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Oshkigin Noojimo'iwe, Nagi Wan Petu Un lhduwas'ake He Oyate Kin Zaniwicaye Kte,
which roughly translates to the spirit that renews through fire heals the people
in Ojibwe and Dakota languages, is the final report of the Towards Recognition and University-Tribal
Healing (TRUTH) Project, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to research University-Tribal
relations from an Indigenous perspective. Moving at a speed that fosters trust-building in the wake of
irreparable harms, the TRUTH Project centers relationality and Indigeneity.

In partnership with the 11 recognized Tribes in Minnesota, TRUTH meets one of the calls in the June 2020
executive orders released by the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council (06262020-02 and 06262020-03)

Drawing on academic literature, financial, legislative and archival records, as well as Indigenous oral
histories, this report highlights the ongoing struggle for recognition of Indigenous rights and sovereignty,
focusing on persistent, systemic mistreatment of Indigenous peoples by the University of Minnesota.

Findings indicate that institutional harm has taken many forms since 185], including:

Genocide
The Founding Board of Regents committed genocide and ethnic cleansing of Indigenous peoples for financial
gain, using the institution as a shell corporation through which to launder lands and resources.

Forced removal
Members of the Founding Board of Regents used their positions in government to pass anti-Indigenous legislation
that benefited them and the institution financially.

Land expropriation
The University of Minnesota has benefited from multiple land grabs. To date, TRUTH has mapped 186,791 acres of
land that Congress granted Minnesota between 1851 and 1868.

Wealth transfer and accumulation
In addition, many resources have been extracted from land grab lands retained by the UMN, notably the timber
and mining industries.

¢ The 2020 Permanent University Fund (PUF), which includes mineral leasing, timber, land sales, royalties on
iron, etc. totaled: $591,119,846.

o The PUF was investing in colonial municipalities from very early on in Minnesota's history as a state. Those
municipalities were able to use PUF money for capital projects, and they paid interest back into the PUF.
This circulation of wealth did not benefit any of the Tribal Nations whose land those municipalities occupy
today.

o Without adjusting for inflation, the revenue created by iron and taconite mineral leases between 1890 and
2022 totaled $191,875,315.

o Exploitation and commodification. Indigenous knowledge, culture and practices have been usurped
without adequate acknowledgement. In addition, harmful research practices have been perpetrated by
UMN faculty and researchers for nearly two centuries.

Revisionist history
The term “land grant” is a revisionist narrative that attempts to cover up the harm perpetrated against Indigenous
peoples.

Indigenous erasure

The University of Minnesota has failed to adequately teach the correct history of this land, resulting in the
perpetuation of a lack of knowledge of Tribal sovereignty, Indigenous rights, and benefits of diverse environments
among UMN graduates and Regents alike.


https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/Resolutions/U%20Of%20M%20Repatriation%20Resolution.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/Resolutions/U%20Of%20M%20Tribal%20Partnership%20Resolution.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d402092609d44ab7bac2ead074e7f9c5
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2022/10/17/u-regent-sviggum-wonders-if-morris-campus-is-too-diverse

In light of these findings, the institution must formally recognize the harm and genocide committed
against Native American peoples, including the theft of language, culture, community, and land that
has led to the depressed social determinants of well-being among Indigenous peoples including
education, healthcare, and housing.

We call on the Board of Regents and University of Minnesota leadership to take concrete, meaningful,
and measurable steps toward healing through a comprehensive approach that combines reparations,
truth-telling, policy change, and transformative justice processes. This includes centering the
perspectives and voices of Indigenous peoples, recognizing and respecting Indigenous sovereignty,
providing resources and support for language and cultural revitalization, and ensuring access to
healthcare and education.

The report concludes with detailed recommendations for university leadership in the following areas:

Land Back

The Board of Regents must commit to annual review and rematriation of Indigenous lands.

Reparations in Perpetuity

The Morrill Act stipulates that the Permanent University Fund must be held in perpetuity, as the beneficiary of
perpetual wealth made from Indigenous genocide, UMN must commit to perpetual reparations to Indigenous
peoples.

Diverting PUF Streams
Engage in economic justice, including committing part of the annual investment returns of the Permanent University
Fund in a way that gives back to Native Americans, in perpetuity.

Representation
The Board of Regents must adopt measurable policies that remedy the lack of Indigenous representation in
administration, tenure-track faculty, staff and students on all UMN campuses.

Commitment to Education as Individual and Tribal Self-Determination
Full cost of attendance waiver for all Indigenous peoples and descendants regardless of state of residence.

Enact Policies that Respect Tribal Sovereignty and Cultural Heritage

Board of Regents must enact new Indigenous Research policies that respect the sovereignty and treaty rights of
Indigenous peoples. The Board must also call for Indigenous curriculum requirements for all degree programs so
future graduates are prepared with this knowledge. UMN must also conduct a systemwide inventory of human
remains and items related to Native American Cultural Heritage.

Sites for Future Research
Institutional commitments to fully funding research that continues to explore TRUTH and ways that UMN can be in
better relation with Indigenous peoples.

Meet Trust Obligations

As a federal land grant institution, UMN has trust responsibilities to Indigenous peoples codified by law and upheld by
the Supreme Court.
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TRUTH PROJECT REPORT

This report on the TRUTH Project is the product of many, for that we are
humbly grateful.

We would like to first acknowledge our ancestors for sharing and
passing down the stories of our creation and the teachings that have
guided us for generations. We begin with their progress. We would like
to acknowledge the land / Mother Earth for all that she has given and
continues to give, and for all that has been forcibly taken from her. We
wish to create space for further research that honors the Tribes who

have been forcibly removed from this place now known as Minnesota.

This project would not have begun if it were not for Professor Emeritus
and now Regent, Tadd Johnson. His vision, wisdom, guidance, and
support have been the lifeblood of this project. Chi miigwech to Regent
Johnson for his lifelong leadership in Indian Country. He has battled

relentlessly for the rights of Native Americans.

Miigwech and Wopida Tanka to the Tribal Nations and their appointed
Tribal Research Fellows who have contributed to this research project.
We would like to thank all the Research Assistants who made countless
contributions to the project. The pain endured by the researchers
immersed in this project has been acute; may these pages begin to heal

the wounds caused by the many cuts of colonialism.

Gichi Miigwech to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council (MIAC), their
Executive Director, Shannon Geshick, for all of her coordination efforts
on behalf of the Tribes. We are incredibly grateful for the time and

space Shannon created amid all she does for Minnesota’s Tribal Nations.

Thank you to the faculty members at the University of Minnesota for their
contributions and advice throughout the entirety of this process. We
would like to thank all those who contributed to our Tribal Research

Fellow Training Week and to our Tribal Research Fellow Symposium.
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We are incredibly grateful to Minnesota Transform:
Tracey Deutsch, Jigna Desai, Kevin Murphy, and Denise
Pike for their endless support, encouragement, and
access to the resources that kept us on our path toward

recognition and healing.

Thank you to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for
providing our project with the seed grant that was

needed to get this project started.

We are thankful for the radical work of librarians. Chi
miigwech to the Minnesota Historical Society's Gale
Family Library staff and archivists, and collections
specialists as well as the University of Minnesota
Libraries and Archives on both the Twin Cities and Duluth
Campuses, especially Ellen Holte-Werle and Eric Moore

who have been critical to this project.

We would like to thank all of those who have given
space to and protect space for this project, especially

everyone at the Institute for Advanced Study.

With this truth-telling, we offer places within the
institution for prescribed burns, a metaphorical use of
healing fire that brings about institutional policy shifts.
Through the spirit of fire, we seek reinstitution of other
Indigenous practices that will create space for renewal.
In the fertility that comes in the wake of fire, may the
system become an ecosystem that will support the

generations of people who come after us.

The TRUTH Prjec”



THE TRUTH PROJECT

The University of Minnesota recently began taking the initial steps of a long journey towards
healing through a commitment to creating mutualistic relationships with the 11 federally
recognized Tribal Nations who share geography with Minnesota. One of these steps was
restoring the traditional Indigenous land management practice of controlled burns on unceded
Fond du Lac lands.[1] Beginning with the founding Regents’ formation of colonial politcal and
education systems in Minnesota, traditional Indigenous practices were outlawed. Institutions
like UMN replaced traditional knowledge with Western systems that continue to benefit the
lumber industry to the detriment of both the land and Native populations.

Prescribed burns, decisions made collectively about when and where to use controlled fire as a
mechanism of renewal, have been used by Indigenous peoples of this region to steward the
land and offer rich, fertile grounds that support ecological biodiversity.[2] In the reclamation of
this practice, there is a resurgence of species that have nourished and sustained populations
since time immemorial.

Itis in this spirit of fire that we also seek systems renewal. For seven generations, the
University of Minnesota has undermined Tribal sovereignty and Indigenous self-determination,
using genocide and land expropriation to transfer and accumulate the wealth of Tribal Nations.
UMN has participated in the exploitation and commodification of Indigenous knowledge
systems. UMN developed and taught revisionist narratives that attempt to conceal the
systemic harms perpetuated against Indigenous peoples to the financial benefit of the
institution. In its actions, UMN created an environment that centers Western values of capital
gain over the health of the land and the people. It has created a system that lacks the elements
necessary to sustain diversity. It has created an environment where Indigenous peoples have
the lowest social determinants of well-being.

We seek an environment where Indigenous peoples can thrive.

The Towards Recognition and University-Tribal Healing—TRUTH—project is a grassroots,
Native-organized, Native-led, community-driven research project that offers multiple

[1] Boerigter, “Ojibwe Firefighters Restore Fire to the Cloquet Forestry Center.”
[2] Northrup and Panek, “Understanding Oshkigin Spirit of Fire (Panel Discussion).”



recommendations on how the University community can be in better relation with
Indigenous peoples.® Few universities had ever considered the contemporary impacts of
the land dispossession that created the Morrill Act of 1862 until Robert Lee and Tristan
Ahtone published, “Land Grab Universities” and Minnesota Indian Affairs Council (MIAC)
called for such an accounting of Mni Séta Makoce's land grab.*

In March 2020, High Country News published an exposé about land-grab universities
(referred to as such throughout this document) that touched a deep nerve and catapulted
this issue to mainstream attention, nationally. In Mni S6ta Makoce, Indigenous people are
bringing this conversation to the forefront and situating this issue within the ancestral
homelands of the Oceti Sakowin, and later the Anishinaabeg people. As the original people,
we are from and of this land. The land has a relationship with us that is characterized by
balance, longevity, and care. This relationship was ruptured, in large part, by the state of
Minnesota and its institutions, like the University of Minnesota, which existed prior to
statehood, and was created to encourage white settlement using genocide and ethnic
cleansing in pursuit of Indigenous land dispossession.

In June 2020, two executive orders were released by MIAC which brought Tribal-University
relations to the local level. The first order is concerned with the Repatriation of American
Indian human remains and funerary objects ( ) and the second order is
concerned with fulfilling the University’'s obligations to Minnesota’s 11 tribal governments
( ). Both orders detail a painful history and current harm to be redressed by
the institution. In summary, the “

"where the goal is to build a “long-term relationship based on trust and mutual
respect.”

Shortly thereafter, the University of Minnesota received a Just Futures grant from The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, a portion of which was used to fund TRUTH. The TRUTH
Project seeks to highlight the governmental, community, and individual experiences that
Indigenous peoples have been exposed to through their relationship, or lack thereof, with
the University of Minnesota.”

TRUTH is just one of many recent studies that examine how land expropriation and the
commodification of humans and more-than-human relatives is the basis of western wealth

3 See 2020 MIAC resolutions, in Appendix and online at
4 Lee and Ahtone, “Land-Grab Universities.”
>CURA and Resilient Communities Project. “TRUTH: Project History.”


https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/Resolutions/U%20Of%20M%20Repatriation%20Resolution.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/Resolutions/U%20Of%20M%20Tribal%20Partnership%20Resolution.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/documents/MIAC%20U%20of%20M%20Resolutions%20Release%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/documents/MIAC%20U%20of%20M%20Resolutions%20Release%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/documents/MIAC%20U%20of%20M%20Resolutions%20Release%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://mn.gov/indianaffairs/miacresolutions.html

and the wealth of many universities.® In the months following the HCN article, scholars
began looking into their own institution’s past.” Native American and Indigenous Studies’
Spring 2021 volume was centered on articles relating to land grab universities’ pasts,
presents, and futurisms.®

Locating this Space

The University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus sits in the urbanization of what was once a
lush river valley, approximately midway between two places central to Dakota cosmology:
Owamniamni (colonially known as St. Anthony Falls) and Bdote, the place of Dakota
creation (near the spot occupied by Fort Snelling). Many university buildings overlook the
Mississippi River. Haha Wakpa (The Mississippi River) is the earthly manifestation of the
Milky Way, where this world and the spirit world intersect. It is why Dakota burial mounds
are located along riverways, so the people can return to the stars.?

Bdote, the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, was a place Dakota women
traveled to, to give birth. The water, herbs and plants found near the islands here aid in
birthing and healing processes, and with the help of these medicines, they brought their
children into the world at their place of genesis: Bdote. Dakota people emerged from the
earth at Bdote. Unci Maka gave birth to them here. Dakota people were created by and
from this land.

The sacredness of Dakota birth, life, and death was violently interrupted with the arrival of
European settlers, who used domination and dispossession to feed their insatiable desire

6 Baldwin, “When Universities Swallow Cities;” Yang, A Third University; Stein, “A Colonial History;” Nash,
“Entangled Pasts;” Lee and Ahtone, “Land-grab Universities”.

7 For example: MIT, “Indigeneity at MIT”; Public History Project, “On Listening”; Cornell University, “Assessing
Cornell University's Response”; The Ohio State University, “Grappling Land Grant Truth”; The University of
California System, “Indigenous People’s Day Resolution”; Fanshel, “The Land in Land-Grant: Unearthing
Indigenous Dispossession in the Founding of the University of California.”

8 Lomawaima et al, “Editor's Introduction;” Harvey, “The Wealth of Knowledge;"” Roediger, “Morrill Issues;"
Palmer, “Drawing a Line;” Brousseau, "‘Unrefutable Responsibility”: Mapping the Seeds of Settler Futurity and
Seeding the Maps of Indigenous Futurity."; Akee, “Stolen Lands”; Feir and Jones, "Repaying a debt? The
performance of Morrill Act university beneficiaries as measured by Native enrollment and graduation rates.";
Brayboy and Tachine, Myths, erasure, and violence: The immoral triad of the Morrill Act.”; Kertész and Gonzales,
"We Grow the Ivy": Cornell's Claim to Indigenous Dispossession."; Gavezzi, “Reckoning with the Original Sin”;
Stewart-Ambo, “The Future Is in the Past”; Pleasant and Kantrowitz, “Campuses, Colonialism, and Land Grabs
before Morrill”; McCoy et al, “The Future of Land-grab Universities.”; Ahtone and Lee, “Looking Forward.”

9 Rock “We Come from the Stars.”

10 Stately, “Pazahiyayewin’s Story of Bdote.”
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for land acquisition. By 1858, the United States made 12 treaties with the Tribes in Mni
Séta, often through coercive and violent means, seizing more and more land with each
negotiation."" All of these treaties were broken by the United States.?

In late summer of 1862, the U.S. still had not upheld their treaty obligations, resulting in
famine. Tensions between settlers and Natives flared. War broke out. More than 500
settlers and countless Dakota lives were lost."® At the war's end, more than 300 Dakota
were tried and convicted of war crimes. Abraham Lincoln ordered the hanging of 38 Dakota
men in the largest mass execution in U.S. history. Governor Ramsey initiated settler
citizen bounty payments of up to $200 to those with proof of the murder of a Dakota
person.™

On November 7, 1862, the U.S. Army forcibly marched Dakota, mostly women, children,
and elderly people, 150 miles from the Cansa'yapi, or the Lower Sioux Agency in Morton,
Minnesota, to the concentration camp, Ft. Snelling, located near Bdote. It was winter. They
were not allowed to take any belongings, such as suitable clothing or provisions. Along the
way, settlers attacked and threw rocks and boiling liquids, murdered Dakota babies, and
raped Dakota women.'” Bdote, the place of Dakota genesis, became a place of genocide.'®

The Dakota Removal Act of 1863, a law still on the books today, was signed into law by
President Lincoln and enforced by Minnesota Governor Alexander Ramsey and Senator
Henry Sibley, both founding regents of the University of Minnesota (UMN)."” This law
resulted in the exile of most Dakota people from Mni Séta Makoce. Many Dakota survivors
were put on ships and sent to reservations far from their homelands, separated from their
source of food, their economy, and their sacred cultural spaces. Families were torn apart.'®

Anishinaabeg (Ojibwe, Chippewa) also call this land home. Anishinaabeg trace their roots to
the East Coast, near the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River. The many bands of
Anishinaabeg peoples began to move westward due to a prophecy telling them to travel
until they came upon lands where food grew from the water. The migration inland took
place over many centuries, causing bands to separate, reconnect, and settle in various
locations along the way, including what is now known as northern Minnesota. Other UMN

T MNHS, “Minnesota Treaty Interactive Map.”

12 See MNHS, “Broken Promises,” and MNHS, “The US-Dakota War.”
13 See Holocaust and Genocide Studies, “US-Dakota War.”

4 Routel, “Minnesota Bounties On Dakota Men.”

15 MNHS, “Forced Marches and Imprisonment.”

16 Garagiola and Bernier, “#LandBack.”

7 Minnesota Legal History Project, “1863 Indian Removal Acts.”

'8 Minnesota Legal History Project, “1863 Indian Removal Acts.”



campuses (Crookston, Duluth, Morris) are situated on lands taken through coercive treaties
with Anishinaabeg peoples.'™

The Northern Cheyenne once controlled territory that extended from Minnesota to the
Rocky Mountains. Then, the Northern Cheyenne began to migrate west in the 1680s before
finally being relocated to the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation in 1884.

