











suspension of dairy licenses. After considerable discussion the bill
failed to gain the panel’s approval on a 5-5 roll call vote.

The panel did approve two bills sponsored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park). S.F. 2033 defines the duties and terms
of office of the members of the World Trade Center Board and
changes the term “executive director” to “president.” S.F. 1946,
transfers the authority to set salary ranges for court administrators
to the Minnesota Supreme Court and specifies that the top salary
limit be set at 95 percent of the salary of the district court judge.

PUC ethics bill advances

A bill defining and clarifying ethics for commissioners and
employees of the Public Utilities Commission was approved at the
Wed., Feb. 26, meeting of the committee. The measure, S.F. 1869,
authored by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), specifies that one
commissioner must be from outside the seven county
metropolitan area, that the governor select one commissioner to
serve as the chair of the commission and that the term of chair be
concurrent with that of the governor. In addition, the bill clarifies
conflict of interest provisions by prohibiting a commissioner from
accepting employment for one year with a utility regulated by the
commission. The bill also contains provisions relating to financial
disclosure and to the reporting of discussions of prospective
employment with a regulated utility.

Committee members also approved S.F. 1850, the bill regulating
fees for state agency services. The measure, sponsored by Sen.
Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), provides that agency fees and fee
adjustments are not to exceed amounts set by statute. Further, in
those cases where fees are not set by statute, the fees are to be
established or adjusted to recover the portion of the agency’s cost
of providing the service that is of primary benefit to the person
paying the fee.

In other action, the panel voted to reconsider the vote whereby
the Milk Stabilization Board bill was defeated. The bill, S.F. 1595, is
thus back before the committee and may be voted upon again.
Finally, panel members began discussion on the Metropolitan
Governance bill, S.F. 1913. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), clarifies the role of the
Metropolitan Council and the roles of the various metropolitan
commissions. The bill was laid over for further discussion because
of time constraints.

Health and Human Services
Child support bills considered

Three bills clarifying the determination of child support under
the child support guidelines were discussed, amended and
approved by members of the Health and Human Services
Committee at the Thurs., Feb. 20, hearing. language from S.F.
1999, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), was
incorporated into another bill, S.F. 1683, authored by Committee
Chair Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). As originally presented to the
committee, S.F. 1685 clarified that in the determination of support
under the child support guidelines an obligor’s new spouse’s
income is not to be included in the calculation of the obligor’s net
income and that the court could order an amount for support
above the guidelines if the parties agreed. S.F. 1999 contained
language broadening the alternatives to dispute resolution and
provisions requiring notice be given to the non-custodial parent of
the parent’s right to information about the child. After
incorporation of S.F. 1999 into S.F. 1685, both authors agreed that
Reichgott would assume chief authorship of S.F. 1685. The bill was
then approved and re-referred to the Judiciary Committee. The
third measure dealing with the child support issue, S.F. 1732,
authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), also
contained language clarifying the determination of support and
provided for a rebuttable presumption of joint custody
determinations. The bill was also approved and re-referred to the

Judiciary Committee.

Three additional bills were acted upon by the commiittee. S.F.
1868, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
establishes demonstration projects to centralize the application for
all food assistance programs and to promote the full participation
in those programs by eligible persons. The measure was approved
and re-referred to the Finance Committee. S.F. 1817, sponsored by
Berglin, authorizes the adoption of an assigned risk insurance plan
for licensed day care providers. The bill was approved and re-
referred to Judiciary. S.F. 1814, also sponsored by Berglin, modifies
the preadmission screening program and establishes the
requirements for medical assistance rate appeals procedures for
intermediate care facilities. In addition, committee members
adopted an amendment to create a task force on long term health
care planning. The bill was approved and re-referred by the
Finance Committee.

Child care information bill approved

A statewide network of child care resource programs and
referral services would be established under S.F. 1196 authored by
Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) The bill was approved by the
committee, chaired by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), at the Fri.,
Feb. 21, meeting,

Parents would be provided with information on community

child care resources while providers of child care programs could -

receive technical aid, staff development assistance and referrals.
Federal government funds would cover 75 percent of the cost and
the state would finance the remainder.

Another bill approved by the committee, S.F. 1707, would
establish an information center for caregivers of the mentally
impaired. The bill, authored by Berglin, would require the
Community Health Services Plan to include an evaluation of
services available to the brain-impaired. In addition, it would
provide a continuation of the task force study on the needs of the
brain-impaired.

Sen. AW. “Bill” Diessner (DFL-Afton) proposed S.F. 1931 which
would modify minimum wage requirements for mentally or
physically handicapped people participating in state facilities’ work
programs. Exemption from the minimum wage requirement
would allow a greater number of clients to participate in the
programs.

The committee approved S.F. 1810, authored by Berglin, which -
would reduce late filing penalties for recipients of aid to families
with dependent children.

S.F. 1775, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), would
expand the authority of the ombudsman of the Department of
Corrections to include the Department of Human Services. S.F.
1774, also sponsored by Peterson, was laid over for further
discussion. The bill would clarify the statutes authorizing the
Departments of Health and of Human Services to impose fines on
hospitals that fail to meet state standards of licensure.

The committee began testimony on S.F. 1924, sponsored by
Berglin, which would require the commissioners of health and of
human services to develop school-based health clinics for
adolescents.

CSSA modifications approved.

Four additional bills were also acted upon favorably by the
committee during the Tues., Feb. 25 hearing. S.F. 1965, sponsored
by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), clarifies the allocation of
funds and expands the responsibilities of county boards under the
Community Social Services Act. Hennepin County Commissioner
Mark Andrew testified in favor of the bill remarking that the bill
was a rare instance of cooperation of all parties involved.

S.F. 1884, authored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul),
requires owners of residential rental premises to provide each
tenant with written notification prior to the use of any pesticide in
the tenant’s unit. S.F. 1965, sponsored by Sen. Don Samuelson




(DFL-Brainerd), clarifies the allocation of funds and expands the
responsibilities of county boards under the Community Social
Services Act. S.F. 1980, authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-
Wyoming), provides that benefits from other programs must be
exhausted before the payment of adoption subsidies by the
Depart. of Human Services. S.F. 2047, carried by Sen. Eric Petty
(DFL-Mpls.), removes the limitation on negotiated rate payments
for adult foster care arrangements. Finally, the panel began
discussion of a bill, S.F. 2155, authored by Berglin, establishing
computer systems for human services programs to aid in the
determination and recovery of overpayments.

- Committee approves three bills

The committee approved three bills and continued discussion
on a fourth at its Wed., Feb. 26, meeting.

S.F. 1774 would modify the powers of the commissioner of
health and the commissioner of human services to inspect and
fine facilities licensed by the two departments. The bill, authored
by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), was approved.

Sen. Don Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park) sponsored a bill, S.F.
1403, which would exempt certain non-profit nursing homes from
taxation. )

Chair of the committee, Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
proposed S.F. 1878 which would change statutes governing
eligibility for medical assistance programs and strengthen the
state’s ability to obtain estate and health insurance information
about recipients. It would also increase the state’s power to
" recover money from the estates of former clients. Many of the
changes provided for in the bill are necessary to bring state laws
into conformance with federal regulation.

Finally, the committee continued discussing S.F. 2155,
sponsored by Beglin, provides for further departmental
computerization in order to aid in the recovery of overpayments to
both medical assistance recipients and providers. Discussion on
the bill will continue at a future meeting.

Judiciary
Legal aid for farmers okayed

A bill establishing a legal assistance program for family farmers
was one of eight bills approved at the Fri.,, Feb. 21, meeting of the
Judiciary Committee. Under the measure, S.F. 1672, authored by
Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), funds are appropriated to the
Supreme Court to contract with not-for-profit organizations for
legal assistance to farmers. Further, the bill details eligibility
requirements for farmers by specifying that the individual must be
a resident of the state who is a farmer, or a member of a family
farm corporation, representing a farm business that has a debt to
asset ratio greater than 40 percent, who earned less than $20,000 in
taxable income and is unable to afford legal assistance. The
measure further specifies the kinds of services the legal assistance
program is to provide. The bill was approved and re-referred to
the Finance Committee.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.)
approved an additional seven bills. S.F. 1934, authored by Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), provides that a surviving spouse benefit
may be awarded to certain former spouses. Under the bill, if a
current or former public employee’s marriage is dissolved before
the employee retires, the court may order the employee to provide
a surviving spouse benefit, upon retirement, in addition to any
other pension rights the court might award. The bill would apply
to public employees and would apply to marriage dissolution
commenced on or after the effective date.

S.F. 1897, authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming),
allows 20 days, rather than 10 days, for an individual to remove a
conciliation court case to the county court and allows an
individual seeking removal to make service on the opposing party
by mail. S.F. 1930, sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-

Brooklyn Park), reenacts various time periods repealed last session
relating to the cancellation of contracts for deed depending on
when the contract was executed. S.F. 2016, authored by Sen. Eric
Petty (DFL-Mpls.), deletes language enacted last session dealing
with the definition of a “trade secret.”

S.F. 1942, sponsored by Spear, establishes a standard for best
interest of a ward or conservatee in guardianship or
conservatorship proceedings and requires findings by the court
regarding best interests. S.F. 1730, also sponsored by Spear,
modifies the circumstances justifying the detention of shoplifting
suspects to allow a merchant or merchant’s employee to detairi a
person, for no more than one hour, in order to require the person
to provide identification or to verify identification, to inquire if the
person possesses unpurchased merchandise and to recover the
merchandise, to inform a peace officer or to institute criminal
proceedings. The person may be detained for more than one hour
if the merchant or employee is waiting to surrender the person to
a police officer or, if the person is a minor, the merchant or
employee is waiting to surrender the person to a peace officer or
the parent or guardian. S.F. 1923, authored by Spear, repeals the
crime of “criminal syndicalism™ which is defined as “the doctrine
which advocates crime, maliciaous damage or injury to the
property of an employer, violence, or other unlawful methods of
terrorism as a means of accomplishing industrial or political ends.”

Equal access to justice act approved

A bill allowing small businesses to recover court and
adiminstrative hearing costs in civil suits and contested case
proceedings against the state, if the business prevails was
approved by the panel at the Mon., Feb. 24, hearing. The bill is
designed, according to chief author Sen. Gerald Willet (DFI-Park
Rapids), to provide recourse to small businesses which win cases
against the state. In addition, Willet indicated that the measure also
was intended to afford protection for the states environmental and
conservation laws by assuring small businesses that they will be
compensated for fees and expenses if they win court cases against
the state. Most cases involving small businesses do involve the
state’s environmental laws, said Willet.

Committee members also endorsed several measures that had
been thoroughly examined by the Privacy Subcommittee. S.F.
1755, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), provides for
the classification of human rights mediation data and details the
provisions regarding access to human rights mediation data. S.F.
2039, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) expands the
powers of the attorney general to obtain information and to
investigate and prosecute for fraud in the medial assistance
program. S.F. 1961, authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-
Wyoming), is the Omnibus Date Practices Act for this session and
makes a number of changes in the statutes dealing with data
privacy.

Seven additional bills were approved by the committee. S.F.
1914, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), allows violations
involving theft of services to be aggregated for purposes of
criminal prosecution. S.F. 1974, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), provides for the exclusion of the homestead
from the augmented estate and the inclusion of certain insurance
benefits in the augmented estate for purposes of computing the
value of an estate in intestate sucession cases. S.F. 1975, authored
by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), modifies venue in
actions to recover possession of personal property by eliminating a
phrase permitting venue to be in the county in which the claimant
resides and specifying that venue is in the county in which the
property is located. »

S.F. 2017, authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson, provides for
rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of
persons committing hazardous waste violations. S.F. 2087, also
sponsored by Peterson, clarifies the jurisdiction for prosecution for
certain offenses. S.F. 2019, authored by Reichgott, specifies that it




is an unfair discriminatory practice to discriminate in the extension
of personal or commerical credit, or in the requirements of
obtaining credit because of sex or marital status. S.F. 2094,
authored by Petty, provides for the succession of fiduciary capacity
in mergers and consolidations of nonprofit corporations and
provides for separate entities to hold church employee benefit
plans. The latter bill is necessary in order to facilitate the proposed
merger actions of the Lutheran Church.

Child support measures debated

Committee members met until the wee hours, Tues., Feb. 25, in
order to hear testimony on two measures dealing with child
support. S.F. 1685, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope), broadens alternatives to dispute resolution and provides
that the court order custody in accordance with the agreement of
the parties, if an agreement has been reached unless it makes
findings of fact that to do so would not be in the best interest of
the child. In addition, the bill specifies the rights of the parties and
requires that the non-custodial parent be informed of significant
occurances in the child's life. The measure also clarifies language
dealing with departures above and below the child support
guidelines of factors to take into consideration when setting
support payment amounts, establishes procedures for terminating
income withholding orders in cases where the obligation for
support ends, and clarifies that the court is to consider the
financial circumstances of each party, rather than each party’s
spouse, in determining modifications of support orders.

S.F. 1732, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
establishes a rebuttable presumption that joint legal custody is in
the best interest of the child. In addition, the bill requires
mandatory mediation in any contested custody case. According to
Merriam, the bill would ease the adversarial conditions that are
often present in marriage dissolution proceedings. In addition, the
bill also provides that the mediator would have the authority to
exclude counsel from participation and could make
recommendations to the court as to the custody of the child.
Finally, the bill also contains language clarifying deviations from
the child support guidelines and clarifying that new spouse’s
income is not to be considered in modification of support orders.

Both bills received extensive testimony, but because of the
lateness of the hour, both measures were laid over in order to
allow time to draft amendments.

Earlier, the committee granted approval to two bills. S.F. 1721,
authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), deals with health and
dental coverage inclusion as child support. The bill requirés that
unless an obligee has health and dental group insurance available
at a less expensive rate, the court shall order the obligor to name
the child as a beneficiary on any health and dental plan that is
available to the obligor on a group basis. Further, the bill
establishes an enforcement mechanism, provides for employers
withholding under certain conditions and modifies provisions
dealing with priority in cases where more than one withholding
order is in effect.

S.F. 2102, authored by Sen. Eric Petty, (DFL-Mpls.), provides for
the appointment for guardians ad litem in child custody
proceedings. The measure requires the appointment in
proceedings in which custody or visitation of a child is an issue, if
the court has reason to believe that the child is a victim of physical
or sexual abuse or neglect perpetrated by a party to the
proceedings. Further, the bill directs the guardian ad litem to
represent the interests of the child and advise the court with
respect to custody, support and visitation.

Insurance bills discussed

The crisis in the affordability and availability of liability
insurance was the focal point of discussion at two meetings of the
Judiciary Committee. The panel devoted the entire Wed., Feb. 26

hearing and the first meeting Thurs., Feb. 27, to explanations and
testimony on several bills dealing with the issue. S.F. 1593,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), makes
numerous changes to the tort liability statutes and creates the
Minnesota Joint Underwriting Association to provide insurance to
persons unable to obtain professional liability insurance because
of lack of competition in the marketplace or excessive premium
rates. S.F. 1670, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.) makes
numerous changes in medical malpractice insurance laws. S.F.
1687, sponsored by Sen. Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby), dealing with
general tort liability limits the amount of damages that may be
recovered for noneconomic losses such as emotional distress, to
$250,000 in civil cases, provides that punitive damages may not be
recovered in civil actions, limits the amount an attorney may
collect as a contingency fee, and eliminates joint liability in cases
involving more than one defendent.

S.F. 1727, also sponsored by Luther, provides immunity to
municipalities for claims that occur as a result of the use of parks
and recreations areas and limits the liability of a municipality to
that which would entitle a trespasser to damages against a private
person. S.F. 1817, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
authorizes the commissioner of commerce to adopt an assigned
risk plan for licensed day care providers, provides for the
regulation of the plan and provides for state indemnification of
foster parents.

Action on all five bills was scheduled to be completed at the
second meeting of the committee Thurs., Feb. 27.

Local and Urban Governments

Proposed Mega-mall site bill advances

Bloomington's 86-acre proposed mega-mall site would
be exempt from the fiscal disparities pool, under S.F. 1968,
which sponsor Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield) presented to the
committee Tues., Feb. 25. With the exemption, Bloomington plans
to spend up to $60 million of additional revenue for highway
improvements near the site necessary to make it suitable for
development. The taxes would normally go into a statewide tax-
sharing pool for highway improvements.

The bill would allow Bloomington to impose a one percent
retail sales tax on the former Metropolitan Stadium site and
increase citywide liquor and lodging taxes up to five percent. The
funds would be used to finance improvements necessary to attract
developers to the site.

The bill was approved and re-referred to the Taxes and Tax laws
Committee.

The commiittee, chaired by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan),
approved 10 other bills during its morming and evening meetings
Tues., Feb. 25. . }

S.F. 1797 (Adkins) authorizes towns to provide household
waste disposal services and to enter into contracts with other
governmental entities to sell or dispose of equipment or property.

S.F. 2090 (Adkins) removes restrictions from county
commissioners holding an appointed office or having interest in
contracts made by the county board. The bill also authorizes
counties to make advance payments for certain services and to
initiate a referendum to consolidate the county auditor and
treasurer oftices. The bill also provides exemptions from the Data
Privacy Act for county software programs. .

S.F. 1767 (C.C. Peterson) authorizes Becker, Grant, Hubbard,
Otter Tail, Stevens, Todd, Traverse, Wadena, and Wilkin counties to
enter into a joint powers agreement to dispose of solid waste.

S.F. 1922 (Bernhagen) authorizes Litchfield’s municipal power
ageney to use excess utility funds to provide low-interest loans to
public or private entities. The measure is directed toward aiding
the city’s efforts to help Litchfield Precision Components rebuild
and remain in the city afier a disastrous fire.

S.F. 1860 (Bertram) authorizes the county board to designate a




department head other than the clerk of district court as the
county registrar of vital statistics.

S.F. 1847 (Pogemiller) provides a method of determining
compliance with the volume cap limitations of proposed federal
tax law. The measure was approved and re-referred to Taxes and
Tax laws Committee.

S.F. 2011 (Wegscheid) requires the Dept. of Energy and
Economic Development to refund a $60,000 industrial
development bond allocation deposit to Hastings.

S.F. 1701 (Wegscheid) authorizes towns to accept money or
assistance in maintaining or establishing cemeteries.

S.F. 1936 (Kamrath) provides tort liability immunity to
municipalities in some instances, prohibits the award of punitive
damages in civil actions, limits the amount of damages that can be
collected in civil actions and provides other tort reform measures.
The bill was approved and re-referred to the Judiciary Committee.

S.F. 1940 (Dicklich) regulates the payment of severance pay to
local government employees. The bill was approved.

Public works reserve bills gain

Two measures providing for the establishment of public works
reserve funds were approved and forwarded on to the Committee
on Taxes and Tax Laws at the first meeting of the Local and Urban
Government Committee Thurs., Feb. 27. The panel approved S.F.
1984, authored by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), authorizing
counties to establish the funds for specific future capital
improvements. S.F.1956, authored by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-
Plymouth), authorizes cities to establish the funds for future
capital improvements and specifies that the use of the fund be in
conformance with the city’s comprehensive plan or capital
improvement program, .

In addition, the panel approved S.F. 1725, authored by Moe,
providing for the establishment of a Port Authority for the city of
East Grand Forks, and S.F. 1998, also sponsored by Moe,
authorizing the city of McIntosh to issue bonds in order to build a
fire hall-police station-library complex. Both bills were re-referred
to the Tax Committee.

A measure, S.F. 1966, authorizing the city of St. Cloud to impose
sales taxes of up to one percent on restaurant food sales and on-
sale liquor sales, as well as a lodging tax, for the construction,
operation and maintenance of a convention center complex also
gained committee approval. The bill, sponsored by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud) was then forwarded to the Tax Committee.

Two bills sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove) were
also approved. S.F. 1955 provides for the notice of special
assessments and provides a procedure for appeal by affected
persons. S.F. 1994 authorizes the city of Medina to enter into

agreement with a public utility in order to construct a natural gas
pipeline.

Public Utilities and State
Regulated Industries
Bill clarifies gambling laws

A bill making several changes to the state's charitable gambling
laws earned committee support Tues., Feb. 25, but members
removed a controversial provision that would have disallowed
charitable gambling in bars

Under current law, non-profit organizations can conduct games-
of-chance in bars if the local unit of government allows it. The bill,
S.F. 2026, sponsored by Chairman Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul),
removed that provision, but permitted clubs selling liquor to
conduct gambling. Representatives of several non-profit
organizations opposed the change. “If you take [gambling] out of
the retail bars, we won't be able to sell {chances]. We won't
fraise] money,” said Kathy Ross, spokesperson for the Braille
Sports Foundation.

Changes to the law that were approved include exempting
organizations not licensed by the board from the state sales tax;
permitting gambling proceeds to pay for specified costs, such as
legal fees, accounting services, and gambling insurance fees;
exempting from regulation organizations conducting only one
gambling event a year, but requiring them to file a report
concerning the event with the board: and creating a tax amnesty
program for charitable organizations who have not paid due taxes.

Liquor bills gain

The committee, chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul),
okayed a bill Thurs., Feb. 27, allowing cities to issue temporary
licenses to allow vintages and brands of wine not commonly
offered by wholesalers to be sold at an auction.

The bill, S.F. 1879, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
permits the auction to be held for three consecutive days. Also, no
more than 600 case of wine could be sold. .

Three local liquor provisions also won committee approval
Thursday: S.F. 2100 {Dicklich) removes the limit on seasonal on-
sale licenses that can be issued by St. Louis County; S.F. 1912
(Knaak) permits the city of Vadnais Heights to issue five additional
on-sale liquor licenses; and S.F. 2006 (Brataas) allows the city of
Rochester to issue an on-sale liquor license to a person operating
a concession at the Mayo Civic Auditorium.

Transportation

Veterans license plate bill approved

The first bill on the committee’s agenda Fri., Feb. 21, was
withdrawn before the members even considered it. Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), author of S.F. 1894, said the Department
of Public Safety withdrew its proposal after an advisory panel
considered new evidence. Pogemiller praised the department for
reacting responsibly to new information brought forward by
advocates.

The bill would have required epileptics and others subject to
periods of unconsciousness to submit physicians reports when
applying for drivers’ licenses.

Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud) sponsored S.F. 1744, which
would allow Vietnam veterans to purchase special license plates.
The committee approved and re-referred the bill to the Finance
Committee.

