














Committee Capsule

Elections and Ethics

Appointing park commissioners favored

The Hennepin County Park Reserve District Commissioners
would all be appointed by the Hennepin County Board, according
to a bill advanced by the committee Wed., Apr. 3.

Currently, the park commissioners are both elected by the
public and appointed by the Hennipin County Board. The bill, S.F.
99, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove), would have
required that they all be elected. However, the committee
amended the proposal to mandate that they be appointed, which
is similar to how other county boards are formed.

The committee also okayed a bill prohibiting Minnesotans
from being penalized for missing work in the morning in order to
vote. The bill, S.F. 1224, authored by Sen. Patricia Kronebusch (IR-
Rollingstone), would penalize an employer who refuses or
interferes with an employee who wants to vote in a state general
election.

The following bills were also approved Wednesday: S.F. 1145
(Knaak) prohibiting nonprofit organizations from contributing to a
state campaign; S.F. 1151 (Frederick) changing Ottawa township in
LeSeuer county from the second to the first congressional district
in accordance with the apportionment plan; and S.F. 1325 (Luther)
amending laws regulating campaign contributions, changing the
dates when disclosure reports are due.

Employment

Unemployment comp debated

The Senate Employment Committee heard testimony on two
bills relating to unemployment compensation, Thurs., Apr. 4.
Committee Chairman Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
said action on the bills was not necessary to meet the first
committee deadline because a similar bill, H.F. 847, has met the
House committee deadline.

Chmielewski, sponsor of S.F. 41, said the bill is designed to
make the unemployment compensation fund solvent. Economic
Security Commissioner Barbara Beerhalter testified that the fund is
$75 million in the red now. The bill would phase-out the current
split wage base, change the definition of credit week and establish
an alternative method for qualifying for benefits. Under the bill, an
individual could qualify for benefits with either at least 15 credit
weeks or at least 30 alternative credit weeks during the base
period.

S.F. 1294, sponsored by Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester),
would require individuals to work 20 credit weeks and slow the
increase in benefit payments. “The object of my bill is to remove
automatic escalators. Right now we are rewarding workers who are
in and out of the job market as a way of life,” she said.

The committee also delayed action on S.F. 1342. The panel
heard testimony from bill sponsor, Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-
Plummer), but took no vote. The bill would extend deadlines for
reporting on compliance with laws requiring equitable
compensation relationships.

S.F. 1392, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), was
recommended for passage. The bill would create a state grant
program for area labor management committees,

Energy and Housing

Energy assistance bill gains

The Senate Energy and Housing Committee, chaired by Sen.
Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), approved an energy assistance bill,
Thurs., Apr. 4. S.F. 1270, sponsored by Vega, establishes an
eligibility standard of 125 percent of the U.S. poverty level. The

measure also limits payment of past due bills to avoid heating
shut-offs. A household could not receive the payments two years
in a row.

The committee also okayed S.F. 1324, sponsored by Sen. Donna
Peterson (DFL-Mpls.). She said the bill is designed to prevent
Minnesotans from resorting to living on the streets. The measure
would extend a temporary housing program currently being
administered by the Department of Economic Security. She said
that a June 30, 1985 sunset date for the program would be
removed. Temporary housing would be provided for rent of at
least 25 percent of family income for up to six months under the
bill.

S.F. 1190, also sponsored by Peterson, cleared the committee.
The bill amends laws governing municipal housing programs. She
said the measure would secure compliance with recent federal tax
law changes and insure consistency with municipal and regional
housing plans.

S.F. 1295, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
was laid over. Merriam explained that the bill would affect only
one mobile park in Anoka county. He indicated that the situation
might be improved without legislative action.

Finance

Panel okays highway limit increase

The Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-
States, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon) approved
S.F. 304, Thurs,, Apr. 11. .

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent) would
increase the trunk highway limit to 80,000 pounds.

Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Grand Rapids) said he was concerned
about funding to keep roads maintained properly. He said an
increased limit would put more pressure on trunk highways. “A
one time license increase won't make up for the loss of life on
roads,” he said.

Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault) amended the bill to
increase the total gross weight tax by 4.6 percent in the first year
and five percent in the second year.

The bill was referred to the full committee.

In other action the panel continued budget hearings for
MN/DOT, Tues,, Apr. 9 and Thurs., Apr. 11. The subcommittee
heard the capital budget, Tues., Apr. 9.

The Subcommittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) continued hearing the capital budget, Wed.,,
Apr. 10.

The Subcommittee on Education, chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul), heard allocations for the capital budget, community
colleges, state universities and the University of Minnesota, Wed.,
Apr. 10.

The Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, chaired by
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), heard public testimony on
the Department of Health budget, Wed., Apr. 10.

Governmental Operations

Metro government bill advances

The bill adding numerous provisions to the laws dealing with
metropolitan government, including the creation of a regional
taxicab commission, gained the approval of the Governmental
Operations Committee Wed., Apr. 3. S.F. 1169, sponsored by Sen.
Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), also changes the composition of the
Regional Transit Board, increases the oversight functions of the
Metropolitan Council and establishes a code of ethics to prohibit
conflict of interest on the part of employees, officers and members
of metropolitan agencies and commissions. The measure also
provides for the salary levels of agency and commission heads,




requires addition reports by the Metropolitan Council to the
Legislature detailing the priorities and goals of the council,
provides for the regulation of taxicabs in the metro area and
makes several changes in the laws governing the Regional Transit
Board. The bill will be heard next in the Finance Committee.

In other action Wednesday evening, the panel, chaired by Sen.
Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), approved a bill altering the procedures
concerning state procurement set asides for small businesses.
Under the measure, S.F. 1233, authored by Sen. Betty Adkins (DFL-
St. Michael), at least nine percent of the value of all state
procurements are to be awarded, if possible, to businesses owned
and operated by socially or economically disadvantaged persons
with their principal place of business in Minnesota. Further, the
bill allows a five percent preference in the amount bid on selected
state procurements to small businesses owned and operated by
socially or economically disadvantaged persons.

Four additional bills gained the committee members’ approval.
S.F. 1093, authored by Sen. Gene Metriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
outlines procedures for the shipment of high level radioactive
waste through Minnesota, provides for cooperation with the
federal government in nuclear waste site planning and provides
for emergency preparedness for nuclear waste transportation
incidents. S.F. 1359, sponsored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth),
creates the Northeastern Minnesota Economic Development
Corporation to provide incentives for industrial and manufacturing
enterprises to locate in northeastern Minnesota. S.F. 1322,
sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), creates a
council on biotechnology to develop a strategic plan to facilitate
economic expansion in the state by encouraging biotechnology
related developments. §.F.1203, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.), requires state departments and agencies to provide
services and materials in languages other than English when
serving a substantial number of non-English-speaking people.

Comparable worth exclusion bill heard

Committee members devoted most of the Wed., Apr. 10 meeting
to discussion of a bill that originally would exempt police and
firefighters from comparable worth evaluation systems. The
measure, H.F. 418, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), was amended to delete the exemption from the studies.
However, under the proposal, police and firefighter arbitration
would not be bound by the findings of the comparable worth
studies. The bill was laid over until next week to allow for
consideration of further amendments.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), approved a
second bill and recommended the measure be placed on the
Consent Calendar. The bill, HF. 112, sponsored by Sen. Robert
Lessard (DFL-Int’l. Falls), authorizes certain American Legion
officers and employees to elect state employee benefit coverage at
their own expense.

Health & Human Services

Community services project halted

The establishment of community based services demonstration
projects for the mentally retarded was halted by the defeat of S.F.
6206 at the Wed., Apr. 3, meeting of the Health and Human Services
Committee, chaired by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.).

Authored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), the bill
would have established demonstration projects in the Cambridge,
Faribault and Willmar state hospital service areas. For every two
licensed beds removed from the hospitals, only one could be
created for the projects. Long-term impact of the measure would
include the layoff of approximately 644 state hospital employees.

Four bills were approved by the committee. S.F. 612, authored
by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), would add chiropractic
services to General Assistance Medical Care (GMAC)

reimbursement rolls. S.F. 1050, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet
(DFL-Park Rapids), would require insurance companies requesting
autopsies to pay for the service rather than charging counties. S.F.
1047, authored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), would
expand the catastrophic health expense protection program. S.F.
975, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), would require
persons who treat child abuse victims to register with the Dept. of
Health and to maintain malpractice insurance coverage.

Two bills authored by Sen. Bill Diessner (DFL-Afton) did not
receive committee approval. S.F. 16 would have established an
environmental (hazardous substance) education and information
program, and S.F. 17 would have required chemical dependency
facilities to report results.

Testimony was also taken on S.F. 1262, authored by Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth). The bill would officially prohibit
misrepresentation of third party payments and billing practices in
advertising.

One additional bill was approved at the Thurs., Apr. 4, meeting
of the committee. S.F. 1127, authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake), would expand the definition of “neglected
child” to include “medical neglect.”

Subcommittee action

The Health and Human Services Subcommittee on State
Institutions, chaired by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), met Wed., Apr.
10, to hear testimony on Rule 4620.1800 regarding the maximum
permissible formaldehyde level in housing units. A resolution was
forwarded to the LCRAR recommending that the rule not be
suspended in anticipation of S.F. 1279 which will go into effect on
June 30, 1985. The rule regulates ambiant air standards while the
bill regulates product standards according to HUD guidelines.

The Health and Human Services Subcommittee on Income
Maintenance, chaired by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), also
met Wed., Apr. 10, to hear S.F. 990. Authored by Sen. Petty, the bill
concerns health care cost containment for the state through use of
HMO plans. The bill was amended and approved.

Judiciary
Psychotherapist bill gains

Members of the Judiciary Committee worked until the early
morning hours the night of Wed., Apr. 3, in the countdown to the
first session deadline. In all, the panel, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.), completed work on the entire agenda of nine bills,

A bill prescribing penalties for sexual exploitation by
psychotherapists generated considerable debate. The measure, S.F.
1003, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), prescribes
the same penalties for sexual exploitation by a psychotherapist as
for criminal sexual conduct in the third and fourth degree. The
penalties apply if the actor is a psychotherapist and the
complainant is a patient of the psychotherapist and the incident
occurred during the psychotherapy session, if the patient is
emotionally dependent upon the psychotherapist and unable to
withhold consent or if the incident occurred because of
therapeutic deception. The measure also places some limits on the
admissibility of a patient’s personal or medical history in
prosecutions arising under the criminal sexual conduct statutes
involving a psychotherapist and a patient.

Committee members also approved a bill allowing an award of
damages for mental anguish in wrongful death actions. Under
current law damages may only be awarded for pecuniary loss.
According to chief author Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), the bill,
S.F. 391, addresses the inequity of wrongful death actions on
behalf of a child or elderly person where pecuniary loss is not
applicable.

Changes in the laws relating to domestic abuse orders for
protection were also approved. S.F. 1036, sponsored by Sen.




Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), provides that in making
custody and visitation awards the court would consider the safety
of the victim and the children, that counseling and other services
would be provided only upon request of the petitioner, that the
court would have the authority to control the use of property by
both parties and clarifies that the court will assist any petitioner,
not just persons without counsel, in filling out the forms and
petition.

S.F. 847, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), authorizing the
use of closed-circuit television for child abuse victims’ testimony
in court was also advanced. Discussion on the measure centered
on questions concerning the sixth amendment right of defendants
to confront their accusers. According to Petty, a similar law was
upheld in a New Jersey case based on the constitutional issue.

Several other bills also gained the panel’s endorsement. S.F.
1191, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson, eliminates court
examination of evidence when there is a failure to comply with an
order of the Human Rights Department. S.F. 274, sponsored by
Spear, requires a hearing for the continued commitment of
mentally retarded persons. S.F. 327, authored by Sen. Bill Diessner
(DFL-Afton), establishes a system for titling and regulating security
interests in watercraft. S.F. 1357, sponsored by Reichgott, provides
penalties for tax contempt orders for people who do not file
complete income tax returns. S.F. 1277, authored by Sen. Fritz
Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake), provides that financial institutions
must notify the sheriff when an exemption is claimed by a
judgment debtor in a summary execution of a judgment debt.

Data privacy bills advance

The Thur., Apr. 4, meeting of the Judiciary Committee resulted
in the approval of three bills dealing with data privacy. S.F. 931,
authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), provides
that certain confidential information concerning individuals who
are the subjects of research or the recipients of alcohol or drug
abuse information, assessment or treatment may be released for
civil or criminal investigations if the court determines the
information is relevant. S.F. 1008, sponsored by Sen. Donna
Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), provides for the confidentiality of
Department of Human Rights investigative data, details the
procedure for access to human rights investigative data to persons
other than Human Rights Department employees and provides
that it is not a violation of data privacy rights for any agency to
provide data or information under a subpoena by the
Commissioner of Human Rights Department. S.F.1013, sponsored
by Sen. Randolph Peterson, is the Omnibus Data Practices Act and
makes numerous changes in the statutes dealing with public and
private data classifications.

In other action, the panel approved an additional two measures
during the afternoon hearing. S.F. 567, sponsored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), clarifies the provisions relating to the
required number of days of advance notice before a contract for
deed cancellation. S.F. 1014, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), clarifies the penalty provisions for failure to appear in
court, prohibits diversion of corporate property, allows for a six
person jury in gross misdemeanor cases and allows for the
admission into evidence of certain prior driving offense
convictions for purposes of impeachment.

Theft by credit card penalties approved

A bill describing a new crime of theft by financial credit card
and prescribing penalties for the crime generated considerable
debate at the Thurs., Apr. 4 evening meeting of the committee,
The bill, S.F. 863, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope), defines financial transaction cards as a credit card, banking
card, charge plate, courtesy card, bank services card, banking card,

check guarantee card, or debit card issued to allow the holder to
obtain credit, money, goods, services or anything else of value on
credit, The bill then defines the new crime as the use of the
financial transaction card, or card number, without the holder’s
consent, to obtain the property of another. The bill then
establishes a number of different penalties that parallel the statutes
for other kinds of theft. In addition, the measure describes the
various levels of theft involved in the giving of false information to
obtain a card, the selling of cards or card numbers, knowingly
furnishing goods and services to an unauthorized card holder, or
knowingly using a forged, false, or fictitious card.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), also
referred a measure adopting the Delaware General Corporation
Law for domestic corporations to the Committee on Taxes and Tax
Laws without recommendation. The bill, S.F. 1366, carried by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), would parallel Minnesota’s
current corporation law and would allow publicly held
corporations to incorporate either under the existing Minnesota
law or under the new proposal.

In addition, the panel approved seven other measures during
the marathon evening session. S.F. 979, also sponsored by Luther,
sets forth the guidelines for community dispute resolution
programs as requited by last year's legislation establishing the
programs. S.F. 1388, authored by Reichgott, clarifies that the Court
of Appeals shall have jurisdiction to issue writs of certiorari to all
agencies, public corporations and public officials except the Tax
Court and the Workers’ Compensation Court of Appeals. S.F. 919,
authored by Sen, Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), provides
for the protection of farmers who purchase goods that are subject
to a security interest or agricultural lien. S.F. 1356, authored by
Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove), is the revisot’s bill clarifying
statutes so that they conform with recent court decisions.

S.F. 1118, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
requires a lender to explain, in writing, why it will not finance a
farmer’s purchase of agricultural inputs. S.F. 710, authored by Sen.
Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield), allows retired tax court judges
and district court judges to serve on the tax court and provides for
their method of payment. S.F. 857, also sponsored by Freeman,
provides that certain statutes, those that have not been amended in
20 years, will be subject to judicial modification under certain
limited circumstances.

Dram shop bill gains

Two bills dealing with the controversial issue of dram shop
liability insurance were debated at the Wed., Apr, 10, committee
hearing, H.E. 265, sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-
Brooklyn Park), authorizes an aggregate policy limit of $300,000
for dram shop liability insurance, makes underinsured motorist
coverage mandatory, requires insurers to make annual repotts on
liquor liability insurance to the Department of Commerce, denies
subrogation by an insurer against a bar, requires insurers to inform
bars of the status of claims and details the kinds of injuries or loss
that may be recovered under dram shop actions. After extensive
discussion the measure was approved and re-referred to the
Economic Development and Commerce Committee.

A second measure, S.F. 318, authored by Sen. Neil Dieterich
(DFLSt. Paul), also makes a number of changes in the current
dram shop law. The proposal limits the subrogation of claims by
an insurer against a bar, provides for a minimum damage award of
$20,000 in case of a death, requires mandatory underinsured
motorist insurance coverage, details the kinds of injuries or loss
that may be recovered under dram shop actions and eliminates
pecuniary loss as an element of damages in dram shop actions.
The measure failed to gain the committee's approval.




Local & Urban Government
Members approve 21 bills

In two marathon meetings the Local and Urban Government
Committee, chaired by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan),
approved 21 bills in time to meet the first committee deadline on
Thurs., Apr. 4.

The morning session began with the approval of S.F. 357,
authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The
bill would permit Pine County to participate separately in the
community health service system, entitling the county to $65,000.
S.F. 670, authored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), was also
approved. The bill would increase the amount the St. Louis County
Board could appropriate to the county emergency fund from
$20,000 to $100,000.

Two bills authored by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton)
were approved by the committee. S.F. 1167 would exempt the
chief and deputy chief of police from the New Brighton police
civil service system. S.F. 1187 would allow municipalities to
establish reasonable area or response time residency requirements
for volunteer or nonprofit corporation firefighters.

S.F. 1086, authored by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood),
would provide arbitration for water supply disputes between St.
Paul, Maplewood and Mendota Heights. The bill was approved.

Also approved were SF. 1152, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson
(DFL-Mpls.), and S.F. 1075, authored by Sen, Fritz Knaak (IR-White
Bear Lake). S.F. 1152 would allow the city of Minneapolis, the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Minneapolis Library
Board and Special School District No. 1 to establish a Youth
Coordinating Board. S.F. 1075 would allow Ramsey County to sell
or lease certain land to White Bear for a township maintenance
facility.

The evening session focused first on S.F. 418, authored by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.). The bill, which delineates
allocation procedures for industrial development bonds, was
extensively amended. Bonding for the purchase of hospital
equipment, adding one point to the industrial weighting factor (as
opposed to’commercial) and requiring counties to report upon
completed projects were provisions added by amendment. An
additional amendment would ask DEED to increase allocations to
agri processing.

Two other public finance bills were approved. S.F. 1604,
authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), would
allow Carlton to issue general obligation bonds up to $555,000 for
the purpose of building a new fire hall. An amendment would
allow McGregor to issue bonds up to $100,000 for the purpose of
building a library. The bill was referred to Taxes. SF. 1411,
authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), would allow
Bemidji to appropriate city funds to a community seed capital fund
designated for economic development.

S.F. 1242, authored by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), was
approved. The bill would not allow residential facilities licensed
by the Corrections Dept. to locate in single family residential
zoning areas.

Two bills authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul) were
approved. S.F. 1189 would allow local units of government to
accept state or federal government funds for energy improvements
to heating facilities. S.F. 1307 would allow counties to maintain
private cemeteries containing persons deceased in 1875 as well as
those deceased prior to 1875,

Two bills authored by Sen. Don Anderson (IR-Wadena) were
approved. S.F. 1165 would authorize towns as well as counties or
municipalities to petition for the termination of a Regional
Development Commission. S.F. 1220 would grant port authority to
the city of Wadena.

S.F. 1358, authored by Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan),
would require property owners using town cartways to access their

property to share the cost of maintenance for the cartway. The bill
was approved.

Two bills authored by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro) were
approved. SF. 1291 would allocate county state-aid funds to
Harmony for the purpose of replacing a bridge on the Minnesota-
Towa border. S.F. 1308 would allow Olmsted County to enter into
real estate agreements in order to attract a National Institute of
Corrections training facility. The bill was referred to Taxes.

Three additional bills were approved. S.F. 1208, authored by
Sen. Earl Renneke (IR-LeSueur), would authorize Gaylord to issue
general obligation bonds up to $650,000 for the purpose of
financing municipal buildings. The bill was referred to Taxes. S.F.
1404, authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley),
would allow Dakota County to make electronic fund transfers. And
S.F. 1447, authored by Sen. Keith Iangseth (DFL-Glyndon), would
grant port authority to Breckenridge.

Prompt payment approved

A bill requiring local units of government to pay bills within 30
days following receipt of the invoice was approved at the Tues.,
Apr. 9, meeting of the Local and Urban Government Committee.

Based upon a similar law requiring the state to pay within 30
days, the bill was initiated in the interest of small business.
Automatic one and one half percent interest charges would be
applied to undisputed billings that are late. The interest would
provide a “proper leveraging device,” said Mike Hickey, National
Federation of Independent Business (NFIB). Thitty percent of the
NFIB members have late payment problems with local
government units, said Hickey.

Requiring the government unit to calculate accrued interest
rather than the private vendor caused considerable controversy. An
attempt was also made to increase the 30 day time limit to 45 days.
School districts and local government representatives testified
against the measure. The approved bill, S.F. 445, is authored by
Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley).

Two House bills were approved as well. HF. 362, authored by
Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), would increase the amount
that Beltrami County could spend for tourist, agricultural and
industrial development promotion from 50 cents to $1 per capita
of the county’s population. H.F. 516, authored by Sen. Betty Adkins
(DFL-St. Michael), would update statutes concerning counties.

H.F. 58, authored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), was
defeated. The bill would have given urban town powers to the
town of Moorhead for the purpose of installing a sewer system.

Property sale guidelines set

Requiring the commissioner of transportation to give notice to
adjacent landowners when selling excess county property and
allowing the commissioner to utilize real estate brokers if an offer
of sale to the highest bidder fails, was the intent of H.F. 446, heard
at the Thurs,, Apr. 11, meeting of the Local and Urban Government
Committee.

Sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), the approved
bill would require, if a broker is utilized, that the property be sold
for at least 90 percent of the appraised market value and that the
broker’s fee not exceed 10 percent of the sale price. The bill also
would authorize the county to sell personal property valued at
$15,000 or under rather than $500 or under without advertising for
bids, and sale proceeds would be forwarded to the trunk highway
fund.

H.F. 1152, carried by Sen. Patricia Kronebusch (IR-Rollingstone),
would allow the Winona County Board to sell the abandoned
Winona County Humane Society Shelter and land dedicated to
“public purpose” to a private business. The bill was approved.

Also approved was S.F. 541, authored by Sen. Michael Freeman
(DFL-Richfield). Forwarded by subcommittee, the bill would allow




Committee Capsule

the metropolitan sports facility commission to sell the
Bloomington sports facility land, approximately 102 acres, to the
Bloomington port authority for residential, commercial and
industrial use. A rider amendment that was added would require
the Metro Mosquito Control District to establish a mosquito and
blackfly control research program.

H.F. 585, sponsored by Sen. Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby), would
increase the allowable contract amount between a local
government officer and that government unit from $5,000 to
$15,000. As approved, the bill would require that the specific
situation not require competitive bids and that the government
unit’s population be less than 5,000.

A bill authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope) was
approved. S.F. 825 would allow members of the Crystal City
Council to hold other compatible public offices and would allow
the council to adopt emergency ordinances by a majority vote
(four of seven).

S.F. 868, approved by the committee last year, was again
approved. Authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls), the bill
would establish statewide uniform firearm regulations. Currently,
local government units may establish their own firearm
regulations.

Public Utilities & State Regulated
Industries
Liquor licenses debated

A bill allowing municipalities to grant holders of on-sale wine
and 3.2 beer licenses permission to sell strong beer, S.F. 283, was
approved at the Thurs., Apr. 4, meeting of the Public Utilities and
State Regulated Industries Committee, chaired by Sen. Neil
Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul). Small ethnic restaurants in particular
would benefit from this local option provision, said author Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.)

Two other liquor license bills were approved by the committee.
S.F. 1244, authored by Sen. Howard Knutson (IR-Burnsville),
would allow Burnsville to issue five additional on-sale intoxicating
liquor licenses to hotel/motel establishments. S.F. 1234, authored
by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), would permit St. Paul to
issue temporary on-sale wine licenses to nonprofit charitable,
religious or veterans organizations.

S.F. 1334, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), was
approved and placed on the Consent Calendar. Providing state
regulation by the Public Utilities Commission of intrastate natural
gas pipeline systems, the bill would prevent federal regulation of a
pending Canadian pipeline connection which would provide an
additional natural gas source to the metro area.

S.F. 1365, authored by Dieterich, was approved and referred to
Taxes. The bill would exempt certain organizations from
regulation by the Charitable Gambling Control Board and would
exempt certain organizations who conduct bingo and raffles from
sales tax. The bill also clarifies what expenses could be deducted
from gross receipts.

‘Two bills were laid over. S.F. 1211, authored by Sen. Don Frank
(DFL-Spring Lake Park), would require certain fees to be paid by
utilities to the Public Utilities Commission. S.F. 1269, authored by
Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), would permit Shingobee to
renew existing off-sale liquor licenses.

An evening meeting scheduled to hear S.F. 758 was adjourned
by Dieterich after the committee voted to hear a conflicting bill,
S.F. 27, authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul). S.F. 758,
authored by Sen. Frank, would include wine in the wholesalers’
anti-discrimination law.

PUC bill discussed

A bill implementing public utility regulations recommended by

a task force was amended and laid over at the Thurs., Apr. 11,
meeting of the Public Utilities and State Regulated Industries
Committee. The bill, HF. 539, was introduced by Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL-New Hope).

The bill would exempt natural gas pipelines constructed by a
regulated public utility from county and environmental quality
board regulation and would permit the Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) to grant an increase in natural gas or electric
rates established by settlement. Provisions raising controversy
would give the PUC an additional two months (or a total of
twelve) to approve new rate schedules, change rate reflection of
used property purchased by utilities, allow energy conservation
advertising by the utilities and change the provision allowing the
PUC to reimburse intervenors. An approved amendment would
effectively require the next two members appointed to the PUC to
initially reside in outstate areas; the five current members are from
the metro area.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Penalties set for dishonest taxpayers

A bill penalizing taxpayers who “substantially understate” the
amount of state income taxes due gained the committee’s
approval Wed., Apr. 10.

Persons who understate their tax liablity by at least $2,500 would
be penalized, according to the proposal sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids). Corporations would also be
penalized if their tax liability is at least $3,500 short. The bill, S.F.
1300, would apply to returns filed after June 30, 1985.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook),
also advanced a bill requiring the Dept. of Revenue to reduce the
aggregate value of real property within a county if it has declined
over five percent since January 2. The bill, S.F. 1350, authored by
Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), would essentially allow the
1985 property assessments on agricultural lands and homestead
property in economically distressed areas to be based on their
lower values. Dennis Erno from the department said the bill
would change who pays what share of the county’s total tax levy.

Non-profit organizations would be exempt from paying taxes on
the sale of personal property, food, drinks, meals and admission
tickets conducted at fund-raising events, according to another
proposal advanced by the committee. The exemption would apply
only to proceeds that are used solely for charitable, religious or
educational purposes. The exemption would not apply to bingo or
gambling activities, to events where a promoter or operator
receives a profit, or for funds raised to pay for an organization's
expenses. The bill, S.F. 83, is sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville).

The committee okayed two other bills Wednesday: S.F. 1161
(Kroening) includes the property tax exemption for property
leased by the Metropolitan Sports Facilities Commission to other
persons; and S.F. 749 (Chmielewski) allows unlicensed county
assessors and assistant assessors to be appointed by a county
board, but requires the license to be obtained within one year.

Floor Action

Senate acts on numerous bills

Members of the Senate met in a lengthy floor session Tues., Apr.
9, to begin work on the many bills that were approved by
committees and placed on the General Orders Calendar. Measures
on the General Orders Calendar may be debated, amended and
given preliminary approval. Those bills must then lie over for at
least 24 hours before being considered for final passage on the
Senate Calendar. The Tuesday floor session was continued into the
evening hours in an attempt to process as many bills as possible
and transmit them to the other body.




In addition, several non-controversial bills on the Consent
Calendar were given final approval. HF. 327, authored by Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), clarifies that brush in a
roadway belongs to the roadway authority, rather than to the
landowner, for purposes of removal. H.F. 894, authored by Sen.
Don Frank (DFL-Spring lake Park), clarifies the definition of
independent telephone company. H.F. 928, sponsored by Sen.
Patricia Kronebusch (IR-Rolling Stone), reinstates in the statutes
the provision requiring the registration of snowmobiles that was
inadvertly omitted last year. S.F. 767, authored by Sen. Collin
Peterson (DFL Detroit Lakes), provides for an increase in the
appropriation, from $4,500 to 50 cents per capita, a county may
make for a county humane society and allows Otter Tail County to
adopt an ordinance for the control of dogs and cats. H.F. 621,
carried by Frank, revises the language in the statutes concerning
persons with mental illness and mental retardation. S.F. 1320,
authored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), establishes a
system for regional poison information centers.

The remainder of the floor session was devoted to working on
the general orders calendar. S.F. 485, sponsored by Sen. Ron
Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), defines the prevention of the assignment,
transfer, or a sale of a franchise agreement under certain
circumstances as an unethical action. S.F. 82, sponsored by Sen.
Bill Diessner (DFL-Afton), requires that condominium floor plans
be approved by the county surveyor before being recorded. S.F.
152, authored by Frank, provides that insurance companies
headquartered outside Minnesota provide the same mandated
maternity benefits for unmarried minor women as insurance
companies headquartered in Minnesota, S.F. 568, sponsored by
Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), re-establishes the Advisory
Committee on nonpublic education. S.F. 448, authored by Sen.
Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), provides that the penalty for
assault on a firefighter or emergency medical service personnel is
the same as for assault on a peace officer.

S.E. 330, authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer),
permits churches to display low voltage Christmas tree lights. S.F.
728, carried by Wegscheid, is a resolution memorializing the 100th
anniversary of the birth of Harry S Truman, the 33rd President of
the United States. S.F. 127, authored by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-
Lanesboro), authorizes big game hunting licenses for non-resident
students at resident fees. S.F. 359, carried by Dieterich, authorizes
an increase in the maximum license fee for off-sale liquor licenses.
S.F. 805, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), codifies
language currently in rules that establishes grievance procedures
and employee benefits for long-term sheltered workshops. S.F.
675, sponsored by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), allow the
Department of Transportation to place minimum maintenance
signs along designated to county and township roads and
highways to exempt the road authorities from liability for damages
resulting from traveling those roads.