The Winnebago trace their ancestral roots to central Wisconsin and northern lllinois. The
tribe signed their first treaty with the United States government in 1816 and successive
cession treaties that placed the Winnebago in Minnesota by 1832. Fervor and public
sentiment to remove Indians from the exterior boundaries of the State of Minnesota hit an
all-time high after the Dakota Conflict. Due to this, and in spite of the fact that the
Winnebago had remained neutral in the conflict, the Treaty with the Winnebago, 1837 was
nullified by the U.S government and the Winnebago were forced from Minnesota, forever.

Throughout this document, the terms American Indian, Native American, and Indigenous
Peoples are used interchangeably to refer collectively to the peoples whose nations share
geographical proximity to the United States and/or experiences with U.S. imperialism, and
whom settler-colonial institutions persistently under-resource. While this can result in
similar resource gaps, it is important to recognize each Tribal Nation's unique context when
helping students access resources.

In addition, intentional acknowledgement of cultural and political distinctions must be
consistently centered when creating a list of programs for American Indian students across
the University of Minnesota system. There are different acronyms that are used now to
describe historically underrepresented groups; such as Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color (BIPOCQ), or People of Color and Indigenous (POCI); however, American Indians have a
political status that is significantly different from Blacks or African Americans, Asians,
Native Hawaiians or any other Pacific Islanders, or any other racial classification. The
political status of American Indians, particularly of federally recognized Tribal Nations and
their Tribal members, including in Minnesota, is recognized and affirmed by the U.S.
Constitution’s Supremacy Clause, treaties, U.S. & Minnesota statute, federal & state
executive order, federal court decisions, and administrative regulations. The political status
recognizes inherent rights of American Indians that are distinct from other racial
demographics. The history of the formation of the University of Minnesota as a land grab
institution with the consequence of genocide, exile, and subjugation of the Dakota,

19 See Minnesota Humanities Center, “Relations: Dakota & Ojibwe Treaties.”



Anishinaabe, Cheyenne, and Winnebago (Ho-Chunk), and other Indigenous Nations also
brings more to bear on this distinction of identification and circumstance.

172 Years of Silence and Erasure

The people responsible for Dakota genocide and exile were the men who created this
institution, through a series of violence-backed land cessions, treaties, and war. Every
single person at the University of Minnesota is a benefactor of these policies written more
than 150 years ago. Indigenous peoples had thriving communities before European
settlement. It was an intentional action by the early Regents to build the University in these
places. The Dakota are the original peoples of this land where the Twin Cities campus has
settled. This research shows that the choice to locate UMN so close to the Dakota people’s
place of creation and other sacred sites was just one of several strategic political
maneuvers taken by members of the founding Board of Regents that together equate to
ethnocide and genocide.

In acknowledging the ethnocide and genocide of Indigenous peoples, we also must
acknowledge that universities also have roots in the enslavement of Black and brown
people. The infrastructure of the United States was founded through the abuse of enslaved
Black and Brown People to construct and maintain the development of colonial structures
procured through the ethnic cleansing and genocide land dispossession of Indigenous
peoples. The University of Minnesota is no different, and founders have roots in pro-
slavery groups.?® Though this report centers the founding of the University through the
ethnic cleansing of Indigenous peoples in Mni S6ta Makoce, we implore the University of
Minnesota to also publicly examine and redress instances of injustices perpetrated against
other peoples.

At a University of Minnesota Board of Regents meeting in October 2022, two years into the
TRUTH Project, Vice Chair Steve Sviggum made comments about the University of
Minnesota Morris campus asking if UMN Morris had become “too diverse.”*' Regent
Sviggum had received correspondence from white people saying they were uncomfortable
with that level of diversity. These letters have never been made public.

20 | ehman, Slavery's Reach.
21 See video at UMN, “October 22 Board of Regents.”



According to statistics from the University's Institutional Data and Research (IDR), the
Morris campus is predominantly white (54%). The Morris campus was once an Indian
residential school, and recently bodies of Native American children taken from their
families and forced to attend were discovered in unmarked graves.?* If anyone should feel
discomfort, it is the descendants of boarding school survivors attending UMN Morris. More
details on the Morris campus are available on page 44.

Sviggum's anti-Indigenous ideologies are nothing new to the UMN Board of Regents. UMN
was twice opened with profits from expropriated Native lands. Many of these funds
continue to collect interest and will do so in perpetuity. This report includes a content
analysis of Board of Regents records from 1851 to 1868. Our findings indicate a concerted
effort by the founders of the University to commit acts which equate to genocide.

This history has been buried deep within the Earth, under the banks of the river Haha
Wakpa in the University archives. On the surface, stories of pioneer discovery and
innovation are propagated over the Indigenous narratives that have existed on this land
since time immemorial. These one-sided stories have attempted to erase Indigenous
culture and knowledge to benefit the settler state. Moreover, economic analyses show a
perpetual transfer of wealth from Indigenous communities to Settler communities through
the University of Minnesota.

Many of us are in a moment where we are resisting and reconsidering the design of the
systems that have been built; they are systems in which we all participate and through
which we relate to each other. As a collective, we are facing a global pandemic, climate
catastrophe, racialized violence, and so on. In doing so, we are confronted with harsh
truths of division and of painful histories each day. We uncover that we are not in right
relation with each other, in large part due to the systems of power we've built and due to
the histories we hold. What becomes clear is that systems are conducive to harm, harm to
bodies and to the earth; and this harm is unevenly distributed. This is a pattern held
throughout history, especially within the geo-political nation of the United States. As we
seek solutions that we can all live with (we mean this quite literally), we must contextualize
how we got to this place of inequity, divisiveness, and rancor.

In this pursuit, we must call into question an institution that has been quietly unexamined,
but loudly touted as an entity meant to serve the greater good: the Land-grant university.
Universities that have been granted land through acts like the Morrill Act or the Nelson Act
have often been praised and celebrated as agents of “progress.” But what has not been

22 Buij, “Native American Students Want.”



publicly considered is how these revisionist narratives conceal the truth of how that land
was acquired and what this means in relation to the Indigenous people who lived on and
cared for this land since time immemorial. This has been privately considered by
Indigenous people, but through the mechanisms of settler colonialism, the conversation
and repressive history of Tribal-University Relations has been effaced.

To deepen and further this conversation, this report explores Tribal-University relations
past, present, and future, and how we might fulfill this ambitious goal of getting in right
relation. You will be presented with many dimensions of this issue throughout the 172-year
history of the institution. Nothing here is meant to be the answer, but rather if we are
asking the right questions throughout:

e How might this institution serve as a site of healing rather than harm?

e How do we redress the inequities created through genocide and repression of
Indigenous people and culture?

e How do we repair where settler occupation has erased Native lives, culture, and
histories by exploiting Native lands and resources while displacing Indigenous
people?
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We hope to
remind those
reading this that
countless stories
have been lost
due to
colonization and
removal. Much
of the history
that has been
preserved has
been about us
instead of in
our words.
Because of that
erasure, the
labor of having
to recover and
re-introduce
these stories
about our past is
difficult. It will
take a
continuation of
community
discussions and
research among
our Tribal
Nations and
relatives to
ensure that our
stories are
always given an
equitable space.

-Andy Vig,
Margo Prescott,
and Javier
Avalos, SMSC
Report

Oshkigin Noojimo'iwe,

Nagi Wan Petu Un Ihduwa$'ake He Oyate Kin Zaniwi¢aye Kte

TRIBAL NATIONS'
PRESENTATIONS and REPORTS

Throughout the TRUTH Project, Indigenous research standards have been
used to uplift Indigenous ways of knowing, learning, researching, analyzing,
evaluating, and sharing information. TRUTH was designed to center and
build community. This intentionality allowed the project to remain fluid,
resilient, and led to the decolonization of research practices and creation
of data sovereignty procedures both within and outside the circle of the
project. TRUTH researchers have begun the long process of identifying
methods of healing institutional harms. Our Nations are strong, our people
resilient, and when we come together, we combine our strengths.

Honoring Indigenous methods of oral storytelling, on May 16th and 17th
2022, TRUTH Researchers gathered at the Humphrey School of Public
Atfairs for a two-day symposium. They shared their experiences, findings,
and recommendations to an audience of Tribal and University leaders.

Below are links to the presentations.

Cansa’yapi Lower Sioux Indian Community
President Robert Larsen

Gaa-waabaabiganikaag White Earth Nation
Jamie Arsenault

Gaa-zagaskwaajimekaag Leech Lake Band of Ohibwe

Laurie Harper

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Rebecca Crooks Stratton

Misi-zaaga'iganiing Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

Mike Wilson

Miskwaagamiiwi-Zaagaiganing Red Lake Nation
Audrianna Goodwin

Nah-gah-chi-wa-nong Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Kami Diver

Pezihutazizi / Oyate Upper Sioux Communi
- 43 Samantha Odegom

Tinta Wita Prairie Island Indian Community
Suzelle Sandoval Bellanger

Zagaakwaandagowininiwag Bois Forte Band of Chippewa and

Gichi-Onigaming Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Jaylen Strong

Additionally, several Tribes chose to include a written report. These begin on the following page and are
followed by the University report.


https://youtu.be/L2h0kFuj-2o
https://youtu.be/8bAMsX3OGik
https://youtu.be/Rj4EiXxzwzQ
https://youtu.be/OKErCr7N6Ek
https://youtu.be/5npjlYbkKKU
https://youtu.be/VDU1bhGBUTY
https://youtu.be/AXS9X6dzMUY
https://youtu.be/NajJYr8NGM0
https://youtu.be/BxOH-Sa1TJM
https://youtu.be/dfMsBQjKUEM
https://youtu.be/dfMsBQjKUEM

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

TRUTH Project
Report

June 2022 // Prepared by Laurie Harper, Director of Education and TRUTH Research Fellow
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“Mewinzha iko-ingitiziimag ingii-waa-wiindamagoog
iko gaa-izhibimaadiziiwaad wa’aw anishinaabeg...”
(A long time ago, my grandparents told me how
(we)Anishinaabe lived).

This was how my grandpa began an answer to my questions regarding how he grew up.] He was born
in 1919 and spent much of his formative years with his grandfather at Buck Lake, north of what is now
known as Cass Lake. As he said this part to me in Ojibwemowin, his eyes had the faraway look and |
knew he was reaching back through his memories and into his childhood. What he shared with me
through that interview, and really throughout my whole life, has impacted and guided me through
raising my own children and how | view the world around me, and very specifically our homelands of
Leech Lake Reservation. One topic he spoke about during that interview process was the dams that are
throughout Leech Lake Reservation and the impacts they've had on our family’s ability to thrive and
survive. As a grandmother myself, | am realizing the need to share our family’s stories with my own
grandchildren, in hopes that they pick up where we leave off and that they understand how truly loved
they are, not only by their grandparents but also by our ancestors. | will attempt to answer the research
questions that are listed later in this report, based upon research and interviews through the University
of Minnesota while also upholding my ancestral teachings that, for whatever reasons, Ojibwe elders
throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin chose to share with me.

When this research opportunity was presented to me, | reached out to several employees of Leech Lake
Band of Ojibwe. What | thought of as a great opportunity to finally gain unfettered access to research
information that had rarely, if ever considered us, let alone asked us if we wanted to contribute or
participate in the University of Minnesota’s research was definitely not viewed in the same opportunistic
light. | received responses such as, “Tell the U of M to leave us the hell alone and leave our manoomin
alone and quit researching us and our rice without our permission and knowledge,” and, “Why does
Leech Lake have to write a research report on the egregious harms the University of Minnesota has
perpetuated upon us, when they already KNOW and have ignored us since before Minnesota was even
a state?” As the responses came in, | realized that a lot of us carry the intergenerational traumas and
pains of our ancestors and did not view the research opportunity as favorable or an opportunity to tell
our story through our own lens. So, | turned inward and thought back to my own family history and the
traditional knowledge as well as the traditional ecological knowledge that has been passed down
intergenerationally. And | thought about the disruptions of that historical knowledge and the heart
wounds that my grandfather carried with him, due to the dams placed on Leech Lake and Lake
Winnibigoshish. Without stepping on any other departmental (Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe's Division of
Resource Management and Human Services Division), toes, | determined that researching the impacts
of the dams at Leech Lake and Lake Winnibigoshish was the best way to begin to tell of the roles the
University of Minnesota played in the harms perpetuated against the Leech Lake Reservation Ojibwe
people and how impactful and harmful and disruptive their research has been.

] (personal interview, Alvin Staples, April, 1995).
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Brief history of Leech Lake Research Questions

The Mississippi Headwaters are located in northern Minnesota in the Did the U of M play a

Leech Lake Nation's ceded territory of 1855. The Treaty of Washington role in the research,

of 1855 established the Leech Lake Reservation and also designated building, and design of
“chiefs” or headsmen of the Ojibwe whom the federal government said the dams?

had the authority to sign on behalf of the Ojibwe people. This was
contested by the Mille Lacs anishinaabeg as they had no Wilher wle dis e U o

representation in the treaty negotiations of 1855. It is worth noting here M play?
that until this time, the Ojibwe did not have a “chief” system, as known
by the now contemporary history. The governance of Ojibwe people Did the U of M and the

was consensus and everyone, including women, were part of the Army Corps consider

decision making and advising. Often times, the decisions were made
Leech Lake needs and

after days of deliberation, as each clan community had to agree, which -
. _ . manoomin in research,

is why the “chiefs” were designated and recognized by the federal buildina. desian. and
officials in the treaty of 1855. For the Anishinaabeg, balance and 9 g9

operation of the dams?

representation was key to being stewards to the land and each other

2
and no voice was ever silenced.
Research statement

Brief Minnesota History
The impact of dams on

Minnesota’s legal identity was created in 1849 as the Minnesota manoomin beds, role of

Territory and it became a State on May 11, 1858. The federal the University in

government recognized the Ojibwe, (Chippewa is a bastardized word changing water near
of the colonizers language; Ojibwe/Ochipway and will be written Leech Lake Reservation

throughout as Ojibwe rather than Chippewa) in their treaties with the

Ojibwe (Treaties of 1837, 1847, 1854, 1855), long before Minnesota’s legal identity was created. It should
be noted that Ojibwe people, as well as other indigenous nations, were dealing with onslaught after

onslaught with the Federal government as well as with the Minnesota Territory. Each land cession was
not a one-time deal, but kept coming and coming. My ancestors were dealing with internal disputes
amongst the Ojibwe bands, land cessions that continued to diminish their land base and access to
traditional areas of sustenance AND to traditional burial places. In addition to misunderstandings
created by treaty negotiations that were presented to them in the English language and had to be
translated to Ojibwemowin for understanding.

(personal conversation, J. Shingobe, East Lake, Minnesota, May, 2000)
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Intertwined history of Minnesota and

University of Minnesota

The passage of the Rivers and Harbors Acts of
June 14, 1880 and August 2, 1882 authorized the
construction of dams at each of the six
Mississippi River Headwaters lakes for the
purpose of “augmenting Mississippi River flow
for navigation.” The lakes affected by the acts
are Winnibigoshish, Leech, Pokegama, Sandy,
Cross and Gull. All six of which are located in
the ceded territory of the 1855 Treaty that
established the Leech Lake Reservation and
Mille Lacs Reservation. As stated previously, the
Ojibwe at Mille Lacs protested this signing as
they did not have representation from their
bands at the negotiations. One of the
signers/negotiators for the federal government
was Henry M. Rice, who was served on the
Board of Regents for the University of
Minnesota, 1851 -1859. Henry M. Rice was a fur
trader, who lobbied for the bill to establish
Minnesota Territory (the Louisiana Purchase).
Rice also served as a delegate in the 33rd and
34th Congress from March 4, 1853 til March 4,
1857. Rice not only signed the treaty of 1855,
but also lobbied for amounts to be paid, as he
said the Ojibwe owed thousands of dollars from
the collapsed fur trade. The Ojibwe were
“allowed credit” almost unlimited credit, as long

as they maintained land?

3
Treaties matter website at:
https://treatiesmatter.org/relationships/business/fur-
trade
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Ojibwe people found it increasingly difficult to pay down their debt and when the fur trade collapsed,
due to over trapping, fur traders, including Rice, became treaty negotiators and Ojibwe people began
selling their lands to get out of debt. Fur traders kept the majority of the money due to their government
connections and seats held as congressional members. Rice was invested in the timber industry and
profited from logging Ojibwe land. of Rice maintained his political connections with Washington, DC
and as a United States Commissioner during 1887 - 1888, continued to negotiate treaties with Indians.

The Dams

The Leech Lake Reservoir Dam or Federal Dam as it is known as by locals, is located in Cass County,
Minnesota. It is one of six Headwaters Reservoirs dam sites that are historically significant due to
navigation, commerce, tourism, the Ojibwe people and U.S. Indian policy in Minnesota in the late 19th
century. 3

The Library of Congress’ website claims that the dam enhanced navigation and aided in the
commercial development of the Upper Mississippi River. It also mentions that the dam had a
devastating impact on my ancestors that lived on the shores of Leech Lake. My ancestors fought for a
century with the U.S. government over the damages of flooding of our tribal lands that included
traditional harvesting areas for manoomin, berries and other wild plants and our burial sites. The Library
of Congress refers to this as “the inundation of tribal lands and property.” This researcher had to look
up the difference between the words flooding and inundation. The definition preferred by the
Advancing Earth and Space Science of inundation is: the process of a dry area being permanently
drowned or submerged. That is an accurate portrayal of what occurred to my ancestors that lived on
the shores of Leech Lake.