S.F. 1894, authored by Sen. William Belanger (IR-Bloomington),
was also approved and re-referred to Finance. The bill allows the
Department of Transportation to exchange property under certain
conditions. Property can be exchanged if it is not being put to its
“highest and best” use. The exchange must promote development
in the area and provide a significant economic benefit to the state.

It cannot reduce the services or significantly increase the costs of
the department.

Proof of insurance required under bill

Drivers would be required to carry an identification card or
another form of verification of automobile insurance coverage
under a bill which was approved by the committee Wed., Feb. 26.

Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope) presented S.F. 1387

_ which is directed at reducing the number of people who drive

without insurance coverage. Those who do not have proof of
insurance coverage in their possession will have 48 hours to
provide it before their licenses are suspended.

Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul) presented S.F. 1990, which
would require drivers convicted of certain alcohol and drug-
related crimes to increase their automobile liability insurance
coverage for two years one yvear after their licenses are reinstated.

The committee also approved S.F. 20335 and recommended that
it be placed on the Consent Calendar. The bill, authored by Sen.
Gary laidig (IR-Stillwater), would create a special registration




category for military vehicles.

A motion to confirm the Govemnor's appointment of Roger
laufenburger’s as chairman of the Trarisportation Regulation Board
was approved.

Veterans and General Legislation

Proposal adds a veterans’ cemetery

The Dept. of Veterans Affairs would choose a site for another
veterans' cemetery, according to a bill advanced by the committee
Mon., Feb. 24. The proposal, S.F. 1880, does not provide funds for
purchasing the site, but requires the department to include costs
for the cemetery in its next budget.

" Sponsored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), the bill
allows veterans, their spouses and their children under 18 years of
age to be eligible for burial at the cemetery. No plot fee would be
charged for those eligible for burial, but a fee covering the costs of
interment of family members would be charged.

The panel also advanced a bill allowing the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs to charge other organizations for use of department
facilities. Carried by Sen. Greg Dahl (DFL-Lino Lakes), the bill, S.F.
1941, places the revenue from the rental into a special fund, which
would solely be for veterans use.

The committee also advance a bill clarifying that only Vietnam
veterans who received honorable discharges are eligible for tuition
exemption while attending an area vocational technical institute.

The measure, H.F. 1871, sponsored by Sen. Joseph Bertram (DFL-
Paynesville), also permits the Dept. of Veterans Affairs to pay
residents or patients in the state veterans’ homes for work
performed at the home. The hourly compensation would be less
than minimum wage.

Panel authorizes labor center

A bill enabling an ad-hoc task force to assist the Minnesota
Historical Society in establishing a labor interpretative center
gained committee support Wed., Feb. 26. The bill, S.F. 2111,
sponsored by Sen. Marilyn Iantry (DFL-St. Paul), does not
appropriate money for building a center nor give additional funds
to the task force.

Former AFL-CIO president Dave Roe estimated that the center
would cost about $8 million, and said the task force will ask the
Legislature for money during another session. Roe explained that

. the center would help enrich Minnesotans’ knowledge of the labor

movement and its contributions to the state. The bill also
establishes the labor interpretative center as part of the Minnesota
Historical Society.

The committee advanced two other proposals Wednesday: S.F.
502 (Lessard) permits Grand Rapids to create a central school
commission, which would be responsible for the operation of the
Central School buildings; and S.F. 2018 (Willet) renames the Battle
Point Historical Site the Battle Point Site and clarifies its
boundaries.

The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, March 3, 1986

Governmental Operations, Chair: Donald Moe
8:00-10:00 AM  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced

Economic Development and Commerce, Chair: Sam Solon

8:00-10:00 AM  Room 118 Capitol

Agenda: HF.1773 (S.F. 1705-Freeman): Smokeless tobacco
regulation; H.F. 1897 (S.F. 1806-Dahl): Prohibiting
elimination of service bays of motor fuel franchises; H.F.
1984 (S.F. 1854-Peterson, RW.): Securities regulations;
assignment of real property loans, real estate brokers,
etc.

Education, Chair: James Pehler

8:30 AM  Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Pending House Action. S.F. 1798-Pehler: Definition of a
school; S.F. 1696-Olson: Definition of a school.

Finance Subcommittee on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf
10:00 AM-12:00 PM  Room 120 Capitol
Agenda: Review bill.

Judiciary Sub. on Judicial Administration, Chair: Ember

Reichgortt

10:00 AM-12:00 PM  Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F, 1677-DeCramer:Repeal of Supreme Court’s authority
to shift judicial vacancies; S.F. 1953-Peterson, D.C.:
Crime victim rights,

Transportation, Chair: Clarence Purfeerst
10:00 AM Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: SF. 1473-Jude: Advertising on phone booths; S.F. 2051-
Peterson, D.C.: Transfer of highways between DOT and
Hennepin County; S.F. 2143-DeCramer: Clarifying
procedures in contested matters before TRB; S.F. 2144-
DeCramer: Permitting TRB to approve rate changes and
applications for track abandonments; S.F. 2146-
DeCramer: Permitting TRB to grant clearance variances
without hearings.

Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation.,

and Semi-States, Chair: Keith Langseth

12:00 PM Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Semi-States Bill finalization. -

Judiciary Subcommittee on Criminal Law, Chair: Eric Petty

12:00-2:00 PM  Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: SF. 2098-Jude: DWI repeat offenders; S.F. 1648-
Belanger: Machine gun dealers; HF. 654 (S.F. 663-Jude):
Sentence for first-time illegal drug sales.

The Senate will be in session at 2:00 PM

Finance Subcommittee on State Departments, Chair: Carl
Kroening

Following Session  Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

Taxes and Tax Laws, Chair: Douglas Johnson
Following Session  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: SF. 1865-Johnson, DJ.: Senate tax proposal.




Tuesday, March 4, 1985

Economic Development and Commerce, Chair: Sam Solon

8:00-10:00 AM  Roorn 118 Capitol

Agenda: HF. 1773 (S.F. 1705-Freeman): Smokeless tobacco
regulation; H.F. 1897 (S.F. 1806-Dahl): Prohibiting

elimination of service bays of motor fuel franchises; H.F.

1984 (S.F. 1854-Peterson, RW.): Securities regulation;
assignment of real property loans, real estate brokers,
etc. -

Judiciary Subcommittec on Criminal Law, Chair: Eric Petty

10:00 AM-12:00 PM Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 2007-Reichgott: Juvenile prostitution; S.F. 1770-
Freeman: Forfeiture.

Local and Urban Government, Chair: Robert Schmitz '
10:00 AM-12:00 PM* Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced

The Senate will be in session at 12:00 PM

Health and Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin
3:00 PM Room 107
Agenda: To be announced

The Senate will be in session at 7:00 PM

Wednesday, March 5, 1986

Governemntal Operations, Chair: Donald Moe
8:00-10:00 AM  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Education, Chair: James Pehler
~ 8:30 AM Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: S.F. 2029-Merriam: Relating to state high school league.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear
- 10:00 AM-1:00 PM Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: SF. 1517-Jude: Restrictive covenants; S.F. 1857-Solon:

Clerk of court fees, name; S.F. 1862-Petty: Closed-circuit
TV testimony in child sex abuse trials; S.F. 1971-
Pogemiller: Deprivation of parental rights; S.F. 1993-
Jude: Revisor's bill; H.F.2230/S.F. 2065-Pogemiller: DWI
partial breath samples; S.F. 2081-Peterson, RW.: Limited
partnerships; S.F. 2122-Luther: Corporate take-over
amendments; H.F.839/S.F. 810-Merriam: Escape from
commitment custody after successful insanity defense.

The Senate will be in session at 1:00 PM

(Tentative) Health and Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin
5:30 PM  Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced

Thursday, March 6, 1986

Legislative Audit Commission, Chair: Randolph W. Peterson

8:30-10:00 AM  Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Proposed budget cuts to Legislative Auditor’s office;
Audit jurisdiction of metropolitan agencies; General
status report on program evaluation and financial audit
activities,

Local and Urban Government, Chair: Robert Schmitz
10:00 AM-12:00 PM  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear
12:00-2:00 PM  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: Bills from Monday and Tuesday subcommittees.

The Senate will be in session at 2:00 PM

(Tentative) Health and Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin
5:30 PM  Room 107 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced

Friday, March 7, 1986

A floor session for the Minnesota Senate had not been
scheduled at press time.

Governmental Operations, Chair: Donald Moe
8:00-10:00 AM  Room 15 Capitol
Agenda: To be announced

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear

10:00 AM-1:00 PM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: Bills left over from Wednesday and Thursday full
committees meetings.

NOTE:

Saturday, March 8, 1986 is the second committee deadline. Some
committees were unable to have meetings scheduled at press
time. For daily updated information, call the Senate Hotline at
296-8088.
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Tax bill sent to Senate floor

The Senate tax bill won the approval of the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee Tuesday, March 4, and was sent to the Senate for final
action. The bill, HF. 1815, raises about $204 million to help
address the anticipated $734 million state budget shortfall.

The proposal, sponsored by Committee Chairman Douglas
Johnson (DFL-Cook), delays state payment of school aids to save
$91 million. Increased efforts by the Dept. of Revenue to collect
due taxes from delinquent taxpayers is expected to raise another
$31 million. And, the bill delays the transfer of $81 million in
motor vehicle excise taxes from the general fund to the designated
highway fund. The proposal also increases property tax relief by
five percent in 1987.

Johnson said the bill would not raise property taxes or require
cuts in state education. He added that the bill is “carefully crafted
so we don’t have to go into short-term borrowing.”

The committee adopted an amendment offered by Sen. Charles
Davis (DFL-Princeton) that excludes farmers from paying income
taxes on income gained upon foreclosure of a mortgage on real or
personal property used in farming. Furthermore, farmers deeding
back the property in lieu of foreclosure also are exempted from
paying taxes on the income. The provisions are retroactive to 1982,
Another amendment adopted, offered by Sen. Collin Peterson
(DFL-Detroit Lakes), reduces the tax credit per gallon of ethanol
from four to two cents.

The bill originally proposed replacing the retail tax on liquor
with a 14.6 percent wholesale liquor tax. However, Johnson
successfully removed that proposal and substituted provisions
accelerating other tax payments.

Senate passes lottery bill

Minnesotans will have the chance to decide if the Legislature
should permit a state operated lottery, according to a bill passed
by the Senate on a close 34-33 vote. The bill, SF. 1, requires that
the proceeds from the sales of lottery tickets be deposited in the
state general fund.

Minnesota’s constitution currently prohibits a lottery. If the bill
wins House approval and is signed into law, voters in the 1986
general election will decide if that prohibition should be repealed.

Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault), sponsor of the proposal,
said the people should have the opportunity to decide if they want
a lottery. He argued that putting the question on the ballot would
allow voters to debate the issue.

Oppponents argued that the state should not be in the business
of promoting a lottery. “It will foster a belief that you can get
something for nothing,” said Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.).

The Senate rejected an amendment requiring revenue from
lottery ticket sales to be deposited into a rural economic
development fund. Also, attempts to add to the bill a proposed
constitutional amendment permitting elected officials to be
recalled by voters and a proposed constitutional change limiting
state spending were unsuccessful.

Finance bill revamped and approved

The Finance Committee approved only three of the four
subcommittee reports Wednesday, March 5, so the Omnibus
Finance Bill remained with the committee until the final section,
involving health and human services, was approved Thursday,

March 7, 1986

March 6. o

Wednesday an amendment proposed by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul) and approved by the committee reduced projected
savings by about $1.7 million, meaning that the budget would fall
about $815,000 short. The amendment disallows increases in
depreciation and interest expenses which effect rates when group
homes for the mentally retarded change hands.

When committee members met again Thurs., Mar. 6, they
approved an amended version of the health and human services
sections of the bill. The amendments added a sufficient increase in
money to offset Waldorf's amendment.

The proposed Senate bill discussed by the committee, chaired
by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), would provide a
budgetary balance of about $757 million to cover the estimated
shortfall of $756 million. The state departments budget, through
new revenue and reduced appropriations, provides about $85
million to the general fund, about $39 million more than the
governor’s recommended cuts, said Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-
Mpls.), chairman of the state departments subcommittee.

The major changes in the Finance Subcommittee on State
Departments repott to the Finance Committee were a more than
$9 million cut from the Dept. of Energy and Economics (DEED),
which will still preserve the department; cuts of $26 million for
debt service; a cut from the Housing Finance Authority of $3.9
million more than the governor’s recommendation; and a cut from
repairs and betterments of $6 million more than the governor’s
recommendation.

The subcommittee report, Kroening said, also recommends
combining the Dept. of Finance, the Dept. of Administration, and
the State Planning Agency into the Dept. of Management and
Budget.

The section of the bill involving agriculture, transportation, and
semi-states reduces those budgets about $4 million more than
recommended by the governor, Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-
Glyndon), chairman of the subcommittee, said. The major changes
from the governor’s package are a $1.5 million reduction in transit;
a $1.2 million reduction from the Export Finance Authority loan
guarnatee fund; and $1.4 million from the Motor Vehicle Transfer
fund from a program for junkyard abatement. The total reductions,
plus additional revenu items are about $92 million, including $106
million saved from the suspension of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax
Transfer.

The reductions for education recommended to the Finance
Committee totaled about $37 million. The major cuts are about $2
million to the Dept. of Education; almost $4 million from the
Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB); $6 million from
the Area Vocational-Technical Institutes (AVTI) System; about $3
million from the Community College System; over $5 million from
the State University System; $16 million from the University of
Minnesota; and $50,000 from Mayo.

The proposal regarding health and human services cuts about
$37 million including funding an income maintenance forecast.
The major cuts are about $4 million from jobs and training; about
$4 million from corrections; and over $1 million from health.

One major cut was a delay of a one percent increase in General
Assistance (GA) and Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) payments. The bill would reduce the fees to physicians
providing care to people on Medical Assistance (MA) and General
Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) until May 1, 1987.

A publication of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. B29, State Capitol (612) 296-0504




Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Bills discourage nuclear repository

Two bills attempting to discourage the federal siting of a nuclear
waste repository in Minnesota won committee approval Fri., Mar,
28. The first bill, S.F. 2159, prohibits the construction of the facility
without legislative approval. The second bill, S.F. 2178, prohibits
the creation of any hazardous waste disposal system that would
“reasonably be expected to cause” pollution to the state’s water
supply.

The U.S. Dept. of Energy has listed eight potential disposal sites
in Minnesota. According to Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit
Lakes), author of S.F. 2159, the sites will not be selected until the
1990’s, but the state must take action sooner. “I think it is
incumbent upon us to do all that is possible to stop this process,”
he said.

Peterson’s proposal originally required nuclear power
companies in Minnesota to provide a report on the economic
costs relating to nuclear power generation and disposal. The intent
of the provision, based upon a U.S. Supreme Court ruling, was to
allow the Legislature to veto construction of a disposal plant if it
found disposal costs to be high. But members removed the
provision, claiming it would burden the power companies. Said
Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan), “You're giving the utilities
an impossible task by having them determine the costs of nuclear
power.”

Peterson’s bill also contains a “notice of disapproval,” which
states Minnesota's objection to a nuclear waste repository site.

The second proposal, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton), requires U.S. officials to prove that a disposal facility
would not pollute groundwater or drinking water Davis said the
bill would provide “the best legal standing solution” to prevent a
facility from being built.

A bill depositing state revenue in rural banks to encourage them
to provide farmers with operating loans also won committee
approval Friday. According to the bill, S.F. 1749, sponsored by Sen.
Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), the state could deposit funds in
rural lending institutions and receive a lower rate of return on the
interest. If lending institutions accept the deposits, they are
required to provide farmers with loans at lower interest rates.
Furthermore, the lending institutions must make the same number
of farm operating loans it provided the previous year.

The amount of money put into the program will be determined
by the Finance Committee.

The committee defeated a proposal, S.F. 1664, requiring the
Metropolitan Airports Commission to prepare a report on possible
noise reduction measures for the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport. Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield) said
the report would help move noise abatement efforts forward,
because “one of our biggest problems is lack of information.” He
said the information would enable agreements to be reached
between the commission and the FAA.

Jeffrey Hammel, Executive Director of the Metropolitan Airports
Commission, said the commission is already securing the
information requested in the bill. “We have not been sitting on
our hands,” he said, and he added that the bill would do little to
resolve the noise problem.

The following measures also won approval Friday: S.F. 1925
(Laidig) requiring licensure and restrictions for persons breeding
and propagating raptors; S.F. 2215 (Peterson, C.C.) limiting the
amount of money in the game and fish dedicated funds that can
be used for administrative functions; S.F. 1610 (Wegscheid)
classifying financial institutions and insurance companies as
corporations under the corporate farming law, and requiring

corporations to dispose of acquired agricultural land after five
years; S.F. 2104 (DeCramer) changing the method for drainage
assessments and proceedings; S.F. 1745 (Bertram) allowing the
sale of land in Stearns County; and S.F. 2173 (Laidig) permitting
land exchange in Washington County.

Panel okays voluntary siting process

A new approach for siting a hazardous waste “stabilization and
containment” facility in Minnesota won committee approval Wed.,
Mar. 5. That approach, offered by Chairman Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), permits the Waste Management Board (WMB) to
enter into contracts with counties volunteering to quarter the
facility. The contract would include incentives agreed upon by the
county, WMB and the Legislature. Furthermore, the offered site
must be environmentally sound.

Counties offering sites that are suitable for the facility would
receive a $50,000 annual increase in local government aids. If a
contract is agreed upon, the county would get $150,000 per year
for two years in additional local government aids plus the benefits
contained in the contract.

Efforts to construct a hazardous waste disposal facility began in
1980, when the legislature enacted procedures for choosing a site.
As a result of that process, four candidate sites were chosen. A
facility was to be build on one of those sites, but the Legislature
suspended further action because lawmakers questioned the
proper design of a facility and the need for its immediate
construction. Merriam said he is still uncertain how soon the state
should have a site. But, he added, "I think it’s important that we
find a facility in the not too distant future.”

If the voluntary process fails, the WMB would not be able to
resume procedures for siting a facility at one of the four candidate
sites, However, Merriam said he is “fairly comfortable” that the
voluntary process will work. '

In other action Wednesday, the committee advanced a bill
easing the procedure for landowners to establish a lake
improvement district. Under the measure, S.F. 1599, sponsored by
Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), only 26 percent of the
landowners within the proposed district are required to sign a
formation petition. Furthermore, persons living outside Minnesota
but who own property within the proposed district are allowed to
participate in the formation and termination process. The bill also
permits counties to establish joint authority for bodies of water not
wholly contained within a county. The Dept. of Natural Resources
and a joint county authority are required to comply with the order
establishment process; and cities will have the ability to delegate
authority to lake improvement districts established by a county.

Two other measures won committee approval Wednesday. S.F.
2186 (Novak) clarifies that the person who deposits regulated
substances in an underground storage tank informs the owner or
operator of the notification requirement. S.F. 1978 (Davis)
oversees the Pollution Control Agency’s handling of waste water
treatment plant construction grants and loans.

Economic Development and
Commerce
Ten bills beat deadline

As the committee members rushed to meet the first committee
deadline, they approved ten bills during a marathon meeting Fri,,
Feb. 28.

Among the endorsed bills was S.F. 1932, a resolution sponsored
by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul). It requests Congress and
the President to adopt legislation forbidding state and local
governments to grant financial incentives in order to entice




corporations to locate in one state or city as opposed to another.

A bill which establishes a venture capital fund to attract private
venture investors and assist small businesses was also approved.
S.F. 1866, authored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), was
re-referred to the Finance Committee.

Three measures relating to insurance were approved by the
committee. S.F. 1905 (Dahl) prohibits discrimination in auto
insurance based on marital dissolution. S.F. 1387 (Reichgott)
requires drivers to carry proof of automobile insurance. S.F. 1990
(Waldorf) requires increased insurance coverage upon conviction
of certain alcohol and drug-related crimes.

The committee also approved: S.F. 1904 (Dahl) prohibiting
merchants from charging surcharges on credit card sales; S.F. 2078
(Solon) establishing a trust fund for the purpose of indemnifying
nonprofit beneficiary organizations; S.F. 2237 (Diessner) creating
the District 56 Development Association; S.F. 2075 (Ramstad)
allowing realtors to pay time-share fees of up to $250; S.F. 2179
(Dahl) extending the “new car lemon law” to farm equipment.

Smokeless tobacco curbs endorsed

Distributors would be prohibited from promoting smokeless
tobacco through free samples under HF. 1773. The bill was
presented by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield) at the Tues.,
Mar. 4, meeting, The measure also requires distributors to ask for
age verification befor distributing free cigarettes or other smokable
tobacco products. Violators would be fined up to $5,000.

Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro) asked why the bill was more
stringent on smokeless tobacco distribution than it was on the
distribution of other tobacco products. Freeman explained that
federal laws preempt the state’s efforts to restrict the promotional
distribution of smokable tobacco products. An amendment to
restrict the free distribution of smokeable tobacco products in
certain public places was defeated. The committee, chaired by Sen.
Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), apptoved the bill and sent it to the
Senate floor.

A bill which increases the authority of the commissioner of
commerce to suspend or revoke real estate broker and salesperson
licenses was also approved. H.F. 1984 extends the commissioner’s
authority to revoke or suspend licenses of incompetent,
untrustworthy or financially irresponsible realtors.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Randy Peterson (DFL-Wyoming),
also expands the definition of real estate brokers and institutes
minor changes in educational requirements for realtors. The
measure requires all lenders to return abstracts to buyers before
Aug. 1, 1987, and requires future lenders to give buyers the
abstract at the time of closing. The committee sent the bill to the
Senate floor.

In the final minutes of the committee’s final meeting of before
the deadline, members approved two other measures. H.F. 1897
(Dahl) extends the sunset clause on the law which prohibits gas
station franchisers from eliminating service bays without the
consent of the franchisees. S.F. 193 (Chmielewski) repeals the
laws regulating entertainment agencies.

Education
Panel okays selling state lands

The Commissioner of the Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) will
be able to sell some state-owned leased lakeshore property, under
S.F. 2023, approved by the Education Committee Fri., Feb. 28.
Money from the sales will go to the permanent school fund.

The DNR is currently working on a study to assess the value of
the properties, said Chairman James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud). The
study will help determine which lands should be sold.

The committee also approved S.F. 1754, authored by Sen.
Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), mandating the State University

Board, in cooperation with the State Board for Community
Colleges and the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota,
to develop a plan for upper division courses at Arrowhead
Community College. Although Arrowhead Community College
currently offers some upper division courses, additional courses
are needed so that displaced workers can complete more of their
education at the community college, Dicklich said. They could
then attend another institution to finish their degree or program,
he said.