S.F. 468, carried by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), requires
and educational cooperative service unit to conduct an annual
meeting to discuss issues and facilitate coordination and
cooperation. S.F.126, authored by Lantry, requires post-secondary
education governing boards to develop procedures to ease the
transfer of credits between institution and to develop uniform
course numbering systems. S.F. 798, authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), removes ISD #709 educational assistants from the
civil service. S.F. 563, sponsored by Stumpf, requires the state
Board of Vocation Technical Education to repeal student-staff
ratios and adopt policies about minimum class size and
placement. S.F. 566, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove), enacts the Uniform Foreign Country Money-Judgements
Act. S.F. 882, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.),
makes a number of noncontroversial changes in statutes governing
the Department of Commerce. S.F. 519, authored by Sen. Michael
Freeman (DFL-Richfield), authorizes the use of life insurance

funding agreements and prescribes the powers of the
‘commissioner. o

S.F. 219, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL Princeton),
restricts the moving of highway right of way ditches to the first 8
feet during certain times of the year in order to preserve pheasant
habitat. S.F. 437, carried by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), rewrites the
statutes governing fraternal benefit societies offering insurance
policies. S.F. 281, also sponsored by Petty, clarifies the procedures
for making claim against the state by an inmate on conditional
release who is injured and limits those claims to recovery of
medical expenses. S.F. 597, authored by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-
Mankato), grants the powers of a port authority to the city of North
Mankato. S.F. 70, authored by Schmitz, provides for acquisition and
relocation assistance in cases of hardship to owners of homestead
property located in a proposed state highway corridor. S.F. 381,
clarifies the authority of the Commissioner of Health regarding
repeated or continued nursing home correction orders or
noncompliance violations. S.F. 693, authored by Spear, provides
for the forfeiture of communications devices and the proceeds
derived from the commission of a crime. S.F. 623, sponsored by
Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), clarifies the factors that
must be considered for the award of maintenance in marriage
dissolutions. =

S.F. 709, authored by Jude, raises the jurisdictional limit on
claims in conciliation court to $2,000. S.F. 761, carried by Pehler,
clarifies the definition of uniform traffic tickets, provides a penalty
for failure to respond to summons and complaint under uniform
traffic tickets and establishes a system for collecting unpaid fines.
S.F. 557, authored by Frank, removes the limits on credits offered
on workers’ compensation insurance premiums. S.F. 1088,
authored by Sen. Donna Peterson, includes the University of
Minnesota in the revenue recapture act. S.F. 827, sponsored by
Reichgott, requires child support or maintenance obligers to file
address changes with the court and the obligee. S.F. 441, authored
by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), raises the pay for persons
in the Minnesota National Guard from $50 to $75 per day. S.F. 647,
authored by Pehler, removes some limits on the powers of the
Minnesota Education Computing Corporation. S.F. 285, carried by
Kronebusch, eliminates the limitation on the gross receipts of
farms eligible for economic development loans. S.F. 521,
sponsored by Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), makes numerous
noncontroversial changes in the statutes dealing with cotrections.
S.F. 930, sponsored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault),
clarifies the penalties for failure to provide security for basic
reparation benefits and requires certification to obtain tax exempt
passenger license plates for unmarked law enforcement agency
vehicles.

S.F. 1073, sponsored by Schmitz, provides for installment
payments of deferred special assessments plus interest upon the
sale of green acres property. S.F. 1183, authored by Dieterich,
provides for the issuance of liquor licenses within Indian Country
and authorizes an on-sale license in a Minneapolis theater with a
seating capacity greater than 2,500. S.F. 609, authored by Reichgott,
provides procedures for the waiver of rights in certain human
rights cases. S.F. 295, carried by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park
Rapids), authorizes a special levy for parks in Hubbard County, a
hospital in Clearwater County, and agricultural and tourism
promotion in Cass County. S.F. 987, authored by Sen. Jerome
Hughes (DFL-Maplewood), provides for voting by mail in
township elections. S.F. 783, authored by Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine), authorizes additions to and deletions from specific state
parks.

In the evening session, the Senate gave preliminary approval
and additional to 10 bills,

S.F. 676, sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), allows town business to be conducted outside of town
limits. S.F. 186, also sponsored by Chmielewski, requires the PCA




director to give notice of application for a water pollution
discharge permit. S.F. 750, sponsored by Chmielewski, authorizes
the American Veterans organization to use space in the Veterans
Services building,

S.F. 569, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
grants conservation officers the authority of peace officers. S.F. 682,
sponsored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), eliminates exclusions to
licensing of child care programs. S.F. 302, also sponsored by Petty,
allows public funds to be deposited in thrift institutions. S.F. 384,

sponsored by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), transfers state
lands to the federal government for Voyageurs National Park,

S.F. 1117, sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), calls on
the President and the U.S. Congress to amend the Social Security
Act. S.F. 916, also sponsored by Berglin, establishes a state advisory
planning council for mental illness using federal block grant
funds. H.F 470, carried by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
allows the establishment of joint vocational technical districts.
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Monday, April 15, 1985

Governmental Operations, Chair: Donald Moe

8:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: HF. 468-Wegscheid: State demographer duties; H.F. 648
Davis: Rural development council; H.F. 786-Pogemiller:
Transfer of commission appointments; H.F. 513-Moe,
D.M.: Regulating the career executive service.

Veterans & General Legislation, Chair: Bob Lessard

8:00 AM Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: HF. 656-Peterson, C.C.: County appropriations for
county humane societies; H.F. 951-Taylor: Local heritage
preservation commissions; H.F. 835-Kamrath: Expiration
of driver’s license for spouse of active duty member of
armed forces.

Finance Subc. on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf
10:00 AM Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Tentative meeting - call for agenda.

Health & Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin

10:00 AM Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: HF. 1438; House Health & Human Services Omnibus
bill; public testimony.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear

10:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 116-Mehrkens: Employee Social Responsibility Act;
S.F. 343-Wegscheid: Harassment of hunters; S.F. 348-
Ramstad: Animal control, owner liability; H.F. 78-
Berglin: Disorderly houses; H.F. 674-Berglin: Adoption
by relatives; S.F. 591-Luther: Attachment procedures; S.F.
1071-Petty: Stockholder access to corporate records; S.F.
1180-Merriam: Service of real estate registration of title
notices; S.F. 1214-Pehler: Good samaritan immunity for
volunteer firefighters; S.F. 1223-Kronebusch: Anatomical
gifts by minors; S.F. 1362-Jude: Revisor’s text revision
bill; S.F. 1363-Jude: Revisor’s corrections, etc. bill; S.F.
1371-Sieloff: Court transcript fees; S.F. 1429-Peterson,
RW.: Judicial, legislative indemnification. (Continues
after session.)

Transportation, Chair: Clarence Purfeerst
10:00 AM Room 112, Capitol
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Agenda: H.F. 221-Purfeerst: Designating George Mann Highway;
S.F. 792-Taylor: State Patrol radios; S.F. 947-Novak: Six
year license plates; S.F. 1236-DeCramer: Sale of state
transportation bonds for bridges; S.F. 1340-Purfeerst:
Driver license fee increase to be used for drunk driving
prevention programs; S.F. 1348-Purfeerst: Railroad
proceeding fees; S.F. 1379-Schmitz: County state-aid
highway fund; S.F. 1093-Merrian: Transportation,
shipments of high level radioactive waste.

Finance Subc. on Health & Human Services, Chair: Don

Samuelson

1:00 PM  Room 120, Capitol

Agenda: Continuation of public testimony on the Dept. of
Human Services budget.

The Senate will be in session at 2:00 PM.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear
After session  Room 15, Capitol
Agenda: Bills remaining from morning meeting.

Tuesday, April 16, 1985

Economic Development & Commerce, Chair: Sam Solon

8:00 AM Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 314-Petty: Underinsured motorist insurance
coverage, stacking; S.F. 800-Reichgott: Prohibits
deceptive advertising; H.F. 385-Kroening: Advertising
restrictions for plumbers; S.F. 661-Freeman: Regulating
membership camping; S.F. 334-Luther: Dram shop
insurance; S.F. 879-Freeman: Dept. of Energy &
Economic Development (DEED) bill. (See 6 PM
meeting.)

Public Utilities & State Regulated Industries, Chair: Neil

Dieterich

8:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 27-Waldorf: Liquor, discrimination. (See 7:00 PM
meeting.)

Employment, Chair: Florian Chmielewski
10:00 AM Room 112, Capitol




Agenda: SF. 1218-Pehler: Fair Labor Standard Practices; S.F. 1259-
Johnson, D,J.: Peace officers; S.F. 1294-Brataas:
Unemployment insurance; S.F. 41-Chmielewski:
Unemployment insurance; S.F. 1342-Chmielewski: Pay
equity extension on compliance.

Health & Human Services Subc. on Income Maintenance,

Chair: Ron Dicklich

10:00 AM Room 120, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 990-Petty: Health care cost containment (HMO),
Governor’s bill.

Local & Urban Government, Chair: Robert Schmitz

10:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: Discussion of federal budget, impact on local units of
government, Janelle Bush, City of Minneapolis.

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair: Gene Merriam

1:00 PM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 723-Peterson, RW.: Enhancement of fish & wildlife;
S.F. 742-Isackson: Conservation reserve contracts
covering marginal ag. land; S.F. 927-Merriam: Exempting
certain boats from licensing requirements.

Health & Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin

1:00 PM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 494-Samuelson: Regulating community health
services; S.F. 1176-Merriam: Job classification in child
protection; S.F. 357-Chmielewski: Pine County health
services; S.F. 928-Wegscheid: Hearing aids; H.F. 702-
Diessner: Mentally ill; HF. 1193-Bertram: Corrections
records; H.F. 533-Wegscheid: Foreign veterinarians; H.F.
701-Dicklich: Mental health boards.

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
3:00 PM  Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Capital budget allocations.

Taxes & Tax Laws, Chair: Douglas Johnson

3:00 PM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 172-Nelson: Omnibus Education Aids bill; S.F. 1329-
Merriam: Dept. sales tax bill; S.F. 615-Stumpf: Lake of
the Woods county improvements; S.F. 420-Davis:
Extending Class 3 property to fraternal beneficiary
associations; S.F. 639-Bertram: Omnibus township bill;
S.F. 992-Vega: Exempt property owned by fraternal
organizations; S.F. 801-Pogemiller: County criminal tax
investigations; S.F. 1061-Schmitz: Clarifying the
definition of real property; S.F. 1104-Reichgott: Dept.
technical changes bill; S.F. 1208-Renneke: Gaylord
municipal buildings; S.F. 1308-Benson: Olmsted County
sales.

Economic Development & Commerce, Chair: Sam Solon
6:00 PM  Room 118, Capitol
Agenda: Bills not completed at morning meeting.

Public Utilities & State Regulated Industries, Chair: Neil

Dieterich

7:00 PM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: HF. 97-Benson: Farm winery; HF. 308-Purfeerst: Sunday
liquor; H.F. 428-Storm: Eden Prairie liquor; S.F. 579-
Wegscheid: Wine in grocery stores; H.F. 698-Taylor:
North Mankato liquor license; HF. 602-Bertram:
Alcohol, extension of credit; H.F. 1145-Dieterich: Liquor
recodification; S.F. 1238-Storm: Temporary on-sale
license.

Wednesday, April 17, 1985

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
8:00 AM Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Capital budget allocations. (See 3:00 PM meeting.)

Education, Chair: James Pehler

8:30 AM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: Confirmation hearings for appointments to Higher
Education Coordinating Board, State University Board,
and State Board of Vocational Technical Education.

Finance Subc. on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf
10:00 AM Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Tentative meeting - call for agenda.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear

10:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: HF. 213/S.F. 500-Spear: Child abuse, vulnerable adult
abuse investigation notification; S.F. 1434-Jude: Unlawful
detainer service.

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair: Gene Merriam

1:00 PM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: H.F. 231-Solon: Private sale of certain tax forfeited land;
H.F. 521-Benson: Allowing counties to dispose of land
without reserving mineral rights; S.F. 1258-Johnson, DJ.:
Grants to counties to aid in timber development; S.F.
1087-Frederick: Drainage, construction of roads rather
than crossings; S.F. 1275-Chmielewski: Timber,
transferring certain powers and duties of IRRRB to DNR.
(See 7:00 PM meeting.)

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
3:00 PM  Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

Taxes & Tax Laws, Chair: Douglas Johnson
3:00 PM Room 15, Capitol
Agenda: Call for agenda.

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair: Gene Merriam

7:00 PM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 222-Davis: Income tax incentives to sell or lease ag.
land to beginning farmers; S.F. 806-Novak: Regulating
underground storage tanks; S.F. 1225-Davis: Regulating
organic foods; H.F. 1150-Peterson, RW.: Sale of tax
forfeited land in Chisago County.

Thursday, April 18, 1985

Economic Development & Commerce, Chair: Sam Solon
8:00 AM Room 118, Capitol
Agenda: HF. 671-Petty: Regional banking reciprocity bill.

Health & Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin

10:00 AM Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Bills not completed Tues.; Subcommittee reports on
Rule 4620.1800 Maximum permissible formaldehyde
level in housing units and S.F. 990-Petty: Health care
cost containment; Possible additional bills.

Local & Urban Government, Chair: Robert Schmitz

10:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 1272-Stumpf: Partition fences, changing procedures;
Possible additional bills.




The Senate will be in session at 12:00 Noon.

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
3:00 PM Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear

After Session  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 1159-Luther: Corporate take-over regulation
amendments; Bills from previous meetings.

Friday, April 19, 1985

Education, Chair: James Pehler

8:30 AM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: Confirmation hearings on the appointments to the State
Board for Community Colleges, Council on Quality
Education, State Board of Education, and Higher
Education Facilities Authority.

Finance Subc. on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf
10:00 AM Room 120, Capitol

Service Offices

Office Phone Room
Senate Public Information 296-0504 B-29
Secretary of the Senate -~ for copies of bills 296-2343 231
Senate Index - for bill status 296-2887 231
Senate Hotline - for committee schedules 296-8088

House Public Information Office 296-2146 G99
Chief Clerk’s Office - for copies of bills ~ 296-2314 211
House Index - for bill status 296-6646 211
House Call - for committee schedules 296-9283

Agenda: Tentative meeting - call for agenda.

Judiciary, Chair: Allan Spear

10:00 AM Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: H.F. 268/SF. 300-Merriam: MERLA amendments
(Superfund); H.F. 83-Reichgott: Juvenile judge rotation;
Bills remaining from previous meetings.

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair: Gene Merriam

1:00 PM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 948-Pehler: Changes in state program for solid waste
processing facilities; S.F. 1315-Bernhagen: Discharge of
firearms and access to ag. lands; H.F. 852-Gustafson:
Easement of state lands to Duluth; S.F, 910-DeCramer:
Flood hazard mitigation program; S.F. 1219-Stumpf:
Groundwater protection, watershed district purpose; S.F.
1065-Peterson, RW.: Regulating three-wheel vehicles;
S.F. 1202-Dahl: Monitoring water quality of private wells,
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Liquor bills defeated

Two major liquor bills aimed at increasing competition between
wholesalers as well as retailers failed after lengthy hearings in the
Public Utilities and State Regulated Industries Committee, Tues.,
April 16.

S.F. 27, authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul) would
have allowed licensed importers of intoxicating liquor to sell
products exclusively to a single wholesaler, establishing
franchising, Currently, a 1973 law requires that imported liquor be
made available to all licensed Minnesota wholesalers on an equal
basis.

“This law has had absolutely no effect whatever on the price of
wholesale liquor,” said Stephen Hoenack, a U of M professor and
consultant who conducted a study for the five major Minnesota
wholesalers who supported the bill. Opposition was voiced by
discount wholesalers, including the Bellboy Corporation, who
claimed they would go out of business if the law changed. The bill
went down on an 8-6 vote.

S.F. 579, authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley),
was defeated by voice vote at a crowded evening meeting. The bill
would have allowed grocery stores to sell wine and exclusive
liquor stores to sell a percentage of food. Grocery store owners in
favor of the bill argued that 38 states currently have this policy, that
state wine and food industries would benefit and that state tourism
would benefit. Grapegrowers and cheese processors also voiced
support.

Opponents, including independent and municipal liquor stores,
argued for the survival of “exclusive” liquor stores and pointed to
health hazards and inadequate law enforcement needed for the
additional underage traffic, DWI arrests and accidents.

Panel advances unemployment comp bill

After devoting numerous committee meetings to discussion of
unemployment compensation, the Senate Employment
Committee, chaired by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), okayed S.F. 41, Thursday, April 18. Chmielewski said the
proposal would make the unemployment compensation fund
solvent. “This will keep us out of debt for the next decade,” he
said.

The bill was amended by the author to retain the split wage
base that had been deleted in an earlier draft of the bill.

The measure would also drop maximum weekly benefits after a
current cap on maximum benefits is removed. Currently, benefits
are capped at $198 per week. When the cap is removed, benefits
could increase to $234 per week. The bill would compute the
maximum benefit at 60 percent of the state’s average weekly wage,
or about $208. Persons would qualify for unemployment
compensation by working 15 weeks at $100 per week or 30 weeks
at 20 hours per week.  The committee voted down another bill
dealing with unemployment compensation. S.F. 1294, sponsored
by Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester), would slow the increase in
unemployment compensation benefits and require 20 credit
weeks to qualify for benefits.

Brataas said the benefits needed to be trimmed to keep in line
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with other states. “Minnesota is more generous than other states.
The pendulum has swung too far to the left,” she said.

The bill failed on a 4 to 7 roll call vote.

The committee tabled action on S.F. 1342, The bill addresses
pay equity extension.

Bill delaying school openings fails

On a narrow 27-28 vote, the Senate defeated a bill Thurs., Apr.
18, prohibiting schools from opening before Labor Day.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), author of H.F. 151, said the
proposal would boost tourism and encourage cooperation among
school districts. He added that parents are asking for the proposal.

Opponents to the bill said the local school boards should
determine when schools are to open.

The Senate did grant final passage to several proposals: H.F. 517
(Freeman) authorizing the use of funding agreements; H.F. 1
(Lessard) establishing a procedure for the consolidation of
International Falls and South International Falls; S.F. 1231 (Willet)
memorializing the President and Congress to take immediate steps
to reduce acid rain; H.F. 112 (Lessard) allowing certain American
Legion officers and employees to choose a state employee benefit
coverage at their own expense; HF. 335 (Knaak) removing
specific information from the certified record for commitment of
persons convicted of a felony or a gross misdemeanor; H.F. 511
(Peterson, RW.) clarifying the elements of the crime of assault in
the second degree; and H.F. 461 (Knaak) requiring that Ramsey
municipal court judges set the salaries of conciliation court
referees in Ramsey county.

Panel okays wildlife improvements

The Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee okayed a
proposal Wednesday, Apt. 17, appropriating funds to enhance the
state’s wildlife and fish habitat. The “Reinvest in Minnesota”
proposal, sponsored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming),
creates a state-funded agriculture set-aside program and
establishes a habitat matching account,

Under the bill, S.F. 723, the state would pay farmers who put
marginal agricultural farm land out of production. The idle land,
which would help protect soil and water, would be used to
develop wildlife habitat. The habitat matching account created in
the bill would match private donations with state funds for habitat
improvements. The proposal also creates a water recreation
account to improve recreational waters and increase funding for
public accesses.

Peterson said the bill would improve the state’s wildlife and fish
habitat, aid tourism, and reduce agriculture surplus. Funding for
his proposal will be determined by the Finance Committee,

Members of the commiittee sent a similar proposal, the
“Minnesota Conservation Reserve Act of 1985,” to the Finance
Committee. Sponsored by Sen. Doran Isackson (IR-Storden), the
bill, S.F. 742, also creates a set-aside program to help financially
distressed farmers, improve wildlife habitat and protect soil and
water quality.
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Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Stiffer PCB regulations advance

Capacitors, transformers, storage containers and other products
containing PCBs would be removed from public buildings by
1995, according to a bill advanced by the committee Fri., Apr. 12.

The date for the PCB products to be out of public buildings
depend upon the amount of PCB contained. PCB products with
more that 500,000 parts per million of PCB must be removed by
1988, while products with 500 parts per million of PCB would not
have to be removed until 1995,

Sponsored by committee chairman Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), the bill also requires owners of PCB products
containing more than 500 parts per million of PCB to notify their
local fire department of the product’s location. The bill, S.F. 1198,
was referred to the Finance Committee.

Pine martens—a squirrel-sized, tree climbing member of the
weasel family—and raccoons could be trapped, according to
another bill approved by the committee. The bill, S.F. 791,
authored by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), also
eliminates the special licensing for the taking of beaver.

The committee advanced two other bills Friday. S.F. 1374
(Freeman) requires Fort Snelling State Park concession
agreements signed by the commissioner of natural resources and
approved by the executive council to be renewed with no increase
in fees until 1990. H.F. 565 (DeCramer) allowing the Soil and
Water Conservation Board to insure that districts comply with the
state wide programs and policies.

Members review wildlife enhancement bill

The committee began considering a bill Tues., Apr. 16, that
would appropriate funds to enhance the state’s wildlife and fish
habitat.

Sponsored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), the
proposal creates an agriculture set-aside program and establishes a
habitat matching account, whereby state funds for habitat
improvements would be released when matched by private sector
donations.

Under the set-aside program, the state would compensate
farmers who put idle marginal agricultural land out of production.
The intent is to develop wildlife habitat, protect soil and water
quality and aid the farm economy by reducing crop production,
said Peterson. The proposed matching fund established in the bill
would release state dollars to acquire land for wildlife habitat. The
proposal also creates a water recreation account, which would be
funded from the portion of the gas tax that is considered to be
paid by boat owners. The money would be used to improve
recreational waters and increase public accesses.

The committee did not take action on the bill, S.E. 723, during
the Tuesday meeting.

The committee did approve a bill exempting small, lightweight
row boats, called “rowing shells,” from licensing requirements.
The bill, S.F. 927, is sponsored by Merriam.

Timber grant allocation mandated

The committee advanced a bill during the Wed., Apr. 17,
afternoon meeting that requires the Dept. of Natural Resources to
provide timber development grants to qualifying counties. The
bill, S.F. 1258, was referred to the Finance Committee, where the
appropriation for those grants will be determined.

Before the grants would be provided, counties would have to
set-aside funds for timber development and have completed an
annual work plan describing their timber management and
development programs. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Douglas

Johnson (DFL-Cook), would prohibit counties from receiving
grants if previous grants have not been properly spent.

Persons who are in the military and are stationed at Camp Ripley
for training could purchase a resident fishing license, according to
a bill approved by the committee, The bill, HF. 18, authored by
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), would permit the license to
be valid for one year.

In other action Wednesday afternoon, the committee approved
the following bills: S.F. 308 (Solon) permitting the sale of specific
tax forfeited land in St. Louis County; HF. 521 (Benson) allowing
the Winona County Board to convey land that was erroneously
acquired as a highway right of way; and S.F. 1087 (Frederick)
allowing the construction of a road to improve or maintain a
drainage system when it is more cost-effective or practical than
constructing a bridge.

Aid for beginning farmers advances

The committee approved a bill Wednesday evening providing
propetty tax credits for landowners that lease land to beginning
farmers. According to S.F. 222, authored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), the Dept. of Revenue would reimburse counties
lost revenue. The bill also allows landowners to reduce their
federal adjusted gross income on 50 percent of the capital gains
acquired from the sale of farmland to a beginning farmer. Also, the
bill permits the deduction of interest against gross income by state
and federally chartered banks in Minnesota on loans to beginning
farmers. The interest rate on the loan must not be more than 12
percent.

A bill requiring the Pollution Control Agency to adopt safety
measures for the operation of underground storage tanks by 1987
also gained the committee’s approval. The rules would have to
insure that the tanks are installed properly; designed to prevent
release of substances and adequately store the substance. The
proposal, S.F. 806, also requires owners of abandoned and existing
underground storage tanks to notify the agency of their existence.
The bill, which is sponsored by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), prohibits local governments from enacting regulations
that “conflict” with the PCA regulations; however, local
governments could enact more stringent regulations.

Also Wednesday evening, the committee okayed a bill
exempting mobile home parks and recreational camping areas
from being licensed to sell food by the Dept. of Agriculture if they
are licensed by the Dept. of Health. The bill, S.F. 1225, sponsored
by Davis, also requires regulation of organic food by the
commissioner of agriculture.

Economic Development and
Comimerce

Dram shop bill okayed

The Economic Development and Commerce Committee,
chaired by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), approved a bill
authorizing a $300,000 aggregate dram shop policy limit, Tues.,
Apr. 16 in an evening session.

H.F. 265, carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
would require drivers to carry $25,000 of underinsured and
uninsured motorist insurance. Luther said the underinsurance
coverage would limit the number of claims brought against bars
for damages from DWT accidents. “The more underinsurance
coverage a driver has,” said Luther, “the less likely that he or she
will bring suit against a bar.” The measure would also require
insurers to make annual reports on liquor liability insurance to the
Department of Commerce. It would also deny subrogation by an
insurer against a bar, require insurers to inform bars of the status
of claims and detail the kinds of injuries or loss that may be
recovered under dram shop actions.




An amendment to exclude bars with less than $250,000 in
annual liquor sales from mandatory dram shop insurance failed.
The motion was offered by Sen. Don Anderson (IR-Wadena).

The panel also advanced S.F. 879, sponsored by Sen. Michael
Freeman (DFL-Richfield). The Department of Energy and
Economic Development (DEED) bill would increase the
department’s bonding authority from $10 million to $30 million.

Anderson offered an amendment to reinstate the $10 million
limit, The motion failed.

Underinsurance bill advances

The committee okayed a bill that would require underinsurance
coverage and prevent “stacking” of insurance coverage, in a
morning session, Tues., Apr. 16.

H.F. 345, carried by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), prohibit two car
owners from “stacking” both policies to cover damages from one
accident.

The measure would also require $25,000 worth of uninsurance
and underinsurance coverage.

Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope) amended the bill to
strengthen penalties for Minnesota drivers not carrying auto
insurance. The measure would require drivers to present an
insurance identification card before receiving license tabs.
Reichgott said that currently some people give false insurance
policy numbers when receiving new license tabs. The amendment
would also require insurance companies to notify the
Commissioner of Public Safety of any auto insurance cancellations.
She said this would prevent people from obtaining insurance in
order to receive new license tabs, and then cancelling the
insurance policy.

H.F. 345 was approved by the committee on a 9 to 6 roll call
vote.

A bill making deceptive “going out of business” sales illegal
also won committee approval. Reichgott, sponsor of S.F. 800, said
the bill is designed to protect consumers from sales presumed to
be offering high quality merchandise at a loss.

The bill would require that the sales last no longer than 120
days. Dealers would also be prohibited from increasing their
inventories during the sales or purchasing unusual amounts of
merchandise 90 days prior to the sale.

S.F. 385, was also approved by the panel. The bill, carried by
Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), restricts advertising for plumbers.
The measure would require plumbing advertisements and vehicles
to include the license number for the master plumber. The
proposal also requires plumbers advertising themselves as
“plumbing contractors” or “master plumbers” to be licensed.

S.F. 661, sponsored by Freeman, was also approved. It would
make several regulatory changes for membership camping.

Panel considers regional banking

The committee began hearing testimony on a regional banking
reciprocity bill and approved two other bills, Thurs., Apr. 18,

S.F. 607 sponsored by Petty, would authorize interstate
acquisition and formation of banks between Minnesota and other
states on a reciprocal basis.

Petty said bringing additional competition into Minnesota’s
financial community would provide improved services for
consumers.

Opponents of the bill say the legislation would put small
independent bankers out of business.

Tom Triplett, Director of State Planning, expressed support from
the Governor's office. Triplett said that more than 20 states have
similar legislation. He also indicated that S.F. 607 would
compliment current efforts to boost Minnesota’s economy. “It
would be a real shot in the arm for Minnesota's Economic
Development,” he said. Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) disagreed.
He said that large banks with competitive advantages would harm

small independent banks responsible for providing many jobs in
the state. “Most money and jobs come from small businesses,” he
added.

Several supporters argued that large companies based in
Minnesota need large banks. Metro Banks President Michael Pint
said, “Iarge Minnesota companies like 3M and Honeywell have to
go to New York banks to be able to handle their credit lines.”

The committee recommended H.F. 580 for passage. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), would require 40
percent of directors of community development corporations to
have incomes under 80 percent of the county or state median
family income. Current law requires 40 percent of the directors to
have low incomes.

H.F. 1236, carried by Sen. Donald Storm (IR-Edina), was also
recommended to pass. The bill would require final versions of
documents to be signed rather than requiring all versions of
documents to be signed, as current law mandates.

Education

Appointments confirmed

Confirmation of appointments to the Minnesota Higher
Education Coordinating Board (HECB), State University Board and
State Board of Vocational Technical Education was completed at
the Wed., Apr. 17, meeting of the Education Committee, chaired by
Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud).

Four HECB appointments were confirmed. New members
Maureen A. Johnson, Minneota, and Orrin V. Rinke, Sauk Rapids,
were appointed for six year terms, Archie D. Chelseth, Cloquet,
was reappointed for a four year term, and Mona J. Hintzman,
Brooklyn Center, was appointed as a student representative for a
one year term.

Two State University Board reappointments and one student
appointment were confirmed. Rodney N. Searle, Waseca, and
Russell P. Stanton, Marshall, were appointed for four year terms,
and James B. Lund, a Mankato student, was appointed for a two
year term.

Three State Board of Vocational Technical Education members
were confirmed. Receiving reappointment for four year terms
were: Jane Preston, White Bear Lake; Alan Olson, Farmington; and
Patricia Allinder, Willmar.

Employment

Members review Unemployment Insurance
bill

Senator Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester) presented her proposal to
reform the state’s unemployment insurance program during the
Tues., Apr. 16, meeting. The bill, S.F. 1294, is one of two proposed
measures being considered by the committee.