What is not clearly stated is that Federal Dam did not have the continued economic success for the
Ojibwe people that it had for the non-native settlers and colonizers that were further south along the
Mississippi River, such as the burgeoning settlements of Minneapolis and St. Paul. The research
conducted in the 1800's had more to do with saving the flour mills at Minneapolis and transporting and
floating timber (stolen from the Ojibwe lands) down the Mississippi River, as it was more cost effective
than taking them by horse and trailer or by rail. It really was more about the already populated metro
areaq, than it was about wild, untamed north that was inhabited by my great- grandparents. A timeline
of planning the Dams on and near the Leech Lake Reservation is as follows:

* 1869 - St. Anthony Falls (in present day metro area) nearly collapsed due to excessive
water levels and excessive tunneling

* 1881 Construction on Lake Winnibigoshish begins

* 1882 Leech Lake Reservoir Dam & Pokegama Falls Dam begins

* 1884 construction of Lake Winnibigoshish & Leech Lake Reservoir Dams are complete

* 1885 Pokegama Falls Dam is completed

® https://www.loc.gov/item/mn0391/#:" :text=Significance%3A%20The%20Leech,lands%20and%20property


https://www.loc.gov/item/mn0391/#:~:text=Significance%3A%20The%20Leech,lands%20and%20property

TRUTH PROJECT REPORT page | 06

Relationships

The University hosted the Army Corps of Engineers on its Minneapolis campus for many years at the St.
Anthony Falls Laboratory. Furthermore, that same lab conducted numerous studies for the Army Corps
of Engineers. Those studies show no evidence that the Laboratory ever took the interests of the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe, nor of American Indian people into account. Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe were not
raised in the reports, as if we did not exist The impacts of the dams being built on and near our
waterways of what is now Leech Lake Reservation, has been felt inter-generationally.

The way that the University of Minnesota has continuously worked to shape Minnesota is critical to
picturing the dams in the broad picture. The University has tried to shape Minnesota in a way that works
against American Indian people. It is not just about the dams, it is that the dams are part of a whole
process of re-imaging Minnesota into a place where Ojibwe people are just part of the past.

When we begin by looking at the dams on Leech Lake and Lake Winnibigoshish and Pokegama Dam, we
can place them as one part of the bigger story of Minnesota that the University of Minnesota has
strived to build.

The building of Federal dam has been destructive to the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, on so many levels.
By inundating traditional manoomin beds, it caused starvation for my ancestors. In a time when Ojibwe
were already dealing with theft of their annuity payments through timber and fur barons controlling and
manipulating treaty negotiations, my ancestors were grieving the loss of sustenance of our main staple,
loss of traditional berry and other wild food places and the loss of our ancestral burial grounds near the
waterways. The Federal Dam completely changed the landscape, making traditional homesites and
burial sites inaccessible. While none of these effects were caused by just the University, the University of
Minnesota supported the work of the Army Corps of Engineers in the management of the dam.

Shifting the big picture

Failure to consider what the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe people have to do with what the University of
Minnesota’s Board of Regents in the 1880’s clearly thought was their larger mission: build a northern
Minnesota that was focused on timber and mining. The University supported the Army Corps of
Engineers, and forest products laboratories and forestry departments and so many other capitalist
endeavors that profited only certain kinds of people - non-indigenous businesses and non-natives that
wanted to settle in Northern Minnesota.

The University of Minnesotd’s silence about Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and other indigenous tribal
nations in the University’s lab’s reports, and in the University's Civil Engineering work about dams, the
work of the University in forestry, speaks loudly. It tells Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, that the University of
Minnesota wanted to build a Minnesota with no place for Ojibwe or Dakota or any other indigenous
people.
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In looking at the University of Minnesota’s support for the Army Corps of Engineers in managing the
dams, we are able to see just a glimpse of how the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe were damaged by the
University of Minnesota’s continual erasure of us.

Research Outcomes/Expectations

The work has only just begun. Tribal nations throughout Minnesota need continued access to archival
materials and reports throughout the full University of Minnesota system. University of Minnesota needs
to uphold its duty to educate Minnesotans about our shared tribal-state history through required
undergraduate coursework that builds knowledge and understanding of tribal governments, tribal
sovereignty, and our collective history. All graduate students in fields of public policy, business or law
will be required to take graduate or law school courses of the same nature.

We need a minimum of two Minnesota Indigenous people on the Board of Regents. With the most
recent retirement of the Regent from the 8th Congressional District, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
recommends the appointment of Tadd Johnson, Bois Forte tribal enrolled member to this seat. In the 171-
year history of the University of Minnesota, there has never been an enrolled member of a Minnesota
Indian tribe on the Board of Regents. Of all of the land stolen from the Minnesota tribes, that helped
build the University of Minnesota and thirty-four other Universities, this is opportunity for the University of
Minnesota to begin to make right by the Ojibwe and Dakota people. Tadd Johnson will bring honor and
integrity to the role of a Board Regent and we whole-heartedly support this appointment. There should
always be a minimum of two Board of Regents that are filled by tribally enrolled Minnesota Ojibwe or
Minnesota Dakota people.

The University should ensure that the Marvin J. Sonosky Chair of law and public policy be used to fund
American Indian law and policy scholarship to honor the work of Mr. Sonosky.

Another piece that the University can improve upon: genuinely offer to work on repairing relationships
with Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and other tribes throughout the State. There were individual meetings
that | had with various departments of the University throughout this research, that didn't care if they
had a positive working relationship with us. | was told by three different departmental
representatives/staff /professors, that they tried to contact Leech Lake, but didn't get a response. When
| asked who exactly they reached out to and how, and shared with them the new email addresses
(firsname.lastnameellojibwe.NET), they just shrugged it off. The attitudes from some, not all, university
staff was as if they were doing me a favor by deigning to meet with me.

And finally, my ancestors had the foresight to think generationally and adhere to what their
grandparents taught them, through oral histories, that have often been relegated to “story-telling,” by
University systems. Ojibwe history is oral history that has been handed down generationally and very
intentional in the transmission of it from grandparent to grandchild. Our indigenous knowledge and
ways of being and knowing are just as valuable in our tribal communities as they are in that University
setting. Our traditional knowledge that we carry within us and our knowledge of the world around us is
older than the State of Minnesota and the University system. It is time to welcome our ways of seeing
the world into those academic settings, as our teachings go back to when the Anishinaabe were put on
this earth from the stars.


mailto:firsname.lastname@llojibwe.NET
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The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized, sovereign Dakota Tribe
located southwest of the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. Our Community is built on seven Dakota values
that guide our actions and shape who we are as a people.

Seven Dakota Values

Wécekiya - Prayer
Wéohoda - Respect
Wéwaunsidan - Caring and Compassion
Woéwahbadar - Humility
Woéksape - Wisdom
Wéokiya - Generosity and Helping
Woéwicaka-Honesty and Truth

With these values as a guide, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community believes in being a good
neighbor and it is within that belief that we participate in the TRUTH project. The TRUTH project aims to
provide an opportunity for Minnesota'’s 11 Tribal Nations to tell their stories in respect to the University of
Minnesota'’s history with Native people in what became known as Minnesota. The University of
Minnesota should recognize that many of our relatives are not within the boundaries of this state. Our
Oceti Sakowin relatives should also be given the opportunity to share their stories, since their
experience has also been significantly altered by the colonization that is, in part, represented by the
University system. Their exclusion from this project serves as a continuation of an agenda to define who
we are by non-Dakota people. Today, the tribal governments and communities of the Oceti Sakowin
are located throughout the Upper Midwest of the United States, which includes Minnesota, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Montana, as well as and Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan in
Canada. The Oceti Sakowin consists of:

Tribal governments and communities of the Oceti Sakowin

Mdewakantunwan: Dwellers of the Spirit Lake
Wahpetunwan: Dwellers Among the Leaves
Sisitunwan: Dwellers of the Fish Lake
lhanktunwanna: Little Dwellers at the End
lhanktunwan: Dwellers at the End
Titunpwan: Dwellers of the Prairie
Wahpekute: Shooters Among the Leaves

The TRUTH project should not simply serve as an attempt to gather a list of experiences that Native
people have endured in the University of Minnesota system. Rather, it should express how institutions
like the University have consistently been built to exclude and exploit Native people. Many of those
institutions that have served to oppress our people are connected outside of the University of
Minnesota itself. We hope to remind those reading this that countless stories have been lost due to
colonization and removal. Much of the history that has been preserved has been about us instead of in
our words. Because of that erasure, the labor of having to recover and
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re-intfroduce these stories about our past is difficult. It will take a

continuation of community discussions and research among our Tribal ‘ ‘
Nations and relatives to ensure that our stories are always given an

equitable space. More funding for projects will allow for healing to

begin and be sustained in the long-term. However, this can not only be The word

a place to recount our history. People have only seen us through the Minnesota is

lens of the past for too long and we must advocate for how this system derived from

must change to be more inclusive of Native people.

the Dakota

In order to understand how the University of Minnesota has been words Mni

inextricably linked to the people and institutions that have historically Sétq, which

oppressed us, we need to look no further than the name of the translates to
University itself. The word Minnesota is derived from the Dakota words . .

Mni Séta, which translates to milky, white water and is the traditional mllky’ Whlt.e

name for the Mni Séta Wakpa, which is today called the Minnesota water and is

River. The boundaries of Minnesota are a colonial construct created by the traditional

land speculators and politicians. Dakota people would not have name for the
recognized these boundaries and the name was adopted as a way to e 2

pay homage to the Dakota people without their inclusion and in name Mni S?ta

only. The memorial in part reads: WGkPCb which

is today called

“to show a proper regard for the memory of the great nation, whose the Minnesota

homes and country our people are now destined soon to possess, we

River.

desire that it should be so designc:’red."]

The Minnesota Territory was formed under the Organic Act of 1849 and established on March 3, 1849,
cementing the name that was formed by the men who were in their words “destined to possess” our
homelands and would later seek to remove us from them. The newly formed position of Territorial
Governor would be filled by Alexander Ramsey® Years before Minnesota would achieve statehood, the
University of Minnesota was founded by the newly formed Territorial Legislature and a Board of Regents
was established to articulate a vision for the Univeréi’ry. The Board of Regents is selected by the
Legislature and is therefore inherently linked to the government of Minnesota. The original Board of
Regents are familiar to Dakota people for their work in the fur trade, land speculation, and their efforts
to fight our people during the U.S Dakota War of 1862.

' On March 6, 1852, the Territorial Legislature adopted Memorial No. VI, a Memorial to President Millard Fillmore to request
that the Federal government adopt the name “Minnesota River” for what was at the time called St. Peters River.

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State. Organic Act of 1849. https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-
minnesota/minnesota-government/organic-act-of-1849/.

3 Minnesota Legislative Reference Library. Minnesota Governors, 1849-Present. https://www.lrl.mn.gov/mngov/gov.
University of Minnesota. Board of Regents: History of the Board of Regents. https://regents.umn.edu/history-board-
regentstt: :text=In%201861%2C%20the%20University%20suspended,1867%2C%20when%20the %20University%20reopened

i University of Minnesota. Board of Regents: Role of the Board. https://regents.umn.edu/role-board.


https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-minnesota/minnesota-government/organic-act-of-1849/
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/mngov/gov
https://regents.umn.edu/history-board-regents#:~:text=In%201861%2C%20the%20University%20suspended,1867%2C%20when%20the%20University%20reopened
https://regents.umn.edu/role-board
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Founding Board of Regents -

Isaac Atwater
Joseph W. Furber
William R. Marshall
Bradley B. Meeker
Socrates Nelson
Alexander Ramsey
Henry Mower Rice
Henry Hastings Sibley
Charles Kilgore Smith
Franklin Steele
Nathan C.D Taylor
Abram J. Vorhes
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Some of the names that made up the initial
Board of Regents are memorialized throughout
Minnesota. As Dakota people we named our
homes and the landscape after the resources
provided to us by Ina Maka (Mother Earth), such
as Canhasar Paha (The Hills with Whitish Bark),
Makato (Blue Earth), or Mni la Tanka (large or
great water). Some of our homes were named
for where our villages were located, such as
Tinta Outnwe (Prairie Village). Many of the
names associated with the Regents are from
one of Minnesota’s 87 counties, parks, streets,
statues, or other ways of honoring the
“pioneers” of Minnesota. Much like the shape of
Minnesota, the counties are reflective of
political and economic concerns and the
naming of them is mostly done out of
patronage to the powerful people at the heart
of the systems that were designed to oppress
Native people. Some of the names do reflect
the stories and traditions of Native people.
These names were also put into place to
“honor” those people that would one day be
but a distant memory of the past. Some of the
same people would also become leaders of the
newly formed Minnesota Historical Society,
which was formed by the Territorial Legislature
on October 20, 18496 Sibley, Meeker, Ramsey,
Rice, and Steele would end up serving as
founding members of both the University of
Minnesota and the Minnesota Historical

Society.”

5 University of Minnesota. Historical List of Regents.
https://regents.umn.edu/sites/regents.umn.edu/files/2
021-
03/BOR%20Historical%20List_Table_March_2021.pdf.

é Minnesota Territorial Legislature, 1849.
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/1849/0/General+Law
s/Chapter/42/pdf/.

7 Ibid


https://regents.umn.edu/sites/regents.umn.edu/files/2021-03/BOR%20Historical%20List_Table_March_2021.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/1849/0/General+Laws/Chapter/42/pdf/
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Throughout the treaty years, some of the most prominent leaders of the University of Minnesota
enriched themselves with the resources of our homelands. For example, the fur trade granted Henry
Hastings Sibley significant wealth, while the animals that Native people depended upon were
overhunted, destroying the delicate balance that is essential to care for our home. The fur trade is
sometimes seen as a period of relative peace, goodwill, and mutual benefit between Native people
and Europeans and later Americans. However, this period would prove disastrous as we suffered from
new contagious diseases, declining animal populations, and the increasing conflict with other tribes as
Native people were continuously shifted from landscape to landscape as manifest destiny became
reality. Franklin Steele was involved in trading goods on credit to Native people, a practice that would
continuously drive-up débts. Having less land meant that our people had to become more reliant on
western ways of farming and the selling of lands to cover the costs of goods needed to survive. When
the fur trade began to decline in the 1840s, the interest of the state moved towards the next
extractable resource, the land.

Before Minnesota would achieve statehood, the leaders of the state, and the University of Minnesota
had already begun acquiring lands from the Anishinaabe and Dakota people. For Dakota people, the
first treaty was signed in 1805 for a piece of land that would be designated for a fort, which would
become Fort Snelling. Only two of the seven Dakota leaders that were present signed the agreement
and were misled as to the true intent of the agreement. It was not until 15 years later that the fort was
built, but the push for Dakota lands would continue through the treaty process. In 1837, a treaty was
signed giving up the first portion of Dakota lands within the future state boundaries. It would also be
the first treaty that included lands upon which the University of Minnesota stands today. Traders would
later claim they had debts built up from past interactions, so treaty payments never went as far as they
should. The encroachment of settlers, strong government pressures, and an uncertainty about the future
set off a chain reaction that would result in the loss &f more of our homelands.

Many Dakota people did not want to give up lands but the government would not take no for an
answer, leading some treaty negotiations to stretch on for days. The Dakota experienced the largest
loss of land in 1851 and were placed on a small strip of land along the Minnesota River, including the

rest of the land where the modern-day University of Minnesota -Twin Cities sits today. Another founding
regent of the University, Henry Mower Rice, was involved in the negotiations along with Ramsey and
Siblley. Negotiators ensured that their debts and those of their friends were taken from the Dakota by
signing an additional document that would come to be known as the “the Tradéls’ papers.”

8 Rodney C. Loehr. “Franklin Steele, Frontier Businessman.” Minnesota Historical Society, 1946. Pg. 311
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine /articles /27 /v27i04p309-318.pdf.

9 University of Minnesota. Radio Station KUOM. 1949."The Sioux Treaty." University of Minnesota Libraries, University Archives.;
Accessed May 03, 2022. https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll171:2025. This radio’program in part depicts the 1851
Treaty. The depiction features a racist portrayal of Little Crow and shows how generations of Minnesotans'weretaught about
Native American history.

MNOPEDIA. Henry Mower Rice (1816-1894). https://www.mnopedia.org/person/rice-henry-mower-1816-1894.

11 Lucile M. Kane. “The Sioux Treaties and the Traders.” Minnesota History Vol. 32,2, 1951

http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine / articles /32 /v32i02p065-080. pdf.


http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/27/v27i04p309-318.pdf
https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll171:2025
https://www.mnopedia.org/person/rice-henry-mower-1816-1894
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/32/v32i02p065-080.pdf
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Being one of Minnesotd’s first U.S Senators, Rice was also involved in the formation of a program that
Wou|d20|||ow the United States government to issue land scripts in exchange for un-surveyed federal
lands.” The 1851 Treaty also paved the way for the University to get nearly 50,000 acres of land to
financially support the institution, which was deferred to ensure that the maximum benefit could be
achieved for the University as laid out in an 1853 Regents report to the Legislature. ™

“The two townships of land donated by Congress to the University, have not yet been located. It
was thought advisable to defer the location till after the ratification of the Indian Treaties, in
order that wider range might be afforded to make a selection most favorable to the interest of
the institution. The matter is of great consequence to the interest of the University, and will
receive the attention of the Regents as early as practicable.”

Although 1858 is typically recognized as the year Minnesota achieved statehood, to the Dakota, it
meant another treaty and more broken promises. Our people traveled to Washington D.C. and were
pressured to negotiate against a government more concerned with the acquisition of land than the
well-being of our people.

