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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4037

November 17, 2003

Ms. Michele Timmons
Revisor of Statutes
700 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Mirt1lesota 55155-1206

Re: Annual Report on Obsolete, Unnecessary, or DuplicatiVe Rules as required by
MirtrtesOta Statutes, sec. 14.05, subd. 5

Dear Ms. Timmons:

Minnesota Statutes, section 14.05, subdivision 5, requires.eachagency to.submit to you,
by December 1 of the year, a report on any rules that are obsolete, unnecessary, or
duplicative. The agencymust explain why the rules are obsolete, unnecessary, or
duplicative, and must identify the timetablefor repealoftherulesorprepare.1egislation
to repeal the rules. The agency must also report on the status of the rules identified in the
prior year's report.

It is the continuing goal of the Department ofNatural Resollrcesto enactonly those rules
that are needed and to repeal obsolete, unnecessary,. andduplicative rules... As a part of
the process of drafting new rules or amendments to existing rules, theDepartment of
Natural Resources identifies rules that should be repealed. Quite often rules are not
obsolete or unnecessary, but need to be revised to address current nee<is and changing
conditions.

Enclosed is the report the Department ofNaturalResources was required to submit
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 14.3691. This includes the Department ofNatural
Resources' recommended changes to its rules and specific actions to make those changes.
Since the report was prepared, the Department ofNattlral Resources cOIl1pleted the
Utility License rules (published October 27,2003). As ofNovember 17, 2003, the
Aquatic Fish and Wildlife rules will be completed, except temporary postponement of
two subparts concerning turtles pending further review of the ALJ report.

DNR INFORMATION: 651-296-6157, 1-888-646-6367 CITY: 651-296-5484, 1-800-657-3929) FAX: 651-296-4799

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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For purposes ofthis letter, we also reviewed the matter with Department ofNatural
Resources'staff. No obsolete, unnecessary or duplicative rules were identified that were
not identified in the report described above.

Last year's report identified two sets ofrules as unnecessary, duplicative or obsolete.
TheBoat and Safety Rules were adopted on April 14, 2003, and one rules part of the
snowmobile rules (M.R. 60100.600) was repealed by 2003 legislation. A dual notice of
intent to adopt amendments to the remainder of the snowmobile rules will be published
this winter.

Please contact Jen Meyer (651.296.0736) for more information or with any questions.

Gene Merriam
Commissioner
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Executive SUHl111ary
" "

Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 14.3691 requires that the DepattrllelltofNatu.ralResollYces
report to the legislature by August 1,2003, on the department rules that are scheduled for legislative
review during the 2004 session... The following is the statutory lallguage:· .

14.3691 Rule review and legislative oversight.

Subdivision 1. Reports. An entity whose rules are scheduled for reviewulldetthis
section must report to the goveillor and the appropriate co~itteesofthelegislature"
by August 1 of the yeat before the legislative session in \Vhichthe entity's rules are
scheduled for review. The speaker of the house of representatives and the senate
committee on rules and administration shall designate theappropriatecorrnnitteesto
receive these reports. The report must· (1) list any rules that the entity recominends
for repeal; (2) list and briefly describe the rationale for rules that the entity believes
should remain in effect; and (3)suggestanychangesin rulesthatwouldimproVethe"
agency's abilityto meet the regulatory objectives prescribed bythe legislature, while
reducing any unnecessary burdens on regulated parties. Any costs ofpreparing this
"report must be absorbed within funds"otherwise apptopriated to the entity.

Subd. 2. Schedule. (a) Rules of the administration department, agriculture
department, children, families, and learning departl11ent, commerce department, "
corrections department,· economic security department, employeetel~tiolls
department, and health department will be reviewed before and during the legislative
session in 2002. Policies and procedures of the board of trustees of the Minnesota
state colleges and universities that would be rules ifthey were not exemptfroll1
chapter 14 will be reviewed before and during the legislative session in 2002.

(b)" Rules of the environ~ental assistance office, board of teaching, housing finance
agency, human rights department, human services department, labor and industry "
department, and mediation services bureau will be reviewed before and during the
legislative session in 2003.

(c) Rules of the natural resources department, pollution control agency, public safety
department, public service department, and revenue department will be reviewed
before and during the legislative session in 2004. " "

(d) Rules of the state planning ~gency, trade and economic development department, .
transportation department, and veterans affairs department will be reviewed before
and during the legislative session in 2005.

Subd. 3. Expiration. This section expires June 30, 2005.

HIST: 2000 c 469 s 4
Copyright 2002 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota.

The Department ofNatural Resources (DNR) rules are locatedwithin chapters 6100 through
6290 ofMinnesota Rules 2001. Following is a listing of the chapter topics within the scope ofthe



!,

DNR and its page designation in this report This report will address each chapter as to. (1) any rules
that the entity recommends for repeal; (2) briefly describe the rationale .for rules thattheentity

, helieyes should remain in effect; and(3) identify any changes in the rules to improve the agency's
ability to meet the regulatory objectives prescribed by the legislature, while reducing any
unnecessary burdens on regulated parties.

The Department ofNatural Resources also hasauthority to adopt emergel1cyandexpedited
emergency game and fish rules. Minnesota Statutes, secs. 84.027, subd. 13 and 97A.0451-.0459
authorize the use of an emergency rulemakingprocess for specific rules authorized illstatute when
conditions exist that do not allow compliance with all the requirements of the MinnesotaStatutes;
Chapter 14 rulemaking process. Rules adopted under the emergency process include: opening •
seasons and areas, closing seasons and areas, establishing quotas for taking ofanimals, selecting
hunters for areas, identifying waters newly infested with harmful exoticspeciessuchasEurasian
water milfoil, and adjust fishing, hunting and trapping seasons and quotas inresponsetoIndianBand
proposals for treaty harvest to ensure compliance with court rulings.. Emergency rules are limited to
a maximum duration of 18 months and are not covered in this report

Minnesota Statutes, section 3.197 requires the department to include in an)'reporttothe
legislature the cost ofpreparing the report. The estimated cost for staff time in preparing this report is
$5,600.

