamela
Van Zyl Ork of the Minnesota Dietetic
Association spoke in favor of the bill,
testifying that the nutrition and dietetics
field needs specific standards to ensure
informed health care diagnoses.
Ann Schroeder from the Dept. of Health
did not support the bill, arguing that the
bill did not address the possibility of public
harm and that licensing will not ensure safe
practices. The bill was approved and rereferred to the Governmental Operations
and Reform Committee.
Public testimony _also continued on the
Health Dept. and Health Care
Commission's recommendations on
MinnesotaCare. Audrey Richardson from
the Association of Minnesota Counties and
many others emphasized the need to
address issues at the county level including
the financial impact, accessibility, and the
county's role as a provider. Dr. Nancl
Baker of the Minnesota Academy of Family
Physicians noted the importance of
universal access, cost containment, and
continuous, comprehensive care throughout the plan.

Jobs, Energy, and
Community Development
Dry cask proponents heard
The Jobs, Energy, and Community
Development Committee spent the
entirety of the Tues., Mar. 1, meeting
taking testimony from supporters of a bill
providing legislative authorization of the
Public Utilities Commission decision to
establish and operate a temporary dry cask
storage facility for spent nuclear fuel from
the Prairie Island nuclear plant.
Under S.F. 1706, sponsored by:"committee chair Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), Northern States Power is
authorized to store up to 17 casks at the
facility. The PUC may extend the
authorization beyond 17 casks only after
the Environmental Quality Board completes an environmental impact statement1
and a certificate of need proceeding is held
before the PUc. The measure specifies
that dry cask storage of waste generated
from the Prairie Island Plant after 2014,
the end of the plant's licensing period, is
subject to legislative approval. It prohibits
the construction of new nuclear powered
electric generating plants, and provides for
the closing of a nuclear power plant if its
annual load capacity factor is less than 55
percent in three consecutive years.
The bill also provides that a utility that
operates a nuclear power plant in the state
must contribute two percent of its gross
operating revenues for conservation
purposes. In addition, it requires NSP to
operate a minimum of 150,000 kilowatts of
wind energy conversion systems by 2000.
The measure establishes a low income
discount of 50 percent that is available to
recipients of federal low income home
energy assistance. The language of the bill
effectively limits this discount to NSP
customers by requiring the discount be
offered by companies that have 200,000 or
more residential electric customers.
Finally, the bill requires NSP to pay $2.2
million to the state each year that it utilizes
dry cask storage. The state, in turn,
disburses the funds to the Mdewakanton
Sioux Tribal Council to be used for
providing public services and infrastructure
improvements at the Prairie Island
Mdewakanton Sioux community.
Novak said that the bill reflects the
conclusion, reached by the Public Utilities
Commission, the Dept. of Public Service,
and the Environmental Quality Board that
dry cask storage is safe.
NSP spokeswoman Laura McCarten
briefly outlined the utility's response to the
bill, noting its opposition to the provisions
for a low-income discount because it
applies only to NSP and not to other
utilities. In addition! McCarten said NSP
opposes the $2.2 mil ion annual fee to
compensate the Mdewakanton community,
saying the utility opposes fees that are not
related to providing services.
Officials from the city of Red Wing
expressed the city's strong support for the
dry cask storage and said that the city and
Goodhue County would suffer extremely if
the storage facility is not authorized and
the plant is forced to close. Red Wing
Mayor Romeo Cyr testified that plant

closure would result in the loss of 700 to
1,000 highly paid jobs currently held by
Red Wing residents, a drastic increase in
property taxes due to the projected loss of
two thirds of the area's tax base, and higher
rates for utility customers.
Representatives from the Dept. of Public
Service, the AFL/CIO, the Minnesota
Chamber of Commerce, the Minnesota
Utility Investors, and Koch Refining also
went on record in support of the bill. S.F.
1706 was laid over. in preparation for a
Weds. hearing to take testimony in

Prairie Island opponents speak
Members of the Jobs, Energy and
Community Development Committee
heard arguments from opponents of a
proposed dry cask storage facility at NSP's
Prairie Island plant at the Weds., Mar. 2,
meeting.
Those testifying against S.F. 1706
included members of the Prairie Island
Tribal Council, a n~presentative from the
Minnesota Clean Water Action Alliance, a
physician who specializes in pediatric
radiology, and several concerned citizens.
The testifiers made several arguments,
summarizing the concerns that have been
voiced at numerous past meetings of the
committee. Those concerns are the
potential risks to health and safety, the
potential for contamination of the Mississippi River if the integrity of a cask is
breached, the possibility that the storage
facility will be changed from a temporary
to a permanent one, and the concern that
by constructing a storage facility in
Minnesota the state is opening the door to
the possibility that a Minnesota site will be
chosen by the federal government for a
permanent storage facility for the nation's
spent fuel.
In response to proponents who have
argued that utility bills will be higher if a
storage solution is not reached and the
plant is forced to close, Darilynn Leahto of
the Prairie Island Council said, "What is
more fair, to spread the cost among
thousands, or among the 140 Indians living
on Prairie Island?" Leahto said that tribe
members strongly opposed the bill in a
recently poll. She also said that while the
tribe recognizes that the $2.2 million
annual remuneration called for in the bill
is a lot of money, the tribe doesn't want it.
"The health of our people is not for sale at
any price," Leahto said. The bill's sponsor,
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
said that while no one asked him to
include the remuneration in the bill, he did
so because "it was the right thing to do,"
and that he has met extensively with
representatives of the tribe.
S.F. 1706 is scheduled for a Thurs. vote.

Judiciary
Two bills advance
Members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee met Mon., Feb. 28, to discuss
three bills. The committee, chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
9pened with S.F. 1660, a bill to enact the
Uniform Conflict of Laws Limitations Act.
Authored and presented by Sen. Tohn
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), S.F. 1660
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determines, in cases where there is more
than one state involved, which state's law
will apply. According to Judge Jack Davies,
who testified in support of S.F. 1660, the
bill answers the question, "Which law do
you use?" The committee recommended
that the bill be placed on the Consent
Calendar.
Next, Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
presented two bills. The firsthS.F. 1473,
eliminates the requirement t at commitment notices and documents, including the
prepetition screening r<:port, be given to
any interested person. Colleen Brady, a
representative of the Hennepin County
Attorney's office testified in favor of the
bill. Brady claimed that often, the release
of such information is not in the
respondent's best interest. S.P. 1473 was
approved by the committee and moved to
the Consent Calendar.
Lastly, the committee reviewed S.F.
1728. The bill contains several miscellaneous amendments to the Commitment
Act. Specifically, S.P. 1728 rearranges and
modifies procedures governing petitions for
an order of tranfer, discharge, provisional
discharge, or revocation of a provisional
discharge. Betzold's bill prohibits filinE of a
petition with the special review board or
the Supreme Court Appeals Panel if denial
of a similar petition has occured within six
months. The bill also gives petioners the
right to an independent examiner and a
court-appointed attorney. Several witnesses
testified in support of S.F.1728, but the
Senators were unable to finish work on the
measure, and carried the bill over to the
next meeting.

Data access reviewed
The Judiciary Subcommittee on Data
Practices met Mon., Feb. 28, to review
several bills relating to the classification of
data.
Chaired by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFLMpls.), the committee opened with S.F.
1823. The bill contains technical amendments in the Data Practices Act. It makes
corrections in some of the current crossreferences, besides adding cross-references
to provisions not includea in the original
law. According to Ranum, the bill's
author,"it is a simple housekeeping bill."
The committee referred S.F. 1823 back to
the full Judiciary Committee, recommending that it be placed on the Consent
Calendar.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), then
presented his bill, S.F. 1318, which relates
to health care. The bill clarifies the scope
of confidentiality by requiring that all data
gathered by a review organization be held
in confidence. Review organizations are
co~rised of professionals, administrative
staff, and consumer directors of a health
care facility. The measure also clearly
defines "preferred provider organization"
and allows such an organization to act as a
review board. Betzold said that presently
the groups are prohibited from employee
review, which is contrary to the public'S
best interest. The motion to approve the
bill and return it to the Judiciary Committee was carried.
8

Also heard by the committee was S.F.
1791, a bill1:Jy Sen. David Knutson ORBurnsville). The bill pertains to classification of data of the Department of Commerce. Under S.F. 1791, specific inactive
complaint data is classified as private. Sen.
Patrick McGowan OR-Maple Grove),
raised concerns about a respondent's right
to know who made the claim agianst him
or her.
S.F. 1791 also authorizes the commissioner of commerce to release information
that would otherwise be nonpublic if the
commissioner believes that access will aid
the law enforcement process, promote
public health or safety, or dispel widespread
rumor or unrest. Additionally, S.F. 1791
classifies social security numbers as private
data. The bill was referred back to the
Judiciary Committee.
Lastly the committee heard from Betzold
regarding S.P. 1694, a bill that amends the
Civil Commitment Act. Presently, medical
data is unavailable to a treating physician
when prescribing and administering
intrusive mental health treatment to
persons committed as mentally ill and
aangerous under the Civil Commitment
Act. The bill authorizes release of such
information, along with access to a
patient's past medication records at any
treatment facility. The bill was referred to
the Judiciary Committee without recommendation.

Two bills delayed
The Senate Judiciary Committee,
chaired by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope), met Wed., Mar .2 to
listen to bills concerning mental health
issues.
The first bill, S.F. 1728, was authored by
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley). The bill
relates to a deadline for special review
board recommendations regarding mentally
ill and dangerous patients. In consideration
of time constraints, Betzold moved to lay
S.P. 1728 over. The motion was adopted.
The committee proceeded to S.F. 1694,
also sponsored by Betzold. The bill deals
with intrusive mental health treatment.
Under current law, when a patient is
admitted to a facilityhbut declines treatment, he or she has t e right to a court
appearance. The procedure is not only
costly, but also delays treatment to the
~atient. According to Betzold, the bill
'tries to change some of the procedures to
determine when we need a hearing or not."
Testimony was taken from four witnesses
who support S.F. 1694. Dr. Michael
Popkin, chief of psychiatry at Hennepin
County Treatment Center said, "the bill
puts reason into practice, yet protects those
who need protection." Popkin explained
that the period during which the patient is
held, but not treated, contributes to further
decomposition of the patient's mental
health.
Judge Marilyn Justman of Hennepin
County District Court, Mental Health
Division, also supported S.F. 1694. Justman
testified that there is undue delay in
treatment and undue delay in commitment. Ultimately, the interim time is

detrimental to the patient. Justman said,
"What is in existence is not effective and
does not protect the person with mental
illness."
Also speaking in favor of the S.P. 1694,
were David Fortney, vice president and
general counsel, Health Partners, and Dr.
William Erickson, medical director,
Department of Human Services and
Regional Treatment Center, St. Peter.
No action was taken on the bill.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
St. Paul residency requirement
The Metropolitan and Local Government committee, chaired by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), approved a
bill allowing St. Paul to make residency a
condition of emplCl)'ment, at the Mon.,
Feb. 28 meeting. The committee also
approved three other bills during the
meeting and sent them to the floor.
S.F. 309 gives the city of St. Paul the
option of adopting a local ordinance that
requires its employees to be city residents.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), the bill's
author, said that requiring city employees
to be residents gives them a greater vested
interest in the community.
Current law prohibits cities from using
residency as a condition of employment,
but in 1993, the Legislature gave an
exemption from the law t() Minnear,olis;
The city has adopted an ordinance'that" ,
became effective in December.
Calling it a way to make "a very real
measure of difference" in the city, St. Paul
Mayor Norm Coleman and others expressed support for the bill. "I've knocked
on a lot of doors this last year," he said,
"and the citizens of St. Paul have a deep
concern about residency."
Steve Hunter of AFSCME told the
committee that while residency requirements are "politically popular,' he could
not find an instance where it was successful. He said that the measure may impose
unintended barriers by limiting the number
and quality of job applicants.
The committee approved the bill on a
voice vote and re-referred it to the Jobs,
Energy and Community Development
Committee.
In other action, S.P. 1651 was approved
and recommended for the Consent
Calendar. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), the author, said the bill requires
publicly-owned or leased vehicles to be
marked with the organization's name on
the sides. The bill is intended to make the
owners and operators of public vehicles
accountable for the use of those vehicles,
he said.
S.F. 1712, authored by Sen. Dean
Johnson OR-Willmar) amends the annual
audit requirement for towns that have an
annual revenue of more than $100,000 and
that have combined the city clerk and
treasurer positions. Towns that have
combined the two positions and whose
annual budget is less than $100,000 would
not be subject to the audit requirement.
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members. Sen. Jim Vickerm an (DFLTracy) said he introduc ed the bill at the
city's request, after concern s that a threemember commission may mistakenly
violate Open Meeting Law provisions were
raised by local officials.
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businesses that have quality equipment and
union drivers. Senators inquired how
many of the current charter bus operators
are union, but none of the testifiers were
able to provide that figure.
The committee, chaired by' Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), held
S.F. 1569 over until a future meeting.

Personal Transportation repeal
The Transportation and Public Transit
Committee met Weds., Mar. 2, to consider
a bill that cancels the scheduled repeal of
the personal transportation service
authority. S.F. 1816, sponsored by Sen.
Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township), also
imposes higher insurance requirements for
providers of personal transportation
services, increases the permit fees for the
providers from $150 to $500, and increases
the minimum level of insurance they are
required to carry. Krentz said the bill
addresses many of the concerns that led to
the Legislature's move to repeal the

personal tran_sportation service authority
last session. Krentz said the service is
needed to provide personal transportation
for people who want to avoid the ostentatiousness of a limousine. Among the
services provided by such businesses are
driving children to lessons and other
activities, transporting donor organs to
rural hospitals when the weather prohibits
air travel, and transporting executives.
Representatives from the industry spoke
in favor of the bill, saying that allowing the
repeal to take effect would be devastating
to an industry that employs 3,000 people in
the state. Clara Schmit-Gonzalez, Licensing and Consumer Affairs Dept., city of
Minneapolis, testified that the city believes
the bill has potential, but outlined several
concerns. Among them, Schmit-Gonzalez
said, is the concern that the wording of the
legislation allows numerous new entries
into the business by people who want to
intentionally blur the distinction between
taxi services and personal transportation

services. Such a situation, she said, could
create enforcement problems for the city by
making it unclear when a service is
operating as an illegal taxi service.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
delayed action on the bill to allow time for
recasting the bill to address the concerns
raised by Schmit-Gonzalez.
In other business, the Senators approved
S.F. 1752, designating a portion of trunk
highway 14 near Mankato the Laura Ingalls
Wilder Historic Highway. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFLTracy), now goes to the Senate floor.
Another highway designation bill, S.F.
1679, sponsored by Sen. Terry Johnston
OR-Prior Lake), was not approved.
Senators discussed the billhwhich designates trunk highway 212 t e Minnesota
Veterans Memorial Highway, some noting
that there are currently four designated
stretches of highway honoring the state's
veterans. The bill failed on a tie vote.

The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, March 7
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of hearing on S.F. 1788
(Johnson, J.B.) Waste Management Act
amendments.

.:. The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.
.:. Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Discussion of governor's proposals for
flood disaster relief and farm aid. S.F. 1857Sams: Extending the agricultural homestead
provisions of a relative to the father or mother.

Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee
Chair: Sen. Sam Solon
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Appointment confirmation:
Commissioner James Ulland, Dept. of
Commerce. S.F. 1749-Larson: Insurance
solvency, guaranty association modifications.
S.P. 1750-Larson: Commerce Dept.
enforcement authority and data disclosure.
S.F. 1847-S010n: Mortgage payment services
regulation. S.F. 1898-Wiener: Health
insurance coverage for diabetic equipment and
supplies.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1691-Betzold: Technical
corrections to statutory provisions to real
property. S.F. 1694-Betzold: Intrusive mental
health treatment. S.F. 1820-Kiscaden:
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Allowing compensation for examiner of titles.
S.F. 1842-Piper: Vulnerable Adults Act. S.F.
1874-Spear: Supreme Court study on
commitment laws and procedures.

Legislative Audit Commission
Chair: Sen. Phil Riveness
12 noon Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: Program Evaluation Division
presentation of its report on motor vehicle
aeputy registrars.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1845-Ranum: Juvenile justice
bill.

Jobs, Energy and Community
bevelopment Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Carl W. Kroening
2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: DTED supplemental budget,
specifically 1) Independent Jobs Skills
Partnership Board 2) Minnesota Trade Office
and 3) Minnesota Film Board.

Tuesday, March 8

retirement effective date. S.F.2039-Janezich;
H.F. 1843: Major funds; partial pre-1973
retiree bonus payment. H.F. 1913-Farrell: St.
Paul Police; retroactive refund eligibility.

Transportation and Public Transit
Committee

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewsld
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1816-Krentz: Amending and
eliminating the repeal of regulations related to
personal transportation service providers. S.F.
1812-Chandler: Authorizing flashing blue
lights on certain vehicles. S.F. 1762-Sams:
Designating third Monday of January as
Minnesota School Bus Driver Day.

Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2018-Stumpf: Consolidation of
school districts. S.F. 1876-Murphy:
Cooperation and combination revenue. S.F.
XXX-School bus safety.

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Charlie Berg
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol<agenda>
Agenda: Review of S.F. 103-Berg: The
omnibus gambling bill passed in 1993.

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1843-Betzold: Removes
expiration date for Ombudsman Commirtee
for Mental Health and Mental Retardation.
S.F. 1867-Berglin: Study of Single Payor-Legislative Auditor to study administrative
costs of providing health care services.

Legislative Commission on Pensions
and Retirement Subcommittee to
Review Proposed Special Legislation

.:. Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee

.:. Gaming Regulation Committee

Chair: Rep. Leo Reding
8 a.m. Room 300S SOB
Agenda: S.F. 1818-Stumpf: H.F. 1927: Major
funds; special Medicare referendum. S.F.
2028-Stumpf: TRAj Elwin Leverington

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1777-Benson, D.: Workers
compensation - alternatively providing a new
general system of law and insurance provisions

tor the compensation of employment-related
injuries.

.:. Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 24-Marty: Code of Ethics.

Family Services Committee
Chair: Pat Piper
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 1828-Knutson: Federal child
SUJ2port legislation.
S.F. 2014-Cohen: Modifications for 1993 child
support legislation.
S.F. 1662-Piper: UIFSA.

Veterans and General Legislation
Committee
Chair: Sen. Jim Vickerman
1 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmation hearing for the
Minnesota Veterans Homes board of directors
and the Minnesota State Arts board.

.:. Environment and Natural
Resources Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1755-Stumpf: Relating to game
and fish; agreements on taking and possession
of fish taken from Ontario boundary waters.
S.P. 1958-Janezich: A bill relating to private
lands and waters; providing for recreational
use, liability and easements of other rights.

Transportation and Public Transit
Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth

2 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Dept. of Transportation capital
budget presentation. S.F. 875-Morse: High
speed rail. S.F. 26-Langseth: Bridge bonding.

Legislative Commission to Review
Administrative Rules
Chair: Sen. John Hottinger
3 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: Election of vice chair. LCRAR
report on chapter 370 rulemaking study:
Discussion and vote on final report.

Finance Committee
Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1758-Samuelson: Welfare reform
bill.

Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee
on Property Tax
Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Discussion of Local Government
Trust Fund deficit.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
6:30 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1692-Betzold: Public contractors'
performance and payment bond act. S.F.
1732-Finn: Conciliation court jurisdiction
expansion. S.P. 1766-Reichgott Junge:
Unauthorized practice of law. S.F. 1767-Finn:
Organization and 0feration of business
corporations. S.F. 786-Reichgott Junge:
Limited liability partnerships. S.F. 1989Murphy: Workers compensation; exclusion for
limited liability companies. S.F. 1911-Finn:
Secretary of State corporate filing bill. S.F.

1971-Reichgott Junge: Limited liability
companies; workers compensation and
unemployment law. S.P. 1998-Cohen:
Change of name applications. S.F. 2096Cohen: Increasing the value of the homestead
exemption.

Legislative Commission on Children,
Youth and Their Families
Chair: Sen. Jane Ranum

.

6:30 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Legislation regarding undocumented
persons. The Office of Ombudspersons. Draft
amendment to Data Practices Act. LCCYF
annual report. Report of LCCYF and
Children's Cabinet joint study and
recommendations.

Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty
7 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: If necessary to complete action on
S.F. 24-Marty: Code of ethics.

Wednesday, March 9
Gaming Regulation Committee
Chair: Sen. Charlie Berg
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Discussion of items to be included in
a gaming committee bill.

Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2076-Cohen: Establishing a
collection entity for collection of debts owed
to the state. S.F. 2095-Cohen: Public
employee vacation donation program. S.F.
1369-Sams: Establishing a system of licensure
for acupuncture practitioners. S.F. 1818Stumpf: Requiring Medicare coverage for
referendum for certain public employees.

Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of S.F. 1777-Benson,
D.: Workers Compensation - alternatively
providing a new general system of law and
insurance provisions for the compensation of
employment-related injuries.

The Senate will meet at 11:45 a.m.
Subcommittee on Bill Referral
Chair: Sen. William Luther
Immediately Following Session Room 237
Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1773-Price: Rule 35 by Merriam.
S.F. 1805-Merriam: Rule 35 by Merriam. S.F.
1866-Metzen: Rule 35 by Chmielewski. S.F.
1962-Mondale: Rule 35 by Vickerman.

.:. Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1948-Berg: Providing for family
farm limited liability companies and
authorized farm limited liability companies;
removing limitation on number of
shareholders or partners for authorized farm
corporations and partnerships. S.P. 1949-Berg:
Removing limitations on ownership and use of
agricultural lands by limited liability
companies.

Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee
Chair: Sen. Sam Solon
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1702-Reichgott Junge:
Pawnbrokers interest rate regulation. S.F.
1729-Metzen: Reciprocal interstate banking
geographical limit removal. S.F. 1751-Larson:
Omnibus insurance bill. S.F. 1794-Reichgott
Junge: Health insurers EMS HIV antibody test
results use prohibition. S.F. 1912-Yickerman:
Health insurance short term coverage.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge

Transportation and Public Transit
Committee
Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewski
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 191O-Wiener: Emission control
inspections; requiring contractors operating
public inspection stations to make available
the opportunity to renew motor vehicle
registrations and obtain plates or tabs at
inspection stations. S.F. 1673-0Ison:
Allowing use of existing paved road surface to
be used for additional lane of travel on 1-394.
S.F. 18ll-Knutson: Providing incentives for
the use of the 1-394 parking ramp by highoccupancy vehicles that use highways other
than 1-394.

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Bills carried over from Monday and
Tuesday meetings.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1845-Ranum: Juvenile justice
bill.

Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Carl Kroening
2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Historical Society capital budget
overview and review of individual projects.

Taxes and Tax Laws Committee
.:. Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-Berglin: MinnesotaCare
Bill. Public Testimony.

4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2030-Bertram: Exempting a tax
increment financing district from certain
restrictions. S.F. 2073-Pappas: Dept. of
Revenue technical bill.

Higher Education Division

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

Cluiir: Sen. leRoy Stumpf
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: University of Minnesota capital
budget. Future Funding Task Force report.

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
7 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of S.F. XXX-Berglin:
MinnesotaCare bill and public testimony.
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Crime Prevention Committee

Thursday, March 10

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

.:. The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1961-Merriam: DWI penalties.

Rules and Administration Committee

Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe

7:30 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Report of the Subcommittee on Bill
Referral, personnel issues.

Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Governor's supplemental budget
recommendations. Capital budget
recommendations and requests: 1. Nett Lake;
Maximum Effort School loan. 2. Faribault
Academies. 3. Minnesota Center for the Arts.

Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2043-Sams: Requires dentists to
participate in state health care rrograms,
expands MA coverage of denta services,
increases MA rates for dental. S.F. 2005Sams: Board of Dentistry. S.F. 1763-Berglin:
Nursing home efficiency incentives.

Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 943-Marty: Ethical Practices
Board Recommendations. S.F. 2015-Flynn:
Metropolitan Reorganization Act of 1994,
Article 1.

Family Services Committee

Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

Chair: Sen. Betty Adhins

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1926-Merriam: Allowing merger
of Anoka County and City of Anoka libraries.
S.F. 1899-Wiener: Eagan; Special Service
District. S.F. 1963-Mondale: Hopkins; Special
Service District. S.F. 1826-Mondale:
Extending reporting and effective date for
radio systems planning by Metropolitan
Council.

Higher Education Division
Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Capital budget for state universities,
community colleges, technical colleges.
Higher Education Board reports.

Veterans and General Legislation
Committee
Chair: Sen. Jim Vicherman
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
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Chairs: Sen. Jane Ranum and Sen. Ship Finn
6 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
7 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of agenda from 10 a.m.
meeting.

Friday, March 11
. Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Transportation and Public Transit
Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth

Income and Sales Tax Subcommittee
of Taxes

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge

4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Bills listed are for discussion only:
S.F. 1219-Krentz: Expanding dependent care
credit. S.P. 1688-Krentz: Changing dependent
care credit. S.F. 1916-Pariseau: Changing
dependent care credit.

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Dept. of Transportation
supplementary budget request.

.:. Environment and Natural
Resources Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1706-Novak: Prairie Island
legislation.

State Government Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Richard Cohen
4 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: The Amateur Sports Commission
capital budget and the Dept. of Military Affairs
capital budget.

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of child support bills.

Judiciary and Crime Prevention
Subcommittee on Data Practices

Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
6 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Capital budget recommendations and
reguests. S.F. 1705-Finn: Cass Lake Maximum
Effort School loan. S.F. 1697-Johnson, D.:
Atwater, Cosmos, Grove City Cooperative
secondary facilities grant. Big Lake Maximum
T:C(_

• 0
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Joint Finance Subcommittee on
Claims

Chairs: Sen. Randy Kelly and Rep. Andy
Steensma
12 noon Room 400S SOB

Agenda: Claim against the Dept. of
Transportation and the Dept. of Correction:
Veterans bonus claims.
.:. Live television coverage will be provided.
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Reorg anizat ion bill advan
A proposal to reorganize Metropo litan Area
government units cleared its first hurdle Wed.,
Mar. 9, when it was approved by the
Metropolitan and Local Governm ent
Committee.
S.F. 2015 requires that the Metropo litan
Council consist of 16 elected members, that
the operational functions of the Regional
Transit Board (RTB), the Metropo litan
Transit Commission (MTC), and the
Metropolitan Waste Control Commission
(MWCC ) be placed under the Metro Council,
and the boards of the three groups be
dissolved. The bill now advances to the Ethics
and Campaig n Reform Commit tee.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park) heard
testimony from representatives of Metro Area
organizations before reaching its decision.
Dave Childs, president of the Association of
Metropolitan Municipalities, told the members
that his group has been concern ed that the
Metro Council has not been addressing major
regional issues. To do that, he said, his
association recommends that the Metro
Council focus on long-range policies, that it
continue to be an appointed body, and that
the council be made responsible for approval
of the budgets for MTC and MWCC .
Ramsey County Commissioner Ruby Hunt
echoed many of Childs' views. Speaking on
behalf of county commissioners from the
seven-county Metro Area, she said that while
there has been a concern that the Metro
Council ignores regional issues, adding
additional employees under the council would
increase that concern. Hunt also said that the
commissioners do not support election of the
Metro Council members.
Representatives of the Minneso ta
'
Association of Townships also expressed
opposition to electing the council members.
Lyle Wray, executive director of the
Citizen's League, said that his group has
examined the issues of regional government
and supports the approac h the bill takes. "You
are not adding a layer of government," he said.
"You are making it more accountable." He
said the league supports electing Metro
Council members because "it legitimizes a
level of governm ent that has exercised
taxation without representation."
Additio nal testimony was also heard on
components of the bill regarding the role of
the administrators in the new organization,
and the inability for the current structure to be
held accountable.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
author's amendm ent to delete a provision that
prevents a municipality from taking actions
that conflict with a comprehensive
Metropo litan Area plan. That provision had
been added by amendm ent at the committee's
previous meeting.
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another amendm ent, offered by Moe, altered
the language of S.F. 24. Under the Moe
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to state elected officials, state administration
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public
Metro Council to receive
and legislative employees, prohibits
officials
S.F.
financing. All of the amendments failed.
lobbyists from giving gifts but allows lobbyists
2015 was then approved on a voice vote.
to furnish food and beverages. The
amendm ent requires disclosure if the value of
Minne sotaCa re bill advan ced
food and beverages exceeds $5. For city and
The Health Care Commit tee, chaired by
county officials, there is an outright
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) continue d
prohibition on gifts by persons that have a
debate on amendments to S.F. 2192, the
direct financial interest in a decision that a
MinnesotaCare bill. Discussion at the Thurs.,
local official is authorized to make. However,
Mar. 10 meeting focused on an amendm ent,
there is no prohibit ion on food and beverages
sponsored by chief author Bergling and
at the local level. According to Moe, the
adopted at a previous hearing. Berglin moved
reason for the two tiered approach is that
to reconsider the provision and bring it back
"lobbying" does not really apply at the local
before the panel for disucssion. The motion to
level because there is no mechanism for
reconsider was adopted and the amendm ent
registration.
was again before the committee. Originally
Marty then offered a series of amendments
the amendm ent specified that an allied health
to strength en the bill. One amendm ent,
provider may require customers to pay the
which the panel adopted, specifies that not
difference between the provider's rate and the
only lobbyists, but "principals," or those who
amount reimbursed by the commun ity
hire the lobbyists, are covered under the
integrated service network (CISN), to the
provisions of the bill. Another amendment,
extent that the total rate received by the allied
prohibiting for food and drink from lobbyists
health provider for providing the service is no
or principals exceeding $3 in value, failed on a
greater than the rate established for the same
voice vote. A third Marty amendm ent,
service. The amendm ent also required an
requiring specific dollar disclosure of lobbying
expanded network of providers to be offered to
expenditures failed on a divided voice vote.
enrollees. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden ORMembers of the committee approved the bill
Rochester) and other opponen ts stated that
and advanced it to the floor of the Senate.
the amendm ent would allow any willing
provider to be part of the network, thus
Fish bill approved
making eliminating the incentiv e for cost
The Environ ment and Natural Resources
containm ent, therefore jeopardizing universal
Committee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
coverage. In response to the concerns, Berglin
(DFL-Intn'l. Falls), met Weds., Mar. 9, to take
moved to alter the previous amendm ent by
removing the provision requiring custormers to action on a bill presented by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls). S.F. 1755
pay the difference between the provider's rate
limits the number of fish that may be brought
and the network's contribution. The
into Minnesota from Ontario, Canada.
amendm ent to the previous amendm ent was
According to Stumpf, the bill counteracts
adopted.
current regulations adopted by the province of
Kiscaden proposed an amendm ent, which
Ontario on the number of fish that may be
was also approved, requiring premiums to be
paid no later that 30 days after the due date, or taken from border lakes.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
a disenrollment from the plan will result. The
offered an amendm ent that, according to
bill was approved and was re-referred to the
Merriam, gives the bill more flexibility. As
Commerce and Consum er Protecti on
stated by Merriam, the amendm ent will set
Commit tee.
restrictions equal to Canadia n limits on
boarder lakes and provide that if a resolution
Ethics bill approv ed
with the Canadia n government occurs,
At a meeting, Tues., Mar. 8, the Senate
another bill will not be necessary to release the
tee
Ethics and Campaig n Reform Commit
restrictions set forth in S.F. 1755. The
discussed H.F. 1863, the ethics bill approved
amendm ent was adopted. The bill was
by the other body last week.
approved and sent to the Senate floor.
The committee, chaired by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), began with the language
containe d in H.F. 1863, carried in the Senate
Accessibility needs addressed
by Majority Leader Roger D. Moe (DFLThe Senate is committ ed to making the
the
ng
containi
ent,
Erskine). An amendm
e process available to persons with
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discussing for several hearings, was offered.
needs.
special
with
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Agriculture and Rural
Development
Flood disaster relief discussed
The Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee devoted the entire Mon., Mar. 7,
hearing to discussion of the governor's
proposals for flood disaster relief and farm aid.
The relief is needed because of the floods
during the summer of 1993 and the resulting
poor harvest in Minnesota. At the opening of
the hearing, Committee Chair Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-Paynesville) said that the committee
"needs to work out a solution for relief from
the devastating floods." "We can't accept a
band-aid and we can't count on the federal
government," Bertram said.
Wally Sparby of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service briefed the
committee on the steps taken thus far by the
federal government. Sparby said that total
damage from the flooding is expected to top
$1.1 billion for agricultural loss in Minnesota.
According to Sparby, relief efforts in Minnesota are on track, despite a shortage of staff in
the agency. Sparby said that $720 million,
from all funds, has been delivered thus far.
Agriculture Commissioner Elton Redalen
said that Minnesota has been a model of
action for the rest of nation by showing that
all agencies working together can speed the
relief efforts. Redalen said that the centerpiece of the governor's proposal is a plan to
defer the first half of 1994 property taxes, up to
$2,500, for up to two years. Counties would
be reimbursed through the sale of $50 million
in revenue bonds, under the proposal.
Redalen said that the counties participation is
voluntary. Bertram took issue with the plan
and said that he would rather the plan
included tax forgiveness instead of deferring
the taxes.
Another part of the package includes funds
for wheat research to alleviate the damage
done by the vomitoxin, or fungus, that struck
small grains last year in the wake of the floods.
A third component provides $3 million for a
retraining program. A fourth element allows
access to the rural finance revolving fund.
Several members of the committee expressed concern about not having a more
detailed proposal to study and about the short
time remaining before spring planting. Bills
relating to flood relief must be heard by several
committees and Senators said they were
concerned about coming deadlines.

Limited liability bills heard
The Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee met Weds., Mar. 9, to hear
testimony on S.F. 1948 and S.F. 1949. The
bills, authored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFLChokio), concern limited liability arrangements in farming.
S.F. 1948 authorizes the formation of family
farm limited liability companies and authorized farm limited liability companies sub/'ect
to the current restrictions placed on fami y
farm corporations and partnerships as well ~s
authorized farm corporations and partnerships.
The bill also removes the limit of five
shareholders or partners for authorized
corporations and authorized farm partnerships.
S.F. 1949 amends the restrictions of the
corporate farming act to remove limited
liability companies from the scope of the law.
Under the measure, any limited liability
company can own or hold interest in agriculturalland.
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Berg testified to the committee, chaired by
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), that
in order for Minnesota's farmers to compete
with other states and nations, tools are needed
to allow farmers to join together beyond the
current limits in a limited liability company.
Chris Radatz, a representative of the
Minnesota Farm Bureau (MFB), told the
committee that the passage of the two bills is a
win-win situation for agriculture. Ron Buhl, a
hog farmer and member of the Minnesota Pork
Producers stressed that current law does not
allow the type of business structure needed by
hog producers and that S.F. 1948 and S.F.
1949 encourage farmers to work together.
Other groups that voiced support for the
proposed legislation were the Minnesota
AgriGrowth Council, the Minnesota
Wheatgrowers Association and the Minnesota
Cattleman's Association.
Testifying against the bills, was Monica
Kahout, a crop and livestock farmer. Kahout
maintained that the bill posses a threat to the
environment in Minnesota because storage
tanks used by large groups of farmers can
develop cracks and leak manure into the
ground. Kahout also stated that the bill
threatens small and medium sized farms in
addition to a way of life in rural Minnesota.
Also testifying in opposition was the Minnesota Farmers Union. No action was taken on
either bill.

Commerce and Consumer
Protection
Diabetic equipment coverage
First on the agenda at the Commerce and
Consumer Protection Committee's Mon., Mar.
7, meeting was confirming the gubernatorial
appointee for Commissioner of Commerce.
The Senators voted to confirm James Ulland,
Minneapolis, to the post.
In other business, the committee, chaired by
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), approved S.F.
1898, sponsored by Sen. Deanna Wiener
(DFL-Eagan), requiring insurers to cover the
cost of all physician-prescribed and medically
approved testing equipment and materials for
diabetics. According to Wiener, many people
with diabetes are unable to afford equipment
such as glucose monitors. Representatives
from the American Diabetes Association cited
the cost-effectiveness of the measure, saying
that the cost of preventing diabetes-related
conditions with proper testing is much less
than the cost of treating them. A representative from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Minnesota testified that the company does not
oppose the bill. The bill now goes to the full
Senate.
The committee also approved and sent to
the floor two other bills. The first, S.F. 1749,
sponsored by Sen. Cal Larson Fergus Falls),
makes numerous housekeeping and technical
changes to the 1991 insurance solvency
statutes. Among the revisions made by the bill
are changing the timing and content of audits
that must be filed by insurers; requiring that
insurers file annual financial statements on
computer diskette; and setting financial
reinsurance criteria.
The second, S.F. 1750, also sponsored by
Larson, clarifies the description of the
commissioner of commerce's authority and
responsibilities.
The committee then turned to S.F. 1847,
sponsored by Solon. The bill sets regulations
for mortgage payment services, companies that

serve as intermediaries between mortgagors
and mortgagees. For a fee, the companies
collect biweekly mortgage payments from
mortgagors and pay mortgage payments to
mortgage companies, a system that provides a
discipline for meeting mortgage payments and
accelerates payoff of the mortgage. The bill
adds to statute a definition of mortgage
payment servicers and creates a subclass of
activity that does not require a license of
compliance with the procedures and rules
relating to the debt prorate business. The bill
also establishes a bonding requirement of
$5,000 for mortgage payment servicers. Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), arguing
that the bill does not offer consumers enough
protection from unscrupulous servicers, offered
a delete everything amendment that includes
mortgage servicers in regulations governing
debt prorate activities. After discussing the
bill and the amendment at length, the
committee laid S.F. 1847 over for discussion at
a future meeting.

HIV test results limitation
A bill that prohibits insurance companies
from obtaining and using HIV test results of
patients or emergency medical services
personnel cleared the Commerce and
Consumer Protection Committee at the Wed.,
Mar. 7, meeting. S.F. 1794, sponsored by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
expands the law that currently protects HIV
test results of criminal offenders and victims of
crimes when a victim has been exposed to an
offender's body fluids. The committee
approved the bill and forwarded it to the
Senate floor.
The committee next heard S.F. 1702, also
sponsored by Reichgott Junge. The bill
establishes maximum interest rates that
pawnbrokers may charge. Reichgott said that
an examination of current law reveals that
although it is a misdemeanor for a pawnbroker
to charge more interest than allowed by law,
the law does not specify a maximum interest
rate.
Under the measure, pawnbrokers may
charge interest no greater than 33 percent per
year on unpaid principal amounts under $750
and 19 percent per year on unpaid principal
amounts exceeding $750. After discussion,
the Senators approved a resolution to send a
letter to the attorney general requesting an
opinion regarding whether current law sets an
interest rate for pawnbrokers. The committee
then laid the bill over and directed the Dept.
of Commerce to study the issue.
The committee also considered and
approved three other bills. S.F. 1751, the
omnibus insurance bill, makes several
technical and substantive changes to insurance
law. The bill, sl?onsored by Sen. Cal Larson
(IR-Fergus Falls), revokes the current power of
the commissioner of commerce to suspend or
revoke, without a hearing, an insurance
company's authority to do business in
Minnesota. A representative from the
Commerce Dept. said this authority is not
needed, as the commissioner can still suspend
or revoke a company's authority with a
hearing. Among the other changes made in
the bill are a provision permitting property and
casualty insurers to sell credit involuntary
unemployment insurance. The bill also refines
the definition of professional services in regard
to the risk pool for medical malpractice
insurance. The change effectively excludes
services that rely solely on spiritual healing or
divine intervention from coverage.

The committ ee adopted three amendm ents
to S.F. 1751. The first, offered by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), amends
a section of the bill that provides that the
Joint Underwriters Association risk pool for
medical malpractice insurance may cover only
practitioners who practice in the state. The
Luther amendm ent specifies that risk pool
coverage is available to those eligible professionals who obtain at least 60 percent of their
gross revenues from patients who are residents
of Minnesota. The second atnendment, an
author's amendm ent permits nonprofit health
service plan organizations to invest up to 20
percent of their assets in health care service
corporations and managed care and administrative services. The third, also an author's
amendm ent makes changes in application
requirements for coverage under the Market
Assistance Plan and Joint Underwriting
Association. Included in the changes are an
increase in the threshold for eligibility for
coverage by the Joint Underwriters Association. Under the amendm ent, to be eligible for
coverage under JUA, a person who is unable to
obtain private insurance must have received a
written quote that is ten percent more than
the JUNs rate for similar coverage. The
former threshol d was five percent. After
adoption of the amendm ents, the committee
approved the bill. S.F. 1751 now goes to the
Senate floor.
The committ ee also approved S.F. 1912,
allowing the sale of short term health
insurance coverage. The bill's sponsor, Sen.
Jim Vickerm an (DFL-Tracy), said last year's
Minneso taCare legislation included restrictions that, when applied to short term policies,
made them too expensive for health carriers to
offer. Vickerm an said short-ter m coverage is
still needed by college students on summer
break, new employees, and others. An
author's amendm ent expands the definition of
short-ter m insurance to 185 days and provides
that the exclusion for pre-existing conditions
defined in the bill does not apply to children
born or adopted during the policy period. The
committ ee adopted the amendm ent, approved
the bill and forwarded it to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1729, sponsored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-So uth St. Paul), removes a statutory
barrier to national reciprocal interstate
banking. The bill does so by removing the
geographic limitatio n in the current definition
of "reciprocating state. A representative from
First Bank Systems testified that removing the
limitatio n means that banks need not make
individual requests to the legislature for
reciprocal agreements when they wish to
acquire banks in other states.

inquired about the new serious youthful
offender category. Proponents including
Hennep in County Judge Philip Bush explained the that category was a hybrid of
systems allowing for the rehabilit ation and
programming of youths in the juvenile system,
while accessing the strength of the adult
system.
Several members of the community
provided input on the bill. Al McFarlane of
the Insight News Group supported the
commun ity based aspects of the bill and
encouraged empowerment of communities to
participa te in the justice process ofthe
community. McFarlane stated that the policy
would reinforce a sense of responsibility and
active interven tion in the community.
Discussion will continue at the next meeting.

increased minority probatio n officers. Under
the bill, $165,000 of appropriations is for the
monitor ing of out-of-state facilities.
The allocatio n for regionally-based secure
capacity was left open due to continui ng
review of policy and term clarification. Kelly
said that the state should provide the capital
cost for facilities, and should allow the
counties to operate and control the facilities.
Ranum maintain ed that a state policy through
the Dept. of Correcti ons was necessary to
provide coordina tion and leadership. Due to
continui ng policy discussion, the bill was sent
back to the full committee.

Juvenile justice bill amended

The Crime Preventi on Commit tee, chaired
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S.F. 1693 provides school districts with a
one-time option to start classes on the
Thursday or Friday before the Labor Day
weekend for religious reasons. Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), the bill's
author, explained that the option would
accommodate those students who wish to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New
Year, which falls on the day after Labor Day
this year.
Current state law prohibits classes from
starting before Labor Day. Past efforts to
repeal the legislation have failed, but Mondale
said because the bill applies only to this year,
there is no opposition to the proposal.
The committee approved the bill on a voice
vote and sent it to the Senate floor for
consideration.

Special ed changes proposed
A report recommending changes to special
education was presented to the Education
Division, chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), Thur., Mar. 3.
The Task Force on Education for Children
with Disabilities, was established by the 1993
Legislature to review special education rules
and requirements.
The recommendations come from two areas
of concern, said Russell Smith, superintendent
of the Cloquet School District, and are meant
to "eliminate paperwork and administrivia,
and to improve access to effective education
for children with disabilities."
The group is recommending some state rules
be repealed and others be amended, and that
all state and local education requirements
include elements addressing the needs of
students with disabilities.
Smith explained that general and special
education staff often find themselves competing with each other for program resources.
"There is a dichotomy in our schools," he said,
"We want to end the bickering between
general education and special education over
resources and make sure that decisions are
based on the needs of the child."
To do that requires some changes, Marge
Goldberg of the Parents Advocate Coalition
for Educational Rights explained, "If we want
special and regular education to come closer
together, we all need time for teacher training,
curriculum development and program
evaluation."
"I don't see this work as being done,"
Claudine Knoblauch, an Anoka special
education teacher, added. "This report is
really just a first step."
The division also took testimony during the
meeting and heard concerns that by rescinding
some rules, there may be districts that will no
longer apply the "best practice" rules in
meeting the needs of students with disabilities.
Additional discussion and testimony on the
report and recommendations is expected at
future meetings.

More testimony on bus safety
The recommendations of the School Bus
Safety Task Force continued to draw public
comment before the Education Division on
Fri., Mar. 4.
The division, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), heard testimony on
the task force report and a bill draft based on
recommendations from bus operators, school
boards, and law enforcement perspectives.
Lyle Hicks, president of the Minnesota
School Bus Operators Association, told the
division of his support for the task force's
recommendations. "Some will be difficult to
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implement," he said, "but not impossible."
He added that the ability to fund the
recommendations will be important. "No one
can argue the value of monitors on the buses,"
he noted, "but if we want them, they need to
be funded."
Concern over the availability of transportation resources was also a concern for Bob
Meeks of the School Boards Association. He
told the members that there may be additional
costs associated with several provisions that
districts will have to bear. "We'll do what you
tell us to do," he said, "I hope that you will
give us revenue and, hopefully, not a levy."
Sgt. Duane Bartels, a school bus inspector
for the State Patrol, asked the division to
preserve equipment standards. He said that
bus inspectors regularly check the more than
11,000 school buses used in the state and that
"we need minimum standards that we can
enforce."
The division will continue to take comment
on the task force's recommendations, as well as
addressing other issues in the coming week.

Combination proposals reviewed
Two proposals set the stage for the Education Division's discussion of the Cooperation
and Combination program during their
meeting, Tues., Mar. 8. The division also
heard further testimony on the school bus
safety recommendations.
The division first heard S.F. 1876, which
prevents Cooperation and Combination (C &
C) Program funding from being subject to fund
balance reduction laws. Current law establishes a maximum per-pupil amount that
districts may hold in a fund balance reserve.
The Dept. of Education can reduce that
balance if the maximum is exceeded.
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), the
bill's author, said that the Zumbrota-Mazeppa
School District, two districts that are combining under the C & C program, face a net loss
of $97,000 because those funds are included as
part of the fund balance. The bill, he
explained, excludes C & C funds from being
subject to the fund balance reduction
provisions.
Modifications to the program were made
during the 1993 session, but committee staff
explained that the bill changes a provision
that was missed.
The division also reviewed S.F. 2018,
creating a Consolidation Transition Program
that allows districts to combine over a shorter
period of time. Under the C & C Program,
districts go through a three-year cooperation
period leading up to their combination.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls),
the author of S.F. 2018, said the bill "is an
outgrowth of what we do in cooperation and
combination," allowing districts that wish to
consolidate to move on a faster track than the
C & C program dictates.
"We want to accommodate districts who
want to try to consolidate, but are unable to do
that," Stumpf said. He explained that the
costs of combining the staff of two districts
forces districts to pay early retirement and
severance. He said that those additional costs
may impede the combination, and many
districts do not have the levy capacity to cover
the additional costs.
Gerald Dalzell, superintendent of WarrenAlvarada schools, said his district is discussing
consolidation with the Valley North-Oslo
system, and that they want to proceed on July
1. "The question is," he said, ' what are the
costs of consolidation?" He explained that
when districts combine, staff costs have to be

considered. "We are asking for the legislature
to help make pending consolidations possible."
The division took no action on either bill but
is expected to consider them at a later
meeting.
Steve Peterson, a Mpls. consultant, then
added his support for the development of bus
safety curriculum. He told the division of his
work with the Dept. of Education in developing a safety curriculum, and that how that
curriculum is used in the schools is as important as having that curriculum available.
Further discussion of school bus safety issues is
expected.

Capital budget, formulas
Capital budgets and higher education
funding mechanisms were the focus of
discussion for the Higher Education Division,
chaired by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), Weds., Mar. 9.
The division reviewed the capital budget
requests submitted by the University of
Minnesota. President Nils Hasselmo explained that the university's requests are a part
of a six-year capital improvement plan that
includes construction of new facilities,
remodeling of existing building and decommissioning those facilities that will no longer fit in
the university's plans.
The university has requested capital
bonding authority of $114 million for five
projects that Hasselmo said are at the top of
their project priority list. The governor has
recommended just more than $101 million to
sUI'Port work on eight projects.
The university is requesting $20 million for
health and safety projects, $20 million for
facility renewal, $25 million for construction
of a new building for the Carlson School of
Management, $47.8 million to build an
Archival Research Facility, and $1.27 million
to pay for special street and utility assessments.
The governor has recommended full funding
for the Carlson School project, the facility
renewal program, and the assessments request.
Also recommended were $22.46 million for an
addition to and renovation of the Architecture
Building, $15 million for health and safety
projects, $13.7 million for reconstruction of
the Mechanical Engineering Buildin,g, $2.7
million for the planning portion of the
Archival Research Facility project, and $1
million for Information Services Planning.
The health and safety and facility renewal
programs will occur system-wide. The new
construction and renovation projects will take
place on the Minneapolis campus. The
division will further discuss the university's
capital budget request at a later time.
The division also reviewed a recommendation for a redesigned higher education funding
mechanism from the Future Funding Task
Force. Established by the 1991 Legislature, the
task force examined how post-secondary
education is funded and proposed changes to
that formula. Darrell Krueger, president of
Winona State University and the task force
chair, said that the group's recommendations
alters post-secondary education funding from
being based on enrollment to being resultsbased.
Krueger explained that each system receives
funding for the numbers of students in its
schools. He said that the task force recommends a formula that provides systems with an
instructional and non-instructional funding
base. A portion of the instructional base
would be fixed and allow for inflationary and
enrollment changes from year-to-year in a
variable component.

Along with the formula changes, Krueger
recommended that criteria be developed to
encourage systems and individual schools to
achieve new levels of performance. The
division \s expected to further consider the
report and recommendations at a later time.

Environment and Natural
Resources
Waste management bill gains
A bill making several changes to the Waste
Management Act was the sole topic of
discussion at the Mon., Mar. 7, meeting of the
Environment and Natural Resources Committee. The fanel, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int' . Falls), had been unable to
complete work on the measure, S.F. 1788, at a
previous hearing.
The chief author of the bill, Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch), had held the
measure over to allow time for additional
amendments to be offered. One of the most
controversial amendments, offered by Sen.
Gary Laidig OR-Stillwater), prohibits pricing
at public solid waste disposal or resource
recovery facilities below operating costs. After
extensive debate, Laidig withdrew the
amendment. Another controversial amendment, offered by Sen. Pat Pariseau ORFarmington), that allows retailers to sell
existing inventories of athletic shoes containing a mercury switch if the retailer cannot
return the shoes to the manufacturer and if the
shoes are sold with information about
appropriate disposal, was also withdrawn.
Three amendments were adopted, however.
An amendment offered by Sen. Gen Olson
(IR-Minnetrista), clarifying the prohibition on
toxics in products and providing for exemptions, was adopted unanimously. Another
Pariseau amendment, granting additional fee
authority to counties, also gained adoption.
Finally, an amendment deleting a provision
authorizing costs and attorney fees to be paid
by a defendant in designation ordinance
actions brought by the county in which the
county prevailed was approved by the panel.
The amendment was sponsored by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio).
The bill was approved and sent to the full
Senate.

Trail use and fish testimony
The Environment and Natural Resources
committee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFLInt'l. Falls) met Tues., Feb. 8, to take action
on two environmental bills.
S.F. 1958, authored by Sen. Jerry Janezich
(DFL-Chisholm), reduces the liability of a
land owner in cases where the land is used by
snowmobiles, hikers, and other recreationists.
The bill, designed to clarify current law and
further limit liability, met opposition from the
Minnesota Trial Lawyers Association. Jane
Tschida, on behalf of the association, testified
that current law is sufficient in protecting the
land owner and that the the bill is not
necessary. Tschida added, "Is it worth it to
trade public safety for recreation?"
Douglas J. Franzen of the Minnesota United
Snowmobifers Association testified that trails
in Minnesota are in jeopardy because landowners feel they are liallie for accidents on
their land even if they are not negligent.
According to Franzen, there are over 14,000
miles of snowmobile trails in Minnesota, most
of which are on private land. "Current law
does not afford adequate protection and land
owners are closing their trails", Franzen said.
Franzen also stated that the Minnesota

Chamber of Commerce as well as Association
of Minnesota Counties support the legislation.
A representative of the Parks and Trails
Council, Judith Erickson, stated that the
council worries that without this legislation,
there will be no incentive for land owners to
volunteer their land for recreational use. If
this is the case, according to Erickson, jobs will
be lost and Minnesota habitat will suffer. S.F.
1958 was approved and forwarded to the
Judiciary Committee for review.
Minnesotans from the northern part of the
state came to St. Paul to testify on S.F. 1755,
authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls). The measure sparked heated
debate over fishing agreements between
Ontario, Canada and Minnesota. The purpose
of the proposal is to counteract Ontario's
regulations limiting the number of fish a nonCanadian may take from boarder lakes.
With more than two dozen citizens
testifying, the debate focused on the constitutionality of the bill as well as the effect it will
have on Minnesota resorts on the Canadian
border. Gary Dietzler, an owner of the
Northwest Angle Resort in northern Minnesota lead the proponents of the bill, stating
that since the Canadian government insists on
regulating the number of fish that can be taken
from Ontario, Minnesota must act to egualize
the situation so that Canada will be willing to
compromise. According to Dietzler, attempts
to negotiate with the Canadian government
have failed and the situation will effect the
northern economy because resorts will be
forced to close.
Steve Hunter, an owner of the Crane Lake
Resort, testified that although the bill will be
helpful for lakes in which the Canadian
government placed a limit on number of fish,
the bill hurt resorts for which Canada does not
limit the take. Hunter said that his resort is
on a lake in which there are no unequal limits
and the measure will only cause inequality.
Hunter and other opponents testified that S.F.
1755 only hinders relations with Ontario and
stressed that negotiations should be continued.
A vote on the bill is planned for the next
committee meeting.

Panel tours capital budget sites
Members of the Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division, met Fri., Mar. 4,
and toured four sites that are included in the
capital budget proposal currently before the
division. The panel, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), visited the Coon Rapids
dam; the water access acquisition and
betterment site at Orono, on Lake
Minnetonka; the regional recreation open
space system capital improvement program site
at Minnetrista; and a flood hazard mitigation
grant site in Chaska.

DNR budget continued
Testimony by the Dept. of Natural Resources
(DNR) on its proposed capital budget
continued Tue., Mar. 8, before the Environment and Natural Resources Fiance Division,
chaired by Sen. Steven Morris (DFL-Dakota).
Deputy Commissioner Ron Nargang presented
five major components of the agencies capital
budget request. The division also heard from
the Metropolitan Council on a budget
initiative contained in the DNR budget.
Nargang outlined a forestry roads and
bridges project that includes the upkeep of
more than 2,000 miles of roadways and
approximately 60 bridges. The next project
focuses on fish and wildlife culture rehabilitation. The DNR is seeking funds for construction of spawning stations as well as hatcheries.

Forestry recreation was listed as another
budget area, including maintenance for state
campgrounds. In order to keep some of
Minnesota's water ecosystems vibrant, the
DNR proposes the appropriation of funds for
fish and wildlife fisheries improvement.
Nargang offered wildlife, scientific and natural
area, and prairie bank development/habitat
improvement as a final budget consideration
for the day.
The Metropolitan Council presented a
budget issue that is contained in the DNR
budget proposal. The issue, regional recreation open space system capital improvement,
provides improvements and enhancements to
metropolitan parks and recreation areas.
Discussion focused around the practice of
purchasing dwellings and land in order to
expand recreation and park areas. The
committee will meet again to hear further
testimony from the DNR on the capital budget
request.

Capital budget requests
The Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division met Thur., Mar. 9, to hear
capital budget requests from the Minnesota
Zoological Garden and the Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development (DTED).
Kathryn Roberts, general director of the
Minnesota Zoological Garden, presented five
budget initiatives to the division, chaired by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota). According
to Roberts, funding for a 44,000 square foot
marine building capable of housing dolphins,
large sharks and small marine life is being
sought. Roberts stated that in order to handle
a water run-off problem, a water management
and treatment system is needed. A third
initiative, as stated by Roberts, is the repair of
animal holding areas. Roberts presented a
request for funds to repair and upgrade
roadways and pathways within the zoological
complex, followed by a request for a bird
holding building where birds could be housed
and breed.
On behalf of DTED and the Public Facilities
Authority, Jennifer Engh presented a capital
budget request whereby state dollars are
matched by the federal government five to
one. According to Engh, the funds are
currently used to provide low interest loans to
municipalities. Future uses for the funds
include providing technical and financial
support for a safe drinking water program that
replaces municipal water pipes containing ,
lead.

Ethics and Campaign
Reform
Absentee ballot bill moves to floor
The Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee, chaired by Sen. John Marty (DFLRoseville), met Thurs., Mar. 3, to discuss S.F.
1483. Marty's bill, which was heard by the
committee last year and laid over, relates to
absentee ballots. Marty put forth an amendment which rewrites the bill in accordance
with information gathered from county
auditors, city clerks, and the Secretary of State.
Testimony was given by Secretary of State
Joan Growe and Joe Mansky, the director of
elections. Growe explained that the increasing
mobility in our society, and the growing
number of voters unable to go to their polling
place, creates a need for changes that facilitate
voting.
One of the proposed items authorizes a voter
to designate an agent to deliver the ballot in
person, or to deposit the return envelope in
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the mail. The designee may not mail or deliver
the envelopes of more than three persons in
any election.
Another addition included in the amendment makes it optional for the voter to
provide a telephone number. Marty pointed
out that some voters don't have telephones
and other individuals have unpublished
numbers that they don't want to become part
of the public record.
The amendment also makes changes
regarding voter verification. It requires that
the return envelope for an absentee ballot
includes spaces for the voter's name, address,
and date of birth. Furthermore, it eliminates
the requirement that the marking of the
absentee ballot be witnessed by a notary
public.
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple Grove),
raised concerns about names and dates of birth
being publicly available. He pointed out that
the combination of the two pieces of information allows access to otherwise confidential
records.
McGowan also objected to the delivery and
collection of the ballot application b~ the
same individual. Sen Carol Flynn (DFLMpls.), emphasized that it is the application
being handled, not the ballot itself.
The committee adopted the amendment
and endorsed S.F. 1483.

Family Services
Wel£are reform proposal amended
After hearing public testimony on S.P.
1758, a welfare reform bill, the Family Services
Committee, chaired by Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin), considered amendments to the bill,
Thurs., Mar. 3.
Authored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainerd), the bill contains provisions
requiring AFDC recipients under age 18 to
live with their parents in order to receive
assistance, tying public assistance with
employment and training programs, and
ordering the Dept. of Human Services to seek
waivers from federal regulations.
Having heard public testimony on his bill,
Samuelson offered an amendment altering
some of the provisions. In the amendment,
minor AFDC recipients are allowed to live
with either their parents or in another adultsupervised living arrangement, and AFDC
recipients are permitted to continue their postsecondary education beyond two years, if they
will earn more with the training than they
would without.
Samuelson also offered an amendment to
require that the Depts. of Human Services and
Jobs and Training develop a job search
training program to help long-term AFDC
recipients find employment. The committee
approved both amendments.
S.F. 1758 includes a provision that limits
the number of times an emergency General
Assistance program may be given to an
individual to once each 12 months. Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington) offered an
amendment to delete the limitation. "We
heard some of the most compelling testimony
about this," he said, "There are those who will
have more than one crisis a year. We will take
away a their means of survival." The committee approved the amendment.
An amendment allowing Hennepin County
and one rural county to start a project placing
new AFDC recipients in a job search program
was also adopted. "The intent of the program
is to get people into a situation where they can
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be gainfully employed sooner," Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), who offered the
amendment, explained.
Additional amendments were also discussed
and more are expected when the committee
continues its action on the bill at a later
meeting.

Wel£are reform bill advances
The Family Services Committee, chaired by
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) approved S.F.
1758, the welfare reform package authored by
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), Fri.,
Mar. 4.
Before being advancing the bill, the
committee considered and incorporated a
number of amendments into the Samuelson
bill. An amendment requiring the Dept. of
Human Services (DHS) and the Dept. of Jobs
and Training (DJT) to develop a plan to
restructure public assistance programs
statewide was offered by Sen. Joanne Benson
(IR-St. Cloud) and adopted.
The plan, which is to be developed and
presented to the 1995 Legislature, will include
job search and placement assistance, subsidized
employment, child support enforcement, child
care assistance, medical care eligibility and
vendor payments provisions.
Benson told the committee that the
amendment requires the departments to plan
how to get first-time recipients back to work
more quickly by linking public assistance
programs with employment and training
services. Opponents expressed concern that
requiring a plan would commit the state to a
program that it may not be able to afford.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester) offered
an amendment requiring DHS and DJT to
recommend how the STRIDE Program could
be more efficient and effective in helping
AFDC recipients become employed. The
amendment, asking the departments to report
to the 1995 Legislature, was adopted.
Among other amendments also approved
were provisions that require DHS to apply for
a waiver that allows disabled persons eligible
for Medical Assistance to be employed, that
permits Ramsey County the opportunity to
participate in the Minnesota Family Investment Plan project, and directs DHS to explore
the potential for child care cooperatives run
and used by AFDC recipients who work or
attend school.
The bill was approved on a voice vote and
referred to the Finance Committee for action.

Child support measures advance
Two bills that conform Minnesota's child
support laws with federal law and laws in other
states were approved by the Family Services
Committee, Tues., Mar. 8.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin), heard S.F. 1828, which
modifies how paternity is determined and
brings enforcement of child support orders in
line with recently adopted federal law. Sen.
David Knutson OR-Burnsville), the bill's
author, explained that the changes are
necessary to insure that the state continues to
receive $44 million in federal funding for child
support enforcement efforts.
Knutson explained that the bill adds genetic
testing as a way to determine paternity,
requires courts to find that previous child
support has not been paid in a timely manner
before ordering income withholding, and that
employers can be fined for using an employee's
income withholding as a condition of
employment. The committee approved the

bill and referred it to the Judiciary Committee.
Interstate enforcement efforts account for
about 30 percent of all child support enforcement cases, Piper said as she presented S.F.
1662, the Uniform Interstate Family Support
Act, to the committee. The bill sets up the
mechanisms necessary to carry out child
support orders issued in one state that need to
be enforced in another.
Piper told the committee that the bill is the
result of work done by the National Conference of Commission on Uniform State Laws.
The language contained in the bill was
developed by representatives of all 50 states.
The bill was adopted in eight states in 1993
and is before the Legislatures of 14 others this
year.
In each state, the language being considered
is nearly identical. Piper explained that by
adopting the same language, each state will
have a uniform approach to child support
enforcement, while still taking the individual
administrative structures currently in place
into account. She said the bill will make it
easier for child support orders to be enforced
even when the person obligated to pay support
lives in other states or has moved to other
states. S.F. 1662 was also approved and
referred to the Judiciary Committee.
The committee will continue to consider
child support proposals at later meetings.

Finance
Budget forecast, recommendations
The state's financial outlook for FY 1995
and beyond, and the governor's supplement
budget recommendations were the focus of
discussion by the Finance Committee, Thur.,
Mar. 3.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), heard presentations on the budget by Commissioner John
Gunyou, Dept. of Finance.
Gunyou told the committee that forecasts
now indicate that revenues will exceed
spending by $623 million for FY 1995. In
November, the budget forecast indicated that
revenues would surpass spending by $400
million. Gunyou said that tax receipts in
amounts higher than expected account for the
higher March forecast.
Looking beyond FY 1995, Gunyou told the
committee that forecasts, based on historical
trends and estimates, indicate resources for FY
1996-97 are expected to be about $17.56
billion, a 5.8 percent increase over the
amounts available for the current biennium.
However, the revenue increase will be offset by
growth in expenditures, which are required by
law, leaving a projected closing balance of
about $237 million.
The committee enter into a discussion of
the budget forecast, how it is developed and
what assumptions are used. Merriam pointed
out that during the 1993 session, the Legislature, in acceding to the governor's recommendation, placed limits on the amounts that
could be spent on the three largest spending
areas - K-12 education, post-secondary
education, and human services. It is those
caps, he said, that distort the total picture
because they are artificial limits.
State law requires that a portion of the $623
million be used to restore tile state's budget
reserve to $500 million. Gunyou told the
committee that the governor is recommending
that $140 million be used to restore the
reserve.
Along with the restoration, the governor

has proposed spending $172 million to restore
funding to school districts tha~ had been.
forced into short-term b~:mow.mg by prev.LO~s
changes in law, and settmg aSIde $180 mtlhon
as a school aid reserve.
Additional recommendations, which
include funding for flood relief, prison
expansion, welfare reform, crime initiatives,
ana other programs, total another $87.8
million.
Tom Triplett of the Minnesota Business
Partnership shared his group's support for
restoring the budget reserve and e~pressed .
concerns of the impact that spendmg caps WIll
have in the future.

Welfare reform costs reviewed
The costs of welfare reform were reviewed
when the Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), met,
Tues., Mar. 8.
S.F. 1758 includes employment and training
services as a component of public assi~t~nce
programs, requires teenage AFDC reCIpIents to
live with their parents or in an adult-s~per
vised living arrangement, calls for studIes of
several programs, and instructs the Dept. of
Human Services to request waivers from
federal rules.
"
''It is not inexpensive to do welfare reform,
the bill's author, Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL.
Brainerd), said, as he led the committee
through a review of the provisions that requIre
funding.
.
Preliminary estimates proVIded to the
committee show the total cost of the welfare
reform package to be about $6.85 million for
FY 1995. Samuelson said that he felt the
essential points of the bill are the requirement
that teenage AFDC recipients live at ho~e or
in an alternative arrangement, and proVISIons
that remove barriers for recipients to begin
work.
He said that requiring AFDC recipients
under age 18 to live at home reduces the grant
amounts those individuals receive, from a
current cost of just over $1 million to
$853,000. He added that an appropriation of
$1.65 million would be necessary when ~
waiver of federal regulations that determme
AFDC eligibility is received. Federal rule~ .
require that the income of other persons hvmg
in the same household as the teenage parent
be used to determine eligibility.
"Under current policy," Samuelson
explained, "a minor can leave home and then
begin to get AFDC. Some would argue that
AFDC becomes the vehicle for some teenage
parents that are leaving home."
The bill also contains a provision allowing
AFDC recipients to keep a portion of their
grants that they would have to repay if they
started work. ~amuelson said that if recipients
start work in the middle of a month, rules
require them to pay back a portion of their
grant. "Having to pay back part of the gra~t
they received may prevent some from startmg
work," he said. "This may be a barrier t~at we
can remove." lust more than $192,000 IS
requested for this compone?t.
.
Other costs associated WIth the btll are: $1.9
million to require long-term AFDC recipients
to participate in a job search program; $1
million to provide child care for AFDC
recipients involved in a job search; ~300,000
to include Ramsey County m the Mmnesota
Family Investment Plan; and $250,000 to
expand the Fraud Prevention Program..
The Finance Committee delayed action on
the bill so that the fiscal analysis on it can be
completed. The committee is expected to
continue its discussions later.

Gaming Regulation
Omnibus gambling bill reviewed
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), chair of
the Senate Gaming Regulation Committee,
opened discussion on S.F. 103 Tues., Mar. 8.
The bill authored by Berg, was passed by the
Senate l~st year. Present at the nearing were
the Director of the Gambling Control Board,
Harry Baltzer; a represent~tive o~ Allied
Charities of Minnesota, Kmg Wtlson; and a
full room of concerned constituents from
Greater Minnesota.
Berg began by summarizing the two major
differences between S.F. 103 and the companion bill in the House. The Senate bill contains
no reference to off track betting, or to a
provision abolishing the current separate
gaming commissions and reorganIzmg them
under one umbrella to be known as the
Governor's Advisory Council on Gambling.
Continuing on, the committee examined
other specifics of S.F. 103, including clarification of "allowable expense." The bill makes
advertising an allowable expense for up to five
percent of the annual gross profi~s o~ the
organization or $5,000 per organIzation,
whichever is less. Wilson supports the
stipulation saying, ''It allows us to do some
limited advertising but not in the scope of the
lottery or Indian casino gaming."
A section relating to lawful purpose
expenditures was als<,J discussed. Th7 bill
makes social recreational, commumty, and
athletic acti~ities conducted by a nonprofit
organization for persons 55 and ov 7r a lawful
purpose, if the activities are not beIng
conducted primarily for members of the
contributing organization.
Berg then questioned a I;rovision that.
requires continuing education for gamblIng
managers within 12 months of the ~at.e of
their application for ren~wal of t~elr hcense.
Baltzer pointed out that If ther7 IS a lapse In
licensure, a replace~e!1t ga~b\Ing manager
must receive the traInIng wlthm 90 days of
being reinstated.
.
The issue of controlled space was also raised.
Currently, an organization is required to sell
pull tabs only in a design.ated area .o~ the
establishment. Baltzer Said that thIS IS to
prohibit commingling of funds. Sen. Joe
Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), explained that the
restriction is often impractical for the
establishment. Sen. Jerry Janezich (DFLChisholm), said that introduction of dispensing machines would eliminate the burden
presently found in the bar locations. Baltzer
agreed, saying that the Gambling Board
supports dispensing m~chin7s.
.
Besides the use of dIspenSIng machInes, the
Gambling Board would like ~o see the
abolishment of paper starn!? Issues and t~e
implementation of bar coding, Baltzer sa~d ..
Since 1990 the board has studied the rehabllit)' of bar coding and believes it to be more
efficient. Baltzer said, "This is a better method
of tracking games."No action was taken on
S.F. 103 and discussion will continue.

Omnibus gaming bill s~udied .

The Senate Gaming Regulation CommIttee
met Wed. Mar. 9 to discuss the omnibus
gaming bill. Chaired by Sen. Charles Ber?
(DFL-Chokio) the committee heard testimony from Ha;ry Baltzer of the Gambling
Control Board, George Hoyem from the Dept.
of Revenue, and King Wilson, a representative
of Allied Charities Minnesota.
The first amendment, offered by Berg,
concerns the introduction of pull-tab dispens-

ing machines. The amend~ent, supp~Jrted by
both Wilson and Baltzer, gIves orgamzatlons
the option of selling pull-tabs from machines.
According to Baltzer, this would make the
Gambling Control Board's job easier. "We see
this as a regulatory tool," Baltzer said.
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
and Sen. Patrick McGowen OR-Maple Grove)
raised concerns about which establishments
are permitted to install dispensing machines.
Presently any establishment which has been
licensed by the board, regardless of its location,
can sell pull-tabs. Consequently, there are no
sites which are off-limits. Baltzer pointed out
that although in principle a grocery store could
have such machines, the reality is that the
"majority, if not 100 percent," of the places
selling~ull-tabs are bars and 3.2 taverns.
McGowen also pointed out that there is a
possible security problem, since the machines
are free standing and not tied into a central
computer terminal. Baltzer reporte~ that each
machine has four meters, or countmg
mechanisms, that provide substantial ac~ou~t
ability. The likelynood of four not workmg IS
very slight, Baltzer said.
Sen. Thomas Neuville OR-Northfield)
moved to make the amendment part of the
committee bill, pending specification of
machine sites. The amendment was okayed.
Two other amendments, relating to an
increase of prizes, were offered. The first,
raising the maximum prize awarded for any
single pull-tab from $250 to $500, was
approved. The second, allowing bingo prize
increases, was defeated.
Lastly the committee started discussion on
an amen'dment related to the pull-tab tax. The
present tax is levied on all ~un-t.a~s, whe~her
sold or not. According to Kmg, It IS unfair to
tax unsold pull-tabs. The amendment
proposes a tax on gross receipts only. Hoyem
said that the Dept. of Revenue supports a
rebate arrangement. The committee will
continue review of the tax question at its next
meeting.

Governmental Operations
and Reform
More rule repeals approved
Another bill to repeal obsolete, redundant
and superseded rules was approved at the Fri.,
Mar. 4, meeting of the Governmental
Operations and Reform Com~it~ee. The
panel had earlier approved a SImIlar bIll based
upon the recommendations of several state
agencies. S.F. 1421, authored by. Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), prOVIdes for the
repeal of rules based on the recommendations
of the Revisor of Statutes. AccordIng to
Hottinger, the bill is another part of the ongoing effort to rid statutes of outdated and
erroneous provisions.
The measure was approved and sent to the
full Senate.
The panel, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), took action on two
additional bills. S.F. 844, authored by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
specifies that a public employer ~ust give
reasonable time off to elected offICers or
appointed representatives .of an exclusive
representative of any pubhc employer m the
state to conduct the duties of an exclusive
representative. In addition, the bill specifies
that the public employer must, upon request,
provide for leaves of absence to elected or
appointed officials of an exclusive representative. The measure was approved and sent to
the Senate floor.
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S.F. 2081, authored by Sen. Deanna Wiener
(DFL-Eagan), requires all multimember
agencies, such as advisory task forces, to
register with the secretary of state and requires
the secretary of state to publish information
about the multimember agencies. In addition,
the bill broadens the Open Appointments Act
to groups created by executive order of the
governor and for positions that are to be filled
through appointment of a nonlegislator by a
legislator or group of legislators.
According to Wiener, the measure is
designed to increase public awareness about
the various task forces, boards, and commissions in existence. In addition, Wiener said
the bill allows the groups to share information
and, perhaps, avoid duplication of effort. The
measure also authorizes the secretary of state to
collect open appointments data, notices and
applications electronically. The bill was
approved and referred to the Consent
Calendar.

Four bills heard
The Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), met Weds., Mar. 9, to
hear four bills relating to government
operations.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 2095, authorizing an alteration
to the public employee vacation donation
program. The bill, according to Cohen, allows
up to 40 per cent of donated vacation time to
be used for housing and transportation
accessibility costs incurred by the employee
who is injured. Current law specifies that
donated vacation time can only be used for
medical expenses. The bill was passed by the
committee and referred to the Consent
Calendar.
S.F. 1950, authored Metzen, brought
testimony by Deputy Commissioner Dick
Carlquist from the Dept. of Public Safety.
Carlquist testified that the bill depoliticizes
the emplo-yment r.rocess for key state safety
officials. The bil , according to Metzen,
creates a new process for the selection of
candidates for the positions of emergency
management director, superintendent of
criminal apprehension, chief supervisor of the
state patrol, and state fire marshall. The bill
creates an advisory board that will make
recommendations for the positions. S.F. 1950
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.
A bill, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFLStaples), designed to provide a system of
certification for practitioners of acupuncture in
Minnesota, was also heard. Testifying on
behalf of the Acupuncture Association of
Minnesota was Linda Leef. Leef stated that for
health and safety reasons, the practitioners
should be required to be certified under the
National Commission for Certified Acupuncturists (NCCA) requirements and only be
allowed to practice in Minnesota if the
practitioner is certified. Debate centered over
the lack of representation of the South East .
Asian community on the subject. According
to Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro), the bill
may create a problem with the large South
East Asian population in the state. Also,
members debated about whether the bill was
requiring certification or licensure. According
to Sams, the bill is requiring certification and
specifying that a practitioner be certified in
order to practice. No action was taken
pending further research on the bill.
A bill establishing a collections entity for
the collection of over one billion dollars of
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debt owed to the state was presented by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul). Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota) offered an amendment
that adds the ability for the state to acquire
intellectual property. The amendment was
adopted. The bill sparked discussion over
whether or not new employees are needed to
preform the collections process. An amendment was offered in which the formation of
the entity would result in no net increase in
state classified employees. Cohen objected to
the amendment citing instances in the past
where personnel were added to state collection
agencies and the results were positive. No
action was taken and he bill is expected to be
heard again at a future committee meeting.

Health Care
Two bills okayed
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met Tues.,
Mar. 8 and approved two bills. S.F. 1843,
sponsored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
extends the expiration date for the Ombudsman Committee for Mental Health and
Mental Retardation. Betzold presented the
bill and emphasized the effectiveness of the
committee and its review and recommendations of medical issues. The bill was endorsed
and re-referred to the Health Care and Family
Services Finance Division.
Berglin authored S.F. 1867, a bill directing
the legislative auditor to study health care
administrative costs under both the current
Minnesota health care system and under a
single payer alternative. The study must rely
as much as possible on Minnesota data. Glenn
Pearson of the Health Care Campaign of
Minnesota favored the study of administrative
costs, stating that current waste is largely due
to insurance overhead and provider paperwork. The bill was approved by the committee
and advances to the floor.
Public testimony on MinnesotaCare also
continued at the meeting. The suggestions by
advocates included giving attention to family
planning services, mental illness coverage, and
the quality of health care and staffing. Health
care representatives also encouraged equal
access for providers as well as consumers, and
the establishment of an independent quality
oversight structure. MinnesotaCare testimony
will continue at the next meeting.

MinnesotaCare bill debated
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met Wed.,
Mar. 9. to discuss the 1994 MinnesotaCare
bill. S.F. 2192, authored by Berglin, details the
implementation of the health care reform
package approved in the 1991 and 1992
legislative sessions. The bill contains
numerous provisions to implement a coordinated state health care system. The bill
provides for the creation and licensing of
community integrated service networks
(CISNs) in addition to implementing the
previously authorized ISN system. The
measure also establishes requirements for all
health plan companies, including report cards
and action plans, and provides for the phase-in
of the regulated all-payer option (RAPO).
.
The bill also details future requirements for
health plan companies. Requirements include
the creation of a universal benefits set, the
creation of a consumer advocate office in all
ISNs, and the establishment of essential
community providers (ECPs). Included in the

bill are implementation and transitional plans
for the health care legislation. Time schedules
are also outlined for universal coverage.
The bill requires managed care plans to
assist in achieving public health goals with
their action plans and holds private organizations accountable for public health goals. In
addition, the bill addresses financing,
.
administrative simplification, and insurance
reform.
After presenting the bill, Berglin offered
several amendments, all of which were
adopted. One amendment allows community
health service agencies to establish an
independent advocate. In an effort to better
manage costs, the second amendment increases
a consumer's freedom in choosing a provider
outside their network. Another amendment
allows a pharmacy subject to a tax to transfer
the tax expense to a third party on behalf of
the consumer. The final amendment prohibits
exclusive contracts by a provider or health
plan company. Berglin explained the plan
would establish effective preventative care,
and create efficient delivery and financing
systems at a local, community level.
The last amendment presented by Berglin
included coverage of mental health and dental
care, and a 24 hour coverage plan for purposes
of workers' compensation. No action was
taken on the amendment because of time
constraints.

MinnesotaCare debate continued
Members of the Health Care Committee
resumed their discussion of the MinnesotaCare
implementation bill at an evening hearing
Thurs., Mar. 9.
The committee members heard three hours
of testimony from interested parties and then
took action on a series of amendments.
Much of the testimony, while indicating
general support for the bill and the goal of
universal health care, took issue with specific
items contained in the measure. Tom Swain,
chair of the Minnesota Health Care Commission and Michael Scandrett, executive director
of the commission, said that they could no
longer support the bill. Swain said that the
addition of the amendment, adopted earlier in
the day, that allows consumers to choose a
provider outside their network threatens
universal coverage bJ' undermining cost
containment. Sen. Duane Benson (IRLanesboro), a co-author of the bill, expressed
his displeasure with the earlier amendment
and moved to lay the bill on the table. The
motion by Benson was not adopted and
testimony resumed.
Representatives of several types of providers
were critical of the measure because their
services were not included.
After hearing the testimony Berglin
withdrew the amendment that was pending at
the close of the morning hearing and offered a
substitute amendment. The amendment
provides that a cooperative may establish a
community integrated service network,
specifies that an advisory committee on dental
services also develop recommendations on an
appropriate system to deliver dental services,
and requires that as part of the implementation plan, the commissioner of health, in
consultation with the commissioners of jobs
and training and labor and industry, develop a
24 hour coverage plan incorporating the
health component of workers compensation
with health care coverage to be offered by and
ISN. The amendment was adopted.
An amendment, offered by Sen. John

Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), clarifying that the
duties of an ombudsperson were not restricted
under an earlier amendment was also approved. Another amendment, offered by
Berglin, incorporating suggestions of the
Health Care Commission to clarify the
ind~pendence of a shared service cooperative
created under the bill, provide for funding in
the event of an insolvency of a community
network, and specify the contents of action
plans was also adopted.
A fourth Berglin amendment requires
recommendations for a coordinated program
for receiving bids from managed care plans to
serve enrolles of the state health plan and
recipients of MinnesotaCare, Meaical
Assistance and General Assistance Medicare.
Another amendment, requiring an advisory
committee on the universal benefit set, was
also sponsored by Berglin. The latter two
amenaments were adopted.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), providing for a study on
integrating ambulance providers with ISNs,
was also adopted. Finally, Berglin proposed an
amendment specifying that no health plan
company may deny access to a covered health
care service unless the denial is made by or
under the direction of, or subject to the review
of a health care professional licensed to
provide the service. The amendment was
approved.
Before final action was taken on the
measure, Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester),
requested that the bill be laid over in order to
allow time to review the measure along with
the amendments that were adopted. Berglin
agreed with the request and no action on the
bill was taken.

Rural dentist bill okayed
In other action at the Thurs., Mar. 10,
meeting of the Health Care Committee, the
members approved two additional bills. S.F.
2082, sponsored by Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFLErskine), establishes a rural aentist education
loan program and authorizes, under the
Medical Assistance plan, a dental service pilot
program in rural areas that lack adequate
dental service. The measure also modifies
reimbursement provisions for Medical
Assistance dental service. Sen. Duane Benson
(IR-Lanesboro) successfully offered an
amendment requiring the commissioners of
human services and revenue to report to the
Legislature on the feasibility of giving dentists
a tax credit, based upon the percentage of their
clients who are Medical Assistance recipients,
in lieu of Medical Assistance payments. The
bill was approved and forwarded to the Health
Care and Family Services Funding Division.
The panel, chaired by Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.), also approved a bill changing the
status of Ramsey Health Care. S.F.2210,
sponsored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul),
authorizes Ramsey Health Care, which
operates St. Paul Ramsey Medical Center, to
relinquish its status as a public corporation,
incorporate as a nonprofit and affiliate with
HealthPartners, Inc. The measure was
approved and re-referred to the Governmental
Operations and Reform Committee.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Workers' comp reform bill
The Jobs, Energy and Community Development Committee devoted the Tues., Mar. 8,
meeting to hearing testimony from employers

calling for reform of Minnesota's workers'
compensation system. The bill under
consideration, S.F. 1777, sponsored by Sen.
Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro), replaces the
state's current system with the Wisconsin
model. Benson said that the Wisconsin model
has been in place and working for a long time.
Minnesota's system, Benson said, is not
working for employers or workers, and ranks
10th highest in the nation and is 47 percent
above the national average in costs.
Some of the smaller employers testifying
said that they may go out of business or will
not expand their businesses in Minnesota
because of the cost of workers' compensation
insurance. Representatives from Marvin
Windows, SuperValu, Inc., The Toro
Company, and others testified that their
comparable operations in other states incur
dramatically fewer workers' compensation
claims, and that their workers' comp costs in
Minnesota are double, and in some cases,
triple those in other states, making price
competition difficult. The committee, chaired
by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
took no action on the bill, and will hear from
opponents at a later hearing.

Workers' comp testimony
The Jobs, Energy, and Community Development committee heard final arguments Wed.,
Mar. 9, from supporters of S.P. 1777, a bill
replacing Minnesota's workers' compensation
system with the Wisconsin model. The bill is
sponsored by Sen. Duane Benson (IRLanesboro).
Testifying first was John Lennes, commissioner ot laDor and industry. Lennes said that
Minnesota has made progress in bringing down
the cost of worker's compensation, but the cost
is still too high. Lennes also said that there is
no perfect state from which to take a workers'
compensation program, but that "perfection
isn't necessary" to improve on the system the
state has now. Lennes criticized the structure
of the Workers' Compensation Advisory
Council, saying it doesn't work because it "has
total veto power placed in the hands of a few
people." He said that after statistical adjustments are made, the new system will yield an
estimated savings of 32 percent over the
current system.
Senators questioned Lennes closely on
specific features of the Wisconsin plan and on
where the savings would come from. Sen Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) criticized the proposed
change, saying that the money clearly would
come from the pockets of injured workers.
Disputing Lennes' assertion that the bill is a
non-political one, Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake), said, "The move to adopt
the Wisconsin plan is a campaign slogan" for
the governor. "It's a very simplistic plan
designed for political purposes only," he said.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), adopted two
author's amendments, one technical amendment and one revising the structure of the
Workers' Compensation Advisory Council to
conform with Wisconsin's. The committee
spent the balance of the meeting hearing
testimony from opponents of S.F. 1777.
Opponents' testimony will continue.

DTED budget requests
The Jobs, Energy and Community Development Finance Division, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), met Mon., Mar. 7, to
hear Dept. of Trade and Economic Development budget requests. The Dept.'s funding
requests for the biennium include $1 million

for increasing the Job Skills Partnership
Program budget, $4,000 for service cost
recovery in the Minnsota Trade Office; and
$40,000 for the Minnesota Film Board. The
committee also reviewed federal flood relief
funds the state has received. Dept. of Trade
and Economic Development officials said the
state has received $11.8 million in federal
assistance to date and anticipates $15 million
more. Among the department's proposed uses
for the funds are community development
block grants for repairing, replacing and
restoring flood damaged homes, businesses and
infrastructure; employing youth in summer
jobs programs; environmental trade initiatives
to assist Minnesota companies in selling
environmental products and services in foreign
markets; and funding Dept. of Tourism
advertising to counteract the decline in
tourism that apparently resulted from
misperceptions of the impact of last summer's
flooding.

MHS capital budget reviewed
The Minnesota Historical Society's capital
budget request was the subject of discussion at
the Wed., Mar. 9, meeting of the Jobs, Energy
and Community Development Funding
Division. The panel, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), heard a brief overview
of the Historical Society's activities presented
by Nina Archabal, director. Archabal said
that in the past calendar year over 792,000
people visited 32 historic sites throughout the
state. The new History Center had over
598,000 visitors over the course of the last
year, she said. Membership in the Historical
Society has also grown, Archabal said, from
7,000 at the time the History Center opened
to more than 11,000 citizens.
John Wood, legislative liaison for the
Historical Society, presented a detailed look at
the society's bonding requests. Altogether,
Wood said, the Historical Society is requesting
$11.620 million for the preservation and
utilization of existing resources, for grants-inaid, for federal fund utilization and for historic
site development. However, the governor has
only recommended $4.5 million for the
building programs requested by the society.
According to Wood, the agency is requesting $2.741 million for historic site repair and
replacement. High priorities include the
Jeffers Petroglyph, the Forest History Center,
the 1862 warehouse on the Lower Sioux
Agency, the Alexander Ramsey House, the
James J. Hill House and the repair of monuments and markers. The Governor recommends $2.050 million.
The agency is also requesting $1.273 million
for permanent exhibit repair and replacement.
The governor's recommendation is for
.$950,000. The governor is also recommending
$1 million for matching federal highway funds
for historic preservation. Finally, the governor
is recommending $500,000 for matching local
funds.
Wood said that the governor's recommendations do not include several of the Historical
Society's high priority items .such as the St.
Anthony Falls Heritage Zone development,
and the Northwest Company Fur Post site
development in Pine County. Representatives
from local governments and civic organizations spoke to the division on behalf of the
Historical Society's bonding request for the
Northwest Comfany Fur Post site development. The loca officials said that the post is
an economic development tool, as well as a
"fascinating walk into the past." The
governor, however, does not recommend
funding the project.
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ommittee updat
Judiciary
Vulnerable adults bill advances
Mon. Mar. 7, the Senate Judiciary Committee approved four bills, and laid over a fifth.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), listened to
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), present her bill
concerning the Vulnerable Adults Act. Piper
said, "the bill is extending work of the advisory
committee that was done last year." The bill
requires the attorney general, in cooperation
with the commissioners of health ana human
services, to provide the Legislature with a
detailed plan to implement last year's committee recommendations.
Mamie Segall, of the Medicaid Fraud
Division at the Attorney General's Office,
testified that the bill clarifies evidentiary
standards used by the various agencies.' In the
past, a broad range of evidentiary standards
was allowed, and S.F. 1842 bases all findings
on a preponderance of the evidence standard.
S.F. 1842 was okayed and re-referred to the
Finance Committee.
Also approved and sent to the Finance
Committee was S.F. 1874. Authored by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), the bill requests the
Supreme Court to conduct a study of commitment laws and procedures. The Court is to
implement a task force with representatives of
the judicial and treatment systems, mental
health agencies, clients and advocates, law
enforcement, and legislative appointees.
Sen. Shelia Kiscaden OR-Rochester},
offered S.F. 1820, a bill modifying the method
of payment to the examiner 01' titles in
Olmstead County. The bill allows Olmstead
County to use a fee-for-services payment for
the title examiner. The bill was approved and
placed on the Consent Calendar. Sen. Don
Betzold's (DFL-Fridley) bill, S.F. 1691,
includes numerous technical recommendations
from the Real Property section of the Minnesota State Bar Association, and was also
approved and recommended for the consent
calendar.
Lastly, the committee continued discussion
of S.F. 1694. The bill, sponsored by Betzold,
deals with intrusive mental health treatment.
Among other provisions, the bill rewrites the
standards and procedures that apply to the
administration of neuroleptic meaication to
include other types of treatment. No action
was taken on S.F. 1694.

Four bills proceed to floor
The Judiciary Committee, chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), met
Tues., Mar. 8, to consider several bills.
Three of the bills were approved and
recommended for the Consent Calendar. S.F.
1766, sponsored by Reichgott Junge, expands
the remedies for the unauthorized practice of
law. Gail Olsen, Consumer Protection
Committee for Legal Services, testified that
the bill expands the enforcement provisions.
The bill adds the penalties under the attorney
general's consumer prot~ction authority to the
public and private remedies currently available. S.F. 1766 was placed on the Consent
Calendar.
Two bills authored by Sen. "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake), were also placed on the
Consent Calendar. S.F. 1732 modifies the
conciliation court jurisdiction statute. The bill
gives the courts jurisdiction over any action for
damages arising from the landlord/tenant
relationship under the rental agreement in the
county where a rental property is located.
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S.F.l911 , primarily a housekeeping bill for
the Office of the Secretary of State, changes
elements related to annual registration for
Minnesota business corporations. Katie Engler,
a staff attorney at the Secretary of State's
Office, testified that two changes are proposed. The first change eliminates naming a
registered agent for the corporation. Corporations frequently list a registered agent when
none has been appointea. The resulting
confusion results in a 20 percent rejection rate
of registrations because the registered agent
does not match the information on file.
Secondly, the bill removes the signature
requirement. Although a signature is requested if one is not provided, the document
will still be accepted, providing that other .
information matches the official records.
The fourth bill sent to the floor was S.F.
1767. The bill modifies provisions for the
organization and operation of corporations.
S.F. 1767, also sponsored by Finn, incorporates
recommendations of the business law section
of the Minnesota State Bar Association. Bert
Ranum, legislative coordinator for the business
law section, outlined the technical amendments incorporated in the bill.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), presented
S.F. 1692. The bill amends existing statutes
dealing with bonds for public contracts. The
provision, similar to the Mechanics Lien Law
in the private sector, requires the posting of a
bond whenever specific contracts are done for
public bodies. Attorney Dean Thompson,
spoke in support of the bill saying that it will
reduce litigation. The bill was laid over for
further discussion
Also laid over was S.F. 1971. Sponsored by
Reichgott Junge, the bill provides for application of workers compensation and unemployment laws to limited liability companies.
Limited liability companies, a hybrid of
corporations and partnerships, are currently
required to pay worker compensation and
unemployment compensation. S.F. 1971
exempts limited liability companies from these
laws. No action was taken on the bill.

Bills move forward
The Senate Judiciary Committee advanced
four bills at its meeting Wed., Mar. 9.
The committee, chaired by Ember Reichgott
Junge (DFL-New Hope), heard first from Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul). His bill, S.F.
1998, modifies the requirement for a name
change application. Presently, a petition must
be verified with affidavits confirming a
person's identity from two witnesses, and the
applicant must make a court appearance. The
bill eliminates the requirement for a court
appearance. S.F. 1998 was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee.
Reichgott Junge presented S.F. 1786, a bill
relating to partnerships. The bill, which stems
from research done by the Minnesota Bar
Association, provides for the registration and
operation of a new legal entity called a limited
liability partnership. Reichgott lunge explained that this type of genera partnership
protects the partners' personal assets from
liability for partnership debts and obligations.
Testifying in favor of the measure were
Carter Bishop, a lawyer and professor at
William Mitchell School of Law; John
Stephan, chairman of the Minnesota Bar
Committee on Limited Liability; and Thomas
Walsh, Minnesota Society of Certified Public
Accountants. The problem with partnerships,
Stephan explained, is that partners are equally
liable. Subsequently, people gravitate to the

corporation option, an entity that is frequently
not the best choice for small businesses. Walsh
said that the bill allows small operations,
especially start up businesses, to have a more
favorable option. The bill allows Minnesota
businesses to compete on equal footing with
other states. Thus far, approximately thirtyfive states have a vehicle similar to the one
proposed in Reichgott Junge's bill. S.F. 1786
was approved and re-referred to the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee.
S.P. 1692, authored by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), amends existing statutes
dealing with bonds for public contracts.
According to Betzold, the bill enacts a new
"public contractors performance and payment
bond act." Attorney Dean Thompson, of the
Minnesota Bar Association, said the bar
supports S.F.l692. The committee placed the
bill on the Consent Calendar.
The last bill presented, S.F. 1694, relates to
the civil commitment procedure. Also
sponsored by Betzold, the bill authorizes the
release of medical data on past intrusive
mental health treatment to a physician making
a decision with respect to prescribing and
administering intrusive mental health
treatment. The bill was re-referred to the
Health Care Committee.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
Regional appointments okayed
TIle Metropofitan and Local Government
Committee met Thurs., Mar. 3, to consider the
governor's appointments to three regional
governing boards, and recommended a number
of the appointments to the full Senate.
After reviewing the qualifications and
interviewing the appointees, the committee,
chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis
Park), most of the appointees to the Metropolitan Council, the Regional Transit Board
and the Metropolitan Transit Commission
were recommended for confirmation.
The committee recommended that 14
individuals appointed to the Metropolitan
Council be confirmed. They are Roger
Scherer, Bill Schreiber, MarySmith, Julius C.
Smith, Martha Head, Carol Kummer, David
Hartley, Patrick C. Leung, Esther Newcome, E.
Craig Morris, Diane Z. (Dede) Wolfson,
Stephen Wellington, Jr., Kevin Howe, and
Terrence F. Flower.
Six appointees to the Regional Transit
Board were also recommended for confirmation. They include Sally Evert, Sharon Feess,
Gary Humphrey, Michael Beard, Ruby Hunt
and Morgan Grant.
Four appointees were considered for the
Metropolitan Transit Commission. After
concerns were raised over management
decisions made by the board last year, the
committee recommended confirmation of
three members. The individuals recommended
for confirmation are Frank Snowden, Allyson
J. Hartle and Todd Paulson. The committee
did not recommend Robert Mairs for confirmation.
Several nominees were unable to attend and
are expected to be considered for confirmation
by the committee at a later meeting.

Reorganization comments heard
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee heard testimony on a proposal to
reorganize the Metropolitan Area governing
boards Mon., Mar. 7.

S.P. 2015, authored by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls.), establishes an elected 16member Metropo litan Council and transfers
the duties and obligations of the Regional
Transit Board (RTB), the Metropo litan
Transit Commission (MTC), and the
Metropo litan Waste Control Commission
(MWCC ) to the Metro Council and abolishes
the boards of those groups.
Dottie Reitow, chair of the Metro Council ,
said that while the bill and the Metro Council
are looking in the same direction, the council's
view is different. Contrary to the bill's
provisions, Reitow said that a separation
between planning and operating functions
should be maintained, that the operatio nal
organizations of MTC and MWCC should be
maintain ed and managed by a councilappointe d administrator, and that there should
be a full-time council chair. "A full-time chair
is needed to articulate the regional issues," she
said, "We need someone whose focus is on the
whole region, not just one area."
Tom Sather, MTC's chief administrator,
told the committ ee he believes an appointed,
rather than elected, board is more appropriate.
"Now we have an appointe d board that we
believe is closer to the people, to those who
use the transit system," he said. Flynn said
that she had envisioned there be an advisory
committ ee on mass transit under the new
organization. Sather commen ted that the
commission believes advisory groups are good,
"but they don't carry a hammer." "There
would be the concern whether that group
would have the authority and the ability to
respond to changin g needs," he said.
Louis Clark, chair of the MWCC , said that
while there is agreement with the proposal in
concept, there is also concern over three areas.
He suggested that the council's oversight be
strength ened tClJlrotect the existing bond
rating, that MWCC funds, which directly
support operations, not be transferred into
Metro Council accounts, and that the
commission's insurance would have to be
examined in light of the reorganization, since
MWCC is self-insured.
The committ ee also approved an author's
amendm ent to the bill, which included
language that prevents a municipality from
taking actions that conflict with a compreh ensive Metropo litan Area plan. Flynn said that
the provision helps to maintain "the big
picture." "When you allow zoning to supersede the comprehensive plan, municipalities
could arbitrarily zone and begin develop ment
without notifying surrounding municipalities
that adhere to the plan," she said.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Capita l equipm ent report heard

The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcom mittee on
Income and Sales Tax met Thurs., Mar. 3, to
revi8w the Capital Equipme nt Advisory
Council Report. The panel, chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgo tt Junge (DFL-New Hope),
discussed the report's recomm endation s on the
capital equipme nt sales taxes and heard
testimony on the issue.
The report is the result of a legislative
charge to study sales taxation of capital
equipme nt and report back to the legislature.
Chief among the recomm endation s is the
expansio n of the sales tax exempti on to
include replacem ent equipment, parts, and
accessories and the conversion of the refund to
an exempti on. A second recomm endation is
to exempt pollutio n control equipment. A
third recomm endation is to exempt contract or

purchased and installed equipment. The
fourth recomm endation is to exempt
manufacturer's purchases of computers,
peripheral equipme nt and software.
According to the report, if the recommendations are implemented, the loss in revenue
would amount to $168 million in FY 95, $166
million in FY 96 and $178 million in FY 97.
Thus, the reR0rt makes a series of recommendations to offset the revenue loss. The report
recommends that the state conform to the
federal individual and corporate income tax
changes adopted in 1993; that the state impose
restrictions on tax increme nt financing and
that it use the budget surplus to cover the
phase-in costs of expanding the exempti on.
Finally, the report made a general recommendati on that the Legislature and the
adminis tration explore options for exempti ng
business inputs from sales tax and broaden the
range of final consump tion purchases subject
to the sales tax.

Trust fund deficit discussed

The Taxes and Tax Law Subcom mittee on
Property Taxes met Tues., Mar. 8, to hear
testimony from local governm ent associations
regarding the Local Governm ent Trust Fund
(LGTF) deficit. The subcommittee, chaired
by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-MpIs.), discussed
the fund which was established in 1991 in
order to provide a stable source of property tax
relief funding from a portion of the revenue
generate d by the sales tax. The fund currently
has a shortfall.
Donald R. Diddams from the Association of
Minneso ta Countie s (AMC) told the
committ ee that there are alternatives for
balancin g the LGTF that do not require the
moving or cuts of programs funded from the
LGTF. Diddams agreed with testimony by a
representative of the Metropo litan InterCounty Association, Dana Frey, that the
County Social Services Act (CSSA) , a
program currently funded out of the LGTF,
should continue to be funded in the same
manner.
The League of Minneso ta Cities suggested
that the current surplus in the general fund be
used to correct the shortfall, since it is due to
legislative changes in the LGTF and excessive
expenditures. Gary Carlson, on behalf of the
league, stated that the renters refund was
another cause for the shortfall.
Timothy Flaherty, speaking for the
Coalitio n of Greater Minneso ta Cities,
suggested that since the LGTF is not function ing as intended, it should be repealed.
Another type of fundin~ source could be
establish, according to Flaherty. Flaherty also
stated that the CSSA should be paid out of
the general fund, not out of the LGFT.
Finally, the Association of Metropo litan
Municipalities, represented by Roger E.
Peterson, testified that the LGTF would be a
viable source of property tax relief if it were
connect ed to a stable source of funding.
Currently, according to Peterson, the funding
is not tied to a stable source of revenue. The
subcommittee will meet again to discuss
specifics on making up the shortfall and the
future of the LGTF.

Finge rhut bill approved

The Taxes and Tax Laws Commit tee met
Weds., Mar. 9, to hear testimony on two bills.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook), listened to presentations on S.P. 2073 and S.F. 2030.
S.P. 2073, authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul), was approved and sent to the

Consent Calendar. The bill, requested by the
Dept. of Revenue, contains technica l corrections to current tax laws and administrative
practices. According to Pappas, the bill has no
revenue impact.
A bill encouraging the Fingerhut Corporation to build and operate a new shipping and
packaging facility in St. Cloud was presente d
by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
and Sen. Joanne Benson OR-St. Cloud).
According to Bertram, the bill authorizes the
St. Cloud Housing and Redevel opment
Authori ty (HRA) to establish an econom ic
tax increme nt financing district that is be
subject to special rules and exempt from
several of the requirements that otherwise
apply to tax increme nt financin~ projects.
Sen. Ember Reichgo ttlunge (DFL-New
Hope) stated that the bil contains unprecedented develop ment action, including the use
of tax increme nt financing on the construction of a building and the unusual duration of
25 years for the tax increment. Reichgo tt
offered an amendm ent that makes the
develop ment package similar to usual
incentives. According to Reichgo tt, the
amendm ent grants Fingerhut a $13 million tax
exemption. The amendm ent failed..
Lee Willering, director of engineering and
facilities for Fingerhut, testified that the
company received an offer from Kansas City
but prefers to open a new facility in St. Cloud.
According to Willering, the new facility will
create 400 new jobs. The bill was approved by
the committ ee and sent to the Senate floor.

Trans porta tion and Publi c
Trans it
Mn/D OT building proposals heard

The Transpo rtation and Public Transit
Finance Division, chaired by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), reviewed the Dept.
of Transpo rtation's $12.8 million funding
request for building projects at a Fri., Mar. 4,
meeting. Ed Cahoon, deputy commissioner,
outlined the requested allocations from the
trunk highway fund. They include $365,000
for fire sprinkler systems at mainten ance
headquarters in Virginia, Owaton na and
Windom ; $1 million for chemical/salt storage
buildings in 36 locations around the state;
$886,000 for construc tion of a new truck
enforcem ent site/weigh scale in Albert Lea;
and $897,000 for building a joint mainten ance
facility shared by Mn/DOT , McLeod County
and the city of Hutchin son. The Dept's
request also includes $5.4 million for replacement of the Maplewood truck station with a
new Maryland Avenue truck station in St.
Paul; $355,000 for construc tion of a welding
shop addition in the Detroit Lakes welding
shop; $302,000 for crew room additions at
three locations; $359,000 for replacem ent of
the Tracy truck station; $435,000 for an
equipme nt storage building in Golden Valley;
$527,000 for replacement of the Wadena truck
station; $174,000 for an addition to the
Preston truck station; $200,000 for construction of five safety rest areas; $250,000 for land
acquisitions at six sites; $371,000 for design
fees for six projects; $611,000 for pole storage
buildings; $150,000 for asbestos removal;
$259,000 for an addition to the Carlton Truck
Station; and $255,000 for an addition to the
Sauk Center Truck Station.