As conflict between the Dakota people and the United States government began, Alexander Ramsey,
acting as governor, would appoint Henry Sibley as a commander of forces to fight the Dakota people.
Throughout the conflict, Governor Ramsey encouraged the idea of removing the Dakota people from
Minnesota. In a speech to the Legislature on September 9, 1862, he advocated that “The Sioux Indians
of Minnesota must be exterminated or driven forever beyond our borders.” Even after the six-week
conflict had ended in Minnesota, Sibley continued to pursue and fight against our people in the Dakota
Terrifory.]é Between September 28 and November 5, 1862, a rapid and unfair series of trials were held
at Camp Release and the Lower Sioux Agency with as many as 42 cases being heard in a single day.
Legal representation to help the Dakota navigate the system that would decide their fate was not
allowed and the evidence was lacking. When President Lincoln received the names of the condemned
prisoners, he ordered “the full and complete record of their convictions” for review. Because of the
manner in which the trials were conducted, Lincoln’s review lowered the number of condemned from
303 to 39 with one being reprieved. The review was not done in favor of seeking out justice for the
Dakota, but rather to quiet angry settlers. After the trials concluded, the condemned were marched to
Mankato, while a group of 1,658 Dakota were marched to Fort Snelling. Most of the Dakota that were
marched to Fort Snelling were women, children, and elders. Many people died along the way or soon
after their arrival at the camp. There is not an approximate number because the government didn't
treat the Dakota as people.

12 Lycile M. Kane. “The Sioux Treaties and the Traders.” Minnesota History Vol. 32,2. 1951.
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine /articles /32 /v32i02p065-080.pdf.

13Kendra Anderson, Ashlyn Behrman, Catalina Grimm & Franklin Pulkrabek. “The Legacy of a Land Grant: The University of
Minnesota Reckoning with a History of Land Acquisition and Indigenous Displacement.” December 22, 2021.
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/68c189902c5e4997a69ccc8f4f059951.; According to an early history of the University,
Franklin Steele also donated the first piece of land that the University accepted. John Gilillan, John Bachop. Minnesota
Historical Society. https://www.loc.gov/item /18018933 /.

¥ Exhibit panel D.10.b.4.a. pg. 88

BSwilliam Millikan. “The Great Treasure of the Fort Snelling Prison Camp. Minnesota Historical Society

16 |bid.
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At Mankato, 38 Dakota men were hung on December 26, 1862, in the largest mass execution in United
States history. The United States government continued to pursue the Dakota through a bounty system.
The largest payout was for the Dakota Itancan Taoyate Dita, who was gunned down near Hutchinson,

Minnesota in July of 1863, while picking berries with his son. His bounty was worth $500. Other leaders

such as Sakpedan and Wakan Ozanzar were also pursued by the government. They were drugged,
kidnapped, and brought to Minnesota for their trials. Ultimately, they were hanged on November 11,
1865, at Fort Snelling. Together, the condemned men are often referred to as the 38 plqu. Most of
the Dakota that surrendered or were captured ended up at Reservations in Crow Creek and Santee.

Proper burials were not given for the Dakota that died on the way. In cases when someone died along

the river, the body was simply tossed from the boats. Some Dakota were allowed to stay in Minnesota,

while others returned to our homelands throughout the late 1800s. After decades of deceit our exile
was made into law in 1863. During this time, numerous business deals and laws that would benefit the
University, both directly and indirectly, were put into place.

While our people were imprisoned at Fort Snelling, those who had benefited from enriching themselves
at the expense of Native people continued to do just that. Franklin Steele gained the contract to
provide provisions for the prisoners, which allowed him access to a list of |orison<=,-rs].8 A contract that he
was able to obtain from his relationship with Henry Sibley (Steele’s brother-in-I6w). He utilized this
information and opportunity to purchase land scripts at a vastly reduced price, which he later used to
purchase mining and timber lands out west. Those funds were eventually joined with others to form the
Northwestern National Bank in Minneapd!%.  These interconnected relationships between economic,
political, and societal interest are of at least an indirect benefit to the University. The University directly
benefited from the enactment of the 1862 Morill Act, which allowed the selling of land to fund the
UnivefSity.  This law would serve as an important financial tool for the University because the 1860s
marked a time of financial hardship resulting in the institution suspending opera’rier?s. The University
would eventually resume operations within the decade, but for our people, that removal can never be
fully recovered.

Being removed from our homelands was only the beginning of our oppression. Reservations were
established in such a way to sever close family ties and split up friends and families on undesirable
land. The government wanted the Dakota to assimilate to Western ways of life, creating laws like the
Dawes Act were set in place to strip the Dakota of their land and culture. The Dakota were not allowed
to travel off reservation land unless it was for approved business, such as the purchasing of a plow
horse. Request to visit families on another reservation or children in boarding schools was routinely
rejected because the Indian Agents knew that breaking families apart was a proven assimilation tactic.
Leaving the reservation could result in punishments or jail time.

7 Exhibit panel D.10.b.4.a. pg. 88

18 William Millikan. “The Great Treasure of the Fort Snelling Prison Camp. Minnesota Historical Society

19 Ibid.

201bid

21 Land Grab Universities. https://www.landgrabu.org/. This law was enacted a little more than a month from before the
outbreak of the U.S Dakota Conflict.

22 University of Minnesota. Board of Regents. https://regents.umn.edu/history-board-regents.
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By restricting the Dakota and other tribes to small pieces of land, the United States government could
separate the people and even take additional lands away from Native people and sell it to private
owners or back to the government. For years, the government tried to encourage the Dakota to convert
to Christianity and the ways of the Church. With settlers and missionaries moving closer to Dakota
camps, the agents had more control and could force schooling, farming, and other Western ways
through the support of missionaries.

Boarding schools were another tactic the government used to try and eradicate Dakota culture.
Boarding schools were also referred to as residential schools and assimilation schools; however, they
were essentially concentration camps for Native children. This is a system that the University of
Minnesota knows well. The boarding school at Morris was administrated by the Sisters of Mercy order of
the Catholic Church and later the United States government from 1887-1909.>° Dakota children were
separated from their parents and sent to boarding schools all across the United States with the
mentality that school officials could “Kill the Indian and Save the Man.” One of the first acts the school
officials did was cut off the long hair from all of the children. Having long hair is an important part of
Native culture and cutting one's hair usually only occurred when a loved one died. Children were also
forced to wear uniforms and dress in western styles with all their Native clothing stripped away on their
first day. The living conditions at boarding schools were horrible and authority was strict. Children were
not allowed to speak Dakota and would be punished if caught doing so. Classes taught the Western
ways of society and students were required to perform farming work and other manual labor. The
children often suffered from disease, homesickness and for a lack of proper care. The children were
traumatized for life never to be the same again. The effects of which are still being felt today through
the loss of our language, cultural ways, and kinship ties. We are hesitant to embrace the Western
education system that treated our children in this way. Some teachers, ministers, and nuns, abused the
children and would get away with it because no one listened to the cries of abuse. Many children died
at these schools and are still there. Some remains have been returned, but to this day remains are still
being discovered.

Throughout the twentieth century, there have been many important changes through the legal system
that have helped to expand the rights of Native people, but there have also been many challenges. In
1924, the Indian Citizenship Act allowed Natives living in the United States to finally become citizens.
During this time, the University of Minnesota was building monuments to the “Pioneers” of Minnesota”"
They did this by building Pioneer Hall in 1928.%° Some of these “pioneers” distinguished themselves in the
minds of the University by fighting against the Dakota during the U.S Dakota conflict, such as Charles
Flandreau. Others such as Joseph Brown made their wealth in the fur trade that began to alter the
lands and natural resources that sustained our people for generations. In 1934, the Howard-Wheeler Act
or the Indian Reorganization Act was passed paving the way for Native Communities to adopt
constitutions and practice their inherent right to sovereignty. We have continuously strived to not only
preserve our sovereignty, but also our language.

25[Universi’ry of Minnesota: A Unique Campus History. https://morris.umn.edu/about/unique-campus-history.
24 University of Minnesota Libraries. “Letter to Weeklies, 1929-1932" https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299/50905. Pg 145.

2hid
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The University of Minnesota has a long history of using the phrase Ski-U-Mah. In 1884, Rugby captain
John W. Adams believed that he overheard Dakota canoe racers at Lake Pepin, Minnesota yell “Ski-o00.”
Mah was added later to complete the chant “Rah-Rah-Rah-Ski-U-Mah-Minn-So-ta.”?® This phrase was

supposedly derived from the Dakota language meaning “victory.” The Dakota word for victory is
Woohiye. Ski-U-Mah has no basis in our Dakota lapi. Our words have intention and meaning that may
be lost for those that do not live by our ways. We've made great strides in restoring our language, but
continue to see mistranslations and misattributed words that supposedly describe who we are. The
University of Minnesota has greatly benefited from the sale of merchandise featuring this phrase. Has
the University of Minnesota used any of those funds to help Native students?

“Ski-U-Mah is disrespectful to our language and serves as a misrepresentation of who we are
as Dakota people. Seeing a crowd of people chant this word is like hearing a verbal mascot.”

-Andy Vig Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Member and Director at HoCokata Ti

The University of Minnesota at this time was seeking to “study” Native people in a way that included
placing us in the past, without agency, and without our voices. Classes such as those housed at the
College of Pharmacy in the early 1930s sought to teach our plant knowledge as transmitted by “Indian
medicine men and woméh.”  Our plant knowledge shared without our voice fuels misunderstanding
about our ways and encourages people to appropriate those traditions for their own. Classes and
“displays” such as these encourage the “medicine man/woman” stereotype that created a pan-Indian
misrepresentation of Native ways. Our rights to religious freedom were not equal to that of other
American citizens until the passage of the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978,
which was a huge victory for all Native people. This law allows Natives to freely practice their
spirituality and cultural lifeways, which are supposed to be basic rights for Americans.

In 1990, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, (NAGPRA), was passed to protect
burials, human remains and funerary objects from further destruction and display. These protections
are necessary for the final resting places of our ancestors. The University proclaimed in the 1940s that
“American Indians don't resent the white man digging into their ancestor’s past” while documenting
field work near Red Wing. Thaf fieldwork was led by University of Minnesota professor Lloyd A.
Wilford. This type of mentality has led to private collectors holding great pride in their collections and
taking it upon themselves to care for funerary objects, remains, and other ceremonial objects that
should have been left alone. The Mimbres Collection at the Weisman Art Museum and the University's
inability to repatriate these items as of yet contributes to the painful legacy that archeologists have
with the Native community. This is especially true as more Native students and professionals have
entered the museum field in the hopes of being able to add our voices within institutions that were
built to remember us as a people of the past and silence our stories.

26 University of Minnesota. “Ski-U-Mah.” https://cla.umn.edu/music/ensembles/marching-band/history-traditions /ski-u-mah.
27 |bid pgs 227-228
281948 July-October Press Release. https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299 /50966.


https://cla.umn.edu/music/ensembles/marching-band/history-traditions/ski-u-mah
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/50966

TRUTH PROJECT REPORT page | 10

Contemporary times have seen some improvements for Native students within the University of
Minnesota system. This is because Native people have led efforts to help give students opportunities
that our ancestors were not given. Throughout the years, our Community has focused on several areas
of collaboration with the University of Minnesota, such as language, natural resources, medical
advances, legal support, and academics. For example, in 2015, the SMSC made a $1 million
donation to the University of Minnesota as part of the tribe’s $11 million Seeds of Native Health
campaign to improve Native American nutrition nationwide. The tribe’s work focused on three key
components -grant-making, research, and advocacy - to support tribal food and agriculture policy,
community-based nutrition programs, and research that supports the goal of improving dietary health
for Native people. We're hopeful that this will help to reverse years of food scarcity for Native people

that has resulted in the reliance on foods that promoted diseases like Diabetes and Heart Disease.

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community has sought to help support decolonizing efforts at the
University of Minnesota wherever possible, while at the same time recognizing that the University of
Minnesota is inherently colonial. The Tribal Nations Plaza was a contributed towards recognizing that
the University is on Dakota land. In 2008, the tribe established the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Endowed Scholarship with a gift of $2.5 million in order to recruit and retain talented
Native American students with demonstrated financial need. The SMSC donated an additional
$500,000 to the scholarship program in 2017. More than 200 Native American students have received
an SMSC scholarship since the program began. We recognized that all Native students should be
given the chance to remove financial barriers from their education. These are barriers to opportunity
that have affected Native people for generations and we encourage the University to expand their
tuition program to all Native students, regardless of tribal affiliation. These students are the future of
our Tribal Communities and we must increase support and resources for them. Our values and

ancestors are with them.

“We were here before there was a University, before there was a state and we provide a
presence to the state even today.”

-Stanley Crooks, Former SMSC Chairman at the grand opening of Tribal Nations Plaza on August 17,
2009.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Brief Red Lake History

The Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians is the sovereign body that governs the affairs of the Red Lake
Anishinaabeg. The Red Lake Nation is located on aboriginal homelands in what is now known as
Northern Minnesota and is currently comprised of 825,654 acres.'The Old Crossing Treaty was our first
treaty with the United States Government and was negotiated in 1863 by Alexander Ramsey.2In 1889
Tribal Leaders successfully refused the Dawes Allotment Act holding our ancestral lands in common.
Today, there is an eleven member Tribal Council, three officers that are elected at large, and two
representatives from each of the four communities: Little Rock, Red Lake, Redby, and Ponemah*The Red
Lake Nation is not apart of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribes (MCT). ® In addition, there are seven
hereditary chiefs that serve in an advisory council role to the Tribal Council.°The Red Lake Nation is
often referred to as a closed reservation, and also rejects public law 280 meaning that laws are made
by the Tribal Council, and enforced by the Tribal Council, and Federal Courts. It is decreed that “the
Red Lake Tribal Council will preserve, protect, and maintain our land base, natural resources, health and
welfare, cultural heritage, language, and traditions to ensure our children and future generations will

. . , 8
continue to have the resources to live as sovereign people.”

Project Background

In October 2018 Dr. William Freeman visited the Red Lake Tribal Council with information about medical
research by researchers at the University of Minnesota involving young children receiving kidney
biopsies from the Red Lake Indian Reservation during the 1960s’ A little less than two years later High
Country News ran an article about Land Grab Universities and one of them was the University of
Minnesotal® Shortly thereafter the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council passed a series of resolutions
calling on the University of Minnesota to examine more closely their relationship that they have had with
Tribal Nations!' In lieu of these events it sparked a regained interest in the medical research that was
presented by Dr. Freeman, and this was the main research area that | had coming into the Towards
Recognition of University Tribal Healing (TRUTH) Project in my role as a Tribal Research Fellow appointed
by the Red Lake Tribal Council in November of 2021.

1 https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp

2 https:/ /www.redlakenation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12 /old_crossing_treaty.pdf

3 https://www.redlakenation.org/tribal-history-historical-photos/

4 see reference 1

5 see reference 1

6 see reference 1

7 see reference 1

8 https://www.redlakenation.org/

9 https://www.startribune.com/land-seizures-unethical-research-university-of-minnesota-confronts-troubled-history-with-
tribal-nati/600041972/

10 https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4 /indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities

1 https://mn.gov/indian-affairs /assets/U%200f%20M%20Tribal%20Partnership%20Resolution_tecm1193-560532. pdf


https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp
https://www.redlakenation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/old_crossing_treaty.pdf
https://www.redlakenation.org/tribal-history-historical-photos/
https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp
https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp
https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp
https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/tribal-nations-in-minnesota/miskwaagamiiwi-zaagaiganing-red-lake-nation.jsp
https://www.redlakenation.org/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4/indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities
https://mn.gov/indian-affairs/assets/U%20Of%20M%20Tribal%20Partnership%20Resolution_tcm1193-560532.pdf
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Key Findings

Through this research there were six separate medical research studies identified that took place
between 1953 and 1971, five of which had various levels of involvement by the University of Minnesota.
Based on the information gathered it is unclear whether the children that were hospitalized at the
University of Minnesota to undergo kidney biopsies were made aware of the risks associated with skin
and renal kidney biopsies, or whether their consent was in writing. It is also unclear why the University of
Minnesota would choose to continue adding children affected with acute glomerulonephritis into the
research study, instead of treating the disease when the second outbreak occurred. It was also
identified that there is at least 338.88 acres of land of half breed scrip from the 1863 Old Crossing
Treaty that is currently owned by the University of Minnesota - Board of Regents in the area of
Crookston, MN.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to better understand the historical relationship between the Red Lake
Nation and the University of Minnesota. The data gathered for this report was done at the University of
Minnesota archives, from primary and secondary sources, through networking with Tribal Programs, and
more. Throughout the report you will find materials relating to the medical research done by the
University of Minnesota on young children from the Red Lake Nation. This report also includes
information as it relates to half breed scrip from the Old Crossing Treaty and current land ownership by
the University of Minnesota in the Crookston and Grand Forks region. This document can be used as a
basis to begin future conversations in addressing the contents of this report and make further
determinations as to the legitimacy of the consent procedure involved in the studies, and to assess the
validity and nature of the acquisition by the University of Minnesota in acquiring what was at one time
half breed scrip. In addition, there are several recommendations and considerations outlined below to
keep in mind for future research studies.
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Summary of Medical Research at Red Lake

In 1953 the Red Lake Indian Reservation experienced its first outbreak of acute glomerulonephritis. ©
Acute Glomerulonephritis is the sudden swelling of small regions of the kidney known as glomeruli and
are responsible for the filtering of blood which prevents the body from removing excess fluid and waste
products through their urine.  In the 1950s it was generally recognized that scarlet fever and
streptococcal infections of the upper respiratory tract were common precursors of acute
glomerulonephritis.®> On August 14, 1953 a report was submitted to the Branch of Health, Bureau of
Indian Affairs and the National Office of Vital Statistics which stated “You will notice that the monthly
report for July lists five cases of scarlet fever. In the previous month, two such cases were noted on the
reservation. These cases were the first seen at Red Lake in five years. There has been nothing unusual
about these cases except that in two in-stances there were no pharyngeal symptoms or signs. These
two cases did, however, show marked pyodermatous lesions which had been present for a week or
more before the outbreak of the scarlatiniform rash."'® In the following two weeks after submitting this
report there was 16 cases of scarlet fever and 24 cases of acute glomerulonephritis. 7 on September
10th, 1953 there were 22 cases of scarlet fever, and 38 cases of nephritis on the Red Lake Indian
Reservation. ® Over the course of the next two months this number rose, and on November 8, 1953 there
were 63 confirmed cases of nephritis. ¥ The figure below highlights the week by week incidences of the
cases:

Cases of Glomerulonephritis®
WEEK BY WEEK INCIDENCES

o UL THT

July Auguat Sapt.. lﬂﬂt. le'lnl'u.

