


Prairie• 4x4 ATV 

The most impressive thing about 

the new Kawasaki Prairie® 4x4 ATV is a 

feature it doesn't have. Namely, a 

manual transmission. That's because 

the Prairie has the exclusive Kawasaki 

Automatic Power-Drive System <KAPSl 

which always keeps your motor in 

the peak of the power curve. so you 

never have to shift. The Prairie also 

has a torquey 400cc engine, wide 

comfortable floorboards and full-time 

four-wheel drive. Ride one and you'll 

see. Life is better out on the Prairie. 

• Kawasaki Automatic Power-Drive 
System <KAPS) 

• Full-time 4-wheel drive with 
limited slip front differential 

• Snorkel-type air intake for 
operation in nasty conditions 

•Wide, comfortable floorboards 

see the new Prairie® 4x4 ATV at your local Minnesota Kawasaki ATV dealer. 

a\ftras1aki 
Let the good times roll. 

1 ·800"661-RIDE 
http://www.kawasaki.com 

="""'.....,.' ©1996 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. Kawasaki ATVs are recommended for use only by persons 16 years of age or 
l1111&.!i1w11

·•••
11"I older. Kawasaki also recommends that all ATV riders take a training course. For more information, see your deal· 

er, or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. WARNING: ATVs can be hazardous to operate For your safe· 
'---=="--' tv: Always wear a helmet eye protection and protective clothing. Never carrv a passenger Never rjde under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol Never ride on public roads or pavement Avojd excessive speeds and stunt driving. Be careful on 
difficult terrajn. "TREAD LIGHTLY" when off-road on public and private land. Preserve your future riding opportunities by show­
ing respect for the environment, local laws and the rights of others when you ride. Ride responsibly. 

This document is made available electronically by the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library as part of an  
ongoing digital archiving  project. http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/lrl.asp 
(Funding for document digitization was provided, in part, by a grant from the Minnesota Historical & Cultural Heritage Program.) 
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This publication is partially funded through advertising revenue. The 
State of Minnesota and the Department of Natural Resources can neither 
endorse the products or services advertised nor accept any liability arising 

_from the use of these products or services. 

© Copyright 1996, State of Minnesota, 
Department of Natural Resources 

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit 
from programs of the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources is available to all individuals 
regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national 
origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to 
public assistance, age, sexual orientation or 
disability. Discrimination inquiries should be sent 

NORTHWEST REGION 1 

Comer Sports -
Junction Hwy 1 & 72 
Blackduck, MN 56630 
218-647-8238 

RV Sports, Inc. 
Hwy 1 & 59 W, Box 441 
Thief River Falls 
MN 56701 
800-826-5403 Parts 
218-681-1007 

NORTHEAST REGION 2 

Castle Danger Sports 
1072 Hwy61E 
Two Harbors, MN 55616 
218-834-4646 
1-800-GET-A-CAT 

Handberg's Marine Inc. 
7123 Handberg Rd 
Crane Lake, MN 55725 
218-993-2214 

CENTRAL REGION 3 

Adventure Motor Sports 
17207Hwy10 
Big Lake, MN 55309 
612-263-7700 

Eagle Ridge 
Enterprises, Inc. 
10474 Stevens Rd 
(Cty Rd 23) 
Onamia, MN 56359 
320-532-4484 

to MN-DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155-4031; or the Equal Opportunity Office, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 
20240. 

This information is available in an alternative 
format upon request. 

Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 
10% post-consumer waste and soy-based ink. 

Westside Sports 
Hwy 10West 
508 NW Ash Ave 
Wadena, MN 56482 
218-631-1113 

SOUTHWEST REGION 4 

Drews Quality Repair, Inc 
1160 Hwy 7 East 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
320-587-27 48 

T® 

SOUTHEAST REGION 5 

Kelly's Sales & Service 
725 First St 
Box327 
Mazeppa, MN 55956 
507-843-2855 

West End Sports 
2335 W Main St 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
612-388-6591 

METRO REGION 6 

Extreme Motor Sports 
14 785 S Robert Trail 
Rosemount 
MN 55068 
612-423-1516 

Tousley 
Motor Sports 
Hwy61 & Cty Rd E 
White Bear Lake 
MN 55110 
1-800-TOUSLEY 
MN 612-483-8296 
612-483-0272 

JD's Sports & Repair 
Hwy 53 & Cty Rd 52 
Cotton, MN 55724 
218-482-3727 World Class ATVsM 



Welcome 
People enjoy using recreational motor vehicles for trail­

riding, off-road transportation, competition and other activities. 
Your attitude toward your surroundings and your behavior as a 
rider affect the attitudes of other outdoor users, landowners and 
lawmakers. Ride responsibly! 

, If you tread lightly on the environment, are courteous to 
others, respect private property and obey the law, you are contrib­
uting to the positive image of recreational motor vehicle activi­
ties. Responsible riders are also safe riders. Be sure to wear 
appropriate protective gear and maintain your machine. Don't 
take chances that endanger yourself or others. 