Person al transit services

The Transpo rtation and Public Transit
Commit tee met Tues., Mar. 8, and reconsidered S.F. 1816, amending and eliminat ing the
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repeal of regulations related to personal
transportation service providers. The
committee heard testimony from taxi industry
representatives, who said that the bill allows
personal transportation providers to duplicate
the services of taxis while charging less than
taxis and circumventing local regulations
governing taxis. The owner of one small taxi
company said that if the bill is enacted, he will
switch to providing personal transportation
services because by doing so, he would no
longer have to follow Minneapolis regulations.
The bill's author, Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township), said that personal transportation
services is a niche market and is adequately
distinguished from taxicab service by the
stipulation that it be prearranged. After
discussion, the committee, chaired by Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
approved the bill and sent it,to the
committee's finance division.
The Senators then turned to S.F. 1762,
sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
designating a day as Minnesota School Bus
Driver Day. Sams said that while the bill calls
for the day to be the third Monday of January,
another daLmay be chosen because that day is
a holiday. The committee approved the bill
and forwarded it to the Consent Calendar.
Last, the committee approved S.P. 2022,
sponsored by Sen. Joanne Benson OR-St.
Cloud}, designating the bridge over the
Mississip~i River at St. Cloud the Missing
Children s Bridge of Hope. The bill now goes
to the Consent Calendar.

High speed rail study okayed
The Tues., Mar. 9, meeting of the Transportation and Public Transit Finance Division
was highlighted by a discussion of a proposed
high speed rail line between Chicago and
Minneapolis. A proposal for a study, undertaken jointly with the state of Wisconsin and
the U.S. DOT, to develop a corridor master
plan for a high speed rail link, was presented
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) and Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester}. Morse and
Kiscaden said that the proposed rail link could
carry passengers between the two cities at
speeds of 125 m.p.h., 185 m.p.h. or 300 m.p.h.,
depending on the technology chosen for the
rail line. Kiscaden said that studies have
shown an increase in ridership for the higher
speed technology. She said that the rail lines
are envisioned as a complement to air travel
between destinations less than 500 miles apart.
The division, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), approved a bill, S.P. 875, that
authorizes an appropriation of $730,000 for
the study. However, according to an amendment proposed by Morse, the appropriation is
contingent upon the state of Wisconsin paying
$500,000 and receipt of federal matching
funds for the study. The measure is to be
included in the omnibus bill being developed
by the division, Langseth said.
In other action, the division concluded the
review of the Dept. of Transportation's capital
budget presentation. Deputy Commissioner
Ed Cohoon, outlined three final areas for
projects funded through bond sales. Cohoon
said that the governor's requests include
providing funds for local bridge replacement
and rehabilitation, providing local matching
funds for federal demonstration projects and
providing funds for the completion of the
Bloomington Ferry Bridge. Cohoon said that
$30 million of additional bonding authority
per year is needed to permit state assistance for
bridge replacement or rehabilitation and to
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avoid the loss of federal bridge replacement
funds. Cohoon also said that $3.639 million is
needed for the state and local share to match
or supplement federal funding of two specific
demonstration projects. The governor's
.
proposal recommends a partial funding level of
$1.819 with the balance to be financed by the
local units of government. Finally, Cohoon
said that $7.631 million is needed to complete
work on the Bloomington Ferry Bridge.

1,394 extra lane use proposed
A bill to open up one extra lane in each
direction on a frequently congested stretch of
1-394 in Minneapolis was heard by the
Transportation and Public Transit Committee
Wed., Mar. 9. S.F. 1673, sponsored by Sen.
Gen Olson OR-Minnetrista}, opens up a 330foot segment of already-paved road surface
between 1-494 and the Hawthorne interchange. Olson said that opening the lanes,
which are now painted to prevent cars from
driving in them, does not eliminate the traffic
difficulties in the area, but would improve
them. Current law limits 1-394 to three lanes
in each direction.
Testifying against the bill, Brad Johnson,
president of the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood
Association, said that opening the lanes
undermines the trust that was established
between Mn/DOT, the Legislature, and the
neighborhood in establishing the current sixlane limitation. Johnson said the neighborhood opposes opening the lanes because the
noise levels in the neighborhood have already
exceeded the state's limits for the past three
years. Johnson said that traffic bottlenecks on
the highway are caused by structural problems,
such as the Lowry Tunne. After discussion,
the committee laid the bill over.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), also
considered S.P. 1910, sponsored by Sen.
Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan). The bill
requires contractors operating auto emissions
testing stations to offer motor vehicle
registration renewal and license plates.
Wiener said that "one-stop" shopping makes
sense for busy motorists, who now have to go
to the emissions station for testing and to a
deputy registrar's office for registration, tabs
and plates.
Representatives from the Minnesota Deputy
Registrar Association said that the bill may
have the unintended effect of reducing service
to consumers by forcing current Deputy
Registrars to close and creating lines at testing
stations. The committee took no action on
the bill.
S.P. 1774, permitting rural mail carriers to
use white flashing strobe lights on their
vehicles was also discussed. Two rural mail
carriers testified that the conditions of
delivering mail in rural areas create lifethreatening situations for mail carriers and
that the strobe lights are needed to give other
motorists advanced warning of their presence.
Major Glenn Gramse, State Highway Patrol,
said that expanding the use of the white strobe
lights, which are already authorized for use on
emergency vehicles and snow plows, could
have the opposite of the intended effect
because as use of the lights is increased,
motorists quickly learn to disregard them.
Gramse pointed out that the mail carriers
already can use high-mounted yellow flashing
lights. Time restraints prevented further
discussion of the issue and
S.F. 1774, authored by Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake), was laid over until a future
meeting.

Veterans and General
Legislation
Appointments approved
Members of the Veterans and General
Legislation Committee, chaired by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), met Tues., Mar. 8, to
consider several gubernatorial appointments.
The panel voted to recommend confirmation
of the appointments of Harvey C. Aaron,
M.D., Robert Hansen, Susan Kiley, Stephen J.
O'Connor and Michaw Ohnstad to the
Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors. In addition, the panel also recommended
confirmation of Caroline Baillon, Robert E.
Powless and Stephen George Shank to the
Minnesota State Arts Board.

Floor Action
Rule repeal bill gains
A bill that repeals numerous state agency
rules was given preliminary approval on the
General Orders Calendar at the Mon., Mar. 7,
session of the Senate. S.F. 1894, authored by
Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro}, repeals
obsolete rules and removes statutory references
to repealed rules. According to Benson, the
rules to be repealed were selected by the
agencies because the rules were either totally
obsolete, or had been superseded by state or
federal law, or are no longer applicable because
of other changes.
In other action, Senators granted final
passage to two bills on the Senate Calendar
and to two bills on the Consent Calendar.
S.P. 1806, authored by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), allows certified clinical
specialists in psychiatric or mental health
nursing to prescribe and administer drugs. S.P.
1744, authored by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFLTracy), allows the city of Lakefield to expand
its public utilities commission to five members.
Both S.F. 1806 and S.F. 1744 were given final
passage on the Senate Calendar. A third bill,
S.F. 1712, authored by Sen. Dean Johnson
OR-Willmar}, providing for financial audits in
towns that have combined the treasurer and
clerk positions and have annual revenues of
$100,000 or more, was returned to the General
Orders Calendar.
S.F. 1651, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), requires publicly owned
or leased motor vehicles to be identified. S.F.
1473, authored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley), makes noncontroversial changes in
the civil commitment laws concerning the
petition and prepetition procedures. Both
measures were granted final passage on the
Consent Calendar.
Members also held a brief floor session
Weds., Mar. 9, in order to process bill
introductions and to facilitate the movement
of bills from one committee to another.

900 number phone issue debated
A bill specifying that telephone customers
do not have pay for unauthorized calls made by
minors and vulnerable adults to 900 and 976
numbers sparked heated debate at the Thurs"
Mar. 10, floor session. The measure, S.F. 819,
authored by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch), prohibits collection of charges for
information services as if they were charges for
telephone services. Johnson said that the
measure provides additional tools to drive
pornographic telephone services out of
business. An amendment, offered by Johnson,

specifies that the bill does not apply to
international calls, prohibits the businesses
from issuing personal identification numbers
and requires telephone companies to inform
customers of call blocking services. Johnson
said that the telephone companies requested
the amendment because many of the suspect
services have started to base their operations
outside the country. Opposition to the
amendment and to the bill centered on two
arguments. Sen. David Knutson (IRBurnsville) argued that the problem is best
handled at the federal level because federal
regulations are more applicable. Sen. Patrick
McGowan (IR-Maple Grove) and Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (IR-Edina) argued that the bill
allows parents to avoid responsibility for their
children's actions. Johnson responded that
the measure does not impose undue burdens
on local telephone companies and that the
measure is designed to complement federal
law. In addition, Johnson said that the bill
does not relieve parents of responsibility but is
focused instead on pressuring the pornographic
services. After considerable debate the
amendment was adopted and the bill given
preliminaryapprova on a vote of 43-18.
A number of other measures were given
preliminary approval on the General Orders
Calendar during the course of the Thurs., Mar.
10, floor session. S.F. 1712, authored by Sen.
Dean Johnson OR-Willmar), provides for
annual finance audits in towns that have
combined the treasurer and clerk positions and

have an annual revenue of more than
$100,000. Sen. Phil Riveness (DFLBloomington) successfully amended the bill to
require that towns with revenue of $100,000
or less have audits every four years. S.F. 1846,
authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
makes numerous noncontroversial technical
and clarifying changes to the laws regulating
banks and other financial institutions. S.F.
1709, authored by Riveness, removes the cap
of $5.5 million that applies to the property tax
targeting program for taxes lJ<lyable in 1994.
S.F. 844, sponsored by Sen. William Luther
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), requires public
employers to grant time off to appointed
representatives of an exclusive representative
of any Minnesota public employer. S.F. 1421,
carried by Sen. Jonn Hottinger (DFLMankato), corrects erroneous, ambiguous,
obsolete, redundant, conflicting and superseded rules.
Members of the Senate also granted final
passage to a bill on the Senate Calendar. The
measure, S.F. 1894, also deals with obsolete
rules. The bill, carried by Sen. Duane Benson
OR-Lanesboro), repeals a variety of obsolete
rules suggested for repeal by state agencies.
Finally, Senators granted final passage to
four measures on the Consent Calendar. S.F.
1660, authored by Hottinger, enacts the
Uniform Conflict of Laws-Limitations Act by
providing a mechanism for resolution of
statues of limitations conflicts between laws of
different states. S.F. 1752, carried by Sen. Jim

Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), designates a highway
the Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Highway.
S.F. 2081, sponsored by Deanna Wiener (DFLEagan), makes a number of changes in the
Open Appointments Act. The measure
broadens the Open Appointments Act and
authorizes the secretary of state to collect data
regarding appointments to multimember
agencies by electronic means and requires
multimember agencies to register with the
secretary of state. S.F. 1898, also authored by
Wiener, requires all health plans to provide
coverage for equipment and supplies for the
management and treatment of diabetes.
Another bill on the Consent Calendar, S.F.
1699, adopting the square dance as the
American Folk Dance of Minnesota, was
moved to the bottom of the General Orders
Calendar for discussion at a later date. The
measure is authored by Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake).

Call.. in program aired
Senate Media Services offers a live, call-in
television program weekdays from 4 to 5 p.m.
Each day, two legislators answer viewers'
questions regarding pending legislation and
current issues.
The program is broadcast on cable channel
6 in the Metro Area and cable channels in
several Greater Minnesota cities, including
Duluth, Rochester, St. Cloud, Cannon Falls,
Owatonna, Thief River Falls, Little Falls, and
Hibbing. Check you local television listings.

•
The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, March 14
Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
8 a.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 251-Chmielewski: Rock, gem
and mineral interpretive center. S.F. 1824Chmielewski: Capital improvements at Kettle
River. S.F. 1710-Murphy: Combined sewer
overflow grants to the City of Red Wing. S.F.
1719-Benson, D.D.: Trail between Lk Louise
and City of LeRoy. S.F.1937-Novak:
Laurentian Environmental Learning Center.
S.F. 2140-Cohen: Appropriating money for
the Science Museum. S.P. 2187-Neuville:
Appropriating money for Sakatah Singing
Hills State Trail. S.P. 2254-Luther:
Appropriating money for the state's
commitment to scenic easement acquisition
under the federal Lower St. Croix River Act of
1972.

The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.
.:. Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1948-Berg: Providing for family
farm limited liability companies and

authorized farm limited liability companies.
S.F. 1949-Berg: Removing limitations on
ownership and use of agricultural lands by
limited liability companies. S.P. 2038-Stumpf:
Modifying certain provisions relating to wheat
and barley promotion orders and the payment
and refund of checkoff fees. S.F. 1970-Stumpf:
Appropriating money for wheat scab research
and soybean improvement research. S.F.
1999-Benson, D.: Changing certain pesticide
posting requirements. S.F. 1813-Bertram:
Regulating the dissemination of false and
defamatory statements about certain
agricultural products and producers. S.P.
1857-Sams: Extending the agricultural
homestead provisions of a relative to the father
or mother. S.F. 1945-Morse: Changing the
membership of the public facilities authority;
increasing the authority's bonding authority.

Joint Crime Prevention and
Judiciary Subcommittee on
Privacy
Chairs: Sen. Jane Ranum and Sen. Skip Finn
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Bills held over from March 10
meeting.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 State Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1885-Kelly: Crime information
reward fund. S.F. 2163-Kelly: Intensive
community supervision. S.F.2387-Spear:
Omnibus DOC bill.

Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Carl Kroening

Commerce and Consumer
Protection Committee
Chair: Sen. Sam Solon
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 1821-Metzen: Alcoholic
beverage brand label registration requirement.
S.F. 1847-Solon: Mortgage payment services
regulation. S.F. 1848-Solon: Omnibus real
estate bill. S.F. 20n-Mondale: Labeling
requirements for salvaged food and licensing
salvaged food distributors.

2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Supplemental Budget for Commerce
Dept., Housing Finance Agency, Dept. of
Labor and Industry and the Labor Interpretive
Center.

Metropolitan and Local
Government Committee
Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2205-Johnson, D.J.: Duluth
Convention Center.

13

S.F.2262-Sams: Removing notice
requirements for emergency on-site inspections
by town boards. S.F.2241-Pogemiller:
Minneapolis; clarifying the procedures that
may be used in assessing special assessments.
S.F. 2155-Hottinger: Transportation;
bonding, abolishing requirement that
electorate approve bonds in excess of tax
limitations for airports and authorizing
issuance 60 percent vote of governing body.
S.F.2157-Hottinger: Local government aids;
providing for city aid for calendar year 1994
and thereafter. S.F. 2232-Pappas: Counties;
filling by appointment of certain offices
previously elective. S.F.2052-Janezich: St.
Louis County; assigning former town of Payne
to the 7th commissioner district.

Joint Family Services and
Judiciary Committees
Chairs: Sen. Pat Piper and
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2129-Piper: Adoption bill. S.F.
1735-Betzold: Adoption and foster care
modifications. S.F. 2355-Kiscaden: DHS
adoption bill.

Judiciary Subcommittee on
Family Law
Chair: Sen. Don Betzold
8 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1662-Piper: Interstate Child
Support Act. S.F. 1828-Knutson: Modifying
provisions relating to paternity. S.F. 1895Kiscaden: Factors in child's best interest. S.F.
1997-Cohen: Postnuptial contracts. S.F.
20I4-Cohen: Clarifying child support. S.F.
2160-Reichgott Junge: Supreme Court pilot
program for family law education.

Tuesday, March 15
Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Strategic plan for locating state
agencies. Testimony from the Dept. of
Administration.

Transportation and Public
Transit Committee

record of coded license plates following plate
impoundment. S.F. 1967-Pappas: Allowing
commissioner of public safety to determine
driver's test taken for license reinstatement.

Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2054-Morse: DNR personnel
working on certain projects. S.F. 1858Benson D.D.: Authorizing the commissioner
to sell lands in the Gordy Yeager wildlife
management area in Olmsted Co. S.F. 1928Stumpf: Collector snowmobiles license. S.F.
XXX-Merriam: Stamps and surcharges.
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Chair: Sen. Sam Solon
2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2192-Berglin: MinnesotaCare
bill testimony.

·:·.Environment and Natural
Resources Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of hearing on S.F.
1706-Novak: Prairie Island legislation.

Transportation and Public
Transit Finance Division

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

2 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Supplemental Budget Request, Dept.
of Public Safety. S.F. 20U-Luther: Providing
for disposition of unrefunded gasoline tax
attributable to off-highway motorcycle use.
S.F. 2178-Pappas: Exempting certain transit
providers from payment of gasoline excise tax.
S.F. 1802-Murphy: Changing eligibility
requirements for distribution of funds from the
town road account.

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F.2086-Piper: P.A. nurse
practitioners to dispense sample drugs. S.F.
2068-Berglin: Nursing home moratorium
criteria. S.F. 1763: Nursing home efficiency
incentives. S.F. 1873-Berglin: Community
mental health centers. S.F. 1849-Piper:
Health-related licensing boards may establish a
program to protect the public.

Higher Education Division
Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Telecommunications and
information technology.

.:. Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of S.F.-1777: Benson,
D.: Workers compensation.

Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of Thursday, March 10
agenda. S.F. 20I5-Flynn: Metropolitan
Reorganization Act of 1994, Article 1. S.F.
943-Marty: Ethical Practices Board
Recommendations.

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewski
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1774-Hanson: Permitting white
strobe lights on rural mail carriers. S.F. 2101Hottinger: Requiring graduation or satisfactory
attendance in school for juvenile to possess
drivers'license. S.F.2111-Reichgott:
Prohibiting issuance of a drivers license unless
a person has graduated from or is attending a
secondary school. S.F. 1966-Langseth:
Requiring Head Start transportation to be by
school bus and requiring seat belts for
commercial motor vehicles. S.F. 1990Vickerman: Taxing commuter vans as buses
for vehicle registration purposes and
regulating personalized, ready reserve,
collegiate, and drive-away in transit license
plates. S.F. 2260-Johnston: Public Safety
technical changes regarding issuance and

Commerce and Consumer
Protection Committee

Family Services Committee

Rules and Administration Audit
Subcommittee
Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: Final report on diagnostic evaluation
of Senate by Grant Thornton.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Subcommittee on Property Tax
Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2391-Belanger: Levy limit
repeal. S.F. 2173-Hottinger: Tax Increment
Financing legislation. S.F. 2174- Berglin. S.F.
2268-Bertram. S.F. 2299-Langseth.

Wednesday, March 16
Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1803-Johnson, D.E.: Capital
improvements appropriations bill.

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of adoption legislation.

.:. Transportation and Public
Transit Committee
Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewsl<i

Veterans and General Legislation
Committee
Chair: Sen. Jim Vic/wrman
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 864-Mondale: Establishing a
low-cost spaying and neutering program for
companion animals. S.F. 1718-Benson, D.D:
Appropriating money for Mower County to
acquire the historic Grand Meadow chert
quarry. S.F. 1962-Mondale: Hopkins
performing arts center grant.

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1856-Lessard: Providing that
the statutory procedure for tree removal does
not apply to trees removed from town roads
dedicated by plat. S.F. 1832-Bertram:
Authorizing immediate towing after 12 hours
advance notice of resticted parking in cities
under 50,000. S.F. 1833-Bertram: Increasing
single wheel weight limitation for certain
roads. S.F. 1981-Vickerman: Authorizing rail
carriers to participate in loan guarantee
program. S.F. 2303-Pappas: Requiring persons

age 55 or over to complete a refresher course
in accident prevention in order to remain
eligible for a reduction in private passenger
vehicle insurance rates. S.F. 1896-Pappas:
State Transportation plan; prohibiting federal
block grant funds from being spent on trunk
highways unless ancillary to public transit
facilities.

.:. Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F.2206-Pogemiller. Technical
changes in education programs. S.F. 1798Robertson. Part H, special ed early childhood
intervention. S.F. 1790-0Ison. Department
of Education policy legislation. S.F. 1994Betzold. Revenue for programs for at-risk
students.

Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1849-Piper: Health related
licensing boards may establish a program to
protect the public. S.F. 2312-Berglin:
Community health clinics--increases MA
(Faribault and Cambridge). S.F. 2193-Morse:
Drinking water revolving fund. S.F. 1930Betzold: Department of Human Services
technical bill. S.P. 1931-Betzold: Minnesota
Department of Health technical and
housekeeping bill.

The Senate will meet at 11 :45 a.m.
Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee
Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2168-Bertram: Providing an
interest buy-down program for farmers and
small businesses; creating a program of farm
disaster property tax relief payments. S.F.
1609-Sams: Mandating studies of effects of
earth as conductor of electricity, stray voltage,
and electromagnetic fields; providing
complaint procedure and remedies. S.F. 1975Sams: Providing for uniformity of certain food
laws with federal regulations.

•:. Commerce and Consumer
Protection Committee
Chair: Sen. Sam Solon
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2192-Berglin: MinnesotaCare
bill; amendments and discussion.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1971-Reichgott Junge: Limited
liability companies; workers compo and
unemployment law. S.F. 1989-Murphy:
Workers' compensation; exclusion of limited
liability companies. S.F. 2040-Berglin:
Clarifying pension plan obligations. Adoption
bills reported from Family Services. Bills
reported from Family Law Subcommittee.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1593-Ranum: Eliminating
certain prostitution defenses. S.F. 1725Berglin: Race Bias Task Force bill. S.F. 1759Betzold: Mental health training for
corrections personnel. S.F. 1835-Bertram:
Inmate medical procedures. S.P. 2156Hottinger: Peace officer authority to transport
truants.

Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
2 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of S.F. 1133-Morse:
Establishing an environmental cleanup
program for landfills.

Legislative Commission on
Pensions and Retirement
Chairs: Sen. Steven Morse and
Rep. Mindy Greiling
2 p.m. Room 400N SOB
Agenda: S.F. 2169-Sams: Police state aid - use
of portion of excess aid to fund ambulance
longevity award plan. S.F. 217l-Moe: Fire
state aid - inclusion of Red Lake Indian
Reservation in aid. S.F. 1771-Finn: Judges
plan - optional annuity calculation subsidy.
S.F. 1860-Riveness: IRAP - administrative
bill. S.F. 1906-Metzen: MSRS Correctionalplan membership expansion. S.P. 1908-Morse:
Various plans - correction of 1993 early
retirement incentive program omissions.

Metropolitan and Local
Government Committee
Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins

S.F. 2197-Pogemiller: Legislative boundaries;
S.F. 2199-Pogemiller: Congressional district
boundaries; S.F. 2297-Pogemiller: Precinct
boundaries.

Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
7 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2043-Sams: Requires dentists to
participate in state care programs, expands MA
coverage ofdental services, increases MA rates
for dental. S.F. 2005-Sams: Board of
Dentistry. S.P. 1977-Piper: Infant mortality
study.

Thursday, March 17
.:. The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.
Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Any bills carried over from previous
agendas. S.F. 1892-Sams: Clarifying standards
for payment rates for developmental
achievement centers. S.F.2130-Berglin:
Health insurance counseling. S.F.2077Samuelson: Efficiency incentives, increase for
ICFMR. S.F.2134-Spear: Group residential
housing-Hennepin County.

Higher Education Division
Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Higher Education Board reports.
Allocations.

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Higher Education Division
Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

.:. Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty

4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Co-located campuses report and
budget items.

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 493-Johnson, D.E.: Term limits.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Subcommittee on Income and
Sales Tax

Veterans and General Legislation
Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1786-Reichgott Junge: Limited
liability partnerships. S.F. 2004-Johnson, D.J.:
City of Two Harbors; use oflodging tax for
additional puposes. S.F. 207l-Pappas: Dept. of
Revenue; providing for coordination of sales
tax schedules for the state and city of St. P8,ul.

Education Finance Division

Chair: Sen. Jim Vickerman
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 State Capitol
Agenda: S.F.2242-Ranum: Escape from
electronic monitoring. S.F.2270-Ranum:
Crimes against children. S.F.2371-Anderson:
Female genital mutilation.

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
6 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. John Marty
7 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Continuation of previous agenda;

Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Carl Kroening
2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Supplemental Budget for Minnesota
Technology Inc., the Dept. of Jobs and
Training, and the Dept. of Public Services.
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Metropolitan and Local
Government Committee
Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 pm Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1909-Price: Requiring cities
and counties to adopt ordinances complying
with PCA rules regarding individual sewage
treatment systems. S.F. 2220-Price: Relating
to water; providing for duties of the Legislative
Water Commission; etc. S.F. 1956Vickerman: Lewis and Clark rural water
system.

Legislative Commission on
Pensions and Retirement
Chairs: Sen. Steven Morse and
Rep. Mindy Greiling
6:30 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2251-Solon: First class city
teachers - administrative and other changes.
S.F. 2288-Stumpf: Major funds administrative and other changes. S.F. 2316Metzen: SBI - various fund management
modifications. S.F. 2276-Pogemiller: PERAP&F - addition of Hennepin County
paramedics. S.F. 2060-Solon: Duluth Fire definition of salary for service pension
calculation purposes. S.F. 2250-Metzen:
PERA - modification of optional annuity for
certain retiree. S.F. 2300-Langseth: TRA inclusion of additional person in 1993 early
retirement incentive. Study of first class city
teacher retirement fund associations phase-out
or consolidation option.

Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
7 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1870-Spear: Victim notice of
offender's release. S.F. 1961-Merriam: DWI
repeat offender penalties and procedures. S.F.

printed on 100% recycled paper, 10% post-consumer

2019-Beckman: DWI alcohol monitoring
pilot. S.F. 2074-Johnson, J.B.: DWI alcohol
monitoring pilot. S.F.2227-Finn: Crime
victim and witness rights and procedures. S.F.
2228-Finn: Crime victim ombudsman powers.
S.F. 2392-Reichgott Junge: Missing and
endangered children; pretrial bail evaluation.

Legislative Commission on
Minnesota Resources
Chair: Rep. Phyllis Kahn
7 p.m. Room 5 SOB
Agenda: Discuss post peer review for 1991
funded research projects conducted Jan. 27
and 28, 1994 and staff recommendations for
legislative changes. Consider quarterly report
on administrative budget. Discuss review of
1991 final status reports and 1993 first quarter
status reports. Consider status report on Dept.
of Natural Resources bonding workprogram
and various workprogram amendments.
Consider proposed quarterly workprogram
amendment approval for RIM critical habitat
match $172,604 from bonding and $342,145
from trust fund appropriations. Consider
approval of workprogram for St. Louis River
plan implementation and land acquisition.
Consider recommendation to 1994 Legislature
authorizing an extension of the time the
appropriation is available fQr land and water
resource management for the Lower St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway. Dept. of
Transportation presentation of the current
status of the ISTEA program.

Friday, March 18

Transportation Service. S.F. 1807-Stumpf:
Authorizing special license plates for vehicles
owned by volunteer ambulance drivers. S.F.
2278-Chmielewski: Establishing state patrol
motor vehicle account. S.F. 2006-Chielewski:
Establishing pennit system for alternate fuel
vehicles.

Education Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

.:. Environment and Natural
Resources Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1841-Piper: State trails. S.F.
1904-Benson, 0.0.: Making additions to state
trail system. S.F. 2023-Dille: Genetically
engineered organisms. S.F. 2235-Lessard:
Mississippi headwaters area.

Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott}unge
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1793-Samuelson: Registration
by title in cases of termination of a land
contract. S.F. 2094-Krentz: Guardians ad
litem. S.F. 2112-Reichgott Junge: Civil cause
for persons coerced into prostitution. S.F.
2177-Spear: Liability provisions for child
abuse investigations. Bills re-referred from
other committees.

Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division
Chair: Senator Steven Morse

Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Transportation and Public
Transit Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1816-Krentz: Personal

3 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1730-Johnson, D.E.: City of
Morton advances and loan forgiveness. S.P.
1851-Finn: Citizens lake monitoring. S.F.
1964-Beckman: Appropriating money to
Eagle Lake for sewer system. S.F. 2050Johnson, J.B.: Management of solid wastej
indemnify generators of waste.
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Ethics bill advances
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mmlttee u
Agriculture and Rural
Development
Miscellaneous bills passed
The Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee, chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-Paynesville), met Mon., Mar. 14, to
hear eight bills.
S.F. 1999, authored by Sen. Duane Benson
OR-Lanesboro), removes the requirement
that areas be posted when pesticides are
applied when the label corresponding to that
Rroduct specifies time for human reentry to
that area. The bill, said Benson, requires
posting according to label requirements as
specified by federal law and should simplify
the posting law. The proposal was aprroved
and sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1970, authored by LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Thief River Falls), appropriates funds
to the commissioner of agriculture for wheat
scab and soybean research. The wheat scab
appropriation) according to Stumpf, will be
used to provide grants to the U of M for
researcIl directed at the problems of wheat
scab and vomitoxin. TIle bill was,approved
and sent to the Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division.
S.F. 2038, authored by Stump~ modifies
provisions relating to wheat and barley
promotion orders and establishes the
payment of a refund checkoff fee. S.F. 2038
was "PProved and sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1813, authored by Bertram, encourages
the release of accurate information relating to
agricultural products and producers. Bertram
said the proposal is designed to make it illegal
to disseminate false or defamatory statements
about agricultural products. The bill was
approved and sent to the Judiciary Committee.
S.F. 1857, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-StaRles), extends the agricultural
homestead provisions currently under law to
a father or mother living on a relative's
propernr. The bill was approved and referred
to the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
S.P. 1945, authored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota) provides for a change in the
membership the Public Facilities Authority
and increases the body's bonding authority.
Morse said that the bill is essentially a pilot
program focusing on the Minnesota River
Valley. The bill was approved and sent to the
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.
.
The committee reconvened Mon. evening,
Mar. 14, to discuss two bills presented by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio).
S.F. 1948 provides for family farm limited
liability companies and authorized farm
limited liability companies, and removes
limits on the number of shareholders or
.partners for authorized farm c0tP.9rations and
partnerships. An amendment offered by Sen.
Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) changes the 51
Rercent requirement of ownership for farmer
shareholders to 66 and 2/3 percent for swine
operations and also removes the limit of five
shareholders. The amendment was adopted.
Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel) proposed an
amendment changing Vickerman's language
from swine operations to livestock operations.
Dille's proposal excludes dairy farmers. The
amendment was also adopted. S.F. 1948 was
approved by the committee and re-referred to
the Judiciary Committee.
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Flood relief approved
Three bills were put before the Agriculture
and Rural Development Committee Wed.,

2

Mar. 16. The committee, chaired by Sen. Joe
Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), heard
proposals on a potato growing area, stray
voltage, and flood relief.
Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine)
presented S.F. 2283, a bill expandin~a
restricted seed potato growing area. The bill
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.
Bertram presented the final version of a
state flood relief bill. According to Bertram,
S.F. 2168 has been scaled back nearly $38
million to meet with the governor's recommendation. The bill translates to $12 million
for relief to areas adversely affected by the
flood of 1993. Bertram presented eleven
Q!ograms that will receive relief funds.
Those areas are: a matching fund federal
emergency management program, a job
creation program, wheat scab research, a farm
advocates fund, six agricultural resource
centers, a legal assistance to farmers fund, a
farm financial advocacy and training
program, a small business disaster revolving
fund an ethanol production facilities
revolving fund, an Agricultural Utilization
Researcn Institute fund, and a dairy litigation
fund. The proposal was approved by the
committee and referred to the Environment
and Natural Resources Committee.
Brief testimony was heard on S.F. 1609,
authored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples).
David LueI<:y, a farmer and representative o(
the Electromagnetic Research Foundation
(TURF), explained to the committee that a
serious stray voltage problem exists in
Minnesota because the earth is used as a
ground for electricity carrying systems. Lucky
testified that many dairy farmers have
experienced a decline in dairy cow productivity due to stray voltage and that dairy farmers
need the initiative in the bill to begin
researching the problem and the effects on
animals. Sams said the bill is designed to set
up task force to study and researcn stray
voltage. S.F. 1609 was laid over.

Stray voltage moves forward
In a Wed., Mar. 16, evening meeting of the
Agriculture and Rural Development Committee, chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-Paynesville), S.F. 1975 and S.F. 1609
were discussed.
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) presented
S.P. 1975, relating to the National Labeling
and Education Act. The bill, according to
Sams, adopts the act's standards and brings
Minnesota into compliance with federal law.
Sams reported that no implementation costs
to the state are involved with the passage of
the bill. S.P. 1975 was approved and sent to
the Senate floor.
The committee also completed work on
S.F. 1609, authored by Sams. The proposal
establishes a task force to look into stray
voltage and its effects on farm animals. Sams
stated that many dairy farmers notice
abnormal behavior and underproduction in
their cows that is related to stray voltage.
The bill was approved and re-referred to the
Jobs, Energy, and Community Development
Committee.

Commerce and Consumer
Protection
Salvaged food labeling advances
A bill requiring labeling for food salvaged
from fires, floods, and other disasters cleared
the Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee Mon., Mar. 14. Under S.P. 2072,
sponsored by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St.

Louis Park), salvaged food must be clearly
labeled as salvaged, and stores selling the food
must inform customers by posting signs. The
bill also establishes licensing and recordkeeping for salvage food distributors. The
measure also requires eating establishments to
clearly identify menu items that contain
salvaged food. After a brief explanation of
the bill from Dept. of Agriculture representatives, S.F. 2072 was approved and re-referred
to the Finance Committee.
The committee also heard S.F. 1821, a bill
expanding the category of liquor brand labels
that may be registered only by the brand
owner or an authorized agent of the owner.
Under the bill, hard liquor is included in the
registration restriction. Current law extends
the restriction only to beer and wine. The
bill's sponsor, Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South
St. Paul), said that "Minnesota's consumers
should be provided the protections already
extended to wine and beer."
After hearing testimony, the committee,
chaired by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
voted on the bill, defeating it on a 7-4 show
of hands.

Mortgage payment services
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee approved S.F. 1847, a bill
regulating mortgage payment services, at the
Tues., Mar. 15, meeting. The bill, sponsored
by Sen. Sam Solon (DR-Duluth), establishes
a category of debt prorate activity that does
not require a license or comRliance with debt
prorate rules. It also establishes bonding
requirements for mort@ge Rayment services.
Sen. William Luther (lJFL-Brooklyn Park),
offered an amendment changing several
provisions of the bill. The amendment
increases' the bonding requirement for
mortgage payment services from the original
bill's $5,000 to $100,000. The amendment
also requires all terms of the services'
contracts with mortgagors to be in writil}g
and include all fees, costs, and charges. The
committee approved the amendment and a
technical amendment, then forwarded the
bill, as amended, to the Consent Calendar.
The committee also approved S.F. 1848,
the omnibus real estate Dill. The bill,
sponsored by Solon, makes a technical
change to the statute regulating handling of
client funds by real estate brokers and clarifies
the meaning of residential real property for
purposes of licensil}g real estate appraisers.
An amendment, offered by Luther, provides
that when disclosures are made in accordance
with statutory requirements, the disclosures
satisfy common law disclosure requirements.
The amendment also exp.ressly requires that a
written disclosure be made when a principal
in a transaction is a licensee or relative or
business associate of the licensee. It also
contains a provision requiring the commissioner of commerce to study disclosure forms
and recommend any additions that malbe
needed. The committee approved the uther
amendment,!, and S.F. 1848, as amended, now
goes to the ~enate floor.
The Senators spent the balance of the
meeting processing amendments and hearing
testimony on S.F. 2192, the MinnesotaCare
bill. The committee "PProved three amendments by the author, Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls). The first revises language
applying to Community Integrated Service
Networks (CISNs). The amendment requires
community networks to offer enrollees tIle
option of receiving covered services through
an expanded network of qualified providers
who agree to comply with the managed care
protocols of the network. The network is
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Budget recommendations heard
The condition of the state's budget and the
supplemental budget recommendations for K12 education sp1.1rred discussion in the
Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), Thur.,
Mar.lO.
Ron Hackett of the Dept. of Finance,
reviewed the March budget forecast, which
shows that st\lte revenues are $623 million
higher than expenditures, and discussed how
the education finance portion of the budget is
affected by the forecast.
In the supplemental budget recommendations, Hackett said that the governor has
recommended appropriating $172 million for
a one-time cash adjustment that restores
education aids due to recent accounting
changes.
Current law dictates when and what
p'ercentage of property tax receipts that
aistricts can receive at certain times during
the year. Adjusting that percentage shifts
revenue from one fiscal year to the next and
districts then borrow funds to maintain their
cash flow. The recommended a~~opriation
would lower that percentage for PY 1995.
The governor nas also recommended $180
million to set up a school aid reserve, a total
of $1.8 million to support changes in datagathering systems, and $100,000 for a grant
to continue the metropolitan-wide desegregation planning process.
Tne division also began to review capital
budget requests and recommendations. The
members neard a presentation from Nett
Lake School District officials on their request
for $2.97 million to complete construction of
a bt,lilding that will house an elemen~ary '.
schooland a range df other commumty SOCial
and recreational services.
While no action was taken on the
supplemental budget recommendations, the
division began assembling its capital budget
package by voting to include the Nett Lake
project.

Facilities proposals heard
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence P()gemiller (DFL-Mpls.), continued
to examine K-12 education facilities issues
while considering three capital bonding bills,
Thurs. eve., Mar. 10.
The division first heard S.F. 1705, giving
the Cass Lake School District an extension to
the amount of time the district has to enter
into construction contracts. The bill's
author, Sen. Harold Finn (DFL-Cass Lake),
told the division that after receiving a capital
loan to build a new school in 1993, the
district has not yet entered into contracts for
the project to begin and is requesting the
extension. The division approved tue bill
and added it to their capita budget package.
S.F. 1697, authored oy Sen. Dean Johnson
(IR-Willmar), provides a $6 million grant,
under the Cooperative Secondary Facilities
Program, to the AtwaterhCosmos, and Grove
City School Districts. T e grant is for a
facility to accommodate students in grades 712 from the three districts. The three
districts have been involved in the Cooperation and Combination Program, and the
1993 Legislature gave the three districts a
grant to plan for a cooperative facility.
Johnson said that tne proposal has been
the subject of debate among those communities in recent months, and the division heard
the views of both sides during testimony.
Project supporters included school board
members, parents and students, all of whom
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expressed their support for the grant request
as a step toward in combining the districts
into one.
Opponents of the project testified in favor
of another_proposal that had been considered,
to build a K-12 campus near Atwater and
warned that if the sChool were built near
Grove City, some Atwater students would
transfer to other adjacent districts.
The division approved the bill for inclusion
in its capital budget package.
A proposal to provide a maximum effort
loan to the Big_Lake School District was also
considered. S.F. 2202 provides the district
with $9.77 million to the district for construction of a new school facility. Pogemiller,
the bill's author, said that the proiects was
unique, because construction on the new
school had already begun. He said that the
governor is recommending funding for the
project, and the division voted to include the
project in its bonding package.

Bonding requests reviewed
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), reviewed
the capital budget requests from the Faribault
academies and the Center for Arts Education
and discussed a library accessibility proposal,
,
Fri., Mar. 11.
Ted Suss, an administrator at the Faribault
Residential Academies, said the academies
are seekiI!g $1.59 million to renovate a wing
of Noyes Hall, located on the State Academy
for the Deaf campus, and requesting nearly
$1.1 million to demolish Dow Hall on the
Academy for the Blind campus. Both
projects were include? in the governor's
bugget recommendations.
The demolition project is needed to
eliminate a potential safety hazard, Suss
•
explained, and the remodeling project'wdUld'
provides additional classroom space.
The Center for Arts Education is requesting $712,000 to expand boy's dormitory
facilities and another $789 000 to provide
recreational facilities. Jim Undercofler, the
center's executive director, said that the
increase in dormitory space is needed to
accommodate the increasing number of boys
enrolling at the school. He added that the
school does not currently have recreational
facilities for the more than 180 students who
live on-campus.
The reguests from the Faribault academies
and the Center for Arts Education were
included in the governor's capital budget
recommendations.
As was done with earlier requests, the
division approved these requests for inclusion
in their budget proposal.
,
The division reviewed S.P. 1952, creatmg a
library acceSSibility grantr.rogram. Sen. Jerry
Janezich (DFL-Chisholm , tne bill's aumor,
explained that the program offers local
governments with an incentive to remove
barriers in libraries that prevent persons with
disabilities from using those facilities. Under
the program, he said that the state provides a
dollar-for-dollar matching grant to the local
governments to offset some of the costs. The
division discussed the proposal but took no
action.

Interagency program approved
The Education Division approved a
proposal, Wed., Mar. 16, establishing an
interagency early intervention system aimed
at serving young children with disabilities and
their families.
The division, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), also reviewed bills
setting a revenue program for districts with

growing numbers of at-risk students, and that
makes some education policy changes.
S.F. 1798 creates a coordinated,
interagency system that p'rovides early
intervention services to aisabled children
from birth to age two. The bill specifies the
services that are J?rovided by counties and
local school distnct~ requires an Individualized Family Service dan for each family
receiving services, and arranges for payment
of the costs of those services.
The bill brings the state to full implementation of a federal p~ogram that began four
years ago, said Sen. Martha Robertson (IRMinnetonka), the bill's author. She said that
Minnesota will receive more than $3 million
a year in federal funds for the program once
its implementation is completed.
During discussion, a concern ,was raised
that if funds were unavailable or inadequate
to cover the total costs of the program,
paying for the program would fall onto the
scnool districts. Robertson offered an
amendment limiting the kinds of services
that districts must pay for to those they would
provide under special education provisions.
A similar amendment for counties was
presented and both amendments were
adopted. The division approved the bill and
re-referred it to the full Education Committee.
The division also heard two other bills
during the meeting. S.F. 1994 creates a new
revenue program for some school districts
that have a growing numbers of at-risk
students. The bill authored by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), specifies that the atrisk revenue program applies to some districts
that are now having to address the needs of
at-risk students. The revenue, a combination
of aid and local levy will provide them with
the JeS,O,urces, f.or, f!&l itionat sl,lpport .sehfvlb·eel'S.
No appropriations were included in t e il
and the division will consider whether
funding would be available for the program.
S.F. 1790 makes a variety of educational
policy chan~s, proposed by the Dept. of
Education. Sen. Gen Olson (IRMinnetrista), the bill's author, reviewed the
provisions contained in the bill, which
includes changes in outcome-based schools
law, and amendments to current staff
development provisions. The division will
consider the provisions of both bills at a later
meeting.

Bonding requests reviewed
Three public post-secondary systems
discussed their facility needs when the Higher
Education Division chaired by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls), continued
its review of capital budget proposals, Thurs.
Mar. 10.
Chancellor Terrence McTaggert, who
presented the requests of the State University
System, said that health and safety issues and
tne need for new libraries on three campuses
top'-the system's capital budget priority list.
The State University System is asking for
$14.26 million to support system-wide
maintenance and repair projects, such as
asbestos abatement, roof repairs, and
tuckpointing, $7 million to install a fire .
protection system at Mankato State and brmg
other facilities on that campus up to code
and $2.1 million for a new boiler at St, C toud
State. The system also is askingJor $24.3
million for a library at Winona State/ $38.9
million to build a library at St. ClOUd, and
$8.1 million to remodel the Bemidji State
library.
McTa,ggert added that the system is also
seeking :j)16.4 million for a remodeling
project at Metropolitan State, and $4.1
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update
briefed the division, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), on the last of the
DNR's capital budget requests. According to
Nargang, local recreation grants money is
being sought in order to provide matcning
grant to municipalities and Indian tribes tor
acquisition and development of local parks
and recreation areas. A continuation of the
Saint Louis land acquisition project, whereby
undeveloped lands along the Saint Louis,
Cloquet, and Whiteface rivers are acquired
and protected, was listed as the second
project area by Nargang.
A third request by Nargang is for wildlife
and natural area land acquisition. Under the
project, wildlife management areas are
completed, land of scientific merit is acquired, native prairie land is protected,
private funds are matched to acquire
property, and critical waterfowl areas are
staoilized. The acquisition of trout stream
easements was listed as a fourth area, by
Nargang, followed by water access and
betterment under which assess to lakes and
rivers is created.

Budget and landfill bills heard
At a Sat.{ Jv1ar. 12, meeting of the Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division, chaired by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (PCAtpresented its capital
budget reHuest. Also S.F. 1133, a bill relating
to landfill cleanup, was heard.
The PCA budget, as presented by Assistant
Commissioner Peter Larson, containes four
main capital budget areas. The first budget
area is a continuation of the combined sewer
overflow program that was started in 1985.
The project entails separating community
sanitary and storm sewer systems. Water
quality management was the next area
presented by Larson. Under the request,
Larson stated that 10 permanent water
monitoring sites willl:ie constructed for the
purpose ot continuously monitoring water
quality on selected rivers.
The third area for consideration is a solid
waste processing facilities capital assistance
program. According to Larson, the program
supports the writing of grants to municipalities for construction of solid waste processing
facilities. The fina!"project is a closed landfill
cleanup program. The funding requested
includes site investigation, projects design,
corrective actions, long-term monitoring, and
operations and maintenance of pe(manent
facilities.
The landfill cleanu~ presentation led to
the introduction of S.F. 1133, authored by
Morse. Morse stated that the proposal is
designed to financially assist landfills with the
cleanup operation so that no more Oak
Grove incidents occur in which small
businesses and residents are held liable for a
landfill cleanup. Morse stated that every
landfill in the state is eligible to participate.
The program essentially limits the future
liability tor future cleanup operations. No
funding mechanism for the proposal was
discussed. S.F. 1133 is scheduled for
continued discussion at the next division
meeting.

Improvement bills presented
At the Mar. 14 meetiflg of the Environment
and Natural Resources Finance Division, six
bills were given consideration. All the bills
heard were laid over by the division, chaired
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakotal.
The first bill for consideration S.P. 251f-.
authored by Sen. Florian Chmie iewski (Dt'LSturgen Lake), appropriates $35,000 for the
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design of a Moose Lake State Park interpretive center. According to Chmielewski, the
funding for construction of the center is being
solicited from private sources. Chmielewski
indicated that Carlton County and the city of
Moose Lake are making funds available for
the project once the state okays the design.
Chmielewski Rresented another bill, S.F.
1824, asking for $50,000 for a feasibilit)' study
for capital improvements on the Kettle River.
According to Chmielewski, the main purpose
of the capital improvements will be to
eXlJand tne states network of parks and trails.
S.F. 2140 was Qresented by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul). The bill is a request
for including a Science Museum request in
the bonding bill. Jim Peterson, president of
the Science Museum, outlined the relocation
and construction plan for the museum.
Peterson responded to questions from the
division concerning the proposed site being
on a flood plain. Peterson stated that a flood
wall will be constructed along the Mississippi
River in the proposed area and will grovide
adequate protection from flooding. Peterson
estimated the comRlete cost of construction
and relocation for the state to be $30 million.
Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanseboro)
presented S.F. 1719, a bill establishing a trail
between Lake Louise and the city of [eRoy.
Benson stated that three landowners have
offered to donate land to the state so that the
trail can be constructed.
A bill granting funding to the city of Red
Wing for the purpose of a combined sewer
overtlow program was presented by Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing). According
to Murphy, $850,000 are needed under S.F.
1710 to begin the project. Murphy stated
that the project is slated for completion in
ten years.
'
Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield)
Rresented a bill requesting $500,000 to fund
the Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail. S.F.
2187 will complete a 30 mile trail.

Land sale bill approved
At a Tues., Mar. 15, meeting of the
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division, chaired by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), four bills were presented for
consideration.
S.F. 1928, authorizing the issuance of
collector snowmobile license plates in cases
where the vehicles are used infrequently and
primarily for show, was laid over for redrafting. The bill, ~onsored by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRivers Falls), will be
reworked to exemRt snowmobiles used for
Rarades and related events from needing a
license.
A bill to require additional reporting and
oversight of funds generated from stamps and
surcharges was proposed by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids). According to
Merriam, the legislative auditor, upon
reviewing dedicated accounts, found that
there were not satisfactory exfllanations for
the use of some of the funds. The measure,
according to Merriam, is designed to correct
the lack of oversight of these dedicated
accounts by the [egislature. Merriam stated
that the bill strikes the fishing license
surcharge and folds it into the basic angling
account, as well as provide a committee to
oversee and reR0rt on the conditions and
expenditures of the small game license
surcharge fund, the migrating duck stamp
fund, tne trout and salmon stamp fund, the
pheasant stamp fund, the deer habitat
improvement surcharge fund, the deer and
bear management surcharge fundi and the full
game and fish fund. Merriam wil continue

presentation of the bill at a future hearing.
Morse offered a bill allowing Dept. of
Natural Resources personnel to work on
certain projects. According to Morse, the
legislation is a Legislative Commission on
Minnesota's Resources (LCMR) clean-.uQ bill,
intended to correct confusion in the DNR as
to whether a classified state employee can be
used for an LCMR f.roject. Another
provision in the bil , according to Morse,
provides for the appropriation of funds for
treating biomass from ethanol. A third
section of the bill allows a White Bear Lake
levels feasibility study. A final provision is
aimed at the Niemackl watershed. The bill
was aRfroved by the division and referred to
the ful Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.
Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro)
authored a bill authorizing the commissioner
of administration to sell lands in the Gordy
Yaeger management area in Olmstead
County. Morse inserted a revert clause in the
bill, whereby if the land is not used in
accordance with the bill the land will
automatically revert back to the state's
possession. Benson's bill was approved and
referred to the full Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.

Landfill cleanup bill
Establishing a feasible landfill cleanup bill is
a necessary and im-.p0rtant step for Minnesota, according to Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota). Morse presented the policy portion
of S.P. 1133 before the Environment and
Natural Resources Finance Division Wed.,
Mar. 16.
The division, chaired by Morse, heard
testimony from nine citizens who are
involved with landfills in Minnesota. Mary
Ayde, representing the Minnesota Waste
Haulers Association, and Joe Paul, a landfill
operator, praised the division for working so
seriously on a cleanup bill.jeff Adrian,
environmental director for ohn Roberts
Printing in Anoka, testifie that the state
needs to act quickly so that no more Oak
Grove incidents take place.
At an evening meeting of the Environment
and Natural Resources Finance Division, Sen.
Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) continued
presentation of a landfill cleanup proposal.
Morse, the division chair, detailed
provisions in the bill addressing the policy
issues surrounding the problem of costly site
cleanup and future liability. Morse also
introduced funding mechanism proposals.
Among the ideas discussed were toxic
material taxes, bonding and fee assessments
on landfill deposits.

Ethics and Campaign
Reform
Met Council bill heard
The Ethics and Call1paign Committee,
chaired by Sen. John MartyJDFL-Roseville) ,
listened to testimony on S.li. 2015, Thurs.,
Mar. 10. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Carol
Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), establishes the Metropolitan Council as an elected, 16-member
board.
Since the establishment of the Met
Council in 1967, members have been
appointed by the governor. Flynn's bill
reorganizes metro agencies by abolishing the
Regional Transit Commission, the Metropolitan Transit Commission, and the Metropolitan Waste Control Commission, and
transferring their duties to the Metropolitan
Council. According to Flynn, the bill's
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includes criminal conviction and domestic
violence reports in the pre-placement study,
and requires DHS to set up an advisory group
to recommend further adoption law changes.
The amendment deletes l?rovisions that limit
adoption-related advertismg and requires the
agencies to maintain data summaries.
The committee adqpted the amendment
and then approved S.P. 2129, re-referring it
to the Judiciary Committee.
The committee also considered S.P. 1735,
authorizing a placement agency to disclose
private data to a child' relatives when
necessary to assist in locating a suitable
adoptive home. Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley), the author, presented an amendment requiring that a person caring for a
related child be given a foster care license,
allows the court hearings to terminate
parental rights and set permanent foster care
placements to be held the same date, and
limits long-term foster care placement. The
amendment and bill were aQProved, and also
re-referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Finance
Funding requests made
The Finance State Government Division,
chaired by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Pau!), met Thurs., Mar. 10. The division
listened to funding requests from three
different agencies.
Senators opened the meeting with projects
from the Minnesota Amatuer Sports
Commission (MASC).
The commission outlined five projects it
hopes to advance. The first proposal is an
addition of 970 parking spaces to the
National Sports Center in Blaine. Paul
Erickson, executive director of the MASC,
said that the increased demand for parking
has resulted in patrons parking in unauthorized spots. Erickson said that the center risks
violating codes of both the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency and the City of
Blaine, if it does not provide more on-site
parking. The amount requested for the
additional parking is $120,000.
The second item on the MASC's list was
the National Volleyball Center in Rochester.
Erickson said that it is a unique opportunity
to capitalize on a fast growing sport that is
not established in other regions of the state or
country. The project calls for approximately
$2 million in state funds.
The next request, $1 million dollars is for
enhancement of the Universin: of
Minnesota's S~orts Pavilion. The pavilion
houses women s sports events and a learning
center. Erickson said that the growth in
interest for women's sports events will
generate an additional 100,000 visitors per
year.
Also on the list of intended projects is a
plan for inner city sports centers. An attempt
to provide at risk youths with sports and
recreational alternatives to street life, the
center would create numerous jobs as well.
Last on the list of prgjects was the John
Rose Minnesota Oval. The speedskating
facility needs additional team rooms, training
rooms, and restrooms. A request for $500,000
dollars of state funds was put forth.
The division then heard from Jeff Denney
of the Minnesota Holmenkollen Foundation.
A Bloomington facility for nordic ski
jumping, the foundation receives funding
from the private sector, as well as from the
state and the city of Bloomington. The
foundation, whichJ)lans to host the World
Cup Ski Jumping Championships, asked for
$2.5 million in state aid.
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The final presentation was given by the
Dept. of Military Affairs. The dept.'s request
for $1.115 million which is to be paid out
over a six year Reriod, is to cover renovation
of kitchens in National Guard Training and
Community Centers. The department is
particularly concerned about safety hazards
related to sanitary standards, electrical
services, and fire suppression systems.

Governor's recommendations heard
The State Government Division of
Finance met Mon., Mar. 14, to review
recommendations of the governor's 1994-95
supplemental budget. The division, chaired
by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), first
listened to testimony from John Lally, a
re2resentative from the Dept. of Revenue.
Lally explained a proposal that streamlines
the funding mechanism for an existing Dept.
of Tobs and Training program to improve the
efficiency of liguifiea petroleum gas heating
equipment in low-income households. The
program is funded directly out of a newly
created liquefied petroleum gas special
revenue account that replaces the current
general fund appropriation transferred from
the Dept. of Public Service.
Currently money is collected by the Dept.
of Revenue through monthly fees on liquefied
petroleum gas. Money is deposited in die
general funa and a direct appropriation is
made to the Dept. of Public Service, which is
then transferred to the DJT. By establishing a
special revenue account as a responsibility of
the DJT, the process is streamlined and
intermediary steps are eliminated which
allows the DTT to better provide services to
low income households.
Under the governor's prol?osal, funding
available for the program is mcreased by
approximately $/)0,000 a year, serving '125
households. Lung term benefits include
improved efficiency of furnaces, reduced
energy usage and costs, and improvement of
air quality.
Linda Barton, commissioner of the Dept. of
Employee Relations, spoke to the members
about several requests. The first recommendation is to allow the State Workers' Compensation Revolving Fund account to retain
interest earnings on principal balances. The
pay-as-you-go fund is sufficient only to meet
obligatlons within billing lags. When
unanticipated expenditures arise, the agency
needs advances from the general fund.
According to Barton interest retention is a
first step toward more practical and cost
effective fiscal management of the state's
workers compensation program and will
provide an estimated $/)2,000 increase to the
revolving account.
Barton also explained a proposal that
transfers $2.5 million in annual excess police
state aid to the general fund. The change
helps fund upgrades and access to the
criminal justice communications network.
Currently the excess funds are d~posited in
the Public Employee Insurance Trust Fund,
which is currently adequately funded.
The governor also recommends reducing
the appropriation from the Health Care
Access Fund to the Minnesota Employees'
Insurance Plan. The proposal reduces
projected expenditures from the Health Care
Access Fund by $7.979 million this biennium. Barton noted that due to the significant success of the Private Eml?loyers
Insurance Trust Fund, appropnations are only
needed to cover administration and
reinsurance costs. The govenor recommends
that the excess funds be returned to the
general fund.

The Great Lakes Protection Fund was
explained to the panel byJohn Hustad,
deputydirector of the Office of Strategic and
Long Kange Planning. Currently, Minnesota
owes a final payment of $500,000, plus
interest of $62500 on a $1.5 million
obligation to the fund. If not paid by the
fiscal '95 deadline, Minnesota loses its board
vote, along with bearing the costs of higher
payments.
The Del2..t. of Human Rights, rt'jJresented
by Tracey Elftmann and Delores Fridge,
outlined the recommendation of the
Information Policy Office that the Dept. of
Human Rights be granted $279,000 for
enhancement of its information systems.
Fridge said that the Dept. of Human Rights
reviews affirmative action plans and issues
certificate of compliance on over '5,000 active
state contractors, plus tracks over 2,000
discrimination cases and 20,000 inquiries
concerning discrimination issues per year. ,
Presently, the data is tracked manually and
with three non-integrated computer systems.
The total amount requested by the agency
from the general fund is $279,000 dollars.

Welfare reform bill gains
A major welfare reform bill cleared the
Committee on Finance Tues., Mar. 15.
According to the author, Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), S.F. 1758 is
desi~ed to accomplish the public policy goal
of helping individuals move off the welfare
rolls and into the workforce. Samuelson said
that the bill is not punitive but, instead, tries
to help people by removing barriers to selfsufficiency.
One of the major changes included in the
bill, Samuelson said, is a provision that
requires teen mothers to either live with their
parents or in a supervised living arrangement
in order to receive AFOC. The measure also
recr.uires the commissioners of human services
and jobs and training to develop a plan which
assures first time applicants for AFDC and
Family General Assistance immediate job
search and placement activities. The
proposal also requires that the success
through reaching individual develqpment
and employment program (STRIDE) be
completely restructured so that jobs are the
first emphasis and employment the e~ected
outcome. The measure also allows AFDC
recipients to work more than 99 hours a
month and eliminates the requirements for
past-work history and 30 daj's unemployment
in order to be eligible for AFOC-unemployed
parent if the appropriate federal waivers are
granted. Another provision allows for a "start
work offset" that permits the increased
earnings resulting in an overpayment to be
disregarded in the month an AFDC reciPient
begins work. The bill requires all AFOC
recipients who have received aid for 36
months or more out of the last 60 to participate in the job search program.
Committee members, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam, aPl2..roved several amendments to the bill. One amendment, offered
by Samuelson, made a number of technical
changes to the bill. Another amendment,
also offered by Samuelson, changes a section
of the bill that provides for a parental income
disregard for AFOC recipients living with
their parents. Under the amendment, if the
parent is not on AFDC with other children,
income of up to 150 percent of the federal
poverty guideline is to be disregarded.
Another Samuelson amendment set forth the
appropriations needed in the bill. The largest
single appropriation, nearly $10,000 million,
is for the sliding fee child care program.

Samuelson said that the appropriation is
needed to remove one of the greatest barriers
for individuals to become self-sufficient.
Other appropriations in the measure total
$5.9 million. The amendm ent was ajJproved.
A final amendment, offered by Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), clarifies that claims
arising from persons injured in the community work programs are not workers compensation claims.

Budget recommendations continue

The State Govern ment Division of
Finance met Wed., Mar. 16, to continu e
hearing the governor's recommendations for
the 1994-95 budget adjustments. Testimony
from the Dept. of Administration, the Dept.
of Finance, and the Lake Superior Center
PrCJject was reviewed by the division.
The first proposal heard was the governor's
recommendation of $550,000 to develop a
state-wide comprehensive, coordinated
electronic access system for disseminating
governm ent information and services. The
"kiosk proposal," recommended by the
Information Policy Office, includes technology for home and business computers, public
access terminals in libraries, touch-screen
kiosks, fax-based systems and access through
many software applications including
Internet . Representatives of the Dept. of
Administration's IPO, Beverly Schuft and
Steve Clift, explained that the services must
be user friendly and easily available to the
public. Examples of uses include license
applications and renewals, searches for job
openings, ordering a birth certificate, and
voter r~istration.
The Dept. of Finance, represented by
Assistant Commissioner Laura King,
presented a number ofproposals. The first
request was for $275,000 to build the
statewide Performance and Outcomes
Monitoring System. The proposal enables the
departm ent to develop better ways to link
agency performance information and
objectives to biennial budget proposals King
said.
The next request from the departm ent was
for the revision of the indirect costs statute.
Revising the statute allows for examina tion of
individual agencies' treatme nt of indirect
costs, and subseguent standardization of
practices. The cnange will increase the
revenue recoveries to the general fund.
Thirdly, the departm ent asked for the
repeal of a law creating an ongoing obligation
for the state to contriliute on behalf of
employers for adhtstments to pre-1986
teacher salaries. This proposal cancels a nonoperating account balance of $68,000 to the
general fund.
The last request was for $15 million to
continu e a project to redesign and impleme nt
the new statewide accounting, payroll,
procurement, human resource and information access systems.
Finally the division reviewed the Lake
Superior Center. Built on the Duluth harbor,
the center provides natural resources to the
public through a variety of exhibits and
programs.

tional amendm ent to eliminate the state
lottery to the Rules and Admini stration
Commit tee.
Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall),
presented S.F. 935, a bill that limits advertising of the state lottery. The bill explicitly
prohibits the director of the lottery from
publishing any advertisement that "is
intended to induce persons to participate in
the lottery or buy a lottery ticKet." ~uestions
related to sQecifYing the lottery for an
advertising ban ensued and a subsequent
amendm ent was offered by Sen. Thomas
Neuville (lR-Northfield). Neuville proposed
to expand the ban to include all forms of
advertising or promotion of class II gaming or
class III gaming, except advertising and
promoti on published or disseminated solely
on Indian lands. The committ ee approved
the amendm ent and S.F. 935 was sent to the
floor.
The committ ee then heard from Sen.
Steve Dille (lR-Dassel). Dille's bill, S.F. 1643
proposes a constitu tional amendm ent to
prohibit the Legislature from authorizing a
state lottery. Under the bill, the amendm ent
is to be presented to the voters at the 1994
election, and be effective luly 1, 1995. The
measure was approved and re-referred to the
Rules and Administration Commit tee.

Horse racing bill okayed

A bill that allows county fair societies or
associations (class D licensees) to transmit
and receive telecasts of horse races was
approved by the Senate Gaming Regulation
Commit tee Wed., Mar. 16. The committee,
chaired by Sen Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio),
listened to testimony supporting S.P. 2042.
Greg Jensen, from Albert Lea, said that live
harness racing will revitalize county fairs and
the cpmmunities that sponsor them. S.P.
2042, authored by Berg, permits simulcasting
of the racing, which in turn, generates funds
for the county. "There is a lot of interest in
out state Minnesota to do this," Jensen said.
However the number of county fairs able to
do so at this time is limited, Jensen said, since
many don't have a track.
Dick Krueger, executive director of the
Racing Commission, also supported S.P.
2042. in response to guestions from Sen.
Patrick McGowan (lR-Maple Grove), about
security, Krueger said that the Gamblin g
Enforcement Division provides security for
track operations. The division uses a number
of metnods to control a track operation,
including day-in balancing and monitors. S.F.
2042 was approved by the commit tee and
sent to the full Senate.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville),
then presented S.F. 2067, a bill that authorizes video lottery machines in bars. Bertram
gave a brief summary of the bill, emphasizin&
that S.F. 2067 "does not eliminat e pull-tabs. '
Testimony sl!Pporting Bertram's bill was
delivered by Paul Anton, an economist from
the firm of tlugbee, Anton and Associates.
Anton said his study of business levels at
Minnesota's drinking establishments in
recent years, and how these business levels
are related to the growth of Las Vegas style
casinos. Anton presented data showing that
at drinking establishments, as reRQrted
sales
Gami ng Regu lation
in state sales tax returns, have fallen. While
alcohol consumption in Minneso ta is
Comm ittee
unchang ed since 1987, sales at other on-sale
outlets have risen. The decline in lawful
Adver tising ban okayed
gambling receipts suggests that fewer peome
Commit
The Senate Gaming Regulation
are patronizing drinKing establishments. The
tee, chaired by Sen. Charles Berg (DFLconclusion of Anton's data is that there is a
two
Chokio) , met Tues., Mar. 15, to review
in discretionary spending away from
shift
bills related to the state lotteI}'. The commitestablishments and toward casinos.
drinking
tee sent a bill that will ban all forms of
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), said that
gambling advertising to the floor, and referred
the committee had reviewed data from
another measure that proposes a constitu-

another economist, Stephen Hoenac k of the
Hubert Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs,
and that Hoenack's studies dispute Anton's
findings. Spear said that either study is a
matter of interpretation. He also pointed out
that changing social patterns need to be
figured into the equation.
Lastly, Gail Rubin from the State Lottery
Board testified against S.P. 2067. Citing the
existing availability of gambling options,
Rubin testified that video gambling jeoj:Jardizes the quality of life in :tV1innesota. S.F.
2067 was laid over for further discussion.

Gove rnme ntal Oper ation s
and Refor m
Collec tions entity reviewed

A discussion over S.F. 2076, a bill establishing a collections entity for the collection of
debts owed the state, was continu ed at a Fri.,
Mar. 11, meeting of the Governm ental
Operations and Reform Committee).,cha ired
!2Y Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South ~t. Paul).
.fhe bill, authored by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul), was approved by the
committee and re-referred to the Judiciary
Commit tee.
A discussion of a provision in the bill on
fee collection dominated much of the
hearing. The bill proposes a collection fee,
that in some cases, may be added to interest
and penalties already assessed. 10e Saenger,
from the collections division ofthe Dept. of
Revenue, testified that a fee can expedite the
repayment process, as debtors are compelled
to pay before being assessed an extra fee. The
committee approved an amendm ent by Sen.
Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington) to change
the fee assessable from up to 30 percent to up
to 25 percent. The amendm ent also disallows
a fee when interest and/or penalties are
assessed.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
offered an amendm ent that deletes sections of
the bill that provided unnecessary instructions to the executive branch. The amendment was adopted.

Strategic plan presented

The Dept. of Adminis tration appeared
before the Governm ental OQerations and
Reform Commit tee, chaired by Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul), Tues., Mar.
15. The departm ent presented its strategic
Rlan for locating state agencies. Included in
the plan is relocation and construction in the
Capitol area.
Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan), chair
of the Governm ental Operations and Reform
Subcommittee to Review Leasing Procedures,
reported on the subcommittee's progress.
According to Wiener, the subcommittee was
charged with reviewing a lawsuit against the
state relating to leasing that was settled in the
§£ring of 1992, wherebY the state paid out
:jil97,500. Wiener also stated that the
committee heard the department's strategic
Qlan presenta tion and recommends that the
departm ent adhere to its plan.
Dennis Spalla, assistant commissioner of
the Property Manage ment Bureau, presente d
the strategic plan. According to Spalla, the
plan has a goal of realizing significant savings
to the state by switching from leasing to
owning. Spalla reported that currently the
state owns 48 percent of its sRace and leases
52 percent. The goal, stated Spalla, is for the
state to own 70 percent and lease 30 percent.
Spalla showed the committ ee a map of
proposed locations for new buildings and for
moving agencies. According to Spalla, space
and parking needs were assessed by talking
with state agencies.
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mmlttee up ate
Capital improvements bill heard
The Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee continued nearing the strategic
plan for locating state agencies at a Wed.,
Mar. 16, meeting. The committee, chaired by
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Pau!),
also reviewed an appropriation bill presented
by Sen. Dean Johnson OR-Willmar).
Tom Ulness, assistant director of the
Building Construction Division of the Dept.
of Administration, summarized key elements
of infrastructure changes needed in the
C~itol area.
ohnson began resentation of S.F. 1803, a
bi I appropriating runds for capital improvements. Johnson highlighted eight areas for
consideration by the committee. The first
area is a $18.75 million capital assetJlreservation and replacement program (CAPA), that
is designed to appropriate money for unanticipated emergencies. The next area,
according to Johnson, ~rovides $15 million to
adopt Americans with Disabilities (ADA)
standards to state buildings. A third area
appropriates $13.416 million to phase three
of the transRortation building rehabilitation
program. Johnson {)resented a fourth area
establishing a $1.167 million relocation fund
for state agencies. $126,000 of back taxes
owed on the history center was listed as a
fifth program by Johnson, who presented a
sixth provision for $650,000 for elevator
renovation in the CaRitol complex area. The
last two areas deal with predesign work to be
done on a new health building and military
affairs facility. Johnson pro{)osed $400,000 to
begin predeslgn on the health building and
$100,000 to complete predesign work on the
military affairs facility.

Health Care
Health, Human Services requests
The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division, chaired by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), met Thurs., Mar.
10 to review capital reCJ.uests by the De~t. of
Health, the Dept. of Human Services (DHS),
and the Veteran's Home Board. Tom Milloy
of the D~t. of Health presented the new
Dept. of Health building request, which is
proposed for the Capitol Complex area.
Milloy cited the increase in regulatory,
technical consultation, community. health
and health care reform programs of the
department as reasons for its substantial
growth. The department requested $2.1
million for the pre-design phase, and the
governor has recommended $400,000.
Representatives from the Veteran's Home
Board presented a budget request for two
projects. One project seeks a multi-12l1rpose
addition to the Silver B~ Veteran's Home
estimated at $398,000. Robert Hansen of the
Veteran's Home Board explained the
importance of the other project~ ,a cam{)us
renovation of the Minneapolis veteran's
Home, and requested appropriations totalling
$10 million. Hansen stated that the home,
listed on the National Historic Register,
needs to be renovated to meet current
standards.
DHS also presented their capital budget
reRuests to tne committee. Elaine Timmer of
DHS introduced the four projects, which
were recommended by the governor. The
first proiect requests the purchase of 43 stateoperated waivered services for $8.8 million.
A second {)roject envisions construction and
eql,lippingJacilities for the Anoka-Metro
Regional Treatment Center, costing $38
million. The third project requests $1.6
10

million for the purchase of two apartment
complexes for pre-discharge J2!:ograms for
persons with mental illness. The final project
requests a building demolition and foresees
federal) as well as state, financial participation. 1\11 budget requests are under division
consideration.

Drug dispensing bill approved
The HeaIi:h Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), okayed
three bills at the meeting Tues., Mar. 15.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) sponsored S.F
2086 a bill permitting physician assistants
(PAs and nurse pra~titioners to dispense
samp e drugs and medical devices. Supporters said that the bill makes the care, which is
already available, more time and cost
efficient. Bill Bond of the Minnesota
Pharmacist Association opposed the bill,
stating that the authority the bill grants is too
broad, allowing PAs and nurse practitioners
to dispense any medication, a potentially
daQgerous situation. Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato) proposed an amendment to
relieve concerns about sampling and
dispensing. The amendment, which was
adopted, forbids PAs and nurse practitioners
from dispensing medication for Rrofit. The
bill now goes to the Consent Calendar.
The committee also approved S.P. 1763,
sponsored by Berglin, restoring funding for
nursing home efficiency incentives. Berglin
stated that the bill encourages cost containment through competition in the nursing
home field. The bill was re-referred to the
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division.
Berglin also authored S.F. 2068, modifying
the nursi!}g home moratorium exception
process. The exception process is intended to
give existing nursing homes the opportunity
to meet certification requirements and enable
the state to maintain control over expenditure growth. The bill clarifies the purpose of
the process, and delineates the criteria for the
review panel. Berglin offered an amendment
that proposes that criteria be individually
weighed, arid in which none of the criteria
could singly be cause for rejection of the
proposal. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester) moved to delete the portion of the
amendment regarding the weighing of the
criteria, and the motion passed. Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-StaRles) proposed a technical
amendment enabling the funding of interior
as well as exterior nursing facility construction. The bill, as amended, now goes to the
floor.
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Chern. dep. program okayed
The Healtn Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-.t0pls.), approved
several bills at its meeting Wed. morning,
Mar. 16.
Sen. Pat PiRer (DFL-Austin) presented
S.F. 1849, a bill allowing health related
licensing boards to establish a program for
health professionals who have a chemical
dependency condition, an illness, or a
mental, physical, or psychological condition.
H. Leonard Boche of the State Board Medical
Practice explained the voluntary program is
intended to provide recovery assistance on an
ongoing basis. The information obtained
from the program remains private, unless the
12rofessional does not com.£!ete the program.
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (UFL-Cass Lake)
expressed concern that health professionals,
WhO are impaired and receiving treatment
are permitted to continue serving the public.
Boche responded that the program is aimed

at the undiagnosed and untreated professionals, and encourages treatment while protecting Rublic safety. The bill was re-referred to
the Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
authored S.F. 2193, which establishes a
drinking water revolving fund to be administered by the Public Facilities Authority and
the commissioner of health. The revolving
fund provides loans to meet the purpose of
the federal Drinking Water Infrastructure
Financing Act. The bill outlines the terms of
the loans and the commissioner's rule-making
authority. The bill advances to the floor.
Berglin presented S.P. 2312, a bill that
increases the medical assistance reimbursement rates by 20 percent for covered services
that are provided by the Faribault and
Cambridge community health clinics. The
bill also provides for an appropriation from
the general fund. The community health
clinics represent a large share of the Medical
Assistance (MA) clients, and the reimbursement increase is for the clients who are
already receiving MA. The approved bill was
re-referred to the Finance Committee.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley') sponsored
two bills. S.F. 1931 makes several technical
amendments to the Lead Abatement Act, the
Clean Indoor Air Act, the Health Enforcement Consolidation Act, and the Environmental Education Board. The bill was
@proved and goes to the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 1930 makes several technical changes to
statutes governing the administration of
12rograms by the Dept. of Human Services.
Betzold moved to delete sections regarding
MA administrative rules. The amendment
was adQPted, and the aQProved bill advances
to the Family Services Committee.

Dentistry board expanded
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) met Wed.
evening, Mar. 16 and approved two bills. S.
F. 2005, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), expands the size of the board
of dentistry, allows the board to share
investigative data with other states, and
requires health care Rroviders and plans to
report internal disciplinary action to the
board.. The bill expands the board from nine
members to 14 by adding one public member,
two dentists, one dental assistant, and one
hygienist. Dr. Dick Dierks from the Board of
Dentistry testified that the increase is
necessary to assure quality standards and
Rublic protection, appropriately address
oisciplinary issues, and retain an equitable
balance of members. Sams presented an
amendment, which was adopted, requesting a
quality control plan for the board.
Jeanne Anderson and Raula Gustafson of
the Minnesota Dental Hy'gienists Association
opposed the bill, stating that the board is not
a fair representation of dental hygienists and
is not responsive to the public's or the
hygienists' needs. Anderson and Gustafson
requested that four members of the board be
hygienists and that the scope of dental
hygienist's practice be instituted in statute.
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) and
committee members explored possible
compromises! but were unsuccessful. The bill
was approved as amended, and advances to
the Judiciary Committee.
Sen. Pat PiRer (DFL-Austin) presented
S.P. 1977, a bill allowing the commissioner of
health to conduct fetal, infant, and maternal
death studies to assess health and welfare
systems and improve pregnancy outcomes in

Minnesota. Piper noted that while Minnesota has the sixth best white infant mortality
rate in the nation, the state AfricanAmerican infant mortality rate is the nation's
worst. The bill gives the commissioner of
health access to certain medical data and .
records, and classifies the data created from
the records as private. The bill was approved,
and now goes to the Judiciary Committee.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Workers comp opponents
The Jobs, Energy ana Community
Develop!p.ent Committee, chaired by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton), spent
the Thurs., Mar. 10, hearing testimony in
opposition to S.P. 1777. Bernard Brommer
Rresident, Minnesota AFL/CIO, testified that
the organization unequivocally opposes the
bill's replacement of the Minnesota workers'
compensation system with the Wisconsin
model. Brommer cited a long list of improvements that have been made in the Minnesota
system in recent years. He also quoted
statistics that place Minnesota's system
higher in administrative costs than
Wisconsin's, saying that future cost savings
should be "wrung out of administrative costs
instead of out of the hides of iniured workers." Specifically, Brommer said, the
insurance industry is absorbing too many
resources that should be going to be injured
workers, and the state should return to
regulating insurance companies as soon as
possible. Commenting on the political
maelstrom that surrounds the workers'
compensation debate in Minnesota, Brommer
said, "It's time to stop victimizing the workers
of this state for politics and profit. Let's get
the politics out of workers'compensation in
this state."

Budget requests heard
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Committee met Mon.,
Mar. 14, and reviewed several supplemental
budget requests. The Dept. of Commerce is
reCluesting $1.8 million from the general fund
and $364,000 from the special revenue fund
for FY 1995 to change the licensing for the
real estate and insurance industries from an
annual to a biennial system. The Dept. of
Labor and Industry is requesting an increase
of $50/000 from tne workers' compensation
~ecial fund in FY 1995 to match additional
federal funds which have been made available
for the state's OSHA program. The Dept. of
Labor and Industry also reguests that for FY
1995, $110000 in fees and penalties from
qualified rehabilitation consultant (QRC)
enforcement services be moved from the
general fund to the workers' compensation
special fund, the fund from which the costs of
the services are IJaid. The committee,
chaired by Sen. Carl KroenindDFL-Mpls.),
also heard a request from the Housing
Finance Agency for $200,000 forFY 1995 for
financing the replacement of existing nonconforming septic systems. In addition, the
Labor Interpretive Center is requesting
startup funds of $45,000 for FY 1994 and
$90,000 for FY 1995.

Judiciary
Child support bills advance
The ludiciary Family Law Subcommittee,
chaired by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
heard five bills cov~ring child. support,
custody and paternity determmatlons;
postnuptial contracts, and a family law

education project, Mon. eve., Mar. 14. Each
of the bills were approved and re-referred to
the full committee.
S.F. 1662, the Uniform Interstate Child
Support Actl establishes procedures to
enforce child sUIJport orders when a noncustodial parent lives in another state. Sen.
Pat Piper, the author, said that the bill
provides a vehicle to insure that children in
all states receive child support. The subcommittee did include one amendment to the bill
to clarify how notices of legal proceedings are
delivered.
S.F. 1895, authored by Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden OR-Rochester), requires a court to
consider a parent's disposition for allowing a
child to maintain a relationship with the
other parent before determining custoc).y.
Kiscaden said that including this factor as
part of custody decisions will have a positive
[onj(-term impact on the child's life.
S.P. 1828 includes genetic testing as a
method of determining paternity, prevents
employers from using a court-ordered child
support withholding as a condition of
employment, and prohibits insurers from
terminating coverage without evidence that a
court order is no longer in effect. Kiscaden,
Qresenting the bill on behalf of the author,
Sen. David Knutson OR-Burnsville), said
that the bill would conform state law with
recent federal legislation.
S.F. 1997 provides for postnuptial contracts, limits execution of those contracts to
§J2ouses with a combined proper!)' value of
$1.2 million, and requires that the contracts
be nullified if either spouse starts separation
or divorce proceedings for two years after the
contract takes effect. Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) said the bill facilitates familygiving and estate-planning, and allows
spouses the opportunity to amend a premarital agreement.
S.P. 21(50 allows the State Supreme Court
to establish a family law education pilot
proiect. Sen. Ember Reichgott lunge (DFLMpls.), said the court is to develop a program
that gives orientation and education services
to families in a divorce proceeding.

Continuation of data practice bills
Two bills containing provisions related to
information sharing were discussed Mon.,
Mar. 14, at the meeting of the Joint Crime
Prevention and ludiciary Subcommittee on
Data Practices. The subcommittee, chaired by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), heard
testimony on S.F. 1953 and S.P. 1815.
Bill Conley from the Mental Health
Association voiced a concern about the
broad lan~uaj(e found in Sen. TracJ'
Beckman s (DFL-Bricelyn) bill, S.l". 1953.
The bill requires that a person applying for a
transferee gun permit proVide a written
release of information to law enforcement
agencies regarding data held by a public or
IJrivate treatment facility, to the extent that
the information relates to the proposed
transferee's eligibility to possess firearms.
Conley pointed out that the provision
requires law authorities to check mental
health and chemical dependency histories
and records by, contacting public and private
treatment factlities. Under current lawha
person who has been committed is pro ibited
from owning a firearm. Discussion of S.F.
1953 will continue at the committee's next
meeting.
The second bill on the agenda, S.F. 1815,
sponsored by Thomas Neuville (IRNorthfield), relates to safe school provisions.
Doug Madison, a police investigator for the
Eagan School district, testified in support of
Neuville's bill saying that use of school
photographs will greatly improve law

enforcement's ability to apprehend a suspect.
Madison said that juvenile crime continues to
grow at an alarming rate and as the student
population becomes increasing mobile, the
process of locating youthful offenders
becomes more difficult. "We would be able to
solve more crimes if we had access to these
photographs," Madison testified. No action
was taken on S.P. 1815

Several bills advance
The Senate ludiciary Committee, reviewed
several bills Wed., Mar. 16. Placed on the
Consent Calendar was
S.F. 2040, a bill authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). The bill clarifies
Rension plan obligations. Under the marriage
dissolution statute, one of the limitations on
the court's ability to order a pension plan to
pay surviving spouse benefits, applies only to
a former spouse.
The committee also moved three bills to
the full Senate. S.P. 1662, sponsored by Sen.
Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), enacts the Uniform
Interstate Family Support Act, which
replaces the current Uniform Reciprocal
Enforcement of Support Act.
A bill amending the definition of "best
interests of the child," S.P. 1895, authored by
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester), was
also approved by the committee and passed to
the floor. In making a custody order, the
court will consider the disposition of each
parent to encourage contact by the other
parent with the cnild.
Lastly, S.F. 1997 sponsored by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), was okayed
by the committee and moved to the full
Senate. Cohen's bill authorizes the execution
of postnuptial contracts under specific
circumstances. Before acting on the bill
however, the members heard opposition from
the committee chair, Sen. Ember Reichgott
Junge (DFL-New Hope). Reichgott Junge
stated that she believes S.F. 1997 is poor
public policy because it establishes a divorce
settlement during the marriage.
Reichgott Junge then presented S.F. 1971,
a bill that provides for apIJlication of workers'
compensation and unemployment compensation laws to limited liability companies. The
bill was referred to the Jobs, Energy, and
Community Development Committee.
Sen. David Knutson's OR-Burnsville) bill,
S.F. 1828)...was re-referred to the Family
Services Committee. The bill modifies
provisions relating to paternity.
Two bills were laid over for further
discussion. S.F. 19821,authored by Sen. Steve
MUJ;phy (DFL-Red Wing), deals with
worKers' and unemployment compensation
laws as applied to limited liability companies.
Lastly, a bill that clarifvs child support, S.F.
2014, sponsored by Cohen, will also be taken
up at tne next meeting of the committee.

Metropolitan ~nd Local
Government
Local government bills advance
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
considered and approved several local
interest bills, Thurs. Mar. 10.
The committee heard S.F. 1963, which
gives the city of Hopkins the authority to sell
bonds, use the bond revenue to fund repairs
in a residential area, and then charge the
costs back to the neighborhood property
owners. Mondale, the author, said a neighborhood made up of condominium and patio
home complexes, needs common-area and
structural repairs. The committee approved
11
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omml t eu date
the request and sent the bill to the floor.
S.F. 1921 allows the Metropolitan Council
to use its bonding authority to support the
development of fiousing projects. Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), the bill's
author, told the committee the council would
be able to use up to $20 million in bonding
authOrity to assist in development of publiclyowned elderly and low-income housing
projects. Tom McElveen, Director of the
Metropolitan Housing and Redevelopment
Authority, said as many as 600 low-income
housing units could be added across the
Metro Area. The committee approved the
bill and re-referred it to the Tax Committee.
The committee also approved and sent five
bills to the consent calendar.
S.F. 1926 merges the Anoka city and
county public liorary systems and gives
responsibility for providing city liorary
services to the county. Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), the author, said the
number of libraries in that area will not be
reduce by combining the administration of
the two systems.
S.F. 1826 maintains a moratorium on local
and state agencies who desire to apply for use
of 800 megahertz channels and allowing a
Metro Council group to complete its plans for
regional use of those channels. Mondale is
the bill's author.
S.F. 2118 adds members to the Moose Lake
Fire Protection District Board, makes title
changes and classifies the board as a governmental unit. Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake) said his bill enables the
board to complete a property purchase from
the Dept. of Natural Resources for a new fire
station site.
S.F. 1899 establishes a special service
district in Eagan. Sen. Deanna Wiener
(DFL-Eaganfsaid the bill provides the city
with the authority to make physical improvements to a commercial area.
S.F. 2070 allows home rule charter cities to
use state law in situations not covered in
their charter. The author, Sen. Martha
Robertson (IR-Minnetonka), said that if a
charter does not cover a particular situation,
those cities do not have an option except to
go through the process of amending their
charter.

LGA increase offered
A proposal that increases local government
aid and continues a limit on the amounts that
some cities receive was aQProved by the
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
Mon., Mar. 14.
S.F. 2157 raises the Local Government Aid
total for FY 1995 to $347 million, a fivepercent increase over FY 1994. The bill also
limits the increased LGA amount that Mpls.,
St. Paul, and Duluth receive to no more than
the percentage that the entire appropriation
is increased.
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), the
bill's author, told the committee that if the
appropriation is approved but the aid cap was
not in effect, Mpls., St. Paul and Duluth
would receive an eight-percent increase in
LGA. He explained that his proposal to
continue the cap, which the 1993 Legislature
adopted, provides more stability in the
program by allowing more communities to
receive LGA. After hearing testimony in
favor of the bill, the committe~ave its
approval, re-referring it to the Tax and Tax
Laws Committee.
The committee also reviewed S.F. 2322,
which makes some county officers appointed,
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rather than elected, officials. The author,
Sen. Sandy PapRas (DFL-St. Paul), eXRlained
that the proposal gives county boards the
authority to appoint individuals to the office
of county attorneys auditors, coroner,
recorder, sheriff and treasurer. Testimony in
opposition was taken and an amendment to
maintain the county attorney elections was
adopted, but the committee took no further
action.
The committee also ap.Qroved and rereferred S.F. 2155 to the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee. The bill gives the joint operations airport authority of Mankato the
authority to issue bonds without a referendum. Hottinger, the author, explained that
the bond revenue would be used to make
im.Qrovements to the airport.
'Fhe Duluth City Council is allowed to
issue bonds of up to $4 million under S.F.
2205, authored by Sen. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook). The bond revenue may be used
to finance improvements to the Duluth
Convention Center. The committee
apRroved the bill and also sent it to the Tax
and Tax Laws Committee.
The committee approved three other bills
and sent them to the floor for consideration.
S.F. 2262 allows officials to conduct administrative business without being subject to the
three-day public notice requirement. Sen.
Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) said the bill lets
town board members visit work sites if a good
faith effort to notify interested parties is
made'
S.F. 2241 authorizes Mpls. to place a
special assessment on property after the city
has abated a nuisance. Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) said a law suit
against the city over its special assessment
procedures led the city to seek the clarification his bill provides.
S.F. 2052 a~signs a portion of Meadowlands
Township in St. Louis County to the seventh
county commissioner district. Sen. Terry
Janezich (DFL-Chisholm), said the bill
includes the 22 residents of a former township as Rart of the current township and
county district.

County appointments approved
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee approved several bills that will let
county boards appoint some positions, Wed.
Mar. 16.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty
Adkins, also discussed proposals to create an
ambulance district in northern Minnesota
and amendments to the OQen Meeting Law.
The committee discussed S.P. 2232,
making all county officers appointed
positions. After opposition to the bill was
expressed by county attorneys and county
sheriffs, Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul),
offered an amendment that keeps the county
attorney and sheriff elections but allows
county boards to appoint other officers. The
committee adoRted the amendment,
~proved the bill, and re-referred it to the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.
The committee approved three other bills
that give specific counties the authority' to
appoint some county officers and sent them
to the Consent Calendar. S.F. 2383 allows
Koochiching County to appoint the CQunty
recorder, unless the office is abolished by a
reorganization. Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-lnt'l
Falls) said the individual elected to that
position will would serve out their term.
S.F. 2274 lets the Freeborn County Board
appoint their county recorder and auditor/

treasurer, unless those offices are reorganized
into others. Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin)
said that the county board can also proceed
with reorganization efforts.
S.F. 2400 permits Washington County to
also appoint their county auditor, treasurer
and recorder. Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake) said the county board to
publish its intention to make those positions
appointed.
S.F. 2476 creates a Nashwauk area
ambulance district in Itasca County, and
authorizes a8roperty tax levy of no more
than $25,00 each year for the district to use.
Lessard said that setting up the district is
more feasible than reguiring each town to
provide the service. The committee i!Pproved the bill, re-referring it to the Taxes
and Tax Laws Committee.
S.F. 1880 amends the Open Meeting Law,
allowing public bodies to hold one or more
closed meetings when allegations or charges
that are being made against an individual are
being considered. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFLCoon Rapids), said the bill specifies that a
board may need more than one closed
meeting in order to determine if there is
substance to any allegations or charges
against an employee.
'
Mark Anthonson, representing the
Minnesota Newspaper Association, opposed
the proposal. He said that the problem is
secrecy and that by specifying that boards can
meet more than once, some public accountability is lost. The committee approved the
bill and re-referred it to the Judiciary
Committee.

Rules and Administration
Diagnostic audit discussed
The Rules and Administration Audit
Subcommittee met Tues., Mar. 15, to discuss
a draft report on a diagnostic review of the
Senate's administrative operations. For the
last 10 years the Senate has had annual
financial audits, however, this year the review
of administrative operations was also
undertaken to insure, that the Senate is
operating effectively and efficiently. The firm
of Grant Thornton was selectedl on the basis
of competitive bids, to conduct both the
financial audit and the diagnostic review.
The results of the financial audit were heard
at a Tanuary hearing.
The operations review was presented by
Tom Watson at the Tues. hearing. According to Watson, the review was limited to
completing a "big picture," objective
assessment of Senate administrative functions
with the aim of reducing expenditures,
increasing efficiency, improving effectiveness,
improving controls and improving quality.
The report found that the administrative
operations of the Senate are effectively
completed as to the accuracyhcompleteness
and compliance required in t e administrative functions. However, the report recommended that the Senate should consider
making improvements in some areas of
administrative operations. Primarily, the
recommended improvements include
organizational changes to insure accountability, effectiveness and efficiency. The report
also recommended acquiring and disbursing
stamps in installments, rather than in a single
large purchase and considering the use of
postage meters rather than rolls of stamps. In
addition, the report recommended revisiting
the Senate's 'per diem and expense allowance
Rolicies in light of the IRS rules involved and
the questions about interpretation.
Tne panel, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam

(DFL-Coon Rapids), took the report under
consideration and will meet again to discuss
the recommendations in more detail.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Dependent care credit
Over 40,000 Minnesota families will qualify
for dependant care credit if proposed
legislation becomes law, according to Mary
Kripp.en, a stay-at-home mother from
Hinckley, testifying before the the Taxes and
Tax Laws Subcommittee on Sales and
Income Tax.
At the Thur., Mar. 10, meeting of the
subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope) three
home tax credit bills were reviewed. S.F.
1688 authored by Sen. lane Krentz (DFLMay Township), and S.P. 1916, authored by
Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington), are
identical bills designed to extend the
dependent care credit. The bills make
married taxpayers with children at or under
age 6 who do not participate in a dependent
care assistance program but do meet an
income requirement eligible for a dependent
care credit. S.F. 1834, authored by Sen.
Joseph Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
increases current income thresholds that
apply to the dependent care credit. Current
law established a $15,620 threshold. S.F.
1834 proposes increasing that amount to
$20,000.
A statement from the Department of
Revenue was issued that showed that S.F.
1688 and S.P. 1916 would result in a $13.6
million loss of revenue to the state. S.P. 1834
was shown to I?roduce a $3.1 million loss.
The subcommittee will discuss all three bills
at a future meeting.

Seven bills discussed
Seven bills were heard by the Taxes and Tax
Laws Subcommittee on Property Tax Tues.,
Mar. 15. According to the committee chair,
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), some of the
bills have not been referred to the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee, thus all bills were
heard for discussion purposes only.
Sen. William Belanger (IR-Bloomington)
presented S.F. 2391, a bill establishing a
Dept. of Revenue levy limit. Belanger stated
that the bill is similar to a bill passed last year,
with the exception of the retention of
spending limits in certain provisions.
Accordin~to a financial analysis done by the
Dept. of Revenue, the bill eliminates obsolete
and redundant property tax levy limitations
and has no effect on the genera fund.
S.F. 2299, authored by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Olyndon), authorizes cities to
exempt agricultura processing facilities from
property taxes. To qualify under the bill,
Langseth stated that the investment by the
facility must be at least $100 million.
Langseth told the committee he intends to
broaoen the scope of the bill.
Sen. Joseph Bertram Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
introduced S.F. 2268. The proposal provides
for the establishment of tax increment
financing (TIF) districts designated as
manufacturing districts. According to
Bertram, in order to establish a TIF district,
the facility must be in the public interest
because either it will discourage commerce
from moving to another state, result in
increased employment for the state, or result
in the preservation of the tax base.
A bill exempting redevelopment districts
from the local government aid (LOA) and
homestead and agricultural credit aid
(HACA) offset applied to TIF districts, was
presented ~y Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-

Mankato). According to Hottinger, S.P.
2173 encourages municipalities to develop
previously undeveloped property for sale to
private parties.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.F. 2174. The measure extenas the period
in which tax increments may be used to
finance the costs of interest reduction
pro~rams from 12 years to 15 years.
.
S.P. 1923, authored by Sen. Steve Murphy
(DFL-Red Wing), authorizes the Red Wing
City Council to extend two TIF districts until
Aug., 2009. Currently, law requires these TIF
districts end in Aug., 2001.
Sen. Ted Mondale <nFL-St. Louis Park)
presented a proposal changing TIF law
restrictions on hazardous substance
subdistricts and soil condition districts.

Limited liability heard
The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Sales and Income Tax, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), convened
Wed., Mar. 16, to hear four bills.
Reichgott presented S.F. 1786 relating to
limited liability. Reichgott explained to the
subcommittee the legal differences between
limited liability partnerships and limited
liabilitr companies. Reichgott's bill allows
genera partnerships to form in limited
liability partnerships without the expense of
limited liability companies. Reichgott
presented a financial analysis from the Dept.
of Revenue that explained that there will be
no economic impact on the state if limited
liability partnerships are allowed to form.
The bill was approved and referred to the full
Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
outlined a bill, requested by the city of St.
Paul, designed to correct a computational
abnormality in the city's sales tax tables.
According to Pappas, the way sales taxes are
calculated now, an 8 percent sales tax is the
result of the state's 6.5 percent and the city's
.5 percent tax. Under the provision, that
would be corrected to the proper 7 percent
rate. Parpas stated that the bill authorizes the
Dept. 0 Revenue to correct the problem.
The bill was approved and referred to the full
committee.
S.F. 2004, authored by Sen. Douglas
lohnson (DFL-Cook), authorizes the city of
Two Harbors to use 1 percent of its current 3
percent tax on lodging for the restoration of a
historic tug boat. Johnson stated that the
city would like to use the Edna O. tug boat as
a promotion for tourists. The bill was
approved and referred to the full committee.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) "presented a
Dept. of Revenue technical Eill. The bill
focuses on numerous clarifications and
documentation corrections to bring laws
current with Dept. of Revenue practices. The
bill was approvea and referred to the full
committee.

Transportation and Public
Transit
Omnibus funding bill advances
The omnibus transportation supplemental
funding bill was unveiled at the Fri., Mar. 11,
meeting of the Transportation and Public
Transit Finance Division. S.F. 2097, carried
~y. division Chair Keith Langseth (DFLGlyndon), also provides a mechanism for an
annual gasoline tax rate adjustment.
Langseth said that the proposal " is a well
balanced solution for damage control" in the
struggle to fund growing transportation and
transit needs. The centefRiece of the
proposal is a new formula for the gasoline tax
rate. Under the proposal, the gasoline tax is

adjusted annually on the basis of inflation
and gasoline consum£tion. To set the rate
that will be effective June 1, 1994, the bill
provides that the current tax rate be multiplied by the percentage change in inflation
and gasoline consumption since the date of
the last tax rate change, which was 1988.
The bill also transfers 16 IJercent of the
motor vehicle excise tax (MVET) proceed to
the transit assistance fund for use in funding
mass transit. The current distrib.ution of the
transit funding--80 percent metro and 20
rural--is repealed under Langseth's bill.
Langseth said that the proposal also
contains $50 million in bonding to fill the
gap between the time the new gas tax starts
ana the time the proceeds become available
for use so that construction and maintenance
prCJiects can go forward this summer.
The bill also contains funding for an
electric vehicle technology study, provides
funding for a high-speed rail study, p'rovides
partial funding for an environmental impact
statement for the Wakota bridge on 1-494,
and appropriates $37.316 million in total
bond proceeds for capital improvements.
The bill was advanced to the full Transportation and Public Transit Committee for
further discussion.
In other action, the division also approved
a measure, S.F. 2055, authored by Sen. Terry
Johnston (IR-Prior Lake), that contains a
similar gasoline tax annual adjustment
mechanism and a 16 ~rcent MVET transfer
for transit provision. The bill also goes to the
full committee for further disucssion.
Earlier, the panel heard the sllpplemental
budget reguests of the Dept. of Transportation, the Regional Transit Board and the
Metropolitan Transit Commission.

Teen driver's license requirement
A bill calling for suspending die drivers'
licenses of teens who drop out of school or
who are habitually truant cleared the
Transportation and Public Transit Committee Tues., Mar. 15. The bill, S.F. 2111,
sponsored by_ Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope) requires suspension of
drivers' licenses of 16- to 18-year-olds who
withdraw from or are dismissed from school,
or are found to be juvenile offenders or
habitual truants by' a juvenile court. The
measure also specifies that a driver's license
may not be issued to anyone under 18 years of
age without evidence of enrollment in or
graduation from a secondary school or certain
other programs. Catherine Burke-Moore,
director of driver and vehicle services
division, Dept. of Public Safety, said that the
division opposes the legislation because it
opposes denying drivers' licenses for nondriving related offenses. The committee
~proved one amendment to the bill by Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), providing for
school officials to report dismissals from
school for students 15 years and older. The
original bill had the reporting begin for
students 13 and older. After hearing
testimony on the bill1 the Senators approved
S.F. 2111 as amended and re-referred it to the
Crime Prevention Committee.
The committee also aP-.Rroved S.F. 1774,
sponsored by Sen. Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham
Cake). The bill permits use of strobe lights by
rural mail carriers. Because of concerns
expressed by the State Patrol at a previous
hearing of the bill Hanson offered an
amendment specifYing that the lights used be
high-mounted amber strobe lights. The
committee voted to approve the bill and
forwarded it to the Senate floor. The
committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake) also
approved two additional bills.
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance
Monday, March 21
.:. The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1973,Hanson: Requiring
reK!stration of manufacturers and distributors
at BGH. S.F. 2093-Morse: Establishing a
program to identify milk and milk products
tree of BGH. S.F. 2150-Dille: Responsibility
for control of pollution by animal feedlots to
the Dept. of Agriculture.
Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

Chair: Sen, Sam Solon

12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2267-Samuelson: Real estate
title insurance companies mortgage discharge.
S.F. 2311-Kelly: Currency exchange services
regulations modifications. S.F. 2388Chandler: Environmental marketing
deceJltive tradeJlractices regulation. S.F.
2425-Stevens: Fireworks operators
certification requirements.
.:. Judiciary Committee

Cllair: Sen. Ember ReichfottJunge

Noon Room 15 Capito
Agenda: S.F. 1318-Betzold: Health care
review organizations records confidentially
scope clarification. S.F. 1700-Vickerman:
Desecration of the flag. S.F. 1764-Betzold:
Access to vehicle registration data. S.F. 1791Knutson: Classification and release of
commerce data. S.F. 1823-Ranum: Listing
provisions codified outside the govt. data
practices act that limit access to data. S.F.
2291-Merriam: Prohibit fees for public bond
counsel. Bills re-referred from Privacy
Subcommittee.
.:. Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 CaQitol
Agenda: S.F. 1725-Berglin: Race Bias.Task
Force bill. S.F. 1759-Betzold: Mental health
training for correctional officers. S.F. 2111Reichgott Junge: Juvenile driver's license bill.
S.F. 2163-Kelly: fntensive community_
supervision modifications. S.F. 2238-Kelly:
Standards for payment of local corrections
inmate claims. S.F. 2348-Spear: Legislative
committee reference update for reports. S.F.
2567-Ranum: Scope ot first degree domestic
child abuse murder; domestic abuse OFP. S.P.
2583-Anderson: Crime prevention programs
oversight.
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

2 p.m. Room 123 C~itol
Agend.a: S.F. 1859-Chandler: Packaging
reduction.

Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bett)' Adkins

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2551-So1on: Miller-Dwan
Hospital. S.F. 2526-Hotting~~: Mankato - port
autnority. S.F. 2522-Sams: Wadena Countyconsolidate offices. S.F. 2132-Beckman:
Eliminating authority of county recorders to
collect certain fees. ::i.F. 2218-Lessard: Itasca
County - additional levy authority. S.F. 1740Knutson: Met. Council to study housing
redevelopment and rehabilitation costs. S.F.
1779-Dille: Hutchinson to incur debt for
improvements.
Legislative Commission on Pensions and
Retirement

Chair: Sen. Phil Riveness

6 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Education Funding Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
6:30 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1837-Bertram: Debt redemption
fund transfer ISD 738. S.F. 2057 -Morse:
Allowing Rollingstone to construct and lease
space to the school district. S.F. 2075-Sams:
Motley-Staples referendum levy revenue. S.F.
2263-::iams: Transportation aid adjustment.
S.F. 2281-Finn: Fund transfer. S.F. 2339Chmielewski: Enhanced curriculum pilot
program.

Chair: Sen. Carl Kroening

2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Capital budget requests.
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Transportation and Public Transit
Committee

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielews/d

8:00 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 251O-Ranum: Regulating Head
Start school buses. S.F. 1802-Murphy:
Distribution of funds from the town road
account. S.F. 2474-Moe: Authorizing the TRB
to permit a class II-L carrier to own a second
terminal. S.F. 2035-Finn: Allowing citizen
enforcement programs to enforce vehicle
Qarking laws relating to the physically
oisablea. S.F. 762-Morse: Port development
assistance program. SJ. 1957-}anezicn: Study
of vehicle safety standards ana inspection
programs. SJ. 2415-Hanson: Reportable
vehicle accidents. S.F. 1968-Pappas:
Extending eligibility for special veterans'
license plates to allied veterans. S.F. XXX:
DOT housekeeping bill. S.F. 2097-Langseth:
Omnibus funding bill.
Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

10 a.m. Room 15 C~itol
Agenda: S.F. 2413-::iams: First responder.
Report on prescription drugs. S.F. 2381-Finn:
Prescription drugs. S.F. 2661-Hottinger:
Health care - prohibits certain mergers and
acquisitions.

Education Funding Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller

Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge

6:30 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 584- Krentz: Protection from
civil lawsuits for exercising constitutional
rights. S.F. 1784-Riveness: Immunity for
reporting suspected insurance fraud. S.F. 1958Janezich: Provide for recreational use, liability,
and easements or other rights. S.F. 2021Laidig: Limiting liability out of livestock
activities. S.F. 2247-Sams: Changing law on
nuisance liability of ago operations. ::i.F. 2309Reichgott Junge: Tort recodification. Bills rereferrea from other committees.
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division
.

