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What is a rape-supportive culture?

The usual approaches to stbpping rape’focﬁs'oh ﬁhe.laﬁ and

the rapist. Recent léw reforﬁs have attempted to affect the

rate of-cohviction by 1owering‘penalties, ratiohalizing the
.-variety of charges avai1able.fo£ sexual offenses, reducing the
age oﬁ cqnseﬂ% tovavdid some problems with "staﬁutoryﬁ raps, |
and épntfolling"the’amount and type of prejudicial teséimony.
about the Qictim's character and habits that can be intro&uced

a%/évidence. The legallapproach assumes“that.the law'can operaté

aé a deterrent, stopping the'woﬁld—be ra§ist from comﬁitting

grimes because’the poténtial‘pénalty is‘tdo great in compgrison'
to the'iﬁmediate gain of criminal éctivity. ﬁﬁférﬁgnately; qut
evidence on the law as deterrent strongly suggesté tha£ little.’

_ deterrence occurs.unless the probability ofvéapture.and convicﬁion"

is very high. Neither of these conditions is. present in the case

of rape. While law reform is necessary, and may have very



beneficial effects in the long run, many attitudinal and social
changes will have to occur before the new reform laWs will héve
full impact.

A second approach to stopping rape involves treatment for
convicted offendérs. It is too early to tell whether thesék
efforts will succeed in reforﬁiné sexuai assailants, although
the attempts‘are laudable and deserve sﬁpport, In éddition‘to
potentially reforming peopie who have already éssaulted;‘treatment
programs leérn a great dgal about the thought patterns and
motiﬁaﬁions used By actual aséailantslto‘justify théi: kehavior
to themsel&esf Such programs also learn about‘the 1ife exper-
"iepceé which may increase the probability that_a‘peréon will
usé éééual as;éult as é way to deal with his problems. ‘However,
since'veryAfew sexual assailénts ever get convicted for their
: offehses, and even fewer reach treatment programs, solutions
wbich'coﬁcentraté on known sex offenders offer little hope of
'Féducing‘thé rising rate of éexﬁal asséults. |

.A‘third apﬁfdaéh/ rape preventibn tﬁrough extensive community'
organizing and self—defense‘mecﬁaniéms, depends heavily on first
changing community attitudes and beliefs about ra?e.

Because we believe that each approéch discussed so far relies
on a thorough understanding of attitudes and beliefs about rape,

we concentrated our research effort in this area. Law reform

‘ultimately depends on juries and judges who do not blame rape



'victims for their own victimization; sex offender treatment
programs deﬁend on a systematié analysis of rape attiﬁudes,

émong other things, if they are going to succeed; and community J>
action programs begin with re-education efforts to éhange‘
rape~supportivé'attitudes as the basis for other actions.

What do we mean byvrapewsupportive'attitudes, and a rape;
supéortiye culture? kThere are many beliéfs in ouxr culturé whiqh
biame the victim for being rapéd, whichAdehy the possi%ility'-
of rape, and which ciaim that the victim wanted and en%oyed heing
raped{ (The items in our Rape Myth Acceptance scale listed in
Table & describe these beliefs, and measure adherence to‘them.)
IA addition‘to beliefs and attitudes relating specifically to
rape, a number of other.attitudes, such as sei role ste;eotyping,
sexuai.consexvatism, acceptance of interpersonal violence, and
beliefs‘thaﬁ sexual relationships»between men and women are
adveﬁsarial in nature (a "battle of the sgxes“ philosophy),“haﬁe.
xgeen‘analyzed by bothicriminologists and feminists as feeding
,;and supporting victim—blaming attiﬁudes._ These attitudés effeéﬁ_
ively support rape, because they do not op@ose it in any way
in‘the actions of‘victims, the general puﬁlic and potential
sexual assaiiants.

Victims' actions in reporting assaults to authorities)
seeking medical or counseling attention, and théining suppoxt

from friends and family members depend on their own beliefs



ﬁiespect té assailants and potential assailants, family and

about rape. The'more they accept the‘idea that women ask for
and desexve to be raped, and that their own behévior~is somehdw
responsible for their victimization, the less tﬁéy will tell
anyéne, the less social sﬁpport and assistance_they’willkreceivé,
and the less aufhorities will know about the true extent of rape
in their community. 7 |
The‘éffects of'rape«supportive4attitudés‘on‘;riéhds and
famiiy members are twofold. With respect to victims, such
pbténtial support people may deny support and actually increase

the victim's emotional trauma by questioning her behavior,

~ her motives, and her responses; causing her to doubt the Jjustice

of her own complaint. They may impede law enforcement efforts

by éonvinbing~vi¢tims{that no one would believe their story

' or that the fact of victimization is so shameful that victims

- should not make it public by réporting to authorities. With

' friends who hold'rapé—supportiﬁe-beliefs may make excuses for

actual assailants by blaming the victim,‘or‘by downgrading or -

denying that any serious injury was done to the victim (this

is especially likely in date rapes and bar pick-up rapes).

