






































































































































































































































































































Floor action
driver's license data lists for com~
mercial purposes, Sen. John Marty
(DFL~Roseville),won a victory, but
not without one condition. An
amendment, offered by Sen. Fritz
Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake), delays
the effective date of the amendment
for one year. Knaak said the amend~

ment allows the Legislature time to
consider the possible fiscal impact the
amendment will have on the depart­
ment. Marty's amendment also
specifies that the department may
release data to a motor vehicle
manufacturer or its designated repre~

sentative for the purpose of notifying
motor vehicle purchasers of a recall.

The third amendment, offered by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL~Coon

Rapids), addresses the classification of
personnel data. The motion by
Merriam specifies that no cause of
action may arise as a result of data
contained in a termination or per~

sonnel settlement agreement if the
data was not public at the time of the
agreement, but became public data
under a law enacted after execution.
The bill also allows local welfare
agencies and court service agencies to
share information about cases relating
to child abuse when involving the
same clients.

Senators devoted most of the
balance of the day's activity to consid~

eration of other measures on the
General Orders Calendar. HP. 922,
carried by Sen. Dennis Frederickson
(IR~New Ulm), imposes a duty to
investigate and render aid when a
person is injured in a shooting acci­
dent. The bill specifies that failure to
render aid is a felony. H.P. 934, spon~
sored by Sen. Thomas Neuville (IR~

Northfield), specifies that a salvage
certificate does not authorize the
holder to register a vehicle and
requires that a salvaged vehicle be
inspected before it is registered.
Further, H.F. 594, carried by Sen.
Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL~CassLake),
enacts the Uniform Foreign Money
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Claims Act. H.P. 1475, also carried
by Ranum, requires post~secondary

governing boards to report the status
of cultural diversity initiatives on
campus. S.P. 440, authored by Marty,
requires insurers to furnish a summary
of claims review findings to the
provider who requested the review or
to the insured, upon that person's
request. An amendment by Marty,
that was subsequently adopted, alters
the make up of the Minnesota Com~
prehensive Health Association board
of directors.

HP. 1549, carried by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), memorializes the
president and the U.S. Congress to
take action to alleviate the crisis in
the Midwest dairy industry. S.P. 811,
authored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL­
St. Paul), provides survivor benefits to
the widow of a St. Paul police officer
under the Public Employees Retire­
ment Association Police and Fire
Plan. S.P. 1064, sponsored by Sen.
Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton),
exempts some proceedings of the
Board of Water and Soil Resources
from the Administrative Procedure
Act. S.P. 1300, authored by Sen.
Tracy Beckman (DFL~Bricelyn),

allows the board of animal health to
permit garbage, such as bakery prod­
ucts and pasta, to be fed to livestock
or poultry. HP. 1551, sponsored by
Sen. Don Storm (IR-Edina), modifies
limitations on survivor benefits
coverage under the Edina Volunteer
Firefighters Relief Association. H.F.
815, sponsored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), regulates premium
determinations, meetings and experi­
mental delivery and managed care
delivery methods of the Minnesota
Comprehensive Health Insurance
Plan.

All but five of the 34 bills given
preliminary passage at the previous
day's session were granted final
approval. The exceptions were not
acted upon because three of the
measures were out for comparison

with House companion bills and two
were progressed at the author's
request. The five measures included
S.P. 306, authorizing the exchange of
state lands; S.F. 1152, authorizing the
registrar of motor vehicles to prorate
the original registration on groups of
passenger motor vehicles; S.P. 1419,
requiring home care providers to
advise persons receiving home care
services of their rights; S.F. 1284,
changing the livestock market agency
and dealer licensing act; and S.F.
1204, exempting gas utilities that
have less than 650 customers in any
one municipality and less than 2,000
customers in all from prior rate
regulation.

In other action, Senators granted
final passage to a bill on the Special
Orders Calendar. The bill, S.F. 156,
authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL­
Mpls.), changes the organization and
administrative authorities in the state
public defense system. The measure
provides that the chief district public
defender is appointed by an ad hoc
board, not by the state public de­
fender; specifies the duties of the state
board of public defense, the state
public defender and the chief district
public defenders; and alters the
composition of the ad hoc board.

In addition, the Senate voted to

concur with the House and repass S.F.
231, authored by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul). The bill redefines
full~time students for the purpose of
dependent insurance coverage.

Preview

May 13.. 18, 1991

Conference committees on various
spending and policy bills will meet
throughout the week. Floor sessions
will be held daily. Please call the
Senate Information Office at 296~
0504 or the Senate hotline at 296­
8088 for the latest schedule informa­
tion.



Senate Committee Assignments
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Vice chair: Luther
Telephone: 296-4196

GAMING REGULATION (10)
Chair: Berg Vice chair: Bertram
Office: 328 Telephone: 296-5539
Meets: M, W; Room 107; 8-10 a. m.
Berg Dicklich Johnson, D. E. Metzen
Bertram Frederickson, D. R. McGowan Price
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (12)
Chair: Waldorf Vice chair: Ranum
Office: 317 Telephone: 296-4175
Meets: T, Th; Room 15; 8-10 a. m.
Belanger Frederickson, D. R. Pariseau
DeCramer Hughes Pogemiller
Frederickson, D. J. Morse Ranum
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (17)
Chair: Berglin Vice chair: Sams
Office: G-9 Telephone: 296-4151
Meets: M, Th; Room 15; 3-6 p. m.
Adkins Day Hottinger
Benson, D. Finn Johnson, J. B.
Berglin Flynn Piper
Brataas Halberg Sams
JUDICIARY (17)
Chair: Spear Vice chair: Kelly
Office: G-27 Telephones: 296-4191
Meets: M, W, F; Room 15; 10-12 noon
Belanger Kelly Marty
Berglin Knaak McGowan
Cohen Laidig Merriam
Finn Luther Neuville
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (9)
Chair: Adkins Vice chair: Hottinger
Office: G-29 Telephone: 296-4150
Meets: T, Th; Room 107; 8-10a. m.
Adkins Chmielewski Day
Bernhagen Davis Hottinger
METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS (13)
Chair: Frank Vice chair: Flynn
Office: 226 Telephone: 297-8070
Meets: T, Th; Room 15; 10-12 noon
Cohen Johnston Laidig
Flynn Kelly Langserh
Frank Knaak Mondale
REDISTRICTING (10)
Chair: Moe
Office: 208
Meets: On Call
Benson, D. DeCramer Knaak
Cohen Johnson, D. J. Luther
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (29)
Chair: Moe Vice chair: Luther
Office: 208 Telephone: 296-4196
Meets: On Call
Adkins Bertram Frank
Belanger Brataas Hughes
Benson, D. Chmielewski Johnson, D. E.
Berg Dahl Johnson, D. J.
Berglin Davis Knaak
Bernhagen DeCramer Laidig
TAXES AND TAX LAWS (22)
Chair: Johnson, D. J. Vice chair: Frederickson, D. J.
Office: 205 Telephone: 296-4839
Meets: T, W, F; Room 15; 3-6 p. m.
Belanger Chmielewski Halberg
Benson, D. Flynn Hughes
Berglin Frank Johnson, D. J.
Bernhagen Frederickson, D. J. Kelly
Bertram Gustafson Marty
TRANSPORTATION (14)
Chair: DeCramer Vice chair: Riveness
Offtce: 309 Telephone: 296-4186
Meets: M, Th; Room 112; 12-2 p. m.
Benson, J. Flynn Langseth Olson
Chmielewski Johnson, D. E. Mehrkens Pappas
DeCramer Johnston Novak Riveness
VETERANS AND GENERAL LEGISLATION (11)
Chair: Bertram Vice chair: Johnson, J. B.
Office: 323 Telephone: 296-1771
Meets: M, W; Room 112; 10-12 noon
Bertram Johnson, D. E. Johnston Pariseau
Dahl Johnson, J. B. Lessard Renneke

Renneke
Sams
Vickerman

Sams
Storm
Traub

Piper
Solon

Samuelson

Pappas
Samuelson
Solon
Spear

Pogemiller
Ranum
Reichgott
Stumpf
Traub

Reichgott
Stumpf

Reichgott
Storm
Waldorf

Pariseau
Ptice
Riveness
Stumpf

Solon
Spear
Storm
Stumpf
Vickerman
Waldorf

Moe
Piper
Pogemiller

Kroening
Metzen
Neuville

Mehrkens
Olson
Pappas
Pogemiller

Mehrkens
Mondale
Morse
Neuville
Olson
Pappas

(14)

Merriam
Mondale
Morse
Novak
Olson

McGowan
Mehrkens
Merriam
Metzen
Morse
Piper
Renneke
Samuelson

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (12)
Chair: Davis Vice chair: Beckman
Office: G-24 Telephone: 296-7405
Meets: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon
Beckman Davis
Berg Day
Bertram Frederickson, D. J.
COMMERCE (16)
Chair: Solon Vice chair: Pappas
Office: 303 Telephone: 296-4158
Meets: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p. m.
Adkins Cohen Larson
Belanger Day Luther
Berglin Hottinger Mehrkens
Brataas Kroening Metzen
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING (12)
Chair: Metzen Vice chair: Johnson, J.B.
Office: 303 Telephone: 296-8864
Meets: M, Th; Room 107; 12-2 p. m.
Beckman Gustafson
Bernhagen Johnson, J. B.
Davis Kelly
EDUCATION (23)
Chair: Dahl Vice chair: Traub
Office: 235 Telephone: 296-4185
Meets: M, W, F; Room 15; 8-10 a. m.
Beckman Hottinger
Benson, J. Hughes
Dahl Johnston
DeCramer Knaak
Dicklich Langseth
Frederickson, D. J. Larson
EDUCATION FUNDING DIVISION
Chair: Dicklich
Office: 235 Telephone: 296-8018
Meets: M, Th; Room 107; 3-6 p. m.
Dahl Hughes
DeCramer Knaak
Dicklich Langseth
Frederickson, D. J. Larson

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (13)
Chair: Hughes Vice chair: Luther
Office: 328 Telephone: 296-8866
Meets: W; Room 107; 12 Noon - 1 p. m.
Cohen Johnson, D. E. Luther
Halberg Johnson, D. J. Marty
Hughes Laidig McGowan
EMPLOYMENT (10)
Chair: Chmielewski Vice chair: Mondale
Office: 325 Telephone: 296-8865
Meets: M, W; Room 107; 10-12 noon
Adkins Chmielewski Gustafson Kroening
Brataas Frank Halberg Mondale
ENERGY AND PUBLIC UTILITIES (12)
Chair: Novak Vice chair: Finn
Office: 321 Telephone: 296-1767
Meers: T, Th; Room 107; 10-12 noon
Benson, J. Gustafson Novak
Dicklich Johnson, D. J. Olson
Finn Marty Piper
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)
Chair: Lessard Vice chair: Price
Office: 111 Telephone: 296-1113
Meets: T, W, F; Room 107; 1-3 p. m.
Benson, J. Frederickson, D. R.
Berg Johnson, J. B.
Bernhagen Laidig
Dahl Lessard
Finn Marty
FINANCE (30)
Chair: Merriam Vice chair: Vickerman
Office: 122 Telephone: 296-4157
Meets: T, W, F; Room 123; 3-6 p. m.
Beckman Frederickson, D. R.
Berg Johnson, D. E.
Brataas Kroening
Cohen Laidig
Dahl Langseth
Davis Larson
DeCramer Lessard
Dicklich Luther
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Minnesota Senate
Senate Members n~ 1991 Session

Party Phone Name Room Dist. Party Phone Name Room Dist
DFL 296-5981 Adkins, Betty G-29 Cap. 22 DFL 3205 Langseth, Keith G-24 Cap. 9
DFL 5713 Beckman, Tracy G-24 Cap. 29 IR 5655 Larson, Cal 145 SOB 10
IR 5975 Belanger, William V., Jr. 107 SOB 41 DFL 4136 Lessard, Bob 111 Cap. 3
IR 3903 Benson, Duane D. 147 SOB 32 DFL 8869 Luther, William P. 205 Cap. 47
IR 6455 Benson, Joanne E. 153 SOB 17 DFL 5645 Marty, John G-9 Cap. 63

DFL 5094 Berg, Charles A. 328 Cap. 11 IR 2159 McGowan, Patrick D. 129 SOB 48
DFL 4261 Berglin, Linda G-9 Cap. 60 IR 8075 Mehrkens, Lyle G. '127 SOB 26
IR 4131 Bernhagen, John 113 SOB 21 DFL 4154 Merriam, Gene 122 Cap. 49
DFL 2084 Bertram, Joe, Sr. 323 Cap. 16 DFL 4370 Metzen, James P. 303 Cap. 39
IR 4848 Brataas, Nancy 139 SOB 33 DFL 2577 Moe, Roger D. 208 Cap. 2

DFL 4182 Chmielewski, Florian 325 Cap. 14 DFL 7-8065 Mondale, Ted 325 Cap. 44
DFL 5931 Cohen, Richard J. G-27 Cap. 64 DFL 5649 Morse, Steven 0-24 Cap. 34
DFL 5003 Dahl, Gregory L. 235 Cap. 50 IR 1279 Neuville, Tom 123 SOB 25
DFL 2302 Davis, Charles R. G-24 Cap. 18 DFL 4334 Novak, Steven G. 322 Cap 52
IR 9457 Day, Dick 105 SOB 30 IR 1282 Olson, Gen 125 SOB 43

DFL 6820 DeCramer, Gary M. 309 Cap. 27 DFL 1802 Pappas, Sandra L. G-24 Cap. 65
DFL 2859 Dicklich, Ronald R. 235 Cap. 5 IR 5252 Pariseau, Pat 109 SOB 37
DFL 6128 Finn, Harold R. "Skip" 321 Cap. 4 DFL 9248 Piper, Pat G-9 Cap. 31
DFL 4274 Flynn, Carol 227 Cap. 61 DFL 7809 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 306 Cap. 58
DFL 2877 Frank, Don 225 Cap. 51 DFL 7-8060 Price, Leonard R. 111 Cap. 56

DFL 5640 Frederickson, David J. 306 Cap. 20 DFL 7-8061 Ranum, Jane 317 Cap. 62
IR 8138 Frederickson, Dennis R. 143 SOB 23 DFL 2889 Reichgott, Ember D. 301 Cap. 46
IR 4314 Gustafson, Jim 115 SOB 8 IR 4125 Renneke, Earl W. 117 SOB 35
IR 4120 Halberg, Chuck 133 SOB 38 DFL 7-8062 Riveness, Phil 309 Cap. 40
DFL 6153 Hottinger, John C. G-29 Cap. 24 DFL 7-8063 Sams, Dallas C. G-9 Cap. 12

DFL 4183 Hughes, Jerome M. 328 Cap. 54 DFL 4875 Samuelson, Don 124 Cap. 13
IR 3826 Johnson, Dean E. 131 SOB 15 DFL 4188 Solon, Sam G. 303 Cap. 7
DFL 8881 Johnson, Douglas J. 205 Cap. 6 DFL 4191 Spear, Allan H. G-27 Cap. 59
DFL 5419 Johnson, Janet B. 303 Cap. 19 IR 6238 Storm, Donald A. 119 SOB 42
IR 4123 Johnston, Terry 135 SOB 36 DFL 8660 Stumpf, LeRoy A. G-24 Cap. 1

DFL 5285 Kelly, Randy C. G-27 Cap. 67 DFL 7-8064 Traub, Judy 235 Cap. 45
IR 1253 Knaak, Fritz 149 SOB 53 DFL 5650 Vickerman, Jim 122 Cap. 28
DFL 4302 Kroening, Carl W. 124 Cap. 57 DFL 3809 Waldorf, Gene 317 Cap. 66
IR 4351 Laidig, Gary W. 141 SOB 55
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Redistricting plan advances
Members of the Redistricting

Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), met Wed., May 15, and
advanced a DFL sponsored redistricting
plan to the full Senate. S.F. 1571, carried
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), .
sets new boundaries for all 67 Senate
districts and 134 House districts.
According to Pogemiller, "redistricting is
one of the most difficult tasks facing the
Legislature because we are being asked to
change boundaries for friends and
colleagues." Pogemiller emphasized,
though, that "redistricting is not done for
legislators but for the citizens of Minne­
sota to insure fairness and equity of
representation. Pogemiller contended that
the bill was based on fairness and principle.

Under the bill, Greater Minnesota loses
two and one half Senate seats because of
population loss. As a result of population
gains, the measure increases the number of
seats allotted to outer ring Metro Area
suburbs. In addition, under the plan three
Senate districts are drawn to increase the
voting strength of minority populations.
Two Senate districts in Minneapolis and
one district in St. Paul have minority
populations of over 40 percent. The
drawing of new district lines changes
boundaries in such a manner that four
districts would have incumbents vying for
the same seats. Under the plan, two
districts would have DFLer's running
against one another, one district would
have a race between IR's and one district
would pit an incumbent DFLer against an
incumbent IR.

Sen. Don Storm (IR-Edina) and Sen.
Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake), both
objected to the rapidity with which the
plan was proceeding through the legisla­
tive process. However, testimony from Bill
Davis of the NAACp, Bill Wilson of the
St. Paul City Council and a representative
of the Association of Minnesota Counties
urged speedy action on the redistricting
process in order to allow adequate time for
local units of government and communi­
ties of interest to prepare for the next
election.

Todd Otis, chair of the state DFL Party,
also urged that the redistricting process
proceed with dispatch. However, Otis said
that from a partisan standpoint he was
concerned that the plan diluted traditional
DFL strength on the Iron Range and in
the core cities. Bob Weinholzer, chair of
the state IR Party, argued that there was
no need to rush through the redistricting
process. Pogemiller responded that to the
extent that the legislature completes its
job in redistricting in a timely manner,
the possibilities of opening up the elec­
toral process are greatly enhanced.

The bill was approved on a strict 6-3
party line vote.

Health care access bill amended
Deliberations continued on the health

care access bill at the Thurs., May 16,
meeting of the Finance Committee,
chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL­
Coon Rapids). S.F. 2, authored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), provides
access to health insurance for those who
no insurance or inadequate insurance.

Substantial changes to the bill are made
by an amendment offered by Merriam.
The amendment changes the program to a
pilot study that will provide insurance for
uninsured individuals and families in a
designated geographic area and will serve
approximately 15,000 people. Another
provision of the amendment establishes an
insurance industry sponsored plan to
provide insurance packages for small busi­
nesses. Merriam said that the original bill
commits future Legislatures to something
that has unknown costs that the state may
not have the ability to meet.

Berglin said that the Merriam proposals
would increase costs, increase rejections of
people applying for health coverage, and
allow the limited benefit package offered
in the proposal to be offered to all small
business employers, not just those who do
not currently offer insurance plans to their
employees. The amendment provides
coverage for fewer Minnesotans, she said.
The amendment was adopted on a
divided, roll call vote and the bill was
approved and sent to the full Senate.

May 17, 1991

Gas tax increase removed

The on-again-off-again three cent per
gallon increase in the gasoline tax is off as
a result of action taken by the Senate
Taxes and Tax Laws Committee at the
Thurs., May 16, meeting. S.F. 598,
authored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL­
Glyndon), is a major transportation bill
that establishes state transportation goals
and provides for transportation funding.
Committee Chair Douglas Johnson (DFL­
Cook) offered an amendment to delete the
provision in the bill that increases the
gasoline tax from 20 to 23 cents per
gallon. The amendment was adopted on a
lopsided voice vote.