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

7 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2445-Merriam: Stamps and
surcharges

Tuesday, March 22

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2167-Pogemiller: Male
responsibility bill. S.F. 2463-Pappas: Pilot
Qrogram for Kamsey County sChool districts.
::i.F. 2206-Pogemiller: Dept. of Education
technical bill. S.F. 1790-01son: Dept. of
Education policy bill.
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2294-Johnson, D.E.: Prairie
Woods environmental learning center. S.F.
1588-Moe, R.D.: A~assiz environmental
learning center. S.F. 1133-Morse: Landfill
cleanup program. S.F. 2235-Lessard:
Mississippi Headwaters area.
.:. Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 493-Johnson, D.E.: Term limits.
Family Services Committee

.:. Gaming Regulation Committee

Chair: Sen. Pat Piper
12 noon Room LS Capitol

8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2067-Bertram: Lottery - video
lottery machines for poker, keno, slots and
bingo. Discussion of committee gaming bill

Agenda: S.F. 2090-Betzold: Administrative
hearings. S.F. 2135-Sams: CSSA time line
modifications. S.F. 2000-Berglin: Child care
staff retention. S.F. 2271-Stevens: Child
support "most wanted" bill.

Chair: Sen. Cnarles Berg

Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen
Jobs, Ener~y and Community Development
Funding Division

procedures for administrative rules.

8 a.m. Room 15 Ca2itol
Agenda: S.F. 2170-::iams: Requiring prompt
payment for grantees. S.F. 2363-Hottinger:
Administrative procedures - regulating
rulemaking. S.F. 1969-Hottinger: Revising

Veterans and General Legislation Committee

Chair: Sen. Jim Vicl<erman

12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2219-Lessard: Grand Rapids
civic center. S.F. 2333-Finn: Battle Point
historic site. S.F. 2376-Finn: Museum and
center of American Indian history. S.F. 2380-

Johnson, D.J.: St. Louis County Heritage and
Arts Center. S.F. 2422-Finn: Burial grounds
and civil actions. S.F. 2437-Finn: Amateur
sports - 1995 Indigenous Games. S.F. 2450Metzen: Minn. Historical Society status.
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1909-Price: Individual sewage
treatment systems. S.F. 1915-Johnson, D.J.:
Return to water fish snagged. S.F. 1956Vickerman: Lewis and Clark rural water
§j'§tem. S.F. 2220-Price: Duties of Legislative
Water Commission. S.F. 2289-Merriam: PCA
reimbursement. S.F. 2451-Johnson, I.B.:
Adding lands to certain state parks. S.F. 2523Merriam: Office of Waste Management. S.F.
2608-Johnson, D.J.: Cook County land sale.
Transportation and Public Transit Finance
Division

Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth

2 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1866-Metzen: Wakota brigge.
S.P. 2201-Lessard: Highway rest area. S.P.
348-Anderson: Highway 21l0.
Legislative Coordinating Commission
Subcommittee on Budgets and Salaries

Chair: Rep. Irv Anderson

3:30 p.m. Room 229 Capitol
Agenda: Personnel matters. Legislative plan
for employee benefits.
Legislative Coordinating Commission

CMir: Sen. Allan Spear

3:45 p.m. Room 229 Capitol
Agenda: Report of the Subcommittee on
Budgets and Salaries.
Higher Education Division

CMir: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Higher Education Board
supplemental budget. S.P. 2120- Larson:
Modifying award of grants for faculty
exchange. S.F. 2367-Stumpf: Higher
education merger bill. Technical colleges and
Higher Education Board capital budgets.
Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Income and Sales Taxes
Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
4 p.m. Room 15 CaQitol
Agenda: S.F. 1778-Runbeck: MVET on park
trailers. S.F. 1787-Knutson: ExemRtion for
electronic funds transfer of withholding taxes.
S.F. 1830-Bertram: ExemQtion for certain
firefighting equipment. S.F. 2025-Novak:
Exemption for firef!ghting personal protective
equipment. S.F. 217o-Reichgott Junge:
ExemQting bookmobiles from the MVET. S.F.
2179-Solon: Insurance - allowing certain
assessments as offsets against certain tax
liabilities. S.F. 2188-Pappas: Subtraction from
federal taxable income tor federal mortgage
interest credits. S.F. 2336-Kelly: Income tax
credit for home mortgage interest. S.F. 2408Novak: Regulating exemptionsfor fundraising
by nonprotits.
Legislative Commission on Pensions and
Retirement

Chair: Sen. Phil Riveness

6 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

7:30 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1817-Spear: Plea bargaining.
S.P. 1839-Metzen: KidnappinKpenalty when
victim is not found. S.F. 11l63-Kiscaden:
Contributing to delinquency or CHIPS status

of a minor. S.F. 1918-Belanger: First degree
life without parole murder for killing a local
corrections guard. S.F. 2089-Spear: Defense
services reimbursement limited to courtappointed counsel. S.F. 2442-Hottinger:
Probable cause arrest for nonfelony crimes in a
school zone. S.F. 2511-Reichgott Junge:
Sexual assault definition of consent. S.F.
2602-Lesewski: Peeping Tom crimes.

Wednesday, March 23
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Gaming Relmlation Committee

Chair: Sen. Charles Berg

8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
.:. Transportation and Public Transit
Committee

Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielewsld

8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1736-Belanger: Regional Transit
Board. S.F. 862-Price: Licensing of persons
engaged in commercialpractices related to
new motor vehicles. S.F. 1805-Merriam:
Allowing dealers to act as deputy registrars.
S.F. 2354-Vickerman: Transportation of
hazardous material and hazardous waste. S.F.
2099-Larson: Requiring DOT to accept
competitive design-build bids for nonvehicular bridges. S.F. 2m2-Bertram: Charter
carrier limited authority to pick up and let off
passengers. S.P. 1796-Laidig: Requiring loads
of aggregate be covered when traveling at 40
miles per hour or greater. S.F. 2097-Langseth:
Omnibus funding bill.
.:. Education Committee

Chairs: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf and
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2120-Larson: Modifving award
of grants for faculty exchange. s.F. 2367Stumpf: Higher educa,tion merger bill.
Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1694-Betzold: Intrusive
treatment for mentally ill and dangerous. S.F.
2345-Vickerman: Phy§ician license - foreign
graduates. S.F. 2273-Krentz: Teen program to
reduce pregnancy. S.F.XXX-Solon: Lead paint
abatement.
Higher Education Division

translation. S.F. 2346-Metzen: Securities
registration modifications. S.F. 2576Anderson: Women-owned businesses credit
needs study.
Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge

Immediately following session Room 15
Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1793-Samuelson: Registration
by title in cases of termination of a land
contract. S.F. 1888-Reichgott Junge:
Prohibiting marital status aiscrimination. S.F.
2552-Spear: Increasing number of trial court
judgeships. S.F. 2642-finn: Privilege for
certain communications. S.F. 2031-Bertram:
Enforcement of commitments for debts related
to lawful gambling activities. S.F. 2314Chandler: Guardianships and
conservatorships.
Rules and Administration Subcommittee on
Bill Referral

Chair: Sen. William Luther

Immediately following session Room 237
Capitol
'l'\genda: S.F. 1643-Dille: Rule 35 Merriam relating to lotteries. S.F. 2193-Morse: Rule 35
Merriam - relating to water.
Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1804-Metzen: Definition,
destruction of forfeited weapons. S.F. 1919Kelly: Juvenile, federal conformity, etc.,
firearms bill. S.F. 2115-Kelly: Illegal second
party transfer, mandatory minimum, other
firearms penalties.
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

2 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
.
Agenda: S.F. 2254-Luther: Lower St. Croix
River Act. S.F. 1937-Novak: Laurentian
environmental learning center. S;F. 2092Finn: Imposing an assessment on wood
acquired by mills.

Jobs, Enerf0' and Community Development
Funding Division

Chair: Sen. Carl Kroening

2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Capital Budget requests.

Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

Chair: Sen.

Bet~

Adkins

Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2598-Pogemiller: Authorizing
the park and recreation board of Minne~olis
to transfer conveyed land to Mn/DOT. S.F.
2550-Flynn: Appointment of Metropolitan
Area soil and water conservation supervisors
by metro counties. S.F. 365-Hottinger:
Annexations. S.F. 1853-Hottinger:
Annexations. H.F. 228-Vickerman:
Annexations.

Immediately following session Room 107
Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe

CMir: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

After full committee. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Supplemental budget allocations.
Bonding.

The Senate will meet at 12 noon.

Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.

.:. Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

Chair: Sen. Sam Solon

Immediately following session Room 112
Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2168-Bertram: Farm disaster
relief. S.F. 2117-Larson: Agents and brokers
licensing fee modification. S.F. 2335-Berglin:
Coverage for sign and other language

Rules and Administration Committee

4 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Report of tne Bill Referral
Subcommittee; and the Ad Hoc Personnel
Subcommittee.
State Government Finance Division

Chair: Sen. Richard Cohen

4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Capital budgets of the Dept. of
Administration and the CAPPo
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Taxes and Tax Laws Committee

Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

4:00 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1786-Reichgott Junge: Limited
liability partnerships. S.F. 2004-1ohnson, D.J.:
Two Harbors lodging tax. S.P. 2071-Pappas:
Coordinating of sales tax schedules for the
state and city of St. Paul. S.F. 2391-Belanger:
Levy limit repeal bill. S.P. 2420-Flynn:
Department policy bill.

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2395-Lutner: Uniform elections.

Chair: Sen. Jim Vic1<erman

8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

.:. Transportation and Public Transit
Committee
Chair: Sen. Florian Chmielews/<i
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2097-Langseth: Omnibus
funding.

Chair: Sen, Douglas Johnson

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

Chair: Sen. John Marty

Veterans and General Legislation Committee
12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Chair: Sen, Sam Solon

6 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 1133-Morse: Landfill bill. S.F.
1937-Novak: Laurentian environmental
learning center. S.F. 2140-Cohen:
App.ropriation for Science Museum. S.P.
2445-Merriam: Game and fish revenues. S.F.
2467-Berg: Modifying size limit for walleyes.
S.F. 2468-Finn: Beaver control.

2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2161-Solon: Omnibus liquor
bilL S.P. 2255-Luther: Farm liability insurance
policies pollution coverage study. S.F. 2582Reichgott Junge: Fire insurance policy
protections extension.

Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen, Allan Spear

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berg/.in

7:30 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2077-Samuelson: Efficiency
incentives, ICFMR. S.F. 2455-Berglin:
Community Clinic Consortium. S.P. 2396Berglin: Wage bill.

Thursday, March 24

.:. Crime Prevention Committee

2 p.m. Room 15 CaQitol
Agenda: S.F. 2226-~pear: Metro Area
firearms regulation law.
Higher Education Division
Cnair: Sen, leRoy Stumpf
4 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Allocations and bonding.
State Government Finance Division

Chair: Sen, Richard Cohen

4 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

.:. The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Education Funding Division

.:. Education Fundin~Division

6 p.m. Room 125 Cai2!tol
Agenda: Special Ed. Task Force Draft Bill.
S.P. 2216-Ranum: Data on violence in schools
involving IEP students.

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2587-Merriam: Metro magnet
school facilities grant. S.F. XXX-Mondale:
Advancing metropolitan school
desegregation.

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2374-Johnson J .B.: Campus and
community services in Cambridge RTC for
those with develt2Pmental disabilities. S.F.
2640-Benson, D.D.: DHS Medical Assistance
(MA) and General Assistance Medical Care
(GAMC) bill.
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Chair: Sen, Lawrence Pogemiller

Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen, James Metzen

6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Any remaining bills.

Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

7:30 p.m. Room 113 C~itol
Agenda: S.P. 1765-McUowan: Governor's
crime bill. Re-referrals from other committees.

Friday, March 25
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

Education Funding Division

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1858-Benson, D.D.: DNR sale of
lands in Gordy Yaeger wildlife management.
S.P. 2062-Stevens: Mille Lacs land sale. S.F.
2066-Hanson: Anoka County tax-forfeited
land sale. S.P. 2152-Langseth: Sale of taxforfeited land in Clay ana Wilkin counties.
S.P. 2236-Lessard: Sale of native tree seed and
tree planting stock. S.P. 2305-Lessard: Sale of
tax-forfeited land in Aitkin County. S.F.
2385-Lessard: Voyageurs National Park. S.F.
2429-Lessard: Nonresident multiple zone
antlerless deer licenses. S.P. 2561-Lessard:
Sale of land in Itasca and St. Louis Counties.
S.F. 2562-Lessard: Sale of land in Itasca
County. S.P. 2588-Lessard: Land
commissioner bill.
Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen, Ember ReichgottJunge
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen, James Metzen

6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

.:. Live television coverage will be provided.
Check Channel 6 for scnedule.
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Juvenile justice bill passed
A bill revamping the state's juvenile
justice system received final pass<lge at the
Mon., Mar. 21, floor session. H.F.2074,
authored by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.),
creat,es a serious youthful offender program,
provides for secure placement of juveniles
convicted under the serious youthful
offender category and provides additional
funding foryrevention and diversion
pro*rams. Ranum said that the bill provides
for major systemic change in the juvenile
justice system" and that the overwhelming
majority of the provisions contained in the
bill reflect the recommendations of the
Supreme Court's Advisory Task Force on
Juvenile Justice.
Ranum also said that while the bill places
emphasis on a strong response to serious and
repeat juvenile crime, the measure also is "a
thoughtful rmckage of initiatives grounded
in the belief that Minnesotans believe
rehabilitation and prevention are preferable
to the institutionalization of juveniles."
"The bill is also the product of a strong
bipartisan working relationship and
represents excellent public policy," Ranum
concluded.
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple
Grove) echoed Ranum's comments and said,
"The bill is a balanced approach that holds
the offender accountable, yet provides hope
by steering juveniles away from crime by
funding prevention programs."
After an explanation of the bill and the
adoption of technical amendments
providing for consistent wordage and the
addition of legislators to a task force created
in the bill, the measure was given final
passage on a vote of 64-0.

Metro reorganization bill passed
The metropolitan governance bill was the
focus of debate at tne Thurs., Mar. 24, floor
session. S.F. 2015\ authored by Sen. Carol
Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), makes the terms of the
16 Metropolitan Council members
coterminous with the governor, provides
that the chair is one of 16 members,
abolishes other metro agencies such as the
Metropolitan Transit Commission and the
Metropolitan Waste Commission and brings
the responsibilities of the abolished agencies
under the jurisdiction of the Metro Council.
"The issue before us is accountability,"
Flynn said in her introductory remarks.
"The breakdown of Metro Mobility last fall
illustrates the confusion about a
governmental system that is not working,"
she said. According to Flynn, the
.
traditional separation of planning and
?pera~ions is part of. the problem and the bill
IS deSigned to combme those functions.
Much of the debate centered on an
amendment, offered by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park), requiring that the
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members of the Metropolitan Council be
elected. Mondale argued that the election
of Metro Council members would increase
the accountability of regional government.
Opponents argued that imposing another
elected layer of government on the region
would lead to gridlock and the
politicalization of the Council. The
amendment was defeated on a 27-37 roll call
vote. An amendment, offered by Sen. Ed
Oliver (IR-Deephaven), to retain the
current appointment structure of a 17
member council with a full time chair
elected at staggered intervals, was also
defeated. After adoption of two technical
amendments, offered by Flynn, the bill was
given final passage on a 64-2 vote.
In other action, members granted final
passage to H.F. 1845. The measure,
sponsored by Mondale, authorizes school
districts to start before the Labor Day
holiday next fall. According to Mondale,
the bil is needed to accommodate students
who wish to celebrate Rosh Hashanah and
not miss the opening day of school. Rosh
Hashanah falls the day after Labor Day this
year, the same day schools are scheduled to
open.
A bill requiring the contractors who
operate the emission control inspection
stations to also make available the
opportunity to renew vehicle registrations,
license plates and tabs was defeated by the
Senate. S.F. 191O,1,.~onsored by Sen.
Deanna Wiener (uFL-Eagan), failed on a
vote of 28-37.
Members also ad0'ted a resolution
reprimanding Sen. Sam Solon (DFLDuluth), for his conduct in allowing others
to use his Senate telephone to make long
distance calls.

Term limits fail
On a 7-5 roll call vote, the Senate Ethics
and Cam~ign Reform Committee defeated
S.F. 493, Tues. Mar. 22. The bill, authored
by Sen. Dean lohnson (IR-Willmar),
imposes term limits on legislators and
executive officers.
The committee, chaired by Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville), listened to
testimony against the measure. Among the
()RPonents were Bob Rootes, United Steel
Workers of America and Joan Higinbotham,
executive director of Common Cause.
Rootes said that 90 percent of his
membership opposes term limits. Their main
objection is that term limits allow for the
population ofone geographic area to decide
for another geographic area how long an
elected member can hold office, he said.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
said that the current system already allows
for voters in his district to limit his term
they can vote him out. Pogemiller went on
to say that S.F. 493 "will institutionalize 10
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year terms." The problem of entrenched
chairs needs to be addressed internally, by
the Legislature, Pogemiller said.
Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) also
argued against the bill. He said that term
limits restrict the number and type of
candidates running for office as well as
shifting power from the legislative branch to
the executive branch. Furthermore, the full
effect of term limits are yet to be evaluated,
Moe said.
Higinbotham proclaimed, "Putting a bad
idea on the ballot is a waste of resources, of
both time and money."

Video gaming approved
A measure that expands gambling to
include use of video lottery machines was
approved at the Tues., Mar. 22 meeting of
the Senate Gaming Regulation Committee.
On a 5-4 roll call vote, S.F. 2067, sponsored
by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville),
was flPproved and re-referred to the Taxes
and Tax Law Committee.
T esti(ying against the bill was Stephen
Hoenack, an economics professor at the
Hubert Humphrey Institute of Public
Affairs. Hoenack said that a review of data
on bar sales since 1974, shows that the most
important factors contributing to declining
bar sales have been the advancing age of
Minnesota's population and a decline in
income. Hoenack said that since 1974 liquor
sales in bars have been declining steadily,
and that data suggests that the imp-act of
casino gambling has possibly benefitted bars
in adjacent counties.
Paul Anton, an economist from the firm
of Bugbee, Anton and Associates disputed
Hoenack's conclusions, saying that the
growth of Las Vegas style casinos has
effected the business levels at drinking
establishments in recent years.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio), approved an
amendment that allows 3.2 taverns and
bingo halls to install video gambling. The
members also endorsed an amendment
banning all gifts to the director, board
member, or employee of the lottery board.

Call..in program aired
Senate Media Services offers a live, call-in
television program weekdays from 4 to 5
p.m. Each day, two legislators answer
viewers' questions regarding pending
legislation and current issues.
The program is broadcast on cable
channel 6 in the Metro Area and cable
channels in several Greater Minnesota
cities, including Duluth, Rochester, St.
Cloud, Cannon Falls, Owatonna, Thief
River Falls, Little Falls, and Hibbing.
Check your local television listings for
stations and times.
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rBGH bills heard
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) and Sen.
Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake) presented
bills allowing milk and milk products that do
not come from cows treated with recombinant bovine growth hormone (rBGH), to be
labeled as such to the Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee, Mon., Mar. 21.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram,
Sr. (DFL-Paynesvil1e) will continue hearing
the bills at the next committee meeting.
S.F. 2093, presented by Morse, establishes
a certification and labeling program to
identify milk and milk products free of rBGH.
According to Morse, consumers have a
concern with products containing rBGH and
have a right to know if the item they are
consuming contains rBGH. Morse stated
that the bill al10ws the commissioner of
agriculture to inspect dairy operations to
ensure those producers who say the are not
usinK the rBGH input are being truthful.
S.F. 1973, a proposal incorporated into
Morse's bill, requires the registration of
manufacturers and distributors of recombinant bovine somatotropin (rBST). According to Hanson, the bill also provides for
licensing, fees, and inspections of diary
operations. The fees are $100.00 per year for
manufacturers and $50.00 per year for
distributors.
Dr. Michael Hansen from Consumers
Union testified that rBGH can have some
unhealthy effects on dairy cows, thus it is an
input consumers should lie aware of. Fleisha
Bush, a r~istered dietician, told the committee that rl:lGH poses no threat when
consumed and only three out of 10,000
people she has talked with had any concerns
with rBGH.

rBGH bill moves forward
The Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee, chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-Paynesville), met Tues. evening, Mar.
to take action on a bil1 authorizing
recombinant bovine growth hormone
(rBGH) free labeling and a bill relating to
feedlots.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
continued the presentation of S.F. 2093,
establishing certification and voluntary
labeling to identify milk and milk products
free of rBGH. Morse stated that tile bill does
not require the labeling of milk or milk
products, but rather is voluntary.
Duane Winhorse, a dairy farmer from
southern Minnesota, testified that rBGH is a
competitive advantage in the dairy industry,
however, labeling takes away that advantage.
Dwight Hasselquist, a dairy farmer and
representative of the Minnesota Farm Bureau,
stated that the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has tested and found the product
to be safe, thus there is no need to label milk
that has or has not come from a cow treated
with rBGH.
Wayne Kelly, a dairy farmer, testified that
he sees labeling as a marketing tool and that
labeling a product as rBGH-free is only
telling the truth about the product.
Sen. Dan Stevens OR-Mora) offered an
amendment that provides for the uniformity
of labels going outside the state. Under the
amendment, Rroducers have the option to
consult with the commissioner of agriculture
on labelin& to ensure labels comply with
other state s standards. The amendment was
adopted.
Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel) offered an
amendment that adds to the label that "no
significant difference has been shown
between milk derived from rBGH treated
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cows and those that are not." Other
Qrovisions in the amendment, according to
Dille, adds a fee to producers who use the
label, prohibits making a false statement
about rBGH, and deletes the licensing
requirement of a manufacturer. The
amendment was adopted. The bill was
apRroved and re-referred to the Environment
and Natural Resources Committee.
Dille presented S.P. 2150, a bill establishing a feedlot and manure management
advisory committee. The bill was approved
and re-referred to the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee.

Dairy pricing bill approved
The Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee met Wed., Mar. 23, to discuss
bills relating to milk pricing and rural
financing.
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) presented
S.F. 2709) a bill amendingprovisions on the
pricing ot dairy products. Dan Larson
testifying on bellalf of the Minnesota Grocers
Association, stated that the need for the
proposal centers on the protection of small
grocers in Minnesota. According to Larson,
the bil1 provides that a processor or wholesaler may not sell class I or II dairy products
at a price lower than the processor's or
wholesaler's cost. Larson also stated that the
roposal does not allow a retailer to sell class
Yor II dairy products at a retail price lower
than 100 percent of the retailers cost until
Tune 30, 1994 and at the retailers cost
beginning Tuly 1, 1994. Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples) urged the committee to allow
current legislation relating to milk prices to
produce results before approving the bill. S.P.
2709 was approved by the committee on a 45 roll call vote and sent to the Senate floor. .
S.F. 2326, a bil1 requesting $2 million for
an appropriation to tile capital access
program to cover losses sustained by lenders
who enroll in the program and make loans to
farmers was presented by Sen Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glynson). Langseth said the farmers
must use the funds to finance the purchase of
stock in a cooperative that wants to construct
and operate an agricultural product processing facility. Langseth stated that the bill
makes capital available to those farmers
wishing to join a cooperative under certain
circumstances. The bill was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee.
Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine)
presented ~.F. 2325, a bill establishing a
revolving fund to help farmers in Minnesota
buy into cooperatives for the purpose of
constructing and oRerating an agricultural
product processing facility. The bill was
approv~d and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) outlined S.P. 2485, a bill authorizing
the commissioner of agriculture to lease grain
testing equipment to country elevators.
Further testimony is expected on S.F. 2485.
No action was taken.

Commerce and Consumer
Protection
MinnesotaCare bill advances
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee advanced S.F. 2192, the
MinnesotaCare implementation bill, at the
Thurs., Mar. 17, meeting. The committee,
chaired by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
approved three amendments to the bill. The
first, offered by the bill's author, Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), adds detail to the bill's

requirements for the advisory committee on
dental services. The amendment specifies
that the committee must study the quality
and cost-effectiveness of capitated dental
networks, discounted dental preferred
provider organizations, and independent
practice dentistry. The committee also
approved an amendment by Sen. Cal Larson
(lR-Fergus Falls) making technical changes
that involve mote providers in solvency
protection for MinnesotaCare.
The Senators turned next to an amendment offered by Sen. Edward Oliver ORDeephaven). The committee approved a
provision in the amendment that imposes
investment restrictions on community
integrated service networks (CISNs)j a
provision that specifies that the total of
surcharges on a community network or health
carrier may not exceed two percent of its
average annual premium; and a IJrovision that
requires a study of whether CISJ\ls should use
risk-based ci!Pital standards for their solvency
standards. The committee did not approve a
l2.0rtion of the Oliver amendment requiring
CISNs to meet the same solvency standards
reCLuired of HMOs.
~.F. 2192 now goes to the Governmental
Operations Committee.

Coverage for fibrocystic conditions
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee, at the Mon., Mar. 21, meeting,
approved a bill that prohibits insurers from
cancelling or not renewing health insurance
forpeople with fibrocystic conditions. S.F.
1951, according to its sponsor, Sen. Terry
Johnston OR-Prior Lake), is intended to
prevent insurance companies from discontinuing coverage for w?tpen w;hp~ave
fibrocystic breast condltlons -- conditions,
very prevalent among women over age 30,
that cause benign lumRs in the breast. In
addition, the bill prohibits putting people
with the condition in a higher-risk categol}'
or excluding coverage for the condition. The
committee approved the bill and re-referred it
to the Consent Calendar.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth), approved five other
bills. S.P. 2267, sQonsored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), allows title
insurance companies to execute a certificate
of release on behalf of a mortgagor when the
release of mortgage has not been executed
after 60 da~ and the mortgagee has been
informed. The bil1 was approved and rereferred to the Judiciary Committee.
S.F. 2311, sponsored by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Pau!), expands current law regulating currency exchanges and increases the
penalty for violating the law from a misdemeanor to a gross misdemeanor. The bill
expands the definition of currency exchanges
to include wire transfers and money order
sales. It also clarifies the kind of information
a license arplicant is required to submit and
requires al applicants to submit to a background check, including a criminal history
check. The bill also increases the required
bond from $10,000 to $25,000. After
discussion, the committee adopted an
amendment by Sen. Cal Larson (IR-Fergus
Falls), raising the bond requirement to
$50,000. Tne committee approved S.F. 2311
as amended and re-referred it to the Crime
Prevention Committee.
The panel also approved S.P. 2425, a bill
ordering a study of the safety aspects of public
fireworks displays and fireworks display
operator qualifications. The bill's sponsor
Sen. Dan Stevens OR-Mora), cited severa l
accidents involving fireworks displays and

said the study is needed to explore how
legislation could increase the safety level and
establish qualification requirements for
fireworks operators. The bill now goes to the
Consent Calendar.
S.F. 2388, .§ponsored by Sen. Kevin
Chandler (Dl:iL-White Bear Lake), requires
that a person who makes an environmental
claim about a product sold in the state must
comply with federal guidelines regulating
deceptive trade practices. The bill was
~p'roved and forwarded to the Consent
Calendar.
S.F. 2501, sponsored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-l3rooklyn Park), extends
consumer protections in Minnesota's
insurance laws to insureds holding fire
insurance policies from township mutual fire
insurance companies. Under the bill, the
cancellation and nonrenewal standards that
now apply to insurance companies are
applicable to township mutuals. After
hearing testimony that the move could
restrict the availability of fire insurance in
rural Minnesota, Luther moved to lay the bill
over for further discussion.

Workers' comp discussed
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee, chaired by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), devoted the Tues., Mar. 22,
meeting to hearing S.F. 2475, a bill making
several changes in Minnesota's workers'
compensation sy,stem. The bill's author, Sen.
Steven Novak ~DFL-New Brighton), said the
core of the bill is the reregulation of the
insurance industry and a new definition of
permanent total disability. Under the bill, an
injured worker must have a disability rating of
15 percent of the whole body to be eligible
forpermanent total disability.
Testimony about the bill focused primarily
on the reregulation of insurance rates.
Representatives from the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, the Minnesota Trial
Lawyers Association, and the Insurance
Industry of Minnesota testified against the
portion of the bill that regulates rates. A
representative from the Minnesota AFL/CIO
also testified against the bill, saying that the
insurance industry has numerous ways to help
employers keep their premiums under
control.
The committee adopted one amendment,
offered by the author, to delete a section of
the bill that was inadvertently included due
to a recording error.
The panel failed to ado]?t two other
amendments. The first, offered by Sen. Cal
Larson (IR-Fergus Falls), incorporates the
Wisconsin workers' com~ model as an
amendment to the bill. The second, offered
by Sen. Edward Oliver OR-Deephaven),
deletes the bill's insurance rate regulation
provisions.
The committee voted to approve the bill
and re-refer it to the Finance Committee.

Securities bill okayed
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee, chairedJ~y Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), met Weds., Mar. 23, and
advanced two bills to the Senate Consent
Calendar.
S.P. 2346, authored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), provides for the
calculation of registration fees and uniform
expiration, renewal and reporting provisions
relating to securities registration statements
and sales reports filed by open-end investment companies and unit investment trust
companies. S.F. 2117 authored by Sen. Cal
Larson OR-Fergus Falis), provides for a 24
month, rather than an annual, license period
for insurance agents, real estate agents and

real estate appraisers. The measure also
adjusts the appropriate fees to reflect the
extended license period. An amendment was
adopted to specifY that one half of the
continuing education requirements be
completed during the first year of the license
period.

Crime Prevention
Crimes against women, children
The Crime Prevention Committee,
chaired by Sen. Allan ;3pear (DFL-Mpls.),
met Thurs. afternoon, Mar. 17 to discuss and
approve four bills. Sen. lane Ranum (DFLMpls.) presented S.F. 15'93, providing that
consent and mistake as to age are not
defenses to engaging in prostitution with
individuals under 13 years old. In addition,
the same two conditions are prohibited
defenses for other prostitution related
offenses regarding minors. Several proponents testified about the existence of
solicitation of underage prostitution,
including a former underage prostitute, who
affirmed the specific demand for young girls.
Sen. Patrick McGowan OR-Maple Grove)
said that minors older than 16 should have
some amount of accountability for criminal
actions. The bill was approved and goes to
the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Ellen Anderson presented S.F. 2371,
making female genital mutilation of a minor a
felony. Anderson introduced an amendment
that was adopted, which extends the
protection to adult women. The bill provides
for education and outreach activities to
immigrant communities. The bill was
endorsed and re-referred to the Health Care
Committee.
Ranum also presented S.F. 2270, clarifying
child abuse provisions and expanding the
definition of sexual contact with a,person
under 13. Fred Karasov, assistant Hennepin
County attorney explained the severe
emotional damage to children that can be
caused by any type of sexual contact. The bill
was approved and incorporated into the
crime omnibus bill.
Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville)
introduced S.F. 1835, a bill that prohibits
states and counties from providing health
care for inmates that is not constitutionally
required. The bill would exclude coverage of
any cosmetic or purely elective procedures.
The approved bill advances to the Consent
Calendar.

Budget requests heard
The Crime Prevention Finance Division,
chaired by Sen. Tr~cy Beckman (DFLBricelyn) met Fri., Mar. 18, to review
suyplemental budget reguests. Commissioner
of Corrections Frank Wood presented three
additional recommendations. The department reCLuested $700,000 for special health
care needs of inmates. Wood attributed the
increase to longer sentences and an increased
geriatric population. Wood explained that
the department is required to provide the
same level of care that is found in the
community. Recommendations include $1.5
million in 1994 and $14.6 million in 1995 for
inmate bed expansions at the Lino Lakes and
Faribault facilities. Wood noted the current
problems of overcrowding, violence, and the
need for increased staffing. The final request
is $4.5 million for security staff for the bed
expansion. Upon clarification, the request is
intended to rectify the $5 million cumulative
deficit faced by the department.
The Board of Public Defense budget
reguests were presented by Kevin Kajer and
John Stewart. The requests, which were not
recommended by the governor, include a

minority law clerk/paralegal pilot program,
requiring $168,000 for salaries. The other
request replaces federal grant fundingJor
training grants and other programs. Kajer
and Stewart also discussed the state takeover
of misdemeanor and juvenile public defense
services. Kajer stated the service is logical
and cost effective because of the unified court
system throughout the state. The division is
considering the requests.

Juvenile driver's bill advances
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls')l met Mon.,
Mar. 21, and approved several bil s. Sen.
Ember Reichgott lunge (DFL-New Hope)
presented S.P. 2111, a bill that denies driving
privileges to minors who do not comply with
school attendance laws, are dismissed from
school commit any delinquent act, commit a
juveniie,petty offense, or commit a major
traffic offense. The 30-day suspension of a
driver's license is mandatory, instead of being
dependent on the discretion of the court,
under the bill.
Catherine Burke Moore of the Dept. of
Public Safety expressed concern that the bill
was a punishment and not a remedial
sentence, since the license removal was not
limited to driving offenses. Supporters noted
that a license to drive was a privilege and not
a right. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DR-St. Paul)
presented an amendment, which was
adopted, deleting a section that would place
offenders on a list for law enforcement. Sen.
Thomas Neuville OR-Northfield) raised the
issue of the effect of a juvenile's license
suspension upon parents' insurance rates.
Reichgott Junge offered to explore the issue.
The bill was approved and advances to the
Education Committee.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) presented
S.F. 2163, a bill expanding the eligioility for
the intensive community supervision
program. The bill eliminates the requirement
for the court's written approval. The bill also
e~pands participation in the program to
offenders in custody for up to 30 months,
extending the current length of 27 months.
In addition, the bill allows the offender to be
readmitted to the supervision program
instead of serving the term of imprisonment
in prison.
Jim Bruton, deputy commissioner of
corrections, explained that the program
places low risk, non-violent offenders under a
form of house arrest. Sen. Patrick McGowan
(IR-Maple Grove) opposed re-entry of
offenders into the program, stating that it had
already been determined that offenders were
irresponsible or dangerous in the program.
The section allowing re-entry was deleted.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
proposed an amendment, that was adopted,
re,guiring notification of the court that an
offender has been placed in the community
supervision program. The bill, as amended,
will be incorporated into the crime omnibus
bill.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) presented
S.F. 1759, which requires mental health
training for correctional facility personnel.
The bill includes an inmate mental health
training study. The training is intended to
improve identification and care of the
severely mentally ill inmates. Betzold
proyosed an amendment establishing a HIV/
AIDS training study,explorinlL the treatment
and issues related to HIV/AIDS. The
amendment and the bill were adopted; the
bill advances to the floor.
Another bill was presented by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). S.F. 1725 requires a
permanent course for bias motivated crimes,
and increases the duties of the criminal and
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juvenile information policy group. In
addition, the bill establishes a statewide
judicial interpreter certification and training
RrogI:am. The bill was approved and goes to
the Finance Committee.
Anderson presented S.P. 2583, a bill
establishing a violence prevention task force
to coordinate the crime prevention programs.
McGowan expressed concern of duplication
of other task forces, and their effectiveness.
The bill was okayed and advances to the
Governmental Uperations and Reform
Committee.

Work and learn bill advances
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired
jJy Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), met Tues.,
Mar. 22, to discuss several bills. Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.P. 2679, a bill establishing two residential
work and learn facilities for nonviolent
juvenile offenders as an alternative to
incarceration. The metropolitan and
wilderness sites provide academic and skills
training, and personal development. The
program is targeted at, but not exclusive to,
minority males between 14 and 21 years old
who have not received a high school
diploma and who have been convicted of a
non-violent crime. William Pierce, of the
Right Step Academy, emphasized the
community based aspects of the program,
stating the importance of community.
involvement, and of allowing non-ottenders
into the program who are at risk. The bill
g~e~ ~o the Crime Prevention Finance
DIVISion.
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope) presented S.F. 2511, a bill modifying
the definition of consent for the purpose of
criminal sexual conduct prosecutiOfl:S~: 'The' ,
bill states that a mentally impaired, mentally
incapacitated, or physically nelpless person
cannot consent to a sexual act. In addition,
corroboration of the victim's testimony is not
reguired to show lack of consent. In the
otner sections of the bill, a sexual assault
coordinating board is created, and $30,000 is
requested for the trial courts to conduct
training on sexual assault.
The first section of the bill, relating to
consent, was incorporated into the omnibus
crime bill. The remaining portion of the bill
was approved, and advances to the Finance
Committee.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester}
presented S.F. 1863, a bill expanding the
statutes relating to adults who contribute to a
minor's delinquency and children in need of
protection or services. Michael Lutz, a
concerned parent explained the lack of
jurisdiction regarding adult males influencing
young girls, and supported the coordinated
effort to rescue girls while prosecuting the
adult offender. The bill was laid over.
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul)
sponsored S.F. 1839, a bill providing life
imprisonment for kidnapping, even if the
victim is not found. Metzen eXRlained the
sentence provides an incentive for offenders
to reveal information. Sen. Thomas Neuville
(IR-Northfield) and others questioned the
life sentence and incentive, since no
conviction of murder exists. The bill failed to
gain approval.
Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IR-Marshall)
presented S.F. 2602, a bill prohibiting the use
of an observation device inside or outside a
private place without consent of the people
entitled to privacy. The bill was incorporated
into the omnibus crime bill.
Spear sponsored a bill requiring each
county attorney to adopt written guidelines
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regarding plea bargaining policies and
Rractices. S.F. 1817 was incorporated into
the omnibus crime bill.
Sen. William Belanger OR-Bloomington)
presented S.P. 1918, expanding the first
degree murder statute to include the murder
of a local correctional officer and peace
officer. The bill advances to the Consent
Calendar.
The final approved bill was presented by
Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle Pines). S.F.
2104 establishes an abused child program to
Rrovide grants for abused children services at
the Dept. of Corrections. Runbeck explained
that the program is currently organized
informally at the department as a task force.
The bill now goes to the Governmental
Operations and Reform Committee.
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), met Wed.,
Mar. 23, to discuss several bills. Sen. Pat
Pariseau OR-Farmington) presented S.F.
2424, a bill regarding federal firearms law
conformity. ~en. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
and others expressed concern about sections
of the bill that changed current gun laws.
Janis Tweedy of the Dept. of Public Safety
testified that the bill's requirement of
identifying weapons by specific make and
model increases the difficulty of identifying
illegal weapons. Sen. Thomas Neuville ORNorthfield) proposed an amendment, that
was adopted, to delete the section regarding
specific identification of models of weapons.
~pear also guestioned the genesis and
contents of the bill, which he stated were not
reserved to housekeeping issues. Members of
the committee requested that the bill be
revised to specifically address federal compliance issues. The bill was laid over.
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul)
presented S.F. 1804, a bill requiring the
destruction of firearms if an agency decides
the weapons will not be used for law enforcement purposes. Ed Steenberg deputy chief of
the St. Paul Police Dept., exp lained that the
department supports the effort to curtail the
misuse of firearms. Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids) proposed an amendment, that was adopted, permitting law
enforcement the discretion not to destroy a
weapon if a good reason is found. Sen.
Patrick McGowan OR-Maple Grove)
presented another amendment, that was
adopted, allowing a 90 day period for law
enforcement to attempt to return the weapon
to the owner, if the weapon had been stolen.
The bill will be incorporated into the
omnibus crime bill.

Melcher,said, noting that they reduced school
district funds by $63 million in 1993. Some
districts lost more than $1 million in property
tax revenues.
The division considered some options for
assisting districts hit by abatements. S.F.
1900 uses state funds to loan the amount of
funding districts lost. The bill, authored by
Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan), also
allows the Dept. of Education to reduce the
amount of revenue a district would receive
over the next two years by capturing the
abatement revenue generated by the formula.
S.F. 1840, sponsored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), limits the number of
abatements a county can report in a year and
allows districts to levy for abatement revenue
a year earlier.
The division began adopting provisions
that will be included in the education finance
omnibus bill by approving'S.F. 1711.
Authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFLMpls.), S.F. 1711 makes the accredited
OjJportunities Industrialization Centers
(UICs) eligible institutions in the PostSecondary Enrollment Options Program.
The division heard two proposals to
expand state subsidies for school breakfasts.
S.P. 2044 sets up a program to study the
effects of a school breakfast program on
student performance. Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), the author, said that grants
would be awarded to provide free breakfasts
to all students in four schools. S.F. 2564
increases the school breakfast subsidy for
schools serving between 30 and 40 percent of
lunches at a free or reduced rate. Pogemiller
said the bill will raise the subsidy from 5.1
cents for each full-priced breakfast to 18.25
cents..
In other business, the division heard S.F.
1993, establishing a certification process for
persons hired by a school district to provide
American sign language, inte1]Jreting or sign
transliterating services. Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), the author, said that a
certification process would be phased in over
the next five years. The division will
continue to its discussion of the proposal.
The members also reviewed, but did not
act on, S.F. 2084 which creates a Librarians
of Color Program. Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFLSt. Paul) said the programjrovides grants to
students of color intereste in becoming
librarians. Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn) Jlresented ~.F. 2331, which amends
the 1993 Youth Works Program, bringing it
into conformity with federal national and
community service legislation. Beckman said
that the changes will helpJ0innesota receive
federal aid for the Youth Works program.

Education

Funding proposals adopted

Firearms bill laid over

Abatements impact discussed
Remedies to the effects of property tax
abatements on school finance and a variety of
other proposals were discussed by the
Education Division, chaired by ~en.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), Fri. Mar.
18.
Tom Melcher of the Dept. of Education,
explained that abatements are awarded when
a taxpayer succeeds in challenging the
assessed value of a property and they take
effect the year they are awarded. The
abatements, he said, lower the total property
values within a school district and reduce the
amount of revenue the district will receive.
A formula is in law to offset the effects of
abatements on school districts. However, the
gap between abatements awards and the aid
available to offset those amounts is growing,

The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), began
assembling the education finance omnibus
bill on Mon. evening, Mar. 21, incorporating
five proposals into the package.
Three bills give specificn school districts
the authority to transfer funds from one
account to another. S.F. 1837, authored by
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville),
allows the Holdingford school district to
transfer $100,000 from their debt redemption
fund to the general fund. S.F. 2281 allows
the Remer-Longville district to transfer
$150,000 from their bus purchase account to
capital funds. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFLCass Lake) explained that the funds will be
used acquire new eguiRment. Under S.F.
2075, die Motley-Staples district can place
$800,000 in expected referendum revenue in
its capital fund account. Sen. Dallas Sams

(DFL-Staples) said that referendum revenue
goes to the general fund and cannot be
transferred if a district is in operating debt.
Motley and Staples are combining and the
bill allows the fund transfer to meet their
facility needs and shorten the period of time
the district would operate in debt.
Sams also presented S.F. 2263, which gives
$77,000 in state transportation aid to the
Motley-Staples district. He said that the aid
will recoup the costs incurred from transporting students from Motley to Staples under
oRen enrollment. The division approved the
bill, adding it to the omnibus bill.
The division also approved a proposal for
an individualized learninE and year-round
school pilot program. S.J:i. 2339, authored by
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), appropriates an $85,000 grant to the
Cloquet district for the voluntary K-6
prClgram.
The division heard S.F. 2057 to allow the
city of Rollingstone to issue bonds for the
wnstruction of a facility that will be leased by
the Winona School District and used as an
elementary school. Sen. Steve Morse (DFLDakota) said that the bill clarifies a proposal
approved last session. The division took no
action on the bill and will discuss it at a later
meeting.

Program proposals heard
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), adopted
the provisions of one bill and considered
three others at its meetin~on Tues., Mar. 22.
The division aprroved S.F. 2206, which
contains technica amendments, recommended by the Dept. of Educationhthat
clarify current law. The bill, whic
Pogemiller authored, will become the
education finance omnibus.
S.F. 2167,atithored by Pogemiller, creating
a male responsibility and parenting grant
Qfogram, was also reviewed by the division.
The bill awards up to 10 grants to programs
for the purpose of providing child development and parenting skills to young males. A
$1 million appropriation is proposed for the
program. The division will consider the bill
at a later meeting.
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 2463, establishing two
voluntary consortiums to design a model for
financing public schools without using
property taxes. She said that the consortiums
would examine alternative funding sources,
such as income taxes or sales tax. Currently,
proRerty taxes generate $2 billion for school
funding. The division discussed the proposal
and took no action on it.
The division continued its review of S.F.
1790, authored by Sen. Gen Olson ORMinnetrista). The bill contains a variety of
education policy changes proposed by the
Dept. of Education. No action was taken on
the bill.

Faculty exchange modified
The Higher Education Division approved a
bill extending the faculty exchange program
to include all of the st3te's Rost-secondary
institutions at the meeting, Tues. Mar. 22.
The division, chaired by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), also
concluded the review of supplemental and
capital budget requests.
S.F. 2120 allows public and private postsecondary institutions, which have teacher
preparation programs, to take part in the
faculty exchange program. The program
enables K-12 and higher education faculw to
change places. Grants are available to offset
any impact that the exchange may have on
retirement credits or insurance coverage

either of the teachers receive. Current law
limits participation to fublic post-secondary
institutions nut the bil removes that limit,
Sen. Cal Larson (IR-Fergus Falls), the bill's
author, said. The division approved the bill
and re-referred it to the Education Division.
The division members turned their
attention to the supplemental and capital
budget reguests from th~ Higher Education
Board (HEB), the body that will govern the
combined state university, community college
and technical colleEe systems when the
merger occurs in 1995.
Jay Noren, HEB chancellor, said the
board's requests are based on needs that will
enable them to manage the merged system
when that merger takes effect. The REB has
requested a total of $6.4 million to set up an
accounting,yersonnel and procurement
system and :ji600,000 to establish a student
records system at five co-located campuses.
Another $900,000 is requested for space
rental, to provide retraining or out-placement
for employees coming into the merged
system, and to cover legal expenses associated
with the merger.
.
Noren said the HEB capital budget focuses
on libraries and co-located campus projects.
The governor recommended the board be
given $104 million in bonding authority for a
Rroject list that combined the priorities of the
three merging systems.

Environment and Natural
Resources
Spear fishing date changed
The Environment and Natural Resources
Committee chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Intn'f. Falls), met Fri., Mar. 18, to hear
six bills. The committee also confirmed
William A.Urseth to the Mlrihesota
Pollution Control Agency.
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd)
presented a bill changing the spear fishing
ending date to the third Monday in February.
S.F. 2237 was approved and sent to the
Senate floor.
Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel) briefed the
committee on S.F. 2023. According to Dille,
the bill allows work on the commercialization
of genetically engineered organisms in
agriculture products. The bill, stated Dille,
excludes human genetic work. Dille's
proposal was approved and sent to the Senate
floor.
S.F. 1841 establishes future planning for
state trails. According to Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin), the author of the proposal, a
future trail from Chatfield to the Mississippi
River and the use of abandoned rail line, will
be ensured. "We want to plan sensibly,"
stated Piper. S.F. 1841 was approved and
sent to the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
presented a bill allowing nonresidents to take
rough fish by harpooning. S.F. 1741 was
ap!"roved and sent to the Senate floor.
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) presented
a bill expanding the scope of cooperative
farming agreements on hunting, game refuge
or wildlife management. According to Berg,
S.F. 2154 exempts these agreements from
treatment as leases for tax purposes. The
Qfoposal was approved and re-referred to the
Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
Sen. Dan Stevens OR-Mora) outlined S.F.
2149 for the committee. Stevens stated that
the bill puts the pilot field citation project
into law. The pilot project has worked
remarkably well at reducing solid waste that is
di~osed of illegally, according to Stevens.
S.F. 2149 was approved and sent to the
Consent Calendar.

OWM changes approved
Four bills were ap[Jroved at the Tues., Mar.
22, meeting of the Environment and Natural
Resources Committee, chaired by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls).
S.F. 2523, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), changes the name of the
Office of Waste Management to the Office of
Environment~l Assistance. According to
Merriam, the bill transfers the environmental
assistance !"rograms from the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (PCA) and waste
management and policy planning from the
Metropolitan Council to the new Office of
Environmental Assistance. Merriam stated
that the arrangement separates the regulatory
and education/promotion programs within
the state agencies.
The bill was approved and re-referred to
the Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.
A bill approfriating $50,000 to the Lewis
and Clark rura water system and allowing a
state agency to solicit federal funding for the
p~ogram was presented by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy). According to
Vickerman, under S.F. 1956, the system
provides a needed water resource to southwestern Minnesota. The bill was approved
and sent to the Finance Committee.
Sen. DouElas Johnson (DFL-Cook)
presented S.P. 1915, a bill requiring that
snagged fish be returned to the water.
According to Johnson, the proposal prevents
the taking of intentionally snagged fish and
Rrohibits the taking of snagged live fish on
the tributaries of Lake Su!"erior. The bill was
approved and sent to the Senate floor.
Johnson also [Jresented S.F. 2608, a bill
authorizing the Dept.)ofNatural Resources to
have a new sale of land for lots in Cook
county at which the lessee may bid. Johnson
stated that a problem with a previous sale
occurred and a family was placed in a position
that caused them to overbid on the parcel of
land being offered. The bill was approved
and sent to the Senate floor.

Flood relief advances
The Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), met Wed. evening, Mar.
23, to hear fourteen bills.
The flood relief package, S.F. 2168, was
~proved and advanced to the Finance
Committee. The author, Sen. Joe Bertram,
Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), explained that the bill
appropriates $12 million to aide flood
stricken agricultural producers and businesses.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) presented S.F. 2140. According to Cohen, the
bill requests funds for the development of the
Minnesota Science Museum. Theproposal
was laid over for consideration. S.J:i. 2289,
authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Conn
Rapids), authorizes the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (PCAl to collect fees
proportionate to the additional cost it incurs
when processing an expedited permit
application. Tne bill was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee.
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
presented S.F. 1909. The bill requires cities
and counties to adopt ordinances complying
with PCA rules regarding individual sewer
systems. S.F. 1909 was ~proved and rereferred to the Finance Committee. S.F.
2220, authored by Price, Rrovides for the
revised duties of the Legislative Water
Commission. The bill was aRProved and rereferred to the Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee. Sen. Steve Morse (DFLDakota) presented S.F. 2054. According to
Morse, the'proposal clarifies the projects for
which the Dept. of Natural Resources is
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allowed to use classified employees. The bill
was approved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2451 adds land to some
state parks, according to Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch). Johnson stated that
the bill does not appropriate funds toward the
purchase of the land, rather it establishes
priority list for eJqJansion. johnson's proposal
was approved and sent to tne Consent
Calendar. Morse presented a comprehensive
landfill cleanup bill. S.F. 1133 addresses a
need for state assistance in the cleanup of
Minnesota's landfills, said Morse. The bill
was approved and re-referred to the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee.
S.F. 1616, authored b-y Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake), establishes a private cause of action for the
abandonment of hazardous waste. According
to Chandler, the legislation discourages a
lessee from leaving hazardous waste in the
possession of a lessor. S.F. 1616 was approved
and sent to the Consent Calendar. Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton)
presented S.F. 1937. The bill is a request for
$1.8 million for the Laurentian Environmental Learning Center. The bill was laid over
for consideration.
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
outlined S.F. 2313. The bill provides for the
release of liability pertaining to waste and the
determination of fault in waste related cases.
The proposal was approved and re-refereed to
the Judiciary Committee. Merriam presented
S.F. 2445, a bill modifying accounts within
the game and fish fund and allowing for
additional oversight of the budgeting and use
of the funds. The proposal was re-referred to
the Finance Committee.
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
presented a bill allowing local road authorities to remove beaver dams with the permission of the commissioner of natural resources
when the dams are threatening a road or
public safety on a road. S.F. 2468 was
'!Pproved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
~en. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) outlined
S.F. 2467, a bill modifying the size limit for
walleyes. The approved bill Rrovides for a
limit of no more than one walleye longer
than 24 inches and one pike no longer than
30 inches. The bill also changes the boundary of the west central goose range. S.F. 2467
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.

Flood relief moves forward
The Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division met Fri., Mar. 18", to hear
six bills. The division, chaired by ::Jen.
Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), approved three
of the bills and laid the others over for more
consideration.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
presented S.F. 2168. The bill provides $12
million for relief to flood stricKen farmers and
agricultl)re producers. The provisions in the
bill call for an exemption from sales tax on
the Rurchase of farm equiRment) an ethanol
development fund, a matching tederal
emergency management assistance fund, a
jobs creation program, a wheat scab research
fund, an agricultural resource centers fund, a
training program in farm financing, a farmer's
advocacy and dairy litigation fund, and an
Agricultural Utilization Research Institute
appropriation. Morse commended Bertram
for developing a proposal that provides long
term solutions to short term problems. The
bill was apQ.roved by the division and referred
to the full Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.
S.F. 1730, authored by Sen. Dean Johnson
(IR-Willmar), provides for the forgiveness of
6
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a $42,000 debt owed by the city of Morton.
lohnson stated that the city of Morton was
loaned $50,000 for a pilot litigation loan
project relating to waste water treatment.
According to Johnson, an agreement between
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(PCA) and the city of Morton fell through
and the city was lett with a debt it can not
pay. The bill was approved and referred to
the full Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.
If waste is sent to an environmentally
inferior landfill, an extra fee must be added,
according to a bill authored by Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch). In Johnson's
p'roposal, S.F. 2050, landfills that are
determined to be environmentally inferior
under PCA standards) are mandated to set
aside a trust fund for tuture cleanup.
Johnson's Q..roposal was approved and referred
to the full Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
presented S.F. 1851. Under the bill's
Rrovisions, $75,000 is appropriated to fund
the continuation of a citizens lake monitoring
and electronic lakes bulletin board program.
According to Finn, 500 citizens assist in the
collection of lake water in order to monitor
quality. S.F. 1851 was laid over for consideration.
A total of $154,000 is appropriated to the
city of Eagle Lake to pay for an interceptor
connection to a waste water treatment center
in Mankato, under S.F. 1964. The proposal's
author is Sen. Tracy Beckman (DF[Bricelyn). The bill was laid over for consideration.
Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Intn'l. Falls)
p~esented a bill to continue fundinfLof the
Voyageurs National Park Citizen's Council.
According to the council's chair, Milt Knoll,
the council plays an iml?ortant role in
representing Minnesota s interests in
decisions made concerning the national park.
Jennifer Hunt, a representative of the
Voyageurs Regional National Park Association1 urged the division to discontinue the
funding for the citizen's council because it
represents special interests, not Minnesota as
a whole. The bill was laid over for consideration.

Packaging bill reviewed
At the Mon., Mar. 21, meeting of the
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division, Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White
Bear Lake) presented a packaging reduction
bill.
S.F. 1859 is a proposal to give private
industry a goal to work toward in reducing
packaging and the waste it generates,
according to Chandler. Chandler stated that
the bill does not take effect until 1997 and
1998, allowing private industry time to keep
Q..rogressing in the direction it is now.
Chandler said a base year of 1990 is set by the
bill for calculations of recycling and packaging reduction progress. If the goal of the
legislation is met prior to the deadlines; a
provision in the bill prevents the limits
contained in the bill from taking effect, said
Chandler. Dave Locey of the Minnesota Soft
Drink Association, Pat Van Keuren of the
American Can Company, and Terry Bedell of
the Clorox ComRany, testified against the
proposal stating that industry is progressing
well on the reduction of waste packaging and
does not require legislation to continue being
motivated to reduce packaging.
Chandler's proposal was laid over until an
evening meeting of the division, chaired by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota).

Packaging reduction bill fails
The Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse, met Mon. evening, Mar. 21, to
continue work on S.F. 1~59 and act on two
additional bills.
S.F. 1859 'presented by Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DfL-White Bear Lake), was not
a2.proved by the division. According to
Chandler, the bill establishes goals reducing
waste generated byyackaging. Kevin
Johnson from the Office of Waste Management stated that the estimated net cost of the
proposal to industry is between $2.3 million
and $22 million.
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
outlined S.F. 2220 for the division. The bill
is an attempt to clarify the 1989 Ground
Water Act! according to Price. Price stated
that the bi Lprovides for the duties of the
Legislative Water Commission and requires
reports on ground water to be sent to the
Environment Quality Board. S.F. 2220 was
approved and referred to the full Environment and Natural Resources Committee.
S.F. 2445, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), makes revisions to the
stamps and surcharge funds in the game and
fish fund. The bill is an attempt to make
expenditures from the funds match the
intended use of the funds, said Merriam. The
proposal was approved and referred to the full
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.

Landfill cleanup bill approved
The Environment and Natural Resources
Fiance Division, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), met Tues., Mar. 22, to
hear two environmental learning center
appropriation bills and to as take action on a
landfill cleanup bilL
The landfill bill, S.F. 1133, received the
division's approval and was sent to the full
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee. Morse, the author of the
cleanup proposal, stated that the bill is a
positive step toward dealing with the landfill
pollution cleanup problems of the state.
S.F. 2294, presented by Sen. Dean Johnson
(IR-Willmar), requests $1.5 million for the
Prairie Woods Environmental Learning
Center. According to Johnson, the money
will be granted to the center for construction
of a residential learning center in Kandiyohi
county. Johnson said the land on which the
center will be built will be leased to Prairie
Woods by the county. S.F. 2294 was laid
over for consideration.
S.F. 1588, authored by Sen. Roger D. Moe
(DFL-Erskine), requests a $3.3 million grant
tor the construction of a residential learning
center at the Agassiz Environmental Learning
Center in Polk county. According to Moe,
the center has a valuable impact on education in the area. S.F. 1588 was laid over for
consideration.

Junkyard bill advances
A bill providing for the evaluation of
motor vehicle salvage facilities by the PCA
was advanced to the policy committee by
members of the Environment and Natural
Resources Finance Division. The division,
chaired by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),
amended the measure by clarifying that the
funds for the bill are a reallocation of part of
the appropriation made to the waste tire fund
for F Y 95. S.F. 2520, authored by Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury), also requires
the commission of the Pollution Control
Agency to conduct facility evaluations to

evaluate waste management practices and
provide technical assistant for corrective
actions.
In other action, the_P!lnel heard two
additional bills at the Wed., Mar. 23,
meeting. S.F. 1937, authored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), provides an
appropriation of $1.85 million from the bond
proceeds fund for improvements at the
Laurentian Environmental Learning Center.
Two elementary school students from
Moundsview testified in favor of the bill. S.F.
2254, authored by Sen. William Luther
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), appropriates money for
the state's commitment to scenic easement
acquisition under the federal Lower St. Croix
River Act of 1972. No formal action was
taken on either billl however, the measures
are to be considered for inclusion in the
omnibus bill.
Finally, division members began hearing
testimony on a bill imposing an assessment
on wood acquired by wood mills and
providing for the certification of loggers and
foresters. Morse indicated that no action
would be taken on the bill, S.F. 2092, this
xear. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Harold
'Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), is expected to
be tFie subject of interim discussion.

Ethics and Campaign
Reform
Term limits testimony begins
The debate surrounding term limits began
in the Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee Thurs. Mar. 17. Tne committee, chaired
by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), listened
to Sen. Dean Johnson OR-Willmar) present
S.F. 493. The bill proposes an amendment to
the Minnesota constitution, intended for the
1994 ballot, that restricts the number of
terms legislators and executive officers can
serve.
Among the bill's sUQPorters were Chuck
Slocum, Minnesotans for Term Limitsj Tom
Weaver, from the governor's office; BOb
Kuhen, Libertarian Party of Minnesota; and
Chris Georgacas, IR party chair. Based on
polls showing that 79 percent of the population wants to vote on the issue, proponents
argued that time has come to let the electorate decide.
Slocum said that term limits are necessary
to level the playing field of the political
scene. The average percentage rate of
incumbency in the ~egislature is 90 percent
and for a new candidate to overcome that
obstacle is almost impossible. The effect is
that fewer people particiyate in government,
he said. Pointing to the 7 states that
currently have term limits, Slocum said "The
trend is unmistakable and well documented."
"The point is to make representative
government more representative," Kuhen
said. He explained tnat changes in the
membership of a body, produce changes of
committee chairs and other influential
positions. According to Kuhen, "Certain
legislators have too much power and others
have too little."
Weaver pointed out that term limits is a
unique issue because by withholding it from
the ballotl the Legislature is, in effect,
deciding tor the public. "There is a patent
conflict of interest," he said.
SURPorters also claim that career politicians nave entrenched relationships with
monied lobbyists. Term limits are a method
of loosening the grip on legislators, they
claim.
Arguing against Johnson's bill were several
organizations and individuals including Kay
Erickson, League of Women Voters, and Rich

Keiser from Carlton College in Northfield.
Opponents insist that politicians will be
more susceptible to influence from special
interest groups under term limits. As new
members, legislators are dependant on staff
and outsiders. Anderson said that in
California lobbyists have gone so far as to
write legislation for junior members.
Erickson said that politics is the only area
where experience is not valued. "You would
not employ an amateur pediatrician," she
said, "so why' an amateur politician?"
The "revolving door" problem was also
addressed.
Lastly, opponents argued that there is no
need for limits. As Anderson declared, "We
alrea?y h~,ve term limits--They're called
electLons.

Family Services
Coordinator position approved
The Fami!y Services Committee, chaired
by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), approved a
measure, Thurs., Mar. 17, that adds a position
to the State Board of Aging.
S.F. 2049 adds an Indian Elders Coordinator position to the Board of Aging, Sen.
Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake) said,
and defines the responsibilities that will go
with that post. He said that a coordinator is
needed on the board in order to address the
unique needs of Indian elders that are not
now being met.
In other business, the committee reviewed
a proposal creating an administrative process
that can be used to set up child support
orders. S.F. 2090, authored by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), creates a process that
includes mechanisms for setting uncontested
sURport orders and administrative hearings in
oraer to reach s'-!pport settlements without
court action. Betzold said that contested
support proceedings would still be decided in
the court system.
The committee also considered the
nomination of Maria Gomez for the position
of Commissioner of Human Services and
recommended her for confirmation by the full
Senate.

Support order process approved
The Family Services Committee approved
a bill establishing an administrative process
that can be used to set child support orders at
its meeting, Tues., Mar. 22.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Pat PiPer
(DFL-Austin), also approved a bill moditying
the submission requirements of the Community Social Services Plan, and a proposal that
sets up a child care staff retention grant
program.
S.F. 2090 establishes an administrative
process that can be used to set child support
orders. The author, Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley), explained that the bill allows
uncontesred orders to be set through the
process, provides a procedure for administrative hearings on contested proceedings, and
allows parties that wish to use the court
system to do so. Upon its approval, the bill
was re-referred to the Judiciary' Committee.
The committee approved S.F. 2135, a bill
that changes when counties submit their
Community Social Services plan to the
Commissioner of Human Services for
approval. The bill also allows summaries,
rather than copies of the entire plan, to be
used during theJ2ublic review process. Sen.
Dallas Sams (DR-Staples), the bill's author,
said that current law requires counties to
submit their plans for approval by Nov. 15,
but the bill delays those submissions until 30
days after counties have approved their

budgets in Dec. The bill was sent to the
Consent Calendar.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.F. 2000, providing for the award of grants
to child care providers based on the number
of low-income and special needs children
they serve. She said Rroviders could receive
up to $200 for each of the children they
serve. The bill also limits the amounts a
provider may receive. The bill was approved
and re-referred to the Health Care and
Family Services Finance Division.
The division also began discussing S.F.
2271, requiring the Dept. of Human Services
to publish the names and last known
addresses of those who have not made a child
support payment in the.last 12 months and
wFio owe at least $3,000 in back payments.
Sen. Dan Stevens OR-Mora) the bill's
author, said that the list would be published
quarterly in newspapers with the widest
circulation in each county. The committee
heard testimony. from child support enforcement officials who said the pUblished list
would give them another tool to use in
locating individuals who owe child support.
Opponents raised concerns about data
privacy issues and asked that a pre-publication notice be given to those who will be on
the list. The committee took no action on
the bill.

Finance
Capital budgets presented
The State Government Division of
Finance, chaired by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul), met Wed., Mar. 23, to review
three proposals.
Sen. lim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) presented S.F. 649, a bill that authorizes
construction of a noncommercial television
towef'in Murray County. Vickerman said that
the southwest corner of the state is the only'
remaining large geographic area not served by
public television. The tower will provide
cultural, educational, and public affairs
programmingto an estimated 84,284
households. The project requires $1.2 million
in state funds, to be matched by $1.2 in
federal funds. No action was taken on the
bill.
Also presented by Vickerman was a request
from the commissioner of veterans affairs.
During the 1993session the County Veteran
Service Officer Grant and Education
legislation was passed with an accompanying
annual appropriation of $155,000. The
commissioner requests that a rider, to
disregard the limitation on the number of
grants awarded to counties in each of the four
veteran population categories be attached.
The division reviewed capital budgets of
the Dept. of Administration and the Capitol
Area Architectural Planning Board. Dennis
Spalla, Assistant Commissioner from the
Dept. of Administration, said that the
Strategic Plan for Locating State Agencies
establishes a flexible framework for meeting
agencies' space needs during the next 20
years.
Currently, 48 percent of the space
occuRied by state agencies is state-owned.
The aepartment's goal is to move toward 70
Rercent ownership of state-occupied space by
the year 2013. Spalla said that the intention
is to encourage development in the Caritol
Area, the Capital City, and the Capita
Region.
The Capitol Area is the hub of state
government and provides the setting for the
Capitol Building, Spalla said. Public service
agencies with strong ties to the Capitol will
be located immediately east, west, and north

7

•

ommltt
of the Capitol. Spalla emphasized that
community development within the Capitol
Area is also projected.
Gary Grefenberg, executive director of the
Capitol Area Architectural Planning Board
spoke to the division about the Capital City
concept. The plan calls for the reunification
of the Capital City and the Capitol Area, as
originally envisioned by Cass Gilbert, prior to
being severed by the freeway. A corridor
linking the areas will be developed along
Robert and Cedar Streets, extending from 194 to Kellogg Boulevard and from St. Peter to
Wall Street. Grefenberg said that the
development will recognize St. Paul's urban
landscape, while reinforcing the symbolic
importance of the three major visual
landmarks-the Cathedral, downtown
skyscrapers, and the Capitol.

Gaming Regulation
Gaming bill okayed
The Senate Gaming Regulation Committee made final changes to an omnibus
gambling bill at its closing meeting Wed.,
Mar. 23. S.F. 2685, authored by the
committee's chair, Sen. Charles Berg, (DFLChokio), incorporates a variety of amendments.
Several amendments adopted relate to
.pull-tabs. Sen. Toe Bertram, Sr. (DFLPaynesville) offered an amendment that
allows employees to participate in lawful
gambling at the establishment in which they
work, provided the organization voluntarily
posts, or is required to post, the major prizes.
Furthermore, an organization may sell and
redeem pull-tabs from any place behind the
bar, while maintaining separate cash banks
for each deal of pull-tabs, unless two or more
deals are commingled in a single receptacle,
or the organization uses a board approved
cash register to record sales by separate deals.
Lastly, an amendment allowing for a base
adjustment for unsold tickets was approved.
Sen. Thomas Neuville OR-NortFifield)
moved an amendment stating that license
renewals can not be denied unless the board
has notified the licensee by registered mail
and allowed the licensee five business days
from the date of receipt to respond.
Neuville also offered an amendment that
allows for reimbursement of reasonable
expenses to an organization supporting a
military marching unit.
The committee also adopted an amendment that allows establishments to collect on
bad checks written for gambling debts.
Previously, these checks were non-collectable.
Finally, an amendment to establish an
advisory council on gambling was approved.
The council will consist of 17 members from
various interests j and their study findings
must be rel?orted to the legislature byJan. 1,
1995. The bill was advanced to the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee

Governmental Operations
and Reform
Acupuncture bill goes to floor
The Governmental OjJerations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), met Fri., Mar. 18, to
take action on six bills.
Acupuncture l?ractitioners in Minnesota
will require certification under S.F. 1369.
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), the
proposal's author, stated that the bill is
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needed for health and safety reasons. Edith
Davis, president of the Acupuncture School,
testified in support of the jJrojJosai. S.F. 1369
was ::!pjJroved and sent to the Senate floor.
S.f. 2195, presented by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), prohibits standing
requirements by the Legislature for periodic
reports. According to Riveness, the bill also
requires a fiscal note stating the cost of
prel?aring the report. The bill was approved
by the committee and sent to the Senate
floor.
Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro)
IJ.resented a bill authorizing the towns in
Olmsted county to adopt and enforce the
state building code. S.f. 2056 was approved
and sent to the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope) presented a propo~al to pr~.lVide grants
to local governments for mnovatlve programs
under the board of government innovation
and cooperation. According to Reichgott,
the legislation simplifies the grant process.
S.F. 2143 was approved and re-referred to the
Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
S.F. 2367 makes provisions for the
transition from the technical college,
community college, and state university
system to the unified higher education board
~stem. According to the author, Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), the Higher
Education Board will have the authority to
negotiate and administer collective bargaining agreements. Opponents of the legislation
cited the need for a uniform negotiating
system under the Del?t. of Employee Relations. S.F. 2367 was laid over for further
consideration.
Under a proposal by Riveness, audits of
local governments must include a best
practices review. According to Riveness, S.F.
2194 allows money saving and efficiency
increasing ideas to be shared via the Legislative Auditor's Office. S.F. 2194 was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Higher ed bill approved
The Governmental OjJeration and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. Tames Metzen
(DFL-South St. Pau!), met lues., Mar. 22, to
discuss two bills.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) presented two revisions to S.F. 2367, a
bill laying down rules for the higher education merger. The amendment, according to
Stumpf, allows the Dept. of Employee
Relations to approve collective bargaining
agreements. Stumpf also said that the Dept.
of Employee Relations has agreed to work
cooperatively with the Board of Higher
Education on the issue. The second compromise outlined by Stumpf is a provision
dealing with emjJloyment security. The
5\greement provides for a Memorandum of
Understanding that prohibits layoffs until an
agreement has been negotiated between the
represented unions and the employers. The
amendment was adopted and the bill was
approved and sent to the Education Committee.
.
Sen. Tohn Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
outlined S.F. 1969. According to Hottinger,
the bill revises procedures used for the
adoption and review of administrative rules.
Hottinger stated that the provisions in the
bill are based on standards adopted by the
Legislative Commission to Review Administrative Rules (LCRAR). "There is a need to
look at the rule making process" said
Hottinger, who added tnat the bill is designed
to enhance legislative oversight, allow more
public access to the rule maKing process, and
increase accountability for the Legislature,

governorI and state agencies. Hottinger said
that the bill is not increasing the ease or
speed of rule making. S.F. 1969 was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Capital improvements bill gains
The Governmental 0l?erations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Pau!), approved S.F. 1803 at
a Wed., Mar. 23, meeting. The committee
also began hearing Sen. Linda Berglin's
(DFL-Nl"pls.) health care bill.
Sen. Vean Johnson OR-Willmar) continued presenting S.F. 1803, a bill apjJropriating
funds for capital improvements and construction. Dennis Spalla, assistant commissioner
of the Dept. of Administration, reviewed
three remaining coml?onents of the bill.
SRalla stated tnat under the provisions of the
bill, $400,000 funds a design competition by
the Capitol Area Architectural Planning
Board. According to Spalla, the bill provides
$250,000 for predesign work on an education
building and :j)5.485 million for the replacement of the Capitol roof, repair of the
Capitol balustrade, restoration of the Capitol
Quadriga, and for designing review fees.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls)
proposed an amendment deleting the sections
of the bill that do not pertain to the
committee's legislative area. Metzen offered
an amendment that removes $2.5 million of
funding for predesi@. and design. Sen.
Deanna Wiener (VfL-Eagan) proposed a
measure that requires the commissioner of
administration to report to the Legislature
periodically on the status of the long range
strategic plan. All three amendments were
adopted.
Berglin began the IJ.resentation of S.F.
2192, the MinnesotaCare bill and will
continue at a future hearing.

County CPA audits okayed
As the first committee deadline apIJ.roached, members of the Governmental
Operations and Reform Committee began a
series of evening meetings Wed., Mar. 23.
The panel, chaired br Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul , cleared eight bills from
the agenda.
.
One of the more controversial proposals
was a bill to allow counties to hire certified
Imblic accountants to perform county audits.
S.F. 1715 authored by Sen. Cal Larson ORFergus Fails), also specifies that the state
auditor may prescribe the methods and
conditions for the examinations by CPAs.
Currently, the state auditor performs county
audits. Larson said that, under current law,
school districts and cities, other than cities of
the first class, are allowed to use outside firms
for audits. According to Larson, the bill is
designed to streamline the audit function and
reduce the cost of having the state auditor
perform the county audits. However,
representatives of the state auditor argued
that the state auditor provides more objective
audits of counn: finances. Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DrL-Mpls.), offered an amendment specifying that a county may not
employ the same outside audit firm for more
than five years. The amendment was
adol?ted, the bill was approved and sent to
the full Senate.
Members also approved S.F. 1695,
authored by Sen. Von Samuelson (DFLBrainerd). The bill establishes a veterans'
cemetery near Camp Ripley and provides for
the funding of the cemetery. The measure
was re-referred to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 1742, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), was also approved and

re-referred to the Committee on Finance.
The measure authorizes that the staff and
administration of the Environmental Quality
Board report directly to the board rather than
the Office of Strategic and Long Range
Planning. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro), provides for
the commissioner of the Pollution Control
Agency to serve as chair of the agency. The
amendment was adopted.
S.F. 1849, authored by Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin), provides that health-related
licensing boards may establish a program to
protect the public from Rersons regulated by
the boards who are unaole to practice with
reasonable skill and safety by reason of illness,
use of alcohol, drugs, chemicals or other
substances, or as a result of a mental, physical
or psychological condition. The measure was
~proved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2316, authored by Metzen,
makes numerous housekeeping changes in
the laws governing the State Board of
'Investment. The measure was approved and
sent to the Senate floor. A bill making
housekeeping changes in the laws governing
the Dept. of Employee Relations, S.F. 2462,
was also approved and recommended for the
Consent Calendar. The measure is carried by
Sen. Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina). S.F.2669,
authored by Pogemiller, establishing a public
employees insurance cooperative task force,
was approved and sent to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2720, sponsored by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul) provides an
appropriation for preliminary planning for a
human development center in or near the
CaRitol. The measure was approved and sent
to the Finance Committee.

Health Care
Insurance counseling approved
The Health Care Committee met Thurs.,
Mar. 17, and approved several bills. Sen.
Linda Berglin WFL-Mpls.), the chair of the
committee, sponsored S.P. 2130, a bill
establishing a health insurance counseling
and assistance program for senior citizens.
The bill provides free assistance to any
Medicare beneficiary, or any friend or family
member of a Medicare beneficiary. Dawn
Simonson, of the Minnesota Senior Health
Insurance Community Network, stated that
the program provides Critically needed
assistance for individuals who are confused by
the policies and procedures of Medicare. The
assistance program is expected to recover
Medicare dollars through expanding counselinK-and education.
The bill appropriates $350,000 to be
distributed on the basis of the number of
individuals 65 or over in an area. Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (IR-Rochester) expressed concern
that the program was publicly subsidized, and
proposed a fee for service program. Kiscaden
said that the state was acting unjustly towards
other population groups by providinK-services
specifically for Medicare recipients. The bill
was approved and re-referred to the Health
Care and Family Services Funding Division.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.F. 2134, a bill that allows an exception to
the moratorium on the development of group
residential housing beds for a facility in
Hennepin County for chronic chemically
dependent American Indians. Several
supporters, including Judy Olson of the
American Indian Housing Corporation,
testified about the importance of the housing
facility. Olson stated that the facility gives
American Indians greater opportunities and
choices by assisting in residential needs. In
addition to housing, the facility provides
residents with a sense of self-respect and

dignity, Olson said. The bill advances to the
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division.
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) presented
S.F. 1892, clarifying standards for payment
rates for Developmental Achievement
Centers (DAC). The bill allows a variance
from the payment rates for services for
persons with mental retardation, and provides
an appeal process for a vendor when the
commissioner rejects a request for a variance.
Charles Oakes of the Wadena County DAC
stated that the bill was rigorous in requiring
proper evidence, but that the bill removed
restrictive language. The bill was approved
and now goes to the Health Care and Family
Services Funding Division.

Prescription drug bill approved
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) heard
testimony on S.P. 2181 at the meeting Tues.,
Mar. 22. The bill, ~onsored by Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), gives the
commissioner of administration the authority
to negotiate contracts for all prescription
drugs sold in the state. State agencies are
prohibited from purchasing prescription drugs
from a manufacturer that does not adhere to
the contract price requirements established in
the contracting program. The bill allows the
commissioner of human services to seek a
waiver in order to allow Medical Assistance
to participate in the state contracting
program. In the bill, drugs Rurchased by a
hospital or by a community health clinic for
internal use are exempt.
Supporters stated that the bill would end
discriminatory pricing practices by pharmaceutical manufacturers, and lower consumer
drug prices by creatin,g, more 'com"petition""
loan Winn,of the Minn~sota Senior
Federation, testified about' the exorbitant
prescription drug costs. Winn stated that the
bill ensures community Rharmacists' viability
and benefits consumers through the Dept. of
Administration's negotiating leverage.
Opponents of the bill testified that the
state is not necessarily an effective, costefficient purchaser, and that determining the
drug prices eliminates comp~~itive incentives
to Keep down costs. Linda Warner, of the
Epilepsy Foundation, stated that the bill may
cause a lack of access to necessary drugs, and
a limited formulary based only on cost
considerations. Finn responded that the bill
does not provide for any formulary. The bill
was approved and advances to the Finance
Committee.
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) presented
S.F. 2413, a bill establishing the definition
and requirements for first responder medical
caregivers. The bill was laid over for further
discussion.

ENABL bill, others advance
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met Wed.
morning, Mar. 23, to ap.Qrove four bills. Sen.
lane Krentz (DFL-May Township) presented
S.P. 2273, a bill developing a teen pregnancy
!?revention program modeled after the
'Education Now and Babies Later" (ENABL)
program in California. The rrogram focuses
on reducing the incidence 0 teen pregnancy
through an abstinence-based curriculum.
Several supporters from a broad range of
organizations testified to the need for teen
support in resisting the pressure to be sexually
active. The bill goes to the Health Care and
Family Services Funding Division.
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) presented
to S.F. 2710, a bill clarifying the lead
abatement law administered by the Dept. of

Health. The bill develops building codes,
and provides guidance for the removal of
paint that violates the lead paint standard.
Proponents testified that the bill provides an
important function of encouraging lead safety
and identifying lead safe directives. Bob Bell,
a remodeler, expressed concern about the
increase cost to the consumer, and the
resulting risk to consumers who decide to
remodel without a professional. Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake) proposed two
amendments concerning data IJrivacy and the
definition of lead abatement. The bill, as
amended, advances to the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 1694 was presented by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley). The bill modifies the
procedures for administering neuroleptic
medications to persons committed as
mentally ill or mentally ill and dangerous
under the Civil Commitment Act. The bill
addresses the delays in the process and places
judicial review at the time of a patient's
commitment. The bill goes to the floor.
Sen. lim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) sponsored S.F. 2345, a bill that modifies provisions regarding licensure of foreign medical
school graduates and classifies data on
physician license application forms. The bill
advances to the Consent Calendar.

Health care merger prohibition
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), reconvened
Wed. evening, Mar. 23, to act on four bills.
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
presented S.F. 2661, a bill establishing a
moratorium on mergers and aC!=J.uisitions by
hospitals, hospital systems, and health
carriers. Hottinger explained that the
moratorium allows the state to supervise
growth in the marketplace and not let private
orgalfizations decide the direction of health
care:,; lohiTYoungdahl, of Minnesota
COACT sURPorted the bill's effort to
prevent the three largest health carriers from
continuing mergers. Jan Malcomb, of Health
Partners, opposed the bill, stating that the bill
discourages healthy, vertical integration, and
affects the efficiency of the delivery system.
Berglin presented an amendment, that was
adopted, to delete hospitals and hospital
systems from inclusion in the bill and to allow
vertical integration and hospital mergers.
The bill was approved and advanced to the
Commerce Committee.
Berglin sponsored S.F. 2396, providing
wage increases for lower paid employees
serving persons with mental retardation or
mental illness. The bill increases employees'
wages an average of 15 percent for those
workers making less than $7.25 an hour.
Dave Seeba, of the Range Center, testified
that the low wages result in low morale, high
turnover, and have a detrimental effect on
the patients. The committee adopted an
amendment, proposed by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), allowing for automatic
inflation adjustments for semi-independent
living services and day training and habilitation services. The bill goes to the Health
Care and Family Services Funding Division.
Berglin also presented S.F. 2455, a bill that
requires managed care plans that proVide
services to Medical Assistance (MA) and
MinnesotaCare recipients to reimburse
community health clinics at least the medical
assistance rate that would be paid directly to
the clinics by the Dept. of Human Services.
Berglin explained that the community health
clinics have a disproportionate share of MA
patients and are losing money. The bill goes
to the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd)
presented S.F. 2077, a bill increasing the
maximum efficiency incentives for intermedi9
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ate care facilities for the mentally retarded
OCFjMR) reimbursement from :j>1.50 to
$2.00 per resident per day. Sams presented
an amendment regarding exceptions for
replacement beds. The bill, as amended, goes
to the Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division.
Sams also resumed discussion on S.F. 2413,
defining the term first responder and
specifying standards for training and certification. bue to imprecise specifications, the bill
was laid over.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Second workers' comp bill
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee continued
discussion on the second workers' compensation bill of the session at the Thurs., Mar. 17,
meeting. S.F. 2475, according to its author,
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
contains five significant provisions: insurance
rate regulation, an increase in permanent
Rartial benefits, a requirement that independent contractors be covered under their
employers' workers' compensation insurance,
coordination with Social Security benefits,
and a requirement that an injured worker
must have a disability rating of 15 percent of
the whole body to be declared eligible for
permanent total disability.
The committee, chaired by Novak,
considered three amendments to the bill. The
Senators first approved an author's amendment limiting the bill's provisions regarding
independent contractors to the construction
industry. The panel failed to approve an
amendment by Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel),
that eliminates the cost of living adjustment
to injured workers. The committee also did
not adopt an amendment offered by Sen.
Linda Runbeck OR-Circle Pines) that
eliminates the 2-tier system.

Radioactive waste site search
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee met Mon. evening,
Mar. 21, and approved six bills. The first
S.F. 1985 ~p~msored by Sen. Steve Murphy
(DFL-Red Wing), memorializes the president
and congress to act expeditiously in procuring
a site or sites for the storage of high level
radioactive waste. The committee approved
one amendment, offered by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson OR-New Ulm), specifically
asking for an acceleration of tne study of the
Yucca Mountain site.
The committee approved S.F. 1985 and
forwarded it to the Senate floor.
Next, the panel considered two bills
~onsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul). The first, S.F. 1701, calls for the Dept.
of Trade and Economic Development to
conduct a study on the status of womenowned businesses. The study is to include
information on the size, demographics, and
types of women-owned businesses, as well as
to determine barriers that women in business
face in obtaining capital. The panel approved the bill and sent to the committee's
funding division.
The second Anderson bill, S.F. 1983,
establishes an international partnership
program to promote joint business ventures
between Minnesota companies, foreign
companies and foreign governments. The bill
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.
The panel also aplJroved S.F. 1938
sponsored by Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL10

White Bear Lake), establishing a fine of up to
$5,000 for non-compliance with the law
Rermitting employees the right to review
their personnel records.
The committee approved the bill and
forwarded it to the Judiciary Committee.
S.F. 2310, sponsored by Sen. Randy Kelly,
authorizes $20 million in bonding and $10
million from the general fund for financing
cleanup grants to clean up pollution to cities,
housing and redevelopment authorities, and
economic development and port authorities.
The bill was approved and sent to the
committee's funding division.
Last, the committee heard S.F. 2465,
sRonsored by Sen. Arlene Lesewski ORNfarshall). The bill provides an exception to
an approval Rrocess for contracts that include
approval by the attorney general and
commissioner of finance. The exception
applies to contracts under which the Dept. of
Jobs and Training uses state and federal funds
to subcontract for the provision of program
services to eligible recipients.
The committee approved S.F. 2465 and
forwarded it to the Senate floor.

Elevator worker certification
A bill Rroviding certification for persons
who install or repair elevators cleared the
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee at the Tues., Mar. 22, meeting.
Under S.F. 1872, sponsored by Sen. Paula
Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake), only a registered
elevator mechanic or a person working under
the on-site supervision of a registered elevator
mechanic may perform work on passenger
elevators. To be registered, a worker must
complete the national elevator industry
education program or its equivalent. A
registered mechanic must also have an
elevator constructor or master elevator
constructor license from the State Board of
Electricity.
After taking testimony on the bill, the
Senators voted to approve S.F. 1872 and send
it to the Senate floor.
The ranel next took up S.F. 1862, a bill
that adds a thirteenth member to the Jobs
Skills Partnership Board. The bill's sponsor,
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), said
that adding one more member Rrevents tie
votes. The Senators approved the bill and
forwarded it to the Governmental Operations
Committee.
The Senators also approved S.F. 2496,
sl?onsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-Mpls.). The bill, according to
Reichgott lunge, streamlines the process of
obtaining icenses needed to conduct business
by moving toward a "one-stop shopping"
model. Tfie bill directs the commissioner of
Trade and Economic Development to expand
the master application procedure to enable an
applicant for business licenses to submit a
single application and pay a single fee. The
bill also directs the commissioner to recommend a timetable for carrying out the
changes. S.F. 2496 was approved and sent to
the Governmental Operations Committee.
Last, the panel began taking testimony on
S.F. 615, ~onsored by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Pau!). The bill changes the
.
definition of disability as it applies to disabled
persons under the human rights law, which
has the effect of broadening the SCORe of
unfair employment practice. The bill also
narrows an exemption from the unfair
employment practices Rrovisions, and puts a
heavier burden of proof on employers.
Because of time constraints, the committee
laid S.F. 615 over.

Disabled worker bill debated
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee, chaired by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton), met
Weds., Mar. 23, and considered four bills.
The committee continued taking testimony
on S.F. 615, sl?onsored bySen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul). The lJurpose of the
bill, according to its author, Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), is to prevent an
employer from discriminating against a
person with a disability who wishes to return
to work after having filed a workers' compensation claim.
The bill is supported by the Minnesota
State Council on Disabilities and the
Minnesota Trial Lawyers Association, whose
representatives testified that current law
allows employers to discriminate with
impunity against workers who have a
disability and want to return to work after
filing a workers' compensation claim. The
bill's opponents, including a representative of
the the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce,
testified that the bill undermines the original
intent of workers' compensation by Rroviding
a double remedy for people with disabilities.
The committee first voted on a motion by
Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle Pines), to
table the bill. The motion was defeated on a
6-6 vote. Next, the Senators voted on the
bill, also defeating it on a 6-6 vote. Subsequently, a Senator who had been detained in
another committee requested another vote
on the bill. The committee granted the
request, and agreed to vote on the bill again
at a future meeting.
The committee then heard and approved
two bills. S.F. 1982, the Housing Finance
Agency housekeeping bill, makes changes in
low-income and tribal housing and accessibility loans. The bill, sponsored by Novak, was
>lflproved and re-referred to the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee.
S.F. 1825, sponsored by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), restricts the venue for
repossessions of manufactured homes to the
county in which the manufactured home is
located. The bill was approved and rereferred to the Judiciary committee.
Last, the panel began discussion of S.F.
2473 s.ponsored by Sen. Kevin Chandler.
The bill provides for the availability of
alternative regulation plans for telephone
companies. Chandler said the bill's purpose
is to provide telephone customers with high
quality service and rate ceilings, and to
provide telephone comyanies with greater
regulatory flexibility. S.F. 2473 was laid over
for further discussion and testimony.

Bonding requests heard
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division met Mon.,
Mar. 21, to consider capitol bonding requests
from four agencies.
The Senators heard first from representatives from the Sibley House, who are
requesting $1.073 million for restoration,
reconstruction and construction of buildings
in the Sibley Historic Complex.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), also took testimony
regarding three otner bonding requests: $1.3
million for the restoration of the west wing of
the old Gillette Hospital for use by the
Minnesota Humanities Commission; $6.65
million to continue the Dept. of Public
Safety's energy conservation loan program for
public buildings; and $12.5 million for the
Labor Interpretive Center.

Capitol budget requests
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division met Weds.,
Mar. 23, and considered capitol bonding
requests for the remainder of the current
biennium. The committee! chaired by Sen.
Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls'J, heard a refluest
from the Housing Finance Agency for $2
million1 to be used for funding approximately
100 additional units in the Publicly Owned
Transitional Housin~ Program. Next, the
Senators heard the Dept. of Jobs and
Traini1l.g request for $2 million to build or
repair Head Start Centers and other early
Childhood programs. The panel then listened
to a request from the city of Minneapolis for
$14.8 million in bonding for the remainder of
this biennium to fund an expansion of the
Minneapolis Convention Center. The
anticipated future bonding requests for the
project total an additional $99.7 million.

Judiciary
Two bills laid over
The Joint Judiciary and Crime Prevention
Subcommittee on Date Practices laid over
two bills Thurs., Mar. 17. The first, S.F.2359,
sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
concerns provisions of the MinnesotaCare
bill. Ber$lin told the subcommittee, chaired
by Sen. deane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) and Sen.
Harold Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), that
significant savings can be realized in the
health care industry by implementing a set of
administrative standards and simplified
p'rocedures when using electronic methods of
data interchange.
Concerns were voiced by witnesses
regarding the use of social security numbers as
identifiers. Ted ThomRson, an attorney with
the Minnesota Medical Association, said that
once personal privacy rights have been
harmed, the damage done is irreparable. He
also pointed out that there are no defined
penalties for misuse of informations.
Don Gemberling, Dept. of Administration,
said that currently the social security number
is widely used for a variety of things. Private
companys may demand that an individual
provides a social security number, and if the
p'erson refuses to do so, the company can .
deny service. Regarding the government's use
of a social security number, under the 1974
Federal Privacy Act, a social security number
is mandatory for matters related to taxes,
~rograms of public assistance, and drivers'
licenses.
Berglin said that the bill provides for the
encryption of social security numbers, and
also an option for those individuals who don't
have social security numbers.
Nanette Schroeder, Minnesota Dept. of
Health, said that the intention has always
been to use the social security number. ~he
said that it provides for uniformity within the
state and country, emphasizing that President
Clinton's health plan intends to use an
encrypted social security number.
Berglin presented an amendment to S.F.
2641 that includes provisions for a patient
satisfaction survey and company report cards.
The amendment was adopted, and the bill
laid over.
The committee resumed discussion about
Ranum's bill, S.F. 2539, dealing with
provisions regarding the sharing of information on juveniles between schools and law
enforcement.
Kathy Kasnoff, a lawyer with the Minnesota Disability Law Center, said that
confidentiality is a critical issue for parents of
children with emotional, behavioral, or
psychiatric emotional disorders. If parents

believe their Rrivacy will be com~romised,
they are less likely to seek help. The
subcommittee will continue work on S.F.
2359 at a future meeting.

Two bills advance
The Senate Judiciary Committee moved
two bills to the floor Fri.,. Mar. 18. The first,
S.F. 2112, authored by the committee's chair,
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope), creates a civil cause ot action for
persons coerced into prostitution.
Testifying in support of the bill were Mary
Madden, an attorney and member of the
board of Women Hurt in Sy~tems of Prostitution Engaged in Revolt (WHISPER) and
Beverly Balos, a criminal law professor at the
University of Minnesota's Law School.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) voiced
concerns about the provision that lists
various acts that are not defenses to a cause of
action. Spear said that the way S.F. 2112 is
written a defendant is not able to offer any
defense of his or her action.
Discussion of the statute of limitations
followed. The provision states that an action
must commence within six years of the time
the plaintiff knew and understood that she or
he had been injured by the defendant. The
court may grant an extension of the limitations under specific circumstances. S.F. 2112
was approved and moved to the floor.
A Dill relating to child abuse reporting, S.F.
2177, was presented by Spear. Currently
there are no established protocols for
conducting investigations, and Spear's bill
implements procedures to protect the child
and the innocent. The measure also allows for
reimbursement of costs and attorney's fees if
the alleged perpetrator prevails in a civil
action arising from a report. The committee
ohlyed the measure.
The committee also discussed Sen. Richard
Cohen's (DFL-St. Paul) bill, S.F. 2014, which
clarifies child sUPRort provisions, and Sen.
Pat Piper's (DK-Austin) adoption bill, S.F.
2129.
A bill that addresses guardian ad litem
issues, S.F. 2094, was withdrawn by its
author, Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-Stillwater).

committees established for the purpose of
reviewing information related to the care and
treatment of patients.
A technical bill, S.F. 1823, was placed on
the Consent Calendar. The bill, carried by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), corrects
cross-references to data...practice provisions
codified outside of the Data Practices Acts.
Betzold also presented S.F. 1689. The bill
contains J:ll:ovisions relating to domestic
violence. The measure gives the Juvenile
Court power to terminate parental rights if
the parent has been convicted of assaulting a
family or household member.
S.F.l689 was re-referred to the Crime
Prevention Committee.

Panel moves against SLAPP suits
At its Mon., Mar. 21, evening meeting, the
Senate Judiciary Committee reviewed several
bills that aim to protect persons from
malicious litigation and reduce frivolous
lawsuits. The committee; chaired by;3en.
Ember Reichgott Junge \DFL-New Hope),
opened with discussion of Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation (SLAPP).
S.F. 584, authored by Sen Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), provides protection
trom SLAPP suits, civil lawsuits against
persons who have exercised constitutional
rights by voicing public criticisms. Several
witnesses testified in support of the measure,
saying that it seriously limits citizen participation in public issues. Beth Goodpaster,
Minnesota Public Interest Research Group,
said that although the lawsuit bears the name
of a real civil action, such as libel or slander,
"the genuine aim of these txpes of suits is to
muzzled citizen opposition. '
S.F. 584 streamlines and clarifies the
applicability of the act and specifies the
conduct that is given immunity. The bill also
provides fot suspension of discovery proceedings! which gives the responding party the
burden of proof. An amendment changing
the evidentiary standard to 'I' reponderance
of the evidence" was adopte ,along with
another which deletes language stating that a
motion must be expedited. The committee
~proved S.F. 584 and sent it to the full
~enate.

Flag bill to floor
Mon., Mar. 21, the Senate Judiciary
Committee approve a resolution requesting
the proposal ofan amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that prohibits desecration of the
flag. Testifying in support of the bill! carried
by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-TracYJ, was
Judge Daniel Foley. Foley said that the
intention of the bill, S.F. 1700, is to elevate
the status of the flag.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) argued
against the bill, saying that the measure
violates the most fundamental principle for
which the flag stands, the freedom of speech.
Foley responded that even though the Bill
of Rights guarantees freedom of speech, there
are, in fact, many situations where actual
freedom of speech is curtailed, specifically,
laws governing liable and obscenity. "The
idea is not to stifle freedom of speech, but to
dignify the flag," Foley proclaimed.
Also speaking,against the bill was Sen.
Don Betzold (DR-Fridley). Betzold said that
although he finds the act of flag burning a
despicable gesture, he defends an individual's
right to freedom of political expression. S.F.
1700 was sent to the full Senate.
The committee chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge, (DFL-New Hope), also sent
S.F. 1318 to the floor. The bill, sponsored by
Betzold, modifies provisions dealing with the
records of health care review organizations.
Review organizations are professional

S.F. 1784, sponsored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), grants immunity to
persons reporting insurance fraud. The
measure, which also requires insurers to
release to authorities relevant information in
the insurer's possession, was moved to the
floor.
A bill that establishes a health insurance
counseling and assistance program by the
Board of Aging was referred to the Health
Care Committee. S.F. 2130, carried by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), protects certified
counselors from civil liability if the
counselor's actions are in good faith, within
the scope of his or her responsibility, and are
not willful or reckless conduct. Furthermore,
the measure classifies data maintained by the
counselors as private.
Reichgott Junge presented S.F. 2309 a bill
that recodifies torts. Amended into S.P. 2309
were two bills. The first, S.F. 651, carried by
Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro), provides
immunity from liability for volunteer athletic
physicians and trainers. Also folded into S.F.
2309 was S.F. 1958. The bill, authored by
Sen. Jerry Janezich (DFL-Chisholm), limits
the standard of liability for landowners who
allow the public to use their land for recreational purposes. S.F. 2309 was laid over.
The committee also laid over S.F. 2021, a
bill that recognizes "inherent risks of
livestock activities." The bill is sponsored by
Sen. Gary Laidig OR-Stillwater).
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Several bills advance
The Senate Judiciary Committee met
Wed., Mar. 23, to review a number of bills.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), advanced
four bills to the full Senate.
Reichgott Junge. presented S.P. 1888, a bill
that amends the Human Rights Act,
prohibiting discrimination based on marital
status. S.F. 1764, authored by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), allows grobation and
parole agencies, as well as child sugport
enforcement agencies, access to vehicle
registration information. S.F. 2291 regulates
fees for attorneys performing services as bond
counsel for the state, a state agency, or
~olitical subdivision. ~onsored by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), the bill
clarifies that fees may not be based primarily
on a percentage of the amount of the bonds
sold.
Lastly, a bill containing amendments to the
statutes governing guardianships and
conservatorships was okayed by the members.
Carried by Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White
Bear Lake), S.F. 2314 provides that kinship
should be considered in determining the best
interests of the ward or conservatee.
Two of the bills heard by the committee
were placed on the Consent Calendar. A bill
authored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainerd), ~.F.1793, establishes a procedure
for the tenn,ination of a time-share interest
on a certificate of title. S.P. 1791 carried by
Sen. David Knutson (IR-Burnsvi1Ie),
authorizes the commissioner of commerce to
provide a copy of a complaint to the subject
of the complaint, when the commissioner
determines that access is necessary to
effectively conduct the investigation.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.F. 2552, a bill that increases the number of
judges in various judicial districts. Spear said
that it would be folly to pass tough crime
measures without implementing a means for
easing the additional demands that will be
made on the judicial system. The bill was rereferred to the Finance Committee.

Omnibus data privacy bill begins
The Joint Judiciary and Crime Prevention
Subcommittee on Data Practices, chaired by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Ml?ls.) and Sen.
Harold "S~Jp" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake),
convened Wed. evening, Mar. 23, to review a
number of bills containing data privacy issues.
Two measures were approved and rolled
into an omnibus data privacy bill. The first,
S.F. 1977, authored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin), establishes a process for the
commissioner of health to conduct fetal,
infant, and maternal death studies. Piper
testified that Minnesota has the highest
infant mortality rate among African Americans in the nation. Crucial to the bill is a
provision allowing the commissioner to
collect data, under some circumstances,
without the consent of the subject.
Also folded into the omnibus bill was S.P.
2359, sponsored by Ranum. The measure
incorporates recommendations of the data
exchange committee draft rep.ort, and
includes the creation of an official school
publication containing photographs of
students. The bill also states that a county
attorney must transmit a copy of a court's
disposition order to the school, if the juvenile
has convicted a crime of violence.
The first of three bills re-referred to the
Judiciary Committee, was authored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls). S.P. 2641
establishes the Minnesota Health Care
Administrative Simplification Act and
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implements electronic data interchange
standards.
S.F. 2005, a bill that requires health care
providers to report adverse employment
action regarding an individual licensed by the
Board of Dentistry, was also re-referred to the
Judiciary Committee. Carried by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), S.F. 2005 classifies all
reports as private or confidential.
A bill {lresented by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) was the last measure rereferred to the Judiciary Committee. S.F.
2076 amends the statute dealing with
copyright or patent of a computer program to
include new provisions relating to the
acquisition of intellectual property by a state
agency or political subdivision. Furthermore,
the bill gives the centralized state collection
entity access to private data for the sole
pU!p'ose of collecting debt.
The committee's final action was approval
of S.F 1880. The bill, ~onsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), modifies
provisions dealing with closing an open
meeting for preliminary consideration of
allegations or charges against an individual.
Under the measure more than one meeting
could be closed. Additionally, if it is concluded that discipline may be warranted as a
result of specific charges or allegations,
further meetings or hearings relating to the
charges or allegations after the conclusion is
reached must be open. S.F. 715, authored by
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), was
incorporated into S.F. 1880.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
Zoning, local issues heard
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls.) for Sen. Betty Adkins, approved
a prohibition on certain zoning ordinances,
Thurs., Mar. 17.
S.F. 2421 prevents municipalities from
adopting and enforcing new zoning ordinances altering the requirements on manufactured home parks that were developed before
January 1, 1995. Sen. John Hottinger (DFLMankato), the author, said that bill stems
from a court case that resulted when a
municipality imposed a new ordinance on a
manufactured home park as a way to force it
to close. The committee approved the bill
and sent it to the Senate floor for later
consideration.
The committee approved S.F. 2106, which
Flynn authored, requiring the city of Mpls. to
report the amount of taxes being contributed
to the Mpls. Teachers Retirement Fund
(MTRF) as part of truth-in-taxation. The
bill was re-referred to the Taxes and Tax
Laws Committee.
Two House Files were approved and placed
on the Consent Calendar. H.P. 1955 permits
Wright Count:y to transfer a piece of property
in Cokato to Functional Industries, Inc., a
non-profit agency, eXflained Sen. Steve Dille
(IR-DasseD, author 0 the companion bill.
Sen. LeIZoy StumJlf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), presented H.F. 1890, giving Lake of
the Woods County special authority to
forgive the existing debt on a Baudette
building being used as a health care facility.

Local interest bills
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(OFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
approved a number of local interest bills at

their Mon., Mar. 21, meeting.
The committee approved and sent two bills
to the floor. S.F. 2551 establishes the
membership and duties of the Miller-Dwan
Hospital board of directors, and changes
other provisions of a 1969 law related to the
Duluth public hos{lital. The bill also
identifies the board as a public body su~ect
to the O{len Meetings Law. Sen. Sam ~olon
(DFL-Duluth), the bill's author, said that the
bill was proposed by the Duluth City Council
in order to ensure the hospital board is held
{lublicly accountable for its activities and
decisions.
S.F. 1740 requires the Metropolitan
Council to study the costs of housing
rehabilitation and redevel®ment in the
Metro Area. The author, ~en. David
Knutson (IR-Burnsville), explained that
while the study is included in the council's
work plan, the legislation was needed to
require other agencies to participate in the
study.
Three other bills were,aPl?roved and placed
on the Consent Calendar. ~.F. 2522,
authored by.?en. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
allows the Wadena County board of commissioners to combine the offices of auditor and
treasurer. S.F. 2526 allows the Mankato city
council to use the {lowers of a {lort authority,
which the bill's author, Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato),said will allow the city to
compete with others for economic development opportunities. H.F. 1901 gives the city
of Hutchinson the authority to issue up to
$1.5 million in bonds to fund a {lortion of a
new maintenance facility. Sen. Steve Dille
(IR-Dassel), author of the companion Senate
File, said city will share the new facility with
McLeod County and the Dept. of Transportation.
The committee approved S.F. 2132 and rereferred it to the Finance Committee. Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn) said that the
bill repeals a two dollar surcharge that county
recorders collect for certain real estate filings.
He said that the surcharge was established to
fund public defenders, which he felt was in an
inappropriate connection of funding and
services.
The committee approved S.F. 2218, which
contains two Itasca County provisions.
Sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l
Falls) the bill amends a 13-year-old provision
that gave the Greenway Joint Recreation
Board a mill rate levy on the part of the
Coleraine School District that lies in the
recreation area, and allows the towns in the
Lakeview Cemetery Association to levy up to
up $15,000 for cemetary purposes.
The bill was referred to the Taxes and Tax
Law Committee.