|~ Attitudes and beliefs need not actively encourage assault in

ordexr to be rape—supportive.‘ All they need to do is passively
pexmit, dismiss or deny the seriousness of an assault in the

vast majority of real -life rape situations which do not fit



our extreme cultural stereotype of a "real" rape. This provides

i

potential assailants with the practical assurance thatéthey can
: I

plan rape situations which contain little real danger of capture
or conviction. |

Finally. rapists themselves hold rape~éupportive attitudes
and use them to excuse or deny their behavior after theﬂfact.
ATheir attiﬁu&es may also serve as psychological releasers or
neutralizers, allowing potential rapists to turn off soéial
prohiﬁitions againét injuring or using others when they want
to commit an assault.

_Becaﬁse.we believe that rape-~supportive attitudeg azé impoxr-
tant, and are so pervasive as to constitute a rapa—supportive
‘culture in tha United States today, we designe& our research

to investigate them.

Regegarch Rationale and Degian

V,Rape~gupportive attitudes havéreceiQédnlittle resesrch
 attention until the National Rape Center began fﬁnding studies
‘like the present one, aitﬁough the theoreticél underpinniﬁgs
havé baen deVeloéea by feminists and criminologists over ﬁhé
past several ysars. We designed our research to test the
assumptions which these thecretical analyses had produced.

We wanted to (1) measure rape myth écceptance directly;

(2) measure related attitudes and aszess how much they were



related to rape myth acceptance; (3) find out if convicted

rapists in treatment shared these atfitudes; (4) find out if
social service workers who had professional contacts with victims
and aesailants shared these attitudes; and‘(S) deﬁermine whaf
effects rape myth acceptance and other poLentlally rape—euppottlve
attltudes had on labellng particular 91tuatlons as rape and
'judglng the severity of punishment deserved in such situations.

To accompllsh these objectlves, we designed an interview,
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schedule whlch measured rape myth acceptance,fse .role. Atereo-
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adversarial sexual bellefs,bseveral personallty and background
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varlablea, and reSpondenes{ contacts thh vxctlmekand assailants,
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1ncludlng their own exparlences as one oxr the other. We also

developed v1gnettes whlch descrlbe deferent rape 61tuatxone,b
and esked'respondents how much they thought each situation‘was
a' rape, what they thought of the victim and assailant in the

/
éituation, and how likely they would be to convict the assailant.

'We adnlnlstered this 1nterv1ew Schedule to 599 randomly sampled
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members of the general public in Mlnnesota, aged 18 and abOVe;
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to 99 soc1a1 ﬂeerCu workers wlth a hxgh probablllty of contact
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in two sex Offender treatmaent programs.
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Resultse

Characteristics of Samplas. Table la-c gives the bazic

background and demogréphic characteristica.of the gener al public
(GP) sample, the social service workexr (SW) gannle, and the
rapist (R) sample. On the average, the social workers are
YOunger,.better educated, earn more money, have ﬁore female
requndégts; and héve mucﬁ mére experience'with Eothkvictims

and aséailants than the general‘public. Rapista.are youngex,
less well educated, earned less money bsfore conviction, and,
for obvious reasons,vhave mora male respondents and more exper-—
ience with victims and assailants than the general public,

The most outwtanalnq facb aLoLt th rapist sample ig.the~amﬁunt
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of phjle;l abL 53 ana v1olenc ?@gngxpgrienced”taward themselves

as children, in thelr narents marrlaqeu,rand in _thelr-own
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maxriages. hese floure& ranjﬂ Lrom 2 to 8 tl__- higher for
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the rap ts Jthan for either the social worker or dgensral public

‘sawPle.
,f; o

Pargonality Scale Develonment Wa created two scales and
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used Rosenberg s _Self-Esteem ccale as a third pakmonalltj ne asure.
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Table 2 gives the final items, the item~to~total correlations
obtained from the general public vamola, Cronbach'’s alnha (a
measure of internal consistency), and partial distributions of
each sample on eéch item for the three personalilty Scales: Cwn