S.F. 1861, which the committee approved and referred to
Finance Committee, authorizes $40,000 to research and plan a
telecommunications system between Brownton, Glencoe,
Hutchinson, Silver Lake, and Stewart school districts.

The committee discussed and laid over two bills relating to
revenue for school districts. S.F. 1697, authored by Sen. Randolph
Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), requires that the commissioner of the
Dept. of Education compute the state average foundation and tier
revenue for each school year. Districts that are below the state
average are eligible for equity revenue under the bill. S.F. 1290,
authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), addresses the
same problem but attempts to funnel out revenue inequities
through using the tier system.

The committee also approved S.F. 2204, authored by Sen. Joe
Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), authorizing the Cold Spring school
district to make an equal levy for debt service over the next five
years.

School definitions discussed

After an era of concern that parents were too removed from
their children’s education, it seems that the state is now trying to
tell them not to get further involved, said Sen. Gen Olson (IR-
Minnestrista), during the Mon., Mar. 3, Education Committee
meeting. Olson spoke about S.F. 1696, which revises the definition
of a school. The committee, chaired by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St.
Cloud), did not approve the bill.

The bill recognizes the “right and responsibility of parents to
provide a basic education for their children,” and provides
definitions of a school. Options to help define a “school” include:
they may have licensed teachers or “effective” teachers; may be
accredited by certain state, regional, or national accrediting
organization; or they may be operated by or affiliated with a
federally recognized church.

S.F. 1696 also provides definitions of testing or accomplishment
requirements students must meet, and establishes a task force to
study issues relating to the compulsory attendance laws.

The committee approved S.F. 1798, authored by Pehler, which
mandates the State Board of Education to create a task force
similar to the one proposed in S.F. 1696. The task force report
must be made to the committee by Feb. 1, 1987. The bill was
amended to relieve parents who choose alternative methods of
education of the responsibility of reporting to a superintendent
until July 1, 1987.

Panel discusses high school league

The basic premise of much legislation is that children and their
parents have the right to make decisions affecting the children’s
lives with minimal interference from the state, said Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) at the Education Committee meeting
Wed., Mar. 5. The Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL),
by regulating participation in non-school athletics, interferes too
much, he said.

Merriam was defending S.F. 2029, a bill which he said does two
important things: establishes a due process procedure for dealing
with individuals who wish to appeal a league action or decision,
and provides for the de-regulation of non-school activities. The
committee, chaired by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud),




approved the bill.

The committee also approved S.F. 2233, authored by Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), which adds a post-secondary vocational
technical education representation to two already-existing advisory
councils.

S.F. 2289, which requires the state board of education to study
its school desegregation rules and recommend changes was laid
on the table because the board had agreed to do the study without
legislative direction, author Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.) said.

Elections and Ethics

Unicameral bill to be studied

A bill which would allow the voters to decide whether the
Minnesota Legislature should be consolidated into a single body
or remain in two was considered by the committee Thurs., March
6.

The bill, authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing),
proposes an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution which
would abolish the Senate and House of Representatives and create
a single body called the Legislature. The one-house Legislature
would consist of 130 members serving four year staggered terms.

“Introducing this bill is a little bit akin to being in combat and
calling in artillery on yourself,” Mehrkens said.

The bicameral system impedes progress, according to Mehrkens.
He said a unicameral legislature would be more in touch with the
present day society than the bicameral system is.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-
Maplewood) laid the bill over for further study.

A bill presented by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.) would
permit a new type of voting system to be used in elections. S.F.
2245 allows the use of electronic optical scan voting devices.
Voters would fill out computer cards and insert them into optical
scanning devices. The committee approved the measure.

Employment
Tip-pooling bill approved

The Employment Committee, chaired by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), met briefly on Thurs., Mar. 6,
and approved S.F. 2231. The bill allows an employer to help his
employees “pool” tips. Currently, employers are not allowed to be
involved in any way, even if employees request help.

Energy and Housing

Cogenerator bill stirs up debate

The question of whether the committee should intervene in a
dispute between NSP and Hennepin County lead to an intense
debate at the Fri., Feb. 28 meeting. Hennepin County plans to
build a cogenerator plant which would burn the county’s waste
and generate energy to be sold to NSP. A dispute arose between
NSP and Hennepin County over what penalty fee the county would
pay if the plant did not generate the proper amount of energy for
the number of years agreed upon.

Senator Don Frank (DFL-8pring Lake Park) told the author of S.F.
2246, Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), that it was
inappropriate to bring the bill to the Legislature. Frank argued that
the dispute should be solved through the Public Utilities
Commission.

Hennepin County Commissioner John Derus said “We would
prefer to go through the proper channels but we feel that it would
take us two years.” The county must have a contract signed with a
utility company by Nov. 10, 1986 or it will lose its authority to levy
" general obligation bonds to finance the project. In addition the

county must meet a state deadline to start burning its waste.

Sen. Frank told committee members that it was unfair to by-pass
the PUC and decide an issue which they don’t have the
technological knowledge to understand.

The debate lead to a direct dialogue between Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) and Sen. Frank.

“We have a law that Hennepin County hasn'’t followed,” Frank
said.

“We change those everyday around here,” Kroening retorted.

“But not for the purpose of Hennepin County,” Frank
countered.

Sen. Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby) tried to appease both sides by
offering an amendment which would require the PUC to resolve
the dispute by July 1, 1986 if a petition was filed before April 15,

“I agree wholeheartedly with Senator Frank that we should not
be usurping the power of the commission ... but I do think we
should recognize the urgency,” Kamrath said.

The committee voted down the Kamrath amendment 5-7.

The bill was sent to the Senate floor.

Committee members also endorsed a bill authorizing Hennepin
county to create a Housing Redevelopment Authority. The bill, S.F.
2238 was authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope) bill.

Finance

Panel discusses budget cuts

The Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation, and
Semi-States, met Thurs., Feb. 27, to continue discussing their
recommendations for budget cuts.

The subcommittee gave recommendations for the Dept. of
Agriculture and Mn./DOT, among other things. Many of their
proposals were in concurrence with the governor’s proposed
budget cuts.

The subcommittee also heard testimony from two
representatives from the state Humane Society. The subcommittee
has recommended that the Humane Society be abolished because
members believe the society is inoperative. It isn’t fair for the
taxpayers to pay for a service they are not getting, said Sen. Gerald
Willet (DFL-Park Rapids).

Education cuts proposed

The Finance Subcommittee on Education met Fri., Feb. 28, to
discuss their budget cut recommendations for the Higher
Education Coordinating Board (HECB), the Area Vocational-
Technical Institutes (AVTD) system, the Community College
System, the State University System, and the University of
Minnesota.

Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing) recommended that the
subcommittee comply with the requests of the AVTI system, the
Community College System, and the State University System to
allow each system to determine where the cuts could best be
absorbed.

The subcommittee also proposed leaving three divisions under
the HECB untouched: the half-time grants program, and both the
full-time and part-time parent share program.

Total subcommittee budget cut recommedations were lower
than the governor’s proposed cuts for the AVTT system, the
Community College System, the State University System, and the
University of Minnesota.

Cuts to state departments reviewed

The Finance Subcommittee on State Departments met twice on
Mon., Mar. 3, to hear testimony and discuss budget cuts to state
departments. The subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Carl Kroening




(DFL-Mpls.), made recommendations that cut about $35 million
more than the governor’s proposed cuts.

The proposed cuts reduce the biennial budget balance by about
$85 million while maintaining the same number of total positions.
The reduction, according to Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
stems from both cuts in the budget and increases in revenue.

The subcommittee also proposed: realigning the departments of
Finance, Administration, and State Planning into the Dept. of
Management and Budget; transfering regional planning grants to
the Dept. of Energy and Economic Development (DEED) from
State Planning to emphasize rural economic development; and
restoring $125,000 from the governor’s proposal to parks to keep
all state parks open.

Education draft approved

The Finance Subcommittee on Education approved a draft for a
bill making cuts in the Dept. of Education, the Higher Education
Coordinating Board, the Area Vocational-Technical Institutes
(AVTI) System, the Community College System, the State
University System, and the University of Minnesota during its Mon.,
Mar. 3, meeting. The subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul), also approved two bills which will be amended
onto the final bill

Many of the subcommittee’s proposals are in concurrence with
the governor’s. However, the subcommittee recommendation cuts
nine basic skills positions, totaling about $436,000, so that some
other areas can escape cuts entirely.

The proposal also used an unexpected extra $1.9 million in the
HECB budget to eliminate cuts in the half-time grants program and
the part-time and full-time parent share program.

The subcommittee also complied with the wishes of the AVTI
System, the Community College System, and the State University
System, by merely presenting them with the total amount of
dollars they must cut and allowing each system to decide where
the cuts could best be made.

In other action, the subcommittee approved S.F. 2000, which
appropriates $100,000 to establish a task force to study the
feasibility of a new community college. Another approved bill
authorizes investigation into the possibility of a student dormitory
at Vermilion Community College.

Transportation draft adopted

The Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation, and
Semi-States approved a draft for a bill during its Mon., Mar. 3,
meeting. The bill was referred to the full Finance Committee. The
subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Keith Lanseth (DFL-Glyndon), also
heard testimony from representatives of the State Humane Society
and the Crime Victims Reparation Board.

Judy Hughes, a former president of the State Humane Society
Board, presented a report called “The Minnesota Humane Society
is Asleep.” Hughes recommended abolishing the society so that a
privately-controlled organization could take its place.

The subcommittee also approved an amendment proposed by
Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul) to H.F. 1863, The amendment
creates a special account for crime victims reparations.

Human services cuts proposed

The Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human Services
reviewed its proposed budget cuts Tues., Mar. 4. The
subcommittee’s recommendations total about $15 million more
than the governor’s proposed cuts.

The major cuts in the proposal, said Chairman Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd), are about $65 million from the Dept. of Human
Services (not including the income maintenance forecast); $3.9

million from jobs and training; $4.2 million from corrections; and
1.2 million from health.

Committee reviews agriculture bills

The Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation, and
Semi-States discussed the Omnibus Agriculture Bill and S.F. 1959,
the family farm security bill, during its Tues., Mar. 4, meeting. The
subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-GLyndon), did
not take action on either bill.

The Agriculture Omnibus Bill combines 14 previously approved
bills. S.F. 1959, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), authorizes the issuance of general obligation bonds to
finance some payments to be made by the state on family farm
loan guarantees.

Human services bill approved

The Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human Services,
chaired by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), approved their
draft for a bill Tues., Mar. 4. The draft as amended will be referred
to the full Finance Committee.

The subcommittee also approved S.F. 51, authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), and amended it to their draft. The bill
requires licensing for some home health care providers.

Draft for budget bill approved

The Finance Subcommittee on State Departments amended its
draft before sending it to full Finance Committee during its Tues.,
Mar. 4, meeting. Amendments approved by the subcommittee,
chaired by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), included one to freeze
salaries of some managers of the Metropolitan Council.

Subcommittee approves agriculture bills

The Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation, and
Semi-States approved the Omnibus Agriculture Bill and S.F. 1959,
the Family Farm Security Bill, during its Thurs., Mar. 6, meeting.
The subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-
Glyndon), referred the bills to the Finance Committee,

The subcommittee struck the appropriations clause from the
omnibus bill and amended on a clause appropriating $11 million
in new money. S.F. 1959, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), involves issuing general obligation bonds to
finance some payments to be made by the state on family farm
loan guarantees.

Governmental Operations

Police and fire fund measure okayed

A bill standardizing the audit requirements and clarifying the
duties of Police and Firefighters Relief Associations was approved
by members of the Governmental Operations Committee, Fri.,
Feb. 28. The measure, S.F. 2112, authored by Committee Chair
Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), also provides for greater oversight of the
relief associations by municipalities by requiring each board to
have at least two voting members appointed by the municipality,
requiring the relief association to report annually to the
municipality, and requiring that an official of the municipality
must co-sign checks or authorizations for a third party to
administer the business of the association. In addition, the state
auditor is given the responsibility of auditing all relief associations
or contracting with an independent auditor to perform the audit.
Finally, the bill specifies that the investment authority of the relief
associations is tied to the investment authority of the State Board
of Investment, with a few exceptions and that the officers and
trustees of relief associations are held to the same standard of care
as that of the State Board of Investment.




In other action, committee members endorsed S.F. 1595, the bill
creating a Milk Stablization Board. The measure, authored by Sen.
Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), had failed to gain committee
approval at an earlier hearing but a motion to reconsider made
Wed., Feb. 26, brought the bill back before the committee for
another vote.

Three additional bills were also forwarded on by the panel. S.F.
2085, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
provides a statutory reference for the membership terms, removal
and filling of vacancies on the Juvenile Justice Advisory
Committee. S.F. 1796, authored by Moe, expands the investment
options available within the State Investment Board Supplemental
Investment Fund. S.F. 2257, authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park), transfers the operation and management of the
Minnesota Zoological Garden to a public, nonprofit corporation
and provides for the transfer of the powers, duties, obligations and
property of the current Zoo Board to the Dept. of Administration.

Metropolitan Governance bill advances

The Metropolitan Governance bill, S.F. 1913, was approved by
the committee Mon., Mar. 3, and forwarded on to the Senate floor.
The measure clarifies the role of the Metropolitan Council and the
relationship of other metro agencies to the Council. Most of the
discussion, however, revolved around an amendment establishing
metro area-wide regulation of taxi cabs. The amendment,
sponsored by Moe, abolishes the current system of municipal
regulation and provides for metro-wide regulation under the
Regional Transit Board. The regulation of taxies would be by a
semi-autonomous board charged with the licensing of cabs and
drivers and with the oversight of taxi fares. The amendment was
the product of discussions by a governor’s commission and the
taxi industry. All parties were in support of the amendment, which
the committee adopted.

The panel also approved S.F. 2137, authored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller, providing for the use, administration and disposal of
certain fees and property within the jurisdiction of the Dept. of
Administration. The measure changes the formal bid limit from
$5,000 to $15,000; provides for “life cycle costing” in purchasing
when appropriate; allows the department to sell surplus property
to non-profit organizations; and provides for information systems
and telecommunications systems sales to local units of
governments.

Health and Human Services

M.A. overpayment recovery enhanced

A bill allowing the state more authority and flexibility in the
discovery and recovery of medical assistance overpayments to
vendors was approved by members of the Health and Human
Services Committee, Thurs., Feb. 27. The bill, S.F. 2155, authored
by Committee Chair Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), also includes
language providing for the establishment of administrative and
computer systems improvements to aid in the management of the
food stamp and income maintenance programs, collections of
child support payments, administration of medical assistance and
administration of general assistance medical care.

According to Frank Giberson, Deputy Commissioner of Human
Services, much of the funding for computer systems improvements
would be from federal matching funds. Thus, under the bill, a
revolving fund would be established to clearly delineate the usage
of state and federal funds. In addition, the bill requires that the
nonfederal share of developing, operating, and maintaining the
computer systems be distributed among the participating local
social services agencies in an equitable manner.

Much of the debate on the measure centered around provisions
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relating to determinations of medically necessary treatments and
provisions dealing with increases in payments due to the sale of a
facility in a “related-party transaction.”

The bill also contains provisions concerning recovery of
assistance that has been incorrectly paid to a recipient. The
measure further specifies that a county agency may retain one-half
of the amount recovered when the recovery is directly attributable
to county’s collection efforts.

In other action, the panel endorsed nine additional measures in
order to finish work on bills assigned to the committee before the
first deadline. S.F. 677, authored by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-Wayzata),
allows the commissioner of human services to lease any portion or
unit of Oak Terrace Nursing Home in order to provide food and
shelter for the homeless. S.F. 2082, sponsored by Sen. James Pehler
(DFL-St. Cloud), excludes “latch key” programs from family or
group family day care home licensing requirements. S.F. 2115,
carried by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), permits the sale of
the old Shakopee correctional facility to local governmental units.
S.F. 2079, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
creates a service for the blind and visually handicapped in the
Department of Jobs and Training to aid the blind and visually
handicapped in obtaining vocational training and employment.

S.F. 2038, authored by Berglin, requires recipients of general
assistance to register with local agencies for adult literacy training
as a condition for continued assistance if they have been
determined functionally illiterate. Upon reaching a level of literacy
that would allow successful participation in job training programs,
the bill specifies that the individual register and cooperate with
the work readiness program in order to continue receiving
assistance.

S.F. 2171, authored by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro),
provides licensing exemptions for certain air ambulance services
and allows certified first responders to drive certain basic life
support transportation service vehicles, S.F. 2147, also sponsored
by Benson, includes “transportation involving the use of a
stretcher” in the definition of life support transportation service for
licensing purposes.

S.F. 2161, authored by Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing),
requires employers to make a reasonable attempt to provide
training opportunities for technically qualified individuals who
may be exposed to hazardous substances, harmful physical agents
or infectious agents. S.F. 912, authored by Berglin, provides for a
state hospital revolving fund for chemical dependency and creates
a consolidated fund for payment of chemical dependency
treatment.

Committee approves cancer surveillance
bill

A bill which establishes a statewide cancer surveillance system
was endorsed by the committee at the Wed., March 5, meeting.
Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton) authored S.F. 1964, which
creates a system to monitor trends of cancer, detect potential
public health problems, predict risks and assist in investigating
cancer clusters. The system would also promote cancer research,
disseminate information, address public concerns about cancer
and inform health professionals and citizens about risks, early
detection, and treatment of the disease.

The bill appropriates $1 million from the general fund to the
commissioner of Health to establish the system. Committee
members approved the bill and re-referred it to the Finance
Committee.

Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul) presented S.F. 1395, requiring
the state planning agency to study mental health and methods of
unifying mental health licensing functions. The bill also gained the
committee’s approval.




Chiropractors would be subject to stricter regulations under S.F.
2151, authored by Novak and approved by the committee. The bill
bans false or misleading advertising and prohibits what is known
as “NOPE” —no out-of-pocket expenses. Witnesses testified that
some chiropractors assure patients that their treatment will not
exceed their insurance coverage so the patients will not have to
pay anything out of their own pockets. This practice leads to
inflated charges to insurance companies and increased health
costs, according to witnesses testifying before the committee,

Two chiropractors told committee members that they believe
the bill is unfair and violates chiropractors constitutional rights of
free speech and press. They also complained that the bill was
rushed through the process without proper notice to the
profession. Committee members voted to approve the bill and re-
refered it to the Finance Committee.

Judiciary
Omnibus insurance bill approved

Judiciary Committee members, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear,
endorsed a major insurance package at the Thurs., Feb. 27,
committee hearing. The bill, S.F. 1593, authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), is designed to alleviate the current
crisis in the availability and affordability of liability insurance in
Minnesota. After extensive discussion, the amendment was
amended to include portions of several other insurance bills.
Portions of bills dealing with medical malpractice insurance, day
care tort liability, local recreation area tort liability and punitive
damage procedures were all included in the omnibus bill.

The measure provides for the establishment of a Joint
Underwriting Association to provide insurance to persons unable
to obtain professional liability insurance because of lack of
competition in the marketplace or excessive premium rates.

Presumption of joint custody gains

Two bills dealing with child support and child custody
provisions were debated extensively at the second meeting of the
Judiciary Committee, Fri.,, Feb. 21. S.F. 1685, authored by Sen.
Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), and S.F. 1732, authored by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), both clarified factors to be
taken into consideration when the courts consider modifications
to child support orders; however, each bill contained other
provisions. On a motion from Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), S.F.
1685 was laid over indefinitely and committee members worked
from the language contained in S.F. 1732.

S.F. 1732 establishes a rebuttable presumption that joint legal
custody is in the best interest of the child and requires mandatory
mediation in any contested custody case. However, an
amendment, offered by Merriam, provides an exception to
mandatory mediation if the court determines that there is probable
cause that one of the parties, or a child of a party, has been
physically or sexually abused by the other party. Another
amendment, offered by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), specifies that
the mediator would not be the person doing the custody
investigations. A second amendment, offered by Petty, specifies
that if joint legal custody is awarded over the objections of either
party, the custody order is to include a plan for implementing the
order and that the court may require the department of court
services or the county welfare agency to assist the parties in
formulating a plan for implementing the order. A third
amendment, offered by Petty, makes changes to the child support
guidelines.

A series of amendments offered by Sieloff were also adopted.
One of the amendments clarifies the conditions the court must
consider in deviating from the guidelines. A second amendment
allows the court to consider an obligor’s debts and previous

support orders. A third amendment establishes an effective date of
Aug. 1, 1986, and clarifies that the provisions would apply to all
actions filed before or after that date. The bill was approved and
sent on to the Senate floor.

Earlier in the day, the committee, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.), took action on a number of other bills.

S.F. 2041, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
provides for the filling of judicial vacancies by establishing a
committee to evaluate candidates and recommend nominees to
the governor. The bill was amended to include portions of the
court unification bill, S.F.690, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), abolishing county and probate courts and
transferring those cases to the district courts.

S.F. 1559, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
establishes a priority of interests for security interest in agricultural
inputs that become patt of crop and livestock. The bill received
extensive discussion before gaining committee approval and being
forwarded to the full Senate. S.F. 1711, authored by Sen. AW. “Bill”
Diessner (DFL-Afton), prohibits the theft of dogs or cats for
research purposes and prescribing a gross misdemeanor penalty.
S.F. 1706, also sponsored by Diessner, provides for a declaration
by competent adults that life-sustaining treatment be withheld or
withdrawn under certain circumstances, adopts provisions of the
Uniform Rights of the Terminally IIl Act and provides for creation
of a durable power of attorney for health care.

S.F. 1852, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), makes it a
felony to knowingly destroy, mutilate or remove human remains
from cemeteries or burial grounds. S.F. 1960, sponsored by Sen.
Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), limits the civil liability of
psychologist for the violent acts of patients. S.F. 2135, also
sponsored by Reichgott, provides immunity from liability for
welfare employees complying with the child abuse parental
notification law enacted last year.

Panel endorses eight bills

A total of eight bills were approved Wed., Mar. 5, as members
began wrapping up committee business in anticipation of the
second deadline.

S.F. 1953, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls,),
clarifies several provisions of the laws dealing with crime victims
rights and the Crime Victims Reparations Board. As amended by
the author, the bill specifies that court may not waive the
assessment or surcharge in criminal cases unless the court makes
written findings that the convicted person is indigent or that the
surcharge would create undue hardship. Further, the measure
specifies that the assessment may be use to aid all programs
established to aid victims. The bill also provides that victims may
not be required to state their home or employment address in
open court, The bill also clarifies that crimes anywhere within the
geographical boundaries of the state, including Indian
Reservations, are covered under the Crime Victims Reparations Act.