For more information contact:

Kathy A. Lewis at (651) 296-9564 or
Gloria Johnson at (651) 296-9559
Department ofNatural Resources
Box 45, 500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4045
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Chapter 6100 ..Outdoor Recreation 5
Cl1apter6102 .. ;Recreational vehic1es '. ~ .. 7
Chapter 6105 Wild, scenic, and recreational rivers 8
Chaptel' 611 0 Water safety; water surface use : 12
Chapter 6115 Public water resources ; .13
ChapterQ116 Water aeration systems ' : 15
Chapter 6120 Shoreland and floodplain management. , 16
Chapter 6122 Lakeshore lease appraisals 17
Chapter 6125 Mineral resources .18
Chapter 6130 FeTI'ous metallic mineral mining 20
Chapter 6131 Peat mining : : ; 21
Chapter 6132 Nonferrous metallic mineral mining 22
Chapter 6133 Restitution value for fish and wildlife 23
Chapter 6134 Endangered, threatened, special concern species 24
Chapter 6135.;.Utility crossings 25
Chapter 6136 Natural preservation 26
Chapter 6140 Boundary waters canoe area 27
Chapter 6200 Game and fish general provision~ " 28
Chapter 6212 Licenses and pelmits ~ 29
Chapter 6213 Electronic licensing : 31
Chapter 6216 HarrnfiJlexotic species 32
Chapter 6218 Public.water access : :35
Chapter 6230 Wildlife management. 36
Chapter 6232 Big game : 38
Chapter 6234 Small game ; : 40 .
Chapter 6236 Turkeys : ~ ; 41
Chapter 6238 Falconly : : .42
Chapter 6240 Migratory birds : .43
Chapter 6242 Shooting preserves and game farms ; 44
Chapter 6244 Captive wildlife .45
Chapter 6250 Private fish hatcheries ......•..........................................................46
Chapter 6254 Minnows 47
Chapter 6256 Frogs and turtles : : ~ .48
Chapter 6258 Mussels : : ~ 49
Chapter 6259 Crayfish .' ' 50
Chapter 6260 Co,mmercial fj.shing operations 51
Chapter 6262 Fishing regulations and requirements 53
Chapter 6264 Designated waters 55
Chapter 6266 Boundary waters fishingregulations ; 56
Chapter 6270 Aquatic management areas ; .57
Chapter 6280 Aquatic plants a.nd nuisances : 58
Chapter 6282 Ginseng '" 59
Chapter 6284 Wild rice : 60
Chapter 6287 Quarantine facilities 61
Chapter 6290 Fish and wildlife stamp design contests ; 62
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Chapter 6100 . Outdoor Recreation

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal ,
Parts 6100.5000, subparts 3andA ate recommendedfor repeal as thethese subparts will be

coveredby new or existing language in other subparts.,Part6100.5200, subpart3,isalso ...
recommended for repeal bec,ause the restrictions on the use ofsnowmobiles during hunting season is
found in other parts ofMinnesota Rules.•. Part 6100.5200 is alsorecommendedforrepeaLasthe\.,
prohibition against dumping is covered by Minnesota Statutes'inchapter609.Part6100.5300,
subparts 2 through 10 are recommended for repeal because the' sign specifications arenowqoyeredin
a depaliment reference manual. .Part 6100.5500 as fees for safetytraining are now estahlishedunder
law. Pmt 6100.5800 is recommended to be repealed as there. is no statutory authority for.the

. dep~rtment to assess a penalty against·a manufacturer for each machine that dO(ls not 1l1eetthe' sound .'.
certification. All ofthe above mentioned rules recommendedJorrepeaLare being addressed as a
repealer in the rulemaking dis9ussed in section number 3 below.

2. Rationale for Rules

• Public Use of State Parks and Other Recreational Areas, pmis through
6100.2400. were adopted to regulate and promote public enjoyment of state parks, forests and
recreational areas. These rules are necessary for the stewardsllip ofpublic lands for present·
use and preservation for use by future generations.·

• Public Use of State Recreation Trails
Pmts 6100.3000 through 6100.4300 provide for public use of designated state recreational

. trails while protecting the quality of the trail environmentto promote long-term trail use and
enjoyment. These rules are necessary for the stewardship ofpublic lands for present use and
preservation for use by future generations ' .

• Snowmobile Registration and Operation
Parts 6100.5000 through 6100.6000 govern registration and registration display requirements,.
speed limits, accident reporting requirements, safety training program, towing devices and
operational equipment, regul!itory signs. This chapter also covers special permits and use of
snowmobiles on public lands and waters. These rules are necessary to regulate the spod of
snowmobiling.

• Outdoor Recreation Projects
Parts 6100.7000 through 6100.7400 govern evaluation of outdoor recreation project
proposals that are eligible for financial assistance from the land and water conservation fund
administered by the federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. These rules are necessary to
establish the procedure that the departlY).ent follows in the classification, application ofstate
criteria and the assignment of state priorities. The rules also assist other entities eligible to
submit proposal to the depmiment as to the process ana criteria that is used in the evaluation
of these types ofprojects.
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3. Recommended changes

. the department is amelldingparts 6100.5000 through 6100.6000,the 8nowrnobi1eregi8trati()~apd

operation mles, and 6232.0300. The changes to part 6232.0300 willbedisc~ssedlateril1thisfegort

under the discussion. for chapter.. 6232. The departInent plans to publish a dual notice for th.eintenttO
. . '.. . .. ' ,.... .. .. . . . . . :.. :. :.:.... :.. .; .. , ,..; .. : . : :, :: .: :. ;~::.::: :.:' ;. ".:.;. :: .. : :.: ..:: ::.:.::.:.::':.: .~:.:.: :: ::.: :::~:.:.:: ..:~: ::;::::::.::::::::.:

adopt themle amendments in the fall of2003. These amendments willbring theserules,adogted
over 20 years ago, up-to-date with current laws, will change display requirel11entsto acool111'l10date
manufacturers design changes to the vehicles, update accidentreporting,and provideforapap.erless·
electronic registration system. The.changes will also update rule language on speedli

l11
itsto l11ake

them consistent with state law; updaterequil'ements for sleds,trailers,toweddevices,oger~tion~l

equipmentand lights; and eliminate diagrams and specificationsfor~aff1corregulatol)'8igIlsinthe>.
mles in favoTof a reference to the same information contained in a departInent reference manual..