Sex Role Satisfaction;'Romantic Self Image, and Self-Esteem.,



'In fable 2, the social worker sample reports the most
satisfaction with their own sex role performance, follpwed-by
thé,general public sample and the rapiét-sample° This same
pattefn holds for general self~esteem,’aé measureé by Rosenberg's
Scale;.but not forx ﬁomaﬁticreelf image, on which the rapists
moutly réaemb le the general public, Tha e results suppovt the
Eheoretical expectation that rapists are peop;e with Jou aelf"
qunfxaence, who uoe v101ence—to hclp themselves feel 1n éégé;él
The Faqt that they do not feel part*cularly 1nadequate in ‘

pmciflcallv sexual ways, as measured by the romanulc self

1mage scale,ﬁngcests that general self-dissatisfaction ratherx

than sexual 1nadequacy lies behlnd theix asuaulttve behavior.

v e e e eemmben & O

o Attltté@ SC“le Davelopment. We created four scales to

measure attitu&es we believed were theoretically relevant to
rape myth acceptance: Sex Role Stereotyping, Sexual Conservatism,

VAaversarial Sexual Beliefs, and Acceptance of Intexpsrsonal

//Violence, TablevB gives the final items, the iﬁem-to—total

"corieiations obtainea £rom the general public sample, Cronbach's
%i?ha; and partial diﬁéiibuﬁiohs of each sample on each‘item
for these ﬁour.scales. | |

 In Table 3, thevgenéral public sample displays the most
consistently cdnservative and stereotyped attituaes, and the
soclal workers display the most liberal and nonstereotyped.ones.
.fhe raplots tend to er*eSu'aLtltudGS cloger to those held by

T

the soc1al.wo;ker§fﬁ.Thls pattern reflects the lmpact of the
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tréatmentwprograms in which the rapists participate. These
prégrams place héavy emphasiag on changing stexaotypea attitudesn
whichltha rapists originally held when they entered the programs,
These rapists in treatment have clearly gétten ths progzamé'
verbal messages; at least well enocugh to réport them béck in an
iﬁtetview;

Rape Mvth Acceptance. Table 4 reports the final items,

item-to~-total correlations from the general public sample,
| | , |
Cronbach's alpha, and partial distributions of each»saﬁple on’

|

each item for the Rap2 Myth Acceptance scale.

Again, we found the pattern of most stereotyping cccurring

among the general public and least cccurring among the social

Aggf§§§§iny;th rapis£$ in betweenwbut tending more in thg non-
'ste;@ctypgﬁmdi#gctioneA These expreéged atéitudeg among thé
rapists interviewed reflect their.pérticipation in treatment.

Seﬁeral items are not‘included in therfinél Rape Myth
Aéceptanée scale,-but do'pick up some self;jﬁstifying or excusing
rattitudes among the rapist sample. Thé rapists agreed with thé
foliowing statements‘sigﬂificaﬁtly moxre thén did either the
genéral’public or the sociai workexs s

e Any healthy woman can resist a rapist. (% agreeing:
25%-R; 15%-GP; O0%-SW)

© Women who have raps fantasies may believe that they
actually have been raped. How often do you think thisg
happens? (% somatimes, frequently or always: 33%-R;
22%-GP; 18%-SW) - ‘



10 -
e The amount of false reporting of rape iz about ths same
as for othexr crimes (% disagreeing: 58N~Q¢ 46%-CP; 43%-SW)

e The majorlty of known rapldts are psychoti (%'agreeihg:
28%-R; 14%-GP; 18%-SW) A

@ What percentage of women who repoft a rape really
consented to intercourse but were ashamed afterwards?

(% estimating 1/2, 3/4 or all: 28%-R: 14%-GP: 6%—-5SW)
‘Interestingly, in light of the general public's idea of
Arape,‘ggs; of the rapists themselves do ggg_éee‘raﬁe as coﬁpuisive

sexual behavior. In resgonse to the‘item, “Thekrapist iz a man
who cannot cantxol\hi@ BeX drive,"‘ 32% of the éenaiél public
and'zé% of the social workers, but only 17% of the rapists

-agx@ed even gllghfly that a rapLst iz sBomeone out of Cuntrol
cOupled with the facts that virtually all of the raplsts reperteﬁ :
'plannlng théir assgaults to some 6egree,‘and that vexy few of |
them géVe sexuél gratification aé.a ﬁotive fqr their behévior}
6ur data indicateithat‘gggéﬁgérapistg, at least, see their 
behavior ém prlmarlly aggresrlve, noL as. lemwrvly seyual

/e . e

/ Racial StCTthVpqu. Reaponses to two questlons reveal

the éxtent to which pesople still believe the stereotype that
rape is an interracial crime of black men against white women.
While 7Q%iof‘the general public believed that gwblaqk man and

a white man were equally likely to commit rape, of those remaining

R L Ak AC At

30% who thought the pwobabllity unegual, twice as many believed

B

a black man more likely to rape than a white man. The generuih

pUbJLC xeported the converse with respecL to Lhe likelihood of



11
being victimized. 50% believed a black and a white woman had

equal chances to he sexually assgaulted, but of the 50% who

thought the probability unequal, twice ag many believed a white

woman would be raped ag a black woman.