HF. 839, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
prohibits escape from a facility by a person who has been
committed to the facility after having been found not guilty of a
crime by reason of mental illness or mental deficiency. H.F. 1772,
carried by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), increases various court
fees in all counties except Hennepin and Ramsey and clarifies
existing fee statutes. S.F. 1862, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), allows certain videotaped statements to be admissible as
evidence in court cases involving physical or sexual abuse against
a child.

S.F. 2279, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
specifies that pledges to make a voluntary contribution made to
adoption services corporations by an adoption applicant are
voidable at the option of the person pledging. S.F. 1993, also
carried by Jude, is the revisor’s bill removing obsolete, extraneous




and erroneous language from the statutes. H.F. 2317, carried by
Sen. Don Anderson (IR-Wadena), provides for the resignation of
foreign corporate agents.

Penalties increased for repeat DWI's

Committee members met Thurs., Mar. 6, and approved an
additional five measures. Among the bills gaining approval was a
measure increasing the penalties for repeat DWI offenders. S.F.
2098 specifies that if a person’s license is revoked pursuant to a
third violation within five years or a fourth violation within ten
years, the license plates shall be impounded and destroyed by the
court. Under the measure, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove), the court may authorize the issuance of special plates if
the person has a limited license in order to drive to work or if a
member of the person’s household has a valid driver’s license.
However, a $100 fee is required for each vehicle with the special
plates. In addition, the bill specifies a minimum of 30 days
imprisonment and/or a minimum fine of $1,000, along with
attendance at a chemical dependency program, for persons
committing three violations within ten years. The bill was also
amended to incorporate the language of HF. 2230. The measure,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), provides that
partial breath samples may be offered in evidence in all categories
of DWT offenses.

Other bills approved by the committee included: S.F. 1517
(Jude) reinstating old law by providing that restrictive covenants
affecting the title to real property are effective for 30 years and
excluding property in North Oaks from the provisions of the bill;
S.F. 1648 (Belanger) permitting certain federally licensed dealers
and manufacturers to own or possess machine guns and short-
barrel shotguns under specific conditions; S.F. 2081 (Peterson,
RW.) revising various provisions in the Uniform Limited
Partnership Act; and S.F. 2122 (Luther) making technical changes
to Minnesota’s corporate take-over law.

Local and Urban Government

State funds for port authorities debated

At the Thurs., Feb. 27, meeting, Sen. Donald Storm (IR-Edina)
presented S.F. 2044, prohibiting the use of state money or credit to
pay or guarantee port authority debts. The committee, chaired by
Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), re-referred the bill to the
Economic Development and Commerce Committee without
approval.

A bill authorizing municipalities to enforce energy efficiency
standards for rental buildings was approved. Sen. Don Frank (DFL-
Spring Lake Park), author of S.F. 2132, said the bill allows local
governments to enforce conservation standards since the
Department of Energy and Economic Development has been
unable to do so as a result of last year’s budget cuts.

Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids) presented S.F. 2160
requiring abandoned property to be transferred to the counties
rather than the state’s general fund. The committee approved the
measure.

Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley) presented a bill
authorizing municipalities to enter repurchase agreements and
reverse repurchase agreements with certain securities brokers and
dealers. S.F. 2057 was approved.

Sen. Randy Peterson (DFL-Wyoming) authored S.F. 2105
allowing the cities of Lindstrom and Cambridge to establish
special service districts. The bill was approved and re-referred to
the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee.

The Committee approved four bills authorizing the issuance of
general obligation bonds: S.F. 2223 (Bertram) allowing Bowlus to
issue $20,000 for a fire station; S.F. 2127 (Renneke) allowing

Cologne to issue $350,000 for a fire station and city hall; S.F. 2150
(Wegscheid) allowing Dakota County to issued $15,000 for a
library; and S.F. 2205 (Diessner) allowing Washington County to
issue temporary bonds in anticipation of federal or state funds for
the water system.

Before adjourning the final meeting before the first committee
deadline, members approved seven other measures. The
committee approved: S.F. 2203 (Storm) allowing municipalities to
charge a higher interest rate on special assessments; S.F. 2163
(Dicklich) allowing St. Louis county to appoint a county
administrator without a referendum; S.F. 2066 (Kamrath)
authorizing Redwood Falls to exercise development and
redevelopment powers; S.F. 2209 (Brataas) allowing the Olmsted
County board to increase the size of its contingent fund; S.F. 2199
(Wegscheid) appropriating money from the state’s general fund to
reimburse Farmington for excess charges; S.F. 2262 (Kronebusch)
authorizing Winona County to sell certain real estate to a county
agricultural society without complying with the competitive
bidding requirements; S.F. 2255 (Chmielewski) allowing Cloquet
to establish a port authority commission.

Private waste water system bill approved

The committee approved S.F. 2166 despite the author’s
reservations about the bill. The bill authorizes municipalities to
contract with private vendors for furnishing capital intensive public
services such as waste water treatment. In presenting the
legislation, Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) said he
supports the concept of the bill but would like the committee to
take more time to study it.

“The House has spent a lot of time on the issue but the Senate
hasn’t had the chance to,” Merriam said. Sponsors of the House
bill (H.F. 1869) asked him to carry the bill in the Senate only two
weeks ago. Merriam said he felt that was not sufficient time to
study a bill with the serious ramifications the privatization of
municipal services could cause.

Richard Martin of Briggs and Morgan law firm, testified that the
benefits of the privatization of municipal services outweigh the
risks. Martin, who assisted in drafting the bill, told the committee
that the private market can deliver some services at lower costs
than municipalities. Private firms can also implement some
projects more efficiently and more quickly than muncipalities.
Through privatization of certain public services, municipalites
would be protected from certain risks, he said.

One aspect of the bill which Merriam said concerns him most is
the exclusion of the competitive bidding process.

Martin said the competitive bidding process is too restrictive for
complex projects because many areas such as cost sharing,
performance standards and risk sharing are negotiable and cannot
be adequately addressed through the bidding process. A public
hearing on the projects would allow public input, he said.

Sen. Gen Olson (IR-Minitrista) expressed concern about making
sure there are certain checks and balances in place before
forfeiting public services to private monopolies.

Martin said certain safeguards are included in the bill to protect
citizens from the monopolies that would be created through the
privatization of municipal services.

The committee approved the bill and re-referred it to the Taxes
and Tax Laws Committee.

In other action the committee approved: S.F. 1621
(Frederickson) allowing municipalities to invest debt service
bonds in certain certificates; S.F. 2067 (Knutson) permitting the
Mendota Heights City Council to designate a special service
district; S.F. 1515 (Novak) authorizing the Ramsey County Board to
levy a property tax for financing the construction of library
buildings; and S.F. 2252 (Schmitz) requiring surveyors to keep
more immediate and extensive records.




Public Utilities and State
Regulated Industries

Bill promotes quality racing

A bill that would help Canterbury Downs attract higher quality
horse racing won committee approval Tues., Mar. 4. The measure,
H.F. 2257, lowers the amount the state collects from pari-mutuel
betting and increases the amount set aside for purses.

Wayne Popham, spokesman for Canterbury Downs, explained
that current law fails in promoting quality racing because the daily
purse is too small. “Quality draws the people, absence of it won't,”
he said.

The current law allowed for a $50,700 daily purse during the
summer of 1985, However, the racetrack actually paid more than
the state allowance, offering horse owners a daily purse of $83,075.
The proposal, sponsored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
changes the amount set aside for purses from five to seven percent
of all money bet at the track. The bill also raises the tax on pari-
mutuel betting that is to be deposited in the breeders’ fund. The
measure was referred to the Tax Committee.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul),
also approved the appointment of Barbara Beerhalter to the Public
Utilities Commission,

During the Thurs., Mar. 6, meeting, the committee advanced a
bill allowing public utilities to file rate schedules that would adjust
the charges automatically when the direct costs for delivering
natural gas fluctuates. The bill, HF. 2143, is sponsored by Sen.
Don Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park).

The committee also okayed the appointments of Lawrence Coss,
Catherine Anderson and Muriel Poehler to the Minnesota Racing
Commission.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Bills addressing local issues advance

The committee advanced several bills Wed., Mar. 5, dealing with
local issues. One proposal, S.F. 1966, provides St. Cloud with
taxing authority to build and maintain a convention center.

Sponsored by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), the bill allows
St. Cloud to tax at a rate of up to one percent on the on-sale sale of
liquor and restaurant meals. The tax proceeds must be used for
the construction of the convention center. The city may also
impose a two percent tax on the gross receipts from temporary
lodging. These proceeds are to be used for the operation and
maintenance of the convention center.

St. Paul also may impose a tax on transient lodging, under
another proposal advanced by the committee. S.F. 2129, sponsored
by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), limits the tax to two percent,
and it may only apply to hotel or motels with 50 rooms or more.
One-half of the proceeds would be used to finance a convention
center.

Several bills permitting cities to establish port authorities won
committee approval. The bills include: S.F. 1928 (Jude)
establishing a port authority for Brooklyn Park; S.F. 1702
(Samuelson) creating a port authority in Brainerd; and S.F. 1725
(Moe, Roger) permitting East Grand Forks to create a port
authority.

Other bills advanced Wednesday include: S.F. 2040 (Bernhagen)
reducing original assessed value of a tax increment financing
district in Litchfield; S.F. 2227 (Johnson, Douglas) exempting
gasoline excise tax propane fuel for vehicles operating under
permit; SF. 2196 (Pehler) authorizing a redevelopment district for
Sartel; S.F. 2206 (Peterson, Collin) authorizing certain refunds of
sales tax paid on agricultural electricity; S.F. 2238 (Kroening)
creating a county housing and redevelopment authority; applying
the provisions of the municipal housing and redevelopment act to

Hennepin County; S.F. 1948 (Merriam) allowing watershed
management organizations to establish taxing districts within
minor watershed units; and S.F. 1998 (Moe, Roger) authorizing
McIntosh to issue bonds in excess of its net debt limitation.

Transportation

Committee approves phone booth ad bill

Advertisements would be permitted on telephone booths under
a bill which was approved by the committee Mon., Mar. 3. Sen. Tad
Jude (DFL-Maple Grove) presented S.F. 1473 authorizing cities to
permit and receive compensation for telephone booth
advertisements.

Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent) authored three bills relating
to the Transportation Regulation Board. S.F. 2143 clarifies
procedures in contested matters brought before the board. S.F.
2144 allows the board to approve certain rate changes and track
abandonment applications without a public hearing if no
objection is raised within 30 days of public notice. S.F. 2146
authorizes the board to allow variances from structural regulations
without a public hearing unless one is needed to resolve material
issues.

Committee members, chaired by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-
Faribault), voted to combine the bills into one bill, S.F. 2144. They
then amended the bill to permit the board to alter fines for
violators of hazardous waste transportation provisions. Currently,
violators are charged a flat $750 but under the amendment the
board can fine violators any amount up to $750. The bill was
approved as amended.

A bill authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming) was
also approved by the committee. S.F. 2051 is a result of a highway
task force study and requires the transfer of ownership of certain
highways between the state and Hennepin County.

Veterans and General Legislation
Bill protects Capitol furnishings

In an effort to preserve the original look of the State Capitol
Building, the committee advanced a bill Fri,, Feb. 28, giving the
Historical Society control over any articles it determines to be 1905
furnishings.

According to Catherine Welsh, Capitol Site Manager, about 21
percent of the original furnishings, which were selected by Capitol
architect Cass Gilbert, have been located. Welsh said the
furnishings include items such as roll-top desks, busts and lamps.
The bill, S.F. 2097, is sponsored by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul).

The committee also advanced a bill, S.F. 2243, sponsored by
Vice-chairman Joseph Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), discouraging
local governments from adopting more stringent fire codes than
those contained in the state uniform fire code. Under the proposal,
local governments would have to determine that a more stringent
fire code should be required and that the need for the ordinance
outweighs any increase in housing costs. The proposal also
exempts buildings with two stories or less from a possible state
building code requiring stairways to be enclosed.

Floor Action

Bills on Consent Calendar pass

Most of the Mon., Mar. 3, floor session was devoted to action on
bills placed on the Consent Calendar. Six bills on the Consent
Calendar and one measure passed by the House and returned to
the Senate were given final passage. S.F. 1600, authored by Sen.
Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), reduces the residency requirement from
one year to six months for individuals petitioning for a name
change, reduces the bond amount for Clerks of Court and




prohibits clerks from practicing law in the court to which they are
assigned. S.F. 1939, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
clarifies provisions in the general judgment lien law. S.F. 1910,
sponsored by Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar), adds a new route
to the trunk highway system and allows the old highway to be
turned back to the city of Willmar. S.F. 1794, authored by Sen. Gary
Laidig (IR-Stillwater), permits the negotiated sale of property in
Washington county. S.F. 496, sponsored by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (TR-Morgan), requires the Dept. of- Administration to
make surplus document available to libraries. S.F. 2062, authored
by Sen. Phyllis McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park), modifies the terms of
membership to Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying
and Landscape Architecture, S.F. 1914, authored by Sen. Eric Petty
(DFL-Mpls.), provides for the aggregation of theft of service
charges for prosecution purposes.

Senate okays Rural Development Act

A proposal expanding the authority of the Dept. of Energy and
Economic Development (DEED) to spur rural economic
development won final Senate approval Tues., Mar. 4, and was sent
to the House.

The bill, S.F. 1790, sponsored by Majority Leader Roger Moe
(DFL-Erskine), creates six funds to provide loans to rural
businesses and establishes the Greater Minnesota Corporation,
which would pool public and private investment capital and
provide development grants, loans and research to businesses to
help develop new products and services. The bill, which spends
about $9.3 million, also establishes educational grant programs to
assist dislocated rural workers.

The proposed transfer of the waste water treatment grants
program from the Pollution Control Agency to DEED will not take
place, under an amendment approved by the Senate. The program
provides grants to develop or improve waste water treatment
plants, which improves a city’s sewer capacity—an important
development consideration. Sen. Earl Renneke (IR-LeSueur),
sponsor of the amendment, argued that the development would
still occur, but the PCA would insure protection of the water
quality.

Minnesotans will find the game and fish laws easier to
understand, under another proposal passed by the Senate. S.F.
1526, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
clarifies laws that regulate hunting and fishing and protect the
state’s wildlife. The Senate adopted an amendment making
references in the law gender neutral. Thus, “sportsmen” would be
referred to as “hunters.”

The following bills also were passed by the Senate: S.F. 1546
(DeCramer) requiring property being sold within a railroad right-
of-way to be first offered to leaseholders; S.F. 1851 (DeCramer)
allowing Indian Affairs Council to review construction plans for
projects on public lands that also are of significance to Indian
history or religion; S.F. 1641 (DeCramer) improving the system for
registering state vehicles; and S.F. 1612 (Wegscheid) classifying
certain data collected by the Dept. of Commerce as nonpublic.

First night session held

Senators conducted their first night session, Tues., Mar. 4, and
continued work on the Special Orders Calendar. Bills on Special
Orders may be debated and amended before being given a second
and third reading and voted upon for final passage. A total of 24
bills were granted final passage, including a bill requiring trains to

use cabooses, a bill requiring the licensure of home health care
services, a measure barring golf courses from discriminating on
the basis of sex and a bill providing for the recovery of costs and
attorney fees by prevailing parties in civil actions against the state.

S.F. 1848, sponsored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
allows small businesses that win in civil cases or contested case
proceedings involving the state to recover the costs of the cases
from the state. According to Willet, the “Equal Access to Justice
Act” is designed to assure small business owners that they will
have some recourse should they win a case brought by the state
stemming‘from alleged violations of Minnesota’s strict
environmental laws.

S.F. 421, authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer),
requires that certain trains have caboose cars and that the cabooses
be equipped with short-wave radios.

S.F. 1950, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
limits the application of the open space property tax law to
facilities that do not discriminate against women.

S.F. 51, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), establishes
procedures for the licensing of home health care agencies,
provides for a home care bill of rights and establishes a complaint
procedure for home care clients.

Other bills gaining final passage included: S.F. 1823 (Peterson,
RW.) providing for open end loan account arrangements and
modifying permissible finance charges; S.F. 2018 (Willet)
renaming a state historic site and establishing new boundaries; S.F.
1880 (Samuelson) establishing a veterans cemetery; S.F. 1965
(Samuelson) revising the Community Social Services Act and
expanding the responsibilities of county boards; S.F. 1680
(Merriam) providing that Anoka county park ordinances supersede
local ordinances; S.F. 985 (Merriam) clarifying procedures relating
to emergency rules under the Administrative Procedures Act; S.F.
1949 (Merriam) requiring public access restrictions be the same as
lake use restrictions;

S.F. 1810 (Berglin) outlining the conditions requiring monthly
reporting by recipients of aid to families with dependent children;
S.F. 1919 (Berglin) extending the patient’s bill of rights to
individuals receiving out-patient mental health treatment; S.F. 2039
(Berglin) expanding the powers of the attorney general to obtain
information, to investigate and to prosecute for fraud in the
medical assistance program; S.F. 1642 (Waldorf), clarifying
provisions regulating electricians; S.F 1850 (Waldorf) regulating
the fees for state agency services; S.F. 1797 (Adkins) providing for
town powers, permitting certain sales of public property and
providing conditions for contractor’s bonds;

SF. 1441 (Wegscheid) providing for computer services
compliance with long-term sheltered employment program
evaluation criteria and providing for the training and employment
of persons with disabilities; S.F. 1613 (Wegscheid) providing for
the priority of veterinarian’s liens; S.F. 1733 (Wegscheid) clarifying
the exceptions to prohibition against the manufacture of food
from adulterated milk or cream; S.F. 1792 (Chmielewski)
authorizing the Dept. of Military Affairs to purchase certain types of
insurance; S.F. 1793 (Chmielewski) permitting an agreement to
finance construction of a library in McGregor; and S.F. 1643
(Chmielewski) permitting Aitkin County to levy a tax for economic
development purposes.

Editor’s note: At press time no committee or floor session
schedules were available.




SENATE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)
CHAIRMAN: Merriam VICE CHAIRMAN: Davis

OFFICE NO.: G-24 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4157
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Berg DeCramer Lessard Storm
Bernhagen Frederickson Merriam Stumpf
Bertram Gustafson Novak Wegscheid
Dahl Isackson Peterson, C. C. Willet
Davis Laidig Peterson, RW.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE (15)
CHAIRMAN: Solon VICE CHAIRMAN: Freeman
OFFICE NO.: 303 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4158
MEETS: T, Th; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:
Adkins Dahl Laidig Samuelson
Anderson Freeman Luther Solon
Belanger Kroening Peterson, D. C.  Wegscheid
Benson Kronebusch Petty

EDUCATION (21)
CHAIRMAN: Pehler VICE CHAIRMAN: Stumpf
OFFICE NO.: 306 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4185
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:
Anderson Kamrath Olson Reichgott
Dahl Knutson Pehler Stumpf
Davis Langseth Peterson, D. C.  Taylor
Dicklich Mehrkens Peterson, D. L.
Dieterich Merriam Peterson, R. W.
Hughes Nelson Ramstad

EDUCATION AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (14)
CHAIRMAN: Nelson

OFFICE NO.: 301 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4871
MEETS: M, Th; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Dicklich Langseth Olson Peterson, R. W.
Dieterich Mehrkens Pehler Taylor
Hughes Merriam Peterson, D. C.
Knutson Nelson Peterson, D. L.
ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (11)

CHAIRMAN: Hughes VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
OFFICE NO.: 328 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8866
MEETS: W; Room 118; 11:30 2.m.-1:00 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Frederickson Johnson, D. J. Peterson, D. C.  Storm
Hughes Luther Peterson, D. L. Willet
Johnson, D. E. Moe, R. D. Samuelson

EMPLOYMENT (13)
CHAIRMAN: Chmielewski VICE CHAIRMAN: Diessner
OFFICE NO.: 325 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8865
MEETS: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Belanger Diessner Kroening Vega
Brataas Frank Nelson
Chmielewski Frederick Pehler
Dicklich Gustafson Ramstad

ENERGY AND HOUSING (13)
CHAIRMAN: Vega VICE CHAIR: Peterson, D. C.
OFFICE NO.: G-29 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8864
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 118; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Adkins Kamrath Peterson, D. C.  Vega
Anderson Kroening Peterson, D. L.
Frank McQuaid Pogemiller
Freeman Olson Reichgott
FINANCE (25)

CHAIRMAN: Willet VICE CHAIRMAN: Dicklich
OFFICE NO.: 121 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-6436
MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Brataas Kroening Nelson Spear
Dahl Kronebusch Purfeerst Taylor
Dicklich Langseth Ramstad Waldorf
Frederickson Lantry Renneke Willet
Hughes Lessard Samuelson
Johnson, D. E. Luther Schmitz
Knutson Mehrkens Solon

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (13)
CHAIRMAN: Moe, D. M. VICE CHAIRMAN: Wegscheid

OFFICE NO.: 309 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4175
MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Benson Knaak Peterson, C. C.  Wegscheid
Berglin Lantry Pogemiller

Frederickson McQuaid Renneke

Jude Moe, D. M. Spear

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (13)

CHAIR: Berglin VICE CHAIRMAN: Petty
OFFICE NO.: 323 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4151
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Benson Dicklich Lantry Waldorf
Berglin Diessner Moe, D. M.
Brataas Johnson, D. E. Petty
Chmielewski Knutson Solon

JUDICIARY (14)
CHAIRMAN: Spear VICE CHAIR: Reichgott
OFFICE NO.: G-27 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4191
MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Freeman Knaak Petty Sieloff
Johnson, D. E. Luther Pogemiller Spear
Jude Merriam Ramstad
Kamrath Peterson, R. W.  Reichgott

LOCAL AND URBAN GOVERNMENT (13)

CHAIRMAN: Schmitz VICE CHAIR: Adkins
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4150
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Adkins Isackson Reichgott Wegscheid
Bertram Kamrath Renneke
Davis McQuaid Schmitz
Freeman Olson Stumpf

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND STATE REGULATED INDUSTRIES (15)
CHAIRMAN: Dieterich VICE CHAIRMAN: Jude

OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1767
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

