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Preliminary Memo
“Jarnuary 18, 1968
L - .. B

"House ™:diciary Siboommittee om Court Reform
and Judicial Selsction, 5

Thomas G. Clifford, House hmh Consultant
" Judicisl Selection » The Missouri aystem /i Thrn as s
M

The attacoed materials describe the Missourti Bon-pariisan
Court Plan which has been in effect in thet state since .940.l
Since that year the Plan has been adopted in form in at lesast ten
other states. This Plan is characterized by four elements® as set
forth below:
1. The nomination of a panel of Judicial candidates
by a non-partisan commirsion cosposed of con-
scientious laymen and lawyers.
The limitation on the executive to appoint
Judges only from the penel subtmitted by the
commission,3
The review of the appointment by the voters
after a short probationary term of service in
which the only question is whether the Judge's
record werrants his retention in office.

1Caxst1tution of the State of Missouri, Article V, Section 2%a-29z.
PAs stated in "A Better Way to Select Judges," 8, I. Rosenman.
3See Missouri Constitution, Article V, Section 294, attached.
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5, Periodic review of the appointment it the
end of each term of office by the ' sters in
Mchthcmumtimuu’artujmu
record warrants his continued reteution in
office.

Judge Rosenman conclu?es wna¢ the Nissouri System is
the Jest ay:item of judicial selection” now in effect but finds
fault with the ~egairement that each Juége run in a popular election
wvery four yeers,® A system similar to the Missouri Plan has been
implemented in New York City and is ticught to be working well.S

A number of other publications are on file in :his office
which describe the Migsouri Plan in detail and endorse its concept.

b1vie, 5. 9
Amnecessary due to publie apathy and lack of information.
GRouu-.n, P. 13,
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Gecting Pa.  Jueeabie and dusiestic ree
Lativas Civisious ol cicenit covusts—~In
judicial eireals of wmore than one judge
Grore shail Lo ab joast one Juvenile and
relations division of the coutt,
and st subectia of judges of the vir-
cuis ane judye seall be selceted for the
Civigion,. audition to his oiher dutics.
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comaigion siall cuist of Gve lucmbers, |
ouie of whoa chall be the presiding judge
of tiie corl of appoals of the disiric:
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by vote of tyodhing. of e gualifie?

electins ol thie oty voling: Susems 18
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