Soil district changes
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
heard and approved two proposals, one
authorizing a land transfer in Mpls., and the
other changing how Metro Area soil and
water conservation supervisors are chosen,
Wed., Mar. 23.
S.F. 2598 authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), allows the Mpls.
Park and Recreation Board to transfer a small
I?iece of pro{lerty beneath one end of the
~tone Arch Bridge to the Dept. ofTransportation, which possesses the other property on
which the bridge is located. The committee
'!PProved the bill and re-referred it to the
Consent Calendar.
The committee then considered S.F. 2550,

making all Metro Area Soil and Water
Conservation District supervisors apQointed,
rather than elected, l::Jositions. Sen. Carol
Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), the bill's author, said that
each of the seven Metro Area counties has its
own soil and water conservation district,
which serves as an advisory group to the
county and other local conservation groups.
Each county board would appoint the
conservation district supervisors in their
county.
After taking testimony from both opponents and supporters, the committee
approved the bill and sent it to the floor.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Omnibus bill considerations heard
The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Sales and Income Tax met Tues., Mar. 22, to
hear eight bills to be considered for the
omnibus tax bill.
. Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle Pines)
I::Jresented S.F. 1778. According to Runbeck,
the bill requires the commissioner of the
Dept. of Revenue to refund 35~rcent of the
motor vehicle excise tax (MVET) paid on a
park trailer if the trailer was purchased after
Jan. 1, 1993, the owner has paid the MVET
tax on the purchasehand the property tax on
the land on which t e trailer is set has been
paid for the l::Jast two years.
Sen. David Knutson OR-Burnsville)
presented S.F. 1787. The bill allows an
exemption from the electronic funds transfer
(EFT) requirement for sales taxes, withholding taxes, and estimated taxes paid by
[Jartnerships, corporations, and trusts. Under
the proposal, a taxpayer must pay the amount
due three days before the IJayment is due.
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton)
presented S.F. 2025. Novak stated that the
proposal exempts fire fighters' personal
protective equipment, such as helmets and
boots, from sales tax. Novak also explained
S.F. 1830, authored by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-Paynesville), and said that the bill
exempts purchases of fire fighting equipment
by local government units from sales tax.
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
HQPe), the subcommittee chair I::Jresented
S.l-'. 2176. Reichgott lunge said that the bill
exempts vehicles l::Jurchased for use as
bookmobiles or delivery vehicles for public
libraries from paying sales tax.
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) presented
S.F. 2179. Solon said the bill allows insurance companies to offset against their
premium tax or income tax liabilities the
amount of assessments the company has paid
to the Minnesota Insurance Guarantee
Association or the Minnesota Life and
Health Insurance Guarantee Association.
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 2188. According to Pappas,
under the mortgage credit certificate
program, a provision for a subtraction from
federal taxable income equal to the amount
of federal income tax credit taken by the
taxpayer is allowed. Pappas stated that the
program helps those who want to purchase a
first home.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) presented
S.F. 2336, a bill similar to S.F. 2188 authored
by Pappas. The bill provides an income tax
credit equal to 25 percent of the federal credit
taken by the taxpayer under the mortgage
credit certificate program.
Novak presented S.F. 2408. The bill
provides for the regulation of exemptions
from sales tax for fund raising by nonprofit
organizations. All the bills that gained
approval will be incorporated in an omnibus
tax bill.

Partnership bill okayed
The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee,
chaired by Sen. Douglas lohnson (DFLCook), met Wed., Mar. 23, to hear five bills.
Sen. Ember Reichgott lunge (DFL-New
Hope) outlined S.F. 1786. According to
Reichgott, the bill provides for the registration and operation of a limited liability
partnership and protects partners' personal
assets from the debt of the partnership. The
bill was approved and re-referred to the
Finance Committee.
S.F. 2071, authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul) directs the Dept. of Revenue
to adiust tax schedules for the city of St. Paul
to reflect the accurate tax. The proposal was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
Johnson detailed S.F. 2004, a bill that
authorizes the city of Two Harbors to apply
one percent of its three percent lodging tax to
restore the Edna G. tug boat. S.F. 2004 was
apQroved and sent to the Senate floor.
Sen. William Belanger OR-Bloomington)
presented S.F. 2391. The bill is a Dept. of
Revenue levy limit repeal bill. The proposal
was ~12roved and sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2420 authored by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls')J is a D~t.ofRevenue technical
bill. According to Flynn, it is designed to
clarify laws that the Del::Jt. of Revenue has
requested. The proposal was approved and
sent to the Senate floor.

Transportation and Public
Transit
Personal transportation bill okayed
A bill eliminating the repeal of regulations
related to personal transportation service
providers was approved at the Fri., Mar. 18,
meeting of the Transportation and Public
Transit Finance Division. The bill, S.F.
18161,-,authored by Sen. Jane Krentz (DFLMay 1 ownship), defines terms and sets
requirements related to personal transportation services. An amendment requiring
safety inspections and the issuance of safety
certificates was adopted. The bill was
approved and advanced to the full committee.
In other action, the division, chaired by
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
advanced two additional bills to the full
policy- committee. S.F. 2006, authored by
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), establishes a permit system for
alternate fuel vehicles and bases the permit
fees on the weight of the vehicle. S.F. 1807,
authored by Sen. LeRoy Stuml::Jf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), authorizes special license plates
for vehicles owned by volunteer ambulance
drivers. Under the bill, an additional $10 fee
is imposed for the special plates.
Members also considered, but took no
action on, a bill increasing the fee for motor
vehicle transfers and dedicating the proceeds
to pay for state patrol vehicles. S.F. 2278,
authored by Chmielewski, increases the fee
by $3.50 from July 1, 1994 to June 30,1997
and by $1 after June 30, 1997. Sen. Terry
Johnston OR-Prior Lake) raised questions
about the use of fees already collected for the
various documents associated with a new car
purchase. As a result, the bill was laid over in
order to gather more information on the
topic.

Head start bus bill okayed
The Trans12ortation and Public Transit
Committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), met
Tues' J Mar. 22, and cleared 13 bills from their
agenda.

S.F. 2510 authored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mgls.), regulates the use and operation
of Head Start school buses. The bill, which
was developed by a task force over the
interim, sets forth definitions, exempts the
buses from the color requirements of school
buses, provides for inspection; provides for
driver training and specifies that the buses
not be equipped with the four-way or eightway lig_ht system or with a school bus stop
arm. The measure was approved and sent to
the Senate floor.
S.F. 762, authored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), provides for a $3 million
appropriation from bond proceeds for a port
develoP!.nent assistance program for the city
of Red Wing.
.
The measure was approved and re-referred to
the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2474, authored by Sen. Roger D. Moe
(DFL-Erskine), authorizing the Transportation Regulation Board to allow a class II-L
carrier to have a second terminal if two
criteria are met, failed to gain the
committee's approval. Members said that the
bill, by providing an exception to a hard
fought compromise enacted last session,
would open the way to further exceptions.
S.F. 2035, carried by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), allows all statutory or
home rule charter cities to establish a
program to enforce handicapped parking
restrictions using citizen volunteers to issue
citations. The measure was approved and
sent to the Senate floor. S.F. 180~I,authored
by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red wing),
changing the eligibility requirements for
distribution of funds from the town road
account, was also approved and sent to the
full Senate.
Two measures were aP12roved and recommended for the Consent Calendar. S.F.
1968,. carried by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul), extends eligibility for special veterans'
license plates to Hmong veterans who served
in the Laos War with American forces. S.F.
2415, sponsored by Sen. Paula Hanson (DFLHam Lake), increases, from $500 to $1,000,
the threshold level of reportable motor
vehicle accidents.
S.F. 1816, authored by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), eliminates the repeal,
and amends, the regulations related to
gersonal transportation service providers.
The measure also sets requirements related to
personal transportation service and increases
the fee. S.F. 2680, carried by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), changes the
mileage limitation for municipal state-aid
streets. S.F. 1807, authored by Sen. LeRoy
Stuml::Jf (DFL-Thief River Falls), authorizes
special license plates for vehicles owned by
volunteer ambulance drivers. S.F. 2178,
carried by Pappas, exempts transit providers
receiving reimbursement for transporting
persons needing medical assistance from
payment of the gasoline tax. S.F. 2013,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), provides for the distribution
of unrefunded gasoline tax attributable to offhighway motorcycle use. S.F. 2006, authored
by Chmielewski, establishes a permit system
for alternative fuel vehicles and provides that
the permit fee be based on vehicle weight.
All the bills were approved and advanced to
the Senate floor.

Hazardous materials transport
A bill regulating the transportation of
hazardous materials topped the agenda of the
TraI!§portation and Public Transit Committee, Weds.bMar. 23. The bill, S.F. 2354,
~onsored y Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFLTracy), enables Minnesota to participate in
the Uniform State Hazardous Materials
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Motor Carrier Registration and Permit
Program, a pilot program to establish
uniform, reciprocal regulations regardirlg
transportation of hazardous materials. The
l2anel flPproved one amendment, by Sen.
Steve Dille OR-Dassel), exempting fertilizer
and agricultural chemical retailers when they
are delivering to farms no more than 50 miles
away. The committee approved the bill and
sent it to General Orders.
S.F. 1736, sponsored by Sen. William
Belanger, Ir. OR-Bloomington), allows the
Regional Transit Board (RTB) to use the
proceeds of transit bonds issued by the
Metropolitan Council, to provide financial
assistance to private operators of public
transit ~stems. The bill expands the uses of
the RTI3's bonding authority to include
capital expenditures. The bill was approved
and sent to the Finance Committee.
The committee then considered S.F. 2099,
a. bill re9uirinlj Mn/DOT to accept competitive design-bUild bids for some non-vehicular
bridges, such as those on pedestrian facilities
and bicycle Qaths. The bill's sponsor, Sen.
Cal Larson OR-Fergus Falls), said the bill
saves money by changingJ:he current bidding
procedure, in which Mn/DOT accepts bids
only on finished designs, to a system in which
vendors could bid on a package including
both design and construction of a project.
The bill was approved and forwarded to the
Senate floor.
The panel next approved S.F. 2778,
~onsored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFLPaynesville), allows a charter carrier who is
providing,special passenger service to pick up
and let oft passengers within 50 miles of the
carrier's service territory, or within five miles
of the most time-saving or direct route to the
destination. S.F. 2778 now goes to the
Senate floor.
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), presented S.F. 2278, a bill that raises
the money needed for renewing the state
patrol's fleet with an increase in vehicle title
transfer and issuance fees. Under the bill, the
fee is raised by $3.50 for a three-year period.
After the three-year period, the fee drops to
$1 over the current fee. Chmielewski said
that it is imperative to find funding for fleet
replacement because soon more than onethird of the state patrol's cars will have more
than 100,000 miles on them.
The bill was approved and sent to the
Finance Committee.
Lastly, the committee began discussing S.P.
2097, sponsored ~ Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Ulyndon). The bill establishes an
indexing formula for calculating the gasoline
tax and aedicates 16 percent of the Motor
Vehicle Excise Tax to transit assistance.
Because of time constraints, no action was
taken on the bill.

Veterans and General
Legislation
Children's Museum grant okayed
Members of the Veterans and General
Legislation Committee met Thurs' l Mar. 17,
and cleared six bills from the agenda. The
~anel, chaired by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFLTracy), approved all ofthe bills.
S.li. 2223, authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Paul), authorizes a $1.25 million
appropriation from the bond proceeds fund to
provide grants to the Minnesota Children's
Museum for site preparation and construction. The bill was re-referred to the Committee on Finance. S.F. 2009, authored by Sen.
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Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina), increases the
membership of the Emergency Response
Commission from 17 to 18 members and
requires that a member be a representative of
emergency managers. The bill was recommended for"placement on the Consent
Calendar. S.F. 2181, carried by Sen. Dean
Johnson OR-Willmar), apfropriates $50,000
to the Minnesota Nationa Guard Youth
Camp to fund a foundation to run the camp.
The measure also requires that the aQPropriation be matched by nonstate funds. The
measure goes now to the Committee on
Finance.
S.P. 2189, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), alters the
definition of potentially dangerous dog by
including a dog that when unprovoked,
chases or approaches a person on private
~roperty in an apparent attitude of attack.
Current law only includes public property. In
addition, the bill requires the dangerous dog
tag to contain the uniform dangerous dog
~mbol. The bill was sent to the full Senate.
S.P. 2292, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), expedites the pay and
expenses of military forces ordered to active
duty. The bill was re-referred to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2350, authored by.
Vickerman, extends the closure of Natural
Guard armories to July 1, 1996 and provides
that the appropriation for each armory sold
be use.d to provide grants to municipalities or
counties tnat (urcnase the closed armories is
available unti June 30, 1996.
The measure was recommended for the
Consent Calendar.

Historic projects advance
Several bills providing for appropriations
for historical projects were advanced by
members of tfie Veterans and General
Legislation Committee at the Tues., Mar. 22,
meeting. Members, chaired by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), okayed a bill to
provide $3 million for an addition to the St.
Louis County Heritage and Arts Center. S.F.
2380, sponsored by Sen. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook), was re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
The panel also approved four measures
sponsored by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFLCass Lake). S.F. 2333 provides for $500,000
i~ bond I2roceeds for tne Battle Point historic
site and S.F. 2376 provides for $2 million in
bond proceeds for a museum and center of
American Indian history to be located at
Bemidji State Universi9" Both measures
were re-referred to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2422 adds to the list of persons who may
bring law suits <igainst a person who disturbs a
burial ground. Under the bill, a state agency
or political subdivision, a private person,
partnership, corporation or other entity could
sue for civil damages. The measure was rereferred to the Judiciary Committee.
S.P. 2437 provides for a $300,000 appropriation to the Minnesota Amateur Sports
Commission for a grant to the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe for QIomoting the 1995
Indigenous Games. The measure was also
sent to the Finance Committee.
Two final bills gained the ~anel's approval.
S.F. 2450, authored by Sen. im Metzen,
deletes archaic language dea ing with the
status of the Historical Society. The measure
was recommended for the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 2219, authored by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), provides for $1.5 million
from bond proceeds for an addition to the
Grand Rapids civic center.
The measure was also re-referred to the
Finance Committee.

Floor Action
Consent Calendar bills passed
In addition to completing work on the
juvenile justice bill during the Mon., Mar. 21
floor session, Senators also granted final
'
passage to several relatively noncontroversial
bills on the Consent Calendar.
H.F. 1956 carried by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), authorizes the public
library systems of Anoka County and the city
of Anoka to merge. S.F. 1826, authored by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
extends the reporting and effective dates for
radio systems planning by the Metro Council
and extends the moratorium on aRPlications
for 800 megahertz channels. S.F. 2073,
~onsored by Sen. Sandra PaRpas (DFL-St.
Paul), makes numerous housekeeping and
technical changes in the laws governing the
Dept. of Revenue. H.F. 2130, carried by Sen.
Jerry Janezich (DFL-Chisholm), assigns the
former town of Payne to the 7th commissioner district in St. Louis County. S.F. 1967,
authored by Pappas, allows the commissioner
of public safety to determine the driver's test
taKen for license reinstatement.
S.P. 2274, authored by Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin), Rermits the appointment of
the recorder and auditor/treasurer in Freeborn
County and authorizes the reorganization of
county offices. S.F. 2383, carried by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls) permits the appoint
of the recorder in Koochiching County and
authorizes the reorganization of the office.
S.F. 2260, carried by Sen. Terry Johnston
OR-Prior Lake), makes numerous technical
and houseke~ing changes in laws concerning
the Dept. of Public Safety. S.F.2199
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemilier
(DFL-Mpls.), codifies the congressional
district Rlan adopted by the Minnesota
Special Redistricting Panel. S.F. 2197, also
carried by Pogemiller, codifies the legislative
district boundaries used for the 1992 election,
with adjustments to avoid dividing the cities
of Willernie and New Hope and simplifying
the division of Ham Lake.
S.F. 2009, authored by Sen. Roy
Terwilliger OR-Edina), increases the
membership of the Emergency Response
Commission by one representative of
emergency managers. S.F. 2040, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-MRls.), clarifies
pension plan obligations. S.F. 1931, authored
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), makes
numerous housekeeping changes in laws
relatinE to the Dept. of Health. H.F. 1955,
carried by Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel),
permits the transfer of a sheltered workshop
facili.ty to ~ts operator without bids or
conSideration.

Brief session held
Members met for a very brief floor session
Wed., Mar. 23. In addition to processing
committee reports and bill introductions,
Senators also granted concurrence and
repassage to a bill. S.F. 1709, authored by
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington),
removes the cap of $5.5 million that applies
to the property tax targeting program for
taxes payable in 1994.
Senate numbers to note
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance
Monday, March 28
state employees to donate vacation leave for a
The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.
Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

Chair: Sen. Sam Solon

12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1879-Solon: Concrete and
masonry. workers licensing reCluirements. S.F.
2215-0lrver: Residential building contractors
and remodelers license bond requirements.
S.F. 2637-Sams: Tobacco retail sales licensure
by local units of government. S.F.2714Solon: Lead abatement liability insurance
coverage.
Judiciary Committee
Chair: Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1558-Finn: Uniform probate
code up~ate. S.F. 2586-Ranum: Presumptive
custody m grandparents. Bills that have
made first deadline.
Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
2 p.m. Room 15 C<lPitol
Agenda: S.F. 1919-Kelly: Juvenile federal
conformity, etc., firearms bill. S.F: 2115K~lly: Illegal secol;1d party transfer, mandatory
mmlmum1 other firearms penalties. Bills not
~ompleted or heard that will be incorQorated
mto S.F. 2378-0mnibus Anti-Crime Bill.
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee
Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2119-Chmielewski: Requiring
understandable notice of requirements for
apQealing town road damage awards. S.F.
2256-Luther: Metro Waste Control
Commission - providing for a part-time chair.
Edu~ation Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
6 p.m. Room 118 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. XXX-School Bus Safety draft
bill. Other items to be announced.

Joint Judiciary and Crime Prevention
Subcommittee on Data Practices
Chairs: Sen, Jane Ranum and Sen. Skip Finn
6 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 715-Riveness: ExceRtions to the
CJP.en meetingJaw. S.F. 2591-Runbeck:
Classifying DTED data. S.F.2461-Krentz:
Information sharing for familr service
agencies. S.F. 1717-Finn: 91 information.
S.F. 2079-Finn: Omnibus Data Practices bill.

Tuesday, March 29
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. Jim Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 CaJlitol
l\genda: S.P. 2358-Hynn: Employee relations
bill - labor contracts. S.F. 2231/H.F.2680PaI2P~s.: Charitable o~anizations, changing
definrtlons. S.F. 244't-Terwilliger: Permitting

certain employee. S.F. 1680-Murphy: Red
Wing police to elect retirement coverage by
PERA. S.F. 2394-Kelly: St. Paul Police
~onsolida~e,d f~nd. S.f. 1280-Piper: Austin
Fire - modification of health insurance and
surviving spouse benefits. S.F. 1854Kroening: MSRS - exception to reemployed
annuitant earnings limitation in certain
in~tar~ces. ~.P. 1723-Piper: Local police and
paid, fl!e relref assn. - rrlandatory remarried
survlvmg spouse benefits. S.F. 609-Kroenin~:
Out-of-state teaching service I,?rocedure. S.f.
793-McGowan: PERA - moditying disability
benefit limitation for reemployed
disabi~itants. S.,F. 2028-Stumpf: TRA - Elwin
Levermgton retirement effective date.
S.F.181B-Stumpf: Second medicare coverage
referendum for active basic members. S.P.
1641-Riveness: Additional investment
performance disclosure.

Transportation and Public Transit
Committee
Chair: Sen, Florian Chmielews/d
8 a.m. Room 112 CajJitol
Agenda: H.F. 524/S.1:'. 430-Vickerman:
Authorizing rural postal carriers to operate
r~ral mail delivery vehicles with metal stud
tires. S.F. 2472-Johnson, ].B.: Authorizing
C?mmissioner <;Jf Tral!sportation to contract
With s~ate of ~hscon~m ~o bu~ld and operate
truck mspectlon station m Wisconsin.
Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse
10 a.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced
Health Care Committee
Chair: Sen. Linda Berg/in
10 a.m. Room 15 GajJitol
Agenda: S.F. 2036-Hottinger/H.F. 2327:
Permits providers to request state agencr
hearing - MA prior authorization. S.F. 760Betzold/H.F. 2148: Mental health emergency
services. S.F. 1733-BetzoldjH.F. 1940:
Alternative system for Anoka Coun~y Mental
Health Services. S.F.2133-Betzold/H.F.
2288: Group residential housing.
Jobs, ~nergy and Community Development
Committee
Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Environment and Natural Resources
Committee
Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard
2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
~g~~da: ?F. 2124-Lesewski: Abandoning
ludIClal ditch number'3 7 in Redwood and
Lyon Counties. Other bills may be added.
Transportation and Public Transit Finance
Division
Chair: Sen. Keith Langseth
2 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Property Tax
Chair: Sen. Carol Flynn
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
'
Agenda: S.F. 1857-Sams: Relative agriculture
homestead to father or mother. S.F. 1899Wiener: Eagan Special Service District. S.F.
1921-PaRpas: Met Council housing bond
credit ennancement. S.F. 1963-Mondale:
Hopkins Special Service District. S.F. 1976Sams: Homestead eligibility for trust property.
S.F. 2106-Flynn: Minneapolis levy for
Teacher Retirement Fund a§,.speciallevy.
S.F. 2143-ReichgottJunge: Waiver - Board of
Government Innovation and Cooperation.
S.F. 2152-Berg: Exeml2.ting certain leases on
state ,g~me re~uges. S.1:'. 2199-Hottinger:
MUniCipal Alrl2.0rt bonding authority-no
referendum: S.f. 2162-Pappas: State payment
of St. Paul sQ..ecial assessment on state
I2.roperty. S.1:'. 2205-Johnson D.J.: Duluth
G.O. bonds. S.F. 2329-Price: Prol2.erty tax
exempt cogeneration facilities. S.1:'. 2476Lessard: Nashwauk Ambulance District. S.F.
2613-Finn: Property tax appeal process. S.P.
n05-Finn: Airport property tax
classification.
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Education Funding Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
6 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Crime Prevention Committee
Chair: Sen. Allan Spear
7:30 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Bills not completed or heard during
the week of March 21-25,1994, which will be
incorporated into S.F. 2378-0mnibus AntiCrime Bill.

Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. John Marty

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: H.F. 2222-Hottinger: Polling places
for certain precincts. S.F. 2395-Luther:
Uniform elections.
Family Services Committee
Chair: Sen. Pat Piper
12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: House bills.

Wednesday, March 30
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee
.
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
8 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2258-Metzen: Civil service
reform. S.F. 2259-Metzen: Executive branch
reorganization. Possible additions.
15
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Higher Education Division

Thursday, March 31

10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

4 p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Health Care Committee

Rules and Administration Committee

Education Funding Division

10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2628-Piper: Modification of
social worker licensure. S.F. 2825-Kiscaden:
Department of Human Services long term
care bill. S.F. 372-Merriam: Clean indoor air
act-condominiums. S.F. 2469-Samuelson:
ISN technical assistance.

4 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: Report of the Bill Referral
Subcommittee, other.

Agenda: To be announced.

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin

Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

The Senate will meet at 11:45 a.m.
Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee

, Chair: Sen. Sam Solon

Immediately following session
Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2634-Luther: Community
action agencies status clarifications.
Judiciary Committee

Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge

Immediately after session Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Rules and Administration Subcommittee on

Bill Referral
Chair: Sen. William Luther

Immediately after session. Room 237 Capitol
Agenda: S.l-'. 2130-Berglin: Rule 35 by Sen.
Belanger.
Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe

Taxes and Tax Laws Committee

Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson

4:15 p.m. Room 15 Cagitol
Agenda: The following bills will be heard if
passed in ProjJerty Tax Subcommittee on
March 29: S.P. 1857-Sams: Relative
agriculture homestead to father or mother.
S.F. 1899-Wiener: Eagan sRecial service
district. S.F. 1921-Pappas: Met Council
housing bond credit enhancement. S.F.
1963-Mondale: Hogkins sp_ecial service
district. S.F. 1976-Sams: Homestead
eligibility for trust property. S.F.2106-Flynn:
Minneapolis levy for teacher retirement fund
treated as specia levy. S.F.2143-Reichgott
Junge: Waiver board of government
innovation and cooperation. S.F.2154-Berg:
Exemptin-E certain leases on state game
refuges. S.P. 2155-Hottinger: Municipal
Airport Bonding authority, no referendum.
S.P. 2162-Pappas: State payment of St. Paul
Special Assessment on state property. S.F.
2205-Johnson, OJ: Duluth general obligation
bonds. S.F. 2329-Price: Property tax exempt
cogeneration facilities. S.F. 2476-Lessard:
Nashwauk ambulance district. S.F.2613Finn: Property tax appeal process. S.P. 2705Finn: Airport Rroperty tax classification.
S.P. 2192-Berglin: MinnesotaCare bill.
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

Chair: Sen. Bob Lessard

5 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
10 a.m. Room 112 Capitol

Health Care Committee

Chair: Sen. Linda Berglin
10 a.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 778-Finn/H.F. 916: Health
related boards. S.P. 2612-Kiscaden/H.F.
2853: Department of Human Services Long
Term Care Commission.
Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee
.

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak
10 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.
Ethics and Campaign Reform Committee

Chair: Sen. John Mart)'

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmation of Vanne Owen
Hayes, Governor's appointment to the State
Ethical Practices Board. Any remaining bills
from previous agenda or other referrals.
Crime Prevention Committee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 1961-.K1erriam: OWl reQ.eat
offender penalties and procedures. S.F. 2573McGowan: Snowmobile and motorboat
OWL
.:. Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2725-Pogemiller: Target Center
buyout.
Committee discussion and vote on the bill.

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 1871-Spear: DNA admission of
evidence constitutional amendment. S.F.
1884-Kelly: Bail jJrocedures, constitutional
amendment. S.F. 2401-Spear: Bail
procedures.
.

Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee

Chair: Sen. James Metzen

Friday, April 1

6 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

No meetings scheduled.

Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

.:. Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee

.:. Live television coverage will be provided.
Check Channel 6 for schedule.

Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins

2 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: H.P. 228-Vickerman: Relating to
annexation. .
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Chair: Sen. Betty Adkins

6 p.m. Room 15 C~itol
Agenda: S.F. 2725-Pogemiller: Target Center
buyout. Public testimony.
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T e Minnesota Senate
Prairie Island bill tabled
The Tues., Mar. 29, floor session was
devoted to debating the qontroversial bill
allowing Northern States Power to expand
nuclear waste storage at the Prairie Island
plant. After nearly four hours of discussion,
members voted to lay the bill on the table.
The bill, S.F. 1706, authored by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
authorizes NSP to use up to 17 casks to
store spent nuclear fuel until the year 2002.
The bill prohibits any additional casks
unless NSP's nuclear power plants are
decommissioned or there is a permanent
waste storage site located outside the state.
The measure also prohibits NSP from "reracking" the waste contained in the Prairie
Island plant's storage pools in order to
increase storage capacity. The measure also
requires the state and NSP to enter into a
contractual agreement binding the parties
to the terms spelled out in the bill. The bill
also contains a provision authorizing NSP
to use 4 cask but requiring NSP to fin1 an
alternative site before all 17 casks may be
used. Finally, the bill provides for
investment in alternative energy
development.
Novak said that the measure "places us
on a rational time line in moving away from
nuclear power without serious job
dislocation or energy disruption." Novak
offered an amendment to remove the
provision in the bill requiring NSP to find
an alternative site for the waste storage.
Opponents of the amendment, led by Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch) and
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), argued
that the proposed site at Prairie Island poses
a threat to the Mississippi River. However,
the amendment was adopted on a vote of

36-29.
A motion, by Sen. Duane Benson (IRLanesboro), to table the measure failed on a
vote of 32-33. Novak then successfully
fought off a series of amendments relating
to the dry cask storage site, the
commitment to renewable energy sources,
dates by which NSP must develop
contingency storage plans and plans for
decommissioning the plant. An
amendment, offered by Johnson,
prohibiting NSP from asking for a rate
increase to cover costs associated with the
advertising campaign for Prairie Island was
adopted on a 37-29 vote. After nearly four
hours of debate, Johnson moved to the
table the bill. This second motion to table
was successful and was approved on a vote
of 36-30.
Action on the measure was expected to
be resumed during an evening floor session

in Review
Wed., Mar. 30, after this edition of Brie'f1y
had gone to press.
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,',,'ih16liIdes mandatory sentence of 15 years
«)for a person convicted of a violent crime
who has been convicted of two previous
violent crimes. The provision embodies the
Omnibus funding bill gains
The omnibus highway and transit funding well known "three strikes and you're out"
concept. The bill also makes it a felony to
bill cleared the Transportation and Public
possess a dangerous weapon on school
Transit Committee Fri., Mar. 25, and was
property, and makes parents who fail to
re-referred to the Committee on Taxes and
control and supervise delinquent children
Tax Laws. S.F. 2097, authored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), establishes responsible for their child's offenses. In
addition, the bill expands the community
an annual gasoline excise tax rate
crime reduction grant programs to include
adjustment and increases the transfer of the
at-risk juvenile offenders. The bill also
motor vehicle excise tax (MVET) to the
allows the laws licensing pistols to extend
transit assistance fund. According to
to explosive manufacturers and storers.
Langseth, the new version of the bill uses
Other provisions of the bill include a
an inflation factor for indexing, rather than
presumption of multiple sentences and
the inflation factor plus gasoline usage
transitional programming for supervised
formula used in a previous version of the
release inmates.
bill. Langseth said that the bill sets an
Discussion focused on the 15 year
increase, measured from the last time there
minimum sentence provision. McGowan
was an increase in the gas tax in 1988, of
explained that the offenders concerned are
about 4.4 cents per gallon. Langseth also
repeatedly violent and have proven to be a
said that the bill provides a cap of 1 cent
constant danger to public safety. The
per year on future increases. As a result,
provision compels responsibility and
Langseth said, the fasoline tax in
accountability for three-time offenders,
Minnesota will stil compare favorably with
the gasoline taxes imposed by other states
McGowan said. Spear expressed concern
about ineffectively incarcerating more
in the upper Midwest. .
In the area of transit funding, the bill
offenders and continuing to build more
increases the transit share of the state
prisons. Spear noted the failure of the
portion of the MVET to 23 percent, or
provision in other states to reduce the
about $19 million, Langseth said. The
crime rate. Opponents also noted the cost
measure also contains $50 million in
impact.
bonding to finance construction this
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
summer until there are revenues from the
proposed an amendment, that was
gasoline tax increase. "The bill establishes
approved, to delete the section. Kelly also
a balance between transit and highways
proposed an amendment to delete the
with money for construction this summer,"
felony penalty for a convicted felon who
Langseth said. "If this bill passes, everyone
possesses or receives a firearm up to ten
comes out ahead," he said.
years after a sentence. The motion was
Other sections of the bill require a study
approved.
of electric vehicle transportation
The bill also addresses school safety by
technology, fund a high-speed rail study,
setting a felony penalty to possess a
provide for the environmental impact
dangerous weapon of school property. A
statement for the Wakota Bridge, and
section was amended to define property
authorize the sale of state bonds. An
more narrowly. The section relating to
amendment, offered by committee chair,
community crime reduction grants was laid
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
over due to concern about the effectiveness
Lake), authorizes funds for federal aid
of the programs.
demonstration projects in St. Louis and
Nicollet Counties. The amendment was
Editor's note
adopted and, after extensive supportive
Because Senate offices are closed Fri.,
testimony, the bill was approved.
Apr. 1, the deadlines for coverage in this
publication were moved forward one day.
Governor's crime bill modified
Thus, this edition covers committee and
The Crime Prevention Committee,
floor action up until the afternoon of Wed.,
chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
Mar. 30. As the second deadline for
met Thurs. evening, Mar. 24, to discuss S.F.
committee activity approaches, a number of
1765, the governor's crime bill, sponsored
major bills are scheduled to be acted upon
by Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple
during the evening hours Wed., Mar. 30
Grove). McGowan presented the
and Thurs., Mar. 31. Look for coverage in
numerous aspects of the bill. The bill
the next edition of Briefly.
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Agriculture and Rural
Development
Livestock compensation approved
At an evening meeting of the Agriculture
and Rural Development CommitteehThurs.,
Mar. 24, five bills were approved. T e
committee is chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.
(DFL-P?ynesville).
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
said that damage done to livestock by
animals, such as wolves, protected under the
federal Endangered Species Act of 1972
should be paid for by the state. S.F. 2430,
according to Finn, establishes a program
under which livestock owners are given fair
market value for animals damaged by the
protected animal. The proposal was approved.and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
S.F. 2247, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), alters the law on nuisance
liability relating to agricultural operations.
Sams said that the bill provides more
protection against nuisance laws for farmers
on agriculturally zoned land. The bill was
~prov~d and re-referred to the Judiciary
Committee.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) presented S.F. 2458, a bill establishing
a state sponsored lease program for grain
testing equipment. The bill was amended to
appropriate money toward the training of
grain testing personnel, the testing of
equipment and an analysis of the grain
testingprohlem in Minnesota. According to
Stumpf, the Dept. of Agriculture must submit
a report on the grain testing problem to the
Legislature bYJan. I, 1995. In its revised
form, the bill oesnot authorize the leasing of
grain testing equipment. The bill was
~prov~d and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
Stumpf outlined S.F. 2435 for the committee. According to Stumpf, the proposal
appropriates $'(O,OOO to the commissioner of
agriculture for grants to the Beaver Damage
Control Joint Powers Board for the purpose of
controlling damage caused b)' beavers. S.F.
2435 was approved and re-referred to the
Finance Committee.
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
presented S.F. 2072, a bill providing funds for
the tracking of salvaged food in the state.
Mondale said the bill is modeled after a
national act put in place in 1962. The
proposal provides for the tracking of salvaged
food and the enforcement food safety laws to
ensure consumers are purchasing safe salvaged
food. The bill was amended to include a
provision calling for ~he labeling of Canadian
wild rice as SUCh. S.F. 2072 was approved and
re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Commerce and Consumer
Protection
Liquor omnibus bill okayed
The Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee, chaired by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), approved S.F. 2161, the '
omnibus li9...uor bill, at the Thurs., Mar. 24,
meeting. The bill contains numerous
provisions, including a requirement that
brand extensions must be assigned to the
wholesaler who has been granted the
exclusive sales territory for the brand. The
bill, sponsored by Solon, also requires
distilled spirits and wine carriers to apply for a
special permit, sets a $20 permit fee and
authorizes several on-sale and off-sale liquor
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licenses. The bill now goes to the Senate
, floor.
S.F. 2255, sponsored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), requires the
commissioner of commerce to conduct a
study of pollution coverage offered with or
contained in Minnesota basic farm liability
policies. Under the bill, the commissioner is
also directed to appoint an advisory committee, whose recommendations are to be
included in the report. The bill was approved
and sent to the Consent Calendar.
The committee also approved S.F. 2582,
sponsored by. Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope), extending the statutory
protections given to mortgages in the
standard fire insurance policy to contract for
deed vendors. The bill now goes to the
Consent Calendar.
The committee next reviewed the
insurance provisions in S.F. 1133, sponsored
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),
establishing an environmental cleanup
program for landfills. The bill grants the
commissioner of commerce investigative
powers relating to landfills, directs the
attorney general to pursue all available
insurance claims unaer the bill, and establishes a voluntary buyout option for insurers
who wish to buyout of future liability for
landfills in return for a cash payment to the
state. The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Judiciary Committee.

Medigap rate regulation advances
The Commerce ana Consumer Protection
Committee, at the Fri., Mar. 25, meeting,
approved a bill regulating the premiums on
Medicare supplement policies. Under S.F.
2738, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFLStaples) premiums must be deemed reasonable and actuarially justified by the commissioner of commerce a)'ld must comply with
predetermined minimum loss ratios. The bill
also specifies that premium increase notices
to policyholders must itemize the sources of
the increase and that carriers must hold
public hearir~s as a condition of rate
~proval. S.I:'. 2738 was re-referred to the
Finance Committee.
The..panel, chaired by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), also granted approval to S.F.
2661, a bill that places a moratorium on
mergers and acquisitions by.Jarge health care
providers until July 1996. The measure,
according to its sponsor Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), is nee ded in order to slow
down the current trend of mergers in order to
allow time for thoughtful public policy
discussions about how all Minnesotans can be
best served by the health care system. The
bill now goes to the Senate floor.
Two more bills received approval at the
meeting. S.F. 1781, sponsored by Sen. Steve
Dille (HZ-Dassel), requires that unclaimed
property, in the form of outstanding checks
issued by a county, must be given to the
county. S.F. 1781 was sent to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2579"sponsored by Sen.
Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake),
provides grounds for injunctive action it there
is a likelihood of injury to business reputation
or dilution of the distinctive quality of a mark
or trade name. The bill now goes to the
Consent Calendar.

Tobacco sales bill amended
A bill requiring local governments to more
strictly regulate the sale of cigarettes to
minors cleared the Commerce and Consumer
Protection Committee Mon., Mar. 28, after
being amended by its author. The committee

adopted a delete everything amendment to
S.F. 2637 offered by its author, Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), and took testimony on
the bill. Under the amended bill, local
governments must conduct annual,
unannounced inspections at tobacco retailers'
places of business to test compliance with the
state's laws prohibiting tobacco sales to
minors. The measure also requires retailers to
conduct a training program for employees
who sell tobacco and establishes a maximum
penalty of $100 for failing to train an
employee. The committee discussed, then
defeated, a motion by Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Paul), to return the bill to its
original form, which included stiffer penalties
for retailers who sell cigarettes to minors.
S.F. 2637 now goes to the Senate floor.
The..panel, chaired by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), also approved four other bills.
S.F. 1879, sponsored by Solon, requiring
concrete ana masonry workers to De licensed
as residential contractors, now goes to the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee. H.F. 2035, sponsored by Sen.
Edward Oliver OR-Deephaven), clarifies a
1993 law relating relation to license bonds
and license renewal for residential building
contractors and remodelers. The measure
clarifies that a contractor or remodeleF must
continuously maintain a license bond until
the license is renewed. The bill now goes to
the Consent Calendar. Last, S.F. 2634,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), includes communit)' action
agencies in the municipal court liability laws.
The bill was re-referred to the Judiciary
Committee.

Crime Prevention
Metro gun bill discussed
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired

hY Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), convened

Thurs., Mar. 24, to discuss S.F. 2226. The
bill, sponsored by Spear, requires licensing of
firearms retailers in the Metropolitan Area.
The bill establishes a uniform licensing
system, and bans the sale and possession of
semi-automatic assault weapons in the Metro
Area. Spear explained that the proliferation
of firearms is a growing metropolitan issue,
and that the federal requirements are not
rigorous enough. Minneapolis Mayor Sharon
Sa)'les Belton spoke about the increase of gun
violence and the rise of "kitchen table"
firearms dealers who are inadequately
inspected. Belton said that the bill contributes to the stability and protection of
neighborhoods and citizens.
Toe Olson, of the Gun Owners Civil Rights
Alliance, opposed the bill, stating that the
bill would not decrease metropolitan violence
and that the current lack of enforcement of
existing laws should be examined instead.
Opponents asserted that the bill hurts
legitimate distributors and does not affect
criminals. Spear proposed an amendment,
that was adopted, to permit federally licensed
firearms and ammunition dealers to sell or
possess semi-automatic assault weapons.
Spear explained that the bill is not intended
to affect legitimate dealers, but is aimed at
unlicensed proliferation. Discussion will
continue.

Firearms restrictions approved
The Crime Prevention Committee
chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpis.),
convened Fri., Mar. 25, to approve several
bills.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) presented

S.F. 1689, a bill that restricts possession of
firearms Qy a person convicted of domestic
assault. The bill prohibits a person convicted
of assaulting a family member with a firearm
from possessin~ a firearm for the rest of the
person's life. The bill carries a gross misdemeanor penaJty if the provision is violated.
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple Grove)
and others questioned the logic of linking a
firearm offense and an offense against a family
member. McGowan stated that the penalty
for an offense against a stranger shouldn't be
different, and that the bill sets a precedent for
bannin~ other weapons. Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul) said that the ownership ot a
firearm was a privilege that should be revoked
when abused. The bill was incorporated into
the omnibus crime bill.
Beckman sponsored S.F. 2590, a bill that
allows the state takeover of misdemeanor and
juvenile public defense services. Kevin Kajer,
of the Board of Public Defense, explained the
cost increase for the services, estimated at
$11 million annually. The bill provides a
formula of aid reductions to offset the cost to
the state. The bill advances to the Taxes and
Tax Laws Committee.
Another bill was presented by Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (IR-Edina). S.F. 2645 provides
release conditions for persons charged with
crimes against others, and permits the court
to forbid possession of a firearm by the
offender or anyone in the offender's residence. Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
expressed concern about Rossible constitutional infringements, and Neuville presented
an amendment stating that the offender may
not live with someone possessing a firearm, or
the owner may voluntarily surrender the
firearm. The bill, as amended, goes to the
floor.
Ranum pre~ented S.F. 2567, allowing the
court to exclude an domesric abuser from an
area within 300 feet of a residence. The bill
will be incorporated into the omnibus crime
bill.
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
authored S.F. 2442, allowing for the arrest of
a Rerson if there exists IJrobable cause to
believe that the person has committed a fifth
degree assault within a school zone within the
past four hours.
An amendment was approved to define
"zone" more narrowly, and the bill was'
incorporated into the omnibus crime bill.
Kelly sponsored S.F. 2238, a bill requiring
verification of safety training and standards
before payment by the state for injuries
suffered be claimants who are supervised by
local government corrections agencies. The
bill was approved and goes to the Finance
Committee.
Kelly also presented S.F. 2311, regulating
currency exchanges and providing for a
national criminal history check on license
applicants. Kelly said there is a need for
background checks in the currency exchange
business to ensure the operations are legal.
The bill goes to the floor.
Spear presented S.F. 2348, substituting
references in statutes so that reports be
directed to crime prevention committees in
both legislative bodies. The bill was placed
on the Consent Calendar.
The Crime Prevention Finance Division,
chaired by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn) met briefly prior to the Crime
Prevention Committee, to review S.F. 2392.
The bill relates to missing and endangered
children. Sponsored by ;:Jen. Ember
Reichgott-Junge (DFL-New Hope), the bill
includes the cost estimates of pre-trial bail
screeninlLand information on pre-trial
release. The bill was approved and advances
to the Finance Committee.

Firearms bill laid over
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired
by Sen. Allan Spear, met Mon., Mar. 28, to
diSCUSS three bills. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFLSt. Paul) presented S.F. 2115, a bill that
relates to the mandatory minimum sentence
law regarding gun-related offenses. The bill
requires prosecutors to report the number of
cases charged and the cases that result in the
mandatory sentence. The bill also makes it a
felony to transfer a weafon in violation of
transter requirements, i the transferee uses
the weapon in a felony crime.
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple Grove)
expressed concern about the felony penalty to
the seller. Kelly explained that the seller is
protected as long as a legal, documented
transfer occurred. Due to concerns eXIJressed,
Kelly proposed an amendment that makes the
transfer a gross misdemeanor if a crime is
committed within one year of transfer, and if
the transferee was legally prohibited from
possession at the time, or the criminal
2-urpose of the transferee was foreseeable.
The. bill and the amendment were laid over.
The committee re-reviewed S.F. 1863, a
bill sponsored by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IRRochester), that had been laid over. The bill
revises penalties for adults contributing to
delinquency or to the children in need of
protection or services (CHIPS) status of a
minor.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
expressed concern that the conditions for a
contributing offense to delinquency were too
broad. The treatment of adults was amended
to distinguish between contributing to
truancy and to running away. Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville) proposed the
amendment, that makes contributing to
truancy a gross misdemeanor, while contributing to running away remains a felony. The
bill was approved, as amended, and goes to
the floor.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) IJresented
S.F. 2549, a bill relating to the jurisdiction in
transit zones f(~garding crimes involving drugs
and firearms. The authority of the Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC) police is
increased, and the penalties for crimes
committed in the transit zones are enhanced.
Kelly said that the bill expands the MTC
police powers too much, and questioned the
need for assisting city police. Kelly presented
an amendment to delete several sections of
the bill permitting expansion of the MTC's
policing authority. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was laid over.

Firearms bills approved
The Crime Prevention Committee, chaired
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), met Tues.,
Mar. 29, to review two bills relating to
firearms. Spear authored S.F. 2226, a bill
that establishes a uniform metropolitan
licensing system and bans the sale and
possession of semi-automatic assault weapons
in the Metro Area. Because of concerns
raised earlier about various provisions of the
bill, several amendments were suggested.
Spear proposed an amendment, which was
adopted, that exempts federally licensed
firearms and ammunition manufacturers from
the bill. Another aIJproved amendment,
offered by Spear, makes it a gross misdemeanor to sell a firearm or ammunition
without meetitlg the license reguirements.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-Sr. Paul) presented
an amendment to bring the state into
compliance with the federal firearms
regulations that were enacted as a result of
the Brady bill. Bill Clumpp, assistant
attorney general, explained the amendment
aligned policies regarding the possession of

pistols and assault weapons, the waiting
2-eriod, and the records reviewin~ process.
The amendment was adopted. Sen. Patrick
McGowan (IR-Maple Grove) offered an
amendment, that was approved, clarifying the
requirements of the licensing division and
classifying the transaction data as private.
Another amendment, attempting to define
semi-automatic weapons, was also debated.
After discussion about the unclear nature of
the definition~ the amendment was not
offered. Sen. Uene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) also proRosed an amendment to
delete penalties tor disRlaying ammunition
that is directly accessible to minors. The
amendment was apjJroved and the bill was
incorporated into S.F. 2378, the omnibus
crime bill sponsored by Sfear.
Kelly authored S.F. 21 5, a bill providing
mandatory minimum sentences relating to
gun offenses, and making it a felony to
transfer a pistol or semi-automatic weapon in
violation of the transfer permit requirements
when the transferee uses the weapon in a
crime of violence. Discussion focused on the
felony penalty to the transferor. Kelly
suggested eliminating the felony provision,
changing the offense to a gross misdemeanor,
and eliminating the exclusion of transfers by
IJeople who are not federally licensed firearms
dealers. McGowan suggested an alternative
of applying the gross misdemeanor penalty to
any non-federally licensed dealers and
allowing exclusions to the provision. The
exclusions include loans to prospective buyers
and any non-federally licensed dealers.
Supporters of both suggestions stated that
the changes would better address the issue of
private party transfers and track the weapon's
ownership. Lt. Phil Hafvenstein, of the Mpls.
Police Dept. stated that McGowan's
suggestion places responsibility on the seller
to ensure the requirements are met. Kelly's
amendment also apIJlies the same requirements that exist for licensed dealers to private
transfers. The amendment was approved.
Kelly proposed another amendment, which
was approved, to include drive-by shootings
in the category of mandatory minimum
sentence crimes. The bill was incorporated
into S.F. 2378.

Education
Merger bill advances
A bill that lays the groundwork for the
merger of the State University, Community
College and Technical Coll~e Systems was
approved by the Education Committee, cochaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFLMpls.) and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), during its meeting, Thurs.
morning, Mar. 24.
S.F. 2367 contains provisions that will
enable the 4,500 employees of the three postsecondary systems to be placed under the
overnance of the Higher Education Board
HEB) on July 1 1995. The bill, which
tumpf authored, had been approved by the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.
John Ostrom, technical college system vice
chancellor, said the bill covers employee
designation and bargaining, various employee
transition provisions, a bonding authority
transfer, and addresses other administrative
and finance issues. The bill requires the
commissioner of employee relations to
negotiate with the systems' bargaining units,
states that faculty and staff will be placed in
appropriate bargaining units, and provides
employee reinstatement rights. It also
transfers the State University System's
bonding authority, which has been used to
build dormitories, to HEB and designates the

~

3

mmittee update
HEB as the sole state agency to receive
federal vocational education funds.
The committee adopted an amendment,
offered by Stumpf, giving HEB the authority
to enter into a binding memoranda of
understanding with die bargaining reQfesentatives of each system's employees. HEB
Chancellor Jay Noren said the memoranda
states the board's intent to maintain the
employees in the positions they now hold.
~en. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) offered
another amendment that permits each
individual campus to develop their own
distinct missions after the merger occurs.
That amendment was approved, as was one
IJresented by Sen. Joanne Benson OR-St.
Cloud) establishing how the student
representatives to the merged system's
governing board are selected.
The committee then approved the bill, as
amended, and re-referred it to the Finance
Committee.

Reichgott lunge argued that the bill
provides students with an incentive to stay in
school. Concerns were raised that the bill
Rlaced the state in the role that parents
should play. The committee moved to delete
the provisions making enrollment a condition for receiving a driver's license. The
remaining parts of the bill allow license
revocation applied to juvenile offenders.
With the pertinent education policy
provisions deleted, the bill was approved and
sent to the floor.

Desegregation bills heard

Metropolitan-wide desegregation proposals
were discussed by the Education Division,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFLMpls.), at their Thurs. evening, Mar. 24
meeting. The division also considered the
components of a bill draft based on the
recommendations of the Special Education
Task Force.
The division reviewed S.F. 2646, authored
Grant program changes
by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), a
A proposal to modify a grant program was
proposal to advance desegregation throughapproved by the Higher Education Division,
out the Metro area. The division first
chaired by ~en. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
approved an author's amendment and then
River Falls), at the Thurs., Mar. 24, meeting.
reviewed the co~ponents on structural
S.P. 1495 changes the eligibility standards
coordination, staff and community developthat are to be used for the child care grant
ment, student programs, and transportation
program administered by the Higher Educaand compensatory revenue.
tion Coordinating Board (HECB). The bill
S.F. 2646, as amended, establishes a
eliminates the use of sliding scale income
Voluntary Interdistrict Coordinating Council
-guidelines in determining grant awards,
(VICC) to coordinate activities and help
basing them on an individual's, and family's,
school districts implement desegregation and
income, the number of members in the
integration plans in the seven-county Metro
family, and the number of children in the
Area. The Metro{lolitan Council is required
family in need of child care services. The
to work with VICC to adopt a long-range
maximum grant award was set at $1,500 per
policy for desegregation that contributes to
academic year.
racial and economic desegregation in the
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), the
region. The bill also adds desegreg~tion and
author, said that the bill simplifies the award
integration activities to school staff developRrocess by allowing HECB to set up a chart
ment programs, and amends the Open
that shows the grant amounts available based
Enrollment Program to allow a student of
on the factors to be used. The division
color from a Metro district with a student of
approved the proposal, incorporating it into
color enrollment 15 percent above the
the higher education omnibus bill.
Metro-wide average to enroll in another
The division also reviewed S.F. 2716,
district whose student of color population is
authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFLless than half the Metro-wide average.
Sturgeon Lake), allowing Fond du Lac
The bill provides revenue to districts for
Community College Center to become a full
the number of student transfers that occur
community college. Arrowhead Community
under an approved desegregation {llan, and
Colleges president Gregg Braxton-Brown Said
also provides transportation aid. ComRensathat the center serves as both a state and
tory tunding, given to districts with high
federal college, because it serves the needs of
concentrations of AFDC pupils is also
the Native American community in northern
increased.
Minnesota and is subject to review by the
The division also reviewed S.F. 2587
Bureau of Indian Affairs. He said that the
creating a Metro{lolitan Magnet Schooi
name change would clarify the center's
Grant Program. ~en. Gene Merriam (DFLrelationshill with the other community
Coon Rapids), the bill's author, said that the
colleges. The division took no action on the
commissioner of education, after consulting
proposal.
with VICC, may award grants to build
magnet schools proposed by districts involved
Driver's license bill amended
in voluntary desegregation. The districts
A proRosal to deny the driving privileges of must indicate how the magnet school would
improve learning in those districts. A total of
minors who have a number of unexcused
$20 million in bonding is available under the
absences or who have been dismissed from
bill. The division heard testimony on both
school was amended by the Education
bills from both supporters and opponents.
Committee, co-chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-MQls.) and Sen. LeRoy
No action was taKen on the bills.
Stumpf (DFL-Thiet River Falls), at their
A proposal to establish a cultural exchange
meeting, Thurs. evening, Mar. 24.
program was also presented. Under S.F.
S.F. 2111 sets UIJ a procedure requiring the
2632, authored by Sen. Jane Krentz (DFLDept. of Public Satety to revoke driving
May Township), students from Greater
privileges when 16- and 17-year-olds either
Minnesota would be able to enroll in a Metro
withdrew from school, had 10 consecutive or
Area school and vice versa. The division
15 unexcused absences from school, as well as
took no action on this proposal.
committed any delinquent act, ajuvenile
The division did adopt Rarts of a bill draft
petty offense or a maior traffic offense.
containing the recommendations of the
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Ember
Special Education Task Force, and incorpoReichgott Junge (DFL-Mpls.), also makes
rated those components into S.F. 2206, the
enrollment in school a condition for granting . Education Finance Omnibus bill.
a driver's license.
The division approved proposals allowing
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special education services to be available to
students to age 22, removing the restriction
that prevents the State Board of Eduction
from adopting rules on special education
teachers' case loads, and requiring school
districts to provide reasonaole accommodations and modifications for students with a
disability.
Also approved were provisions eliminated
in 1993, reauthorizing reimbursement for a
part of the salaries for administrators and
secondary vocational education that serve
children with a disability, and that reinstates
a repealed section of law requiring. accommodations of certain students in regular physical
education classes. A proposal to include a
representative of special education on the
staff development committee in each school
district was also approved. Other components of the bill draft remain for further
discussion.

Transfer bills approved
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), incorporated three bills into the Education Finance
Omnibus bill, and reviewed eight others
during their meeting, Fri., Mar. 25.
The division ap.proved two bills, both
authored by Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFLErskine), concerning the construction of a
new school in the Red Lake School District.
S.P. 2504 allows the transfer $160,000 in
funds from any of its accounts into its capital
expenditure fund to be used for equiRment in
the school's new gymnasium. The other bill,
S.F. 2505, lets the district increase the
amount of indebtedness it can incur from
$9.926 million to $10.075 million in order to
complete the construction project. Both bills
were incoq:)orated into S.F. 2206, the
omnibus bill.
S.P. 2792 permits the state to transfer a
Qarcel of IJ.roperty to the Faribault School
District. ~en. Thomas Neuville ORNorthfield) said that the property would be
used by the school district as the site for a
new elementary school. The division
adopted the proposal and added it to the
omnibus bill.
The division reviewed four other fund
transfer requests, setting them aside for future
consideration. Pogemiller presented S.P.
2208, allowing the Monticello School
District to transfer $250,000 from its capital
fund to the transportation fund. S.F. 1746,
authored by Sen. Martha Robertson ORMinnetonKa), gives school districts the
authority to use up to one-third of its capital
expenditure facilities revenue for equipment
purchases.
Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls)
presented two fund transfer bills. S.F.2517
allows the Nashwauk-Keewatin School
District to use the full amount of its health
and safety revenue for FYs 1993, 1994 and
1995 to relocate a vocational center. S.F.
2559 permits the Floodwood School District
to transfer revenue from health and safety to
their capital fund in the support of a building
construction project, if a bond referendum is
successful in the district.
A proposal that changes the exception
criteria used to reduce a district's reterendum
allowance was also heard., Under S.F. 2639,
districts that have an operating fund balance
that is less than $787.50 per pupil and that
other current criteria are met, qualifying
districts would be exemption fmm the
reguired revenue allowance reduction. Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) said
the proposal increases the number of districts
that qualify for the exemption from 40 to 53.

The division discussed the proposal and set it
aside for later consideration.
Two bills modifying the outcome-based
school program were presented and set aside
for further review. S.t<. 2529 gives postsecondary institutions the authority to
sponsor an outcome-based school and
increases the number of schools that may be
chartered from 20 to 50. Under the bill,
authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope), an existing school may
become an outcome-based school if 50
percent of the full-time teachers vote to do
sOl and an appeal process is established for
SChools whose charter is not renewed by the
State Board of Education.
S.F. 2743 allows outcome-based schools tb
limit admission to allow children of parents
who were involved in the ihitial organization
of the school, as long as this number of
students does not exceed 30 percent of the
total enrollment. Sponsored by Sen. Gen
Olson OR-Minnetrista), the bill also modifies
how state aids are paid to outcome-based
schools, giving them 15 percent of their total
aid on the first payment and the remaining
aid payments in 22 equal installments during
the first year the school is in operation. In
subsequent years, the school is to receive 23
equal aid payments.
The division discussed, but took no action
on S.F. 2470, giving municipalities the
authority to require that developers pay a
school impact fee for each unit of housing
they construct. Sen. Len Price (DFLWoodbury), the bill's author, said the
proposal is offered as a way to help growing
school districts build new schools along with
new land developments.

Task force proposals adopted
After many hours of testimony and
discussion, the Education Division approved
a number of proposals based on the recommendations from both the School Bus Safety
and Special Education Task Forces duri~
their Mon. evening, Mar. 28, meeting. Those
proposals are to be incorporated into S.F.
2206, the Education Finance Omnibus Bill.
Chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), the division approved an
amendment to a bill draft tnat was pre]2ared
based on the recommendations of the ~chool
Bus Safety Task Force. Sen. Martha
Robertson OR-Minnetonka), in offering the
amendment, shifts the focus on the school
transportation system from equipment to
operations.
The amendment includes components on
accountability and pupil management,
personnel, and equipment. The proposal
shifts the responsibility for school transportation safety from the Dept. of Education to the
Dept. of Public Safety, requires the commissioner of public safety to establish a School
Bus Safety Advisory Committee, and gives
bus safety rule-making authority to the Dept.
of Public Safety. School districts are required
to develop a district bus safety policy ana
designate an individual in the district as the
bus safety director.
The amendment also reserves one percent
of a district's total transportation revenue for
student transportation safety. That revenue
may be used only for paid or volunteer bus
monitors, to purchase external public address
systems and video cameras for liuses, and for
other activities and equipment that have
been reviewed by the state advisory committee and approved by the commissioner of
public safety.
In addition, the Dept. of Public Safety will
conduct a driver's license check before issuing
or renewing a school bus endorsement,
restricts persons convicted of crimes from

driving school buses, and adopts national
school bus equipment standards into law.
Having adopting some of the recommendations of the Special Education Task Force at
an earlier meeting, the division approved
several more provisions from a bill draft based
on those recommendations.
Amended into the omnibus bill are
]2rovisions requiring the State Board of
Education to consult the Special Education
Advisory Council while developing a high
school graduation rule and include a school
transition outcome as part of that rule, and
adds a member representing special education
to the Coalition for Education Reform and
Accountability.
The division also adopted proposals reauthorizing the task force for another year,
directing the commissioner of education to
develop a special education manual that lists
federal and state laws, rules, regulations, best
practice recommendations, stuaent and
parent rights and procedural safeguards.
After much discussion on the rule-making
process and a proposal that the state board
adopt the task force's proposed rules by July
31, 1994, the division approved an amendment offered by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope) directing the board to
adopt, amend or repeal special education
rules and hold a public hearing on the rules
the task force proposed by August 15, 1994.
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township)
offered an amendment that requires the
Minnesota School Boards Association, the
Dept. of Education and the task force to
develop a model curriculum on special
education to be used to train newly-elected
school board members.
The division also heard S.P. 2216,
requiring the commissioner of education to
conduct a two-year study of student sus]2ensions and expulsions. The bill, authorea by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), was similar to
a task force proposal and was approved by the
division.

Division work continues
The Education Division continued to work
its way through a number of bills at its
meeting, Tues. morning, Mar. 29, adding a
fund transfer and a proposal that prevents
certain reimbursements from being deducted
from a school district's special education
revenue.
The division, chaired by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), approved S.F. 2862,
allowing the Inver Grove Heights School
District to transfer $91,255 from its community service fund to its general fund. Sen.
James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul), the
a~thor, said the transfer reverses a transfer,
that the district made several years ago when
the communityservice fund was in deficit by
that amount. The bill was incorporated into
S.P. 2206, the Education Finance Omnibus
bill.
S.F. 2789 prevents third-party payer
reimbursements for services from having to be
deducted when a school district determines
its special education revenue. The author,
Sen. Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake) said
the bill will encourage districts to seek
reimbursement for services that may be
supported through medical assistance or other
insurance programs. S.F. 2789 was also
approved and added to the omnibus bill.
A proposal to provide the Worthington
School District with $2.6 million in bonding
proceeds was reviewed and accepted for
consideration with the division's other
bonding p~oposals. S.F. 2353, sponsored by
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), allows the
district to acquire land and build residential
facilities in support of a non-residential

sl?ec~al education program operated by the
distnct.
A bill to expand the number of districts
able to seek equalized revenue for interactive
television was reiected by the division. S.P.
2740, sponsored by Sen. Gen Olson (IRMinnetrista), would have made an existing
revenue program available for Carver and
Scott County districts.
The Senators also discussed two other bills.
S.F. 2400, authored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), requires districts to provide
summer special education programs for
resident and non-resident students enrolled
in a residential treatment pf0gfam. Sponsored by Sen. Roger D. Moe (LJFL-Erskine),
S.P. 2623 creates a pilot continuing education program in multi-cultural education for
teacners in the Red Lake School District. No
action was taken on either bill.

Repealing repealers discussed
Bills that overturn earlier repealers of some
local tax levies, that delay or prevent
implementation of a high school graduaticin
requirement rule, and which change how
some programs are funded were all heard by
the Education Division chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), at their
Tues. evening, Mar. 29, meeting.
The division reviewed four bills that would
reinstate the ability of the Intermediate
School Districts to levy property taxes. The
levy authority of the Intermediate Districts,
whose members include suburban school
districts, had been repealed.
S.F. 2770, authored by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park), and S.F. 2655,
§ppnsored by Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake) amend current law by
repealing the repeal of the intermediate
districts' levy authority.
Two other bills also delete the repealer
and contain other proposals concerning the
intermediate districts. Sen. Roy Terwilliger
(IR-Edina) presented S.F. 2635, which
includes a repeal of the levy repealer along
with provisions setting a staff development
amount for intermediate districts and repeals
a sunset of the districts. As well as overturning the tax repeal, S.F. 2788, authored by
Sen. Len Price (DFL-Woodbury), requires
that members of the intermediate district
board be elected, not appointed.
The division heard testimony from
intermediate district administrators, staff and
parents who all encourage the members to
reinstate the district's levy authority. That
authority, they said, is used to support the
intermediate's special and vocational
education programs and allows those
programs to be delivered efficiently. No
action was taken on any of the bills, pending
further testimony and discussion.
S.F. 2284, sQonsored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), also repeals a
provision in law that sunsets all referendum
levies on July 1, 1997. Supporters of the bill
said the referendum levies nelp districts meet
unfunded needs and that eliminating the
ability of districts to have referendum levies
will cause program reductions. Further
testimony on the bill will be taken.
The division took action on two proposals
concerning the high school graduation
requirem~nts rules being developed by the
State Board of Education. S.F. 1987 changes
the state board into an advisory group,
eliminates their rule-making authority, and
requires the board to recommend a high
scnool graduation rule to the commissioner of
education and the Legislature. The division
voted to not include the bill, authored by
Sen. David Knutson (IR-Burnsville), in the
education finance omnibus bill.
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S.F. 2412, sponsored by Price, delays the
adoption and implementation of the
graduation rule Dy a year, and includes a
provision requiring the state to pay for test
fees for students participating in the Advanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate Programs. The division also
rejected delaying the graduation rule
provisions, but did vote to incorporate the
requirement that the state pay for students'
test fees.
The members also approved S.F. 2141,
increasing the pupil unit weighting factor
used to calculate the amount of general
education revenue districts receive for each
kindergartner. The bill, authored by Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch), will be
included in the omnibus bill.
Also amended into the omnibus bill was a
provision contained in S.P. 1790, the Dept.
of Education's policy bill sponsored by Sen.
Gen Olson OR-Minnetrista), allowing the
Minnesota Academic Excellence Foundation
to offer employment benefits to three
employees of the foundation.
A proposal to raise the index factor used to
calculate the amount of revenue some large,
sparsely-populated districts receive was
Qresented Dy Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l
Falls). He said that change offered in the bill,
S.F. 2382, would allow tne 14 northernmost
school districts to receive the additional
revenue. No action was taken on the bill.

Funding proposals considered
The Education Division continued to
review funding and program proposals for
incorporation into the Education Finance
Omnibus bill during their Wed., Mar. 30,
meeting. The division chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), approved
all or part of three bills during the meeting
and set aside a fourth proposal for further
consideration.
S.P. 2818 allows 11th and 12th grade
students enrolled at American Indiancontrolled tribal contract or grant schools to
~articipate in the Post-Seconaary Enrollment
Options Program. The bill's author, Sen.
Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), said
students from the schools have been unable
to participate in the program because the
scnools are not incluoed in the definitions
applied to the program. The division
approved the Dill and added it to the omnibus
bill.
S.F. 2726 establishes a grant program to
assist districts in using technological advances
to improve individual learning and manage
information. Pogemiller, the author, said the
grant program would support a district's
efforts at using technology to give learners
more responsibility for their success and
change the role of teacher to learning
facilitator. The members voted to ada the
proposal to the omnibus bill. An appropriation for the program is to be considered later.
The division also heard S.F. 2131,
authored by Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township). The bill includes an increase in
the general education formula from $3,150 to
$3,400 per pupil, making staff development
revenue a separate funding category, and
continues local districts' ability to levy to
cover the costs of health insurance for retired
employees. The members voted down all but
two sections of the bill. They did approve a
proposal increasing the pupil unit factor
oistricts use in determining the amount of
revenue they receive for each kindergartner,
replacing a similar provision amended into
the omnibus bill earlier. A second provision,
clarifying a factor used to determine Learning
and Development Revenue amounts, was also
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app~oved

and included in the omnibus bill.
No action was taken on S.F. 2542,
authored by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.).
The bill, which increases the base amount
used to calculate late activity bus revenue and
raises the inflation factor used to set nonregular transportation revenue, was set aside
for later consideration.

Environment and Natural
Resources
Prairie Island bill to floor
The controversial Prairie Island nuclear
waste storage proposal cleared the Environment and Natural Resources Committee at
an evening hearing Thurs., Mar. 24. The bill,
S.F. 1706, authorea by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), goes to the full Senate.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
moved to reconsider the vote whereby the
bill had failed to pass. Merriam said that he
made the motion, "not because I've changed
my mind but because it has become apparent
that the bill is going to pass and I determined
that it is better to nave some effect on a
compromise." Merriam's motion was adopted
and the bill was again before the panel.
Merriam then offered a compromise version
of the bill. Merriam said that" a critical
point in the compromise is an ironclad
agreement between the state and Northern
States Power for 17 casks with no more
anywhere in this state unless the plants are
decommissioned." The amendment provides
for NSP to use 17 casks to store nuclear waste
but prohibits any additional casks unless
nuclear power plants are decommissioned or
there is a permanent site located outside the
state.
The amendment also prohibits NSP from
"re-racking" the waste contained in the
Prairie Island plant's storage ~ools in order to
increase the pools' capacity. Further, if the
power company finds a disposal site outside
the state, the company must ship the casks
first and, once shi0?ed, the casks must be
decommissioned. The measure also provides
for a contractual agreement between the state
and NSP and includes the Mdewakanton
Sioux Tribal Council as an intended third
party beneficiary. with standing to enforce the
agreement. Under the amendment, a
requirement that NSP pay an annual fee to
the Mdewakanton Sioux is deleted. Finally,
the amendment requires additional resources
to be directed to wind power generation with
a goal of 300 kilowatts by 2005. The measure
also requires resources be devoted to other
forms of energy development. The compromise was adopted on a voice vote without
debate.
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
offered a second amendment. The amendment authorizes NSP to use four casks and
simultaneously look for an alternative site
away from the Mississip.pi River. If no
alternative is found by Dec. 31,1997, the
amendment requires NSP to return to the
Legislature for authorization for additional
casks. Further, the amendment specifies that
if no alternative site is found, the state must
transfer land to the Mdewakanton Sioux.
The amendment was also adopted.
There was not a great deal of debate on the
measure. Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch) said tnat she opposed the bill and
that the bill does not aggressively pursue
alternative energy development. Novak
countered that the bill provides a fair and
reasonable standard and makes a commitment to alternative energy. The measure was
approved on a 16-2 roll call vote.

Omnibus bills approved
The Environment ana Natural Resources
Committee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), met Fri., Mar. 25, to review
25 bills, including an omnibus forestry and an
omnibus fish and game bill.
.
The committee approved twelve bills
authorizing the selling of land.
Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro)
presented S.F. 1858, a bill authorizing the
sale of land in the Gordy' Yaeger Wildlife area
around Rochester. The bill was approved and
re-referred to the Finance Committee. Sen.
LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls)
presented S.l'. 1959, a bill authorizing the
sale of tax-forfeited land in Roseau County.
The bill was approved and sent to the
Consent Calenoar.
S.P. 2017, authorizing the correction of a
title problem on tax-forfeited land in Meeker
County was presented by Sen. Dean Johnson
(IR-Willmar). The bill was approved to the
Consent Calendar. Sen. Dan ~tevens (IRMora) presented S.F. 2062, authorizing the
sale of land in Mille Lacs County. The bill
was approved and sent to the Consent
Calendar. S.F. 2066, authored by Paula
Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake), authorizes the sale
of tax-forfeited land in Anoka County. The
~roposal was approved and sent to th()
Consent Calendar. Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon) presented S.F. 2152, a bill
authorizingthe sale of tax-forfeited land in
Clay and Wilkin counties to the city of
Moorhead. The bill was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Steven Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
presented a bill allowing the exchange of land
in Wabasha and Filmore counties to a private
party. S.F. 2246 was apQroved and sent to
the Consent Calendar. Lessard present a
proposal authorizing the sale of land in
Aitkin county. S.F. 2305 was approved and
sent to the Consent Calendar. ~en. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) presented S.F.
2436, a bill permittinK.-the sale ofland in
Crow Wing County. ·rhe proposal was
apQroved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
~en. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
presented S.F. 2491, a bill authorizing the
sale of land in Stearns County. The bill was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
Lessard presented S.F. 2562. The bill,
authorizing the sale of land in Itasca County,
was approved and sent to the Consent
Calendar. S.P. 2561, presented by Lessard,
allows the sale of land in Itasca and St. Louis~_
counties. The bill was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) outlined
a bill allowing the use of the state revolving
fund for nonpoint pollution correction.
According to Morse, $34 million is needed to
address tne problem. S.F. 1945 was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 1986, authored by Hanson, amends the
Wetland Replacement Act to provide a 50
percent reimbursement for the replacement of
wetlands. The proQosal was approved and
sent to the Senate floor. Sen. ~am Solon
(DFL-Duluth).l2resented a proposal providing
a grant to the Northern Counties Land Use
Coordinating Board for developing a
planning process and comprehensive land use
plans.
The bill was approved and re-referred to
the Finance Committee.
A feedlot manure management committee
and a livestock expansionprogram are
created under Sen. Steve Dille's (IR-Dassel)
proposal in S.F. 2150. The bill was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2410 clarifies the registration langpage of
off-road recreational vehicles. The bill,

authored by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), was approved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake) presented
S.F. 2493, a bill creating a sewer district in
Pine County and a sanitaIT sewer board to
administer the district. The bill was approved and sent to the Consent Calendar. A
bill transferring funds from the waste tire site
program to the motor vehicle salvage
facilities program was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee. Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury) is the author
of the proposal.
Lessard presented a bill exempting public
lands from road dedication provisions. S.F.
2588 was aflProved and sent to the Consent
Calendar. ~tumpf outlined a proposal to
replace plans currently approved under
county comprehensive wetland management
Ql?ns and clarify the applicabilit:y of the
wetland Conservation Act. S.P. 2724 was
approved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee. Stumpf also offered a bill
relating to solid waste management.
S.F. 1757 was approved and sent to the
Consent Calendar.
Lessard presented a Dept. of Natural
Resources sponsored omnibus forestry bill.
According to Lessard, the main provIsion in
the bill authorizes the sale of native tree seed
to private nurseries. Other sections of the bill
remove the limit on the number of species
and the number of trees that can be acquired
for other states or the federal government.
S.F. 2236 was approved and sent to the
Senate floor. A bill allowing a non-resident
to take an antlered deer within a mul)jple
buck zone was presented by Lessard. 'rhe bill,
S.F. 2429, was amended numerous times.
The amendments allow a non-resident to
take rough fish, modify the definition of a
game bird, .expand existing fencing requirements for livestock restraint, revise aquatic
and wild animal statutes, and require a special
p~rmit from the commissioner of the Dept. of
Natural Resources to administer chemicals to
wild animals.
The omnibus game and fish bill was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.

rBGH bill gains
The Environment and Natural Resources
Committee met Tues., Mar. 29 to review 11
bills. The committee is chaired by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls).
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) briefed
the committee on S.F. 2093, allowing
voluntary labeling of dairy and dairy products
free of the recombinant bovine growth
hormone (rBGH) input. Morse said the state
is responsible for the enforcement of labeling
and labeling standards. The bill was apIl-roved and re-referred to the Commerce
Committee. Sen. Arlene Lesewski ORMarshall) I?resented S.F. 2124, a bill transferring the title of judicial county ditch number
37 in Redwood and Lyon Counties to the
state. The bill was apJ2foved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. ~.P. 1489 revising and
updating the litter laws by ad ding cross
references for existing civilJ)enalties, was
Qresented b"y Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFLEagan). S.P. 1489 was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar. A bill allowing the
sale of tax-forfeited land by sealed bid in
Anoka County was apQroved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. ~.F. 1929 is authored by
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley).
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
presented S.F: 2050, a bill providing for the
management of solid waste. Sen. Gene
Merriam proposed two amendments designed
to ensure that waste is disRosed of in the most
environmentally beneficial manner possible.

The amendments and the bill were laid over
for consideration at a Thurs., Mar. 31(
hearing. Sen. Pat PiRer (DFL-Austin)
outlined S.F. 2749, a bill conveying land in
Mower County to the city of Austin. The
Qroposal was approved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. S.F. 1922, according to
the author, Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.),
restricts the killing of dogs wounding or
pursuing big game. Ranum also said that the
state needs to restrict when a dog can be
killed in the Metropolitan Area of the state.
Ranum said that the bill will be reworked and
clarified. The bill was laid over. Merriam
presented S.F. 2277, a bill allowing the
Metropolitan Waste Control Commission to
enter into agreements to implement total
watershed management. The bill was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
S.P. 2486, authored by Sen. Gary Laidig
OR-Stillwater), relates to the Toxic Pollution
Prevention Act. According to Laidig, the bill
clarifies applicability of the act and modifies
schedules for the submission of pollution
plans. The bill was amended to modify
eligible recipients and fee schedules. 'the bill
was approved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee. Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St.
Paul) presented S.F. 2584, a bill allowing
transferable handicapped permits to be issued
and used by handicapped persons when
parking at state parks. The proposal was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
~en. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
presented S.F. 2757, a bill authorizing the
commissioner of the Dept. of Natural
Resources (DNR) to make subgrants.
According to Price, the DNR lacks eXRlicit
authority to make subgrants and the bill
clearly authorizes such grants.
The bill was approved and re-referred to
the Finance Committee.

Feedlot bill advances

S.F. 2150 and S.F. 2484 were reviewed by
the Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division, chaired by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota) Thur., Mar. 24. The
committee apRroved both bills and referred
them to the full Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.
S.F. 2150, authored by Sen. Steve Dille
(IR-Dassel), establishes a feedlot and manure
advisory committee. The bill also creates a
farm advisory committee and a livestock
expansion loan program. According to Dille,
the livestock expansion loan program is
administered by the Rural Finance Authority
(RFA) and provides capital to farmers
expanding their livestock operations. Dille
also stated that appropriations are made to
the University of Minnesota for research on
manure practices, storage, run-off, odor
reduction, and nutrient management.
Finally, the bill provides funds for the Farm
Safety Program, the dairy leaders roundtable,
and debt service on bonds sold to cover the
administrative costs of the livestock expansion loan program.
S.F. 2484 establishes a special vehicle
license plate for the Rurpose of generating
money to benefit wetlands' wildlife. The bill,
Rr.esented by Sen. Leonard Price (DFLWoodbury), emulates other states projects
designed to raise money to benefit the
environment. Under the program, said Price,
the consumer pays $30 for a specially
designed license plate. Price said that the
proceeds from the sale of the plates are placed
into a wetlands' wildlife legacy account to be
used for acquiring, preserving, enhancing,
restoring, establishing and managing
wetlands for the benefit of wildlife. According to Price, th~_.I?rogram has been successful
in Oregon and Wisconsin.

rBGH moves ahead
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) Rresented
a bill allowing voluntary labeling of dairy and
dairy products free of the recombinant bovine
growth hormone (rBGH) input before the
Environment and Natural Resources Finance
Division on Tues., Mar. 29.
Morse, the division chair, said that
voluntary labeling is a consumer right to
know issue. The provisions in the bill
provide for the inspection of dairy operations
using the rBGH-free label. The bill establishes a surcharge for the label users, and
defines a labeling format. Morse suggested an
amendment deleting the apIl-ropriation and
funding aspects of the' bill. The amendment
was adopted.
S.F. 2093 was approved and referred to the
full Environment and Natural Resources
Committee.

Ethics and Campaign

Reform
Broadcast access bill okayed
A bill giving state and local candidates
access to broadcast facilities was approved by
the Senate Ethics and Campalgn Reform
Committee, Thurs., Mar. 24. The committee,
chaired by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
Il-laced two other bills on the Consent
Calendar and laid over a fourth.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.P. 1995, a bill that requires broadcasting
stations to sell reasonable amounts of time to
candidates running for public office. Flynn
explained that since political advertising
must be sold at lower rates than commercial
advertising, stations have denied access to
candidates. "We want the access that is
provided at the federal level extended to state
and local elections," Flynn said.
Raising concerns about the measure was
Peter Popvitch, Minnesota Broadcasters
Association. Popovitch said that regarding
access, broadcast media are Rre-empted by the
FCC. Additionally, he said that to single out
broadcast medial while ignoring print media,
is unfair. The bi 1was sent to the floor.
S.F. 2011 authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), provides for simulated
elections. According to Don Bye, research
shows that young people feel intimidated by
the voting process, and simulated elections
lessens anxiety and increases voter turn out.
Sen. Patrick McGowan OR-Maple Grove)
asked about security issues. Bye answered that
the "ballots" are to be a different color, and
also coded so that a computer can distinguish
between an actual ballot and a facsimile. Bye
said that a similar effort has increased voter
turn out by: 3-11 I?ercent in Arizona. He also
emphasized that the program, while not
costing taxpayers anything, provides the
benefit of increased Rolitical awareness. S.F.
2011 was placed on the Consent Calendar.
Also'placed on the Consent Calendar was
S.P. 2671. The bill, authored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), permits the Itasca
County Board to submit a nonbinding
referendum determining the form of governance for the Itasca medical center. ~.F. 165,
sQonsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake), a measure proposing
an amendment that Rrovides for initiative
and referendum, was laid over.

Uniform elections bill heard
The Senate Ethics and Campaign Reform
Committee, chaired by'"Sen. John Marty,
(DFL-Roseville), met Tues. Mar. 29 to
discuss two bills regarding elections, and to
review the governor's appointment to the
State Ethical Practices Board.
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S.P. 2395, authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park); establishes the
first Tuesday in November ot odd-numbered
years as the uniform local government
election date. Currently tnere are only 99
cities that have elections in odd-numbered
years, consequently, the bill impacts 87
counties, 757 cities, and about 360 school
districts. The measure has no impact on
towns, but does move special district
elections, including bodies such as soil and
water conservation districts and hospital
districts, to November of odd-numbered
years.
Based on a proposal of the Minnesota
School Board Association, S.P. 2395 includes
a provision that requires cities to use school
district boundaries as precinct boundaries,
where practical, and to consult with school
boards before adopting the boundaries. The
cost of local elections is allocated among the
I:>articipating local governments in accoraance with rules adopted by the secretary of
state.
Members aRproved S.F. 2395 and rereferred it to the Rules and Administration
Subcommittee.
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
sponsored H.P. 2222. The bill creates a single
polling place for two precincts of different
counties, given that the smaller precinct does
not contain more than 100 registered voters.
Besides providing separate ballot boxes, a
single set of election judges must be appointed by the governing body to serve at the
polling place.
The Eill was placed on the Consent
Calendar.
Lastly the committee confirmed the
~pointment of Vanne Owens Hayes to the
Ethical Practices Board. Owens Hayes, dean
of students at the University of Minnesota
Law School, has been a member of the board
since 1990 and currently serves as the board's
president.

Family Services
Obligor list bill approved
A bill that may provide a tool to collect
child support payments was aRProved by the
Family ~ervices Committee, chaired by Sen.
Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), at the Thurs., Mar.
24, meeting.
S.F. 2271 requires that the Dept. of Human
Services (DHS) publish the names and last
known addres.ses of child support obligers
who owe at least $3,000 in payments and who
have not made a payment in a 12-month
period. Sen. Dan Stevens (IR-Mora), the
author, said that the list of obligers would be
published every three months in the newspapers with the widest circulation in each
county.
Several amendments were added to the
bill. The committee adopted an amendment
offered by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
requiring that obligers be given advance
notice that DHS will publish their name and
give them the opportunity to make amingements to have their name removed. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) presented an
amendment allowing a name to be removed
from the list if the obligor claims, and DHS
determines, there is good cause for nonpayment of child support.
The committee also adopted an author's
amendment allowing the names to be
released under data privacy_provisions, and
another from Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Pau!), requiring DHS to report on the
program.
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The committee approved the bill, as
amended, and re-referred it to the Judiciary
Committee.
The committee also heard S.F. 1930, the
DHS technical bill, which had been rereferred from the Health Care Committee.
Betzold, the author, said the bill aligns some
provisions with federal law and clarifies
others.
The committee approved the bill and sent
it to the Consent Calendar.
Also approved was S.F. 2572, clarifying
that applicants for a family day care or foster
care license would be ineligible for the license
if they have been convictea of violent or
drug-related crimes and clarifies other child
maltreatment reporting procedures.
The bill, authored by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), was sent to the floor.

Finance
Capital hearings conclude
The State Government Finance Division
concluded its review of capital budgets,
Thurs., Mar. 24. The division, chaired by
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), listened
to representatives from the Dept. of Administration present proposals for tne Strategic
Plan for Locating ~tate Agencies. Present
were Dennis Spalla, assistant commissioner,
and Gary Grefenberg, executive director of
the Capitol Area Architectural Planning
Board.
Grefenberg outlined the board's budget
requests for 1994-1995. The top priority is
exterior restoration and renovation of the
Capitol building, followed by planning and
renabilitation of landscaping. Among the
repairs are new roofing, restoration of the
Quadriga, and the compilation of a maintenance manual for the building's exterior.
Grefenberg emphasized a tremendous need
for a comprehensive master plan for developing the Capitol grounds. A list of proposed
r..rojects was presented to the division.
Urefenberg said that the board hopes to use
creative landscaping as memorials, for
example pools and gardens, rather than
traditional standing monuments.
A request for $100,000 was made for a
r..redesign study of the space within the
Capitol for future locations of constitutional
officers. SRalla told the division that
currently the offices are spread about the
Capitol, the Administration Building, the
State Office Building, and numerous nonstate owned leased facilities.
A predesign proposal for a new education
building was requested. The deparment's goal
is to consolidate the state's higher education
systems into one efficient and effective
management unit, thereby eliminating
duplication of facilities and staff. The total
cost of the five year project is $48.195
million.
To comply with local codes, the department requested $1.100 million for lighting
and surveillance equipment. The equir..ment
includes increased lighting around all CaRitol
buildings and the entrances, along sidewalks
and parking facilities, at transit stops, and on
the mall.
A request for $500,000 to upgrade five
elevators in the Centennial building was
made. A second part of the proposal is for
predesign funds to study the possibility of
converting the elevators in the Capitol
buildin~back to their original Cass Gilbert
design. The cost for the plan is estimated at
$150,000.

Governmental Operations
and Reform
Pension bills advance
Members of the Governmental O[Jerations
and Reform Committee, chaired by ~en.
lames Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul), met
'rhurs., Mar. 24, for an evening hearing and
considered 23 pension bills. Five of the
measures were advanced to the Committee
on Finance and the balance were sent to the
Senate floor for consideration.
One measure S.P. 1906 authored by'"
Metzen, sparked considerable debate. The
bill transfers various employment positions in
the Dept. of Corrections and the Dept. of
Human Services from coverage by the general
state employees retirement plan or the
Teachers Retirement Association to the
Correctional Employees Retirement Plan.
The measure specifies that the employees,
such as special teachers, nursing personnel
and various other correctional personnel,
must spend at least 50 percent of their
working time in direct inmate or patient
contact. The measure was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee.
S.P. 2498, authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), offers options of
coverage for employees of the Higher
Education Board upon merger of the state's
higher education systems. ~.F. 1860, carried
by Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington),
makes changes to the State University and
State Community College Individual
Retirement Account Plans by including
technical college teachers, allowing current
IRAP members to elect coverage by the
Teachers Retirement Association and
reguires a recodification of the lRAP law.
S.J:i. 2169, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), limits future excess police
state aid funding of the Public Employee
Insurance Program (PElP), mandates a
feaSibility study of a police stress reduction
program, provides funding of the program and
redirects the balance of excess police state aid
to the ambulance longevity plan. All three
measures were re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
The remaininlL bills were all advanced to
the full Senate. ~.F. 1801, authored by Sen.
Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), increases
employee contribution rates and benefit
computation formulas for the Teachers
Retirement Fund. S.F. 1908, also sponsored
by Morse, corrects unintended omissions from
previous early retirement legislation. S.F.
2060, authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFLDuluth), clarifies terms relating to the
calculation of pension benefits contained in
the bylaws of the Duluth Firefighters Relief
Association. S.F. 2171, authored by Sen.
Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), adds American
Indian tribal government entities located
within federally recognized reservations to
the definition of "municipality" for fire and
police state aid purposes. S.F. 2180, carried
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), provides
for terms on which surviving spouse Eenefits
are granted to members of the Minneapolis
Fire Dept. Relief Association. S.F. 2210,
carried by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!),
specifies that employees of Ramsey Health
Care, Inc., are not public employees, but
allows current employees with retirement
coverage by the Public Employees Retirement
Association (PERA) to remain PERA
members. S.F. 2240, sr..onsored b~ Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-MIlls. , provides
for level benefits for the Mpls. Po ice Relief
Association and changes tfie definition of

surviving spouses eligible for benefits.
S.P. 2270, also sponsored by Pogemiller,
adds Hennepin County paramedics and
emergency medical technicians to the Public
Employees Police and Fire Fund. S.P. 2213,
carried by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls),
provides for coverage of employees of a lessee
of Itasca Medical Center facilities by PERA.
S.F. 2250, authored by Metzen, enables
retired divorced members of PERA to rescind
a selection of a joint and survivor annuity
and to receive a normal retirement annuity
under specific conditions. S.F. 2332, carried
by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), permits
purchase of service credit by specific soil and
water conservation district employees. S.F.
2432, ~onsored by Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd), authorizes purchase of prior
service credit from the Teachers Retirement
Association by a specific person.
S.F. 2519, carried by Metzen, clarifies
probationary employment for purposes of
South St. Paul Police Chief Association
service credit. S.F. 2593, carried by Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Pau!), permits
employees of Minnesota Project Innovation,
Inc. to participate in the state employee
benefit programs. S.F. 2251, authored by
Solon, defines salary, authorizes purchase of
service credit for parental or maternity leave
and provides for the resumption of teaching
by basic program retirees in the first class city
teacher funds. S.F. 2357, carried by Morse,
waives the annuity reduction for faculty in
the state university system who return to
teaching part-time after retirement and
mandates employer paid health insurance for
the faculty. S.P. 2500, authored by Kdly,
QI'ovides for the governance of the St. Paul
Teachers Retirement Fund Association.
S.F. 2464, carried by Pogemiller, authorizes
the purchase of prior service credit in PERA
by an employee of the city of Mpls. S.F.
2288, carried by Stumpf, makes various
administrative and minor changes in the laws
governing the Minnesota State Retirement
System, PERA and the Teachers Retirement
Association.

MinnesotaCare approved

The Governmental O~erations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Pau!), met Fri., Mar. 25, to
consider eight bills.
MinnesotaCare, a bill authored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), was approved and
re-referred to the Tax Committee. The
committee examined the provisions in the
bill dealing withgovernmental operations.
The proposal, S.l'. 2192, was amended several
times. Among the revisions is a nondiscriminatory clause proposed by Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington). According to
Riveness, a community service integrated
network (CISN) must allow a provider access
to the network, if the network offers the
provider's type of service as a part of its plan.
Another amendment makes it mandatory
that at least 51 percent of the governing
members of a CISN be consumers elected by
the enrolles. Both amendments were
approved.
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
presented S.F. 22~QI a bill revising the duties
of the Legislative Water Commission. The
bill also establishes a sustainable agriculture
advisory board. The bill was a~roved and
referred to the Senate floor. S.l'. 2496, a bill
designed to streamline the licensing process
by providing a "one-stop" licensing system,
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.
According to the bill's author, Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), the
proposal automates the licensing system and
reduces paperwork.

Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Pau!)
outlined a proposal changing the process of
filling certain Metro Area county offices.
Pappas's bill allows the positions of county
auditor, county corner, and county recorder
to be appointed, rather than elected. S.F.
2232 was approved and sent to the Senate
floor. Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle Pines)
presented S.F. 2104, a bill that establishes an
abused child program under the direction of
the commissioner of corrections. The
proposal also establishes a twelve member
advisory council directed to report on the
progress of the program and make suggestion
to the commissioner of corrections. The bill
was f!Pproved and sent to the Senate floor.
S.l'. 1862, authored by Riveness, provides
for an increase in the size of the board of the
lob Skills Partnership Board from 12 to 13.
The bill was apQroved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. A bill providing for the
oversight and planning of crime ~revention
programs, was presented by Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Pau!). S.P. 2583 creates
a chemical abuse prevention resource council
and instructs the council to report the results
of a violence prevention study to the
Legislature by Jan., 1995. The bill was
approv~d and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
presented S.F. 2523. According to Merriam,
the bill transfers the environmental assistance
~rograms from the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (PCA) and waste management and policr planning from the Metropolitan Counci to the new Office of
Environmental Assistance. Merriam stated
that the arrangement separates the regulatory
and education/promotion programs within
the state agencies. Several prop<:Jsed
amendments to the bill failed. The bill was
approv~d and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.

his estate, rather than be retained by the
fund. S.F. 2394 was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar. Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin) presented S.F. 1280, a bill extending
health insurance and the surviving spouse
benefit to legally married spouses of retired
Austin Fire Vept. employees. The bill was
approved and sent to the Senate floor. S.F.
H,S4 allows a former University of Minnesota
employee to be exempted from the Minnesota State Retirement System re-employment
clause. According to Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), the bill's author, the employee
was adversely effected by the changes in
procedures regarding the retireIJ;lent plan at
the universities steam plant. No action was
taken of the proposal. S.F. 1723 allows
remarried surviving spouses to be eligible for
surviving spouse benefits for the Local Police
and Paid Fire Relief Association. Piper
authored the bill, which was approved and
sent to the Senate floor.
Kroening presented S.F. 609, a bill
allowing the purchasing ofprior out of state
service credit in order to add years of credited
service under the Mpls. Teacher Retirement
Fund Association. The bill was approved and
sent to the Senate floor. Sen. Patrick
McGowan OR-Maple Grove), author of S.P.
793, said that the [jill modifies the disability
benefit limitation under PERA for reemployment disabilitants. The proposal was
approved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
According to Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), S.F. 2028 clears up an error in
the election of an employee's retirement
selection. S.F. 1818 allows a person to select
medicare coverage. The bill was approved
and sent to the Consent Calendar. S.F.614,
providing for an enhanced salary and service
credit for part time teachers who job share
was approved and sent to the Senate floor..
The [jill was presented by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township.

Retirement bills heard

Information access approved

The Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee met Tues., Mar. 29, to hear a
series of bills. The committee is chaired by
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Pau!).
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.P. 2358, a bill ratifying labor contracts and
compensation agreements for state employees
that had been given interim approval by the
Legislative Commission on Employee
Relations (LCER). The bill was approved
and sent to the Finance Committee. S.F.
2231, a bill modifying registration and waiver
requirements for charitable organizations
wishing to be included in the state employees'
campaign, was also approved. The bill's
author, Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Pau!),
said that the bill allows the United Negro
College Fund and Open Your Heart to
participate in the campaign. Discussion
surrounded the exclusion of charities that
QPerate and benefit people outside the state.
The bill was sent to the Senate floor. Sen.
Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina) outlined S.F.
2447, a bill permitting state employees to
donate vacation leave for a specific employee.
The proposal was approveCl and sent to the
Consent Calendar. Red Wing police
employees are allowed an additional 60 days
to select coverage under the Public Employee
Retirement Account (PERA), under a bill
authored bi' Sen. Steven Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing). S.l'. 1680 was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar.
Under S.F. 2394, a St. Paul Police officers's
consolidated fund allocation is paid out to
the employee's estate since there are no
beneficiaries. According to the author, Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!), an emQloyee's
benefit at the time of his death will be paid to

The Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. lames Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), met Wed., Mar. 30, to
take action on six bills.
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
presented S.F. 2657, a bill increasing the
public's access to government information
and services through information technology.
According to Mondale, the bill creates a
board to develop plans in cooperation with
private organizations in order to make
recommendations to the Legislature. The bill
also authorizes a request for proposal from
private organizations. The [jill was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee.
A six member task force is created to
advise the commissioner of human resources
on the formation of standardized forms under
S.F. 2036. Sen. John Hottinger (DFLMankato), the author, said tue bill also allows
denied MinnesotaCare applicants a hearing
request for reconsideration of their application. The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Finance Committee.
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
outlined S.F. 1641. Riveness said that the
bill mandates additional investment performance disclosure. According to Riveness,
the bill is designed to encourage groups with
pension funds, such as volunteer firefighter
organizations, to use the State Board of
Investment. The board can produce a better
yield than many funds are currently generating, said Riveness. Riveness stated that the
bill also provides the state with a better idea
of exactly how retirement funds are doing in
comparison to their predicted yield. The bill
was laid over for future consideration.
S.F. 1879, authored by Sen. Sam Solon
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(DFL-Duluth), requires concrete and
masonry contractors to fulfill licensing
requirements. The bill takes effect Aug. 1,
1995. According to Solon, the contractor is
required to post a $5000 bond under the
licensing agreement. The bill was approved
and sent to the Senate floor.
A Sustainable Economic Development and
Environmental Protection Task Force is
established by' S.F. 236~_,presented by Sen.
Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake).
According to Chandler, the task force makes
suggestions on the use and management of
state land as well as provides a comprehensive
land use strategy, The proposal was approved
and sent to the finance Committee.
Excess building permit surcharges are
returned to the municipalities under S.F.
2185. The bill's author Sen. Pat Pariseau
OR-Farmington), said that currently excess
surcharges are kept on hand by the respective
departments and that it seems reasonable that
the excess should be returned to the originatingJevel of government.
The bill was approved re-referred to the
Finance Committee.

Health Care
MA/GAMC bill re~re£erred

The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin, (DFL-Mpls.), met Thurs,
Mar. 24, to discuss three bills. Sen. Duane
Benson (IR-Lanesboro) presented S.F. 2640,
making several changes in the Medical
Assistance (MA) and General Assistance
Medical Care (GAMC) policies. The bill
modifies requirements for children's mental
health collaboratives and implements the
hosQital peer grouping system approved in
1993. The bill also makes modifications to
asset transfer and asset recovery policies.
Discussion and testimony focused on a
section relating to implementation of the
peer grouping system, which grouRs hospitals
into six classes, and limits MA and GAMC
payments within each group to near median
levels. 0PRonents of the peer grouping
stated that the groups were artificially created
and that hospitals would fac~ reductions as a
result. Berglin presented an amendment
which was approved, regarding mental illness
case management rates. The bill was sent to
the Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division without recommendation.
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd)
presented S.F. 2374, a bill s12onsored bj1 Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch). The bill
establishes an integrated network of campus
and community services in the catchment
area served by the Cambridge Regional
Human Services Center. Theresa Williams,
of the Alliance for Consumer Options, said
that the bill precludes residents from choices
about where and with whom they live. "By
determining through legislative mandate the
number of people required to reside in state
operated services, you are limiting consumer
choice," Williams said. Several amendments
were presen~ed to address the lay-offpr.ocedure of public employees at the Cambndge
Center. The amendment Rroposed by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) was
approved, and specifies that the procedure
shall be used only as a mechanism to fill state
services Jlositions in the area, and only until
June 1995. The bill was approved and
advances to the Health Care and Family
Services Funding Division.
The third bill was authored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples). S.F. 1878 authorizes
projects that provide residential services in
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homes owned by persons with developmental
disabilities. The bill now goes to the Health
Care and Family Services Funding Division.

Authorization process okayed
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-MRls.), met Tues.,
Mar. 29, to discuss several bills. Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) sponsored S.F.
2036, a bill modifying the medical assistance
appeals and prior authorization process by
permitting providers of therapy services to
request a state agency hearing and other
modifications. Hottinger said that the bill
reflects the areas of the process that were not
adequately resolved. The bill also creates a
task force on prior authorization supporting
documentation.
Anne Henry, of Legal Advocacy for People
with Developmental Disabilities, supported
the bill, statmg that it permits representation
in the appeals process and allows for cost
efficiency steps such as wheelchair repair.
Berglin and others expressed concern about
examining cases only on paper and stated
that funding should be directed to the needs
of the people rather than to a task force. The
bill failed to ~ain approval. Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin then presented an amendment
to the bill de eting the establishment of
community standards by the commissioner of
human services and creating an expiration
date for the task force. The amendment was
approved and the bill advances to the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F. 2371, a bill making female
genital mutilation a felony and providing for
education and outreach in communities.
Anderson said that the mutilation ]Jrocedure
is medically unethical. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden
OR-Rochester) proposed an amendment
limiting the bill to genital mutilation of
minors only, but the amendment failed to
g;iin approval. The bill advances to the
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) presented
two bills. S.F. 2133 amends the group
residential housing payment rate by allowing
a county to negotiate a supplementary rate for
settings for persons with a mental illness or
chemical dependency. The bill specifies that
several conditions must be met, including
special needs support services. Several
proponents testified on the need for the bill,
stating that the rates have been fixed for over
a decade, and that the bill permits equity and
flexibility. Betzold proposed an amendment,
that was adopted, tnat limits the resident
Rrograms to only mental illness and chemical
dependency programs. The bill goes to the
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division.
Betzold also sponsored S.F. 1760, establishing a pilot program to monitor and evaluate
the provision of emergency adult mental
health services in three counties. The bill, as
amended, goes to the Governmental
Operations and Reform Committee.
Sen. Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina) sponsored.
S.F. 2845, a bill re~uiring waste reduction
reRorts to be distributed to legislators. The
bill was approved and goes to the Consent
Calendar.

Peer grouping examined
The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division met Thurs., Mar. 24, to
review the issue ofr.eer grouRing, found in
S.F. 2640. The bil , authored by Sen. Duane

Benson OR-Lanesboro), implements a Reer
grouping system of six classes of hospitals.
Payments within each peer group are limited
to the median for Medical Assistance (MA)
payments, 139 percent of the median tor
rehabilitation, and 92 percent of the median
for General Assistance Medical Care
(GAMC) payments.
Several hospital professionals testified that
the grouping would result in increased costs
for the hospitals and, in return, for the
Rrivate sector. John Tomlin of Gillette
Children's Hospital, stated that the groupings
are generic and the limits are arbitrarily set.
The committee is considering the bill.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Disabled worker bill advances
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee met Thurs., Mar.
24, and reconsidered S.F. 615, a bill making
changes in employers' responsibilities
regarding illiured workers who have a
disability. Having discussed the bill in two
previous meetings, the Senators approved the
bill on a 7-4 vote. The measure, spons<rJred
by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), now
goes to the Senate floor.
The panel, Chaired by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton) also approved S.F.
2393. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Cal Larson
OR-Fergus Falls), is the Dept. of Jobs and
Training housekeeping bill. Among the
changes in the bill is a provision overriding
the expiration of the rehabilitation advisory
council. The bill now goes to General
Orders.
S.F. 2033, sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville), authorizes Benton County
to create an economic develoRment authority. The measure also received the
committee's apQroval and was re-referred to
the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
The committee also approved S.F. 2557,
sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFLGlyndon), repealing a waiver in current law
that allows hobby boilers and show engines to
be exemjJted from some inspection requirements. The bill also sets inspection criteria.
The bill now goes to the Consent Calendar.
The committee spent the balance of the
meeting hearing testimony on S.F. 2473, a
bill that allows telephone companies to get
approval for alternative regulation plans.
Under the alternative regulation framework
provided in the bill prices for most local
telephone services would be ca]Jped and
competitive services such as call waiting and
automatic call distribution may be flexibly
priced. USWest and the Dept of Public
Service went on record in support of the bill,
while representatives from the Minneapolis
Telecommunication Network and local
governments expressed concern that the bill
would free telephone companies to enter the
video market and endanger public access.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DR-White Bear Lake), was laid
over for further testimony.