Debate on the measure focused prima­
rily on an amendment to cap the amount
that counties may levy for light rail transit
development at one half mill. Currently,
counties may levy up to two mills for light
rail. A provision of the omnibus tax bill
vetoed by the governor, restricted the
amount to three quarters of the amount
levied the previous year. Discussion on the
amendment, offered by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), was conducted primarily
by the Metro Area legislators on the
panel. Proponents of the amendment
contended that it was unnecessary to levy
for light rail at this time because no final
decision has been made to go forward with
construction of light rail. Opponents
argued, successfully, that counties, particu­
larly Hennepin and Ramsey, are close to
agreement about light rail and that the
levy is needed to prepare for the future.
The amendment failed to gain adoption.
The bill was then approved and sent to
the full Senate.

The committee also advanced a bill
providing for a working family tax credit.
According to Johnson, chief author of the
bill, the bill is likely to become the
vehicle for the next omnibus tax bill
should negotiations between representa­
tives of the governor and legislators be
successful.

Finally, the panel approved the appoint­
ment of Kathleen Doar to the Minnesota
Tax Court.
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Committee update
Employment

Confirmation hearings
The Employment Committee, chaired

by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL­
Sturgeon Lake), recommended three
persons for confirmation Fri., May 10.

Peter Obermeyer was recommended as
commissioner of the Bureau of Mediation
Services. Debra Wilson and Steven
Wheeler were recommended as judges of
the Workers' Compensation Court of
Appeals.

Finance

Omnibus energy, gambling bills
The omnibus energy bill and the

omnibus charitable gambling bill, along
with four other bills, were approved at
the Fri., May 10, meeting of the Finance
Committee, chaired by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).

S.E 944, carried by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), is the omnibus
energy bill. The bill creates a Low-Income
Energy and Conservation Account. The
bill requires gas utilities to contribute one
half of a percent and electric utilities to
contribute 1.5 percent of their gross oper­
ating revenues for the Conservation
Improvement Programs and Low-Income
Energy and Conservation.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Ronald
Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), clarifies provi­
sions of conservation improvement
program. It also states that up to one third
of the percentage of gross operating income
of municipal or cooperative utilities,
contributed for conservation improvement,
can be met through peak load management
efforts. The amendment was adopted. Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio) offered an
amendment to the Dicklich amendment
that allows all of the conservation improve­
ment requirements to be met through load
management. The amendment was also
adopted.

The committee also adopted an amend­
ment that establishes the Energy and
Conservation Account as a special account
and not part of the General Fund.

The bill was approved and sent to the
full Senate.

S.E 506, sponsored by Sen. Charles
Berg (DFL-Chokio), is the omnibus chari­
table gambling bill. The bill establishes
regulations related to charitable gambling,
including the broadening of compulsive
gambling services. The bill provides that
funds for the compulsive gambling program
are to come from a transfer of $375,000 in
each year of the biennium to the General
Fund and through a surcharge on fees
charged for permits to operate gambling
premises.
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An amendment, offered by Sen. Tracy
Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn), moves up the
requirement that the director of the lottery
not spend more than 2.75 percent of gross
revenues for advertising purposes from July
1, 1992 to July 1, 1991. An amendment,
offered by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l
Falls), clarifies language prohibiting lottery
advertisement that exploit religious holi­
days. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), directs the Task
Force on Compulsive Gambling to develop
an program for the assessment of persons
convicted of certain crimes that are
commonly connected with compulsive
gambling. All of the amendments were
adopted.

The committee also heard S.E 819,
authored by Sen. Nancy Brataas
(IR-Rochester), providing funding for pilot
projects in Olmsted County for persons
with mental illnesses. S.E 371, authored
by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville),
requires convicted sex and kidnapping
offenders to provide current addresses
following release from prison and requires
the publication of missing children reports.
S.E 716, authored by Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), increases
penalties for the violation of restraint
orders in domestic abuse cases. S.E 966,
sponsored by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL­
North Branch), adds and eliminates lands
from certain state parks. All four bills were
approved and sent to the full Senate.

Bill to help first time farmers
gains

A bill creating an agricultural develop­
ment bond program to assist first time
farmers and agri-businesses was approved
at the Sat., May 11, hearing of the
Committee on Finance. The bill, H.E
702, carried by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL­
Staples), creates the program within the
Rural Finance Authority (RFA).

Under the bill, the RFA is authorized
to make loans to beginning farmers and
to enter into contracts to purchase land
and real estate for agri-businesses.
According to Sams, banks will guarantee
that the interest on the bonds will be tax
free, and that the banks will be liable for
the loan. The average loan granted, said
Sams, will run about $70,000, and is
capped at $200,000.

Discussion centered around whether
the RFA should be under the jurisdiction
of the Dept. of Agriculture or the Dept.
of Finance. Sams took the stance that
the RFA should be administered through
the Dept. of Agriculture because of the
departments experience in dealing with
farmers.

Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio),
disagreed, arguing that the current system
should remain within the Dept. of

Finance since they are administering the
program more than satisfactorily. He
subsequently offered a major amendment
transferring the RFA back into the Dept.
of Finance from the Dept. of Agriculture.
The amendment also eliminates the
appropriation from the General Fund to
the commissioner of agriculture to admin­
ister the RFA and eliminates the separate
RFA administrative fund. The amend­
ment allows the authority to impose a
fee, which will be deposited into the
state treasury and credited to the General
Fund. The amendment was adopted.

Lastly, the measure provides for a
$300,000 appropriation from the General
Fund to the commissioner of finance to
develop and promote the bond program.

In other business, the committee,
chaired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL­
Coon Rapids), approved three other
measures during the early portion of the
hearing. H.E 961, also carried by Sams,
extends the farmer-lender mediation act
and provides for a $200,000 appropria­
tion for purposes of carrying out the
mediation program. An amendment was
offered removing a $400,000 appropria­
tion to support the Farm Advocates
Program, since it is being addressed in
another measure.

H.E 744, carried by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), provides
that the interest costs associated with
cleaning up releases from petroleum tanks
are reimbursable for a period of up to 180
days. In addition, the reimbursable costs
would be capped at two percentage points
above the prime rates charged by banks.
Novak explained that it is critical that
interest costs be reimbursed to help expe­
dite the clean-up process.

Merriam voiced his concern that the
state is adding more reimbursable costs to
the Petrofund Program at a time when
the legislative auditor reported that costs
for the program are out of control.
Therefore, he offered a motion to remove
the provision from the bill, but the
motion failed.

Finally, the environmental crimes bill,
H.E 694, carried by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), was discussed. The
measure includes provisions from two
other bills establishing a field citation
pilot project that issues citations to indi­
viduals who unlawfully dump solid waste
and establishes an environmental
enforcement fund account. The measure
also authorizes background investigations
of environmental permit applicants,
authorizes the Pollution Control Agency
(PCA) to impose administrative air and
waste pollution penalties, and imposes
criminal penalties for knowingly violating
air emissions or introducing a hazardous
substance into a sewer system or treat­
ment system. The measure provides that



it is a gross misdemeanor if a person
knowingly disposes of a solid waste at a
location that does not have a required
permit.

Discussion centered on a provision that
provides for a toll free number to report
potential environmental violations and
provides monetary awards to individuals
who provide information that lead to the
conviction of an environmental crime.
An amendment was offered and adopted
stipulating that monetary awards will be
funded only through private sources.

The measure includes an $890,000
appropriation from the General Fund to
the PCA and $238,000 appropriated to
the attorney general for costs associated
with the civil and criminal portions of
the bill. In addition, a $200,000 appro­
priation from the General Fund to the
commissioner of natural resources is
included to implement the field citation
pilot project. All the measures were sent
to the Senate floor for action.

Wetlands bill approved
Later on Sat., May 11, the Finance

Committee took up a bill that provides
for the preservation, enhancement, resto­
ration, and establishment of wetlands.
S. F. 3, authored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), directs the state to
identify the importance of wetlands,
promote multiple use, ensure that lost
wetlands are replaced, and compensate
owners of private wetlands when the
lands are protected for public use. The
committee approved the bill and sent it
to the full Senate.

S.F. no, sponsored by Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul), makes
changes to housing programs and regula­
tions. The bill includes provisions for
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
programs, modifies procedures related to
renters and landlords, and establishes
low-and moderate-income and blighted
property housing programs. S.P. 263,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL­
Brooklyn Park), facilitates local
governments in using 1990 census data
for redistricting purposes, clarifies
campaign financing provisions, and estab­
lishes the mail-in ballot for presidential
primaries. The bill provides $3.34 million
in revenues through fees from the Secre­
tary of State's office, lobbyist registration,
and other fees. The bill appropriates
$3.27 million for the Secretary of State,
the Ethical Practices board and for func­
tions related to elections. Both bills were
approved and sent to the full Senate.

S.F. 496, authored by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), provides for tele­
racing facilities and pari-mutuel betting
at these facilities. S.F. 842, authored by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota), modi­
fies requirements for drilling, sealing, or

constructing wells. The bill provides for
fees for well disclosure statements when
selling property on which a well is
located. H.F. 977, also authored by
Morse, establishes a duty on the part of
hazardous substance and oil handlers to
have a plan to respond to accidental or
intentional discharge or spills. H.F. 381,
carried by Metzen, authorizes construc­
tion at Dakota County, Northeast
Metropolitan, and Moorhead Technical
Colleges. S.F. 257, authored by Merriam,
provides resources for the Dept. of
Administration to increase its efforts in
assessing resource recovery and recycling.
All of these bills were approved and sent
to the full Senate.

S. F. 37, authored by Luther, provides
greater regulatory authority for the Dept.
of Commerce for insurance matters. The
bill provides for an increase of 17 insur­
ance company examiners to determine
the solvency of firms. The new positions
will be funded through licensing and
examination fees assessed to the insur­
ance industry. The bill was approved and
sent to the full Senate.

Health care access bill discussed
The Committee on Finance, chaired

by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), met Mon., May 13, to consider
the health care access proposal. S.F. 2,
authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL­
Mpls.), provides access to health care for
Minnesotans who are uninsured or under­
insured.

The committee discussed an amend­
ment that separates categories of coverage
into Part A or Part B. Both types of
coverage are offered in the proposal, but
only Part A, which covers outpatient
services, will be subsidized by the state,
said Berglin. Appropriations toward the
program will provide access to health
care for 23,000 Minnesotans who are
currently uninsured or underinsured, said
Berglin. At the discretion of the legisla­
ture, the program can become
comprehensive to serve the 417,000
Minnesotans in need of insurance,
Berglin said.

The amendment also requires the
commissioner of health to establish
health plan payment arrangements that
encourage improvements in the effective­
ness and efficiency of health care
delivery. Sections dealing with the
mandate for universal health coverage are
deleted by the amendment.

The amendment requires that commis­
sions from private market policy sales be
spread over a period of five years, requires
health plan companies to accept appli­
cants for coverage so long as the health
plan company sells to other applicants in
the same category, restricts the use of
preexisting conditions for exclusion from

coverage, and prohibits charging different
rates based on age, sex, health status,
disability, occupation or geographical
location.

The amendment eliminates chemical
dependency services from subsidy and
establishes a small employer plan.

As well, the amendment authorizes
additional enrollments of medical
students in the rural physician loan
forgiveness program, establishes the
Mid-Level Practitioner Education
Program, and provides grants for hospitals
in rural areas. No action was taken on
the amendment, or on the bill.

Airbus bill discussed
The Committee on Finance, chaired

by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), met Tues., May 14, to discuss
S.F. 1517, carried by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth). The bill authorizes
financing and tax arrangements for the
building of Northwest Airlines (NWA)
Airbus maintenance facilities in Duluth
and Hibbing.

Most of the discussion centered around
the bill provisions that increase bonding
authority for the Metropolitan Airports
Commission and on the state's obligation
for the repayment to investors if NWA
should default. No action was taken on
the bill.

Drug prevention bill discussed
The Committee on Finance, chaired

by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), met Wed., May 15. Among the
bills discussed were one for alcohol and
drug prevention projects, one related to
the battered woman's program in the
Dept. of Corrections, and one related to
peace officer training.

S.P. 414, authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), establishes state­
wide and local alcohol and drug
prevention programs and family resource
center pilot projects. The bill was
amended to eliminate state funded
prevention programs and eliminates a
formula by which federal funds are
distributed to community health boards
and American Indian reservations.

S.F. 666, authored by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), lowers license fees
charged to lawn service applicators paid
into the Agricultural Chemical Response
and Reimbursement Account. H.F. 571,
carried by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), makes changes to the
administration of benefits for the Minne­
apolis Employees Retirement Fund
including guidelines for the investment of
funds paid into the benefit plan. S.F.
655, sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), is the Mn/DOT house­
keeping bill. The bill states regulations
regarding vehicle size and weight and
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Committee update
provides guidelines for fees charged by
the commissioner of transportation. All
three of the bills were approved and sent
to the full Senate.

S.F. 835, authored by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), makes structural
changes to the Battered Women's Advi­
sory Council and establishes the Sexual
Assault and Crime Victims Advisory
Councils. The committee adopted an
amendment, offered by Spear, that elimi­
nates the reimbursement to council
members.

S.F. 404, authored by Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), directs the systems
of higher education to develop a compre­
hensive program for peace officer training
and education. The bill was amended to
provide a $500,000 per year appropria­
tion.

All three bills were approved as
amended and sent to the full Senate.

S.F. 494, also authored by Spear,
establishes a pilot project for counties to
use intensive supervision for repeated
DWI offenders instead of imprisonment.
S.F. 93, sponsored by Sen. Keith Lang­
seth (DFL-Glyndon), limits the
inspection fee charged to a town in
connection with road construction to
$100. S. F. 1120, carried by Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), is the
Secretary of State housekeeping bill. It
increases certain fees and allows the
Secretary of State to remove a document
from the public record when a filing fee
is not paid. S.F. 1286, sponsored by Sen.
William Belanger (IR-Bloomington),
requires that devices to aid the hearing
impaired by available in all hearing rooms
in the Capitol and in the chambers of
each legislative body. H. F. 1353, spon­
sored by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St.
Louis Park), establishes the International
Partnership Program in the Minnesota
Trade Office. S.F. 780, sponsored by Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (IR-New Ulm),
eliminates a two-dollar charge for
accessing public informa tion at the
Secretary of State office. H. F. 99, carried
by Morse, designates a portion of Trunk
Highway No. 61 as the Disabled Veterans
Highway and provides for Gulf War
Veterans license plates. H.F. 354, spon­
sored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL­
Hibbing), extends the time by when the
Minerals Task Force must report findings
to the Legislature. All of the bills were
approved and sent to the full Senate.

Metropolitan Affairs

Airbus bill comes to halt
The Northwest Airlines (NWA)

aircraft maintenance bill stalled in the
Metropolitan Affairs Committee after
members voiced their concern over the
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bill at the Fri., May 10, hearing.
Members and Chair Don Frank (DFL­
Spring Lake Park), indicated concern
over being asked to move a bill with such
major financial implications attached,
because of pressure imposed by the May
20 constitutional deadline for adjourn­
ment.

S.F. 1517, authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), authorizes the state to sell
up to $350 million in revenue, deficiency
and general obligation revenue bonds to
finance construction of an aircraft mainte­
nance facility in Duluth, and an aircraft
engine repair facility in Hibbing. The facil­
ities are to enable NWA to service their
fleet of Airbus 320s and Boeing 757s.

According to E. Peter Gillette, commis­
sioner of the Dept. of Trade and Economic
Development, the state will issue three
series of bonds, the bulk of which will be
repaid by NWA through lease payments.
Gillette also told members that the first
major fleet overhaul is scheduled for the
spring of 1993, so it is imperative that the
legislation be passed in order for Duluth to
begin negotiating with NWA, and to begin
construction of the facility. Gillette also
informed members that the airbus mainte­
nance facility in Duluth could create up to
1200 new jobs with an average payroll of
$50,000.

The bill also provides for a $5,000 per
job income tax credit for five years, sales
tax exemptions and authorizes the city of
Duluth to create a redevelopment tax
increment financing district at the Duluth
International Airport not to exceed $47.6
million.

In the event the Duluth proposal is not
accepted, the bill includes a provision that
authorizes the Metropolitan Airports
Commission (MAC) to sell up to $230
million in general obligation revenue bonds
to finance the construction of the mainte­
nance base at the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport. However, if the
airline declares bankruptcy, taxpayers in
the seven county Metro Area could be
required to payoff the bonds. No action
was taken on the bill.

Rules and Administration

Airbus bill sent to Finance
Members of the Rules and Administra­

tion Committee, chaired by Sen. Roger
Moe (DFL-Erskine), met briefly Fri.,
May 10, to act on a motion to remove a
bill from one committee and send it to
another. The relatively rare procedure
was used, on the motion of chief author
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), to
advance S.F. 1517, the Northwest
Airlines airbus maintenance facility bill,
from the Metropolitan Affairs Committee
to the Committee on Finance. According

to Moe, the action was taken to expedite
consideration of the financial implica­
tions of the measure.

Veterans and General
Legislation

Appointment approved
Members of the Veterans and General

Legislation Committee met Fri., May 10,
and approved the gubernatorial appoint­
ment of Bernard Melter as commissioner
of the Dept. of Veterans Affairs. The
panel, chaired by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville), tabled the appoint­
ments of Lucy Rieth, Contad Razidlo,
Elizabeth C. Whitbeck and Joseph Duffy
to the State Arts Board.

Thursday, May 9

Fan bill moves forward
Among the 25 measures granted

preliminary approval during the first half
of the Thurs., May 9, floor session was a
measure, H.F. 424, authored by Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato),
providing sanctions against anyone who
assaults a high school sports official in
connection with an interscholastic
athletic event. The sanction could result
in the individual being barred from
attending such an activity for up to 12
months. H.F. 932, carried by Sen. Pat
Piper (DFL-Austin), extends female
offender programs to include juvenile
offenders, and allows counties to develop
and implement female offender programs.

Among the bills considered on the
General Orders Calendar, several of them
dealt with various judicial issues. S.F. 858,
authored by Sen. Patrick McGowan
(IR-Maple Grove), requires offenders who
have been court-ordered to pay restitution
of over $500 to submit an affidavit of
financial disclosure. H.F. 825, carried by
Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), clarifies
advisories given by law enforcement offi­
cials to drivers being asked to take
chemical tests for alcohol concentration.
H.E 551, carried by Sen. Harold "Skip"
Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), increases the
waiting period for a limited driver's license
from 60 to 180 days for individuals
convicted of manslaughter, criminal negli­
gence resulting from the use of a motor
vehicle, or criminal vehicular homicide or
injury. In addition, the measure creates a
pilot program for an ignition interlock
system installed in cars for the purpose of
alcohol detection.

An amendment to H. F. 605, carried by
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Pau!) , requiring
that crime victims be notified of an offend­
er's escape from prison or other type of
corrective supervision, was offered and



Floor action
adopted by the Senate. The amendment
was offered by Sen. William Luther (DFL­
Brooklyn Park), and clarifies that victims
must also be notified of an offenders
transfer from one correctional facility to
another when the correctional program
involves less security and stipulates the
timeframe that must be adhered to when
making the good faith effort to notify each
identifiable victim of an offenders release,
transfer or change in security status. S. F.
526, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL­
Mpls. ), clarifies that intensive supervision
or "house arrest" can be used as part of a
probationary, non-prison sentence, or
when an offender has served a prison
sentence but is placed on an intensive
supervision term. S.F. 502, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), waives
the filing fees for Persian Gulf military
families seeking protection under the
Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of
1940. H.F. 71, carried by Sen. Pat Pariseau
(IR-Farmington), specifies that an attorney
may prepare and submit to the court a
certificate of dissolution at the time a
divorce is granted. H.F. 154, carried by
Finn, clarifies amendments to the Uniform
Commercial Code relating to personal
property leases.