Brataas said her bill would bring benefit payments into line with
other major states and would slow benefit increases to the rate of
inflation. She said her proposal would allow for benefit increases
of $194 million through 1990; whereas the current law would
increase benefits by $944 million. If adopted, her proposal would
establish a reserve in the unemployment insurance fund of $200
million.

Among the several proposed changes, S.F. 1294 would cap the
maximum weekly benefits for three weeks; increase the number
of weeks necessary to qualify for benefits from 15 to 20 and
establish the required earning per week at $100; determine weekly
benefit amounts by multiplying one percent of the annual gross
earnings; stiffen provisions determining when a claimant must
accept work; discourage seasonal workers from continuing to
receive benefits each year; and establish the existing employer’s
taxable wage base into law.

The committee did not act on the bill Tuesday.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-




Sturgeon lake), advanced a bill making minor changes to the Fair
Labor Standard Law. The proposal, S.F. 1218, is sponsored by Sen.
James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud).

Energy and Housing

Panel completes session business

The Senate Energy and Housing Committee, chaired by Sen.
Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), advanced three bills before
adjourning for the session, Tues., Apr. 16.

S.F. 352, sponsored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield),
would require permits for compressed natural gas-powered
vehicles. The fees would be in lieu of gas taxes. The annual fee
would be based on weight and range from $92 to $240, said
Freeman.

S.F. 896, sponsored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
would allow school districts to calculate their energy pay back
based on fuel used before conversion to wood when applying for
a state conservation investment loan. Applications would have to
be made by Jan., 1986 for the federal matching loan program for
wood conversion.

H.F. 730, carried by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove), would
adopt nation:' standards for diesel fuel, kerosene, and fuel oil.

The pane; wso confirmed the Governor's appoints to the
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency. The Appointments of J. Mark
Wedel, Shirley Van Dyck, Robert A, Worthington and Demetrius G.
Jelatis were approved.

Finance

Panel revicws jobs bill

The Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human Services,
chaired by Sen. Dun Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), advanced a jobs
bill to the full committee, Thurs., Apr. 18.

S.F. 818, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
would consolidate several state unemployment and training
programs . The bill would bring the programs under a new
Department of Employment and Training.

“The bill is designed to decrease unemployment and welfare
caseloads in Minnesota by emphasizing jobs and training programs
rather than welfare,” said Pogemiller. The measure would include
wage subsidized jobs in the public and private sector.

Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing) amended the bill to
prohibit public employee positions from being eliminated and
replaced by program participants.

The panel also approved S.F. 251, sponsored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). The bill would establish an educational
program for resident and family advisory councils for nursing
homes.

S.F. 684 was also advanced to the full committee. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), would direct
the Department of Health to cover the cost of a special dietary
formula for infants with P.K.U. syndrome. The syndrome prevents
infants from digesting certain kinds of protein. Dah! estimated that
there are only 100 P.K.U. cases nationwide. He explained that
insurance companies don't cover the cost of the expensive
formula.

The subcommittee also continued budget hearings for the
Department of Human Services, Mon., Apr. 15.

The Subcommiittee on Education, chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf,
continued capital budget hearings, Fri., Apr. 12 and Mon., Apr. 15.

The Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-
States, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), heard
testimony on budget proposals Fri., Apr. 12, and continued capital
and Mn/DOT budget hearings, Tues., Apr. 16 and Wed., Apr. 17.

The Subcommittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), continued a capital budget hearing, Tues.,
Apr. 16 and heard operating budgets, Thurs., Apr., 18.

Governmental Operations

Commission appointments bill debated

A bill ransferring the authority to make appointments to various
boards and commissions from the governor to department heads
received extensive debate at the Mon., Apr. 15, committee
meeting. The panel, chaired by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul),
heard an explanation of the measure, H.F. 786, and then discussed
a number of the provisions dealing with specific commissions or
agencies. Discussion focused on whether the governor should
retain the appointment authority for the specific commissions and
agencies in order to maintain accountability or whether specific
criteria, such as whether the commission or agency had rule
making authority, adjudication responsibility or grant award
authority, should be used to determine the appointment authority.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.), was laid over pending further discussion.

Committee members also acted on three additional bills. H.F.
468, carried by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), clarifies
the duties of the state demographer and provides for additional
staff for the land management information center. Under the bill,
the additional staff would be funded through fees for service,
rather than from the general fund, and would aid in meeting the
increased demands for service. The measure was approved and re-
refetred to the Finance Committee. H.F. 648, sponsored by Sen.
Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), creates a Governor’s Rural
Development Council and transfers the responsibility for the
administration of the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation Trust
Liquidation Act from the state executive council to the Dept. of
Energy and Economic Development.

H.F. 513, sponsored by Moe, is a Dept. of Employee Relations
bill, which makes a number of miscellaneous changes in the
statutes. One section of the measure extends the current employee
leave provisions for public employees who participate in the
Olympic Games to include the Pan American Games and World
Games. Another provision adds a new category to the current
exemptions from a state agency’s staff complement to include an
employee returning to work with an active worker’s compensation
claim. Discussion on the measure concentrated on changes in the
laws that deal with the career executive service. Several
amendments were adopted that retain current language pertaining
to restricting CES to classified civil service and retaining the
percentage of women participants in the program that must be
attained by 1987. In addition, the panel adopted an amendment
that would place the salaries of the Chair of the Metropolitan
Council and the Chair of the Regional Transit Board in the second
tier of salaries for agency heads.

Comparable worth study bill gains

The bill that originally would have excluded police and
firefighters from comparable worth studies and therefore from
consideration in arbitration was amended, defeated, reconsidered,
and then amended and approved at the Wed., Apr. 17, meeting.
One version of the bill, S.F. 438, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids), provided that in all interest arbitration, the
arbitrator shall consider the equitable compensation relationship
standards along with other standards appropriate to interest
arbitration. The bill failed to gain the committee’s approval on a
vote of 3-7. Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), moved that the bill be
reconsidered and offered an amendment requiring that an
arbitrator must consider both the results of the study and the
objections of the employees to the study. Berglin said that the
amendment insures that the arbitrator considers all relevant
information and addresses the concerns of the police and |
firefighters regarding arbitration. The amendment was adopted
and the bill was approved by the committee on a vote of 7-6.

In other action, the panel continued the debate on H.F. 786, the




measure changing the appointment authority for a number of
commissions and agencies. Chief author Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.) offered an amendment addressing several of the
concerns expressed by committee members at the previous
meeting. Under the amendment, many of the changes originally
contained in the bill were deleted, and the current status of the
appointment authority of a number of the boards, such as the
Board of animal health, the Council on Quality Education and the
Board of Medical Examiners were maintained. In addition, an
amendment offered by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro),
deleted sections dealing with four additional boards because they
had rule making authority. An amendment offered by Sen. Tad
Jude (DFL-Maple Grove), transferred the authority for cable
communications to the Department of Administration. Part of
Pogemiller’s amendment would have continued the existence of
the Telecommunications Council; however, the panel voted to
uphold the decision of another policy committee and abolish the
council. The bill was approved and re-referred to the Finance
Committee,

Two additional bills were advanced by the committee. S.F. 94,
authored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), provides for
placing the seasonal employees of the Department of Revenue in
the classified service. S.F. 576, authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson
(DFL-Wyoming), regulates initial fees and fee adjustments for
agency services.

Health & Human Setrvices
Abortion bill approved

The controversial abortion bill, FLF, 771 (companion to S.F.
1150), was narrowly approved by a 7-5 vote at the Fri., Apr. 12,
meeting of the Health and Human Services Committee, chaired by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.). A motion requiring the bill to be
re-referred to the Judiciary Committee met opposition from pro-
life representatives as an attempt to kill the bill.

Sponsored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), the bill would
revert Minnesota law to pre-1973 statutes which would make
abortion illegal in the state if the Supreme Court would reverse or
modify the 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision. The law would also go
into effect if a human life amendment to the Constitution was
approved by the states.

“The unborn children of Minnesota will be protected [in case
the law changes],” said Jackie Schwietz, Minnesota Citizens
Concerned for Life. She noted that the Minnesota abortion rate per
1000 live births is ranked 32nd in the nation.

Opponents pointed to the outdated criminal statutes which
would require a 1-4 year imprisonment for women having
abortions as well as those performing abortions. Thomas Borman,
Legal Counsel for Planned Parenthood of Minnesota, said that the
law has “serious and irreparable constitutional defect. It would be
challenged immediately,” Borman said.

An approved amendment added rape and incest as exceptions
to the law.

Omnibus welfare bill heard

In anticipation of receiving the Omnibus Welfare bill, H.F. 1438,
the Health and Human Services Committee began taking
testimony on the bill at the Mon., Apr. 15, meeting. Local
government representatives, state department administrators, the
elderly, nursing home representatives, and nursing home
employees came to express concerns and offer suggestions for
possible amendments.

“We can afford to provide the rent and groceries for people who
are out of luck,” said Mayor Don Fraser of Minneapolis. He was
objecting to the removal of “employables” from eligibility for
General Assistance (GA), a major cause of concern among those
testifying. Fraser pointed to the large number of residual
discouraged workers left after the recession of the early 19807s.

Counciliman James Scheibel of St. Paul echoed the concern, stating
that approximately 3,500 people would lose GA in St. Paul.

In present form, the bill would cut the state budget
approximately $35.7 million in 1986 and $50.7 million in 1987,
according to Nancy Feldman, Dept. of Finance.

Removal of the pre-admission screening/alternative care grant
program, a freeze on noncare related expenses in nursing homes
such as utilities and a freeze of nonprofessional hospital and
nursing home employee salaries were areas of concern.

HMO bill amended

The Health and Human Services Subcommittee on Income
Maintenance met Tues., Apr. 16, to continue hearings on S.F. 990.
The heavily amended bill, which was approved, would allow the
state to use HMO plans for cost containment in assistance
programs. The bill is authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.).

Hearing aid bill heard

Initiated in response to complaints to the Attorney General's
Office about door-to-door sales of hearing aid devices, the Health
and Human Services Committee heard S.F. 928 (H.F. 1028).
Authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), the bill
would require retailers of these devices to be licensed by the
Dept. of Commerce. Exemption of licensed physicians and
certified audiologists, the FDA Hearing Aid Devices Act, and
licensing procedures and testing were topics of debate. The bill
was laid over.

A bill requiring additional and continuing education in chiid
protection for professionals likely to be involved in child abuse
cases was approved by the committee. The bill, SF. 1176 (HF.
1107), is authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).

Two other bills were also approved. S.F. 494 (H.F. 658),
authored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), is a formula
funding bill which would regulate Community Health Services. S.F.
1157 (H.F. 1193), authored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville),
would allow corrections officers to replace handwritten ledgers
with computers for recordkeeping purposes.

Judiciary
Panel considers numerous bills

Members of the Judiciary Committee began the countdown to
the second committee deadline by taking action on 13 House Files
at the Fri,, Apr. 12, meeting. The panel will continue its heavy
schedule until Apr. 19, the deadline for hearing bills originating in
the other body.

The April 12 hearing, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpils.),
resulted in three bills being referred to the Consent Calendar, two
measures being referred to the Finance Committee, and eight bills
going directly to the General Orders Calendar.

H.F. 335, sponsored by Sen, Fritz Knaak (IR-White Bear Lake),
provides that information such as the witnesses’ address, judges’
addresses and jury members’ addresses not be included in a
criminal’s record. H.F. 461, also sponsored by Knaak, lifts a
statutory restriction on Ramsey County conciliation court referee
salaries. H.F. 511, carried by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-
Wyoming), strikes the words “without inflicting great bodily harm’
from the description of second degree assault. All three bills were
approved and recommended for the Consent Calendar.

S.F. 731, authored by Peterson, and S.F. 895, authored by Sen.
Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), were both approved and re-referred
to the Finance Committee. S.F. 731 authorizes additional judges in
the 10th judicial district and S.F. 895 authorizes additional judges
in the 1st judicial district.

H.F. 140, a third bill sponsored by Peterson, makes a number of
changes in the statutes dealing with multi-party bank accounts and
deposits by minors by clarifying that minors may be a party to a
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joint account. H.F. 274, authored by Sen. Don Frank (DFL-Spring
Lake Park), adds flammable liquids to the definition of “dangerous
weapon” in the statutes. H.F. 374, carried by Sen. Michael Freeman
(DFL-Richfield), allows a fire marshall to secure the scene of a fire
in order to investigate the cause of the fire. S.F. 459, authored by
Spear, clarifies and expands the language regarding awarding to
guardians and conservators appointed for persons with limited, or
no, financial resources. H.F. 657, sponsored by Sen. Eric Petty
(DFL-Mpls.), clarifies language regarding the accessibility of
information about the identity of child abuse victims. S.F. 862,
authored by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), provides the
conciliation court with jurisdiction to determine actions brought
by educational institutions to recover student loans. S.F. 1037,
authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), requires that
the notice of dishonor of worthless checks cite the laws creating
civil and criminal liability. S.F. 1077, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), increases the milage allowance, from 10
to 24 cents per mile, and the per diem, from $5 to $10, for persons
required to testify out of state.

“Whistle blower” bill discussed

A bill that would provide protection for employees who report
criminal activities on the part of their employer received extensive
debate at the Mon., Apr. 15, committee meeting. The measure, S.F.
116, authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing), establishes a
procedure for employees to report violations of laws and prohibits
an employer from taking a retaliatory action against the employee.
Discussion on the measure centered the question of whether
employees would be under the same protections for reporting
violations of civil law. The measure was amended to cover
employees reporting criminal violations only. In addition, the bill
contains sections providing penalties for knowingly making false
disclosures, provides a listing of specific employee rights and
outlines other legal remedies. No final action was taken on the bill
because of time limitations.

Committee members, chaired by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
took action on a variety of bills during morning and afternoon
hearings.

A bill that would hold a dog owner liable if the dog caused a
death or great bodily harm was advanced by the panel. The
measure, S.F. 348, authored by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-Plymouth),
provides that whoever negligently or intentionally permits their
dog to go at large, knowing the dog to have caused substantial
bodily harm in the past, would be guilty of second degree
manslaughter if the dog caused the death of another. If the owner
knows the dog to have caused substantial bodily harm in the past
and the dog again causes substantial bodily harm the owner would
be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. The penalty for second degree
manslaughter is imprisonment for not more than seven years or
payment of a fine of not more than $14,000, or both. The measure
also provides for a rabies control program. After extensive
discussion the bill was approved and sent to the full Senate.

In other action, the panel approved an additional seven bills.
H.F. 78, carried by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), clarifies the
definition of a “disorderly house” and stiffens the penalties for
persons convicted of running disorderly houses. H.F. 674, also
sponsored by Berglin, clarifies the definition of “relative” for
purposes of and amends adoption procedures to conform with
current practices. S.F. 1071, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), provides that shareholders of a publicly held corporation
could only obtain share registers if they could demonstrate a
“proper purpose.” The bill defines “proper purpose” as one
reasonably related to the person’s interest as a shareholder. S.F.
1214, authored by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St, Cloud), provides
good samatitan immunity from liability for members of volunteer
organizations such as volunteer firefighters. S.F. 1223, authored by
Sen. Patricia Kronebusch (IR-Rolling Stone), allows minors to be

donors for purposes of anatomical gifts. S.F. 1371, sponsored by
Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), provides for transcript fees for court
reporters in the second judicial district. S.F. 1429, authored by Sen.
Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), includes employees of the
legislative and judicial branches in the provisions for
indemnification by the state and immunity from liability.

“Stun gun” regulation bill okayed

A bill designed to define and regulate electronic incapacitation
devices, known as “stun guns,” was approved at the Wed., Apr. 17,
committee hearing. Under the measure, S.F. 1477, the sale,
possession and use of the devices would be regulated in the same |
manner as tear gas and tear gas compounds. In addition, the bill
sets penalties for violations of certain sections of the proposal.
Under the measure it would be a felony for a person to use the
device in the commission of a violent crime, for a person
convicted of a violent crime to possess or use the device, for a
person to sell a device to a person convicted of a violent crime, or
to use the device against a peace officer. The panel approved the
measure which was sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove.)

A bill outlining the conditions under which parents must be
notified of a child abuse investigation being conducted in their
child’s day care facility also gained the committee’s approval. As
amended by the bill’s chief sponsor, Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
H.F. 213 applies to investigations of facilities licensed by the
Department of Human Services, a juvenile correction facility or a
hospital. The measure clarifies that the investigating agency may
interview a child alleged to be the victim of abuse or neglect but
specifies that the parents or guardian must be notified prior to the
interview. The bill also specifies the information that must be
given to the parent or guardian.

The bill also addresses the problems of timing and of notifying
the parents of other children in the facility. The bill requires the
investigating agency to notify the parent or guardian of the alleged
victim when the report of abuse or neglect is received. Notification
of the parents of other children in the facility is discretionary
unless the investigating agency “knows or has reason to believe”
that the abuse or neglect has occurred. In addition, the bill spells
out standards for exercising the discretionary notification of
parents or guardians of the other children in the facility. When the
investigation is complete, the bill mandates that all those persons
who have been notified of the investigation must receive a written
memorandum which must include specific information. The
measure also provides that when the investigation is complete, if
the report of alleged abuse or neglect either is substantiated or
inconclusive the agency must provide the written memorandum to
the parent or guardian of each child in the facility regardless of
whether they had been notified during the investigation.

The measure also provides, in a similar manner, for mandatory
and discretionary notification of the families of vulnerable adults
when there is an investigation of a report of rebuse or neglect in a
facility. Under the proposal, the vulnerable adult has the right to
decide that the family or guardian not be notified. Finally, the bill
provides for the classification of information under the data
practices act.

Local & Urban Governmeint
Federal cutbacks looked at

Federal cutbacks to local government units were the topic of
discussion at the Tues., Apr. 16, meeting of the Local and Urban
Government Committee, chaired by Sen. Robert Schmitz
(DFLJordan).

Describing the projected cutbacks as a “catastrophe for local
government,” Mayor George latimer of St. Paul predicted local




rebellion unless the state government stepped in to pick up some
of the unfunded programs. “This fever of who is going to look
best about how much we’re going to cut [taxes}” is irresponsible
in light of federal cutbacks, Latimer said.

Echoing his concerns was Mary Anderson of the League of
Minneosta Cities. The elimination of general revenue sharing
would present some of the largest problems, Anderson said. Other
programs eliminated under the projected FY 1986 federal budget
would be Urban Development Action Grants, Economic
Development Administration, Job Corps, Housing Rehabilitation
and Low-Income Housing. In addition, Community Development
Block Grants would be cut by 10 percent, Public Transportation by
66 percent, Employment and Training by 22 percent and Energy
Conservation by 88 percent. City officials then presented their
individual cases in light of these circumstances.

S.F. 1272 (H.F. 618), sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-
Plummer), was also heard and approved by the committee. The
bill would require fence viewers to determine landowner benefit
from a fence and to assign proportional shares for each landowner
to build and maintain.

Met Council appointments approved

Members of the committee met Thurs,, Apr. 18, and approved
the gubernatorial appointments to the Metropolitan Council and
the Metropolitan Waste Control Commission. In addition, the
panel recommended that the Senate confirm the appointments of
Sandra Gardebring as chair of the Metropolitan Council and Peter
E. Meintsma as chair of the Metropolitan Waste Control
Commission.

In other action the committee approved three bills. S.F. 1398,
sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), permits
the governing body of a municipality to authorize the treasurer or
chief financial officer of the municipality to designate a depository
of funds and modifies the collateral requirements for public
deposits. H.E. 58, carried by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon),
authorizes the town of Moorhead to issue bonds for the
construction of waterworks, sewer and storm sewer systems. S.F.
799, sponsored by Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), requires the
Metropolitan Council to conduct a feasibility study to determine
the need for a motor sports facility.

Public Utilities & State Regulated
Industries

Various bills approved

In other action on Tues., Apr. 16, the Public Utilties and State
Regulated Industries Committee, chaired by Sen. Neil Dieterich
(DFL-St. Paul), approved seven bills.

H.F. 602, sponored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville),
would permit beer brewers and wholesalers to extend customary
commerical credit to a retailer for sales of nonalcoholic beverages
such as soft drinks. Beer sales would still require cash payments.

H.F. 308, carried by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault),
would allow hotels, restaurants and clubs in outstate Minnesota, to
serve intoxicating liquor after 10 a.m. on Sundays. Cuirent law
limits this privelege to the metro area.

H.F. 698, sponsored by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), would
permit North Mankato to issue a seven-day on-sale liquor license
to the Minnesota State Fire Dept. Association which will be hosted
in that city.

Sen. Donald Storm (IR-Edina) carried two approved bills, H.F.
428 would permit Eden Prairie to issue a one-day on-sale liquor
license to the Eden Prairie Foundation, and H.F. 1238 would allow
cities to issue temporary three-day on-sale liquor licenses to
nonprofit organizations for social events conducted in the city.
Organizations would be exempt from liquor liability insurance.

H.F. 97, carried by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro), would
allow farm wineries to sell cheese and cheese spreads. H.F. 1145,
sponsored by Dieterich, would provide for liquor law
recodification.

Racetrack bill approved

One last “clean-up” bill concerning regulations at Canterbury
Downs was approved by the Public Utilities and State Regulated
Industries Committee, Thurs., Apr. 18. The bill, S.F. 1249, is
authored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault).

In addition to technical changes, S.F. 1249 was amended to
allow suspension of a racing license beyond 30 days in the case of
a contested hearing. A second amendment changed the deadline
for assigning race days from July 1 to Dec. 31, established a
maximum fee of $30 for medical testing of horses at the track and
established policy concerning unredeemed tickets.

A second approved bill generating discussion was H.F. 143,
authored by Sen. Don Frank (DFL-Spring lake Park). The bill
would prohibit gas or electric utilities from collecting outstanding
bills incurred by property tenants from the landlord or from
subsequent tenants. An amendment also abolished the utility lien
on property which has been cettified to the tax rolls in the past.

Also approved were H.F. 1037 and H.F. 1254. H.F. 1037,
authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), would exempt
small qualifying energy facilities which use gas and olil in co-
generation from the certificate of need process. H.F. 1254,
authored by Sen. Doran Isackson (IR-Storden), concerns insurance
and indemnification of certain municipal electric power
personnel. The bill was placed on the Consent Calendar.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Ed aids package advanced

The Omnibus Education Aids bill, S.F. 172, cleared its second
hurdle when members of the Tax Committee approved the
measure and re-referred it to the Finance Committee, No
significant amendments were attached to the measure which sets
the basic foundation aid at $1,845 per pupil unit for the 1986-87
school year and retains the current 23.5 mill property tax levy. The
measure, carried by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), appropriates
$2.56 billion in various education aid for the next biennium.

Members of the committee, chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook), approved an additional six bills at the Tues., Apr. 16,
hearing, S.F. 1329, carried by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), makes numerous noncontroversial changes in the laws
dealing with sales tax. S.F. 615, authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Plummer), authorizes the issuance of general obligation
bonds to finance the construction of jetties and related public
improvements for Zippel Bay in Lake of the Woods County. S.F.
1208, sponsored by Earl Renneke (IR-LeSueur), authorizes the city
of Gaylord to issue general obligation bonds to finance the
acquisition and betterment of municipal buildings.

S.F. 1308, sponsored by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro),
authorizes Olmsted County to convey and reacquire real property
on the old state hospital campus with improvements financed
under an installment purchase contract or lease purchase
agreement and then lease the property for county purposes or
lease it to another unit or agency of government. S.F. 801,
authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), authorizes the
Commissioner of Revenue to request the Attorney General or a
prosecuting county authority to assist in criminal tax investigations
and provides penalties for tax preparers who prepare fraudulent
returns without the taxpayers knowledge. S.F. 1061, authored by
Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), clarifies the definition of real
propetty, for property tax purposes, to include structures used as
malthouses and malt elevators.




Committee members discussed two additional bills but took no
formal action on them. S.F. 420, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), extends class 3 property classification to certain
property owned by fraternal beneficiary societies or associations
for community service. S.F. 992, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega
(DFL-So. St. Paul), exempts certain real property owned by specific
fraternal organizations from property taxation,

State cigarette tax extended

An additional eight-cent state tax on a pack of cigarettes would
go into effect in October, and it could be extended to 15 cents,
according to a bill approved by the committee Wed., Apr. 17.

The bill, S.F. 776, sponsored by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin),
would extend the state tax to 15 cents if the federal government
rescinds its tax per pack by 8 cents. The current state tax is 18
cents a pack, and the federal government imposes a 16-cent tax.

According to Nelson, the additional 8 cents would increase state
revenues by $63 million. A 15-cent tax would raise state funds by
$125 million.

The Regional Transit Board would be able to set fees for transit,
and it would regulate metro taxi service, under a bill approved by
the committee. S.F. 1169, authored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St.
Paul), came before the tax committee because the RTB is given
$10 million in bonding authority for a capital development
program,

The committee also approved a bill allowing metro area towns
to sell general obligation or special obligation bonds to finance
waterworks, sewer and storm systems. The bill, S.F. 639, sponsored
by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville ), also extends the purpose
for which certificates of indebtedness may be issued by a town.
Currently, they can only be issued to purchase police or fire
equipment, ambulance equipment and road construction or
maintenance equipment. The bill would allow them to be issued
for any purpose authorized by law.

Several bills authorizing cities to establish port authorities were
approved: S.F. 904 (Mehrkens) enabling the city of Red Wing to
establish a port authority commission and establishes limitations
that the city may impose on the exercise of the port authority’s
powers; S.F. 615 (Stumpf) permitting Warroad to create a port
authority commission; S.F. 721 (Ramstad) giving the city’s council
port authority power to a newly established port authority; S.F.
1220 (Anderson) enabling Wadena to establish a port authority;
and S.F. 1447 (Langseth) authorizing Breckenridge to do the same.

The committee also approved the following bills: SF. 1190
(Peterson, Donna) amending laws governing municipal housing
programs; S.F. 1104 (Reichgott) altering several administrative
procedures for the Dept. of Revenue concerning the handling of
the income tax laws.

Transportation
Bridge bonding expanded

During its last meeting of the session, the committee, chaired by
Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault), advanced a bill increasing
the authorization for state transportation bonds by $10 million for
bridge repair and construction.

Sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), the bill directs
the Minnesota Dept. of Transportation (Mn/DOT) to provide
grants totaling $2 million each fiscal year to political subdivisions
to match federal grants for bridge work. The bill eliminates the
statutory allocation for counties, towns, and cities. However,
money already appropriated to the local units would remain.

License plates for cars and motorcycles would again be issued
on a regular basis, according to another bill okayed by the
committee. The bill, S.F. 947, authored by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-

New Brighton), would issue license plates every six years. Car and
motorcycle owners would pay an additional fee of $2 for the plate.

A bill appropriating $1.4 million for the purchase of portable
radios for state patrol officers gained the committee’s approval.
Minority Leader Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), sponsor of the bill,
S.F. 792, said the mobile “repeater units” would better protect the
officers when they are away from their car.

Two bills sponsored by Purfeerst were also approved. S.F. 1348
creates a fee for applying to the transportation regulation board for
various orders relating to railroad clearances and abandonments.
H.F. 221 designates the George Mann highway.

The bill regulating the transportation of high-level radio active
waste, which was passed earlier by the Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee and the Governmental Operations
Committee, was laid over. The bill, S.F. 1093, sponsored by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), would have also created a state
council to monitor the U.S. Dept. of Energy’s citing of a high-level
radioactive waste disposal site.

The committee also defeated a bill altering the county state-aid
highway apportionment. The proposal, S.F. 1379 (Schmitz), will be
discussed during the interim.

Veterans and General Legislation

Local heritage commissions proposed

The committee, chaired by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’L. Falls),
okayed a bill Mon., Apr. 15, allowing cities, towns or counties to
establish a heritage preservation commission.

Currently, only cities are permitted to establish the
commissions, which are responsible for preserving and promoting
local historic sites. The proposal, HE. 951, sponsored by Minority
Leader Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), allows cities and the other
local units of governments to create the commission and to
delegate its power. Those powers could include surveying and
designating areas of historic significance, enacting regulations to
preserve historic areas, and acquiring property.

The committee also approved a bill delaying the drivers licence
expiration date of a person who is serving in the armed forces and
whose spouse has left the state. Authored by Sen. Randy Kamrath
(IR-Canby), the proposal, H.F. 835, would keep the license in
effect until the person is discharged or the spouse returns to
Minnesota.

Animals for research bill amended

Dog pounds and other establishments that assume lawful
custody of lost dogs and cats could not sell those animals for
additional profit to research institutions, under a bill advanced by
the committee Wed., Apr. 17. The bill, S.F. 1080, would require the
research institutions to pay the same price for the dogs and cats as
the pet owner would pay for reclaiming the pet.

Sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
the bill would have originally prohibited research institutions,
such as the University of Minnesota, from accepting dogs or cats
unless the animal was raised specifically for research. Proponents
argued that it is more profitable for a dog pound to sell the animal
for research than it is for them to collect the reclaim fee. They said
this additional profit encourages the institution to sell the animal
for research, Furthermore, proponents argued that the animal
should be held for eight days instead of the current five to provide
more time for the owner to locate the missing pet.

Opponents said the original bill would hurt research and
education efforts. Not enough dogs and cats could be raised for
the research institutions, and it would be expensive, they claimed.
The committee amended the bill to insure that research could
continue, but eliminated the possiblity of institutions receiving




more money for giving the animal to research than it would gain
from the owners reclaim fee.

During its last meeting of the session, the committee also
approved a bill allowing Otter Tail County to adopt ordinances to
control dogs and cats. The bill, S.F. 656, authored by Sen. Collin
Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), also permits county boards to
appropriate up to 50 cents per capita to the county humane
society.

In other action, the committee approved the appointments of
Isabelle Robinson, James Nardone and Leonard Nadasdy to the
State Board of the Arts.