¢ausa1 RelétionshipsénPrediCtiﬁq Rape Myth Accaptance. ﬁsing
tﬂe causal structure we predicted in the original résaazch design, 
we can explain 47% of the variance in Rape Myth Acceﬁtéﬁc&.
Figure 1 shows the causal relationships which path aﬁalytic
technigues reveal among selected backg#cund variableé (age, éaﬁ—
cation; occupation), measured persénality variables, contact and
.experiencé variables, attitude variables, and tﬁa Rape Myth
Acceptance scale. Figure 1 shows that Acceptance pf‘intérpsrsggglA
Violence has*tbe strongest direct effect onu3a§e Myth Acceptance,
fol}qwed by education, Adversarial Sexzual Beliefs, and S@g |

Role Stereotyping. The personality variables Romantic Self

Tmage and Self-Esteem each affect Advexrsaxrial Sexual‘Baliefg,and

/ .
/ re

/AggepﬁanggvofAInterpersonal.Violenéé@ Both age and education

' affect'the attitﬁde variables, and all three of the background
'variables havé a glight im@act on the persdnality variables.
Beiow we 1list the direction of the strongest relétioh@hips foﬁnd

in Figure 1:

@ the more the Acceptance of Interpersonal Viclence, the.
more the Rapas Myth Acceptance:

© The more the education, the less the Raps Myth Acceptance:



® the more the Adversarial Sexual Beliefs, the more the
Rape Myth Acceptance; |

| |

e the more the Sex Role Stereotypxng, the more the Rape
Myth Acceptance; %

© The better the Romantic Self Image, the less the Adver-
© sarial Sexual Beliefs, Sexual Conseérvatism and Acceptance
-of Interpersonal Vioclence; ’

@ the better the Self-Esteen, the less the Adversarial
Sexual'Beliefs'and Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence;

) the more v1ct1ma known, the less the Adversarial Sexual
Bellefs,. ' ’

o  the older, the more the Adversarial,Sexual Beliefs,
Sexual Conservatism, and Sex Role Stereotyping;

i e the better educated, the better one's Own Sex. Role'

i © Satisfaction and Self-Esteem, and the less the Sex Role
Stereotyping, Adversarial Sexual Beliefs, Sexual Consar—
vatism, Acceptance of Interpersgonal Violence, and Rape.
Myth Acceptance.

These observed relationships strongly confirm the theoretical
constructs with which we began this research, and Support the

fruitfulness of this research approach.

Predictinq the Probability éf Labéiiﬁd,a Situation .a Répé,'

The interviéw presentéd eaéh respondent with a case study
ofva rape Situation, and asked the respondeht to ﬁudée how much
ihe situatién was a rape, and how likely he or she would bhe to
conyict‘the assailant in the situatioﬁ. VInterviewefs also
‘reCOrded thevresp0ndenté' perceptions of the woman énd the man
(tﬁe victim and the assailapt) in the rape aiﬁuationg Figure 2
shows Eﬁa causal relationships.amcng pérsonality and attitude
variables, Rape Myth Acceptance, perceptions of thé victim and

assallant, and the probability of labeling the situation a rape. §



Perceptions of.the victim and assailant have the s;rongeét
effect on the probability of labeling a situation a ra#e.4mRapé
Myth Acceptance has a slightly weaker impact: Explaining the
perceptions themselves is a little hardef, given the data
available. Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence tends to cause
more positive feelings toward the assailant, and to hqﬁe no
gfﬁegtvonfperceptions of the victim., Rape Myth Acceptance, 
Sexua1“C§nservatism_and Adversarial Séxual'Beliefs have slight,"
if any, impact on‘perceptions of the victinm, an@ no impact on .

perceptions ofthe assailant. The strongest relationship revealed

L LT

in the entire analysis is the one between Self-Esteem and

e Lt - e

Accegzggﬁgwgfklnterpersonal;Violencg:;the,higher the self-

Srdsab it

esteem, the less acceptable such behavior . All together, we
can predict 9% of the variance in labeling a situation a rape,

in the legal context used for the case study in this rescarch.