DeCramer Isackson Novak Spear
Dieterich Johnson, DJ. Peterson, D. L. Storm
Frank Jude Purfeerst Waldorf
Gustafson Knaak Sieloff

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (27)
CHAIRMAN: Moe, R. D. VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther

OFFICE NO.: 208 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4196
MEETS: On Call
MEMBERS:
Belanger Johnson, D. J. Moe, R. D. Sieloff
Berglin Knutson Nelson Solon
Bernhagen Laidig Pehler Spear
Chmielewski Lessard Peterson, C. C. Taylor
Dieterich Luther Purfeerst Vega
Frederick Merriam Renneke Willet
Hughes Moe, D. M. Schmitz
TAXES AND TAX LAWS (25)
CHAIRMAN: Johnson, D. J. VICE CHAIRMAN: Novak
OFFICE NO.: 205 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4839
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Belanger Davis Merriam Pogemiller
Benson Dieterich Moe, D. M. Sieloff
Berg Frank Novak Stumpf
Berglin Frederick Pehler Vega
Bernhagen Johnson, D. J. Peterson, C. C.
Bertram Jude Peterson, R. W.
Chmielewski Laidig Petty
PROPERTY TAXES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (16)
CHAIRMAN: Peterson, C. C.
ROOM: 205 TELEPHONE NO.: 2964135
MEETS: On Call
MEMBERS:
Belanger Davis Johnson, D. J. Pehler
Berg Dieterich Laidig Peterson, C. C.
Berglin Frank Merriam Peterson, R. W.
» Bernhagen,.. ,  Frederick Novak Petty
TRANSPORTATION (17)
CHAIRMAN: Purfeerst VICE CHAIRMAN: DeCramer
- ROOM: 303 TELEPHONE NO.: 2964186
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Adkins Diessner Lantry Stumpf
Anderson Frederick Mehrkens Vega
Berg Kronebusch Novak
Bernhagen laidig Purfeerst
DeCramer Langseth Schmitz
VETERANS AND GENERAL LEGISLATION (12)
CHAIRMAN: Lessard VICE CHAIRMAN: Bertram
ROOM: 328 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1771
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:
Berg Chmielewski Isackson Samuelson
Bertram DeCramer Kronebusch Schmitz
Brataas Diessner Lessard Storm
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Senate Members— 1986 Session

DIST. PARTY SENATOR PHONE ROOM* DIST. PARTY SENATOR PHONE ROOM*
22 DFL  Adkins, Betty A, 296-5981 235 Cap. 47  DFL  Luther, William P. 296-8869 205 Cap.
12 IR Anderson, Don A. 6455 103 SOB 44 IR McQuaid, Phyllis W 1279 132B SOB
41 IR Belanger, William V., Jr. 5975 107 SOB 26 1R Mehrkens, Lyle G. 8075 127 SOB
32 IR Benson, Duane D. 3903 109 SOB 49 DFL  Merriam, Gene 4154 G-24 Cap.
11 IND  Berg, Charles A. 5094 115 SOB 65 DFL  Moe, Donald M. 4264 309 Cap.
60 DFL  Berglin, Linda 4261 323 Cap. 2 DFL  Moe, Roger D. 2577 208 Cap.
21 IR Bernhagen, John 4131 113 SOB 31 DFL Nelson, Tom A. 4871 301 Cap.
16 DFL  Bertram, Joe 2084 328 Cap. 52 DFL  Novak, Steven G. 4334 203 Cap.
33 IR Brataas, Nancy 4848 139 SOB 43 R Olson, Gen 1282 132C SOB
14 DFL Chmielewski, Florian 4182 325 Cap. 17 DFL Pehler, James C. 4241 306 Cap.
50  DFL  Dahl Gregory L 5003 G-24 Cap. 10  DFL  Peterson, Collin C. 4135 205 Cap.
18 DFL Davis, Charles R. 2302 G-24 Cap. 29 R Peterson, Darrel L. 3988 141 SOB
27 DFL DeCramer, Gary M. 6820 303 Cap. 61 DFL Peterson, Donna C. 4274  G-29 Cap.

5 DFL  Dicklich, Ronald R. 2859 306 Cap. 19 DFL  Peterson, Randolph W, 8018 326 Cap.
56 DFL  Diessner, A. W, “Bill” 8298 325 Cap. 62 DFL  Petty, Eric D. 0760 323 Cap.
63 DFL Dieterich, Neil 8867 235 Cap. 58 DFL Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 7809 G-24 Cap.
51 DFL  Frank, Don 2877 G-28 Cap. 25 DFL  Purfeerst, Clarence M. 4167 303 Cap.
30 IR Frederick, Mel 4123 119 SOB 45 IR Ramstad, Jim 9251 123 SOB
23 IR Frederickson, Dennis R. 8138 143 SOB 46 DFL Reichgott, Ember D. 2889 G-27 Cap.
40 DFL Freeman, Michael O. 9307 303 Cap. 35 IR Renneke, Earl W, 4125 117 SOB

8 IR Gustafson, Jim 4314 132 A SOB 13 DFL Samuelson, Don 4875 121 Cap.
54 DFL Hughes, Jerome M. 4183 328 Cap. 36 DFL Schmitz, Robert J. 7157 235 Cap.
28 IR Isackson, Doran L. 9305 151 SOB 64 IR Sieloff, Ron 4310 135SOB
15 IR Johnson, Dean E. 3826 105 SOB 7 DFL Solon, Sam G. 4188 303 Cap.

6 DFL Johnson, Douglas J. 8881 205 Cap. 59 DFL Spear, Allan H. 4191 G-27 Cap.
48 DFL Jude, Tad 4248 235 Cap. 42 IR Storm, Donald A. 6238 125SOB
20 IR Kamrath, Randy P. 1240 133 SOB 1 DFL  Stumpf, LeRoy A. 8660 306 Cap.
53 1R Knaak, Fritz 1253 149 SOB 24 IR Taylor, Glen 9457 147 SOB
38 IR Knutson, Howard A. 4120 121 SOB 39 DFL  Vega, Conrad M. 4101 G-29 Cap.
57 DFL  Kroening, Carl W. 4302 G-24 Cap. 66 ~ DFL  Waldorf, Gene 3809 G-24 Cap.
34 IR Kronebusch, Patricia Louise 1945 153 SOB 37 DFL Wegscheid, Darril 8091 309 Cap.
55 IR Laidig, Gary W. 4351 145SOB 4 DFL  Willet, Gerald L. 4147 121 Cap.
9 DFL Langseth, Keith 3205 G-24 Cap.
67 DFL  lLantry, Marilyn M. 8017 G-24 Cap.

3 DFL Lessard, Bob 4136 328 Cap. *Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Omnibus finance bill okayed

The Senate granted final passage to the omnibus finance bill
after six hours of arduous debate on Friday, March 7. The bill, H.F.
2009, outlines the Senate solution to the projected budget shortfall
of $756 million by cutting spending and budgetary transfers.

The Senate approved an amendment proposed by Sen. Phyllis
McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park) to cancel a $3 million transfer from
the metropolitan landfill contingency fund to the general fund.
The landfill fund contains dedicated money obtained from a
landfill surcharge on all metropolitan areas, and should not be
“raided” to contribute to the general fund, said Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids). Under the amendment, all state agencies will
share the burden of absorbing the $3 million.

Another amendment adopted by the Senate changed language
requiring that the commissioner of the Dept. of Labor and Industry
buy back vests for voluntary use by state employees to language
merely allowing him to purchase the vests.

A new article regarding the World Trade Center Board was also
amended onto the bill. The amendment creates a board to
promote the growth of international trade in Minnesota. The
board’s fee-gathering process will not be under the supervision of
the commissioner of finance.

Differences in the Senate spending bill and the House version
will be ironed out in conference committee.

Senate passes tax bill

The Senate passed a tax bill that will make up a state revenue
shortfall by implementing tougher delinquent tax collection
programs and shifting $100.3 million of school aid payments to the
next biennium. Senators passed H.F. 1815, sponsored by Sen.
Douglas J. Johnson (DFL-Cook), by a vote of 34-27 Thursday night.

The bill raises about $204 million to help make up the projected
$734 million state budget deficit. The postponement of school aid
payments would save the state $91 million. By increasing efforts to
collect past due taxes from delinquent tax payers the state could
raise another $31 million. The bill also delays the transfer of $81
million in motor vehicle excise taxes from the general fund to the
highway fund. The proposal also increases property tax relief by
five percent in 1987. The bill does not increase property taxes or
require cuts in state education.

Omnibus ag bill to conference

A bill containing several proposed farm relief measures passed
the Senate Friday, March 7, and was sent to a conference
committee. The Senate measure, H.F. 1599, spends about $47.5
million to aid Minnesota’s troubled farmers.

The bulk of the expenditure, $40 million, would be used to
guarantee $200 million in revenue bonds to provide debt
restructuring and low-interest loans to farmers who have
attempted to mediate agreements on possible debt repayment
plans. Another $4 million is appropriated to continue the interest
buy-down program. And, $1 million would be used to increase
project support programs provided through the Agricultural
Extension Service.

One article contained in the bill gives lenders who provide
credit to help farmers plant their crops or raise livestock a priority
lien in the proceeds of the product. The provisions also
establishes a landlord lien, which would also take priority over
other security interests.
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The bill also contains the farm mediation bill, whmn passed the
Senate eatlier this session. The measure mandates mediation
between farmers and lenders in the case of foreclosure and
establishes voluntary mediation procedures.

Among the other provisions, the proposal creates a procedure a
lender must go through before collecting on a deficiency
judgement. It also limits the judgments allowed to the difference
between the amount the farmer still owes and the fair market
value of the land. Furthermore, the proposal eases the land
ownership exemption restricting farmers from receiving AFDC
payments.

The bill’s chief author, Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), said
the measure aims at helping those farmers whose operations are
salvageable. “Those are the people that this bill is for and those
are the people who will benefit [from the bill],” he added.

Unemployment comp bill passed

The Omnibus Unemployment Compensation bill was narrowly
approved 34-33, at the evening session Tuesday, March 11. The
bill, S.F. 2114 authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon Lake), originally contained language closely paralleling
recommendations made by the Governor’s Task Force on
Unemployment Compensation. However, most of the debate on
the measure was focused on a “strike everything” amendment
offered by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley). The
amendment, which had the effect of substituting an entirely
different bill for the original language, was hotly debated before
being adopted 34-33.

Under the bill as .yassed by the Senate, the unemployment
compensation insurance fund deficit would be balanced by a
combination of cuts to benefit increases for unemployed workers
and a freeze on maximum weekly benefits. The measure also
alters the number of weeks a worker would have to be employed
to be qualified for unemployment compensation. In arguing for
the bill Wegscheid said that “The bill was primarily an attempt to
make the legislature responsive to the problems of the
unemployment compensation fund.” The bill cuts benefits by $292
million through 1990 and reduces employers’ payroll taxes by
about $84 million over the next five years.

Differences between the Senate bill and a House of
Representatives version will be worked out in conference
committee,

Bloomington development incentives cut

A proposal providing tax incentives to allow Bloomington to
develop the old metropolitan stadium site won the tax
committee’s approval Tuesday, March 11, but not before a major
development tool was removed from the bill. The bill, S.F. 1968,
contained a provision exempting property taxes from the
development from being place in the fiscal disparaties pool. That
exemption was intended to free between $30 and $60 million for
highway improvements near the site.

The proposal’s author, Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield),
said funding for highway improvements is key to developing the
site. But committee members disliked establishing an exemption
to the fiscal disparaties law, which shares extra property tax
revenue gained from development with other cities within the
metropolitan area.

As the bill passed the committee, the city could impose taxes on
sales at stores within the new development, liquor and lodging.




Committee Capsule

Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Committee requests elk move

The Dept. of Administration could hire any individual, business
or state agency other than the Dept. of Natural Resources to move
the elk near Grygla to another part of the state, according to a
proposal advanced Sat., Mar. 8, by the committee. That provision,
submitted by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), gives the
department $10,000 to offer in the contract.

Stumpf’s proposal was added to a bill, sponsored by Chairman
Gene Merriam, allowing the DNR to authorize hunting to reduce
and control the herd. But Merriam’s proposal was also amended to
permit elk to be hunted in areas away from the cities of Grygla and
Gatzke.

" last year, the Legislature enacted a law telling the DNR to move
the elk in the northwestern part of the state because the animals
were damaging crops. The DNR moved about five elk to the Red
Lake Indian Reservation—four escaped and one died. Another bull
elk drowned in a swamp after it was tranquilized. About 34
animals still graze in the area.

The animals would be moved to areas where they are wanted.
Pine County has already expressed interest in quartering the
animals, Stumpf explained.

The DNR could authorize a hunting season on mourning doves
and a season on crows, under another proposal advanced Saturday.
The bill, S.F. 1892, originally permitted crows to be hunted, but
Sen. Charles Berg (IND-Chokio) amended the measure to include
mourning doves. The measure, S.F. 1892, is carried by Sen. Robert
Lessard (DFL-Int.’l Falls).

The committee also advanced a bill allowing cities to keep a
portion of the fees collected for cross country ski licenses.
Sponsored by Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL -Hibbing), the cities would
use the money for cross country ski trail maintenance and
development. A city would keep about one dollar and fifty cents of
the five dollar annual fee.

Other bills gaining final approval include: S.F. 2014 (Merriam)
allowing the DNR to designate, upon petition, more than 13 lakes
as migratory waterfowl feeding or resting areas; S.F. 1834
(Bertram) clarifying the definition of “milk,” “skim milk” and
“low-fat” milk; S.F. 2153 (Peterson, C.C.) allowing the Agriculture
Resource Loan Guaranty Board to participate in loans; S.F. 2064
(Davis) establishing a windbreak management program; S.F. 1967
(Stumpf) regulating persons who produce paddy-grown wild rice
and providing production areas for wild rice farmers; and SF. 1945
(Merriam) requiring that mosquito management strategies are
environmentally safe.

Education

Governor’s appointments approved

Members of the Education Committee, chaired by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), met for the last time this session Mon.,
Mar. 10, and approved a number of gubernatorial appointments.
The appointments of Julia E. Templin, Douglas D. Knowlton and
John O’Connor to the State Board of Vocational Technical
Education were all approved. The appointments of Elizabeth A
Pegues and Bernard Alvin Miller to the State University Board were
also endorsed. The State Board for Community Colleges
appointees, Pierre Mattei and Jame B. Collier, gained committee
approval. The apointees to the Minnesota Higher Education
Coordinating Board, Mona J. Hintzman and Thomas Auth, were
approved. Dr. Erling O. Johnson and James Hoese were approved
for appointment to the State Board of Education. The appointment
of John Amundson to the Minnesota Higher Education Facilities

Authority was also approved. Finally, the appointment of Carl A.
Swenson to the Council on Quality Education was endorsed by the
committee.

Elections and Ethics

Professors report on unicameral Legislature

The committee listened to a presentation of the Hubert H.
Humphrey Institute’s study of a unicameral Legislature. The
researchers, Professor Craig Grau and Professor Dale Olsen,
reported their findings but did not make any recommendations.

Finance

Panel approves bills

The Finance Committee, chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-
Park Rapids), approved a number of bills during its Mon., Mar. 10,
meeting.

H.F. 450, authored by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood)
establishes a children’s trust fund for the prevention of child
abuse. Some of the money for the fund will be obtained from a
new $2 surcharge for each certified copy of a birth certificate.

The committee also approved S.F. 631, the firefighter’s right to
know bill, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).
The bill mandates some businesses’ compliance if a local fire
department requests a report regarding hazardous substances
involved in the business operation. The bill re-allocates $15,000
from the State Board of Vocational-Technical Education to the
Dept. of Public Safety to cover the cost of the forms that business
owners will complete.

S.F. 1990, authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), also
won the committee’s approval. The bill requires increased
insurance coverage for people convicted of certain alcohol-and
drug-related crimes upon reinstatement of the person’s driver’s
license. The bill also mandates that the person must provide the
commissioner of public safety with proof of his insurance before
reinstatement,

The committee also approved S.F. 2222 (Bertram) setting a
uniform instructional subsidy of up to fifty cents per hour per
student for Area Vocational-Technical Institutes’ firefighting
programs; S.F. 1868 (Pogemiller) relating to school breakfast
programs; S.F. 1703 (Wegscheid) setting a fee floor of $15 for
inspection of some vending machines; S.F. 1959 (Merriam) the
family farm security act, authorizing the issuance of general
obligation bonds to finance certain payments to be made by the
state on family farm loan guarantees; S.F. 1814 (Berglin)
establishing a task force on long-term care health planning and
requiring the commissioner of health to monitor transitional care;
S.F. 2115 (Schmitz) permitting the sale of the old Shakopee
correctional facility; S.F. 164 (Dahl) appropriating money to pay
claims against the state; and S.F. 1744 (Pehler) authorizing special
license plates for former prisoners of war and Vietnam veterans.

Five bills okayed by panel

The Finance Committee approved five bills and struck three
from their agenda Tues., Mar. 11. The stricken bills relate to bond
deposit refunds to counties.

S.F. 1978, authored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton),
establishes a separate account as a state water pollution control
revolving loan account. Any federal money authorized for loans
under the federal Water Pollution Control Act will be deposited in
the account. The committee, chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-
Park Rapids), approved the bill after striking the appropriations
clause.




The committee also approved S.F. 2015 and S.F. 2060, both
authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids). S.F. 2015
relates to the wild rice license fees, and S.F. 2060 appropriates
$30,000 from the general fund to contract for elk removal and to
reimburse the nongame wildlife account for elk removal costs.

S.F. 2151, authored by Sen Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
which increases regulation of chiropractors, establishes a residency
program for them, and raises their annual licensing fees, was also
approved.

S.F. 1732, sponsored by Merriam, relating to joint custody of
children, was approved after some appropriations clauses were
deleted.

Governmental Operations
Pension bills approved

Members of the Governmental Operations Committee, chaired
by Sen. Don Moe (DFL:St. Paul), met for the last time this session
Fri., Mar. 7, and approved two pension bills. S.F. 707, authored by
Moe, contains the language of several other pension bills. Among
the provisions included in the bill are sections providing for
health care benefits to older retirees of the Minneapolis Teachers
fund who do not qualify for Medicare; including the director of
the State Council on Vocational Education in the MSRS
Unclassified plan; changing the eligibility requirements for the
surviving spouse benefit for MSRS, PERA, PERA Police and Fire and’
TRA from age 55 with 10 years service to age 50 with 10 years
service and allowing the surviving spouse to begin receiving the
benefit when the member would have turned 55; and providing
for payment of the 25 percent increase granted to pre-73 retirees
in 1973-74 to pre-73 retirees who deferred retirement until after
June 30, 1973. Several provisions relating to unclassified
unemployees and the Minnesota State Retirement System were not
adopted and thus, not included in the bill.

The second measure, H.F. 229, also sponsored by Moe, includes
a number of sections dealing with local pension matters relating to
a specific individual. In addition, the bill allows any member of
MSRS, PERA, TRA, or the first-class city teacher funds who qualify
for the Rule of 85 within the present window period, to continue
work through June 30, 1987. Sections of the bill which would have
repealed the actuarial reduction from age 65 or from age 62 if an
individual had at least 30 years of service and chose early
retirement were deleted from the bill. Finally, a section repealsing
the Rule of 90 within PERA was also deleted. Both bills were
approved and sent to the Senate floor.

Health and Human Services
Pet protection bill defeated

Pets in Minnesota’s Animal Shelters would have received
protection under a bill which was defeated by the committee Fri.,
March 7. S.F. 1080 would have prohibited pound operators from
also acting as dealers providing animals to laboratories for
research purposes. It also stated that no facility could receive more
money for selling animals for research than it could get from an
owner redeeming a pet. The bill, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), also would have required dealers with dogs and cats in
their custody to permit public 1nspect10n at least four hours per
day, five days a week.

Judiciary
Penalties for drug dealers increased

Tougher penalties for persons convicted of drug dealing were
approved by members of the Judiciary Committee Fri., Mar. 7. The
new penalties were the result of an amendment, offered by

Committee Chair Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), and were adopted in
order to replace language in the bill calling for mandatory
minimum sentences for drug dealers. The bill, HF. 654, carried by
Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove) had also originally called for
mandatory minimum sentences for persons convicted of burglary
of a dwelling or a pharmacy, but that language was dropped when
the Spear amendment was adopted. Spear argued, successfully,
that the amendment would track more closely with the established
sentencing guidelines, that the penalties would be more severe,
and that the bill would require sentences for dealers of more types
of drugs. Under the bill, a first conviction for dealing drugs would
result in imprisonment for up to 20 years and/or a fine of up to
$60,000. A second conviction would be punishable by
imprisonment of not less than two years or more than 30 years
and/or a fine of up to $100,000. The measure was further
amended, however, by a provision offered by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-
St. Paul) to require a mandatory six month sentence for persons
convicted of burglary of an occupied dwelling,

Committee members also approved an amendment, also offered
by Spear, which would establish a multiple prescription system for
monitoring the prescriptions of Schedule 1I controlled substances.
Under the amendment, doctors are required to to use official
prescription blanks, distributed by the state, when prescribing
Schedule II drugs. One copy of the tri-partate form is then sent to
the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension in order to identify possible
cases of inappropriate practices involving Schedule 1I controlled
substances.

A third major amendment was also adopted. The amendment,
offered by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), places a tax on
marijuana and controlled substances, by requiring the use of a
stamp purchased from the Revenue Department.

Finally, Senators adopted amendments incorporating portions of
the juvenile justice bill dealing with d1sposgnon plans and
disposition orders.

In other action, committee members acted on several additional
bills. H.F. 1978, carried by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
limits the conditions under which felony charges brought for
depriving another of custodial or parental rights may be dismissed.
H.F. 2012, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope),
increases the penalties for soliciting or inducing an individual
under the age of 13 to practice prostitution and authorizes
counties to develop outreach programs to aid juvenile prostitutes.
S.E. 1727, authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
dealing with local recreation area tort liability, was amended to
include all the language of the omnibus insurance bill in order to
avoid a procedural problem with the transmission of bills between
the House and Senate. Finally, the committee approved S.F. 1770,
authored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield). The measure
originally provided for the creation of a presumption that property
acquired during the course of certain crimes are “proceeds” for
purposes of the forfeiture law. The bill was also amended to
include other portions of the juvenile justice bill.