Floor action

Minimum pricing passed

The heavily debated minimum pricing bill was approved 36-28
without amendment or discussion on the Senate floor, Mon., Apr.
15. The measure, S.F. 221, would establish minimum prices for
milk and grain commodities in the state and region if other states

producing 60 percent of the national total of each commodity
approve similar legislation. Authored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton), the bill would set each commodity price at 80 percent
of parity.

In other action, Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon 1ake)
objected to referring the controversial abortion bill, S.E. 1150 (H.F.
771), to the Judiciary Committee,

Generating the most discussion was General Orders item S.F,
622. Carried by Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar), the amended bill
would require the commissioner of education to oversee the
installation of padded book racks in schools buses. Debate arose
over whether this should be a function of the Dept. of Public
Safety or Transportation, and the bill was laid over.

A bill calling for reduction of acid rain, S.F. 1231 (Willet), and a
bill giving International Falls and South International Falls the
local option to unite, SF. 64 (Lessard), were given preliminary
approval.

The Senate met in brief sessions Tues., Apr. 16, and Wed., Apr.
17, in order to re-refer bills to the appropriate committees.

The Minesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, April 22, 1985

Finance, Chair: Gerald Willet
8:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol
Agenda: Call for agenda.

Rules & Administration, Chair: Roger Moe

12:00 Noon Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: Release of the “Audit of the Senate” by Peat, Marwick,
Mitchell & Co.; Report from the Data Communications
Committee, Senator RW, Peterson.

The Senate will tentaively be in session at 1:00 PM.
Tuesday, April 23, 1985

Finance Subc. on Agriculture, Transportation, Semi-States,
Chair: Keith Langseth

8:00 AM  Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

The Senate will tentatively be in session at 1:00 PM

Finance Subc. on Agriculture, Transportation, Semi-States,
Chair: Keith Langseth

7:00 PM  Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

Wednesday, April 24, 1985

Finance, Chair: Gerald Willet
8:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol
Agenda: Call for agenda.

Taxes & Tax Laws Subc. on Property Taxes & Local
Government Aids, Chair: Collin Peterson
8:30 AM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 1410-Novak: Changing assessment ratio for certain
utility property; Discussion of farm property taxes; S.F.
1463-Petty: Property tax classification ratios,

The Senate will tentatively be in session at 12:00 Noon and
7:00 PM.

Thursday, April 25, 1985

Finance Subc. on Agriculture, Transportation, Semi-States,
Chair: Keith Langseth

8:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

Finance Subcommittee on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf

8:00 AM  Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations for Higher Education Coordinating Board,
Dept. of Education, AVTT's, and community colleges.

The Senate will tentatively be in session at 12:00 Noon.

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Chair: Gene Merriam

5:00 PM or after Session  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: 1985 MN Emergency Farm Operating Loan Act - 30 Day
Repott, Commerce Commissioner Mike Hatch.

Friday, April 26, 1985

Finance Subc. on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf

10:00 AM Room 120, Capitol

Agenda: Continuation of allocations for community colleges, if
necessary; and allocations for the state universities and
University of Minnesota.

The Senate will tentatively be in session at 12:00 Noon.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR ADDITIONS.




SENATE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)

CHAIRMAN: Merriam

OFFICE NO.: G-24

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:

Berg DeCramer
Bernhagen Frederickson
Bertram Gustafson
Dahl Isackson
Davis Laidig

VICE CHAIRMAN: Davis
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4157

Lessard Storm
Merriam Stumpf
Novak Wegscheid

Peterson, C. C. Willet
Peterson, RW.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE (15)

CHAIRMAN: Solon

OFFICE NO.: 303

MEETS: T, Th; Room 118; 8-10 am.
MEMBERS:

VICE CHAIRMAN: Freeman
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4158

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (13)

CHAIR: Berglin

OFFICE NO.: 323

MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:

VICE CHAIRMAN: Petty |
TELEPHONE NO.; 296-4151

Benson Dicklich Lantry Waldorf
Berglin Diessner Moe, D. M.
Brataas Johnson, D. E. Petty
Chmielewski Knutson Solon
JUDICIARY (14)

CHAIRMAN: Spear
OFFICE NO.: G-27

VICE CHAIR: Reichgott
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4191

MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 16-12 noon

MEMBERS:

Freeman Knaak
Johnson, D. E. Luther

Jude Merriam
Kamrath Peterson, R. W,

Petty Sieloff
Pogemiller Spear
Ramstad

Reichgott

Adkins Dahl Laidig Samuelson
Anderson Freeman Luther Solon
Belanger Kroening Peterson, D. C.  Wegscheid
Benson Kronebusch Petty

EDUCATION (21)

LOCAL AND URBAN GOVERNMENT (13)
CHAIRMAN: Schmitz VICE CHAIR: Adkins
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4150
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 10-12 noon

CHAIRMAN: Pehler

OFFICE NO.: 306

MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:

Anderson Kamrath
Dahl Knutson
Davis Langseth
Dicklich Mehrkens
Dieterich Merriam
Hughes Nelson

VICE CHAIRMAN: Stumpf
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4185

Olson Reichgott
Pehler Stumpf
Peterson, D. C.  Taylor
Peterson, D. L.

Peterson, R, W.

Ramstad

EDUCATION AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (14)

CHAIRMAN: Nelson

OFFICE NO.: 301

MEETS: M, Th; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:

TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4871

Dicklich Langseth Olson Peterson, R. W.
Dieterich Mehrkens Pehler Taylor
Hughes Merriam Peterson, D. C.
Knutson Nelson Peterson, D. L.

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (11)

CHAIRMAN: Hughes
OFFICE NO.: 328

VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8866

MEETS: W; Room 118; 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Frederickson Johnson, D. J.
Hughes Luther
Johnson, D. E. Moe, R. D.

Peterson, D. C. Storm
Peterson, D. L. Willet
Samuelson

EMPLOYMENT (13)

CHAIRMAN: Chmielewski

OFFICE NO.: 325

MEETS: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:

Belanger Diessner

Brataas Frank

Chmielewski Frederick

Dicklich Gustafson
ENERGY AND

CHAIRMAN: Vega

OFFICE NO.: G-29

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 118; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:

VICE CHAIRMAN: Diessner
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8865

Kroening Vega
Nelson

Pehler

Ramstad

HOUSING (13)
VICE CHAIR: Peterson, D. C.
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8864

Adkins Kamrath Peterson, D. C.  Vega
Anderson Kroening Peterson, D. L.
Frank McQuaid Pogemiller
Freeman Olson Reichgott
FINANCE (25)

CHAIRMAN: Willet

OFFICE NO.: 121

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:

Brataas Kroening
Dahl Kronebusch
Dicklich Langseth
Frederickson Lantry
Hughes Lessard
Johnson, D. E. Luther
Knutson Mehrkens

VICE CHAIRMAN: Dicklich
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-6436

Nelson Spear
Purfeerst Taylor
Ramstad Waldorf
Renneke Willet
Samuelson

Schmitz

Solon

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (13)

CHAIRMAN: Moe, D. M.
OFFICE NO.: 309

VICE CHAIRMAN: Wegscheid
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4175

MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Benson Knaak
Berglin Lantry
Frederickson McQuaid
Jude Moe, D. M.

Peterson, C. C.  Wegscheid
Pogemiller
Renneke

Spear

MEMBERS:

Adkins Isackson Reichgott Wegscheid
Bertram Kamrath Renneke

Davis McQuaid Schmitz

Freeman Olson Stumpf

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND STATE
CHAIRMAN: Dieterich
OFFICE NO.: 235
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:

DeCramer Isackson
Dieterich Johnson, DJ.
Frank Jude
Gustafson Knaak

REGULATED INDUSTRIES (15)
VICE CHAIRMAN: Jude
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1767

Novak Spear
Peterson, D. L. Storm
Purfeerst Waldorf

Sieloff

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (27)

CHAIRMAN: Moe, R. D.
OFFICE NO.: 208
MEETS: On Call

VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4196

MEMBERS:
Belanger Johnson, D, J. Moe, R. D. Sieloff
Berglin Knutson Nelson Solon
Bernhagen Laidig Pehler Spear
Chmielewski Lessard Peterson, C. C.  Taylor
Dieterich Luther Purfeerst Vega
Frederick Merriam Renneke Willet
Hughes Moe, D. M. Schmitz

TAXES AND TAX LAWS (25)

CHAIRMAN: Johnson, D. J.

OFFICE NO.: 205

MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:

Belanger Davis
Benson Dieterich
Berg Frank
Berglin Frederick
Bernhagen Johnson, D. J.

Bertram Jude
Chmielewski Laidig

VICE CHAIRMAN: Novak
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4839

Merriam Pogemiller
Moe, D. M. Sieloff
Novak Stumpf
Pehler Vega

Peterson, C. C.
Peterson, R. W.
Petty

PROPERTY TAXES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (16)

CHAIRMAN: Peterson, C. C.

ROOM: 205 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4135

MEETS: On Call

MEMBERS:

Belanger Davis Johnson, D. J. Pehler

Berg Dieterich Laidig Peterson, C. C.

Berglin Frank Merriam Peterson, R. W.

Bernhagen Frederick Novak Petty
TRANSPORTATION (17)

CHAIRMAN: Purfeerst

VICE CHAIRMAN: DeCramer
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4186

ROOM: 303

MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:

Adkins Diessner

Anderson Frederick

Berg Kronebusch
Bernhagen Laidig

DeCramer Langseth

Lantry Stumpf
Mehrkens Vega
Novak

Purfeerst
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MINNESOTA STATE SENATE

Senate Members—1985 Session

DIST. PARTY SENATOR PHONE ROOM* DIST. PARTY SENATOR PHONE ROOM*
22 DFL  Adkins, Betty A. 296-5981 235 Cap. 47 DFL  luther, William P. 296-8869 205 Cap.
12 IR Anderson, Don A, 6455 103 SOB 44 IR McQuaid, Phyllis W. 1279 132B SOB
41 IR Belanger, William V., Jr. 5975 107 SOB 26 IR Mehrkens, Lyle G. 8075 127 SOB
32 IR Benson, Duane D, 3903 109 SOB 49 DFL Merriam, Gene 4154 G-24 Cap.
11 IND  Berg, Charles A. 5094 115 SOB 65 DFL  Moe, Donald M. 4264 309 Cap.
60 DFL  Berglin, Linda 4261 323 Cap. 2 DFL  Moe, Roger D. 2577 208 Cap.
21 IR Bernhagen, John 4131 113 SOB 31 DFL Nelson, Tom A. 4871 301 Cap.
16 DFL Bertram, Joe 2084 328 Cap. 52 DFL Novak, Steven G. 4334 203 Cap.
33 IR Brataas, Nancy 4848 139 SOB 43 IR Olson, Gen 1282 132C SOB
14 DFL Chmielewski, Florian 4182 325 Cap. 17 DFL Pehler, James C. 4241 306 Cap.
50 DFL Dahl, Gregory L. 5003 G-24 Cap. 10 DFL Peterson, Collin C. 4135 205 Cap.
18  DFL  Davis, Charles R. 2302 G-24 Cap. 29 IR Peterson, Darrel L. 3988 141 SOB
27 DFL DeCramer, Gary M. 6820 303 Cap. 61 DFL Peterson, Donna C. 4274 G-29 Cap.
5 DFL Dicklich, Ronald R. 2859 306 Cap. 19 DFL Peterson, Randolph W. 8018 326 Cap.
56 DFL Diessner, A. W. “Bill” 8298 325 Cap. 62 DFL Petty, Eric D. 0760 323 Cap.
63 DFL  Dieterich, Neil 8867 235 Cap. 58  DFL  Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 7809 G-24 Cap.
51 DFL Frank, Don 2877 G-28 Cap. 25 DFL Purfeerst, Clarence M. 4167 303 Cap.
30 IR Frederick, Mel 4123 119 SOB 45 IR Ramstad, Jim 9251 123 SOB
23 IR Frederickson, Dennis R. 8138 143 SOB 46 DFL Reichgott, Ember D. 2889 G-27 Cap.
40 DFL Freeman, Michael O. 9307 303 Cap. 35 IR Renneke, Earl W, 4125 117 SOB
8 IR Gustafson, Jim 4314 132 ASOB 13 DFL Samuelson, Don 4875 121 Cap.
54 DFL Hughes, Jerome M. 4183 328 Cap. 36 DFL Schmitz, Robert J. 7157 235 Cap.
28 IR Isackson, Doran L. 9305 151SOB 64 IR Sieloff, Ron 4310 135 SOB
15 IR Johnson, Dean E, 3826 105 SOB 7 DFL Solon, Sam G. 4188 303 Cap.
6 DFL  Johnson, Douglas J. 8881 205 Cap. 59 DFL Spear, Allan H. 4191 G-27 Cap.
48 DFL  Jude, Tad 4248 235 Cap. 42 IR Storm, Donald A. 6238 125S0OB
20 IR Kamrath, Randy P. 1240 133 SOB 1 DFL  Stumpf, LeRoy A. 8660 306 Cap.
53 IR Knaak, Fritz 1253 149 SOB 24 IR Taylor, Glen 9457 147 SOB
38 IR Knutson, Howard A. 4120 121 SOB 39 DFL Vega, Conrad M. 4101 G-29 Cap.
57 DFL  Kroening, Carl W. 4302 G-24 Cap. 66 DFL  Waldorf, Gene 3809 G-24 Cap.
34 IR Kronebusch, Patricia Louise 1945 153 SOB 37 DFL Wegscheid, Darril 8091 309 Cap.
55 IR Laidig, Gary W. 4351 145 SOB 4 DFL willet, Gerald L. 4147 121 Cap.
9 DFL Langseth, Keith 3205 G-24 Cap.
67 DFL  lantry, Marilyn M. 8017 G-24 Cap.

3 DFL Lessard, Bob 4136 328 Cap. *Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155
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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Interest on credit may increase

After a lengthy debate at the Tuesday, April 11, Senate session,
H.F. 183, which raises the maximum allowable interest rate
charged on credit sales in the state to 18 percent, was approved
37-29.

This would override the 1981 law which set separate maximum
allowable rates for large and small retailers. Businesses with gross
receipts over $25 million were held at 16 percent while those with
less than $25 million were held at 18 percent. Although Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth), bill sponsor, said he would prefer “to have
the marketplace decide™ as over 20 other states do, this bill would
keep Minnesota interest rates low in comparison to other states.

Approved amendments to the bill exclude major oil companies
with gross sales exceeding $10 billion from the law and require
retailers to give “adequate notice” to consumers if their interest
rate is going up. An attempt by opponent Sen. Charles Berg
(Independent-Chokio) to instate an across-the-board 16 percent
interest rate failedl.

The interests of big business vs. small business, the wealthy vs.
the poor, the need to use credit and the immunity of national
credit operations under this law were controversial topics of
discussion.

Budget proposal debated

“The people have a right to know what the state will spend,”
said Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-Wayzata) during the Tuesday, April 23,
debate on Senate Resolution 31. Introduced by Minority Leader
Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), the resolution calls for the DFL Majority
to develop a budget proposal for the session. “If we don't do it
now, it's going to be too late,” said Taylor. After substantial debate
from both sides of the aisle, the motion was defeated on a party-
line vote, 24-41.

A second item receiving discussion was the unemployment
compensation issue. Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester) handed out
information describing the impact of taking no action, putting the
DFL hill into effect and putting the IR bill into effect. If no action is
taken, said Brataas, the cost of benefit increases through 1990 will
be $9-1i million, with an increase of 42 percent next year alone.

With General Orders bills still designated as Special Orders bills,
three were given final passage. 11LF. 320, sponsored by Sen. Neil
Diecterich (DFL:St Paul), would give Roseville the local option to
increase its number of on-sale liquor licenses. HLF. 604, carried by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), would repeal the
licensing requirement for fur farmers and establish a registration
system for them. TLE. 230, sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid
(DFL-Apple Valley), would authorize the Dept. of Veterans Affairs
1o sell certain surplus state land to the city of Hastings,

April 26, 1985

Ed aids bill approved

The Finance Committee deleted an open enrollment provision
from the Omnibus Education Aids Bill before recommending it to
pass, Wednesday, April 24.

The amendment, offered by Sen. Marilyn Lanty (DFL-St. Paul),
would delete a section of the bill allowing secondary students to
select a school outside of their school district. Lantry told the
panel that the open enrollment proposal was too risky. “'Rather
than putting money into a new radical system, we should use the
money to lower class size,” she said.

The committee considered several other amendments to S.F.
172, sponsored by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin).

Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) successfully amended
the bill to create a new Minnesota School of Arts.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), to
allocate $75,000 for a feasibility study of a science and math high
school failed.

Changes to Superfund gain

A bill making several substantial changes to the Minnesota
Environmental Response and Liability Act (*‘Superfund”™) was
approved by the Judiciary Committee during their Friday, Aprif 19,
hearing. The bill, IH.F. 268, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-
Coon Rapids), changes the causation, liability and retroactivity
sections of the current law. According to Merriam, the bill is
needed to bring about changes in perceptions about Minnesota's
business climate.

Several amendments incorporating language used in the House
version of the bill were adopted, but the so-called “Munger
amendment,” was defeated. That proposal provided that the
liability provisions would apply if the plaintiff could prove that a
defendant knew or had reason to believe, when the defendant
became the responsible party, that release of the substance would
be harmful. The amendment was offered by Sen. Randolph
Peterson (DFL-Wyoming). An amendment creating an assigned
risk pool for environment insurance was offered by Sen. lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) to initiate debate. In addition, several
amendments were offered to change the retroactivity date, but
none were adopted. The bill was then approved and forwarded on
to the Senate floor.

The panel also debated a bill that would reinstate the laws
concerning abortion that were in effect before the 1973 Supreme
Court Roe vs. Wade decision if the Supreme Court reversed its
decision or if a constitutional amendment outlawing abortion
were passed. The bill, H.F. 771, sponsored by Sen. Gene Waldosf
(DFL-St. Paul), failed to gain the committee’s approval on a vote of
6-8.
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Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Grants to aid solid waste projects

During its final meeting of the 1985 session, Fri., Apr. 19, the
committee advanced a bill creating a grant program to help
counties finance their solid waste management projects. The bill,
S.F. 948, also contains the proposal mandating the recycling of
solid waste within the metro area by 1990,

Sponsored by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), the bill
requires the projects to include resource recovery plans, Also,
grants could be made to a group of counties.

Committee chairman Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
amended the bill to include mandatory recycling within the metro
area, Beginning Jan. 1, 1990, waste disposal facilities within the
metropolitan area could not accept mixed municipal solid waste
unless it is from a resource recovery facility, according to the
amendment. The proposal also states that counties may requires
households and other generators to separate their waste for
processing.

The bill also contains an amendment requiring that the planned
expansion of Flying Cloud Landfill in Eden Prairie undergo a
certificate of need review by the Metropolitan Council.

Abill establishing a flood hazard mitigation program also won
the committee’s approval. Sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), the bill, SF. 910, would provide grants to local units
of government to assist them in establishing flood control and
warning programs.

The committee also okayed a proposal allowing the
commissioner of health to monitor the quality of water in private
wells located in the metropolitan area. Currently, the
commissioner can monitor water quality in public wells, The bill,
S.F. 1202, is sponsored by Sen. Greg Dahl (DFL Lino Lakes).

The committee approved the following bills: S.F, 1070
(Schmitz) allowing state independent sewer grants to be used for
collector sewers in totally unsewered statutory and home rule
charter cities; S.F. 926 (Schmitz) removing the exemption from the
certificate of need for sewage sludge facilities on sites that are over
500 acres and owned by the metropolitan waste control
commission; H.F. 1388 (Wegscheid) asking Congress to require
higher levels of nonfat milk solids; H.F. 852 (Gustafson)
conveying an easement to the city of Duluth for a skywalk; S.F.
1210 (Stumpf) requiring watershed districts to be responsible for
groundwater protection; S.F. 1450 (Peterson, R.W.) changing
provisions regulating water permit fees; H.F. 1150 (Peterson, R.W)
selling tax-forfeited land in Chisago; and S.F. 1065 (Peterson, R.W.)
prohibiting three-wheel vehicles from being driven on roads and
raising their registration fees.

Economic Development and
Commerce
Interstate banking bill approved

A regional banking reciprocity bill narrowly cleared the
committee, chaired by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), Fri., Apr. 19.

SF. 607, sponsored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.) was
recommended to pass on a 8 to 7 roll call vote,

The bill would allow interstate banking between 15 upper
Midwestern and Northwestern states. Banks in the defined region
could acquire and form new banks between states.on a reciprocal
basis. The bill originally called for interstate banking between
Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. Sen.
Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley) amended the bill to add 10
additional states to the legislation to conform with a similar bill in
the House.

The bill was further amended by Sen. Don Anderson (IR-

Wadena). The amendment would prohibit banks outside of the
15-state region from purchasing a Minnesota bank.

Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield) sucessfully amended the
bill to remove a national “trigger.” The trigger would have opened
Minnesota up to nation-wide interstate banking in 1990, “This
would make it a purely regional bill,” said Freeman.

Opponents of the bill said interstate banking would force small
independent banks out of business.

Supporters stated that larger banks could better serve large
Minnesota corporations and provide better customer service
through increased competition.

Committee members also heard testimony on the bill at the Apr.
18 meeting.

Panel discusses commerce office

A special subcommittee began a review of the Commerce
Commissioner’s Office, Thurs., Apr. 25.

The Special Department of Commerce Oversight Subcommittee,
chaired by Freeman, began the proceedings by reviewing an order
issued by Commerce Commissioner Michael Hatch Feb, 11, 1985,

Sen. William Belanger (IR-Bloomington) and Sen. Duane
Benson (IR-Lanesboro) questioned the accuracy of several items
in the order regarding the Liquor Liability Assigned Risk Plan.

Freeman told subcommittee members that more meetings will
be scheduled to discuss the matter.

Education
Appointments approved

Confirmations of various board member appointments were
completed at the Fri., Apr. 19, meeting of the Education
Committee, chaired by Sen. James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud).

Three reappointments were made to the State Board for
Community Colleges. Members included Franklin W. Iossi,
Rochester; Toyse A. Kyle, Eagan; and Rebecca L. Sawyer, Inver
Grove Heights.

In addition to the reappointment of Moira Boyne Rummel,
Mpls., the Council on Quality Education had three new members
confirmed. New confirmees were Mary E. Berg, Stewartville; Daren
Gislason, Minneota; and Sherry Roed Munyon, St. Paul.

Five new appointments to the State Board of Education were
confirmed with the committee’s encouragement to become
greater leaders in Minnesota education. Those receiving
confirmation were Eunice Johnon, Butterfield; Marjorie Johnson,
Lake Park; Thomas R. Lindquist, Savage; Lloyd Swenson, Austin;
and Douglas Wallace, Mpls.

Confirmation of appointments to the Minnesota Higher
Education Facilities Authority included Carol A. Blomberg,
Nashwauk; Earl Herring, Moorhead; and Kathryn Jarvinen, Winona.

H.F. 282 was also amended and approved by the committee.
The bill concerns declaring the mission of public elementary and
secondary education in Minnesota and would affect the Faribault
schools for the handicapped.

Finance
Jobs and drinking age bills gain

The Finance Committee advanced the 21 year old drinking age
bill and the jobs bill, Fri., Apr. 19.

S.F. 818, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
would streamline and consolidate existing state programs for the
unemployed. The bill would create a new Department of
Employment and Training and a temporary Office of Full
Productivity and Opportunity to oversee consolidation of existing
programs.

The committee recommended the bill for passage, but did not




attach an allocation to the measure. Committee Chairman Sen.
Gerald Willett (DFL-Park Rapids) said the policy and funding
aspects for the bill should be handled separately.

Sen. Dean Johnson (IR-Willmar) moved to send the bill to the
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services to determine an
appropriation figure. But the motion failed on a 13 to 7 vote.

S.F. 5, a bill requiring a 21 drinking age in Minnesota cleared the
committee, after discussion of several changes. The federal
government will with hold highway funding for states that do not
adopt the 21 drinking age law by Oct. 1, 1986.

The bill was successfully amended by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-
Duluth) to revert Minnesota to its current 19 drinking age if a
bordering state does not pass a 21 drinking age for intoxicating
liquor.

Sen. Clarence Purfeerst (DFL-Faribault) attempted to amend the
bill to include a phase in of the increased drinking age beginning
Oct. 1, 1986. Purfeerst said the bill would be unfair to 19 and 20
year-olds who would have their right to drink taken away from
them.

Opponents of the amendment said it would result in the loss of
$33 million in federal highway funding and create confusion for
Minnesota bartenders trying to determine a persons drinking rights
by birth dates on driver’s licenses.

An amendment to delete a portion of the bill that would revert
Minnesota’s drinking age to 19 if the federal law regarding
highway funds is declared unconstitutional failed.

The committee approved six other bills.

S.F. 251, sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), would
authorize license fees to fund educational programs for nursing
home residents and families. The bill was amended to decrease
the fee from $2 per bed to $1 per bed.

S.F. 684, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids),
would direct the Department of Health to cover the cost of
formula for infants with P.K.U. syndrome. The formula aids infants
who cannot digest certain types of protein.

S.F. 429, sponsored by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes),
would allocate $30,000 to the Energy and Economic Development
authority to refund an industrial revenue bond (IRB) application
deposit to the city of Fergus Falls.

S.F. 580, sponsored by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan) would
allocate $16,044 to the city of Lakeville for a forfeiture incurred in
an IRB transaction.

S.F. 627, sponsored by Peterson, would appropriate $90,000
from the state building fund to the Commissioner of Natural
Resources for the rehabilitation of the Spruce Center Dam,
Douglas County.

H.F. 648, carried by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), would
transfer authority for administration of the Rural Rehabilitation
Corporation Trust Liquidation Act from the State Executive Council
to the Commissioner of Energy and Economic Development. The
bill would also create a Governor's rural development council.

Victims comp bill advances

The Subcommittee on Health and Human Services advanced a
bill to create a hazardous waste victims compensation fund., Tues.,
Apr. 23

H.F. 876, carried by Sen. Collin Peterson, would appropriate $2
miltlion from the general fund for a hazardous substance injury
compensation fund.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), also
continued discussion of allocations.

Master lease plan debated

The Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-
States, chaired by Sen. Keith langseth (DFL-Glyndon), debated the
merits of a Finance Department proposal of a master lease plan.
Finance Department representatives said that the plan would allow
the state to pay lower lease payments rather than total purchase

payments for equipment used by the state. The state could then
invest the short term savings at favorable interest rates, according
to the Finance Department.

Opponents said the plan doesn’t cut expenditures, but only
delays expenditures. “This may look fine on paper,” said Willett,
“but I'm not sure this is the way to save money.”

The panel took no action on the measure, but indicated that
further input is needed from the Subcommittee on State
Departments.

The subcommittee also continued discussion of allocations,
Thurs., Apr. 25,

The Subcommittee on State Departments also discussed
allocations this week. The panel, chaired by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL-Mpls.)}, devoted meetings Tues., Apr. 23 - Thurs., Apr. 25 to
operating budget discussions.

Panel approves student loan collection bill

The Subcommittee on Education, chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul), okayed a bill to crack down on overdue student
loans, Thurs., Apr. 25.

S.F. 946, sponsored by Waldorf, contains a provision to allow the
State University System to recover overdue student loans through
conciliation court.

The panel also heard testimony on S.F. 660 sponsored by Sen.
Gary DeCramer ( DFL-Ghent). The bill would create a science and
technology resource center at Southwest State University. Waldorf
said funding for the center would be included in allocation
discussions.

The panel advanced several other bills Fri., Apr, 19.

S.F. 832, sponsored by Waldorf, would allow the University of
Minnesota permanent university fund to aid in endowing
professorial chairs.

The subcommittee also recommended S.F. 1041 for passage.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), is
designed to allow more farm family students to qualify for
financial aid. The bill requires that farm land value be determined
by the average value per acre in the county when figuring student
financial aid eligibility.

The panel discussed S.F. 356, sponsored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The bill would create an AVTI
program to educate farmers on production and marketing of
alcohol fuel. The subcommittee indicated that the program would
be discussed during AVTI allocation sessions.

The panel also continued allocation discussions.

Governmental Operations

Pension bills approved

Members of the Governmental Operations Committee, chaired
by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), met Fri., Apr. 22, to take action on
three large pension bills. All three bills contain numerous other
smaller pension bills which were combined for committee
discussion. HL.F. 729, carried by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.), contained provisions relating to specific local pensions.
H.F. 98, carried by Moe, contained provisions relating to pre-1973
retirees and was approved and referred to the Finance Committee,
H.F. 440, also carried by Moe, contained a number of
administrative bills

The panel also rejected a bill, S.F. 788, authored by Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL Sturgeon lake), that would alter the
membership of the board of directors of the Workers'
Compensation Reinsurance Association.

Health & Human Services

Amended House Files advanced

Final hearings were conducted during the Thurs., Apr. 18,
meetings of the Health and Human Services Committee, chaired




by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.).

H.F. 533, sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple
Valley), was given approval. The bill would allow foreign
veterinarians to practice if their education is approved by the
American Veterinary Medical Association. Additions to the bill
included amended S.F. 990, concerning state cost containment
through the use of HMO plans for assistance programs, and S.F. 51,
concerning home health care licensure. The amended bill was
referred to Finance,

H.F. 702, carried by Sen. Bill Diessner (DFL-Afton), would allow
those who are mentally ill and dangerous to be transported
between treatment facilities. The approved bill was amended to
include S.F. 825, concerning aging strategy; S.F. 912, concerning
consolidated chemical dependency treatment; S.F. 1025,
concerning a pilot project for preadmission screening/care
management of the mentally ill; and S.F. 1116, concerning a
subsidy program for families with mentally retarded children. The
bill was referred to Finance.

H.F. 701, sponsored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing),
would allow county boards to also serve as the community mental
health center board. An amendment added S.F. 818, the Omnibus
Jobs bill, to the approved measure.

The controversial hearing aid bill, S.F. 928, was approved.
Amendments discussed would require temporary licensing,
remove the requirement for physician licensure, require
compliance with FDA regulations and resume the license
establishing process for audiologists. The measure, authored by
Wegscheid, was referred to the Rules and Administration
Committee,

S.F. 357, authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon
Lake), would allow Pine County to receive Community Health
Service funds if it joins with two contiguous counties. The bill was
referred back to the Rules and Administration Committee.