Remember, the future of recreational motor vehicles in 
Minnesota depends on your responsible behavior today. 

SAFETY FIRST! 
+ Read the owner's manual and know your vehicle. 
+ Check your vehicle before you ride. 
+ Lend your vehicle to skilled riders only. 
+ Always supervise young or inexperienced riders. 
+ Never carry a passenger on vehicles intended for one-

person use. 
+ Ride straight-no alcohol or drugs. 
+ Let trail conditions determine safe speeds. 
+ Stay to the right on trails. 
+ Stay away from open water and thin ice. 
+ Know the weather forecast. 
+ Use your taillight and headlight. 
+ Maintain safe distances when riding with others. 
+ Reduce your speed when riding at night. 
+ Always yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. 
+ Young or beginning riders should take an all-terrain vehicle 

or off-highway motorcycle safety training course offered by 
the Department of Natural Resources (D NR). 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

DEFINITIONS 
The term Recreational Motor Vehicle is used to describe all­

terrain vehicles, off-highway motorcycles and off-road ve­
hicles. 

All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are motorized, flotation-tired ve­
hicles with at least three, but no more than six 
low pressure tires, with an engine displacement 
of less than 800 cubic centimeters and total dry 
weight of less than 800 pounds. ATVs with a total 

dry weight of more than 800 pounds are classified as ORV s. 

Off-highway motorcycles (OHMs) are motorized, off-highway 
vehicles traveling on two wheels. OHMs have a 
seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the 
operator and have handlebars for steering control. 
Motorcycles may be legal for highway use and 
still considered to be 0 HMs if used for off­

highway operation on trails or natural terrain. 

Off-road vehicles (ORVs) are motorized, recreational vehicles 
capable of cross-country travel on natural 
terrain, such as four-wheel-drive trucks. 
Vehicles NOT considered ORV s include 
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, 
watercraft or aircraft. Farm, logging, military, 

emergency, law enforcement, utility, trail-grooming and 
construction vehicles are not considered to be ORV s when 
used for their intended purpose. 

Agricultural Zone means the areas in Minnesota 
lying south and west of a line along the following 
highway right-of-ways: Starting at the North 
Dakota border, the line goes east along State 
Highway 10 to State Highway 23, then follows 



Highway 23 east to State Highway 95, which it follows to the 
Wisconsin border. The agricultural zone referred to in this 
guide applies only to ATV use. 

Public Road Right-of-Way means the entire right-of-way of a 
roadway that is not privately owned, including the traveled 
portions, banks, ditches, shoulders and medians. 

Off-road vehicle use areas are areas posted or designated for 
off-road vehicle use. 

Reassuring 
Blazer 

ATV Trail 
Indicator 

OHM Trail 
Indicator 

ORV Trail 
Indicator 

Off-road vehicle staging area means a parking lot, trail head, 
campground or other location to which an off-road vehicle is 
transported by truck, trailer or another motor vehicle for use on 
public lands. 

5 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

N LM 

REGISTRATION 
All ATVs operated in Minnesota must be registered with the 

DNR. 
OHMs operated on public lands or waters must be regis­

tered with the DNR. 
ORVs operated off-road must be registered with the DNR. 

In addition, individuals may not have ORV s which are not li­
censed for highway use in possession at an ORV staging area, 
designated trail or other designated area unless the vehicle has 
been registered with the DNR for off-road use. 

An individual must be at least 18 years old to register a 
recreational motor vehicle. Registration is valid for up to three 
years. 

Anyone who sells a recreational motor vehicle must provide 
a bill of sale to the buyer. 



Recreational motor vehicles can be registered at a deputy 
registrar of motor vehicles office (where automobile licenses 
are handled) or at the DNR License Bureau in St. Paul. 

The information required for registration of a recreational 
motor vehicle includes the make, model, year, serial number, 
and sales receipt. For ATV and OHM registration the engine 
size is also required. 

+ ATVs purchased from a retail dealer must be registered 
by the dealer. Transfers and registration renewals are the 
responsibility of the owner. 

+ OHMs purchased from a retail dealer and intended to be 

used on public lands or waters must be registered by the 
dealer. Transfers and registration renewals are the 
responsibility of the owner. 

+ A registration number and a decal are issued when an 
ATV or OHM is registered. The registration card is 
mailed to the owner. 

+ Because ORV s are sold primarily for highway use, 
owners must register their own ORVs for off-road use. 
The owner is given a registration card and decals at 
the time of registration. 