Grand Rapids civic center bonds
A bill authorizing $1.5 million in capital
bonding to fund an addition to the Grand
Rapids civic center was heard by the Jobs,
Energy and Community Development
Committee at a Fri., Mar. 25, evening
meeting. After hearing a Rresentation from
Gran.d Rapids officials on S.F. 2219, s]Jonsoredby Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'!. Falls),

the Senators voted to refer the bill to the
Displaced homemaker funding
committee's funding division without
recommendation.
A bill to provide continued funding for the
The committee, chaired by Sen. Steven
state's dis.Qlaced homemaker program cleared
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), again took up
the Jobs, Energy and Community Development Committee at the Tues. Mar. 29,
S.F. 2473, sponsored by Sen. Kevin Chandler
(DFL-White Bear Lake), establishing
meeting. The bill authorizes $904,000 in
alternative telecommunications rate regulafunding for F Y 1995, $250,000 of which may
tion programs. Representatives of the League
be used for educational assistance to di~laced
of Minnesota Cities and the Public Utilities
homemakers. The bill's sponsor, Sen. Dennis
Commission raised concerns about the bill,
Frederickson OR-New Ulm), said the funding
is critical to helping di~laced homemakers
including reservations about whether cities
enter the job market. Representatives from
could continue to regulate video services and
displaced homemaker programs testified that
whether the PUC could effectively regulate
rates. After hearing the concerns, the
this year's request does not include adding
committee aQProved a motion by Sen. Carl
any counties to the program, but is needed to
Ql'event further erosion of existing services.
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) to table the bill.
The committee also considered seven other The committee, chaired by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), approved the
bills. S.P. 2209, sponsored by Lessard,
bill and forwarded it to the committee's
authorizes $2.5 million in bonding to the
commissioner of trade and economic
funding division.
development for a national shooting sports
S.F. 1996, a bill that extends the right to
review one's personnel records to all employcenter to be located within the taconite tax
ees was also approved by the committee.
relief area. The bill now goes to the
Under current law, employers with fewer
committee's funding division.
than 20 employees are exempt from the
S.F. 1609, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
requirement to make records available for
(DFL-Staples), directs the Public Utilities
Commission to appoint a scientific advisory
review. The bill, sponsored by Sen. William
Belanger OR-Bloomington), was re-referred
task force to study the need for research
projects regarding the effects of utilit:y
to the Judiciary Committee.
S.F. 2443 grants authority to the commisdistribution systems on dairy cows. The bill,
sioner of jobs and training to establish an
according to Sams, is a needed first step in
addressing problems caused by stray voltage.
economic development enterprise zone
The bill was approved and sent to the
designed to stimulate job creation and
funding division.
retention in certaingeographical areas. Jim
S.F. 2221 authorizes a $1 million grant to
O'Leary, city of St. Paul, testified that the bill
the city of St. Paul for the first stage of
is a companion piece to federal empowerment
zone legislation and that it enhances St.
development for the Phalen corridor. The
development of the corridor on St. Paul's East Paul's application for federal grants. Under
the bill, s.Qonsored by Sen. Randy Kelly
side, according to the bill's author Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), could1 create
(DFL-St. Pau!) a city that is eligible for the
federal program is also eligible to become a
2,200 jobs. The plan includes creating a
state-designated enterprise zone. The
roadway that provides access from the
proposed industrial corridor to I-35E,
enterprise zone program provides a tax credit
reclaiming railroad and industrial property,
to employers in the zone for each zone
and cleaning up polluted land in the area.
resident who is hired, subject to the wage
The panel approved an author's amendment
limitations specified in the bill. The
appropriating $750,000 from the general fund
committee adoI;!ed an amendment by Sen.
to the Dept. of Jobs and Training to be used
James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul) adding a
for a customized job training program for
city of the second class that has been
training St. Paul residents for jObs in the
designated as an economically depressed are
by the U.S. Dept. of Commerce to the list of
Phalen corridor project. The bill now goes to
the committee's funding division.
eligible cities. The committee then approved
the bill and re-referred it to the Taxes and
S.F. 2631, sponsored by Sen. Carl
Tax Laws Committee.
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), is a Dept. ofJobs and
Training bill eliminating the current wage
S.P. 2342, sponsored by Sen. Jim
subsidy program for youth employment and
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), establishes a pilot
creating a new Minnesota Youth Program
technological assistance program for Southwestern Minnesota. The bill authorizes the
under the auspices of the department. The
appointment of a regional technology
bill was approved and sent to the funding
division.
coordinator to assist new businesses and
increase the likelihood that they will survive
S.F. 2438 directs the state to reimburse the
and grow. The bill was approved and sent to
commissioner of jobs and trainingfor . _
dislocated worker funds that are used to
~ the committee's funding division.
~----S.F. 2211 establishes a Coordinator of
target state employees or former state
Protocol Affairs to advise and assist governemployees. The bill, sponsored by Sen.
mental units and non-profit institutions in
Arlene Lesewski OR-Marshall), was approved
and forwarded to the funding division.
Ql'otocol for dealing with foreign visitors.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson
S.F. 2024, sponsored by Chandler, was also
(DFL-St. Paul) was approved and forwarded
approved. The bill delays the scheduled
expiration of the statutes governing extended
to the funding division.
S.F. 2539, sponsored by Sen. Arlene
area telephone service and the three tiered
rate structure. It also makes the incentive
Lesewski OR-Marshall), repeals the requireregulation statute permanent, makes changes
ment that electric utilities must submit 15in the way classifying and reclassifying a
year advance forecasts to the Environmental
Quality Board each biennium. The measure
service may be accomplished, and makes rate
increases for emergingly competitive services
also exempts utilities that file periodic
resource plans with the Public Utilities
easier. The panel approved an amendment
Commission from submitting annual advance
by Kroening directing the Public Utilities
Commission to complete proceedings to
forecasts to the Dept. of Public Service. S.F.
investigate issues relating to extended area
2539 was approved and sent to the Senate
floor.
telephone service (EAS). The amendment
S.F. 2737 creates a liquefied petroleum gas
also sunsets the current EAS law. The panel
approved the amendment, then approved the
account in the special revenue tund. The
bill and sent it to the Senate floor.
measure, sponsored by Sen. Janet Johnson

(DFL-North Branch), transfers the fees paid
by sellers of liquified petroleum to the
account and specifies that the funds are to be
used by the commissioner of jobs and training
for weatherization of homes. The bill was
approved and sent to the committee's funding
division.
S.F. 1971, sponsored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), exempts
members of limited liability companies from
mandatory workers' compensation coverage.
The panel approved a clarifying amendment
by the author and approved the bill.
S.F. 1971 now goes to the Senate floor.
Last, the panel approved S.P. 2800, an bill
making teChnical and housekeeping changes
to statutes governing unemployment
compensation. Among the changes made by
the bill are changing the name ot unemployment insurance to reemployment insurance.
The bill, authored by Sen. Linda Runbeck
OR-Circle Pines), now goes to the Senate
floor.

Wage debate begins
Members of the J05s, Energy and Community Development Committee met \Ved.,
Mar. 30 and began debating a bill to raise the
minimum wage. S.F. 1944, carried by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!), increases the
minimum wage in three annual steps
beginning in July, 1994. The measure
provides tor separate wage increases for large
employers and small employers as defined in
terms of number of employees and annual
sales. Large employer is defined as an
enterprise with an annual gross volume of
sales made or business done at more than
$362,000 per year and covered by the
Minnesota Fair Labor Standards Act. For
large employers, the minimum wage is set at a
rate of $5 an hour beginning this July, at
$5.75 an hour beginning July 1, 1995 and at
$6.50 an hour beginning July 1, 1996. For
small employers, the minimum wage is set at
$4.75 beginning this luly, at $5.50 per hour
beginning July 1, 1995 and at $6.25 an hour
beginning July 1, 1996. On July 1, 1997 and
each year after that, the bill specifies that the
minimum wage paid by both large and small
employers must be adjusted by the same
percentage as the change in the consumer
price index for the preceding calendar year.
Members of the-.l'anel, chaired by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton), heard
proponents of the measure at the morning
hearing. Opponent testimony and action on
the measure are schedule for an evening
hearing Wed., Mar. 30, after this edition of
Briefly goes to press.
In other action, the committee approved
two bills. S.F. 2836, authored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), changes
Ql'ocedures for allocating bonding authority.
The measure was advanced to the Committee
on Taxes and Tax Laws. S.F. 2699, authored
by Sen. Jerry Janezich (DFL-Chisholm),
provides for a 26 week extension of unemployment compensation benefits for the 700
workers in the mining industry who are
locked out at National Steel. According to
Janezich the measure is intended to bridge
the gap while employees seek ways to
purchase the company. Janezich said the bill
provides about $5.5 million in benefits. The
measure was approved and sent to the Senate
floor.

Judiciary
Adoption bill approved
The Senate Judiciary Committee endorsed
various bills, placing several of them on the
Consent Calendar, Fri., Mar. 25.
Among the bills okayed, was S.P. 2129,
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~onsored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin).
The bill codifies procedures for adoption.
Provisions in the measure allow for payment
to be made to the birth mother for reasonable
counseling, medical, legal and adoption
agency fees, as well as costs for transportation,
meals and lodging. Piper said that the bill
protects all parties--die birth mother, the
adoptive parents, and the child. S.F. 2129
was sent to the Senate.
S.F. 1735, a bill that contains provisions
relating to foster care and adoption, was
'.!Pproved ~y the committee. Authored by
~en. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), the measure
provides for uniformity in adoption and foster
care matters. The bill now advances to the
floor.
A measure that relates tojJrocedures of the
Board of Dentistry, S.F.2005, was endorsed by
the members and sent to the Senate. The bill,
authored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
requires health care providers to report
adverse employment action taken with
respect to an individual licensed by the
board.
Also okayed by the committee was S.F.
1948.. Carried by Sen. Charles Berg (DFLChokio), the bill amends the Corporate
Farming Act by allowing the formation of
family farm limited liability companies. The
measure proceeds to the floor.
S.P. 2031, sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram,
Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), authorizes collection
of debts related to lawful gambling activities.
S.P. 2031 was sent to the full Senate.
A bill that amends the definition of
"employee," under the Human Rights Act, to
include independent contractors was
advanced to the floor. Authored by Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Pau!), the measure
.protects independent contractors from
aiscriminatory Rractices in the workplace.
A tort recodification bill, S.F. 2309,
authored by the committee's chair, Sen.
Ember Reichgott lunge (DFL-New Hope),
was sent to tne fu I Senate. Amended into
S.P. 2309, was S.F. 2021, a bill that limits
liability for injuries arising out of activities
related to livestock. Carried by Sen. Gary
Laidig (IR-Stillwater), S.F. 2021 recognizes
"inherent risks" in livestock activities.
The committee also approved S.F. 2642, a
bill that establishes a witness privilege for
communications made to a licensed social
worker. Sponsored by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), the measure requires
that social workers must not disclose
information acquired in a professional
capacity without a client's consent.
A bill providing that the venue for
repossession actions involving mobile homes
be carried out in the county where the home
is located, rather than any court within the
state also authored by Finn, was placed on
the Consent Calendar. Finn's bill S.F. 2422,
which allows for damages and injunctive
relief for violation of the laws dealing with
interference with burial grounds! was placed
on the Consent Calendar as wei .
S.F. 2431, authored by Sen. Thomas
Neuville OR-Northfield), was placed on the
Consent Calendar. The bill modifies
administrative subpoena requirements
pertaining to welfare fraud cases.
A bill that authorizes title insurance
companies to execute certificates of release of
mortgages, S.F. 2267, carried by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainard), was placed on
the Consent Calendar, along with Betzold's
measure, S.F. 2731, the traditional revisor's
corrections bill.
S.F. 2641, a bill that implements electronic
data interchange standards for
MinnesotaCare, was re-referred to the Health
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Care Committee. Authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), the measure ensures
that patients are notified that use of a social
security number as an identifier is optional.
Lastly, members re-referred S.F. 2313
sponsored by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St.
louis Park), to the Finance Committee.
Mondale's bill expands the authority of the
commissioner of the Pollution Control
Agency to issue determinations of liability for
release of hazardous substances and petroleum.

Uniform probate code approved
The Senate Judiciary Committee met
Mon., Mar. 28, to review three bills; one was
approved and sent to the floor, and the other
two were laid over.
S.F. 1558, sponsored by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)1 updates the Uniform
Probate Code, which deals with intestate
succession and wills. The bill is based on
revisions proposed by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws.
Robert Stein, dean of the University of
Minnesota's Law School, testified in support
of the bill. Stein said that S.F. 1558 incorporates the concept of community property.
Under current law, the intestate share for the
surviving spouse depends on whether or not
the intestate spouse had descendants, and if
so, whether or not the persons were also
descendants of the surviving spouse. In most
situations, S.F. 1558 increases the share of
the surviving spouse. Implementation of a
sliding scale allows for tne percentage of the
spouse's elective share to vary, depending on
the length of the marriage. For a one year
marriage the percentage would be 3 percent,
gradually increasing to a maximum of 50
~ercent for a marriage of 15 years or more.
Thus the share is smaller than present law for
a shorter marriage, but increases significantly
for a longer marriage. Stein said that the bill
is supported by various grCJllps, including the
National Organization of Women and the
American Association of Retired Persons.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New HORe), approved
S.F. 1558 and sent it to the full Senate.
Sen. Tane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) presented
S.F. 2586, a bill that provides for a custody
presumption in favor of grandparents under
specific circumstances. Ranum said that 3.2
million children nationwide now live with
grandparents, up 35 percent in the last
decade; in Minnesota, 21 ,000 children live in
homes headed by grandparents. "It is a
phenomenon cutting across all class and
ethnic lines," Ranum said. S.F. 2586 was laid
over by the members.
Review was begun of S.F. 1133, a bill
carried by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota).
The measure, which establishes a cleanup
program for closed landfills, was laid over.

Omnibus data bill advances
The Joint Judiciary and Crime Prevention
Subcommittee on Data Practices, chaired by
Sen. lane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) and Sen.
Haro d "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), met
Mon. evening, Mar. 28, to hear testimony
regarding the Open Meeting Law and to
review numerous bills related to the Data
Practices Act.
S.F. 715, authored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), amends the Data
Practices Act by clarifying provisions
contrary to a recent opinion of the Minnesota
Court of Appeals. The bill allows for penalty
payments for violations of the Open Meeting
Law. S.F. 715 authorizes the court to award

reasonable costs, disbursement and attorney
fees to the plaintiff for intentional violation
of the Open Meeting Law.
TestifYing in support of the measure were
Mark Anfinson, Minnesota Newspaper
Association, and Joan Higenbotham of
Common Cause. Anfinson said that 20 other
states already provide for attorney's fees and
in 9 of those states, the provision is mandatory. "S.P. 715 significantly strengthens the
Open Meeting Law," Higenbotham said.
Among those opposed to the bill were Jim
Collins, mayor of Hibbing, and Tom Deans of
the Minnesota School Board Association.
Collins said that the law is unclear and that
the penalities to persons who inadvertently
violate the law are too severe. The other
concern, raised by Deans, is that part-time
public service will decline under S.F. 715.
Deans said that the bill discourages people
from serving on school boards and city
councils, for fear of being sued. S.F. 715 was
approved by the members, and re-referred to
the Judiciary Committee.
Finn also presented S.F. 1717, a bill that
relates to audio recordings of 911 calls. The
measure changes the classification of the 911
recordings from public to private data.
T estifying)n support of Finn's bill was Bob
Heaney. Heaney said that his family was
forced to relive a tragic event, when the tape
of the call Heaney's brother-in-law made to
911 was broadcast on local news. Heaney
testified that the expectation of a caller to
911 is one of help and privacy, not sensationalism by the media. The bill was okayed and
rolled into S.F. 2079.
The omnibus data practices bill, S.F. 2079,
also sponsored by Finn, was approved and rereferred to the Judiciary Committee. Among
the various changes included in the measure
is the extension of the sunset clause for
health records intended for medical or
scientific research. The provision changes the
date from June 1, 1994 to Tune 1,1996.
Another provision in the bill authorizes the
commissioner of a health board to inform the
physician attending a newborn of the
hepatitis B infection status of the biological
mother.
Several bills were incorporated into the
omnibus data practices bill. Among the
measures folded into S.F. 2079 were four bills
carried by Ranum. S.F. 2842, classifies data
collected for enrollment of individuals in
recreational and other social programs as
private. A bill that allows a complainant
access to his or her statement made to a state
agency, S.F.2843, was amended into
S.F.2079, along with S.F.2747, a measure that
authorizes access by the Dept. of Human
Services to specific data kept by the Dept. of
Jobs and Training. S.F. 2359, a bill that
allows for sharing of information on juveniles
between schools and law enforcement was
also incorporated into the omnibus biiI.
Sen. Linda Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines)
presented S.F. 2591, a bill that classifies data
prepared by the commissioner of trade and
economic development, with respect to
financial assistance from the Urban Initiative
Board, as nonpublic. Runbeck said that the
measure's intent is to protect trade secrets.
The bill was apI)fOved and rolled into the
data omnibus bill.
S.F. 2461, a bill that permits information
sharing between family service agencies was
Q!esented by Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township). The ·subcommittee endorsed the
measure and incorporated it into the omnibus
data practices bill.
A bill enabling the commissioner of health
to conduct fetal, infant, and maternal death
studies to assess health and welfare systems,

S.F.1977, was also rolled into the Omnibus
Bill. Sen. Pat Piper's (DFL-Austin) measure
gives the commissioner access to medical
records and classifies the data as private.
Lastly, Sen. Dan Stevens OR-Mora)
presented S.F. 2271, a bill that permits the
release of data on a child support obligor who
is in arrears. The measure permits l:Julilication
of the names of individuals who fail to pay
child support. The bill was referred to the
Judiciary Committee.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
Annexation comproll}ise adopted
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) tor Sen. Betty Adkins,
approved an amended annexation proposal
during its Thurs. afternoon, Mar. 24, meeting.
Three annexation bills were scheduled to be
heard during the meeting, but an amendment
to one eliminated the need to hear another,
and the third was rescheduled.
S.F. 365 and S.F. 1853, both changed the
procedures to be used when a municipality
annexes land. The author of both billshSen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), said t at
representatives of municipality and township
groups had agreed on a number of provisions
in both bills. He offered an amendment to
S.F. 365 and said that it reflected that
agreement.
The amendment included provisions
requiring public hearings on proposed
annexations and a 3D-day notice to landowners in the proposed annexation area. It
provides affected townships with the tax
receipts from the annexed property the year
the annexation occurs, and requires munici,
Ralities to make cash payments equal to twothirds of the amount of taxes the townships
would have received the first year after the
annexation. Townships would receive a cash
payment equal to one-third of the property
taxes in the second year after the annexation.
The amendment also requires that annexed
lands be included in land use plans, limits the
length of time municipalities have to carry
out the annexation proceduresl and states
that the Office of Strategic and Long-Range
Planning shall define "urban or suburban in
character".
S.F. 385 was then aIlP.roved, as amended,
and sent to the floor. The third bill that had
been placed on the agenda, H.F. 228
~onsored by Sen.]im Vickerman (DFLTracy), was rescheduled for a later meeting.

MTC bonding proposal
, A I:Jroposal increasing the amount of bonds
available to the Metropolitan Transit
Commission (MTC) was approved by the
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, Thurs. evening, Mar. 24. The
committee, chaired by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls.) for Sen. Betty Adkins, heard
and approved three other bills during the
meeting.
S.F. 2816 increases the amount of bonds
that the Metropolitan Council may issue on
the MTC's behalf from $62.24 million to
$115.5 million. The bil1.. . .authored by Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. t'aul), amends
current law which sets the amounts available
for MTC to use for fleet replacement,
facilities and equipment purchased. The bill
was approved and re-referred to the Transportation and Public Transit Committee.
The committee also heard S.F. 2719,
authorizing and establishing the Chisholm/
Hibbing Airport Authority. Presented to the
committee by its author, Sen. Jerry Janezich

(DFL-Chisholm), the bill allows for the
creation of a board of directors, establishes an
executive director position, and provides the
authority to issue bonding to the airl:Jort
authority. The bill was approved and sent to
the Taxes and Tax Law Committee.
Two other bills were approved and rereferred to the Consent Calendar. S.F. 2647,
authored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.),
allows the Mpls. school district and Mpls.
Building Commission to have the same
authority to negotiate contracts with local
trade and craft labor organizations as the city
exercises. S.F. 2672, sl:Jonsored by Sen. Dick
Day OR-Owatonna) allows county boards to
appoint a person who is the deputy coroner
to the county position if an individual, who
has not met tne educational requirements of
the position, can be found.

MWCC position changed
A bill making the chair of the Metropolitan Waste Control Commission (MWCC)
board a part-time position was approved by
the Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) tor Sen. Betty Adkins,
Mon., Mar. 28.
S.F. 2256 changes the MWCC board chair
from a full-time to a part-time position and
reduces the salary ran[e of that position to
between $15,000 and :j)25,000 a year. Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), the
author, added an amendment prohibiting his
bill, S.F. 2256, from taking effect if the
Metropolitan reorganization legislation,
which abolishes tne position and places the
MWCC in the Metropolitan Council, is
enacted.
Mondale offered an amendment allowing
local governments to appeal MWCC's cost
allocations to an administrative law judge.
He said the amendment gives local governments a recourse if they teel the costs charged
to them are incorrect, and gives municil:Jalities a way to hold MWCC accountable for
cost determinations.. Representatives of both
the Metro Council and the MWCC opposed
the bill, saying that the commission has
adequate measuring systems to determine
accurate costs and that the Metro Council
can be used as a reviewing body. The
Mondale amendment was not adopted.
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
amendment that was accepted1 allowing the
MWCC to have the same bidding limits now
being used by other units of government.
The committee then apl:Jroved the bill, as
amended, and re-referred it to the Senate
floor.
The committee also heard S.F. 2362,
which establishes a statewide sustainable
economic development and environment
plan. The bill's author, Sen. Kevin Chandler
(DFL-White Bear Lake), offered an amendment replacing the provisions with language
to set up a Sustainable Economic Development and Environmental Protection Task
Force. The task force, Chandler said, will
recommend policies and goals on land use
and sustainable communities, and develop a
planning framework to enhance collaboration
at all levels. Among the issues to be examined within the framework are sustainable
economic development, protection of natural
resources, urban-rural linkages, and citizen
involvement. A report is to be presented in
January 1995.
The committee amended the task force
provisions, reducing the number of legislators
trom six to four and added a provision ending
the task force in January 1995. S.F. 2362, as
amended, was passed and re-referred to the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee.

The committee also approved S.F. 2119,
sl:Jonsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The bill requires
towns to give notice to landowners or
occupants of their opportunity to appeal
damage awards given when a town alters or
vacates an existing road. The bill was rereferred to the Consent Calendar.

Transportation and Public
Transit
High speed bus project okayed
Members of the Transportation and Public
Transit Committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), met for
the second time Fri., Mar. 25, to clear the
agenda of bills before the first committee
deadline. The panel approved nine bills.
S.F. 2153, authored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington)~ establishes a high speed
bus pilot project and provides $3.25 million
from the bond proceeds fund to implement
the project. The measure was approved and
re-referred to the Committee on Finance.
S.F. 2617 authored by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls.), provides for an advisory council
on major transportation projects. The bill
was approved and sent to the full Senate.
S.F. 2503, sl'onsored by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), conforms powers held
by counties over county highways to those
powers held by counties over county state-aid
highways. The measure was apl:Jroved and
recommended for the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 2471, authored by Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch), changes the highway
description of a highway near Cambridge.
The measure was also approved and recommended for the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 2618, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), exempts
unmarked police vehicles from registration
requirements in the same manner marked
police vehicles are exempted. An amendment, offered by Sen.] im Vickerman (DFLTracy), adds unmarked fire d<±Jartment
vehides to the exemptions. The amendment
was adopted and the bill was approved and
re-referred to the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee. S.F. 2556, carried by Sen. Terry
Johnston OR-Prior Lake), increases the
money set aside from the county state-aid
highway and municipal state-aid street funds
to the disaster accounts and research
accounts and changes the composition of the
disaster account boards. The measure was
approved and sent to the full Senate.
S.F. 2824, authored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota), increases the cap on ethanol
development payments to ethanol producers,
extends the expiration of payments for
ethanol development, increases the minimum
oxygen content of gasoline and eliminates the
tax credit for agricultural alcohol gasoline.
The measure was approved and sent to the
Committee on Finance. S.F. 2744, authored
by Sen. Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina), establishes and provides for appointments to an
advisory council to studY and report on
statewide paratransit. The bill was approved
and sent to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 348, carried by Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Paul) requires the accelerated
construction of noise barriers on Highw:ay
280 if the reconstruction of the hignway is
delayed beyond F Y 1997. The measure was
aIJproved and sent to the full Senate.
Members also took up a bill that had failed at
a previous committee hearing and advanced
the measure to the full Senate. S.F. 1679,
authored by Johnston, designates a highway
in Scott County as a Minnesota Veterans
Highway.
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A bill, S.F. 2819, authored by
Chmielewski, delaying the application and
enforcement of the rule against Class II
permit holders owning, leasing or controlling
more than one terminal, was not acted upon
by the panel after conflicting testimony failed
to resolve opposition to the measure.

Seat belt violations revision
The Transportation and Public Transit
Committee, at the Tues, Mar. 29, meeting,
. approved a bill authorizing peace officers to
stop drivers and ticket them for seat belt
violations without first observing a moving
violation. Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
sponsor of S.F. 1726, urged adoption of the
measure... citing figures from the Minnesota
Dept. ot Health that annual health care costs
of traumatic brain injuries associated with
nonuse of vehicle restraints are estimated at
more than $30 million. The committee,
chaired by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFLSturgeon Lake), ap~roved S.F. S.F. 1726 and
forwarded it to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2472, a bill authorizing the Dept. of
Transportation to enter into an agreement
with the state of Wisconsin to construct and
operate a truck inspection station was also
approved. The proposed station is to be built
on U.S. Highway 8, east of Taylor's Falls.
The bill's sponsor, Sen. Janet Johnson (DFLNorth Branch), said an inspection station is
needed because several times a year! poorly
maintained trucks come down a hil outside
Taylor's Falls, lose braki~ ability, and lose
control near downtown Taylor's Falls. The
estimated cost to the state is $385,000. The
bill now goes to the Senate floor.
S.F. 430, sponsored by Sen. Jim Vickerman
(DFL-Tracy), allows rural mail carriers to
apply for permits to use studded tires on mail
delivery vehicles. Permits may be issued by
the commissioner of transportation to carriers
who deliver on a route that is 25 percent or
less [Javed. The bill was approved and sent to
the Senate floor.
S.F. 2184 increases the maximum allowable fine for some traffic violations from $100
to $200. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), also makes numerous
technical changes in the statute regarding
driving without a license. The committee
adopted one further amendment, offered by
Chmielewski, increasing from $200 to $700
the fine for railroads that block the road in
Askov. The committee then a~roved 2184
and forwarded it to the Crime Prevention
Committee. The committee also granted
approval to S.F. 862,.§ponsored by Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury). The bill
gives county attorneys more authority to
prosecute automobile dealers who have
violated the terms of their licenses. The
panel approved a version of the bill that
eliminates previous language requiring
licensing of automobile brokers. S.F. 862
nowgoes to the Consent Calendar.
S.P. 2706, sponsored by Sen. Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), was also approved. The bill
exempts the hauling of potatoes from motor
carrier certificate and permit requirements.
The bill was approved and sent to the Senate
floor.

Child seat fund bill okayed
A bill creating a special account for fines
for violating child passenger restraint laws
was advanced by members of the Transportation and Public Transit Finance Division at
the Tues., Mar. 29, heari12g. Under S.F.
1795, sponsored by Sen. Gary Laidig ORStillwater), money collected in the account
would be used to provide child passenger
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restraint systems to families who couldn't
otherwise afford them and to provide an
educational program on the proper use of
child restraint seats. According to testimony
at the hearing, the number of children and
infants killed or injured in car accidents has
dropped dramatically with the use of child
passenger restraints. The measure was
approved and sent to the full committee.
In other action, the panel, chaired by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), also
approved a bill to increase the amount of
bonds the Metro Council may issue for transit
[Jurposes. S.F. 2816, authored by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Pau!), increases the bonding
amount from $62 million to $135.4 million
for fleet replacement, facilities, capital
equipment, transit hubs, park-and-ride lots,
community-based transit vehicles and
replacement service program vehicles, and
intelligent vehicle highway systems projects.
The measure was sent to the full committee.
S.F. 2151, authored by Langseth, provides
for a study of devices that automatically
record mileage and are capable of being read
by sensors maintained by the commissioner of
transportation. Another bill, S.F. 2439,
authored by Pappas, requires a study of road
pricing finance options. The latter bill was
redrafted and adopted as an amendment to
the Langseth bill. According to Pappas "road
pricing" includes, but is not limited to,
methods of financing such as toll roads and
fees based on the time of travel and congestion levels of specific highways. The
Langseth bill, as amended, was approved and
sent to the full committee.

Inattentive driving bill advances
A bill that replaces the crime of careless
driving with an inattentive driving offense
cleared the Transportation and Public Transit
Committee Weds., Mar. 30. S.F.942,
authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFLSturgeon Lake), states that every driver is
responsible for using due care in operating a
vehicle and makes inattentive driving a petty
misdemeanor offense. The bill now goes to
the Senate floor.
The committee also approved S.F. 2660,
~onsored by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul), enables a joint agreement between
Ramsey county and the city of St. Paul. The
bill provides for funding of road repairs.
Pappas said the bill does not affect the state,
but rather removes obstacles so that the city
and county can update their funding
arrangement. Under the bill, the county is
required to appropriate $100,000 annually to
municipalities in the county that do not
receive municipal state-aid street funds. The
funds are to be used to maintain former
county roadways that have been transferred
to municipal jurisdictions. S.F. 2660 also
gives county attorneys more authority to
prosecute automobile dealers when they
violate the terms of their licensing. The bill
now goes to the Consent Calendar.
S.F. 2816, also sponsored by Pappas,
increases to $133 million the amount of
bonds that the Metropolitan Council may
issue on behalf of the Metropolitan Transit
Commission. The funds are to be used for .
fleet replacement, facilities, transit hubs,
park-and-ride lots, and other transit expenditures. The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
The committee also granted approval to
S.F. 2151, sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon). The bill requires a study of
technology allowing motor vehicles to be
equipped with an automatic mileage recorder
that can be read by sensors maintained by the

commissioner of transportaion. The bill also
requires the commissioner to conduct a study
of the feasibility of replacing the present gas
tax with a system that charges motorists
based on the number of miles driven. The
bill was approved and sent to the Senate
floor.
Last, the committee approved S.F. 1795,
creating the Minnesota child passenger
restraint and education account. Tne bill
provides that fines collected for violation of
the child passen~r restraint law are credited
to the account. The bill, authored by Sen.
Gary Laidig OR-Stillwater), sRecifies that
money from the account is to be used to
provide child passenger restraint systems to
families in financial needhand to provide an
educational grogram on t eir use. The bill
was approved and sent to the Senate floor.

Veterans and General
Legislation
Women's ice centers bill okayed
A bill providing an appropriation for two
women's ice centers was approved at the
Thurs., Mar. 24, meeting of the Veterans and
General Legislation Committee. S.F. 2626,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), specifies that the Minnesota
Amateur Sports Commission is to administer
a site selection process. In addition, the bill
specifies that die J2roceeds from the sale of
the Metropolitan Sports Center are to be
deposited in the women's ice center building
account. The measure was approved and rereferred to the Finance Committee.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), approved two
additional bills. S.F. 800, sponsored by Sen.
Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), spells out
the standards of care of dogs and cats by pet
dealers, breeders and brokers. The measure
details the standards for food, water, exercise,
transport and shelter. The bill was a[Jproved
and sent to the full Senate. S.F. 2607, carried
by Sen. William Belanger OR-Bloomington),
clarifies the procedures for the disposition of
abandoned animals left with a veterinarian,
boarding facility or commercial facility. The
measure was apJ2roved and recommended for
the Consent Calendar.

Floor action
Bills advance
Senators met Mon., Mar. 28, for a productive floor session that cleared numerous bills
from the Consent Calendar and advanced 13
measures on the General Orders Calendar.
In addition, two measures were granted
concurrence and respassage.
The two measures receiving concurrence
and repassage included S.F. 1691, authored
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley), clarifying
and making technical corrections to statutory
provisions relating to real property and S.F.
2086, sponsored lJy Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin), extending disgensing authority to
physician assistants and advanced practice
nurses.
Bills gaining final J2assage on the Consent
Calendar bypass the General Orders Calendar
and are generally considered to be
noncontroversial. H.F. 2090, carried by Sen.
Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), provides that
the statutory procedure for tree removal does
not apply to trees removed from town roads
dedicated by plat. H.F. 2016, authored by
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), regulates
mortgage Rayments services and requires a
bond or other security. S.F. 1835, carried by

Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
prohibits payment of costs of elective or
cosmetic procedures for prison or jail inmates.
H.F. 1906, carried by Piper, routes an existing
state trail and establishes new trails.
S.F. 2149, authored by Sen. Dan Stevens (IRMora), makes the field citation pilot proiect
permanent law and authorizes ~enalties tor
unauthorized waste disposal. S.F. 2237,
~onsored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainerd), changes dates relating to the
taking of fish and changes the requirments
relating to when fish houses and dark houses
may be on the ice.
S.F. 2242 authored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls')l defines escaping while held in
lawful custOdy to include absconding from
electronic monitoring devices. S.F. 1870
sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mp ls.),
requires the court at sentencing to inform
victims how to implement their right to
notice of offender release from correctional
facilities. S.F. 2522, authored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), permits the consolidation of the offices of auditor and treasurer in
Wadena County. S.F. 1951, carried by Sen.
Terry Johnston (IR-Prior Lake), restricts
health insurance termination or reductions of
coverage for fibrocystic conditions. S.F. 2425,
sponsored by Stevens, requires the state fire
marshal to conduct a study on fireworks
safety and operator qualifications.
S.P. 2450, carried by Sen. James Metzen

r v

•

(DFL-South St. Paul), clarifies laws relating
to the status of the Minnesota Historical
Society. S.F. 1823 1 sponsored by Ranum, lists
Rrovisions codified outside the government
data practices act that limit access to data.
S.F. 2415, carried by Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake), increases from $500 to
$1,000 the threshold level of reportable
motor vehicle accidents. S.F. 1968, sponsored
by Sen. Sandra PaRpas (DFL-St. Pau!),
extends eligibility for special veterans' license
plates to allied veterans. S.F. 1983, authored
by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
clarifies applications and criteria for Minnesota companies to participate in the international business partnership program.
A number of measures were granted
preliminary approval on General Orders. S.F.
1483, authored by Sen. John Marty (DFLRoseville) changes requirements and
procedures for voter registration and
simplifies absentee voting. H.F. 1964,
~onsored by Sen. Cal Larson (IR-Fergus
Falls), regulates reinsurance, loss reserve
certifications and annual audits and annual
statements. S.F. 1702, carried by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), directs
the commissioner of commerce to conduct a
study of the Minnesota pawnbroker industry.
H.F. 1914, carried by Metzen, removes the
geographical limitation contained in the
definition of reciprocating states for purposes
of reciprocal interstate banking and recipro-

cal interstate savings and loan acquisitions
and branching.
H.F. 1934, ~onsored by Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), modifies
provisions for the organization and operation
of business corporations. H.F. 1886, sFonsored by Larson is a departmental bil
relating to regulating insurers, investments,
rehabilitations and liquidations, policy loans
and alternative coverage mechanisms. S.F.
2241, sRonsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), clarifies the definition of
targeted neighborhood in a community
resources program and clarifies the procedures
that may be used by the city of Minneapolis
in assessing special assessments. S.F. 2252,
authored oy Sams, removes notice requirements for on-site inspections by town boards.
S.F. 1999, authored by Sen. Duane Benson
(IR-Lanesboro), changes specific pesticide
posting requirements.
S.F. 2303, sponsored by PapRas, requires
persons age 55 or over to complete a refresher
course in accident prevention in order to
remain eligible for a reduction in car
insurance rates. S.F. 1774, carried by Hanson
permits the use of amber strobe lights on rural
mail carriers. S.F. 1832, authored by Bertram,
authorizes immediate towing after 12 hours
advance notice of restricted parking in cities
under 50,000. S.F. 1662, carried by Piper,
adopts the Uniform Interstate Family Support
Act.
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No meetings are scheduled for Mon., April 4. Below is the tentative schedule for April 5-8.
Time

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:00 a.m.
- 12:00 noon

Floor Session
9:00 a.m.-noon

Floor Session
9:00 a.m.-noon

Floor Session
9:00 a.m.-noon

Floor Session
9:00 a.m.-noon

12:00 noon
- 2:00 p.m.

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Finance Committee
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

2:00 p.m.
- 4:00 p.m.

Education Divisions
Education Divisions
Education Divisions
Health
Care/Family Services
Health Care/Family Services Health Care/Family Services
Funding Division
Funding Division
Funding Division
Jobs, Enetgy, and Community Jobs, Enetgy, and Community Jobs, Enetgy, and Community
Development Funding
Development Funding
Development Funding
Division
Division
Division

Finance Committee
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

4:00 p.m.
- 6:00 p.m.

Finance State Government
Division
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

Finance State Government
Division
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

Finance State Government
Division
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

Finance Committee
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

6:00 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m.

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Crime Prevention Finance
Division
Environment Finance
Division

Finance Committee
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee

8:00 p.m.
- 10:00 p.m.

Education Divisions
Education Divisions
Education Divisions
Health Care/Family Services Health Care/Family Services Health Care/Family Services
Funding Division
Funding Division
Funding Division
Jobs, Energy, and Community Jobs, Energy, and Community Jobs, Energy, and Community
Development Funding
Development Funding
Development Funding
Division
Division
Division

Finance Committee
Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee
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T e Min n e sot a Sen ate Wee kin Rev i ecwr,<Jl:
Target Center bill advances
restaurant employees groups supported the

Budget bills to the floor

A bill authorizing the Metropolitan
Sports Facilities Commission (MSFC) to
acquire the Target Center cleared its first
hurdle on Thurs., Mar. 31, when the
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
approved the proposal on a voice vote. The
bill now goes to the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee.
S.P. 2725, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), sets the terms for
the Target Center to become a publiclyowned facility under the MSFC. Under the
proposal, the sports facilities commission
can request the Metropolitan Council to
sell revenue bonds for the purchase, but
before the bonds can be sold, a number of
provisions must be in place. The MSFCis
to have a 30 year tenant lease agreement
with both the professional basketball team
and the league. The commission is required
to obtain the rights to the titles of the arena
and the its land. Other mechanisms that
will generate operating revenue and meet
the debt service payments on the arena are
to be established.
The proposal calls for the MSFC to
impose a 10-percent tax on admission to
the arena, as it now does on Metrodome
tickets, and a minimum $1 surcharge per
ticket. The city of Minneapolis is to set up
a liquor, lodging, and restaurant tax as a
potential revenue source, that will "blink
on" if the arena's revenue is insufficient to
cover expenses.
The MSFC is also permitted to sell the
condominium interests, allowing the arena's
health club to be operated independently
from the Target Center. The facilities
commission is also required to try to secure
a professional hockey team as a tenant in
the arena.
The Minnesota Amateur Sports
Commission (MASC) is to receive about
$700,000 from a health club tax. The
MASC may lease the Target Center for its
events with net proceeds from those events
going toward the arena's debt service.
The committee's action came at the end
of nearly five hours of discussion and public
testimony over two days. Pogemiller said,
during the committee's Thurs., Mar. 30,
evening meeting, that the bill was the result
of negotiations between the current Target
Center owners and state and local officials.
The committee heard from both
supporters and opponents of the bill.
Representatives of the MSFC, the city of
Minneapolis, the Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development, and hotel and

The transportation funding and higher
education supplemental budget bills were
approved and sent to the Senate floor by
the Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), during
the Thurs., Apr. 7, meeting.
S.P. 2097, the omnibus transportation
funding bill, was sponsored by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon). He offered an
amendment to the bill that detailed the
bill's specific appropriations. The proposal
provides more than $214 million from
several state transportation funds to
supplement the funds that were
appropriated in 1993. The bill includes
$101 million from the trunk highway fund
for state road construction projects and the
Dept. of Transportation (MnDOT) is
required to spend $50 million of that
amount during the 1994 construction year.
Another $32.6 million is added to state aid
for county roads and $9.5 million is
earmarked for local roads.
Additional appropriations to be used to
match federal transportation funds were
also provided. The bill contains $7.6
million to match federal funding in order to
complete construction of the Bloomington
Ferry Bridge, $15 million to match the
federal share of a local bridge replacement
and rehabilitation program, and another
$3.9 million for the state's share of a federal
demonstration and interstate substitution
projects in St. Louis, Lake, and Nicollet
Counties.
The Regional Transit Board is
appropriated $15 million with $5.3 million
designated for the Metropolitan Transit
Commission, $2.5 million for Metro
Mobility, and $5 million for the vision for
transit projects.
Included in S.F. 2097 are provisions that
index the gasoline tax using the annual
inflation increases in the Consumer Price
Index, and placing a one cent cap on the
annual amount that the gas tax could be
increased each year starting in FY 95. In
addition, the bill contains a provision
altering the percentage transferred from the
motor vehicle excise tax to be used for
transit funding.
The committee amended the Langseth
amendment, eliminating a requirement that
MnDOT spend $1 million to complete an
environmental impact statement of the
Wakota Bridge project and removed a
proposal authorizing capital bonds for a
Duluth port development project. The
amendment was adopted and the bill was
sent to the floor with a recommendation for
passage.

measure. They said that the bill will
preserve the jobs that have been created
and the economic vitality of the downtown
area. Opponents, individual residents and
representatives of citizen's groups, argued
that the proposal was an inappropriate use
of public resources, that the business
community should be expected to
participate, and that the current arena
owners were looking for a way out of the
debt they have incurred.

Prairie Island bill passes
The bill authorizing Northern States
Power Company to use up to 17 casks to
store spent nuclear fuel was approved at the
Wed., Mar. 30, evening floor session. S.P.
1706, authored by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), was passed on a 4224 roll call vote. The measure, which had
been tabled at a previous floor session, was
taken from the table and brought before the
body on a 34-31 vote.
In addition to authorizing the dry cask
storage at the Prairie Island plant, the
measure specifies that while NSP may use
17 casks to store nuclear waste until 2002,
additional casks are prohibited unless all
nuclear power plants in the state are
decommissioned or there is a permanent
storage site located outside the state. The
measure also prohibits "re-racking" waste in
the plant's temporary storage pools in order
to increase the pool capacity and spcifies
that if a disposal site outside becomes
available the storage casks must be shipped
first and then decommissioned. The bill
also requires NSP to direct additional
resources to wind power generation with a
goal of 300 megawatts by 2005 and to
provide 50 megawatts of electricty from
biomass from crops. The bill provides for a
50 percent rate discount for low income
NSP customers and requires NSP to invest
2 percent of gross operating revenues for
energy conservation.
Debate on the issue centered on concerns
about the safety of storing nuclear waste at
Prairie Island and about the process that
brought the bill to the Senate floor. Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said that the
process of bringing the bill to the floor
jeopardized the credibility of the Senate.
Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear
Lake) argued that "there are many options"
other than dry cask storage.
Novak countered that the bill "provides a
rational transition away from nuclear
power" and that the measure contains a
commitment and funding for alternative
energy development that is unprecedented.
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Crime Prevention
Additions to omnibus bill
The governor's crime bill,.sponsored by
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple Grove)
was considered by the Crime Prevention
Committee, chaired by Sen. Allan SRear
(DFL-Mpls.). At the meeting Wed., Mar.
30, sections of the bill were discussed
individually, for incorgoration into the
omnibus crime bill, S.F. 2378, sponsored by
Spear. Discussion continued on the
community-based grant programs. Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!) and others
eXRressed concern that the efforts to target
anCl apRrehend violent habitual criminals is
not unaer the jurisdiction or scope of the
Chemical Abuse Resource Council. Kelly
stated that specific procedures were preferable for the council. The sections were
aPRroved and incorporated into S.F. 2378.
A section regarding Renalties for the use of
tear gas was amended. Kelly presented an
amendment to make the pronibited use of
tear gas, a tear gas compound, or an authorized tear gas compound on a peace officer a
felony. In addition, intensive transition
pilot programs were approved for S.P. 2378.
Jim Bruton, of the Dept. of Corrections,
explained that the p.fograms target recidivism and the risk offenaers pose to public
safety.
Discussion also centered on the assumption of consecutive sentences if not specified
by the court and about the limit on length of
sentences. Kelly and SRear inquired about
the number of beds needed, wnich was
uncertain. Due to the uncertainty, the
sections were deleted. Another section
regarding a youth summer camp pilot project
was deleted because of its similarities to
another bill.
Kelly Rresented S.F 1884, a bill proposing
an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution allowing courts to deny pretrial release
on bail to criminal defendants when the
safety of an individual or the public is at
risk. The bill outlines standards to aid in
determining pretrial release. Dennis
Flaherty, of the Minnesota Police and Peace
Officers Association, supported the bill,
stating that the process currently fails to
~rovide the necessary insurance for victims.
Opponents expressed concern that the
pretrial risk evaluation would lead to abuse
of the provision and discrimination against
minorities and low income defendants.
Mark Wernick, an attorney, said that the
provision may interfere with the right to the
presumption of innocence. Because of
persisting concerns, Kelly withdrew the bill.
The committee also approved S.F. 1871, a
bill sponsored by Spear that prqposes an
amendment to the Minnesota Constitution
allowing statistical evidence based on
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) testing to be
admissible in court. The question is to be
submitted at the 1994 general election. The
bill was approved and advances to the Rules
and Administration Committee.

DWI bill advances
The Crime Prevention Committee,
chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
met Thurs., Mar. 31, to ap'prove several bills
before the committee deadline. Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon RapJ.4s) authored S.P.
1961 a bill relating to DWI reReat offender
Renaities and procedures. The bill clarifies
the violations and criminal penalties for
multiple crimes. Merriam explained that the
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provisions target repeat offenders who
consistently disobey restrictions. Sen.
Thomas Neuville (lR-Northfield) presented
an amendment, that was approved, requiring
a mandatory sentence of 48 consecutive
hours of imprisonment for habitual offenders.
Spear also presented an amendment giving
the prosecuting duty to the county attorney
in cities under 600 people, if approved by
city officials. The amendment was ado'pted.
Also, Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple
Grove) suggested an amendment to attach
S.P. 2573, a bill concerning snowmobile and
motorboat DWI penalties, to Merriam's bill.
The amendment was approved, and the bill
advances to the Rules and Administration
Committee.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) carried
S.F. 2549, relating to crimes involving drugs
and firearms in transit zones. An amendment, Rroposed by Sen. John Marty (DFLRoseville), to reinstate the inclusion of taxis
was ap.proved. Also, concern was raised by
several members that the felony penalty was
excessive and an amendment introduced by
Neuville clarified a provision to allow a onetime warning of an offender by a driver. The
amended bill was incorporated into S.F.

2378.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
sponsored S.F. 2799, a bill prohibiting
physical interference with religious observance. The bill was incorRorated into the
omnibus bill. Another adaition to the
omnibus bill, S.P. 2184, s~onsored by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), clarifies
traffic crimes and penalties.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) introduced
several amendments that were approved into
the omnibus bill. One amendment appropriates $50,000 for a study by the Spanish
Speaking Affairs Council on disproportionate chicano and latino drop-out rates.
Another amendment coordinates care for
juvenile female offenders. Ranum presented
an amendment requiring HIV testing if
requested by a victim in certain violent
crimes. Ranum also presented a statute of
limitations amendment on a pretrial
diversion program. The final amendment
proposed makes a name change for a
prevention council. An amendment was
proposed by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFLMpls.) that Rrovides violence prevention
planning ana oversight, and establishes a
task force.
Kelly sponsored H.P. 1966, a bill that
authorizes non-Minnesota peace officers to
assist Minnesota officers on request. The bill
advances to the Consent Calendar.

Supplemental budget considered
The Crime Prevention Finance Division,
chaired by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn) met Tues., Apr. 5 to review the
supplemental budget and funding for the
omnibus anti-crime bill. The total impact
for FY 94-95 is $26.9 million. Items in the
su'pplemental budget include the completion
of the state takeover of public defense
services, funding for child abduction
notification systems, and the appropriations
for the omnibus anti-crime package. The
omnibus bill will require $3.1 million.
The committee discussed the appropriation of $4.5 million to the Dept. of Corrections, to be used for additional security staff
in correctional facilities. Jim Bruton,
assistant commissioner of corrections, stated
that the number of security positions would
be reduced by 118 without the funding. Sen.

Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) expressed concern
that funding continues to be targeted at
corrections 1 instead of the community.
Ranum said that the focus should be on the
security of the community and the citizens,
concentrating on prevention, probation, and
parole officers. In response to the increased
staffing costs, Sen. Gary Laidig (IRStillwater) suggested a reduction of sentences if adequate staffing can't be provided.
Supplemental budget discussion will
continue.

Omnibus bill gains
Members of the Crime Prevention
Finance Division completed work on the
omnibus crime bill at an evening hearing
Tues., Apr. 5. The division chaired by Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Brice lyn), forwarded
the measure to the full committee. S.F.
2378, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFLMpls.), provides supplemental appropriations
to various agencies to implement the
provisions of the anti-crime package.
Discussion centered primarily on funding
requests for programs engaged in crime
prevention and early intervention. Members
adopted an amendment providing $100,000
for a grant to the joint community corrections program of Dodge, Fillmore and
Olmsted Counties to provide alternative
programming for offenders. Members also
approved a funding request of $150,000 for
the Institute of Cnild and Adolescent Sexual
Health to continue pr9jects aimed at early
identification of sex offenders. Several
funding requests contained in an amendment, offered by Sen. Patrick McGowan (IRMaRie Grove), were also incorporated into
the bill. McGowan proposed an additional
$800,000 for intensive transitional programming for offenders who have just been
released from prison on supervised release;
an additional ~ 100,000 for the crime victims
ombudsman; an additional $250,000 for
summer youth employment; and an additional $50,000 for a juvenile match to be
used to maximize federal funds available for
juvenilejustice programs which target at-risk
youth. Finally, McGowan also authored an
amendment providiniLthat school districts
may levyJor the D.A.R.E. program and
peace officer liaisons.

Omnibus bill advanced
The Crime Prevention Committee,
chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
met briefly Wed., A~r. 6, to adopt the Crime
Prevention Finance Division's report on the
omnibus crime bill. The bill's approved
ap2ropriations total $26.9 million.
Sen-. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) offered an
amendment to delay until Aug. 1995 the
effective date for penalties for criminal
sexual contact by adults with children under
13 years old. Ranum explained that the
delay reflects concerns about the cost and
bed impact of the bill. The amendment was
~prov~d. The bill advances to the Finance
Committee.

Education
Reorganization discussed
A proposal allowing the state's regional
education organizations to continue was
presented and additional fundinKllroposals
were discussed by the Education Division,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFLMpls.), during the Thurs., Mar. 31, meeting.

The division was presented a bill draft
containing the recommendations of the
Education Service Delivery Review Panel,
which was established by the 1993 Legislature. Currently, all regional education
organizations will cease to operate on July 1,
1995. The proposal repeals that sunset and
changes how diose groups are funded.
School districts that are members of regional
organizations will be allowed to contract for
the services those organizations provide.
Representatives of the regional groups
expressed support for the continued existence of those organizations but had concerns
over how they would be funded. Additional
discussion is expected.
In other action, the division added S.F.
2867 to the projects up for consideration as
part of their bonding package. The bill,
authored by Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFLErskine), provides a ~1,3 million grant to the
Mahnomen School District for the construction of a community center in Nay-TahWaush. Moe said that the center, to be built
on land leased to the district by the White
Earth Band of Chippewa Indians, will
provide facilities for educational and
community-based programs.
Three other bills were presented during
the meeting. S.F. 2834, sponsored by Sen.
Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls) requires
binding arbitration of unresolved teacher
contract issues under certain conditions.
The bill, he said, is a response to the
continued difficulties a district in his area
has had in reaching a contract settlement.
The division set the bill aside for further
consideration.
S.F. 2695 eliminates an aid reduction that
occurs when school districts do not levy the
maximum amount under the referendum
equalization, training and experience or
general education revenue formulas. Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Pau!), the bill's
author, said that aid is reduced by the ratio
of actuallery amounts to the amount that is
permitted. Because of the bill's fiscal
impact, the division voted to not include the
proposal in the Education Finance Omnibus

bill.

The members also considered a proposal
to increase the number of higher education
reQresentatives on the Board of Teaching.
S.f. 1955, authored by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), would have increased
the membership on the board from 11 to 13
members. After a lengthy discussion, and
several amendments to adjust the number of
K-12 and higher education teachers on the
board, the division voted to not include the
bill in the omnibus package.

Budget bill approved
The Higp.er Education Division, chaired
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), approved a $49.5 million supplemental budget bill, Tues., Apr. 5. The bill was
referred to the full Education Committee.
The bill, which Stumpf is sponsoring,
~propriates $25.3 million to the Tecnnical
College System $15.66 million to the
University of Minnesota, nearly $8 million
to the Higher Education Board (HEB), and
$560)000 to the State University System.
Or the $25,3 million approRriated to rhe
technical college system, ~24.3 million is
designated to shift all of the technical
college's operating costs into the same fiscal
year before the system is merged with the
state university and community college
systems.
From the $15.66 million appropriation to
the University of Minnesota, ~6.59 million is

earmarked for student services and $7.4
million is to be used to buy educational
equipment. Another $1.375 million is
designated for library resources.
As part of the HEB's appropriation, $6.4
million is for development of an accounting
system in preparation for the merger. Of tne
State University System's appropriation,
$318,000 will be used for interactive
television and library resources and
$242,000 is given to the Urban Teacher
Pr~aration Program.
The division also adopted a number of
provisions, incorporating them into the
budget package. The members approved
recommendations from two task forces that
had reported to the division earlier. They
incorporated the recommendations of the
Financial Aid Task Force to adjust State
Grant Program appropriations to target lowincome students, and then adopted the
proRosed changes to the post-secondary
funding mechanisms offered by the Future
Funding Task Force.
Also approved were modifications to the
faculty exchange program to allow private
higher education institutions to participate
in the program, and simplifications to the
higp.er education child care grant program.
The members granted college status to the
Fond du Lac Community College Center in
Cloquet, effective this year, and to both the
Cambridge and Duluth centers as of July 1,
1995.
Provisions allowing the Higher Education
Board to set tuition rates for fiY 1996. adding
K-12 education representatives to the
Telecommunications Council, and that
delays a number of reports to the Legislature
were also approved.

Higher ed bill advances
The $49.5 million higher education
sUPRlemental budget bill was approved by
the Education Committee, co-chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) and
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls),
on Tues. evening, Apr. 5. The measure was
re-referred to the Finance Committee.
Stumpf presented the bill, which appropriates $25.3 million to the Technical College
;lystem, $15.66 million to the University of
Minnesota, $7.975 million to the Higher
Education Board (HEB), and $560,000 to
the State University System.
He explained that much of the funding for
the technical colleges, $24.225 million, will
correct a funding shift and give the system
all of its funding for FY 1995 in that fiscal
year. Currently, the technical colleges
receive 85 percent of their total funding in
one fiscal year~ and the remaining 15 percent
is appropriated in the next. Stumpf said the
appropriation will place all of the system's
funds into the same fiscal year and will
prevent a $24 million shortfall when the
technical colleges are combined with the
state universities and the community
colleges.
Stulllpf said that $15.66 million allocated
to the University of Minnesota includes $7.4
million for educational equipment and $6.6
million to be used for student services.
Included in HEB's total appropriation are
$6.4 million to set up an accounting system
in preparation for the higher education
merger, he said. Two initiatives are
supported in the state university's appropriation, with $318,000 for interactive television
and library resources at Metropolitan State
and $242,000 in support of the Urban
Teacher Preparation Program.
Stumpf highlighted other provisions in the

bill, including changes to the post-secondary
funding formula from the current per-pupil
basis to a calculation of instructional and
non-instructional costs. The bill also
modifies the State Grant Program to target
low-income students, streamlines the higher
education child care grantj)rogram, and
changes the Fond du Lac Community
College Center at Cloquet to a full college
this year while allowing the Duluth and
Cambridge centers to gain college status in
1995.
After arproving some technical changes
to the bil , the committee considered an
amendment, offered by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township) requiring the University of Minnesota to report on its progress in
complying with federal discrimination and
equal pay laws relating to the coaches in the
men's and women's athletics departments.
The amendment was adopted and the
committee approved the bill.

Omnibus bill assembly begins
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), began
assembling tne pieces of S.F. 2206, rhe
Education Finance Omnibus Bill, at their
Tues., Apr. 5, meeting by adopting school
bus safety and community education
pr(jgram provisions into the bill.
The members reviewed the new school bus
safety operating and eguipment standards
that had been adopted earlier. Two
amendments were ·offered by Sen. Martha
Robertson (IR-Minnetonka), to designate
one day of school bus week as school bus
driver day and clarifying that used buses
must also conform to state equipment
standards, except as law specifically provides.
The division approved both amendments
and the bus safety package as an article of
the omnibus bill.
The division also reviewed the changes to
several community education programs they
had previously considered and voted to
incorporate them into the omnibus as a
separate article. Included in the article are
several changes to the Youth Works Task
Force program, adopted in 1993, aligning the
program with national community service
legislation. The article also contains
provisions allowing districts or non-profit
organizations to apply for adult education aid
and that permit school districts with parental
involvement plans to use parents, as
volunteers, in before- and after-school child
care programs.
Other articles, containing many provisions
already considered as well as some additional
components, were also presented. During its
review of the article containing the Special
Education Task Force's recommendations,
which were adopted earlier, Robertson
offered two amendments. The first amendment adds a requirement rhat interagency
early intervention committees develop a
policy, consistent with state and federal law,
allowing a committee member to have access
to non-public data. The second one clarifies
that the Commissioner of Education's
resolution of interagency disputes is binding,
but subject to the right of appeal. Both
amendments were adopted.
Parts of a bill, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), changing
some outcome-based school requirements,
were also considered. S.F. 2529 increases
the number of outcome-based schools that
can be authorized, allows public higher
education institutions to sponsor tne schools,
and permits the State Board of Education to
assign a school's sponsorship to another
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school district, higher education institution
or to consider another option.
Two amendments to the bill, expanding
which groups may sponsor outcome-based
schools, were presented. Sen. Cal Larson
(IR-Fergus Falls) proposed that private postsecondary institutions be permitted to
sl2onsor a school and Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St.Paul) extended the sponsorship to a
consortium of education organizations. Both
amendments were approved before the bill
was set aside for later consideration.

Omnibus work continues
Proposals concerning outcome-based
schools, facilities, and libraries were
~proved and amended into the Education
Finance Omnibus Bill by the Education
Division, chaired _by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), during its Tues.
evening, Apr. 5, meeting.
S.P. 2529, presented by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), allows
higher education institutions to sponsor
outcome-based schools and raises the
number of outcome-based schools that can
be authorized from 20 to 50. Having earlier
adopted the provision allowing higher
education institutions to be school sponsors,
the division approved additional pieces of
S.P. 2743, increasing the number of schools
and requiring higher education institutions
to notih' the district where the school will be
located of their plan. The provisions were
amended into the omnibus bill.
The Ranel approved another outcomebased school proIJosal and added it to the
omnibus bill. S.P. 2743, authored by Sen.
Gen Olson (IR-Minnetrista), modifies the
state aid payment schedule for outcomebased schools and allows the schools to limit
admission to the children of those parents
involved with organizing the school, as long
as those students represent 20 percent of the
total enrollment.
The proposed article to the omnibus bill,
with the outcome-based school language and
additional provisions, was adoQ!:.ed. Among
those provisions, the Board of Teaching is
given authority to suspend or revoke a
coaching license if an individual's teaching
license lias been also suspended or revoked,
and permits a transfer of state land to the
Farioault School District, which the district
will use as the site for an elementary school.
The division reviewed and voted to
include an article with school facilities and
capital expenditures in the omnibus bill.
Provisions in the article allow districts to use
up to one-third of their facilities revenue to
buy equipment if they do not use other
revenue sources to meet their facility needs.
It also requires that any shortfall in the
maximum effort school loan program will be
made up by a transfer from the general fund
and not from a statewide tax.
Proposals establishing a Librarians of
Color grant program, and allowing public
librarieshlocated in a school building, to
reduce t eir hours when school is not in
session were also approved.
The division also incorporated an article
with provisions allowiflg the Minnesota
Academic Excellence Foundation to offer
benefits to its employees, and giving the
responsibility to provide information and
services to teachers! Rrofessional groups,
school districts, and the Dept. of Education
to the Minnesota Center for Arts Education.
Other proposals concerning transportation and special education, were discussed
but no additional action was taken.
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Revenue increase approved
The Education Division, chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), took up
staff development! educational performance
imRrovement, and transportation proposals
as the panel continued assembling the
Education Finance omnibus bill at their
Wed., Apr. 6, meeting.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf(DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls) offered an amendment raising the
portion of general education revenue set
aside for staff development from two to three
Rercent for FY 1995. After considerable
discussion, the amendment was adopted on a
9-3 roll call vote.
Pogemiller presented an amendment to
establish the Educational Performance
Improvement Grant Pilot Program. Under
the program, he said, the State Board of
Education and a school district could enter
into a one-year contract establishing
measurable standards of student achievement. A grant would be given to districts
that exceed those standards. The amendment was discussed and adopted.
The division approved a proposed article
containing a number of education improvement initiatives the Senators had considered
earlier. The provisions modify the elements
districts use in preparing their staff development plans, reffi1ire the state to pay the test
fees Advanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate students, and establishes a
y"ear-round school pilot project in the
Cloquet School District.
A provision allowing districts to levy the
costs of operatil1g late activity school bused,
contained in S.F. 2542 and presented by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), was approved and incorporated into the omnibus
bill's transportation article. The members
also app_roved an amendment offered by Sen.
David Knutson (IR-Burnsville), appropriating $89,l,,000 in transportation aid to the
Metro ueaf School.
Special education and secondary vocational education provisions contained in a
proposed article were approved and included
in the omnibus bill by the division, but not
until an amendment, offered by Sen. Martha
Robertson (IR-Minnetonka), eliminating
reimbursement for the salaries of special
education administrator, was added. The
amendment removed a proposal that had
been approved earlier reinstating that
reimbursement which was repealed by the
1993 Legislature. The approved article also
contains a new secondary vocation aid
formula, giving aid to districts on a uniform
pupil or program cost basis.

Action on amendments
Members of the Education Division, met
Wed. evening, Apr. 6 and defeated two
attempts to reinstate certain levies into the
omnious education funding bill. The Ranel,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFLMpls.) aPRroved interdistrict desegregation
proRosals for incorporation into the omnibus
funding measure.
Sen. Roy Terwilliger (IR-Edina) presented
an amendment repealing the 1993
Legislature's decision to place a July 1, 1997
sunset on excess referendum levies. School
district officials argued for the proposal,
saying that the levy sunset reduces local
control and will cause a $300 million gap in
education funding statewide in 1997.
Business representatives opposed the
amendment, saying the sunset creates an

incentive to change how schools are funded
and since the sunset does not take effect for
three years, the Legislature can wait TO
review the issue again in 1995. The
amendment was defeated.
Terwilliger also offered an amendment to
repeal the 1995 sunset on the existence and
levy authority of the three Intermediate
School Districts. The 1993 Legislature had
Rlaced the sunset on the intermediate
districts' levy authority and the organizations' expiration date was approved in 1990.
That amendment also failed.
Having reviewed interdistrict desegregation proposals earlier, the division was
presented an amended version of those
proposals and voted to incorporate the
amendment into the omnibus bill. The
amendment offered by Sen. David Knutson
(IR-Burnsvihe), requires the State Board of
Education to propose desegr~gation rules to
the l~islature, sets up an Office of Integration/Desegregation in the Dept. of Education, and removes the current cap on the
amount of revenue districts may receive
based on their number of AFDc students.
The requirements of other education
Rrograms are also amended to include
desegregation components.
The division approved an amendment
from Sen. LeRoy ~tumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) to the Knutson proposal, allowing the
state board to make rules. Stumpf's amendment was adopted after a proposal from Sen.
Martha Robertson (IR-Minnetonka),
requiring the state board to report on the
rule-making process, was defeated.
The division also approved a second
Stumpf amendment, to begin increasing the
amount of AFDC student revenue by
adjusting the formula factors through the
next four years, and then adopted Knutson's
amendment into the omnibus bill.
In related action! the members approved
S.F. 2587, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), establishing a magnet
school facilities grant program that will be
available to districts involved in an
interdistrict desegregation effort. The bill
will be considered with other capital
bonding proposals.
One other amendment was approved,
eliminating some language in tne proposed
general education fundiflg article. The
amendment, offered by Terwilligerhdeleted
provisions that would have establis ed
income-based referendums.

Environment and Natural
Resources
Preliminary capital budget
A preliminary ~_apital budget proposal was
discussed at the Wed., Mar. 30, meeting of
the Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division. The division, chaired by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), also heard
a request for funding by the University of
Minnesota.
Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls)
presented S.F. 2212, a bill appropriating
~500,000 to the National Resources
Research Institute. According_ to Lessard,
the institute is an arm of the University of
Minnesota and is seeking the funds in order
to obtain a matching federal grant of
$600,000. Lessard said the money will be
used to purchase the property the Coleraine
Research Laboratory facility is currently
renting from a private company. The total
cost ofthe property is $1.1 million. No

action was taken on the bill.
The division reviewed a preliminary
capital budget proposal. According to
Morse, the division's fundingJ'ecommendation totals $136.35 million. The governor's
recomm endation is $176.77 million. The
division recomm endation for the Dept. of
Natural Resources is $49.52 million. Under
the proposal, the Pollutio n Control Agency
receives $45.276 million, the Trade and
Economic Development Dept. receives
$14.74 million, the Board of Water and Soil
Resources receives $12.625 million, and the
Minneso ta Zoological Garden receives
$461,000. Morse said that there are some
components in the proposal that are not
included in the governor's reCluest. Among
those differences is $631,000 for a farmland
wildlife research facility, $1.5 million for a
water access acquisition and betterm ent
program, and $250,000 for a road and path
betterm ent project. According to Morse,
discussion on specific programs and suggestions for changes in funding will be taken up
at the next'div ision meeting.

Capital budget reviewed
The Environ ment and Natural Resources
Finance Division, chaired b"'y Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), met Thur. Mar. 31, to
discuss the division's draft capital budget
proRosal.
Morse highlighted changes since the last
review by the division. According to Morse,
increases in the solid waste capital assistance
program that provides funding to the city of
Red Wing for the beginning of a sewer
project and the Lake Superior safe harbors
project were offset by decreases in the prairie
bank develo{:lment and habitat improvement
project as well as reduced state matching
funds to the state revolving fund.
Sen. lanet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
stated that she would like to see some funds
dedicated tq predesign work that the Science
Museum of Minneso ta is re~uesting.
Johnson stated that she will bring a {:lroposal
to the next division meeting that will
establish such funding. The division has a
target goal of $136.35 million in its proposal.
Currently, the caQital budget bill allocates
the full amount. The division is scheduled
to complete work on the package by the end
of the week.

Waste bill approved

The Environ ment and Natural Resources
Commit tee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), met briefly Thur., Mar. 31,
to hear three bills.
Sen. Janet Tohnson (DFL-North Branch)
presented S.¥. 2050, a bill requiring a person
arranging for the management of solid waste
in an environmentally inferior landfill to
indemnify generators of the waste. The bill,
according to Johnson also requires environmentally inferior landfills to set aside funds
for future cleanup. lohnson said that
environ mentall y inferior landfills are
determi ned based on Minneso ta Pollution
Control Agency standards. The bill was
approved and sent to the Finance Commit tee.
A bill restricting the killing of dogs that
wound or kill big game was approved and
sent to the Senate floor. The bill's author,
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), amended the
bill, restricting the focus of the proposal to
the killing of dogs observed pursuing,
wounding, or killing big game.
Sen. Steven Morse presented S.F. 2824.
The proposal limits subsidies for state

producers of ethanol to those that start
production by June, 2000. The bill also
sunsets subsidies for producers who began
production after June, 1990. The cap on the
subsidies changes from $10 million to $20
million. A provision in the bill phases out
gasoline tax credit subsidies for ethanol
producers. According to Morse, the bill also
increases the requirements for oxygen in
gasoline by nearly 15 percent. Tne bill was
re-referred to the Finance Commit tee.

pollution problems. Finally, the agriculture
and best manage ment practices loan
program, is allocated $150,000 to fund a
program recognizing and communicating
unique solutions to non-poi nt source
pollution problems.

Supplemental bill discussed
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division's chair, outlined changes to the bill
since the last division meeting. The
sUj)plemental proposal was attached to S.F.
2~24, a bill authored by Morse relating to
ethanol production. According to Morse a
provision in the ethanol section of the bill
clarifies that ethanol credit can be used for
all agricultural products, rather than the
previous selected products. Morse said the
section also authorizes an incentive program
for producers making ethanol in excess of
37.5 million gallons a year. Current law
makes those type of producers ineligible for
any incentive payment. The incentive
payment amounts to 10 cents pergallon
produced, not to exceed $3.75 million per
year.
Also new to the bill is the elimination of
"free Tuesday" at the Minnesota Zoological
Garden and the authorization for the zoo's
board to establish a program for admitting at
reduced or lowered admission rates persons
that have historically been underrepresented
in attendance. According to Morse, one
provision increases the amount of money the
zoo receives from admission charges.
Another provision authorizes the commissioner of natural resources to pay up to
$3,000 for the erection of a barrier between
landowners requesting the barrier for the
purpose of deterring livestock from crossing
over property lines and cause damage.
According to Morse, a tax credit for
distributors of denatured ethanol commerciallY blended with gasoline until Oct. of
1997 is authorized in the bill. A final
provision disallows the use of state funds for
legal expenses incurred by counties engaged
in a lawsuit against the state over aid
payments to state lands.
~everal amendments were attached to the
supplemental bill. Among those adopted is a
I2roposal taken from S.F. 2430, sponsored by
~en. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
authorizing the state to pay fair market value
to a livestock owner who has livestock
damaged or killed by an animal protected
under the federal endangered sl2ecies act of
1973. S.F. 1964, sponsored by Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch), allowing the
bept. of Trade and Economic Development
to transfer funds to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency for a payment to the city of
Eagle Lake, was attached to the bill.
According to Johnson, the funds will
eventually be paid to the city of Mankato for
a sewer interceptor connector it constructed
for Eagle Lake. The funds are needed by the
city of Eagle Lake because it became
ineligible for federal funding that was
expected to cover a portion of the cost of the
interceptor.

Family Services Committee
Shelter eligibility revised
The FamilY Services Committee, chaired
by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), approved
S.F. 1724, Thurs., Mar. 31. The bill expands
language in current law pertaining to
battereCl women and shelter facilities.
Presently, shelters provide relief to a woman
who is assaulted by a spouse, another male
relative, or the man with whom she lives.
S.F. 1724, sponsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Pau!), broadens the language to
include all battered women, regarClless of the
assailant's gender.
T estifving is support of the measure was
Beverly busso, executive director of the
Harriet Tubman Center. She cited a recent
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example of a woman who was not permitted
to remain at the facility because the law
states that the victim's assailant must be a
man. Dusso said that in this particular case,
the woman was being assaulted by her
mother.
The committee endorsed S.F. 1724 and rereferred the bill to the Health Care and
Family Services Finance Divisions.

Finance
Bills sent to Finance Committee
The Finance State Government Division
heard numerous bills requestil"lg appropriations and bonding authority, Tues. evening,
Apr. 5. The division, chaired by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), referred two
of the bills to the full Finance Committee.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon R~ids)
presented two measures. The first, S.f.
2292, relates to military affairs. Merriam said
that the bill, which was sparked by last year's
Metro Mobility crisis, streamlines the process
for paying forces converted to active duty.
The provision authorizes the adjutant
general to pay both officers and enlisted men
upon receiving approval from the commissioner of finance. Both the Senate Finance
Committee and the Ways and Means
Committee of the other body must be
provided with an estimate of the proposed
payment.
Also sponsored by Merriam, S.F. 2707
changes the I'rocedures of the Attorney
General's Office for chal}:ing fees. The bill
stems from a recommendation of the task
force charged with studying funding
approaches.
The division heard several requests for
bonding authority but no action was taken
on the l?roposals. S.F. 237~ carried by Sen.
Harold 'SKip" Finn (DFL-Gass Lake)
provides for the sale of $2 million in bonds
to construct a museum and center for
American Indian history at Bemidji State
University. Finn said that this type of facility
is non-existent in the U.S., and that the
Smithsonian Institution has agreed to
participate in developing the project.
S.F. 1962, sponsored by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park), authorizes the sale of
bonds for the construction of an arts center
in Hopkins. Besides housing the Child's Play
Theater Company and the Minnetonka
Dance Center, the facility includes gallery
space meeting and craft rooms. Mondale
said that while providing the community and
it's youth with an art center, the project will
contribute economically by redeveloping a
blighted area of Hopkins and by helping
reverse the loss of jobs and tax base. The
amount requested for the bond is $750,000.
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook)
requested bondin~ authority for an addition
to the St. Louis County Heritage and Arts
Center. The bill, S.F. Z380, provides for $3
million in bonds for the restoration of the
Duluth train depot.
S.F. 2223, authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas
(DFL-St. Pau!), asks for $1.25 million for the
Minnesota Children's Museum. Ann Bitter,
executive director of the museum, said that
the building will be a visible addition to the
cultural capital, helping shape St. Paul's
image as a safe and inviting place for
children and families. Bitter said that the
museum expects 350,000 to 500,000 visitors
annually.
A request for $10 million for bonding
authority for the Science Museum of

Minnesota was made by Jim Peterson,
president of the museum. S.F. 2140, carried
by Cohen, provides funds for site acquisition
and preparation, for expansion design work,
and for the first construction phase of the
museum's capital campaign.
The division also heard bills that request
appropriations from the general fund, but
took no action on the measures. S.F. 2626,
carried by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), establishes two women's ice
centers. A bill carried by Sen. Pat Pariseau
OR-Farmington), S.F. 2185, provides for the
disposition of specific receipts from permit
surcharges. S.F.1883, authored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int.l Falls), requires reimbursement of legal costs incurred as a result of
offers made by an agent of the attorney
general to remove nazardous waste in an
illegal manner. S.F. 2132, sponsored by Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn) eliminates
the authority of county recorders and
registrars to collect a surcharge on specific
fees that are credited to the general fund.

Omnibus bill advances
A number of bills requesting appropriations were heard by the Finance State
Government Division, Weds. evenirlg, Apr.
6. Chaired by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Pau!), the division approved several
measures and referreQ them to the full
Finance Committee.
The division's omnibus court appropriation bill was endorsed by the members and
referred to the Senate Finance Committee.
The bill deals with changes affecting both
the Supreme Court and District Courts.
Besides adding eight new judges to various
Districts Courts, S.F. 3339 allocates funds for
hiring additional staff, includin~ law clerks
and electronic court recorders. The measure
also increases jury per diem, establishes a
program for certified court interpreters, and
appropriates funds to conduct a study of state
civil commitment laws. The appropriation
for the measure totals $4.5 million.
The division assembled an omnibus state
department supplemental bill and referred it
to the Finance Committee. Included in the
measure is the governor's bill that implements the statewide systems project. The
plan reviews indirect costs of state wide
agencies. Also included in the omnibus bill
is an appropriation for a grant to KSMQ
television for an engineering study regarding
placement of a remote transmitter in
Southeastern Minnesota. Two other
~propriations, the first for a grant to the
Chippewa tribe to offset costs related to the
1995 Indigenous Games, and the second for
a grant to the National Guard Youth Camp,
were also included in the omnibus bill.
Several other bills were heard bJ' the
division. All were referred to the finance
Committee, but the measures' aRPropriations
were retained in the omnibus bill. S.f. 1842,
authored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin),
provides for a study of vulnerable adults. A
measure that establishes a study of a single
payor health care plan, S.F. 1il67, is
sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFLMpls.). S.F. 2720, carried by Cohen,
allocates funding for the Human Development Center. A measure that establishes a
veteran's cemetery near Little Falls, S.F.
1695, is authored by Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainard). Sen. Phil Riveness (DFLBloomington) presented S.F. 2194, a bill
that requests monies for best practices
review. S.F. 2669, carried by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) requests an appro-

priation to study an insurance purchasif!g
cooperative for public employees. Sen. Don
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) sponsored S.F.
1969, a bill that creates a legislative
commission to review administrative rules.

Budget bills to the floor
In addition to sending the transportation
funding bill to the full Senate, members of
the Finance Committee also acted on the
higher education supplemental budget bill at
the Thurs., Apr. 7, meeting.
The panel, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), also approvedtook S. P.
2900, the higher education sUPRlement
budget bill. Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), the bill's author, said the
measure contains $25.3 million for the
Technical College System, $15.7 million for
the University of Minnesota, nearly $8
million to the Higher Education Board
(HEB), and $560,000 to the State University
System.
In addition, the bill recaptures unused
financial aid and interstate reciprocity
program funds of $9 million and applies
those funds to the state grant program.
Stumpf offered two amendments to the
bill. The first amendment proposed shifting
$6.425 million, for the devel()pment of an
accounting system, from the HEB to the
Dept. of Finance. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFLSt. Paul) moved to take $425,000 from the
appropriation and give it the State University System to support Metropolitan State
University's expansion. Kelly's amendment
was adopted, and the Stumpf amendment
was then approved.
The committee also approved Stumpf's
amendment requiring the Dept. of Finance
to track higher education funding, its use
and the remaining fund balances.
A provision in the bill, allowing the
Higher Education Coordinating Board to use
emergency rulemaking authority in order to
implement the streamlined child care fund
program, was amended. Sen. Steven Morse
tDFL-Dakota) proposed directing the board
to make the necessary rule changes rather
than allow them to have the emergency
authority, and his amendment was ~proved.
The committee then approved S.F. 2900,
as amended, and sent the bill to the full
Senate.

Governmental Operations
and Reform
Civil reform approved
The Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. Tames Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), met Wed., Mar. 30, to
hear nine bills.
S.F. 2772, authored by Metzen, expands
the civil service reform 2!'oject to include
the Minnesota Dept. of Transportation and
the Dept. of Employee Relations. According
to Metzen, the proposal permits the departments to waive rules and procedures that
normally slow the administrative process in
order to increase efficiency. Metzen said the
program has been tested by other state
agencies and has been found to be a huge
success. The bill was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar.
A bill re~uiring buildings built before
1974 and tnat are more than 75 feet tall to
install automatic sprinkler systems, was laid
over in order to hear more public testimony.
According to the author, Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.); the bill provides for a 15 year
phase in of the systems as well as an appeal

process for hardship cases. Kroening said
that the sprinkler systems save lives, aid
firefighters, and eventually pay for themselves in reduced losses and insurance rates.
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
continued his presentation on S.P. 1641, a
bill mandating additional investment
]2erformance disclosure. According to
Riveness, the bill is designed to compare
groups with pension funds, such as volunteer
firefighter organizations, with the State
Board of Investment. The board produces a
good yield, said Riveness, and the comparison provides the state with an accurate idea
of exactly how retirement funds are performing. The bill was amended by Riveness
several times in order to assist smaller funds
with reporting requirements. S.P. 1641 was
approved and sent to the Senate floor.
Accordingto Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFLThief River Falls), S.P. 2028 clears up an
error in the election of an emrloyee's
retirement selection. The bil was approved
and sent to the Consent Calendar. Riveness
presented S.F. 2624, a bill instructing the
commissioner of administration to implement a system allowing electronic access to
state agencies through lottery terminals.
The bill was approved and sent to the
Consent Calendar. A bill, authored by
Metzen, was recommended to pass and sent
to the Senate floor. According to Metzen,
the bill instructs the governor to report to
the Legislature by Mar. 1/ 1995, on a plan to
reorganize the executive branch under a
secretarial system. Metzen said the bill
mandates a reduction in the number of
directors reporting to the governor from 26
to eight.
S.F. 2630 ensures that children and adults
are protected in all child placement proceedings conducted by public and private
agencies or organizations. The bill's author,
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), stated that the
restructuring is relating to the ombudsRerson
for families. The bill was approved ana rereferred to the Finance Committee. S.F.
1760 creates a nine member advisory
committee to conduct a year longstudy on
emergenc-'y health services. Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley) authored the bill and
said the advisory committee is to conduct
the pilot study in a three county area. The
bill was approved and sent to the Consent
Calendar. Sen. Janet Tohnson (DFL-North
Branch) presented S.F. 1339, a bill providing
for the licensing of dietitians and nutritionists. According to Johnson, the bill creates a
seven member board to provide for the
licensing. The bill was approved and sent to
the Finance Committee.

Sprinkler bill advances
Despite opposition by senior citizens, the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Pau!), approved a bill
requiring the installation of automatic
sprinkler systems in buildings built before
1974 and standing over 75 feet high.
The bill's author, Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), said that buildings that have
sprinkler systems contain fires so that loss of
life and property are minimized. Warren
Thompson, representing the Wilder Park
Condominium Association! testified against
the bill, saying the cost wil be a heavy
burden that many owners in condominium
buildings will not be able to bear. Wilder
said that many owners are seniors on fixed
incomes.
Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) offered
an amendment exempting residential

housing from the requirement. The
amendment did not pass. Sen. Roy
Terwilliger OR-Edina) sought to amend the
bill so tnat buildings that are Qrimarily
owner occupied are exempt. Terwilliger's
amendment also failed. Kroening amended
the bill to allow for the commissioner of
public safety to modify the terms of the
requirement in cases of hardship. The
amendment also added the Minnesota
Condominium Association to a work group
designed to advise the commissioner of
public safety. S.F. 374 was approved and
sent to the Senate floor.

Health Care
Long term care bill laid over
The Health Care Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met Wed.,
Sen.
Mar. 30 to discuss several bills.
Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester) sponsored
S.P. 2825, the Dept. of Human Services'
long term care bill. The measure requires
modification of the reimbursement rule for
intermediate care facilities for persons with
mental retardation or related conditions
OCFs/MR) and outlines reimbursement
standards. Kiscaden presented two amendments. One amendment specifies the
calculation of replacement rate costs for
nursing facilities. The other amendment is
technical and provides that a county
contract is not required if under a $250 per
month. Both amendments were adopted.
Charles Osell, of the Dept. of Human
Services explained the facility incentives
consisted ot collapsing the operating cost
categories into one general operating cost.
Berglin expressed concern that the provision
would be a strong disincentive to raise
wages. The bill was laid over.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) presented
S.P. 2628, a bill removing the licensure
exemption for social workers employed in
hospitals or nursing homes but providing for
a period in which the workers may become
licensed. Piper explained that the bill
requires social workers to be licensed in
facilities. Piper also proposed an amendment
allowing presently unlicensed social workers
to retain their title. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake) and others expressed
concern about the apprqpriate nature of the
grandfather clause, and Piper withdrew the
amendment. Berglin also expressed concern
about the sanctions and regulations that can
be placed on unlicensed social workers. The
bill failed to gain approval.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
presented H.F. 423, expanding the prohibition against smoking in public places to
include a ban on smoking in the common
areas of apartment buildings. Merriam
included an amendment to specify that the
bill applies to rental buildings. The bill
advances to the floor.

Care bill fails
The long term care bill, restricting the
admission of high-functioning persons into
nursing homes, failed to gain tne approval of
the Health Care Committee, chairea by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). S.F. 2612,
§Ponsored by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden ORRochester), was discussed at the meeting
Thurs., Mar. 31. The bill establishes several
alternative care payment oQtions for elderly
clients and their families. The bill also
establishes two task forces to study nursing
home care and government regulation of the
care. Helen Yates, of the Dept. of Human
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Services explained that the bill maintains
independent living as long as possible and
builds the infrastructure for long term care.
Kiscaden stated that the bill promotes
choice, independence, and autonomy for
clients, allowing flexibility in mental
services as well as providing skilled care for
those who reHuire special services. Mark
Thomas, of the Ebenezer Society, supported
the policy of the bill, that allows clients to
remain in a home setting. Thomas also said
that the bill provides the opportunity to
review and improve regulations in the longterm care system.
Berglin expressed concern that the bill
restricts service access for minimum care
persons, and fails to provide people with
adelluate care and resources. In addition,
Berglin questioned the effect of closing
several nursing homes. Leah Welch, of
Independent Crossroads, testified that
relying on independent resources such as
family and friends is inadequate, even for
persons requiring minimum care. Welch
also said the proposed system has no
mechanism for ensuring client safety and the
quality of care. Kiscaden proposed sending
the bi I to the Health Care and Family
Services Funding Division without recommendation, but the bill failed to gain
app.!oval.
Kiscaden also authored S.F. 2825, the
Dept. of Human Services' long term care
bill, that includes a requirement for the
modification of the reimbursement rule for
intermediate care facilities for persons with
mental retardation or related conditions
(ICFs/MR) and outlines reimbursement
standards. Berglin proposed an amendment,
that was approved, to reduce the criteria for
the facility incentive system. Another
amendment was offered by Berglin and
approved, that deletes the authorization to
reduce efficiency incentives. The bill
advances to the Finance Committee.

includes Medical Assistance (MA) grants,
work readiness and general assistance grants,
and regional treatment center (RTC)
appropriations.
::leveral amendments were included in the
~propriations bill. Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL::ltaples) proposed an amendment, that was
adopted, requiring insurance reimbursement
coverage for medications that have been
prescribed by nurse practitioners. Samuelson
also offered an amendment to transfer the
Faribault RTC from the jurisdiction of the
Dept. of Human Services to the Dept. of
Corrections by June 30, 1998. The amendment was approved. Another amendment
was adopted that allows the carry forward of
funds for deaf interpreter services. The
division also endorsed several technical
amendments. Deliberations will continue.

Omnibus bill assembled

The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division, chaired by ::len. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), convened Tues.,
Apr. 5, to review c::!pital improvements
~propriations. S.f. 3282, sponsored by
::lamuelson, authorizes $10.6 million for the
Veteran's Homes Board. The appropriation
to the Dept. of Human Services totals $48
million. Of this amount, $37 million is
allocated for consolidation and restructuring
of the Anoka metro regional treatment
center.
Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) proRosed
an amendment to reduce the facilities' beds
from 150 to 100. Betzold stated that it was
important to emphasize community services,
and that funding should be in community
Rrograms to reduce recidivism and reduce
the long-term costs. Opponents of the
amendment stated that the estimate of 150
beds was the minimum to continue adequate
service. Samuelson expressed concern about
the operating cost of die amendment. The
amendment failed to gain approval. The bill
was approved and advances to the Finance
Committee.

Construction of S.F. 2708, the omnibus
supplemental funding bill, continued at the
Health Care and FaIl!Hy Services Funding
Division meeting on Wed., AIJr. 6.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), incorporated
several bills into the omnibus package. The
bills are: S.F. 1369, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), relating to acupuncture
certification; S.f. 1763, authored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), regarding
nursing home efficiency incentives; ::l.P.
1828, carried by Sen. David Knutson (IRBurnsville), concerning child support federal
mandates; S.F 1843, authored by ::len. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), extending the
ombudsman committee sunset; ::l.F. 1892,
presented by Sams, relating to day training
and habilitation programs; S.F. 2077,
authored by Samuelson, permitting nursing
home moratoriums; S.P. 2082, carried by
Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine), allowing
a waiver for a dental pilot project; S.P. 2273,
~onsored by Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township), relating to teen pregnancy
reduction; S.F. 2312, presented by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), enhancing
Medical Assistance (MA) for state-operated
clinics; S.F. 2396, also sponsored by 13erglin,
relating to wage enhancementsi.-.-S,f. 2374,
carried by Sen. Janet Johnson (uFL-North
Branch), concerning the Cambridge regional
treatment center planning committee; and
S.F. 2652, sponsored by Sams, concerning
prescription drugs.
Also in the omnibus bill are the funding
P9rtions for S.P. 2036, carried by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), modifying MA
prior authorization appeals; S.F. 2640,
authored by Sen. Duane Benson (IRLanesboro), modifying requirements for MA/
General Assistance Medical Care; and S.P.
2585, presented by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden
(IR-Rochester) concerning long term and
alternative care.
Berglin introduced an amendment to the
omnious bill requiring HMOs to provide
coverage for psychological assessments if a
client is receiving Social Security benefits.
The measure was adopted. Discussion will
continue.

Supplemental budget considered

Approval of omnibus bill

The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division, chaired by ::len. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), reviewed the
supplemental budget at the evening meeting
Tues., Apr. 5. The total amount under
consideration is $28 million. The budget

The Health Care and Family Services
Funding Division, chaired by ::len. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainern), reconvened
Wed. evening, Apr. 6, to continue the
assembly of S.P. 2708, the health care and
family services omnibus bill. Several

Capital budget approved
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amendments were added to the bill.
Samuelson presented an amendment
allowing for the construction of housing for
chronically chemical dependent American
Indians in Hennepin County. Samuelson
also introduced an amendment Rermitting
wage enhancements for certain Clay training
and habilitation service personnel. The
amendments were incorporated into the bill.
Another amendment was approved, that
was presented by Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin)i allowing the temporary transfer of
familLsots between counties in the nonSTRmE aid to families with dependent
children (AFDC) child care program. Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester) authored an
approved amendment requiring approval by
the interagency long-term care and planning
committee for relocation projects concerning
hospital and nursing home facilities.
Kiscaden noted that the projects still must
pass the moratorium-.l!rocess. The amendment was adopted. The omnibus bill was rereferred to the Health Care Committee.
Three bills containing the. policy IJortions
only were re-referred to the Health Care
Committee. S.F. 2460, carried by Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro), relates to
Medical Assistance (MA) and General
Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) requirements, services, and programs. S.F. 2B25,
sponsored by Kiscaden, establishes and
clarifies components of the long-term and
alternative care system. Authored by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), S.F. 2036
was also approved and re-referred to the
Health Care Committee. The bill modifies
MA prior authorization appeals.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Mpls. economic development bill
Members of the Jobs, Energy and Community Development Committee, chaired by
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
held a short evening meeting Wed., Mar. 30.
The panel advanced five bills before the
scheduled floor session.
S.P. 2440 authored by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), authorizes the city of Minneapolis to establish a jobs park and establishes
a tax increment financing district. The
measure was ap~roved anCl re-referred to the
Committee on Taxes and Tax Laws. A
second Kroening bill, S.P. 2360, decreasing
some itemized deductions for state income
taxes, based on income and' itemized
homestead interest of over $10,000 and
transferring the revenues to the housin~
development fund, was also approved. The
measure was sent to the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee.
Members also approved S.F. 2322,
authored by Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake) and recommended the bill
be placed on the Consent Calendar. The
bill modifies the experience requirements of
the boiler inspection division chief in the
Dept. of Labor and Industry. S.P. 2849,
authored by Novak, is a resolution memorializing the president and Congress to
maintain funding for the low-income home
energy assistance program and to continue
the program's operation in Minnesota. The
measure was advanced to the full Senate.
S.F. 1707, sponsored by Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Paul), appropriates money for a
grant to the Minnesota Humanties Commission to rehabilitate and retrofit the west
wing of the former Gillette Children's
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Hospital. The measure was sent to the
funding division.

Minimum wage bill amended
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Developf.!lent Committee, chaired by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton), met
Thurs;> Mar. 31, to process bills before the
second committee deadline.
Topping the agenda was S.P. 1944,
~onsored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul). The measure increases the minimum
wage in three annual steps. Under the bill,
the minimum wage paid by both large and
small employers increases 75 cents annually
in 1994, 1995, and 1996. After the initial
three-year period, the minimum wage would
increase by the same percentageas the
Consumer Price Index for the MinneapolisSt. Paul area.
The Senators approved an amendment to
the bill offered by ~en. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook), changing the amount of the
increase to 50 cents per year over the threeyear period. The amendment also increases
the threshold for an employer to be considered a large employer. Under the bill, to be
considered a large employer, a business must
have $500,000 or more in gross annual sales
volume. The current threshold is $362,500
in sales. The committee approved the
amendment. Another amendment",offered
by Sen. Linda Runbeck OR-Circle t'ines),
restores the tip credit, which allows an
employer to keep track of employees' tips
and pay a lower minimum wage for tipped
employees. The amendment failed on a 6-7
vote. ~.P. 1944 was approved and sent to
the Senate floor.
The committee granted approval to 17
other bills.
S.P. 2821 creates a pilot project in the
Metropolitan Area to provide shelter for
homeless persons when the temperature or
wind chill is at or below zero and available
shelters are filled. The measure, sponsored
by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), now
goes to the Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division.
S.P. 2592, sponsored by Novak appropriates $2 million from the general fund for the
remainder of the biennium for the Head
Start program. S.P. 2868, authored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), modifies
the emergency jobs program (MEED). Both
bills now go to the committee's funding
division.
S.P. 2636, ~onsored by Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DR-St. Paul), directs the
commissioner of administration to study the
regulation, oversight, and enforcement of
state laws regarding manufactured housing.
The commissioner is also to recommend to
the legislature a plan for consolidating
administrative responsibilities and enforcement of regulations for manufactured
housing and manufactured home parks. The
bill goes next to the Health Care and Family
Services Finance Division.
S.F. 1984, sponsored by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), clarifies language
governing application fees for in-park sales
of manufactured homes. The measure now
goes to the Senate floor. S.P. 1698 prohibits
mobile home Jlark operators from denying
persons over 62 the right to keep a pet dog,
cat or bird. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Paula Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake), now goes to
the Senate floor. S.F. 2778, sponsored by
Novak, requires mobile home park operators
to provide residents with a severe weather
evacuation or shelter'plan. The bill was
advanced to the full Senate.

H.F. 1859, sponsored by Anderson,
establishes penalties for landlords who fail to
provide written leases. The bill now goes to
the Senate floor.
S.F. 2285, sponsored by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township), clarifies the state's
whistleblower law by stating that employees
covered under the law include appointed
employees serving "at the pleasure" of the
employer. The law protects employees who
report violations of federal or state laws or
who refuse to violate a law. H.P. 1957,
authored by Sen. Duane Benson ORLanesboro), combines the Rochester and
Olmstead county housing and redevelopment authorities. Both Eills were advanced
to the full Senate.
S.P. 2569, authored by Kelly, authorizes
the sale of bonds for the continuation of the
neighborhood land trust program. The bond
amount is presently undetermined. The
committee aPllroved an amendment offered
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.),
regarding replacement housing for low
income housing that is displaced. Under the
amendment, when the displacement occurs
in a first class city, the replacement housing
may be provided in any municipality in the
Metropolitan Area. The bill now goes to the
committee's funding division.
S.F. 1991 requires the Metropolitan
Council to develop a plan to meet the need
for affordable housing in the Metropolitan
Area. The bill, sponsored by Novak, directs
the council to adopt rules and objectives
governing opportunities for comprehensive
choice housing. It also establishes compliance standards for communities and sets
sanctions for communities not complying
with the requirement to offer a range of
affordable housing. Under the measure,
communities not in compliance lose
homestead and agricultural credit allocations. The allocations are redistributed to
communities that are in compliance. S.F.
1991 now goes to the Senate floor.
S.P. 1808, sIl-0nsored by Sen LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), provides for
workers' compensation coverage for members
of the civil air patrol when on duty at the
request of the state, county, or a municipality. The bill was sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2466 expands the dislocated worker
program by providing that dislocated worker
agencies may make grants for targeted
training assistance to workers at risk of
dislocation. The committee adoQted an
amendment by- the bill's author, Sen. Linda
Runbeck OR-Circle Pines), that limits such
grants to live percent of the available funds.
The bill now goes to the committee's
funding division.
S.P. 2885, authored by Sen. Arlene
Lesewski OR-Marshall), creates the
governor's workforce development council to
replace the governor's job training council.
The bill now goes to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2540 also sponsored by Lesewski,
classifies information provided as part of the
application process for energy loans as nonpublic data until the loan is finalized. H.F.
1859 establishes penalties for landlords who
fail to provide a written lease. Both bills go
next to the Senate floor.
The Qanel voted to table one bill, S.P.
1875. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park), creates the
metropolitan reinvestment fund account
within the housing development fund.

Appropriations weighed
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division met Tues.,

Apr. 5, to consider the funding reguests in
ten bills. Sen. Carl Kroening tDFL-Mpls),
division chair, said the purpose of the
meeting was to review the bills so that
committee members could familiarize
themselves with the requests and begin to set
priorities. The Senators heard bills containing a total of $10 to $12 million in requests
and reviewed $1.09 million in recommendations by the governor. The division will
allocate a budget of approximately $1.5
million at a future meeting.

Jobs funding bill advances
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division held
hearings Weds., Apr. 0, and Thurs., Apr. 7,
to continue considering sUQplemental budget
requests for inclusion in S.l'. 3206, the Jobs,
Energy and Community Development
omnibus funding bill.
The {lanel, cnaired by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), revised and approved several of
the governor's supplemental budget recommendations. The panel approved $111 ,000
for funding of debt payments by the World
Trade Centerj $400,000 for the lob Skills
Partnership; $200,000 for the Minnesota
Technology, Inc. defense conversion grants
programj and $50,000 for the Occupational
Safety and Health Act match.
The committee also approved allocations
of $450,000 for S.F. 2221, sponsored by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)h,initiating first
Qhase development of the Palen corridor in
St. Paul, a l2ark for light industrial businesseSj $235,000 for S.F. 2631, sponsored by
Kroening, funding the Minnesota Youth
Programj $235,000 for develo{lment of a
Labor Interpretive Center, $100,000 for S.F.
2802, sponsored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
providing a cost of living increase for
vendors who place disaoled workersj $50,000
for S.P. 2248, authored by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson OR-New Ulm), increasing
funding for the displaced homemaker
Qrogramj $50,000 for S.F. 2592, sponsored by
~en. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
increasing. funding for the Head Start
Qrogramj :ti20,000 to the Minnesota Film
Boardj and $10,000 for S.F. 1701, authored
by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul),
funding a study of women-owned businesses.
Bills not receiving funding under the
committee's budget are S.P. 2211, sponsored
by Anderson, establishi~ a Coordinator of
International Affairsj S.F. 2352, sponsored
by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy),
establisning a Minnesota Technology, Inc.
pilot project for assisting beginning businesses in southwest Minnesotaj and S.P.
2868, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mps.), modifying the
MEED program.
The committee also reviewed S.F. 2438,
sponsored by Sen. Arlene Lesewski (IRMarshall), providing for reimbursement to
the dislocated worker fund by the state. The
bill has no immediate fiscal impact, but
would require funding in the next biennium.
The omnibus funding bill now goes to the
full Jobs, Energy and Community Development Committee.
The panel also devoted a f0rtion of the
meeting to reviewing capita bonding
reCLuests. Members heard brief explanations
of ~.F. 2107, sponsored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), alloc<J,ting :ti14.8 million for
phase I of the'proposed eXQansion of the
Minneapolis Convention Centerj S.F. 2219,
authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l.
Falls), providing $1.5 million for expanding
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the Grand RaQids Civic Center; S.F. 2310,
sponsored by Kelly, fundiflg cleanup of
contaminated land; S.F. U07, authored by
Anderson, providing $1.3 million for
rehabilitation of the Gillette Children's
Hospital in St. Paul for use by the Minnesota
Humanities Commission; and S.F. 2569,
sponsored by Sen. Randy Kelly, providing $2
million for the neighborhood land trust.
The committee will further consider the
bonding requests at a future meeting.

Judiciary Committee
Omnibus family law bill
The Senate Judiciary Committee named
S.F. 2090, autnored by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), as the vehicle for its omnibus
family law bill, Weds. afternoon, Mar. 30.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), laid the
measure over during afternoon recess.
Before recessing, the committee incorporated three measures into the omnibus family
law bill. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden's (IRRochester) bill, S.F. 1895, which expands
the list of "child's best interests," was rolled
into S.F. 2090.
Also amended into S.F. 2090 was S.F.
2271, authored by Sen. Dan Stevens (IRMora). Stevens' bill permits publication of
the names of individuals who are delinquent
in child support payments.
Lastly, the committee incorflorated S.P.
2014 into the omnibus bill. S.F. 2014,
~onsored by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul), clarifies child support issues.

Omnibus family law bill approved
The omnibus family law bill, S.F. 2090,
was approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee Weds. evening, Mar. 30. The
bill sponsored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley), modifies provisions related to the
administration and enforcement of child
support. The committee, chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
okayed the measure and advanced it to the
Senate.
Approved and rolled into the omnibus
family law bill was S.P. 2586 carried by Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.). T he measure
allows grandpar~nts, under specific circumstances, to obtam an ex parte temporary
custody order.
The committee endorsed S.F. 1938, a bill
that amends the statute dealing with the
employee's right to review personnel records.
Authored by Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake), the measure permits the
Dept. of Labor and Industry to assess
penalties of up to $5,000 for violators of the
statute. The Eill proceeds to the Senate
floor.
S.F. 2247, carried by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), was also al'proved by the
members and sent to the Senate. By
expanding the scope to include all agricultural operations, not just family farms, the
bill changes the law on nuisance liability.
Furthermore, the definition of "expanded or
significantly altered" is specified as "an
expansion by at least 25 percent" of a crop
grown or the animals kept by a farm.
The omnibus data practices bill, S.F. 2079,
sponsored by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFLCass Lake), was re-referred to the Finance
Committee. Finn's bill covers privacy aspects
of the collection and dissemination of data.
The measure clarifies that privately paid for
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data submitted to the rural finance authority
by businesses seeking financial assistancebis
nonpublic. Additionally) S.F. 2079 prohi its
a videotape seller from disclosing personal
information he or she requests of customers.
The last measure reviewed by the committee was S.P. 1133, authored by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota). Known as the landfill
clean up bill, S.F. 1133 establishes a program
for closed landfills and provides a voluntary
bur-out option for insurance cOIT!Panies. The
bil was re-referred to the Rules Committee.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
County provisions approved
The Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
f!Pproved a bill that modifies Hennepin
County personnel policies during the
committee's Thurs., Mar. 30, meeting.
S.F. 2858 sponsored by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls. I, allows the county to expand its
list of eligible candidates for a position from
seven to 20, provides for seasonal appointments of up to nine months in any 12-month
period, removes some court positions from
unclassified county service, and limits the
use of administrative and grievance processes. The bill was approved and re-referred
to the Consent Calendar.
The committee had also jJlanned to hear
H.F. 228, an annexation bill sponsored by
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy). An
amendment to the bill was to be offered,
reflecting an agreement on some provisions
that representatives of municipalities and
townships had reached. While the components of the amendment were presented,
copies of the language were unavailable.
Final consideration of the amendment was
set aside until the committee's next meeting.