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 84.03, 84.86, 85.052, 85.053, 85.20,86.71,86A.05,86A.06,
89.031, 89.19, 89.20, 89.21, and 89. 71, subdivision 4.
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Chapter 6102 Recreational Vehicles

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

Paris 6102.0001 through 6102.0080 were established to provide for ATV, ORV and OHM
registration with the DNR and provide for display of such registration. They also provide for

. regulation ofrecreational vehicle use onpublic lands, waters and trails under the jurisdiction ofthe
DNR, provide for uniform signs for regulatory purposes and establish equipment specifications,
including noise restrictions for mufflers.

3. .Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended at this time

Authority,'· Minnesota Statutes sections 84.03; 84.787 to 84.796; 84.797 to 84.805; 84.92 to
84.929; 86A.06 and 89.19
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Chapter 6105 . Wild, Scenic and Recreatiomll Rivers

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
. Several parts of this chaptei' are recommended for repeal.

Part 6105.0710 consists ofa series ofmaps ofthe rivenyay boundary On the I{ettleRiverthafarel1ot
available in theon-lineversionoftherule, arenearly illegible in the book yersionofthe rule, and
describe land acquisition. goals.withspecificityno longer need~d. •\i .........«.... ..i>./i//

. . . Part 6105.0740. consists of legal descriptionsofparcels. proposedforscenic.easelnelltiiii
acquisition on the Kettle River. With liinited oppOltunity to purchase easell1yntsfi:0ll1\Villillf{Sell~rs,
managers need flexibility to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and not be bound
by rigid acquisition goals set 25 years ago. . .

Part 6105.0750 consists oflegal descriptions ofparcels proposed forfe~~cquisiti9nonthe

Kettle River. With limited oppOltunity to purchase land from willingsellers,111allagers need
flexibility to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and not be bound by rigid
acquisition goals set 25 years ago. .

Part.6105.0760 •• is.a typical trail design graphicthatisllotavailableilltheol}-lille vel~Slcm

the rule and was intended to be an illustration, not a regulatorystandardJortr~il de~ign.

. . Part 6105.0920 consists oflegal descriptions ofparcels proposedfor scenic easement:
.acquisition on the Mississippi River. With limited oppoliunity to purchase easements from willing
sellers, managers need .flexibiHty to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and not be
bound by rigid acquisition goals set 25 years ago. .

Part 6105.0930 consists oflegal descriptions ofparcels proposed for fee acquisition onthe
Mississippi River. With limited opportunity to purchase land from willing sellers, managers need
flexibility to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and not be bound bYligid
acquisition goals set 25 years ago..

Pmt 6105.0950 consists ofa series ofmaps of the riverway boundary on the Mississippi
River that are not available in theon-line version of the rule, are nearly illegible in the book version
of the rule, and are duplicative of the legal description found in Part 6105.0910.

Part 6105.0960 also consists of a series ofmaps ofthe Mississippi River that are not
available in the on-line version of the rule, are nearly illegible in the book versionofthe rule,and
describe land acquisition goals with specificity no longer needed.

. Part 6105.1110 consists of legaldescdptions ofparcels proposed for scenic easement
acquisition on the North Fork Crow River. With limited opportunity to purchase easements from
willing sellers, managers need flexibility to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and
not be bound by rigid acquisition goals set 25 years ago.

Part 6105.1120 consists of a series ofmaps ofthe riverwayboundary on the North Fork
Crow River that are not available in the on-line version of the rule, are nearly illegible in the book
version of the rule, and aredupUcative of the legal description found in Part 6105.1100.

Pmt 6105.1130 is a typical site design graphic that is not available in the on-line version of
the rule and was intended to be an illustration, not a regulatory standard for site design.

Part 6105.1300 consists oflegai descriptions ofparcels proposed for scenic ·easement
acquisition on the Minnesota River. With limited opportunity to purchase easements :trom willing

. sellers, managers need flexibility to make purchases when funds and sellers are available and not be
bound by rigid acquisition goals set 25 years ago.

8



P~li 6105. 1310consists oflegal descriptions ofparcels proposed for fee acquisition on the
Minnesota River. With limited opportunity to purchase land from willing sellers, managets need
flexibility to make purchaseswheri funds and sellers are available and not be bound by rigid '
acquisition goals set 25 years ago. " ' . , . '

Palis 6105.1320 through 6105.1370 area ~eries ofgraphics that are not available in the on
, line version of the rule and were intended to be an illustration, not a regulatory standard for site
design.

2,'

•

•

•

•

•

•

Rationale for Rules'

State Wild and Scenic Rivers, parts 6105.0010 through 6105.0250 were adopted to preserve
and protect the outstanding scenic, recreational, natural, historicaland scientific values of
certain Minnesota rivers and their adjacentlands. These rules are necessary for the
stewardship of certain public waters for present use and preservation for use by future
generations.

Lower S1. Croix National Scenic Riverway VVater Surface Use Rules, parts 619?.o300 • '
through61 05.0350 !Vereadopt~dtopromotethe full useby all people,nowandinthefuture;
of the. water surface of theLolVerSt Croix. River in.a mall11er. consist~nt with safety for
persons and propertyandlViththe enj0}'illent of the. scenic andrecre~tional valueslVllich
caused the river to be designated amitionalscenic. riverway. 'These rules arenecessary for
the stewardship of celiainpublic waters for present use and preservation for use by future
generations. '.

Lower St. Cr'oix National Scehlc.RiverwayLandUse Rules, palis 6105.0351 through
6105.0550 IVere adopted to protect andpteserve the outstanding scenic,recreational,
geologic, fish and'vVildlife, historic,cultural, andother sinlilarvaluesofthe LowerSt.Croix
National Scenic Rivelway in a mannerconsistentwith the NationaLWild and Scenic Rivers
Act and the LowerSt. Croix River Act. These rules. are necessary for the stewardship of
certain' public waters for present use and preservation for use by future generations.