>"Predicting the Probability of Convicting. In the same case

study used to assess labeling as rape, rgspondents were also
,)ésked how likely they would.be;to convict‘the assailant in theA
;/case.‘ Figure>3 showsthe causal relationshifs'amohg attitude |
“variables, Rape Myth Accepténce, perceptioné of the victim and
assailant, and the probability of convicting. -Again, perceptions
~of ﬁhéAvi¢tim and assailant play the dominant causal r01e~-fhe 
nore positive toward the assailant, the 1ess1likely to chvicﬁé
ggéﬂﬁhe“more positive toward the victim, the mqrngikely to

convict. Using the variables in the model, we can explain 16%

of the variance in probability of convicting., Rape Myth Acceptance
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does not affect probability of convicting directly, but does
impéct on perceptions of the victim, which in turn influences-

" conviction.

Policy Implications of the Research

The spccese we'haVe had inbmeaSuring'rape hythvacce?taﬁce,
eﬁd in predicting ocher variables which affect it, strongly
supporté the analysisAof rape—supﬁorfive beliefs advanced by.
feminists, some criminologists, and‘rape supporc workers.i It
is the first step toward developing systematlc basic descrlptlve
data about rape beliefs, and beglnnlng to understand thelr

ksoﬁrces. Although this work must be looked on as preliminary;
and mofe reseaxch will.follow to corroborate our findihgs, we
might venture some conclusions abqut what appear to us~£o be
outstanding findings. The strongespminflueﬁceﬂon‘rape myth

acceptance is an approv1ng attltudc toward 1nterpersonal Vlolence.

Such approval of v1olence also contrlbutes toward perce1v1ng

/ R PR ‘m'»“.,-g RN L

"a seuxal assallant as p051t1ve thereby reduc1ng the probabllltles

B it

L 2 e

B et

bf labellng a situation a rape and conv1ct1ng the assallant

- e e s
b pninr s

The strongest predlctor to Acceptance of Interpersonal Vlolence

o et

15 self esteem and education impacts directly and. substantlally

T
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on both self esteenm and acceptance of v1olence, as well as

e emii e

dlrectly on Rape Myth Acceptance. These data suggest the overall

e et e B * it

liberalizing and de-stereotyping effects of education. They

also suggest that, in addition to direct attacks on'rape4supportive

apyitudcsxw§§gioggwe£foxtswﬁo.change“the‘atmosphere of violence

and ‘brutality in_ generql W111 have important consequences speci-

L3t £ '

fically foxr rape.



TABLE Ia

CHARACTERTSTICS OF SAMPLES

Characteristic GP sample SW sample R gampla
Age. mean = 44 33 27
Sex. % female = 60 70 0
gggpatianev mean years = 12.6 ’ 17.0 - ll.8v

Occupation (Duncan's : : R '

SES geale). mean = 29.5 62,4 28,5 bafore conviction,
if they were wOrking.
14- of rapists wer

vagToyeu or erratic-

ally enployed for ths
yeat prior to convic-
tion.

Ingome. mean = 11,000 $17,500  $8,500 £or rapists who had
. _ an incomz for the yeavr
prior to conviction.

Marital Statu ' , A
% pregently u rriea = 65.7 59.6 25.0
% never maxried = 174 18.2 55.6

Ethnicity. % pexrceiving

themselves as having an : - :

ethnic. identity = . 43,0 - 50.5 - 36.1

Contacts with Victims. - o : ' ' '
"% knowing one or more = 27.2 86,9 - 6l.l exoludlng the people
: ' : : : they v1ct1mlzed

Contact with Asgsailants.

% knowing one or more = 14,8 60.6.  '52.8 excluding assailants
: in treatment progranm.
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TABILE Xb -~ Respondeﬁts' Sexual Victimization
: Experiences i
‘ Ny
, Females Males
o/, reporting: GP (N=328) sw (N=70) _GP (N=258) SW (N—~29) R (N 35"
a. "forced sex against ’ .
your will" 8.4 21.0 1.7 2.2 36.0
b. "unsuccessful attempt - . v
. to force sex" 26.6 36.4 9.6 12,2 41,7
c. "had sex only because . -
afraid of physical force" 3.2 4.4 0.0 1.1 22,2
d. % reporting a. and/or ‘ '
b. and/or c. 26.4 45.1 10.6 14.1 9.4
- TABLE Ic¢ -~ Respondents' Experiences with Interpersonal