Fig, 1L Week-by-week incidence of  glomeruloneph-
rigis,

13
14
15
16

Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 479)
https://www.dovemed.com/diseases-conditions/acute-glomerulonephritis/)
Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 479)

Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 480.)

17 (page 479-480)

18 (Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 480)

19 (Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 480)

20Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 480

e~~~ — —
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Only children were affected in this outbreak, the youngest was fifteen months old and the oldest was
thirteen' During this outbreak a two year old died on the sixth day of his illness, which was the fourth
day of his hospitalization22 It was concluded by Cecil R. Reinstem that “mass prophylaxis with
benzathine penicillin aborted, within two weeks, an epidemic of nephritis apparently caused by a
previously unidentified strain of the beta hemolytic streptococcus, group A, with strongly nephritogenic
properties. Acute glomerulonephritis, therefore, is a preventable disease.”?*
A decade after the Red Lake Epidemic of 1953 the survivors were examined by Perlman, ct al. and the
researchers found the survivors to be free of chronic nephritis>* However, the prevalence of pyoderma
and the occurrence of endemic acute nephritis was observed, and it presented the researchers with an
opportunity fo examine the epidemiology of skin infections”> From February 1964 through August 1965,
25 field trips were made in three week intervals by a team of investigators to two Minnesota Indian
Reservations, the Red Lake Indian Reservation and the Leech Lake Reservation.?¢ On every examination
the nature, location, and extent of lesions were recorded and the parent, if available, or the child was
specifically questioned about manifestations of acute nephritis, and acute rheumatic fever. ?’ There
were 270 children enrolled over the course of this 18 month study, in 83% of the children lesions were
present and were usually covered with a thick crust which surprisingly constrained pus. ®The skin lesions
were then cultured by puncturing the pustules or lifting the crusts with hypodermic needles. % During
the period of this study there were seven instances of acute proliferative glomerulonephritis which was
proven by renal biopsy only two of these instances was nephritis clinically overt. %

In continuing the research of the two previous studies, a group of healthy preschool children were
initiated in July, 1966 to be studied. During the first two weeks of July, 1966, approximately 100 children
between the ages of three and six attending the “Operation Headstart” programme were given an
initial physical examination, including blood - pressure determination, was performed on all children.
Urine testing was conducted every week throughout the period of July through December 1966. In
addition to the weekly urinalysis the children were examined and cultured on a bi-weekly basis. During
the last week of July, 1966, four children were admitted to the Red Lake Hospital with clinical
manifestations of Nephritis over the next five months 21 additional children developed nephritis, nine of
which were from the Headstart Programme. Despite the relative mildness of hematuria in 15 of 25
cases, renal biopsies were still conducted. The frequency of pyoderma recovery of type - 49
streptococci from skin lesions of nephritis patients was striking in both outbreaks. *'

21Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 480

22Minnesota Medicine, Volume 37, Number 7, page 481

23 Cecil R, Reinstein, Epidemic nephritis at Red Lake, Minnesota, The Journal of Pediatrics, Volume 47, Issue 1, 1955, Pages 25-34, ISSN 0022-
3476, https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/S0022-3474(55)80120-5. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article /pii/S0022347655801205

24perlman, L.V., Herdamn, R.C., Kleinman H., and Vernie, R. L: Poststreptococcal glomerulonephritis, JLAM.A., 194:63, 1965.

255kin Infections and Acute Nephritis in American Indian Children, Department of Pediatrics, University of MN Medical School, and the MN Dept
of Health, pg. 263

26 ibid.

27 ibid. pg. 263-264.

28 Skin Infections and Acute Nephritis in American Indian Children, Department of Pediatrics, University of MN Medical School, and the MN Dept
of Health, pg. 265.

29 |bid. pg. 263.

30 lbid. pg. 272.

31 Epidemic Acute Nephritis with Re-Appearance of Type-49 Streptococcus, The Lancet. Saturday 14, 1967, pg 787-788.
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According to Table 1there were 31 children who were suspected of having acute nephritis and were
subdivided into three groups: Group 1: Biopsy - Proved Nephritis which included 21 children, Group II:
Probable Nephritis (No Biopsy) which included four children, and Group lI: Biopsy Negative (by Light
Microscope) which included six children; all of the patients included in Group 1 were studied at the
University of Minnesota Hospitals. *2 There was one patient of special interest (case 2) because she
apparently experienced a second attack of acute nephritis and upon reviewing her medical records it
revealed that in December 1959 she was admitted to the hospital with edema, oliguria, and gross
hematuria however there was no evidence of chronic changes in the renal biopsy exam that was
obtained in 1966. It is noted that most of the cases of acute nephritis during the 1966 outbreak were
clinically mild, which is in contrast to the 1953 epidemic where a majority of the patients were
hospitalized. ~ In addition, there were follow-up biopsies in eleven patients four weeks after the initial
study revealed that there was a significant reduction of the acute nephritic proces,s.55 It is noted that
through this research it has been possible to study the light, immunoflurggescen’r and electron
microscopic abnormalities in an epidemic of acute glomerulonephritis. — Additionally, an analysis of the
attack rate took place July through June 1967 examining 65(7)0 children, 102 of which were determined by
researchers to be qualified for the study.

These 102 children were observed at three week intervals where a urinalysis was conducted; they were
also grouped separately by the site where the Type 49 infection occurred which were: skin, throat, skin-
throat*There were five cases of biopsy-proven acute nephritis, however three additional children had
probable acute nephritis, both were a part of the skin infection group >’ This is the first prospective
study to indicate that the infection of the skin may play a direct role in the pathogenesis of acute
nephri’ris.40 Besides the site of infection nephritis developed more significantly in children younger than
6.5 years of age, thus in the outbreak of 1966 on the Red Lake Indian Reservation skin lesions infected
with Type 49 Streptococci carried a risk of renal complications. A

32Kaplan EL, Anthony BF, Chapman SS, Wannamaker LW. Epidemic acute glomerulonephritis associated with type 49
streptococcal pyoderma. I. Clinical and laboratory findings. Am J Med. 1970 Jan;48(1):9-27. doi: 10.1016/0002-
9343(70)20094-x. PMID: 5415409, pages 10-11.

33ibid, 18-19

34ibid, 20

35Fish AJ, Herdman RC, Michael AF, Pickering RJ, Good RA. Epidemic acute glomerulonephritis associated with type 49
streptococcal pyoderma. Il. Correlative study of light, immunofluorescent and electron microscopic findings. Am J Med. 1970
Jan;48(1):28-39. doi: 10.1016/0002-9343(70)90095-1. PMID: 4906107, page 29.

36ibid, 35-36.

37J Clin Invest. 1969;48(9):1697-1704. https://doi.org/10.1172 /JCI106135,pg 1699.

38ibid, 1698-1699.

39ibid, 1700.

40ibid, 1702.

41ibid. 1702-1703.
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Beginning in July 1969 weekly visits were made by researchers from the University of Minnesota for a
nine - week period to forty - four individuals from five families that were participating in a subsequent
follow up study from the epidemic of 1966. During the 9-week period of this study, it was found that 705
of the 2305 cultures taken were positive for group A streptococci, and is consistent with the view that

skin acquisition was a primary predisposing factor to pyoderma:*?

A controlled study was initiated during the summer of 1971 at Red Lake to determine whether
benzathine penicillin would decrease the incidence of sTreJo’rococcal impetigo and to explore the
effect of the drug on the acquisition of this on normal skin. Hhis study included 78 children from 18

families with a history of experiencing this problem, and found that the incidence of skin lesions were

significantly reduced during a six-week follow up period after penicillin therapy?* The heads of families

were interviewed by one or more of the authors fully explaining the study and written permission for

inclusion of the children was included#*The present study may provide some useful information when
designing programs to prevent streptococcal skin infections in civilian or military personnel#¢

Committee on the use of Human Volunteers

During the mid 20th century there were several conversations being had in the medical community
about research protocols that involved human test subjects. The Tuskegee research study began in 1932
enrolling 600 African American men to track the full progression of Syphilis and researchers provided no

effective care as the men died and in the mid 1960s Peter Buxton found out about the experiment and
expressed to supervisors that it was unethical, and informed them that this research was funded by the

Public Health Service”” The Nuremberg Code was introduced in 1946 involving medical ethics and

research protocols that used human subjects?®In 1964 the World Medical Association made the
Declaration of Helinski that stated the mission of the physician is to safeguard the health of the people.49

The first known instance of a committee on the use of humans in medical research at the University of
Minnesota is in 1959 where the Dean of the College of Medical Sciences, Robert B. Howard established
an Advisory Committee on Use of Human Volunteers in Medical Research in March, 1959.°° According to

the Alan McCoid papers the responsibilities of the committee were to formulate policies on the use of

humans in medical research, and to consult with varying agencies on the appropriate boundaries to be
placed on research practices.®’

42Dudding BA, Burnett JW, Chapman SS, Wannamaker LW. The role of normal skin in the spread of streptococcal pyoderma. J Hyg (Lond). 1970
Mar;68(1):19-28. doi: 10.1017 /s00221724000284461. PMID: 5266583; PMCID: PMC2130791. (page 19)

43 (Ferrieri, Patricia, et al. “A Controlled Study of Penicillin Prophylaxis against Streptococcal Impetigo.” The Journal of Infectious Diseases, vol.
129, no. 4, 1974, pp. 429-38. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable /30061871. Accessed 10 Jan. 2023.)

44ibid.

45ibid, 430.

46ibid, 436.

47 https://www.history.com/news/the-infamous-40-year-tuskegee-study

48https:/ /pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12166467 /#: ™ text=The%20Nuremberg%20Code%20is%20a%20foundational%20document%20in,challeng
e%20and%200nly%20slight%20modification%20in%20decades%20since.

49 https:/ /history.nih.gov/display/history/helsinki

50 https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299/54523

51 https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299 /54518
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https://history.nih.gov/display/history/helsinki
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In 1960 there was an item included on the agenda for a University of Minnesota Board of Regents
meeting titled “Procedure for Review of Medical Data on Human Volunteers in Certain Research
Projects” which broadened the responsibilities of the committee beyond just the medical sciences and
stated:

The Health Service had been asked to do physical examinations on certain research subjects (human
volunteers) who might incur unknown illnesses or disabilities as a result of scientific experiments. Dr.
Boynton had considered one such request with Dr. Howard and his associates, since the Medical School
has a committee to deal with problems growing out of medical research. It was asked if the University
should make use of this committee for the purpose of obtaining advance approval for involvement of
human subjects in research which might affect the health of the individuals. Since there appeared to
be agreement concerning the need for this work, and on the appropriateness of the referral made, the
President asked that the Medical School committee assume the responsibility, at least until there is
reason to review the matter. >2

On February 8, 1966 a memo was sent from William H. Stewart Surgeon General of the Public Health
Service to the Heads of Institutions that were conducting research with Public Health Service Grants it
stated that any type of review involving human subjects should assure: the rights and welfare of the
individuals involved, the appropriateness of the measures used to secure informed consent, and of the
risks and potential medical benefits of the investigation>*The University of Minnesota College of
Medical Sciences on March 21, 1966 then sent a memo to the Department Heads and Directors of the
School of Nursing, School of Public Health, and University Hospitals informing them of the memo that
was received in February by the Surgeon General and of the additional responsibilities associated as
well as n05£ning the committee that will review all projects that include human volunteers in the
research.

At a meeting held by the Advisory Committee on Use of Human Volunteers in Medical Research on June
7,1966 the committee responded to an application in relation to the study at Red Lake by Dr. Lewis
Wannamaker that included the following “The consent procedure should be more clearly identified. The
committee feels that consent to do renal and skin biopsies should be in writing and that it should
include an explanation that the biopsies are for research purposes. The question of who is in charge
when Dr. Wannamaker is away should be clarified.”On July 19, 1966 another meeting was held by the
Advisory Committee on Use of Human Volunteers in Medical Research where they discussed a new
directive from the Public Health Service *This policy statement was sent on July 1, 1966 and was a
continuation of the memo that was sent in February by the Surgeon General regarding Policy and
Procedure Order 129, “Investigations Involving Human Subjects, Including Clinical Research:

w57
Requirements for Review to Insure the Rights and Welfare of Individuals.

52 https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/54518

53 Received March 2nd,1966 U of M

54 Memorandum March 211966, University of Minnesota College of Medical Sciences from Robert B. Howard, M.D., Dean
55 (Meeting Minutes June 7, 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers)(find additional source)

56 (Meeting Minutes July 19, 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers, dated July 21st 1966)(find additional source)
57 https://history.nih.gov/download/attachments /1016866 /Surgeongeneraldirective1966.pdf
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It was discussed at the July 19th meeting by the committee that they will not interpret this directive to
mean that consent needs to be obtained in a written form and in some cases can consist of a
statement by the investigator that consent was obtained verbolly.58 Anthony and Wannamaker

presented an application which stated: This project involves taking renal biopsies, but these are
required for bes’g9moncgemen’r of the patients and consent of the parents will be obtained. The
application is approved. At a meeting on October 13, 1966 Arthur R. Page presented an application to
the Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers - Studies of Patients with Acute Glomerulonephritis
which stated “The plan is to hospitalize children from the Red Lake Indian Reservation at University
Hospitals for care of acute glomerulonephritis associated with an epidemic now in progress. The
committee approved this proposal. The chairman is to write a letter to Dr. Page suggesting that the
consent form state more clearly that research as well as patient care is involved. It also appeared that
the form as it now stands minimizes the risk more than is actually justified. The possibility of accidents
associated with renal biopsy should be stated. The radiation dosage is acceptable.

In September of 1966 President Meredith O. Wilson appointed an All - University Committee on the use
of Human Volunteers to be chaired by Dr. Ivan Frantz.®' One of the committees first tasks was to create
“an established policy and plan for surveillance to insure the protection of the welfare and rights of
human subjects in research investigations”—an institutional assurance statement to “cover both the
general principles of safeguarding human rights and welfare in the conduct of research and the
specific points of the Surgeon General's policy” and that the University was required to submit this
policy to the United States Public Health Service no later than November 1, 1966 however, the University
of Minnesota received an extension to November 21, 1966.62 On November 18, 1966 the “Statement of
Policy and Procedures at the University of Minnesota with Regard to the Use of Human Subjects in
Investigation” was presented by Professor Alan H. McCoid of the Law School that it was “Voted, on the
recommendation of the Vice President, Academic Administration, the Vice President, Business
Administration, and the President, to approve the policy statement covering the use of human
volunteers in medical and other types of research, with the understanding that the procedures which
are incorporated into the policy statement will be used at the present time only as required in contracts
and grants financed by the United States Public Health Servicd’ It is further understood that there will
be additional study on the need and feasibility of expanding the use of the procedures to investigations
sponsored by others.”

58 Meeting Minutes July 19, 1966, Advisory Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers, letter dated July 21, 1966

59 Meeting Minutes July 19, 1966, Advisory Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers

60 Meeting Minutes October 13 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers, Memo dated October 19 1966

61 Letter dated 9/20/1966 from Wilson; sent to Richard Anderson, Donald Cowan, Ivan Frantz, Edward Gross, Richard Jordan, Homer Mason,

62 Alan McCoid, Maynard Reynolds, Murray Rosenberg, and Robert Wirt; Clinical Research Committee folder, Allan H. McCoid papers,
https:/ /archives.lib.umn.edu/repositories /14 /resources /1232

63 https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299 /54521

64 https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle /11299 /198
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The “Institutional Assurance on Investigations Involving Human Subjects, Including Clinical Research,”
which included the “Statements of Policies and Procedures at the University of Minnesota with Regard
to Use of Human Subjects in Investigation” were distributed along with a memo on February 2, 1967 that
stated it was specifically decided to postpone an university-wide policy because federal policy to that
point was specific to Public Health Service-funded research, and, "because of the seriousness of the
issues involved, the committee decided to postpone any effort to establish a University-wide policy
applying to projects not supported by the Public Health Service until the faculty has had an opportunity
to consider the matter and make suggestions. The need for some kind of review seems to be generally
recognized. Furthermore, the application of a uniform procedure, unrelated to the source of financial

support, appears desirable.” ©°

The information provided in this section is meant to provide a brief snapshot of history involving Human
test subjects, and University of Minnesota Policy in the years around the time of the Medical Research
at Red Lake. For a more detailed history of Institutional Review Boards in the United States please read
Behind closed Doors written by Laura Stark where she explains decision making in hospitals, universities,
health departments, and other institutions-®

65 https://archives.lib.umn.edu/repositories/14 /archival_objects/268723
66 https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/B/bo12182576.html
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Critical Responses to the Research on Red Lake Children

In light of recent events around the use of human volunteers the medical community was reflecting on
their practices and in 1974 there was multiple correspondence between Dr. Lewis Wannamaker, Dr. EW
Ziebarth, President of the University of Minnesota, Regent George Rauenhorst, and the Committee
Against Racism regarding the medical research that took place on the Red Lake Reservation, On
August 13, 1974 Dr. Wannamaker sent a letter to the University of MN President E.W. Zeibarth which
enclosed various materials relating to Red Lake including a letter stating “We were well received
yesterday at Red Lake by the head of the hospital, Mr. Al Lotku and by the Chairman of the Tribal
Council Mr. Roger Jourdain.®In a letter dated August 14, 1974 from Dr. Zeibarth to Regent George
Rauenhorst it states that “We are indeed sorry that events revolving around Red Lake and two crises in
the medical area made it seem unwise for us to try to meet today. " In a letter from Dr. Wannamaker to
the Committee Against Racism on August 16, 1976 was a request to discuss the reports prepared by
them titled “Exploitation on Red Lake Indian Reseﬂr)vo’rion" and “Medical Research for the U.S. Military
Carried out on the Red Lake Indian Reservation.” A letter dated August 22, 1974 to Dr. Wannamaker
from the Committee Against Racism discusses that a meeting between the two is not agreeable at this
time, and further states that “the intentions of the health CAR are to stop the racist research by working
with the Indian Community, and to work with them to eliminate the impetigo problems from the
children. This illustrates the institutionalization of the racism, because when a volunteer organization
has to eliminate a problem that a professional team of investigators has been paid %2 million dollars to
study, something is wrong, with the research itself, the granting institutions, or the health care

institutions, etc.””!