Kettle River Rules, parts 6105.0600 through 6105.0760.Were adopted to preserve and
protect that portion of the Kettle Riverfrom the Carlton-Pine. countyline to its. confluence
with the St. Croix River as a component of the State Wild and Scenic Rivers System. These
niles are neCessary for the stewardship of celiain public waters forpresent use and
preservation for use by future generations.

Mississippi River Rules, parts 6105.08QO through 6105.0960 were adoptedto preserve and
protect that portion of the Mississippi River from the county st'lteaid highway 7 bridgeat St.
Cloud to the northwestern boundaries of the cities of Anoka and Champlin as a component of
the State Wild and Scenic Rivers System. These rules are necessary for the stewardship of
certain public waters for present use and preservation for use by future generations. '

North Fork Crow River Rules,parts 6105.1000 through 6105.1130 were adopted
preserve and protect that portion of the NOlih Fork Crow River from the spillway at the
southern end of Lake Koronis to the Meeker-Wright county line as a component of the State
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Wild and Scenic Riv~rs System. These 11lles are necessary for the stewardship ofcertain
public waters for present use and preservation for use by future generations.

• Minnesota River Rules, parts 6105.1200 th~ough 6i05.1370 were adopted to preserve and
proteCt that portion of the Minnesota River from the Lac qui Parle dam to the Redwood
CountY-state aid highway 11 bridge near Franklin as a component of the State Wild and
Scenic Rivers System. These 11lles are necessary for the stewardship of certain public waters
for present use and preservation for use by future generations.

• Rum River Rules, parts 6105.1400 through 6105.1500 were adopted to preserve and protect
that portion ofthe Rum River from the Ogechie Lake spillway to a line crossing the river
between the centerllnes of Rice Street and Madison Street in the city ofAnoka as a
component of the State Wild and Scenic Rivers System. These 11lles are necessary for the
stewardship of certain public waters for present use and preservation for use by future
generations.

• Cannon River Rules, parts 6105.1550 through 6105.1700 were adopted to preserve and
protect that portion of the Cannon River from the northern city limits ofFaribault to its
confluence with the Mississippi River as a componentof the State"Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. These 11lles are necessary for the stewardship of celiain public waters for presen~
use and preservation for use by future generations.

3. Recommended changes

State Wild and Scenic Rivers: The Department is about to stmi rulemaking to amend part
6105.0210, subpart 2.C, to allow ATVuse on existing ATV trails o;n abandoned railroad lines
crossing the Rum and Kettle rivers. These trails were developed on abandoned railroad lines
subsequent to wild and scenic river designation of these two rivers; ATV use on these trails is
appropriate, but inadvertently prohibited by these 11lles. .

Lower Sf. Croix National Scenic Riverway Water Surface Use Rules: The Department is about
to start 11llemaking to amend parts 6105.0300 through 6105.0350 to update these boating 11lles to "
reflect changes reconnnended in the 2001 Cooperative Management Plan for the Lower St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway.

Lower St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Land Use Rules: The Department is about to start
rulemaking to amend palis 6105.0351 through 6105.0550 to update the land use rules to reflect
changes recommended in the 2001 Cooperative Management Plan for the Lower St. Croix National"
Scenic Riverway. These outdated rules have not been amended since they first took effect May 1,
1974.

Mississippi River Rules: The Department is about to start rul~making to amend parts 6105.0800
through 6105.0960 to update the land use rules to reflect changes recommended in the 2003
management plan for the Mississippi River component of the State Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
These outdated rules have not been amended since they first to"ok effect in 1976. "

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103F.305-103F.345, l03F.351.
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Chapter 6110 Water Safety, Wat~r Surface Use

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal: .
None.

2. Rationale for Rules

..

•

Boat and.Water Safety; pmis 6110.0160. through 6110.2300 i··.·.·· .•·ii// <i· .....< ..............•·i i ..
. These rules set most oHhe technical standard~ forthe boat and water safety programthat is
mandated under federal law and Chapter 86B, includingregistration, safety equipment, safe
loading and powering, boat operation, aids. to navigation, temporary structures administration
and. accidentreporting. .

Water surface Use Managem6nt, parts 6110.3000 through 6110.4200
a) 6110.3000-.3800 .setthe technicalrequirements and proceduresi for localunits of
govemll1ent seekingto implell1ent',Vatersurface use zoningund.erIvlSi.§86B.205;
b) 6110.4000 ·setssurface lIse restrictions for SquareLake. in Washington Co;
c) 6110.4100 sets surface use restrictions forJanner'sLakeinWashington Co;
d) 6110.4200 sets surfacy use restyictions·.for BrownLake.in Mille Lacs.Co.

3. RecOlumended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sections
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Chapter 6115 . Public. Water Resources

•

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules
. .

Fees for Water Permits and Permits for UndergroUJid Gas orLiquid Storage, paris
6115.0010 through 6115:0120, were adopted to establish fee schedules for permit
applications, field inspections, and monitoring, with regard for permits required by
Minnesota Statutes, section 103G.271 and section 103G.301.. These rules are necessary for
the calculation ofpelmit application fees using the parameters identified in the statute,
amendment and transfer fees, field inspection fees, fees for monitoring activities, annual
water ;;tppropriation processing fees and water appropriation processing fee exemptions.

•. Fees for Underground Storage of Gas or Liq~id in Natural Formations, part 6115.0130,
was adopted to establish the pelmit application fees and additional fees for processing and
analyzing the application as required by Minnesota Statutes, section 1031.681. These rules
are necessary for the calculation of the permit application fee, additional fees for field
inspection and monitoring, refund of fees, and billing and payment of fees.

•

•

•

•

Standards and Criteria for Granting P ermitsto Change the Sourse,Currenforc;ross
Section of Public Waters, palis 6115.0150 through 6115.0~80,,,ver~adoptedtoiP~()vicl~for

the orderly and consistent review ofpermit applications as required by Minnesota Statutes,
section 103G.315. These rules are necessary in order to conserve and utilize the water
resources of the state in the best interest of its people.. In deciding to issue peTil1its, the
department shall be guided by the policies and requirements declared in Minnesota StatUtes,
sections 103A.201, 103A.208, 103F.101, 103.105, 103F.205,103F.351, 103G.297,
103G.305, and 116:0.04.