ATV 
Private Use Registration: ATVs may be registered for 

private use when used exclusively for agricultural activities 
or harvesting wood, or used exclusively on private property. 
A private use registration is valid until the ownership of the 

7 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

ATV is transferred and is not transferable. 
Dual Registration: Some circumstances require ATVs 

to be registered for both public and private use. Public use 
registration covers most situation where the private use 
registration is required, but it does not cover certain situa­
tions where ATVs must be operated on roadways. Public use 
registration allows for operation of ATVs on the outer slope 
of roadside ditches along state and county roads, and, if 
local laws do not prohibit, on the extreme right side of 
township roads. It does not, however, allow for operation on 
the road surface. If an ATV is used for agricultural purposes 
which require operation on the road s~rface, a private use 
registration is required. If the same ATV is also used on 
public land or water, both public and private use registra­
tions are required. 

OHM 
Dual Registration: Some OHMs are equipped in such a 

manner that they may be legally licensed for highway use. 
An OHM licensed for highway use, which is also used off-

. road on public lands or waters must have both the regular 
motorcycle license and the DNR OHM registration. 

ORV 
Dual Registration: Most ORV s are licensed for high­

way use. An ORV licensed for highway use, which is also 
operated off-road in designated public ORV use areas must 
have both the regular vehicle license and the DNR ORV 
registration. . 

All recreational motor vehicles owned by dealers or 
manufacturers and operated for testing or demonstration 
purposes must be registered with the DNR License Bureau. A 
registration certificate and a registration plate will be issued. 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

The registration certificate must be prominently displayed in 
the place of business. 

The registration plate must be displayed on the rear of the 
vehicle before dealers or manufacturers may operate or permit 
operation of any recreational motor vehicle they own or 
control. 

Dealer and manufacturer license applications and plates 
are ONLY available at the DNR License Bureau, 500 Lafay­
ette Rd., St. Paul, MN 55155-4026. Phone 1(800) 285-2000 or 
(612) 296-2316. 

ATV 
ATVs registered for public use or with a dual registra­

tion must display current public use registration number and 
decal(s) on a plate at least 4 inches high and 7~ inches long. 
The plate must be clearly visible on the back of the vehicle 
and at least 12 inches from the ground. For a public use 
registration, the decal must be displayed in the upper left 
section of the plate. For a dual registration, th,e private use 
decal must also be displayed on the plate, in the upper right 
comer. The plate and decal must be maintained in a clean 
and legible condition. 

Registration letters and numbers must be: 
+ at least 1 inch high with a Yi.6-inch stroke. 

+ in English and placed from left to right. 

t in a color that contrasts with the background of the plate. 

ATV Public Use ATV Dual Registration 



ATVs registered for private use only must display the 
private use decal in the upper right section of the plate. No 
numbers are needed for this type of registration. 

ATV Private Use 

OHM 
OHMs registered only for off-road use must display 

current registration number and decal on a plate at least 4 
inches high and 7~ inches long. The plate must be clearly 
visible on the back of the vehicle and at least 12 inches from 
the ground. The decal must be displayed in the upper left 
section of the plate. The plate and decal must be maintained 
in a clean and legible condition. 

Registration letters and numbers must be: 
+at least 1 inch high with a Yl6-inch stroke. 
+ in English and placed from left to right. 
• in a color that contrasts with the background of the plate. 

OHM 
Off-Road Use Only 

OHMs licensed in Minnesota for highway use and also 
used off-road on public lands or waters must display the 
OHM decal in the upper left section of the regular motor­
cycle license plate. The DNR registration number should not 
be displayed. 

11 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

ORV 

OHM Highway and 
Off-Road Use 

ORV s registered only for off-road use must display the 
current decal on a plate at least 4 inches high and 7 Y; inches 
long. No registration number should be displayed. The plate 
must be clearly visible on the back of the vehicle and at least 
12 inches from the ground. The decal must be displayed in 
the upper left section of the plate. The plate and decal must 
be maintained in a clean and legible condition. 

ORV 
Off-Road Use Only 

ORV s licensed in Minnesota for highway use and also 
used off-road in designated public ORV use areas must 
display the ORV decal in the upper left section of the regular 
motor vehicle license plate. The DNR registration number 
should not be displayed. 

ORV Highway and 
Off-Road Use 



The expiration date appears on both the registration card 
and the decal. All public use ATV and all OHM and ORV 
renewals expire on December 31st of the last year the registra­
tion is valid. 

Individuals who notify the DNR of mailing address 
changes should receive a notice by mail to renew their regis­
tration. Whether notified or not, owners are responsible for 
renewing their public use ATV, OHM and ORV registrations. 
Renewal fees are the same as the first-time registration fee. 

Individuals may apply to the DNR Division of Enforce­
ment for special operating permits for recreational motor 
vehicles from states that do not require registration. The 
special operating permits must be used for organized group 
outings, trail rides, races, rallies, or other promotional events. 
The permit must be carried by the vehicle operator and is valid 
for up to 30 days. Contact the DNR Division of Enforcement 
for more information at (612)297-2368. 

Recreational motor vehicle owners may obtain a replace­
ment registration card for $6 from a deputy registrar or the 
DNR License Bureau. Replacement decals are available from 
the DNR License Bureau or any conservation officer. Replace­
ment decals and numbers must be affixed in the same manner 
as the original. 