A subcommittee repott sending a resolution to the LCRAR was
also approved. The resolution requests that Rule 4620.1800,
establishing the maximum permissible formaldehyde level in
housing units by ambiant air standard, not be suspended in
anticipation of S.F. 1279 being passed. S.F. 1279 requires a product
standard.

Judiciary
“Whistle blower” bill amended, okayed

Members of the Judiciary Committee, chaired by Sen. Allan
Spear (DFL-Mpls.), approved a bill Thurs., Apr. 18, that would
provide protection to employees who report criminal activities on
the part of their employers. Action on the measure, S.F. 116,
authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing), came after lengthy
debate and several substantial amendments. Specifically, the bill
prohibits an employer from discharging, disciplining, threatening,
discriminating against or penalizing an employee by altering the
employee’s compensation, terms, condition, locations, or
privileges of employment because the employee reported a
criminal violation, participated in an investigation, hearing, or
inquiry involving the employer or refused to participate in any
activity that violates any criminal law. The bill also prohibits an
employee from making a false disclosure or a bad faith disclosure
by imposing a penalty of a fine of not more than $300 and costs of
litigation incurred by the employer.

In other action, the panel approved two additional measures.
S.F. 591, authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
establishes attachment procedures and rewrites the existing lasv
dealing with orders for attachment in order to clarify the law and
provide more specific hearing and notice requirements. S.F. 1159,
also sponsored by Luther, makes several amendments to the laws
dealing with the regulation of corporate take-overs.

Committee wraps-up work on bills

During its final hearing on bills assigned to the committee,
members approved two revisor’s bills that would correct
erroneous, outdated wording in the statutes and provided for
statute text revisions. S.F. 1362 and S.F. 1363 are both authored by
Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove). A bill providing for the
appointment of juvenile court judges in Hennepin and Ramsey
counties by eliminating the requirement that the judge not serve
more than six years in any twelve year period was also approved.
The measure, HF. 83, is sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-
New Hope). The panel also approved S.F. 1434, sponsored by
Jude, clarifying the notice requirements in eviction actions.

Governor’s appointments confirmed

Members of the panel met Tues., Apr. 23, to discuss the
governor’s appointments to the Board on Judicial Standards. The
committee voted to recommend confirmation of the appointments
of Hy Applebaum, Janna Roderick Merrick, Raul O. Salazar, James J.
Schumacher and Miriam Lee.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Underground development encouraged

A proposal encouraging public and private development of
underground space gained the committee’s approval Tues., Apr.
23, The bill, S.F. 925, would provide tax increment financing for
underground space development districts.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
allows a municipality to exercise its eminent domain authority to
insure development of the space, which would mainly be used for
commercial purposes. A municipality may also borrow money and
issue general obligation or revenue bonds to pay for the project.

The committee also advanced a bill requiring lenders who make
agricultural loans to meet annually with farmers who borrowed
$20,000 or more. The lender and the farmer would review the
farmer’s operation and the lender’s loan policies. The proposal
would prohibit a lender from foreclosing on the loans, beginning
in 1987, if the lender does not offer to meet with the farmer.

The bill, S.F. 1110, sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-
Apple Valley), also exempts from taxation any capital gain on
forced sales that occur before the foreclosure. The sale would be
on any real or personal property used in a farm business. The bill
also prohibits financial institutions, insurance companies, and
corporations that hold mortgages on agricultural land from owning
farm land. Corporations could own farm land if they intend to
covert the use of the land to other purposes, however.
Furthermore, the bill significantly reduces the time that the
corporation must divest itself of farm lands if ordered by a court.

A bill allowing towns to impose a sales tax of up to three
percent on lodging also won committee approval. Sponsored by
committee chairman Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), the bill,
S.F. 107, allows cities, towns and counties acting on behalf of an
unorganized territory to enter into a joint powers agreement to
impose the tax.

The commissioner of agriculture could pay a farmer’s loan
obligation under the family farm security program for up to two
years, according to another bill approved by the committee.
Sponsored by Wegscheid, the bill, HF. 35, would allow the loan to
be covered when a farmer is unable to pay because of “unique or
temporary” circumstances.

The committee also advanced several other proposals: S.F. 1064
(Chmielewski) authorizing the city of Carlton to issue general
obligation bonds in order to build a fire hall and allowing the city
to contract with other cities for fire protection, authorizing the city
of McGregor to incur bonded debt to finance the construction of a
library, and allowing tax forfeited land within Fond Du Lac Indian




Reservation to be sold first to the Indians; S.F. 1414 (Jude)
allowing Plymouth to make reassessments of special assessments
previously imposed by the city; S.F. 1458 (Novak) authorizing the
Dept. of Transportation and local highway authorities to issue
permits for moving vehicles that exceed legal size, weight or load
restrictions; S.F. 1499 (Mehrkens) enabling Goodhue County to
levy an additional 3.5 mills per year outside of levy limits for
support of the county historical society; S.F. 1485 (Vega) allowing
South St. Paul to spend tax increment financing from the Concord
Street redevelopment project to pay costs of the city's sewer
separation project; and S.F. 1131 (Vega) allowing South St. Paul to
refund special assessments previously collected for financing the
sewer separation project if the city issues bonds to pay for the
project.

Mpls. convention center discussed

Members of the panel began discussion Thurs., Apr. 25, on a bill
providing for the construction of a new world-class convention
center in Minneapolis. Chief author Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.)
said that the measure, S.F. 1424, would enable Minneapolis to
compete with other states but would not involve competition with
other Minnesota cities. The new convention center, located on the
site of the current Minnapolis auditorium, would provide 5,300
jobs during its construction and would create 4,000 permanent
jobs, said Petty. In addition, Petty indicated that the new
convention center would add $4 million in state revenue by the
third year of operation and that that figure would grow to $8
million by the tenth year of operation. No formal action was taken
on the measure because of time constraints.

In other action, the panel approved an two additional bills. S.F.
418, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiiller (DFL-Mpls.), modifies
provisions that regulates industrial revenue bonding authority in
response to federal limitations. S.F. 993, authored by Sen.
Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), requires counties to institute
comprehensive local water management plans.

A third bill failed to gain the committee’s endorsement. S.F.
1313, sponsored by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New Brighton), would
have exempted electricity used to manufacture snow at ski resorts
from the sales tax.

Floor action

Gubernatorial appointments confirmed

Floor session began Mon., Apr. 22, with the passage of a
Consent Calendar bill designating Highway 60 from Mankato to
Worthington as the George Mann Memorial Highway. Mann was a
member of the House of Representatives.

Confirmation of the Governor's appointments to various boards
were also voted upon. Those confirmed include: Jana King and
Eugene F. Trumble, Cable Communications Board; Marlin A.
Rieppel and Erika Sitz, Minnesota Water Resources Board; Ernest
Lund and Mary Robinson, Waste Management Board; Carol Lee
Baudler and Bill Walker; Minnesota Pollution Control Agency;
Martin J. McGowan and Ellen G. Sampson, State Ethical Practices
Board; Robert J. O’Keefe, Public Utilities Commission; and Elliott
Perovich, Regional Transit Board Chair.

World Trade Center confirmations were as follows: Biorn
Biornstad, Ronald M. Bosrock, Willis R. Eken, Martha R. Fitling,
Thomas A. Foster, Richard M. Nolan, Pete R. Petrafeso, living M.
Stern, and Paul Rexford Thatcher,

Education board members were also confirmed. Archie D.
Chelseth, Mona J. Hintzman, Maureen A. Johnson and Orrin V.
Rinke were confirmed as members of the Minnesota Higher
Education Coordinating Board. Patricia Allinder, Alan Olson and
Jane Preston were confirmed as members of the State Board of
Vocational Technical Education. And James B. Lund, Rodney N.
Searle and Russell P. Stanton were confirmed as members of the
State University Board.

The entire General Orders Calendar was designated the Special
Orders Calendar, to enable Senators to grant bills final passage
while allowing for debate and amendment. The first bill
considered on Special Orders, S.F. 761, failed 14-48 after extended
debate over the severity of the penalty imposed on persons with
overdue parking tickets. Under the bill failure to pay would result
in drivers’ licenses being suspended after at least six months had
elapsed and the appropriate channels of court order, municipal
notice and law enforcement had failed to collect. Opponents
pointed to the work-related need to drive, problems with
reciprocal agreements with other states and drivers other than
owners receiving tickets.

September school opening approved

In other action, Mon., Apr. 22, the Senate granted final passage
to a bill prohibiting Minnesota elementary and secondary schools
from starting classes before Labor Day. The bill, H.F. 151,
sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), was approved
on a vote of 36-26, A bill clarifying the powers of arrest for peace
officers off-duty but within their jurisdiction, on-duty but outside
their jurisdiction, and off-duty outside their jurisdiction, was also
approved. The bill, FLF. 266, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-
Mpls.), also provides for clarification of the law relating to
indemnification of peace officers. An amendment, offered by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL:Coon Rapids), added provisions specifying
the authority of conservation officers.

A number of other measures gained final passage at the Monday
session. H.F. 241, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon
Rapids), modifies provisions relating to motor vehicle franchise
regulations. H.F. 94, carried by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
clarifies language concerning cost share grants for soil and water
conservation purposes. H.F. 267, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l. Falls), authorizes certain quasi-governmental bodies to
purchase a health insurance plan. H.E. 247, carried by Sen. Phyllis
McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park), specifies the priority of
comprehensive municipal plans and zoning laws in the planning
processes in statutory cities. H.F. 186, sponsored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), authorizes county boards to enter into
contracts with other states to provide mental health services.

H.F. 316, carried by DeCramer, provides for the appointment of
an assistant adjutant general in the Minnesota National Guard. H.F.
379, sponsored by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-Maplewood), allows
people who have been disqualified from being an election judge
to be qualified as election judges. H.F. 415, authored by Sen.
Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), permits reports of campaign
contributions to be made by certified mail. HE 91, carried by
Dahl, provides for the updating of precinct lists by Feb. 15, of each
year. HF. 157, authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing),
clarifies the requirements for candidates for school board
positions. H.F. 535, carried by Sen. Betty Adkins (DFL-Rockford),
prohibits the use of lead pipes or lead solder in pipes carrying
drinking water.

Variety of measures granted passage

In addition to the debate on the budget resolution and the
unemployment compensation fund, Senators passed a variety of
bills during the Tues., Apr. 23 floor session.

S.F. 581, authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley),
clarifies language authorizing certain investments in obligations of
or guaranteed by the U.S. government. H.F. 831, sponsored by Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), clarifies the authority of the governor and
the commissioner of corrections in the extradition of a prisoner to
a country with which there is an extradition treaty. H.F. 158,
carried by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), increases the amount
statutory cities and towns may levy to maintain a public cemetery.
H.F. 485, sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
authorizes the city of Lismore to issue bonds for the improvement




of municipal buildings. S.F. 364, authored by Wegscheid, expands
the purposes of health care review organizations to include dental
peer review. S.F. 994, authored by Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin),
authorizes the transfer of state lands that are no longer needed for
community college purposes to certain cities for student housing.

S.F. 1029, authored by Spear, provides for access to drivers
license photographic negatives. H.F. 982, sponsored by Sen. Betty
Adkins (DFL-Rockford), allows certain veterans organization to
have space in the Veterans Service Building. S.F. 880, authored by
Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), is a resolution
memorializing the U.S. Dept. of Energy of Minnesota’s opposition
to the siting of a high-level radioactive waste disposal facility in
Minnesota. S.F. 664, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove), revises the boundaries of certain state forests. H.F. 645,
carried by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), specifying the
effect of and the procedure for issuing an order of restitution.

S.F. 743, authored by Jude, allows nonprofit corporations to
establish, maintain and operate common trust funds. S.F. 1099,
also sponsored by Jude, is a resolution memorializing the
President and Congress of the United States to award posthumous
Medals of Freedom to Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, and
James Chaney. H.F. 953, sponsored by Sen. Jim Gustafson (IR-
Duluth), allows the city of Hermantown to fix the size of its public
utilities commission. H.F. 1065, carried by DeCramer, allows
municipal boards to require meetings to discuss disputed issues.
S.F. 1119, authored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville),
increasing the amount that a county board may credit to the
sheriff's contingency fund. H.F. 1093, carried by Bertram, is a
resolution memorializing the President and the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture to require the government of Canada to comply with
the fair trade regulations on hogs, or impose quotas and strict
tariffs on Canadian hog impotts.

Swedish community honored

A resolution memorializing the governments of the United
States and Sweden that the State of Minnesota officially adopts the
County of Kronoberg in Sweden as a sister state was unanimously
approved after a motion to give it final passage, Wed., Apr. 24.
Author Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming) explained that the
bill, H.F. 8806, was needed for a bill signing ceremony with the
ambassador of Sweden and that negotiations on several trade
agreements between the states were in progress.

Consent Calendar bills receiving approval related to schools and
local government. S.F. 896, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-
Park Rapids), “corrects” a payback formula to school districts
making energy conservation
investments. H.F. 656, carried by Sen. Don Anderson (IR-Wadena),
would allow Otter Tail County to adopt an ordinance relating to
the control of dogs and cats and increase the amount levied for
the county humane society. H.F. 1254, sponsored by Sen. Doran
Isackson (IR-Storden), would correct a statutory cross-reference
and allow municipal utilities to purchase liability insurance for
directors and employees.

A variety of other bills were given final passage. H.F. 759, carried
by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL Jordan), would extend the filing
deadline and the return time for absentee ballots in municipal
elections for those living overseas. S.F. 1193, authored by Sen.
LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), would alter gravel tax laws. H.F.
1197, carried by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), would
allow Circle Pines and Lino Lakes to establish a joint public
utilities commission. S.F. 335, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), would allow the Board of Animal Health to establish
rules to move more quickly to control a disease outbreak among
domestic animals. H.F. 1199, sponsored by Sen. Steven Novak
(DFL-New Brighton), would exempt the New Brighton chief and
deputy chief of police from the New Brighton civil service system.

HF. 1198, carried by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), would
create a Youth Coordinating Board in the city of Minneapolis.

Bilingual assistance bill approved

A bill allowing state agencies and local government agencies to
provide services and materials in languages other than English if a
substantial number of people using the service or material cannot
speak English, gained final passage after lengthy debate. S.F. 1203,
authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), directs the
Commissioner of Administration to determine the agencies and
departments that would provide the bilingual assistance under
guidelines established in the bill. Opponents of the measure
argued that the bill would perpetuate a policy of multiple
languages and delay the assimilation of recent immigrants into
mainstream society. Proponents of the bill countered that the
measure would provide a “transitional bridge” to assist new
arrivals in learning English. The bill was approved on a vote of
44-18.

In other action, Wednesday afternoon, Senators approved an
additional eleven bills. S.F. 1244, authored by Sen. Howard
Knutson (IR-Burnsville), increases the number of on-sale liquor
licenses in the city of Burnsville. S.F. 901, authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), increases the incentives for enforcing and
collecting child support. An amendment, offered by Sen. Ember
Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), requires that individuals required to
pay child support must provide notice of a change of address. S.F.
1278, authored by Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), extends the
time, until 1990, that certain conventional loans may be assumed.
H.F. 1235, carried by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
authorizes the conveyance of certain state trail lands no longer
needed for trails.

S.F. 1347, authored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int’l, Falls), allows
the DNR to sell five acres of land in Koochiching County. S.F. 1353,
also sponsored by Lessard, allows the DNR to sell 25 feet of land
in St. Louis County. HF. 204, carried by Sen. Jerome Hughes (DFL-
Maplewood), creates a student acvisory council to the Higher
Education Coordinating Board. H.F. 256, authored by Sen. Robert
Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), clarifies regulations concerning van-type
motor homes and related dealer franchise regulations. S.F. 814,
authored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), establishes
the State Council on Vocational Education. S.F. 453, authored by
Reichgott, reduces the fees for camping spaces with state parks
and reduces the fees for state park motor vehicle permits for the
physically handicapped. S.F. 1357, also sponsored by Reichgortt,
establishes penalties for failure to file a complete income tax
return.

Senate debates fate of Big Island

A bill transferring the responsibilities of the Big Island Veterans
Camp to a governing board comprised of veterans won final
approval Wednesday evening, Apr. 24. Sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude
(DFL-Maple Grove), the bill allows the eight-member board to
operate the camp or sell it.

If the board chooses to sell the camp, they would be required to
notify the Hennepin County Park that the land is up for sale,
according to an amendment approved by the Senate. Within two
years of the sale notification, the amendment, sponsored by Sen.
Gen Olson (IR-Mound), would allow the park reserve district to
obtain the property by negotiation or to begin eminent domain
proceedings for the property . Olson said the amendment would
provide the Hennepin County Park Reserve District time to raise
money to purchase the land.

Opponents to the amendment said it would prevent the board
from receiving the best price for the land. However, proponents
argued that the eminent domain proceedings would insure that




the land is sold at the fair market value, and they said it would
help keep the land for public use.

The Senate also passed a bill exempting non-profit
organizations from paying taxes on the sale of personal property,
food, drinks, meals and admission tickets conducted at fund-
raising events. The bill, S.F. 83, sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville), would apply the exemption only to proceeds
that are used solely for charitable, religious or educational
purposes. The exemption would not apply to bingo or gambling
activities, to events where a promoter or operator receives a profit,
or funds raised to pay for an organization’s expenses.

The Senate passed several other bills Wednesday evening: H.F.
454 (Dieterich) voiding the penalty charged against a person who
has not purchased license tabs if the person can verify that the
department failed to send notification; S.F. 986 (Chmielewski)
making several miscellaneous changes to the workers’
compensation law; H.F. 907 (1antry) changing the personnel
system in Ramsey county; S.F. 1148 (Freeman) strengthening the
definition of trade secret; S.F. 1254 (Dicklich) requiring that any
information gathered for an OSHA inspection be made public after
the file is completed, and prohibiting OSHA investigators from
testifying in third party actions; S.F. 115 (Samuelson) permitting
POW license plates to be issued free instead of charging a fee; S.F.
1276 (Petty) requiring licensing of facilities for children and
handicapped persons in need of treatment; and S.F. 1140 requiring
that the origin of swine herds be identified before slaughter for
disease control and meat inspection purposes.  The following

bills were also passed: S.F. 781 (Peterson, D.C.) clarifying who is
authorized to release juvenile court records; S.F. 1356 (Jude)
conforming various laws to judicial decisions of unconstitutionality
and suggestions for clarity; S.F. 1388 (Reichgott) clarifying the
jurisdiction of the court of appeals to issue writs; S.F. 274 (Spear)
conforming the review process for the mentally retarded persons
to that used for the mentally ill and chemically dependent; H.F.
825 (Waldorf) making minor changes to regulations governing
electricians; and H.F. 565 (DeCramer) allowing the Soil and Water
Conservation Board to insure that districts comply with the state-
wide programs and policies.

Other bills passed include: S.F. 1374 (Freeman) allowing the
Dept. of Natural Resources to maintain lease rates for Fort Snelling
State Park; S.F. 459 (Spear) clarifying provisions relating to the
award of costs in guardianship and conservatorship proceedings;
S.F. 1077 (Pogemiller) providing a reimbursement of residents
required to testify in another state in criminal cases; H.F. 951
(Taylor) authorizing local heritage preservation commissions; S.F.
1214 (Pehler) clarifying immunity from liability for volunteer
firefighters who render assistance at scenes of emergency; H.F.
1382 (Sieloff) providing for transcript fees in the second judicial
district; S.F. 927 (Merriam) exempting rowing shells from
licensing requirements; S.F. 1238 (Storm) authorizing the issuance
of temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses; S.F. 661
(Freeman) creating regulations to protect persons who purchase
camping memberships; and S.F. 1329 (Merriam) clarifying laws
relating to the sales and use tax.

Monday, April 29, 1985

Finance Subc. on Education, Chair: Gene Waldorf
8:00 AM  Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Finalize allocations.

Finance Subc. on Health & Human Setvices, Chair: Don
Samuelson

8:30 AM  Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

Finance Subc. on State Deparments, Chair: Carl Kroening
9:00 AM Room 112, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations,

Taxes & Tax Laws, Chair: Douglas Johnson

9:00 AM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: SF. 593-Frederickson: Special service districts; S.F. 1424-
Petty: Convention center; S.F. 1423-Johnson, D.J.: Fiscal
disparities; S.F. 996-Davis: Commercial service districts.

Conference Committee, Chair: Rep. Elton Redalen

10:00 AM Room 500 S., State Office Building

Agenda: HF. 1216/SF. 1199-Stumpf: Changes to emergency farm
operating loan program.

The Minnesta Senate eek at a Glance

Rules & Administration, Chair: Roger Moe

1:00 PM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: Report from the Bill Referral Subcommittee; S.F. 363-
Pogemiller: MN constitutional amendment, eliminating
office of state treasurer; S. Res. #73-Spear: President of
the U.S, should not pay tribute to perpetrators of the
Holocaust; S.F. 1431-Spear: Resolution, Soviet action to
stop anti-Jewish discrimination.

The Senate will be in session at 7:00 PM.

Tuesday, April 30, 1985

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
8:00 AM Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

Finance Subc. on Health & Human Services, Chair: Don
Samuelson

8:30 AM  Room 118, Capitol

Agenda: Allocations.

The Senate will be in session at 3:00 PM.




Wednesday, May 1, 1985

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
8:00 AM  Room 120, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

Health & Human Services, Chair: Linda Berglin

9:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol

Agenda: Joint meeting with the House Human Services
Committee; Presentation on case mix rule, Pam Parker,
Interagency Board; Testimony.

Taxes & Tax Laws, Chair: Douglas Johnson
9:00 AM  Room 15, Capitol
Agenda: Omnibus tax bill (tentative).

Thursday, May 2, 1985

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
8:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

Finance Subc, on Health & Human Services, Chair: Don
Samuelson
8:30 AM  Room 118, Capitol

Service Offices

Office Phone Room
Senate Public Information 296-0504 B-29
Secretary of the Senate - for copies of bills 296-2343 231
Senate Index - for bill status 296-2887 231
Senate Hotline - for committee schedules  296-8088

House Public Information Office 296-2146 G9
Chief Clerk’s Office - for copies of bills 206-2314 211
House Index - for bill status 296-6646 211
House Call - for committee schedules 296-9283

Agenda: Allocations.

The Senate will be in session at 3:00 PM,

Friday, May 3, 1985

Finance Subc. on State Departments, Chair: Carl Kroening
8:00 AM  Room 112, Capitol
Agenda: Operating budget allocations.

The Senate will be in session at 12:00 Noon.

Judiciary Subc. on the Juvenile Code, Chair: Randolph
Peterson

400 PM  Room 15, Capitol

Agenda: Presentation by Juvenile Code Revision Task Force.

Saturday, May 4, 1985

The Senate will be in session at 9:00 AM,
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Saturn package endorsed GOVERRIAENT

Members of the Senate Tax Committee voted overwlielmin VISION
Tuesday, April 30, to endorse a proposal granting signiffcant tax
breaks and incentives for General Motors new Saturn plant should
GM officials choose Minnesota as the site for the plant. The
measure, S.F. 1510, carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn
Park), supports the offer made by the governor to GM officials in
the competition to attract the automotive plant to Minnesota.

Specifically, the bill establishes a new category of enterprise
zone for a single manufacturing facility with a projected
employment of 5,000 people and a projected investment of §3
billion. Property within the zone would be tax exempt for 30
years. Corporate income taxes for the zone would be abated as
would sales taxes on the purchase of construction materiale and
equipment. The local governments would be reimbursed for lost
property tax revenue if development in the zone imposes an
additional net financial burden on the governmental unit. The bill
appropriates $S million for such reimbursements for fiscal years
1986-87.

In addition, the bill appropriates $30 million to provide a grant
to the city which is selected as a site for the Saturn plant; $1.86
million to the U of M for a center for advanced manufacturing
technology; $2.2 million to the State Board of Vocational Technical
Education for administrative support for a job training center; $2
million to the HECB to develop an education and training
transition team and center and $4 million to a relocation expense
fund that would reimburse up to $1,000 per employee for
relocating. The measure also authorizes a bond issue to build the
job training center and for the center for advanced technologies.

All of the appropriations and bonding authority would be
canceled if Minnesota is not chosen as the new site by September
1 of this year. The bill was approved on a voice vote and referred
to the Finance Commitiee.

Panel moves Senate tax bill

The Senate DFL's $815 million tax-cutting plan gained the
support of the Taxes and Tax Laws Committee Wednesday, May 1,
and was sent to the Senate floor. Earlier during the meeting,
members of the committee rejected the Senate IR tax proposal,
which called for a tax reduction of $1.4 billion.

Sponsored by committee chairman Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-
Cook), the Senate DFL plan reduces income taxes by $744 million,
or 14.5 percent, and simplifies the tax system to a one-page form.
The measure also adopts the full deduction for Individual
Retiremeént Accounts beginning January 1, 1985, but eliminates the
deduction for federal income taxes. The Senate bill also retains the
state child and dependent care and low income credits, and the
exemption for unemployment compensation, pensions and
military pay.

Johnson said the tax relief is aimed at the middle-income wage
earner, and he added the plan would reduce Minnesota’s top
income tax rate from 16 percent to 9.9 percent, which would
lower its national ranking from 1st to 15th.

The Senate tax bill also increases property tax relief to
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hgmeowners and farmers. Under the plan, the $650 homestead
credit limitation is eliminated and an additional $23 million is

ed to lower homeowners property taxes. Agricultural credits are
also increased by $14.6 million. The bill also takes a step towards
property tax reform by instituting a 10 class system and
consolidating agricultural credit classes.

Farmers would also be aided by a $10.3 million sales tax
reduction on farm machinery parts, under the Senate bill.
Furthermore, the proposal maintains a $500 million budget
reserve,

In addition to the tax-cutting proposals, the tax bill allows the
voters of Ely to permit the city to own and operate a casino facility.
The proposal gives the charitable gambling control board
responsibility for overseeing the operation of the facility, and a tax
is imposed on the gross revenue of the operation. Two-thirds of
the profit from the casino operation would be transferred to the
IRRRB for economic development loans and grants. The remaining
profit would provide development grants to Minnesota Indian
tribes. The proposal also makes several changes to the charitable
gambling laws.

The jobs bill, passed earlier this week by the Senate, is also in
the tax proposal. That measure reorganizes existing state job and
income maintenance programs into a new Dept. of Employment
and Training and creates a wage subsidy program.

The Senate IR plan called for a 19 percent, or $975 million,
across-the-board income tax rate reduction. The proposal would
have also conformed IRA deductions to federal limitations, thus
reducing income taxes by an additional $138 million, Senate
minority members also proposed property tax relief of $135
million for commercial and industrial property, $65 million for
agricultural property, and an additional $60 million for state
property tax credits and refunds. Also, the plan called for sales tax
reduction of $75 million, which included a $25 million reduction
on farm used machinery and parts.

Higher education spending bill ckayed

The Finance Subcommittee on Education wrapped up four
months of budget work in approving the Omnibus Education Bill,
Wednesday, May 1.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), okayed
the measure which allocates $2.65 billion over the biennium.

Under the bill, $961 million would be allocated to the University
of Minnesota, $379 million to the AVTI System, $351 million to the
State University System, $185 million to the Community College
System, $136 million to the Higher Education Coordinating Board
and $46 million to the Department of Education,

The panel voted to include a $150,000 appropriation to study
teacher preparation. The study was suggested by Sen. Jerome
Hughes (DFL-Maplewood). He said the study was necessary to
keep up with changes in the teaching field. “We need the study to
maintain professionalism and anticipate and prepare for the lack of
science and math teachers,” said Hughes,

The bill would also establish scholarships and grants for part-
time students.




Finance

Child abuse bill gains

The Finance Committee advanced a hazardous waste victims
compensation bill and a child abuse protection bill, Mon., Apr. 29.

H.F. 876, carried by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes),
would allocate $2 million for a hazardous substance injury
compensation fund. Up to $250,000 of the expenditure would
finance a board to administer the fund. The three member board
would be appointed by the Governor.

H.F. 848, carried by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), is
designed to protect children involved in sexual abuse cases and
provide uniform procedures for the cases. The bill includes
provisions allowing informal questioning of children and
requiring courts to give docket priority to child abuse cases.
Reichgott said no new appropriation would be necessary because
existing funds could cover the costs of the goals of the bill.

S.F. 966, sponsored by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), would
require the commissioner of human services to establish services
for brain damaged adults.

S.F. 1041, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer),
would require that farm land values be limited so that farm
families with low income and relatively high farm land value could
qualify for student financial aid.

S.F. 946, sponsored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul),
authorizes post-secondary boards to award scholarships based on
academic achievement. S.F. 832, also sponsored by Waldorf, would
allow the permanent university fund to be used to endow up to 70
professorial chairs.

Panel approves spending bill

The Subcommittee on Health and Human Services approved its
spending bill, Mon., Apr. 29,

The bill would appropriate $893.8 million in 1986 and $957.6
million in 1987.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd),
heard several last minute amendments before approving the bill,

Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) successfully amended the bill to
extend a program to aid compulsive gamblers into the next
biennium. Spear said there is an increasing need for the program.
“We're moving more toward gambling in this state and there is a
minority of people who cannot handle gambling,” he said.

Panels prepare spending bills

The Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-
States, chaired by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon) and the
Subcommittee on State Departments, chaired by Sen. Carl
Kroening ( DFL-Mpls.), devoted most of the week discussing final
appropriations. Final spending bills are being prepared and are
expected to be completed next week,

Health & Human Services

Case mix rule heard

The Case Mix Rule, which will provide a new reimbursement
system for nursing homes based on resident needs, was heard at a
Wed., May 1, joint meeting of the Senate and House Health and
Human Services Committees, chaired by Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.).

The rule will classify residents as A-K, according to the relative
costliness of their care, said Pam Parker of the Interagency Board.
There are then 11 different rates within each classification, and
each resident is reassessed every six months. Care and noncare
related costs are separated. “Under this system, the cost will be
more predictable,” Parker said, explaining that inflation and a

change in case mix would be the only variables causing fiscal
shifts.

