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Care outside of institutions for the
mentally retarded (MR) mentally ill

(MI), and chemically dependent (CD)

people in Minnesota is under study by
a House: Committee on Deinstitution-
alization. The 12-member committee
is not studying the question of whether
or not the state should close institutions.

It is putting together information on

where the state is now in providing ser-

vices, on what changes are needed and
how the legislature should react to
those changes.

Current national estimates show three
percent of the nation’s population as
retarded, one percent severely enough
to require special services. For Min-
nesota that breaks down to 120,000
retarded, with 40,000 persons requir-
ing services and 8,000 needing resi-
dential care.

Mentally ill and chemically dependent
people do not require as much resi-
dential care as other groups according
to the information brought before the
committee. They may need services
ranging from the heavily medical to
those suggesting social behavior modi-
fication, group therapy, or special
counseling which might involve many
levels of treatment.

Persons needing episodal (occasional)
care for mental illness range from two
to 20 percent of the population, usually
ten percent. In Minnesota, that is ap-
proximately 400,000 people. The state
has about 225,000 chemically depen-
dent persons who are problem drink-
ers. There are no definite figures or
estimates of the numbers of abusers of
drugs other than alcohol.

To best handle the large number of
people in need of services, the com-
mittee will consider the quality of
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federal
care for special groups, and the pos-
sibility of comparing costs of state
institutions with community facilities.

care available (which programs best
prepare individuals to function in our

society), staff-to-patient. ratios, licens-

ing procedures and requirements for
health care facilities, and costs for
special groups.

Future meetings will cover types of
involvement in health care by various
levels of government. This will include
another look at possible state hospital
staff transfers to community facilities,
local zoning ordinances, state and

court decisions concerning

The Committee on Deinstitutionali-
zation consists of members from the
Health and Welfare, Local and Urban
Affairs committees and the Health
and Welfare and Corrections Division
of Appropriations in the House. Rep.
Donald Samuelson (D-Brainerd) is
chairman,
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Someday, will most of us be heating
and cooling our homes with “sun”
power? Can we harness the sun’s
energy and make it work in all the vary-
ing temperature zones throughout the

country?

For about a year now Honeywell Cor-
poration has been trying to find out.
Working under a grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, Honey-
well has set up a mobile trailer that
has traveled over the United States
testing and evaluating the practical
use of sun power as an energy resource
saver.

One week in June, Honeywell put the
trailer out front of the capitol for
visitors to view. The 750 square feet of
solar panels on the trailer’s roof serve
as “collectors” of energy for the air-
cooling systems inside.

The mobile lab has two systems —
Rankine and absorption. The Rankine
solar air conditioner uses a small solar-
powered steam engine to run a con-
ventional air conditioning unit. The
solar panels aren’t hot enough or
strong enough to produce useful steam.
So, the process puts the solar-heated
water to work on vaporizing a liquid

Although the parabolic mirror above is
not necessary to the operation of the
solar lab, it does use the sun to heat or
cook by focusing the sun’s rays on the
ring in front of it.

that boils at a lower temperature than
water (vaporizes at 200° F or lower)
to run the turbine.

The absorption cooling system, like
the Rankine, has been around awhile.
Early gas-fired refrigerators in the
1930’s and 40’s used this principle, but
absorption air conditioners have not

had extensive use, mostly because
they depended on gas as a power
source. This generally made them
expensive.

The absorption is a cycle system using
a mechanical compressor and a
vaporizing liquid refrigerant (cool-
ing agent with water), or a substance
such as lithium bromide, that absorbs
the refrigerant vapor easily, turns it
into a liquid and starts the process over
again’

Becausse of the present concern about
the world’s energy supply, engineers
are “recycling” the absorption system
— this time around looking to the sun
for power. Costs as -well as the energy
shortages are a factor. In running its
tests in Miami, Florida for one month,
the mobile lab projected a yearly sav-
ing of $276.57, or $29.90 per month on
electricity costs through the use of
solar energy.

How soon will we be able to draw on
the sun for heating and cooling?
Engineers say solar heating and cool-
ing will become commonplace when
public demand and acceptance, energy
shortages, and technology come to-
gether. They say technology is ready.
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The Minnesota Family Farm Security
Act the 1976 Legislature passed to help
young farmers stay on the farm became
effective July 1, 1976. It directed the
commissioner of agriculture to set up
procedures for implementing the pro-
gram and to appoint an advisory board
to screen applicants for farm loans.