13 



14 

1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

GENERAL OPERATIONS 
The following regulations apply to all recreational motor 

vehicles: all terrain vehicles, off-highway motorcycles and off­
road vehicles. Information and regulations specific to each of 
these vehicle types can be found in the All-Terrain Vehicle, Off­
Highway Motorcycle and Off-Road Vehicle sections of this 
booklet. 

Recreational motor vehicles operated on public lands, 
waters, trails and roadways must be equipped as follows: 

Lights-Headlights and taillights must be on during hours 
of darkness or reduced visibility. 

Brakes-Brakes must control movement, and stop and 
hold the vehicle. 

Throttle-The throttle must return the engine to idle when 
pressure to advance the throttle is removed. 

Mufflers-Mufflers must have a federally approved spark 
arrestor. 
-Overall noise emission may not exceed 99 decibels 

at a distance of 20 inches. 
-Mufflers may not be altered to increase motor noise, 

except for organized events. 
Towing-A straight arm bar must be used to tow a sled or 

trailer containing passengers. 
-A disabled vehicle towed by any means may contain a 

person to steer. 
-Sleds and trailers being used during hours of darkness 

must have headlights and taillights turned on. 
-At least 16 square inches of reflective material must be 

mounted on each side and at the rear of a sled or 
trailer. 



You may operate a recreational motor vehicle: 
t on your own land. 
+on private land with the landowner's permission. 
+ on frozen waters where you have legal access (if not 

restricted by law or local ordinances). 

In the seven county metro area, you may ride: 
+ on your own land. 
+ on land, other than your own, with written or spoken 

permission of the landowner, occupant or lessee. 
t, on land posted with signs specifically permitting the use 

of recreational motor vehicles. 

You may not operate a recreational motor vehicle: 
+on the median of a four-lane highway. 
+within the right-of-way of any interstate highway. 
ton the right-of-way between opposing lanes of traffic. 
+ at airports. 
t in any state park, state recreation area, state historic site, 

Wildlife Management Area or state Scientific and Natu­
ral Area with the exception of posted trails and areas. 

+ on any frozen waters located in a restricted area, or 
frozen waters where you don't have legal access. 

+ in any areas restricted by local ordinances or 
municipalities. 

flt in a tree nursery or planting area. 
+ along or on the roadway, shoulder or inside bank or 

slope of a public right-of-way. 

15 I 
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1996-97 Recreational Motor Vehicles 

Inside seven-county metro area, you may ride: 
+ on land you do not own, unless given written or verbal 

permission to ride on that land by the owner, occupant 

or lessee. 

Outside seven-county metro area, you may not 
•on land that you have been told verbally, in writing or 

by posted signs not to ride. 

Ditch 

RMV 
Riding 

Prohibited 

Highway 

Ditch 

It is illegal to operate on the inside slope, shoulder, and roadway 
of state and county highways. 

You may not: 
+ operate a recreational motor vehicle in a careless, reck­

less or heedless manner that endangers another person 
or their property. 

•litter. 
t· enter or leave lands by cutting wire or tearing down 

any fence. 
t mutilate, destroy, damage or remove any facility of any 

trail on state land. 



NORTHWEST REGION 1 

3-D Repair 
4715 Alder St NE 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
218-751-3033 

Northern Sports & Machine 
RR2 Box 1A 
Baudette, MN 56623 
21 8-634-1 089 

Power Sports Plus 
Box 70 
Second & Main 
Oklee, MN 567 42 
218-796-5122 

NORTHEAST REGION 2 

Beaver Bay Sport Shop 
Highway61 E 
Beaver Bay, MN 55601 
218-226-4666 

Dave's Riverside 
Sales & Service 
7 480 Hwy 5, Box 99 
Side Lake, MN 55781 
218-254-5249 

Magnum Power Sports 
430 Central Ave 
Nashwauk, MN 55769 
218-885-1637 
800-278-1637 local 

MN Outdoor Recreation 
5350 Miller Trunk Hwy 
Duluth, MN 55811 
218-729-6982 

I Belz eve z t . 

The Shop 
Rt 1, Box514 
Bigfork, MN 56628 
218-7 43-3666 

Thunder Lake Sports, Inc 
HC 3 Box 72G 
Remer, MN 56672 
21 8-566-3000 

CENTRAL REGION 3 

Hank's Polaris 
39625 92nd Ave 
Onamia, MN 56359 
320-532-3705 

Hilltop Sports 
333 Hwy. 200 E 
Hill City, MN 55748 
218-697-8188 

Stacy 
Our Own Hardware 
6125 Stacey Trail 
Stacy, MN 55079 
612-462-4342 

SOUTHWEST REGION 4 

Davis Sales & Service . 
#3 4th St NW 
Madelia, MN 56062 
507-642-3563 

Jackson Sports 
RR1, Box 35 
Jackson, MN 56143 
507-847-3977 

Polaris 
Magnum 2 x 4 and 
4 x 4, the biggest, 
gutsiest ATVs on 
or off the trail. 