Nursing home representatives who testified asked for a three to
five year phase-in of the rule for high cost nursing homes and
objected to the rural and metro geographic regions established.
Legislators expressed concern over a lack of incentives to
rehabilitate residents.

Pound seizure bill examined

A pound seizure bill relating to dogs sold to institutions for
research purposes was heard at the Wed., May 1, meeting of the
Health and Human Services Committee.

The bill, S.F. 1080, is authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon Lake).

An-amendment reinserted the language of the House
companion with two exceptions. A dog pound would be required
to hold a seized animal for at least eight days rather than five for
redemption by the owner, and pounds would be prohibited from
receiving more compensation from the sale of dogs for research
than the cost of redemption by the owner, The bill also requires
dealers to have their business open to the public for viewing
animals in custody.

A presentation on Rule 54 was also given by Tom JoliCoeur,
Dept. of Human Services. Rule 54 establishes a new system of
Medical Assistance in-patient hospital reimbursement. The rule
establishes a modified DRG system similar to Medicare with 36
categories of hospitalization.

Taxes and Tax Laws
Mpls. convention center bill loses

On a 11-14 vote, the committee defeated a bill that would have
helped finance the construction of the Minneapolis convention
center.

Sponsored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), the bill would have
appropriated $6 million annually in state funds to help pay for the
construction of the center, which would cost about $126 million. If
the state did not appropriate the funds, the Metropolitan Council
could have increased property taxes to cover construction costs.
The bill also allowed Minneapolis to impose a four percent sales
tax on lodging and on-sale liquor sales.

Petty said the center would bring jobs and money to the state.
However, opponents to the bill questioned if the center would be
a good investment, while other lawmakers disagreed with the
policy allowing the council to raise property taxes to help pay for
the project.

Special service districts approved

In other action at the Tues., Apr. 30, hearing, committee
members approved several bills allowing specific cities to
establish special service taxing district. S,F. 593, authored by Sen.
Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan), permits the establishment of 2
special service district in New Ulm. S.F. 1513, authored by Sen. '
James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), permits the establishment of speciﬂ]
service districts in Sartell, Sauk Rapids, St. Cloud and Waite Park.
S.E. 996, sponsored by Sen, Charles Davis (DFL-Princeton), permits
the establishment of commercial service districts in the city of
Mora. S.F. 1506, authored by Sen. Mel Frederick (IR-Owatonna),
permits the city of Waseca to establish a special service district an
grants port authority powers to the cities of Austin and Albert Le2.

The panel, chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), also
approved three additional bills. S.F. 1423, authored by Johnson,
patterns the distribution of funds in the taconite relief areas of the
Iron Range on the fiscal disparities distribution of funds in the
metropolitan area, H.F. 58, carried by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-
Glyndon), grants urban town powers to the town of Moorhead.




S.F. 1032, sponsored by Davis, changes the agricultural land
preservation pilot county program. H.F. 58 was referred to the
Finance Committee for further consideration. S.F. 1368, sponsored
by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), exempting property used to store
aircraft from property taxes did not gain the committee’s approval.

Thursday April 25

Credit card fraud attacked

Nearly fifty bills were processed during a lengthy afternoon floor
session, Thurs., Apr. 25, Credit card fraud, the farm issue,
quarterhorse racing and port authorities received the most
attention,

“Technology [has] advanced far beyond our statutes,” said Sen.
Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), author of S.F. 863. Expanding
the definition of “credit card™ to “financial transaction card”
(which includes cash or “debit"” cards), the bill would add the
illegal use of card numbers via phone and forgery of cards to the
definition of theft. A new crime defined as “financial transaction
card fraud” would also be created by the bill to combat organized
rings, conspiring merchants, selling or transferring of numbers,
false statements made to receive cards and those who falsely
report lost cards. An amendment added a provision for the signing
or using of a card “under duress.” '

The farm issue surfaced again when Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St.
Paul) unsuccesstully tried to amend H.F. 779 on the floor. Ifa
farmer loses a farm through voluntary liquidation or foreclosure,
the amendment would have exempted the farmer from capital
gains tax retroactive to 1981, “It’s the minimum, I think, this
Legislature can do to help this situation,” said Sieloff. H.F. 779
concerns insurance company exemption from income tax,
amended returns and extended time for corporate returns, The bill
was progressed at the request of the author, Sen. Ember Reichgott
(DFL-New Hope).

A noncontroversial “housekeeping” bill dealing with the soon-
to-begin horse racing industry in Minnesota, S.F. 1249, became an
issue of debate when Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro)
attempted to amend the bill, The amendment, which failed 28-34,
would have required 30 days of quarterhorse racing at Canterbury
Downs. Although author Sen. Clarence Purfeerst said that
quarterhorses would be added next year, Benson wanted
participation guaranteed in law. The bill was approved.

The issue of whether or not to grant port authority, for what
reasons and in what numbers, was again argued when five bills
granting port authority came to the floor for approval. Cautioning
that port authority was going to become meaningless in
Minnesota, Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), said, “1 don't think we
have any criteria.” However, Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan)
defended port authorities as having been “very successful in
Minnesota.” Approved port authority bills included: S.F. 1220
{Anderson) for Wadena; S.F. 904 (Mehrkens) for Red Wing and
Hastings; S.F. 1447 (Langseth) for Breckenridge; S.F. 721
(Ramstad) for Plymouth; and S.F. 616 (Stumpf) for Warroad.

Two education bills were approved. S.F. 944, authored by Sen.
Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), would allow the state university
board, state board for community colleges and state board of
vocational technical education to purchase computers and related
products and services from private vendors for resale to individual
students and staff members. HLF. 399, authored by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), would require the Dept. of Natural
Resources to exchange permanent school fund lands in state parks
and waysides-for profit-producing lands which would contribute to
the fund.

Several crime bills also received Senate approval. H.F, 245,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), would define
parental rights and the crime of depriving another of custodial or
parental rights. S.F. 650, also authored by Pogemiller, would
increase the penalty for nonviolent crimes committed dgainst

transit providers such as bus drivers. H.F. 274, carried by Sen. Don
Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park), would add “flammable liquids” to
the definition of “dangerous weapon.”

A consumer protection bill regulating prepayments for funeral
and burial goods and services was approved. The measure, S.F.
921, is authored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).

A number of land bills were approved. H.F. 863, sponsored by
Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove), would change the Dept. of
Transportation method of payment to landscape contractors. H.F.
1113, carried by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'] Falls), would set aside
Grand Mound for historical preservation purposes. H.F. 1570,
sponsored by Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan), would allow
Gillmore Manor in Morgan to keep a 120 acre farm until the
donor’s death. S.F. 1087, authored by Mel Frederick (IR-
Owatonna), would allow the construction of private field roads
rather than bridges or culverts for judicial ditches.

S'F. 86, authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley),
was approved. The bill changes the legal penalty of fines and
probation for selling adulterated milk or cream. The leve!l of
antibiotics in dairy products was the major concern.

A variety of other bills were given final passage. H.F. 315,
sponsored by Sen. Betty Adkins (DFL-St. Michael), would allow
towns to raise the levy rate in special fire protection districts where
the town provides fire protection. H.F. 507, carried by Sen. Phyllis
McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park), would require Hennepin County
board members’ salaries to be stated in fixed dollar amounts. S.F.
1234, authored by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), would permit
St. Paul to issue single event on-sale wine licenses to nonprofit
charitable, religious or veterans organizations. S.F. 1404, authored
by Wegscheid, would allow all Minnesota counties to make
electronic funds transfers. H.F. 1226, carried by Sen. Fritz Knaak
(IR-White Bear Lake), would permit a transfer of White Bear park
land for Ramsey County land for development. S.F. 1291, authored
by Benson, would allocate state money to replace an lowa-
Minnesota border bridge in Harmony.

S.F. 1358, authored by Frederickson, would establish an
equitable means of sharing the maintenance cost of town cartways
for those who use the cartways. H.F. 1152, sponsored by Sen.
Patricia Kronebusch (IR-Rollingstone), would allow Winona
County to sell a humane society shelter and land to a private
entrepreneur. S.F. 825, authored by Reichgott, would allow Crystal
city council members to accept other compatible government jobs
and would allow the council to adopt emergency ordinances with
a majority. H.F. 446, carried by Sen. LeRoy Stumpfl ( DFL-Plummer),
would allow the Dept. of Transportation and counties to sell
certain pieces of land through real estate brokers after open
bidding and advertising have failed, H.F. 468, carried by
Wegscheid, would allow the state demographer to determine
minimum populations. H.F, 1193, sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram
(DFL-Paynesville), would allow corrections officers to use
computers rather than ledgers for recordkeeping systems in jails
and lockups. H.F. 602, also carried by Bertram, would allow
vendors of alcoholic beverages to sell soft drinks on credit.

H.F. 698, carried by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), would grant
North Mankato a short-term, on-sale liquor license in order to host
the Minnesota State Fire Department Association, H.F. 580,
sponsored by Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul), would raise the
median income allowable for community development
corporation directors. S.F. 1308, authored by Benson, would allow
Olmsted County to lease, sell and convey certain land in order to
attract the National Institute of Corrections to Rochester. S.F. 1208,
authored by Earl Renneke (IR-LeSueur), would allow Gaylord to
issue general obligation bonds for the acquisition and betterment
of municipal buildings. S.F. 615, authored by Stumpf, would allow
Lake of the Woods County to issue bonds for the construction of a
jetty in Zipple Bay. S.F. 1190, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson
(DFL-Mpls.), would enable the redevelopment of certain public
housing projects. S.F. 1398, authored by Wegscheid, would tighten
requirements for government finance officers regarding state




financial portfolios.

S.F. 1411, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet ( DFL-Park Rapids), was
the only bill which failed to pass during the afternoon. The
measure would have permitted a home rule or statutory city to
contribute to a community seed capital fund for the purpose of
assisting new or existing businesses with low interest rate loans.

Friday April 26
Judicial merit selection argued

The selection process for judges, which is currently determined
by the governor, would have been pre-established by H.F. 67 if the

bill had passed during the Fri., Apr. 26, floor session. Authored by

Sen. Llawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), the bill would have
established a 12 member panel (seven of whom would be chosen
by the governor) to screen and recommend candidates. “It
depoliticizes the judical selection process,” said Sen. Fritz Knaak
(IR-White Bear Lake). ’

Opponent of the bill and chair of the Judiciary Committee, Sen.
Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), said the bill was unnecessary. “The
governors in both parties have maintained pretty high standards in
appointing judges,” Spear said. After an amendment making the
panel optional for the governor was approved, Pogemiller
progressed the bill. :

A second bill receiving major attention was S.F. 919, authored by
Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley). The measure would
protect buyers of farm commodities from farm liens, i.e. elevators
from lenders. An approved amendment (29-26) would allow
farmers to keep half of the proceeds from a commodity sale and
restrict liens to 80 percent of projected income. The bill was
unanimously approved.

S.F. 658, authored by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes),
was also approved. The bill would establish fines for the illegal
buying and selling of game and fish and require blaze orange to
be worn when deerhunting. A somewhat controversial amendment
increased the penalty for trespassing.

Several other Special Orders bills were approved. H.F. 78,
carried by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), defines the crime of
owning or operating a “disorderly house™ (illegal sale of alcohol,
gambling, prostitution and controlled substances). H.F. 674, also
carried by Berglin, would define ‘‘relative” in order of preference
for purposes of adoption, including step-parents. H.F. 428,
sponsored by Sen. Donald Storm (IR-Edina), would authorize a
one-day liquor license for the Eden Prairie Foundation. S.F. 580,
authored by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan), would appropriate
a $16,000 entitlement forfeiture to Lakeville. H.F. 835, carried by
Sen. Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby), was progressed; the bill would
allow the same time for expiration of driver’s licenses for spouses
of active duty members of the armed forces.

A Consent Calendar bill also received final passage. H.F. 1388,
authored by Wegscheid, is a resolution memorializing the
President, Congress, and the Secretary of Agriculture to require
certain minimum levels of solids-not-fat in fluid milk marketed for
direct human consumption.

Monday April 29
Senate passes jobs bill

A bill reorganizing existing state job and income maintenance
programs into a new Dept. of Employment and Training won the
Senate’s approval Monday evening, Apr. 29. The bill, S.F. 818, also
creates a wage subsidy program, which would replace the current
MEED program.

Sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), the
measure establishes a temporary Office of Full Productivity and

Opportunity to oversee the consolidation of existing job-related
departments and agencies into the new department. Furthermore,
the proposal encourages counties to place the unemployed in jobs
rather than issuing welfare checks by decreasing the state’s share
of the welfare payment.

A controversial portion of the bill concerned the position of
coordinator of the temporary office. Pogemiller's proposal would
allow the coordinator to “issue, revoke and amend rules under the
administrative procedures act.” Sen. Howard Knutson (IR-
Burnsville), who labeled the coordinator a “czar,” said the bill
gives the position too much power. “Whoever says a czar is better
jn this democracy? History has proven that a czar has not worked
... not in our tradition of things,” Knutson said. Knutson’s
amendment to remove the coordinator failed; however, the Senate

- did approve an amendment prohibiting the coordinator from

issuing emergency rules. The effect of the amendment, offered by
Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro), would allow the public to
respond to proposed rules.

The appropriation for the wage-subsidy program is not
contained in the bill, but will be determined by the Finance
Committee. The Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human
Services has recommended a $33 million appropriation for the
program, which would encourage private employers to hire
people who collect welfare checks.

The bill was approved on a 42-25 vote. Pogemiller said, “This
bill is premised on the belief that Minnesotan'’s prefer and deserve
the dignity of a paycheck, and that it is the government’s role to
provide them that opportunity.” However, Minority Leader Glen
Taylor (IR-Mankato), who opposed the bill, said, "It is not clear
where this will exactly take us. The alternative is to set up a better
job climate in this state.”

The Senate granted final passage to several additional measures:
S.F. 35 (Diessner) requiring health professionals to report
suspicious wounds to law enforcement officials; S.F. 979 (Luther)
establishing guidelines for community dispute resolution
programs; H.F. 362 (Willet) providing for disposition of the
proceeds from the sale or rental of tax-forfeited lands or from the
sale of their products; H.F. 516 (Adkins) authorizing
reimbursement to county commissioners and county officers for
certain expenses; H.F. 882 (Merriam) allowing the commissioner
of natural resources to enter into agreements with other states for
forest fire prevention; H.F. 657 (Petty) prohibiting public access to
data identifying certain youthful victims of criminal sexual
behavior; H.F. 683 (Kronebusch) allowing a minor to be a donor
under the Anatomical Gift Act; S.F. 800 (Reichgott) prohibiting
deceptive advertising practices. H.F. 852 (Gustafson) conveying
state land to the city of Duluth for a skywalk easement; and S.F.
1202 (Dahl) requiring the commissioner of health to monitor the
quality of water in private water wells in the metropolitan area.

Tuesday April 30
Resolutions capture attention

On the 10th anniversary of the fall of Saigon, Apr. 29, the Senate
gave approval to a resolution designating the “Red Ribbon™ to
commemorate Minnesota citizens who are still missing in action
or are being held against their will in Asian countries, The
measure, House Concurrent Resolution No. 8, was sponsored by
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake).

A second resolution asking the President not to visit the graves
of SS officers in Bitburg also was given approval on a strong voice
vote. Author Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) said that the President
“should not pay honor to those who actually committed the
atrocities.” He expressed the concern of both the Jewish
community and veterans organizations.




Another measure authored by Spear, S.F. 391, was defeated 27-
37 after a heated debate. The measure would have allowed an
award for damages due to mental anguish actions for death by
wrongful act. Such actions are common when children or elderly
people have been victims. Spear said that the law has been
successful in other states, but opponents argued that insurance
rates would skyrocket.

Two additional measures generated their share of controversy
before receiving final passage. S.F. 643, authored by Sen, Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), would change the designation
system of muskellunge lakes and provide for a penalty (a
misdemeanor and up to a $1,000 fine) for illegal spearing and
angling on muskellunge lakes. S.F. 243, also authored by
Wegscheid, would allow physical therapists to evaluate and treat
patients with ongoing needs without the re-referral of a physician
every 30 days. An amendment granting chiropractors as well as
physicians the right to refer patients to physical therapists failed
33-34,

Companions S.F. 1131 and S.F. 1483, authored by Sen. Conrad
Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul), were approved. The bills establish
financing for a combined storm-sanitary sewer separation project
in South St. Paul.

Township bill debated

Abill providing for various changes in township government
was the subject of considerable debate before being amended and
then progressed. The measure, H.F. 889, authored by Sen. Joseph
Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), was successfully amended by Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-lanesboro), to include a Controversial
provision allowing townships to set shorter voting hours, H.F. 786,
sponsored by Sen. lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), transferring
the authority to make appointments for certain commissions and
boards from the governor to various department heads also
received extensive debate before gaining final passage by a vote of
34-27. A third measure that was subject to prolonged debate was
S.F. 1061. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-
Jordan), clarifies the definition of real property to include
structures with temperature control such as maltbarns for purposes
of property taxation. The measure gained final passage on another
close 34-27 vote.

A number of other measures were given final passage during the
late evening hours Tuesday. S.F. 862, authored by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), grants conciliation courts with the
jurisdiction to determine actions brought by educational

institutions to recover student loans. H.F. 835, carried by Sen.
Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby), allows the same time for the
expiration of a driver’s license for a spouse of 2 member of the
armed forces on active duty as for the military person. S.F. 952,
authored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), dealing
with the regulation of alarm and communication installers was
amended to include language of a bill sponsored by Sen. Gene
Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul). The new version of the bill provides for
the licensing of alarm and communication contractors and
installers by the Board of Electricity.

H.F. 273, also sponsored by Wegscheid, makes permanent the
time price differential rate on certain motor vehicles and provides
for a time price differential rate for certain classes of manufactured
homes. S.F. 1279, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So. St. Paul),

provides for product standards for the amount of formaldehyde

used in building materials for the construction of housing units.
S.F. 547, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), prohibits
the issuance of a motor vehicle dealer license to a person
convicted of certain crimes such as odometer tampering and
authorizes the immediate revocation or suspension of a dealer’s
license upon conviction, H.F. 1150, authored by Sen. Randolph
Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), authorizes the sale of tax-forfeited land
in Chisago County to a specific individual. H.F, 537, sponsored by
Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), changes the permissible
expenditure, to 40 cents per capita, on tourist, agricultural and
industrial promotion in Itasca County. S.F. 1499, authored by Sen.
Lyle Mehrkins (IR-Red Wing), permits Goodhue County to levy a
tax for the county historical society and provides for a reverse
referendum. S.F. 887, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), provides for the procedures for the determination of
environmental impairment.

Two measures, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove)
making corrections in Minnesota’s statutes were also given final
passage. S.F. 1362 removes redundant, obsolete language,
simplifies grammar and syntax and improves the style of language.
S.F. 1363 corrects erroneous, ambiguous, omitted, and obsolete
references and text.

Finally, members of the Senate debated a measure, S.F. 879,
sponsored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield), that would
add definitions to the Minnesota energy and economic
development authority law, increase the agency’s bonding
authority and extend the life of the Minnesota Manufacturing
Growth Council. After considerable debate the measure was
progressed.

3




OF MINNES(‘J

R

02 366 34

The Minnesota Senate Week at a Glance

Monday, May 6, 1983 Thursday, May 9, 1985
The Senate will be in session at 2:00 PM. The Senate will be in session at 1:00 PM.
Tuesday, May 7, 1985 Friday, May 10, 1985
The Senate will be in session at 1:00 PM, The Senate will be in session at 9:00 AM.
Wednes d:a*y, May 8, 198 5 Judiciary Subc. on the Juvenile Code, Chair: Randolph
Peterson

Governmental Operations, Chair: Donald Moe 4:00 PM  Room 15, Capitol
9:00 AM  Room 15, Capitol Agenda: Discussion of task force recommendations.
Agenda: Matters relating to the Metropolitan Airports

Commission,

WEEKLY SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR ADDITIONS.
The Senate will be in session at 1:00 PM. CALL FOR UPDATED SCHEDULES.

Notice to Subscribers

All areas of state government are striving to cut operational
costs. The Senate Public Information Office is no exception.

Therefore, in order to reduce production and mailing costs, and
save taxpayers dollars, we are requesting that Briefly subscribers
Service Offices notify us if they no longer wish to receive the publication.
Office Phone Room
Senate Public Information 296-0504 B-29
Secretary of the Senate - for copies of bills 296-2343 231 08
Senate Index - for bill status 296-2887 231 Br A@ﬁ? . . o '
Senate Hotline - for committee schedules 296-8088 Briefly is pubhshgzd wegkly during legislative sessions by
House Public Information Office 206-2146 GO the Public Information Ofﬁce, Rm BZQ, State Capitol Building,
Chief Clerk's Office - for copies of bills 2962314 211 St Paul, MN 55155 Briefly is mailed free of charge 1o
House Index - for bill status 296.6646 211 interested or concerned citizens and news media. To be
: s placed on the mailing list, write the Public Information Office
House Call - for committee schedules 296-9283 at the above address or call (612) 296-0504.

Senate Public Information Office FIRST CLASS

T ) Q. H

l?oom B29 SELHE Capitol PRESORT

St Paul, MN 55155 : U.S. POSTAGE

P PAID

I ST. PAUL, MN
PERMIT NO. 2326

SERIALE RECORDI
SIFTE & EXCHAMBE DIV
OF ¢ LIBRARIES
MPLE MM 254320




QTCSIRA S

J 'J.kd-

1 0 S A A I B o S 1 A B s S

The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Tax bill to conference committee

On a 42-25 vote, the Senate passed the DFL’s $815 million tax-
cutting proposal Friday, May 3. The bill, H.F. 756, was then sent to
a conference committee, where differences between the House
and Senate versions will be resolved.

The Senate bill, sponsored by tax committee chairman Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), reduces income taxes by $744
million, or 14.5 percent, and simplifies the tax system to a one-
page form. The measure adopts the full deduction for Individual
Retirement Accounts, but eliminates the deduction for federal
income taxes. The bill retains the state child and dependent care
and low income credits and keeps the exemption for
unemployment compensation, pensions and military pay.

The DFL plan also increases property tax relief for homeowners
and farmers. The bill eliminates the $650 homestead credit
limitation and provides an additional $23 million in property tax
credits. Also, agricultural credits are increased by $14.6 million.
The bill also takes a step towards property tax reform by instituting
a 10 class system and consolidating agricultural credit classes.

A $10.3 million sales tax reduction on farm machinery parts is
also contained in the Senate bill, and the proposal increases the
budget reserve to $500 million.

The Senate bill originally contained a provision allowing the
voters of Ely to permit the city to own and operate a casino facility.
However, an amendment removing that provision from the bill
prevailed on a close 33-32 vote.

Also in the Senate bill is the jobs proposal, which reorganizes
existing state job and income maintenance programs into a new
Dept. of Employment and Training. The proposal also creates a
wage subsidy program to replace the current MEED program.

Senate minority members, who did not suppott the Senate tax
bill, failed to win approval for their tax-cutting proposal. Their
proposal, offered by minority leader Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-
Mankato), called for a tax reduction of $1.4 billion. They proposed
an across-the-board income tax rate reduction of 19 percent, which
totals $975 million. Their proposal would have also conformed IRA
deductions to federal limitations, which reduces income taxes by
an additional $138 million. Senate minority members also
proposed property tax relief of $135 million for commercial and
industrial property, $65 million for agricultural property, and an
additional $60 million for state property tax credits and refunds.
Also, the plan called for sales tax reduction of $75 million, which
included a $25 million reduction on farm used machinery and
parts.

Major spending bills advance

Three of the four major appropriations bills were debated
during the Saturday, May 4, floor session. Senators granted final
passage to bills that would provide funding for higher education
and for health and human services. Preliminary approval was
granted to the bill making allocations for the Department of
Agriculture, the Department of Transportation and a number of
semi-state agencies.

The higher education bill, carried by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St.
Paul) on behalf of the Finance Subcommittee on Education,
carries a total appropriation of $1.541 billion and provides funding
for the University of Minnesota, the Community College System,
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the State University System and for the Vocational Education
System. The measure, S.F. 1523, contained a number of new
initiatives for higher education, including additional scholarships
for part time students and appropriation for an experimental
Science and Technology Resource project at Southwest State
University.

Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), on behalf of the Finance
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, sponsored S.F.
1525. The measure provides $2.1 billion appropriation for health
and human services. Under the measure $332 million would be
provided in aid for the poor through General Assistance, Aid to
Families with Dependent Children and Minnesota Supplemental
Assistance. The measure also contains an appropriation of $33
million for a jobs program to subsidize new jobs for the
unemployed. Finally, $843 million is appropriated for Medicaid
and General Assistance medical care.

S.F. 1524, carried by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon) for the
Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-
States, appropriates a total of $1.9 billion to the Departments of
Agriculture and Transportation and to various semi-state agencies
such as the Historical Society and the State Arts Board.

Education aids approved

The Omnibus Education Aids bill, S.F. 172, was granted
preliminary approval under General Orders at the Thurs., May 2,
Senate floor session with an unusually narrow vote of 35-29. The
vote on the $2.57 billion bill came after a four-hour debate on
proposed amendments,

Leading the list was an approved amendment, offered by author
Sen, Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), which reinstated $3.5 million in
funding for the special arts high school. An unsuccessful
amendment, offered by Sen. Glen Tayor (IR-Mankato), would have
simply initiated a study “on whether the state should move ahead
with special schools.”

A second provision receiving attention was the shift of teacher
retirement and social security payments from the state to the
school districts. “This is a significant shift to property tax payers,”
said Sen. Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan). He introduced an
unsuccessful amendment to return payment by the state, saying
that the new system will cost an additional $37 million in property
taxes next year. The shift of the long-term unfunded liability was
also pointed out. Proponents argued that the school districts
should be fiscally responsible for the pensions they negotiate and
that the contribution would remain the same. Under the new
system, the state will provide school districts with an additional
$180 per pupil unit to pay pension costs, and a 12 percent
increase, or six percent per year, has been allotted for the
biennium.

A series of amendments were defeated. These concerned
removing teacher exam requirements, funding a $1 million pilot
project to test all-day kindergarten, providing more funds for gifted
and talented and removing the $18,500 cap on special education
salaries. An attempt to reinsert a modified version of open
enrollment also failed.

Basic foundation aid is provided at $1,840 per pupil unit for
1986-87 and the mill rate remains at 23.5 mills. The bill was
granted final passage with a vote of 35-31 during the Wed., May 8,
floor session.

A publication of the Senate Public Information Office, Rm. B29, State Capitol (612) 296-0504



Committee Capsule

Finance
Major spending bills approved

The Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet,
approved three spending bills, Fri., May 3.

The Omnibus Education Bill allocates $1.54 billion from the
general fund over the coming biennium. Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Education Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul),
presented the six major components of the bill. The proposal
allocates $961 million to the University of Minnesota, $379 million
to the AVTI System, $351 million to the State University System,
$185 million to the Community College System, $136 million to
the Higher Education Coordinating Board and $46 million to the
Department of Education.

Subcommittee on Health and Human Services Chairman Sen.
Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) outlined the panel’s spending bill,
The measure allocates 2.1 billion for human services.

Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), chair of the Subcommittee
on Agriculture, Transportation and Semi-States, presented a $1.9
billion spending package to the committee.

Sen, Jim Ramstad (IR-Wayzata) amended the bill to require the
Historical Society to fund a tour guide position. The society had
indicated that a 15 percent spending increase was not sufficient
and could require termination of the tour guide position. Sen.
Clarence Purfeerst (DFL Faribault) further amended the bill to
require Mn/DOT to remove sludge from 1-94. Neither motion
would appropriate any new money.

Panel okays cigarette tax increase

The Subcommittee on Health and Human Services approved a
bill increasing the tax on cigarettes from 18 cents to 25 cents per
pack. Bill sponsor, Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin) said the
measure is designed to promote non-smoking.

The panel combined several proposals and amendments into
S.F. 776.

A move to prohibit free distribution of cigarettes failed. The
panel voted to require all promotional free cigarettes to affix the
state tax stamp.

Six cents of the 7 cents tax increase would finance a sewer
separation project in the Twin Cities. The project is designed to
alleviate sewage problems south of the Twin Cities along the
Mississippi River. Currently, the undivided sewers flood and dump
untreated sewage into the river during the spring and after heavy
rains. One cent of the tax would be divided among several
projects including maternal and child health care, lead
contamination prevention, mosquito research and non-smoking
promotion and education.

Panel votes to prohibit candy cigarette sales

The Full committee approved a bill increasing the tax on
cigarettes by 7 cents pack, Tues., May 7.

Bill sponsor, Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), said S.F. 776 is
designed to promote non-smoking among young Minnesotans and
to help smokers quit.

Nelson said 6 cents of the tax would fund sewer separation
projects for St. Paul, South St. Paul and Mpls. The remaining 1 cent
would be allocated to a new public health fund. The fund would
finance projects for lead contamination prevention, non-smoking
education, mosquito research and maternal and child health care.

Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) amended the bill to
prohibit candy cigarettes., He said the move would prevent
children from viewing cigarettes as acceptable.

The panel also approved five other bills.

S.F. 304, sponsored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent),
increases the state’s gross weight to 80,000 pounds for trucks. The

current limit is 73,280 pounds. DeCramer amended the bill to
allow a $50 fee per truck for vehicle inspections. Revenue from the
fees would fund six new positions in the department of public
safety.

SE.F 119, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), creates a
Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans. The bill appropriates
$200,000 for administration of the nine-member appointed board.
The appropriation is contingent on a ten percent matching effort
from the private sector.

S.F. 928, sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple
Valley), provides for the licensing of hearing instrument sales
representatives. S.F. 492, also sponsored by Wegscheid, requires
the commissioner of veterans affairs to provide grave markers for
veterans.

S.F. 588, sponsored by Sen. Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), allows
for road improvements in Falcon Heights for the University of
Minnesota.

Panel moves to study licensing of
psychotherapists

The Subcommittee on Health and Human Services advanced
four bills and began discussing a fifth measure, Wed., May 8.