Further, H.F. 1066, carried by Berglin,
extends liability protection to health main­
tenance review organizations. S.F. 1127,
sponsored by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL­
Tracy), establishes an advisory council to
examine ruls governing Intermediate Care
Facilities for the Mentally Retarded, and
requires a plan to simplify rules and regula­
tions governing services to people with
developmental disabilities and related
conditions. H.F. 85, carried by Finn,
authorizes nursing homes with 150 beds or
less that are located within 75 miles of
each other to share an administrator. S.F.
1466, sponsored by Piper, creates a
low-income energy assistance task force to
investigate the establishment of a nonprofit
energy assistance foundation. S.F. 1112,
authored by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL­
North Branch), provides incentives for
renewable energy sources of utility power
and provides for a property tax exemption
for wind energy conversion systems
installed after Jan. 1, 1991, and used as an
electric power source.

S.F. 853, sponsored by Kelly, authorizes
the commissioner of labor and industry to
erect a plaque in honor of workers who
suffer fatal accidents at a construction site.
S.F. 764, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl
(DFL-Ham Lake), requires amusement ride
operators to carry insurance of at least
$500,000 for liability for injury to persons
arising out of the use of an amusement ride
and requires the insurance company to
make annual inspections. S.F. 431,
authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL­
Thief River Falls), allows Pennington

County and the city of Thief River Falls to
sell bonds to construct student housing.

In addition, H.F. 870, carried by Sen.
Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), allows the
spouse of an officer killed in the line of
duty to elect a prescribed benefit plan if
that officer had been covered by the Public
Employees Retirement Association Police
and Fire Consolidation Accounts. S. F.
1289, authored by Sen. William Belanger
(DFL-Bloomington), prohibits the sale of
state lands administered by the Dept. of
Natural Resources (DNR) to any DNR
employee. H.F. 743, carried by Stumpf,
allows the Red Lake Watershed District to
undertake expanded projects. H.F. 21,
carried by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynes­
ville), requires new or expanded incinera­
tors emitting less than 1000 lbs. per hour
to obtain air emission permits, and
prohibits new facilities emitting 350 lbs. or
more from receiving a permit until an envi­
ronmental assessment worksheet has been
completed and approved by the Pollution
Control Agency. An amendment offered
by Sen. John Bernhagen (IR-Hutchinson),
makes an exception for hospitals by
allowing them to continue the process of
upgrading their incinerator facilities.

S.F. 282, authored by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), establishes an alterna­
tive method for determining the annual
permit fee for vehicles propelled in part by
natural gas or propane. The omnibus liquor
bill, H. F. 683, carried by Solon, makes
technical changes to the laws governing
alcoholic beverages. H.F. 875, carried by
Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park),
increases the property damage liability
coverage on rental vehicles from $25,000
to $35,000. In addition, the measure speci­
fies that it is an unfair settlement practice
if an automobile policy provides for the
settlement of an automobile loss due to
damaged damaged window glass, and the
insurer fails to assume all costs sufficient to
pay the insured's chosen vendor for the
replacement of comparable window glass at
a price generally available in the area. S.F.
760, sponsored by Bertram, provides for
the distribution of fire state aid to cities.

Finally, Senators concurred with House
amendments and repassed two measures.
S.F. 958, authored by Sen. Ronald Dick­
lich (DFL-Hibbing), authorizes the sale of
tax-forfeited lands and an easement in St.
Louis County. S.F. 635, authored by Sen.
Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), specifies
that an agreement between an insurer and
health care provider may not prohibit the
provider from contracting with other
insurers to provide services at a lower·price
than the payment specified in contract.

Infectious waste bill approved
A bill making clarifications to laws

governing the handling of infectious

waste received approval at the Thurs.,
May 9, floor session. S.F. 783, authored
by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake),
transfers the responsibility for certain
stages of waste handling from the Pollu­
tion Control Agency to the Dept. of
Health. The bill also makes clear that
veterinary waste is included under the
law. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch),
requires a medical waste task force to
study the issue of infectious and medical
waste and to find alternatives to incinera­
tion. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Gen Olson (IR-Minnetrista), includes
alternatives to the use of landfills in the
task force study. Both amendments were
adopted. The bill was approved as
amended.

Several other bills received preliminary
approval at the Thursday session. S. F.
856, authored by Sen. Donald Storm
(IR-Edina), specifies that no additional
taxes must be paid when an open
space qualification is lost due to the
acquisition of that property by the state
or by a political subdivision. S.F. 510,
authored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFL­
Chokio), makes changes to egg laws,
specifying temperatures at which eggs
must be stored for the prevention of
salmonella development. H.F. 882,
carried by Sen. William Belanger
(IR-Bloomington), increases fines for
littering. S.F. 722, authored by Sen.
Terry Johnston (IR-Prior Lake), clarifies
language relating to monies appropriated
for land acquisition by the military. S. F.
208, sponsored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens
(IR-Red Wing), allows the Dept. of
Public Safety to issue license plate
stickers for dealer registered cars rather
than requiring a dealer plate. S.F. 255,
authored by Sen. Leonard Price (DFL­
Woodbury), makes changes to horse
racing regulation including increasing per
diem for horse racing commission
members and reducing the state tax
withholding on pari-mutuel winnings.
H.F. 1001, also sponsored by Price,
permits the communication by radio
between a handler and a dog. H.F. 609,
authored by Janet Johnson, authorizes the
Veterans Homes Board to lease facilities.
S. F. 127, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL-Staples), establishes Glendalough
State Park. S.F. 928, authored by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield),
provides for enforcement of agricultural
laws. H.F. 425, sponsored by Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), authorizes
the sale of state land. The bill was
amended to authorize other land transac­
tions. S.F. 1164, also authored by
Douglas Johnson, permits the city of
Biwabik and the town of White to estab­
lish a joint economic development
authority.
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Floor action
State Departments omnibus bill

The Senate took up discussion of the
omnibus state departments appropriations
bill at the Thurs., May 9, floor session.
The bill, presented by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), provides $732
million for the biennium, with $699
million being appropriated from the
General Fund. The appropriations are for
the general legislative, judicial, and
administrative expenses of operating state
government.

Major budget adjustments include $9
million for new housing programs, $5.5
million in other new programs, no salary
supplement for state employees, a cut of
$22.3 million from the base level funds
provided to the Minneapolis Employees
Retirement Fund, and new revenues of
$1.4 million. The bill provides $55.8
million more than did the state depart­
ments omnibus bill for the current
biennium, said Kroening, but most of the
increase has come as a result of the
inclusion of funding that has, in
previous years, been carried by other
initiatives.

The body adopted an amendment,
offered by Sen. William Luther (DFL­
Brooklyn Park), that makes changes in
the state's system of public defense. The
amendment requires that the State Board
of Public Defense consist of four attor­
neys appointed by the Supreme Court
and three public members appointed by
the governor. The amendment specifies
that no judge may be appointed to the
board, promotes diversity among board
members, specifies that the state public
defender appoints the chief administrator
to the board, and specifies that the
appointment of chief district public
defenders in each judicial district are
made by the board plus two residents of
the relevant judicial district.

An amendment, offered by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield),
extends the bill's freeze on legislative
salaries until January 3, 1994. The
amendment failed.

An amendment, offered by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
freezing the salaries of all public
employees not covered by a bargaining
unit until 1993 was adopted. Originally
the amendment specified that the salaries
of those earning more than $50,000 a
year would be subject to the freeze.
However, an amendment, offered by Sen.
Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake), speci­
fies that employees earning more than
$35,000 per year would be subject to the
salary freeze. An attempt by Sen. Duane
Benson (IR-Lanesboro) to reinstate
language relating to the governor's CORE
initiative, the commission to study ways
of cutting state spending, was unsuc-
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cessful. The bill was granted final passage
on a vote of 53-13.

Data practices bill okayed
After debating the omnibus state

departments bill, Senators took up the
Senate Calendar. Bills on the Senate
Calendar are considered for final passage
after having been approved on the
General Orders Calendar. Thirteen
measures were given final passage. H.F.
693, sponsored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), is the omnibus data prac­
tices bill and provides for the
classifications of government data. S. F.
1152, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), authorizes the registrar of
motor vehicles to prorate the original
registration on groups of passenger motor
vehicles presented to St. Paul by a lessor.
S.F. 1284, authored by Sen. Earl
Renneke (IR-LeSeuer), changes the live­
stock market agency and dealer licensing
act. H.F. 922, authored by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (IR-New Ulm), imposes a
duty to investigate and render aid when a
person is injured in a shooting accident
and imposes a felony penalty for failure
to do so. H.F. 934, sponsored by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR-Northfield),
prohibits registration of a vehicle for
which a salvage certificate of title is
issued.

H.F. 594, carried by Sen. Harold
"Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass Lake), enacts the
Uniform Foreign-Money Claims Act.
H. F. 1549, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), memorializes the
president and the U.S. Congress to take
action to alleviate the crisis in the
Midwest dairy industry. S.F. 811,
authored by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul), provides survivor benefits to the
widow of a St. Paul police officer under
the Public Employees Retirement Associ­
ation Police and Fire Plan. S.F. 1064,
authored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL­
Princeton), exempts some proceedings by
the Board of Water and Soil Resources
from the Administrative Procedure Act
and exempts the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency from restrictions on
transfers of marginal land and wetlands.
S.F. 1300, authored by Sen. Tracy
Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn), allows exemp­
tion of some types of garbage from
requirements for feeding to livestock and
poultry.

H.F. 1551, carried by Sen. Don Storm
(IR-Edina), modifies limitations on
survivor benefit coverage under the Edina
Volunteer Firefighters Relief Association.
H.F. 1475, carried by Ranum, requires
post-secondary governing boards to report
on cultural diversity. H.F. 815, also
carried by Ranum, regulates premium
determinations, meetings and experi-

mental delivery and managed care
delivery methods under the Minnesota
Comprehensive Health Insurance Plan.

After completing work on the Senate
Calendar, members again turned their
attention to consideration of bills on the
General Orders Calendar. Two measures
incurred extensive debate during the
evening session. S.F. 768, authored by
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul),
requires appointing authorities to strive
for gender balance on various executive
branch boards and commissions.
According to Pappas, women are still
underrepresented on most of the boards
and commissions comprised of appoin­
tees. Pappas said that the current
administration is making an excellent
effort to achieve gender balance in the
appointment process, the bill is necessary
to insure future balance in the appoint­
ments of individuals to serve on various
state boards. Opponents of the measure
argued that the bill was aimed at
restricting the current administration's
appointment efforts. Pappas offered an
amendment, at the request of the gover­
nor's appointments staff, to provide more
flexibility by allowing a 25 percent vari­
ance in the composition of some boards.
The amendment failed after extensive
debate. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), to delay the
effective date also failed. The measure
ultimately failed to get preliminary
approval.

The second measure that sparked
extensive debate, also failed to gain
approval. S.F. 688, sponsored by Sen.
Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), makes
numerous changes to the laws governing
electricians and the Board of Electricity.
The measure ran into heavy opposition
because of provisions relating to the
establishment of a complaint committee
and the disciplinary powers of the board.
The bill failed on a 27-29 roll call vote.

In other action, though, a number of
bills were given preliminary approval.
S.F. 173, authored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
changes the definition of the term
"employee" for purposes of the Public
Employee Labor Relations Act. S.F. 735,
authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l.
Falls), increases the amount of vacation
time that state employees can donate to
bargaining representatives. H.F. 1509,
carried by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL­
Brainerd), allows land near Camp Ripley
to be used as a veterans cemetery. S. F.
535, sponsored by Chmielewski, regulates
the assignments of benefits under acci­
dent and health insurance policies. H. F.
914, carried by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL­
North Branch), authorizes Otter Tail
County to return donated state lands to
the donor's heir and requires that descrip-



tions of tax-forfeited lands bordering
public water be submitted to the commis­
sioner of natural resources before
legislation is proposed to permit convey­
ance of the land.

H.F. 126, carried by Samuelson, desig­
nates the Paul Bunyan Highway from
Little Falls through Cass Lake to Bemidji.
H.F. 128, sponsored by Sen. Steven
Morse (DFL-Dakota), specifies that
impervious surfaces, such as shopping
center parking lots, must have water
retention devices to prevent runoff into
the drainage system. S.F. 351, authored
by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL­
Mpls.), guarantees peace officers rights
when a formal statement is taken for
disciplinary purposes. S.F. 1179, also
authored by Pogemiller, provides the
conditions and requirements for the issu­
ance of debt and for the financial
obligations of authorities.

Friday, May 10

Tax bill passes
The Fri., May 10, floor session was

dominated by discussion on the Confer­
ence Committee report on H.F. 1086,
the omnibus tax bill.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) said
property tax relief and budget balancing
would be achieved under the measure by
raising almost $500 million in sales and
income taxes over the biennium. Johnson
said $250 million will be taken from the
budget reserve for additional relief.

According to Johnson, the bill provides
$300 million in property tax relief not
proposed by the governor. Under the
measure, the income tax on incomes over
$100,000 is raised to nine percent. The
cigarette tax is raised five cents per pack.
Johnson said revenues will also be raised
through a luxury tax on furs and jewelry
valued at over $10,000 and cars valued at
over $30,000. He said the bill provides for
the elimination of the third property tax
tier over a two year period and expands the
first and second tiers.

Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope)
said that property tax increases under the
bill will amount to 7.3 percent; an amount
she said is less than the amount that would
be raised if the Legislature did nothing.
Reichgott highlighted a number of other
provisions in the bill, including a provision
imposing a one year moratorium on school
referenda. Another provision requires that
referenda be based on the market value of
a home rather than on net tax capacity.
Reichgott said a provision provides for a
note on voting ballots informing voters
that a vote for a referendum is essentially a
vote for a property tax increase. She said
the bill also includes a provision to exempt
cities of under 1,000 from truth in taxa­
tion.

Opposition to the bill came from Sen.
Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake), who
charged that the bill increases taxes but
does not provide for spending cuts. Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro) reiterated
Knaak's allegations, adding that the situa­
tion will only be worse in two years. But
Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erkine) said the bill
achieves tax reform, reflects public opinion
and preserves most of the budget reserve:
all criteria asked for by the governor. The
bill was passed on a strict party line 45-21
roll call vote.

In other action, members granted final
passage to all but four measures that were
on the General Orders Calendar Thurs. ,
May 9. S.F. 173, authored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
relating to public employees, was laid over
at the author's request. Three of the bills
were out for comparison with House Files:
S.F. 440, authored by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), relates to economic devel­
opment; S.F. 853, authored by Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), honors workers killed
while working on public projects; and S.P.
1528, authored by Sen. Tracy Beckman
(DFL-Bricelyn), provides for payment of
claims against the state. In addition, a bill
from the Mon., May 6, General Orders
Calendar was granted final passage. S.F.
510, authored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFL­
Chokio), amends the egg law.

Three bills were repassed after Senators
concurred with House amendments. S.F.
328, authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL­
Duluth), conforms state Medicare
supplement policy requirements to federal
law and requires that plans provide
coverage for foreign travel. S. F. 417,
authored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL­
Hibbing), makes noncontraversial
clarifications and modifications to provi­
sions relating to school districts and the
Dept. of Education. S.F. 918, authored by
Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
prohibits certain insurance agreements.

Senators concluded the Fri., May 10,
floor session by adopting the conference
committee report on S.P. 187, the bill
authorizing advanced mental health care
directives. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), specifies that
competent adults can formulate advanced
directives about the kinds of mental health
care they want to receive should they
become incompetent. The conference
committee compromised on language
regarding witnesses and specifies that two
witnesses are needed but that there need
not be notarization of the witnesses signa­
tures. II} addition, the compromise bill
retains a requirement that the witnesses
make a statement regarding the compe­
tency of the person making the directive
but changes the wording of the statement.
Finally, the conference committee report
includes a change in the citation of the
statute containing provisions of the Adult

Health Care Decisions Act by renaming
the law the Living Will Act. The bill was
repassed on a 47-0 vote.

Monday, May 13

Contractor bill approved
During the Mon., May 13, floor

session, members of the Senate granted
preliminary passage to a bill mandating a
statewide licensing system for general
building contractors.

S.P. 202, authored by Sen. Gregory
Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake), establishes a state­
wide licensing system that requires
contractors to be annually bonded, licensed
and educated through continuing education
classes. Currently, licensure is prescribed by
local units of government. An adopted
author's amendment directs the Dept. of
Commerce to recommend the types of
specialty contractors that should be
licensed and report back to the Legislature,
which is charged under the measure with
the ultimate determination. An amend­
ment offered by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL­
Dakota), allowing local governments the
option of adopting the statewide system,
failed. Although some members said the
bill would be burdensome to rural contrac­
tors, the bill was granted preliminary
passage and placed on the Senate
Calendar.

Members also granted preliminary
approval to nine other bills. H.F. 1299,
authored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL­
Erskine), removes the check-off fee refund
option allowed to paddy wild rice
producers. Moe indicated that the refund,
which is 2.5 cents a pound, has consis­
tently been decreasing over the years. S.P.
836, authored by Sen. Joanne Benson
(IR-St. Cloud), appropriates $465,000
from the General Fund to the State
University Board for office space construc­
tion needed on the St. Cloud State
University Campus. Benson said the bill
offers a solution to the nearly $700,000 in
rental payments paid by the university on a
building that has recently been condemned
by the fire marshall. Under the bill, the
university will pay back $100,000 per year
beginning next year. S.F. 1182, authored
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids) directs the Dept. of Administration
to prepare a debt capacity forecast covering
the next six fiscal years. The measure also
eliminates the sale of infrastructure devel­
opment bonds and consolidates debt
service for infrastructure development
bonds in the General Fund. The Dept. of
Administration is required under the
measure to review capital budget requests
for state buildings.

S.P. 1238, authored by Sen. Phil Rive­
ness (DFL-Bloomington), allows the city of
Richfield to advance funds to the Minne­
sota Department of Transportation
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Floor action
(MnJDOT) to expedite construction of a
frontage road within the city. Riveness said
the bill will not result in the deprioritiza­
tion of any other MnJDOT projects. S.P.
1402, authored by Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), authorizes a study of
potential uses of the Waseca branch of the
University of Minnesota. The bill appropri­
ates $50,000 to the Dept. of
Administration, which will direct the study
and report recommendations back to the
Legislature in 1992. Under the measure,
Waseca must generate matching funds
amounting to $1 for every $2 allocated.
S.P. 1340, authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul) provides for ongoing
employer contributions to the judges retire­
ment fund.

S.P. 371, carried by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville) relates to missing and
abused children. The bill requires that a
sex offender report a current address to a
probation officer for 10 years following the
offender's release from prison. An adopted
amendment by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL­
Mpls.) states that a felony charge against a
person taking a child may be dropped if the
child is returned within 48 hours.
Currently the time frame for dropping
charges is 14 days. H.F. 459, sponsored by
Merriam, makes changes in administrative
forfeiture laws relating to drug crimes. A
provision eliminates the civil filing fee
unless the value of the property is $500 or
more. S.P. 256, also authored by Merriam,
amends Waste Management Act statutes
and provides for new waste management
procedures. Among provisions in the bill is
one broadening the definition of major
appliances that must be recycled and
another changing recycling goals for
counties. Another provision results
in the abandonment of the Metropolitan
landfill siting process. The bill also
shifts waste management responsibility
from local units of government to
counties, and enables counties to charge
fees on materials dumped at nondesignated
sites.

Redistricting standards repassed

Members concluded the Mon., May
13, floor session by adopting three
conference committee reports. Two of the
measures dealt with standards to be used
in the process of drawing new congres­
sional and legislative district lines. H.R.
1, sponsored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL­
Erskine), describes the standards to be
used in drawing congressional district
lines. Under the compromise reached by
the conference committee the sentence
"To the extent consistent with the other
standards in this resolution, districts
should be compact" is added to the reso-
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lution. The same change is made in H.R.
2, the resolution describing the standards
to be used in drawing legislative district
lines. The second resolution is also spon­
sored by Moe. Both conference
committee reports were adopted and
both measures were repassed by the
Senate.