Gubernatorial appointments okayed

Members of Judiciary Committee met for the last time this
session, Wed., Mar. 12, and approved the governor’s appointments
to the Board on Judicial Standards and the Hazardous Substance
Injury Compensation Board. The appointments of Ruth Plotnicky
and Lawrence D. Cohen to the Board on Judicial Standards were
approved as were the appointments of Corrin John Hodgson,
Richard A. Mergens, David R. Miller, Byron E. Starns and Constance
N. Pries to the Hazardous Substance Injury Compensation Board.




Public Utilities and State
Regulated Industries

Bill addresses cogeneration dispute

The committee approved a proposal Wed., Mar. 12, enabling the
Public Utilities Commission to resolve a dispute between NSP and
Hennepin County concerning the amount the utility must pay the
county for energy that will be generated from a solid waste
cogenerator plant. The bill originally intervened in the dispute by
setting contract conditions, but an amendment by Sen. Greg Dahl
(DFL-Coon Rapids) left the issue up to the commission.

If Hennepin County fails to negotiate a contract by November,
1986, it will lose its authority to levy obligation bonds to fund
building the facility. Dahl’s amendment requires the PUC to
resolve the dispute within 120 days if a petition is filed by April 1,
1986.

The bill, S.F. 2246, is sponsored by Dahl.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Taconite industry gains tax breaks

A bill providing future tax incentives to aid Minnesota’s taconite
industry won committee approval Fri., Mar. 7. Under the proposal,
S.F. 2280, the industry would receive $8 million in tax breaks in
FY. ‘88 and another $8.6 million in FY. ‘89.

Chairman Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), sponsor of the
measure, said the bill delays the tax breaks to avoid incurring state
costs this biennium. The proposal reduces the industry’s
occupation and production tax rates and cuts the tax rate on
taconite railroad earnings.

Johnson said he is hopeful that some of Minnesota’s plants will
become competitive in the world market, “We think [the
measure] is really going to help,” he added.

The bill’s co-author, Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), said the
proposal would “help our industry and our area to survive so we
can build on it in the future.”

A bill providing a new approach for siting a hazardous waste
“stabilization and containment” facility in Minnesota also
advanced Friday. The bill, S.F. 1952, sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), permits the Waste Management
Board (WMB) to enter into contracts with counties volunteering to
quarter the facility.

Counties offering sites that are suitable for the facility would
receive a $50,000 annual increase in local government aids. If a
contract is agreed upon, the county would get $150,000 per year
for two years in additional local government aids plus the benefits
contained in the contract.

The committee also okayed a bill making several changes to the
state’s charitable gambling laws. The proposal, S.F. 2026,
sponsored by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), exempts
organization not licensed by the board from the state sales tax;
permits gambling proceeds to pay for specified costs, such as legal
fees, accounting services, and gambling insurance fees; exempts
from regulation organizations conducting only one gambling
event a year; and creates a tax amnesty program for charitable
organizations who have not paid due taxes.

The following bills also gained approval: S.F. 2054 (Dahl)
exempting sales conducted through school fund raisers from the
sales tax; S.F. 2127 (Renneke) establishing bond and levy
exemptions for Cologne; S.F. 2150 (Wegscheid) authorizing
issuance of $15 million in general obligation bonds by Dakota
County upon a vote of the county board; S.F. 2205 (Diessner)
allowing Washington County to enter into joint owners
agreements with cities and towns for providing water facilities and
to issue bonds to finance the systems; S.F. 2105 (Peterson, RW.)
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allowing Cambridge and Lindstrom to establish special service
districts; S.F. 1515 (Novak) permitting the issuance of bonds for
the construction of library buildings in Ramsey County; S.F. 1584
(Peterson, C.C.) exempting non-resident entertainers from paying
income tax; and S.F. 2256 (Pogemiller) requiring local
governments to provide notification of tax liability being assumed
by lessees of public property.

Bill taxes drug dealers

The committee passed a bill Tues., Mar. 11, strengthening
penalties for drug dealing. The intent of the measure is to
establishing economic disincentives for drug trafficking by
imposing a tax on the sale of substance and creating further
penalties for failing to pay the tax.

The bill, H.F. 654, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove), imposes a tax of $3.50 on each gram of marijuana sold; a
tax of $200 on each gram of a controlled substance sold; and a tax
of $2,000 for the sale of every 50 dosages of a controlled substance
that is not sold by weight.

Veterans and General Legislation

Bills propose memorials

A memorial to Native Americans would be placed on the capitol
grounds, according to a bill approved Fri., Mar. 7, by the
committee. The measure, H.F. 1599, requires the Historical Society
to develop a plan for selecting the memorial’s design.

The bill permits the Historical Society to solicit design proposals
and offer a prize for the best idea. The bill, H.F. 1599, is sponsored
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer).

A flag honoring persons who are missing in action or are
prisoners of war would be flown over the north wing of the
Capitol building, according to a second proposal advanced Friday.
The bill, S.F. 2235, is sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon Lake).

During their Wed., Mar. 12, meeting, the committee approved
the appointments of Carol Ann MacKay, Dee Knaak and Allegra W.
Parker to the State Board of the Arts.

Thursday, March 6
Senate defeats interstate banking bill

The Senate rejected a bill that would allow Minnesota’s banks to
expand within a 15-state region and permit banks from those
states to enter Minnesota’s market. The interstate banking bill, H.F.
671, fell short by one vote of the 34 votes needed to gain final
passage

Bill author Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.) said the purpose of the
proposal was to allow Minnesota to expand as a major financial
center in the country. The measure would also bring capital into
the state and increase competition between banks, according to
Petty.

Before defeating the bill, the Senate adopted Petty’s consumer
protection amendment. The amendment would require banks
owned by interstate holding companies to cash welfare checks and
provide free checking for low-income people.

A second amendment was approved which would protect
Minnesota’s banks and bank holding companies from hostile
takeovers.

Friday, March 7
Bills on the consent calendar passed

The Senate granted final approval to bills on the Consent
_Calendar before discussing the Omnibus Finance Bill during the
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Fri., Mar. 7, floor session. Bills approved on the calendar included
S.F. 2035 (Laidig) which exempts certain collector military vehicles
from displaying license plates under certain conditions; and S.F.
1886 (Moe) authorizing the establishment of a detached banking
facility in Moorhead by a state bank located outside of Moorhead.
The Senate also approved a motion proposed by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth) to remove H.F. 2294 from the calendar and place it
on General Orders.

Monday, March 10
Special Orders Calendar bills approved

Members of the Senate spent more than six hours Mon., Mar. 10,
debating numerous bills on the Special Orders Calendar. A total of
32 bills gained final passage and debate began on several
additional bills.

Perhaps the most controversial measure under discussion was
the bill authorizing the Minneapolis Convention Center. The bill,
S.F. 1671, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), authorizes
the city of Minneapolis to impose a city-wide sales tax of one-half
percent, a sales tax of up to three percent on downtown
restaurants, a three percent on-sale downtown liquor tax, and a
three percent lodging tax on hotels and motels with more than 50
rooms. According to Berglin, the new convention center will
create 4,000 new permanent jobs and 3,600 construction jobs.
Further, Berglin stated that the bill required no state appropriation.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), placed a
cap of $118 million on the construction of the convention center
and specified that the city-wide sales tax would only be imposed
as a last resort. Petty argued that the $118 million cap on the
project would be an incentive to keep costs down by rennovating
the current convention hall. Berglin, argued that the $118 million
figure did not include the necessary costs of land acquisition,
parking and skyway construction. The Petty amendment was
adopted and Berglin post-poned final action on the measure.

The bills gaining final passage were nearly all approved on
unanimous votes. Those bills included: S.F. 2090 (Adkins)
continuing the recodification of statutes relating to counties,
clarifying county commissioner conflict of interest provisions and
providing for a method for consolidating the offices of county
auditor and county treasurer; S.F. 1580 (Berglin) requiring the
adoption of the 1985 Life Safety Code standard for intermediate
care facilities for the mentally retarded; S.F. 1704 (Berglin)
authorizing the city of Minneapolis and Hennepin County to
merge registration districts for vital statistics and allowing
Hennepin County to create a Housing and Redevelopment
Authority; S.F. 1707 (Berglin) providing for an annual resource
directory on services for individuals with brain impairment and
providing for the maintenance of data on organ transplant
operations; S.F. 871 (Pehler) authorizing the Dept. of Health to
inspect certain businesses in order to determine the presence of
hazardous materials;

S.F. 1735 (Pehler) increasing the sum payable to a surviving
spouse by affidavit to $10,000 and increasing the value of a probate
estate allowed for collection by affidavit; S.F. 2082 (Pehler)
excluding “latch key” programs offered by a St. Cloud Boys Club
and Girls Club from day-care licensure; S.F. 1789 (Peterson, D.C.)
permitting city councils to set the compensation of board
members and secretaries and providing that certain positions in
the city of Minneapolis be transferred from the classified to the
unclassified civil service; S.F. 1801 (Peterson, D.C.) providing for
in-camera hearings on certain evidentiary issues in criminal sexual
conduct cases; S.F. 1808 (Peterson, D.C.) regulating grants to area
labor-management committees; S.F. 1940 (Dicklich) regulating
payment of severance pay;

S.F. 1581 (Berglin) establishing requirements for the regulation
of child day care, establishing a substantial compliance standard
priority for cities and towns under a specific population,
prohibiting local governments from establishing special fire codes
for small family day care homes and limiting the liability of
municipalities for day-care licensing activities; S.F. 2086 (Johnson,
DJ.) allowing a family in St. Louis County to repurchase a small
parcel of tax forfeited land; S.F. 1974 (Merriam) providing for the
exclusion of the homestead from the augmented estate in probate
proceedings and requiring the “prudent man” standard to be
applicable in trustee relationships; H.F. 1800 (Peterson, C.C.)
authorizing a nine county joint powers agteement for a garbage
incineration plant in Fergus Falls; S.F. 2159 (Peterson, C.C.)
declaring that the citizens of Minnesota disapprove of a nuclear
waste depository in the state and providing for a moratorium on
new nuclear power plants; S.F. 2161 (Dicklich) amending the
Employees’ Right to Know Act by permitting qualified employees
to recieve training in the handling of hazardous materials; S.F.
2016 (Petty) adopting the Uniform Trade Secrects Act; S.F. 2094
(Petty) providing for succession of fiduciary capacity in mergers or
consolidations of non-profit corporations and clarifying the
authority for separate entities to hold church employee benefit
plans.

S.F. 1909 (Hughes) clarifying that private proprietary schools
may provides specific placement information and modifying the
expiration time for soliciter's permits; S.F. 2204 (Bertram)
authorizing ISD 750, Cold Spring, to make an equal levy for debt
service over the next five years; S.F. 1852 (Berglin) changing
procedures for dealing with pioneer and Indian burial sites and
making it a felony to unlawfully remove remains; S.F. 1619 (Spear)
providing a cause of action for civil suits by patients or ex-patients
for sexual exploitation by psychotherapists; S.F. 1196 (Spear)
establishing a child care resource and referral program; H.F. 1807
(Langseth) providing for the coordination of various development
authorities in the city of Moorhead and Clay County and
exempting the chief of police and the deputy chief of police from
the civil service; S.F. 1730 (Spear) modifying the conditions under
which a merchant may justifiably detain a shop lifting suspect; S.F.
1879 (Spear) allowing municipalities to issue temporay off-sale
licenses for auctions offerring rare and vintage wines; S.F. 1942
(Spear) establishing a standard for best interest of the ward or
conservatee in guardianship and conservator proceedings and
requiring the court to make findings regarding the best interest;
S.F. 1884 (Lantry) requiring companies to give notice to tenants
before applying rodenticides; S.F. 2111 (Lantry) providing for the
creation of a Labor Interpretive Center by the Historical Society;
S.F. 1962 (Novak) changing the payment date for taxes on certain
manufactured homes; S.F. 2160 (Willet) requiring that the sum
payable on an abandoned warrant issued by a county be deposited
in the issuing county’s general fund; and H.F. 2265 (Merriam)
providing for the membership, terms, and filling of vacancies on
the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee.

Banking bill changed, passed

The proposed regional banking bill, H.F. 671, won the necessary
34 votes for passage Monday evening after it was changed to allow
interstate banking only within five states. Under the new proposal,
offered by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), interstate banking would be
permitted in Wisconsin, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota and
Minnesota.

Petty’s proposal, which would have established regional banking
within 16 states, failed last week by one vote. Petty offered the
revised proposal, saying, “The theory behind this amendment is to
walk before you run.”
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However, Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) found no
improvement in the change. “The losers will be Minnesota
consumers, farmers and small business people,” he said. Kroening
claimed the bill would allow out-of-state banks to acquire
Minnesota deposits without providing new benefits to the
depositors. “The bill provides no benefits to anyone except banks
that want to acquire other banks and banks that want to sell out,”
he said.

Sen. Ron Sieloff argued that the bill would force banks to reduce
interest rates and provide better services. “We cannot build
barriers to commerce from the world and from other states,” he
said.

On a 32-32 vote, the Senate defeated a bill establishing a milk
stabilization board, which would set minimum milk prices for
dairy farmers. Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL Detroit Lakes), sponsor of
S.F. 1595, said the bill would insure that dairy farmers receive a fair
price for their product. But Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul)
claimed the bill would hurt consumers because milk prices would
rise. The provision also was removed last Friday from the omnibus
agricultural bill.

The following bills passed the Senate Monday evening: S.F. 1963
(Novak) modifying the cost allocation system of the metropolitan
waste control commission; S.F. 2057 (Wegscheid) allowing
municipalities to enter into repurchase and reverse repurchase
agreements with qualified dealers; S.F. 1701 (Wegscheid) allowing
townships to take care of cemeteries; S.F. 2079 (Pogemiller)
creating a service for the blind and visually handicapped within
the Dept. of Jobs and Training; S.F. 1698 (Stumpf) modifying
circumstances justifying detention of suspects in business
establishments; S.F. 2233 (Stumpf) adding post-secondary
vocational technical education representation on the ESV
computer and UFARS advisory councils; S.F. 1897 (Peterson, RW.)
allowing a person 20 days to remove a case from conciliation
court; S.F. 1980 (Peterson, RW.) providing for exhaustion of
benefits from other programs before payment of adoption
subsidies.

Other bills winning final approval include: S.F. 2087 (Peterson,
RW.) specifying the prosecuting attorney for certain offenses; S.F.
1774 (Peterson, D.C.) providing for inspections of certain state
facilities; S.F. 1839 (Hughes) recodifying and clarifying laws on
election contests; and S.F. 2069 (Hughes) providing for
postponement of precinct caucuses in case of bad weather.

Tuesday, March 11

Insurance bill passed

After extensive debate and numerous attempts to amend, the
Senate granted final passage to an omnibus insurance bill package
which addresses the current availability and affordability crisis in
liability insurance. Senators discussed the bill for five hours during
the day until the author, Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park)
moved to lay H.F. 1950 on the table.

The bill establishes a Joint Underwriting Association (JUA),
strengthens regulations on the insurance industry and provides
tort reform. :

Against the author’s wishes, the amendments were placed on
the bill limiting non-economic damage awards in general liability
lawsuits and eliminating sections providing for joint and several
liability.

Senator Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley) was unsuccessful
in an attempt to delete a major provision of the bill establishing
the Joint Underwriting Association. He argued that the bill was
unfair to insurance companies because it could be interpreted to
mean that anyone who thinks his insurance is too expensive could
turn to a JUA for coverage.

Luther laid the bill on the table after Senators adopted the
amendment to eliminate joint and several liability provisions from
the bill.

The omnibus insurance bill was brought before the Senate again
late Tuesday night. Luther successfully removed earlier
amendments regarding joint and several liability and placing a
$500,000 cap on awards. Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro)
successfully amended the bill to require that an Administrative Law
Judge make findings that a Joint Underwriting Association is
necessary before a JUA could be established. The bill gained final
passage on a vote of 59-8.

In other action, the Senate granted final passage to several
additional bills: S.F. 1721 (Berglin) providing for health and dental
coverage to be included as child support and regulating
withholding for purposes of child support; S.F. 1975 (Reichgott)
modifying venue in actions to recover possession of personal
property; S.F. 1912 (Knaak) authorizing the city of Vadnais Heights
to issue five additional on-sale liquor licenses and allowing a
consession at the Mayo Civic Center to have an on-sale liquor
license; S.F. 1961 (Peterson, RW.) making various changes and
clarifications on the data practices laws; S.F. 2178 (Davis)
restricting the disposal of nuclear waste in Minnesota; H.F. 2317
(Anderson) providing for the resignation of registered agents of
foreign corporations; and S.F. 2186 (Novak) clarifying language
relating to underground storage tanks. The Senate also granted
concurrance and repassage to S.F. 1848, the Equal Access to Justice
bill. The measure, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park
Rapids), allows small businesses that prevail in actions involving
the state to recover court costs. The Senate also approved the
gubernatorial appointments listed on the Senate Confirmation
Calendar.

Wednesday, March 12
Stealing pets for research forbidden

Anyone stealing a dog or cat for use in research could be
charged with a gross misdemeanor penalty, under a bill passed by
the Senate Wednesday. Currently, the penalty for stealing a dog or
cat, for any reason, is a misdemeanor.

The proposal, S.F. 1711, sponsored by Sen. Bill Diessner (DFL-
Afton), also requires licensure for persons who provide live dogs
or cats to institutions for research, and facilities keeping cats
would be licensed as a kennel. A kennel or a dealer would lose
the license if found guilty of providing a stolen cat or dog for
research.

The Senate defeated an amendment offered by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids) that would have only allowed dogs or
cats to be used for research if they had been raised for that
purpose.

On a 27-33 vote, the Senate rejected S.F. 2029, which reduces ]
the State High School League’s authority over non-school activities
and establishes a due process for persons who desire to appeal a
league decision. Chief author Gene Merriam said the bill leaves
the responsibility of regulating non-school activities with the
parent. But others said the league’s regulatory power de-
emphasizes student specialization in one spott or activity. The
measure would “make our education system a training ground for )
professional athletes,” argued Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing). |

The following bills passed the Senate Wednesday: S.F. 2243
(Bertram) forbidding local ordinances requiring stairways to be
enclosed in buildings, requiring local governments to consider
before enacting housing ordinances the impact on housing |
affordability, and requiring landlords to maintain a temperature of ’
at least 65 degrees in their rental units; S.F. 912 (Berglin) creating




a consolidated chemical dependency fund; S.F. 1849 (Dahl)
transferring from Hennepin County the authority to manage a park
in Anoka to the Anoka County Board; S.F. 2206 (Peterson, C.C.)
allowing refunds of sales tax paid on agricultural electricity; S.F.
1832 (Dicklich) allowing towns to keep a portion of fees paid for
cross country ski license; S.F. 2196 (Pehler) establishing a new
qualification for designating a redevelopment district for tax
increment financing; H.F. 2324 (Nelson) permitting a school
board to transfer money from the debt redemption fund and
allowing modifications in the levy for debt service for some school
districts; S.F. 1931 (Diessner) regulating work activities of
handicapped persons in state facilities; and S.F. 1945 (Merriam)
requiring that mosquito research only be conducted if ecologically
sound.

Final passage granted to bills

The Senate gave more than 30 bills final passage during the
Wed., Mar. 12, floor session. Many were local, noncontroversial
bills, but approval was also granted to the convention center bill,
the statutory gender neutrality bill, and the public utilities
commission bill.

S.F. 1671, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
authorizes the city of Minneapolis to build a convention center.
Under the bill, Minneapolis may impose an additional sales tax of
up to one-half of one percent on some sales within the city, and
on some uses of property within the city. An amendment
excluding the purchase and improvemet of land for the center
from a $118 million construction cap was adopted, paving the way
for the bill’s final passage.

Also approved by the Senate was S.F. 1869, authored by Sen.
Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), which changes the powers of the
chair of the public utilities commission. The bill prohibits anyone
who has been a member of the commission to accept
employment with a utility within one year of leaving the
commission. Also, anyone who has been an employee of a
company subject to rate regulation by the commission within the
year preceding appointment is ineligible for appointment.

H.F. 1824, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope),
adopts a gender neutral revision of Minnesota Statutes. Gender
specific nouns and pronouns in statutes imply discrimination and
send the wrong message to citizens, Reichgott said.

The Senate also gave final approval to S.F. 2279 (Jude) allowing
people to cancel contributions they have pledged to certain non
profit adoption corporations; S.F. 1928 (Jude) allowing Brooklyn
Park to establish a Port Authority Commission; S.F. 1993 (Jude)
correcting parts of Minnesota Statutes; S.F. 2078 (Solon)
authorizing and regulating the use of nonprofit risk
indemnification trusts; S.F. 2245 (Peterson, D.C.) providing for the
use of certain optical scan electronic voting systems; S.F 1842
(Frank) requiring certain information on petition for judicial
review of license revocation determination; H.F, 1664 (Schmitz)
regulating some contracts for the purchase of fuel by a
municipality; HF. 1860 (Diessner) permitting the metropolitan
mosquito control commission to issue certificates of indebtedness;
HF. 1871 (Bertram) providing for compensation payment to
certain patients and residents of state institutions; H.F. 1806 (Petty)
authorizing state banks and credit unions to offer self-directed
individual retirement accounts; H.F. 1980 (Berglin) authorizing

the Indian affairs council to enter into contracts; H.F, 1886 (Jude)
changing the notice requirement for proposed special assets; H.F.
2014 (Hughes) making changes in certain areas of elections; H.F.
1940 (Bertram) authorizing the Stearns county board to designate
the county auditor as the local registrar; HF. 2111 (Jude)
authorizing a payment by Medina for utility construction; H.F. 1185
(Jude) authorizing advertising on some telephone booths; H.F.
1821 (Diessner) requiring condominium plats after July 31, 1986;
H.F. 1730 (Reichgott) correcting the criminal sexual conduct
statutes; and H.F. 2081 (Petty) directing the commissioner of
human services to create a mental health service svstem.

Thursday, March 13

Senate passes post-secondary option bill

A bill requiring high school students to pay for college credits
obtained through the post-secondary enrollment program was
granted final passage Thurs., Mar. 13. The program allows students
to take college classes for credit during their final years of high
school.

The bill prevents students from receiving both high school and
college credits for courses taken through the program. It also
prohibits students from taking post-secondary courses if
comparable courses are offered by their high schools. Under the
proposal, students are also required to undergo counseling before
enrolling in the program.

The measure expands the types of institutions eligible for the
post-secondary enrollments options act and requires students to
notify schools of their intentions to enroll in the program.