67 University Archives - 000005841, Box 157 of 449, President's Office
68 ibid.
69 ibid.
70 ibid.
71 ibid.
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Story of a Survivor

On August 16, 2022 an interview took place with a survivor from the first outbreak of nephritis in 1953.
Verbal consent was obtained, and the contents of this paragraph are authorized by the interviewee to
be included in this report. The conversation began with asking her to share a little bit about herself. She

expressed that she is a mother, a grandmother, and a great grandmother. As a young girl she recalls
her mother not working until they were older and when she did start working she was an aide at the
Head Start. She recalls that her father wasn't around that much, but that he worked at the Mill. She
also shared that they lived next to her grandpa in a two bedroom home, that they didn't have running
water, and they had an outdoor toilet. She shared that her mom always had a garden with lots of
potatoes, carrots, radishes, and they ate mostly fish, and game growing up.

She expressed that most children on the reservation would swim a lot during the summer months, and
she was no exception. That summer she recalls getting sores from the lake, but expressed that it may
have also been from bites from insects. These were open sores, and there were at least three of them.
She shared that she was hospitalized in Bemidji for two nights in 1953 and remembers being sent from

the Red Lake Hospital. Reflecting on her childhood she knew that she had nephritis, and shared that her
two younger brothers also had it and recalls other Red Lake children being hospitalized there as well.
She remembers that her parents were not able to be there with her as they had no vehicle to travel to

Bemidiji.

As a family she expressed that they didn't talk about the outbreak much, and only mentioned it on one
occasion, and also that the outbreak had been termed Red Lake Nephritis in later years. She explained
that she had at least 30 years of chronic problems with Urinary Tract Infections, and the presence of
blood in her urine. On December 2, 2021 she recalls passing a very large kidney stone, and about a
week later urinating blood. After further consultation with a urologist they discovered a mass on her
right kidney and a biopsy was conducted on December 27, 2021. On January 4, 2022 the doctors
informed her that the mass on her right kidney was cancerous and that it would have to be removed.
On March 21 they removed the kidney, and upon removal found that the mass had been on the outside
At the time of the interview on August 16, 2022 she expressed that she is doing good now, and wants

her story to be shared. 72

72 Phone Interview. August 16, 2022.
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Key Finding from the Medical Research

The University of Minnesota Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers received three applications
involving the researchers conducting skin and kidney biopsies on young children from the Red Lake
Indian Reservation. On two separate occasions the committee made similar recommendations
regarding the consent procedure. The first occasion occurred June 7, 1966 in which the committee
responded to Dr. Wannamaker that the consent procedure should be more clearly indicated, that the
consent to do renal and skin biopsies should be in writing, and that the purpose of the biopsy is for
research purposes.BThe second occasion occurred October 13, 1966 in which the committee responded
to an application from Dr. Page titled Studies of Patients with Acute Glomerulonephritis in which the
committee approved the proposal to hospitalize young children from the Red Lake Indian Reservation
but the chairman was to write a letter suggesting that the consent form states more clearly the
research and that patient care is included, and that it also appeared the form as it currently is
minimizes the risk more than is actually justified, and that the potential of accidents associated with
renal biopsies should be stated. As shown in the graph below by October 13, 1966 several kidney
biopsies at the University of Minnesota had already taken place based on when the confirmed cases of
nephritis happened as shown However, based on the three examples of the meeting minutes provided
from the Committee on the use of Human Volunteers, and the simultaneous occurrence of children
having positive cases of nephritis and being hospitalized at University of Minnesota hospitals to
undergo kidney biopsies it is unclear whether patients, or their families were made aware of the risks
associated with skin and renal kidney biopsies, or whether their consent was in writing. It is evident that
more documentation needs to be gathered to make that determination.

op. 75
Cases of Glomerulonephritis
MONTH BY MONTH INCIDENCES

Acute Nephritis
Hapheitis ([
Patients | [FFE- ':mv'"' l':';l"h

Number of
Cases
«» O

Per Cent of Cultures Examined

Month Aug
Number of
Cultures 295 325 480 155 196 103

Examined

73 Meeting Minutes June 7, 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers. Memo dated June 15, 1966
74 Meeting Minutes October 13 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers, Memo dated October 19,1966)
75 Epidemic Acute Nephritis with Re-Appearance of Type-49 Streptococcus, The Lancet. Saturday 14, 1967, pg 788
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University of Minnesota - Crookston

Prior to the TRUTH Project, Kade Ferris was investigating the 1863 Old Crossing Treo’ry.76More
specifically, the half breed scrip and the 160 acre parcels of land that were associated with them.
Some of these parcels are located in the area of Crookston, Minnesota and Grand Forks, North Dakota.
Upon further research it was identified that at least 338.88 acres of land of half breed scrip from the
1863 Old Crossing Treaty is currently owned by the University of Minnesota - Board of Regents and
images from the KMZ file created by Kade Ferris are pictured below.”” ®The half breed scrip patent
numbers are 90, 211, and 385 and the University of Minnesota Board of Regents Polk County Land
holding parcels are 49.00102.00 (77.94 acres), 49.00109.00 (9.66 acres), and 49.00096.00 (251.28
acres). It is unclear at what point in history the University of Minnesota acquired these parcels of
land, but according to a document obtained from the BIA dated 1970 it states that “In such instances, a
matter of Chippewa Half-Breed scrip could be a key legal issue. For example, under the provisions of
treaties signed in 1863, mixed blood Red Lake and Pembina Chippewa Indians were entitled to scrip,
which could then be exchanged for 160-acre allotments of land in North Dakota and Minnesota which
had been ceded to the tribes. Scrip was issued between 1867 and 1882. Descendants of those mixed-
blood Red Lake and Pembina Chippewas are dependent upon the archives for proof of their right to
inherited ownership of such Indian homestead lands.” 7 More information needs to be gathered to
determine the validity of these land acquisitions by the University of Minnesota Board of Regents.

HALF BREED SCRIP & CURRENT LAND OWNERSHIP80 ?
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76http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine /articles /15 /v15i03p282-300.pdf

77 Ferris, Kade (2023) halfbreed.shp and Crookston_Ownership.shp. Unpublished KMZ files.
78https://gis.co.polk.mn.us/Link/jsfe/index.aspx

79https:/ /www.bia.gov/as-ia/opa/online-press-release /indian-records-never-out-date
80see reference 77

81see reference 78
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Other areas of research that were identified

In the 1950s Helen Parker Mudgett conducted a series of interviews with people from our community
and included recordings from individuals such as Louis Stately, and Dan Raincloud which discussed
various historical events and topics pertaining to the history of Red Lake®* In addition, various people
across the country had contacted her for advice on history related to treaties. In continuing this area of
research her finding aid at the University of MN will be revised to reflect the abundance of information
in her collection.

Considerations for future research

From the limited time and funding for this project and the amount of information that has been
gathered in such a short period of time; there is a need to continue gathering research particularly as it
pertains to the medical research that was conducted by the University of Minnesota, and the half breed

scrip from the 1863 Old Crossing Treaty in which the University of Minnesota retains ownership of
several hundred acres of land. When continuing this research it should consider:

e The interplay of the various historical events between the Red Lake Nation and the United States,
the state of Minnesota, and other political entities that formed the foundations of the interactions
between Red Lake and the other governments

e The implications of the Citizenship Act of 1924, which formally made Native Americans citizens of
the United States

e Political Climate of the Time

e The implications of the state of Minnesota’s historical actions toward the Red Lake Nation and the
University of Minnesota's varied involvement throughout history

¢ Intent and motivation of the entities who funded the studies

e The basis of the apparent double standard when University of Minnesota researchers conducted
research on Native American children, versus the standards employed when studying non-Native
subjects

82 https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/search?facets%5Btypes%5D%5B%5D=Sound&g=mudgett
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Conclusion

In 1953 the first outbreak of acute glomerulonephritis occurred on the Red Lake Indian Reservation,
during this epidemic a child the age of two died A little over 10 years later medical researchers from
the University of Minnesota had planned to conduct biopsies on young children from Red Lake3*They
enrolled approximately 100 children into the “Headstart Programme" for this study8° During this follow
up study an outbreak of acute glomerulonephritis occurred when four children were hospitalized at the
Red Lake Hospital. The week by week incidences of the disease were similar in both epidemics. *Based
on the information gathered in this report it is unclear whether the parents of the children that were
hospitalized at the University of Minnesota to undergo kidney biopsies were made aware of the risks
associated with skin and renal kidney biopsies, or whether all those that underwent biopsies had given
their consent in writing. In addition, researchers that were involved in the epidemics of 1953 and 1966 of
acute glomerulonephritis on the Red Lake Indian Reservation eventually came to similar conclusions as a
result of a study that was conducted in 1971 by University of Minnesota researchers that found an
injection of penicillin is a viable treatment to prevent acute glomerulonephritis especially when
considering the role that pyodermatous lesions have in the disease.” *When medical researchers drew
that conclusion during the first outbreak in 1953 it is unclear why the University of Minnesota would
choose to continue adding children into the research study, instead of treating the disease when the
second outbreak occurred. In addition, the critical responses to the research should be more thoroughly
investigated, and discussed.

The Medical Research was a starting point for the project, and it was later identified that at least
388.88 acres of land of half breed scrip from the 1863 Old Crossing Treaty is currently owned by the
University of Minnesota - Board of RegenTs.89 "More information needs to be gathered to determine
the validity of these land acquisitions by the University of Minnesota Board of Regents.

There are various recommendations and areas of further research that have been outlined in this report
and each should be considered. In addition, the University of Minnesota should have responsibility in
providing the financial support that is needed to undertake additional research projects to gather more
information to draw further conclusions about these interactions. It is imperative the Red Lake Nation
leads these efforts, and is provided with the necessary resources that uplifts the voices of those that
have been directly affected by the University of Minnesota.

83 see reference 22

84 Meeting Minutes June 7, 1966, Committee on the Use of Human Volunteers

85 Epidemic Acute Nephritis with Re-Appearance of Type-49 Streptococcus, The Lancet. Saturday 14, 1967, pg 787

86 Epidemic Acute Nephritis with Re-Appearance of Type-49 Streptococcus, The Lancet. Saturday 14, 1967, pg 788

87 Epidemic nephritis at Red Lake, Minnesota, The Journal of Pediatrics, Ferrieri, Patricia, et al. “A Controlled Study of Penicillin Prophylaxis against Streptococcal
Impetigo.”

88 Cecil R. Reinstein, Epidemic nephritis at Red Lake, Minnesota, The Journal of Pediatrics, Volume 47, Issue 1,

89 https://gis.co.polk.mn.us/Link/jsfe /index.aspx

90 see reference 77
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University of Minnesota Land

Before the 1850's Minnesota was an area made of primarily Dakota, Ojibwe and Metis people. Colonists
who settled within this area were fur traders and government agents with a few logging towns of
Stillwater. Once Minnesota officially became a territory of the United States on March 3, 1849 the
surrounding forests and land rapidly changed. Through the treaties of Traverse des Sioux and
Mendota the federal government acquired millions of acres of land from the Indigenous people. It has
been said “Land lying East of the Mississippi River first came under the jurisdiction of the Unites Stated
by the treaty of peace with England in 1773. Land lying West of the Mississippi River was acquired from
France in the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Both treaty and purchases were subject to Indian Rights. The
rights of the Indian Tribes were ceded to the United States by various treaties between 1805-1889." In
1857 the Act of Minnesota passed by Congress authorized the first Federal Land Grants to the State
which estimated to be 16,400 acres of land. The University of Minnesota was founded in 1851 by
Minnesota Territorial Legislature and Governor Alexander Ramsey. Once established Boards of Regents
were elected. However, by 1857 the University was forced to close due to financial hardships. It wasn't
until President Abraham Lincoln signed the Morrill Act of 1862 in which made it possible for the
University to reopen and obtain federal designation as the state’s official land grant institution in 1868.
Throughout this process 94,439 acres of Tribal Land were taken from eleven (11) Minnesota Tribes. The
Morrill Act of 1862 allowed Tribal Lands in Minnesota to be wrongfully taken to build Universities
throughout the state. In 1873 the University reported receiving 202,000 acres of land from several
congressional grants which included 120,00 acres from the Morrill Act.

66
By 1857 the

University was
forced to close
due to financial
hardships. It

The University of Minnesota Cloquet Forestry Center

The General Government granted the State of Minnesota 120,000 acres
of land to provide a State College or Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. In

wasn’t until
President
Abraham Lincoln
signed the Morrill
Act of 1862 in
which made it
possible for the
University to
reopen and
obtain federal
designation as the
state’s official
land grant
institution in 1868.

1868 the Board of Regents approved the Agriculture College and land
was purchased southeast of Minneapolis to establish an Experimental
Farm. From 1868-1881 there was little to no interest in provided field. In
1869, Dr. Watts Folwell addressed that “Agriculture Education must follow
the same general pattern as the Mechanic Arts, it should be on the same
level as other branches of University.” In 1882, 155 acres of land were
purchased in St. Anthony Park to build J.W. Bass Farm as it served as the
Universities Experiment Station also known as the University Farm.
University Farm (Experimental Station) was open in 1889 and burned
down in 1890.
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Cloquet Forest 1907

The Cloquet Forest was originally part of the Fond du Lac Indian Reservation until 1907, (Figure 1.)
Government allotted a part of this reservation to members of the tribe then opened the remaining
allotments for homesteaders with timber and stone claims. Professor Samuel B. Green, began as the
Dean of the University of Minnesota School of Forestry 1888-1910. In 1896 Green persuaded the St.
Louis River Mercantile Company to purchase 2,215 acres of land for the University. This land
was unallotted Indian Land with the exception of 80 acres in which was owned by the Northern
Lumber Company.

T T 1 — ———— - =T
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Figure 1 Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa |-
Reservation boundaries prior to Land Grant and |34
Experimental Station. 1 [-2 I <t
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Figure 2 Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Reservation boundaries prior to Land Grant and
Experimental Station.

] Cloquet Forest Reserve. 1904. University of Minnesota Libraries, University Archives.,
umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll405:458 Accessed 17 May 2022.
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In a special act of congress, this land was cribed aa foilowss

deeded directly to the University by the
Federal Government upon the payment by
the Mercantile Company for $1.25 per acre
to the tribal funds (Figure 2.). Professor
Green notified Henry C. Horby that a bill in
Congress will allow them to acquire a tract
on the Fond du Lac Reservation which was
then passed by Legislation on May 29, 1908.
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Figure 3 Report to Secretary, Johnson, E.B. of University of
Minnesota, acres deeded directly by the United State. 2

In order to round the boundaries
to make the tract convenient and
sizeable unit for forestry practices

the University secured
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congressional authority to
purchase eight (8) Indian
allotments which added to the
adjoining 2,215 acres donated by
the Mercantile Company. The
- Cloquet Forest consists of 2,953.3
= o
= ; acres of land. (Figure 3.)

Figure 4 This map includes the eight Indian Allotments that were
sold directly to the University by the State. °

2 Hayes, G. (1913, October 14). Alumni Association University of Minnesota. University of Minnesota.
3 Hansen, T.S.; Allison, J.H.; Brown, R.M.; Cheyney, E.G.; Schmitz, Henry. (1936). The Cloquet Forest.



page | 05 Fond du Lac

Cloquet Forest Experiment Station 1909

January 26, 1909 the forestry faculty invited State Legislators to join them at the University Farm, this
occasion was to enlist support for the proposed Experiment Station in Cloquet. April 30, 1909 Professor
Green corresponded with Mr. Horby “you will be pleased to know that the general appropriations for
the Forestry Department of the University were taken care of in a fairly satisfactory manner by the last
legislature, we received the following appropriations:

e For support of the Forestry School $4,000.00 per year

e For Student Labor $5,000.00 per year

e For Creosoting wood $1,500.00 per year
For Maintenance of Itasca Park $5,000.00 per year

For Extraordinary repairs and cleaning land in Itasca Park $4,500.00 per year
For a State Road from Park Rapids to Bagley through Itasca Park $10,000.00 per year

"This is an addition to the Cloquet Research, so | think the campaign of education in the legislature
gave us a fairly satisfactory results; but | hope for more next time.” The legislature provided $5,000.00
for the purchases of 4880 acres of Indian Allotments in January 1909.

June 26, 1909 Mr. Fred D. Vibert State Senator and Cloquet Pine Knot Publisher wrote Professor
Green “l enclosed map and data.”

e 2,134.97 acres at $1.25 per acre = $2,668.72
e 80 acres owned by the Northern Lumber Company
e 2,214.97 acres gifted by the lumber companies to State

No estimate was given on the timber on the 487.12 acres of Indian Allotment which were to be
acquired.

August 26, 1909 Professor Green wrote Mr. Vibert pushing for the acquisition on the Indian Allotments
by saying “The Board of Regents have taken hold of this matter and there is a very kindly feeling
towards it they will have abundance of means to carry it out, while looking to put up buildings needed
and expend at least $5,000.00 in improvements by next season.”