Target Center bill heard
The flroposal allowing the Metropolitan
Sports Facility Commission (MSFC) to buy
tne Target Center was presented to the
Metropolitan and Local Government
Committee, Wed. evening, Mar. 30. The
committee, chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins,
also approved an amendment to an annexation bill clarifying the procedures municipalities are to use when they consider land
annexation.
Calling it a fair and equitable way to
preserve a state resource, Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) presented S.F. 2725,
which lays out the process for the MSFC to
buy the sports arena. That process,
Pogemiller said, is the result of ongoing
negotiations between the owners of the
arena and public officials.
Under the bill, the MSFC can request that
the Metropolitan Council issue revenue
bonds to allow the commission to buy the
Target Center. Before the bond sale can
occur, a number of conditions must be met,
including requirements that commission and
both the professional basketball team and
the league reach a 30-year lease agreement,
that the MSFC either acquire or nave the
rights to the arena's title and title to the land
it sits on, and that the mechanisms are in
place to ensure that revenue will be generated to pay the debt service and operate the
arena.
To contribute to that revenue flow, the

bill requires that the sports facilities
commission impose a 10-percent tax on
admission to the arena, as currently exists on
tickets to Metrodome events, and a minimum $1 surcharge per ticket.
The bill also provides that the MSFC is
permitted to sell the condominium interests,
separating the arena's health club to be
separated from the arena and operated as an
independent organization. The city of
Minneapolis involvement in the revenue
provisions includes an agreement to forego
its property tax receipts on the health club,
and to impose a liquor lodging, and
restaurant tax that wilt take ettect only when
it is determined that revenues are insufficient to make the debt service payments.
The Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission (MASC) would receive about $700,000
from a health club tax each year. In return,
the MASC may enter into a lease agreement
with the sports facilities commission for use
of both the Metrodome and the Target
Center for its events. The net proceeds from
those events are applied to the debt service
of whichever facility is being used.
Other provisions require the MSFC to
attempt to secure a professional hockey team
as a tenant in the arena, and prevent the city
from imposing additional entertainment
taxes on Target Center tickets.
Pogemiller said the bill is structured so
that the revenue used to buy and operate the
arena will come from fees paid by those who
use the arena. He added that property taxes
would not be used to support the purchase of
the arena or its operation.
After reviewing the bill, testimony from
both sides of the issue was presented.
Supporters of the proposal, representing the
negotiating team, the city; and employees of
downtown restaurants and hotels, all urged
aPl'roval of the bill.
Calling th.e proposal both prudent and
responsible, Minneapolis Mayor Sharon
Sayles Belton encouraged the committee to
support the bill in order to preserve the
nearly new 700 jobs that have been created
in the district near the Target Center since
the arena opened. She added that the arena
has also contributed to increased property
values in the Warehouse District, and that it
has helped generate an additional $4.7
million in income and sales tax revenue each
year.
Arguing that the issue was not one of
economic development but of the city and
state responding to special interests, several
Minneapolis residents expressed their
opposition to the bill.
Richard Breitman, organizer of the "Don't
Target Us" campaign, said that public
funding should not be used to support the
arena and that private businesses, which
have a vested interest in both the basketball
team and the arena, should be eXJ2ected to
take over the team and facility. He also
expressed a belief that the arena's current
owners are looking for a way out from under
the debt they have incurred. Others argued
that public funds could be better used on
neignborhood and youth programs, and that
the sports facilities commission should not
be allowed to buy the arena until it determines what will be done with the Met
Center in Bloomington.
The committee took no action on S.F.
2725.
The panel did approve an amendment to
H.F. 228, sponsored by Sen. Jim Vickerman
(DFL-Tracy), clarifying a number of
annexation provisions. The amendment to

the bill, offered by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), includes provisions limiting
60-acre annexations to areas not presently
served by public sewer facilities, providing a
five-year phase-in of taxes on property that
municipalities annex, and requiring annexation orders to be issued within one year
from the date the first hearing was held. The
committee had discussed the amendment
earlier, but was delayed in taking action.
The bill, as amended, was approved and sent
to the Senate floor.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Fuel tax indexing
The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee met
Wed., Mar. 30, to review a transportation
funding bill, the MinnesotaCare bill, and
two other bills. The committee is chaired by
Sen. Douglas lohnson (DFL-Cook).
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
presented a transportation funding bill. S.P.
2097 indexes the tax on gasoline and other
special fuels to rise with inflation. According to Langseth, the bill sets a maximum of 1
cent per gallon per year. Other provisions in
the bill appropriate funds to various projects
and transit systems throughout the state.
Langseth said that additional funds are
needed in order to upgrade and maintain
highways and roads and maintain transit
funding. The bill was approved and sent to
the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2192, MinnesotaCare, is sponsored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). Berglin
said that the tax portion of the bill exempts
the health care provider from tax payments
received by resident health care providers
and pharmacies for medical supplies
appliances, equipment, and leg~nd drugs
delivered outside Minnesota. Kurt Johnson,
representing the governor, testified that an
amendment proposed by Berglin is a
compromise on an issue of funding. According to Johnson, the amendment allows
continued enrollment at a decelerated rate
so that a provision in the bill halting
enrollment when funding deficits reach a
certain level does not kick in. Johnson
asked what the governor believes will be the
necessary source of revenue for
MinnesotaCare. K. Johnson replied that the
governor recognizes a need for expanded
tunding, but does not feel the source can
adequately be determined in this session.
The bill was laid over for future discussions
on funding.
Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan)
presented S.F. 1899, a bill establishing a
special tax service district in Eagan. According to Wiener, the district is located in the
Cederville area and the special service
district status is needed for development and
enhancement. The bill was approved and
sent to the Consent Calendar. S.F.2476,
authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Duluth),
creates a Nashwauk ambulance district in
order to impose a property tax totalling no
more than ~25,000 a year to discharge
operating costs of the current emergency
health transportation system. The bill was
aPl;Jroved and sent to the Consent Calendar.
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) outlined
S.F. 1857, a bill extending agricultural
homestead treatment to property occupied
by the father or mother of the property
owner1 as well as to sons or daughters of the
owner s spouse. The bill was approved and
sent to die Senate floor. S.F. 1821, authored
by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul),
authorizes the Metropolitan Council to
establish a housing bond credit enhancement

Rrogram. The bill was approved and sent to
the Consent Calendar. A bill authored by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
authorizes the city of Hopkins to establish a
housing improvement area where housing
improvements are made and paid for from
the Rroceeds of fees imposed within the area.
The bill was approved and sent to the Senate
floor. Sams presented S.P. 1976, a bill
making clear that property of a trustee,
beneficiary or grantor of a trust may be
classified as a homestead if it meets the
re~uirements for homestead treatment. The
bill was ~proved and sent to the Senate
floor. S.l:<'. 2106 provides that a levy made by
the city of Minneapolis for a contribution to
the Minneapolis teacher's retirement fund is
treated as a special taxing district levy. The
bill, authored by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFLMpls.), was approved and passed to the
Consent Calendar.
A bill allowing municipalities to issue
bonds for airport improvements without an
election if die issuance is approved by a vote
of 60 percent of the members of a joint
operating board and governing board, was
aRProved and sent to the Senate floor. The
bill is authored by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato). Johnson presented S.F.
2205, a bill authorizing the Duluth City
Council to issue general obligation bonds of
up to $4 million to pay for improvements to
the Duluth Entertainment Convention
Center. The bill was aQQroved and sent to
the Senate floor. S.F. 2329 provides for a
tax exemption for attached machinery and
other personal property that is part ot a
cogeneration s~tem meeting certain
requirements. The proJlosal, authored by
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury), was
approved and sent to the Senate floor.

Waiver of rules
The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee met
Thur;J Mar. 31, to discuss several bills left
over trom an earlier meeting. The committee is chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook).
S.F. 2142, sponsored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), makes
housekeeping changes in the laws governing
the Board ot Government Innovation and
Cooperation. According to Reichgott Junge,
the board was established last year to grant
waivers of rules or temporary exemptions of
state procedural laws to agencies ot local
government. The bill was approved and sent
to the Senate floor.
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) presented S.P. 2154. According to Berg, the
proposal allows the commissioner ot natural
resources to enter into cooperative farming
agreements for the purpose of wildlife and
plant management. Berg said that these
agreements would not be treated as leases for
tax purposes. The bill was approved and sent
to the Consent Calendar.
A bill appropriating money to the city of
St. Paul to reimbursed the city for unpaid
assessments against real property owned by
the state was laid over. According to the
author, Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.Paul),
the reimbursements are paid only for
property that includes a structure that has a
value ot at least 75 percent of the value of
the entire parcel.
S.F. 2613 changes procedural requirements
relating to .l2etitions objecting_to pro£erty tax
increases. The author, Sen. Harold Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cabs Lake) said that under the
bill, petitions must be filed in the district
court by Mar. 15 of the Rayable year.
Currently, petitions are due by May 15. The

bill was approved and sent to the Senate
floor. Finn presented S.P. 2705 a bill
providing diat landing and public access
areas of some airports be classified as 2b
property. According to Finn, the result is a
reduced tax class rate that would normally be
calculated as commercial land for tax
purposes. The bill affects private airports
open to the public. S.F. 2705 was apRroved
and recommended to be included in the
omnibus tax bill.

MinnesotaCare appr0ved
The MinnesotaCare implementation bill
and three other bills were granted approval
by the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee,
chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFLCook) at a Tues., Mar. 5, meeting.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) continued
Qresentation of S.F. 2192. According to
13erglin, the bill implements universal health
care provisions for the citizens of Minnesota.
Several amendments to the proposal were
adopted. Johnson proposed an amendment
to the bill adding a provision requiring a
proposed study on the cost of health care to
look into funding MinnesotaCare with
income or payroll taxes. Johnson said that
the bill requires a revenue source that is fair
and equitable. The amendment was
adopted. Berglin proposed an amendment
making individuals with monthly income of
at least $767 or households with no children
with monthlY income of more than $1025
ineligible. The amendment was adopted.
Sen. phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington)
offered an amendment to bill allowing a two
percent rebate on the tax of the amount of
expenses pharmacies are unable to collect
from a third party purchaser. The amendment was adopted. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake) proposed an amendment
reversing a tax on a tax paid by providers.
Finn said that currently, providers assess a
two percent collection tax and then are
taxed again based on gross receipts. The
amendment failed. The bill was approved as
amended and re-referred to the Health Care
Committee.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
outlined S.P. 2067, a bill authorizing video
lottery machines at establishments serving
intoxicating liquor, 3.2 IJercent malt liquor,
or licensed bingo halls. Bertram offered an
amendment stripping away most of the bill
except for a 17 member advisory council on
video lottery. According to Bertram, the
council must study the economic and social
effects of video lottery in other states and
reports its findings to the Legislature.
Bertram said that with the amendment,
Minnesota is not opening the door to
increased gambling opportunities without
knowing the positive and negative effects.
The amendment was not adopted. Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR-Northtield) proposed
an amendment calling for the submission to
voters a constitutional amendment prohibiting any' type of gambling in the state.
Neuville stated that the citizens should have
the opportunity to decide if the state should
gpen up gambling or shut it down entirely.
The amendment also failed. George
Anderson, director of the Minnesota State
Lottery, testified that other states using the
video lottery system, such as North Dakota,
have found it to be economically profitable
with few negative social ramifications. After
a long discussion on the future of gambling
in Minnesota in relation to the possible
imfacts of the bill, Bertram requested the
bil be tabled.
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) pre-
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sented S.F. 2558, a bill authorizing the use of
Imll tab disRensing machines. According to
Berg, the bill allows the Gambling Control
Board to select a machine for the purRose of
automatic distribution of pull tabs ana,
establishes a gambling advisory committee to
review the current ana future gambling
operations in Minnesota. The committee
discussed a section in the bill that adjusts the
computation of the pull tab and tip board
tax. Berg said that currently the operators of
such games are unjustly taxed and the
section corrects that error. The provision
results in a $5.9 million reduction in state
revenue in the current biennium. Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope)
amended the bill to change the effective
date of the section to July,)995 rather than
July, 1994. According to Keichgott Junge,
the tax revenue is not attached to any
specific area in the state budget, thus it is
improper to have the correction take effect
prior to compensating for the loss. Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) proposed
the deletion of the section, saying that
reducing such a large amount of revenue in
fiscally tight times is improper. The
Pogemiller amendment failed. King Wilson,
a representative of Allied Charities of
Minnesota, testified that the machines
proposed are safe; reliable machines that
allow charities whO can not afford to pay a
person to sell tabs, to raise funds. The bill
was approved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee. Reichgott Junge moved to
reconsider the bill to expana the role of the
gambling advisory board created in the bill
to include video lottery in order to collect
the information requested by Bertram in S.F.
2067. The bill was reconsidered and the
amendment by Reichgott lunge adopted.
S.P. 2006, authored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), provides
for a revised permit system for alternate fuel
vehicles. According to Chmielewski the
proposal establishes permit fees based on
vehicle weight. The permit system is
designed to compensate for lost gasoline tax
revenue. The fee, said Chmielewski ranges
from $141 to $420 per year. The bil l was
'!PProv~d and re-referred to the Finance
Committee.
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn)
presented S.P. 2590. Beckman said the bill
provides for the reduction in aid paid by the
state to the 57,counties emcompassing five
judicial districts. According to Beckman, the
state takes over payment for the public
defenders services for juvenile and misdemeanor cases. S.P. 2590 was approved and
re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Omnibus tax bill
The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Property Taxes, met Wed., Mar. 6, to discuss
and approve the property tax articles for the
omnibus tax bill. The subcommittee is
chaired by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.).
In the general property tax section, a
homestead provision clarifies that property
of a beneficiary, grantor of a trust l or trustee
is eligible for receiving homestead credits if
all conditions relating to the credit are met.
Agricultural homestead provisions are also
extended to the father or mother of a
relative. Petitions objecting to property
taxes may be dismissea in cases where the
petitioner does not submit required information. A provision clarifies the "this old
house" valuation exclusions by calculating
the age of a house based on the number of
years it has been at the current site.
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The property tax refund provision calls for
property tax statements to include the
aRPropriate parcel identification number.
Also required is a mailed, separate second
half statement, including a target tax
amount due for the second half. The
homeowner property tax refund schedule is
altered to increase the maximum refund
available starting in 1995. Property tax
refund returns must be filed by May 15,
instead of Au£ust 15. The provision assesses
a $10 fee for late filing. Refunds ofproperty
taxes are deducted from second halt taxes
due, rather than returned separately. The
provision also deletes a spouse from eligibility for the relative homestead provision.
The local government trust fund (LGTF)
is eliminated on July 1\ 1995, under the local
government aid {LGAj section of the bill.
The formula for calculating LGA is altered
to include a needs increase percentage.
Under the formula, cities that transferred
funds to sewer and water funds in excess of
taxes levied for the projects, receive an
increase in aid. The provision also creates a
family preservation aid fund for counties.
The aid is directed based on one half of each
county's portion payable of statewide
averages of out of home placement children
in 1991 and 1992 and one half based on the
county's portion of statewide aid to families
with dependent children (AFDC) caseload.
In fisca year 1996, community social service
aid (CS~A) will be multiplied by the greater
of one or one plus the percentage increase in
the implicit price deflator for local and state
government purchases.
The tax increment financin£ (TIF)
section of the bill includes a change in the
duration limits for TIF. Currently, an eight
year maximum is established for economic
development. The bill calls for a 25 year
maximum. Current authorization for TIF
districts in cities with a population of less
than 5,000 to assist commercial or retail
development is eliminated. The cinr of
Minneapolis is allowed to create a TIF
district for the purpose of economic development and renewal in the Seward South
urban renewal area. The Metropolitan
Council is authorized to create a housing
bond credit enhancement program. The
council may guarantee up to $20 million in
bonds for the purpose of housing development for low income families and elderly.
The Cross Lake area's request for a sewer
and water district is granted under a
provision in the bill. A board to administer
the district is also authorized and given the
power to levy special assessments. A
provision in the bill eliminates the
Chisholm/HibbinlLAirport Commission and
replaces it with a Chisholm/Hibbing Airport
Authority. The authority is able to request
that the surrounding cities issue city backed
general obligation bonds.

Transportation and Public
Transit
Light rail bill tabled
A bill authorizing $10 million in bond
proceeds for final design of light rail transit
in the central corridor between Mpls. and St.
Paul was tabled at the Thurs., Mar. 31,
meeting of the Transportation and Public
Transit Finance Division. S.F.2734,
authored by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.),
specifies that the appropriation is only
available as matching funds for federal
dollars. Division members raised questions

about the measure and, on a voice vote, laid
the bill on the table.
In other action, the panel, chaired by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), advanced
two additional bills. S.F. 1866, authored by
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul),
approRriates bond proceeds for the environmental impact statement for the Wakota
Bridge on 1-494. The measure was rereferred to the Finance Committee. S.F.
2859, authored by Langseth, increases
funding for emergency management staffing
and state patrol radio communication
consolidation. The measure also requires
quarterly reports on the mix of state road
construction appropriations. The bill was
sent to the ful committee.

Public safety funding bill
The Transportation and Public Transit
Committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), met
Tues., AQr. 5, to approve S.P. 2859, the
Dept. of Public Safety supplemental
<lpproJlriation bill. The 6ill, sponsored by
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
includes appropriations from the General
Fund of $J.Y million for the state's share of
the costs under the Presidential Disaster
Declaration for the 1993 summer floods and
$74,000 for three regional office support
positions for the State Patrol. The bill also
includes two State Patrol items from the
Trunk Highway Fund. The first is a savings
of $408,000 by the State Patrol's radio
communication consolidation in FY 1994;
the second is an increase of $525,000 in FY
1995 for maintaining full staffing at the ten
State Patrol communication centers. The
Senators approved two amendments. The
first, offered by Sen. Tim Vickerman (DFLTracy) requires the Dept. of Public Safety to
report to the legislature on the usage of the
Minnesota state patrol for traffic escort
services when a s~cial permit is required for
over-sized loads. The second, offered by
Langseth, requires Class C drivers' licenses
to have a space for the applicant's Social
Security number, which may be printed on
the license at the request of the applicant.
The committee then aRProved the bill as
amended and forwarded it to the Finance
Committee.

Tuesday, April 5
Gaming ad ban debated
A bill banning all gambling advertising
sparked considerable aebate at the Tues.,
Apr. 5, floor session. S.F. 935, carried by
Sen. Thomas Neuville OR-Northfield),
prohibits the state lottery and the various
casinos from advertising in newspapers, or on
radio and T.V. Current law prohi6its
charitable gaming advertising. Neuville said
that the advertising ban is aimed at "putting
everyone on a level playing field" ana at
lessening the rate at which people succumb
to compulsive gambling.
Debate centered primarily on the constitutional argument that banning the advertisements impinges on free speech and on the
argument that the way to reduce compulsive
gambling is to ban gaming rather than the
advertisements. Neuville countered the
constitutional argument with the example of
the current ban on tobacco advertising and
said that because gaming is an activity that
could be banned, the courts have held that
the advertising of the activity may be
banned. He said that gaming ads are in the

category of "commercial" speech and are
subject to regulation. Sen. Kevin Chandler
(DFL-White Bear Lake) argued that by
tryin& to "put everyone on a level playing
field! the constitutional argument becomes
valid because the bill is aimed at only part of
the gaming industry.
Neuville also argued that reducing the
exposure of individuals to gaming! through
advertising, the number of individuals who
become compulsive gamblers may be
reduced. "The main reason is to get a grip
ongambling," he said.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
offered an amendment deleting several
sections of the bill but leaving the ban on
advertising by the state lottery. After
debating the amendment, members of the
Senate voted 36-29 to adopt the provision.
As a result, Neuville progressed the bill,
delaying any further action on the measure.

Wednesday, April 6
Flag bill gains
A resolution urging the U.S. Congress to
propose an amendment to the U.S. Constitution specifying that Congress and the
states have the power to prohibit the
physical desecration of the flag sparked
considerable debate at the Wed., Apr. 6,
floor session. H.F. 1880, sponsored by Sen.
Jim Vickerman, was granted preliminary
passage on the General Orders Calendar on
51-14 roll call vote.
Vickerman said that the resolution has
already been ~proved in 38 states. Sen.
Bob Lessard (UK-Int'l. Falls) argued in
support of the measure saying that the
majority of citizens find flag burning_
objectionable. Sen. Allan Spear (DFLMpls.) countered that "the issue is not

whether you are for or against flag
burning...no one is for flag burning bur it is a
form of political speech protected by the
constitution." Spear also said that' a vote
for the measure is an invitation to tinker
with the Bill of Rights." He added "It is not
a few sqare feet of cloth that people fight and
die for but the ideas represented by'- the
symbol." Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-!'ridley)
also opposed the resolution and said
"America is strong because we do allow
RF.otest." However, Sen. Dean Johnson ORWillmar), responded that the measure
should be approved because of the importance of symbols in our society. and that
votin& for the resolution was' the right thing
to do.'

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar~~March 31S.F. 1483-Marty: Changes requirements and procedures for voter registration and absentee voting. 54-0
H.F. 1964-Larson: Insurance solvency. Regulates reinsurance, loss reserve certifications, annual audits and annual statements. Regulates
guaranty association coverages and modifies the incorporation requirements of domestic mutuals. 53-0
H.F. 1914-Metzen: Removes the geographical limitation contained in the definition of reciprocating state for purposes of reciprocal
interstate banking and reciprocal interstate savings and loan acquisitions and branching. 55-0
H.F. 1934-Finn: Modifies provisions for organization and operation of business corporations. 56-0
H.F. 1886-Larson: Regulates insurers, investments, rehabilitations and liquidations, policy loans and alternative coverage mechanisms. 57-0
S.F. 2262-Sams: Removes notice requirements for on-site inspections by town boards. 57-0
S.F. 1832-Bertram: Authorizes towing after 12 hours advance notice of restricted parking in cities with a population under 50,000.48-10
S.F. 1662-Piper: Adoyts the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act. 59-0
S.F. 1702-Reichgott Junge: Directs the commissioner of commerce to conduct a study of the Minnesota pawnbroker industry. 58-2
S.F. 1774-Hanson: Permits amber strobe lights on rural mail carrier vehicles. 60-0

Bills granted final passage on the Consent CalendarnMarch 3l.
H.F. 2487-Benson, D.D.: Authorizes towns in Olmsted County to adopt and enforce the state building code. 61-0
S.F. 1918-Belanger: Makes it murder in the first degree to cause the death of a local correctional guard. 61-0
S.F. 1616-Chandler: Establishes a private cause of action for abandonment of hazardous waste. 60-0
S.F. 2345-Vickerman: Modifies provisions relating to foreign medical school graduates. 59-0
S.F. 2135-Sams: Modifies provisions regarding county community social service plans. 58-1
SH.F. 2210-Knutson: Regulates the classification and release of Dept. of Commerce data relating to complaints and classifies Social Security
numbers as private. 61-0
S.F. 2255-Luther: Requires the commissioner of commerce to conduct a study of pollution coverage in farm liability policies. 62-1
S.F. 1930-Betzold: Dept. of Human Services technical bill. 62-0
H.F. 2435-Belanger: Changes procedures concerning abandoned animals. 62-0
H.F. 2679-Langseth: Modifies provisions relating to hobby boilers and show engines. 63-0
S.F. 1764-Betzold: Allows probation and parole agencies and child support enforcement agencies access to vehicle registration and
identification information. 61-0
S.F. 2671-Lessard: Permits the Itasca County Board to submit a question to nonbinding referendum. 62-1
S.F. 2011-S010n: Provides for simulated elections for minors. 60-2
S.F. 2464-Pogemiller: Authorizes the purchase of prior service credit in the Public Employees Retirement Association by an employee of the
city of Minneapolis. 58-5
S.F. 2572-Krentz: Clarifies the effect of a record of conviction of specific crimes on disqualification in connection with some human services
licenses; strengthens provisions concerning residential treatment programs and modifies child abuse reporting requirements. 63-0
S.F. 2468-Finn: Allows local road authorities to remove beaver dams and lodges near public roads. 60-0
H.F. 2178-}ohnson, D.E.: Authorizes the private sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public water in Meeker County. 60-3
S.F. 2672-Day: Provides for an exemption from eductional requirements for county coroners. 60-2
S.F 1959-Stumpf: Authorizes the puolic sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public water in Roseau County. 64-0
S.F. 2491-Bertram: Authorizes the public sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public water in Stearns County. 62-0
S.F. 2246-Murphy: Authorizes the exchange of state lands in Wabasha and Fillmore Counties. 57-0
S.F. 2071-Pappas: Provides for the coordination of sales tax schedules for the state and the city of St. Paul. 57-0
S.F. 2579-Cnandler: Provides a civil remedy for injury to business reputation or dilution of quality of a mark and provides grounds for
injunctive relief. 64-0
S.F. 2582-Reichgott Junge: Extends the protections contained in the mortgage clause of the standard fire insurance policy to contract for
deed vendors. 62-0
S.F. 1862-Riveness: Increases the membership of the Job Skills Partnership Board. 64-0
S.F. 2503-Krentz: Conforms powers held by counties over county highways to those held by counties over county state-aid highways. 63-0
H.F. 2187-Stevens: Authorizes the sale oflands in Mille Lacs County to resolve a trespass situation. 61-0
H.F. 2675-Lessard: Authorizes the public sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public waters in Aitkin County. 62-0
S.F. 2431-Neuville: Modifies administrative subpoena requirements for county attorneys. 61-0
S.F. 2422-Finn: Modifies provisions for enforcement of civil actions relating to burial grounds. 62-0
S.F. 2462-Terwilliger: Dept. of Employee Relations housekeeping bill. 61-0
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H.F. 2035-0liver: Clarifies the legislative intent to require maintenance of bonds until license renewal for residential building contractors
and remodelers and requires recovery fund fee Rroration. 60-0
S.F. 27l0-Solon: Modifies provisions relating to lead abatement. 60-0
S.F. 2455-Berglin: Requires payment rates paid to community health clinics by a prepaid health plan to equal the Medical Assistance rates
that would be paid directly to the clinics by the commissioner of human services. 60-1
S.F. 2598-Pogemiller: Authorizes the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to transfer conveyed land to the Minnesota Dept. of
Transportation. 61-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage....April 5.
S.F. 2073-Pappas: Dept. of Revenue technical bill. 59-0.

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar....April5.
S.F. 2241-Pogemiller: Clarifies the definition of targeted neighborhood in a community resources program and clarifies the procedures that
may be used by the city of Mpls. in assessing special assessments. 66-0
H.F. 2248-Benson, D.D.: Changes pesticide posting requirements. 65-1
S.F. 2303-Pappas: Requires persons age 55 or over to complete a refresher course in accident prevention in order ot remain eligible for a
reduction in car insurance rates. 60-5

Bills granted final passage on the Consent Calendar....April5.
H.F. 2665-Johnson, J.B.: Adds lands to specific state parks, converts some recreation areas to state parks, deletes land from a recreation
area, combines a trail and some waysides into a recreation area and abolishes a state park. 64-0
H.F. 2622-Lessard: Authorizes the Dept. of Natural Resources to sell state land in Itasca and St. Louis Counties. 64-0
H.F. 2692-Samuelson: Authorizes the sale of state land in Crow Wing County to resolve an encroachment situation. 66-0
H.F. 2309-Johnson, J.B.: Changes the highway description for the Cambridge bypass. 65-0
S.F. 2267-Samuelson: Authorizes title insurance companies governed by Chap. 68A, or their appointed agents to execute certificates of
release of mortgages. 64-0
S.F. 1825-Finn: Restricts the venue for manufactured home repossession actions to the county in which the home is located. 65-0
S.F. 1793-Samuelson: Provides for the registration by title in cases of termination of a time-share interest. 64-0
H.F. 2634-Chmielewski: Requires notice of requirements for appealing town road damage awards to be in understandable language. 65-0
H.F. 1913-Kelly: Authorizes the St. Paul Police consolidation account to pay refunds to the estates of specific deceased police officers. 64-1
H.F. 1881-Murphy: Authorizes specific officers Red Wing to elect retirement coverage by the public employees police and fire fund. 64-0
S.F. 2588-Lessard: Changes notice requirements for sales of tax-forfeited lands and modifies a provision on leasing tax-foreited lands. 65-0
H.F. 2314-Terwilliger: Amends various statutes to be consistent with recent law relating to the distribution of reports and materials. 64-0
H.F. 1186-Wiener: Adds cross references for existing civil penalties for littering. 66-0
H.F. 2330-Betzold: Authorizes Anoka County to sell tax-forfeited land by' sealed bid. 66-0
H.F. 2086-Lesewski: Abandons judicial ditch number 37 in Redwood and Lyon Counties. 64-0
S.F. 1899-Wiener: Provides for the establishment of a sp~cial service district in the city of Eagan. 62-0
S.F. 2476-Lessard: Authorizes the establishment of the Nashwauk Area Ambulance District. 65-0
S.F. 2277-Merriam: Authorizes the MWCC to enter into agreements to implement total watershed management. 65-0

Bills granted preliminary passage on General Orders....April5
H.F. 2373-Stumgf: Modifies provisions relating to wheat and barley promotion orders and the payment and refund of checkoff fees.
H.F. 2646-Moe, R.D.: Expands the restricted seed potato growing area.
S.F. 1896-Pappas: Includes transportation matters relating to the Metro Area in the state transportation plan and development guide.
S.F. 1848-Solon: Regulates real estate trust accounts, clarifies a definition for purposes of licensing real estate appraisers and regulates dual
agency disclosure.
S.F. 2297-Pogemiller: Eliminates combined precincts but authorizes a combined polling place under the same conditions, provides that a
precinct with fewer than 10 voters may combine with another precinct, adds three years to the time precinct boundaries may be
changed and limits precinct boundary changes close to an election.
H.F. 1890-Stumpf: Allows Lake of the Woods County to forgive the amount owed on a contract for deed.
S.F. 1903-Bertram: Increases the extent of authorized state participation in the rural finance authority loan restructuring program and
repeals the authorization for the commissioner of finance to issue bonds to assist agricultural-industrial facilities in Detroit Lakes.
H.F. 2362-Reichgott Junge: Changes the definition of a potentially dangerous dog to include private property other than the dog's owner's
property and changes the identification tag requirements for a dangerous dog.

Bills given preliminary passage on General Orders....April 6.
S.F. 1593-Ranum: Eliminates the defense of mistake of age or consent for persons who are prosecuted for a prostitution offense.
S.F. 1741-Merriam: Allows nonresidents to take rough fish by harpooning.
S.F. 1740-Knutson: Requires the Metro Council to study housing redevelopment and rehabilitation costs and benefits and requires local
governments in the seven-county Metro Area to cooperate with the Metro Council for purposes of the study.
S.F. 2551-Solon: Establishes the powers and duties of the board of directors of trusts of Miller-Dwan Hospital in the establishment,
administration, management, maintenance, improvement and financing of the hospital.
H.F. 1936-Johnson, D.J.: Requires return to the water offish snagged in Lake Superior and tributaries.
H.F. 1880-Vickerman: A resolution memorializing the Congress of the United States to propose an amendment to the United States
Constitution, for ratification py the states, specifying that Congress and the states shall have the power to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United States.
S.F. 1759-Betzold: Requires a study of the need for training of correctional staff regarding mental health needs of inmates and requires a
study of the need for training of correctional staff regarding HIV/AIDS issues.
H.F. 1928-Stumpf: Authorizes special license plates for vehicles owned by volunteer ambulance drivers.
S.F. 1816-Krentz: Reinstates the regulations related to personal transportation service providers.
S.F. 2099-Larson: Requires the Dept. of Transportation to accept competitive design-build bids for nonvehicular bridges on pedestrian and
bicycle paths.
S.F. 1694-Betzold: Modifies procedures relating to administering intrusive mental health treatment to persons committed as mentally ill and
dangerous under the Civil Commitment Act.
S.F. 2465-Lesewski: Modifies provisions relating to some Dept. of Jobs and Training contracts.
S.F. 584-Krentz: Protects citizens and organizations from civil lawsuits for exercising their rights of public participation in government.
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Calendar~~April6
H.F. 2306-Flynn: Provides that a levy for a contribution to the Minneapolis Teachers Retirement Fund Association is a special taxing
district levy for property tax truth in taxation purposes. 64-0
H.F. 2562-Chandler: Modifies experience requirements for the labor and industry boiler inspection division chief. 61- 1
S.F. 2066-Hanson: Authorizes the sale of tax-forfeited lands that border public water or natural wetlands in Anoka County. 63-0
S.F. 2154-Berg: Clarifies requirements relating to fish manure from aquatic farms, expands the scope of cooperative farming agreements on
hunting, game refuge, or wildlife management lands and exempts agreements from treatment as leases for tax purposes. 65-0
S.F. 2348-Spear: Clarifies the appropriate committees to which reports are to be directed. 65-0
H.F. 2772-Metzen: Establishes a pilot project in the Dept. of Human Services and the Dept. of Transportation to permit the waiver of rules
governing the colassified and unclassified service of the state by joint committees. 64-0
S.F. 2690-Chmielewski: Township mutual fire insurance companies to issue policies in combination with the policies of other insurers. 65-0

Bills granted final passage on the Consent

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar n April6.
H.F. 2373-Stumpf: Modifies provisions relating to wheat and barley promotion orders and the payment and refund of checkoff fees. 64-1
H.F. 2646-Moe, R.D.: Expands the restricted seed potato growing area. 65-0
S.F. 1896-Pappas: Includes specific transportation matters relating to the Metropolitan Area in the state transportation plan and
development guide. 56-\)
S.F. 2297 -PogemilIer: Eliminates combined precincts but authorizes a combined polling place under the same conditions, provides that a
precinct with fewer than 10 voters may combine with another precinct, adds three years to the time precinct boundaries may be
changed and limits precinct boundary changes close to an election. 64-0
H.F. 1890-Stumpf: Allows Lake of the Woods Conty to forgive the amount owed on a contract for deed. 65-0
S.F. 1903-Bertram: Increases the extent of authorized state participation in the rural finance authority loan restructuring program and
repeals the authorization for the commissioner of finance to issue bonds to assist agricultural-industrial facilities in Detroit Lakes. 66-0
H.F. 2362-Reichgott Junge: Changes the definition of a potentially dangerous dog to include private property other than the dog's owner's
property and changes the identification tag requirements for a dangerous dog. 65-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage~~April 6.
S.F. 1826-Mondale: Extends reporting and effective dates for radio systems planning by the Metropolitan Council and extends the
moratorium on applications for 800 megahertz channels. 62- 1
S.F. 1692-Betzold: Creates the Public Contractors' Performance and Payment Bond Act. 65-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassagenApril 7
S.F. 1911-Finn: Changes filing procedures for corporations and organizations, provides for service of process on limited partnerships and
changes requirements for filings governed by the UCc. 66-0
S.F. 1951-Johnston: Restricts insurance termination or reductions of coverage for fibrocystic conditions. 66-0

Bills granted final passage on the Consent CalendarnApril 7
H.F. 3091-Betzold: Corrects errroneous, ambiguous and omitted text and obsolete references; eliminates redundant, conflicting and
superseded provisions and make miscellaneous corrections to statutes. 66-0
H.F. 2856-Piper: Authorizes the sale of tax-forfeited lands that border public water in Mower County. 64-0
H.F. 2710-Riveness: ReCluires the commissioner of administration to report on the best way to increase electronic services to citizens. 64-0
H.F. 2936-Pappas: Provides for funding the maintenance of turnback roads in Ramsey County. 65-0
S.F. 2321-Langseth: Authorizes the sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public water in Clary and Wilkin Counties. 64-0
H.F. 985-McGowan: Modifies the public employees police and fire fund disability benefit limitation for reemployed disabilitants. 65-0
H.F. 1927-Stumpf: Authorizes a Medicare coverage referendum for a city of Karlstad hospital employee. 65-0
H.F. 2269-Stumpf: Authorizes an annuity adjustment for a specific annuitant from the Teachers Retirement Association. 60-4
H.F. 2657 -Anderson: Allows handicapped persons to receive a special state parks permit. 65-0
S.F. 862-Price: Provides for service ofprocess for alleged motor vehicle registration violations and provides a civil penalty. 62-0
H.F. 1966-Kelly: Authorizes peace officers of states aajoining Minnesota to render assistance to Minnesota peace officers on request. 63-0

Calendar~~April 7
S.F. 1593-Ranum: Eliminates the defense of mistake of age or consent for persons who are prosecuted for a prostitution offense. 64-0
S.F. 1741-Merriam: Allows nonresidents to take rough fish by harpooning. 63-1
S.F. 1740-Knutson: Requires the Metro Council to study housing redevelopment and rehabilitation costs and benefits and requires local
governments in the seven-county Metro Area to cooperate with the Metro Council for purposes of the study. 65-0
S.F. 2551-Solon: Establishes the powers and duties of the board of directors of trusts of Miller-Dwan Hospital in the establishment,
administration, management, maintenance, improvement and financing of the hospital. 63-2
H.F. 1936-Johnson, D.J.: Requires return to the water of fish snagged in LaKe Superior and tributaries. 57-3
H.F. 1880-Vickerman: A resolution memorializing the Congress of the United States to propose an amendment to the United States
Constitution, for ratification py the states, specifying that Congress and the states shall have the power to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United States. 51 -14
S.F. 1759-Betzold: Requires a study of the need for training of correctional staff regarding mental health needs of inmates and requires a
study of the need for training of correctional staff regarding HIV/AIDS issues. 62-0
H.F. 1928-Stumpf: Authorizes special license plates for vehicles owned by volunteer ambulance drivers. 61 -1
S.F. 1816-Krentz: Reinstates the regulations related to personal transportation service providers. 57-5
S.F. 2099-Larson: Requires the Dept. of Transportation to accept competitive design-build bids for nonvehicular bridges on pedestrian and
bicycle paths. 65-0
S.F. 1694-Betzold: Modifies procedures relating to administering intrusive mental health treatment to persons committed as mentally ill and
dangerous under the Civil Commitment Act. 65-0
S.F. 2465-Lesewski: Modifies provisions relating to some Dept. of Jobs and Training contracts. 65-0
S.F. 584-Krentz: Protects citizens and organizations from civil lawsuits for exercising rights of public participation in government. 64-0

Bills granted final passage on the Senate
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Monday, April 11

Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee

Wednesday, April 13

Education Committee

Chair: Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Chairs: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
8 a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F.2206-Pogemiller: Omnibus
education funding bill.

The Senate will meet at 9 a.m.
Finance Committee
Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
One hour after Session adjourns
Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Taxes and Tax Laws Committee

3 p.m. Room 318 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmation of appointments
to the Board of Animal Health: John
Howe, Joni Scheftel, Theodore Huisinga.
Confirmation of appointments to the
Minnesota Rural Finance Authority:
Marlene Malstrom, Armin Tesch.

Finance Capital Budget
Subcommittee

Governmental Operations and
Reform Committee
Chair: Sen. James Metzen
3:30 p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmations: Debra Rae
Anderson, commissioner, Dept. of
Administration. Kevin E. Johnson, chief
administrative law judge, State Office of
Administrative Hearings.

Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam
3 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: Review capital budget
recommendations from finance divisions.

Thursday, April 14
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson
4 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F.2494-Janezich: Health
care. S.F. 2558-Berglin: Abolish provider
tax. S.F. 2874-Johnson, D.J.:
MinnesotaCare - "income tax (for
discussion only). S.F. 2892-Berglin:
Changing income tax rates, repeal
provider tax.

Tuesday, April 12
Rules and Administration
Committee
Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe
7:30 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Report of the Bill Referral
Subcommittee, Rule 2.03 late bills,
personnel issues, other.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

16

Taxes and Tax Laws Committee
Chair: Sen. Douglas Johnson
3 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: H.F. 1901/S.F. 1779-Dille:
Hutchinson bonds. S.F. 2033-Bertram:
Benton County EDA. S.F. 2162-Pappas:
St. Paul special assessment. S.P. 2206Pogemiller: Ed. aids. S.F.2704-Spear:
Expanding open space valuation. S.F.
2816-Pappas: MTC bonding (tenative).
S.P. 2884-Pogemiller: Housing agency tax
exemption.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Subcommittee on Income and
Sales Tax
Chair: Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2725-Pogemiller: Target
Center bill.

Friday, April 15
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.
Additional committee hearings may be
held. Conference committees on various
spending and policy bills will be scheduled
throughout the week. Please call the
Senate Information Office at 296-0504 or
the Senate Hotline at 296-8088 for the
latest information.

T e Minn esota Sena te Wee
Floor action intensifies

With the passage of the third deadline
Fri., Apr. 8, activity shifted to daily floor
sessions and meetings of the Finance and
Taxes and Tax Laws Committees.
Lengthy floor sessions over the course of
the week saw final passage of several
controversial measures. The omnibus
supplemental budget bill, the K-12 funding
bill, the higher ed funding bill and the tax
bill were all granted final passage. The
Senate also took action on an omnibus
transpo rtation funding bill but delayed final
action until the other body completed work
on the compan ion bill. The omnibus crime
prevent ion bill, however, was tabled after
the bill was amende d to include a provision
requiring a constitu tional amendm ent
guaranteeing the right to bear arms be
placed on the ballot at the next election.
The welfare reform bill, S.F. 1758,
generated considerable debate during the
Wed. Apr. 13, floor session. A floor fight
had erupted when chief author Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) made a motion
that the Senate accept the amendm ents
made by the House and repass the bill. A
substitute motion, by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), to send the bill to a
conference commit tee failed and the bill
was tabled on the motion of Majority
Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine).
Action during the Thurs., Apr. 14, floor
session mirrored the actions of the previous
evening. Samuelson moved that the bill be
taken from the table, that the Senate
concur with the amendm ents made by the
other body and repass the bill. The
amendm ents include controversial
provisions requiring a doctor to give
informa tion to a woman seeking an
abortion 24 hours before the procedure,
requiring the Dept. of Health to design
materials that show fetal devel0f ment at
intervals from concept ion to ful term, and
allowing for civil suits by parents of minors
or the father against a doctor for failure to
get the informed consent of the woman.
Betzold made a substitute motion to send
the bill to a conference commit tee. The
Betzold motion failed on a vote of 33-34
and Samuelson's motion was approved 3433. Howeve r, Sen. Linda Runbec k ORCircle Pines), notified the Senate of her
intentio n to move for reconsideration of the
vote whereby the omnibus welfare reform
bill was granted concurr ence and repassage.

Ontario fishing bill okayed

A highligh t of the Fri., Apr. 8, floor session
was the debate over H.F. 1835, the bill
authorizing negotia tions with Ontario about

in Revi ew

Area, monitor ing of mandato ry minimu m
sentenc ing guidelines, and a 10 year felony
penalty for furnishing a gun to a minor.
The bill strength ens penalties for sexual
assault and domestic violence. In addition,
the omnibus bill improves the correctional
system's infrastructure. The author also
stated that "the long term solution to
problems lie in prevent ion" and noted the
prevent ion and early interven tion programs
included in the bill.
In response to continu ous opposition to
the ban on semi-automatic weapons in the
Metro Area, Spear presented an
amendm ent to delete the ban. The
deletion was approved.
Sen. Patrick McGow an (IR-Maple
Grove) introduc ed an amendm ent referred
to as the "three strikes and you're out"
provision, requiring a IS-year mandatory
minimu m sentenc e for third-tim e violent
offenders. McGow an stated that the
amendm ent is a "responsible approach" that
incapacitates the offenders who haven't
changed their behavio r and are dangerous
to the community. McGow an said that 90
percent of violent crime is commit ted by
people 40 years old and under, and that the
minimu m sentenc e would prevent offenders
from repeating violent crimes. Spear
strongly opposed the measure, because it
has failed to be effective in other states.
Spear said that the "three strikes and you're
out" concept is not an effective way to
utilize resources and maintai n a safe society.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
expressed concern about the cost of the
provision, totaling $233 million over the
next 15 years and requiring 730 beds.
Berglin presente d an amendm ent to the
amendm ent that provides a tax increase to
Crime bill tabled
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boundary waters fishing. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFLThief River Falls), restricts possession of
fish imported into the state from Ontario to
no more than the amount of the most
restrictive Ontario possession limit placed
on Minnesota-based anglers fishing in
Ontario border waters, unless Ontario is
equally restrict on Ontario based anglers on
the same border waters. Stumpf said that
the bill was designed to aid in negotiations
with the provinc e because Ontario has put
more and more restrictions on Minnes ota
residents.
Merriam offered an amendm ent to delete
the language in the bill and repeal existing
law (which prohibits the transpo rt of
filleted fish). Stumpf argued that the
amendm ent defeated the purpose of the bill
and weakened the negotia ting stance with
Ontario . The amendm ent failed on a 28-28
roll call vote.
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook)
successfully offered an amendm ent to limit
the restrictions in the bill to Rainy Lake
and Lake of the Woods because the Ontario
governm ent has placed the restrictions on
those two lakes. The amendm ent was
adopted 48-2. Merriam offered another
amendm ent to allow an excepti on for the
tranpor t into Minnes ota of one trophy fish.
The amendm ent was adopted on a voice
vote. A third amendm ent, offered by
Merriam, allows the governor to waive the
application of the restrictions if the
negotiations are successful. The
amendm ent was adopted and the bill was
granted final passage on a 35-16 roll call
vote.
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Crime Prevention
Corrections bonding approved
Capital budget recommendations for
corrections were reviewed by the Crime
Prevention Finance Division on Tues.,
Apr. 12. The committee, chaired by Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn) heard
suggestions from Commissioner of
Corrections Frank Wood on how to
reduce Dept. of Corrections appropriations by $1.9 million. The revised
amount totals $69.9 million.
Projects include the conversion of the
Moose Lake correctional facility, expansion of the Faribault regional treatment
center, and funding for regional juvenile
centers. Funding consists of grants for
juvenile centers and for the construction
of two work and learn sites. The committee reduced funding for several projects,
but none were eliminated.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
presented an amendment relating to
bonding for juvenile facilities, specifying
the composition and duties of the siting
group. The amendment was adopted.
The bonding bill, sponsored by Beckman,
advances to the Finance Capital Budget
Subcommittee.

Education
Grant programs funded
The Education Division) chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
continued assembling the education
finance omnibus bill during their Thurs.,
Apr. 7, meeting when they approved the
funding for several program and grant
proposals.
With many funding requests before
them, the division began its appropriations by approving $167,000 to establish a
free breakfast grant program. Under the
program, proposed in S.F. 2044 by Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), four schools
will be provide breakfasts to all students
and receive reimbursement grants. The
program will be evaluated to determine
the effect that a school breakfast program
may have on student performance.
The division also approved $87,000 in
transportation aid for Camp Buckskin, the
Metro Deaf School, for FYs 1994 and
1995, and granted a special request for"
$78,000 in tax relief aid to the Pequot
Lake School District.
A $25,000 request from the Nett Lake
School District was approved. The
district, in cooperation with local social
services and law enforcement agencies,
will use the funds to set up evening and
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weekend educational and cultural
programs. The Coalition for Education
Reform and Accountability, established
by the 1993 Legislature, was given a
$50,000 appropriation.
The division discussed other transportation and program funding requests, but
took no additional action.

Bonding, budget work done
The Education Division, chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
neared the completion of its work on the
education funding omnibus bill and
wrapped up its capital budget proposal on
Thurs. evening, Apr. 7.
The division approved $17.7 million in
funding for a number of special programs
that were amended into S.F. 2206, the K12 supplemental budget package. The
appropriations include $3 million for
school bus safety programs, $2 million for
instructional technology grants, another
$2 million for various special education
provisions, and $1 million for a performance grant program.
The members also adopted an amendment providing more than $9.8 million in
aid to school districts whose budgets have
been reduced by property tax abatements.
The,amenqment,offl:fred by Sen! .ty1artha,
Robertson (IR-Minnetonka), allows
districts to levy over a three-year period
for revenue lost from the abatements and
requires county auditors to report the
abatement amounts through the first six
months of the calendar year so that
districts may use the levy sooner. The
abatement aid is provided by shifting
unused funds from other programs.
Along with the operating budget
proposals, the division also prepared and
approved its priority list of capital budget
requests, and referred the proposal to the
full Education Committee. Working
toward a $15.2 million target, the
members adopted a proposal making the
$2.97 million Maximum Effort Loan
request from the Nett Lake School
District its top priority, followed by
proposals from the Center for Arts
Education for $712,000 to renovate a
building as a boys' dormitory and
$789,000 to remodel space for a recreation center.
A $1.09 million building demolition
project and another $1.6 million renovation proposal from the Faribault Academies were added to the bonding priority
list. The members also incorporated a
cooperative secondary facilities grant
proposal to the Atwater, Cosgrove, and
Grove City school districts. As part of

their proposal, the division added a
recommendation that the Finance
Committee make a desegregation bonding
proposal of $20 million the highest
priority.
An assortment of funding and program
amendments were offered to the supplemental budget bill during the meeting.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls) offered three amendments to the
proposed general education funding
article of the omnibus bill. The first two
amendments redefined the definitions
used to determine the amount of sparsity
aid that large, sparsely populated districts
can receive. The third amendment
increases the weighting factor used to
calculate the amount of revenue districts
receive for kindergartners and sets the
statewide general education tax rate to
raise $1.075 billion in FY 96, a three
percent increase over the FY 95 rate. All
three amendments were approved.
Three other amendments were adopted
and added to the general education
funding article. Sen. Jerry Janezich (DFLChisholm) offered language that adjusts
supplemental revenue reduction provisions. Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.)
presented an amendment providing aid to
the Richfield School District over a twoyear period for the number of pupils it
may lose when the Metropolitan Airports
Commission buys homes near the Mpls./
St. Paul Int'l Airport. Sen. Cal Larson
(IR-Fergus Falls) presented a provision
exempting the Hayfield School District
from a revenue reduction caused by a late
contract settlement.
Proposals to amend the special programs article were offered. Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) presented an
amendment, which was adopted, requiring
the Dept. of Education to recommend any
changes to the Fair Dismissal Act by
March 15, 1995. Sen. Roy Terwilliger
(IR-Edina) proposed an alternative to
current law, which requires districts with
native American children to have a
parent advisory committee. His amendment would add two parents cif native
American children to the district's overall
parent advisory committee. Terwilliger's
amendment was defeated, but the division
accepted Larson's proposal requiring
native American parents be in the
majority on the advisory group.
Robertson offered an amendment
modifying the outcomes to be achieved in
a district's staff development plan. The
amendment was adopted, as were several
others presented during the" meeting. The
members approved a grant program,

universities included $19 million for a
new library at Winon a State along with
$10 million for CAPRA projects. The
system's appropriation includes $7 million
to remodel and expand the Bemidji State
library, $7 million for a remodeling
project at Metropolitan State, and $1.5
million to Moorhead State and St. Cloud
State for land acquisition. Two other
projects for St. Cloud State are included $4 million to build a central chiller
facility and to design a new library, and
another $2.1 million for a new boiler.
The University of Minnesota's bonding
appropriations include $20 million for the
constru ction of a new Carlson School of
Manage ment building and $40 million for
capital asset preservation. A $13.5
Highe r ed projects approved
million proposal to remodel and expand
A $229.7 million bonding package for
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presented by Pappas, providing funds to
school buildings with high numbers of
childre n from low-income families, and
accepted Larson's proposal allowing the
Lake Superior School District to set up an
operating debt acco'unt.
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township)
presented an amendm ent establishing a
Cultura l Exchange Program, to provide
students and staff with opportunities for
educational and social exchange. The
proposal includes grants to support staff
exchanges as well as modifications to
transpo rtation aid provisions in support of
the exchange program. The amendm ent
was adopted.

During discussion of the project
appropriations, Sen. Leonard Price (DFLWoodbury) proposed shifting $26 million
from projects to the University of Minnesota and redirecting it to projects in the
other systems. He argued that the
appropriations were being used for
projects that were not as high on the
university's project list, and that high
priority projects among the other systems
were not funded. His amendm ent failed.
Price also offered an amendment, which
the division adopted, requiring that
existing energy conservation standards are
met as part of the higher education capital
improvement projects.

K-12 Omnibus approved
The Education Division, chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
amended and approved the K-12 supplemental budget bill on Fri., Apr. 8. The
bill was referred to the full Education
Committee.
The bill, S.F. 2206, authored by
Pogemiller, provides funds to buy down
the percentage of property tax revenue
school districts are given in one fiscal year
but do not receive until the next, adjusts
general education aid appropriations by
increasing the unit factor used to determine the amount districts receive for each
kindergartner, and appropriates $10
million for districts that have had their
budgets reduced by property tax abatements. The bill also includes about $18
million for a number of one-tim e projects.
After discussion and review of the bill,
Sen. Martha Robertson OR-Minnetonka)
offered an amendm ent to complete some
provisions the division had approved
earlier. The amendm ent includes a $68
million appropriation in aid for FY 94 and
FY 95 to lower the property tax shift, $10
million in abatem ent aid for FY 95 and
$4.2 million for district cooperation
revenue during the next fiscal year. The
amendm ent, which also made technic al
corrections to the bill, was adopted.
The bill establishes the Office of
Desegregation/Integration in the Dept. Of
Education. Sen. David Knutson (IRBurnsville) proposed amending the duties
of that office, requiring the office, in
consult ation with the Metropolitan
Council, to examine the educational,
economic, housing and infrastructure
needs of the Metro area. The Knutso n
proposal was adopted.
A third amendm ent allows a non-profit,
two-year vocational technic al school to
receive higher education child care funds.
The amendm ent, offered by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), was approved.
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Bonding proposals advance
The Education Committee, co-chaired
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), approved proposals containing
$229.7 million in bonding for higher
education and $15.7 million for K-12
projects, Fri., Apr. 8. Both proposals were
referred to the Finance Committee.
Stumpf presented the higher education
capital improvement proposal, containing
$229 million for construction and
remodeling projects requested by the four
public post-secondary systems. The
proposal includes $47.8 million for the
Technical College System, $34 million to
the Community College System, another
$54.6 million for State University System
projects, and a total of $93.3 million for
the University of Minnesota.
About one-third of the higher education package, $74 million, will be used for
repair and replacement projects in each
of the four systems. Specific projects
include $22 million for a joint technical
college and community college campus in
Brainerd, $12.5 million for another joint
facility in Duluth, a $10 million addition
to Normandale Community College in
Bloomington, and $10 million to construct a campus in Cambridge.
Another $19 million is ihclu&d to
build a new library at Winona State
University, as well as $7 million for a
library renovation project at Bemidji
State. A new facility proposed for the
University of Minnesota's Carlson School
of Management received a $20 million
appropriation, to be matched with private
funds. Proposals to remodel the Architecture and Mechanical Engineering building, at $13 million each, were also
included.
Other provisions included in the
proposal establishes a higher education
capital asset preservation and renewal
account in state law and sets up a library
and information services planning task
force.
Before the committee acted on the
package, two amendments were adopted.
The Brst, presented by Stumpf, made
technical changes to the proposal. The
second, offered by Sen. Thomas Neuville
(IR-Northfield) clarified a provision to
state that the projects identified in the
proposal reflect their priority.
Pogemiller presented the bonding
proposal for K-12 education, which places
the 10 requests heard in the Education
Division into a priority list to fit within a
$15.2 million target. That list identifies a
$2.97 million maximum effort school loan
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for the Nett Lake School District as the
top priority, followed by $1.4 million for
two renovation projects at the Center for
Arts Education, $1.1 million to demolish
one building and $1.6 million to remodel
another at the Faribault Academies, and a
$6 million cooperative secondary facilities
grant to the Atwater, Cosgrove, and
Grove City School Districts. The
proposal also included a recommendation
that a $20 million proposal for facilities
that support desegregation/integration. be
given a top priority in the bonding bill.
One amendment was offered by Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury), requiring that energy conservation standards are
met as part of the education project
proposals. The amendment was adopted.

K... 12 budget bill advances
The K-12 supplemental budget omnibus
bill was amended and approved by the
Education Committee, co-chaired by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) and
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), Mon. Apr. 11. The measure was
re-referred to the Finance Committee.
Pogemiller, the author of S.F. 2206,
presented the K-12 omnibus bill to the
committee. The measure provides $68
million to buy down the percentage of
schooldistrkts"pr6perty'tax revehUe,"''''I'
shifted from one fiscal year to the next,
appropriates $10 million in property tax
abatement aid to districts, and includes
another $18 million for a variety of other
projects.
He also offered two amendments to the
bill. The first, clarifying a provision
allowing the state to transfer land to the
Faribault School District, requires the
land to become state property if it is not
used by the district. The amendment was
approved. Pogemiller's second amendment made some technical corrections
and proposed dedicating $180 million of
the state's $500 million budget reserve for
K-12 education. The amendment also
prevents a reduction in cooperation aid
that occurs when school districts do not
use their full cooperation levy, and
permits a $3-per-pupillevy to pay for
police liaison services or drug abuse
prevention program costs. The amendment was also adopted.
A section allowing post-secondary
institutions to charge school districts for
the costs of providing remedial courses to
the graduates of those districts drew two
amendments. The first, offered by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield) reduced
the amount of reimbursement the higher
education institutions receive each year,

and was adopted. Sen. Roger D. Moe
(DFL-Erskine) went one step further,
following with a motion to delete the
entire provision. That motion was also
approved.
Neuville offered five other amendments
to the omnibus bill. The first allows
school officials to use a reasonable force
argument if they are the defendants in a
civil action. The committee approved the
amendment. Also adopted were his
amendments striking a requirement that
students stay in school until age 18
beginning in the 2000-2001 school year,
requiring school districts to send on a
student's records when the student
transfers to another district, and an
amendment that clarifies the definition of
expulsion. The committee did not
approve his motion to allow districts to
reject enrollment options applicants due
to previous disciplinary proceedings.
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New
Hope) offered an amendment allowing
districts to use funds in a Cultural
Exchange Program, established in the bill,
for the costs of providing transportation
between buildings within a school district.
The amendment was adopted.
A few other amendments were offered
but not approved. Sen. Leonard Price
(DFL-Wuodbury) presented three
amendments, to delay implementation of
the state's graduation rule, to reduce the
percent of general education revenue for
staff development, and to eliminate the
language allowing formation of up to 50
outcome-based schools and permiting
post-secondary institutions to sponsor a
schools. All three amendments were all
defeated. An amendment offered by Sen.
Cal Larson (IR-Fergus Falls), setting
procedures for teacher contract negotiations, mediation and arbitration that
occur before September 1 in each oddnumbered year, was also rejected.

Environment and Natural
Resources
Supplemental bill approved
At a Thur., Apr. 7, meeting of the
Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, the supplemental environment bill was approved and an appointment to .the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency Citizens Board was recommended
for confirmation.
Russel B. Kirby was appointed by the
governor in 1991 to serve on the citizens
board. After a discussion of a letter
concerning current recycling theories
Kirby wrote that was published by The
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million in bonds for $125,000 loans to
farmers seeking to expand their livestock
operations. The proposal was withdrawn
and will be included with other bonding
proposals. Johnson then moved to reduce
the AURI funding by $200,000 to cover
the debt service payments for the program, and that amendment was adopted.

Budget bills approved
Bills containing health care and family
services, environment and natural
resources, and public safety budget
proposals were approved and incorporated
into a supplemental budget bill by the
Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), Fri.,
Apr. 8.
S.F. 2908, sponsored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), provides $5.2
million from the general fund for health
care and family services programs. The
bill appropriates $4.8 million to DHS,
$393,000 to the Dept. of Health, another
$28,000 to the Ombudsman for Mental
.Health and Mental Retardation, and
$15,000 to the Board of Nursing.
The bill includes provisions establishing
a $5 Medical Assistance (MA) payment
for administration of vaccinations through
a federal program, expands the use of
genetic testing to establish paternity, and
prevents employers from using a courtordered child support income withholding
as a condition of employment. The
measure also requires health plans to
cover the costs of prescriptions written by
an advanced practice nurse or physician
assistant and sets up a certification process
for acupuncturists.
Samuelson offered four amendments to
the bill and the committee approved
three of them. The first was technical in
nature and deleted unnecessary language
from the bilL The second amendment
requires that the fees generated by the
acupuncture certification program are
placed into a special account, and the
third specified that DHS use a $371,000
appropriation to develop a social services
information system.
The fourth amendment, to delete a
provision that grants an exception to the
hospital moratorium adopted in 1993,
sparked considerable discussion. The
exception was included to allow replacement of a hospital in Chisago County and
allow Fairview Hospitals to build a facility
near 1-35, Sen. Janet Johnston (DFLNorth Branch) said. Opponents to the
provision, including Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL-May Township) and representatives
of the Forest Lake hospital, said that the
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new facility would be in direct competition to theirs and that their attempts to
try to determine if a compromise could be
reached had been unsuccessfuL
Samuelson, offering to help the sides try
to reach that compromise, withdrew his
amendment.
The members then turned their
attention to S.P. 2824, the environment
and natural resources omnibus bill
authored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota). He said the bill provides $6.7
million for programs to reduce non-point
pollution sources, to enhance ethanol
production incentives, and to encourage
involvement in the Youth Conservation
Corps.
The bill includes $1.9 million to the
Pollution Control Agency for feedlot
compliance and local assistance programs,
a study of electricity generation, and a
grant to pay for an interceptor connector
to the city of Eagle Lake's wastewater
treatment plant. Another $730,000 is
appropriated for grants to Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, allowing them to
hire additional staff to assist landowners
in implementing conservation practices.
The Dept. of Agriculture is appropriated $850,000 for additional feedlot
management programs, to provide for
administrationofa water quality improVement loan program, and for farm safety
programs.
The Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR)
is given $2.9 in FY 94 and $227,000 in FY
95. Included in the appropriation are
funds for construction, repair, or renovation of state park buildings, for development of a new small craft harbor on Lake
Superior in Silver Bay, and to support the
Environmental Quality Board's sustainable development and environmental
protection task force. Another $55,000 is
also provided to support the Citizen's
Council on Voyageurs National Park.
As an incentive, the bill also provides
payments of 20 cents per gallon until June
30, 1995 to ethanol producers, and 25
cents a gallon after that date. In addition,
producers whose annual production
exceeds 37.5 million gallons each year
will receive a payment of 10 cents per
gallon, and the total payment may not
exceed $3.75 million in any fiscal year.
To encourage participation in the
Youth Corps, the bill contains provisions
allowing the DNR to provide some group
health insurance coverage, and to offer
incentive awards of $500 or education
vouchers, not less than $1,000 in amount,
for use at a higher education institution.
The bill also removes the requirement

that the Minnesota Zoo be free to the
public at least two days a month and
allows for establishment of a program that
allows persons, who are historically underrepresented in attendance at the zoo, to
receive free or reduced admission.
The committee approved the only
amendment offered to the bill, which
Morse presented. The amendment deletes
a provision including interest earned on
the funds from the grain inspection fees as
part of the annual appropriations the
Dept. of Agriculture uses for the inspection program.
Funds to maintain the State Patrol's
communications centers are appropriated
in S.F. 2859, presented to the panel by
the author, Sen. Keith Langseth (DFLGlyndon). The bill reduces the State
Patrol's FY 94 appropriation for radio
communication consolidation by
$408,000 and adds $525,000 for FY 95 to
maintain full staffing at the patrol's 10
communication centers. An additional
$74,000 is given to the Dept. of Public
Safety for the costs of support positions at
three emergency management regional
offices.
The bill also gives applicants for a
regular driver's licenses the option of
including their social security number on
the license;' and requires a report from the
Dept. of Public Safety on special escort
services provided by the State Patrol and
from the Dept. of Transportation on the
estimated mix of state and federal funds
used for state road construction.

Bonding bill approved
The Finance State Government
Division approved S.F. 3357, the omnibus
bonding bill, Fri. evening, Apr. 8. The
division, chaired by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul), incorporated changes into
the measure before re-referring it to the
Finance Committee.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St.Paul), makes adjustments
to allocations. An addition of $250,000 to
the capital asset preservation and replacement plan was approved by the paneL
Kelly said that the changes cover the
repairs necessary for the elevators in the
capitol building. Another increase of $1.5
million was approved for the deferral of
bonds held by the Metropolitan Parks
Commission.
Sen. Steve Morse (DFL-Dakota)
proposed an amendment that changes the
amount authorized for construction of a
noncommercial television tower in
Southwestern Minnesota. The total
appropriation is $1.2 million. The

division approved the motion. Also
offered by Morse, and added to S.F. 3357,
was an amendment that increases the
number of women's restrooms in public
buildings.
Another amendment okayed by the
division was offered by Sen. Terry
Johnston OR-Prior Lake). The amendment authorizes the commissioner of
finance to develop budget guidelines for
facilities used for educational or cultural
purposes, with particular attention given
to projects overseen by nonprofit organizations.
The division also endorsed and referred
S.F. 2626 to the Finance Committee.
Sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), the bill provides for
construction of additional ice skating
rinks for women. Additionally, the
division endorsed an amendment to
S.F.2626, offered by Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin). Piper's amendment requires the
Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission
to provide sensitivity training to the
members concerning equal treatment of
men and women athletes.

Omnibus funding bill to floor
The Finance committee, chaired by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
met Mon., Apr. 11, to complete work on
the omnibus appropriations bill. The
committee voted to include two more
bills in the omnibus bill and advanced the
bill to the Senate floor.
The first, the state government supplemental appropriations bill appropriates
just under $14 million, $12.4 million of
which is allocated to the commissioner of
finance for the statewide systems project.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), also authorizes the
commissioner to use the savings realized
from the program, estimated at $3
million. The bill shifts oversight responsibilities for several financial functions from
the commissioner of finance to the
statewide accounting system and revises
several requirements of the commissioner.
The measure also shifts duties related to
managing state contracts from the
commissioner of finance to the commissioner of administration. In addition, it
authorizes the use of electronic rather
than written documents on state contracts.
The committee approved an amendment offered by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFLMpls.), directing the secretary of state to
provide a toll-free voter information
telephone line beginning two weeks
before the state primary and ending three
days after the state general election. The

information line is to provide information
about voter registration, absentee voting,
election results, and other election-related
information.
The second bill added to the omnibus
supplemental budget bill is S.F. 2909, the
Jobs, Energy and Community Development Supplemental Appropriations Bill,
sponsored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFLSt. Paul). Among the $1.641 in appropriations from the General Fund made in
the bill for the remainder of the biennium
are $450,000 for phase I funding of the
Phalen corridor office park and roadway
in St. Paul; $400,000 for increased
funding of the Jobs Skills Partnership
program; and $235,000 for the Minnesota
Youth Program. The bill also includes
$235,000 for the proposed Labor Interpretive Center; $200,000 for a state match
for federal dollars offered under a defense
industry conversion program; $111 ,000
for funding of debt payments of the World
Trade Center Corporation; and $100,000
for extended employment for disabled
workers.
In addition, the measure appropriates
$50,000 for a funding increase for the
displaced homemaker program; $50,000
for a funding increase for the Head Start
Program; $20,000 for increased funding of
the Minnesota Film Board; and $10,000
for a study of women-owned businesses.
The bill appropriates $50,000 from the
Special Workers Compensation Fund for
matching funds that are available under
the Occupational Safety and Health Act.
The bill also enables the Dept. of
Commerce's to convert real estate licenses
from an annual to a biennial renewal
cycle.
In addition, S.F. 2909 creates a pilot
program allowing the Dept. of Jobs and
Training to use up to five percent of funds
available under the dislocated worker
program for serving people who are at risk
of dislocation, but who are not yet
unemployed. The bill also modifies the
replacement housing law requiring onefor-one replacement of certain lowincome housing in a first-class city w/nen
housing is displaced. Under the bill~~
governmental units are exempt from the
replacement requirements and replacement units may be located anywhere in
the Metropolitan Area. Additionally, the
bill modifies the funding mechanism for
the streamlined liquefied petroleum
account and the handling of workers'
compensation rehabilitation consultant
fees.
A provision requiring an environmental
impact statement for certain metal
processing facilities located in or adjacent

to the Mississippi River critical area
sparked discussion. Kroening said the
requirement is needed to assess the
potential impact of American Iron and
Supply's plan to install a very large metal
shredder on the shore of the Mississippi
River in Minneapolis. Win Borden,
representing American Iron and Supply,
testified that the measure is unnecessary
and unfairly singles out the company.
Merriam protested that the provision is
not germane to the bill and moved to
remove it. The committee defeated the
Merriam motion on a 10-10 vote.

Budget bills approved
The Finance Committee, chaired by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
amended and approved the omnibus anticrime and the K-12 supplemental budget
bills, Mon. evening, Apr. 11. The anticrime package was re-referred to the
Senate floor, and the K-12 budget bill was
sent to the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
S.F. 2378, the anti-crime bill authored
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), was
presented to the committee by the chair
of the Crime Prevention Division, Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn). The bill
provides $30 million, including $21.4
million to the Dept. of Corrections for
expansion of correctional facilities and
associated costs, $3.5 million in support of
anti-crime programs, and '$1.6 million in
additional funding to the Board of Public
Defense.
Beckman offered two amendments to
eliminate sections that exist in other bills
and to remove unnecessary provisions.
Both amendments were adopted. He
presented a third amendment, giving
$50,000 to the Dept. of Human Services
for use in developing a way to measure the
success of juvenile out-of-home placement, which was also approved.
To accompany the appropriations to
the Board of Public Defense, Beckman
presented his fourth amendment, identifying the aid reduction amounts to be
withheld from counties when the state
assumes the costs of public defense
services on January 1, 1995. The committee adopted the amendment.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
presented a proposal appropriating an
additional $3.5 million to the Supreme
Court and district courts. The proposal,
which had moved through the Finance
State Government Division, includes $2.6
million to add eight new District Court
judgeships on Feb. 1, 1995, and $1.7
million for jury service enhancements.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) offered to
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amend the Cohen proposal, requiring the
District Courts to train judicial district
coordinating councils on the handling of
sexual assault cases and establishing
district sexual assault coordinating
councils. Piper's amendment was approved.
Sen. Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater)
attempted to amend the Cohen language,
allowing the new judges to be appointed
on Sept. 1, 1994, but his amendment was
defeated. Sen. Patrick McGowan(IRMaple Grove) then proposed that four
judges be appointed in September and
four more be named in February, and that
amendment also failed. The Cohen
proposal was then approved by the
committee and incorporated into S.F.
2378.
Other amendments the committee
added to the bill include a proposal from
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), requiring the Dept. of Education to set up a
program aimed at reducing teenage
pregnancies modeled after a California
program, and a provision offered by
McGowan to provide a $50,000 grant to
the Minnesota Student Safety Program for
a statewide safety initiative.
S.F. 2206, the K-12 supplemental
budget bill, was presented to the committee by its author, Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.). The bill
provides $68 million to lower the percentage of revenue that has been shifted from
one fiscal year to the next, spends $10
million for property tax abatement aid to
districts, and contains another $18
million for other projects.
The bill requires that $180 million of
the state's $500 million budget reserve be
designated for K-12 education. Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (IR-New DIm)
attempted to remove that requirement
from the bill, but his amendment was
defeated.
The members did approve another
Frederickson amendment, to delete
language that would have allowed unused
FY 94 funds for two grant programs, a
math/science initiative and a Teachers of
Color Program, to be available in FY 95.
Sen. Cal Larson (IR-Fergus Falls)
offered an amendment to reinstate a
provision, allowing higher education
institutions to charge school districts for
the costs of remedial courses the institution may provide to high school graduates
enrolled at the higher education institution. The proposal had been deleted
earlier, but the committee approved its
incorporation into the bill.
The committee also approved an
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amendment, offered by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), extending the deadline for the Appleton School
District to join a joint school district.
The panel defeated an amendment
offered by Sen. Terry Johnston (IR-Prior
Lake) to remove the limits of compensatory revenue and provide additional aid in
FY 96 and FY 98 to districts with high
numbers of AFDC-recipients. Two other
amendments, offered by Cohen, allowing
districts to transfer a technical college's
surplus debt service funds to the districts
general fund on June 30, 1995, and
reducing the percentage of the general
education revenue set aside for staff
development for FY 95, were both
defeated.

Health Care
MinnesotaCare amended
Assembly of the MinnesotaCare bill,
S.P. 2192, sponsored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), continued at the
Health Care and Family Services Funding
Division meeting Thurs., Apr. 7. Implementation of the integrated service
networks (ISN)s and the regulated allpayer option (RAPO) will take place Jan.
1996 under the bill. Numerous amendments were introduced by the author.
The appropriations amendment,
presented by Berglin, allocates $154
million for FY 95. Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington) expressed an interest
in providing coverage for more uninsured
residents, and proposed an amendment to
delete the health care access fund allocation to the Dept. of Health. The funds
could be used for insuring more uninsured,
Riveness said. Concern was also raised
about the administrative costs of the bill,
totaling $19.5 million. Berglin said that
the funding is essential to the department
for additional staffing, surveying, and the
Health Care Commission. The amendment to the amendment failed to gain
approval. Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth)
proposed an amendment to increase the
Dept. of Health's allocation by $100,000
for medical school grants for rural family
physicians. The amendment, as amended,
was adopted.
Other amendments presented by the
author, and adopted by the committee,
include the deletion of the 2 percent tax
on pharmacies' gross revenues. Another
amendment changes the requirements of
health plan companies to go outside the
managed plans. Portability of coverage is
limited in another amendment, decreasing the risk of potential additional cost in

the insurance market. The author also
introduced an amendment to classify
information on individuals as private.
Berglin proposed an amendment to
include counties in the planning process,
to specify community goals and accountability. The MinnesotaCare bill advances
to the Health Care Committee.
S.P. 2371, a bill sponsored by Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-Mpls.) relating to female
genital mutilation, was moved to the
Health Care Committee without recommendation.

MinnesotaCare advances
Amendments continued to be adopted
to the MinnesotaCare bill at the Health
Care Committee, chaired by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), on Thurs. evening,
Apr. 7. Berglin, authoring the bill,
presented several amendments, including
the requirement for health plan companies to pay transitional fees. Another
approved amendment requires consultation with counties and consumer groups
on the implementation plan for the
integration of MinnesotaCare and
General Assistance Medical Care
(GAMC).
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
proposed an amendment to track and
summatize thecdmplaints received by
each integrated service network, and to
develop an internal grievance procedure.
The amendment was adopted. Hottinger
also presented an amendment to place a
moratorium on mergers or acquisitions by
health carriers. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake) introduced an amendment, that was adopted, requiring clear
notification of patient rights regarding
record disclosure. The bill, as amended,
was sent to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2640, sponsored by Sen. Duane
Benson (IR-Lanesboro), relates to
changes in Medical Assistance (MA) and
General Assistance Medical Care policy,
modifying requirements for children's
mental health collaboratives and for asset
transfer 'and asset recovery policies. The
revised bill allows collaboratives to
participate in the MA program, but does
not establish the peer grouping system.
The bill advances to the floor.
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
authored S.F. 2371, providing for education and outreach relating to female
genital mutilation. The revised bill
deletes program funding and criminal
penalties for administering the procedure.
The bill goes to the floor.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester)
sponsored S.F 2825, a bill concerning

long-term and alternative care. Hottinger
also carried S.F. 2036, modifying the MA
appeals and prior authorization process by
permitting providers of therapy services to
request a state agency hearing. Both bills
were approved and advance to the floor.
The committee also recommended the
confirmation of Mary Jo O'Brien as
Commissioner of the Dept. of Health.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Bonding bill okayed
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Funding Division, chaired
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.),
approved the community development
bonding bill at the Mon., Apr. 11,
meeting. The division advanced the bill
to the full committee.
The measure authorizes $27.485 million
in bonding. The bill allocates $13 million
in bond proceeds to the Dept. of Trade
and Economic Development, $10 million
to be used for contamination cleanup
grants and $3 million for expansion of the
Minneapolis convention center. The bill
allocates $4.9 million to the Minnesota
Historical Society for historic site repair
or replacement, county and local preservation projects, federal Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
matches; the development of the North
West Company Fur Post Interpretive
Center, and restoration of the St. Anthony Heritage Zone. The bill also
includes $4 million to the commissioner
of finance for the energy conservation
loan program; $2.25 million for a labor
interpretive center; and $2 million to the
Housing Finance Agency for transitional
housing loans to local government units.
It also authorizes spending $1.3 million to
renovate the west wing of the Gillette
Children's Hospital for use by the
Minnesota Humanities Commission. The
bill also appropriates $1.075 million from
the general fund for construction or
rehabilitation of Head Start facilities.
The division approved one amendment
to the bill, offered by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The
amendment changes the use of funds
previously authorized for dredging the
upper Duluth harbor area. Under the
amendment, the funds may be used for
development of a down-river bulk cargo
handling alternative to replace the upper
river deepening project for bulk cargo.

Capital bonding bill okayed
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee, chaired by Sen.

Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton), met
briefly Mon. evening, Apr. 11, to approve
the community development capital
bonding bill. The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), authorizes
$27.485 in bonding for community
development projects. The measure was
re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Omnibus bill approved
The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee
on Income and Sales Tax met Thurs.,
Apr. 7, to discuss and approve the income
and sales tax articles of the omnibus tax
bill. The subcommittee is chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope).
In the income tax section, a provision
allows insurance companies a credit
against their premium tax and corporate
tax liability for amounts paid as assessments for insolvencies occurring after
April of 1994 for insurance guaranty
association and Minnesota Life and
Health Insurance Guaranty Association
Act assessments. Amounts of salary
expenses disallowed as a subtraction for
federal income tax purposes can be
subtracted from income in the calculation
of Minnesota individual and corporate
taxes. Under the section, a credit is
provided against income taxes equal to 25
percent of the credit a taxpayer is eligible
for under the current federal mortgage
credit certificate program.
Under the sales and use tax section of
the bill, the gasoline excise tax exemption
is expanded to include transit providers
who receive financial assistance under the
Medical Assistance program. Sales tax on
the replacement of capital equipment is
affected by a provision in the bill. The
tax on sales of replacement equipment is
scaled down to 2.5 percent for sales made
after June, 1997. Sen. William Belanger
(IR-Bloomington) proposed an amendment to the bill changing the name of the
motor vehicle excise tax. According to
Belanger, the tax shall be called the tax
on motor vehicles. The amendment was
adopted. A sales tax of four percent on
special tooling is removed with an
exemption for general sales tax beginning
in June, 1995. Firefighter's personal
protection equipment is exempt from sales
tax, under the section. Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul) proposed to amend the bill
to provide for special enterprize zones for
cities in Minnesota wishing to be considered for a federal program aiding in
development of the zones. According to
Kelly, selected cities are granted funds by
the federal government to assist the cities.
According to the Dept. of Revenue, the

cost of the program to the state is approximately $11 million. Kelly said the return
from the federal government will substantiate the cost to the state. The amendment was approved.
The mineral taxation section of the bill
creates a taconite development fund
designed to grant funds to a successor of
an operator of an idle taconite facility.
The section also provides for the exemption of construction material from the
mineral tax in cases in which the requirements are met through the construction
of capital projects and new mineral
processing plants. Up to $10 million may
be loaned to value added iron products
plants producing iron upgraded to a
minimum of 75 percent iron content.
The lending authority expires in Dec.,
1995.
The final section of the bill involves
the Board of Government Innovation and
Cooperation. Under the section, the
board is granted additional authority to
grant waivers of rules and procedures to
state agencies. The section appropriates
$2.7 million to the board.

Omnibus bill okayed
The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee,
chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFLCook), approved the omnibus tax bill as
well as the flood relief package, at a Fri.,
Apr. 8, meeting.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
outlined S.F. 2168, the flood relief
package. According to Bertram, the bill
addresses problems created by the flood of
1993 that affected many farmers and
agribusinesses. The package provides for
approximately $12 million dollars of
relief. Bertram told the committee that
one provision in the bill exempts the
purchase of farm machinery from sales
tax. The proposal was approved and sent
to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1775, the omnibus tax bill,
contains articles related to income and
business taxes, sales and excise taxes,
mineral taxes, the Board of Government
Innovation and Cooperation, property
taxes, local government aid, the Cross
Lake Area Water and Sewer Board, and
the Chisholm/Hibbing airport. According to Johnson, the bill works towards
budget stability, property tax relief, the
reduction of sales tax on the replacement
of capital equipment, and federal tax
conformity.
Among amendments adopted was one
by Sen. William Belanger (IRBloomington). Belanger proposed a pilot
property tax project for the counties of
Blue Earth and Hennepin. According to
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Belanger, property taxes are calculated
based on square footage, rather than
estimated value. Sen. Carol Flynn (DFLMpls.) offered an amendment imposing a
tax on liquor imported into the state.
Flynn said that the tax does not affect
liquor products that are returned to the
manufacturer for credit or products that
are distilled or refined within the state.
The amendment was adopted. Laptop
computers required by higher education
institutions are treated as textbooks for
the purposes of sales tax under an amendment by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFLMpls.). The amendment was adopted.
An amendment by Sen. Duane Benson
OR-Lanesboro) provides that the gross
receipts on the sale of horses are exempt
from sales tax. Benson said that racehorses are excluded. The amendment was
adopted. Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope) offered an amendment
authorizing the exemption from sales
taxes for the purchase of construction
material for the purpose of building a
corrugated waste plant. The amendment
was not adopted.
A major provision in the omnibus bill
eliminates the local government trust
fund. Other provisions alter the format
and timing for property tax statements.
The gasoline excise tax exemption is
expanded to include transit providers who
receive financial assistance under the
medical assistance program, under the
bill. Also the tax on the replacement of
capital equipment is affected by a provision in the bill. The tax on sales of
replacement equipment is scaled down to
2.5 percent for sales made after June,
1997. The bill was sent to the Senate
floor.

Health finance proposed
The Taxes and Tax Laws Committee
met Mon., Apr. 11, to review and
approved two bills relating to the financing of universal health care in Minnesota.
The committee is chaired by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook).
S.F. 2494, sponsored by Johnson,
establishes a source of funding for
MinnesotaCare until 1995. According to
Johnson, in 1995 the Legislature and
governor can explore and evaluate a
permanent source. The bill eliminates
the MinnesotaCare medical provider tax
of two percent for services performed and
goods sold after December, 1994. The
proposal replaces the provider tax with an
income tax surcharge on individuals.
Johnson proposed an amendment transferring $75 million from the general fund
10

to the health care access reserve account.
Johnson said the purpose is to ensure that
citizens continue to be enrolled, rather
than the slowing of enrollment due to a
deficit in the funding account. The
transfer takes place July 1, 1994. The
amendment was adopted. The bill was
sent to the Finance Committee.
S.F. 2558, presented by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), abolishes the
provider tax of two percent for all
providers except hospitals and surgical
centers. Berglin said that the hospital and
surgery centers are able to efficiently
collect the tax due to accounting systems
used for the collection, but that smaller
providers can not. The bill replaces the
two percent tax with income tax bracket
adjustments and a new rate for the top
individual income tax rate. Taxable net
income of less than $22,880 is taxed at six
percent, taxable net income greater than
$22,880 and less than $75,000 is taxed at
eight percent, and taxable net income of
over $75,000 is taxed at 9.7 percent,
according to Berglin. An amendment by
Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
designed to eliminate the provider tax
entirely and fund universal health care
through individual income taxes, failed.
On a 9 to 9 roll call vote, an amendment
by Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro) to
increase taxes on tobacco products by 20
percent for 1994 and an additional 20
percent in 1995, failed. According to
Benson, the amendment places some
responsibility for the payment of health
care on a significant cause of health
problems. Johnson also stated that in
recent years, cigarette prices have
dropped, causing a reduCtion in the price
of the product and increased youth
consumption. The bill was sent to the
Finance Committee.

Future ed bill funding removed
The omnibus education bill, along with
several other bills, was approved by the
Taxes and Tax Laws Committee, at a
Tues., Apr. 12, meeting. The committee
is chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFLCook).
The omnibus education bill, H.P. 1901,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), was amended by the
committee. Among the amendments is a
proposal by Sen. Duane Benson ORLanesboro) to sunset the educational
funding portion of the bill in 1997.
According to Benson, the amendment
puts pressure on the Legislature to address
the funding problems in education that
are widely recognized. Sen. Phil Riveness

(DFL-Bloomington) agreed that reform is
necessary but objected to abolishing
funding without having an alternate plan
prepared. The amendment was adopted.
Pogemiller proposed an amendment
relating to the crime education levy
provided for in the bill. The bill authorizes a crime education levy of $3 per
capita within a school district. Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope)
proposed an amendment to the
Pogemiller amendment cutting the levy to
$2 per capita. Reichgott's amendment
was adopted, as well as the amendment by
Pogemiller. Pogemiller offered another
amendment disallowing the capital
equipment levy in 1995. According to
Pogemiller, the disallowance will save the
state $900,000. The amendment was
adopted. Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton) proposed an amendment to
repeal the sunset on referendum levies, set
forth in current law. The amendment was
adopted. Sen. Joanne Benson OR-St.
Cloud) offered an amendment restricting
a provision in the bill allowing the use of
a district's revenue for staff development
and parental involvement. The amendment freezes the amount a school district
may use for those purposes from a proposed 3 percent to the current 1 percent.
Theameridment was not adopted. The
omnibus education bill was sent to the
Senate floor.
A bill authorizing the city of
Hutchinson to issue general obligation
bonds in an amount not to exceed $1.5
million for its share in the construction of
a tri-agency maintenance facility, was
approved by the committee. The bill,
H.F. 1901, is sponsored by Sen. Steve
Dille OR-Dassel). According to Dille, the
bill waives the requirement for a referendum on the issuance of the bonds. The
bill was sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2033, authored by Sen. Joe
Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville), authorizes
the Benton County Board of Commissioners to create an economic development authority. The bill allows the
economic development authority to
create development districts anywhere
within the county. The bill was approved
and sent to the Senate floor.
A bill providing that property used for
lawn bowling or a croquet green be
subject to the open space property tax law
was also discussed. According to the
author, Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
the open space property tax currently
applies to golf courses, ski areas, and
archery or firearm ranges. The bill was
approved and sent to the Senate floor.

Pogemiller presented S.F. 2884, a bill
relating to public financing. Among the
provisions in the bill, real property that is
acquired by a city, county, town, or school
district, under a lease purchase agreement
or an installment purchase agreement is
exempted from property taxes if the
property is owned by the entity levying
the tax and the property is devoted to
public use. The bill also authorizes the
use of special assessments to meet the cost
of on-site water containment improvement systems. County housing redevelopment authorities are allowed to increase
its board membership beyond five, the
current limit. According to Pogemiller,
the board can be greater than five or
equal to the number of members on the
respective' county board. A city, economic development authority, housing
redevelopment authority, or port may
make or secure loans to business or other
organizations for the purpose of economic
development, job creation, redevelopment, or community revitalization.
Pogemiller said this authority is already
implied, however, the proposal clarifies
the authority. The bill also provides that
cities may sell interests in economic
development loan repayments. A
limitation on the ability for a independent
school district to issue bonds is stricken
under a section of the bill. Existing law
requires an authorizing vote by two-thirds
of the governing body of the city. The
bill was laid over and will be taken up
again at a future hearing.

Friday, April 8
Higher ed, gas tax bills passed
The Fri., Apr. 8, floor session was
devoted primarily to consideration of the
omnibus higher education supplemental
funding bill, the omnibus transportation
supplemental funding bill and the bill
authorizing agreements with Ontario
regarding boundary waters fishing.
Members began by reviewing S.F. 2900,
the omnibus higher education supplement
funding bill. According to chief author,
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls), "The bill is one of the jewels of this
session." Stumpf said that the measure
provides more financial aid to lower
income students, provides a new funding
formula for 1995 to replace average cost
funding and revises the approach for
providing child care service for lower
income students. In addition, the bill sets
67 percent as the goal the state will pay
for student instruction, rather than the
current 50 percent for the state university
system, Stumpf said. The measure also

provides for full campus status for community college centers at Cloquet, Cambridge and Duluth. The bill's total
general fund appropriation is $49.5
million, Stumpf said.
The bill was given final passage on a 4817 roll call vote.
The omnibus transportation supplemental funding bill, S.F. 2097, was
considered on the General Orders
Calendar by the Senate acting as one
large Committee of the Whole and was
granted preliminary approval.
A bill providing more funding for
transit and an increase in the gas tax to be
used for highway construction was second
major bill to be considered during the Fri.,
Apr. 8, floor session. The omnibus
transportation supplemental funding bill,
S.F. 2097, was considered on the General
Orders Calendar by the Senate acting as
one large Committee of the Whole. The
measure, which includes a gasoline tax
increase provision, must originate and
pass in the other body before it can be
given final passage in the Senate. Therefore, the Senate could only grant the bill
preliminary approval during the Fri., Apr.
8, floor session.
The bill, authored by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), establishes an
annual gasoline excise tax rate adjustment
by indexing the gasoline tax to the
Consumer Price Index. Under the bill,
the gasoline tax is increased by 4.4 cents
per gallon but is capped in future years to
an annual 1 cent per gallon increase. The
measure also provides for the distribution
of money from the motor vehicle excise
tax (MVET) for transit funding. Under
the bill, funding goes from $36 million to
$55 million and provides for a growth
factor in the transfer from MVET in the
future, Langseth said. He added that the
bill provides for 23 percent of the state
share of the MVET for transit and ties the
gas tax to transit funding. The measure
also includes bonding for a number of
highway projects totalling about $12
million. Included in the bonding provisions are $730,000 for a high speed rail
study between the Twin Cities and
Chicago; $7.6 million for completion of
the Bloomington Ferry Bridge; and
$200,000 for an electric vehicle technology pilot project. The measure also
includes bonding for local bridges and for
federal aid projects local match.
Much of the discussion on the bill
centered on an amendment, offered by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
that alters the county state-aid distribution formula. Merriam said that "the
current distribution formula is unfair

because it is skewed toward rural counties." Langseth argued against the
amendment saying that altering the
formula pits Metro Area Senators against
rural Senators and weakens the bill. "I
have tried for three years to bring metro
and rural together for transportation
funding because we have to all work
together for it to be successful," Langseth
said. The amendment failed on a 30-33
roll call vote. The measure was then
granted preliminary approval on a 55-10
roll call vote.

Tuesday, April 12
Flood relief bill passes
The Senate granted final passage to S.F.
2168, the flood relief bill, Tues., Apr. 12.
Authored by Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFLPaynesville), the measure appropriates
$10 million in aid for victims of the 1993
floods.
Bertram said that besides providing
financial assistance to farmers and
businesses hurt by last summer's flooding,
the bill provides long term direction and
job creation. Provisions to encourage
ethanol production facilities and expand
agricultural opportunities for the Hmong .
and other Southeast Asian farmers are
included in the bill.
Questions were raised about the role of
the Farmers Legal Action Group (FLAP).
Bertram explained that many victims
don't know how to access the available
disaster relief. FLAP provides legal
assistance to those individuals, while farm
advocates provide technical expertise, he
said.
The bill also provides funding for grain
inspection and research of grain diseases
through-out the state. The study is
designed to minimize the adverse effects
of future wheat scab infestations in the
short term, and seeks to fully eliminate
the problem in the long run.
The Senate voted 65-0 to approve the
measure.
Also passed was the omnibus supplemental budget bill, S.F. 2913. Carried by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
the measure appropriates funds for public
safety, the environment and natural
resources, state government, community
development and human services.
An amendment offered by Sen. Dan
Stevens (IR-Mora) permits publication of
the names of persons delinquent in child
support payments. Stevens said that a
vote for the amendment is a vote for the
children who suffer, and against their
"deadbeat fathers."
The amendment sparked considerable
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floor debate. Speaking in favor of the
amendment was Sen. Jane Ranum (DFLMpls.). Ranum said that publication of
names is an effective tool for collecting
support payments, which in turn, lowers
the public obligation. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) agreed, saying that the
present system of collecting payments is
ineffective, and that publication is a low
cost method of increasing the amounts
collected. Sen. Carl Kroening (DFLMpls.) added that the amendment will
motivate the delinquent obligor to correct
his or her behavior.
Opposition to the amendment was
voiced by Sen. Allen Spear (DFL-Mpls.).
Spear said that although he supports laws
that enforce strict measures to collect
child support payments, the publication of
names harms the children of the negligent
parent. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn added
that in small, rural communities the
hardship endured by children and the
obligee is particularly marked. Not only
does this inform the community of a
family's private matters, it also puts them
at risk, Finn continued. Concern about
increased domestic violence resulting
from publication of the obligor's name was
expressed by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope). Reichgott Junge said
that publication jeoprodizes the safety of
the family. The amendment passed on a
roll call vote of 55-6.
To take advantage of federal funds, Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
proposed an amendment that encourages
combined ethanol and electricity cogeneration plants. Under the amendment, a
subsidy of 1.5 cents per kilowatt hour for
closed-loop biomass electricity production
is matched by federal monies. Johnson
said that the federal funds are only
available until 2000, and that her amendment encourages "good energy policy."
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota) added
that the amendment provides an incentive for facilities to develop the necessary
technology for cogeneration. The amendment, which was adopted, caps the
subsidy at $750,000.
Sen. Steve Dille OR-DassIe) offered an
amendment that broadens language
relating to crops damaged by wild animals.
Dille said that farm crops have been
damaged by Canadian geese, and his
amendment allows for payments to be
made to farmers who have suffered losses
to agricultural crops. Currently, this
provision applies only to specialty crops.
The amendment was adopted, and the bill
passed.
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Wednesday, April 13
K~ 12 budget bill passed
A host of amendments, including
proposals allowing prayer in schools and
prohibiting school programs supporting
homosexuality as a positive lifestyle
alternative, generated nearly six hours of
debate when the Senate took up the K-12
supplemental budget bill on Wed., Apr.

13.
The Senate moved to amend the
provisions of H.F. 2189, sponsored by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
which includes $68 million for a reduction in the percentage of property tax
revenue shifted from one fiscal year to the
next, a $10 million appropriation for
property tax abatement aid to districts,
and another $18 million for a one-time
education project and programs.
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFLSturgeon Lake) offered the amendment
prohibiting programs or activities that
encourage or support a homosexuality as a
positive lifestyle alternative.
Chmielewski argued that homosexuality is
being "outright" promoted by the gay
community in the schools.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) countered by saying the notion that schools are
promoting homosexuality "is based on
totally erroneous notions." He said that
there are no school programs designed to
promote any particular lifestyle. Spear
then offered an amendment to the
Chmielewski proposal, prohibiting schools
from carrying out any program or activity
that encourages sexual activity by minors.
The Spear amendment was approved on a
55-9 vote. Chmielewski attempted to
amend the new language with the original
provision, but his motion was ruled out of
order and Chmielewski withdrew the
amendment.
Chmielewski also offered an amendment allowing voluntary prayer in school.
He argued that the proposal did not
violate the constitutional separation of
church and state. "We are being hypocritical about this," he said. "We start our
sessions with a prayer, and we don't allow
prayer in the schools." Chmielewski
added that the amendment is permissive
and does not promote an one religion
over another.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) argued
against the amendment. She said
allowing even voluntary prayer would
tend to impose the beliefs of one'religion
over another on children.
Adding his concern over the

Chmielewski proposal, Sen. Duane
Benson (IR-Lanesboro) said sharing
religious values is a responsibility of
parents, not public institutions. He then
offered an amendment, replacing the
Chmielewski proposal, making it lawful
for any individual to voluntarily participate in prayer at home or in any building
used primarily for religious purposes.
Benson's motion to amend was adopted,
41-23, and the Chmielewski amendment,
containing the new provision, was
approved on a voice vote.
The amendment was one of three that
the Senate did approve and incorporate
into the K-12 bill. The other two were
both offered by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden ORRochester). Her amendments, requiring
desegregation enhancement activities as
part of the alternative teacher licensure
program, and requiring two control sites
be used to evaluate a school breakfast
grant program, were both approved on a
voice vote.
Another 12 amendments were offered,
debated, but not adopted. Kiscaden had
one of those, proposing to repeal state law
prohibiting school from starting before
Labor Day. Her amendment passed, 3216, but Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFLCook) moved for reconsideration. He
opposed the amendment, arguing that
starting school after Labor Day has not
hurt the schools and is good for the state's
economy. Kiscaden encouraged the
members to support the amendment,
saying that current law puts economic
interests ahead of what is in the best
interests of children. The amendment
failed on a 25-37 roll call vote.
Sen. Dennis Frederickson OR-New
Ulm) proposed setting up a $180 million
school aid reserve in addition to the $500
million state budget reserve. His proposal
failed, 19-39. Most of the other amendments that were offered had been proposed and also rejected earlier as the bill
moved through three committees on its
way to the floor.
H.F. 2189 was passed by the Senate on
a 63 -1 roll call vote.

Tax bill granted final approval
The Senate next considered S.F. 1775,
the omnibus tax bill, sponsored by Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook). On a 4618 vote, the Senators granted final
approval to the bill after adopting several
amendments.
The bill provides numerous provisions
for conformity with federal laws and
provides an income or corporate franchise

tax credit to businesses located in an
enterprise zone.
The measure includes several sales tax
provisions, including a phase-down of the
sales tax on replacement capital equipment to 2.5 percent. It exempts from
sales tax purchases of construction
materials for capital projects at taconite
facilities on capital projects of more than
$40 million, extends the taconite production tax freeze and reduces the taconite
production tax on direct reduced ore.
The bill also provides sales tax exemptions for personal computers sold by
schools to students if the computer is
required. A sales tax exemption is also
provided for horses other than race horses.
The measure includes a sales tax exemption for capital equipment and construction materials purchased for use in
construction of an agriculture processing
facility with a capital investment of more
than $100 million.
The property tax provisions in the bill
include a requirement that the secondhalf property tax statements for property
owners be mailed by August 31. Under
the bill, property tax statements will not
include an itemization of metropolitan
agencies' levies but will include a parcel
identification number. It also requires the
deduction of the property tax refund,
including targeting, from the amount due
on the second-half property tax statement. Another provision requires the
Dept. of Revenue to conduct a study on
the feasibility of basing property taxation
on the square footage of land and buildings.
The bill also eliminates the local
government trust fund iIi July 1995 and
transfers any balance to the general fund.
The measure extends the duration limits
of economic development districts to 25
years and authorizes creation of several
economic development and special
service districts. It also authorizes the city
of Duluth to issue up to $4 million in
bonds to finance improvements to the
Duluth entertainment convention center.
The Senate approved an amendment,
offered by Johnson clarifying language in
the provisions governing the liquor excise
tax. The amendment also appropriates
$500,000 for grants to counties to aid in
compliance with the property tax notice
requirements in the bill and corrects the
floor on the local government aid formula
to be 2.5 rather than 3 percent. The
Senators adopted the amendment on a
voice vote.
Another amendment, offered by Sen.
Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro), also
gained approval. The amendment permits

the state to invoke sanctions on violators
of certain exemption provisions in cases
where the federal government could
impose sanctions.
An amendment by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Pau!), expands the
definition of a city eligible for designation
as an enterprise zone. Under the amendment, a second class city that is designated as an economically depressed area
by the U.S. Dept. of Commerce is eligible.
The amendment effectively includes
South St. Paul in the guidelines. The
amendment was approved on a voice
vote.
An amendment offered by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL-St. Pau!), permits a mutual
property and casualty insurance company
that meets certain requirements to
continue to pay tax at a 1/2 percent rate.
An amendment offered by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), extending a property
tax abatement to lawn bowling and
croquet greens, was also approved.. An
amendment offered by Sen. William
Belanger, Jr. OR-Bloomington), eliminates the bill's tax increase on Social
Security. Under the amendment, the
maximum taxable portion of benefits
remains at 50 percent instead of rising to
the 75 percent called for in the bill.
Belanger said the bill concentrates the
increase in taxes on three percent of
taxpayers. Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.)
countered by saying that the bill's increase
applies only to Social Security recipients
whose incomes fall in the top 15 percent
increasing their tax bill by an average of
$136 per year. The amendment was
defeated on a 22-38 roll call vote.
Another Belanger amendment, phasing
out the excise tax on replacement capital
equipment and eliminating the property
tax refund and the sunset on local
government aids, also failed to gain
approval.
The Senators also voted down an
amendment, offered by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), removing the bill's phase
down of the sales tax exemption on
replacement capital equipment and
applying the revenues from that tax,
estimated at $128 million, to the education funding formula. Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
successfully moved to divide the amendment, and the Senators voted to amend it
to direct the revenues to the general fund.
Subsequently, however, the Senators
defeated the amended amendment on a
13-51 vote.
An amendment offered by Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake), to
change the conditions under which an

insurance company may claim tax credits
for amounts paid as assessments for
insolvencies, also failed.
An amendment offered by Sen. Thomas
Neuville (IR-Northfield), increasing the
personal dependency exemption from
income tax by $100, also did not gain
approval. Also defeated was an amendment offered by Sen. Don Betzold (DFLFridley), providing a $1,000 income tax
exemption for members of the armed
forces who are stationed outside the state.
The amendment failed on a 32-32 vote.
Last, the Senators heard an amendment
offered by Sen. Gen Olson (IRMinnetrista), that eliminates the state's
property tax system. Olson said that
eliminating the current system is the best
way to ensure that policymakers can have
a real dialogue on how to fund local
governments. The Senators defeated the
amendment on a 28-36 roll call vote.
After completing work on the omnibus
tax bill, an attempt to appoint a conference committee on S.F. 1758, the welfare
reform bill, resulted in a lengthy standoff
during a roll call vote. Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), the bill's
sponsor, and Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake), urged concurrence
with the House amendments to the
Senate bill. The House amendments
include a 24-hour waiting period for
abortions. The House measure provides
that a doctor must inform a woman
seeking an abortion be of the medical
risks of abortion, the gestational age of
the fetus, and who is performing the
procedure 24 hours before the procedure.
A substitute motion by Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), to send the bill to
conference committee failed on a vote of
31-34. The Senate then approved a
motion by Majority Leader Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), to table the bill.

Information Office services
The Senate Information Office and the
Office of the Secretary of the Senate are
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public materials and handle inquiries about Senate
committee meetings, Senate districts,
Senate telephone numbers, bill reference
numbers and status, and bill sponsorship.
Interested citizens may also request copies
of bills or ask to be put on the mailing list
for Senate publications. If you want to
know the name of your Senator or have
any other questions concerning the
Minnesota Senate, call 296-0504. Senate
staff members are available to answer
general questions about the Senate and
the legislative process.
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Bills granted concurrence and repassage April8.
n

S.F. 8I9-Johnson, J.B.: Prohibits collection of charges for information services as if they were charges for telephone services. 56-0

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar....April 8.
H.F. 2139-Solon: Regulates real estate trust accounts, clarifies a definition for purposes of licensing real estate appraisers and
regulates dual agency disclosure. 58-1

Bills granted final passage on the Consent Calendar....ApriI8.
H.F. 2967-Kroening: Gives the Minneapolis school district and the municipal building commission the authority as the city of
Minneapolis to negotiate temporary trade and craft contracts. 62-0

Bills granted final passage as Special Orders....April 8.
S.F. 2900-Stumpf: Higher education funding bill. 48-17
H.F. 1835-Stumpf: Provides for agreements on taking and possession of fish taken from Ontario boundary waters. 35-16

Bills granted preliminary passage on General Orders....April8.
S.F. 2097-Langseth: Omnibus transportation funding bill increasing the gasoline tax and providing funding for transit. 55-10

Bills granted final passage as Special Orders....April11.
S.F. 1788-Johnson, J.B.: Waste management amendments. 54-12
H.F. 2212-Dille: Authorizes the Dept. of Agriculture to exempt federally monitored releases of genetically-engineered organisms,
authorizes the Environmental Quality Board to adopt rules and provides for exemptions. 67-0

Bills granted preliminary passage on General Orders....April.11.
S.F. 2550-Flynn: Provides for the appointment of Metropolitan Area soil and water conservation supervisors by metropolitan
counties.
S.F. 2709-Berg: Amends provisions regarding the pricing of dairy products, specifies the minimum price of milk during the month of
June, 1994 and thereafter.
S.F. 1888-Reichgott Junge: Prohibits public accomodations from discrimination on the basis of marital status.
S.F. 2393-Larson: Makes changes of a technical and housekeeping nature in statutes relating to the Dept. of Jobs and Training.
S.F. 2171-Moe, R.D.: Includes Indian tribal governments in the definition of municipality for fire state aid purposes.
S.F. 2068-Berglin: Modifies criteria by which the interagency committee on long term care reviews exceptions to the nursing home
moratorium.
S.F. 2104-Runbeck: Establishes an abused child program under the commissioner of corrections, creates an advisory committee and
specifies the powers and duties of the commissioner and the advisory committee.
H.F. 2553-Piper: Permits the purchase of Public Employees Retirement Association service credit by soil and water conservation
district employees.
S.F. I872-Hanson: Regulates persons who may do mechanical work on elevators.
H.F. 1844-Johnston: Designates trunk highway 212 as the Minnesota Veterans Memorial Highway.
S.F. 348-Anderson: Requires accelerated construction of noise barriers on highway 280 if the reconstruction of the highway is
delayed beyond FY 1996.
S.F. 2556-Johnston: Increases money set aside from the county state-aid highway and municipal state-aid street funds to the disaster
accounts and research accounts, changes the composition of the disaster account boards and provides that the money remaining
from the research accounts lapse to the appropriate funds after two years.
S.F. 2004-Johnson, D.J.: Permits a portion of the Two Harbors lodging tax for restoration of the ship the Edna G.
S.F. 2642-Finn: Establishes a privilege for communications made by witnesses to licensed social workers.

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendar....April12.
S.F. 2550-Flynn: Provides for the appointment of Metropolitan Area soil and water conservation supervisors by metropolitan
counties. 52-14
S.F. 2709-Berg: Amends provisions regarding the pricing of dairy products, specifies the minimum price of milk during the month of
June 1994 and thereafter. 41-23
S.F. 1888-Reichgott Junge: Prohibits public accomodations from discrimination on the basis of marital status. 63-0
S.F. 2393-Larson: Makes changes of a technical and housekeeping nature in statutes relating to the Dept. of Jobs and Training. 64-0
S.F. 2I71-Moe, R.D.: Includes Indian tribal governments in the definition of municipality for fire state aid purposes. 62-2
S.F. 2068-Berglin: Modifies criteria by which the interagency committee on long term care reviews exceptions to the nursing home
moratorium. 60-0
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S.F. 2104-Runbeck: Establishes an abused child program under the commissioner of corrections, creates an advisory committee and
specifies the powers and duties of the commissioner and the advisory committee. 65-0
H.F. 2553-Piper: Permits the purchase of Public Employees Retirement Association service credit by soil and water conservation
district employees. 64-0
S.F. 1872-Hanson: Regulates persons who may do mechanical work on elevators. 65-0
H.F. 1844-Johnston: Designates trunk highway 212 as the Minnesota Veterans Memorial Highway. 62-3
S.F. 348-Anderson: Requires accelerated construction of noise barriers on highway 280 if the reconstruction of the highway is
delayed beyond F Y 1996.47-18
S.F. 2556-Johnston: Increases money set aside from the county state-aid highway and municipal state-aid street funds to the disaster
accounts and research accounts, changes the composition of the disaster account boards and provides that the money remaining
from the research accounts lapse to the appropriate funds after two years. 65-0
S.F. 2642-Finn: Establishes a privilege for communications made by witnesses to licensed social workers. 63-1

Bills granted final passage as Special Orders~~April12.
S.F. 2168-Bertram: Agricultural flood relief. 65-0
S.F. 2913-Merriam: Supplemental budget bill. 64-2
S.F. 2378-Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. Laid on the table.