Commissioner Jon Wefald has an-
nounced the appointment of the seven-
person Family Farm Advisory Council.
Members of the council are —

@ Donald Solberg, a dairy, hog, and
beef farmer operating 540 acres in
Lanesboro, Minnesota in Fillmore
County, southeastern Minnesota.

e John Murray, Jackson Minnesota,
Area Vo-Ag Program Coordinator
for Pipestone, Rock, Nobles, Murray,
Cottonwood, and Jackson Counties,
and the President of the National
Vo-Ag Teachers Association. Jack-
son is the county seat of Jackson

County in southwestern Minnesota.

Lyle Nelsen, Vice President of the
Nicollet County Bank in St. Peter,
Minnesota and vice president of the
Agriculture and Rural Development
Committee of the Minnesota Bankers
Association. St. Peter is the county
seat of Nicollet County in south
central Minnesota.

Fred Suedbeck, a livestock buyer
and a grain farmer operating 320
acres in Slayton, Minnesota, the
county seat of Murray County in
Southwestern Minnesota.

Michael Hayden, Vice President
and Secretary of the Board of Direc-
tors of the First National Bank of
Little Falls, county seat of Morrison
County in north central Minnesota.

Willie Germolus, a grain and poul-
try farmer, who with his son operates
approximately 1,200 acres in Borup,
Minnesota. Germolus is also a direc-

tor of the Federal Land Bank of
Crookston. Borup is in Norman
County in northwestern Minnesota.

@ Robert Falk, a former legislator,
operating with his brother, a 1,300
acre beef and dairy farm in Tenstrike
in Beltrami County in northwestern
Minnesota.

Daniel Garry, vice president of the
Alexandria Bank and Trust Company,
Alexandria, Minnesota, and a member
of the Minnesota Bankers Association
will assist the Agriculture Depart-
ment in administering the new farm
program. Alexandria is the county
seat of Douglas County in north central
Minnesota.

Wefald said his department will not
be able to accept loan applications
until some time late in the fall of 1976
because of time requirements in adopt-
ing rules and procedures to get the
Family Farm Act into motion.




“Public Access” in cable television
to most of us means a channel set aside
to carry programs the general public
produces  (groups,  organizations,
schools, etc.). And under state law the
Minnesota Cable Communications
Board is to “assure channel availability
for municipal services, educational
television, program diversity, local
expression, and other program and
communications content services.”

Robert J. McDonald of the Minnesota
Cable Communications Board said all
systems in the state must provide an
access channel, and the equipment
for the transmission of public access
programs.

But, the continued access to the ser-
vice came into conflict with a provision
for loans from the federal Small Bus-
iness Administration (SBA) to finance
cable systems. SBA feels that a cable
operator offering a public access chan-
nel could restrict the public’s right to
freedom of expression because of the
control the operator has on public pro-
gramming. (Public access could include

nearly anything an individual cable
operator wants. Presently it includes
programs, that school media classes,
community interest groups, churches,
civic organizations, individuals, the
cable operators themselves produce.)
SBA’s stand on this issue came before
the Legislative Review Board early
in June.

Appearing before the board, Garrett
Johnson of Lakeland Cablevision,
Inc. told commission members this
SBA ruling means that as long as he,
as a cable operator, provides a public
access channel he cannot get an SBA
loan to continue expansion of his
system.

Originating programs from a cable

system requires equipment that is not
necessary in relaying available signals
from normal broadcast stations. John-
son said equipment is a major con-
sideration in providing public access.

The Legislative Review Board plans
to mest again to take action on the
situation.

INSIDE THE INTERIM

Left, Rep. David Beauchamp. Right,
John Walkmeier. Lower Left, Rep.
Neil Haugerud with Commission coun-
sel John Knapp.

Public Education_al
Telecommunications

The future and the present of educa-
tional television in Minnesota is part
of the interim concerns of the House
Public Educational Telecommuni-
cations Subcommittee. At a meeting
this month, the committee heard from
John Walkmeier of the Minnesota
Cable Communications Board (MCCB).

Walkmeier explained the operations of
the board, outlined the objectives,
present functions, and gave the sub-
committee a brief update on “cable-
casting” in Minnesota. He divided the
board’s basic goals into two specific
areas — development of facilities and
development of services.

e extend the reach of systems operat-
ing now

® expand the area of coverage of cable
systems

e insure that channels are available for
services other than improved re-
ception of programs from standard
broadcast channels.

e develop a framework for a statewide
“network” of auxiliary reception
centers — for example, libraries and
schools with cable access.