The third conference committee
report, on H.E 132, was also adopted.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. John
Marty (DFL-Roseville), specifies the type
of light bulb to be used in state building
exit signs and sets forth other energy
conservation provisions. The bill was
repassed unanimously.

Earlier, Senators devoted the latter
portion of the day's floor session to the
continued discussion of bills on the
General Orders Calendar. The following
measures received preliminary approval.
S.E 100, sponsored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
authorizes replacement funds for culverts
and grading costs and authorizes assis­
tance for bridge approaches from the
town bridge account. H.E 1050, spon­
sored by Marty, requires notice of
proposed executive reorganization orders
to be given to the Legislature. An
amendment, offered by Sen. Don Frank
(DFL-Spring Lake Park), redefines "state
agency" to include the Metropolitan
Council and, thus, include the council in
the provisions of the bill. Another
amendment, offered by Sen. Fritz Knaak
(IR-White Bear Lake), includes a "hold
harmless clause" in the bill's provision so
that, in the event notice was not
received within the two weeks specified
by the bill, the reorganization would not
be nullified. Both amendments were
adopted.

H.E 499, carried by Sen. Gene
Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), provides for the
flagging of school records of missing chil­
dren. H. E 365, sponsored by Sen. David
Frederickson (DFL-Murdock), provides
that a sheriff shall not charge for in
forma pauperis service of process. H. F.
1125, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), authorizes the Mille
Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians to exer­
cise law enforcement authority within the
Mille Lacs Reservation and on trust
lands. S.E 820, authored by
Chmielewski, regulates real estate trans­
actions on the part of the state
agricultural society, clarifies that the
attorney general's office need not review
each individual contract entered into by
the state agricultural society and sets
conditions for counties to assist state fair
exhibits. H. E 1127, sponsored by David
Frederickson, limits multiparty line tele­
phone service to two subscribers per line.
H.E 696, also carried by Frederickson,
revises the membership requirements

for joint vocational technical boards
and authorizes joint vocational
technical boards to appoint additional
members.

S.E 1118, sponsored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), regulates'
the assignments, transfers, and sales of
franchises. H. E 205, also carried by
Lu'ther, makes it an unfair practice to for
health insurers to discriminate against
military personnel. An amendment,
offered by Luther and subsequently
adopted, makes it an unfair practice for
life insurers to discriminate against mili­
tary personnel prior to the individual
receiving an order for active duty. H.E
289, a third measure sponsored by
Luther, establishes minimum loss ratios
for noncomprehensive insurance policies.
H.E 786, carried by Luther, makes tech­
nical changes and corrects inconsistencies
in statutes relating to contracts. H.E
564, carried by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), exempts hotels and
motels providing telephone service from
regulation by the Public Utilities
Commission and requires hotels, motels
and other establishments to provide
notice of separate charges for use of tele­
phones and notice of which long distance
carriers provide service to telephones in
the establishments.

H.E 1191, sponsored by Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFLTracy), permits counties
to spend money for broadcast facilities.
S.E 109, authored by Chmielewski,
decreases the number of certified copies
of marriage licenses that must be
prepared, expands the probate surcharge
to informal probate matters and increases
several judicial fees. S.E 740, authored
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), is a Department of Finance
housekeeping measure that provides for
the uses for imprest funds, the cancella­
tion of warrants, the costs of data
searches, the conditions and uses of
bonds and account rules. H.E 606, spon­
sored by Sen. Terry Johnston (lR-Prior
Lake), is a Dept. of Transportation
housekeeping measure that authorizes the
department to cancel uncollectible debts
up to $200, allows the department to
employ debt collection services, allows
the department to make direct expendi­
tures from state aid funds for
administrative expenses, specifies when
estimates of construction projects are
nonpublic data, requires the adoption of
rules governing the location and break­
away standards for mailbox installations,
allow white strobe lamps to be used on
highway maintenance vehicles, adds a
route and changes the description of a
route in the state highway system and
authorizes the exchange of land with the
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa
Indians.



Tuesday, May 14

Psychology licensure bill moves

The balance of the early portion of the
Tues., May 14, floor session, was devoted
to processing a number of relatively
noncontroversial bills on the General
Orders Calendar. With the exception of
one bill that was progressed at the
author's request, the following measures
were granted preliminary passage.

S.E 300, sponsored by Sen. Carol Flynn
(DFL-Mpls.), clarifies current requirements
for licensing psychologists and also requires
psychological practitioners to be licensed.
The measure, according to Flynn, is aimed
at increasing the quality of psychological
services by requiring a psychologist to
possess a doctoral degree in order to prac­
tice independently. Currently, a licensed
psychologist is anyone with a doctoral or a
master's degree in psychology. The measure
recognizes two levels of practice, stipulates
the requirements for independent practice
and for psychological practitioners and
establishes educational and continuing
educational requirements for each level.
Rising in opposition to the bill was Sen.
Gary Laidig (DFL-Stillwater). He informed
members that there is no conclusive
evidence that a person will receive better
care from a doctoral level psychologist than
from a master's level psychologist. The
measure was approved on a 33 - 15 roll
call vote.

Three noncontroversial bills, sponsored
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFLThief River
Falls), were also approved. S.E 565, allows
fire insurers to recover damages from the
manufacturer that are caused by purchased
goods. H.E 1119, requires post-secondary
governing boards to have a written policy
to provide for the needs of students who
have disabilities. HE 752, permits the
school districts of Hallock and
Humboldt-St. Vincent to conduct a refer­
endum on potential consolidation at a time
other than the designated election time.
S.P. 1474, authored by Sen. Ronald Dick­
lich (DFL-Hibbing), clarifies registration
requirements for barbers, apprentices and
instructors, expands the causes for disci­
pline and provides for summary suspension.

HE 1147, carried by Sen. Gene
Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), was progressed,
but not before considerable discussion
ensued over two amendments relating to
the classification of Minnesota State
Lottery employees. The bill reclassifies
some state employees from unclassified to
classified status. The first amendment,
offered by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l.
Falls), allows 77 Minnesota State Lottery
employees, who work in sales and
marketing, to remain unclassified. In addi­
tion, the amendment stipulates that all
managerial employees will be given classi­
fied status. Lessard indicated that in order

for Minnesota to have a successful lottery,
the lottery must be allowed to operate as a
business. This means, he said, the lottery
must be allowed to hire and fire its sales
staff as do other businesses. The amend­
ment was rejected by the Senate on a
narrow 27-28 roll call vote. As a result of
Lessard's amendment being rejected, Sen.
Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), offered an
amendment, requiring the commissioner of
employee relations to develop criteria in
determining the classification of profes­
sional and managerial positions within the
state lottery system. The amendment was
adopted. At that time, Waldorf moved to
progress the bill. The motion was approved
by the Senate.

In other action, Senators turned their
attention to granting final passage to
several measures on the Senate Calendar
that were granted preliminary passage last
week. H.E 20, carried by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), requires insurers to furnish
a summary of claims review findings to the
provider who requested the review or to
the insured, upon that person's request.
H.E 202, carried by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), defines
the term "employee" for the purpose of the
Public Employees Labor Relations Act.
HE 118, carried by Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), authorizes the commis­
sioner of labor and industry to erect a
plaque in honor of workers who suffer fatal
accidents while working on public
construction projects. H.E 1657, carried by
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn),
authorizes the payment of claims made
against the state to individuals identified in
the measure.

In addition, all but two of the bills given
preliminary passage at the previous day's
session were granted final passage. One of
the measures was not acted upon due to it
being out for comparison with the House
companion bill, and the other was
progressed at the author's request. The two
measures included S.E 202, authored by
Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake),
requiring residential building contractors,
remodelers and specialty contracts to be
licensed by the state, and S. E 256,
authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL­
Coon Rapids), amending provisions in the
Waste Management Act, respectively.

Ethanol bill gains
Members granted other measures

preliminary passage Tue., May 14. S. F
559, authored by Sen. David Freder­
ickson (DFL-Murdock), defines
oxygenated fuel as having 10 percent
ethanol or containing MTBE-a petro­
leum by-product additive. The bill
prohibits the sale of any other fuel than
oxygenated after 1995. H.P. 958,
authored by Sen. Charles Berg (DFL­
Chokio) provides for aquaculture

development. An adopted author's
amendment makes permit data acquired
by the Dept. of Natural Resources
private. Another adopted amendment by
Berg defines aquatic farm. An amend­
ment by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL­
Dakota) specifies the use of terms
describing waters for marketing purposes
and prescribes labelling and certification
procedures. The amendment, which was
adopted, also authorizes the Pollution
Control Agency to promulgate rules and
sets a date by which they must be issued.

S.E 174, authored by Sen. Gregory
Dahl (DFL-Ham Lake), changes the
annual date by which parents must notify
school districts regarding participation in
the open enrollment process. The date
under the measure is January 15 of each
year. H.E 181, authored by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), relates to
the 1987-established Petrofund used to
clean up oil spills around the state. The
bill is designed to prevent insurance
companies from double dipping into the
fund and provides for insurance subroga­
tion rights. S.E 786, authored by
Frederickson, makes changes in the plant
and animal pest control act. H.E 1190,
authored by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
(DFL-Cass Lake), limits assessments
against cooperative electric associations
and municipal electric utilities to the
maximum assessments made against
public utilities. Members adopted an
amendment, offered by Sen. Ronald
Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), stating that the
fee for a municipality furnishing electric
service and cogenerating steam for home
heating use may not exceed $10,000 for
its permit for water use related to elec­
tricity and steam cogeneration.

HE 1142, authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), deals with
alternative dispute resolutions. The bill
directs the Supreme Court to adopt rules
regarding alternative dispute resolutions.
It also facilitates the procedure by which
an arbitrator can correct an award.
Members adopted an amendment, offered
by Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.),
relating to drunk driving offenses. The
amendment allows the use of preliminary
screening tests in civil suits and allows
evidence of a drunk driving conviction to
be used in a civil suit. Sen. Fritz Knaak
(lR-White Bear Lake) offered an amend­
ment reinstating language regarding the
time when prejudgment interest begins to
accrue, but the amendment failed. Sen.
John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) offered
an amendment extending the collateral
source statute to arbitration proceedings.
The amendment was adopted. H. P. 267,
authored by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL­
Bricelyn), exempts farm trucks from
commercial vehicle inspection require­
ments and hazardous materials driver's
license requirements. S.E 432, authored
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by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd),
regulates construction bids by requiring
bids to contain workers' compensation
and unemployment costs. S.P. 105, also
authored by Samuelson, allows the Dept.
of Veterans Affairs to proceed on projects
with previously approved bonding. H.P.
317, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott
(DFL-New Hope), relates to family law
and marriage dissolution. The bill
provides for child support payments,
alternative forms of child support obliga­
tion satisfaction and attorney's fees. It
also clarifies the procedure for mediation
procedures and for modification of
custody orders.

Omnibus gambling bill okayed
S.P. 506, the omnibus gambling bill,

was granted preliminary approval during
the late portion of the Tues., May 14,
floor session. The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), makes
numerous changes to laws governing
lawful gambling and the lottery. The
measure expands compulsive gambling
services, allows payment of up to $18,000
per year in real estate taxes by a lawful
gambling organization as a lawful purpose
expenditure, allows payment of one half
the expense of an audit to be a lawful
purpose expenditure, changes licensure
requirements, removes the requirement
for mandatory pulltab posting but
provides that the board may require
posting if an organization has been
providing information to players that
provides an unfair advantage, requires
lawful gambling organizations to maintain
basic accounting records and specifies
what the records must contain, specifies
that the phone number and street address
of a lottery winner is private data,
prevents lottery advertising from being
targeted at a religious holiday, and makes
changes to laws covering gambling
devices.

Debate on the measure concerned
primarily three topics: the possession of
slot machines for home use, the cost of
gambling device licenses and the authori­
zation of teleracing in Minnesota. Berg
offered an amendment specifying that
slot machines used in a person's dwelling
for display or amusement purposes that
do not afford players an opportunity to
obtain anything of value would be
allowed under the bill. Those opposed to
regulation of the individual ownership of
slot machines for home use argued that
the amendment would be impossible to
enforce. Berg, however, countered that
restrictions on slot machines are neces­
sary to prevent Minnesota from being
used as haven for laundering slot
machines. Berg's amendment was adopted
51-0.
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The discussion on the license fee for
gambling devices was held in conjunction
with the debate over slot machines. Orig­
inally, the bill specifies a $5,000 fee, but
Berg offered an amendment reducing the
fee to $3,000. Opponents led by Sen. Joe
Bertram (DFL-Paynesville) and Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), argued that the
fee was excessive. Berg successfully
argued that the fee was a realistic charge
for doing business in the state. The
amendment was adopted on a 41-6 roll
call vote.

The most heated debate was sparked by
an amendment, offered by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), to authorize the
establishment of teleracing facilities in
Minnesota. Under the amendment, up to
six teleracing facilities are established to
provide simulcast televised races for pari­
mutuel betting at sites located away from
the track. Kroening argued, successfully,
that teleracing would provide additional
jobs, additional revenue for the state and
increase Minnesotan's participation in
pari-mutuel betting. Opponents coun­
tered that the establishment of teleracing
facilities would siphon funds away from
other lawful gambling enterprises. The
amendment was adopted, though, on a
vote of 28-26. Berg was successful in
presenting an amendment to reduce the
number of teleracing facilities from six to
three. Berg said that recently negotiated
compacts with Indian gaming groups
provided for an equal number of tele­
racing facilities. The amendment was
adopted on a 34-22 roll call vote. The
bill was then approved on a voice vote.

In other action, the Senate also
approved several additional bills on the
General Orders Calendar. S.P. 806,
authored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL­
Paynesville), repeals the sunset provision
relating to the position of public fire
safety educator. S.P. 819, authored by
Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester),
authorizes a pilot projects to provide care
for mentally ill persons. H.P. 744,
authored by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), makes numerous
changes to the laws governing the
Petrofund. H.P. 833, authored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), is the
annual bond allocation bill and regulates
the use of tax-exempt revenue bonds.

H.P. 961, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), appropriates money
for the farmer-lender mediation program.
S.P. 966, authored by Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch), authorizes additions
to and deletions from several state parks.
S.P. 720, authored by Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul), contains the
omnibus housing bill, S.P. 951, sponsored
by Pogemiller. The measure modifies
procedures relating to rent escrow
actions; modifies procedures relating to a

tenant's loss of essential services; modifies
provisions relating to tenant remedy
actions, retaliatory eviction proceedings
and receivership proceedings; modifies
provisions relating to Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency low and moderate
income housing programs; requires coun­
seling for reverse mortgage loans,
modifies provisions relating to housing
and redevelopment authorities; provides
for the issuance of general obligations
bonds for housing by the cities of Minne­
apolis and St. Paul; authorizes the city of
Minneapolis to make small business
loans; excludes housing districts from the
calculation of local government aid
reductions; and modifies the interest rate
reduction program.

Finally, the members of the Senate in
an unusual parliamentary procedure sepa­
rated H. P. 1147, relating to public
employment, from the other measures
acted upon on the General Orders
Calendar and reported as a committee
report to the full Senate. The bill's
authored, Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St.
Paul), requested the action and then
requested that the Senate vote to not
accept the committee report on the bill.
Waldorf explained that he wanted to take
the action in order to strip away an
"unfriendly amendment" that had been
placed on the bill earlier in the day.
Senators voted to not accept the report
on the Waldorf bill. Thus, the measure
remains on General Orders in its original
form.

Wednesday, May 15

Wetlands legislation passes
Members granted final passage to S.P.

3, the wetlands bill, during the Wed.,
May 15, floor session. The bill was
placed on the Special Orders Calendar
for consideration.

S. F. 3, authored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), provides for the preserva­
tion, enhancement, restoration and
establishment of wetlands. It also requires
the adoption of wetlands public value and
classification criteria. Davis said the bill
addresses the bulk of public testimony
concerning the wise use of remaining state
wetlands. The bill, which passed on a 64-0
roll call vote, will be the subject of a
conference committee appointed to work
out differences contained in the House
version.

In other action, members debated a bill
prohibiting masters-level psychologists from
independent practice. S.F. 300, authored
by Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.), requires
that masters-level practitioners be super­
vised by doctoral-level practitioners. Flynn
said the bill brings Minnesota into
conformance with 47 other states. Sen.



Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater) opposed the
bill, indicating that it makes education the
sole factor in providing skilled and compe­
tent practitioners. He also alleged that the
bill was inconsistent by grandfathering in
current masters-level students and praciti­
tioners. He said that if masters level
practitioners are not competent, as the bill
proposes, these inclusions should not exist.
Sen. Joanne Benson (IR-St. Cloud) also
opposed the bill, arguing that preparation
for both masters- and doctoral-level practi­
tioners are similar. She said that rural ateas
would suffer inadequate access as a result of
the doctoral-level requirement in the bill.
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), in
defense of the measure, asserted that the
practice of grandfathering in a group is
common when the Legislature changes a
standard. She further maintained that the
provision mandating supervision of masters­
level psychologists is no different from that
currently required for social workers. The
bill was granted final passage on a 40-26
roll call vote.

In other action, all bills that had been
approved on the Tue., May 14, General
Orders Calendar were granted final passage.
In addition, a bill from the Mon., May 13,
General Orders Calendar was given final
approval. S.P. 256, authored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), amends
Waste Management Act statutes.

Red fox designated unprotected
After repeated attempts to remove the

red fox from the protected species list,
Sen. Charles Berg (DFL-Chokio), finally
succeeded during the Wed., May 15,
floor session by offering an amendment
to an omnibus hunting bill that allows a
two-year experimental red fox hunting
season in restricted areas of the state.

According to Berg, chief author of
H.E 887, the red fox will still be
protected in most areas of the state and
the gray fox will also be protected. Rising
in opposition to the amendment were
Sens. Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake)
and Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass
Lake). Knaak argued that the amend­
ment sets a bad precedent for
experimental hunting seasons. He said
that the case has not been made that an
overpopulation of red fox exists in
Minnesota, other than that provided
through anecdotal evidence. Finn voiced
his protest by saying that the red fox
should not be taken off the protected list
just so that a hunter has a greater chance
of hunting pheasants. According to Berg,
the red fox is the number one predator
and killer of pheasants and other wild
game. The amendment was adopted on a
38-8 roll call vote.

Vigorous debate ensued over another
provision included in the bill that allows
a two-year experimental mourning dove

hunting season. Berg explained that due
to the doves nesting in protective wheat
fields, the mourning dove population has
become a major problem in various parts
of the state. Knaak again voiced his
opposition to the experimental hunting
season by offering an amendment to
remove that section from the bill. Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) also voiced his
opposition to the hunting of doves by
saying that it is ludicrous to hunt a bird
the size of a robin, and arguing that it
would require 33 mourning doves to feed
a dinner party of four. The amendment
was adopted on a 34-16 roll call vote.
The bill also includes a provision
requiring the commissioner of natural
resources to study the impact of allowing
hunters to take one deer by firearm and
one deer by archery in a season. The bill
was granted preliminary passage.

Other bills granted preliminary
approval on the General Orders Calendar
during the afternoon portion of the floor
session included the following bills. H. P.
345, carried by Sen. Ember Reichgott
(DFL-New Hope), extends the statute of
limitations for personal injury actions
based on sexual abuse from two years to
six years and lenghthens the statute of
limitations in criminal sexual conduct
cases involving a minor and an adult. An
amendment was offered, and adopted,
permitting a minor victim to file an
action within seven years after the
offense or within three years after
reporting the offense to law enforcement
officials. The bill also provides for special
applicability in a case where the claim
would otherwise be barred by allowing a
suit to be brought up to Aug. 1, 1992.

