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All of these documents will be made available for public review
and comment through the public participation process.

Because resources available for studies and pre-implementation
work will be limited, the MPCA must select which of the recom­
mended activities will be carried out each year. The nonpoint
sources identified in this Plan have been assigned overall pri­
ority based on State Task Force action. The MPCA will use these
priorities as a guide in developing the yearly work program.
However, other factors must also be considered. The most import­
ant of these is guidance from the EPA. The EPA directs the
nationwide 208 program through control of funding. The EPA
prepares and updates guidelines for priority uses of available
208 funds. Because the MPCA is largely dependent on EPA funds
to carry out nonpoint source planning and pre-implementation
activities, the MPCA Continuing Planning Process, Five-Year
Strategy, and annual work programs must comply with EPA guide­
lines. Though the EPA allows considerable latitude to the
states, it is likely that national priorities and EPA decisions
will influence the rate at which studies and programs recommended
by the Water Quality Management Plan will be carried out. In
addition, as the results of 208 studies across the nation are
analyzed and coordinated, the EPA may modify the regulations
under which states are conducting 208 planning.· These modifi­
cations may require changes in the programs and studies rec­
ommended in Minnesota's 208 Plan. Such changes will be made
through annual revisions to the Plan, the Five-Year Strategy,
and the Continuing Planning Process.

During the intial planning phase, questions arose which require
further study before recommendations for management programs
can be made. These further study needs are identified in the
sections pertaining to each topic. They will be scheduled for
future 208 study based on the priority of the topic, EPA guide­
ance, the cost of the study, and other factors.
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