Through the services side of develop-

ment, Walkmeier said the board hopes

to —

e build a substantial financial base for
developing cable applications

o establish a systematic way of letting
cable system operators and com-
munities know about new cable uses

(continued on page 5)

Through the development of facilities,

the MCCB hopes to—

e increase the number of systems in
the state

g s
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cable as its work goes on into future [
meetings.
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What to do with Minnesota’s hard core
youths is a problem facing a House
interim subcommittee looking into the
state’s juvenile justice system. During
May, the subcommittee learned from a
report by the State Department of Cor-
rections that more than half of the
juveniles who go to prison for serious
crimes in Minnesota are back behind
bars within two years of their parole,
a recidivism (repeat) rate considerably
higher than that of older inmates.

According to Rep. Ken Nelson (D-
Mpls.), chairman, the subcommittee’s
hearings have “focused on the need
for a maximum secure facility for
juveniles.” Presently, the system turns
(certifies) over to adult court the violent
and hard core youths who do not re-
spond to treatment. There the court
prosecutes them as adults and sends
them to the St. Cloud state reforma-
tory.

To date the subcommittee has received
three proposals for maximum secure
facilities for these youthful offenders—

e The Department of Corrections

would like to see a centrally located,
secure, state-funded facility to hold
approximately 26 juveniles.

Their proposal would call for the
development of contracts between
juvenile and facility staff as to length
of stay, furloughs, vocational, educa-
tion and work programs, and indi-
vidual or group sessions.

e The Hennepin County Task Force
recommends a secure, state-funded
facility with a pilot project in Henne-
pin County. Inmates would have to
take part in educational, vocational,
clinical, and recreational programs
for a specific period of time. The task
force suggests short, determinate
sentencing for violent youths.

e Juvenile Judge Lindsay Arthur of

Hennepin County Juvenile Court
and advisors to the court recom-
mend maximum secure, state-funded,
regional facilities. Their proposal
would have different facilities for
different groups of violent youths —

—f—i'
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those who have committed crimes
against the person and those who
commit major property crimes. The
programs the proposal suggests
would be secure, intense, and highly
structured.

Nelson wants the sub-committee
to look at other options ... “It’s my

concern that we don’t fix our minds
on a facility. Maybe that’s finally where

we're going to end up, but I really feel
we’ve got to look at other options first.”

In a memo to the subcommittge Nelson
said it “should be looking at the de-
velopment of community, county, and
state alternatives for such violent and

“hard core youth apart from the con-

sideration of a new facility.”

He suggested alternatives like “Haram-
bee” (a group home in south Min-
neapolis), long-term group homes;
family support and intervention pro-
grams; educational opportunities; per-

_son-to-person programs (intensified

probation or volunteer); chemical
dependency programs; and reinte-
gration into the community.

Nelson agrees that community alter-
natives are not as secure as a facility,
but the success of the Harambee
home shows there are “working models
in the community.”

Nelson feels the subcommittee should
try to find out if a treatment program
for hard core youth exists. So far, he
said, no one has discovered one. He
said the sub-committee plans to go to
the St. Cloud reformatory and inter-
view a number of the youth who went
there under certifying juvenile court
procedures. He believes there is a con-
sensus “that some youth should con-
tinue to be certified and sent to St.
Cloud, and other violent and/or hard
core youth should probably be treated
in the juvenile system.”

Two overriding concerns of the sub-

committee during this interim will be
finding  successful
grams and ways to build more “clout”
into the juvenile system according to
Nelson. He said he’s not sure how to
build in more clout without building
a secure facility. But about treatment

(continued on page 7)

treatment pro--
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he feels, “treatment is most possible in
the most natural environment. So, if
we are able to deal with the kids ef-
fectively and with accountability in the
community, we've got a much better
charice for successful treatment than in
-a maximum secured facility.”

At future meetings the subcommittee
plans hearings to determine the impact
‘of community corrections on juvenile
programming at state and county
levels and plans to ask the Department
of Corrections to submit a report on the
department’s shift in juvenile plan-
ning, programming, and policies dur-
ing the past six years.