S.P. 716, also authored by Reichgott,
allows a judge, when imposing conditions
of release, to issue an order for protection
at the same time and stipulates that a
person violating an existing order for
protection twice within two years is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor. An
amendment, offered by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brook!yn Park), addresses
the concern over automatic expiration of
temporary orders of protection. The
amendment specifies that temporary
orders will remain effective until the
defendant is convicted, acquitted or the
charge has been dismissed.

H.E 398, carried by Sen. Jerome
Hughes (DFL-Maplewood), allows high
school students, who are at least 16 years
of age to act as election judges and
increases the number of days an employee
can take off from work to serve as an
election judge. S.P. 1440, authored by
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul),
provides that an indemnity provision in a
motor vehicle lease includes the right to
indemnify for punitive damages caused by
the lessee. S.E 982, sponsored by John
Bernhagen (IR-Hutchinson), changes the

name of the Greater Minnesota Corpora­
tion to Minnesota Technology, Inc.
(MTI) and restructures the board of
directors.

S.P. 511, authored by Luther, allows a
$2 surcharge to be applied to all water­
craft license fees. The proceeds will be
placed in an account for milfoil, zebra
mussel and purple loosestrife control.
H.P. 694, carried by Sen. Phil Riveness
(DFL-Bloomington), establishes a field
citation pilot project that provides for the
issuance of citations to individuals who
unlawfully dump solid waste, authorizes
background investigations of environ­
mental permit applicants and authorizes
the Pollution Control Agency (PCA) to
impose administrative air and waste
pollution penalties. Sen. Gregory Dahl
(DFL-Ham Lake), voiced his objection to
a provision increasing the penalties
imposed on individuals who knowingly
omit, alter, conceal or fail to file docu­
ments with the PCA related to permits
and record keeping. Under the bill, a
person who knowingly makes a false
statement is guilty of a felony. Dahl indi­
cated that he would prefer that the
current penalty, that of a gross misde­
meanor, remain in statutue. Because
Dahl was not prepared to offer a formal
amendment the bill was progressed.

Bar hours extension debate
The bill to extend bar closing hours to

2:30 a. m. was the topic of extensive
debate during the evening portion of the
Wed., May 15, floor session. S.P. 582,
authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul), had been debated once before but
had been progressed before a vote was
taken. (Bills that have been progressed
on the General Orders Calendar remain
eligible for preliminary approval by the
Senate acting as one large Committee of
the Whole.)

Pappas argued that extending bar hours
would be a valuable aid in attracting
convention business to Minnesota.
However, a number of Senators opposed
to the bill, argued successfully that the
latter hours would cause an increase in
drunk driving accidents and fatalities.
Sen. Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake)
said that the bill is "purely a financial
matter for downtown Minneapolis bars
and that the cost in increased fatalities is
a price we don't need to pay." Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL.:rracy) said that the bill
sent the wrong message to young people
in the state and that it is not necessary
to extend bar hours in order to attract
people to ball games and other events.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Betty
Adkins (DFL-St. Michael), providing
that municipalities with more than 500
tourist rooms could extend bar hours by
ordinance only after holding public hear-
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ings, failed to be adopted. Failure of the amendment, on a
6-36 roll call vote, prompted Pappas to move that the bill be
stricken from the General Orders Calendar and returned to
the Commerce Committee.

In other action, Senators continued work on the General
Orders Calendar and granted preliminary approval to a variety
of bills. H.F. 1542, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl
(OFL-Ham Lake), clarifies that automotive engines may be
replaced if the replacement or rebuilt engine does not exceed
emission standards for either the model year of the car or the
model year of the engine whichever year is earlier. Most of
the debate, though, centered not on the bill but on a series of
amendments offered by Sen. Pat Pariseau (IR-Farmington),
concerning the emission testing program scheduled to start
this year. Pariseau's amendments: to require the Environ­
mental Protection Agency and the state Pollution Control
Agency to devise a method for ending the program if the
Metro Area reaches compliance with EPA air standards and to
set the boundaries of the nonattainment area as small as
possible; to set up a mechanism for registrars to distribute
information on the emission testing program to vehicle
owners; to require vehicles to under go testing every other
year rather than every year; and to lower the cap on the esti­
mated costs of repairs; were aU defeated. The bill was then
granted preliminary approvaL

An additional four bills gained preliminary passage. S. F.
607, authored by Sen. David Frederickson (DFL-Murdock),
permits the inclusion of city streets in Eveleth and Redwood
Falls in the county state-aid street system. H.F. 702, authored
by Sen. Dallas Sams (OFL-Staples), provides for an agricul­
tural development bond program to finance agricultural
business enterprises and beginning farmers. H. F. 977, spon­
sored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Oakota), sets forth who
must prevent, prepare for, and respond to worst case
discharges of oil and hazardous substances. H.F. 694, carried
by Sen. Phil Riveness (OFL-Bloomington), establishes an
environmental enforcement account and provides for the
enforcement of environmental laws.

The Senate also concurred with the House amendments to
S. F. 269. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Leonard Price (OFL­
Woodbury), requires the posting of signs in liquor
establishments about the penalties associated with driving
while intoxicated. One of the changes from the Senate
version of the bill authorizes a $50,000 appropriation to the
city of St. Paul for the purchase of former U.S. Supreme
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Room 095, State Office Building

,St. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-0259
S~2

12

Court Chief Justice Warren Burger's childhood home.
According to Price, the home, in the Dayton's Bluff area of
St. Paul, would be restored as a historical residence. The bill
was repassed on a 34-26 vote.

Finally, members agreed to a suspension of the rule relating
to the deadline for bills to be reported out of committee in
order to adopt the committee report from the Redistricting
Committee on S.F. 1571. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (OFL-Mpls.), is a plan for redrawing
legislative district lines. The measure had been approved by
the committee but without a suspension of rules, it would
have had to go to the Committee on Rules and Administra­
tion. With the suspension of rules, the bill was given its
second reading and placed on the General Orders Calendar.

Preview

May 20
Conference committees on a number of bills will meet

throughout the day. The Senate will be in Session Mon., May
20, until final adjournment. Please call the Senate Informa­
tion Office at 296-0504 for the latest schedule information.

Service for hearing~impaired available
The Minnesota Senate is continuing to offer TDO service

for the hearing impaired. Located in Senate Index, the TOO
telecommunications service allows deaf or hearing-impaired
persons to communicate with Index staff in order to find out
bill status, bill content and bill authorship. The telephone
number for the TDO service is (612) 296-0250.

Information Office services profiled
The Senate Information Office and the Office of the Secre­

tary of the Senate are located in Room 231 of the CapitoL
These offices distribute all public materials and handle
inquiries about Senate committee meetings, Senate districts,
Senate telephone numbers, bill reference numbers and status,
and bill sponsorship. Interested citizens may also request
copies of bills or ask to be put on the mailing list for Senate
publications. If you want to know the name of your Senator or
have any other questions concerning the Minnesota Senate,
call 296-0504. Senate staff members are available to answer
general questions about the Senate and the legislative process.
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Service for hearing..impair'ed
available

The MinnesotaSenate is continuing to
offer TDD service for the hearing im~

paired. Located in Senate Index, the
TDD telecommunications service allows
deaf or hearing~impairedpersons to
communicate with Index staff in order to
find out bill status, bill content and bill
authorship. The telephone number for
the TDDservice is (612) 296~0250~

Tax bill approved by narrow margin
The omnibus tax bill came close to

failing just prior to the 77th Legislative
Session adjournment Mon., May 20,
however, enough Senators rallied to pass
the measure on a 34~33 roll call vote.

H.F.1698, carried by Sen. Douglas
Johnson (DFL~Cook),raises $607 million
in new taxes"over rhe next two yeats, with
the bulk being raised by increasing the
sales tax to 6.5 percent. The halfpenny
sales tax goes into affect automatically
July 1, 1991, and Temains in affect for six
months. After Jan. 1, 1992, local govern~
ments are given the option to decide
whether to continue to 'impose the sales
tax increase or drop the sales tax back to 6
percent. According to Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL~NewHope), iflocal
governments decide to' drop the half~cent

tax, they will lose state aid and will
eventually need to increase property taxes
to offset the difference. Under the
measure, aid to local governments will be
cut by$70 million over the next two
years.

The purpose,of the sales tax is to
provide property tax relief, said Reichgott.
She told members that the property tax
provisions in the bill will keep property
tax increases down to an average of 8
percent. The measure reduces property

-c-----.'J.;'~_-",~""~"=;""'".=._=_-~Jfal\l 24 1 9 9 1)
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program. According to Berglin the goal of taxes for busine~~;ntir~~'ing;-cabins
the plan is to provide universal health and homes valued at more than $110,000.
coverage by 1997. However, several In addition, the measure includes provi:-
Senators, including Sen. Duane Benson sions increasing the cigarette tax from 38
(IR~Lanesboro),arguedthat while the cents to 43 cents perpack, imposing a tax
goal was admirable,rhe state simply could on~ellular telephones, kennels and
not afford universal coverage~ Berglin landscaping, a 7.5 percent tax on 1~900

countered that "we currently pay for the pay~per~callphone services and a $750
costs of uninsured Minnesotans today surtax on car rentals.
through insurance rate increases and that . Sen. Charles Halberg OR.;.Burnsville),
the bill "has mechanisms to begin reform vehemently opposed the legislation and
of how we purchase health care." chastised those who would vote in favor of

The conference committee report was it.· He said, "I am amazed that this -'
, approved on a 46~19 roll call vote. legislation is before the body....this is not

a balanced approach in solving the $1.1
billion budget shortfall." Also arguing
against the measure was Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL~Mp1S.). Pogemiller
voiced his opposition by stating that the
measure is the governor's bill.

Another major provision in the bill
deals with income taxes. The measure
changes the schedules of individual
income tax rates by increasing the tax rate
froITtS percent to 8.5 percent for incli~

1
viduals whose taxable incomes are over
the following amounts: married filing joint
~ $172,920;' married filing separate ~

$133,620; head of household ~ $141,480;
and single ~ $97,460. The measure also

.. provides an earned income credit for
. working poor families with children.

]ohnsonsaid the bill is. the best com~
promise that both bodies and the governor
could reach, while at the same time, pre,..
serving a $400 million budget reserve.

n e S .0 t a Se nat e We e k in Rev i e w

•Health care access approved
A compromise plan to provide health

insurance for uninsured Minnesotans was
approved in the final stages of the session
Mon., May 20. H.F. 2, sponsored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL~Mpls.), the Minneso~

tans' Health Care Plan, initially provides
outpatient benefits for about 35,000
Minnesotans. The. program is scheduled
to start in October of 1992 a~dwill Cqrry
a price tag of $32 million for this bien~

nium. Revenue from an additional tax on
cigarettes is earmarked to pay for the
program. Under the bill, an additional
four cent per pack tax will go intO effect
July 1 of this year, with three cents per
pack scheduled to take effect Jan. 1 , 1992.

The bill also provides for a small
employer insurance plan, offers incentives
for rural health care practitioners and sets
up a phase~in ofcommunity rating in an
effort to reform insurance costs.

Debate on the measure centered
primarily on the long range costs of the

~ession adjourns
Amidst the controlled chaos that marks

the end of every legislative session, the'
Semite completed work by midnight
Mon., May 20 'and adjourned the first

__ pqr~i()l1_ of the 77th Legislatiy~_~_~s_siC:>D-.. __
Major tax and spending bills, a wetlands
preservation bill, a plan for providing
health care access for unins'ured Minnesp~

tans and an incentive package for North~
west Airlines to build a major mainte~
nance facility in Northeastern Minnesota
were all ;:tpproved in the final hours of the
1991 session.

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL~

Erskine) indicated that current plans are
to reconvene Mon., Jan. 6, 1992 for a brief
time to process' legislation dealing with
congressional redistricting and then to
recess until Feb. 17, 1992. The regular
short session of the Legislature will run for
eight weeks, until mid April, Moe said.
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Taxes and T~x La"Ys

;,

Finance

Comrnittee~pdate
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\!};~RithardCohen(DFE~SL'Paul)offered an 761, authored by Sen. John Hottinger
ameildmeni thatc6llateraJ.y,alued at 125· (DFL~Mankato),directs the State Board

Airbus bill approved percen~of the outstanding state guaran~ of Technical Colleges to develop training
The Senate Finance Committee, teed horids beavaHable'as security. materials for those who provide services to

h . ' er' amendment, o£.Cered by Cohen, people with developmental dlsahilities.c aired by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL~ H'
, f incentives to ' H.P. 222, sponsored by Sen. Gregory DahlCoon Rapids), approved several bills at .' ) bl h

the last meeting of the committee, Thurs., "". "A's (DFL~HaIJ;lLlake
d
, esta is es six regsional

demonstration that e arts toward noise internationa tra e service centers. .F.May 16, including a bill thatprovides fi~ ~' - b 11 S (
abatement, and m,aintaining operations in 1174, authored y Sen. Da as ams DFL,nancing and tax incentives for the - d

'f 1 ° .c 'I' Minnesota have been made, Both amend, Staples), allows for decrease water useconstruction 0 an airp ane repalr laCl lty. h
ments were adopted. processing fees fofirrigation systems t atS.P. 1517, authored by Sen. Sam Solon d

Sen. Dean Johnson (IR~Willmar) said are dismantled for more than seven ay5.(DFL,Duluth) , provides incentives for, h db h
Northwest Airlines (NWA) to build an that he is concerned that the people of S.P. 513, aut ore y Dean Jo nson, pro,

the state are being asked to rl'sk thel'r vides for the issuance of state ribbons toAirbus maintenance facilities in Duluth -
I finances, but the principals of NWAare veterans of the Persian Gulf War. All ofand Hibbing. The bill authorizes the sa e h

------.of $350~millionin'revep.t1ebonbdb~sfor.ctheI' -.. n(~~r~~pi~fntgh~;k:~a;~r)"'qS:~'t~~lPon6nedFtrhane'~ - ~ t~~ ~~~a::~re_~p~r?".~~.~nd sent t'? t e
building of the Duluth and Hi ing laci i,
ties,auth6rizes·thec6mmi~sionerof appropriateness of the state guaranteeing
finance to enter into lease agreements for financing for private companies. "It is not
the facilities; provides that $175 million right that we extend thispackage to
in. revenue bonds sold for the project be NWA when we have cut important Airbus bill approved
secured bythestate through general services for the people ofthe state," he The controversial bonding package for
obligation bonds; requires St. Louis said. Sen. ~nan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said the Duluth airbus maintenance facility
County to secure revenue bonds; provides. that he is concerned that MAC has as its cleared its final committee hurdle late Fri.,
an income tax credit for each full, time primary constituent NWA and that such a May 17, when members ofrhe Taxes and
employee at the facilities of up to $5,000; situation in not conducive to prudent, T ax Laws Committee approved the
exempts materials and equipment used at unbiased policy decisions. measure and sent it to the full Senate.
the facilities from sales tax; and creates Merriam said that the bill puts hundreds S.P. 1517, sponsored by Sen. Sam Solon
tax increment financing (TIF) districts in of millions of dollars of the tax payer's (DFL~Duluth), authorizes $350 million in
Duluth and Hibbing. money at risk and requires little risk for state and local bonding to build the

The bill also authorizes the Metropoli~ NWA. Given this and the uncertain maintenance facility in Duluth, and an
tan Airports Commission (MAC) to issue nature of the airline industry, it is not engine overhaul facility in Hibbing. -In
general obligation revenue bonds for the appropriate to extend the offer on the part addition, the bill authori~es the Metro,
financing and acquisition of real an, of the citizens of the state, he said.·. politan Airports Commission (MAC) to
personal property to be leased to NWA; However, the bill was approved and re~ sell $390 million in bonds that Northwest
limits the authority to issue general referred to the C.ommittee on Taxes and Airlines could use to firiance operatiop .
obligation bonds to $390 milli~n and Tax Laws. ande~pallsion~ Under the bill the MAC
revenue bonds to $120 million; requires The committee also heard S.F. 862, bonds would be secured by a mortgage on
that the ge~eral obligation bonds have authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller Northwest assets such as the 'new $200
first Hen and revenue bonds the second in (DFL~Mpls.),makingadjusttnenrs to the million pilot training facility, gates,
the case ofdefault or bankruptcy; author~ administration of the Minneapolis hangers and headquarters facilities. The
izes $230 million in general obligation Employee Retirement Fund (MERF). In~ measure also authorizes the city of Duluth
revenue bonds for the purpose of facility cluded in the bill are changes to actuarial to create a redevelopment 'tax increment
construction; and authorizes MAC to assumptions in calculating future benefits financing district at the Duluth Interna~
establish the Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport and an extension of the time period in tiona1Airport. Finally, the bill provides'
as a TIF district. which MERF must be fully funded. The for a job creation income tax credit and a

Several panel members questioned committee adopted three amendments, of, sales tax exempticm on materials, supplies,
whether the issue of general obligation feTed by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL,Mpls.), machinery and equipment needed for the
bonds for the project would effect the including one that caps the appropriation construction of the facilities.
state's bond rating. Peter Sausen, deputy to MERF $10.5 million. Another The panel, chaired by Sen. Douglas
commissioner, Dept. of Finance, said that, ,amendment, offeredby Luther, makes Johnson (DFL~Cook), closely questioned
after consulting with bond rating firms, clear that law suits can be brought by the a series of witnesses for the bill on the
that the bond rating would not be retirement board against the investment. extent of the state's financial obligation
effected. actions of the fund. The amendment was should Northwest'Airlinesbe unable to

An amendment, offered by Sen. adopted. The bill was approved and sent make lease payments to the debt retire~
William Luther (DFL~BrooklynPark), to the full Senate. ment account. E. Peter Gillette, commis,
authorizes the commissioner of finance to The committee heard several other bills sioner of the Dept. of Trade and Eco,
enter into negotiattons on facility location at the meeting. H.P. 1109, sponsored by nomic Development, said the state has
and financing, but does not allow enact, Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR,Duluth), estab, several layers of protection built into the

',.IIlent of any of the proposals of the bill lishes Advantage Minnesota, Inc., an proposal.
\L;,,',\lIl~ilfunher l~gislative approval. The organization to market the economic A number of amendments were offer~d
::,;;!g;;~fW1B<:lITlentfailed on a 17~13 vote. Sen. development potentiai for the state. S.P. to the measure. One key amendment
c:.jfii";{~:6.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'[?f ~j;;~~~;$
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included a provision that includes
• additional oversight by legislative leaders.

Under the amendment, the Legislative
Commission on Planning and Fiscal
Policy must approve the sale of bonds.
The commission consists of Senate and
House leaders and the chairs of both
Senate and House tax and appropriations
committees. Another amendment, offered
by Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR,Duluth), caps
the maximum amount of the income tax
credit for any taxable year for each
employee at an amount equal to.20
percent of the amount paid to each
employee or $5,000, whichever is less.
The amendment also sunsets the sales tax
exemption]an. 1, 1995. Both amend,
mentsiwere adopted by the committee.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Duane
Benson (IR,Lanesboro), to delete the
portions of the bill dealing with the Met,
ropolitan Airports Commission was
defeated on a voice vote.

Thursday,'May 16

Gender balance bill reconsidered
A motion to reconsider and grant ­

preliminary passage to the gender balance
bill was approved during the early
afternoon portion of the Thurs., May 16,
floor session.

The measure, S.F. 768, authored by Sen.
,Sandra Pappas (DFL,St. Paul), once again
sparked considerable debate among mem,
bers of the body. The measure requires •
appointing lauthorities to strive for gender
balance on various executive branch
boards and commissions. An amendment,
offered by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL,
Mankato), was designed to make the bill
more palatable to members, according to
Pappas. The amendment sets forth the
conditions under which deviations may
occur: if the agency serves a specific
gender,defined population, or if the ap'
pointing authority is unable to find
anyone of the under,represented ~ex who.
is qualified or willing to serve on the
board. The amendment also requires that
gender balance must be achieved by June
1995. Pappas said the amendment .
recognizes the valuable input of women
and the need to include women in the
process. Speaking in support of the
amendment, Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL,
Mpls.), said that artificial steps are
necessary to correct current inequities in
the system.

Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL,Int'l. Falls), an
opponent of the measure argued that
quotas should be based on ability, not on

whether a person is a man or woman.' New Hope), extends the statute of
Sens. Fritz Knaak (fR,WhiteBear Lake), limitations for personal injury actions
NaI).cy Brataas (IR,Rochester) and based on sexual. abuse from two years to
Thomas Neuville (IR,Northfield), six years. S.P. 716, also authored by
compla'ined that the measure is an Reichgott, allows a judge to issue an order
attempt to create political embarrassment, for protection when. imposing conditions
create political mischief and possibly ofrelease.S.P. 607, sponsored by Sen.
create a situation where an individual has David Frederickson (DFL,Murdock), per,
the injunctive ability to enfo~ce the· mits t.he inclusion of city streets in
provisions in court. Eveleth and Redwood Falls in the county

Pappas responded by stating that the state,aid street system.
bill is not an attempt to single out anyone S.P. 511, authored by Sen. William
appointing authority. She added that the Luther (DFL,Brooklyn Park), allows a $2
Current. administration is making an surcharge· to be applied to all watercraft li,
excellent effort to achieve gender balance cense fees for the purpose of controlling

. in the appointment process. milfoil,-zebra mussel and purple lo~s' ~
Another amendment, offered by Sen. estrife. H.P. 702, carried by Sen. Dallas

Carl Kroening (DFL-;Mpls.) requires Sams (DFL'Staples), provides for an
authorities to ensure that the membership agricultural development bond program to
of agencies governed by the provisions in finance agricultural business enterprises
the bill, reflect social, ethnic and socio, and beginning farmers .. H.P. 977, spon,
economic diversity. Both amendments sored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL,
were adopted and the bill was granted Dakota), sets forth who must prevent,
preliminary passage. prepare for, and respond to worst case

In other action, the body granted final discharges of oil and hazardous substances.
. passage to 12 measures on the Senate H.P. 694, sponsored by Sen. Phil Riveness

Calendar. H.P. 218, carried by Sen. (DFL,Bloomington), establishes an
Gregory Dahl (DFL,Ham Lake), requires environmental enforcement account and
building contractors, remodelers and provides for the enforcement of environ,
speciality contractors to be licensed and mental laws.
bonded. Dahl informed members that the Four of the bills on the Senate Calendar
bill will protect the consumer by requiring were not acted upon because they were
contractors who work on jobs costing out for comparison with House compan,
more than $2500 to be licensed: In ion bills: S.P. 256, authored by Sen. Gene
addition,· the measure stipulates that Merriam (DFL,Coon Rapids), amends the
contractors must also carry a $5,000 bond. Waste Management Act, and provides for
Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR,Roches~er), new waste management procedures. S.P.
supporting the measure, stated that the 819, sponsored by Brataas, authorizes pilot
measure will address the problem of projects to provide care for m~ntally ill
contractors who abscond with an individ, individuals. S.P.. 966, authored by Sen.
ual'smoney by requiring the contractors Janet Johnson (DFL,North Branch),
to be qualified and licensed. The measure authorizes additions to and deletions from
was passed on a 36,28 roll call vote. several state parks. S.P. 982, authored by

H.P. 1542, also carried by Dahl, Sen. John Bernhagen (IR,Hutchirison),
specifies that a vehicle having an ex, . 'changes the name of the Greater Minne,
changed or rebuilt engine must not exceed sota CorPoration to Minnesota Technol,
emission standards for either the model ogy, Inc.
year of the car, or the model year of the Five bills were repassed after Senators
engine, whichever year is earlier. H.F. concurred with House amendments. S.P.
398, carried by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL, 510, authored byBerg, makes changes to
Maplewood), allows high school students, egg laws. S.P. 588, authored by Sen.
who are at least 16 years of age to act as Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL,Cass Lake),
election judges. S.P. 1440, authored by lowers· the penalty for. intentional damage
Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL,St. Paul), to timber or wood processing, manufactur,
provides that an indemnity provision in a ing or transportation equipment from a
motor vehicle lease includes the right to gross misdemeanor to a misdemeanor.
indemnify for punitive damages caused by S.F. 1034, authored by Sen. Allan Spear
the lessee. H.E 887, carried by Sen. - (DFl,Mpk), reduces the fine imposed on
Charles Berg (DFL,Chokio), allows a two, employers who retaliate against employees
year experimental red fox hunting season under the Child Abuse and Vulnerable
in restricted areas of the state. H.P. 345, Adults Reporting Acts from $50,000 to
carried by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL, $10,000. S.P. 350, auth~red by Sen. Ted
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and alcohol abuse prevention programs.
Berglin said the bill provides for a plan~

ningprocess to apply for federal funds for
a~grant program, currently administered by
the Office of Drug Policy. She said the
measure would result in funds being al~
located from the Dept. of Health, which
usually allocates all community grant

, funds.

Redistricting bill passed
A bill redrawing legislative district

boundaries was 'gran'ted final p~ssage
during the evening portion of the Thurs.,
May 16, flom' session. S.F. 1571, spon~
sOf(~d by ,Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL~
Mpls.), sets new boundaries in accordance
with the population shifts that have
occurred over the last decade. Under the
bill, Greater Minnesota loses two and one
half Senate seats because of population
loss. The measure increases the number of
seats for suburban areas ofthe Metro
Area. In addition, the new districts are
drawn in a manner that increases the
strength of minority populations. Two
Senate districts in Minneapolis and one
district in St.. Paul have minority popula,
tions of over 40 percent. According to
Pogemiller, the plan increases the
possibility of ~ore people of color being
elected to the Legislature.

Because of the way the new lines are

Mondale (DFL~St. Loui~Park), authorizes
the city of Hopkins to issue bonds to pay
for environmental response costs, at a
landfill. H.F. 1179, carried by Mondale,
provides for the legislative review of
metropolitan agency budgets.

Marriage dissolution bill
Members granted final passage to a bill

simplifying marriage,dissolution during
the latter portion of the Thurs., May 16, '
floor session. H.F. 321, authored bySen.
Allan Spear (DFL~Mpls.),provides for less
costly and cumbersome dissolutions, par~

ticularly for individuals with simple cases.
The bill also establishes a pilot program to

--streiffiline dissolution for iridividuci.ls--·
meeting certain criteria. An amendment,
offered by Spear, relating to custody of
children during dissolutions, was adopted.
The amendment requires a court to at~

tempt to determine whether parents have
demonstrated that joint physical custody
is in the best interests of the child. But
Sen. Fritz'Knaak (IR~White Bear Lake)
opposed the amendment, indicating that
it would be used as a negotiating tool by
parents who are in disagreement over
other matters. Knaak's motion to delete
the provision was successful. Members also
adopted an amendment offered by Sen.
Thomas Neuville (IR~Northfield).The
amendment provides that legal or physical
custody may not be in the best interest of
the child in situations of domestic abuse.

Members Sllso granted final passage to a
number of other bills on the Special
Orders Calendar. S.F. 860, authored by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL~Mpls),provides
that special service districts in Minneapo~

lis may provide parking facilities. S.F.
783, authored by Sen~Steven Morse
(DFL~Dakota), modifies requirements for
drilliIig, sealing and construction of wells,
borings and elevators shafts. The bill also
expands well sealing licensure require~

ments. Sen. David Frederickson (DFL~

Murdock) offered an amendment that
prohibits the Dept. of Health from
entering into delegation agreements until
January 1993. But the amendment failed.
Another Frederickson amendrrient.
abolishes the fee for well sealing. Freder~
ickson said the fee, which under the
measure is $8, is aclisincentive for persons
considering sealing a.well. Morse opposed
the amendment, contending that local
jurisdictions should be allowed'to charge a
fee if they want. Members voted down
the amendment. Members adqpted an
amendment, offered by Sen. Dick Day
(IR~Owatonna), allowing water well
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variances to be granted. S.F. 780, au~

thOFed by Frederickson, requires that com~
puter terminal acces~ to public data at the
Secretary of State's office be provided
without a fee.

S.F. 666, also authored by Morse, relates
to agricultural chemical spills. Under the
measure, fees for licensed lawn service
applicators are lowered and a surcharge
may be applied on sanitizers and disinfec~
tants. The bill also abolishes surcharges Insurance solvency bill passed
on pesticides that at:e less than $10. Sen. H.F. 12, the insurance solvency bill,
Joanne Benson (IR~St. Cloud), questioned authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL~
the $400,000 appropriation to the ' Brooklyn Park), was grantedJinal passage
University of Minnesota for pest manage~ Thurs., May 16. Luther said the measure
ment and ground' water research programs. tightens the enforcement aI);d regulatory
But Morse said that the allocation was - -- - powers ofthe Dept. of Commerce over the --
reinstated after it had been taken out of insurance industry. The measure sets
the base btldget for the University of Min~ forth standards for reinsurance, limits
nesota. Another bill sponsored by Morse, insurance compSlny investments of various
H.F. 99, designates Highway 61 and the types and adopts several model acts of the
Lake City rest area as the Disabled National Association of Insurance Com~

missioners.'American Veterans Highway and Rest
Area. The bill also authorizes special. An amendment, offered by Luther,
license plates for military personnel. strengthens the guaranteed fund by

S.F. 93, authored by Sen. Keith removing the $5 million cap. According
Langseth (DFL~Glyndon), limits the fees to Luther, the amendment is an attempt
charged to towns in connection with town to work with the industry and at the same
road projects to $100. S.F. 494, authored time recognize the rights of consumers.
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL~Mpls.), Another amendment, offered by Sen. Carl
provides funding for Driving While . Kroening (DFL~Mpls.), addresses the
Intoxicated (DWI) enforcement, preven, internal real estate appraisal review
tioll' and treatment programs. Spear said process. The amendment allows the Dept.
the programs will be funded by an of Commerce to randomly select 10
adclitionalsurchargeon fees levied on insurers annually to study the effective~
repeat DWI offenders. Spear said the fees ness of internal real estate appraisals.
will amount to about $82,000 annually for ~oth amendments were adopted, and the
this purpose. An appropriation of $25,000 bill was granted final passage by the pody.
is allotted for a University of Minnesota
program that Spear said is self,supporting
through an increase on the chemical de~
pendency assessment charge. H.F. 1353,
carried by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL~St.

Louis Park), creates an international
partnership program in the Minnesota

, Trade Office. Mondale said the agricul,
tural, medieal and computer technology
available in Minnesota is drawing inves~

tors to the state. S.F. 1317, authored by
Sen. Don Frank (DFL~SpJ!ing Lake Park),
modifies the Family Leave Law. Frank
said the bill corrects problems in admini,
stration of the law. An adopted author's
amendment defines when sick leave ben'
efits coin be used. H.F. 354, authored by
Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL~Hibbing),

extends the deadline for a report by the
Legislative Task Force o'n Minerals. The
bill allows an appropriation from last
biennium to be used next biennium. S.F.
414, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL~Mpls.), relates to community drug



Study board bill
Members took up H.F. 598, the trans~

portatioh study board bill, during the -
-afternoon portion of the FrL, May 17,

the closing of an alleged disorderly house
during the. pretrial release of the owner,
lowers the threshold amount of seized
controlled substance necessary to warrant
unlawful detainer action and specifies that
weapons offenses and drug seizures may
form the basis for a nuisance action.

Friday, May 17

revenues for the Conservation Improve,
ment and Low Income Energy and
Consetvation Programs, respectively.- An
amendment, offered by Sen. John Marty
-(DFL,Roseville), is aimed at increasing
the percentage of contributions to 2.4 and,
3.6 percent for investor gas and electric
utilities, respectively. Frank criticized the
amendment, arguing that the amendment
does not address cooperatives or mu,

Strike..breaker bill approved nicipalities. These two utilities, said
The so'called "strike,breaker" bill, won Frank, are the ones that need to more

final passage on the Special Orders 'aware of energy conservation. The
Calendar during the early portion of the amendment failed on a 10,35 roll call
FrL, May 17, floor session. vote.

Bill author Sen. Florian Chmielewski H.F. 1088, carried by Sen. James
_ (PJ]/§t~rgeon !-ake),explain~dthattI.F-, Metzen (DFL,South St. Paul), establishes

304 restores the balance of power in the-~theRegiona.lSeed Ca.pTtalprogram. H.P.
collective bargaining process while 1286, carried}Jy Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn
minimizing the number of strikes. The (DFL,Cass Lake), the Secretary of State's
measure bans the hiring of permanent housekeeping bill, increases fees and
replacement workers by unionized allows the Secretary of State to remove a
employers in the event of a strike. document from the public record when a
However, the measure does allow em> filing fee is not paid. H.F. 1387, carried'
ployers to hire temporary workers. by Sen. William Belanger OR,Blooming"

Sen. Nancy Brataas OR,Rochester), ton), requires that devices to aid the
objected to the measure, arguing that the hearing impaired be available in all
bill masquerades as a "fairness" bill, when hearing rooms in the Capitol and in the

. in reality it is only going to affect smaller chambers of each legislative body. H.P.
business that are unionized, because larger 571, carried by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
businesses are exempted by federal law. (DFL,Mpls.), makes changes to the

Sen. Patrick McGowan OR,Maple administration of benefits for the Minnea,
Grove), suggested a compromise that polis Employees Retirement Fund includ,
would allow employers a waiting period inggt,lidelines for the investment of funds
before hiring permanent employees. He paid into the benefit plan.
-added that it is not fair to tell an employer The Senate also concurred with the
that they will never by able" ~o hire House amendments to five measures. S.F.
permanent replacements. In response, 1053, sponsored by Finn, a revisor's bill,
Sen. Pat Piper (DFL,Austin), argued that corrects language, text, and obsolete
if an employer is allowed to hire perma~ references and makes technical changes to
nentreplacements then there is no longer statutes and other laws. S.F. 561, au'
any negotiating possibility for workers. . thored by Sen. Bob Lessard.Ont'l. Falls),
On the other hand, she said, if an em~ -allows minors, when accompanied by an
ployer is allowed to hire temporary adult, to harvest wild rice. S.P. 762,
workers there is Still hope for a solution. authored by Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL,.St.
The billwas passed on a 41 ~20 roll call Paul), provides that the birth certificate of
vote: a child born to an unwed mother is

An additional six measures were granted .private data unless the mother specifies
final passage on tQe Special Orders otherwise. S.P. 1411, authored by Sen.
Calendar. H.F. 628, carried by Sen. Don Dallas Sams (DFL,Staples), requires·
Frank (DFL~SpringLake Park), raises the mortgage lenders, prior to entering into
fine for not wearing a seat belt from $10 reverse mortgage loans, to certify that the
-to $25. Frank informed m~rhbers that the borrower has received counseling and in~

fine increase will raise approximately $1 ' formation about reverse"mortgages from a
million annually, which will be allocated housing counseling agency. S.F.910,
to emergency medical services and state sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL~
trooper traffic safety education programs. Mpls.), the Dept. of Health housekeeping
The measure was passed on a 35,15 roll bill, clarifies various laws relating to
call vote. - public health issues.

H.F. 1246, carried by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL,New Brighton), the omnibus
energy bill, requires gas and electric
utilities to contribute oile half a percent
and 1.5 percent of their gross operating

drawn four districts would have incum~

bents vying for the same seats. Two
districts would have DFLer's running
against one another, one district would
have a race betweenIR's and o.ne district
would pit an incumbent DFLer against an .
incumbent IR.

Pogemiller said that the plan adhered to
the standards adopted by both bodies of
the Legislature,. particularly in trying to

maintain communities of interest. Po'
gemiller also, emphasized that the comple,
tion of a redistricting plan this session
would allow time for local governments,
minority communities and the Citizens of
the state to organize for the next election.

Sen. Don Storm OR,Edina) took issue
. with Pogemiller's' claim that: the 'plan
maintained communities of interest. \
According to Storm, the splitting of the
city of St. Cloud into two districts and the
fracturing of Metropolitan Area counties
into several different districts Violates the
standard of maintaining communities at
inter~st. Pogemiller countered that input
from diverse groups had been used to draw
the new lines in accordance with the
standards.

Sen. Fritz Knaak OR,White Bear Lake)
questioned the speed with which the plan
was proceeding through the legislative
process and said that the potential for
errors could be avoided by holding off
~taking final action. Pogemiller responded
that public testimony had urged prompt

-completion of the task of setting new
boundaries.•The bill was approved on a 38,27 roll
call vote.

In other action, the Senate also granted
final passage to a bill transferring public
employees from the unclassified to the
classified service. The bill, H.P. 1584,
authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL,St.
Paul), had been discussed earlier in the
week and progressed before action could
be taken. The controversial portion of
the bill transferred employees of the state
lottery to the classified service. Several
Senators argued against the transfer saying
Jhat the lottery needed to be run like a
business ratherthap a bureaucracy. An
amendment, offered by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL,Int'l. Falls), specifies that all
professional employees whose primary
responsibilities are in marketing are in the
unclassified service. The amendment was
adopted on a vote of 32,18 and the bill
was granted final passage on the Special
Orders Calendar.

Finally, Senators granted concurrence
and repassage to S.F. 950, the "crack
house" bill. The measure, sponsored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL,Mpls.), allows
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Health care access gains
The Senate took up the Health Care

Access bill on Special Orders at the Fri.,
May 17, proceedings.· The debate on H·.F.
2, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL,
Mpls.), began with an amendment, offered
by the author, that reinstates several
provisions that were deleted in· the
committee process and deletes the pilot
study program which provides access to
health care fot approxImately 15,000
people in alimited geograp1\ic area. The
amendment leaves in place the insurance
industry sponsored plan to provided a
health insurance program to sma.ll
employers.

The amendm~ntreinstates the plan to
oHer coverage for as many uninsured or
underinsured persons for outpatient
service$ as the program's appropriation
will allow. The amendment also requires
that ~hose contracting with the state
provide health coverage for their employ,
ees and that rhe program not duplicate
Medical Assistance coverage. Not
included in the amendment are insurance·
reform initiatives and community rating
standards that were in earlier versions of
the bill.

.. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL,Coon
Rapids), who proposed the pilot project
program, said that the Berglin amendment
commits the state to something that it
cannot support. The analysis upon which
the Berglin program is based does not take
into account rising costs of health care, he
said.

Sen. Pat Piper (DFL,Austin) said that

floor session. The bill establish~s state can amount to more than the person
transportation goals for the next 20 years. received while working. She said that

.Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL,Glyndon), Minnesota is the only state that does not
author of the bill, highlighted some of the coordinate its supplementary and workers'·
provisions, including those authorizing compensation benefits. But Sen. Don
toll road and light rail facility planning Frank (DFL,Spring Lake Park) opposed
and construction; Sen. Gary DeCramer the measure, contending that any benefits
(DFL,Ghent) offered an amendment that received by a person have been earned.
establishes a paratransit advisory commit, Brataas disagreed, maintaining that the
tee to study the feasibility of coordinating age of the person determines whether or
and consolidating metro mobility service not benefits have been earned. Brataas
trips within the existing Dept. of Human said the bill, which applies to injuries

.Services Medical Assistance service trips incurred after 1987, would resulr'in a
program. The amendment was adopted. savings of tens of millions of dollars in
DeCramer offered another amendment coming years. An amendment, offered by

---- provicling-for a compr-ehensiv-e-reex~mi.:r:1.a~---Sen: Jim Gustafson (1R,Duluth) , es, .
tion of public transportation in the sentially comprising all the provisions in
Metropolitan Area. DeCramer said that the governor's workers' compensation bill,
the Metropolitan Council is the agency was ruled not germane. A 32,32 vote was
charged with directing the report, which ruled as a vote in support of the motion,
will focus on mass transit alternatives in made by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL,
some corridors. A provision requires that Maplewood), president of the Senate.
all transit development comply with the The bill was then progressed.
report. An amendment, by Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL,New Brighton), striking the
latter provision, failed. However, members
adoptecl an amendment, by Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL,Bloomington), requiring
that all transit development comply with
the report after August 1992.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL,Coon Rapids), relating to
the bill's natural preservation route and
scenic highway provisions, was adopted.
The amendment prohibits a road au,
thorirYfrom making road changes that
may have detrimental aesthetic effects on)
the road or its adjacent habitat unless the
road authority has written consent of the
city, county, park district and state agency
witl). authority over the park. Members
also adopted an amendment, offered by
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL,St. Paul),
directing the Dept. of Transportation to
ensure consideration of a light rail transit
(LRT) in 1,94 and I,35W reconstruction..
Sen. John Marty (DFL,Roseville), offered
an amendment restricting counties'
levying authority for light rail transit from
2 mills to one half mill. The amendment,
which failed, requires all levies for LRT
planning, construction, design or lobbying
to be authorized by the Legislature.
Members then voted in favor of the bill,
thereby granting it final passage.