Mies Equipment 
Hwy55W 
Walkins, MN 55389 
800-324-8269 

SOUTHEAST REGION 5 

Bob's Small Engine Repair 
Box 412 
516 N Main 
Pine Island, MN 55963 
507 -356-4155 

Earl's Sales & Service 
Box 310 
Rushford, MN 55971 
507-864-7781 

METRO REGION 6 

Outdoor Power House 
16991 Mushtown Rd 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
612-447-1001 

Outpost Hunt & Sports Inc. 
11124 Hwy55 
Plymouth, MN 55441 
612-544-7376 

Tri-K Sports 
5010W Hwy 12 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 
612-479-3719 

Warner Outdoor Equipment 
7520 Lyndale Ave S 
Richfield, MN 55423 
612-869-7533 

· d h" d · d t be ridden only by adults aged 18 and older. For your 
WARNING! ATVs can be hazardous to operate. These arle fhuU SIZBe martc i~erlys e:;~~~ onodifficult terrain. Polaris recommends that all ATV riders 
safety, alwa wear a helmet, eye protection, protective cot 1ng. e pa 1cu a c . 
take a traini~ course .. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call Polans at 1-800-342-3764. 
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+ post, damage or remove any signs on any lands or 
waters unless you are the landowner, occupant or lessee 

of the property. 

You may not operate a recreational motor vehicle at a 
speed greater than is reasonable under all of the surrounding 
circumstances or greater than the posted speed limit on any 
public lands, waters, trails or public road rights of way. Speed 
limit signs may be erected along specific portions of trail. 

The speed limit may be waived in writing by the DNR 
for an organized race or similar competitive event. Contact the 
DNR Regional Administrator of the area in which the event 
will be held. 

+ All trail signs must be obeyed. 
+One-way trails must be traveled in the direction 

indicated. 

+ When meeting or being passed by another trail user, you 
must stay to the right half of the treadway. 

• When passing another trail user, you must pass on the 
left half of the treadway and only when the trail is free 
from oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance to safely 
pass the other trail user. 

+ When entering or crossing a trail treadway you must 
yield to trail traffic. 



+ When two trail users are about to enter an unmarked 
tread way intersection from different directions, the trail 
user to the right has the right-of-way. 

+Motorized trail users must yield the right-of-way to 
non-motorized trail users and shut off their machines 
when meeting a horse until the horse has passed or until 
waved on. 

When making a direct crossing of a street or road, ·you 
must: 

+ come to a complete stop; 
+ yield to all traffic; 
+ cross the road at a 90 degree angle; 
+ cross a divided road only at an intersection; 
t use headlights and taillights from one-half hour after 

sunset to one-half hour before sunrise or in conditions of 
reduced visibility. 

You may operate a recreational motor vehicle on a 
bridge, a roadway shoulder or the inside bank of a public road 
right-of-way if necessary to avoid obstructions to travel. You 
must remain on the farthest right-hand lane, enter the roadway 
within 100 feet of the bridge or obstacle and make the cross­
ing without delay. 

You may not cross an interstate highway bridge. 

A permit is required from a DNR area forester to hold an 
event on state forest lands. The DNR may charge a fee for the 
use of the land. Security such as a bond or cashier's check 
may be required to ensure that cleanup, sign removal, damage, 
repairs and other actions are completed. 
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For emergencies or authorized special events, the DNR 
may provide temporary exceptions to the general rules for a 
specific state park, forest campground, forest day use area or 
state forest lands. Notice of the exception will be posted at the 
site. 

OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
A conservation officer, sheriff or other peace officer who 

has reason to believe you are operating a recreational motor 
vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs may ask 
you to take a sobriety test. 

If your blood alcohol concentration exceeds the legal limit 
of 0.10 you will be charged with driving under the influence. If 
convicted, you will lose your operating privileges for a year and 
be fined up to $700. You may also go to jail. 

If you refuse to take the test, you can still be arrested for 
driving under the influence. You will have to pay a $500 civil 
penalty and will automatically lose your recreational motor 
vehicle privileges for a year or more. You may also be assessed 
other penalties. 

Driving while intoxicated convictions of any type are 
cumulative and will increase penalties for future convictions of 
driving while intoxicated. 

ENFORCEMENT 
Conservation officers, deputy sheriffs, police officers and 

other peace officers enforce recreational motor vehicle rules. You 
must stop when signaled by a law enforcement officer. 

+ A violation of ATV ot ORV rules is a misdemeanor. 
+ A violation of OHM rules is a petty misdemeanor. 



or 

A registered recreational motor vehicle that is abandoned, 
stolen or destroyed must be reported to the DNR within 15 
days. Complete the reverse side of the registration certificate 
and mail it to the DNR License Bureau. No fee is charged for 
reporting the vehicle. 