S.F. 1004, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.),
would create a task force to study the need for licensing
psychotherapists. The bill would also direct the commissioner of
corrections to establish a program to prevent sexual exploitation
by psychotherapists. Peterson said the bill is in response to a
growing problem in the field. She quoted a recent study indicating
that 17 percent of psychotherapists have sexual contact with their
clients. She said the state doesn't license psychotherapists and
there are a number of practitioners operating businesses with little
or no training.

S.F. 1130, sponsored by Waldorf, appropriates $1.24 million for
the Board of Medical Examiners. The board is responsible for the
licensing and discipline of physicians. Waldorf said the
appropriation would come from fees charged by the board,
making it self-supporting.

S.F. 533, sponsored by Wegscheid, makes it easier for foreign
veterinary graduates to practice in Minnesota. Rather than having
to accredit a foreign veterinary school, the state Board of
Veterinary Medicine would only have to evaluate the individual
graduate. An attempt to amend the bill to change the way camp
grounds are licensed failed. Spear said he objected to the
amendment because it was unrelated to the bill.

S.F. 339, sponsored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing),
establishes a program in the Department of Economic Security to
distribute grants to centers providing independent living services.

The panel began discussion of S.F. 1094, also sponsored by
Dicklich. The measure revises the Community Social Services Act.

State Departments spending bill gains

The full committee approved a $1.2 billion Omnibus State
Departments Bill during a six hour session, Thurs., May 9. One
provision of the bill transfers many responsibilities from the State
Treasurer to the Department of Finance.

The bill includes numerous riders in addition to budget
allocations.

The panel voted down an amendment offered by Sen. Glen
Taylor (IR-Mankato) to delete 273 pages of the 333-page
document. He said the motion would delete portions of the bill
not related to state departments spending. “This is a poor way to
handle legislation,” he said, “we should vote on them separately.”
Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Red Wing) agreed. “All of the extras in this
bill will make a conference committee too difficult and will
probably lead to a special session,” he said.




Willet opposed the amendment. He explained that many riders
in the bill would save taxpayers money. "It is our responsibility to
try to make government run better,” he added.

The panel also voted to delete a provision in the bill to fund
AMTRAK’s Northstar service between the Twin Cities and Duluth.
Mehrkens, in offering the amendment, said that ridership on the
service is down and the funds could be better spent.

Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth) opposed the amendment. He said
the service may show a low return on paper, but it boosts tourism
and economic development in northeastern Minnesota.

The amendment was approved on a 13 to 10 vote.

The panel voted down an amendment offered by Purfeerst to
allocate $7 million from the general fund for 911 emergency
telephone service. Purfeerst said the funding would make the
service accessible to all Minnesotans.

Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.) opposed the amendment. He
said user fee funding of the service would save taxpayers money
and be very affordable. He estimated the fee for metro users
would be 9 cents per month and 28 cents per month for out-state
users.

The amendment failed 13 to 9.

The committee also forwarded 11 other bills.

S.F.1004, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson, creates a task force
to study the need for licensing pschotherapists and establishes a
program to prevent sexual exploitation of clients by
psychotherapists. S.F. 977, also sponsored by Peterson,
appropriates $67,000 to the Secretary of State to create a position to
oversee and improve training for election judges.

H.F. 98, carried by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), allocates $11.2
million for post-retirement increases for “pre-73 retirees.”

S.F. 1176, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids),
allocates $156,000 to the commissioner of human services to
establish a job classification specializing in child protection. S.F.
866, also sponsored by Merriam, restricts land disposal of solid
waste in the metropolitan area. Merriam stressed that the bill
would not spend general fund dollars. Funding for resource
recovery projects would come from the metropolitan solid waste
fax.

S.F. 723, sponsored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming)
allocates $1.5 million for conservation of marginal agricultural
land. The proposal also allocates $300,000 to the Minnesota critical
habitat private sector matching account to acquire land. The bill
allocates $200,000 to prepare a comprehensive fish and wildlife
management plan.

S.F. 719, sponsored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer)
appropriates $20,000 from the nongame wildlife account to the
commissioner of natural resources to remove elk herds from
agricultural areas of the state. The proposal also allows the
department to establish an experimental season allowing hunters
to take two deer.

S.F. 533, sponsored by Wegscheid, authorizes the State Board of
Veterinary Medicine to allow a graduate of a non-accredited
foreign veterinary school to practice in Minnesota if the student
has an American Veterinary Association ECFVG certificate.

S.F. 1130, sponsored by Waldorf, allocates $1.24 million to the
Board of Medical Examiners.

S.F. 339, sponsored by Dicklich, establishes a program to
provide grants to centers for independent living for the
handicapped.

S.F. 1246, sponsored by Solon, clarifies the community action
program financial assistance requirements.

Governmental Operations

Metro Airports Commission discussed

Members of the Governmental Operations Committee, chaired
by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), met Wed., May 8, to discuss
matters pertaining to the Metropolitan Airports Commission. The
panel questioned MAC officials on personnel policies and

recommended that the MAC open the competition for top
management positions. Moe sponsored a resolution requiring the
MAC establish a procedure for soliciting outside candidates for the
position of executive director. The current executive director is a
former employee of the commission and replaced outgoing
executive director Larry McCabe. Claude Schmidt has agreed to
hold the position for no more than two years while an assistant
executive director trains for the job. Under the Moe resolution, the
assistant would be required to compete with other candidates.

Judiciary
Change in local gun law approved

A bill prohibiting cities of the first class from enacting gun
control laws that are stricter than the current state law was the
focus of the Fri., May 3, meeting of the Judiciary Committee. The
bill, H.F. 576, is designed, said chief author Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-
Int'L. Falls), to provide one uniform gun law for the entire state.
Currently, both Minneapolis and St. Paul have stricter ordinances
concerning the sale and possession of guns.

Proponents of the measure argued that the bill would treat all
Minnesotans equally and would make it easier for sportsmen to
travel through the Twin Cities. Opponents of the measure
countered by saying that the bill preempted local control and that
the large cities should have the capability of enacting stricter laws
because of their size and density of their population.

An amendment, offered by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.), would allow Minneapolis and St. Paul to have stricter laws
regarding the carrying of pistols and Saturday Night Specials in
public. The amendment was adopted on a 10-4 roll call vote and
the bill was approved on a roll call vote of 10-4.

Taxes and Tax Laws

Convention center bill reconsidered

The bill aiding the financing and construction of the
Minneapolis convention center was approved by the committee
after being reconsidered Mon., May 6. Last week, the committee
defeated the bill on a 11-14 vote.

The bill appropriates $6 million annually in state funds to help
pay for the construction of the center, which will cost about $126
million to build. The state’s appropriation would be used to cover
the debt service of the bonds issued for the project. Also, the city
of Minneapolis can impose a four percent sales tax on lodging and
on-sale liquor sales. The bill, S.F. 1424, also allows the
Metropolitan Council to increase property taxes to cover debt
service if the state discontinues the annual appropriation.

Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), sponsor of the proposal, said the
state will easily recoup its appropriation through the increased
revenues generated from a convention center. "1 think the beauty
of this project is that there is no net cost to the state of Minnesota,
Petty said.

The committee, chaired by Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook),
approved three additional bills during its final meeting of the
session: S.F. 1455 (Samuelson) extending for five years the
property tax exemption for property held by the city of Little Falls
that will be sold for economic development; S.F. 905 (Jude)
establishing a position in an order of distribution of claims against
an insolvent insurance company for the claims of an insurance
guaranty association; and S.F.'1512 (Novak) requiring the state
auditor to develop a uniform system of accounting and financial
reporting for tax increment financing districts, allowing
municipalities to issue bonds for financing unfunded pension
liabilities and allowing the general obligation bonds to bear
variable interest rates.
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Thursday, May 2
Victims comp bill debated

Victims of hazardous waste releases would recieve
compensation from a state fund under a proposal that was debated
by Senators at the evening floor session Thurs., May 2. The bill,
H.F. 876, sponsored by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes),
establishes a $2 million state fund for victim compensation and
provides for a nonadversarial proceduring for making claims from
the fund.

Debate centered on several key amendments. An amendment
that would provide partial compensation for the diminuation in
value of a homestead was defeated. However, a more restrictive
amendment that would provide compensation, of 75 percent of
the diminuation of value up to $25,000, for defined hardship cases
forced to sell their principle residence was adopted. Both
amendments were offered by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids). An amendment offered by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-Wayzata)
prohibiting individuals from claiming compensation under the
fund and filing separate lawsuits to recover damages was also
adopted. The measure was then progressed and final action
delayed.

Monday, May 6
Drinking age bill approved

The bill raising the drinking age to 21 in the state of Minnesota
was given final passage with a 55-12 vote at the Mon., May 6,
Senate floor session. The bill, S.F. 5, is authored by Sen. Bill
Diessner ( DFL-Afton).

The measure would go into effect on Sept. 30, 1986, if all
bordering states also raised their age to 21. The probability of
Wisconsin's action raised considerable debate. Lives saved, public
support and $33 million in highway funds were cited by
proponents while opponents argued about border problems since
70 percent of Minnesota’s population lives within one hour of the
Wisconsin border. An amendment to delete the border states
contingency requirement, offered by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-
Wayzata), was defeated 36-30.

A second measure receiving major attention was an amendment
to H.F. 1037 which would deny the Public Utilities Commission
the power to grant a certificate of need to future nuclear power
plants. “We’re not going to contribute to the problem,” said Sen.
Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul). Approved 43-23, the amendment was
offered, said Moe, as a signal to the federal government that
Minnesota did not want to be the national dump site for nuclear
waste. Approved H.F. 1037, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega (DFL-So.
St. Paul), would exempt small power plants from the certificate of
need process for co-generation of oil and gas. Another amendment
added a pipelines bill that had already been approved.

H.F, 1109, sponsored by Sen. Betty Adkins (DFL-St. Michael),
was progressed after a lengthy debate. The bill concerns the set
aside programs and preference programs for socially or
economically disadvantaged business persons.

A variety of bills were granted final approval. H.F. 889, carried by
Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), concerns township law
recodification. S.F. 583, authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.),
would provide greater enforcement power in spouse abuse or
domestic abuse cases. S.F. 401, authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer
(DFL-Ghent), would provide wage earners and farmers protection
from garnishment in certain cases. S.F. 1067, authored by Sen.
Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), would require ongoing
extensions of credit to be contracted for in writing. H.F. 782 (the
Indian Family Preservation Act), authored by Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.), would provide for the participation of Indian tribes in
the placement of their children. H.F. 227, sponsored by Sen.

Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), would allow St. Louis County to
conduct ten horse racing days outside the days of the county fair.
S.F. 1049, authored by Spear, would extend the vulnerable adults
reporting act to include sexual contact, mental or emotional
distress and financial exploitation.

S.F. 1187, authored by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton),
would affect residency requirements for voluntary fire department
members. HF. 603 (Novak) would allow holders of on-and off-
sale liquor licenses to sell non-intoxicating malt liquor. S.F. 806
(Novak) would require regulation of underground storage tanks.
S.F. 1458 (Novak) would remove restrictions on special permits to
move manufactured homes when the property tax has not been
paid.

Tuesday, May 7

Set-aside procurement program altered

The Senate passed a bill Tuesday, May 7, giving the Dept. of
Administration more flexibility in insuring that state procurements
are awarded to businesses owned and operated by socially and
economically disadvantaged persons.

Currently, six percent of the value of all state procurements are
set-aside for businesses owned by the disadvantaged. Also, three
percent of the value of the procurements are set-aside so those
type of businesses are given preference even though their bids are
not lowest. According to Sen. Betty Adkins (DFLRockford), sponsor
of the proposal, the established percentages deter disadvantaged
business owners from receiving the available set-aside funds. The
bill, HF. 1109, changes the percentage requirements so that the
department determines how the total 9 percent set-aside money is
made available to the businesses.

The Senate defeated a bill authorizing the Minnesota Racing
Commission to adopt rules permitting certain medications to be
administered to a horse up to 24 hours before a race. Current law
prohibits drugs to be administered within 48 hours of the race.
Controversy over the bill, sponsored by Sen. Clarence Purfeerst
(DFL-Faribault), centered on the use of two types of medication:
one drug (Lasix) prevents pulmonary hemorrhaging and another
drug (Phenylbutazone) reduces swelling and pain.

Opponents to the proposal said later administration of the drugs
could cause horses to breakdown at the track. Also, they argued
that the commissioner’s rules should be adopted after the public
has the opportunity for input.

Also Tuesday, Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope)
progressed her proposal, H.F. 848, changing the judicial
procedures to protect the welfare of alleged child abuse victims,
when the Senate adopted a controversial amendment. The
amendment, sponsored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), requires prosecutors, or their designees, to tape
conversations with the abused child.

Several other measures gained final passage Tuesday: H.F. 216
(Dahl) clarifying that credit unions may refer to “draft accounts” as
“checking accounts” and permitting the board of directors to
decide whether a state chartered credit union may exercise the
powers granted to federally chartered credit unions; H.F. 649
(Solon) fixing the maximum amount of the county emergency
fund for St. Louis County; H.F. 191 (Adkins) requiring prompt
payment of local government bills; HF. 374 (Freeman) charging a
person guilty of failing to comply with fire security measures with
obstruction of the legal process; H.F. 231 (Solon) authorizing the
sale of certain tax-forfeited land; S.F. 352 (Freeman) establishing a
method for taxing owners of cars that use compressed natural gas;
S.F. 1431 (Spear) memorializing the negotiators for the United
States at the Geneva arms talks to demand Soviet action to stop
anti-Jewish discrimination and to allow Jews to emigrate; and S.F.
966 (Solon) requiring a study on the needs of persons with brain
impairments.




Wednesday,
BWI bill amended

A second floor session attempt on Wed., May 8, at passing the
boating while intoxicated bill was successful after a heavily
debated series of amendments substantially altered the measure.
Authored by Sen. Bill Diessner (DFL-Afton), the bill was finally
approved 41-25.

The measure, S.F. 31, was amended to affect only motorboats of
16 horsepower or more, and only if they are "underway or in use,”
rather than all watercraft. Amendments also deleted the “two-hour
look-back” provision as a basis for arrest, exchanged the criminal
penalty of a misdemeanor to a civil liability of up to $700 and
inserted a requirement that an officer witness an offense rather
than act on a complaint. An additional amendment would require
$50,000 of liability insurance on larger watercraft with certain
exemptions. An attempt by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul) to amend
the bill by eliminating the implied consent provision was
defeated.

S.F. 879, authored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield), was
narrowly approved, 35-28. The measure concerns economic
development and would raise the bonding limit from $30 million
plus $10 million for special assistance to $100 million plus $30
million for special assistance. Bond backing, projects involved and
emergency rules were topics of discussion. An amendment
allowing hospitals to bond for medical equipment this year was
defeated.

A local bill permitting levies for special purposes in Hubbard,
Clearwater and Cass counties was heard. The measure, authored
by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), was approved. Another
bill, H.F. 558, carried by Freeman, was progressed. The bill would
allow residential zoning in the area of the Bloomington metro
sports stadium and would allow the Mosquito Control
Commission to conduct studies on mosquito and black fly control
in the area.

In other action, the Senate gave final approval to the Agriculture,
Transportation and Semi-states bill discussed on Sat., May 4. S.F.
1524 (H.F. 1639) is sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-
Glyndon).
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Victims comp proposal wins

The Senate passed a bill Wednesday evening establishing a $2
million state fund to compensate persons injured from a release of
hazardous waste. Last week, the Senate delayed action on the bill
after an amendment was adopted prohibiting a victim from
collecting an award from the fund and then bringing a lawsuit to
court to collect damages. The proposal, H.F. 876, gained Senate
support when an alternative solution was adopted that allows a
victim to bring a lawsuit to court if the fund award is rejected.
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Sponsored by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), the bill
creates a victims compensation board, which would review injury
claims and determine compensation. A person’s injuries disease or
death would be compensated if they are medically verified to be a
result of exposure to a hazardous substance. The revenue from the
fund would come from the public and a surtax on hazardous
waste generators.

The compromise amendment, sponsored by Sen. William Luther
(DFL-Brooklyn Park), was criticized by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St.
Paul). Sieloff claimed that allowing the victim to go to court after
rejecting the board’s award would cause the fund proceedings to
be “used as a staging area for going to court.” Sieloff's amendment
to prohibit data collected and maintained by the board from being
admissible in court failed.

The current foreclosure moratorium law, which allows district
coutts to delay the foreclosure of homes for six months and farms
for 12 months, would be put into law permanently, according to a
proposal approved by the Senate. That provision was amended to
a bill, S.F. 567, carried by Luther, which establishes a 60-day notice
period for cancellation of contract-for-deeds. The current
moratorium law will expire this year.

The Senate also reconsidered a bill allowing the Minnesota
Racing Commission to adopt rules permitting certain medications
to be administered to a horse up to 24 hours before a race. The
proposal, H.F. 755, allows two types of medication to be used
within a day before the race: one drug (Lasix) prevents pulmonary
hemorrhaging and the other drug (Phenylbutazone) reduces
swelling and pain. The bill failed Tuesday when opponents argued
later administration of the drug would cause horses to breakdown
at the track. They also said the public should be able to respond to
the commission’s proposed rules. Two amendments were adopted
to address the opponent’s concerns. One amendment requires the
rules to be made public and the second amendment limits the
amount of Phenylbutazone that can be administered.

Also Wednesday evening, the Senate gave final passage to the
following bills: H.F. 242 (Dahl) requiring car manufacturers to
notify consumers of the “lemon car” provisions, and applying the
“lemon car” law to farm machinery; S.F. 1159 (Luther) clarifying
the corporate take-over law; S.F. 1219 (Stumpf) making
groundwater protection a watershed district purpose; S.F. 1429
(Peterson, R.W.) providing for idemnification of judges and
employees of the legislative and judicial branches from tort, civil,
or equitable claims; and the conference committee report to HLF.
1382 (Sieloff), which allows counties to assess fees for court report
transcripts.

Editor’s note: At press time no Senate committee meetings
had been scheduled for the week of May 13-17. Please call
the Senate Hotline at 296-8088 for information on
committee meetings.
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Regular session adjourned

The first half of the 74th Legislative Session came to a close at
midnight, May 20, when majority leader Roger Moe (DFL-Exskine)
moved that “the Senate do now adjourn until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday,
February 3, 1986.” However, Lawmakers knew that a specxal
session to complete work on the major tax and spending bills was
inevitable. The five major bills were deadlocked in conference
committees during the waning days of the regular session. At issue
was the largest tax cut in Minnesota history and the method in
which tax relief would be distributed back to citizens of the state.
It is not unusual for House and Senate conferees to fight strongly
for the positions taken by the respective bodies. However this
year, fundamental philosophical differences divided the conferees
and made agreement by the midnight deadline impossible to
attain. As a result, work on the four major spending bills also could
not be completed.

Governor Rudy Perpich announced that he would meet with
legislative leaders Tuesday, May 28 to set the agenda for a special
session. Work must be completed on the tax and spending bills
before June 30, 1985; the end of Minnesota’s fiscal year.

Even with the clock running out, Senators maintained a hectic
pace in the closing hours of the regular session trying to complete
work on numerous other bills. A steady stream of conference
committee reports, concurrence and repassage of House and
Senate files, as well as work on the Special Orders Calendar
continued until the last possible moment. Senate floor action from
Thursday, May 9 to Monday, May 20, is detailed in this last issue of
Briefly. Coverage of bills passed during the special session will be
included in the publication Session Review.

State departments bill to conference

The Senate sent the state departments appropriations bill to
conference Saturday, May 11, after nearly two days of debate,
Senate IR members, who labeled the proposal a “garbage bill,”
forced lengthy discussion by proposing several amendments to

delete the non-spending provisions. However, many DFL members’

defended the bill, claiming the provisions deserve House
consideration.

Sponsored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), the bill, H.F.
1641, funds the various state agencies, the Legislature and state
courts with a biennial approprlatlon of $1.2 billion. That figure
falls short of the governor’s request, but is above the House
proposal. Differences in the two bills must be resolved in a
conference committee. Also attached to the bill are several
proposals unrelated to state department spending,

As passed by the Senate, the bill provides $6.4 million for the
completion of the statewide 911 emergency telephone system.
However, the bill contains no appropriation for its operation, thus
requiring phone users to pay for its use. Amendments to fund the
program were unsuccessful,

Among the bill’s several provisions, it provides $250,000 to
purchase surplus food for famine victims in Ethiopia; grants
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$50,000 fo;a*l:{é gicrictiol of game and fish fingerlings; provides
$500{000 foﬁﬁ Hewdrelmage mitigation programs; requires the
Dept. of Natural Resources to establish an aspen recycling project;
provides a $200,000 matching grant to help rehabilitate the World
Theater in St. Paul; appropriates $5 million to improve the Duluth
Zoo, provides $7 million for metropolitan area regional parks
maintenance and operation; grants a 4.5 percent pay increase in
1986 and 1987 for state Senators, constitutional officers and judges;
creates an office of protocol; creates a council on Asian-Pacific
Minnesotans; reduces state park fees for physically handicapped
persons to half the price Monday through Thursday; creates a
Governor's Nuclear Waste Council; establishes a home buyers
information and protection program; creates an annual
construction elevator inspection program; and withdraws $15
million from the farm operating loan interest-buy down program.

The bill originally transferred the responsibilities of the State
Treasurer to the Commissioner of Finance; however, Sen. Don
Moe (DFL-St. Paul) successfully amended the provision out of the
bill. Also deleted was the provision increasing the number of taxis
in Minneapolis by 100 and the proposal to allow legislative
candidates to retain some public financing rather than return it to
the state treasury.

The bill advanced on a 39-24 vote. Minority Leader Sen. Glen
Taylor (IR-Mankato), who voted against the bill, said, “It’s still a
garbage bill. This is not the correct policy. It will be cleaner when
it comes back from conference committee.”

Dram shop bill clears Senate

Senate lawmakers passed a bill designed to lower dram shop
insurance rates, Mon., May 20, the last day of the regular session.

HF. 265 (Luther) sets a $300,000 annual aggregate limit on
dram shop claims, requires underinsurance coverage and defines
eligibility standards for an assigned risk insurance plan.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer) amended the bill to place a
$30,000 limit on pecuniary damages recovered from dram shop
insurance.

The bill passed 43 to 9.

Saturn plant package approved

One of the last major bills to gain Senate approval, late Monday
night, was a proposal designed to encourage General Motors to
locate the new Saturn car manufacturing plant in Minnesota. H.F.
1645, authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
provides a number of financial and tax incentives tailored to lure
the plant to Minnesota.

If GM decides not to locate in Minnesota the tax and financial
provisions will not take effect. Included in the proposal are
appropriations for the University of Minnesota for a Center for
Advanced Manufacturing Technologies, an appropriation for a
customized job training center and property and corporate tax
abatements spread over a 30 year period.
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Thursday, May 9
Unemployment comp bill approved

The major item of controversy at the Thursday, May 9, evening
session was a bill designed to resolve the deficit in the state’s
unemployment compensation insurance fund. The measure, H.F,
847, sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
would eliminate the deficit by Jan. 1, 1986. Currently, Minnesota
owes the federal government $128 million, however under the
proposal the fund would have a surplus by July 1, 1986. According
to Chmielewski, the bill would provide a long-term, balanced
solution, would aid in the retraining of workers’, reduce the
premium paid by employers, and would slow the rate of benefit
increases.

An alternative proposal was advanced by Sen. Nancy Brataas (IR-
Rochester) in the form of a strike everything amendment. Brataas
argued that her amendment provided for more meaningful
structural reform in the unemployment compensation insurance
system and more closely paralleled the version passed in the other
body. The IR proposal failed to gain approval by a vote of 30-36. A
second amendment, offered by Sen. Mel Frederick (IR-Owatonna)
also failed to gain approval. The bill was passed on a vote of 37-28.

Another controversial measure that gained Senate passage
during the evening was a proposal to place a constitutional
amendment on the ballot to consolidate three of the state's
constitutional offices. Under the bill, S.F. 363, sponsored by Sen.
Iawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), would combine the offices of
Secretary of State, State Auditor and State Treasurer into the office
of State Comptroller. The bill was approved 37-25.

A third bill sparking controversy was H.F. 345, carried by Sen.
Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.). The measure eliminates the “stacking” of
automobile insurance benefits, requires insurance against
underinsured motorists and raises the mandatory minimum
amounts of personal injury and liability coverage. Proponents of
the bill argued that the elimination of benefit stacking would
lower premium rates for Minnesota drivers.

A variety of other bills gained final passage during the evening
floor session. H.F. 848, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-
New Hope), provides judicial procedures to protect alleged child
abuse victims. The bill had been amended previously to require
the taping of alleged child abuse victims’ interviews but the
amendment was withdrawn and the bill gained Senate passage on
a 60-0 vote. H.F. 213, sponsored by Sen. Don Frank (DFL-Spring
Lake Park), prohibits utility companies from collecting past due
bills from landlords if the service agreements were strictly with the
tenants. H.F. 729, carried by Pogemiller, provides for a number of
changes in individual pensions of specific local government
employees. S.F. 1171, authored by Brataas, conveys specific farm
land, located on the old state hospital grounds that is being
tended by the DNR, to Olmsted County for purposes of road
construction, H.F. 538, carried by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), makes a number of changes in state tax laws in order to
conform with changes made in federal tax laws. H.F. 418, also
sponsored by Merriam, clarifies provisions of the equitable
compensation law and provides that arbitrators must take into
account employees objections to the equitable compensation
studies mandated by the legislature.

H.F. 385, sponsored by Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls.), requires
individuals who advertise as master plumbers must print their
license numbers in their advertisements. S.F. 1506, authored by
Sen. Mel Frederick (IR-Owatonna), authorizes a special service
district for the city of Waseca for the purpose of constructing a
parking ramp and grants the cities of Austin and Albert Lea the
powers of port authorities. H.F. 368, carried by Reichgott, requires
that a notice of dishonor for issuing a worthless check cite the -
laws creating civil and criminal liability. S.F. 429, authored by Sen.
Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes), requires the refund of the city
. of Fergus Falls® industrial revenue bond application deposit.

S.F. 832, authored by Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), allows
the permanent University fund to be used to help endow
professorial chairs at the University. H.F. 449, carried by Sen.
William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), updates the procedures
relating to attachments, S.F, 925, authored by Pogemiller, grants
certain economic development powers to municipalities for
purposes of underground development. H.F. 282, sponsored by
Sen. Jim Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), declares the mission of public
elementary and secondary education in Minnesota. HLF. 213,
authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), provides for the
notification of families when there is an investigation of abuse in a
child care facility or a facility for vulnerable adults. H.F. 18,
sponsored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), allows the sale
of resident fishing licenses to trainees at Camp Ripley. H.F. 558,
carried by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield), provides
conditions for the disposal of specific metropolitan sports facility
property and provides for the Metropolitan Council to set
standards for a uniform code of ethics for all metropolitan
agencies. ‘

Friday, May 10
Decompression chambers voted against

The use of decompression chambers as a means of euthanasia
for animals would be prohibited in Minnesota according to S.F.
565, a bill given final approval on the Senate floor, Fri., May 10.

S.F. 565 would force Hennepin County to join Ramsey County in
the use of intravenous injection or other alternatives. Humane
Society funds are drying up in Hennepin County because of the
decompression chambers, said author Sen. Florian Chmielewski
(DFL-Sturgeon Lake). He also pointed out that 30 states now ban
the use of such chambers, chambers are no longer manufactured
in the U.S. and there are fewer than 50 operating chambers left in
the US. ‘

Opponents of the bill argued for a delay until a national report
on the use of decompression chambers is released in October.
“This bill is premature and borders on irresponsibility,” said Sen.
Nancy Brataas (IR-Rochester).

A second measure given final passage by the Senate was S.F. 45,
authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent). The bill is a
recodification of laws governing drainage ditches. A controversial
amendment, which would have required ditches to be repaired
according to the original design and at the original depth, failed
20-26.

Two other bills receiving approval were S.F. 1118 and S.F. 1036,
S.F. 1118, authored by DeCramer, would require a lender’s
response for an agricultural production input lien to be sent to
borrowers. S.F. 1036, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope), would permit victims of domestic abuse to request
protection in writing without the assistance of a lawyer.

A bill permitting counties to issue off-sale and combination
liquor licenses to towns was defeated on a tie vote, 32-32.

Senate delays vote on spending bill

The Senate delayed voting on the state departments
appropriations bill Friday evening after several Senate members
objected to provisions unrelated to state department spending.
The bill, FL.F. 1641, appropriates $1.2 billion for various state
divisions and contains several other proposals.

Senate Minority Leader Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), who called
the proposal a “garbage bill,” said adding unrelated provisions to
the spending bill is an abuse of the process. “We wouldn’t run it

~ in this manner,” he added. Taylor offered several amendments to

delete the provisions. After nearly six hours of debate, Senate

Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) delayed further action
on the bill.




The Senate did act on several non-controversial proposals Friday
afternoon: H.F. 633 (Johnson, Dean) allowing book racks to be
placed in school buses and establishing a “MN" designation for
school buses manufactured according to state standards; S.F. 821
(1aidig) allowing the state to take ownership of stocks and
certificates abandoned for seven years, and allowing stock and
certificate owners to reclaim their investments from the state; S.F.
830 (Merriam) eliminating the requirement that a court reporter
live in the district; HF. 936 (Peterson, Collin) establishing a
trapping season for pine martens and possum, and eliminating an
extra license requirement for beaver trapping; H.F. 308 (Purfeerst)
allowing outstate counties to permit serving of intoxicating liquor
on Sundays; H.F. 97 (Benson) allowing farm wineries to sell
cheese and cheese spreads; H.F. 521 (Benson) allowing the
disposition of specific land without reserving mineral rights; S.F.
1225 (Davis) exempting manufactured home parks and
recreational camping areas from food handling licenses; H.F. 58
(Langseth) allowing Moorhead to sell bonds for a sewer project;
and S.F. 492 (Wegscheid) requiring the commissioner of veterans
affairs to provide grave markers for veterans.