H.F. 1919, sponsored by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), also
establishes a task force to study access to the program. The Senate
adopted an amendment which allows the state to subtract funding
from high schools for the number of hours students participating
in the program are away from school.

In other action, the Senate approved: S.F. 1515 (Novak)
authorizing the issuance of bonds for the construction of a library
in Ramsey County; S.F. 2135 (Reichgott) providing immunity from
liability for welfare workers complying in good faith with the Child
Abuse Reporting act; S.F. 1702 (Samuelson) permitting Brainerd to
establish a port authority; S.F. 2222 (Bertram) specifying the use of
funds for firefighter training programs in AVIT’s; SF. 1745
(Bertram) authorizing the sale of Pearl Lake lakeshore property in
Stearns county; S.F. 2014 (Merriam) providing for the designation,
use and maintenanice of waterfowl feeding and resting areas; S.F.
1966 (Pehler) authorizing the city of St. Cloud to impose local
hotel-motel and on-sale liquor taxes in order to build a
convention center facility; S.F. 2236 (Lessard) allowing the city of
Grand Rapids to create a Central School Commission; HF. 2351
(Schmitz) permitting the sale of the old Shakopee correctional
facility to the local government; S.F. 164 (Dahl) appropriating
money to pay various claims against the state; and S.F. 1814
(Berglin) establishing a task force on long-term care planning,
modifying the preadmission screening screening program and
establishing requirements for the medical assistance rate appeals
procedures for intermediate care facilities.

~'The Senate als6 granted concurrance and repassage to S.F. 125
(Lantry) changing the definition of plumber’s apprentice for the
employment:licensing purposes and S.F. 1680 (Merriam)

- providing that Anoka County park ordinances supersede local

ordiances.
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Senate passes drinking age bill

A conference committee report on a bill raising the legal
drinking age to 19 was brought to the floor Friday, March 14, and
gained Senate approval late in the afternoon. The bill, S.F. 5,
sponsored by Sen. AW. “Bill” Diessner (DFL-Afton), also provides
that those who were born on or before Sept. 1, 1967 are to be
treated as 21 year olds for liquor law purposes. In addition, the bill
prohibits liquor manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers from
conducting or sponsoring on-campus activities that involve the
consumption of alcohol. The bill also allocates 25 percent of the
fee to reinstate a revoked drivers license to an driver education
account.

Opponents of the measure argued that the bill would lead to
“bloody borders” with adjacent states that have not raised the legal
drinking age, because young people will cross state lines to obtain
alcoholic beverages. Proponents argued successfully that raising
the drinking age would lead to decreased consumption by young
people in Minnesota. The conference committee report was
adopted and the bill was repassed 42-21.

Farm package sent to governor

A $16-million package designed to assist Minnesota’s financially
troubled farmers was passed by the Senate Wednesday, March 19,
and sent to the governor. Senate and House conferees reached
agreement Monday evening, and the final proposal closely
resembles the original Senate bill.

One key provision in the package provides $4.8 million in state
funds to pay the debt service for $50 million in general obligation
bonds, which in turn would guarantee $200°million in general
revenue bonds. The provision could generate up to $800 million,
which would be used to restructure farm debt at a lower interest
rate. Loans would be based on current land values rather than the
higher values that were in place when the loans were made.

The bill also creates a voluntary and mandatory mediation
program, which encourages lenders and farmers to work out
possible debt repayment plans. Mediation is mandated upon a
debtor’s request when the lender has indicated an intent to
enforce a security interest against agricultural property. The
proceedings to enforce the debt are then suspended until 90 days
after the mediation concludes or an agreement is reached. If the
mediator determines that the creditor has not mediated in “good
faith,” the debtor can request court supervision over the
mediation. The court may issue orders to insure “good faith”
mediation.

Also, $5 million is appropriated to continue the interest buy-
down program, which would lower interest rates by 50 percent.
The state would pay 75 percent of the interest subsidy, and the
lender would cover 25 percent. Furthermore, the maximum loan
amount is raised to $100,000.

The proposal also places a one year moratorium on deficiency
judgements and limits future judgements to the difference of the
amount owed on the mortgage and the fair market value of the
property. In addition, the homestead exemption in rural areas for
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personal or deficiency judgement is increased from 80 to 160
acres.

Other appropriations provide $1.35 million to agriculture
vocational-technical institutes to reduce tuition costs for existing
farm business and small business management programs. The
money also could be used to provide farm business management
programs and workshops. About $1.25 million is given to the
University of Minnesota to continue its agricultural extension
service projects. The projects include mediation training, project
support programs, farm financial management programs, and
family financial and stress management education. Another
$650,000 is appropriated for a legal assistance program.

One Senate provision not accepted by House conferees would
have given lenders and agricultural input suppliers who provide
credit to help farmers plant their crops or raise livestock a priority
lien in the proceeds of the product. However, landlords are given
a priority lien in the proceeds of agricultural products that are
produced on their property. Veterinarians who provide emergency
services to help a farmer’s animals are also given a priority lien on
the proceeds of those animals.

Senate adjourns 74th Session

The Senate adjourned “sine die” Friday, March 21, but only after
adopting a resolution specifying that the adjournment is subject to
any court determination on the constitutionality of the
adjournment by the House of Representatives. The unprecedented
adjournment procedure was brought about by the abrupt “sine
die” adjournment of the House of Representatives during the early
morning hours Tuesday, March, 18. The House action left
unresolved the conference committee negotiations to balance the
state’s budget.

Chief author of the resolution, Sen. William Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) said, “The resolution makes it crystal clear that the
Senate takes the position that the House action was
unconstitutional.” Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), in arguing against
the resolution said, “The resolution sets a dangerous precedent by
making adjournment ‘subject to a condition subsequent,’ and that
other future conditions could be used to prescribe adjournment.”
However, Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), countered
that “the issue must be decided for the good of the institution or
there would be nothing to prevent either body from adjourning
prior to completion of legislative business in future years. The
resolution was adopted on a vote of 36-20.

Prior to the adjournment resolution, Senators acted on the
remaining bills and conference reports still before the body. The
conference report on H.F. 1930, authored by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-
Mankato), was adopted and the measure was repassed. The bill
prohibits the state patrol from instituting traffic citation quotas and
the DNR from mandating game and fish citation quotas. The
conference report on H.F. 1744, making technical changes to the
definition of a school, detailing requirements for a parent
providing instruction in the home and establishing a task force to
make recommendations about compulsory attendance laws, was
also approved. The bill was authored by Sen. James Pehler
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Thursday, March 13
Senate okays changes to DWI laws

The Senate passed a bill Thurs., Mar. 13, requiring increased
insurance coverage for persons with DWI convictions. Also passed
were S.F. 2102, regarding guardians ad litem, and S.F. 2280,
reducing taxes for taconite companies.

S.F. 2098, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
mandates that anyone convicted of a DWI carry liability insurance
of at least $50,000 for bodily injury caused to one person and
$100,000 for any one accident. The offender must comply with the
requirement for two years after reinstatement of his license.

The bill also expands the definition of the crime to include
driving under the influence of certain substances other than
alcohol which “substantially impair” a person’s ability to drive.

Under the bill, the court would impound registration plates and
certificates of offenders with three convictions within five years or
four convictions within ten years. The bill also sets farth
conditions for the issuance of special plates for vehicles registered
jointly with family members licensed to operate the vehicle.

The Senate also granted final passage to S.F. 2102, authored by
Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.). The bill originally required a court to
appoint a guardian ad litem in family court proceedings for child
custody or divorce if there was “reason to believe” the child had
been a victim of domestic abuse. However, an amendment
introduced by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), and approved by the
Senate changed the standard to require that the court have
“probable cause” to believe that the child had been abused.

S.F. 2280, which chief author Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) said
was intended to help the taconite industry compete with foreign
markets, was also approved. The bill reduces four types of taxes
taconite companies must pay. The Senate approved a controversial
amendment to the bill which appropriates $20,000 from the
general fund to the commissioner of natural resources to be used
only as a loan guarantee for a project developing the new KR,
process. The Dept. of Natural Resources is currently applying to
the federal government for a loan, said the amendment’s sponsor
Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), but needs the $20 million as
security for the loan.

The Senate gave final passage to several additional bills
including: S.F. 1868 (Pogemiller) streamlining food and nutrition
programs; S.F. 2205 (Diessner) permitting Washington county to
issue certain obligation bonds to finance specific water systems;
S.F. 2147 (Benson) requiring transportation services that use
stretchers to meet life support transportation licensing
requirements; S.F. 2101 (Gustafson) authorizing the exchange of
certain state lands with the city of Thomson and the sale of certain
state lands in Lake of the Woods county; H.F. 1897 (Dahl)
extending the temporary prohibition on certain building
alternations that eliminate service bays and convert franchise
service stations to “pumper stations”; H.F. 2344 (Dicklich) making
certain St. Louis county offices appointive; H.F. 839 (Merriam)
prohibiting escape from custody by mental patients who have
been tried for a crime and found not guilty by reason of insanity;
H.F. 2294 (Solon) removing some educational assistants from civil
service in the Duluth school district; H.F. 2068 (Bernhagen)
permitting certain investment of municipal power agency funds;
H.F. 651 (Lantry) authorizing the inclusion of physical fitness
programs in grants for the mentally ill; H.F. 2216 (Schmitz)
providing for the surveying of lands by a county board; H.F. 1911
(Merriam) authorizing watershed management organizations to
establish certain taxing districts; H.F. 1782 (Peterson, C.C.)
enacting the lake improvement district act; FL.F. 2143 (Frank)
permitting specific energy cost adjustments; and H.F. 2185
(Pogemiller) giving power to the commissioner of administration
to deal with some fees.

Extension of Rule of 85 debated

Much of the Thursday evening floor session was devoted to the
explanation and debate on four pension bills. All four bills were
authored by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul). HF. 229, allowing
persons who are currently eligible for early retirement under the
Rule of 85 to continue working for an additional six months,
sparked the most debate when an amendment was offered to
extend the window of eligibility for the Rule of 85. The
amendment, offered by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), would
allow an additional 500 to 600 employees to retire early. However,
Moe’s opposition, based on the grounds that the Rule of 85
provision is too costly to the pension funds, prevailed and the
amendment failed on a 32-32 role call vote. The bill was then
granted final passage.

The three other pension bills were also given final passage by
the Senate. HF. 1926 establishes various accounts within the
supplemental investment fund and provides for the administration
of the accounts and for the investment and valuation of shares
within each account. HL.F. 2035 provides for increased oversight of
police and firefighters’ relief associations, standardizes the auditing
requirements and clarifies the duties and responsibilities of the
management of the local associations. S.F. 707 provides for health
insurance benefits for certain retired teachers who are not eligible
for medicaid.

Senators also granted final passage to a bill requiring that the
POW-MIA flag be flown on the Capitol. The measure, H.F. 2394,
sponsored by Sen. Florain Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), was
amended to include a bill, S.F. 1941, sponsored by Sen. Gregoray
Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), allowing the use of Dept. of Veterans
Affairs resources by other organizations.

Two additional bills were approved by the Senate. S.F. 1930,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) provides
that the cancellation of real estate contracts for deed is dependent
upon when the contract was executed. S.F. 1065 regulates all-
terrain vehicles.

The Senate also granted concurrance and re-passage to S.F. 1580.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin, requires the
adoption of the 1985 Life Safety Code standards by intermediate
care facilities for the mentally retarded.

Finally, two measures received extensive debate but were
progressed before receiving final passage. S.F. 2129, authored by
Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), permits a hotel-motel tax in the
city of St. Paul, in order to build a convention center facility. S.F.
1847, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), provides
for a method of determining compliance with proposed federal
tax law relating to state and local government bond obligations.

Friday, March 14

Charitable gambling bill advances

The Senate granted final passage Fri., Mar. 14, to H.F. 2331
providing for taxation of charitable gambling. The bill imposes a
tax on the sale of pull-tabs of nine percent of the face resale value
of the pull-tabs less the total prizes paid out. Other lawful
gambling is taxed at a rate of ten percent of the gross receipts less
prizes actually paid out.

The bill also provides for the registration of manufacturers of
gambling equipment and makes unlicensed wholesaling of
gambling equipment a felony.

The Senate granted final passage to several additional bills: S.F.
2255 (Chmielewski) permitting the establishment of a port
authority in Cloquet; S.F. 1734 (Pehler) a resolution memorializing
the President and Congress of the United States to commend
school bus drivers; S.F. 1648 (Belanger) permitting certain
licensed dealers or manufacturers to own machine guns and short




barreled shot guns in some circumstances; S.F. 1956 (Ramstad)
authorizing the establishment of a capital improvement reserve
fund in Plymouth; S.F. 2127 (Renneke) exempting certain general
obligation bonds and tax levies from debt and levy limitations in
the city of Cologne; S.F. 2067 (Knutson) permitting the
establishment of special service districts in Mendota Heights; S.F.
2129 (Waldorf) permitting the imposition of an additional tax on
transient lodging in St. Paul; S.F. 1584 (Peterson, C.C.) providing
for the taxation of some entertainers and athletes; S.F. 2153
(Peterson, C.C.) making changes in the agricultural resource loan
guaranty board; S.F. 1703 (Wegscheid) increasing certain vending
machine inspection fees; S.F. 2171 (Benson) providing
exemptions for certain air ambulance services; S.F. 2256 (Peterson,
RW.) revising the Uniform Limited Partnership Act; and S.F. 1744
(Pehler) providing for special license plates for Vietnam veterans,
national guard members, and former prisoners of war.

Senate approves drug dealing penalties

Senators approved a bill Friday that would toughen penalties for
persons convicted of dealing drugs. The measure, H.F. 654,
sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude, was the focal point of extensive
debate Friday afternoon. During the committee process the bill
had been amended, by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) to include
penalties, paralleling sentencing guideline penalties for level 7
crimes, of stiff sentences and fines for persons convicted of
dealing drugs. In addition, other committee amendments had
provided for a multiple perscription system for Schedule II
controlled substances, and for provisions dealing with the
disposition of cases within the juvenile justice system.

Most of the debate on the measure was sparked by an
amendment offered by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), which
would have required mandatory minimum sentences for those
convicted of dealing drugs. The language in the Taylor
amendment had been included in the bill as introduced. However,
Spear argued successfully against the amendment which failed on
a vote of 31-35. The language providing for a multiple prescription
system for Schedule 11 drugs was deleted under an amendment
offered by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The
juvenile code provisions were deleted under an amendment
offered by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield). Freeman had
originally offered the amendment to include the juvenile code
provisions but had the language deleted on the grounds that the
juvenile code language would endanger the bill.

In addition, the Senate gave final passage to seventeen bills on
the Special Orders Calendar during the afternoon floor session:
HF. 2195 (Moe, R.D.) authorizing the city of McIntosh to issue
bonds in excess of its net debt limitations; S.F. 1151
(Frederickson) changing Ottawa township, in LeSueur County,
from the second to the first congressional district; H.F. 1838
(Bertram) defining certain kinds of milk; H.F. 2464 (Bertram)
authorizing the city of Bowlus to exceed its debt limit in order to
construct a firehall; HF. 2169 (Dicklich) providing for the sale of
leased lakeshore land and requiring that ten percent of the
proceeds be designated for scientific and natural areas; H.F. 2100
(Chmielewski) removing the time and geographical restrictions on
the State Agricultural Society’s ability to impose restrictions on
performers at the State Fair grounds;

HF. 2427 (Laidig) authorizing the exchange of state property
with Minnesota Transportation Museum property; H.F. 1984
(Peterson, RW.) regulating securities and regulating the
assignment of mortgages and the administration of certain escrow
accounts; S.F. 1660 (Frederickson) allowing the designation, sale,
and redemption of a homestead that is foreclosed on or part of
other property; HF. 2051 (Lantry) allowing the establishment of
special service districts in the city of St. Paul; H.F. 1875 (Lantry)
providing for the governance of St. Paul-Ramsey Medical Center

and creating a public corporation to provide health care services;

HF. 1772 (Solon) increasing various court fees and clarifying
existing fee statutes; HF. 1773 (Freeman) regulating the
distribution of various tobacco products including smokeless
tobacco; S.F. 1604 (Frederickson) setting forth procedures for
planting crop owners to recover crop values and providing for
liens on crops and property; S.F. 2116 (Luther) providing
procedures for the removal of certain elected county officials; and
H.F. 2017 (Petty) allowing certain video taped statements to be
admissible as evidence in court proceedings involving phsyical or
sexual abuse against a child.

Fetal death bill passes

A bill making it a crime to cause death or injury to a fetus by
injuring a pregnant women passed the Senate Friday evening. The
bill, HF. 1844, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
specifies that if the fetus is injured, the crime is committed against
the unborn child, rather than the mother.

The bill establishes criminal penalties for murder, manslaughter,
assault, and criminal vehicular operation.

The Senate also passed S.F. 2060, which allows the Dept. of
Administration to hire any individual, business or agency other
than the Dept. of Natural Resources to move elk near Grykla,
Minnesota, to another part of the state. The bill also allows the
DNR to establish an elk hunting season once the animals are
moved.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), sponsor of the
proposal, failed to win Senate approval for an amendment keeping
the elk in the Northwestern part of the state. “I think its silly for us
to go through the embarrassment of trying to move elk again,” he
said.

However, Sen, Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) said the elk
must be moved to prevent further crop damage in the area. “There
are people in the Western states who know how to move elk, and
I think we ought to hire them,” he said.

The Senate also passed S.F. 1732, sponsored by Merriam, which
changes child support laws. The bill establishes a “rebuttable
presumption” that joint legal custody is in the best interest of the
child. The bill requires mandatory mediation in any contested
custody case in an attempt to resolve disputes between the
parents. However, mandatory mediation is not required when
allegations of abuse have been made. Further, the bill specifies
that the mediator will not be the person making the custody
investigation and recommendation. The bill also alters the child
support guidelines and clarifies that a new spouse’s income
cannot be considered for child support purposes.

The Senate adopted an amendment, offered by Sen. Ron Sieloff
(IR-St. Paul), that specifies, unless parties otherwise agree, the total
award of support and maintenance may not exceed 50 percent of
the obligor’s net income, as defined under the guidelines.

Saturday, March 15

Voluntary siting process wins

A bill establishing a voluntary approach for siting a hazardous
waste “stabilization and containment” facility in Minnesota passed
the Senate Sat. Mar. 15. The measure, S.F. 1952, sponsored by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), also removes the four existing
candidate sites from consideration.

According to the proposal, the Waste Management Board
(WMB) could enter into contracts with counties volunteering
suitable sites to quarter the facility. The contract would include
incentives agreed upon by the county and the WMB. Counties
offering suitable sites would receive an increase in local
government aids. If a contract is agreed upon, the county would
get additional local government aid plus the benefits established




Toor Action

in the contract.

Under another bill passed Saturday, the State Patrol could not
require troopers to issue a certain number of traffic tickets. The
intent of the bill, HF. 1930, offered by Minority Leader Glen
Taylor, is to insure that the patrol does not evaluate jobs based
upon the number of tickets issued.

Other bills passed Saturday morning include: H.F. 2045
(Kroening) changing the time of election of certain Minneapolis
board members; H.F. 2466 (Chmielewski) changing boundaries of
certain state parks; and S.F. 2010 (Pehler) permitting school
districts to petition the Legislature to suspend certain mandates
and allowing the State Board of Education to establish research
sites composed of school districts for research in performance-
based education.

Mega-mall, home school bills pass

The Senate gave final passage Saturday, to H.F. 2123, the bill
giving Bloomington the money it needs to develop the proposed
mega-mall site. Also approved was H.F. 1744, which establishes a
task force to study educating children at home.

Under S.F. 2123, authored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-
Richfield), Bloomington will borrow money from the fiscal
disparities pool to finance highway improvements needed to
develop the area. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
proposed an amendment which would have deleted the sections
providing for the loan.

“This is a very dangerous precedent,” Merriam said. “We might
as well repeal the fiscal disparities law.”

“Of all the bad things in this bad bill, this is the worst,” agreed
Sen. Donald Moe (DFL-St. Paul). However, the Senate did not
approve Merriam's amendment.

Bloomington may pay for the development by enacting three
local option taxes: an on-site sales tax not to exceed one percent;
an increase in the city’s existing three percent hotel/motel tax; and
a citywide liquor tax of five percent on retail sales of on-sale liquor
establishments.

The Senate also approved H.F. 1744, as amended by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), creating a task force to study the
compulsory attendance laws. However, the Senate rejected, by a
34-29, vote an amendment by Sen. Gen Olson (IR-Minnetrista) that
greatly expanded the definition of a school. Under the
amendment, which was very similar to a bill authored by Olson
and rejected by the Education Committee, an institution could be
defined as a school if: pupils are taught by licensed or “effective”
teachers; it is accredited by certain organizations or is affiliated
with a church; or if the students perform satisfactorily on
recognized achievement tests.

The Senate also granted final passage to H.F. 2287 (Pogemilller)
providing a method to comply with proposed federal tax law
relating to state and local government obligations; and H.F. 2407
(Samuelson) directing the transfer of the Croft Mine Park to
Ironton, Crosby, and the Croft historical park board.

Second Unemployment Comp bill gains

Senators reacted to threats of a certain veto of an earlier
unemployment compensation bill by passing a second measure
Sat., Mar. 15, which had the support of organized labor. The new
bill, HF. 1847, sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon lLake), was successfully amended by Sen. Don Frank
(DFL-Spring Lake Park) to contain language more acceptable to
pro-labor senators. An amendment offered by Sen. Tom Nelson
(DFL-Austin), which would have enacted recommendations by the
Governor’s Task Force on Unemployment Compensation, failed to
gain Senate approval. Thus, as amended by the Frank amendment,
the bill places a three year freeze on the maximum weekly
benefits, provides between six to 14 weeks of additional benefits

for workers still unemployed after major plant closings in counties
with high unemployment rates and provides for short-term
borrowing from the general fund for the payment of the federal
debt on the unemployment insurance compensation fund. The bill
was passed on a vote of 42-23.

The Senate also approved and passed the conference committee
report on the Reinvest in Minnesota bill—H.F. 628. The measure
provides $16 million in bonding authority to pay farmers to set
aside marginal farm land, to fund DNR fish and wildlife projects
and a critical habitat fund and to fund an aspen recycling program.
The chief sponsor of the measure, Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-
Wyoming), said the bill is intended to protect land from erosion,
to provide habitat for wildlife and to aid Minnesota farmers. The
conference committee report gained unanimous approval and the
bill was repassed 64-0.