The operator and an officer investigating a recreational 
motor vehicle accident must file a wlitten report of the acci­
dent to the DNR within 10 days if: 

+the accident resulted in a human injury requiring medi­
cal attention or hospitalization, or death, or: 

+ the total damage was $300 or more for ORV s, or $500 or 
more for ATVs or OHMs. 

TRESPASS 
Ask First! 
The trespass law now applies to all outdoor recreation 

including operation of your recreational motor vehicle. 
Landowners, lessees or land managers need only post their 

land once a year. The signs must be at intervals of 1000 ft (500 ft 
in wooded areas) or signs may be placed at 
primary corners and at access points to the 
property. Signs must state "No Trespass­
ing" or similar words in 2 inch letters 
and the signature or name and telephone 
number of the landowner, lessee or 
manager. There can be civil and criminal 
penalties for violation of the trespass laws. Civil 
penalties start at $50 for first offense, and range up to $500 and 
loss of license or registration for a third offense within 3 years. 

All conservation and peace officers enforce trespass laws. 
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You must have permission to: 
~, enter legally posted land. 
+ enter agricultural land, including Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) land or RIM Reserve Program land. 

You may not: 
+wound or kill another person's domestic animal or 

destroy private property. 
t pass through a closed gate without returning it to the 

original position. 
t stray off marked trails. 

RELATED GAME LAWS 

It is unlawful to: 
t transport a firearm on any recreational motor vehicle 

unless it is unloaded and completely enclosed in a case. 
+ transport an archery bow on any recreational motor 

vehicle unless it is unstrung or enclosed in a case. 
+ use any recreational motor vehicle to chase, run over or 

kill a wild animal. 
+ shoot or attempt to shoot an animal from any recre­

ational motor vehicle without a special disability permit 
to do so. 

t remove deer, elk, moose or bear from the site of a kill 
without first attaching the proper tags. 

To reduce disturbance during prime hunting hours, a 
person possessing a valid deer li~ense may operate a 
recreational motor vehicle during the firearms deer 
season only: 

t before legal shooting time (one-half hour before sun 
rise); 



t from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.; 
+after legal shooting hours (one-half hour after sunset). 

*The above does not apply to any vehicle licensed for 
highway use. 

A permit to operate a recreational motor vehicle during 
the legal shooting hours for deer may be issued by a conserva­
tion officer in the event of an emergency or another unusual 
condition. 

A special permit that allows a licensed hunter to shoot a 
firearm from a recreational motor vehicle may be issued to a 
person who is physically unable to walk. For an application, 
contact: DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4047. 
Phone: 1-800-766-6000. You can also contact DNR regional 
offices. 

The conditions for carrying a firearm do not apply to a 
disabled person who: 

t possesses a permit to shoot a firearm from a stationary 
recreational motor vehicle; 

+ is participating in a special hunt sponsored by a non­
profit organization; 

+ is hunting on property he/she owns or leases. 
However, a round of ammunition must not be chambered 

until the vehicle is stationary. The action of a hinge-action 
firearm must be left open until the vehicle comes to a stop. 
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All-Terrain Vehicles 

Safety Tip: 
+ Always wear a ne11m~~t and protective clothing. 

Operators 
It is unlawful for anyone in control of an ATV to permit it to be 
operated contrary to the following requirements: 

Under12 

12 to 16 

16 to 18 

May operate only on private property with 
permission of the owner. 

All-terrain vehicle safety certificate valid only 
for engine sizes 90cc or less. 

May operate an ATV 90cc or less on public 
lands and waters with safety certificate and under 
supervision.* 

May make a direct crossing of highway with 
safety certificate and while under supervision.* 

Must wear a helmet while operating on public 
lands, waters and on road rights-of-way. 

May operate an A TV on public lands and 
waters without a safety certificate. 

Must have a driver's license to make direct 
crossing of highway, or operate on road rights­
of-way. 

Must wear a helmet while operating on 
public lands, waters and on road rights-of-way. 

*"Supervision" means the person's parent, legal guardian, or other person 18 years of age or 
older who holds a valid driver's license. 



ATV Education and Training 
The DNR Division of Enforcement administers an ATV 

safety training program. The course includes ATV familiariza­
tion, operating procedures, ATV laws, loading and towing proce­
dures, ethics, safety hazards and environmental consequences. 

For a $5 fee, students who successfully complete the safety 
training program and written test are issued a safety certificate. 
Duplicate certificates are available from the DNR if the original 
is lost or destroyed. 

General Operations 
Agricultural Zone Restriction: You may not drive an ATV within 

the right-of-way (ditch) of a state or county highway from 
April 1 to August 1 in the Agricultural Zone (see definitions on 
page 4 ). This does not apply to ATVs licensed and used for 
agricultural use. 

A person with a valid driver's license may operate an ATV 
registered for private use and being used for agricultural 
purposes on a public right-of-way of a trunk, county, state aid, 
or county highway, if the ATV is on the extreme right side of 
the road. A left tum may be made if it is safe to do so. 