S.F. 985, authored by Nancy Brataas
(IR,Rochester), regulates supplementary
benefits within the workers' compensation
system. Brataas told members that the
amount of money a person can receive
while collecting the tax;..free supplemen,
tary and workers' compensation benefits

the billl1s a step in the direction of
providing health coverage·for uninsured
Minnesotans. The bill invests resources
into something that most of us have as a
right of employment, she said.

Another amendment, offered by Sen.
Phil Riveness (DFL,Bloomington), adds
chiropractor services to the list of covered
benefits. Merriam opposed the amend,
ment. "The more services we mandate,
thefewerpeople we can cover." Both
amendments were adopted.

The bill was passed, as amended, on a
51,12 vote.

On the Senate Calendar, the body took
- upH.F.-303,-a.uthbred by Merriam;--

making chan~es to state and local -
government responsibilities· for waste
management, placing emphasis on recy'
cling, and abandoning the waste facility
siting process. H.F. 543, authored by Sen.
Nancy Bralaas (IR,Rochester), establishes
a mental health service pilot project in
Olmsted County. H.F. 1009, authored by
Sen. ]anetJohnson(DFL,North Branch),
authorizes additions and deletions of land
from- state parks. H.F. 930, authored by
Sen. John Bernhagen (IR,Hutchinson),
changes the name of the Greater Minne,
sota Corporation to Minnesota T echnol,
ogy, Inc. and changes the duties of the
office.S.F. 1317, authored by Sen. Don
Frank (DFL,Spring Lake Park), makes
changes to provisions of parental leave
laws. H.F. 321, authored by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL,Mpls.), makes changes to

- marriage dissolution laws. H.P. 783,
authored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL,
Dakota), modifies requirements for
drilling and sealing of wells and requires­
disclosure of well status when selling land.
S.F. 780, authored by Sen. David Freder,
ickson (DFL;Murdock), requires that
certain public information be provided
without a fee. S.F. 93, sponsored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL,Glyndon), limits
fees charged to towns associated with road
construction projects to $100. S.F. 494, ­
authored by Spear, authorizes an intensive
probations pilot project in counties for
DW1 offenses. S.F. 414, carried by
Berglin, establishes a community drug and
alcohol prevention program. S.P. 666,
authored by Morse, lowers the licensing
fee for lawn service applicators. H.P.

_1353, authored by Ted Mondale (DFL,St.
Louis Park), establishes an international
partnership program in the Minnesota
Trade Office. H.P. 99, authored by Morse,
designates Trunk Highway No. 61 as the
Disabled American Veterans Highway.

The Senate concurred on three bills as
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they were amended by the House. S.P. the grounds that the carrier is providing Higher Education'Coordinating Board,
1178, authored by Merriam, allows school service as a regular route common carrier. Debra A. Wilson and Steven D '''7h''1

I d S F Th b'11 . d f' 1 'd . f h W k ' C . vv ee ermeetingSion certain e ection ays. ". e ,I game ma passage. * JU ges 0 t e or ers ompenSation, '
449, authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL, Court of Appeals. .
Duluth), makes change$ tothe cost of Saturday, Nlay 18 Also, Al Brodie, Robert DeVries G
living adjustments for the Duluth Teach, Doyscher, Ruth Fitzmaurice,,]ack LaV~~~.
ers Retirement Fund Association and the Appointments approved by Senate Darby Nelson, John Rose, Joseph Sizer, C.
St. Paul Teachers RetirementFund Asso, Senators spent the morning of the Sat., Merle Anderson, Christine Susan .
dation. S.f. 822, authored by Merriam, May 18, floor session confirming a number Kneeland and Patricia Baker, members of
establishes criteria to determine respon, of noncontroversial appointments. They the Environmental Trust Fund Citizens"
sible parttes for cleanup of hazardous included: Elton Redalen; commissioner of Advisory Committee; Pat Davies, Robert
waste. the Dept. of Agriculture; Bert McKasy, Dunn,' Carolyn E. Engebretson and

Several conference committee reports commissioner of the Dept. of Commerce; Edward C. Oliver, members of the
came to the Senate for final concurrence E. Peter Gillette, commissioner of the Minnesota Environmental Quality 'Board;
and passage. H.P. 236, authored by Kelly, Dept. of Trade and Economic Develop, Russell W. Domino and Loni Kemp,
allows environmental testing on land ment; Wayne L. Dalke, commissioner of members of the Minnesota Pollution
prior to eminent domain proceedings. the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilita, Control Agency; Donald Ogaard, chair of
H.P. '633, authored by Sen. Bob Lessard tionBoard; Gene Mammenga,-commis"'--- -- the Board of Water-and Soil Resources;
(DFL,Int'l. Falls), regulates the use and sioner of the Dept. of Education; R. Jane Dottie M. Rietow, director of the Office of
'operation of pei~onalwatercraft. H.F. 809, Brown, commissioner of the Dept. of].obs Waste Management; Sally Howard,
sponsored by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL, and Training; Peter E. Obermeyer; Anthony Thomas, Sr. and Nicholas
Mankato), fixes various fees for providing commissioner of the Bureau of Mediation Zuber, members of the Gambling Control
county documents. H.P. 478, carried by Services; Krista Sanda, commissioner of Board; Michael Ehrlichmann, chair of the
Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL,Maplewood), the Dept. of Public Service; Delores J. Regional Transit Board; Doris Caranicas;
makes changes to election laws. S.F.800, Knaak, commissioner of the Public Terrance O'Toole, John Finley, Richard
,authored by Sen. Leonard Price(DFL,. Utilities Commission; Rodney Sando, Wedell and Sandra Hilary, members of
.Woodbury), revises regulations regarding commissioner of the Dept. of Natural Re, the Regipnal Transit Board; Mary
the transport of wild animals. S.P. 1027, sources; Charles W. Williams, commis, Anderson, chair ofthe Metropolitan
also authored by Price, establishes the sioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control Council; Kathleen Doar, judge of the Tax
Minnesota Adopt,a,Park Program. All of Agency; John Guriyou, commissioner of Court; Richard Helgeson and Lorraine
these bills received re'passage. the Dept. of Finance; Linda Barton, com, Mayasich, members of the Transportation

The Senate took up S.P. 338, authored missioner of the Dept. of Employee Regulation Board; and approximately
by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL,St.Paul). Relations; Linda Kohl, commissioner of 15,000 notaries public.
The bill relates to various public employee the State Planning Agency; Dana B. In other action, the conference commit,
pension plans. Included in the bill are Badgerow, commissioner of the Dept. of tee reports on the following measures were
provisions thatcontinue surviving spouse Administration; Dorothy McClung, adopted and granted repassage. S.P. 793,
benefits after remarriage and that modify commissioner of the Dept. of Revenue; authored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL, _
public pension actuarial reporting John PI. Riley, commissioner of the Dept. Ham Lake), establishes mmhmum levels of
requirements. Also bn Special Orders was of Transportation; and Bernard Melter,' mercury in batteries, and requires battery
H.P. 655, carried by Sen. Gary DeCramer commissioner of the Dept. of Veterans companies to institute a rechargeable
(DFL,Ghent). The bill states require, Affairs. battery pilot project, in which 95 percent
ments for size and equipment for road Senators also confirmed a number of of all reFhargeable batteries now going to ~

vehicles and trailers. An amendment was committee, council and board appoint' landfills will be recycled. S.F.880,
offered by DeCramer that modifies the 'ments. They included: Robert Worthing, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL,
Dimler amendment, a portion of statlite ton and Demetrius G. Jelatis, members of Mpls.), the "worthless check" bill, allows
that prohibits a speed violation that was the Minnesota Housing Finance Au, banks to impose a $4 service charge to
less than ten miles per hour over the listed thority; H. Theodore Grindal, Steven individuals other than the issuer of
speed limit from being recorded on a Watson, Jonelle Moore, Harry A. Sieben, worthless checks, allows a merchant who
driver's record., The DeCramer amend, Jr~ and.William Jones, membersof the accepts a worthless check to impose a $20
ment requires that such violations be, Board of the Minnesota Center for Arts service charge to the bad check offender,
recorded on the driver's record but cannot Education; William C. Ulland, Jerry and prohibits banks from charging law
be made ,known to insurance companies or Serfling and Corey R. Elmer, members of enforcement officials and prosecutors,
other similar parties. The amendment the State University Board; Ann M. who are involved in criminal investiga,
was adopted on a 25,21 vote. Also' Kruchten and Robert M. Bigwood, tions, for reproduced bank documents.
adopted was an amendment, offered by members of the State Board for Commu, H.F. 21, carried by Sen. Joe Bertram
DeCramer, that bans the use of radar nity Colleges; F.B. Daniel, Billeigh H. (DFL,Paynesville), requires new or
detection devices. An amendment, Riser and Robert L. Cahlander, members expanded infectious waste incinerators
offered by Morse, exempting vehicles used of the Stat~ Board of Technical Colleges; emitting less than 1000 Ibs. per hour to
for newspaper 'delivery from common Tom Martinson, member of the Min, obtain air emission permits, except for
carrier statutes was adopted. The body nesota Higher Education Facilities Au, facilities that are upgrading to meet pol,
adopted an ~mendment,offered by Sen. thority; Gary Mohrenweiser, member of lution cpntrol standards or for an incin'
Lyle Mehrkens (IR,Red Wing), that puts the State Board of Vocational Technical erator emitting less than 350 Ibs. that is
a moratorium on enforcement action Education; Verne E. Long and Robert D. planned to manage waste primarily by the
against irregular route common carriers on Decker, members of tl:ie Minnesota owner or operator of the incinerator. The.



bill also requires environmental impact
statements for n~w or expanded incinera~
tor facilities until new rules are adopted by .

'the Pollution Control Agency.H.F. 1549,
carried by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL~

Staples), is a r~solution memorializing the
President and Congress to take action to
alleviate the crisis in the Midwest dairy
industry. H.F. 53, carried by Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL~Glyndon), the semi~states

omnibus bill, appropriates $2.6 billion to
the Dept. of Transportation and other
state agencies.

Reichgott (DFL~NewHope), provides for
payment of a petitioner's filing fees by a
perpetrator and allows for a petitioner's
affidavit to be filed by a peace officer or
other designated party. The amendment
was adopted. Sen.'Gene Waldorf (DFL~St.
Paul) offered anamendment deleting a
provision allowing the-Dept. of Correc~
tions to adopt rules under which the
advisory council may request reconsidera~
tion of a Dept. of Correction's decision.
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-,St. Paul) sup~

ported the amendment, asserting that if
the Legislature allows these types of rules
to be adopted in th(s instance, other ad~

visory councils will want rules allowing for
thereconsideration of decisions in other
instances as ~ell. But the amendment

.~ failed on a 26~28 roll call vote.
H.F. 1129, authQred by Sen. Charles

Davis (DFL~Princeton), relates to agri~

cultllre. The bill regulates genetically
engineered plants, pesticides and fertilizers
and provides for reimbursement of release
of permit costs. S.F. 1433, authored by
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL~Duluth), relating to
self insurance, regulates custodial ac~
counts. A delete everything amendment,
basically consisting of the governor's
workers' compensation bill, was offered by
Sen. Jim Gustafson (lR~Duluth). But the
amendment was defeated by members on a
close 31~33 roll call vote. H.F. 540,
authored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL~

Mpls.), regulates the display of handgun
ammunition. Kroening said that, under
the measure, ammunition that is displayed
in ~ manner accessible to minors is a
misdemeanor. Kroening said the bill,
which'is a statewide measure, does not
apply to big game ammunition.

S.F. 1174, authored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL~Staples), sets a minimum water use
processingfee for water use permits issued
for irrigation. Morse offered an amend~

ment defining "'once~through" systems and
providing for a penalty for unpaid bal~

ances of once~throughsystem fees., Mem,'
bers adopted the amendment. H.E 1109,
authored by Gustafson, creates Advantage
Minnesota, Inc., a nonprofit public corpo~

. ration for the state of Minnesota. Gus~
rafson said it would be a marketing tool
for Minnesota tourism and economic
development. He said the corporation
will be funded by private sector dollars
matched by public dollars. H.F. 761, au~
thorod by Sen. John Hottinger (DFL~
Mankato), authorizes the State Board of
Technical Colleges to develop training
materials for people who provide services'

~ to developmentally disabled people.
Hottinger said the technical colleges have

The bill provides for replacement cost
insurance for personal' property and .,
modifies provisions for renter's insurance.
The bill was given final passage.

The Senate considered H.F. 299,
authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf(DFL~St.

Paul) on Special Orders. The bill relates
to local police and firefighter pensions,
certain surviving spouse and child
benefits, and actuarial practices. The bill
was passed without opposition.

The Senate also took up the confinna~

tion of Ralph Church as commissioner of
the Dept. of Labor and Industry. The

, appointment was confirmed on a 38~22

vote.

Environment omnibus bill
S.F. 1533, the'environment and natural

resources om:rribus spending bill, was
granted final passage during the late after~

noon portion of the Sat., May 18, floor
session. The bill, authored by Sen. Steven
Morse(DFL~Dakota),was considered after
being sent to conference committee for
comparison with the House File version.
Some sections highlighted by Morse
include provisions providing for the
reinstatement of the Board of Water and
Soil R~sources flood plain grant and for
the abandoned well inventory program,
and provisions authorizing funding of the
family farm advocates program and area
agriculture information centers. He also
pointed out a provision authorizing the
acceleration of air quality fees in the
Pollution Cob.trol Agency and provisions
providing for flood damage reductions and
interpretive parks funding in the Dept. of
Natural Resources. He added that the bill '
also provides for exotic species control.
Morse said the bill authorizes $16 million
in bonding for Legislative Commission on
Natural Resource (LCMR) recommended
programs, including the Reinvest in
Minnesota (RIM) Reserve and Critical'

, Habitat programs, and for state trail acqui~

sition and building rehabilitation.
Members granted final passagy to other

bills on the Special Orders Calendar. S.F.
526, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL~
Mpls.), amends laws relating to the inten~

sive community supervision program
within the Dept. of Corrections. H.F. 695,
also authored by Spear, relates to the Bat~

tered Women's Advisory CounciL The
bill chirifies the relationship between the
council and the Dept: of Corrections and
establishes a Sexual Assault Advisory
Council and a General Crime Victims.
Advisory Council. The bill also increases
the fees for violating a protection order.
An amendment, offered by Sen. Ember

Workers' comp bill approved
-In-the second part of sessionon Saf.~--­

May 18, the Senate toqk final action on
the conference committee report on the
worker's compensation legislation. H.F.
1422, carried by Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL~Sturgeon Lake) regulates workers'
compensation benefits and insurance and
establishes a permanent commission on
worker's compensation.' The bill takes
steps in bringing significant change to the
workers' compensation system, said
Chmielewski.

Among provisions highlighted by ,
Chmielewski are a, 12 percent reduction in
insurance rates, the creation of a commis~
sion to study workers compensation,
judicial reform that provides further access
to binding arbitration, the prohibition of
compensation above salary rates, and a
change in interest rate calculations. Also,
no state revenue is appropriated for the

•program.
Sen. Nancy Brataas (lR~Rochester),

said that the bill does not provide neces~

sary reform. The bill fails to eliminate
life~time benefits to those without perma~
nent disabilities, does not make it impos~
sible for a person to collect more than
their salary in benefits, and does not
decrease litigation, she said.

The bill was re~passed on a 41 ~23 vote.
Four other bill were passed as amended

by conference committees. H.F.922,
sponsored by Sen. Dennis Frederickson
(IR~New DIm), requires a person having
knowledge of a hunting accident t6
provide assistance. H.F. 326, carried by
Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL~Maplewood),

provides time off from work to vote in
primary elections. H.F. 126, sponsored by
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL~Brainerd),

designates the Pa,ql Bunyan Expressway.
H.F. 683, carrie8 by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL~Duluth), is the omnibus liquor bilL

The Senate also adopted the House
language on S.F.1128, authored by Sen.
William Luther (DFL~BrooklynPark).
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Morse (DFL~Dakota), and adopted by the
Senate, incorporates a bill, eliminating an
employer contribution to the TRA for, the
Community College and State University
employees who have changed to the In~

dividual Retirement Account Plan. H.F.
611, provides a refund to the designated
beneficiary of a deceased individual who
was covered under the Local Police and
Salaried Firefighters Relief Associations.
H.F. 1584, makes changes reflectingben~

efits, administration and investment
practices to the Publlc Employees Retire~

ment Plan.
Senators turned theirattenti;n to

repassing five additional measures after
concurring with House amendments. S.F.
1152, authorecLby_$en. Qary DeCramer_
(DFL~Ghent), requires limousine op~

erators to be licensed. S.F. 371, sponsored
by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL~Paynesville),

stipulates that sex offenders, whose
victims were minors, must register. their
addresses with police for up to 10 years
after being released from prison. S.F.774,
authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL~

Mpls.), a Dept. of Health housekeeping
bill, includes an appropriation of $300,000
to the Women and Infant and Children
Program. S.F. 652, authored by Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL~Duluth), allows for neighbor~

hood land trusts to provide for affordable
housing. S.F. 1284, authored by Sen. Earl
Renneke (IR~Le Sueur), changes the live~

stock market agency and dealer licensing
act. Members also adopted a conference
committee report an,d granted repassage to
the omn\bus tr;:l.llsportation bill. S.F. 598,
authored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL~

Glyndon), establishes a state transporta~

tion plan with an, emphasis on multimo~

dal, efficient and safe transportation.
Included in the bill is a provisionstipulat~

ing that Light Rail Transit (LRT) will be
funded solely through federal and county
funds. The measure establishes a board
made up of members from the Metropoli~

tan Transit Commission, the Dept. of
Transportation, the Regional Transit
Board, the Metropolitan Council, the
Regional Rail Authorities from the seven
cou'nty'Metro Area, and amember from
the county Regional RaiL Authority, to
implement LRT design and'construction.

Higher ed and health bills approved
During the mid~afternoonportion of

the Mon., May 20, floor session, members
acted on conference committee reports for
both the health and human services
omnibus bill and the higher education
funding bill.

Speaking on the conference committee
report on S.F. 1535, the higher education

Board of Electricity bill gains
In addition, to granting final passage-to

the tax bill early Monday afternoon,
Senators granted final passage to an ad~

ditional four measures on the Special
Orders Calendar. One of the four meas~

ures, which are carried by Sen. Gene
Waldorf (DFL~St. Paul), makes numerous,
changes to,the laws governing electricians
and the Board of Electricity. The meas~

ure, H.F. 871; also modifies the authority
of the complaint committee when
denying, suspending or licenses. H.F.
1035, makes administrative changes to the
Teachers Retirement Association (TRA).
An amendment, off~red by Sen. Steven

Monday, May 20
,t

Education funding bill passes
In the second part of the Mon., May 20,

session, the Senate took up the confer~

ence committee report on the education '
funding proposal. H.F. 700, carried by
Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL,Hibbing),
provides school aid and levy requirements
for education for pupils through secondary
education.