Members of the subcommittee serving
with Nelson are Reps. J. R. Kaley (IR-
Rochester), Marvin Ketola (D-Clo-
quet), Gary Doty, (D-Duluth), Donald
Moe (D-St. Paul), Steven Novak (D-
New Brighton), and Gilbert Esau (IR-
Mountain Lake).

Regulations from 1974 and 1976 action
by the Legislature on the storage,

transportation, treatment and final
disposal of all hazardous wastes will
go before the public in a Series of
meetings beginning on July 19. A
release from the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control "Agency (MPCA),
announcing the meetings, said “Min-
nesota’s hazardous waste program is
expected to be-a model other states
will follow.” \

The MPCA expected to get written
and oral comment from government,
industry, and the public at the scheduled
meetings. Location and dates were:

® July 19, Duluth Area Vocational
School Auditorium, 2101 Trinity
Road, Duluth

e July 21, St. Cloud Area Vocational
School Auditorium, 1601 North 9th
Avenue, St. Cloud

e July 23, Rochester Community Col-
lege Auditorium, Highway 14 FEast,
Rochester

e July 28 and July 29, MPCA Board
Room, 1935 W. County Road B-2,
Roseville ' ‘ ~ ‘
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Test yourself on facts about your state
government.

1. Minnesota has a bicameral legisla-
ture. True or False?

2. Minnesota has 67 legislative dis-
tricts. True or False?

3. The Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives has 134 members. True
or False?

4. In Minnesota we elect members to
the House of Representatives and to
the Senate every four years, and we
elect the governor every four years.
True or False?

5. What is your district number? Who
1S your representative in the Min-
nesota House of Representatives?
Who is your senator?

1. True. Minnesota’s legislature con-
sists of two bodies — the Minnesota
House of Representatives and the
Minnesota Senate.

2. True. There are 67 legislative dis-
tricts in Minnesota. There are two
House districts (A and B) within
each legislative district. There are
two representatives from each leg-
islative district (each one represents

cuestions &
ENSWEES

about 28,000 people). There is one
senator from each legislative dis-
trict (each one represents about
56,000 people).

3. True. (see answer to number two)

4. False. In Minnesota we elect our
representatives every two years for
two-year terms; our senators every
four years for four-year terms. (Both
representatives and senators are
up for election this year.) We elect
the governor every four years. Gover-
nor Anderson, Minnesota’s present
governor’s term ends in 1978.

5. If you do not know which legislative
district you live in, or you do not
know who your representative and/
or your senator is, we invite you-to
find out. Call or write the House
Information Office, Room 8, State
Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155
(612) 296-2146.

Send us your questions . . .

To appear in the newsletter, questions
must be of a general, informative na-
ture about the Minnesota state legis-
lative procedures . . . about how state
government works . . . so readers can
learn from the answers.
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“Why Vote?” is the question. You
may have the answer. If you do, and
you're a junior high school student
(grade 6 through 9), we invite you to
enter an essay contest in conjunction
with the Minnesota State Fair.

Write why you believe citizens should
exercise their right to vote, in 100
words or less, and mail your entry,
along with your picture to the Min-
nesota House of Representatives
Information Office, Room 8, State
Capitol, St. Paul, MN 55155, before
midnight August 9, 1976.

Rules are simple —
I. Keep your entry to 100 words or
less.
2. Write clearly. Be sure it’s easy
to read.
3. In the upper right-hand corner
of your essay put:
your name and address
the grade you're in (6-9)
your school’s name
your legislative district number
. your representative’s name.
4. Enclose a picture of yourself.
5. Mail your entry before midnight
August 7.

cae g

'Room 8 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155 Phone (612) 296-2146

6. Check your entry

7. Be sure you've followed all the
rules. If you haven’t, your essay
can’t qualify for the contest.

Your entry will be on display, along
with your picture, in the Minnesota

House of Representatives booth in

the State Building on the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds when the fair starts
on August 26. Teachers from the
Minnesota Council for the Social
Studies will be the judges.

Complete this form and send it with your essay:

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 4881
St. Paul, Minnesota

-0m-1200
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There will be two winners—one from
the metropolitan area — one from out-
side the metropolitan area. The two
top winners will receive a handsome
“Minnesota State Plaque.” There
will be eight “honorable mention”
certificate awards.

All winners will receive notice by
August 16 so they can arrange to
attend the “Awards Day” ceremonies
at the State Fair on Thursday, August
26, 1976.
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