The headlight and taillight must be lighted at all times if your 
ATV is equipped with them. 

You may not exceed 10 mph on the frozen surface of public 
waters within 100 feet of a person fishing or a fishing shelter. 

Grant-in-aid snowmobile and ski trails are closed to ATVs unless 
specifically allowed. 

Operation on a Township Road: A person with a valid driver's 
license may operate an ATV on the extreme right-hand side of 
a township road, as long as the township does not prohibit it by 
posting and local ordinance. 
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You may ride on most state forest roads and motorized 
trails unless they are gated or posted closed. Many roads are 
closed in the spring to prevent damage. Call the area forestry 
office for road closure information. 

ATVs are prohibited or restricted in some state forests, 
including Sand Dunes, Rum River, Richard J. Dorer and Birch 
Lakes. For a listing of ATV opportunities on state forest lands, 
contact the DNR Information Center at 1-800-766-6000. 

Timber harvesting is a major activity. Watch out for 
logging trucks and stay away from harvesting equipment. 

Also see Recreational Motor Vehicle section for more ATV information. 



Safety Tips: 
+ Any person who operates an OHM must wear eye 

protection. 
+ Always wear a helmet and protective clothing. 
+ Never carry a passenger on vehicles intended for one­

person use. 

Youthful Operators 
It is unlawful for anyone in control of an OHM to allow it to 

be operated contrary to the following requirements: 
Any person under the age of 18 must wear a helmet. 

Under12 

Under16 

May not make a direct crossing of a public road 
right-of-way. 

May not operate an off-highway motorcycle on a 
public road or public road right-of-way. 

May not operate an OHM on public lands or 
waters unless accompanied on another OHM by a 
person 18 years of age or older. 

Must possess a valid off-highway motorcycle 
safety permit to operate an OHM on public lands 
or waters. 

May make a direct crossing of a public road 
(except an interstate highway) if accompanied on 
another OHM by a person 18 years of age or 
older who holds a valid driver's license. 

May operate within a road right-of-way that is 
part of a designated trail when accompanied by a 
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Off-Highway Motorcycles 

16-18 

person 18 years or older who holds a valid 
drivers license. 

Must have a driver's license to operate an 
OHM on a public road, and the motorcycle must 
be licensed for road use. A driver's license is not 
required on trails, except when the trail is part of 
the road right-of-way. 

Education and Training 
The DNR Division of Enforcement administers an OHM 

safety training program. The course includes OHM familiariza­
tion, operating procedures, OHM laws, loading and· towing 
procedures, ethics, safety hazards and environmental conse­
quences. 

For a $5 fee, students who successfully complete the train­
ing program and written test are issued a safety certificate. 
Duplicate certificates are available from the DNR if the original 
is lost or destroyed. 

General Operations 
Your OHM must have a headlight, a taillight and brakes to be 

operated on a public road. 
You must wear eye protection when operating an OHM. 
You may not operate an OHM within a public road right-of-way 

unless it is: 
+ a trail designated for OHM use or multiple use; 
t a corridor access trail; 
t a designated access to an established OHM trail; 
-t, allowed for an organized contest. 

You may not exceed 10 mph on the frozen surface of public 
waters within 100 feet of a person fishing or a fishing shelter. 

Also see Recreational Motor Vehicle section for more OHM information. 



Youthful Operators 
A person under 16 years of age may not operate an ORV. 

The owner of an ORV may not knowingly allow it to be operated 
by a person under 16 years of age. 

General Operations 
All ORV passengers and operators must wear seat belts. 

A valid driver's license is required to operate an ORV on or along 
a public road. 

You may: 
·~ Operate on state forest roads unless posted dosed. 

You may not: 
+operate an ORV within the right-of-way of an interstate 

highway. 
+operate an ORV within a public road right-of-way except 

on a designated trail, and when in possession of a valid 
driver's license. 
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Also see Recreational Motor Vehicle section for more ORV information. 



FOUR WHEEL DRIVE, INC. 
80 N 5TH ST, P.O. BOX 
485 
SAUK RAPIDS, MN 56379 
(BEHIND THE DAIRY 
QUEEN) 

Attention 4X4 Enthusiasts 
We, at Derby Four Wheel Drive Inc., have been 
where you want to go. We know off-road and 
what It takes to get through th• most difficult 
and hazardous areas, and then make it back 

home. Your truck or sport utility can be 
modified to meet the sp,cl(lc needs of any 

environment. Let us take your 4X4 to the next 
level. 

The crew at Derby four Whul Drive, Inc. 