Much of the debate centered around
provisions that increase the number of
instructionaL days, provide funding for
teacher development, peer review and
outcome~basededucation efforts, and
establish charter schools. Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL~NewHope), said that
charter schools are important resources in
meeting the needs of learners who are not
being s~rved in more normal school set,
tings. The bill passed on a vote of 56~11.

Several other bills were passed as they
came out of conference committees. H.F.
20, sponsored by Sen. John Marty (DFL,
'Roseville), modifies the insurance claims

volunteered their services to meet provi~ review process. H.F. 1371, carried by Sen.
sions in the·bill, which has no ap~ Charles Berg (DFL~Chokio), extends the
propriation. H.F. 222, authored by Sen. right of first refusal on foreclosed land to
Gregory Dahl (DFL~HamLake), estab~ ten years. ~.F. 785, authored by Sen.
lishes a regional international trade Richard Cohen (DFL~St.Paul), extends
service center pilot project. Dahl said interstate banking reciprocity to Michigan
that, under the measure, six regional trade and Ohio. S.F. 525, authored by Sen.
centers-will be established and will work Allan Spear (DFL~Mpls.), is the omnibus
with other organizations, institutions and crime bill. H.F. 1042, carried by Sen. '
chambers to obtain funds on a grant basis. " Dennis Frederickson (IR~New Ulm),
Members adopted an amendment, offered changes the organization of the Dept. of
by Dahl, authorizing grant monies to be Trade and Economic Development. H.F.
used for the Red River Trade Center 1050, carried by Marty, requires notice to
project.' the Legislature for executive orders for

H.F. 322, authored by Sen. Gene' reorganization of state agencies. S.F.
Merriam (DFL~Coon Rapids), establishes 1295, author~d by Cohen, creates the
a central resource recovery facility for Ramsey County Local Services Study
state offices. Merriam said that 70 percent C()l1l.mission. S.F. 520, autl:1.()!"ed ,by Sen.
of the waste' ciirrently going from state _.- Randy Kelly (DFL~St. Paul), directs the

I offices to the Newport facility is recy~ Supreme Court tOlstudy the feasibility of
clable. He indicated that the bill rem, allowing specialized legal assistants to '
edies the current system's main problem of provide legal services. S.F. 765, authored
space. He added that the $315,000 appro, by Marty, provides specifications for
priation to the Dept. of Administration, handicapped parking signs. H.P. 317,
which oversees the operation, will be carried by Rdchgott, clarifies procedures
recovered through the sale of recyclables for child custody and support orders after
and through the elimination of landfilling marriage dissolution. H.F. 551, sponsored
costs. by Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL,Cass

Members also approved two bills on the Lake), extends the waiting period for
Calendar. S.F. 860, authored by Sen. Jane persons receiving a limited driver's license
Ranum (DFL,Mpls.), authorizes special after being convicted of DWI. H.F. 244,
service districts in Minneapolis to provide ' carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL,
parking facilities. H.F. 354, authored by 'Brooklyn Park), regulates traffic safety
Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL,Hibbing), regarding school buses. S.F. 931, authored
provides a deadline for a report by the by Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL~St. Louis
Legislative Task Force on Minerals. Park), requires counties to develop and

amend solid waste plans and plans related
to problem material manage~ent.
. The Senate rejected the conference

. t
commlttee report on S.F. 81, authored by
Sen. John Hottinger (bFL~Mankato).
The bill relates to town supervisors,
officers and employees. Several members
objected on the grounds that too much
was added to the bill in conference
committee. The bill was directed back to
conference committee.
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-
chance. A m~ratorium on new paddle,
wheels is instituted~as well. The amount
of real estate taxes allowed to be claimed

. as lawful puposeis raised to $15,000 a
year, up from $7200. Hard (reusable)
bingo cards cards can be used in organiza,
tions that make less than $150,000 a year
and the current reference in statute that
the Qrganization have paid employees is
stricken. Voluntary pulltab posting is
adopted in the new language, and the rent
limit for non,bingo facilities is raised to
$1000 per month.

.The bill includes a compromise on
license fees for gambling equipment with

. the fee schedule divided into four catego,
ries.

In addition, the measure appropriates
$1.2 million for compulsiVe gambling
treatment and programs, but there is no
increase in charitable gambling license
fees to pay for the increase. The bill also
includes a ban on the use of religious
symbols or themes in lottery advertising
and places a cap of 2.75 percent of gross
revenues to be used in lottery advertising.

Members also adopted sixteen confer,
ence committee reports during the
balance of the late afternoon and early
evening. S.F. 351, sponsored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller, .provides for admin,
istrative hearings for police disciplinary
actions throughout the state. The bill
strikes a balance between witness rights
and police rights, Pogemiller said, and has·
no impact on the current Minneapolis
Police Civilian Review board. S.F.. 181,
carried by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL,New
Brighton), makes numerous changes to
the law governing the Petrofund to .
prevent insurance companies from double
dipping. S.F. 559, carried by Sen. David
Frederickson (DFL,Murdoch), appropri,
ates funds to promote the use of ethanol
and requires the use and purchase of .
oxygenated fuels. H.F.' 977~ carried by
Sen. Steven Morse (DFL,Dakota), sets

. forth who must prevent, prepare for, and
respond to worst case discharges of oil and
hazardous s.ubstances. H.F. 958, authored
by Berg, provides for the promotion of
aquaculture development. S.P. 804,
carried by William Luther (DFL,Brooklyn
Park), specifies regulations rdating to
health insurance coverage for persons
taken into custody by county officials.
S.F. 783, sponsored by Dahl, clarifies
procedure relating to the handling of in,
fectious waste, and transfers duties from
the Pollution Contol Agency to the Dept.
of Health. S.F. 719, authored by Samuel,
son, changes requirements in the Minne,
sota Family Investment Plan. .

millior'!. in bonds to build the bases, grants
, Northwest ta.'{ credits and sales tax breaks

for building the bases, and allows the
Metropolitan Airports Commission
(MAC) to strike a seperate $390 million
deal with the company for expansion
capital.

Sen. Duane Benson (IR,Lanesboro)
offered an amendment to remove all
provisions relating to the MAC and its
bonding authority from the bill. Benson
said he was worried about the state grant'
ing so much lending authority to the
commission. The airlines industry is very
volatileand were Northwest to go under,
the state would be stuck with paying off

- -- tne~bohds, Benson said.-Bill author Sam-
Solon (DFL,Duluth) told members that
Northwest is the state's largest employer
and has never been healthier: "Let's not
forget that this bill only gives the go
ahead to start discussions, these negotia,
tions are not going to happen over a cup
of coffee," Solon said. The final bonding
package will not be authorized until after
review by an 18,member legislative
commission and gubernatorial approval.
The Benson amendment was defeated 37,
29.
. Under the measure, the state may sell

up to $350 million in revenue bonds for
construction of the bases, with Northwest
paying off the bonds through lease pay'
ments on facilities. Construction materi,
als purchased to build the bases are
exempt from sales taxes, and the company
receives a $5000,per,new,employee tax •

. credit. Id addition, the bill authorizes the
.MAC to sell another $390 million in
bonds for the purpose of refinancing
Northwest's leases in oi-der to provide cash
for new routes and equipment. The bill
also contains language which requires
Northwest to keep its corporate headquar,
ters in Minnesota for the duration of the
proposed maintenance ba~e lease. The
bill does not require that Northwest build
the airbus bases in greater Minnesota but.
includes some incentives toward that end.

.The conference· committee report on
S.F. 506, the omnibus gambling blll,
authored by Sen.-Charles Berg (DFL,
Chokio), was approved ona 53,11 vote.
The measure authorizes the state Racing
Commission to license two off,track
betting sites before Jan. 1 next year and
two more sites after that. One of those
licensed this· year must be located in the
Metro Area. The facilities are required to
comply with local zoning ordinances.

The bill also includes a number of
charitable gambling provisions. The
measure bans the use of video games of

funding bill, Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL,
Thief River Falls) said tuition rate hikes
were reduced and financial aid levels
improved. The $1.9 billion bill, authored
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL,Coon
Rapids), also provides for. a merger of the
state, technical and community college
systems by 1995. The bill passed on a 37,
30 roll call vote.

Members also ~cted favorably on H.F.
719, the human services omnibus bill.
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL,Brainerd),
highlighted some provisions in the $3.7'
billion me~sure, authored by Merriam. He
said total spending in the bill is one
percent over current law. He added that
two state agenCies, the Dept. of Human
Rights and the Dept. of Housing and
Finance,'were added this year. He pointed
to the Work Readiness and General Assis,
tance programs as having sustained
reductions, but he added that the·bill
provides for the implementation of the
Minnesota Family Investment plan. He
said funding for health care and nursing
home· care programs is restored.

The measure repeals a sunset on the
Dislocated Workers' Program and extends
the tax supporting the program to all
employers of the state. The bill also
embraces the federal definition of a dislo,
cated worker, which includes housewives
and farmers. Sen. Nancy Brataas OR,
Rochester) opposed the new definition,
arguing that social ills are not the respon,
sibility of Minnesota employers. She said
the program is desighed to help retrain
and educate workers who are unemployed
asa result of a plant layoff and cannot
find jobs in their line of work. Sen. Pat
Piper (DFL,Austin) disagreed, maintain,
ing that many wives who now find
themselves stranded have been in hus,
band/wife relationships that can be de,
fined aspartnerships. The bill was passed
on.a 55,7 roll call vote.

In other action, Senators repassed S.F.
208, authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens OR,
Red Wing). The bill, which was sent to
conference committee, allows automobile
dealers to register dealer plates every
seven years.

Airbus bill approved
During the early evening hours of the

Mon., May 20, session, the Senate gave
final passage to S.F. 1655, the Northwest
Airlines airbus bill. The bill enables the
state to make 10ans to Northwest so the

.carrier can build two maintenance bases
forits new fleet of Airbus jetliners. The
Rill authorizes the state to sell up to $350
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water counties. H.P. 202, sponsored by
Florian Chmielewski (DFL,Sturgeon
Lake), defines the word "employee" and'
clarifies leave of absence without pay for
the purpose of the Public-Employees Labor
Relations Act. S.F. 1112, authored by
Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL,North Branch),
provides incentives for the use of renew,
able energy sources and wind energy
conversion systems. S.P. 1224, carried by
Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL,Sr. Paul), make
changes in state unclassified employee
retirement plan participation.

The conference committee report on
the omnibus data practices bill was also
approved. H.P. 69~. sponsored by Sen.
Jane Ranum (DFL,Mpls.), provides for the
classification-of government data. The
elections conference committee report
was adopted. The measure, H.F. 137,
sponsor Luther explained, was weakened
in conference. The rules of election
withdrawal no longer apply to all elective
offices in the state, only constitutional
offices. The Senate language specifying
that the next greatest vote getter would be
the stand,in candidate in case of with,
drawal was also eliminated. Under the
approved measure, the political party will
choose a stand,in candidate. H.P. 1142,
also authored by Luther, directs the
Supreme Court to adopt rules regarding
alternative dispute resolutions. H.P. 930,
sponsored by Sen. JohnBernhagen (IR,
Hutchinson), restructures and changes the
name of the Greater Minnesota 'Corpora,
tion to Minnesoat T echnoligies, Inc..
H.P. 459, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam '(DFL,Coon Rapids), makes
changes in administrative forfeiture laws
relating to drug crimes. H.F. 143, carried
by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL,Brainerd),
makes technical changes relating to the
Veterans nursing homes in Minneapolis
and Hastings. H.P. 12, the insurance
insolvency bill, authored by Luther;
provides for increased regulation of
insurance companies. S.P. 906, carried by
Sen. Dean Johnson (IR,Willmar), grants
special ribbons to Minnesota reservists '
who served in the Persian Gulf War. .

, J
One conference committee report, H.P.

887, the hunting bili sponsored by Berg,
failed to gain final approval. The,bill
allows a two,deer limit for hunters and
permits the hunting of the red fox in
certain areas of the state. The bill failed
on a32,31vote.

The Senate .also granted concurrence to
seven house,amended bills. S.F. 1466,
sponsored by Pat Piper (DFL,Austin),
requires that the Pollution Control
Agency institute a recapture and recycle
program for chloroflourocarbons (CFC's)
and provides for low income energy
assistance. H.F.218, authored by Sen.
Gregory Dahl (DFL,Ham Lake), requires
that housing contractors be licensed by
the state. A compromise with the House
involves a $2,500 limit on jobs done by
unlicensed contractors. S.F. 621, also
authored by Dahl, makes minor changes
in the laws governing the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources.
S.P. 505, authored by Sen. Gary Laidig
(IR,Stillwa.ter) allows the sale of tax
forfeited land in Washington and Clear,

The measure was repassed 63,3.
A number of other conference commit,

tee reports were adopted and the bills
subsequently repassed. S.P. 707, authored­
by Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR,Duluth),
provides for exemptions from boiler and
pressure vessel inspection requirements.
H.P. 702, sponsored by Sen. Dallas Sams
(DFL,Staples), provides for an agricultural
bond program to help agricultural husi,
nesses and beginning farmers. H.P. 303,
carried by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL,
COOn Rapids), makes several changes to
the waste management laws. The

State departments, wetlands okayed compromise bill provides fOf a suspension
A flurry of conference committee of the landfill siting process in the

reports, concurrenceand. repassages and _' _MetJ."Qpolitan Area. Under thefll~asure
final passage of bills marked the final places a moratorium on the siting process
hours of the legislative session. Among and repeals the siting process altogether
the conference committee reports that Aug. 1, 1992. However, the Metro
were approved and repassed were the state counties must work the Metropolitan
departments omnibus bill and the wet, Council to come up with a new plan for
lands bill. According to Carl Kroening siting landfills. The repeal of the siting
(DFL,Mpls.), the state departments, process will take effect if the legislature
omnibus bill appropriates $777 million for determines the new plan will be effective.
the general' operations of state govern, The measure also raises the recycling goals
ment, the legislative branch, the judiciary from 30 to 45 percent in the Metro Area-
and the constitutional offices. The and from 25' to 30 percent for Greater
compromise bill applies a one percent Minnesota.
reduction to the base budgets of the The conference committee report on

,agencies covered in the bill. The measure S.F. 1179, authored by Sen. Lawrence
provides for a commission to study ways to Pogemiller (DFL,Mpls.), the public
decrease 'spending but does not name the finance bill, was returned to the Senate
commission. In addition, the measure with a provision requiring the Dept. of
continues the 8th Judicial District pilot Finance to prepare a debt capacity forecast
,project, provides a small increase for the covering state indebtedness including
Trial Court Infofmation System and pro, bonds, loans, grant obligations and c:wital
vides $1..2 million for the public defense leasesJH.F. 606, sponsored by Sen. Terry
system. The measure also eliminates the Johnston (IR,Prior Lake), is a Dept. of
State Planning Agency as a state agency Transportation omnibus housekeeping bill
and transfers most of the ongoing func, and authorizes the department to cancel
tions to other agencies. In place of the uncollectable debts. A provision that was
State Planning Agency, the billestab, in the Senate bill providing for the
lishes an Office of Strategic and Long, Bloomington Ferry Bridge was deleted in
Range Planning. The measure also the conference committee'report. H.P.
restores a $2.1 million appropriation for 833, sponsored by Pogemiller, the annual
publicbroadcasting television and radio. bonding allocation bill, regulates tax
Finally, new monies were provided for th~ exempt revenue bonds.H.P. 694, spon:...
Statewide Telecommunications Access sored by'Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL,
and Routing System, located within the Bloomington), is the e~vironmental
Dept. ofAdministiation. The conference enforcement bill and authorizes the

, committee report was approved and the issuance of citations for illegal waste
bill was repassed on a 49,17 roll call vote. disposal. S.P. 720, authored bySen. James

H.P. 1, the wetlands preservation, Metzen (DFL,South St. Paul), is the
enhancement and establishment bill was omnibus housing bill and p~ovides for
also repassed in the final minutes of the housing programs for low and moderate
session. According to chief author, Sen. income individuals.
Charles Davis (DFL,Princeton), the S.P. 1300, authored by Sen. Tracy
conference committee accepted virtually Beckman (DFL,Tracy), exempts some
all of the Senate policy language on types of garbage from requirements for
wetlands. Under the measure, about $15 feeding to livestock and poultry. H.P.
million is provided for easements and 222, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl
compensation for w~tlands and another (DFL,Ham Lake), establishes inteina'
$2 million is provided for administration. tional trade zones within the state for
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Branches of government
Govern~ent at the state and federal

levels consists of three principal branches:
the legislative, the executive and the
judicial. The legislative branch is

I

economic development purposes. H.F. responsible for the enactment and
1'83, sponsored 'by Sen. Steven Morse. ' revision of laws. The United States
(DFL,Dakota), makes several changes to Congress forms the laws at the national
the laws governing well drilling and well level and the Minnesota Legislature is the
sealing. S.F.764, also authored by Dahl,. lawmaking body at the state level. Both
requires amusement park rides to he~' Congress a0-d the Minnesota Legislature
insured and specifies that the insurance;' .:':;, cbfisi5~©i t¥m~bodies: the Senate and the
companies must inspect the rides. .' House of Rep~esentatives.. This two body

The Senate also acted to suspend' the .... _.' system is 'referred to as a bicameral system.
rules in order to grant final passage to . The executive branch administers
three additional bills. H.F. 5"78, sponsored and .executes th.e laws passed by the.
by Metzen, transfers assessment-r'eview . '. ,·)egisl~~iye·b~anch. The President of the
duties to the Dakota C9unty Board and United States is the chief executive at the
consolidates some Dako'ta County offices. federal level, and the governor serves as
H.F. 635, carried by Sen:. William Luther the state's chief executive. They ar~a~ded
(DFL,Brooklyn P~rk), is a campaignbyth~--officials appointed to head the
spending bill that does not include the various agencies and departments and by
more controversial provisions that were in the other officials elected to the executive
the Senate language. The measure limits branch. For .example, the gov~rnor is
spending for gubernatorial campaigns to assisted by the lieutenant governor,
$20,000, rather than the current $60,000 secretary of state, state treasurer, state
and allow a voter's' year of birth to be on auditor and the attorney general.

. the registration lists. S.P. 1562, sponsored The judicial branch enforces the
by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL,Mpls.), is the laws and insures that interpretations of
revisor's bill and contains corrections to the law are in defense of the U.S. and
bills passed by the Legislature within the state constitutions. The federal and state
past few days. court systems compose the judicial

branch.
The responsibilities of each branch

of government differ, and no branch of
government is given power over another.
This system of "checks and balances"
assures that no single groups can dominate

• the workings of government.
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Information Office services
profiled .

The Senate Information Office and the
Office of the Secretary of the Senate are
located in Room 231 of the Capitol.
These offices distribute all public materi,
als and handle inquiries about Senate
committee meetings, Senate districts,
Senate telephone numbers, bill reference
numbers and status, and bill sponsorship.
Interested citizens may also request copies
of bills or ask to be put on the mailing list
for Senate publications. If you want to

. know the name of your Senator or have
any other questions concerning the Min'
nesota Senate, call 296,0504. Senate staff
members are available to answer general
questions about the Senate and the

. legislative process.

Senate phone numbers

For copies ofbills (voice mail) 296,2343
.For index and information 296,0504
For committee schedules 296,8088
For TDD .296,0250
For TV comment, 296,0264
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