Monday, May 13
Final week of session begins

The final week of the legislative session began with Senators
conducting daily floor session. Constitutionally, the Legislature
must conclude the first half of the 74th legislative session by the
first Monday after the third Saturday in May. This year the last day
of session will be Monday, May 20.

The floor session Mon., May 13, began with the concurrence and
repassage of S.F. 693, The measure, sponsored by Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.), originally concerned the forfeiture of the proceeds
from criminal activities and communications equipment used in a
crime. As amended by the other body, however, the bill contained
a proposal providing for the sale and regulation of stun guns.
Spear recommended concurring with the amendment because,
although the stun gun bill was approved in committee, the issue
arose too late in the session to meet the deadlines. Under the
legislation, the sale and possession of stun guns, or electronic
incapacitation devices, would be regulated in the same manner as
tear gas and tear gas compounds. The bill was repassed on a vote
of 57-0.

A proposal to allow the chief judge to appoint juvenile judges
for longer than the current six year term was extensively debated.
The bill, H.F. 83, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope), was amended to suspend the rotation of juvenile judges
for two years in order to allow time for the Judiciary Subcommittee
on the Juvenile Code to complete work on a study of the current
juvenile code. The amendment was sponsored by Sen. Ron Sieloff
(IR-St. Paul).

In other action several measures gained final passage on the
. Special Orders Calendar. S.F. 928, authored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), provides for the licensure and
regulation of hearing instrument sales. S.F. 588, authored by Sen.
Neil Dieterich (DFL-St. Paul), appropriates money to the city of
Falcon Heights for purposes of repairing street adjacent to the
University of Minnesota. S.F. 1014, sponsored by Sen. Eric Petty
(DFL-Mpls.), sets penalties for persons failing to appear in court. A
number of amendments were adopted that clarify other penalty
sections in the law, such as clarifying the application of hit and run
violations and providing for the revocation of drivers licenses for
fleeing a peace officer. The bill was then progressed.

Pension bills cause controversy

In other action, the Senate heard two pension bills, giving one
final passage and delaying action on the second. Approved H.F. 98,
authored by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), would grant two lump
sum pension payments to pre-1973 employees in December of

1985 and 1986. An amendment removed the $7.2 million from the
post-retirement investment fund for this purpose and restored the
$11.4 million from the general fund providing $18 per year of
service for 1985 and $19 for 1986. The bill also added St. Paul and
Duluth teachers, some Minneapolis teachers and Faribault fire and
police departments to state pension plans.

A second pension bill authored by Moe, H.F. 440, was
progressed. The bill would give teachers, P.ERA. members and
state employees the one-time option of using the unclassified
pension plan. Amendments removed local government officials
from eligibility for the unclassified plan and made provisions for a
few legilative pension plans.

H.F. 592, authored by Sen, Dennis Frederickson (IR-Morgan),
was also given final passage. The bill creates a special service
district in New Ulm.

Tuesday, May 14
Gun law bill, mandatory recycling win

A bill unifying the state’s gun laws and a measure mandating the
recycling of solid waste by 1990 gained Senate approval Tuesday,
May 14.

The first proposal, H.F. 576, prohibits cities of the first class
(Duluth, Minneapolis and St. Paul) from establishing stricter gun
control laws. Currently, Minneapolis and St. Paul have stricter
ordinances regulating the sale and possession of guns. The author
of the proposal, Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), said the bill
“simply says everybody in this state, no matter where you reside,
will be treated the same.”

The Senate removed a provision of the bill that allowed the
larger cities to have stricter laws regarding the carrying of pistols
and Saturday Night Specials in public. Speaking in defense of the
provision, Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.) said, “There is only
one thing you can shoot in Minneapolis and St. Paul, and that is a
person.” However, Lessard said, “I disagree that the problems of
the cities are any different than those in the rural areas.”

The mandatory recycling proposal, S.F. 866, requires that by
1990 solid waste generated within the metropolitan area be first
sent to resource recovery facilities. Sponsored by Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), the bill prohibits disposal facilities
within the metropolitan area from accepting mixed municipal
solid waste unless it comes from a resource recovery facility. The
bill also reiterates that counties may require households and other
generators to separate their waste for processing.

On a close vote, the Senate adopted an amendment that would
not require Flying Cloud and Freeway landfills to undergo a
certificate of need review by the Metropolitan Council. The bill
was also amended to prohibit high-level radioactive waste from
being disposed on sites over drinking water supplies or in a
manner that would contaminate drinking water.

The Senate also passed the following bills Tuesday: H.F. 850
(Hughes) making several minor changes in the state’s election
laws; H.F. 1045 (Reichgott) making administrative and technical
changes to the state income tax and property tax laws; and H.F.
968 (Waldorf) allowing post-secondary boards to use a portion of
state funding for scholarship awards, providing procedure to
recover student loans, and permitting payroll deductions for
employees of state universities and the state university board for
an eligible nonprofit university foundation.

Dram shop vote delayed

The Senate delayed action on a bill designed to reduce dram
shop insurance costs after hearing several amendments, Tues,, May
14. H.E. 265, carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park)
places a $300,000 aggregate limit on dram shop claims for a single
tavern in one year, requires underinsurance coverage and defines
eligibility standards for an assigned risk insurance plan operated
by the state for bars and licuor stores unable to obtain dram shop




coverage from other carriers,

The bill was amended to prohibit “shotgunning” in dram shop
cases. Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL-Paynesville), who offered the
amendment, said it would prohibit attorneys from filing claims
against numerous bars in “bad faith” in dram shop litigation. The
amendment was approved 53 to 1.

An amendment to eliminate pecuniary loss from dram shop
insurance coverage failed on a three vote margin. Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), who offered the amendment,
said pecuniary loss is the largest factor contributing to higher dram
shop insurance rates. Luther disagreed calling the amendment “a
major radical change.” He said it would not allow families to
receive compensation for the emotional loss of a loved one. An
amendment limiting damages paid by dram shop insurance to
$20,000 in the case of death passed 43 to 21. Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-Plummer) stressed that the amendment would not limit
claims made against a driver or auto insurance policy in a DWI
accident. Luther opposed the move. He said, “what you are doing
is saying that life doesn't have value.” Luther progressed the bill.

The Senate also gave concurrence and repassage to the
following bills Tuesday: S.F. 986 (Chmielewski) changing the
membership of the Workers Compensation Reinsurance
Association Board; S.F. 583 (Spear) making certain tresspasses and
assaults a gross misdemeanor; and S.F. 954 (Jude) reestablishing
the board of governors of the Big Island Veterans Camp.

The following bills were given final passage after Senate
approval of Conference Committee reports: H.F. 1235 allowing the
commissioner of natural resources to convey state trails to
adjoining property owners; H.F. 889 allowing townships to set
shorter voting hours; and H.F. 274 classifying flammable liquids as
a dangerous weapon in some cases.

Wednesday, May 15

Home health licensure approved

Home health licensure and a number of related health and
human services programs were given final Senate approval on
Wed., May 15, under H.F. 702, authored by Sen. Bill Diessner (DFL-
Afton). Home health licensure, a provision authored by Sen. Linda
Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), would require distribution of a home health
bill of rights and would require various types of licenses for
persons providing medical, therapeutic and homemaker services
to the elderly and/or homebound. An approved amendment
offered by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul) would exempt persons
providing “incidental” medical, nutritional or personal services or
treatment. The governor's consolidated chemical dependency
treatment fund, the governor's aging strategy provisions, reduction
of ICFMR beds, family subsidy programs for the mentally retarded,
and transportation between facilities for the mentally ill and
dangerous are included in the bill as well.

A second measure receiving Senate approval, S.F. 719, would
allow the Dept. of Natural Resources to permit one hunter to take
two deer by issuing two licenses or creating two seasons in
specified areas of the state which do not receive adequate hunting
pressure. Authored by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), the bill
also provides for the removal of a herd of elk from an agricultural
area in northern Beltrami and eastern Marshall counties to a
nonagricultural area of the state.

H.F. 513, authored by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul), was also
approved. The bill makes certain changes in the setting of salaries,
sick leave and leave of absence in the departments of Employee
Relations and Administration. Approved amendments would limit
severance pay to 1/12 of one year's salary, transfer certain railroad
administration from the State Executive Council to the commission
of administration and require limited bi-lingual services to be
offered by the state.

Also approved were four other bills on the Special Orders
Calendar. S.F. 708, authored by Moe, would provide staffing for
joint legislative commissions and establish a position of director of

protocol services. S.F. 977, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-
Mpls.), would appropriate money to the Secretary of State’s Office
for the purpose of educating election officials. S.F. 339, authored
by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), would provide funds to
independent living centers for the handicapped. HF. 779, carried
by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), would alter corporate
tax laws relating to insurance companies, amended returns and
extended time for corporate returns.

The Senate concurred with the House and granted repassage to
the following bills: S.F. 800 (Reichgott), concerning fraudulent
advertising in going of business sales; S.F. 542 (Freeman),
concerning local advertising; S.F. 448 (Wegscheid), concerning
penalties for assaulting firefighters or EMT's; H.F. 227 (Dicklich),
concerning horse racing at county fairs; SF. 331 (Atkins),
concetning the removal of pituitary glands; S.F. 609 (Reichgott),
concerning arbitration; and S.F., 814 (Peterson, RW.) concerning
the state council on vocation technical education. Repassage
action was delayed on H.F. 440 (Moe) concerning pensions, S.F.
364 (Wegscheid) concerning dental peer review organizations in
insurance and S.F. 1249 (Purfeerst) concerning horse racing.

Bill dealing with vicious dogs okayed

A bill setting penalties for the owners of dogs that kill or inflict
great bodily harm while running loose was approved Wed., May
15. The measure, H.F. 264, sponsored by Sen. Jim Ramstad (IR-
Wayzata), sets penalties, requires dogs to be identified and
provides for a rabies control program. Under the bill, the owner of
a dog that kills another person could be charged with second
degree manslaughter if it could be proved that the owner had
prior knowledge of the dogs vicious tendencies and that the dog
was running loose off the owner’s property. Second degree
manslaughter carries a penalty of up to seven years in prison
and/or a fine of up to $14,000. Debate on the measure centered
on an amendment, offered by Sen. Randy Kamrath (IR-Canby), that
would limit the bill’s jurisdiction to urban areas. The amendment
failed on a close 22-24 vote. The bill gained final passage on a vote
of 36-23.

Senators also approved a measure opening Minnesota’s trunk
highway system to 80,000 pound trucks. The measure, S.F. 304,
authored by Sen. Gary DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), also provides for
annual increases in gross weight tax rates, revises the gross weight
seasonal zone and provides for a ten percent overweight
allowance for the movement of potatoes and sugar beets. An
amendment exempting 73,000-80,000 pound trucks that do not
carry the extra weight was adopted. The amendment was
sponsored by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New Brighton).

Two additional bills were given final passage béfore the Senate
adjourned for the day. S.F. 1130, sponsored by Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. Paul), changes the composition of the Board of Medical
Examiners and the method of appointing the board members. The
measure also requires the board to publish disciplinary actions
and revises the standards for the licensing and disciplining of
physicians, establishes reporting requirements for health
professionals and grants immunity to those complying with the
reporting requirements. H.F. 533, carried by Sen. Darril Wegscheid
(DFL-Apple Valley), allows foreign veterinary graduates to be
admitted to practice under certain conditions.

Thursday, May 16

Nursing home revisions gain

The Senate passed a bill Thurs., May 16, making several changes
to the “case-mix” nursing home reimbursement system, which is
scheduled to go into effect July 1, 1985.

The case-mix reimbursement system, enacted into law in 1983,
is intended to help the state better allocate its limited Medicaid
dollars. Under the system, nursing homes would be reimbursed
according to a reasonable value of rental for the nursing home




property cost and according to the level of care a patient requires.

The bill, SF. 903, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
phases-in this new structure over three years for those facilities
that will face substantial revenue reductions under the new
system. Berglin said this would allow the facility to continue
operation while it converts to case-mix reimbursement. The bill
also delays for two months the effective date for the new payment
rates. Thus, nursing homes would have time to prepare for the
implementation of the new system after they receive official rate
notices, Berglin said.

Because some specialized facilities will be adversely affected by
the case-mix system, the measure establishes special
reimbursement limits to enable those facilities to continue
operation. Furthermore, the bill allows residents and the facility to
appeal the resident’s assigned case-mix classification, which
determines the rate the resident will be charged and the amount
the state will reimburse the home for the resident’s care.

The proposal also allows “Swing Beds,” which are licensed
hospital beds that can be Medicare certified, to be available in case
there is a shortage of nursing home space. The bill also expands
the preadmission screening program.

The Senate also passed another bill sponsored by Berglin. S.F.
908 revises several procedures and requirements under the aid to
families with dependent children to conform to federal law.

The Senate gave concutrence and repassage to the following
bills Thursday: S.F. 1171 (Brataas) conveying land to Olmstead
County; S.F. 925 (Pogemiller) relating to economic development,
granting certain powers to municipalities; S.F. 1234 (Waldorf)
permitting St. Paul to issue temporary on-sale wine licenses to
nonprofit charitable, religious or veterans organizations; S.F. 1036
(Reichgott) relating to domestic abuse, providing for service by
publication under certain circumstances under the Domestic
Abuse Act; S.F. 1404 (Wegscheid) expanding the authority of
counties to make electronic funds transfers; S.F. 364 (Wegscheid)
expanding the purposes of health care review organizations,
providing an exception to liability; and S.F. 1244 (Knutson)
increasing the total number of on-sale licenses for the city of
Burnsville.

Senate passes bonding bill

The Senate passed a $219.3 million bonding bill in a late
evening session, Thurs., May 16, after approving one of several
amendments offered.

Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley) successfully amended
H.F. 694 to include language to assist the Hastings hydro-electric
Dam. He stressed that no appropriation was necessary.

An amendment to delete a provision of the bill authorizing
contingent bonding for a job training center at the proposed
Saturn plant failed 22 to 28. A motion to remove bonding authority
to construct and furnish a Minnesota School for the Arts also failed.

The measure includes $42.8 million in bonding authority to
construct an electrical engineering facility at the University of
Minnesota.

H.F. 694 received final passage on a 43 to 21 vote.

S.F. 1014(Petty) received final passage on a 47 to 0 vote after
lawmakers debated several amendments. The bill makes several
miscellaneous criminal law charges. The measure allows
grandparents to testify in delinquency proceedings and allows
limited drivers licenses for parents convicted of DWI to exercise
child visitation rights. An amendment to allow attorney
consultation prior to taking a breathalyzer test failed 11 to 26.

S.F. 1512 (Novak) gained final passage on a 47 to 6 vote. The

" bill imposes financial reporting and accounting requirements,
requires municipal development plans to be filed with the
commissioner of energy and economic development and allows
municipalities to issue bonds for pension liabilities.

The bill was amended to allow interest write-down in enterprise
zones. Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.) offered the

amendment saying it is intended to assist the city of Moorehead in
single family housing units. Pogemiller said the city is at an
economic disadvantage with Fargo, North Dakota.

S.F. 1513 (Pehler) also received final passage. The bill
establishes special service districts in some cities.

Triday, May 17
Super fund changes approved

The focus of activity at the Fri., May 17, Senate floor session was
debate and final passage of changes to the Minnesota
Environmental Response and Liability Act. The amendments, H.F.
268, carried by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), makes
changes in the sections dealing with causation, joint and several
liability and retroactivity. Supporters of the bill argued that
alterations in Minnesota's “Superfund” law were needed improve
businesses perception of Minnesota’s business climate.

A major amendment, offered by Sen. Collin Peterson (DFL-
Detroit Lakes), and adopted by the Senate, included language
establishing a victims compensation fund for compensating
victims of hazardous waste releases.

A second amendment establishing an assigned risk plan for
environmental insurance generated a great deal of debate but
failed to gain approval. The amendment was offered by Sen.
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.).

In other action, the Senate approved a bill expanding the
definition of medically neglected child. The bill, S.F. 1127,
sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake),
conforms state law with the federal “Baby Doe™ law and prescribes
the duties of local social service agencies when a report of the
medical neglect of a child is received. An amendment requiring an
independent medical review of the infant's medical charts and
records and, if necessary, requiring a court order for an
independent medical examination of the infant to determine
medical neglect was approved. The bill was approved on a vote of
55-10.

Four additional bills gained final passage on the Special Orders
Calendar. H.F. 648, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton), transfers authority for administration of the rural
rehabilitation corporation trust liquidation act from the state
executive council to the Department of Energy and Economic
Development. H.F. 857, carried by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple
Grove), authorizes the receiver of an insolvent insurer to
accelerate the distribution of available assets in payment of claims
against the insurer. H.F. 1145, sponsored by Sen. Neil Dieterich
(DFL-St. Paul), recodifies numerous laws relating to the taxation
and regulation of liquor. H.F. 440, carried by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-
St. Paul), makes numerous administrative changes in state pension
laws. A controversial amendment previously attached to the
measure dealing with legislative pensions was removed on a vote
0f 56-0 and the bill was passed on a vote of 44-4,

In addition, a number of bills gained the concurrence and
repassage of the Senate. S.F. 1279, authored by Sen. Conrad Vega
(DFL-So. St. Paul), provides for a product standard for
formaldehyde in building materials used in the construction of
housing units. S.F. 658, authored by Sen. Collin Peterson, alters
provisions regarding the taking and possession of wild animals
and the penalties for violations of laws relating to hunting. S.F.
1357, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope), sets a
penalty for failing to file a complete income tax return. S.F. 1238,
authored by Sen. Don Storm (IR-Edina), provides for the issuance
of temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses to certain non-
profit organizations. Finally, Senator adopted the conference
committee report and repassed S.F. 1398. The measure which
modifies the collateral requirements for public deposits, was
sponsored by Sen. Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley).




Saturday, May 18
Senate passes soil loss provision

The Senate passed a bill Saturday, May 18, allowing local units of
governments to request landowners who have excessive soil loss
to mediate an agreement to install better soil conservation
practices.

Under the bill, H.F. 957, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton), the landowner and the local government must attempt
to agree on conservation practices that will reduce soil loss. 1f they

fail to reach an agreement or if the landowners refuses to mediate; -

the local government can forward a complaint to the county
attorney. The county attorney then may dismiss the complaint or
petition for a hearing,

If the court orders soil loss conservation practices or if the
parties mediate a settlement, the landowner is eligible to apply for
cost-sharing funds to cover part of the conservation costs.

Also Saturday, the Senate repassed the following bills after
concurring to House amendments: S.F. 1219 (Stumpf) making
groundwater protection a watershed district function; S.F. 1225
(Davis) exempting manufactured home parks and recreational
camping areas from food handling licenses, and regulating
organically grown foods; and S.F. 919 (Wegscheid) protecting
buyers when subject to a security interest by limiting security
interests in farm product proceeds.

The Senate also passed the following conference committee
reports: H.F. 245 (Pogemiller) clarifying elements of the crime of
depriving another of custodial or parental rights; H.F. 282 (Pehler)
declaring the mission of public elementary and secondary
education in Minnesota; H.F. 1109 (Adkins) altering provisions of
the state’s set-aside procurement program; HF. 58 (Langseth)
allowing the city of Moorhead to issue bonds for sewer
development; and HF. 1032 (Schmitz) permitting Belle Plaine to
use the term “borough.”

State claims passed

In other action on Saturday afternoon, the Senate granted final
passage to H.F. 1458, the state claims bill. Authored by Sen.
Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), the bill authorizes payment of
claims to United Powers as well as other persons and companies
for legal, medical, property loss, wage loss and transportation costs
incurred.

H.F. 856, also authored by Dahl, was approved 36-28 after a
lengthy debate. With the insertion of S.F. 766, the bill would raise
the cigarette tax seven cents on July 1, 1985, and possibly another
eight cents on Oct. 1, 1985, if the federal government drops its
eight cents. Six of the first seven cents would be dedicated to the
water pollution control fund, waste water treatment and storm
sewer separation. The remaining one cent would cc atribute to a
public health fund which would fund identification of lead-
contaminated soil, smoking prevention programs, monitoring of
the health care climate and possibly a mosquito control program.
Federal maternal and child health block grant monies are also
allocated by the bill. Amendments clarified the assessment powers
of Minneapolis, St. Paul and South St. Paul in regard to combined
sewer overflow and deleted the candy cigarette prohibition. The
original bill would impose an additional tax on interest earned on
state or municipal obligations and would provide a subsequent
income tax credit.

Monday, May 20

Psychotherapist bill wins Senate approval

The Senate gave final passage to a bill Mon., May 20, that makes
it a crime for psychotherapists to have sexual contact with their
clients. The bill, H.F. 1227 (Peterson, D.C.) defines psychotherapist
as anyone who gives counseling. An amendment to delete clergy
and “‘other persons” from the definition failed.

The Senate passed four additional bills: HF. 1070, (Peterson
D.C.) creates one task force and continues another for one year to
study regulation of psychotherapists. HF. 35 (Wegscheid) makes
several changes in the family farm security program and provides
for loan restructuring. H.F. 1233 (Dieterich) permits issuance of
off-sale liquor licenses in townships. HLF. 828 (Solon) changes
weatherization and fuel assistance eligibility formulas for CAP
agencies and Indian reservations.

The Senate also gave concurrence and repassage to S.F. 276
(Spear) enacting a uniform notary act.

Drinking age approved

The drinking age bill, S.F. 5, was granted repassage 44-12 by the
Senate with the conference committee compromises.
Compromises included provisions for $25 toward alcohol
education, $25 toward probation, prohibition of post-secondary
event sponsorship by alcoholic beverage companies and inclusion
of alcohol information in the state driver’s manual. The age 21
provision would go into effect on Sept. 1, 1986, unless contiguous
states refused to raise their drinking age or unless the federal
government repealed Title 23. The bill is authored by Sen. Bill
Diessner (DFL-Aton).

Additional bills receiving Senate concurrence and repassage
included: SF. 251 (Berglin) establishing a nursing home license
fee; S.F. 459 (Spear) providing for guardianship appointments for
low income families and intestate succession; S.F. 295 (Willet)
setting special levies for county projects; S.F. 1176 (Merriam)
providing training for child abuse protection workers; S.F. 862
(Pehler) providing for conciliation court appointments; S.F. 647
(Pehler) defining markets for microcomputer software products of
the Minnesota Education Computer Council; S.F. 863 (Reichgott)
defining financial transaction card fraud; S.F. 882 (Peterson, D.C.)
concerning securities and real estate; H.F. 83 (Reichgott) changing
the process of juvenile court judge appointments; H.F. 633
(Johnson, D.E.) initiating school bus designation and encouraging
bus book racks; and S.F. 866 (Merriam) providing for solid waste
and sewage sludge management.

S.F. 916 (Berglin) establishing the advisory council for the
federal mental health block grant; S.F. 1130 (Waldorf) establishing
internal procedures for the Medical Practices Board; S.F. 279
(Merriam) requiring the shooting of dogs pursuing deer by
conservation officers; S.F. 281 (Petty) authorizing claims against
the state when a prisoner on conditional release is injured or
injures another while performing community service; S.F. 1045
(Kroening) concerning commerce and usurious contracts; S.F. 930
(Purfeerst) establishing license plate fees and providing trunk
highway funds; S.F. 650 (Pogemiller) increasing penalties for
crimes against transit providers; S.F. 196 (Reichgott) encouraging
child abuse reporting; S.F. 35 (Diessner) requiring reporting of
suspicious wounds by physicians; S.F. 558 (Freeman) disposing of
metropolitan sports facility property in Bloomington and allowing
residential zoning; S.F. 1037 (Vega) authorizing co-generation of
energy and intrastate pipelines as well as legislative review of
future nuclear power plants; and H.F. 535 (Adkins) prohibiting
lead pipe solder. '

Water management proposal made optional

The Senate passed a bill Monday evening allowing counties to
prepare and implement a water management plan that would
assess both surface and groundwater conditions and identify
potential erosion, flooding and water quality problems. The bill,
H.F. 961, originally required counties to prepare a plan. However,
Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), author of the proposal,
made the program optional. |

Counties preparing a water management plan are required to
use existing water management plans and rules adopted by a
watershed district or intercounty board. The bill also provides




$150,000 in grants to help counties prepare the plans.

The following bills on Special Orders also gained final passage:
H.F. 1589 (Peterson, R.) clarifying issues relating to classifications
of data; H.F. 384 (Spear) creating a special service district for
snow, ice and litter removal at Lake St. and Hennepin Ave. in
Minneapolis; HF. 646 (Peterson, R.) increasing fees that can be
charged by a county recorder; H.F. 1256 (Peterson, R.) establishing
a penalty for water permit violations and altering permit fees; H.F.
1231 (Peterson, Donna) changing reparations provisions for crime
victims; and H.F. 140 (Peterson, R.) eliminating trust accounts.

The following conference committee reports won Senate
approval early Monday evening: H.F. 848 (Reichgott)
strengthening provisions relating to child abuse; H.F. 213 (Spear)
strengthening child and vulnerable adult abuse reporting and
investigation; H.F. 78 (Berglin) better defining the crime of
owning or operating a disorderly house; H.F. 186 (Samuelson)
allowing mental health services through interstate contracts; S.F. 87
(Wegscheid) allowing the commissioner of agriculture to raise
fees for state livestock weighing.

Session ends

During the final hours of the session, senators continued to
work on conference committee reports and to grant concurrence
and repassage to bills that had previously passed the Senate
throughout the evening hours. Conference Committee reports that
were approved included: S.F. 401 (DeCramer) providing for an
increase in the exemption of farm machinery and farm
implements excluded from creditors’' remedies and extending the
current procedure for court ordered mortgage moratoriums; S.F.
43 (Langseth) establishing gross vehicle weight limits for courier
service vehicles and exempting certain farm vehicles from the
vehicle identification rule; S.F. 676 (Chmielewski) authorizing
towns to conduct town business outside the town and authorizing
on-sale liquor licenses to three specific supper clubs; S.F. 1249
(Purfeerst) providing for technical changes in Minnesota laws
concerning horse racing; H.F. 315 (Atkins) removing the mill limit
that towns may levy to provide for fire fighting services; H.F. 729
(Pogemiller) providing for changes in specific local government
pensions; H.F. 242 (Dahl) clarifying and amending provisions of
Minnesota’s “lemon car” law; H.F. 264 (Ramstad) setting penalties
for the owners of dogs that kill or severely injure another person;

H.F. 472 (Johnson, Douglas) providing for technical changes in
laws concerning property taxes and special taxes; S.F. 719
(Stumpf) authorizing the DNR to issue, on an experimental basis,
licenses that would allow one hunter to take two deer; H.F. 786
(Pogemiller) changing the appointment authority for various
boards and commissions from the governor to specific
departmental commissioners; S.F. 1183 (Dietherich) authorizing
the issuance of liquor licenses in Indian Country; S.F. 230
(Wegscheid) authorizing industrial loan and thrifts to sell certain
evidences of indebtedness; S.F. 1159 (Luther) clarifying and
changing laws regulating corporate take-overs and control share
acquisition; H.F. 1070 (Peterson, Donna) authorizing the
commissioner of corrections to establish a program to prevent
sexual exploitation by psychotherapists; and H.F. 1227 (Peterson,
Donna) providing that a psychotherapist who engages in sexual
contact with a patient is guilty of criminal sexual conduct.

Bills gaining the concurrence and repassage of the Senate
included: S.F. 19 (Wegscheid) regulating traffic at unmarked T
intersections; H.F. 658 (Samuelson) simplifying the formuta for
the Community Health Subsidy Act; and S.F. 928 (Wegscheid)
regulating the sale of hearing instruments.

Bills gaining passage on Special Orders included: H.F. 628
(Peterson, RW.) providing for the enhancement of fish and
wildlife habitat and converting marginal agricultural land into
wildlife habitat and H.F. 1175 (Chmielewski) defining medical
neglect of a child.

finance
Panel approves Saturn bill

A bill creating a special enterprise zone for the proposed Saturn
plant cleared the Finance Committee, Fri,, May 10. The panel,
chaired by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids), voted 11 t0 6 to
approve the package.

The package includes a 30 year period without property tax, $4
million for relocation expenses of Saturn employees, $2.2 million
for a job training center and $1.8 million for an advanced
manufacturing technology center at the University of Minnesota,

The committee also approved S.F. 1127, sponsored by Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The measure
authorizes the commissioner of human services to intervene and
remove a child from a home in the case of medical neglect or
physical and sexual abuse. The bill also allows local welfare and
law enforcement agencies to interview alleged victims without
parental consent.

The panel began discussion of S.F. 1424, sponsored by Sen. Eric
Petty (DFL-Mpls.). The bill outlines funding for the proposed
Minneapolis Convention Center.

Mpls. Convention Center okayed

The Committee approved a $219.3 million bonding bill and a
bill to fund the Minneapolis Convention Center, Tues., May 14.

The bonding bill, S.F. 1543, includes $16 million for the
Minnesota School for the Arts and $16 million for a Duluth
Convention Center.

S.F. 1424, sponsored by Petty, establishes “legislative intent” to
fund the convention center $6 million per year. In an earlier
meeting, committee members expressed reluctance to committing
future legislatures to the state funding. Petty said the legislative
intent for the funding was not binding, but would provide support
for bonds issued by the city of Minneapolis and the Metropolitan
Council.

Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids) opposed state funding
for the center and indicated that more creative financing might be
available from the private sector. “The idea has merit, but of the
six world class convention centers in the U.S., four were built
without state funding,” he said.

The bill was amended to levy a four percent tax on hotels and
motels with more than 50 rooms. Petty said the tax was fair
because the lodging industry would benefit from increased
overnight guests attracted to the city by the center.

Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) amended the bill to allocate $2
million to fund replacement housing for residents losing homes to
make room for the center, One million dollars would come from
bond proceeds or state funds and the remaining million would be
contributed by the city of Minneapolis.

The bill was amended to authorize the Governor, rather than
the city of Minneapolis, to appoint members to the Minnesota
Sports and Convention Facilities Commission.

The bill was approved on a voice vote.

H.F. 1458 (Dahl) providing compensation for claims against the
state also received committee approval.
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