Twelve additional bills were given final passage during the
Saturday evening session: H.F. 1793 (Benson) authorizing the
stocking of fish in certain streams where public access is granted,;
H.F. 2010 (Merriam) relating to the State High School League and
providing standards for student participation in non-scholastic
activities; H.F. 450 (Hughes) creating a tax return checkoff to fund
the child abuse prevention trust fund and providing for
disbursement of funds for child abuse prevention; H.F. 2044
(Luther) authorizing the Supreme Court to set salary levels for the
state court administrator and district court administrator and
authorizing the salary levels for the executive secretaries of certain
state boards; H.F. 2023 (Luther) changing certain procedures in
absentee voting, requiring public notice and demonstrations of
new voting equipment and authorizing standard ballot formats;

HF. 2170 (Laidig) authorizing the captive propagation and sale
of raptors; S.F. 2179 (Dahl) amending the “lemon car” law and
extending coverage to farm tractors; H.F. 1035 (Sieloff) fixing
conditions of the legal determination of fraud in property transfers
and enacting portions of the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act; SF.
1621 (Frederickson) permitting the investment of debt service
funds in face amount certificates; H.F. 1970 (Wegscheid)
prescribing appraisal for the conveyance of state land in Dakota
County to the city of Hastings; H.F. 2329 (Wescheid) authorizing
the issuance of bonds in Dakota County for the construction of
library buildings and providing for an annual levy for debt
retirement; and H.F. 2364 (DeCramer) permitting the
Transportation Regulation Board to approve certain rate changes
and applications for track abandonment without a public hearing
and providing for the imposition of a misdemeanor penalty for
certain violations in the movement of hazardous materials.

Senators also concurred with amendments placed on S.F. 1782
by the House and re-passed the bill. The measure, sponsored by
Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), regulates long-term health care
policies and requires coverage for home health care and care in
skilled or intermediate nursing facilities. Three additional bills
were granted concurrance and re-passage. S.F. 1581, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) provides for the establishment of
rules relating to child day care providers and prohibits local
governments from establishing special fire code requirements for
small family day care homes. S.F. 1671, also sponsored by Berglin,
is the convention center measure and provides for the city of
Minneapolis to levy certain taxes in order to contruct a convention
center. S.F. 1526, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), is a recodification of state statutes concerning game and
fish.

Monday, March 17

Constitutional amendments bill fails

The Senate spent three hours discussing proposed amendments,
most of which were ruled not germane, to H.F. 397, a bill that




would have allowed voters in the state to decide if they wanted
two new provisions added to the Minnesota Constitution. The
provisions involved the right to bear arms and a state lottery.

The Senate did not approve an amendment, proposed by Sen.
Phyllis McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park), which would have deleted
sections involving the lottery. Putting the two issues together
makes a mockery of the legislative system, McQuaid said; voters
should be allowed to vote on them separately. Although the
Senate had previously passed a bill that put the lottery on the
ballot, the House did not approve it.

An amendment proposed by Sen. Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater)
would have allowed voters to respond to the question “Shall the
Minnesota constitution be amended to provide that no unborn
person shall be deprived of life by any person, except when
necessary to prevent the death of the mother,” at the 1986 general
election. The amendment was ruled not germane.

Another amendment—also ruled not germane—would have
given voters the chance to decide if elected officials could be
recalled by petition and special election.

The bill was defeated by a 28-37 vote.

The Senate also gave final passage to H.F. 2138, which extends a
state law allowing the federal government to settle land claims in
the White Earth Indian Reservation and establishes a dedicated
account for money received from the sale of wild rice licenses.

Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.) moved that the Senate concur with
the House amendments to S.F. 2102. The bill, as amended by the
House, requires that guardians ad litem be appointed in certain
family court cases in which the court has “reason to believe” the
child has been abused. The “reason to believe” standard was in
the bill as it was first introduced in the Senate, but was amended
to a “probable cause” standard. The Senate rejected Petty’s motion
and another motion to appoint a conference committee. The bill
was laid on the table.

Final passage was also granted to H.F. 2263 (Luther) changing
applicability of shareholder voting on control share acquisitions.
Re-passage was given to S.F. 1732 (Merriam) providing a
presumption for joint legal custody in marriage dissolution cases,
and HF. 418 (Merriam) regarding comparable worth salary
schedules in local government.

Later that afternoon, the Senate re-passed two bills relating to
sexual contact with children. Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope) authored both bills. H.F. 2012 increases the penalties for
soliciting or inducing a child to practice prostitution. H.F. 1835
prohibits the solicitation of children to engage in sexual conduct
and also requires that victims be notified when convicted
offenders are released from custody.

The Senate granted re-passage to S.F. 31 (Diessner)
strengthening prohibitions and penalities regarding the operation
of motorboats while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled
substance.

Re-passage was also granted to S.F. 1950 (Merriam) prohibitting
sexual discrimination by facilities which take advantage of the
open space property tax exemption.

The Senate also granted final passage to: S.F. 2151 (Peterson,
RW.) increasing the authority of the state board of chiropractors
and providing grounds for license revocation; and H.F. 1991
(Wegscheid) clarifying the role of the Metropolitan Council and
establishing new appointment procedures.

Senate approves fundraising ban

A bill prohibiting the solicitation of campaign funds from
lobbyists and the contribution of funds by lobbyists during
legislative sessions was given final passage Monday evening. Sen.
Charles Berg (IND-Chokio), chief author of the bill, S.F. 1858, was
successful in removing provisions placing limits on campaign
contributions and prohibiting candidates for federal office from

holding fundraisers. However, Berg was not able to remove a
provision dealing with the aggregation of funds that he claimed
called into question the constitutionality of his bill. Berg
successfully resisted an amendment that stated that any portion of
the bill found unconstitutional would make the entire bill
unconstitutional. The measure was passed on a vote of 64-3.

In other action, Senate members devoted Monday night and the
early hours Tuesday morning to the consideration of bills on
Special Orders, conference committee reports and Senate bills
requiring concurrance and re-passage.

Among the bills on Special Orders was a measure making
numerous changes to the workers’ compensation laws. Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), the measure’s chief
author, offered an amendment to delete sections of the bill, H.F.
1873, which could cause controversy. The bill, said Chmielewski,
was needed to help the Dept. of Labor and Industry clarify existing
language and aid the department in fulfilling its mission.

H.F. 2210, authored by Sen. John Bernhagen (IR-Hutchinson),
sparked considerable controversy when an attempt was made to
add a major amendment concerning unemployment
compensation to the bill. The original bill provided for property
valuation and for certain unemployment compensation liability
changes in behalf of a company that experienced a major fire
earlier this year. Sen. Florian Chmielewski, attempted to amend
the bill with language concerning the weekly benefit rate for
unemployed workers. The amendment was defeated and the bill
was endorsed unanimously.

Other bills gaining concurrance and re-passage included: S.F.
1721 (Berglin) providing that health and dental coverage be
provided in child support and regulating withholding for purposes
of child support; S.F. 2147 (Benson) requiring the commissioner
of health to monitor transitional care, authorizing the use of swing
beds by patients transferred from hospitals, changing the
computation of in-patient rates and establishing a task force on
long-term health planning; S.F. 1850 (Waldorf) regulating fees for
state agency services and providing conditions for certain
hydropower developments; S.F. 2161 (Dicklich) providing training
opportunities for technically qualified individuals who may be
exposed to hazardous substances and providing for funding of
AVIT's firefighting programs; S.F. 1940 (Dicklich) prescribing the
powers of community action agencies and regulating the payment
of severance pay; S.F. 1014 (Petty) providing for prosecutions by
city attorneys for certain misdemeanors, expanding the crime of
theft to cover diversions of corporate property, permitting six
member juries in gross misdemeanor cases and permitting the
imposition of fines and minimum probation periods on persons
placed on probation; S.F. 1641 (DeCramer) establishing a system
of registration for fleet vehicles; and S.F. 1965 (Samuelson)
making revisions to the Community Social Services Act.

Measures passed on Special Orders included: HF. 1958
(Peterson, D.C.) providing increased protection and rights to
victims of crimes, providing new procedures for enforcing
restitution orders making changes in the Crime Victims
Reparations Act and providing penalties for the disturbance of
Indian burial grounds and human remains; and H.F. 1863
(Freeman) clarifying the crime of failing to file a tax return and
creating a presumption that property acquired during the course of
certain crimes are “proceeds” for purposes of forfeiture law. The
Senate also approved the conference committee report and re-
passed H.F. 2169. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich
(DFL-Hibbing) provides a procedure to sell state leased lakeshore
lands and provides for the disposition of proceeds of the land
acquisition account.

An attempt to concur with the House amendments on S.F. 1648
did not prevail. The bill, authored by Sen. William Belanger (IR-
Bloomington), originally provided for the regulation of machine
guns and short barreled shot guns but was amended by the House




to include a provision providing for a constitutional amendment
guaranteeing the right to bear arms. After considerable debate the
bill was referred to conference committee.

Taconite industry gets tax breaks

The state’s taconite industry would receive $36 million in tax
cuts over the next three years, under a bill okayed by the Senate
Monday evening. The Senate accepted the conference committee
report to S.F. 2280, sponsored by tax chairman Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook), and re-passed the bill on a 65-1 vote.

Johnson said the tax breaks contained in the bill will help boost
the taconite industry and enable it to better compete with foreign
ore industries.

The Senate also passed the conference committee report to a
bill regulating the conduct of public utilities commissioners.
Under the measure, S.F. 1869, sponsored by Sen. Neil Dieterich
(DFL-St. Paul), an eligible candidate for the commission may not
work for a company regulated by the commission one year prior
to when the term begins. Also, within one year after leaving the
commission, the commissioner may not accept employment with
a company regulated by the PUC. Furthermore, a commissioner is
forbidden from discussing employment opportunities with a
person who is party to a pending case before the commission.

Several other conference committee reports were accepted and
re-passed by the Senate. They include: S.F. 1725 (Pogemiller)
establishing a uniform set of standards and procedures to be
followed when using tax increment financing or establishing a
port authority within a city; S.F. 1949 (Merriam) prohibiting public
access restrictions to be more restrictive than the lake-use
restrictions; and S.F. 1793 (Chmielewski) providing additional
taxing authority to local communities.

The Senate also sent to the governor S.F. 1980, sponsored by
Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming). The bill establishes a
subsidy program to aid families with children having
developmental disabilities.

Tuesday, March 18

Senate re-passes amended insurance bill

The Senate accepted the House of Representative’s amendments
to S.F. 2078 and re-passed it by a 60-3 vote. The bill encompasses
the Omnibus Insurance legislation authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) and a bill authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth) authorizing the establishment of non-profit risk
indemnification trusts.

The bill establishes a Joint Underwriting Association, provides
tort reform and strengthens the state’s power to regulate the
insurance industry. It is a response to the availability and
affordability crisis in liability insurance.

The Senate adopted the conference report and re-passed H.F.
1919, modifying the Post-Secondary Enrollment Act. The bill
requires high school students to pay for college credits obtained
through the post-secondary enrollment program and imposes a
limit on participation in the program. The legislation, authored by
Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), also establishes a task force to

study access to the program and expands the types of institutions
eligible for the program.

The Senate also adopted the conference report and granted re-
passage to H.F. 2331, The measure provides for the taxation of
lawful gambling, requires the registration of manufacturers of
gambling equipment, and provides for maximum prizes for pull-
tabs. The bill exempts certain lawful gambling from licensing and
taxation and requires that officials notify town boards of license
applications.

The Senate also re-passed H.F. 2287 (Pogemiller) relating to
local government financing. The bill provides local governments
with issuance authority for obligations and bonds. It also provides
for wastewater treatment control and prescribes pollution control
agency procedures.

In other action, the Senate granted re-passage to H.F. 1782
(Peterson, C.C.) enacting the lake improvement district act; H.F.
1863 (Freeman) clarifying the crime of failing to file a tax return,
creating a presumption that property acquired during the course of
certain crimes are proceeds of the crime for purposes of forfeiture
law and repealing the crime of criminal syndicalism,

Wednesday, March 19

Senate okays conference reports,
passes bills

The Senate adopted seven conference committee reports and
granted repassage to eight bills Wednesday. All will be sent to the
governor for his signature.

H.F. 654, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
increases the maximum penalty for selling certain types of drugs
to 20 years in prison or a $60,000 fine or both for a first conviction.
The bill also establishes a tax on marijuana and other controlled
substances and makes it illegal for any dealer to posses them
without having paid the tax.

H.F. 1860, authored by Sen. AW. “Bill” Diesner (DFL-Afton),
mandates that the governor create a committee to nominate
persons for appointment to the Metropolitan Council. The bill also
requires that council members notify a metropolitan agency at
least 90 days before making a substantial revision of the policy
plan affecting that agency. Any plan that an agency plans to submit
to the council must have a public hearing.

The Senate also approved H.F. 2294 (Solon) removing certain
educational assistants from civil service in the Duluth school
district; H.F. 2014 (Hughes) the secretary of state’s elections
housekeeping bill; H.F. 1875 (Lantry) creating a public
corporation to engage in the provision and delivery of health care
at St. Paul-Ramsey County Hospital; HF. 229 (Moe, D.M.)
extending health insurance benefits to some retired teachers who
are not currently eligible for Medicaid, changing eligibility
requirements for surviving spouse benefits and extending the time
for termination of service to qualify for early retirement without
reduction of annuities. The Senate concurred in the House
amendmentments and re-passed H.F. 1912 (Knaak) authorizing
some town boards to provide for blanket position bonds in certain
circumstances and authorizing various municipalities to issue on-
sale liquor licenses.




SENATE CO

MITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)

CHAIRMAN: Merriam
OFFICE NO.: G-24

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Berg DeCramer
Bernhagen Frederickson
Bertram Gustafson
Dahi Isackson
Davis Laidig

VICE CHAIRMAN: Davis
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4157

Lessard Storm
Merriam Stumpf
Novak Wegscheid

Peterson, C. C. Willet
Peterson, RW.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE (15)

CHAIRMAN: Solon
OFFICE NO.: 303

MEETS: T, Th; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Adkins Dahl
Anderson Freeman
Belanger Kroening
Benson Kronebusch

VICE CHAIRMAN: Freeman
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4158

Laidig Samuelson
Luther Solon
Peterson, D. C.  Wegscheid
Petty

EDUCATION (21)

CHAIRMAN: Pehler
OFFICE NO.: 306

MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Anderson Kamrath
Dahl Knutson
Davis Langseth
Dicklich Mehrkens
Dieterich Merriam
Hughes Nelson

VICE CHAIRMAN: Stumpf
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4185

Olson Reichgott
Pehler Stumpf
Peterson, D. C.  Taylor
Peterson, D. L.

Peterson, R. W,

Ramstad

EDUCATION AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (14)

CHAIRMAN: Nelson
OFFICE NO.: 301

MEETS: M, Th; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Dicklich Langseth
Dieterich Mehrkens
Hughes Merriam
Knutson Nelson

TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4871

Olson Peterson, R. W.
Pehler Taylor
Peterson, D. C.

Peterson, D. L.

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (11)

CHAIRMAN: Hughes
OFFICE NO.: 328

VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8866

MEETS: W; Room 118; 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Frederickson Johnson, D. J. Peterson, D. C. Storm

Hughes Luther Peterson, D. L. Willet

Johnson, D. E. Moe, R. D. Samuelson
EMPLOYMENT (13)

CHAIRMAN: Chmielewski
OFFICE NO.: 325

VICE CHAIRMAN: Diessner
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8865

MEETS: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon

MEMBERS:
Belanger Diessner Kroening Vega
Brataas Frank Nelson
Chmielewski Frederick Pehler
Dicklich Gustafson Ramstad
ENERGY AND HOUSING (13)

CHAIRMAN: Vega
OFFICE NO.: G-29

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 118; 1-3 p.m.

VICE CHAIR: Peterson, D. C.
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8864

MEMBERS:
Adkins Kamrath Peterson, D, C. Vega
Anderson Kroening Peterson, D. L.
Frank McQuaid Pogemiller
Freeman Olson Reichgott
FINANCE (25)

CHAIRMAN: Willet
OFFICE NO.: 121

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 3-5 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Brataas Kroening
Dahl Kronebusch
Dicklich Langseth
Frederickson Lantry
Hughes Lessard
Johnson, D. E. Luther
Knutson Mehrkens

VICE CHAIRMAN: Dicklich
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-6436

Nelson Spear
Purfeerst Taylor
Ramstad Waldorf
Renneke Willet
Samuelson

Schmitz

Solon

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (13)

CHAIRMAN: Moe, D. M.
OFFICE NO.: 309

VICE CHAIRMAN: Wegscheid
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4175

MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 8-10 am.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (13)

CHAIR: Berglin VICE CHAIRMAN: Petty
OFFICE NO.: 323 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4151
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Benson Dicklich Lantry Waldorf
Berglin Diessner Moe, D. M.
Brataas Johnson, D. E. Petty
Chmielewski Knutson Solon

JUDICIARY (14)
CHAIRMAN: Spear VICE CHAIR: Reichgott
OFFICE NO.: G-27 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4191
MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Freeman Knaak Petty Sieloff
Johnson, D. E. Luther Pogemiller Spear
Jude Merriam Ramstad
Kamrath Peterson, R. W.  Reichgott

LOCAL AND URBAN GOVERNMENT (13)
CHAIRMAN: Schmitz VICE CHAIR: Adkins
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4150
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Adkins Isackson Reichgott Wegscheid
Bertram Kamrath Renneke
Davis McQuaid Schmitz
Freeman Olson Stumpf
PUBLIC UTILITIES AND STATE REGULATED INDUSTRIES (15)
CHAIRMAN: Dieterich VICE CHAIRMAN: Jude
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1767
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:
DeCramer Isackson Novak Spear
Dieterich Johnson, DJ. Peterson, D. L. Storm
Frank Jude Purfeerst Waldorf
Gustafson Knaak Sieloff
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (27)
CHAIRMAN: Moe, R. D. VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
OFFICE NO.: 208 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4196
MEETS: On Call
MEMBERS: 7
Belanger Johnson, D. J. Moe, R. D. Sieloff
Berglin Knutson Nelson Solon
Bernhagen Laidig Pehler Spear
Chmielewski Lessard Peterson, C. C.  Taylor
Dieterich Luther Purfeerst Vega
Frederick Merriam Renneke Willet
Hughes Moe, D. M. Schmitz
TAXES AND TAX LAWS (25)

CHAIRMAN: Johnson, D. J. VICE CHAIRMAN: Novak
OFFICE NO.: 205 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4839
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Belanger Davis Merriam Pogemiller
Benson Dieterich Moe, D. M. Sieloff
Berg Frank Novak Stumpf
Berglin Frederick, Pehler Vega
Bernhagen Johnson, D. J. Peterson, C. C.
Bertram Jude Peterson, R. W.
Chmielewski Laidig Petty

PROPERTY TAXES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (16)

CHAIRMAN: Peterson, C. C.

ROOM: 205
MEETS: On
MEMBERS:
Belanger
Berg
Berglin
Bernhagen

CHAIRMAN: Purfeerst

TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4135
Call
Davis Johnson, D. J. Pehler
Dieterich Laidig Peterson, C. C.
Frank Merriam Peterson, R. W.
Frederick Novak Petty
TRANSPORTATION (17)

VICE CHAIRMAN: DeCramer

ROOM: 303 TELEPHONE NO.: 2964186
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 10-12 noon

MEMBERS:

Adkins Diessner Lantry Stumpf
Anderson Frederick Mehrkens Vega
Berg Kronebusch Novak

Bernhagen Laidig Purfeerst

DeCramer Langseth Schmitz

CHAIRMAN: Lessard

VETERANS AND GENERAL LEGISLATION (12)
VICE CHAIRMAN: Bertram

MEMBERS:

Benson Knaak Peterson, C. C.  Wegscheid
Berglin lantry Pogemiller

Frederickson McQuaid Renneke

Jude Moe, D. M. Spear

ROOM: 328 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1771
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Berg Chmielewski Isackson Samuelson
Bertram DeCramer Kronebusch Schmitz
Brataas Diessner Lessard Storm
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(DFL-St.Cloud).

Two additional conference committee reports were adopted and
the bills repassed. H.F. 1886, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-
Maple Grove), changes the notice requirements for special
assessments, regulates certain property tax appeals. and regulates
public funds deposits. S.F. 2102, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), requires the appointment of guardians ad litem in certain
child custody proceedings. Finally, the Senate granted final
passage to H.F. 1677, authored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton). The bill requires the commissioner of education to
cooperatively develop a plan for automation of state agency
libraries, changes the way the department of education provides
certain information and other services, and allows mayors to
appoint nonresidents to city library boards under certain
circumstances.

Letter writing

You can express your viewpoint in a letter to your legislator.
When addressing your letter, use the following salutation:

Formal Address Salutation

The Honorable John Doe Dear Senator
Room 00, State Capitol or
St. Paul, MN 55155 Dear Mr. Doe

@ @ ©
Visiting

It is possible to arrange a personal visit with your legislator by
calling his or her office and arranging a time with the secretary.
Legislators keep busy schedules, so it is important to call in
advance and arrange a time. You do not need to be a lobbyist to
talk with your legislator. They welcome visits from their
constituents.

Notice to Subscribers

All areas of state government are striving to cut operational
costs. The Senate Public Information Office is no exception.
Therefore, in order to reduce production and mailing costs, and
save taxpayers dollars, we are requesting that Briefly subscribers
notify us if they no longer wish to receive the publication.

Branches of government

Government at the state and federal levels consists of three
principal branches: the legislative, the executive and the judicial.

The legislative branch is responsible for the enactment and
revision of laws, The United States Congress forms the laws at the
national level, and the Minnesota Legislature is the lawmaking
body at the state level. Both Congress and the Minnesota
Legislature consists of two bodies: the Senate and the House of
Representatives. This two body system is referred to as a bicameral
system.

The executive branch administers and executes the laws passed
by the legislative branch. The President of the United States is the
chief executive at the federal level, and the governor serves as the
state’s chief executive. They are aided by the officials appointed to
head the various agencies and departments and by the other
officials elected to the executive branch. For example, the
governor is assisted by the lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
state treasuret, state auditor, attorney general and the agency
heads.

The judicial branch enforces the laws and insures that the
interpretation of the law is in defense of the U.S. and state
constitutions. The federal and state court systems compose the
judicial branch.

The responsibilities of each branch of government differ, and no
branch of government is given power over another. This system of
“checks and balances” assures that no single group can dominate
the workings of government.
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