Violence. as Child and Adult

% always ox

% always,
- frequently or

Item g frequently sometimasv
How often did your Parents GP 10% 425
hit you when you were ‘ ” v
grow1ng up? SW 8% - 34%
/ R 44% 72%
" In your family, when you GP 2% 6%.
were growing up, how often ' ‘
did your parents hit each SW 0% 8% -
other vioclently? . '
' ‘ R 14% 28%
In your marriage, how often  GP 3% 6%
doesfdid the husband hit ' ,
the wife? (percentages re-  SW 1% 3%
- - flect only those respondents :
s ever married) R - 13% 25%




TABLE II

PERSONALITY MEASURES

GP sémple SW sample R sample
(N=5%9) (N=99) (N=35)
I-T-T 4
r's  Item o ' a*  pS _a b a b_.
SCALE : Own Sex Role Satisfaction
(Cronbach's alpbha = ,781)
How satisfied are you with:
: your sympathy and undsrstanding .
444 for others ‘ A7%  67% | T2%  89% | 19%  44%
your competence and skillful- . . :
569 ness Claox  eiw | 44a% - 7 | 11% 36%
420 the amount of soéializing you do |28%  40% : 39%  59% 8% 28%
.287 the amount of money you earn 25% 36% 38% 61% 8% 28% |
) o your independence and ability _ ;
538 to make decisions by yourself |51% 6% | 53%  78% ) 27% 47%
your participation in sports ‘
<319 and athletic activities , 26%  36% | 29%  43% | 22% . 42%
: '~ your ability to express your - A ¢ : :
449 emotions | 45%  62% | 45%  68% | 17%  36%
/ your initiative, or "get-up— R : :
562 and-~go" o 43% . 61% | 50%  70% | 25%  50%
‘ your dependability in times _
52 of crisis ss% 72% | 76%  92% | 23% - 58%
yourAattractiveneés to the _ B _
<455 opposite sex , 30%  42% | 316 50% | 25%  39%
SCALE: Self-Esteem
(Cronbach's alpha = .872)
“On the whole, I am satigfied A A
. 559 with myself IR 38%  86% | 57%  87% | 36% 47%




TABLE

- 65

I-n-T
r's Item
I feel I have a numbex of
590  good qualities
Sometimegs I think I'm no
.555 good at all (R)
g I amfable to do things as
545  well as most other people
Sometimes I feel I don't have
<61l  much to be proud of (R)
*I certainly feel useless at
<562 times (R)
: I take a.pssitive attitude
.717  toward myself
. I wish I could have more
,619 regard for myself (R)
All in all, I'm inclined to
.624  think I'm a failure (R)
‘I feel I am a person of equal

~worth, at least on a plane with
, others -

/SCAEE: Romantic Self Imadge

/

. 509

155

- 566

(Cronbach's alpha =.665)

Sometimes I think I'm very
ugly (R} :

I wish I tcook more initiative

in starting romantic relation-

ships (R)

I frequently feel used or
exploited sexually (R)

IY cont.

Poniiin

Gp sW R
a b, a b a b
404 90% | T2%  99% 67% »‘9-2%'
Low - Ad% | 0% G6%| 14 28%
40% 85% | 67% 98%| 4T%  80%
54%  86% 85/ 99%| 42%
28% 53"/ 39% 6é% vzz%_' 33%
3'6.%' a7% | 58% oa%| 33% 53%
22% 32% 61| 1% 20%
59% - 95% | 88% '9»',{., 742%_. 67/
4'1% - .9»3%» 76% "Iioo% A 36‘% | - 61%
16% '47% 22/ .40% 21%  48%
g%  16% | 16%  46% 3/ 7%
36%  73% t46%.‘ ':70% 30% 6}%

61%




. T A‘B_ng IT cont.
IL~T-T ‘ - GP SW ' R
r's  Item A - ..a b a b a b__

I'm frequently anxloug whan :
<191  I'm getting to know somebody (R) |15% 42% | 29%  51% | 17%  31%

Lo
3]
®
[«))
;._I
R

.333% T like the way my face logks 18% 58% | 41%  86%
.396 I usually enjoy sexual activities 40% 77% | 70% 93% | 70% 81%

Dating is more trouble than
338 it's woxth (R) C35%  63% | 57%  79% | 58%  83%

Moat of the sexual relationships
I've had have bheen pretty satis-
JA487  fying : 33% B83% | 52%  81% | 1%%. 36%
I wisgh my partner made 1t easier
: for me to say how I feel about :
A4l our relationship (R) 20% 43% | 42%  64% | 14%  20%

I usually feel free te take the
: initiative when I'm interasted . ‘ , :
-286  in sgomsone : | 8% 27% | 33%  71% | 28%  42%

* a = % giving responses indicating gtyong to moderats self-satisfaction

on item.