October 8, 1909 the Indian Allotments were not taken care of which pushed further into November 30,
1909. Come December 2, 1909, Professor Green writes Mr. Vibert the he was expected to be in
Cloquet December 2, 1909 to meet with Mr. Farr regarding the Indian Allotments “Deed has been
received to 3,097 acres of timber land, this leaves now to be fixed up the deed from Northern Lumber
Company and the relinquishment of Joseph Petite in all Section 36.”



TRUTH PROJECT REPORT page | 06

December 15, 1909 Professor Green wrote Mr. Henry Oldenburg of Carlton “I enclose you herewith a
copy of the law providing certain land for forestry experiment ground in Fond du Lac Indian
Reservation. | have succeeded in getting the Indian Allotments appraised as follows.” (Figure 4.). The
University Camp Headquarters began at the Blair Field (parcels 3&4) then relocated due to the fires
that spread throughout the area. Mr. Tierney wrote Professor Green stating that he would like to
relocate the camp off the Blair Field and establish a location on higher ground located across the
swamp as it is a mile closer to town and is at the main entrance of the forest filled with rich soil and
large Red Pines. He suggested they use the surrounding Jack Pines for building material and remove
some Red Pines to open stands for regeneration. The year 1910 started the organization, boundaries of
the tract were located, fire lines were established and a few roads surrounded the area.

Figure 5 Map includes shading

to identify areas given by St.

Louis R. Merc Co., Homesteads,

Indian allotments, and
Alienated.”

- NW-SE 29-49-17 = $880
#2. Lucy DuFold — 40 Acres of Land - $480.00 - NW-NW29-49-17 = $480
#3/4. Joe Blair — 80 Acres of Land - $1,360.00 - N -NE30-49-17 = $1,360

#11.]. Smith — 40 Acres of Land - $880.00
#17. W.0. Coffey — 40 Acres of Land - $512.00 -
#26/27. Henry Martin— 80 Acres of Land - $320.00 - SW-NW31-49-17 = $340
#34/41. S. Nagonabe — 80 Acres of Land - $580.00 - N/2-NE32-49-17 = §320
#42. Margaret Winter — 40 Acres of Land - $340.00 - SE-NE 32-49-17 = 5480
#49. Mary Clark- 40 Acres of Land - $480.00 - SE-SE 25-49-18 = $350

- E/2-NE 36-49-18 = $580

- NW-SW30-49-17 = §512

April 18, 1911 Professor Green wrote Mr. Tierney to leave a considerable number of pines in groups
along the traveled roads and a good size grove on the road to Vibert' s shack. Doing so he wanted
to leave the bunches for an estimate and pay the Government then the bunches would become
property of the State. The State would give a contract to the timber so it would be there’s and be
turned over later to be reimbursed for the timber involved. The Board of Regents approved this
arrangement. Mr. Tierney marked 109,310 ft of White Pine and 1,188,110 ft of Red Pine in the form of
stands and scattered seed trees. For this timber the companies agreed to accept the same price

4 Cloquet Forest Experiment Station. University of Minnesota Libraries, University Archives., (1910).
umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll405:384.
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which they had paid the Government ten years before. The money was not processed until legislature in
1913.

Having been approved by the Board of Regents, Mr. Tierney steered loggers off to random portions of
land that looked good to him to until the arrangement were made for Mr.Frederick E. Weyerhaeuser to
come up to the reservation and see for himself what could be done.

On May 12, Professor Green wrote Mr. Tierney that he wanted to avoid any trees that hold no value and
it would be in the best interest if the entire section 36 be cleaned up entirely and to mark trees near the
camp.

In April of 1911, Mr. Tierney resigned and became the Assistant State Forester and Mr. S.B. Detwiler was
put in charge temporarily until he moved to Pennsylvania to manage the Chestnut Blight Commission.
Thereafter, the appointed Mr. Walter McDonald of Cloquet in charge moving forward.

On April 4, 1912 an agreement was finalized stating the U.S. Forest Service would become an existing
chain of Experiment Stations operated by the U.S. Forest Service throughout the country. With this
collaboration came financial contributions. Rapheal Zon, investigated the Cloquet Forest Experiment
Station stating it did not offer the most favorable conditions for investigating work, there is one building
in which the foreman and his family occupy there’s a small office but no laboratory, no greenhouse,
cases, files, equipment except that furnished by the Federal Government. Rapheal recommended an
expansion which included; another building for the director of the station and office, laboratory, files,
cases, library, instruments, and a small greenhouse. All in which, were approved and listed on the Forest
Service Investigative Program in 1913. Many experiments were designed and planned for this project one
in particular was a project designated “to determine the possibilities of using some of the land, unfit for
agriculture in the State of Minnesota for raising basket willows and to find out which species are best
adapted to this region.” This project site was the Otter Creek meadow adjacent to the Blair Field
clearing.

Between 1914 - 1917 five experiments were designed regarding temperature and drying time however
the war in 1917 slowed down production because of the lack of manpower. On October 12, 1918 one of
Minnesota’s catastrophic fires burned areas surrounding the station and destroyed the city of Cloquet.

Between 1917 - 1919 the cooperative agreement with the U.S. Forest Service was discontinued and the
station became entirely a University Responsibility.

Between 1918-1924 logging came obsolete with the exemption of cutting for fuelwood.
The first type map was completed in 1914 the another was finished in 1919.
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In 1924 students transferred to Cloquet to standardized field work. Within that time cutting resumed
and reserved 11 of about 70,000 bd ft of Jack Pine, 1,500 ft of Norway Pine and 5,000 ft of Jack Pine
Pulpwood was cut and delivered to the mills of Cloquet Lumber Company. At the time Norway Pine sold
for $25.00 per thousand, Jack Pine sold for $22.00 per thousand and Jack Pine Pulpwood sold for
$7.50 per cord.

e 1927 surveys of area were complete and found unsatisfactory

e 1929 complete survey using staff school of forestry was made

e 1930 plan management was complete resurveys were made in 1939 when plot systems were
preferred over strips.

e 1939 University added an additional 160 acres of land on reservation.

e 1943 University added an additional 120 acres of land.

e 1949 University added an additional 120 acres of land.

e 1949 surveyed continued on the same plots it wasn't until 1959 a continuous forest inventory was
started.

e 1952 Dr. Schantz-Hansen the Director of the Cloquet Forestry Center wrote that the University
hoped to establish another 640 acres of land to the Forestry Center through the purchase of “tax
delinquent areas.”

e 1952 Forestry Center operated process plant to treat posts and lumber with pentachlorophenol
(Penta) to preserve the wood.

Cloquet Forestry Center has changed its collective name throughout history.

Cloquet Forest Experiment Station (1909)
Cloquet School of Forestry (1949)

Cloquet Experimental Forest (1951)

Cloquet Forest Research Center (1957)
Cloquet Forestry Center (1970)
Cloquet Forestry Center of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Science (2006-Present)




page | 09 Fond du Lac

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

April 15, 2009: Fond du Lac Band Business Committee wrote Senator Tony Lourey, Representative Mary
Murphy and Representative Bill Hilty. “Opposition of the Fond du Lac Band to the expansion of the
Cloquet Forestry Center on the Fond du Lac Reservation” “Dear Senator Lourey: As you know, the Fond
du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa has in recent years pursued a policy of reacquiring its
Reservation lands, which is critical to our effort to restore the original land base reserved to the Band
under the Treaty of LaPointe in 1854. As part of this effort, we have negotiated a long-term
arrangement with the Potlatch Corporation under which Potlatch is providing the Band with the right of
first refusal of any land offered for sale on the Reservation. The Cloquet Forestry Center is operated on
land which was transferred to the State of Minnesota in 1908 without the Band's consent, and
represents one of the most severe historical injustices committed against the Band. WE have now been
informed by Potlatch that the State seeks to purchase certain parcels adjacent to the Forestry Center
on the Reservation in order to expand the Forestry Center along Otter Creek. These parcels would
otherwise be sold to the Band under our umbrella agreement with Potlatch. The expansion of the
Forestry Center on the Reservation by the State of Minnesota would constitute a serious threat to the
sovereign interests of the Fond du Lac Band by interfering with the Band's political and territorial
integrity. We accordingly implore you to assist the Band in avoiding this conflict with the State.
“November 19, 2009: Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Business Committee wrote
University of Minnesota Board of Regents. “Opposition of the Fond du Lac Band to the expansion of the

n i

Cloquet Forestry Center on the Fond du Lac Reservation.” “Dear Regents: Following is the position of
the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa regarding the possession and operation of the
Cloquet Forestry Center by the University of Minnesota on the Fond du Lac Indian Reservation. The Fond
du Lac Band reserved the Fond du Lac Reservation under the Treaty of LaPointe with the United States
on September 30, 1854 (10 Stat. 1109). In 1908, the U.S. transferred 2083 acres of prime Reservation
Land to the State of Minnesota, at a nominal price of $1.25 an acre, the proceeds of which were
deposited in a general fund for the Chippewa Indians in Minnesota. See Act of May 28, 1908, Ch. 216,
35 Stat. 444, 455-56. This land became the UM Cloquet Forestry Center, and the University
subsequently added several hundred more acres to the Forestry Center, never with the Band’s consent.
The most recent acquisition was several years ago and, as we understand it, was financed through
timber sales and U of M excess land sales. The strategy for raising revenue removes the purchases from
the public domain by bypassing the legislative appropriation process. From the perspective of the Fond
du Lac Band, the Forestry Center was stolen from us. Although the Forestry Center remains a part of the
Reservation, and the Band still retains treaty harvest rights and regulatory authority over the lands, the
Band has been deprived of the benefit of the land without due process. In recent years, the band has
pursued a land reacquisition poly to reclaim its treaty land base, and the University undermines our
efforts by continuing to exercise and aggressive land grab within the Reservation. Most recently, the
Band negotiated with Potlatch whereby Potlatch is providing the Band with the right of first refusal of
any lands offered for sale on the Reservation. The Forestry Center Director has publicly announced his
intention to compete with the Band for those parcels which are adjacent to the Forestry Center in order
to create a “buffer zone” for the Center. A “buffer zone” from the Indians! At the request of
Representative Bill Hilty, | spoke with two representatives of the U of M system regarding the Band's
thoughts on these purchases. | spoke first with Mr. Iverson from the governmental relations office.
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Mtr. Iverson opening comment was to the effect that the U of M would only consider not purchasing
the property if the Band would agree to offer a 99-year lease to the Forestry Center, but if we
wouldn't agree to a lease, the U of M would move ahead with its purchase. By the end of the phone
call Mr. Iverson did understand better the position of the Band, and agreed that some conversation
between the Band and the Forestry Center would be in order. The second phone call | had was with
Mr. Severs, Director of the Forestry Center. He stated that | “needed to assure him that the Band's use
of the land would not conflict with the mission of the Forestry Center.” The remaining conversation
assured me that Mr. Severs has no knowledge of tribal history or sovereignty. Despite that, a meeting
has been set for Monday, November 30th at 10:00 in the Fond du Lac Tribal Center Chambers. The
posture of the University, through its Forestry Center, towards the interests of the Fond du Lac Band on
the Fond du Lac Reservation, constitutes a serious threat to the sovereign interests of the Band by
interfering with the Band's political and territorial integrity. We oppose vehemently any expansion of
the Cloquet Forestry Center within the boundaries of the Fond du Lac Reservation. We accordingly
implore you to reconsider your policies as they affect our tribal interests on our own Reservation. We
would be very interested in discussing a transfer of the property back to the Fond du Lac Band.”
December 30, 2009: University of Minnesota Responds. “Dear Ms. Diver: Dean Allen Levine spoke with
me about your recent meeting discussing land issues related to the Cloquet Forestry Center and the
Fond du Lac Reservation. He found the meeting to be helpful and appreciated your time to better
understand the views of the tribe and communicate the needs of the research station. Dean Levine
indicated that over the next month he would review the information he learned and seek a solution
that is mutually acceptable. He believes that it is possible to address the tribe’s concerns and protect
the important research that is carried on at the Forestry Center. You can expect to hear from Dean

Levine early in the year.” Ann D. Cieslak, Executive Director.

Collaboration
The University has benefited greatly on land belonging to the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Tribe. As they have accumulated revenue from timber sales, funding from the State and
Government, tuitions from Forestry School students and receive recognition for experiments done on
stolen land. As a sovereign nation Fond du Lac Band has been denied access to the hunt, fish and
gather within the boundaries of the Cloquet Forestry Center which is part of the Fond du Lac

Reservation.

The University of Minnesota recently stated on the campus website and brochures the
acknowledgement of the Fond du Lac Band and the history in which the land was taken by the Morrill
Act of 1862. The brochure provided states “The CFC is located within the reservation of the Fond du
Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (FDL) on the traditional, ancestral and contemporary lands of

indigenous people. We are building upon this acknowledgement with an open access lands policy,
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active support of the developing projects with FDL collaborators, and incorporating Ojibwe
perspectives into land stewardship decisions.” The University of Minnesota has also stated on its
website “The CFC sits on Fond du Lac Reservation, along with many other reservations in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Michigan was created by the 1854 Treaty of La Pointe. In this treaty a number of Ojibwe
bands- the Fond du Lac, Lac du Flambeau, La Pointe, Ontonagon, L'Anse, Lac Vieux Desert, Grand
Portage, Lac Courte Oreilles, Bois Forte and Mississippi Bands- agreed under duress to allow Euro-
Americans use of land and resources within their ancestral territories while reserving specific lands for
sole use be their band members. Over the course of the next 80 years, however, land under tribal
ownership were continually reduced as Euro-Americans sought to access and exploit the natural
resources in these areas. Further abuse occurred across the United States with the passing of the
Dawes Act of 1887. The Dawes Act allowed the U.S. President to divide communally owned reservations
into private allotments, selling off the “excess” land to Euro-American colonizers and resulting in the
eventual loss of 100 million acres of reservation land across America. In Minnesota just two years later,
the Nelson Act of 1889 attempted to pressure all Ojibwe lands in the state to relinquish their reserved
lands and move to the newly establish White Earth Reservation. In 1909 Samuel Green- the Head of the
University of Minnesota Forestry School who had been advocating for an experimental forest from as
early as 1886 was finally able to convince the St. Louis Mercantile Company to purchase and donate
roughly 2,000 acres of land to the University, the land had once belonged to the Fond du Lac Band
before the Dawes and Nelson Act. Over the next few years the University of Minnesota purchased
additional acres as well gs receiving another land donation from the Northern Lumber Company. The
trees on these donated lands, however, were not included, and both timer companies actively clear-cut
much of the red and white pine on them. In 1911, Samuel Green asked the University to help him reserve
certain stands by paying the timber companies the value of the stands tree, thereby assuring their
protection. One hundred and nine years ago, a young camp 8 was selected to be one of these reserve
stands, many of its red pines not even 100-years old at the time it was reserved.” The University of
Minnesota proclaims their collaboration, acknowledgement and understanding of Fond du Lac Bands
ancestral and traditional history.
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However, September 9, 2021 Fond du Lac
received notification from Cloquet Forestry
Center regarding an artifact that was
discovered on campus. (Figure 5.) The artifact
recovered is an arborglyph belonging to the
Ojibwe people. Dating back early as 1868,
specialists at the Cloquet Forestry Center
verified that this tree was cut in between 1960-
1965 within the confines of Fond du Lac Band
Reservation Boundaries. The University of
Minnesota responded January 28, 2022 from
Researcher Lane Johnson stating “The arborglyph
was probable cultural connections to the Fond
du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa based
on the character of the modification, its
provenance, and the estimated creation date of

the arborglyph based on local knowledge and

tree-ring counts.” Professor Emeritus Al Alm, of

Cloquet spent much of his career with the Figure 5 Anishinaabe arborglyph located on Fond du Lac

Cloque’r Forestry Center (1960-1992). He recalled  Reservation prior to University acquisition. The artifact dates
1883 which has been in Cloquet Forestry Center possession

since 1960-1965. Was not recovered by Fond du Lac Band
October 12, 2021 that the arborglyph tree came  until September 9, 2021.

from the CFC property and was cut down by students between 1960-1965. He claims that Professor
Bruce Brown, CFC Director at the time being upset. Professor Alm recollected that the arborglyph was
originally found near SE corner of Section 29, Township 49N, Range 17W and the NE corner of Section
32, Township 49N, Range 17W, North and East of the Otter Creek corridor and just west of Cartwright
Road. He also recalls the bole of the arborglyph tree being brought to the CFC sawmill and the
arborglyph being cut out and save following the removal of the tree. Melonee Montano, Traditional
Ecological Knowledge specialist with Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission examined the
arborglyph January 2020. She interpreted the arborglyph to be consistent with Anishinaabe

clearly to the CFC forest management staff on

iconography and recommended inquiring the FDL representatives. The artifact is associated with
traditional cultural use of the FDL Reservation prior to University acquisition of the property.

“It is one of the largest artifacts repatriated by Ojibwe people, it is a depiction of a spirit, completely
unique to our people. This ancestral artifact is rare. As this artifact is studied and continues to get older-
it's cultural significance will grow” - Charles Smith, Fond du Lac Band’s Culture Specialist.

This unique and significant arbor glyph belonging to Fond du Lac Band has been in possession of the
University of Minnesota for over 60 years with no collaboration with Fond du Lac Band's Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers and or Tribal Leaders.
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Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribe Objective

All land owned by the University of Minnesota within the past and present-day boundaries of the Fond
du Lac Band be returned immediately to the tribe. Fond du Lac Band has the resources and advanced
Forestry Departments that are capable of managing our original ancestral lands. Fond du Lac Band
shall exercise the Treaty of 1854 and establish the land promised with the right to preserve, protect and

exercise our sovereignty within our ceded boundaries.
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Summary: The topic of recovering burial grounds is at the heart of some of the toughest issues we

have to face as tribes, Tribal Research Fellows and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for our
tribes; with regards to burial mounds and also with regards to how archaeology was done by the
Univeristy of Minnesota in the past. In this report we are going to take a look at how that past work
impacts tribes today, and we're going to take a look at some of the truth-telling work that's being
done by tribes today to correct some of these injustices.