Bills granted final passage on the Senate Calendarn April13.
S.F. 2004-Johnson, D.J.: Permits an additional lodging tax for the city of Two Harbors. 61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special OrdersnApril 13.
H.F. 2189-Pogemiller: Omnibus K-12 education funding bill. 63-1
H.F. 3209~Johnson: Omnibus tax bill 46-18

Bills granted concurrence and repassage n April14.
S.F. 1806-Finn: Allows advanced practice nurses to prescribe psychotropic drugs under a physicians direction. 53-0
S.F. 2551-Solon: Establishes the powers and duties of the board of directors of the Miller-Dwan Hospital in the establishment,
administration, management, maintenance, improvement and financing of the hospital. 57-0
S.F. 1758-Samuelson: Omnibus welfare reform provisions. 34-33 Notice given of intent to reconsider.

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders~~April14.
S.F. 2031-Bertram: Authorizes enforcement 'of commitments for debts related to lawfulgambling activities. 47-17
S.F. 2232~Pappas: Provides for the filling by appointment of offices in counties that were previously elective. 35-31
H.F. 2626-Samuelson: Authorizes an individual to purchase prior service credit from the Teachers Retirement Assoc. 39-14
H.F. 2411-Lessard: Authorizes the the employees of the lessee of the Itasca Medical Centers Facilities to maintain coverage by the
Public Employees Retirement Association. 44-8
S.F. 2617-Flynn: Establishes and provides for appointments to an advisory council on major transportation projects. 46-0.
H.F. 2426-Finn: Allows any city to establish citizen enforcement programs to enforce vehicle parking laws relating to the physically
disabled. 47-0
H.F. 2617~Solon: Omnibus liquor bill; makes numerous changes in laws relating to the regulation of alcoholic beverage
manufacturing, licensing, distribution and sales; prohibits the sale of "Crazy Horse" malt liquor. 45-3
S.F. 2210-Kelly: Authorizes Ramsey Health Care, Inc., to incorporate as a nonprofit corporation and to terminate its status as a
public corporation, and provides for the care of the indigent of Ramsey County. 45-0
H.F. 2670-Pogemiller: Adds Hennepin County paramedics and emergency medical technicians to membership in the Public
Employees Police and Fire Fund. 45-0
H.F. 2512-Pogemiller: Provides for level benefits for the Minneapolis Police Relief Associations and changes the definition of
surviving spouses eligible for benefits. 47-0
H.F. 1659-Finn: Updates Article 2 on intestacy, wills and donative transfers in the Uniform Probate Code and recodifies the
Minnesota Multiparty Accounts Act. 57-0
S.F. 1735-Betzold: Modifies provisions concerning foster care and adoption, provides for uniformity among counties and provides
for obtaining federal reimbursement. 51-0
H.F. 2311~Belanger: Abolishes some local government levy limitations. 60-0
S.F. 2500-Kelly: Requires proportional representation for various membership groups on the St. Paul Teachers Retirement
Association Board of Trustees. 62-0
H.F. 2666-Hottinger: Prohibits the adoption of specific zoning ordinances by municipalities, counties and towns. 63-0
S.F. 2577-Anderson: Expands and clarifies the scope of business discrimination protections. 60-0
H.F. 1496-Betzold: Clarifies the scope of confidentiality of records of review organizations and includes preferred provider
organizations in the definition of review organizations. 62-0
H.F. 2420~Kroening: Provides for terms on which surviving spouse benefits are granted to members of the Minneapolis Fire
Department Relief Association. 63-0
H.F. 2299-Solon: Clarifies language relating to calculation of pension benefits contained in the bylaws of the Duluth Firefighters
Relief Association. 65-0
H.F. 2882-Moe, R.D.: Provides an exemption to carriers for the transportation of potatoes and reinstates regulations relating to
personal transportation providers. 56-10

15

Senate Publications

FIRST CLASS
PRESORT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
ST. PAUL, MN
PERMIT NO. 2326

Room G95, State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-0259
TDD 296-0250

printed on 100% recycled paper, 10% post-consumer

The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, April 18

Thursday, April 21

The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Conference Committee
4 p.m. Room 229 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2246-Murphy: Authorizing
exchange of certain state lands in
Wabasha and Fillmore counties under
certain conditions.

Joint House~Senate Education
Committee
Chairs: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
7 p.m. Room 200 SOB
Agenda: Regent selection - University of
Minnesota.

Tuesday, April 19
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Wednesday, April 20
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.
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Friday, April 22
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.
Conference committees on various
spending and policy bills will be scheduled
in the afternoons throughout the week.
Please call the Senate Information Office
at 296-0504 or the Senate Hotline at 2968088 for the latest information.'

l

The Min n e sot a Sen a te We e 1< i n Rev i e w
Constitutional amendments okayed
Members of the Rules and Administration
Committee, chairedJ:y Sen. Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), met Wed., Apr. 20, and
advanced three bills to the full Senate. Two
of the measures propose constitutional
amendments to be placed on the ballot in
the upcoming November election. S.P.
1871, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFLMpls.), is a constitutional amendment to
allow statistical frequency information
relating to DNA testing to be used as
evidence in criminal trials. According to
Spear, Minnesota is currently the only state
in which the statistical frequency
information may not be used as evidence.
The measure was approved on a voice vote
and forwarded to tne full Senate.
S.F. 180, authored by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), places a constitutional
amendment on the ballot to allow off-track
pari-mutuel betting. In 1991, the
Legislature passed a law to allow off-track
betting at four sites around the state but the
courts struck the law as unconstitutional,
.Kroening said. Members of the committee
'!Pproved the measure and sent it to the
floor.
The final bill gaining favorable committee
action, S.F. 1991, authored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton),' is the
metropolitan housing bill. The measure was
before the panel because of a Senate rule
requiring bills that miss the deadline to be
directed to the Rules and Administration
Committee.

Target Center bill moves on
With discussion centering on alternate
funding mechanisms for the Target Center,
the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee
approved S.F. 2827 at a Fri., Apr. 15,
meeting. The committee, chaired by Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), reviewed
amendments to the bill.
The basic provisions in the bil1 spqnsored
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (Dt'L-Mpls.)
allow for the acquisition of the Target
Center in downtown Minneapolis by the
Metrol?olitan Sports Facility Commission
(MSFC). The Metropolitan Council may
issue bonds at the request of the MSFC in
order to finance the purchase. Prior to the
~ning of an agreement to purchase the
Target Center conditions must be met by
the National Basketball Association (NBA),
the Timberwolves, and the current owners.
Both the professional basketball team and
the NBA must sign an agreement providing
for a 30 year lease of the arena and
mechanisms must be in place to ensure that
the funding for the servicing on the debt as
well as adequate revenue, is generated.
According to Pogemiller, funding for the
purchase comes from a 10 percent admission
tax a $1 surcharge on tickets, and a
$750,000 contribution by the state of
Minnesota. In addition, a "blink on tax"
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backs up the revenue, if revenues fall below r,tll.. ~ue5S1~SOfMinneapolis. The city of
expected and needed levels. The "blink on
Minneapolis currently has a residency
tax" levies a tax on food and drink
requirement for employees of the city.
establishments in the downtown area. The
Kiscaden went on to say' that it is wrong for
city of Minneapolis also agrees to forego the
a city to require an employee to live in its
3 percent tax normally assessed on
boundaries Just as it is also wrong for the
entertainment.
state to tell the city to have a residency
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul)
re9tuirement.
Q!oposed an amendment disallowing the
We are a collection of communities,"
Target Center from attracting organizations
said Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
that currently use the St. Paul Civic Center.
Brighton), emphasizing the economic
Pappas called the amendment a "no
dependence that metropolitan cities have
competition clause." The amendment was
on each other. Novak pointed to recent
adopted. Pagemiller offered an amendment
trends in reverse commuting and the type of
that provides for the sharing of any excess
l?rotectionism residency requirements create.
revenue between the city of Minneal?olis
Sen. Joanne Benson (IR-St. Cloud) said that
and the state. According to Pogemiller, the
residency clauses can be a contributing
return, if any, is distributed proportionally.
factor in the erosion of the cities, pointing
The amendment was adoRted.
to the problems such a requirement can
An amendment, offered by' Sen. Phil
create for the St. Cloud area. Sen. Patrick
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), cuts the state
McGowan OR-Maple Grove) said that the
out of the acquisition. According to
policy causes conflict. A case where
Riveness l adding an additional 3 percent tax
Minneapolis adopted a residency
on the admission price makes up the
requirement for city' employees, but the
$750,00 state contribution. Pogemiller
Minneapolis School Board did not, was
stated that the alternative was explored and
explained by MeGrowan.
found to create an unattractive atmosphere
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
both for perspective groups using the Tatget
Lake) rose to support the bill, calling on
Center as well as those attending events.
"rural legislators to rally" and support the
The amendment was not adQl)teo.
proposal as a means for restoring the
Sen. Ember Reichgott (DR-New Hope)
economic integrity of urban cities. Kelly
proposed financing the state portion
said the requirement is necessary because
similarly to what is done with the Mall of
employees have a stake in the community in
America. According to Reichgott Junge,
which they serve and provided the example
the fiscal disparities 8roperty pool is used to
that presently more than one half of the
finance the :t>750,00 state contribution,
city's firefighters do not reside in the city.
which in turn is paid off by the city of
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
Minneapolis in the long term. The result,
urged the member of the Senate to recognize
said Reichgott Junge, is an increase in
that in some cases individual choices "must
property taxes of about $2 per year for
yield to the common good." Also
Minneapolis residents and a few cents for all
supportins..the bill was Sen. Douglas
of those in Hennepin County. Reichgott
Johnson (UFL-Cook). Johnson, D.J. said
Junge stated that she does not favor the
that the requirement is a good tool for
financing by the state because it is a
assisting the weak inner cities, which in turn
significant tax policy change. The
has a positive affect on cities in rural
amendment was not adopted.
Minnesota.
The bill was approved and sent to the
The bill was passed on a roll call vote of
Finance Committee.
39-25.

Residency requirement passed

U of M regent elected

New employees of the city ofSt. Paul are
required to live in the citYl.. under a bill
Qassed by the Senate at a Thurs., Al?r. 21,
floor session. The author of S.P. 309, Sen.
Randy Kelly {DFL-St. Paul)i presented a
letter from Mayor Norm Co eman, of St.
Paul. In the letter, Coleman called the
residency mandate for new city employees
both economically essential and responsible.
The premise of the bill was challenged by
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester) as
limiting the "autonomy and choice" of
families. Kiscaden said that a "residency
requirement really reduces the pool" from
which cities can select candidates for
positions, as well as complicates decisions
for families in which one person works for
the city of St. Paul and the other works for

Members at the Senate met in joint
convention with the House of
Representatives Thurs., A~r. 21 for the
purpose of electing an individual to fill a
vacancy on the the University of Minnesota
Board of Regents. The vacancy for the 4th
district seat on the Board of Regents came
about with the resignation of Ann Wynia.
Wynia resigned earlier thisyear to pursue
her campaign for the U.S. Senate and to
care for her husband.
Hypn T. Kim, president of Juno Medical
and Trade Inc., gained 169 votes during the
joint convention to be elected the newest
member of the Board of Regents. Kim, a
resident of St. Anthony, graduated from the
U of M with a degree in business and East
Asian studies.
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Finance
MinnesotaCare approved
The Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
convened Thurs., Apr. 14, to review the
MinnesotaCare bill, S.F. 2192, sponsored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). Berglin
presented an appropriations amendment,
which was adopted, that reduces appropriations to the Health Care Access Fund in
1995 by $17.9 million. Sen. William Luther
(DFL-Brooklyn Park) presented an amendment relating to the welfare reimbursement
system, allocating $200,000 to the Attorney
General to raise Minnesota's Medicare
reimbursement rate. Luther stated that the
legal effort, which is in cooperation with the
commissioner of health, would achieve
fairness in reimbursements. The amendment was adopted.
Berglin presented another amendment
deleting tax language providing rebates to
pharmacies. Berglin said that the change
adds $6.9 million to the access fund. The
amendment was adopted, and the bill
advances to the floor.
Berglin presented S.F. 1867, a bill
re!1uiring the legislative auditor to study the
administrative costs of providing health care
services assuming both a public and private
single payer system. The bill was approved
and advances to the floor.
The committee also reviewed S.F. 2220, a
bill sRonsored by Sen. Leonard Price (DFLWoodburY)~,,~hat outlines the duties of the
Legislative water Commission and establishes a Sustainable Agriculture Advisory
Committee. Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota) presented the appropriations
amendment, which was atiopted, providing
$160,000 to the Board of Water and Soil
Resources to work on groundwater education efforts. The amendment app'roRriates
$150,000 to the Environmentall....Juality
Board for monitoring, assessing, and
reporting water needs and groundwater
quality. In addition, $100,000 is allocated
to the Dept. of Agriculture for demonstration grants on sustainable agriculture and
integrated pest management projects. The
bill also sets aside $50,000 for outreach
activities relating to the projects. The bill,
as amended, advances to the floor.
The committee also amended and
approved S.F. 2358, ratifying the labor
contracts and compensation plans reached
with the state employee bargaining units.
The bill was sent to the Senate floor.
The j2!0Eosal, sponsored by Sen. Carol
Flynn (OF -Mpls.), ratifies the contracts,
which calls for no increase in salary for state
employees in the first year and a 3.25
percent increase in the second year. Flynn
said that total contract costs are increased
by 2.35 percent for the biennium. The bill
also includes provisions allowing the
Legislative Commission on Employee
Relations to approve labor contracts reached
during the legislative interim and adoRts a
temporary uniform settlement form to be
used by the Bureau of Mediation Services
until a form is approved through administrative rulemaking.
Two amendments were adopted. The
first, offered by Sen. William Luther (DFLBrooklyn Park), requires that the Compensation Council recommend the salaries for
state and metropolitan agency heads to the
1995 Legislature. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-
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St. Pau!) presented the second amendment,
requiring that the Legislative Commission
on Employee Relations study the use of
arbitration between Rublic employers and
employees and the arbitration process. The
commission is to submit its report in
January, 1995.
S.F. 2079, the omnibus data practices bill,
was also amended and approved by the
committee. The bil~ authored by Sen.
Harold "Skip" Finn \DFL-Cass Lake),
includes an appropriation to the Dept. of
Administration for development of an
information policy training plan. Sen. Jane
Ranum (DF[-Mpls), offered an amendment
that shifts $50,000 from the Public Employees Insurance Reserve to the Dept. of
Administration for the plan's development.
Her amendment was adopted, and the bill
was approved. S.F. 2079 was re-referred to
the floor.

Bonding proposals presented
The Finance Capital Budget Subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFLCoon Rapids), began reviewing more than
$680 million in capital bonding requests, at
the Thurs. evening, Apr. 14, meeting. The
requests, referred to the subcommittee by
the finance divisions; will be considered as
the members assemble a $490 million
bonding package.
AmonE the requests before the subcommittee, the Senators heard Rresentations of
the bonding packages assembled by the
Finance State Government Division and the
Transportation and Public Transit Finance
Division. Two other proposals, establishing
Battle Point Cultural and Art Center and
creating a superfund cleanup program, were
also presented.
Tne state government proposal, presented
b1 the division's chair, Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Pau!), contains bond approRriations of $46.9 million, including :p35.3
million to the Dept. of Administration,
$119,000 to the Amateur ~orts Commission, $5.15 million to the Capitol Area
Architectural Planning Board~ $366,000 to
the Dept. of Military Affairs, :1>5.5 million
for the Dept. of Finance, and $500,000 to
the Minnesota Historical Society. Among
the bonding projects included in the
roposal is :p6 million for construction of the
Eake Superior Center, $4.7 million for
exterior restoration and repair of the State
Capitol roof, $5.5 million to refinance the
debt on Mpls. and St. Paul parks projects,
and nearly $23 million for reRair and
renovation projects at public buildings
statewide, under the Capital Asset Preservation and Restoration Account (CAPRA),
and to improve access topublic buildings.
Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon)
presented S.P. 20Y7, the transRortation and
public transit bonding proposal, which
contains a total appropriation of $214
million. Of the project funding provided in
the bill, $26.6 million is attributed to bonds,
along with funds drawn from the trunk
highway fund, the county and municipal
state aid highway funds, the transit assistance fund and the state's general fund.
The bill includes $15 million for a
statewide brid"e repair and replacement
grant project, 7.6 million for continued
work on the B oomington Ferry Bridge
p'roject, $3.9 million for the state's snare of a
aemonstration and interstate substitution
project on Highway 11 in St. Louis and

Lake Counties, and Highway 41 in Nicollet
County, and a $150,000 project to remodel
a train depot in Floodwood for use as a safety
information center.
S.F. 2333 appropriates $500,000 to
establish a Battle Point Cultural and Art
Center on Leech Lake. The proposal,
authored by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFLCass Lake), calls for development and
construction of the center to commemorate
the last battle between the Indians and U.S.
Calvary in the U.S. S.P. 1133, sponsored by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), authorizes $180 million in bonding over the next
10 years to support of a p~ogram to clean up
landfills. The funding, Morse said, represents 43 percent of the costs to clean up 67
permitted landfills.

Funding proposals advance
A proposal modifying the liability
provisions for child abuse investigations and
a bill that sets rates for solid waste taken to
environmentally-inferior landfills were
amended and approved by the Finance
Committee at the Fri., Apr. 15. meeting.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) also began
discussion of a proposal to establish a
cleanup rrogram for closed landfills.
S.P."2 77 authored by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.), modifies the liability provisions for child abuse investigations. Spear
said the bill is based on the need for stricter
guidelines to protect those who may be
falsely accused in child abuse investigations
and a provision in the bill calls for die Dept.
of Human Services (DHS) to set up rules
establishing a specific protocol for child
protection and social workers to follow in
assessing abuse allegations. The rules, he
said~ would prevent situations where social
workers have gone to extremes to investigate some allegations.
The bill requires DHS to consult a multidisciplinary task force in developing the
rules. Spear offered an amendment to
eliminate that requirement, which was
adopted. A second amendment, also offered
by the author, appropriates $65,000 to
support the DHS rulemaking process. That
amendment was also adopted, and the bill
was approved. S.F. 2177 was re-referred to
the Senate floor.
H.P. 2010, sponsored by Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch), sets up a
fund for landfill cleanup' and requires
individuals who take solid waste to environmentally inferior waste facilities to pay a fee
for doing so. Each county is required to
designate environmentally superior waste
disposal facilities in their solid waste
management plan. Johnson said the bill
assesses fees on those who take waste to
facilities other than a county's chosen
facility. The fees will be placed in a trust
fund to cover the costs of cleaning up
contamination at those sites and other legal
costs that may be associated.
The bill sets a fee of $6.45 per cubic yard
or $21.25 per ton on waste delivered to an
inferior facility, and rates of $1.38 per cubic
yard or $4.60 per ton for waste taken to a
facility now considered superior under new
federal requirements.
Two amendments were approved. The
first, which lohnson offered, simplified the
Qfovisions that containing the fee amounts.
The second, presented by Sen. Gary Laidig
OR-Stillwater), specifies that indiViduals,

who arrange for management of inferior
facilities and who have provided proof of
financial capability, make payments into a
trust fund on a monthly basis. The bill, as
amended, was [lpproved and re-referred to
the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.
The committee also began its review and
discussion of S.P. 1133, which creates an
alternative program for landfill cleanup.
The bill, presented by its author, Sen.
Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), sets up the
state program to clean up municipal solid
waste facilities that were closed on ARr. 9
1994, and removes liability of those who d0
not own or operate authorized landfills for
the cleanuQ of those sites. The bill contains
a $16.9 million appropriation from the
landfill cleanup account for the program,
and authorization of an additional $180
million in general obligation bonds, to be
issued over the next 10 years.
Morse offered one amendment to the bill,
requiring owners or operators of the closed
facilities to enter into a binding agreement
with the Pollution Control Agency (PCA)
to transfer necessary property and remaining
financial assurance funds to the PCA. The
bill called for the agreements to be reached
by Mar. 1, 1995, but the amendment
delayed the date one year. Additional
provisions of the amendment allow acquisition of the transferred property at a fair
market rate/ and limits indemnity of parties
whose liability had been released. Tne
committee approved the amendment and set
the bill aside for consideration at a later
meeting.

Workers' comp sent to floor
The Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
approved a workers' compensation bill and a
proposal increasingJ:he minimum wage, Fri.
evening, Apr. 15. The committee also
apQroved six other bills during the meeting.
S.P. 2475, authored by Sen. Steven
Novak \DFL-New Brighton), regulates
workers compensation insurance programs.
Provisions in the bill increase the amounts
of impairment comRensation, based on
Qercentage of disability, includes independent contractors performing commercial or
residential construction under the program,
and provides insurance regulation by the
Workers' Compensation Insurers Rating
Association of Minnesota. The bill also
requires an advisory council on workers'
compensation to study system inefficiencies.
ApQropriations under the bill in $350,000 to
the Dept. of Commerce for use by the rating
association. The bill was approved and rereferred to the Senate floor.
S.P. 1944 increases the minimum wage in
each of the next three years. The bill,
~onsored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul), requires the employers raise minimum
wage levels. The wage increases are
determined by the annual gross sales volume
of a business. Firms with annual sales of
more than $500,000 are to raise the hourly
wage to $4.75 on July I, 1994, $5.25 on July
1,1995, and $5.75 on July 1,1996. Businesses whose sales volume is $500,000 and
less would raise the wage to $4.50 in 1994,
$5.00 in 1995, and $5.50 in 1996. Kelly also
offered an amendment to appropriate
$714,000 from the public employees
insurance reserve holding account to the
Dept. of Human Services to cover the costs
of increased medical assistance grants
required by the bill. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was approved. S.P.

1944 was re-referred to the Senate floor.
The committee approved several other
bills and sent them to the floor. S.P. 1956
authorizes a $50,000 planning and design
grant for work on the proposed Lewis and
Clark Rural Water System. Sen.)im
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), the bill s author,
said the funds will be used by the Southwest
Regional Development Commission to plan
a water distribution system using the
Missouri River.
S.F. 1909 authored by Sen. Leonard Price
(DFL-Woodbury), requires individuals who
install and inspect individual sewage
treatment systems to be licensed by the
Pollution Control Agency, and requires that
property sellers disclose the condition of the
individual systems. The bill appropriates
$120,000 from the general fund for the costs
of the program. Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota) offered an amendment to have the
appropriation taken from the environmental
fund. His amendment was adopted and the
bill was passed.
Morse presented S.P. 1921, increasing the
employee contribution rates and benefit
computation formulas for the Teachers
Retirement Fund. The bill, he said,
increases contribution rates by two percent
and those increases would be covered by the
participating teachers. The bill was
approved.
A proposal clarifying the uses of @me and
fish revenues was also approved. S.P. 2445,
sponsored by Merriam, clarifies that 90
percent of revenue generated by the various
wildlife stamp programs will be used for
habitat improvement programs, incorporates
the existing surcharge on fishing licenses
into the costs, and shifts some appropriations made inJ993 from the game and fish
fund to the general fund. Morse offered an
amendment re9!liring the Dept. of Natural
Resources (DNR) to pay counties with
public hunting and game refuges out of their
general funds rather than the.Eame and fish
fund. Sen. Janet Johnson (DR-North
Branch) also ~resented an amendment
requiring the DNR to negotiate with
bargaining units when dept. restructuring
causes involuntary layoffs. Both amendments were approved and the bill was
passed.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.P. 2720, appropriating $100,000
for preliminaryylanning for a Human
Development Center in or near the state
capitol complex. The bill was approved and
re-referred to the Senate floor.

Landfill cleanup bill okayed
The Senate Finance Committee, chaired
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
held an all day hearing Sat., Apr. 16/ in
order to address a number of bills with
financial implications.
Three measures in particular generated
considerable discussion. S.F. 1133, authored
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),
authorizing a "superfund" approach to
cleaning up closed landfills, was the focus of
debate for the latter part of the hearing.
Debate centered on an amendment, offered
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), to
reCluire a particular company, American Iron
and Steel, to obtain an environmental
impact statement (EIS) before proceeding in
the construction of a large metal materials
processing plant adjacent to the MississiRPi
River. ComRany representatives testified
that they had been willing to proceed with
an environmental assessment worksheet

(EAW) but had been told by city officials
that the EAW was not necessary. However,
neighborhood residents testified that an EIS
was the only hope in stopping the p.roject.
Sen. Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater) offered an
amendment to the amendment requiring the
state Pollution Control Agency to prepare
an EAW to determine if the EIS is necessary. Kroening argued that the conflict was
a "David and Goliath" situation and that
the neighborhood was fighting both the city
and the company to maintain their quality
oflife. The Laidig amendment failed to gain
approval and members subs~uently adopted
the Kroening amendment. The bill was
approved and sent to the Senate floor.
In other action, the omnibus gaming bill
was also endorsed and sent to tne full
Senate. S.P. 2685, authored by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio), contains many of the
Rrovisions in last year's omnibus bill. Under
the bill, the base of the tax on pull-tabs and
tipboards is adjusted, and an advisory
council on gambling is created. The
measure also authorizes the use of machines
to dispense pull tabs and, as a result, requires
an appropriation to fund additional positions to inspect the machines. The measure
also provides additional funds for compulsive gaming prolQ"ams. An amendment,
offered by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn), requires that 25 percent of all
advertising dollars be set aside for compulsive gambling programs. The amendment,
which is expected to generate about $2
million per year, was adopted and the bill
was approved.
The third bill to spark discussion was S.P.
1969, authored by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato). The bill provides for
changes in rhe administrative rulemaking
process. Hottinger said that the goal of the
bill was not to reduce the costs associated
with rulemaking but rather, to build more
accountablitJ into the process. The measure
was [ipprove and sent to the floor.
S.P. 2392, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL-New HOQe) and presented
by Sen. Roy Terwilliger OR-Edina), grew
out of the Grant Hussey case. The measure,
the Missing Children Response Act, requires
law enforcement agencies to adopt Rolicies
for investigating cases involving children
who are missing and endangered. The
measure also requires pretrial evaluations in
felony cases involving violence against
persons and requires the development of a
plan for a criminal alert network using fax
machines and the Internet. The bill was
approved and sent to the full Senate.
A bill providing for the regulation of the
salvage food industry was also approved and
sent to the floor. S.l'. 2072, autnored by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
also adds labeling requirements and requires
distributors to Obtain licenses and permits.
S.P. 2194, authored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington) allows the legislative
auditor to conduct "best practices review" in
addition to conducting performing financial
audits, investigations and program evaluations. The measure was also approved and
sent to the full Senate. Finally, members
endorsed S.F. 2669, carried ~y Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.). The
measure establishes a public employees
insurance cooperative task force to study the
feasibility of establishing a cooperative of all
public employees, excluding state employees, to purchase hospital, dental, and
medical insurance coverage. The bill was
advanced to the full Senate.

3

Higher ed merger bill okayed
Bills concerning the higher education
merger and child support collections were
approved by the Finance Committee and
sent to the Senate floor on Mon., Apr. 18.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), also approved
three other bills during the meeting.
S.F. 2367 contains provisions allowing the
Higher Education Board (HEB) to assume
governing authority over the State University, Community College and Technical
College Systems when they are merged into
one system on July 1, 1995. The bill,
authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief
River Falls), clarifies the HEB s authority in
bargaining with the employees of those
systems and provides for the transition of
the systems under one board.
As part of the bill the Dept. of Employee
Relations, which will negotiate contracts
with the various bargaining units, receives
about $200,000 for nandling the additional
collective bargaining costs. StuIIlpf offered
an amendment requirin~ the HEB to
reimburse the Dept. of Employee Relations
for the costs, either by a fund payment or by
providing in-kind services. The amendment
was adopted.
The committee also adopted two other
amendments, both presented by' the author.
The first amendment reCLuires all technical
college proRerty be transferred to the HEB
on July 1, 1995, and that the HEB will
assume debt service yayments remaining on
bonds issued by loca school districts before
1979. The second amendment requires the
HEB to submit the compensation plan for
unclassified employees to the commissioner
of Employee Relations for review and
comment. S.F. 2367 was approved, as
amended, and sent to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2090, authored by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), modifies provisions dealing
with child SUPPClrt determinations and
enforcement. Under the bill, the Attorney
General's Office is required to plan a public
service campaign on the need to make child
support payments; n~guires the Dept. of
Human Services ~DHS) to publiSh the
names and last-known addresses of individuals who are significantly delinquent in
making their support payments, and that
DHS conduct a Child Support Assurance
Feasibility Study. An appropriation of
$356,000 was tied to the components of the
bill.
The committee reconciled the costs of the
bill with an amendment, offered by Sen. Pat
Piper (DFL-Austin), removing the newspaper publication provisions, wnich were
added to another bill, and requiring that
existing funds be used to cover the costs of
the public service campaign. Piper also
presented an amendment to appropriate
:p150,000 to DHS for the feasibility study.
The amendments were approved.
Two other amendments were adopted.
Sen. Cal Larson OR-Fergus Falls) offered an
amendment requiring the attorney general's
office to consult with DHS as the public
service camRaign is developed and Piper
proposed a change in language to make the
pUblic service campaign an option. Both
amendments were adopted, and S.F. 2090
was passed on to the floor.
A bill changing the procedures the
attorney general's office uses for charging
fees was also apQ.roved and re-referred to the
floor. Under S.l". 2707, authored by
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Merriam, the attorney general's office will
receive a direct appropriation for its
continuing services while larger clients will
include an eXRected legal costs as part of
their biennial budget proposal. He said the
bill will eliminate the charge-back system
now used and will provide more accountability in the funding system.
The committee also amended and
approved S.F. 2313, sponsored by"'Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park). 'lhe bill
contains provisions setting up a superfund
account for landfill cleanup and limits the
liability on current property owners for the
release of hazardous materials that occurred
prior to their ownership. The members
moved to eliminate the superfund provisions
and re-referred the bill to the floor.
S.F. 1858 gives the Dept. of Administration the autnority to sell land in the Gordy
Yaeger wildlife management area to the
Rochester School District. The bill,
authored by Sen. Duane Benson ORLanesboro), was approved and sent to the
floor.

Buildings, buses discussed
The Finance Capital Budget Subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFLCoon Rapids), took UR four bonding
proposals during the K1on., Apr. 18, evening
meeting, reviewing the appropriations from
the Jobs, Energy and Community Development Division and the Education Division.
Presentations were also made on bills
creating a livestock expansion loan program
and setting up a high speed bus service pilot
project.
Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.),
presented a $23.4 million bonding package
assembled in the Jobs, Energy and Community Development Division. Included are
the Minnesota Humanities Commission's
$1.3 million proposal to restore the west
wing of the old Gillette Hospital building in
St. Paul, $4.9 million to the Minnesota
Historical Society for various preservation
projects, $2.25 million towards construction
of a Labor Interpretive Center, and $4
million for energy investment loans to the
Dept. of Public Service. An additional $10
million is appropriated to the Dept. of Trade
and Economic Development for grants to
clean up contaminatedrroperties, $3
million for eXJ2ansion 0 the Mpls. Convention Center, :p2 million for loans to local
governments to build transitional housing,
and $1 million for grants to build or repair
Head Start facilities.
The K-12 education bonding proposal was
reviewed for the subcommittee Dy' Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.). He said
the proposal contains $15.2 million for six
projects, and prioritized the remaining
requests. The package calls for $2.6 million
for a maximum effort school loan to the
Nett Lake School District, $1.5 million for
two renovation projects at the Center for
Arts Education, two requests from the
Faribault State Academies totalling $2.7
million, and a $6 million cooperative
secondary facility grant to the Atwater,
Cosmo, and Grove City School Districts.
Pogemiller presented the other requests
considered by the Education Division,
including a $9 million maximum effort loan
to the Big Lake School District and $20
million for grants to allow districts involved
with voluntary desegregation to build
magnet schools.

S.F. 2150, Rroviding the Rural Finance
Authority with bonding authority for a
livestock feedlot operation expansion loan
Qrogram. The author, Sen. Steve Dille ORDassel), said loans would be available for
farmers that want to expand their oQerations
and payments on those loans would be used
to support the program.
S.F. 2153, presented by the author, Sen.
Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington), rroposes
$2.6 million in bonds for creation 0 a nigh
speed bus service pilot Rroject. He said the
communities along the Interstate 35W and
494 corridors developed the plan for the
project, which will link the southern suburbs
with the Mpls. and St. Paul downtown
areas.

Funding bills advance
The Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
approved 16 bills, including proposals to set
up a non-point pollution control program,
providing for a stray voltage study, and
offering early retirement for higher education system employees at the Tues., Apr. 19,
meeting. All of the bills were recommended
to pass and re-referred to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1945 sets up a program to assist in
cleaning!!p non-point water pollution
sources. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), establishes an
Agriculture Best Management Practices
Loan Program supported by an approQriation
from the water pollution control revolving
account. The bill also increases the Public
Facility Authority's (PFA) bonding authority to :p350 million to support the loans that
will be available under program. Morse
offered an amendment syecifying that the
Dept. of Agriculture wil receive up to $20
million from the revolving account,
permitting counties to work with local
lenders in establishing their own revolving
fund programs, sets loan repayment terms,
and aQpropriates up to $10 million to PFA
from tne revolvin~accountfor additional for
loans and grants. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was approved.
S.F. 1609, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples)./..mandates the Public Utilities
Commission (YUC) to study_of the effects of
stray voltage and that the PUC set up a
scientific advisory task force to conduct the
study. The commission can assess up to
$1.16 million against the public utilities for
the costs of the study and the bill designates
$750,000 for both the research project and a
survey of electric distribution facilities,
another $300,000 to create a stray voltage
assessment team, provides $85,000 for grants
to dairy producers assistin£ in preparation
and analysis of data, and :P25,OOO for grants
to allow the producers to participate in the
proceedings.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin) offered an
amendment changing the group from a task
force to a team of science advisors, deleting
the stray voltage assessment team appropriation, and allowing the PUC to use :P2,500 to
administer the assessment. The amendment
was adopted. Morse then proposed an
amendment, reducing the assessment to
$603,000, lowering the funding for the study
to $500,000 and decreasing the producer
participation grants to $15,000. His
amendment was also adopted and the bill
was approved.
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) presented S.F. 2498, providing early

retirement incentives to higher education
system employees and extending coverage
oRtions for employees of the Higher
Education Board once the merger of the
State University, Community College, and
Technical College Systems occurs in 1995.
Stumpf offered two amendments to the bill.
The first provides the terms that will apply
when an employee, taking early retirement,
chooses to buy additional service credit, and
the second amendment allows some
employees of the Higher Education Coordinating Board to'receive the incentives if the
agency is restructured. Both amendments
were adopted.
Stumpf also presented S.F. 2795 allowing
alternative wetland regulation under county
Rlans and expanding the types of wetlands
that may be used in the state wetland bank.
He offered two amendments, deleting the
appropriations from the bill and containing
a provision continuing a cooperative effort
with North Dakota and the Army' Corps of
Engineers to evaluate Red River flood
control measures. The amendments were
adopted and the bill was passed.
All of the other bills on the committee's
agenda were also approved and re-referred to
the floor. H.P. 2064,sponsored by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
permits the HFA to make purchase and
rehabilitation loans and make equity takeout loans under the community rehabilitation program. It also brings other housing
provisions into conformity with federal
regulations.
S.P. 2910 appropriates $111,000 to pay
claims made against the state. The bill,
authored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFLSt.Paul) was prepared by the Joint Subcommittet; on Claims and provides funds to pay
for a number of injury and accident claims,
and adjusted compensation claims veterans
claims. The committee adopted Kelly's
amendment providing an additional ~ 1,363
for a medical treatment claim. Sen. Janet
Johnston (DFL-North Branch) proposed two
amendments, the first requiring a $71,000
~Rropriation to the Attorney General's
Office for a reimbursement to a business
alleged to have illegally disposed of hazardous waste. The second amendment requires
a $5 claim filing fee, which is reimbursed if
the claim is awarded. Both amendments
were approved.
S.F. 2354, authored by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), authorizes the
state's participation in a federal hazardous
materials transportation safety pilot program
and establishes fees on shippers and carriers
of hazardous waste. The bill appropriates
$72,000, which will be offset by the fees paid
by carriers of hazardous material.
The committee also approved S.F. 2520,
authored by Sen. Leonard Price (DFLWoodbury), apRropriating $49'l000 from
the Waste Tire Program to the t'ollution
Control Agency for a statewide study of
motor vehicle salvage yards.
The various medical licensing boards may
establish a program to assist licensed medical
practitioners with their medical p~oblems
under a bill presented by Piper. H.P. 2120
provides $1 Y8,000 to allow the program to
begin and all but $18,000 will be reimbursed
to the state's special revenue account from
fees paid by the various boards. The bill was
approved.
Piper also presented S.F. 2630, restructuring the offices of four ombudspersons
allowing them to be in a single location.
She offered an amendment eliminating the

appropriation section, and both the
amendment and the bill were approved.
Merriam Rresented four bills for consideration. H.P. 3120 gives the National Guard
adjutant general the authority to pay the
expenses of forces ordered to active duty
wnen budgeted funds are insufficient. S.P.
2523 reestablishes the Office of Waste
Management as the Office of Environmental
Assistance. S.P. 2795 requires that state fees
cover the costs of services and that agencies
that establish fees at levels higher than cost
need statutory approval to do so. S.P. 2866,
a proposal reforming the state's financial
management process, requires the governor
and Legislature to set biennial budget and
long-term financial goals, and contains
provisions requiring a forecast of state and
local revenues. All four bills were approved.
The committee approved two other bills.
H.F. 1985, sponsored by_Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), provides
for limited liability business partnerships and
an appropriation of $19,000 was approved
for costs associated with the registration
processes. S.P. 2234 adiusts approRriations
made by the 1993 Legislature based on the
project recommendations of the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources. The
bill, authored by Morse, reduces the funding
appr()R~iated for study of groundwater levels
near White Bear Lake from $220,000 to
$175,000 and provides $300,000 for a
watershed improvement project.

11 funding bills approved
The Finance Committee, chaired by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon RllpJds), worked
through an 11-bill agenda on Wed., Apr. 20,
including proposals to set up a livestock
feedlot expansion loan program and to
require alternative fuel users to have a
permit. All of the bills were recommended
to pass and re-referred to the Senate floor.
S.F. 2150, authored by Sen. Steve Dille
(IR-Dassel), gives $20 million in bond
authority to the Rural Finance Authority to
use for loans to dairy farmers that want to
expand their livestock operation. The bill
also requires that expansion pr()posals must
be approved by the Minnesota Extension
Service before the loans are awarded, and
that the Dept. of Agriculture and the
Pollution Control Agency establish a feedlot
and manure management advisory committee. An amendment to the bill was offered
by Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm)
to aPfJroRriate $250,000 for a grant to the
dairy leaders roundtable. Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) profJosed amending
the amendment to reduce the apfJropriation
to $50,000 and requiring the funds to be
matched from non-state sources. Kroening's
motion was approved and the Frederickson
amendment was adopted. The bill, as
amended, was re-referred to the floor.
S.P. 2006 reinstates an alternative fuel
Q.ermit system, which was rel?ealed in 1993.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Horian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), sets a
fee schedule for vehicles that use alternative
fuels instead of gasoline. The fees would be
used to support the costs of the permitting
system. Frederickson moved to amend the
bill by setting the annual fees between $175
and $420, depending on the weight of the
vehicles. The amendment was adopted and
the bill approved.
Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul)
I?resented S.F. 2316, allowing the State
Board of Investment to invest in unrated
corporation bonds and in non-rated bonds,

and to restructure their earning deductions.
Metzen said the unrated and non-rated
bonds, known as junk bonds, make UR about
40 percent of the bonds available, and the
Board of Investment is prevented from
investing in those bonds by law. Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch) offered an
amendment placing standards to be used by
pension plaps that invest in securities and
government obligation bonds into the
investment board's statutes. The amendment was approved.
S.P. 2757 clarifies that the Dept. of
Natural Resources (DNR) may accept and
use federal grants for conservation purposes,
and allows the DNR to make subgrants to
local units of government. The author, Sen.
Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury) explained
that there was no specific authority allowing
the DNR to make subgrants to other
governmental units. Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin) moved to delete the state treasurer
from the requirement that both the DeQ.t. of
Revenue and state treasurer ensure the oNR
complies with the provision. The amendment was adopted.
The members also approved S.F. 2169
allowing excess contributions in the public
employees' insurance trust fund to be shifted
into the ambulance service personnel
longevity award and incentive trust. Sen.
Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), the author, said
the bill also provides for a stress detection,
prevention, reduction and accommodation
program feasibility study. The committee
adopted and amendment offered ~ Sen.
LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver falls),
authorizing the transfer of $1 million trom
the excess contributions to the ambulance
service personnel fund, and another $50,000
for the study.
The panel acted on S.F. 1842~ ~ponsored
by Piper, requiring the Dept. of Human
Services to prepare a report recommending
changes to laws or rules governing the
protection of vulnerable adults. The
members approved the report from the
Finance State Government Division, which
deletes the appropriation provisions in the
bill, and the proposal was passed.
Sen. Rqy Terwilliger (IR-Edina) presented H.t<. 2567, permitting state employees to donate vacation leave for the benefit
of a Pollution Control Agency employee.
Terwilliger said a PCA employee nas a child
in need of a bone marrow transplant and
that the bill would allow state employees to
donate time that will be credited toward the
employee's sick leave account. The bill was
approved.
S.F. 1795, sponsored by Sen. Gary Laidig
(IR-Stillwater), establishes the Minnesota
Child Passenger Restraint and Education
Account in the state treasury. Fines issued
for violation of child restraint laws would go
into the account. The funds would be used
to provide child restraint systems to families
in financial need and to support educational
programs on the proper use of child passenger restraint systems. He offered an
amendment to the bill specifying that
$37,000 from the account be used to supply
the restraint systems. Laidig's amendment
was adopted and the bill was approved.
The annuity reduction that occurs when
retired state university and community
college employees return to work part time
is waived under S.P. 2357, sRonsored by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota). Under
the bill, retired full-time employees may
work up to two-thirds time without a
penalty.
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H.F. 2226 was presented Qy Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul). The bill allows
employees of Minnesota Project Innovation,
Inc., to receive the same health coverage
benefits as full state employees. Anderson
said that the board of Proiect Innovation, a
group within Minnesota TechnololN' Inc.,
currently provides benefits to its 17 employees, but die board wishes to offer the health
insurance package available to state
em.1lloyees.
The Senators also approved S.F. 2289,
allowing persons who wish to build or
expand air emission facilities to reimburse
the Pollution Control Agency for certain
permit-related costs. Merriam the bill's
author, said the proposal was developed in
response to a situation where an industry
wanted to install air emission controls and
reimburse the PCA for costs to expedite the
permit review.

Jobs, Energy and
Community Development
Appointees confirmed
The Jobs, Energy and Community
Development Committee, chaired by Sen.
Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton) met
Weds., Apr. 20, to consider tue confirmations of five gubernatorial appointees.
Recommended to be confirmed as members
of the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
were Jo Van Hovel, Bruce Bakken and
Michael Finch. Duncan Baird, appointed to
the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority,
was also recommended for confirmation. R.
Marshall Johnson was recommended for
confirmation as a member of the Public
Utilities Commission.

Judiciary
Debt Collections Act fails
The Senate ludiciary Committee voted to
layover S.F. 2076, the Minnesota Debt
Collection Act.. Tues. evening1 Apr. 19. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. Richard Cohen,
(DFL-St. Paul) creates a centralized state
entity to collect $1.09 billion owed to
various state agencies. Cohen said that with
the exception of the Dept. of Human
Services and the Dept. of Revenue, both of
which have some limited tools to collect
child support and back taxes, other state
agencies have no means to collect the
monies owed them.
Testifying in support of the measure was
Assistant Attorney General Tammy Pust, a
member of the Accounts Receivable Reengineering Project. Pust said that the bill
contains nothing that does not already exist
in law. Certain controversial issues, such as
the change of venue and the state lien
provision, are matters of public policy and
must be resolved by the committee.
Jerry Lane, from Legal Aid strongly
objected to Pust's position. He said that the
measure gives the state powers that are not
available to commercial collection agencies,
and that it affects the poor and uneducated.
"It is lop-sided and dangerous," Lane said.
Several committee members a~reed. Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said, 'the bill
gives the state authority which the private
sector doesn't have, for example, the change
of venue."
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
raised concerns about state liens. Finn said
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that an individual who purchases an item at
an auction will not know if the property he
or she has just bought, will remain in his or
her possession. "Tne bill gives the state
priority over a good faith buyer," Finn said.
The committee's chair, Sen. Ember
Reichgott lunge (DFL-New Hope) asked,
"Why not hire one private agency to collect
the state's receivables?" Jerry McClure, from
the Dept. of Revenue said that private
collection agencies have a profit motive
figured into their operations, a cost that a
state entity would forgo.
Other objections were raised about
administrative fees and a continuous levy
provision. Sen. Allan Spear, (DFL-Mpls.)
said that he was uncomfortable with the bill
in its present form. "It consolidates and
augments the power of the state against the
individual," he said. Spear then moved to
lay the measure over, and members unanimouslyapproved the motion.

Metropolitan and Local
Government
Housing plan proposed
A proposal requiring the Metropolitan
Council to develop a plan to meet affordable
housing needs throughout the Metro Area
was amended and ~proved by the Metropolitan and Local Government Committee,
chaired by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St.
Louis Park) for Sen. Betty Adkins, during
the Thurs., Apr. 14, meeting. The bill was
re-referred to the Senate floor.
S.F. 1991, sp_onsored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), requires that
the Metro Council develop a plan suggesting
how municipalities can eliminate barriers to
housing choices and provides sanctions on
municiPalities for non-compliance with the
plan. Those communities found to be out of
compliance with the Metro Council plan
would lose their homestead and agricultural
credit allocations, and that aid would be
redistributed among communities in
compliance with die plan. The bill had
been sent to the Senate floor earlier this
session, but was re-referred to the committee
on a motion by Sen. Edward Oliver (IRD~ephaven).

Novak said the bill is intended to provide
a full range of housing options in each
community, so that residents can find
affordable housing near areas where they_ '
work or where jOb opportunities exist. He
added that some communities have ordinances in place that discourage development of diverse ranges of housing.
Yusef Mgeni, executive director of the
Urban Coalition, said low-income families
do not have many housing alternatives in
communities that have seen increases in the
number of jobs. He added that while some
communities may be penalized for not
complying with the plan, other communities
continue to be penalized by concentrations
of poverty due to the lack of affordable
housinK in areas where jobs exist.
The Senators raised some concerns over
the proposal. Sen. Martha Robertson (IRMinnetonka) expressed her frustration with
the proposa~ saying that there was a clear
difference ot opinion on what the problems
are and how tliey are to be corrected. Sen.
Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) said that she
would rather see work on compliance before
penalties are put into place, and Oliver said

the keystone to the issue was not housing,
but jobs.
Mondale offered an amendment to the
bill, deleting the provisions that penalized
communities for non-comfliance while
leaving the Metro Counci study in place.
His amendment was adopted, and die bill
was approved.

Taxes and Tax Laws
MTC bonding approved
A bill from the Metropolitan Transit
Commission (MTC) was aj)proved and sent
to the Senate floor by the Taxes and Tax
Laws Committee. The committee, chaired
Qy Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), met
Thurs., AJlr. 14.
The MTC bonding bill, sponsored by Sen.
Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), authorizes
the Metropolitan Council to issue bonds of
up to $133.5 million through fiscal year
1997. The total amount includes a $6.25
million amendment, offered by Pappas for
high speed bus research. According to MTC
director, Tom Sather, the bondingrequest is
larger than usual because the MTC wishes
to replace one half of its fleet. The current
average bus age is 6.6 years and Sather said
that the average bus life is 12 years. Other
provisions in the bill provide for the
construction of a new garage to replace the
Snelling A venue garage that is no longer
the type of facility needed by the MTC.
Other expenditures include computerization
of busing systems and public facilities. Lisa
Lee,. a citizen of St. Paul, rose in opposition
of the bill. Lee stated that althougli she
advocates public transportation, she ,
questions MTC expenClitures and believes
that the amount of this request deviates
from the usual $30 million requested per
year. Another amendment, offered by
Pappas, requires the Regional Transit Board
to aClopt the international bus symbol for
s[gns at bus stops. According to Pappas, the
"T" currently used is confusing because
those not familiar with it do not know it
represents a bus stop. Pappas also said that
the MTC is preparing to spend a $25,000
federal grant to study the issue of which sign
to use, a study that is not necessary if the
committee approves the international
symbol. The amendment was adopted. The
bill was sent to the Senate floor.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
presented S.F. 2836. The bill is the annual
Minnesota Housing Finance Division and
Dept. of Finance bond allocation proposal.
The bill contains, according to Pogemiller,
definitions on the small issue pool and
qualified bonds. Pogemiller said the bill also
establishes provisions for entitlement
reservations and housing pool allocations.
The proposal was al2Proved and sent to the
Senate floor. Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul) outlined S.F. 2162, a bill appropriating
funds to the city of St. Paul to reimburse the
city for unpaid current and delinquent
assessments against real property owned by
the state.. the State Agricultural Society, and
other pUblic entities. The reimbursements
are only for real property that has a structure
on it valued at 75 percent of the entire
parcel of land. The bill was approved and
sent to the Finance Committee.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) presented H.F. 2175. AccordinK to Kelly, the
bill authorizes the city of St. Paul to
establish a program providing for the

replacement of lead pipes located on private
property, if the owner requests it. The
program allows the owner to pay back the
money over a 30 year period on the owner's
water utility statement or as assessments
over the same time period. Kelly said the
bill allows the city to issue general or special
obligation bonds to pay for the program,
which will act as a revolving fund. The bill
was approved and sent to tne Senate floor.

Target Center bill heard
The Taxes and Tax Laws Subcommittee on
Sales and Income Tax, chaired by Sen.
Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
met Thurs. evening Apr. 14, to hear a
Qfesentation and take testimony-on the
Target Center acquisition bill. The bill, S.P.
2725, is sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.).
Pogemiller outlined the history that has
lead to the current situation for the Target
Center. According to Pogemiller, the
Target Center was built two years ago in
order to attract a professional basketball
team to Minnesota. Pogemiller said losses
on the facility for the past two years due to
the amount of funds needed to service the
debt have driven the owners to desire to sell
the arena. The Target Center is being sold
for nearly 40 cents on the dollar, said
Pogemiller. The legislation authorizes the
sale of the arena to the Metropolitan SRorts
Facility Commission (MSFC). Under the
bill, a tax of 10 percent is levied on the
admission price of tickets, as well as a
surcharge of $1, to finance the debt service
on bonds sold by the Metropolitan Council
to purchase the arena. According to
Pogemiller, the Target Center will then be
managed in the same way as the
Metrodome.' .
Other provisions in the bill call for a 30
year lease, signed by a professional team, the
forgoing of a 3 percent entertainment tax
levied Dy the city of Minneapolis, and a
$750POO per year contribution by the state.
The health club housed in the arena is
treated as a condominium and owned by a
private organizatioh. The bill also provides
for a "blink on tax" on the downtown area
of Minneapolis, should the normal financing
provisions of the bill not generate enough
money to cover the bonds. Pogemiller said
the "blink on tax" levies a tax on downtown
eating and drinking establishments in an
amount sufficient to cover the deficit.
The mayor of MinneaRolis, Sharon Sayles
Belton, aRpeared before the committee in
sUPRort ot the legislation. The bill "is
Qructent and responsible," testified Sayles
Belton, and will "protect 700 full time jobs."
Sayles Belton said the downtown area has
seen nearlY $10 million in construction
since the Target Center was built, and the
risk of loosin~additionalinvestment is
strong, if the Target Center is closed.
Peter Gillette, the commissioner of trade
and economic development, testified that
the jobs maintained oy the Target Center's
presence and activity is significant. Gillette
said there is a great possibility of "what
might be called a zero sum gain" should the
state take an interest in the arena.
John Moyer, finance director for the city
of Minneapolis, estimated the tax implications for tne committee. According to
Moyer, the surcharge on tickets raises $1.5
million and the additional 10 percent tax
raises $2.4 million.
Richard Breitman, organizer for a group
that opposes the public acquisition called

Don't Target U$, testified that the long
term cost to the residents of Minneapolis is
$113.9 million, but the cost for the professional basketball team to leave is $44.7
million. According to Breitman, the
residents of the city do not want to incur the
expense of Q.ublic ownership associated with
the Target Center acquisition. Thomas
Paulik, a resident of Minneapolis testified
that the cost in taxes to the city and state
does not justify the purchase.
Sen. Thomas Neuville OR-Northfield)
offered an amendment to the bill requiring
the professional basketball team leasing tne
Target Center to provide a 15 percent
security interest in the team to the state.
According to Neuville, the security interest
currently amounts to aRProximately $15
million, which is payable to the state if the
team breaks a 30 year leasing contract at the
Target Center. MSFC chairman, Hem)'
Savelkoul, testified that the provision, if
attached to the bill, makes it very hard to
attract a new team should the Timberwolves
leave. No action was taken on the amendment.
Reichgott proposed an amendment
replacing the state contribution with the use
of the fiscal disparities pool. According to
Reichgott j the same type of financing that is
being used b)' the Mall of America is
available to the city of Minneapolis. Under
the plan, said Reich.,gott). the fiscal disparities
pool provides the $700,uOO a year, and is be
paid back over the long term by the cit)' of
Minneapolis. No action was taken on the
amendment.
The bill is scheduled to be heard by the
full Taxes and Tax Laws Committee. The
subcommittee took no action on the bill.

Bond allocation bill advances
S.F. 2884, the annual public finance bill,
was the sole agenda item at a Mon., Apr. 18,
meeting of the Taxes and Tax Laws
Subcommittee on Income and Sales Tax.
The panel, chaired by Sen. Ember Reichgott
(DFL-New Hope), adopted several amenaments deleting portions of the original bill.
The measure, ~onsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) provides conditions and requirements for the issuance of
debt, authorizes the use of revenue recapture
by low-income housing agencies, clarifies a
property tax exemption, authorizes the use
of special assessments for on-site water
contamination improvements) authorizes an
increase in the membership ot county
housing and redevelopment authorities and
makes changes in the manner of issuance of
municipal industrial development bonds.

Waste bill goes to floor
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
presented H.P. 2010 a bill relating to solid
waste management, before the Taxes and
Tax Law Committee, on Tues., APr. 19.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook), also heard a bill
relating to firefighter relief associations and
continued work on a housing agency tax
exemption proposal.
Johnson said that H.P. 2010 provides that
haulers taking waste to environmentally
inferior facilities, indemnify the disposer of
the waste, as well as contribute to a private
trust fund designed to provide for future
cleanup. Johnson said that each waste
facilit)' is classified under Waste Management Act and Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency standards. The classifications are
either environmentally inferior, environ-

mentally superior, or reuse and recycling. A
provision in the bill sets a fee structure as
well as an additional fee for the administration of the trust fund by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency. An amendment
was proposed by Sen. Steven Novak (DFLNew Brighton), to include the Western
Lake Sanitary District under the purview of
the bill.
The bill was approved and sent to the
Senate floor.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
continued the presentation of S.F. 2884, a
bill relating to the housing agency tax
exemption. After two amendments by
Po~emiller clarifying language in the bill,
S.F. 2884 was approved and referred to the
Finance Committee.
A bill increasing the funding for
firefighters state aid was heard briefly b)' the
committee. The 'proposal, authored by Sen.
Joseph Bertram (DR-Paynesville), provides
that two percent of fire, lighting, sprinkler
leakage, and extended coverage premiums
paid to insurance companies De directed to
fire relief associations. According to
Johnson insurance companies that recently
were allowed by law to contribute less than
two percent, should submit the full amount.
The bill alters the formula for calculation.
Johnson appointed a four member task force
to study die issue over the interim. Serving
on the task force is Bertram (chair), Sen.
lohn Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), Sen. Dick
bay OR-Owatonna), and Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls).

Thursday, April 14
Personal transportation bill okayed
The Senate granted final passage to a bill
that exempts potato growers from the law
that requires a certificate or permit to
qperate as a motor carrier, Thurs., ARr. 14.
Carried by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskin),
S.P. 2706 allows a producer to transport
Rotatoes from the fields, or a storage site, to
the first place of processing without the
certificate.
An amendment, which was added to the
bill, sparked debate on the floor. Offered by
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township), the
amendment reinstates the regulations
related to the operating authority of
personal transportation service (PTS)
providers, as well as increasing the insurance
requirements and the fees charged for
permits. Krentz told members that the
amendment was the language of S.F. 1816, a
bill she introduced earlier, and that they'd
granted passage to the measure 57-5.
The operating authOrity of PTS's, vehicles
that operate without meters and by reservation only, is scheduled to expire in Aug. of
1994. Krentz said that statewide, more than
100 businesses currently exist under the
authority and that failure to reinstate the
regulations eliminates the jobs of more than
1,000 Minnesotans.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester) said
that many communities in outstate Minnesota do not have enough business to warrant
taxi oRerations and that PTSs supp1y some
limited service to the towns. Sen. William
Belanger (IR-Bloomitlgton) agreed, saying
that for the elderly, PTSs are a reliable and
safe method of transportation.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-MRls.) raised
questions about background checks on
drivers. Ranum said that it was necessary
that individuals employed by a PTS be
subject to a thorough background review
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before being hired. Additionally, Sen. Carol
Flynn (DR-Mpls.) voiced concerns about
regulating the service. Flynn said that under
the measure, the only control in place is the
reservation provision, however, the amendment was adopted.
Also passed by the Senate was S.F. 2232,
~onsored by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul). The bill changes the method of filling
the offices of county auditor, coroner,
recorder and treasurer. Under current law,
the positions can be filled only by election,
whereas under the Pappas measure, a county
has the option of filling the positions by
appointment. Pappas emphasized that the
provision does not apply to the offices of
sheriff or county attorney, nor does it affect
current office holders.
Opposition to the bill was raised by
several members. Sen. Steve Dille ORDassel) said that the bill reflects a "me&atrend to elect fewer and fewer officials. ' Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) also
objected, saying, "We kid ourselves when we
(die Legislature) make decisions for local
government. We should let local counties
determine for themselves what they want."
Kiscaden spoke in support of S.F. 2232,
saying that tlie appointments are for
administrative positions. Kiscaden added
that policy setting is determined by the
county boards, not by the individuals in the
administrative positions.
The bill was passed on a 35-31 roll call
vote.

Friday, April 15
Welfare reform bill tabled
After lengthy floor debate the Senate
voted Fri., Apr. 15, to table S.F. 1758. The
motion followed heated discussion,
grompted by Sen. Linda Runbeck's (IRCircle Pines) earlier motion to reconsider
the welfare reform bill and send it to
conference committee.
Carried by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFLBrainard), the welfare reform bill contains a
controversial provision relating to abortion.
Under the measure, a woman must be given
government-approved abortion information
by a physician 24 hours before the rrocedure
takes ,rlace. Known as the "woman s right to
know provision, the bill had been returned
to the Senate by the other body with the
language incorporated, and had passed by
just one vote, the day prior.
Runbeck's motion generated strong
commentary from both sides of the aisle.
Sen. Joanne Benson OR-St. Cloud) said that
to vote hastily on such major legislation
placed all the members in an untenable
position. A conference committee allows
members the time needed to debate and
digest what warrants further consideration,
Benson said.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden OR-Rochester)
called for an end to the abortion wars.
Kiscaden said, "the only way to end the
abortion wars is to find a common ground,
the middle ground."
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake) said, "A maneuver like this is
outrageous." He called on the members to
support Samuelson and oppose the move to
reconsider.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) spoke
against the bill, saying that it imposes yet
another barrier for women who seek
abortions. Berglin asked, "How can anyone
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vote to reconsider, and think they're voting
to help women get off welfare?"
The RunbecK motion to reconsider passed
on a role call vote, 41-26. Samuelson then
moved to lay the bill on the table.
In other action during the floor session,
the Senate gave final passage S.F. 1948, a
bill sponsored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFLChokio), authorizing the formation of family
farm limited liability companies and
authorized farm limited liability companies.
The bill reCluires that at least two-thirds of
the shareholders with control reside on the
farm or engage in farming. Berg said that
the bill proviCies more protection for farmers
and helps out small farms. The bill passed
by a vote of 50-11.

Monday, April 18
MinnesotaCare bill passed
The highlight of the Mon., Apr. 18; floor
session was the passa~ of S.F. 2192, the
MinnesotaCare bill. The bill, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), provides
for the implementation of universal health
care. According to Berglin, the bill is an
important step in providing affordable
health care to all Minnesotans. In addition,
Berglin said, "This is an important step for
rural Minnesota because it provides for
investment in health care in rural Minnesota. The bill provides opportunities for
small health care providers in that it gives
them the opportunity to form their own
networks without a big insurance company."
Berglin also emphasized that the bill
"proviCies a time line for universal coverage
for all Minnesotans by 1997." Under the
bill, coverage is phased in over three years
and insurance reforms are phased in
beginning in 1995 The measure establishes
community integrated service networks-smaller networks than the Integrated
Service Networks that formed the backbone
of previous legislation--designed to provide a
full range of medical care. In addition, the
bill requires standardized billing and claim
forms to reduce administrative cost.
Speaking in sUQport of the bill, Sen.
Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro) said,
"Wrestling with health care is not easy, but
don't think we have the luxury of doing
nothing, because everyone in Minnesota is
covered now, either in insurance coverage
or through state assistance. Weare paying
for it now. But we are paying for health care
at its most expensive, late in the process
instead of Raying for prevention early on."
Benson adCleCl, "By redefining the rules of
the marketplace, the money in the system
will be made by what is saved, not what is
earned."
However, Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFLCook) argued against the measure. "I
believe this legislation undoes what was
done in 1992 by delaying universal coverage
because of a lack of resources." Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) also spoke
against the bill because' the bill doesn't do
anything to bring expenditures and revenue
into synch." "Sometime, we are going to
have to explain to people how we are going
to pay for it," Merriam said.
Berglin countered that the bill in its
present form is the result of compromises
necessary to insure passage and not bring
about a gubernatorial veto. Berglin said that
the bill represents "good progress" along the
way to universal coverage.

The measure was granted final passage as
a Special Order on a vote of 41-23.

Pet bill tabled
In other action Mon., Apr. 18, the Senate
tabled H.F. 2135, a measure prohibiting
manufactured home parks from denying
senior citizens the right to have pet dogs
cats and birds. The measure, carried by Sen.
Pauia Hanson (DFL-Ham Lake), began as a
simple two sentence bill, but grew into an
eiglit page document as the result of an
amendment offered by Sen. Ted Mondale
(DFL-St. Louis Park). The Mondale
amendment, which codifies state and federal
procedures relating to the care of dogs and
cats, touched off floor discussion.
Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel) said that
although he commends Mondale for the
idea behind the bill and for the work put
into it, he objects to the "heavy-handed"
penalties the measure contains. Dille said
that what's needed is a best management
practices review of pet breeders. "Let's
criminalize only the most serious offenses,"
he said.
Mondale said that there is no direct
opposition to the amendment. He said that
it is supported by vets, breeders, and dog
clubs alike. Mondale added that the measure
was heard in the Veteran's and General
Legislation Committee this year and was
passed out unanimously.
Objections were raised about a provision
stipulating that animals must be fed at least
once every 12 hours. Sen. Charles Berg
(DFL-Chokio) said that this does not
provide any flexibility in feeding schedules.
An oral amendment changed dle feeding
requirement to "twice every 24 hours."
Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington)
questioned the applicability of the amendment to livestock. Mondale said that the
amendment is not related to farm animals.
"This measure puts into statute a clear set of
standards for pet care," Mondale said.
Furthermore, it affects only those breeders
who sell more than 24 puppies or kittens a
year he added.
The amendment was adopted, 28-26, but
9-uestions about the original bill prompted
Hanson to lay the bill on the table.

Tuesday, April 19
Omnibus fish and ~g bill passes

The Senate granteafinal passa~, 58-3, to
the omnibus fish and gaming bill Tues., Apr.
19. Carried by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'L
Falls), S.F. 2429 contains provisions related
to the management of natural resources
including regulation of hunting, issuance of
licenses, and assessments of fees and
penalties. Several amendments were offered,
generatinKheated discussion on the floor.
In an effort to decrease the fox population
and thereby increase the bird population,
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-ChoKio) offered an
amendment that removes the red fox from
the protected small game list. Berg said that
because of the fox, the number of pheasants
and ducks has dwindled to near nothing.
"Unless we do something, we're not going to
have anything to hunt," Berg said.
Lessard spoke in favor of the amendment
saying that the Department of Natural
Resources recognizes that there is a predatory problem. But Sen. Doug Johnson (DFLCook) added that the problem is not

restricted to the activity of the red fox.
Ravens, hawks and owls some of which are
protected under federal iaw, also contribute
to the thinning ranks of pheasants and
ducks, Johnson said. Sen. Pat Pariseau (IRFarmington) said that the biggest predator is
the skunk.
Opposition to the amendment was voiced
by Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington).
Riveness said that the matter should be
handled by the DNR. "We pay the wildlife
management people lots of money to handle
these matters; they're the eXJ?,erts and we
should let them do their job, ' Riveness said.
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake)
agreed, calling the amendment an attempt
to micro-manage natural resources. "We all
think we're experts," Finn said, "but man is
the biggest predator, that's our problem."
On a roll call vote, the amendment was
adopted,34-28.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
presented an amendment that authorizes the
commissioner of the DNR to select an
alternative color for hunting apparel.
Morse said that the provision applies only
in cases where current law, which requires a
person to wear blaze orange, violates the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act. The
situation occurs primarily in the southeastern region of the state where the Amish
reside, Morse said. Their religious beliefs
prohibit them from wearing blaze orange, he
said. Furthermore, in light of the act, the
attorney general's office has indicated that if
the law were to be challenged1 the state
"would not have a leg to stand on," Morse
said.
Arguing against the measure was Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro). Benson said
that the act of balancing religious beliefs
and public safety is critical in his district,
where the majority of the Amish live. "I
think it is better to err on the side of safety,"
Benson said. Sen.Jim Vickerman (DFLTracy) agreed, as id Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), adding that to enforce
this provision is practically impossible.
Morse said, "Weare not taking away blaze
orange, but giving another oJ?,tion--up until
last year, you could wear red. 'The members
endorsed the amendment.
The Senators also granted final passage to
several other measures.
S.F. 609 provides for purchase of allowable service credit for public school emJ)loyment outside the state of Minnesota. The
measure is sponsored by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.).
H.F. 664, sponsored by Sen. Jane Krentz,
provides pension program modifications to
encourage experienced teachers to participate in job sharing.
S.F. 1863, authored by Sen. Sheila
Kiscaden (IR-Rochester), imposes felony
penalties for refusing to return a child to a
parent or lawful custodian, residing with a
minor, or contributing to a minor being a
runaway. The measure also establishes a
gross misdemeanor penalty for contributing
to a minor being a nabitual truant.
S.F. 1961, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), imposes
increased penalties for operating a snowmobile or motorboat while intoxicated after a
previous DWI offense. The bill also extends
the maximum length for multiple gross
misdemeanor sentences and authorizes
certain cities to transfer responsibility for
petty misdemeanor and misdemeanor
offenses to the county attorney.

Wednesday, April 20
Crime bill modified
Several key changes were made to the
omnibus crime bill during floor debate on
Wed., Apr. 20. Sen. Allan Spear (DFLMpls.), the author of the bill deleted all
firearms provisions of the bili, including
state licensing of gun dealers. The constitutional amendment guaranteeing the right to
bear arms was also deleted from the revised
version. Spear said that despite changes, the
bill continues to have a meaningful impact,
and approaches crime issues in a "balanced
and proportional way."
Sen. Patrick McGowan (IR-Maple
Grove) re-introduced the three-time loser
amendment, requiring a mandatory minimum sentence of ten years for three-time
violent offenders. McGowan said that the
system currently "does not hold criminals
accountable," and that the law must place
the rights of victims above the rights of
criminals. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
argued that the amendment takes away the
judges' and the victims' discretion. In an
attempt to compromise, Spear proposed an
amendment to McGowan s amendment,
requiring a mandatory minimum sentence
determined by an offender's criminal history
score under the sentencing guidelines. The
proposal was adopted by a vote of 36-27.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
raised the issue of the cost of the future
commitment and the impact on the prison
system, noting that no suggestions on
financing have been proposed. The
amendment would require $180.6 million
over the next 1O.J'ears, McGowan said. Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) supported the
amendment, stating that the current cost is
the loss of quality of life. "What cost do you
put on fear?" Berg asked. The McGowan
amendment, as amended, was adopted.
Removal of the lifetime gun ownership
ban on persons convicted of assault with a
firearm on family members was proposed by
Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield).
The amendment permits, but does not
require; an ownership' ban for life. Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley) said he was stunned
by the amendment, stating that a person
who uses a gun against family members has
seriously abused the right to own a weapon.
Betzold said that an individual who has
acted in this way is no longer entitled to the
right to possess a firearm. However, the
amendment was approved on a 28-26 vote.
In another amendment, Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), suggested a deletion of
$10 background check fees and a provision
requiring that background information not
be destroyed. Spear explained that the
measures had been requested by law
enforcement officials. The amendment was
divided, and the portion deleting the fees
failed to gain approval. The provision
regarding background-check records was
adopted by a vote of 50-14.
In response to discussion in earlier
meetings, Sen. Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater)
introduced an amendment providing for a
Sentencing Guidelines Commission study.
The commission would recommend
modifications of sentencing guidelines to
ensure facility space for violent offenders.
Laidig said that small reductions in sentences of property offenders may be the
solution to "firing sanity to correctional
resources and sentencing". The amendment
was adopted.

Motor vehicle bill gains repassage
The Senate amended and ?pproved H.F.
2508, ~onsored QY. Sen. Jim Vickerman
(DFL-Tracy) on Wed., Apr. 20, on a 62-0
roll call vote. The bill modifies a number of
motor vehicle registration and licensing
requirements and other vehicle dealer
regulations. Vickerman said that the House
version of the bill contained an additional
provision allowing private companies and
individuals to have two above-ground diesel
fuel tanks.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
made a motion to delete a provision in the
bill requiring that just cause must be shown
before a deputy county registrar may be
dismissed. Merriam argued that because
administrative procedures were not used to
select the deputy registrars, there should not
be an administrative process used for their
dismissal. His motion was ~proved.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
offered an amendment allowing vehicles
parked in temporary restricted parking areas
to be towed if the parking restriction has
been in place for at least 12 hours in home
rule charter communities with populations
of under 50,000. The requirement that
temporary restricted parking be in place for
24 hOurs in all other communities remains.
His amendment was adopted, and H.F. 2508
was gassed.
S.F. 2036, authored by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), modifies the
conduct of state agency hearings; and
modifies certain requirements for prior
authorization of services under medical
assistance. S.F. 2371, authored by Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul), requires the
commissioner of health to carry out
education, prevention and outreach
activities in communities that traditionally
engage in female genital mutilation. H.F.
2623, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFLInt'l Falls), authorizes the sale of certain taxforfeited land that borders public water in
Itasca county. The Senators voted to adopt
an amendment by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake), authorizing the transfer of
a parcel of tax-forfeited land to the Bois
Forte reservation tribal council. A second
amendment, offered by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook), authorizing transfer of
a parcel of land in St. Louis County to a
citizen, was also approved. S.F. 2033,
authored by' Sen. Joe Bertram (DFLPaynesville), authorizes the board of county.
commissioners of Benton county to establish
an economic development authority.
H.F. 1901, sponsored by Sen. Steve Dille
(IR-Dassel), permits the city of Hutchinson
to incur debt for certain improvements and
authorizes a reverse referendum on the
issuance of city bonds. H.F. 2175, authored
by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul),
authorizes a program for replacing lead pipes
and authorizes bonding to pay for the
program.

Service for hearing..impaired
The Minnesota Senate is continuing to
offer TDD service for the hearing
imJ)aired. Located in Senate Index, the
TDD telecommunications service allows
deaf or hearing-impaired persons to
communicate with Index staff in order to
find out bill status, bill content and bill
authorship. The telephone number for
the TDD service is (612) 296-0250. A
public access TDD pay telephone is
located near the Information Desk on the
first floor of the Capitol Building.
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Bills granted concurrence and repassage April15
n

S.F. 208I-Wiener: Provides that the open appointments act applies to appointments made by the governor and by legislators. 60-0
S.F. I694-Betzold: Modifies procedures relating to administering intrusive mental health treatment to persons committed as
mentally ill and dangerous under the Civil Commitment Act. 64-0

Conference Committee reports adopted and repassed....April15
H.F. 2248-Benson, D.D.: Changes some pesticide posting regulations. 63-0
H.F. 936-Frederickson: Changes the name of the Dept. of Jobs and Training to the Dept. of Economic Security. 64-0
H.F. I914-Metzen: Provides for reciprocal interstate banking and reciprocal savings ana loan branching and acquisitions. 62-0
H.F. I094-Luther: Insurance omnibus bill, provides for technical changes in laws governing the insurance industry. 64-0
S.F. 2260-Johnston: Makes technical and housekeeping changes in laws relating to the Dept. of Public Safety. 65-0

Bills given final passage on Special Orders....April15
H.F. 524-Vickerman: Authorizes rural postal carriers to operate rural mail delivery vehicles equipped with studded tires 52-9
H.F. 2360-Johnson, J.B.: Authorizes tne commissioner of transportation to contract with the state of Wisconsin to build and
operate truck inspection station in Wisconsin. 61-0
H.P. 2124-Riveness: Makes changes to the state university and state community college individual retirement account plans and
provides for membership for technical college teachers and others. 58-0
S.F. 1948-Berg: Provides for family farm limited liability companies and authorized farm limited liability companies and removes the
limitation on the number of shareholders or partners for authorized farm corporations and partnerships. 50-11
H.F. 3053-Runbeck: Changing the name of unemployment compensation and modifies provisions relating to reporting
requirements, eligibility conditions and liability of benefits. 57-3
S.F. 1736-Belanger: Provides for financial assistance and capital expenditures of the Regional Transit Board for opt-out transit. 61-0
S.F. 1757-Stumpf: Postpones the prohibition on disposing of unprocessed mixed municipal solid waste at the Roseau landfill. 57-1
H.F. 2433-Johnson, D.J.: Authorizes the issuance of $4 million in general obligation bonds to finance improvements to the Duluth
entertainment convention center. 57-4
S.F. 1963-Mondale: Permits the establishment of a special service district in the Westbrook section of the city of Hopkins and
provides taxing and other authority for the city. 60-0
S.F. 2329-Price: Provides an exemption for power facilities containing cogeneration systems. 61-0
S.F. 1921-Pappas: Provides for a housing bond credit enhancement program administered by the Metro Countil and authorizes the
Metro Council to provide additional security for bonds issued for qualifying housing projects. 62-0
H.F. 1416-Piper: Modifies health insurance benefit coverage for the spouses of specific retired firefighters of the Ustin Fire
Department Relief Association and provides for survivor benefit coverage for the spouses of some retired firefighters. 60-0
H.F. 1909-Piper: Requires the continuation of surviving spouse benefits upon remarriage oflocal police and salaried firefighters
relief associations and consolidation accounts. 61-0
S.F. 1938-Chandler: Provides for enforcement of an emplorees' right to review personnel records. 59-0
S.F. 2467-Berg: Changes the boundary of the West Centra Goose Zone and modifies the size limit for walleye to one fish over 24
inches and for northern pike to one fish over 36 inches. 58-1

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders....April 18.
H.F. 2007-Krentz: Makes clear that the definition of employee includes "at pleasure" employees under the whistleblower law. 62-0
H.F. 1957-Benson, D.D.: Provides for the membership in the Olmsted County Housing and Redevelopment Authority and for
dissolution of the Rochester Housing and Redevelopment Authority and allows cities in Olmsted County the option to form
their own authorities. 64-0
H.F. 2159-Reichgott Junge: Provides for the application of unemployment compensation laws to limited liability companies. 62-0
S.F. 2540-Lesewski: Classifies and requires information on applications for the municipal energy conservation investment loan
program. 64-0
S.F. 1808-Stumpf: Provides workers compensation coverage for civil air patrol volunteers. 62-0
H.F. 1859-Anderson: Establishes a petty misdemeanor penalty for failure to provide a written lease. 61-0
H.F. 2405-Stumpf: Makes various aoministrative and minor changes in the laws governing the Minnesota State Retirement System,
the Public Emplyees Retirement Association, the Teachers Retirement Association ana Police and Firefighter Relief
Associations. 61-0
H.F. 228-Vickerman: Provides for annexation elections and changes the conditions for permitting annexations by ordinance. 63-0
H.F. 2148-Betzold: Provides monitoring and evaluation of emergency mental health services on a pilot project basis. 62-0
S.F. 2192-Berglin: MinnesotaCare bill 41-23

Bills granted concurrence and repassage....April19.
S.F. 1732-Finn: Expands Conciliation Court jurisdiction over matters involving rental property and allows nonattorneys to
represent condominium and cooperative associations. 60-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed....April19.
S.F. 760-Price: Grants power to the commissioner of natural resources to give nominal gifts, acknowledge contributions, and sell
advertising. 63-0
S.F. 1912-Vickerman: Permits short term accident and health insurance coverage. 61-0
S.F. 1744-Vickerman: Allows the city of Lakefield to expand its public utilities commission to five members. 59-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders....April19.
H.F. 2893-Janezich: Extends unemployment compensation benefits and provides for a shared work plan. 63-0
S.F. 2858-Flynn: Changes the Hennepin County personnel system to a human resources system and makes other changes. 54-5
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H.F. 423-Merriam: Extends the Clean Indoor Air Act to include prohibiting smoking in the common areas of apartments. 60-0
S.F. 2429-Lessard: Omnibus fish and wildlife provisions. 58-3
S.F. 609-Kroening: Provides for the purchase of allowable service credit for public school employment outside the state. 55-2
H.F. 664-Krentz: Modifies teacher retirement rpograms to encourage experienced teachers to participate in job sharing. 50-12
S.F. 1863-Kiscaden: Imposes felony penalties for refusing to return a child to a parent or contributing to a minor being a runaway
and imposes a gross misdemeanor penalty for contributing to a minor being a habitual truant. 55-0
S.F. 1961-Merriam: Omnibus DWI provisions that increases penalties for persons who operate a snowmobile or motorboat while
intoxicated and who have previously been convicted on DWI. 58-0
S.F. 2036-Hottinger: Modifies the conduct of state agency hearings and modifies requirements for prior authorization of services
under Medical Assistance. 59-0
S.F. 2371-Anderson: Requires the commissioner of health to carry out appropriate education, prevention, and outreach activities in
communities that traditionally engage in female genital mutilation. 59-0
H.F. 2623-Lessard: Authorizes the sale of tax-forfeited land that borders public water in Itasca County. 55-6
'
S.F. 2033-Bertram: Authorizes the Benton County Board of Commissioners to establish an economic development authority. 48-3
H.F. 1901-Dille: Permits the city of Hutchinson to incur debt for specific improvements and authorizes a reverse referendum. 51-7
H.F. 2175-Kelly: Authorizes a program for the replacement oflead pipes, the charging or assessment of costs for the program and
the issuance of general or special obligations to pay the costs of the program. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Special OrdersnApril 20.
H.F. 2275-Flynn: Dept. of Revenue noncontroversial tax policy bill. 60-0
S.F. 2367-Stumpf: Defines Higher Education Board authority for bargaining with employees, designates Higher Education Board
employees as unclassified and clarifies transfer provisions for the merger of community colleges, state universities, and the
technical colleges. 58-5
S.F. 2498-Stumpf: Clarifies pension provisions for the employees of the higher education systems affected by the merger of the
community colleges, state universities and the technical colleges. 60-0
H.F. 2410-Lessard: Provides for the sale of native tree seed and tree planting stock and sets terms and conditions governing the
leasing of state timber lands. 65-0
H.F. 2508-Vickerman: Makes technical changes to laws relating to motor vehicles. 62-0

Bills granted final passage under suspension of the rules....April20.
H.F. 2351-Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. 65-0

Bills granted concurrence and repassage....April20.
S.F. 2118-Chmielewski: Clarifies that the Moose Lake Fire Protection District is a governmental unit. 65-0
S.F. 2095-Cohen: Modifies provisions relating to the public employee vacation donation program. 37-26

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed n April2l.
H.F. 2882-Moe, R.D.: Provides an exemption for motor carriers transporting potatoes. 55-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders....April 2l.
S.F. 1867-Berglin: Requests that the legislative auditor study the administrative costs of providing health care services. 49-6
S.F. 2042-Berg: Authorizes class D licensees (county fairs) to transmit and receive telecasts of standard bred horse races. 38-20
H.F. 3136-Merriam: Prohibits fees for public bond counsel from being based primarily on the amount of bonds sold. 55-0
H.F. 2013-Morse: Corrects unintended omissions from previous early retirement legislation and ratifies prior payments. 59-0
H.F. 2143-Chandler: Makes technical changes in the regulation of competitive telephone services and incentive plans. 60-0
S.F. 1996-Belanger: Modifies the definition of employer for personnel records review purposes. 59-0
S.F. 309-Kelly: Authorizes the city of St. Paul to require employees to reside in the city. 39-25
S.F. 1986-Hanson: Changes provisions relating to compensation required when a wetland replacement plan is not approved. 61-0
H.F. 2680-Pappas: Changes definitions and modifies registration requirements for employee charitable fund drives. 56-0
S.F. 2129-Piper: Regulates advertising and payments in connection with adoptions, regulates agencies, provides for direct adoptive
placement and provides for the enforceability of postadoption contact agreements. 56-3
H.F. 1919-Krentz: Clarifies language governing manufactured homes application fees with in park sales. 56-0
S.F. 2640-Benson, D.D.: Makes changes to laws relating to childrens mental health, provides for development of an integration
plan, provides for conformance to federal law. 58-0
H.F. 2624-Flynn: Ratifies labor agreements, makes some positions unclassified, and changes the duties of the Legislative
Commission on Employee Relations. 60-0
H.F. 1921-Morse: Increases employee contribution rates and benefit computation formulas for the teachers retirement fund. 48-14
S.F. 2669-Pogemiller: Establishes a public emfloyees insurance cooperative task force. 54-6
S.F. 2707-Merriam: Changes attorney genera procedures for charging fees. 59-0
H.F. 3120-Merriam: Expedites payment to National Guard forces ordered to active duty. 56-0
H.F. 2519-Reichgott Junge: Creates a civil cause of action for persons who are coerced into prostitution. 58-0
S.F. 2013-Luther: Provides for the disposition of unrefunded gasoline tax attributable to off-highway motorcycle use. 51-6
H.F. 2839-Metzen: Clarifies probationary employment for purposes of relief association service credit for South St. Paul Police
Relief Association members. 60-1
H.F. 2551-Metzen: Enables a retired member of the Public Employees Retirement Association to rescind a selection of a joint and
survivor annuity and to receive a normal retirement annuity. 47-10
H.F. 2478-Solon: Makes several changes in laws relating to pensions for first class city teachers including defining salary and
authorizing the purchase of service credit for parental or maternity leave. 58-0
H.F. 3122-Pogemiller: Changes procedures for allocating bonding authority. 59-0
S.F. 2685-Berg: Omnibus lawful gambling bill; regulates the conduct of lawful gambling, adjusts the base of the tax on pull-tabs and
tipboards and creates an advisory council on gambling. 62-1
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance
Sunday, April 24
Finance Capital Budget
Subcommittee
Chair: Sen. Gene Merriam

Lundsten, Andrew Larson, Community
College System; Tom Forsythe, Roger
Knauss, State University System.
Reconnect with Government, a project
for high school students in Northwest
Minnesota.

6 p.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda: S.P. 2903-Samuelson: Health
care. S.F. 2907 -Morse: Environment.
S.F. 2912-Stumpf: Higher education. S.F.
xxx-Beckman: Crime prevention. Sibley
House. Strategic plan.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Monday, April 25

Wednesday, April 27

The Senate will meet at 10 a.m.

The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Education Committee
Chairs: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
8 a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: Confirmations: Hope
Annexstad, Audrey Eickhof, Gale
Mitchell, Board of the Minnesota Center
for Arts Education; Linda Powell,
Commissioner, Department of Education;
Robert Brown, Erling Johnson, State
Board of Education; Ruth Ranum,
Minnesota Higher Education
Coordinating Board; Kevin Knight, State
University Board; Archie Chelseth, David
T. Erickson, Christine Fritsche, John C.
Mulder, Higher Education Board; Joan
Olson, James c. Bernstein, Sara Carlson,
Muriel Abram, Roy Wallace, Terance
Smith, Anil Jain, Carol DeRaad,
Technical College System; John
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Tuesday, April 26

Thursday, April 28
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.

Friday, April 29
The Senate will meet at 8 a.m.
Conference committees on various
spending and policy bills will be
scheduled in the afternoons and
evenings throughout the week. Please
call the Senate Information Office at
296-0504 or the Senate Hotline at
296-8088 for the latest information.

April 29, 1994

The Minnesota Senate Wee kin Rev i e w'
Code of conduct adopted

Emergency aid approved

The Rules and Administration
Committee, chaired J~y Sen. Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), met Wed., Apr. 27, and
adopted a code of conduct and ethics for
members and staff of the Minnesota
Senate. The draft proposal details a
number of principles to guide Senators
and staff in conducting the business of the
Senate. The proposal emphasizes the
need to be respectful and courteous to one
another and to members of the public
testifying before various legislative
committees. In addition, the proposal
requires Senators and staff to avoid
activities that might improperly influence
a state agency, court, or government body
and to decide all matters based on their
merits, free from improper influences.
The code of conduct and ethics was
derived from recommendations by the
Josephson Institute of Ethics, a company
that held seminars earlier in the year for
public officials.

In the wake of the fire at a Burnsville
High School earlier in the week, a bill
providing an emergeng appropriation to
the Burnsville School District was
approved by the Finance Committee at
the Wed., Apr. 26, evening meeting and
sent to the Senate floor. The committee,
chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFLCoon Rapids), also began their
deliberations of a Q!oposal to allow public
acquisition of the Target Center.
S.F. 2929, authored by Sen. David
Knutson (IR-Burnsville), Qfovides
emergency funding to the Burnsville
district. The bill also requires the
commissioner of education to waive any
rules and regulations that may yrohibit
the district from considering al of their
options as they respond to the
catastrophe.
A $1.2 million appr()priation was
requested in the bill. The committee
amended the appropriation to $500,000,
which is the same amount of emergency
funding the Legislature provided to the St.
Paul School District when extensive
vandalism forced Sibley High School to
close in 1992.
The committee also debated and began
amending the bill to allow the
Metropolitan Sports Facilities
Commission to buy the Target Center.
S.F. 2725, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), provides the
state and local funding mechanisms
needed to generate $42 million for the
purchase to take place.
Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.)
presented an amendment specifying that if
an entertainment sales tax is used to make
debt service payments on the facility,_ any
excess revenue will be used to fund Mpls.
youth programs. The amendment was
adoptea. Further consideration of the bill
is expected at the Thurs., Apr. 28,
hearing.

Bonding bill amended
A bill that provides financing for
expansion of the state's prison system,
construction and renovation of higher
education facilities, and for natural
resources preservation and maintenance
projects was amended and tabled by the
Senate on Wed. afternoon, Apr. 26.
S.F. 2928, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), provides
$545 million in capital bond
appropriations for construction and
renovation of state-owned facilities.
Included in the bonding package is $69.8
million to convert existing regional
treatment centers into meaium security
facilities and add other juvenile
correctional facilities, more than $150
million for building and remodeling
projects on the campuses of the four
public post-secondary systems, and $157
million for state park maintenance and
natural resource protection projects.
An additional $59 million is included
for projects at the regional treatment
centers, other human services facilities
and $37.3 million for K-12 education
facilities programs, and about $70 million
for a variety of other state projects.
While the Senators were able to discuss
and amend the bill, a provision in the
State Constitution prohibiting revenueraising bills from originating in the
Senate, led to the motion to table the bill.
Further consideration of the bill is
expected after the companion bill is
received from the other body.

Workers' comp bill passed
The workers' compensation bill was
acted upon by the Senate after emotional
debate and pleas on both sides of the issue
for legislation balancing the interest of
workers and labor. The bill was tabled
Mon., Apr. 25, at the request of the chief
author, Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton) after an amendment, offered by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) was
adopted. Novak's name as author, has
been removed from the legislation and
Hottinger has assumed authorship of the
bill. The measure was granted final

Qassage on a roll call vote of 39-27, at the
Thur., Apr. 28, floor session. Major
provisions in the bill re-regulate insurance
rates and alter current benefits amounts
payable to injured workers.
Hottinger offered an amendment
designed to bring the reform in line with
the current system of workers
compensation in place in the state of
Wisconsin. According to Hottinger, the
amendment reinstates language discussed
at a previous session of the Senate and
provides a more constructive approa<;:h to
reform. Sen. Kevin Chandler (DFLWhite Bear Lake), who had had an
amendment adopted previously that
provides for more strict regulation of
insurance rates, objected to the Hottinger
amendment. Chandler defended the
language in the bill that is changed by the
Hottinger amendment and said that if the
state is going to mandate workers
compensation insurance, it is proper for it
to also set the insurance rates. Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) spoke in favor
of the amendment sayinE it represents
more balance between the competing
interests. The amendment was adopted.
Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May Township)
moved to reconsider the vote by which
the amendment was adopted, because,
according to Krentz, it fails to include
independent contractors doing
commercial or residential improvements
in the reform package. Krentz's motion
assed. Small business owner, Sen. Jerry
anezich (DFL-Chisholm) said that the
ody is not looking out for the best
interest of small business. The Hottinger
amendment was not adopted.
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass
Lake) told the body that the Legislature
either needs to "create a new sy_stem or go
back to common law." Finn offered an
amendment sunsetting current workers
compensation laws on Oct. 1, 1995. Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
appealed to the body by calling the idea of
eliminating current law with nothing to
replace it irresponsible. The amendment
failed.
As the Senate prepared to vote on the
S.F. 2475, Sen. Steven Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing) said that the bill does harm to
employees by reducing workers
compensation benefits by $120 million.
Hottinger defended the bill and said that
it proviaes incentives for workers to
return to work after an injury, reduces
workers compensation costs1 balances the
system, and establishes needed reform
without reducing workers' benefits. The
vote on the bill was 39-27.

~

1

•

ommltte u
Education
Confirmations recommended
The Education Committee, co-chaired
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
and Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls), recommended confirmation of the
governor's appointees to several education
boards at the Mon., Apr. 25, meeting.
After interviewing the candidates, the
committee recommended the Senate
confirm Linda Powell as the commissioner
of education, Hope Annexstad, Audrey
Eickhof and Gale Mitchell to the board of
the Minnesota Center for Arts Education,
along with Robert Brown and Erling
Brown to the State Board of Education.
Also recommended for confirmation
were Ruth Ranum to the Higher Education Coordinating Board and Higher
Education Board appointees Archie
Chelseth, David Erickson, Christine
Fritsche and John Mulder.
Receiving the committee's recommendation were Tom Forsythe, Roger Knauss,
and Elizabeth Pegues to the State University Board, Community College board
appointees John Lundsten and Andrew
Larson, and the Technical College System
board appointees, Joan Olson, James
Bernstein, Sara Carlson, Muriel Abram,
Roy Wallace, T erance Smith, Anil Jain
and Carol DeRaad.
The committee also heard presentations
from northwestern Minnesota students
involved in the Reconnect with Government project.

Finance
Bonding recommendations heard
The Finance Capital Budget Subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), continued its review
of bonding proposals, Sun. evening, Apr.
24, hearing presentations of the appropriation requests for health care and
family services, criminal justice and
higher education.
S.F. 2903, containing the health care
and family services bonding appropriations, was presented to the subcommittee
by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).
The bill contains $58.8 million in health
care and family service projects including
$10.6 million for renovation and restoration of several facilities at the Minneapolis Veterans' Home. The members heard
from representatives of veterans' groups,
who expressed their support for the
proposal.
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn)
presented the crime prevention bonding
package to the subcommittee. The $69.8
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million proposal provides funding for
renovation and expansion of several of
the state's correctional facilities. The
package includes $20.1 million to convert
the Moose Lake regional treatment center
into a medium security prison, $23.9
million to expand the correctional
facilities in Lino Lakes and Faribault, and
$6.2 million for renovation projects at the
Stillwater prison. Another $15 million is
appropriated for a regional juvenile center
grant program.
The subcommittee also began to review
the higher education bonding requests
contained in S.F. 2912. Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), author of
the bill, presented the package, which
contains $229 million in appropriations
for construction and renovation projects
among the four public post-secondary
education systems.
The proposal includes $47.8 million in
project appropriations to the Technical
College System, $34 million for the
Community College System, another
$54.6 million for State University System
projects, and $93.3 million to the University of Minnesota.
About one-third of the higher education package, $74 million, is designated
for repair and replacement projects in
each of the four systems. Specific projects
included in the proposal call for $22
million to build a joint technical and
community college campus in Brainerd,
$12.5 million for similar facility in
Duluth, a $10 million addition to
Normandale Community College in
Bloomington, and $10 million to build a
community college campus in Cambridge.
Winona State University will receive
$19 million to construct a new library and
$7 million for renovation at the Bemidji
State library is also included. The bill
includes another $20 million toward a
new facility for the University of
Minnesota's Carlson School of Management, to be matched with an equal
amount of private funds. Plans to remodel
the University of Minnesota's architectural and mechanical engineering buildings, at a cost of $13 million each, are also
included in the proposal.

Bonding bill assembled
A $545 million bonding budget
proposal was approved by the Finance
Cap'ital Budget Subcommittee, chaired by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
on Mon. evening, Apr. 25. The package,
which provides appropriations for state
building construction and renovation
projects, was referred to the full Finance
Committee.

The package includes $150.9 million
for post-secondary education projects,
$157.6 million for environment and
natural resources proposals, and $69.8
million for criminal justice projects. In
addition, the proposal contains $58.8
million for health and human services
facilities, $61.3 million for various state
government projects, $35.2 million for K12 education projects, and $15.7 million
in community development projects.
The subcommittee approved $32
million for projects proposed by the
Community College System, $54.7
million for State University System
proposals, $47.8 million to the Technical
College System, and $69.3 million for
projects at the University of Minnesota.
Except for the University of Minnesota
projects, one-third of the total costs for
the higher education projects will be
financed by the users.
In addition to the post-secondary
education appropriations, the members
approved $1.5 million for projects at the
Minnesota Center for Arts Education,
$2.7 million to the Residential Academies
at Faribault, and an additional $31
million for other educational facilities
requests.
The environment and natural resource
bonding appropriations of $157 million,
which includes user-financed projects,
contains $64 million to the Dept. of
Natural Resources for state park projects,
land acquisition, and environmental
education center grants.
An additional $45,4 million is designated for the Pollution Control Agency
projects, along with $13,4 million in
funding for Dept. of Trade and Economic
Development (DTED) projects, another
$12.6 million to the Board of Water and
Soil Resources, and $21.9 million to the
Minnesota Zoological Garden.
The $69.8 million criminal justice
bonding package supports requests from
the Dept. of Corrections to expand or
renovate several state prisons. Included in
the $58.8 million in health and human
services bonding is $48.2 million to the
Dept. of Human Services for regional
treatment centers (RTC) and purchase of
state-operated homes to serve current
RTC residents. The Veterans Home
Board is given $10.6 million to renovate
and remodel buildings at the Mpls.
Veterans' Home.
The $61.3 million for state government
projects includes $48.6 million to the
Dept. of Administration for statewide
building repair and renovation, $5.1
million to the Capitol Area Architectural
Planning Board, $5.5 to the Dept. of

Finance for Mpls. and St. Paul debt
refinancing, and $800,000 for a planning
grant to the Minnesota Historical Society.
The $15.7 million in community development projects adds $4.8 million to the
historical society for preservation projects,
$4 million to the Dept. of Public Service
for energy investment loans, and $2.6
million to DTED for several development
projects. Also included is $1.25 million to
renovate space at the old Gillette hospital
in St. Paul for Minnesota Humanities
Commission's teacher training center, $1
million to the Dept. of Jobs and Training
for early childhood facility grants, and $1
million for planning of a labor interpretive center.
Having finished their review of the
capital budget proposals earlier in the
meeting, Merriam presented a list of the
projects that were given the highest
priority by the divisions. Proposals above
each division's budget target were also
included in the proposal.
A number of amendments to add some
appropriations to the priority list were
offered and approved. Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-ThiefRiver Falls) presented an
amendment adding a $13.5 million
appropriation to the University of
Minnesota for renovation of the architecture building. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul)bffered amendments adding a $20
million magnet school grant program for
districts involved with interdistrict
voluntary desegregation, and to also
include the Humanities Commission and
early childhood facility grant proposals.
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch) proposed to add $500,000 to plan
the Sibley House restoration and
$310,000 for the Northwest Company Fur
Post Interpretive Center projects. Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) moved to
designate $1.5 million for a polluted land
cleanup program and $450,000 to begin
planning an expansion of the Mpls.
convention center. Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd) presented amendments
adding $500,000 to the package for work
on the Battle Point Historic Site. Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm)
offered an amendment to provide
$500,000 for county and local historical
preservation projects.
Other adjustments were proposed by the
members and adopted. Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota) proposed a funding
increase, from $1.1 million to $2.2
million, for the Lake Superior Safe Harbor
project at Silver Bay. Stumpf offered a
motion adding $380,000 to plan an
addition at Hutchinson Technical
College and another $900,000 to a library
project at Winona State University. Sen.

Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar) proposed
including $250,000 toward Southwest
State's recreation center project.
Samuelson also offered a motion to give
$600,000 for a Duluth port authority
project.

Bonding bill advances
The Finance Committee, chaired by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
approved a bill authorizing more than
$540 million in bonding appropriations
for state building construction and
renovation, Tues. evening, Apr. 26. The
capital budget package was re-referred to
the Senate floor.
The capital budget package approved by
the committee provides more than $150
million for construction and renovation
projects on many campuses of the four
public post-secondary education systems,
an additional $35 million to support K-12
education facility requests, and an
additional $157 million for state park
projects and natural resource protection
programs.
Also included is $69.8 million to
support expansion or renovation projects
in the state correctional system, $58.8
million towards regional treatment
centers projects and other health and
human services proposals, $61.3 million
for renovation and repair of statewide
public buildings and facilities projects,
and another $15.7 million towards
historical preservation and facility grant
proposals.
Along with the appropriation, the bill
includes provisions allowing the Dept. of
Natural Resources to provide grants to
environmental learning centers and for
preservation of natural and scenic areas.
The proposal also creates a magnet school
grant program for school districts involved
in interdistrict desegregation, establishes a
library planning task force to review and
oversee library project proposals, and sets
up a hydropower production incentive
program.
Several amendments were offered and
adopted. Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFLBricelyn) proposed awarding a grant of
just more than $2.07 million to the
Worthington School District for construction of residential facilities for the
Lakeview School. Beckman said the
Lakeview School, which is run by the
Worthington district and serves developmentally disabled students, needs new
residential facilities to replace a building
that had been damage by fire.
Sen. Terry Johnston OR-Prior Lake)
proposed to amend the Beckman motion
by reducing the amount to $750,000 and
setting aside the remaining $1.3 million

for transportation bonding projects.
While the transportation project proposals are moving as a separate bill, Johnston
argued that the bonding bill should
include funding for transportation. The
Johnston amendment failed, and the
committee adopted the Beckman amendment.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
offered three amendments to the environment and natural resource provisions. His
first amendment allows $40,000 from a
$4.1 million appropriation for dam
improvements to be used for a Lac Qui
Parle River project, designates $35,000 of
state park building development funds to
design a rock, gem and mineral interpretive center, and allows the city of Eagle
Lake to use $154,000 from the Public
Facilities Authority appropriation for an
interceptor connector to the city's
wastewater treatment plant.
The second amendment combined two
separate conservation land acquisition
appropriations into one totalling $11
million, and designates $300,000 towards
wetlands establishment and restoration in
the state wetland bank program.
Another amendment allows the Dept.
of Natural Resources to use up to $50,000
to improve facility accessibility at the
Carlos Avery wildlife management area.
All three of the Morse amendments were
adopted.
The committee also adopted three
amendments presented by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls). The
amendments will allow funds from the
allocation to build a joint technical and
community college in Brainerd to be used
to relocate athletic fields, lays out a
process for the Rochester School District
to buy the technical college campus, and
requires the inflation rate be used to
determine property values of surplus
community college lands.
Four other amendments were added to
the bill. Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
offered two of the four, increasing the
funding for the Labor Interpretive Center
project from $1 million to $1.25 million,
and defining the types of programs eligible
to receive early childhood education
facility grants. Sen. Janet Johnson (DFLNorth Branch) proposed an amendment
using $150,000 of a Dept. of Natural
Resources appropriation to plan a St.
Croix Valley Heritage Center. Sen. Dean
Johnson (IR-Willmar) presented a
provision allowing the Dept. of Administration to use up to $250,000 to take
advantage of any Capitol complex land
purchase opportunities that may present
themselves when the Legislature is not in
session.
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Emergency funds approved
The Finance Committee approved an
appropriation in response to an emergency situation caused by a fire at a
Burnsville school and began its deliberations of a proposal providing for the
public acquisition of the Target Center,
during the Wed., Apr. 27, evening
meeting.
The committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), also
approved bills designating a portion of the
state's budget reserve to fund
MinnesotaCare and providing for
licensure of dietitians and nutritionists.
S.F. 2929, authored by Sen. David
Knutson (IR-Burnsville) provides $1. 2
million for emergency assistance to the
Burnsville School District, necessitated by
a fire that damaged the Burnsville Senior
High School earlier in the week. The bill
also requires the commissioner. of education to waive any rules and regulations
that may prevent the district from using
all options as it explores how to respond
to the catastrophe.
Knutson said the fire caused about $5
million in damage to the school, and
while insurance will cover the replacement costs, the district is facing transportation, staffing, and spacing problems that
must be resolved for classes to resume.
Noting that it was difficult to identify
the specific amount of emergency assistance the district needs, Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) moved to
provide $500,000 in funding. He said the
amount was the same as the Legislature
had provided to the St. Paul School
District when vandalism caused Sibley
High School to close. The motion was
adopted and the bill was passed to the
Senate floor.
The members began consideration of a
proposal that identifies the mechanisms
necessary to generate $42 million for the
Metropolitan Sports Facilities Commission (MSFC) to use to buy the Target
Center.
S.F. 2725, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), permits the
MSFC to request that the Metropolitan
Council issue revenue bonds that will be
used to buy the sports arena. The bill also
lays out a number of conditions that must
be met before the bond sale can proceed.
The commission is to impose a 10
percent admission tax and a $1 surcharge
on tickets to Target Center events and
that they have the rights to acquire the
title to the arena and the land that it sits
on. Also, the MSFC is to have long-term
lease agreements set up with a professional
basketball team and the league.
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The bill also requires that the city of
Minneapolis set up a liquor, lodging, and
restaurant tax as a revenue source of last
resort if the arena revenue amounts are
inadequate to cover the debt service
payment amounts. The Minnesota
Amateur Sports Commission may enter
into a lease with the MSFC to hold events
at the Target Center, with the net profits
being applied to the debt service to
whichever facility is used.
An annual $750,000 appropriation to
the amateur sports commission is included
in bill that the commission is to use to
make the lease payments. The appropriation, Pogemiller said, is the key feature for
the committee's consideration.
In presenting the bill, Pogemiller said
the purchase agreement negotiations were
based on the assumptions that event
attendance would remain the same, that
there would be no change in ticket prices,
and there would be some additional
revenue available through the bond sales
to provide short-term flexibility. He
added that the bill is structured so that
the revenue used to buy and operate the
arena will come from fees paid by those
who use the arena.
He added that the agreement would set
the stage for the basketball team to
remain as theptinciple tenant in the
arena. Pogemiller said the Target Center
will continue to operate with or without
the basketball franchise. He added that
70 percent of current operating revenue is
generated by the team and losing that
revenue would make it difficult to
maintain the facility for a long time.
The committee heard from both
supporters and opponents of the proposal.
Harry Savikoul of the sports facilities
commission encouraged the committee's
support for the proposal. He said that the
state appropriation is a key component to
the entire agreement. Without it, he
added, the best offer that could be put
together would amount to $33 million
and it would be likely that the current
owners would reject the proposal.
Opponents to the bill argued that, while
the prestige of having a professional
basketball team is a benefit, buying the
arena because of other perceived benefits the amounts of income and sales that are
generated and jobs created - do not justify
the use of public funds. Bill Melton,
speaking in opposition to the bill, said the
committee should considere whether
there is a link between the proposal's
perceived benefits to the state budget and
the general burdens it places on the
budget.
The members considered several

amendments to the bill. Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) offered a proposal
to use any excess revenue generated by
the liquor, lodging, and restaurant tax go
for the city's youth programs. Pogemiller
opposed the amendment, arguing that the
tax is intended as a back-up revenue
source and that it is inappropriate for this
type of revenue to be used to operate
programs. On an 11-9 roll call vote, the
Kroening amendment was adopted.
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.Paul)
presented an amendment allowing
liquidated damages to be sought if the
sports facilities commission failed to
honor any agreement with the amateur
sports group. He said the amendment
would also allow any resident of the state
to sue to MSFC for damages of up to
$750,000 if any agreements were not
honored. The amendment failed on a 911 roll call vote.
Cohen offered a second amendment,
requiring the agreement be reviewed by
the Legislative Commission on Planning
and Fiscal Policy before it could take
effect. The amendment was also defeated.
The committee did adopt an amendment from Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IRNew Ulm), requiring the MSFC to allow
the amateur sports commission to lease
the faciliries on at leastl2 weekend days
during the year. The amendment also
requires the amateur sports commission to
sponsor equal numbers of events for both
genders. Discussion and consideration of
the bill will continue.
The committee also approved H.P.
1316, establishing a Board of Nutrition
and Dietetics. The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
appropriates $185,000 to create a licensing system for dieticians and nutritionists.
The bill was passed to the Senate floor.
H.F. 2951, authored by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook), was also approved
and re-referred to the floor. The bill
designates $75 million of the state's $500
million budget reserve to finance
MinnesotaCare in 1996. Sen. Jerry
Janezich (DFL-Chisholm), who presented
the bill on Johnson's behalf, argued that
the bill has the effect of forcing the
Legislature to address the funding for
MinnesotaCare in the 1995 session.