§ b = % giving responses indicating strong to slight self-satigfaction
on item. '

"I-T-T x's" = item-to-total correlaticns (each item to the total

/ _ scale eéxcluding that item),‘“
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ATTITUDE MEASURES

|
i

‘i
i

Sstamle

GP sample R sample
. (N=599) (N=99) (¥=36)
S I-T-T o
x's Ttem a* bS a b a b
SCALE: Sex Role Sktereotvping ;
(Cronbach g alpha = ,800) i
2 man should fight when the
- woman with him is insulted by o ,
O45 another man ' 9% 28% 5% 7% 11% 31%
It is acceptable  for the woman C o
U0 to pay for the date 11% - 32% 3% 4% | 11%  31%
2 woman should be a virgin.
.631 when she marries 21%  42% 3% 7% | 11%  14%
There is something wrong with
- a woman who dossn't want to - S
A725  marry and raise a family 6%  18% 0% 3% | 6% 14%
' A wife should never contradict B 4
. 549 her’husband in public 15%  43% 4%  12% | 20%  25%
. A man should be a vxrgln when
.567 he marxleu 15%  35% &% 7% 6%  20%
It is betterx for a woman td
use her feminine charm to’ gct
what she wants rather than
.389  ask for it outright 29% 11% | 2% 6% | 11%  14%
It is acceptable for a woman
to have a career, but marriage _ :
U321 and family should come first 30% - 65% 7%  14% | 17%  31%
It looks worse for a woman to
be drunk than for a man to be : , S
JA466 0 drunk ' 22% 51% 9% 23% 14%% 33%
Therxe is nothing wrong with a - ‘
69 woman going to a bar alone 22%  50% 6%  14% 8% 1i%
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: ™~ ‘ TA B LE IIL cont,
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IoT-T | o A
r's Item a b a b _a h

- SCALE: Sexual Conservatigm
(Cronbach's alpha = .811)

A woman who initiates a sexual
encounter will probably have :
.507 s8ex with anybody 8%  32% 2% 6% 2% 6%

A woman shouldn't give in
sexually to a man too easily .

556  or he'll think she's loose 19% - 60% 7% 27% 8%  31%
Men have a biologically stronger .
442 sex drive than women 17%  47% % 18% 6% 14
A nice woman will be offended
.579 or embarrasged by dirty johkes 149, 42% | 3% 13% | 6% 25%
 Masturbation is-‘a normal .
LA%2  sexual activity 1 9%  23% 2% % 112% 15%

People should not have oral

.505  sex

I would have no respect forx
‘woman who engages in sexual
relagiorships without any ,

411 emotional involvement 209 56% |. 8% 229 119% 21%

145 325 | 0% 4% | 0% 6%

o

Having sex during the menstrual , » ’ ; ,
- ' . “ of . n % A
492 period is unpleasant - 14% - 20% | - 7% 2275 |11%  31%
The primary goal of sexual
intercourse should bes to have ) , , , ,
469  children 4 1A 1R 4% | 2% 8%
Women have tha same needs for
. N v . o~ o :
405 a sexual outlet as men 2% 9% 1% 1% | 3% - 3%

SCAI®E ;s Adversarial Sexual Beliefs
(Cronbach's alpha = .802)

A woman will only respect a man
489 who will lay down the law to herx| 3%  17% 2% 5% 0% 0%
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~_ TABLE III

Item:

cont.

.566

. 562

- 420

,.5

A

-5

-3

80

52

78

81

. 206

-5

©5

 Women are usually sweet until’
"they've caught a man, but then
- they let their true self show

A lot of men talk big, but when

“attract a man

Many women are so demanding
sexually that a man just can't
satisfy them '

A man's got to show the woman
who's boss right from the

start or he'll end up henpacked

it comes down to it, they can't
perform wall sexually

In a dating relationship a woman
is largely out to take advantage
of a man '

Men are ot for only one thing
Most women are sly and wanipu-

lating when they are out to

A lot of women seem to get
pleasure in putting men down.