SUPER SWAMPER TSL/BOCGER ~ •. ~-~.Q.~i?· 
~ERCO TSL/THORNBIRD """ 

~~.-e4ata"' ii ,,.,/ 
~ ;

11

1 MvVi~J~\:\ ::~:: Sys1cm• 

lllllli ASSOCIATION •custom :hies Ruill .. :s \ ""w,..,..e_s_u-pp_o_rt-.th,...e-..., •f..nginc Building 
111111111 advancement of •cu.•10111 Head Work 

organized, •fuel Injection 
\ j responsible trail •Enb~nc Convernions 

*Wiring Harnesses 
*4.3 V -6 Spccialisis 
•:-Jew and I.I sed Parts 
'CW<tom Fahrica1i1m 
•Accessories 
*Whc.:I•. Tire•. and Tire Si ping 
*Cicncral Rcpuir mKI main1cnanct' 
*And ~fuch. Much More ... LJ use. 

CENTRll. MINNUllTl"S 4 WHEEL IJRIYE SPEC/ll.ISTS 

Sales and Installation of Truck Accessories 
Customization, Fabrication, Modification and Repair 

4x4 Suspensions, Drive Trains and Engines 
All Makes and Models,~Foreign and Domestic, including Suzuki 



For information on ATV, OHM, and ORV trails; maps of 
state parks, forests, and trails; and other information 
contact: 

DNR Information Center 
500 Lafayette Rd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040 

Twin Cities: 612-296-6157 
Toll free: 1-800-766-6000 

Hearing Impaired 
Twin Cities: 612-296-5484 
Toll free: 1-800-657-3929 

For more information on registering your recreational motor 
vehicle call: 

DNR License Bureau 
500 Lafayette Rd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4026 

Twin Cities: 612-296-2316 
Toll free: 1-800-285-2000 

Local DNR Conservation Officers 
Contact the Minnesota State Patrol or county sheriff for the 

name and phone number of a Minnesota DNR conservation 
officer in your area. 

County Sheriff 
Check the local phone directory. The sheriff's non-emer­

gency numbers will usually be listed inside the front cover. In an 
emergency, call 911 from anywhere in Minnesota. 
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For information on scheduled ATV or OHM safety classes in 
different areas throughout the state, call the appropriate 
area: 

Safety Training Program Headquarters, Camp Ripley, 
Little Falls: 1-800-366-8917 

Metro and Rochester areas: 612-296-4819 
Bemidji area: 218-755-2966 
Grand Rapids area: 218-327-4424 
Brainerd area: 218-828-2625 
New Ulin area: 507-359-6040 



Creating a Positive Future 
(or Off-Highway 

Veh"icleRecreation 

National OHV Network Trade Show Exhibits• OHV Grants 
Videos • Youth-targeted Program • Land Use Collaboration Workshops 

Regional Programming • OHV Club Promotion, Management and Activities 
OHV Image • OHV Advocacy • Public Relations & OHV Influence 

The Amateur Riders Motorcycle Association 
represents the recreational trail riders in Minnesota 

as a way to increase and improve riding opportunities 
statewide. Your membership in this organization will help 

identify trail riders as an interest group and support 
lobbying efforts to keep existing riding areas open, 

DISTRICT 23 

Association of Organized 
People and Groups 

Concerned with Off-Roading 
in the State of Minnesota 

MN 4WD Association 
P.O. Box 4701 

St. Paul, MN 55104-4701 
Fax/Phone (612) 786-2123 

as well as, identify and develop new public lands 
suitable to trail riding. Protect your rights! 

For more information, 
contact ARMCA at e-mail: dmy@visi.com 

1800 Canyon Lane • New Brighton, MN 55112 

http://www.primenet.com/-ben_b/mn4x4.html 

All-Terrain Vehicle 
Association of 

Minnesota 

Since 1983 ATVAM has been working hard to 
promote and advance all forms of ATV activities. 

We are not only concerned about trails and 
opportunities for the sport rider but for other users 

as well, whether it be a trail to your favorite fishing hole 
or making the commute to check a fence line easier, 

ATVAM is there for you. 
When you join ATVAM you're helping to insure 

the future of ATV activities in the state of Minnesota. 
For Information: 1-800-442-8826. 

ATVAM• PO box 557 • Osseo MN 55369 

For more information from the National Off-Highway Vehicle 
Conservation Council CNOHVCC), call 1-800-348-0HVS 

e-mail: trailhead@nohvcc.org 'Visit our Web Site at www.nohvcc.org 



WOLVERINE 4 x 4 PW8o 

KODIAK 4 x 4 

TIMBERWOLF 4 X 4 XT225 

BIG BEAR 4 X 4 

2000 lb. Warn Winch offer is available through participating Yamah dealers only. Offer includes any 1997 <or new prior year) Kodiak 4WD. Big Bear 2WD, Big Bear 4WD 
or Big Bear SE 4WD <picturedl. ATVs with engine sizes of 90 ccs or greater are recommended for use only by those aged 16 or older. YAMAHA recommends that all 
ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous 
to operate. For your safety; Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, never ride on paved surfaces or public roads; never carry passengers; never 
engage in stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix; avoid excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 