Dams, patts 6115.0300 through 6115.0520, were adoptedpursuant to Laws ofMinnesota
1978, chapter 779, section 8 (now section103G.535).· These rules are necessary toregulate
the construction and enlargement of dams, as well as the repair, alteration, maintenance,
operation, transfer ofownership, and abandonment, in a manner as to best provide for public
health, safety, and welfare.

Water Appropriation and Use Permits, parts 6115.0600 through 6115.0810, were adopted
to provide for the orderly and consistent review ofpelmit applications for appropriation and
use ofwaters of the state as required by Minnesota Statutes; sectioi1103G.315. These rules
are necessary to conserve and utilize the water resources of the state in the public interest. In

. the application of these parts; the department shall be guided by the policies and requirements
declared in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 103G and 116D., .

Lake Improvement Districts, parts 6115.0900 through 6115.0980, were adopted to provide
for the orderly establishment oflake improvement districts in a manner that will preserve and
protect the lakes ofMinnesota and enhance the use and enjoyment of these lakes. These
rules provide guidelines, criteria, and standards for the establishment oflake improvement
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districts by counties, cities, and towns,asauthorizedby Minnesota Statutes, section
103B.501 through 103B.581, 103G.605 and 103G.621. .

. . .

• State Water· Bank Program, palis6115.1200 through 6115.1280, were adopted ·pursuant to
Mimlesota Statutes, section 103F~601.. These rules are necessary to implement and make
specific the statewater bank program and indemnification process establishedby statute for
the purpose of compensating fmmers for not conveliing certain kinds ofwetland to cropland.

• . Agricultural Dike Construction Along the Redlliver ofthe Northand Bois De sioui
Rivers, parts 6115.1300 through 6115.1400, were adopted to prbvidefor the orderly and
consiste~lt review ofpelmit applkations to construct, relocate,repuild,or alter. agricultural
dikes along the Red River of the North and the Bois de Sioux Rivers in order to assurethat
the ·granting of such permits would be in the best interests of the. people.ofMinnesota and
North Dakota. The authority to establish thesy joint criteria is granted to the Commissioner
ofNatural Resources in Minnesota Statutes, sections·l03G.245,j03G.105 and471.59 and'to
the North Dakota State Water Commission by SeCtions 61-02-24 and 61-16~15 of the North
Dakota Century Code. Additional authority to adopt rulesrelatingtofloodplaindevelopment
is authorized in sections 103F.141 andJ03F.161.Theserulesarenecessaryasthetwostates
recognize that establishment of these pmis governing the issuance,review, anddenialof
pelmits to constrUct, rylocate, rebuild, Of. alter agricultural dikesalongtheboundaryrivers is
the first step in the exercise ofjoint control over these aCtivities which could contribute to an
increased flood potential ofthese rivers. .

3. Recommended Changes

No changes are recommended at this time.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 103B.501 through 103B.581,103F.601, 103G.105,
103G.245, 1030.271, 103G.301, 103G.315, 103G.535, 103G.605, 103G.621, 1031681,471.59.
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Chapter 6116 . Water Aeration Systems

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None.

2. Rationale forRules,·. parts ••6116.0010·through.·6116.0070, therulespertainingto theaer~ti9~
program; describe how the Department ofNatural Resources will issue permits for the operation of
aeration systems in public waters. The purpose ofthe permit is .tlv0 fold, first toensuretre~afe
operation of aeration systems in public waters. The secondreasonistoensure.the appropriateipse of
aeration technology.· Aeration is mainly used as a managel11enttoolto prevent \Vinterlcilloffish in
order to provide greater angling opportunities for the public.•• Sther potelltialbenefitsofaeration
inClude, but are not lil11ited to,. prevention ofice•damage to shorelines and permanentstructures,
improving water quality, and maintaining open water for captive waterfowl.

The. safety aspect of the program is very important to allowingvariousotherusesofthelakesBrface
while operating the aeration systel11. The aeration system allows oxYpen toe~t~rthelake?)'.creating

and maintaining an open water area during the winter months.• The11l1es definether~sponsi~ilitiesof

the permittee such as attending safety workshops provided by DNR staff, inspecting and allowing for
inspections of the' system on a.frequent basis,tequiring liabilityinsurance,and posting thi~i~esigl1s

around the areas of thin ice and open water created by the system, as well as waming signs onthe
shore at the public access points.

3. Recommended Changes
The 2003 legislature has initiated a pennit fee of $250; the rules will be revised to reflectthe
change.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, section 103 G. 611
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Chapter 6120 Shorehmd~ndFloodplainManagelllent

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

•

•

Floodplain Management, palis 6120.5000through 6120.6200> were mandatedby the
.Minl1esota legislature throughThe Floodplain ManagementAct.of1969,MinnesotaStatutes
Chapter 103F, for local governments to adopt and enforceFlbodplain Qrdinances.> These
lUles are necessary to provide guidelilles, criteria, and standardsiforordinance adoption by
counties, cities, and towns. Their purpose is to provide guidancefortheyvisedeyelopmentc)f
floodplains thereby preventing loss of life and reducing/minimizing property damages due to
floods. To date 400+ communities have approved floodplain orclin.mc:es.

~ .: ....

Shoreland Management, palis 6120.2500 through 6120.3900, including a model ordinance,
were mandated by the Minnesota legislature through The Shoreland Management Act of
1969, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103F for local governments to adopt and enforce.
Shoreland Management Ordinances. These rules are necessary to provide guidelines, criteria,
and standards for ordinance adoption by counties, cities, and towns. Their purpose is to
provide guidance for the wise development of shorelands ofpublic waters and thus preserve
and enhance the quality of surface waters. To date 200 + communities have approved
shoreland management ordinances.