6%

5%

4%

9%

22%

19%

16%

32%

7%

8%

SCAIE : Acceptance of Interpesrsonal Violence

People teoday should not use

‘Many times a woman will pretend

hoping the man will force her

(Cronbach's alpha = ,586)

"an eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth" as a rule for
living '

Being roughed up ig sexually
stimulating to many women

she doesn't want to have inter-
course because she doesn't want
to seem Joose, but ghe's really)

[€3]
e

[S3]
e

©21%

4%

2%

0%

10%

0%

1%

4%

5%

8%

3%

8%

37%

2%

P

22%

30%

3%

19%

6%

8%

6%

6%

1]_%

42%

11

14%

259%

17%
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T TABLE III cont.
I-T-T
_x's Item a b a b a b
A wife should move out of the ;
.25  house if her husband hits her | 13%  44% O%  35% | 11%  42%
Sometimes the only way a man
~ can get a cold woman turned ’ , ,
<396  on iz to use force 1% 8% 0% 2% 3% 2%
A man i8 never justified in o )
.518 hitting his wife 5o 16% 1% 10% 3% 11%
¥ a = % giving responses indicating strongly to moderately sterec-
i tudes.

typed, conservative, adversarial oxr pro~-violance atti

S b = % giving responses indicating strongly to slightly sterso-
typed, conservatlve, adversarial or pro-viclence attitudes.

LD vtg?t = item~to-total corrvelationsz
scale excluding that item).

(each 1tem to the total
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~_ . TABLE IV

RAPE MYTH ACCEPTANCE
(Cronbach's alpha = .875)

GP sample ~ SW sample R sample
. (¥=599)  (N=99) (N=36)
I-T-T | . | s .
r's Item e : a* b a b a b

" A woman vwho goes to. the homs
of a man on the first date
impliea she is willing to :

.271  have sex ' 23%  50% 2% 10% | 0%  14%

363 »Any female can be raped | 3% 7% 0% 2% 3% 3%

One reason that women falsely
report a rape is that they
’ frequently have a need to call : : ,
.423  attention to themselves 8% 41% | 2% 20% | 6% 22%|

Any healthy woman can resist : ‘
.533 a rapist : 4%  15% 0% 0% | 14%  25%

When'womenféé around braless
‘and wearing short skirts they -
.545 are just aaking“for‘trouble 17% 48% 2% .12% 6% 11%

" In the majority of rapes, the
: victim was promiscuous or had ‘ : ]
.532 a bad reputation 37% . 69% | 0% 0% 8%  14%

If a girl engages in necking or
petting and she lets things get

] out of hand, it is hex fault if _ . :
560. her partner forces sex on her 9%  39% 1% 9% 0% 3%

A woman who gets raped while
- hitchhiking gets what she _ o ‘ ,
.539 - desexrves ’ 10% - 33% | 10%  24% 0% 3%

A woman who is stuck~up and
won't talk to men desexves to | _
.617  Dbe taught a lesson W L17% 1% 2% 0% . 0%

VWomen who have an unconsclous

wish to be raped may uncon-

sciously do something to bring| - :
.512 it on . o 38% 7% | 0% 4% | 3% 6%




el TABLE IV cont.

\\\\‘
-r-T

x's = ITtem a b a b a b
/
I

If a woman getg drunk at a
party and hag intercourse with
a man she's just met there, she
should be conaidered "fair game
to other males at the party who
want to have sex with hexr too, , .s
.598 whether she wants to or not 6%  17% 1% 2% 0% 0

BQ

What percentags of women who
“report a rape do you think are
‘actually lying because they are
angry with the man and want to - :
.561  get back at him o lion  56% | 6% 24% | 3% 50%

What percentage of reported
rapes would you gusss were merely
invented by wowen who discovered
that they were pregnant and
wantéd to protect their cwn ,
.512 = reputation - |10%  53% 2% 20% | 3% 31%

they were raped. How likely
would you be to believe their
gtatemant if the person were:

.355  a. your best friend s% l0% | 0% 0% | e%  14%
.578 b; an Indian womén A lb% ZSB%V l%w 5% | 3%  2E5%
.587 ' ¢. a neighborhood woman 5% 20% | 0% , 4%. 3% 17%
462 . d. a young boy 19%  3e% | o 7% | 3% 36%
.607 e. a black woman Csw oaex | 1% | aw '25%'
.599 £f. a white woman 5%  30% Q% | 6% 0%  22%

% a = % giving responses lndicating strongly to moderately myth-
accepting attitudes. ' '

Sp o= % giving responses indicating strongly to slightly myth-accepting
' attitudes.

TP y's" = jtem—-to-~total correlations (each item to the total
‘ scale excluding that item). o .
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