Governmental Operations
and Reform
Appointees recommended
Two appointees by the governor were
recommended for confirmation by the
Governmental Operations and Reform
Committee. The committee, chaired by

Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul),
met briefly on Wed., Apr. 27.
The recommendations for confirmation
of Debra Rae Anderson, appointed as
commissioner of the Dept. of Administration, and Kevin E. Johnson, appointed as
chief administrative law judge of the state
Office of Administrative Hearings, were
sent to the Senate floor.

Thursday, April 21
Nursing home bill passed
A bill relating to nursing homes was
passed by the Senate at a Thurs., Apr. 21,
floor session. The author of S.F. 2640,
Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro),
proposed a technical amendment clarifying definitions and language in the bill.
The amendment was adopted.
Sen. Steven Dille (IR-Dassel) sought to
amend the bill by adding a provision
authorizing a study into the ways the two
parent family can be "nurtured and
protected." According to Dille, the
reasons for the decline in the number of
two parent families requires research and
exploration in order to revive the integrity of the family unit. The amendment
was adopted. An amendment by Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester) failed.
The amendment allows a request for a
federal waiver of rules relating to medical
assistanCe fof nursing nomes.
An amendment offered by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), providing for the
capital repair of nursing homes was
adopted. Sams then proposed an amendment to the bill, authorizing the inspection of retailers selling tobacco products.
Sams said that the bill allows local police
departments to preform annual checks to
ensure retailers are adhering to federal law
on the sale of tobacco products. The state
stands to lose $1.6 million in federal
funding if the state does not set up such a
program, said Sams. The amendment was
adopted and the bill passed on a 58-0 roll
call vote.
The Senate also took action on S.F.
2129, a bill establishing new rules and
regulations for independent adoptions.
The bill's author, Sen. Pat Piper (DFLAustin), said that the bill is a response to
situations in which independent adoption
agencies have not acted in the best
interest of the adopted children. Piper
also said that the bill eliminates the
bidding wars that occur in the process of
independent adoptions. Kiscaden said the
bill provides for a mandatory investigation
of the medical history of parents and a
study of the home being considered for
the placement of the child.
The bill was passed by the Senate on a
vote of 56-3.

Coercion bill passed
The Senate passed proposals allowing
persons coerced into" prostitution to bring
a civil action and regulating lawful
gambling on Thurs. afternoon, Apr. 21.
H.F. 2519, sponsored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope),
creates a civil cause of action for individuals coerced into prostitution. She said the
bill defines coercion, outlines the damage
awards that can be given and other
provisions. The bill also sets a six-year
statute of limitations for persons to bring a
civil action.
Reichgott Junge explained the bill was a
response to incidents involving women
who had been coerced into prostitution
and subsequently victimized by their
pimps.
Two amendments were offered to the
bill. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IR-Rochester)
proposed an amendment allowing family
members to bring a civil action and
receive damages in the event ofa wrongful death. Her amendment was adopted.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) presented an amendment refining the
definition of coercion and defining the
cause of action to be used by juveniles in
the civil action. Spear said the bill did
not make a distinction between the
coercion of juveniles and adults and that
adults should be held to a higher standard.
He said his amendment requires that
adults show that they were not only
coerced but subjected to control and
domination. He added that the amendment expands the standards used in
determining if coercion of a minor has
occurred. His amendment was also
approved.
Reichgott Junge then offered a technical amendment, which was adopted, and
the Senate passed the amended bill, 59-0.
S.F. 2685, regulating the conduct of
lawful gambling, was taken up by the
Senate and approved. The bill, authored
by Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio),
authorizes the use of pull-tab dispensing
devices, regulates pull-tab cash banks and
adjusts the pull-tab and tip-board tax
computations. The bill also prevents the
Gambling Control Board from denying or
delaying a license or permit renewal
because a completed application was not
submitted by a specific date unless the
board has first notified the applicant.
Establishment of an advisory committee
on gambling is contained in the bill.
Berg offered two amendments to the
bill, making the license or permit renewal
requirements effective the day after the
bill is enacted, and limiting the participation of employees, who work for an
organization that is leasing space where

lawful gambling is permitted, to participate in lawful gambling. Both amendments were adopted.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) proposed amending the bill, by
designating $1.9 million from the state
lottery prize fund for the compulsive
gambling account starting on July 1, 1994.
His amendment was also adopted.
Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro)
presented an amendment requiring the
Gambling Control Board to propose an
implementation plan for sales of pull-tabs
from dispensing devices. The amendment
was approved and S.F. 2685, as amended,
was passed on a 62-1 roll call vote.
H.P. 3120, sponsored by Merriam,
allows the adjutant general to pay
National Guard forces called to active
duty when the budget is insufficient to
cover the costs. The Senate passed the
bill on a 56-0 vote.
The Senate also acted on two pension
bills authored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul). H.F. 2839 clarifies
how probationary periods apply to the
service credits earned by certain members
of the South St. Paul Police Relief
Association. Sen. Phil Riveness (DFLBloomington) offered an amendment
reducing the percentage of contributions
to the firefighters relief association in
order to reduce the excess funds. The
amendment was adopted and the bill
passed, 60-1. H.F. 2551 enables certain
members of the professional employees
retirement association to rescind a joint
annuity and receive regular annuity. The
bill passed on a 47 -1 0 roll call vote.
H.P. 2478 gives teachers in cities of the
first class the opportunity to receive
service credit for maternity or paternal
leave and prevents teachers from making
lump sum payments to buy additional
credits from the Teacher Retirement
Association. Sen. Sam Solon (DFLDuluth), the bill's author, said the bill
applies to teachers in the cities of Mpls.,
St. Paul and Duluth. The bill was passed,
58-0.
H.F. 3122, authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), clarifying various
bonding authority provisions, was passed
on a 59-0 vote.

Friday, April 22
Missing children bill passed
"The system failed Grant Hussey, it did
not respond fast enough," said Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope).
Reichgott Junge is the author of S.F 2392,
a bill providing funding for a missing
children program. The bill was passed by
the Senate Fri., Apr. 22. Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (IR-Edina), credited by
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Reichgott for work done on the bill, said
his work on the bill "showed me the
wonderful strength" of the Clark Hussey
family. According to Reichgott Junge,
the Hussey family has established the
Grant Hussey Foundation, of which one
of the goals is to update the technology
used to notify gas stations, restaurants,
and other high profile establishments
when children are abducted. The bill
provides for the use ofcomputer and
facsimile technology to rapidly disseminate information related to an abduction.
According to Reichgott Junge, the bill
also provides for the enhanced training of
judges on child sex abuse problems.
The bill also appropriates $15,000 to
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension for the distribution of a
policy manual on abductions, $35,000 to
local police departments for the development of related policies, $155,000 for
special investigations and history checks
relating to child abuse situations,
$814,000 for pre-bail investigations and
$275,000 to the Dept. of Public Safety for
the enhancement of the crime alert
network. According to Reichgott Junge,
the crime alert network uses the Internet
(a widely used computer network), the
state lottery terminals, and a broadcast
facsimile network to rapidly disseminate
the missing children and other crime alert
information. "The existing resources are
there," said Reichgott Junge, referring to
the technology provided for in the bill.
An amendment by Terwilliger, allowing
judges to order that a person not possess a
firearm until acquitted of a charge, was
adopted. The vote on the bill was 64-0.
The omnibus data privacy bill was
passed by the Senate on a 42-19 roll call
vote. The author of the bill, Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), said the bill
addresses data privacy relating to health,
judicial, educational, law enforcement,
and executive budget issues. An amendment calling for a background investigation on the private party transfer of hand
gun and assault style weapons, was ruled
not germane by the president of the
Senate, Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.).
The amendment's sponsor was Sen.
. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul). A major
provision in the bill requires preliminary
budget work by the governor's office, to be
public information. An amendment,
offered by Sen. David Knutson (IRBurnsville), deletes a section of the bill
pertaining to that provision. Knutson
said that the governor, just like the
Legislature, needs to do preliminary
budget work in private. The amendment
was not adopted. Sen. Kevin Chandler
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Senate, 51-14. The measure also ends the
rebate for senior citizen fishing licenses.
Author Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) said that the legislative auditor's
study found that dedicated funds were
being misappropriated and that the
measure corrects the situation by specifying which monies may be used for what
purposes. Additionally, the bill establishes
a citizen oversight committee to review
-expenditures of game and fish revenues.
Merriam said that the changes are
supported by the Dept. of Natural
Resources, conservation groups and
sportsmen.
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio)
offered an amendment that allows the
commissioner of agriculture to enter into
cooperative farming agreements for the
pasturing of livestock. Furthermore, the
Monday, April 25
amendment stipulates that fish manure
from aquatic farm operations is subject to
Higher Ed bill repassed
the same requirements under state law as
After adopting the conference commitare other animal manures. The amendtee report and repassing the appropriation
bill for higher education, the Senate voted ment was adopted by the members.
Also incorporated into the bill was an
to lay S.F. 2900 on the table Mon.
amendment proposed by Merriam. The
morning, Apr. 25. The measure was laid
provision designates a specific number of
on the table because of an informal
deer hunting permits for those applicants
agreement that the omnibus tax bill will
70 years of age or older. Additionally, the
be sent to the governor before work on
amendment
allows disabled hunters to
the various budget bills is completed. The
bill, authored by Sen. Leroy Stumpf (DFL- take a deer of either sex.
Thief River Falls), makes changes to the
Workers' comp bill tabled
appropriations adopted by the Senate two
Debate on the workers' compensation
weeks prior.
reform bill resulted in the tabling of S.F.
Significant changes include a $9.1
million appropriation to the University of 2475, carried by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton). The bill reMinnesota for U2000, a plan to restrucregulates insurance rates and limits some
ture and improve undergraduate education. Funds are earmarked for student
benefits for injured workers. The proservices, educational equipment, library
posed rate regulation encompasses the
restoration of one statewide rate schedule
resources, and health services for indigent
students.
for each job classification. In addition,
The Dept. of Finance is allocated $3
the bill provides for mandatory workers'
million to develop a shared accounting
compensation coverage of independent
plan for the three higher education
contractors doing commercial or residensystems. As of]uly, 1995, the three
tial construction or improvements, unless
systems will be merged under the Higher
specific criteria are met by contractors.
The bill also provides for a study by the
Education Board.
Advisory Council on Worker's CompenAdditionally, the bill authorizes $1.2
million to the technical colleges for
sation to determine non-benefit areas in
library automation, 1.8 million to Metrowhich costs could be cut and delays
politan State University for the Urban
eliminated.
Teacher Preparation Program, and $1.2
During the middle of the floor session
million to the Higher Education Board for debate on Mon., Apr. 25, Novak explained that the bill is a balanced apdeveloping a student records system.
proach between business and labor
Stumpf said that the measure spends
less than the $49.5 million originally
interests, and that it offers "substantial
recommended by the Senate, but more
long-term relief." "The two major
than the $21 million suggested by the
priorities of the business community,
long-term relief and decreased workers'
other body.
A bill that clarifies the purposes for
compensation costs, are in this bill",
which various game and fish revenues may Novak said.
be spent, H.F. 3032, was passed by the
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)

(DFL-White Bear Lake) stated that the
preliminary budget work by the governor
is "the public's money, the public's
budget". Another amendment designed
to require the Legislature to be subject to
the data release laws in the bill was
presented by Sen. Patrick McGowan (IRMaple Grove). The McGowan amendment failed after the urging by Finn.
Senator also considered, for the second
time, a measure prohibiting the Minnesota Lottery from advertising. The bill's
chief author, Sen. Thomas Neuville (IRNorthfield), offered an amendment
preventing false or deceptive gambling
advertising. The amendment was not
adopted. The bill was returned to
Neuville, at his request.

presented an extensive amendment
making several important changes to the
bill. Hottinger's amendment eliminates
the automatic cost of living increases in
workers' compensation benefits, raises the
threshold for being declared permanently
and totally disabled, increases anti-fraud
enforcement, and increases regulations
that qualify injured workers for total
permanent disability payments and other
benefits. Hottinger said that the amendment decreases costs, provides criteria for
measuring expenditures and profits, and
creates a more effective Advisory Council
to further cost reduction and other goals.
Novak responded to the amendment,
stating that the provisions damage the
balance between business and labor. The
amendment would affect reforms by
increasing costs, and that provisions
relating to independent contractors are
important to both labor and business and
need to be retained. Despite Novak's
objections, the amendment was approved
by a vote of 38-28. Novak moved to lay
the bill on the table. A vote was taken on
the motion, and it failed to gain approval
by a vote of 28-36. As debate on the bill
continued, Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township) remarked that "from a business
point of view, there is no relief." However, Novak countered that the bill
provides the long-term structural reform
requested by business, and reduces costs to
the business community.
Continuing to amend the bill, Sen.
Kevin Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake)
proposed an amendment to regulate
insurance rates. Chandler asserted that
the bill doesn't solve the problem of
increasing costs, and that it is "common
sense" to include employees in rate
discussions. The provisions of the
amended bill are not well thought out,
don't provide better worker benefits, and
are aiding only the businesses, Chandler
said. The amendment was adopted, 3631.
Novak renewed the motion to table the
bill, and the motion gained approval by a
vote of 38-29.

Tuesday, April 26
Constitutional amendment passes
At the early portion of the Tues., Apr.
26, floor session, Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.), author of S.F. 180, urged
passage of a bill providing for a constitutional question to the citizens of Minnesota relating to off-track betting on horse
races. In 1982, the citizens voted in favor
of a constitutional amendment allowing
the parimutuel betting on horses, said
Kroening. The Minnesota Supreme
Court interpreted that the law allowing

off-track betting is unconstitutional. Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) stood in
support of off-track betting, saying that
the state's horse racing industry stands to
suffer and perhaps disappear if the bill is
not passed. Kroening reinforced his
position on off-track betting by saying
Canabury Downs can not compete with
other forms of gambling, unless this
authority is granted. Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook) opposed the
legislation, because he said it marks a
proliferation of gambling in Minnesota.
On a vote of 41-18, the bill, proving for
the constitutional question, was passed.
A bill allowing postnuptial agreements
was granted final passage. The bill's
author, Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul) said the bill allows a married couple
with either marital or non-marital
property assets in excess of $1.2 million to
enter into a legally binding postnuptial
agreement. "The basic premise of this bill
offends me," responded Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope).
Reichgott Junge said the legislation allows
a couple to "plan a divorce" and circumvent protections afforded to the married
individuals under current law as well as
creates a problem for the enforcement of
equitable distribution of assets in a
divorce. Sen. David Knutson ORBurnsville) defended the bill, saying, "if
you do not like postnuptial agreements,
you shouldn't like prenuptial agreements."
Knutson also stated that the bill contains
numerous safeguards ensuring the rights of
the individuals entering into the agreement. The vote on the bill was 38-23.
Reichgott Junge's legislation creating a
limited liability partnership form of
business organization, passed with no
opposition. Reichgott Junge said the bill,
H.F. 1985, shields a general partners
personal assets from the liabilities of the
other partner, in an organized partnership.
Reichgott Junge also said that all organized partnerships are eligible for the
status, including farmers.
The family law omnibus bill, sponsored
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
passed on a vote of 67 -0 after numerous
amendments and discussion about
collecting outstanding child support
payments. The bill, S.F. 2090, among
other provisions, modifies the administrative process for child and medical support
orders, authorizes the attorney general to
establish a public service campaign
educating the public about the necessity
of child support payments and alters
current laws dealing with dissolution of
marriages. Sen. Steve Dille OR-Dassel)
offered an amendment that he had
previously introduced to the Senate. The
amendment instructs the children's

cabinet to study ways to promote, protect
and nurture the two parent family. The
amendment was adopted on a 39-27 vote.
An amendment offered by Sen. Kevin
Chandler (DFL-White Bear Lake)
mandates that businesses must submit to
the state a copy of the W -4 form a new
employee fills out. According to Chandler, the state is then able to check if the
employee's paycheck requires a deduction
attributed to child support owed. Currently, employers ask employees if they
owe child support and deduct the support
payment if it is necessitated under law.
Chandler said that the system in place
today does not catch enough of the
employees who do not stay at a job long
enough to be detected as owning child
support. Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFLCass Lake) opposed the amendment and
said the cost employers must incur
(approximately $1 per employee) to send
the form to the state represents a significant burden on small employers. Chandler cited the success of the state of
Washington has had with a similar
program. The amendment failed on a 2837 roll call vote.
An amendment, offered by Cohen, ties
the payment of child support to the
issuance of a state driver's license. Cohen
said the privilege of having a driver's
license is revoked if a person does not pay
court ordered child support. Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington) and Sen.
Bob Lessard (DFL-Intn'l Falls) took
exception to the linking of the two issues.
The amendment failed.
In response to a message from the other
body, Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), author of the NSP dry cask
storage bill, moved to send the bill to
conference committee in order to work
out the differences in the bills. The
motion on S.F. 1706 was passed. A
motion by Sen. Steven Morse (DFLDakota) to resurrect the workers compensation bill tabled on Monday, failed. The
bill was tabled at the request of Novak.
Novak said he does not agree with
changes that he said significantly alters
the bill and does not represent compromises made by labor and business.

Landfill bill passes
At the Tues., Apr. 26, afternoon
session, the Senate granted final passage
to H. F. 3086, sponsored by Sen. Ted
Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park). The bill
provides protection from liability for
person who are purchasing and cleaning
up polluted lands.
The Senators approved an amendment
by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)
establishing a landfill cleanup program.
The measure outlines a program under

7

which landfill operators who stopped
accepting waste by April 9, 1994, transfer
to the state the landfill sites and any trust
monies set aside for their cleanup. In
exchange, the state will assume liability,
excluding personal injury liability, for the
sites. The bill authorizes $180 million in
bonding over a nine-year period to pay for
the program.
The Senators approved an amendment
offered by Sen. Steve Dille (IR-Dassel),
allowing passive bioremediation, or not
actively cleaning up pollution at a landfill
site, when the use of the land is such that
the pollution poses no threat. The
amendment was approved.
Morse moved to amend the bill by
removing a provision that was amended
onto it in committee. The amendment
deletes the portion of the bill that requires
that a materials processing project with a
processing capacity of 10,000 tons per
month that would be located on the
Mississippi river critical area obtain an
environmental impact statement (EIS).
Morse decided to withdraw the amendment, but Sen. Gene Merriam (DFLCoon Rapids), then re-offered it.
Merriam said the language is aimed at one
company's metal processor and therefore
violates the state's constitution. Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), author of the
provision requiring the EIS, said the bill
would apply to anyone who wished to
establish a large metal processing facility
in the specified area. The Senators
defeated the Merriam amendment on a
27-39 roll call vote.
An amendment offered by Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), removes
language requiring an EIS for a radioactive waste management facility located in
the Mississippi River critical area. The
amendment was approved.
Senators voted to approve an amendment, offered by Kroening, revising the
EIS requirement to apply to metal
processing projects with a capacity of
20,000 or more tons per month.

Bonding bill amended
The Senate amended and tabled a bill
that provides $545 million to finance
state construction and renovation
projects, Wed. afternoon, Apr. 26.
S.F. 2928, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), provides
capital bond appropriations for state
building projects. A number of amendments to the bill were considered and
adopted before the bill was tabled.
Further action was delayed because of a
state constitutional provision that
prevents bills that raise revenue from
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originating in the Senate. Further
consideration of the bill is expected when
the companion bill is received from the
other body.
Among the appropriations is $69.8
million to expand the capacity of the
state's correctional system, more than
$150 million for building and remodeling
projects on the campuses of the four
public post-secondary systems, and $157
million for state park maintenance and
natural resource protection projects.
An additional $59 million is designated
for projects at the regional treatment
centers, other human services facilities
and the Mpls. Veterans Home, $37.3
million for K-12 education facilities
programs, and about $70 million for a
variety of other state projects.
A number of technical amendments
were adopted, as was a proposal, offered by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),
allowing the Dept. of Natural Resources
to find another suitable Lake Superior safe
harbor site, if the Silver Bay proposal is
found to be unsuitable. Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver Falls) presented
an amendment setting a minimum
purchase price to be used should the
Rochester School District purchase the
local technical college campus. His
amendment was also adopted.
Saying that the state has an immediate
need for additional correctional facilities,
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), offered
an amendment to appropriate $20 million
to purchase and remodel the Appleton
prison. Berg said the Appleton facility, a
privately-operated prison, can house 160
inmates. He argued that the purchase
would help meet the current need for
additional prison space and that it would
be available much sooner than other
projects.
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn),
who chairs the division that prepared the
Dept. of Corrections bonding provisions,
opposed the amendment. Approving the
purchase would circumvent the process
that has been used, he said. Beckman also
said that the facility does not meet any of
the department's planning criteria for
correctional facilities. He also expressed
concern about the additional costs that
would be necessary to operate the prison.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) also
opposed the amendment, saying that the
Legislature has time to consider purchasing the facility. "There probably aren't
many prospective buyers for slightly-used
prisons," he said. The Berg amendment
was not adopted.
Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar)
presented an amendment appropriating

$13 million to remodel the University Of
Minnesota's mechanical engineering
building. He said that because the state's
bonding capacity is higher than the bill's
total, the project could be included
without exceeding the capacity limits.
Merriam called the proposal to add the
project "a real attraction," but he urged
the members to be disciplined in the
process and not exceed the bonding limit
set in the bill. The Senate did not adopt
the Johnson amendment.
Another amendment, to shift $275,000
from the funds designated for repair and
renovation projects in the Technical
College System to a St. Cloud Technical
College project, was considered and
defeated. Sen. Joanne Benson (IR-St.
Cloud), who sponsored the amendment,
argued that the additional funds would
support the first phase of a project to add
needed classroom space at the technical
college. Opponents to the amendment
expressed concern that the funds would be
taken from the system's highest bonding
priority.
In other action, the Senate gave final
passage to S.F. 2210, allowing the St.
Paul-Ramsey Hospital to become a
nonprofit corporation. Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), the author, explained that
the only changes made to the bill after it
left the Senate require the Ramsey
County commissioner to hold a public
hearing before any property sale can
occur, and that the hospital may no
longer purchase some of its goods in
conjunction with the state. Kelly's
motion was approved and the bill was
passed, 62-0.
The Senate also adopted the conference
committee report on H.F. 2362, which
contains provision relating to liability on
owners of dangerous animals. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge
(DFL-New Hope), was passed on a 62-2
vote.

Wednesday, April 27
Rulemaking reforms approved
Discussion on the floor Wed., Apr. 27
resulted in the final passage of an administrative rulemaking reform bill. Sponsored
by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato),
the bill provides "better oversight,
accountability, and accessibility" for state
government, Hottinger said. Hottinger
explained that the bill enhances legislative, gubernatorial, and agency accountability, permitting greater public access.
Provisions of the bill include the requirement of public hearings and dockets on
rulemaking, review of modifications, and

the establishment of advisory committees.
In addition, the bill alters the duties of the
Legislative Commission to Review
Administrative Rules and ensure oversight. Sen. Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro)
praised the bill, saying that it "goes a long
way to make government work for the
people."
Sen. Linda Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines)
presented an amendment requiring
information regarding the cost impact of
rulemaking reform. The amendment was
adopted. Sen. Steven Dille (IR-Dassel)
introduced an amendment to establish
procedures for best management practices
in state government. Hottinger supported
the amendment, but encouraged public
input on the amendment before its
adoption. Dille withdrew his amendment.
The bill was granted final approval by a
vote of 64-0.
In other floor action, a bill introduced
by Sen. Leonard Price (DFL-Woodbury)
gained final passage. The bill requires
local governments to have ordinances for
individual sewage treatment systems that
comply with Pollution Control Agency
(PCA) rules. Local governments must
inspect additional construction on homes
to ensure compliance before licensure,
and sellers must disclose information
about individual sewage treatment systems
to the buyer.
Dille introduced an amendment
permitting counties to modify rules and
aspects of the bill, saying that the bill
"micro-manages" local governments.
"Give local units the freedom to assess
their situation," Dille said. Price opposed
the amendment, saying that the bill
attempts to establish a benchmark of
regulation to protect the state's groundwater, and encouraged members not to take
away minimum standards. The amendment was approved by a vote of 34-32.
Also gaining final approval was H.F.
2920, a bill sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), that
changes the name of the Office of Waste
Management to the Office of Environmental Assistance. The bill transfers the
environmental assistance programs from
the PCA, and waste management and
policy planning from the Metropolitan
Council to the office. Merriam emphasized the importance of the agency taking
a pro-active stance on environmental
policy through education and prevention.
The bill passed by a vote of 58-7.

Health supplemental bill passed
At the midday portion of the Wed., Apr.
27, floor session, Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd) reported to the Senate
work done by a conference committee on
H.P. 3210. The health and human

services omnibus supplemental appropriations bill, as amended by the conference
committee, was granted passage on a vote
of 50-14. Sen. Pat Piper praised the work
of the conference committee based on
provisions in the bill "supporting families
and caring for children."
A major provision in the medical and
child support section of the bill, prohibits
a medical plan from denying coverage or
reducing benefits because the applicant or
plan holder is ineligible for the federal
Medicaid program. The bill also requires
the commissioner of health and human
services to publish the names of people
who are at least $3,000 delinquent in
child support payments. The Child Abuse
Reporting Act is revised under the bill,
allowing an alleged abuser who prevails in
a court case to recover attorney fees. A
program designed to pay private health
care plan premiums for people with HIV is
expanded from 24 months to 36 months.
Also contained in the bill is a requirement
for cities to randomly inspect the sellers of
tobacco products for compliance with
related laws. In addition to that requirement, the sellers must educate employees
on the tobacco laws and policies regarding
the sale of the products. Current law
relating to the membership of the Health
Care Commission is altered to expand
membership on the commission to 28
members. Formerly, the membership was
limited to 25. The commissioner of
health is added to the board which advises
the director of environmental health
within the Dept. of Health.
Prior to going to conference committee,
the House of Representatives version of
the bill appropriated $43.398 million and
the Senate version appropriated $27.55
million. The final bill passed provides for
the appropriation of $21.988 million.

Thursday, April 28
Sprinkler system bill passes
By a vote of 53-11, a bill that requires
mandatory installation of sprinkler
systems in buildings higher than 75 feet
was passed by the Senate Thurs. morning,
Apr. 28. Author Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.) said that H.F. 392 significantly decreases the risk of fatal fires in
high-rise dwellings.
An amendment offered by Sen. Deanna
Wiener (DFL-Eagan) generated lengthy
floor debate. Wiener's amendment
exempts residential structures built to type
1 or type 2 noncombustible standards
from the new code requirement. Kroening
strongly objected to the amendment,
saying that "it guts the bilL"
Several members supported the amendment because of concerns about mandat-

ing policy that interferes with the rights of
the individual. Sen. Allan Spear (DFLMpls.) said, "We shouldn't be telling
people what they have to do at their own
expense for their own good. This bill goes
too far."
Wiener said that the measure forces yet
another economic burden upon residents
who are already financially constrained.
Many of the units affected by the proposed code are public housing projects
and high-rises that house senior citizens
living on fixed incomes, she said.
Spear said that the members must look
beyond the safety issue and toward those
who generated the legislation, the
sprinkler lobbyists. Referring to the job of
retrofitting required by pipe-fitters, Spear
said, "Let them go out and sell their
product in the market like everyone else,
rather than coming here and having us
legislate what people should buy."
Kroening said that the measure is
overwhelmingly supported by firefighters.
Commenting on fire resistant construction of building materials, Kroening said
that smoke is the major cause of death,
not flames. The sprinkler system prevents
fires, rather than just stalling them,
Kroening said.
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing)
agreed, saying that smoke from carpets,
curtains, couches and chairs is what kills
people. "If we can save just one life by
installing sprinkler systems, it's worth it,"
Murphy said.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL-Paynesville)
said that he didn't want to legislate a
measure that placed cost effectiveness
before safety. Additionally, the cost of
refitting is carried over a 15 year period,
and is not more than $1.50 per square
foot, Bertram said.
On a roll call vote, the members
defeated the Weiner amendment, 29-32,
and granted final passage to the bill.
Several hours later, Sen. Charles Berg
(DFL-Chokio), gave notice of his intent
to move for reconsideration of the bill
Fri., Apr. 29.

Floor sessions continue
The Senate will meet in daily floor
sessions throughout the coming week.
Conference committees on major bills will
also meet during the late afternoon and
evening hours. Because conference
committee meetings are often announced
with little advance notice, please contact
the Senate Information Office at 2960504 or call the Senate Hotline at 2968088 for the latest information about
meeting times. For persons with hearing
impairment, the Senate TDD number is
296-0250.
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The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance
Bills granted concurrence and repassage"Arril22.
S.F. 1930-Betzold: Human services technical bil , provides for mental health grants, provides rules concerning psychopathic
personalities and provides for treatment of alcohol, drug abuse and chemical dependency. 54-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--April 22.
H.F. 2135-Hanson: Prohibits mobile home Qarks from prohibiting senior citizens from having pet dogs, cats or birds and sets best
management practices for pet breeders. 47 -1 0
S.F. 2354-Vickerman: Regulates the transportation of hazardous material and hazardous waste, specifies that some federal
regulations do not apply' to cargo tanks under 3,500 gallons used in the intrastate transRortation of gasoline and establishes a
uniform registration and permitting program for transporters of hazardous material and hazardous waste. 61-0
H.F. 2046-Ranum: Restricts the killing of dogs wounding, killing, or pursuing big game within the Metro Area. 53-9
S.F. 2177-Spear: Modifies liability provisions for child aDuse investigations, provides for access to data regarding determinations of
maltreatment andprovides for the establishment of protocols for investigations.
H.F. 1999-Riveness: Requires disclosure of information relating to insurance fraud and grants immunity for reporting suspected
insurance fraud. 58-0
S.F. 2194-Riveness: Authorizes the legislative auditor to perform best practices review audits. 61-0
S.F. 2392-Reichgott Junge: Missing Children Rapid Response Act, requires law enforcement agencies to adopt policies for
investigating cases involving children who are missing and endangered, requires pretrial evaluations in felony and specific other
cases and requires the commissioner of Rublic safety to develop a plan for a criminal alert network. 64-0
H.F. 2028-Finn: Omnibus data practices bill, classifies data as private, confidential or nonpublic. 42-19
S.F. 2885-Lesewski: Expands the Governor's Job Training Council and renames the council the Governor's Workforce
DeveloJ:lment Council. 63-0
H.F. 2485-Price: Changes provisions of the Groundwater Protection Act including providing for the duties of the Legislative Water
Commission, providing for a Sustainable Agriculture Advisory Committee, reC[uiring plans relating to sustainable agriculture and
integrated pest management and changing water well permit requirements. 62-0
S.F. 2072-Mondale: Adds labeling requirements for salvaged food; adds licensing requirements for salvaged food distributors. 62-0
H.F. 2054-Benson, D.D.: Authorizes the commissioner of administration to sell lands in the Gordy Yaeger Wildlife Management
Area in Olmsted County. 58-0
S.F. 2289-Merriam: Authorizes a person who wishes to construct or expand an air emission facility to reimburse costs of the
Pollurion Control Agency. 46-15
S.F. 2630-Piper: Restructures the functions and groups related to ombudspersons for families. 61-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--April22.
H.F. 2675-Lessard: Authorizes the sale of tax forfeited land in Aitkin County. 57-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders"April 25.
S.F. 2309-Reichgott Junge: Consolidates and recodifies statutes providing limitations on private personal injury liability, provides
immunity for volunteer athletic physicians and trainers, limits liability for injuries arising out of nonprofit livestock activities and
modifie_s provisions dealing with recreational land use liability. 63-0
H.F. 3032-Merriam: Clarifies the purposes for which various game and fish revenues may be spent, abolishes the angling license
refund for senior citizens and changes deer hunting provisions. 51-14
H.F. 2010-Johnson, J.B.: Requires a person who arranges for management of solid waste in an environmentally inferior manner to
indemnify generators of the waste and, for a landfill, set aside a fund to pay for contamination from the landfill. 63-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed"April25.
S.F. 2900-StumjJf: Higher education omnibus bill appropriates money for education and related purposes to the State Board of
Technical Colleges, the Higher Education Board, the State University Board and the Board of Regents of the U of M. 65-0
S.F. 2246-Murphy: Authorizes the exchange of state lands in Wabasha and Fillmore Counties. 64-0
S.F. 1898-Wiener: Requires insurance coverage of equipment and supplies for the management and treatment of diabetes. 60-7

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--April 26.
H.F. 1788-Cohen: Provides for postnuptial contracts. 38-23
H.F. 3193-Pogemiller: Provides conditions and requirements for the issuance of debt, authorizes the use of revenue recapture by
housing agencies, clarifies a property tax exemption and authorizes the use of special assessments for on-site water contamination
improvements. 59-2
H.F. 1985: Reichgott Junge: Provides for the registration and operation of limited liability partnerships. 64-0
S.F. 2150-Dille: Establishes a feedlot and manure management advisory committee, Rrovides for development of manure
management research and monitoring priorities, changes eligibility requirements for beginning farmer loans and establishes a
livestock expansion loan program. 63-0
H.F. 2227-Sams: Requires the Public Utilities Commissioner to appoint a team of science advisors and provides for studies of stray
voltage and the effects of earth as a conductor of electricity. 52-11
S.F. 2090-Betzold: Modifies provisions dealing with the computation, administration and enforcement of child support and provides
for custody determinations.67-0
S.F. 180-Kroening: Proposes an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution permitting the Legislature to authorize pari-mutuel
betting on horse racing without limitation and directing the Minnesota Racing Commission to prepare and submit legislation to
implement televised off-site betting. 41-18.
S.F. 2825-Kiscaden: Modifies provisions concerning rates for care and recovery of medical assistance overpayments, modifies
provisions concerning home care and alternative care and requires changes in related rules. 63-0
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S.F. 241O-Luther: Modifies registration requirement for off-road recreation~l vehicles. 61-0
S.F. 2795-Merriam: Requires fees charged by state agencies to cover costs. 63-0
S.F. l842-Piper: Makes changes in laws relating to the protection of vulnerable adults. 63-0
H.F. 2365-Langseth: Makes technical changes to laws relating to traffic regulations, removes the requirement for auxiliary low beam
lights to be removed or covered when snowplow blades are removed and requires seat belts for commercial motor vehicles. 63-0
H.F. 2925-Johnson, D.J.: Requires that specific leased lakeshore lots in Cook County be reoffered for public sale. 48-7
H.F. 2034-Murphy: Cnanges requirements for distribution of funds from the town road account and town bridge account. 63-0
H.F. 2226-Anderson: Permits employees of Minnesota Project Innovation, Inc. to participate in state benefit programs. 56-5
H.F. 3086-Morse: Establishes a cleanup program for closed landfills and requires an environmental impact statement for specific
operations in critical areas. 64-0
H.F. 2120-Piper: Provides that health-related licensing boards may establish a program to protect the public from impaired
regulated persons. 64-1
Conference Committee reports adopted and repassed--April26.
S.F. l7l2-Johnson, D.E.: Provides for financial audits for towns. 55-0
S.F. 2303-Pappas: Requires persons age 55 or over to complete a refresher course in accident prevention in order to remain eligible
for a reduction in private passenger vehicle insurance rates. 57-0
Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--April 27.
S.F. l766-Reichgott Junge: Expands remedies for the unauthorized practice oflaw. 61-0
S.F. 2l04-Runbeck: Establishes an abused child advocacy advisory council. 64-0
S.F. 2709-Berg: Provides for the pricing of dairy products. 58-4
H.F. 32l0-Samuelson: Omnibus healtn and human services supplemental budget bill. 50-14
H.F. 2362-Reichgott Junge: Changes the definition of potentially dangerous dog and changes the identification tag requirements
for a dangerous dog. 62-2
Bills granted concurrence and repassage--April 27.
S.F. 22l0-Kelly: Authorizes Ramsey Health Care, Inc., to incorporate as a nonprofit corporation and to terminate its status as a
public corporations. 62-2
Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--April 27.
H.F. f899-Hottinger: Revises procedures used for adoption and review of administrative rules and corrects erroneous, ambiguous,
obsolete and omitted text and obsolete references. 64-0
H.F. 2920-Merriam: Reestablishes the Office of Waste Management as the Office of Environmental Assistance, transfers
environmental assistance programs from the Pollution Control Agency to the office and transfers waste management and policy
planning from the Metropolitan Council to the office. 58-7
H.F. 2l58-Price: Requires tnat towns, cities and counties have ordinances complying with Pollution Control Agency rules
regarding individual sewage treatment systems and requires the agency to license sewage treatment professionals. 63-1
H.F. 2080-Sams: Provides for uniformity of food laws with federal regulations. 61-0
S.F. 2395-Luther: Providing for uniform local government elections dates and supersedes inconsistent general and special laws and
home rule charter provisions. 39-24
Conference committee reports adopted and repassed--April28.
S.F. 584-Krentz: Prohibiting SLAPP suits. Protects citizens ana organizations from civil lawsuits for exercising their rights of public
participation in government. 51-0
H.F. 2624-Flynn: Ratifies labor agreements, makes some positions unclassified and changes the duties of the Legislative
Commission on Employee Relations. 54-0
.
H.F. 241O-Lessard: Provides for the sale of tree seed and tree planting stock and sets terms and conditions governing the leasing of
state timber lands. 57-0
S.F. 27l0-Solon: Modifies provisions relating to lead and asbestos abatement. 58-0
H.F. 2485-Price: Provides for the duties of the Legislative Water Commission, provides for a sustainable agriculture advisory
committee and requires plans relating to sustainable agriculture and integrated pest management. 55-1
H.F. 27l0-Riveness: Requires the creation of a system for electronic application for licenses and permits and requires a study. 55-0
Bills granted concurrence and repassage--April28.
S.F. 2500-Kelly: Require~roportionalrepresentation for various membership groups on the St. Paul Teachers Retirement Fund
Association Board of Trustees. 47 -7
S.F. 2277-Merriam: Authorizes the Metropolitan Waste Control Commission to enter into agreements to implement total
watershed management. 63-0
Bills granted final passage on Special Orders--April28.
H.F. 3079-Price: Authorizes the commissioner of natural resources to make subgrants to local units of government. 59-0
H.F. 2234-Morse: Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources bill, clarifies roles of personnel working on specific projects and
clarifies terms and conditions of specific 1993 approp_riations. 61-0
H.F. 2762-Ranum: Regulates the use and operation of Head Start school buses. 59-0
S.F. 23l6-Metzen: State Board of Investment housekeeping bill; limits the investment authority of various local pension plans to
the pre-1994 investment authority of the board and provides for the management of funds under the board's control. 61-0
H.F. 392-Kroening: Requires the installation of automatic sprinkler systems in existing high-rise buildings. 53-11
H.F. 2567-Terwilliger: Permits state employees to donate vacation leave for the benefit of a specific state employee. 57-5
S.F. 2475-Hottinger: Omnibus workers' compensation reform bill. 39-27
H.F. 2894-Price: Provides for evaluation of motor vehicle salvage facilities by the Pollution Control Agency. 56-0
H.F. 3l79-Stumpf: Makes changes to the Wetlands Conservation Act modifies easements, makes changes to provisions relating to
drainag~ and filling for public roads and establsihes special vehicle iicense plates for wetlands wildlife Qurposes. 61-0
S.F. 2929-Knutson: Provides an emergency appropriation in order to respond to the fire at Burnsville High School. 64-0
H.F. 2658-Morse: Waives the annuity reduction for faculty in the State University System who return to teaching part-time after
retirement and mandates employer-paid health insurance for these faculty. 55-4
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Session. '.\gjOqrns

committee version also adds due diligence
language for the new owners of the
.
made by Sen. William Luther (DFL,
facili~; ~ogemiller al,~o sai~ ~hat the so
Brooklyn Park), the 78th Legislative'
.
called MIghty Ducks ptovlSlOn, a
Session came to a close at 3: 10 a.m. Sat.,
require1TIent that a50 cent surcharge be
May 8. The 74 day session brought about
placed o~ ticl<;ets to finance youth skating
a number of significant pieces of
arenas, was dropped from the bill.
legislation, from sweeping ethical ' -_.. .. _HQwever, Pogemiller saidthatthe
practices reform to thepassage of a $550
compromise version does include policy
million bonding package. Two of the
lanIDlage expressing the hope that there
most controversial bills, the NSP bill and
will"be future bonding for.ice facilities for
the Target Center bill, were passed in the
young peo'p le , particularly for female
closing hours of the session. One of the
athletes. Pogemiller also said that
last bills to come to the Senate floor, the
another positive Rrovisions in the measure
K~ 12 education finance measure, restores
is a requirement that if the backup tax
$300 million in state aid to local districts
blinks on .25 percent of the tax is to be
d $24 '11'
h
h' I 11
used for youth: qctivttt~y-4;~
an
mi lOn to t e tec mea co eges.
Minnea~olis Pa..'r,lc, and Recreatl'on Bard.
Members will return to the Capitol for
Finally, ogemil~r sqoiE1-=t~ bi*
the beginning of the 79th Legislative
Jan 3 1'995
c,ontainsa aep.a,:r.~!pre fro.m
.....t.•.he S, ~na e bill
S '
eSSlOn,
.,
'.
m that the statea:omhl1trnent~re ced
Target Center bill okayed
from 30 years1Q;l~)~ear~~
(r 1
There was Httre:debate on t wieasure
One of the final pieces of legislation to
and the confe~:~.·fJf~~!ommittee '~cbrt was.
gain passage was the controversial
.
adopted and r ;pa~.§a on,.a. vot ~~5'26.
measure allowing the Eublic takeover of
,-- c- f , co

WTrk the motion to adjourn sine die,

l¥.F:;ao~l~ ~;th~:e~nbyo&~~L~~~~~

Pogemiller (DFL,Mpls.), allows for the
purchase of the Target Ceriter with the
Rroceeds of $42 million in bonds sold by
the Metropolitan Council. Under the
bill, the bonds are to be Raid off by a 10
.Q..ercent tax and a $1 surcharge on all
Target Center tickets..The measure also
requires that the Metropolitan Sports
Facilities Commission sign long term
leases for the Target ~ehter ana requires
full disclosure and due diligence on the
.Q..art of the new owners of the
Timberwolves basketball team. In
addition, the bill specifies that the state
contribute $750,000 Rer year for 15 years
and that the city of Minneapolis must
provide a guarantee with a Eackup tax on
hotel, liquor and food. The backup tax is
designed to "blink on" if revenues are not
sufficient to payoff the bonds. Pogemiller
also said that the bill vyas not premised on
any particular local owner of the
Timberwolves, but the bill does require a
30 year commitment to keep the team at
the facility..
According to Pogemiller, the
compromise version of the bill contained
most of the provisions found in the
original Senate bill. Pogemiller said that
the major differences from the Senate
version included changing the.
'
membership of the Metropolitan Sports
Facilities Commission by adding two
members, neither of whom may be
Minneapolis residents. The conference

May 10, 1994
also Includes funding for the Wakota
Bridge, $10 million for light rail transit to
match a federal grant and $10 million for
the MTC bus garage: The measure also
includes funding for the Bloomington
,Ferry Br~dge. Finally, the measure
includes fUnding for Head Start facility
grants, early childhood facility grants and
truancy centers all totalling $2.5 million.
The bill was granted fit~lal passage on a
.
vote of 62~ 1.

K.. 12 funding compromise passed

H.F. 2189, the K,12 finance conference
committee report was approved in the
early hours of the morning on a vote of
62,1. The measure, authored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL~Mpls.),
contains a number of supplemental
aRpropriations and additional K~ 12 .
eaucation provisions.
'
The bill provides $172 million in aid to
local school districts and another $24
million for the State Board of Technical
Colleges to restore those state payment'
amounts that had been shifted from one
Bonding
:3'
fiscal year into the next. Both of the
In an effort ~p sp~ed up the pro ;ess,
appropriations had appeared in the Senate
version of the K~ 12 Eill.
Senators amen:ged ~-erence1
Other Senate prorosals that were
committee agreeme~~?n the ithJ'i~g bill,
included in the tina version of the bill
H.P. 2742, ontm:f:"2-1-B,aa
bIll.
included measures setting new operational
dealing with bonding. The parliamentary
and equipment standards for sthool buses,
maneuver was done in order to allow the
$3 million in aid for school district .
Senate to act on the bill prior to the
House taking action. Thus, although Sen. transportation safety programs, and an
additional $8 million to increase in the.
Dean Eo' Johnson (IR~Willmar) is the
amount per~pupil aid districts receive
chief author of H.P. 218, the pr~)Visions
based on the number of kindergartners in
were explained by Sen. Gene Merriam
the district.
(DFL,Coon Rapids), chief author of the
An additional $500,000 in emergency·
omnibus bonding measure.
aid·to the Burnsville School District is
The bill authorizes $550 million in
included in the bill. The apRropriation
bonding for·capitalirp.provements. Some
was approved as part of another bill and
of the major items include $69 million for
added to the K,12 package.
the University of Minn~sota with $25
The conference committee modified
million earmarked for the Carlson School
the Senate position that repealed all
of Management and $13 million for
excess referendum levies in 1997. The
Mechanical Engineering. About $72
. changes allow districts to keep the
million is slated for prison expansion to
referendum levy authority until July 1,
accommodate the increase in prison
population anticipated with the'passage of 2000. Under the bill, districts may
convert their existing excess referendum
various crime bills this session. In
levies from a net tax capacity to a market
addition; $57 million is provided for the
,
State University system and $45.5 million value basis. .
The Senate did prevail in their Rosition
for Rrojects at technical colleges. A total
to change how the intermediate school
of $59 million is appropriated to the
Department of Natural Resources, with$1 districts are funded. The committee
agreed to give about $14· million in
million earmarked for state park
property tax auth.ority to the
development,·$10 million for
intermediates' member districts, and the
Metropolitan Regional Parks and $2
member districts will use the revenue to
million for state park acguisition. RIM
pay for the services that the intermediate
Rrograms are to receive :t>4 million under
provides.
the compromise measure. The measure

p~~~~~:~ ojyedJ
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Finance

ate. Sen. Allan Spear (DFL,Mpls.)
opposed the motion, arguing that the tax
Target Center bill passed'
was a way for the city to benefit from the
On a 12,8 vote, the proposal allowing
additional revenue. The Luther motion
the Metropolitan Sports Facilities
was adopted and upon reconsideration,
Com'mission (MSFC) to buy the Target
the Kroening amendment was not
Center was passed out of the Finance
adopted.
The bill was then passed, as amended,
Committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
on the roll call vote.
Merriam (DFL,Coon Rapids), Thurs.
The committee also approved a
evening, Apr. 28. The bill was re,referred
to the Senate floor.
proposal to set a process that will allow
S.F. 2725, authored by Sen. Lawrence
businesses to buy licenses through a "one'
Pogemiller (DFL,Mpls.), lays out the
stop" approach. H.F. 1918, sponsored by
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL,New
process for theMSFC to buy the Minne,
apolis sports arena., Under the bill, the
Hope), requires the Dept. of Trade and
Economic Development to develop and
MSFC can request the Metropolitan
_. Council to issue bonds for the purchase, if '-design asinglelic'ense applicatLon with
a number of conditions are met, including parts of the application appropriate to
particular businesses. The bill was passed
requirements that the MSFC and the
arena's primary tenant reach a 30,year
to the floor.
lease agreement and that other compo'
nents are in place that will provide, the
Thursday, April 28
revenue needed to operate the arena and
Funding for school repair
make the debt service payments on the
Emergency assistance to Burnsville
bonds.
HighSchool was granted final approval by
Having reviewed and debated the
the Senate Thurs., Apr. 28. Sen. David
proposal, the committee took up -several
Knutson (IR,Burnsville) carried the bill,
additional amendments. Sen. William
which allocates $500,000 to assist the
Luther (DFL,Brooklyn Park) proposed an
amendment to require the facility's
school district in completing the school
current owners and potential lessees with
year. Knutson asked members to respond
to the "community's urgent loss." The
information that is relevant to the
acquisition. His amendment was adopted. school was damaged by fire Mon., Apr.
25. According to Knutson, the funds
Luther also offered an amendment
allowing the MSFC to select a name for
, would be used for temporary furniture,
transportation, and staffing.
the arena through a public participation
Sen. Don Samuelson.(DFL,Brainerd)
pr~cess. His amendment was also .
expressed concern for emergency needs
~
approved.
when the Senate is not in session and
An amendment raising the ticket tax
suggested an interim fund. ,Knutson
from 10 percent to 13 percent was offered
by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL,St. Paul).
supported the proposal for later legisla'
tion. The bill was approved by a vote of
Cohen argued that increasing the tax
64..0.'
would raise enough reve~ue to rriake the
, Continued preservation of wetlands
pmrchase entirely user,supported.
gained Senate approval by a vote of 61,0.
Pogemiller Qpposed the amendment;
saying that ticket prices are based on what The~bill, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL,ThiefRiver Falls), creates a
the market will bear and that the raising
. wetlands wildlife legacy account and
the tax would raise prices beyond that
-potnt. The amendment was not adopted.
simplifies the wetlands notification
The bill calls for a food, lodging and
process. The bill improves care of public
liquor tax to be imposed if arena revenue
roads by giving rural authority on road
proves to be insufficient to cover debt
rehabilitation, Stumpf said.
service payments. The committee had'
An amendment, proposed by Sen.
earlier approved an amendmet;lt, offered
Leonard Price (DFL,Woodbury), estab,
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL,Mpls.), that
lishes a wetlands wildlife legacy account
the tax remain in effect after- the debt
through the sale of wildlife license plates.
service payments are met and the revenue
Piice said that the sale of license plates is
is designated for Minneapolis youth
a voluntary way to establish more wildlife
programs.
areas. Sen. Roger D. Moe (DFL,Erskine)
Luther moved for reconsideration of the opposed the amendment,' explaining that
Kroening amendment and expressed
it would create an undue administrati"ve
concerns that using the tax revenue to
burden. The amendment failed to gain
support ongoing-programs was inapproprr..
approval.
.•
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In other floor action, Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL,St. Paul) authored a bill relating to
claims against the state. Kelly explained
that H;F. 3211 discourages frivolous
claims and settles outstanding claims.
Kelly presented an amendment, that was
adopted, protecting community work
experience participants. The bill was
given final passage on a vote of 64,0.
The SemIte granted final approval to
H.F. 2658, carried by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL,Dakota). The bill waives the
annuity reduction for faculty in. the state
university system who retum to teaching
on a part,time basis after retirement.
.Morse encouraged approval of the bill,
stating that it allows the higher education --system to take advantage of special skills,
while pBasing out a faculty member.

Friday, April 29
Relief volunteer bill passes
A bill that establishes a disaster
volunteer leave program in the state civil
, service was passed by the Senate Fri.
morning, Apr. 29. Beforepassing, H.F.
1915 generated considerable discussion on
the floor.
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IR,Rochester)
asked, "What.is a volunteer?" Under the
bill, state employees who 'are certified by
the Amt::rican Red Cross are paid 50
percent of their salary for a maximum of
15 days when assisting in a specialized
disaster relief programs. Kiscaden said that
the bill ".sets up a two,tier structure for
volunteers"tp-ose who are paid and those
who are not."
The .bill's author, Sen. Ember Reichgott
Junge (DFL,New Hope), said "this is a
unique volunteer opportunity" and should
be treated as such. "There is only one
volunteer organization which is federally
mandated to provide relief "and that is the
American Red Cross," she said. Further'
more, the hands,on experience that the
individuals acquire in emergencies is
invaluable to the state, Reichgott Junge
said.
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL,Coon
Rapids) questioned the measure saying,
"There is no end to good causes and if we
can do it for this one, than why not do it
for the other?" He also objected to the
underlying assumption that "state
employees don't do anything." Merriam
said, "This is a dangerous idea."
Reichgott Junge said that 10 states have
passed similar legislation, but that their
employees are paid 100percent of salary,
not the 50 percent proposed in her bill.
"This is not new ground," she said.

..;......-:--_

-j

JlllliL.i

~~~~~~2!I

J.<:iscaden moved to send the measure to
adult court for a crime of violence from
director of the Dept. of Commerce;
AllYson Hartle, Todd Paulson and Frank
possessing a firearm for ten years. Also,
the Finance Committee, a maneuver that
juveniles charged with committing a
Snowden, Metropolitan TransitCommis, •
would effectively kill the bill for the
murder in the first degr+ee, after the age of
sion; Roger Scherer, Bill Schreiber, Mary
se~sion. The motion was defeated, 30,32,
Smith, Julius Smith, Martha Head, Carol
16, are prosecuted in an adult court and
and members passed the bill, 34,28.
are subject to adult criminal penalties.
A. Kummer, David Hartley, Patrick
The Senate also approved H.F. 3211, a
According to Ranum, the bill creates a
Leung, Esther Newcome, E. Craig Morris,
measure that provides for payment of
Diane "Dede" Wolfson, Stephen
category of "extended jurisdiction
various claims against the state. Spon,
juvenile" or "EJ]". The new classification
Wellington, Jr., Kevin Howe and
son~d by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL,St. Paul),
replaces the "serious youthful offender"
Terrance Flower; Sharon Feess, N. Harry
the bill appropriates monies from the
class"ification. An EJ] is treated.in the
Mares, Gary Humphrey, Michael Beard,
general fund for damages suffered by .
Ruby Hunt and Morgan Grant, Regional
same manneras an adult felon convicted
individuals who have claims against the
Transit Board; Sally Evert, chair of the
under current sentencing laws. The
state.
community crime reduction program is
Regional Transit Board; Susan Kiley,
Sen. Martha Robertson OR,
Stephen J. O'Conor, Harvey C. Aaron,
extended under the bill. Juveniles"
Minnetonka) offered an amendment·
restructuring public assistance. On a voice identified as possible offenders by commu, Robert Hansen and MichasOhnstad,
Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of
nity based programs, organizations that
vote, the amendment was adopted, but
___ coordinate truancy and school dropout
__ Directors; Caroline Baillon, Robert E.
Reichgott Junge called fo~"reconsidera,
programs, and programs that increase high Powless, Stephan George Shank, Boa~d of
tion.
Debate followed, centering
school graduation rates are inoluded in
the Arts; Maria R. Gomez, commissioner
around welfare reform. Robertson told
the expansion ofthe community crime
of the Dept. of Human Services; Vanne
members that the amendment is "identi,
prevention program. The· duties of the
Owens Hayes, State Ethical Practices
cal to what we passed out of the Senate."
" Merriam, speaking against the amend,
criminal and juvenile information policy
Board; Mary Jo O'Brien, commissioner of
the Dept. of Health; Bruce Bakken, Jo
groups are expanded under a provision in
ment said, "This would s~t a precedent of
the bill. Drive,by shootings are added to
Van Hovel and Michael Finch, Minne,
passing unbalanced bills to the governor,"
the list of crimes for mandatory minimum
sota Housing Finance Authority;
because the amendment requires addi,
Dunacan Baird, Minnesota Publlc
sentencing. The laws governing weapons
tional funding.
possession on school grounds are altered
Utilities Authority; R. Marshall Johnson,
Kiscaden asked, "Does this mean
to classify the possessiqn or use of a
Public Utilities Commission; Kevin E.
welfare reform is dead this year? And has
replica firearm or BB gun as afelony. In a Johnson, chief administrative law judge of
this money been"re,appropriated by the
related provision, the unlawful transfer of
the State Office of Adm.inistrative
Finance Committee elsewhere?"
He-aringsj Debra Rae Anderson, commis,
a pistol or assault weapon is reclassified as
In response to Kiscaden's question,.
a felony, from a gross misdemeanor.
sioner of administration.
Merriam said that there are separate
The following were confirmed by the
The appointment of Robert Mairs to
balancing procedures between the Senate
-Senate: FrankW. Wood, commissioner of the Metropolitan Transit Commission
and the other body. Th~ other body had
the Dept. of Corrections; Edward A.
(MTC) was rejected by the Senate on a
appropriated a different amount of money
61,0 vote. According to Sen. Ted
for the bill than the Senate had allocated.
Garvey and Keith H. Langmo, Minnesota
lollution Control Agency; Paul Toren,
Mondale (DFL,St. L~uis Park), Mairs was
Reichgott Junge questioned whether
Deanna Fairbanks and Bruce BbmiFr,
not recommended for confirmation by the
the amendment was germane. After a
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board;
Metropolitan and Local Government
decision that the Robertson amendment
was not germane, members voted on the
Committee because of his role in the
Jack LaVoy, Jean Sanford, Ty Bischoff,
measure, passing it 64,0.
Nancy Gibson and Arlan H. Anderson,
hiring of the MTC executive director.
Environmental Trust Fund Citizens'
. According to Mondale, Mairs failed to
preform an adequate search and recom,
Advisory Committeej John R. Chell,
Juvenile justice bill passes
mended that the executive director be
The conference committee report on the director of the Office of Waste Manage,
ment; Daniel D. Foley, William A. Urseth hired despite a conflict of interest.
juvenile justice bill was adopted and the
and Russel B._Kirby, Minnesota Pollution
In other action on the floor, H.F. 1316
bill was granted final passage on a vote of
62,0 at a midday portion of the floor
Control Agency; D. James Nielson,
gained final approval by a vote of 34,19.
director of the Board of Water and Soil
The bill, carried by Sen. Janet Johnson
session. The Senate also confirmed
Resources; Clarence S. Carter, John
(DFL,North Branch); requires licensure of
several appointments by the governor.
Breon, Dennis Flaherty, Allan E. Fonfara,
nutritionists and dietitians and establishes
H.F. 2074, sponsored by Sen. Jane
Ranum (DFL,Mpls.), revises current.
a board of nutrition and dietetics practice.
Laura Schupp and Mary K. McLeod,
juvenile justice laws as well creates new
Johnson stressed the need for licensure, so
Gambling Control Board; Joseph
laws. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL,Coon
that "qualified, educated people who
Friedberg, Mary B. Magnuson and
Rapids) expressed concern that the bill
understand the impact of food on health"
Camille J. McArdle, Minnesota Racing
are practicing in the state..
spends money that the state does not have Commission; Joseph Alvite, Peimy
Becker, Henry Buchwald, Daniel Ferber,
Sen. Duane Benson OR,Lanesboro)
and said, "this builds a big tail into the
next biennium." Sen. Tracy Beckman
opposed the bill, maintaining that
Philip M. Goldman, Steven Levinson,
(DFL,Bricelyn) countered by saying the"
Donna J. McBrian, Janet Robb, Patsy
increased licensing of professions would
only serve to increase costs. Protection
Sherman, Lyle Stevermer and Milton
bill appropriates funds to necessary
and accountability already exist in the
T oratti, Board of Invention; Vivian
prevention programs that are one time
system, Benson said.
Evans, Marlene H. Malstrom, Curtis J.
expenditures.
Among the provisions in the bill is the
The Senate also granted approval to a
Pietz, Christopher J. Skaalen, Minnesota
Rural Finance Authority; James Ulland,
bill relating to agricultural operation,
restriction c;>f a juvenile convicted in an
3

sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL,
Staples). The bill, H.E 2493, states that
an agricultural operation cannot be
declared a nuisance until three years after
the date of its established organization.
An adopted amendment was proposed by
Sen. Steve Dille OR,Bassel) to create a
livestock expansion loan program and a
feedlot and manure management advisory
committee. The final vote on the bill was
55,0.

Monday,' May 2
Tax bill passed

In the early afternoon, Mon., May~2, the
Senate granted final passage to the
conference committee report on the
omnibus tax bill. The bill passed on a
vote of 58,8.
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL,Cook),
Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge (DFL,New
Hope) and Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL,Mpls.)
detailed the provisions in H.E 3209 for
the Senators. Among the many provi,
sions in the bill, a provision conforms
state tax· law to federal tax law. The at,
home dependent care credit is extended
to all married taxpayers with dependents
less than one year old. The current sales .
tax of four percent on special tooling is
removed from sales made after June 30,
1994. Also, the sales tax on replacement
equipment is phased down to two percent
for purchases made after June of 1998.
The bill also provides a sales tax'exemp, .
tion for construction materials if pur,
chased for the installati(;:m or use in an
q.gricultural processing facility in which
investment exceeds $100 million. An
appropriation of $1 7.5 million is made to
the special educatlon aid account for
educational needs. The local government
trust fund is eliminated effective July,
1996, under a provision in the bill. A .
"this old house" provision in the bill is
designed to encourage the renovation of
older housing through tax credits. The
homestead credit given to homeowners is
limited to one home per married couple.
Also under the provisions of the bill, the
filing date for petitions relating to
property taxes is changed from May 15 to
March 31.
"We do not look at. the big picture",
said Sen. Pat Piper (DFL,Austin),
obj ecting to a $3.7 million dollar appro,
priation to the program providing a·tax
credit for at,home parents. According to
Piper, the money would be better spent
for the sliding fee child care program.
Piper said the state is sending a conflict,
ing message by encouraging two parent
C
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families to use the at,home program while
encouraging single parents to W(){k. Sen.
Jane Krentz (DFL,May Township)
defended the at,home program, saying
"we are not talking about wealthy people
in this bill." Krentz said the two issues are
both important programsrand should not
be pitted against each other.

Transportation bills passed
On Mon. aft~rnoon, May 2, the Senate
passed a bill enabling the Metropolitan
Transit Commission (MTC) to buy new
buses and additional equipment.
S.F. 2816, authored by Sen. Sandra
Pappas (DFL,St~ Paul), allowsthe.MTC_
-'to request that the Metropolitan Council
issue bonds for bus replacement and other
. capital·needs. The bill also establishes a
high speed bus service pilot project, which
sets up a transit service project connect,
ing the southern suburbs with the
downtown areas.
Pappas oftered an amendment to the
bill permitting MTC torequest that the
Metro CounCil issue up to $142 million in
bonds over the next three fiscal years.
The 'amendment also removes a provision
in the bill that required the MTC to
de~ign uniform pus stop ~igns:
.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL,Mpls.) objected
to using the Metro Council's.bonding
authority to support the MTC proposal.
By subsidizing the costs of the transit
.system through property taxes, Ranum
argued, tqe bill asks Metro Area taxpayers
to carry the funding costs for transit when
transit funding should be addressed as a
statewide issue.
Pappas agreed with Ranum's argument,
but added that the bonding would get the
MTC through a transition period. until
theIegislature can come back and
provide for another funding source for
transit programs other than property
taxes. The Pappas amendment was
.adopted. The bill was passed,. 60, 1.
The Seriate also amended and passedra
transportation policy bill, H.E 3011,
sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth "(DFL,
Glyndon) .. The bill makes technical
changes and clarifies a number of Dept. of
Transportation (MnDOT) provisions.
A number of amendments to the bill
were proposed. Sen. Oen Olson OR,
Minnetrista) offered an amendment
enabling MnDOT to open an extra lane
along 1,394 from Highway 100 to Penn
Avenue. She said the proposal will
relieve congestion along 1,394 using
existing right,of,way to provide an
additional channel for traffic moving from

Highway 100 to Penn Avenue. She
added that the proposal would not require
any additional construction.
Calling the amendment a "deal,buster.",
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL,Mpls.) asked the
Senate to reject the amendment.. He said
the proposal violates an agreement that
was reached between the neighborhood
association and MnDOT, preventing any
additional lanes and increasing the
amount of traffic. The Olson amendment
. was approved on a 35,24 roll call vote.
The Senate also adopted an amend,
ment presented by Sen. Jane Krentz
(DFL,May Township) regulating personal
transportation service vehicles, another
offered by Sen-'-Linda Beiglin (DFL,Mpls-:)
requiring MnDOT to complete an
environmental impact statement before
widening the 1,35 bridge over Minnehaha
Creek in Minneapolis, and a proposal
moved by Sen. Dennis Frederickson OR,
New DIm) repealing the at,cost license
, plate exemption on vehicles used by the
Minnesota State Lottery.
.
Sen. Paula Hanson (DFL,Ham Lake)
also offered an amendment increasing the
fine assessed for work zone speeding on an
interstate to not less than $25. The
amendment was adopted.
H.E 30n was "passed!, as 'amended; '60'~L"-O
On a 59,0 vote, the Senate also passed
H.F. 2411, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL,Int'l. Falls), allowing certain Itasca
County employees to remain in the Public
Employees Retirement Association
(I;'ERA). Lessard said the bill, ~pproved
~by a conference committee, now allows
new county employees to join PERA.

vVednesday, May 4
Target Center bill passed
After nearly fbur hours of debate, the
Se'nate voted, on Wed., May 4, to approve
a $42 million financing package for the
public purchase of the Target Center.
H.E 3041, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL,Mpls.), allowing the
Metropolitari Sports Facilities Commis~
sion (MSFC) to buy the Minneapolis
sports arena, was passed on a 36,31 roll
call vote.
Under the bill, the MSFC can request
that the Metropolitan Council issue
revenue bonds for the purchase. In order
to cover the operating and debt service
expenses of the arena, the bill allows the
MSFC to assess a IO,percent admissions
tax and a one'percent surcharge on
tickets to all Target Ceciter events.
In addition, the bill requires the

commission to enter into a 30,year lease
agreement with a professional basketball
team, as the primary tenant of the facility,
and allows the Minnesota Amateur Sports
Commission to lease both the Target
Center and the Metrodom'e from the
MSFC for amateur sporting events. An
appropri~tion of $750,000 is included to
the amateur sports organization.
The bill also includes provisions
requiring the city of Minneapolis to set up
a special food, liquor and lodging tax that
will be imposed if arena revenues are
insufficient to cover d~bt service pay'
ments, and that separates the arena health
club from the Target Center in order to
maintain its private ownership.
The proposal also calls upon the. current
owners and potential lessees to disclose
relevant information on the arena before
a purchase agreement _is completed,
encourages the sports facilities commis,
sion to attempt to land a professional
hockey team as a tenant, and includes a
·clause that prevents the arena from
competing against other St. Paul facilities
for events.
Pogemiller argued that without the
Legislature's approval of the proposal, it is
virtually certain that Target Center would
lose its primary tenant. He noted that
while the arena's primary tenant, the
professional basketball team, is making
money, the costs of the facility are more
than had been expected.
Because of the current financial
situation, Pogemiller said the opportunity
exists to purchase of the Targe.t Center "at
, fire sale rates", and secure a long,term
lease agreement with the professional
basketball franchise. "This bill doesn't
guarantee the team will stay," Pogemiller
said, "but it creates the possibility for that
to happen."
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL.:St. Pau!);
speaking in opposition to the bill, argued
that the bill ,is based on little information
about efforts to privately refinance the
arena through the owners current lenders,
and that it is inappropriate to lise the
state's general funds to support the
proposal. "It seems illogical to me to base
bur decision on the bill without any
information on whether the banks will
refinance the arena," he said.
Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL,Bloomington)
moved to raise the admission tax from 10
to 13 percent and to delete the state
appropriation to the Amateur Sports
Commission. Arguing that the increase
would not st,lbstantially raise ticket prices,
Riveness said the amendment would make
all of the financing for the arena the
responsibility of the users. "It seems

reasonabl~ to take the taxpayers off the
Cohen amendment, requiring the
hook," he said.
Amateur Sports Commission to provide
Pogerv-iller opposed the Riveness
the chait of the Senate Finan~e State
amendment, saying that a higher admis,
Government Division and the other
sion tax than was included in the bill had
body's counterpart with a monthly report
been ~onsidered "but I if thought it would
on the commission's actual uSe of the
work, I wouldn't be here asking for a state
sports arena. Cohen, who chairs the
appropriation." He said current ticket
Finance division, said the amendment
prices are based on m·arket forces and are
provides an opportunity for the division
set at what the market will bear.
to monitor the commission's involvement
Joining the debate, Sen. Dennis
in the Target Center.
Frederickson (IR,New Ulm) opposed the
A motion requiring the sale of the
amendment, saying that ticket prices
professional basketball team was offered
would be higher now if the current owners by Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR,Northfield).
felt the market would bear those in,
He argued that requiring the sale will
creases. Sen. Leonard Price (DFL~
prevent the current team owners from
Woodbury), speaking in favor of the
making additional demands and will make
amendment; called it a logical way to
_.. it clear that the arena purchase is not a
prevent the use of state funds to support
bail,out. Pogemiller responded by saying
the proposal. •
the provision was unnecessary because _of
Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL,New
the owners' expressed intent to sell. The
Hope) also added her support for the
Neuville amendment was not adopted.
increase, saying that the increase would
The Senate adopted part of an amend,
not make much difference to those who
ment-requiring that the arena's current
are willing to pay to attend events.
owners and potential lessees allow
relevant past and present financial records
Opposing the amendment, Sen. Gene
Merriam .(DFL,Coon Rapids) said any
to become public information. The
amendment, offered by Sen. William
increase in the admission tax would not
Luther (DFL~Brooklyri Park), also called
do what is intended becau..se of how it
for a review of the final agreement by the
would change the cash flow needed for
the purchase work. The Riveness
Legislative Commission on Planning and
amendment failed on a roll call vote, 28,
Fiscal Policy. The members adopted the
36.
public information provisions, but
rej ected the Legislative review provision
An amendment offered by Sen. Allan
by a 26AO vote.
Spear (DFL,Mpls.), requiring that if the
Sen. Roy Terwilliger (IR,Edina)
food, liquot and lodging tax is used, it
proposed an amendment requiring the
would remain in effect. Unde~ the
amendment a portion of thE; revenue from sportslacilities commission to study the
the tax would be used to fund recreational impact that professional sports franchises t
have on the state and submit a report on
programs sponsored 1by the Minneapolis
that study to the 1995 -Legislature. The
School District.
amendment was adopted, as was the
While the tax may never be needed to
amendment offered by Sen. Cal Larson
cover the debt service payments, Spear
'(Ir,Fergus Falls) increasing the Amateur
said that the prices at those food and
.Sports Commission membership from
lodging establishments subject to the tax
nine to 12 members and changing the
would probably increase. He argued that
make,up to include one representative be
those prices would probably not fall if the
appointed from each congressional district
tax was removed, so that excess revenue
along with four L,egislators.
should be captured and used for you·th
The'Senate also adopted an amend,
programs.
ment, offered by Pogemiller, clarifying
While agreeing that there is a need for
that any excess revenues the arena
youth programs, Pogemiller opposed the
ge~erates will be used to pay back the
amendment, saying that using the tax as a
revenue source for those programs was not state and local governments for their
investments, and approved the proposal
appropriate. The Spear amendment was
by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL,Mpls.)
not adopted on a 24~38 vote.
specifying the portion of downtown
Cohen proposed an amendment
imposing a one'percent tax on Minneapo, Minneapolis that will be subject to the
food, liquor and lodging tax.
lis hotels and motels, and eliminating the
stat~ appropriation to the Amateur Sports
DWI bill approved
Commission. He argued the tax increase
A bill increasing the penalties for
would generate up to $825,000 each year.
operating a snowmobile and motorboat
The amendment was not adopted, 21,37.
while intoxicated and allowing those
The Senate also rejected a second
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amendments to the bill and granted
omnibus game and fish bill authored by
convictions to be included on an
passage to S.P. 788, 44·,21. '
L~ssard. The bill clarifies a number of
individual's driving record was passed by
Repassage was also given to H.P. 3193,
provisions regulating transmission and
the Senate, Wed., morning, May 4.
the omnibus public finance bill sponsored
transportation of undesirable exotic
The Senate also gave final passage to
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL,
the omnibus liquor bill, the omnibus game aquatic plants or wild animals, amends
Mpls.). The bill amends a'number of
and fish bill, and other conference
. hunting and fishing regulations, and
public finance provisions used by.housing
provides immunity from liability for
committee reports.
agencies, school districts and local
individuals who assist at accident scenes.
S.P. 1961, authored by Sen. Gene
governments. The Senate adopted
Merriam questioned including a
Merriam (DFL,Coon Rapids), also allows
Pogemiller's motion to adopted the
provision amending the border water
convictions for operating,snowmobiles,
conference committee report on the bill
enterprtse agreements law that had been
boats, and aU,terrain vehicles while
and passed the measure, 51,12.
passed and enacted earlier this session.
intoxicated to be considered as enhance'
He said the change allows commercial
ments to subsequent driving,while,
fishing operations to bring fish into the
intoxicated (DWI) violations. The bill
Thursday, May 5
increases the license revocation period for state while individual anglers are pre,
_MinnesotaCare passed
vented from importing fish. "We're persons convicted of child endangerment
Many major bills were granted final
saying that if you go and catch fish by
DWI, expands' the crime to include test
hook and line, the fish will be confiscated, passage at the Thurs., May 5, floor ~ession.
refusal, and adds a limit to when im,
A flurry of activity on the floor took place
but if you take big nets to catch fish, you
pounded license plates can be reissued.
as the 1994 legislative session began
can keep them," he said.
The measure also requires that some
winding down.
The Lessard motion to adopt the
repeat offenders will face a mandatory
conference committee's report was
The MinnesotaCare implementation
minimum sentence of one year in jail or
narrowly approved, 33,28. On its final
conference c()mmitiee report, sponsored
intensive probation with electronic
passage, the Senate passed the bill, 55,6.
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL,Mpls.), was
alcohol monitoring, and increases the
The Senate also took up the H.P. 2617,
granted final passage on a vote of 35,26.
maximum bail amount for persons
the omnibus liquor bill sponsored by Sen.
Among the recent additions to the S.P.
arrested for a gross misdemeanor DWI
Sam Solon (DFL,Duluth). The bill, as
2192, Berglin cited a limitation in the
violation while their licenses are revoked.
amended by a conference committee,
phase,in of the community rating system.
The bill had been amended by the other
body and Merriam had asked that the
regulates agreements between brewers and According to Berglin, a provision in the
Senate concur with the amendments.
.wholesalers, prohibits registration of malt
bill allows health care cooperatives. to,c,_.. '.~
form. The bill also provides funding for
Objecting to the provisions that include liquor brands that use names of American
Indian leaders, and allows liquor to be
technical assistance to community
convictions for operating recreational
integrated service networks (CISNs).
taken away from the licensed site under
vehicles while intoxicated on an
Some providers are exempted from the
individual's driving record, Sen. Bob
certain circumstances. The bill also
two percent provider tax that is used to
Lessard (DFL.,Int'1 Falls) moved to send
allows nonprofit organizations to hold a
.. help fund the Minne'sotaCare program.
the bill to a conference.committee.
temporary liquor license for wine tasting
. events, and ~llows the city of Burnsville to Among those exempted are providers to
Including those convictions on a driving
college and university students. B'erglin
issue up to three additional licenses.
record will raise a driver's insurance rates,
Solon's motion to adopt the conference
also stated that the bill forgives a $2.1
Lessard said. "I'm not saying that people
million loan to the Children's Hospital.
committee report was approved and H.P.
should be driving a boat or snowmobile
2617 was passed, 55,1.
Children of laid,off workers are not
when they're intoxicated," he said. "I just
S.F. 788, prohibiting municipalities
required to wait 18 months before they
think that it's wrong for convictions to go
are covered by MinnesotaCare, under a
from using quick take condemnation '
on their driving record."
change made by the conference commit,
proceedings when acquiring property of
Merriam agreed that insurance compa,
another electric service provider through
tee. Under current law, Berglin said, the
nies may raise the rates of those with the
eminent domain, was presented. Sen.,
parents and children must wait 18 months
convictions on their driving records, but
Janet Johnson (DFL,North Branch), the
after being laid off in order to be eligible.
"thatmay be a good thing." He said that
author, asked that the Senate concur with 'According to Berglin, the work done by
while people are convinced to n-ot drink
the conference committee amounts to a '
the amendments to the bill. She ex,
and drive, the attitude remains that
drinking when: operating boats or snow,
plained that what began as a bill that
$54 million deficit in the health care
mobiles is acceptable. Accidents involv,
deals with energy consumption require,
account by 1997, which is lower than
ing DWI cause insurance rates to increase, ments, was amended with the quick take
originall{expected due to a reduction in
Merriam said, "So what would be wrong if provision by the other body.
the rate of enrollment into the program.
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL,New
The vqte on the bill was 35,26.
people with a record of driving or operat,
irig snowmobiles or boating while intoxi,
Brighton) moved the Senate not concur.
The conference committee report on
cated pay the costs?"
He argued that the issue was one of
H.P. 2028 was granted final passage on a
Lessard's motion to send S.P. 1961-to a
importance and concern and that it would 58,0 vote. According to Sen. Harold
conference committee was defeated on a
"Skip" Finn (DFL,Cass Lake), the
effect the bill should be examined on its
20,43 roll call vote. The Senate then
effects on statewide policy. Novak's
omnibus data privacy bill contains
concurred with the amendments to the '
motion was not adopted on a 21,44 roll,
provision that increase and decrease
call vote.
'
bill, passing it by a 63,1 margin.
public access to information.' Finn
The Senate also passed S.P. 2429, the
The Senate then concurred with the
highlighted areas in which the bill was
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changed by the conference committee. In independent adoptions. Piper said the bill
certain cases, the blood alcohol content of regulated advertising and payments in
a person arrested for driving while
connection with adoptions, regulates the
intoxicated, may .be disctosed, said Finn.
agencies, provides for direct adoptive
The bill also provides for the protection of placerp.ent, provides for the enforcement
of postadoption contact. agreements, and
information relating to video tape rentals.
establishes penalties for independent
A major revisiof? in the bill, according to
Finn, exempts the commissioner of
agencies failing to comply with new rules.
Sen. Gen Olsen (IR~Minnetrista) said the
corrections form the Minnesota open
meeting law. The release of "911"
bill puts up barriers to adoptions by
regulating the agencies. "The bill
emergency can tapes is restricted under
the bill. Finn said the provision does not
prevents the buying and selling of
children," responded Piper. The bill was
· disallow law enforcement agencies from
granted final passage on a 58~5vote.
releasing tapes if the information aids in
an investigation of a crime. The major'
A bill providing for a constitutional
question on pari~mutuel betting on horse
provisions in the bill relate to the transfer
racing was presented by Kroening. S.P.
of information on juveniles between
_ 180 was granted final passage on a 46~ 15
school administrators and law enforce~
vote. Under the bill, the citizens of
rnent agencies.
Minnesota shall be asked to vote on the
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL~Coon
question "shall the Minnesota Constitu~
· Rapids) presented the conference com~
tion be amended to permit off~track
mittee report on S.F. 2913, the supple~
mental budget bilL The bill contains
wagering on horse racing in a manner
.prescribed by law?"
provisions relating to public safety,
.environment and natural resources, state
Crime bill finalized
government, community development,
The Senate granted final approval to
budget reserves, and transportation.
the conference committee report on the
Merriam said the public safety section of
omnibus crime package,H.P. 2351,
the bill provides for a $3.50 fee on motor
vehicle certificates of title in order to fund Thurs., May 5. The chief author, Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL~Mpls.), presented the
the purchase of state patrol cars. The fee
final version of the bilL
is imposed for the next three years and
The bill includes a mandatory mini~
there after the surcharge will be $1, said
Merriam. In the past, funding for state
mum sentence of at least the length of the
presumptive sentence for dangerous
patrol vehicles has'been taken out of
highway funding. Sen. Steven Morse
repeat offenders, a form of the "three time
(DFL~ Dakota) outlined aspects of the
loser" provision. The bill increases
environment and natural resource section. restrictions on juvenilr truancy and
$2
improves investigations of reports of
According to Morse, the state provides
1
million in funding for low interest loans
missing and endangered children. The
to deal with non~point source pollution
state takeover of public defender services
is completed in ~he bill, as are improve~
problems. The bill also provides for the
ments to the correctional system. Also
voluntary labeling and inspection of milk
contained in the. bill are several firearms
from cows not given the recombinant
.provisions, including prohibition of
growth hormone (rBGH) input. Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL~St. Paul) said under
firearm possession for between three years
· the state government section of the bill
to -life by a person convicted of assaulting
a family member with a firearm. In
$823,000 is appropriated to the Great
another firearm provision, a felony
Lakes protection fund, a ground water
sentence is imposed on a person that
quality monitoring database and for a
possesses a firearm within 10 years of
study of environmental justice. Cohen
prohibition: Spear stated that he was "not
said that the section also provides for
completely happy" with the firearms
equal access to indoor ice arenas. Sen.
provisions, but that the bill continued to
Carl Kroening (DFL~Mpls.) said that the
be effective and include important
community development section includes
provisions for a $509,000 appropriation to elements.
I~cluded in the conference committee
the job skills partnership program. The
report. is the requirement that parents be
bill was granted final passage on a 49~ 14
responsible for providing health care to
vote.
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL~Austin) presented . children, stating that spiritual means do
not exempt parents from this require;..
the conference committee report on S.F.
ment. The provision, proposed by House
2129, a bill regulating independent
adoptions. According to Piper, the bill
members, imposes a gross misdemeanor
completely reconstructs laws relating to
penalty if the child suffers substantial

harm, and a felony penalty if the child
dies because of lack of medical care. Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL~Mpls.) supported the
measure, encouraging parental responsi~
bility for important health decisions.
Spear stated that the provision oversteps
the bounds of the state, and is adversarial
to people practicing their beliefs. liThey
are parents, not criminal~", Spear said,
and stated that he preferred medical
consultation instead of criminal penalties.
Referring to the omnibus crime pack~
age,. Spear encouraged members to
continue to pursue a balanced spending
approach of prevention and correction.
The expenditures required by the bill
total $37.4 million in FY 95 and $105.4
__ million in FY 96. Sen. Patrick McGowan
(IR~Maple Grove) said that the bill is a
"compromise of lots of major provisions" _
that successfully incorporates both
prevention and incarceration. After
reviewing,the committee report,·the bill
gained approval by a vote of 63 ~l.

Gambling bill okayed
The Senate also granted firial passage to
the conference committee report on S.F.
103, the omnibus gambling bill, on a 57 ~O
vote. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL~Chokio), gives the
Horse Racing Commission the authority
to issue up to five class D licenses to
conduct simulcasting in any year. The .
provision applies to broadcasting of
harness races at county fairs. The bill also
requires annual audits of organizations
with more than $250,000 per year in
gambling receipts and financial reviews of
organizatioris with more than $50,000 and
less than $250,000 in receipts. The
measure also provides that advertising
may be an allowable expense for lawful
gambling organizations if the amount
expended doesn't exceed five percent of
the annual gross profits 9f the organiza~
tion or $5,000 per ye-ar. The measure also
prohibits gambling by persons under 18.
The Senators also adopted the confer~
encecommittee report on S.P. 1662, the
family law omnibus bill, and granted it
final passage on a 61~1 vote. Theconfer~
ence revised bill provides for several
changes to the administrative process for
.child and medical support orders, child
support administration and enforcement,
and other portions of family law.

Friday, May 6
Transportation bill passed
On a 49~ 15 vote, the Senate gave its
final approval to a transportation policy
bill on Fri. morning, May 6.
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the Prairie I~land site immediately. Four
more casks can be added and filled if the
Environmental Quality Board (EQB)
determines that NSP has filed a license
application for an alternative site for the
waste in Goodhue County by Dec. 31,
1996, or NSP is making good faith efforts
to implement an alternative site. The bill
also stipulates that NSP must construct,
contract for construction and operation,
or purchase. 100 megawatts of wind power
by Dec. 31, 1996. An additional eight
casks are authorized on the Prairie Island
site ifNSP has met the wind power and
biomass requirements by Dec. 31, 1998,
and the-alt:emativ·esTie Is either unCler
construction or operationaL If the
alternative site is not operational or under
construction, or the renewable energy
resource requirements are not met, the
Legislature may revoke the authorization
for the eight additional casks. The
revoking of the authorization by the'
Legislature must be done by June 1,-1999.
By December 31,2002, NSP is required to
provide or purchase 200 megawatts of
wind power and 75 megawatts of biomass
power.
The bill limits dry cask ;torage to 17
casks in the state, with the exception of
the decommissioning of a plant. A'
provision in the bill mandates that if an
out of state storage facility for the spent
fuel becomes available, the waste in the
casks must,be shipped before the waste in
the storage pools at either the Prairie
Island or Montecello nuclear power
generating sites. The casks must then be
NSP bill pass~d
decommissioned and may not be used
Friday, May 6, marked the last day of the again for storage. Thebill also requires
1994 legislative session. The Senate
that the casks containing the spent
worked late into the evening in order to
nuclear fuel be moved to the alternate site
pass some of the most controversial. bills
in Goodhue County as soon as it is
of the session.
available. Novak said an importa~t
The morning began with Sen. Steven
. provision in the bill provides for a
Novak (DFL,New Brighton) presenting
renewable development fund by NSP.
the conference committee report on S.P.
NSP must deposit $500,000 into the fund
1706, a bill allowing Northern States
each year. The construction of new
Power (NSP) to store spent nuclear fuel
nuclear power generating facilities in the
in dry casks at the Prairie Island location.
state is prohibited under the bill. Also,
The bill was granted final passage on a 43, any nuclear plant in the state that falls
22 vote. Thebill "sets Minnesota apart
below a 55 percent capacity factor load for
from the country in its commitment to
three consecutive years, must be shut
renewable resources," said Novak. Novak down..
also said the bill marks a commitment to
Novak said a provision mandates that
phase out nuclear,power in the state.
NSP must contribute two percent of its
Under the compromise version NSP is
gross revenues for conservation purposes
authorized to use five dry casks for the
while it operates nuclear power electric
purpose of storing spent nuclear fuel at
plants in the state. Along with that

H.F. 3011 contains a number of
transportation provisions that were
presented this session,' according to Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL,Olyndon) , the bill's
sponsor. He said the measure, which was
adopted by a conference committee,
contains many proposals approved by the
Senate as well as others that were added "
during the committee's deliberations.
Langseth said the bill eliminates many
amendments that would have micro,
managed the responsibilities of the Dept.
of Transportation (MnDOT).
The bill requires MnDOT to establish
standards for the development and upkeep
.. -~fstate-parlcroads, allows certaiIlemer;.
, gency vehicles to use blue lights, and sets
up a railroad user loan program to help
individuals to buy and rehabilitate
railroad cars. Also included are provisions
regulating personal transportation service
vehicles and excluding the use of those
vehicles in the seven,county Metro Area,
amends bridge inspection regulations, and
requires that MnDOT install a number of
sound barriers along Metro freeways.
Langseth's motion to adopt the ~onfer'
ence committee report was approved and
the bill was passed.
The Senate also granted final passage to
H.P. 2351, the omnibus anti,crime bill.
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL,Mpls.) moved
that the body concur with the conference
committee report, which had been
debated during the Thurs., May 5, floor
session. Spear's motion was approved and
the bill was passed, 63,1.
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provision, NSP must operate at le.ast 225
megawatts of wind energy conservation
systems within the state by Dec. 31, 1998.
Another 400 megawatts bf wind power
conservation systems must be provided for
by Dec. 31, 2002. By Dec. 31, 1998, a
biomass fueled electric plant generating at
least 50 megawatts of electricity must be
provided for by NSP. An additional 75
megawatts is required by Dec. 31, 2002.
The current NSP low,income discount
program for low,income residential
customers is expanded under the bill.
Novak said an electric energy task force is
created. The task force, according to
Novak, is charged with studyingvarlous
aspects of the state's energy policies.
"We've done the best we could in a
terrible situation," said Sen. Steven
Murphy (DFL,Red Wing). Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL,North Branch) said the
state is "once again ignoring the wishes of
the tribal council" and practicing envi,
ronmental racism by allowing dry cask
storage at the site adjacent to the
Mdewakanton tribe's land; According to
Novak, the bill represents a compromise
that saves jobs in Minnesota, keeps
electric rates down and pha~es.outcnucleaF
power.
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL,Dakota)
presented the conference~ommittee
report on H.F. 3086, the landfill cleanup
bill. .According to Morse, the bill is a
scaled back version of the original cleanup
bill. "The bill incorporates a mixed
approach to cleanup," said Morse.
Provisions in the bill allow for the state to
take ownership and be responsible for the
cleanup of a landfill if the owner desires it
and it is in the best interest of the state.
The bill was granted final passage on a 58,
2 vote.
.
Sen. Joe Bertram, Sr. (DFL,Paynesville)
presented the conference committee
report on S.P. 2168, the flood relief bill.
Bertram said the bill is in response to the
flood of 1993 that destroyed cropland and
crippled parts of rural Minnesota. Major
provisions in the bill exempt the sale of
used farm equipment from sales tax,
provide an interest buy down program,
appropriate money to the Rural Financing
Authority for a revolving loan fund,
provide for soybean research, and provide
for increased grain inspection. Bertram
said the bill amounts to $18 million in
relief. The conference committee report
was granted final passage.

Floor

.

~

actIon

The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance'
Bills granted concurrence and repassage....April29.
S.F. 2498..Stumpf: Offers options of coverage for employees of the Higher Education Board upon merger of the State University
'
System, the Community College Board and the Technical College Board. 57,0

Conference committee reports 'adopted and repassed....April29.
S.F. 2009..Terwilliger: Expands the'Minnesota Emergency Response Commission membership. 59,0
S.F. 1788..Johnson, J.B.: Waste Management Act amendments. 61,0
H.F. 2046..Ranum: Restricts the killing bf dogs wounding, killing or pursuing big game in the Metro Area. 58,2
H.F.. 2227..Sams: Requires the Public U~ilities Commission to appointa team of scienceadvisors andprovi<:les for studies of stray
voltage ancCthe effects of earth a's a conductor of electricity. 51,7
--- - . - H.F. 1999..Riveness: Requires disclosure;of information regarding insurance fraud and grants immunity for ~eporting suspected
insurance fraud. 63,0
H.F. 2074..Ranum: Omnibus juvenile justice bill. Provides for adult court jurisdiction over juveniles alleged to have committed first
degree murder or first degree sexual assault and provides for presumptive certification to adult court for juveniles alleged to have
committed prison level felonies. 62,0

Bills gra~ted final passage on Special Orders....April29.
H.P. 1915..Reichgott Junge: Establishes a disaster volunteer leave program in the state civil service. 34,28
H.F. 3211..Kelly: Provides for payment of claims against the state. 64,0.
. H.P. 2493'..Sams: Changes the law on nuisance liability of agriculture operations. 55,0
H.F. 1316..Johnson, J.B.: Establishes a Board of Nutrition and Dietetics Practice and requires nutritionis'ts and dietitians to be
licensed. 34,19
S.B. 1795~Laidig: Establishes the Minnesota child passenger restraint a~d education account to assist families in financial need to
obtain child passenger restraint systems. 51,0

Bills granted final passage 'under suspension of rules.. ~April29.
H.F. 2625 ..Luther: Provides for metropolitan government reorganization, provides for a regional administrator and a management
team, imposes organizational requirements and imposes duties. 50,1
I

'

Conference committee reports adopted andrepassed....May 2.
H.F. 2411 ..Lessatd: Provides for PERA coverage for employees of the lessee of the Itasca Medical Center facilities. 59,0
H.F. 3209..Johnson, D.J.: Omnibus tax bill. Conforms with changes in the federal income tax law, changes tax brackets, rates,
bases, exemptions, withholding, payments and refunds and changes the calculation of property tax refunds. 58,8

Bills passed under suspension of rules....May 2.

,

H.F. 2742..Merriam: bmnibus bonding bill. Authorizes spending to acquire and to better public la?-q and building and other public
improvements of a capital nature. 44,0
H.F. 3230..Langseth: Omnibus transportation funding bilL Dedicates part of the tax on vehicles to public transit, provides for
annual inflation adjustments to the gasoline tax and provides for. summer highway construction. 58,8

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders....May2.
H.F. 1778..Riveness: Establishes minimum qualifications for audits of Police and Fire Relief Associations, establishes reporting
requirements for public pension funds, requires notice of meeting of relief associations anq requires meetings to be open to the
public. 39,24
H.F. 1829..Novak: Requires copies of evacuation plans for residents of manufactured home parks. 61,0
H.F. 2171 ..Novak: Requires the Metropolitan Council to adopt guidelines allocating comprehensive choice housing among cities
and towns in the Metropolitan Area. 34,32
H.F.· 2064..Novak: Modifies programs of the Housing Finance Agency for low..income and tribal housing and modifies programs for
_
accessibility loans. 66,0
H.F. 1918..Reichgott Junge: Requires the Bureau of Business Licenses to expand services. 66..0
S.F. 1944..Kel.1y: Increases the minimum wage to $4.65 per hour in January of 1995 and to $5 per hour beginning January 1996 for
large emfJloyers. 37,29
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S.F. 2816..Pappas: Increases the amount of obligations the Metropolitan Council.may issue for transit purposes and authorizes a high
speed bus plan pilot project. 60~1
H.F. 3011 ..Langseth: Makes technical changes. and defines terms in laws relating to the Dept. of Transportation. 60~1

Conference committee reports adopted arid repassed....May ~3.
H.F. 1919..Krentz: Clarifies language governing application fees with in park manufactured home
H.F. 2365 ..Langseth: Makes technical changes in laws governing traffic regulations. 60~O

sales.,61~O

Bills granted concurrence and repassage....May J.
S.F. 1996..Belanger: Modifies the definition ·of employer for personnel records review purposes and defines special investigators for
purposes of inclusion in the uncla~sified civil service of St. Louis County. 58~O
S.F. 2858..Flynn: Changes the Hennepin County personnel system to a human resources system. 60~O
S.F. 1735..Betzold: Modifies provisions concerning foster care and adoption. 58~2
S.F. 2316..Metzen: Provides for~the management of funds under the control of the State Board of Investment. 44.. 16

-Bills·granted final passage ·ri"n SpeCial Orders~~MaY3.
H.F. 2951 ..Johnson, 1).J.: Modifies provisions for enrollment in the MinnesotaCare program and establishes a health care access
reserve account. 39..26

Bills granted concurrence and repassage....May 4.
S.F. 1961..Merriam: Imposes increased penalties on persons who operate a snowmobile, all terrain vehicle or.motorboat while
intoxicated and who have previously been convicted of driving a motor vehicle while intoxicated and extends the maximum
length for multiple gross misdemeanor sentences and combined gross misdemeanor and misdemeanor sentences.63~1
S.F. 788~Johnson, J.B.: Prohibits a municipality from using a quick take condemnation proceeding when acquiring the property of
another electric service provider through eminent domain. 44..21

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed....May 4.

_

H.F. 2617..Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. Regulates agreements between brewers and wholesalers, authoriies issuance of licenses by
specific cities and counties and makes other changes to laws regulating liquor. 55.. 1
H.F. 3193 ..Pogemiller: Provides conditions and requirements for the issuance of public debt, authorizes the use of revenue recapture
by housing agencies an~ authorizes the use of special assessments for on..site water contamination improvements. 59.. 1
S.F. 2429..Lessard: Omnibus game and fish bilL Modifies the list of protected game birds and"makes other changes to" laws relating
.
to game and fish. 55..6
S.F. 2540..Lesewski: Classifies and requires information on applications for the municipal energy conservation investment loan
program and authorizes a fee to fund enhanced 911 emerkency telephone service. 51 ..12
•
.~

Bills granted final passage under suspension of rules.. ~May 4.
H.F. 3041 ..Pogemiller: Target Center. Provides for the ownership, financing and use of the Target Center sports facility. 36..31

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed....May 5.
H.F. 2158..Price: Requires towns, cities and counties to ha~e ordinances complying with Pollution Control Agency rules regarding
" individw.al sewage treatment systems. 51 ..0
H.F.2028..Finn: Omnibus data practices changes. Classifies data as private, confidential or nonpublic, provides for access to some"
enforcement and court services data on juveniles and provides law enforcement access to welfare and patient dir~ctory
information. 58..0
H.F. 2493 ..Sams: Changes the law on nuisance liability of agricultural operations. 55~0
H.F. 3211 ..Kelly: Provides for payment of claims against th,e state. 57~o
S.F. 1948..Berg: Provides for family farm limited liability companies and authorized farm limited liability companies and removes
the limitation on the number of shareholders or partners for authorized farm corporations and partnerships. 58..0
S.F. 2192..Berglin: MinnesotaCare. Establishes and regulates community integrated service networks, creates. a reinsurance and risk
adjustment association and sets timelines and requires plans for implementation of MinnesotaCare. 35..26
S.F. 2015..Flynn: Provides for metropolitan government reorganization, provides for a regional administrator and a management
team,imposes organizational requirements and imposes duties. 57 ~4
S.F. 2913 ..Merriam: Supplemental appropriations bill, provides for supplemental appropriations for public safety, the environment
and natural resources," the. general legislative, judicial and administrative expenses of state government. 49.. 14
S.F. 2129..Piper: Regulating advertising and paymentsrela,ting to adoption, regulates agencies, provides for direct adoptive
placement and provides for the enforceability of postadoption contact agreements. 58..5
S.F. 180..Kroening: Provides for a constitutional amendment to allow off..track pari..mutuel betting. 46.. 15
S.F. 103..Berg: Omnibus gaming provisions~ Regulates the conduct of lawful gambling, prescribes the powers and duties of licensees
and the board and gives the Gambling Control Board director cease and desist authority. 58~O
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H.F. 2519,Reichgott Junge: Creates a civil cause of action for persons who are coerced into prostitution. 60,0
S.F. 1662,Piper: Uniform Interstate Family Support Act additions, provides for an administrative process for child support
collection, and modifies child suppott collection and enforc~ment provisions. 61,1
H.P. 3179..Sturnpf: Creates the wetlands wildlife legacy account, modifies easements and makes other changes in the Wetland
Preservation Act and establishes a special vehicle license plate for wetlands ~ildlife purposes. 50,0
H.P. 1899,Hottinger: Modifies the duties of the Legislative Commission to Review Administrative Rules and revises procedures for
.
the adoption and review of administrative rules. 52,0
H.F. 2351,Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. Appropriates money for criminal justic~ programs, improves law enforcement
investigations of xeports of missing and endangered children, adds judgeships, requires mandatory minimum sentences for specific
crimes and increases penalties for violent crimes. LaId on the table.
S.F. 2289,Merriarn: Authorizes a person who wishes to construct or expand an air emission facility toreimburse costs of the
Pollution Control Agency. 43,14
H.F. 984..Riveness: Modifies provisions relating to the Dept. of Administration, includes state licensed facilities in coverage by the
state building code and clarifies language and duties of the state building inspector.· 54,0
(

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed....May 6.
H.F. 3011,Langseth: Transportation policy bilLMakes technical changes and defines terms in laws relating to the Dept. of
Transportation. 49,15
H.F. 2351 ..Spear: Omnibus crime prevention bill. Appropriates morley for criminal justice programs, improves law enforcement
investigations of reports of missing and endangered children, adds judgeships, requires mandatory minimum sentences for specific
crimes and increases penalties for violent crimes. 63,1
S.F. 1706,Novak: Prairie Island bill. Provides for temporary dry cask sto~age of nuclear"wasteat Prairie Island, requires an
alternative site search, requires development of alternative energy sources. 43..22
,
H.F. 3086..Morse: Establishes a cleanup program for closed landfills, provides for state assumption of cleanup of landfills and
requires an environmental assessment worksheet for a specific operation in a critical area. 58,2
H.P. 2016..S010n: Regulates accelerated m'ortgage payment services, requires a bond or other security and permits background
checks. 57,0
H.F. 3230..Langseth: Provides funding for a variety of transportation projects. 59,0
.
"
S.F. 2168,Bertrarn: Provides for flood disaster relief, provides a tax exemption for farm machinery and provides matching funds for
...
federal flood disaster relief. 56,2
S.F.1512..Luther: Provides for uniform local government elections dates fOf school districts and cities and supersedes inconsistent
general and special laws and home rule charter provisions, provides for uniform November elections, permits Metro Area town
elections to be held inthe fall, establishes four year terms for school board members, and provides that cities and school districts
may choose odd or even year elections~ 60,3
. .
H.F. 2189,Pogerniller: Oinnibus K,12 education funding bill. 62,1
H.F. 3041..Pogerniller: Target Center. Provides for the ownership,financing and use of the Target' Center sports facility. 35,26

Bills granted final passage undet suspension of rul~s....May 6;
S.F.292 7..Reichgott: Revisor's bill. Provides for the correction of miscellaneous oversights, inconsistencies, ambiguities, unintended
results and technical errors of a noncontroversial nature. 55,0

Bills granted final passage on' Special Orders....May 6.
B.F. 218..Johnson, D.E.: 'Amended to include the language of conference committee report on the omnibus bonding bill (H.F.
2742,Merriam). Authorizes spending to acquire and to better public land and building and other publi<;: improvements of a capital
nature. 62,1
H.F. 2591..Lesewski: Eliminates duplicate reporting. relating to energy demand forecasting information by public utilities, authorizes
low,income rates in some circumstances and establishes a pilot program. 62,0
H.F. 942,Chmielewski: Requires every driver to use due care in operating a motor vehicle. 59,1
.
S.F. 1985..Morse: A resolution memorializing the President and Congress to act expeditiously in procuring a sitefor the storage of
~igh,level radioactive waste. 61,1
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