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Special Message to the Legislature c-* Welfare and Mental Health 

Governor Elmer L. Andersen 

Marwh -0 1961

It IS necessary that we focus attention on the most essential Welfare 

matters needing action at this legislative session. I am listing herewith 

a dozen proposals on which your favorable action Is urgently needed. 

There are many mure worthy proposals which also have my approval and 

support. It IS particularly important that the following not be overicoked 

or lost in the crowded closing days.

1. Welfare and Mental Health Appropriations

The appropriation recom.r.endatlons in the budget message for the 

Welfare and Mental Health programs are moderate. They include the 

medicine the doctors recommended, a 2C per patient per day increase in 

food, new personnel for new facilities and a m.odlcum of other lm.proi.-e- 

monts. There is absolute nerd for every dollar in the Governor’s budget.

It should net be cut.

2• .Celling on Old Age Assistance Grants

S.;.ce the need of each recipient is deter.mined sy a standard 

budgeting process, there Is no logic (ana real inequity) in imposing an 

arbitrary maximum of $71 per month on maintenance needs. More man 

5,000 of our 45,000 CSAA recipients are admittedly receiving less than 

their ritntmum budget calls for. Remrjving the celling would also greatly 

simplify the adm.inistratioi, f the program. It would be u::r:ecessary to 

distinguish between maintenance, boarding care, homemaicer service and 

m.edlcai care, and recipients would receive the type of care they need.



3■ g.*inLjYg.CgH!ng on Aid lo Dis/ibied Grants

The same arj^menis apply as :r. OAA. Here the situation ts even 

more iruquitabie, since no medical care may be allow... ,n the Aid to 

Disabled Pr.vjram. and must be met frcr. genera, relief. Removing the 

cell.ng would .mean a net saving to the counties of about one million dollars,

4. Reside^iyaj Ti^tir.ent Center for Em.otionallv Disturbed Children 

One miiiion ac-l.ars is lequired to supplement the appropriation

made In 1959 to construct this center. The lack of facilities for the treat­

ment of emotlonailv disturbed children is cne of the m.ajor gaps In Minne­

sota's mental hea!;^ program. Many young children are being committed 

to our state mental hospitals and iivuig In adult wards. This Is obviously 

undesirable.

5. D^’ Care Centers for Me.-Uuiiy Retaraed Children

It ts propu'sed that ouring the next two years the state provide 

$70,000 to neip loca. co.n.mu.ni:;es estab;ish and maintain day ca.'e centers 

for the r*»T.,rowd. Tb.ls w uid be an important si..p ^orward in our eifor: t? 

develop local services ana resju:ce.s so that fewer chi.dren will have to 

De sent tc, stale institutions for .ile-t.jne care.

h • of earned income in Aid to Blind

Fc-deial legisldiic-n ,:ow reg.iires that :n deierrninmg the neea of an 

AB recipient the first $95 per month of earned incom.e, plus one-half of 

income in excess ■ i that an.ou.nt shall pe disregarded. Our state .aw must 

be amended, eifective -or .ater man July i, 1962. tc enao.e us to continue 

receiving federa. aid. We prcojse mat the new .aw taxe effect Ju.y 1, 1961, 

in o.'der t.ha: our Mind recipients .may nave this additional benefit tnroughout 

the coming biennlur;.
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7. Govern^'s Courctl on Aginq

Thta Council, which has exisrod since 1956 by executive c'der, 

sh..uld be pi ivIdee tor by inw, with its advisory functions cifearly spelled 

out. Minnesota c.as h<-en a leader throughout the country in the programs 

It has developed l.n.' its older citizens, and these programs should be con­

tinued. This bill also provides for the staff necessary to consult with 

con.munity giv^upa and suggest ways in which they may develop their own 

programs.

® • Increasc-d Salaries lor Physicians

Our inability d jing the past few years to recruit competent physicians 

tor our state n,,sp:tals :na>ces U imperative that we significantly Improve our 

existing sn;a:y scales. At prerent we are far from being in a competitive 

position with any of the state.s surrounding Minnesota. A bill now before the 

Legisiature, which ;s recom.n.ended by the Civil Service Department w.ll 

correct tne situation.

B-..ardi..g Cafe :'ot Men^Uy Retarded Childten

As aiioih^-r part ot ;;ui program to Keen retarded <-nildren in tnelr home 

cor.n.,.n:ti*:-3, st^.te aid • .. i be provided to help counties T.eot the costs

of boardir-.a cou. which - .any oi these children require. At present bhe costs 

are r.-rne entne y pv tne Counties, even though these children are state wards, 

and tne *9C». oi state- institutiun space m.akes it necessary lor many of them, 

to be p-oarded until their names are reached on the waiting list.

1 u. .S_tajy .Vui.L-'. CM'.niies for Indian Relief

Ever tt. ugh .only aoovt . u counties are affected, the matter of 

India: relief n a •.ery imponani one, since the counties confronted with
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the problem are usually th*» least abi. financially, to carry this burdtr..

We feel thir. cost should be sharftl li> t!i of us, a.nd this can be accom­

plished by provtdlnn state retmbuisemer.t of 100% to those counties which 

grant relief to Indians.

11. State Acquisition of Glen Lalce Sanatorium

A bill now before the Legislature would ma)(e it possible for the 

Department of Public Welfare to acquire (on a long-term, rent-free basis) 

the Glen Lake Sanatorium, for use as a combined tuDerculosis facility 

and nursing home for the aged. This facility has a capacity of about 700, 

with only 145 TB patients at the p'osen: time. If utiilzea by the state, 

the state sanatorium at Walker would be re-establisheo at Glen Lake, and 

all TB patients cared for there. A: the sa.me time the oaiance of the available 

space would be utilizea for several hundred geriatric patients now ir. 

mental hospitals who could Oc transferrea there loi .nursi.ng care, cir.ee they 

are no longer in need of psychiatric treatment.

12. Public Welfare Laws Interim Cvrimlssion

'Ve prop-jse that such a conimssion (whicn nas v...,<ed so efiuctive.y 

In previous interim perioas) he e:n.ir>iir.r..-c. Lav.>.s wnicr. ^rticu.ariy requiie 

study and recooificatlon are thosi. relating to ch:,u weliure, t. e coi..:Mn.e.-!t 

of mentally ill and mentally det’cic-nt perr.'r.s, ana me operation f n-u; state 

institutions.