3. Recommended Changes .. . .
At this time the depaliment is not recommending any rule changes in Chapter 6120.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 103F.101 through 103F.165 (Floodplain Management)
and Minnesota Statutes sections 103F.201 through 103F.221 (Shoreland Development).
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Chapter 6122 Lal{eshore Lease Appraisals

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal .
None

2. Rationale for Rules . .>i »<>
Minnesota Statutes, section 92.46 required the commissioner ofnatural resources to adopt

rules for leasing state lands for cottage and camp purposes. Thelaw reqllires the rules. to address the
method of appraising the property and an appeal procedure for both the appraisedvaluesalldlease
rates. Minnesota Rules, parts 6122.0100 to 6122.0400 specify thelTIethodofdeterlTIiningalot' s
appraised value and the appeal process.. The rules are needed for providingthe state lessees ..• •.. .
assurances on the manner in which the lots are appraised and the procedures theyfollow ifthey
disagree with that detenninati()ll.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, section 92.46
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Ferrous Metallic Mineral Mining

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules
. .

• Parts 6130.0100 through 6130.0400 are necessary to define specific terms used in the
remainder of the chapter and define the scope of this chapter ofi'ules.

•.' Taconite and Iron Ore Reclamation Standards, parts 6130.1000 through.6130.4100 are
necessaryto establish the criteria for mining operations in order to achieve a mining program
that minimizes adverse impacts cifmining operations on the environment and the public.
They establish exclusion and avoidance areas for mining, mine disposal requirements and
buffer and bamer zones. They also create standards for stockpile design and construction
and runoff, tailings basins, erosion control, and deactivation requirements.

• Metallic Minerals Mining Permit, palis 6130,4200 through 6130.6300, are necessary to
establish the criteria for a mining pelmit program. They identifythe application procedure,
Identify the documentation required by the pelmit applicant, criteria for the mine operating
plan and deactivation plan, procedures for objections to be made, and grounds for amending
and canceling the permit to mine. They also cover financial security requirements.

3. Recommended Changes
No'changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 93.47
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Minerai Resources

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules
. ... .

• Permits and Leases for Metallic Minerals, Except IronOre and Taconite Ore

Parts 6125.0 100"through part 6125.0700 are the rules for permits and leases for metaIIic
minerals, except iron ores and taconite ores. These rules estabiish asystem for leasing state
lands and minerals for metaIIic minerals, except iron ores and taconite ores through public
sale, however, the rules also establish for leasing through negotiation. Part 6125.0q10
establishes a Preference Rights leasing system, which allows the commissioner to establish a
list ofmining units that are available for leasing through application and lists the criteria for
establishing the preference rights mining units. These rules are therefore reasonable and
necessary to enable the commissioner to issue leases for the purpose of exploring for, mining
and removal of metaIIic minerals, except iron ores and taconite ores.'" The rules were
amended in 1995 and reflect current practice.

" .

• Permits and Leases for Sand and Gravel
•....., .

Parts 6125.6000 through.7100 are the rules governing permits and leases for· sand and gravel
prospecting for and mining and removal of sand and gravel under the waters ofpublic lakes
or streams. These rules are necessaryfottheissuance ofpermits andJeases for sand alld
gravel prospecting and mining under the waters ofpublic lakes orstreall1s.Althoughthis

"leasing program: is dormant at this time, these rules should remain in place so that the process
is available should the program be activated in themtrue. "

• " Leases of State Lands for Selected Industrial Minerals

Parts 6125.8000-8700 are the rules for leasing state-owned lands for selected industrial
minerals. These rules. establish a system for leasing state lands and minerals for industrial
minerals primarily through negotiation, however, the rules also establish for le"asing through
public sale. These rules are therefore reasonable and necessalY to enable the commissioner
t6 issue leases for the purpose of exploring for, mining and removal of selectedindustrial
minerals. The rules were established in 1995 and reflect CUlTent practice. "

3. Recommended Changes

There are no recommended changes at this time.

Authority for these rules is at Minnesota Statutes, section 93.25.
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Chapter 613(f. Ferrous Metallic Mineral Mining

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

. .

• Parts 6130.0100 through 6130.0400 are necessary to define specific terms used in the
remainder of the chapter and define the scope of this chapter ofiules.

• .. Taconite and Iron Ore Reclamation Standards, parts 6130.1000 through.6130.4100 are
necessaryto establish the criteria for mining operations in order to achieve a mining program
that minimizes adverse impacts Ofmining operations on the environment and the public.
They establish exclusion and avoidance areas for mining, mine disposal requirements and
buffer and bamer zones. They also create standards for stockpile design and construction
and runoff, tailings basins, erosion control, and deactivation requirements.

• . Metallic Minerals Mining Permit, parts 6130,4200 through 6130.6300, are necessary to
establish the criteria for a mining pelmit program. They identify the application procedure,
Identify the documentation required by the pelmit applicant, criteria for the mine operating
plan and deactivation plan, procedures for objections to be made, and grounds for amending
and canceling the permit to mine. They also cover financial security requirements.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 93.47
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Chapter 6131 Peat Mining

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

• General Provisions,palis 6131.0100 through 6131.0300 are necessary to establish the
applicable meanings used in this chapter and define the scope of the rules, which is to
iniplement Minnesota Statutes 93.44 through.93.51 to control possible adyerse effects ofpeat
mining on the environment.

• .Peatland Reclamation Standards, pmis .1.0100 through 6131.03QO, ate necessaryto set
fOIih the scope ofpermit requirements, reclamation standards, identify·avoidance areas for
peat mining, establish r~quirements forluine design. to ensure compatibility with sUlTounding
nonmining land uses .. and tq minimize adversewaterquality..Therulesalsogove111
requirements for sit~ restoration and cleanup and responsibility for such..

• Permit Requirements, parts 613·1.0140 through 6131.0180, ate necessaryto 111anagethe
pem1itto mine program by establishing the duties of the permitholder and thedocumentation
that must be provided by the permit applicant, reporting requirements and standards for
deactivation andrelease. . . . .
. . ..." .