Objectives: The conversation of burial mound reclamation and what that looks like for many tribes
today. It's important to understand how the University of Minnesota has conducted archaeology
and continues to conduct archaeolgy, specifically when it comes to burial mounds.

Digging up sacred native cultural sites would be the
same as digging up Arlington National Cementary.

In the late 1980’s the University of Minnesota was actively participating in the excavation of burial
mounds throughout the state of Minnesota, through it's archaeological classes and through it's field
classes that it would conduct, all in the name of education, and promoting education. How does
this impact us today as tribes? In the late 1980's and part of the early 1990's, the university
transferred its entire archaeological collection over to the Minnesota Historical Society. In doing so
they transferred over an extensive collection of all these cultural materials they had assembled over
decades of excavation work and through donations. When we are assessing burial mounds and
doing research on burial mounds, we find the connection we have to burial mounds is that we have
to help put together a burial management plan. When we start looking at the cultural material that
was separated from human remains and that is now part of this collection, we have a big, big issue.
How do we reconnect and reconcile some of these items in this collection?
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NAGPRA and beyond 66
The Native American
The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (1990), E
Graves Protection
was established to protect cultural and biological remains of our native and Repatriation Act
people, this includes human remains, associated/unassociated funerary (1990), was
objects, sacred objects and items of cultural patrimony. It also outlines established to protect
a requirement and process for museums and federal agencies to return cultural and

biological remains of
our native people,
this includes human

cultural items, including human remains, back to lineal descendants or
culturally affiliated Indian Tribes. The problem with this process is that

the laws are weak and so are the penalties, the institutions are remains,
regarding it as a property issue instead of a human rights issue. associated/unassocia
ted funerary objects,

Of the 200,000 ancestors reported in the U.S., 60% are incomplete in scu.:red objects and
items of cultural

being returned back to their people, and those that have been returned .
patrimony.

are unable to be laid to rest, due to another problem. Most of
the funerary objects have been split up into collections and are scattered across many institutions, so

instead of just dealing with one entity, you are faced in starting the process many times with various
places, yielding no results of return or a delayed return, there is no uniformity and no consistency
because of the lack of standards when burial sites are assessed

! Photo: Leather beaded moccasins originally owned by John Other Day (Wahpeton Dakota) and given to Stephen Return
Riggs, a missionary and government interpreter among the Dakota in southwestern Minnesota, ca. 1860.
Holding Location: Minnesota Historical Society
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Some issues we face at Prairie Island, a majority of them are protectiong burial mounds. This map from
1903, shows over 500 burial mounds in the Red Wing area alone. The attitude a lot of settlers had when
it came to burial mounds was an attitude of ignorance for the importance of these burial sites of our
people. To give you an idea of this attitude and provide some insight, here is an excerpt from a diary
entry of a Private stationed in Red Wing in 1869.

“Red Wing an Indian Chief is buried on one of the bluffs here the city was named after him there is as
much as a hundred of their graves up here on a bluff and | have been up there and found and ribs of
Indiens and all sorts of bones last spring the red wing boys dug into the chiefs grave and found a silver
medal given by Harrison to the chief and they sold it for $75 and then they dug them most all up for
things and took their skulls and (put) but them on bushes and played ball with them till the city
Authorities ordered them to put the bones all back and cover them up they found beads and scalps and
lots of trinkets buried with them but | could cover a dozen sheets with such stuff...”

- Edward A Henderson Letter: Red Wing, Minnesota. November 3, 1869. Native American History
Collection.
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Edward Henderson's letter provides an
unpleasant account of the desecration of a

burial ground and the theft of valuable objects.

When we started examining the archaeological
record that is now at the Minnesota Historical
Society we uncovered a couple of different
things. There's some really good work being
done by staff at the Minnesota Historical
Society to reconcile some of these
archaeological collections. This is something
that faces all tribes today, and so, our
suggestion we offer is that the University of
Minnesota should consider funding a
position, and we would hope that it could be
a fellowship position for a Native American
to work with staff at the Minnesota
Historical Society to go through these

collections and to make them a priority.

As Tribal Research Fellows, going through this
type of research we have to remember to take
care of ourselves, it can invoke emotions and
bring out feelings that are challenging to
control. As we honor some of these injustices
we must carry these burdens as researchers
until there is resolution brought to these issues

and make people aware of them.

Prarie Island Indian Community

Red Wing, Minnesota. November
3, 1869. From the Native American
History Collection

Letter from
Edward A.
Henderson

e
o
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Introduction to the Dakota Traditional Homelands Mapping Project
Merging Technology, Oral History And Literature

The Dakota Traditional Homelands Mapping Project, started in 2020, is a 10-year project in partnership
with the Prairie Island Indian Community Tribal Preservation Office and EARTH Systems Research Lab,
Minnesota State University - Mankato. Our project vision is to take a new look at an ancient land;
Dakota people and historical records agree that the Dakota traditional homelands expand far beyond
today's boundaries. Various kinds of records exist, but have never been collected, compared and
assembled into a comprehensive geographic information system. Utilizing five methodologies to asses
burial sites and burial mounds that are non-intrusive, the resulting GIS will be ground truth and the
results formalized in state record systems.

The typical way in which we asses burial mounds in Minnesota poses a lot of problems. If an
archeologist applies for a state license to asses a burial mound they just have to go through a licensing
process, there is absolutely no standards that person who receives that permit has to follow. Through
the Dakota Traditional Homelands Mapping Project research, we are truth-telling and ground proving
these five methodolgies, our end goal is to force the state to develop standards for archeologists to
follow when assessing burial mounds. We also hope to contribute by helping develop a field guide for
tribes for when they want to asses burial sites.

The Dakota Traditional Homeland Mapping Project focuses on the archaeological site known as the
Belle Creek Site, located along the Cannon River in the Cannon Valley in southeast Minnesota. We are
hoping to collect data in a five-year period, which justifies why noninvasive techniques should be the
first method used when evaluating burial mounds.

LiDAR

The first method that we always utilize, LiDAR, also known as Light Detection and Ranging, uses lasers
to measure the distance, shape, and orientation of 3D objects. LiDAR is becoming increasingly common
and within the last two years this technology has really improved in Minnesota, allowing us to visually
see the landscape in ways that we couldn't do previously. LiDAR is used to compare the surveyed
locations of the mounds with the actual locations. Mounds in an open field are not visible to the naked
eye, but using our noninvasive techniques we were able to relocate these burial mounds with precision.

Drones and Photogrammetry

The second technique that we utilize is drones and photography. Drones are used to create high-
resolution aerial photographs of our work area, as well as high resolution Digital Elevation Models. Also
known as DEMs, instead of depicting how a site actually appears in person, DEMs generally use color to
indicate differences in elevation and are a visual representation of the elevation data for every point
captured in a site. We also do fly overs in the summer, as well as in the fall.
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Ground Penetrating Radar

The third technique that we use, and is a more well known technique, is ground penetrating radar. And
again, this is a noninvasive geophysical technique that sends radio waves into the ground between
50MHz (megahertz) to 1GHz (gigahertz) and allows us to understand some of the anomalies that are
underground. The transmitter and receiver antenna are drug across the ground either along a single line
or in a grid format. When our data is collected in a grid format, readings can be interpolated to
generate depth slices four to six meters below the surface depending on the frequency used. 200MHz
to 500MHz is primarily used in archeological investigations. The data displays boundaries between
subsurface materials as well as possible buried objects.

Magnetometry

This is another noninvasive geophysical technique that measures the influence subsurface materials
have on the local magnetic field of the Earth. Ferrous soils or sediments as well as metallic objects will
distort the local magnetic field, it allows us to “see” into the ground and identify what lies beneath
without having to excavate and helps us interpret and preserve sights.

Data collected can be interpolated along transects to produce a depth slice of subsurface anomalies
about one meter below the surface. Identifiable anomalies include, geology - clearly maps transition
from silt to sand; agricultural remnants - plow furrows, field edge push, and metal objects found on the
surface; archeological components - mounds, probable earthen effigy as well as subtle but similar
magnitude as mounds which highlights the importance of using multiple methods and being aware that
the unexpected can occur.

Electrical Resistance

The fifth methodology that we use is electrical resistance. Again, electrical resistance is a noninvasive
way of measuring soil types and transitions, as well as allowing us to understand again some of the
anomalies that we're seeing below ground and truth-telling them with actual maps. Archeological
features can be mapped when they are of high or lower resistivity than their surroundings. Differences
in soil porosity, saturation, and organic contents can increase or inhibit electrical conduction. For
exompl?e, a stone foundation might impede the flow of electricity, while organic contents might conduct
electricity more easily than surrounding soils. Resistivity results from each of the grids colledted at Belle
Creek show identifiable anomalies such as field edge push; Large round, highly resistive zones that are
mound remnants; Small, round low resistant areas that correlate with mapped tree locations.
Resistance confirms that mounds are present even if not visible on the surface.
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We are hoping to collect enough data at the end of Year 5 to make us a strong bid to the state to put
in place standards on how burial mounds are assessed, and we hope that the University of Minnesota
would support the good work that's coming from all of these tribal communities when it comes to this.
It is a pressing issue that we all face today and by our research and utilizing these techniques, we
hope to set standards that will pave the way for better stewardship of these areas. The way things
have been done in the past is not the way they need to be, or should be done in the future.
Technological capacity of research institutions can and should be helping refine available

toolboxes and standard practices. This must be paired with what communities know, want,

and need. Collaboration is the way we move forward.
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Waa-gwewayako'iyaang
Making it right with us

Introduction

This paper is mostly written based on how our tribal governments feel like the university could best
grow our relationships in the future. A lot of these topics stem from band members who are
students, faculty, staff as well as alumni or of high importance in the education or tribal
government sectors. Of all the topics that have come up from these discussions, there were four
main categories that all of these fit well into.

Representation

The largest needs that was stated for building relationships with tribes is to also build them with our
citizens. To do that, it would be to increase the representation of indigenous people within the system.
This would include higher amounts of students, faculty, and staff, as well as classes being taught. We
would like the University to expand its native recruitment practices for both students and staff across all
campuses. Include native issues as common classes outside of American Indian Studies. Topics like
tribal gaming, tribal law, ICWA, and tribal finance /economics should be taught in spaces like business
schools, law school, public affairs schools, and continuing education. That way, the applicability of the
topics learned in schools can translate better to practice, not only for tribal citizens but also for non-
indigenous students who will go into fields of work that interact within tribes.

The university needs to help bridge the achievement gap within our high schools. Our students around
the state are not able to complete high school at nearly the same level as other students. This issue is
large and complex in itself and would require more studies but with the history that the university has
with the federal government and with federal funding, it falls on a portion of the trust responsibility to
assist indigenous communities. This would include working with high schools designated by tribal
governments for university admissions to visit to meet students in person.

Increasing representation for the university could also include acts and displays such as displaying tribal
nation flags in common locations where other flags are flown, and in common areas where indigenous
people are at. Having local drum groups provide an honor song for students at graduation ceremonies.
Smudging or tobacco offering locations can also be a step towards having representation and respect
for our students. In many universities now, there are designated spots for gender-neutral restrooms and
places for Muslim people to pray.

Cultural Respect

Museum Respect for ancestors. If there are going to be any of our ancestors housed or any items of
cultural importance, they should be helped in the same respect that they would if they were held at our
museums or with our family. In order to determine what this would look like; it would require
consultations with tribal nations to make those determinations. These items whether they seem like it or
not, all have cultural significance to Tribes, and we understand that they are allowing us to showcase
them. In return we have a duty to take care of them. Being able to feast these objects and knowing
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what can and cannot have pictures or be on display should be a ‘ ‘

minimum for anything that are held at the University.

Family Dynamics is something that can oftentimes be washed out from Representation

Cultural Respect

our identity in an effort to conform to a westernized space that's not
designed for people of different values. This would include during times

Support
Knowledge and
Training

of grieving. In Anishinaabe traditions there are whenever someone
passes, the ceremony for burial takes places at that person's home over
the course of 4 days. Then, if they are close enough relations, they may
not participate in ceremonies or traditional values for up to a year.
Professors should be more cognizant and aware of some of these

practices for students who undergo ceremonies such as this.

Traditional Knowledge being accepted is another large issue that the university doesn't acknowledge as
acceptable forms of sources. When we talk about traditional stories, knowledge, or values.
Understanding that these stories don't just come from a random person but rather are passed down
from generation to generation and can be hundreds if not thousands of years old. To us, these sources
are peer-reviewed, fact-checked, and undergone necessary changes to be permissible to be shared,
oftentimes heard, studied, and revised multiple times prior. There isn't anything different in this process
as it is quoting a book or journal.

Along with this knowledge, also comes the knowledge that not all data and information should be
written down. When the university has non-native, non-community members come into our communities
to study for a project, how can they possibly understand the nuances and complexities that those
knowledges have. Even after the process of building trust and a base of knowledge, they're still a level
of trust and care that the knowledge holds. Often times, writing or recording of this information can
ruin the trust and relationship of our knowledge holders and those Aadizookan. With future studies, it
should be the University’s mission to hold their researchers to the level of each knowledge holder that
they work with to respect the information they receive.

Recognition of traditional ecological knowledge is a valued scientific knowledge and process of record
keeping in our communities. Tribal Environmental Staff work with our Elders to protect areas of
significance and our natural resources. Often the state agencies disregard our tribal scientists and their
scientific data in the states work for environmental protections of Nibi (water) quality or Manoomin
(wild rice). Tribal Environmental Staff are scientists equal to that of the State, often possessing the
same degrees from the institutions such as UMN.
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Support

Getting to university is one adventure on its
own, while being able to remain, let alone excel
in an environment that is entirely new
environment is a different experience. Advisors
and staff have so much on their plate, that we
should work towards creating retention centers
or divisions for each campus. Having not only a
space that students can feel comfortable in but
also a spot that will assist them to provide the
best opportunity to succeed. There may need
additional surveys and studies to get an
understanding of what this would look like to
help with retention but if it meant having to
coordinate rides or working with urban offices
to provide additional connections or services.
Once our students get on to campus, being
able to create an open and welcoming
environment is something that is important to
help people stay throughout their careers. One
such program might include a Learning Living
Community on each campus. This is like one on
the Twin-Cities campus that allows for native
students to not only meet one another but form
early bonds with each other through different
types of programming throughout the year.

We do appreciate the effort of starting on the
path towards offering free tuition for all
federally enrolled students. It would help
extend the tribes extend their support if this
tuition waiver doesn't take into account
scholarships from their tribes. Tribes do a
variety of things to help support our students
from scholarships to having additional funds for

living expenses. If the tuition waiver/scholarship
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is going to adjust and lower according to the amount of support, we are able to provide. Then it makes
the additional funding and support obsolete.

Support without forcing staff to fit underneath other multicultural centers or leaving them all on their
own without the support to help them succeed. We have had high school student visits and haven't
been able to get access or view all of the places we would like to highlight for our students. A major
part of this is being understaffed in those spaces. Then while at school, there isn't always permanent
spaces for students and faculty, on all campuses. At each university outlet there are spaces that are
solely for the purpose of native students. Some of these spaces, like in the twin cities campus are
conditional based on set requirements that aren’t as easily attainable given that the native student
population is lower than other groups who attend the University. It can be an additional stress that our
students have to endure over the course of the school year.

Relationship building with tribes in this area could include helping tribes creating Internal Review
Boards (IRB's). If tribal knowledge is viewed as “inadequate”, such is the case of tribal judicial systems,
then the University should bring it upon themselves to help bring it to a place where it can be
considered legitimate. An IRB can help scholars incorporate the holistic viewpoint talked about next
while maintaining the respect for our people and culture that we hold it in.
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Knowledge and Training

A holistic approach to studies done involving tribal nations. This could include incorporating traditional
knowledge into reports. Of the various studies and reports that | read throughout the semester, a lack
the opportunity to bring it all together. An example could be a report on the Nett L&ke dam. It debated
on whether it was a success and how they would be able to tell. It talked about water levels, optimal
growth environments of wild rice, chemical levels in the water that is harmful to healthy wild rice stocks
and whether the dam helped it. The mentioned that Bois Forte denied having a “wild rice expert” come
up to help with the study on the lake and that the band would use traditional knowledge holders for
this. This paper did not include those values end knowledge in their study. That led to a lack of a
complete understanding of the environment that the wild rice has with the different be]i4ngs around the
lake. It could have talked about how the cattails, grass, muskrat, doctor ducks, rice worms, fish all play
apart in the rice crops throughout the year. That if there were a decline and/or drastic change in any
of these populations that it could lead to irregular wild rice crops. When there is a change in these
beings there is also a change in the optimal grown environment for rice. In Grand Portage, there were
studies talking about doing land surveys around the village to study where development could happen
in the future. In this paper, they only focused on areas that were written in books or records kept by the
state or historical societies. Not asking for traditional stories about where families used to live, hunt or
utilize the land and not knowing some if not most of these stories are not written down.

Any staff, departments, or students that work with indigenous people or nations should take Tribal-
State Relations Classes whether in-person or online. This hopefully can reaffirm that each tribe is
different and that when talking about or working with this is kept in mind. Talking about indigenous
people iy modern times without dissociative words such as “pre-history”, in the museums and other
public locations that talk about tribal nations. Tour guides should be knowledgeable about these issues
as well so that they can accurately and fairly talk about the history of the University. For students, this
could be something like videos lead by current students or staff from different indigenous communities,
taking a class or training prior to going to the university. This is done in prevention and teaching for the
inevitable questions, harassment, and complaints that stem from ignorance and racism that will come
from the tuition waivers, departments and programs that are available for native students.

Tribal communities and government employees have so many people who have to wear many different
hats for their tribe and are asked to be a master or experts in these issues. For this, it would be great to
be able to get different trainings or certifications in topics decided by someplace like MIAC or MCT for
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