• Procedures and Standards,palis 6131.0190through part 6i31.0340, providefor the
procedures for submitting a permit application, variance procedures, amendments to and
cancellatiOn of a permit. They also provide for· revocation or modification ofthe permit,
suspensions of and financial assurance requirements. They also provide for a hearing process
in the event of a dispute.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 93.461
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Chapter 6132 Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Mining

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

• General Provisions; palis 6132.0100 through part 6132.0300, are necessary to define specific
terms of ali used in the remainder 'of the chapter and define the scope of this chapter ofrules.

• Permit Requirements, parts 6132.1000through part 6132.1400, establish the requirements
for mine waste characterization plans and permit application documentation requirements.
These parts also cover financial assurance, repOliing requirements and the process for
releasing a permittee.

• Reclamation Standards, palis 6132.2000 through part 6132.3200, cover the reclamation
standards for a nonferrous metallic mineral mining operation. These are necessary for the
pennitting program to establish the requirements and goals to be achieved through
reclamation of a mining site. These include stockpile management, tailing basins designs,
heap and dump leaching facilities and erosion control. The rules also cover closure and post
closure maintenance. .

• Administrative Procedures, palis 6132.~000 through 6132.5300, identify the application
process and procedures for obtaining a permit to mine, publication of such and the applicant
and the hearing procedures for a pelmit to mine application. The rules also cover

. amendment, variances, assignment, revocation and release ofthe permittee, in addition to
wetland replacement requirements.

3. Recommended Changes .
No chmi.ges are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 93.44 to 93.93.51; 1030222
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Chapter 6133 Restituti()nValue for Fish and' Wildlife

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

Parts 6133,0010 through part 6133.0090 establish by rule the' dollarvalueto. the state of speciesof
wild animals .•.These rules. establish a prima facie value for restitution to. the state in the event that
animals are taken illegally or to. establish a value forpersons taking an animal legally.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 97A.345

21



Chapter 6134 Endangered Threatened, Special Concern Species

1. Rules Recommended for Repeai
None

2. Rationale for Rules Parts 6134.0100 through 6134.0400

Minn. Stat. sec. 84.0895, subd.· 3, requires the commissionerofnaturalresourcestdadoptrules
.designating ·species meeting the statutOly definitionsofe~dangered,.threatened, ?rsgecies ofspec.ial
concern. The resulting List ofEndangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species was created in
1984 and was amended in 1996. The List draws attention to species that~reatgreatest risk of.
extinction within the state.. By alerting resource managers and the public to species in jeopardy,
activities can be reviewed and prioritized to help preserve the diversity and abundance of
Minnesota's native flora and fauna.

3.Recolllmended Changes.
No changes are proposed.

Authority: .Mi1111esota Statufes section 84,0895, subd. 3
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Chapter 6135 Util~ty Crossings

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None.

2. Rationale for Rules

Miimesota Statute, section 84.415 required the comm{ssioner ofnatural resources to adopt
rules containing standards and criteria governing the sale oflicenses permitting the passage of
utilities over public lands and waters. Patis 6135.0100 to 6135;0800 sets fees and standards for the
.utility licenses and criteria for minimizing the environmental impact of such crossings. Utilities
covered include pipelines, electric transmission lines, electric distributionlines,telephone, telegraph,
and fiber optic.· The rules are needed for the setting ofrates to use the state-owned lands and the .
crossing of state public waters. Basic standards for design, safety considerations, and environmental
protection provide expectations as to construction and operation to the licensees;

3. Recommended Changes

Pursuant to Laws of2003, Chapter 128, Art. 1, Sec. 158, the deparhnent isadoptillg
amendments to the peTI)lanent rulesonutiHtylicenses under the proceduresof Minllesota Statutes,
sec. 14.388, clause (3) to reflect th~ changes in law. .

Authority: .Minnesota Statutes, seciion84.415·
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Chapter 6136 Natural Preservation

•

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rllies .
. :.: : .. :...... . "

• . Scientific and Natural Areas, parts 6136.0100 through 6136.0600. Environmental
protection ·and public use of scientific and natural areas, parts 6136.0100 through 6136.0600,
were adopted to regulate environmental protection and public use in order to safeguard the
natural resources found on scientific and natural areas. The rules' are necessary for the .
protection and stewardship of the inherent natural values found on the lands and waters of
scientific and natural areas and for the enjoyment and lIse by present and fhture generations.

Critical Natural Habitat, palis 6136.0700~ Priorities for Acquisition and Improvement ~f
Critical Natural Habitat

• Sfr()ll1afolifes, part··6·136.·0S.00,·Possession,··Moving,••••or•• bisturbillgStr0il1afolites,.•··
was adopted to ensure that stromatolites are left alone and preserved unmolested inthe beds
ofpublic waters. The rules are necessary for the preservation of these unusual natural
resource features in the limited areas in which they are found.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 84.03; 84.994, 84.1525
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Chapter 6140 Boundary Waters Canoe Area

1. "Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

Pmis6140.O!00 through part 6140.1500 regulate usewithintheB.vyCA.to ll1aintail1it~eprimitive
wilderness character of the area, pmiicularlythelakes.andstreall1s and the landsinthe yiqinityofthe
lakes, streams and portages, in a manner that recognizes state law, administrative and judicial
actions, and the federal regulations and administrative guides ofthe Forest ServiCe governing the
Federal Lands in the area.

3. Recommended Changes
"No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesotd Statutes section 84.027, 84.03
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Chapter 6200 Game and Fish General Provisions .

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules
Pmis 6200.0100 and 6200.0200 provide for general definitionsapplicableto folloiViI1g chapters
governing game and fish and other general provisions. Theseas.sist in interpreting the following
chapters on game and fish regulations and clarify terminology.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sections 97A.255 and 97B.075
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, Chapter 6212 Licenses and Pennits '

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal

Minnesota Rules part 6212.0100 through 6212.0400, 6212.0500,Subp.i 1,'Subp.2'iSubp. 3,
Subp. 4, and Subp. 5 (A), 6212.0600 through 6212.1000, 6212. 11 00, Subp. 1,Subp.2,Subp. 3,
Subp. 4, and Subp. 5 (A), 6212.1200 and 6212.1300 should be repealed because Mil1nes()ta:
Rules part 6213.0100 through 6213.0800 deal with the electromc issuance oflicenses and passes

and replaces the parts of Chapter 6212 mentioned above. •.. •. ,... " ' . .• ••.••••
Minnesota Rules part 6212.1700, covering pennits for deer as pets, should be repealed

because ,Laws of Minnesota for 2003, Chapter 128, s'ection 55, reIllov,ed thecornm,'issioner's
. •.... .. .. . : • c ; . :: : ::: : : :.:: .. : .:.. : :. :.: .. : ~.: . ;.. : '.:. :: : .. :: .

authority to issue permits for l<:eeping deer as pets.• '. •.••••• / ••••.••.•• <••.•• ...../../ ..... ..i
The depmiment is repealing part 6212.2600, subpart 2. Thislanguageis being moved to

part 6262.0100 to consolidate all fish possession language. The mle repeal snould be effective by
the end of 2003 ..Further information on the change may be found intheStatemenf ofNeedand .
Reasonableness, dated May 7, 2003. This document isavailablefr0IiltheJJepartmentofNatural
Resources, Division of Fisheries. The proposedmle changeswerepublishedinthe·State
Register on June 2,2003.

2. Rationale for Rules
I

• Minnesota Rules part 6212.0500, subp. 5 (B) and 6212. the
issue of voided licenses and passes and the license agents accoUl1tability for them.
Currently Chapter 6213 does not contain language coverillg the voided licenses. Until
such time as we have had the opportunity to incorporate voided licenses into 6213, we

, will need to maintain language in 6212.

• Possession, Scientific and Collecting Permits, parts 6212.1400 through 6212.1500, were'
adopted to regulate the' issuance ofpermits for ta1dng, transportation, disposal, or possession
ofwild animals for scientific or educational purposes. They are necessary to establish
consistent issuance, reporting, and revocation requirements for these permits;

, ,

• Permits for Use of Contraceptive Chemicals, part 6212.1750, was adopted to regulate the
use of contraceptive chemicals in wildlife. It is necessary to meet the requirements ofMinn.
Stat. Sec. 97A,50 1, subd. 3 and to assure that the use of such chemicals is consistent with
management objectives for protecting and managing public wildlife resoUrces

• Threatened an!f Endangered Species, parts 6212.1800 through 6212.2300,Minnesota
Statutes, sec. 84.0895 (Protection of Threatened and Endangered Species), subd. 5, allows
DNR to "undertake management programs, issue orders, and adopt rules nece~sary to bring a
resident species ofwild animal or plant that has been designated as threatened or endangered
to a point where it is no longer threatened or endangered" and further specifies that these .
management programs include "regulated taking". The above-referenced rules have been
created under this statute for the purpose of regulating treatment ofthrtatened and
endangered'species to prevent the further decline and extirpation (permanent disappearance)
of these species in the state. Part 6212.1800 explains requirements for permits to take,
import, transport, purchase, sell, dispose or possess a threatened or endangered species of
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•

•

plant ot animal for research or education. Part 6212.2100 specifies three otherreasollS fot
which a permit can be issued (enhance propagation or sUrvival, to prevent injury, social and·
econ9mic benefit outweighs harm); this language is takendirectly fromstatute.Pmt
6212.2200 explains conditions under which processed specimens of endangered orthreatehed
species can be possessed.. Part 6212.2300 specifiesadditio¥al reqllirelTIents fordelhTeryiof
the carcass to DNR when a threatened or endangered animal is taken because of a threat to
human life.

Fishing Contests, parts 6212.2400 through 6212.2800, FishingContests, parts6212.2400
through 6212.2800 were adopted to provide guidelines for the implementation offishing
tomnaments. It is necessary to meet therequirementsofMinn.Stat..Sec.97C.0~landto
assure that the tournament activities are managed to minimize user conflicts, to protect
fish and fish habitat, and for the safety ofpalticipants .

Fish Toxicants, parts 6212.2900 through 6212.3000, Were adoptedtbrequirethafpeoplE:
with permits to apply fish toxicants have insurance coverage. It is necessary tOllleetthe.
requirements ofMinn. Stat-Sec. 978.051 and to ensure thatperm1tteesareinsuredin
case of property damage or bodily injury.

3. Recommended Changes
There are no recommended changes.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 84.0895,85.41, 97A.401,
97A.485,97A.501, 97C.051, 97C.081 .
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Chapter 6213 Electronic Licensing

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

• Minnesota rules Chapter 6213.0100 through 6213.0800 are the rules for the procedures
for issuing electronic licenses, license agent management, revenue collection, and
reporting procedures for th~ department's electronic licensing system (ELS).

3. Recommended Changes
No changes recommended at this time

Authority:.MS 84.027, 84.79, 84.798, 84.8205, 84.86, 84.924, 86B.211, 97AA05, 97A485
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Chaptet6216 Harmful Exotic Species

PROHIBITED EXOTIC SPECIES.
REGULATED EXbTIC SPECIES.
UNREGULATED EXOTIC SPECIES.

1. Rules Recommendedfor Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules, Patis 6216.0100 through 6216.0600

The primary purpose of the exotic species rules is"to preserve and protect native speciesa11d
communities ofwild animals and aquatic plants, ensuring continued recreational oppOlwnities and
other uses of the natural resources of the state. Another purpose ofthe mlesistoprovideap'ublic

. process for designating infested waters' and. classifying and designating\exotic species of aquatiy
plants and wild animals. . .

According to Minnesota Statutes, sections 84D.04 and 84D.12; the c011U11issioner shall use
rulemaking to classify exotic species according to the following categories: ptohibitede1i.0ticspecies,
which may not be possessed, impOlied,purchased, sold, propagated,.tratlspolied,orjntroduceci
(except as provided in section 84D.05); regulated exotic species, whichmay not be introduced
(except as provided in section 84D.07); unlisted exotic species, which aresubjectto the classification
procedure in section 84D.06; and umegulated exotic species, which arenot subject to regulation • '.'
under this chapter. Therefore, the following patis are. necessary to designateprohibited,regulated and
unregulated exotic species:

M.R. 6216.0250
M.R. 6216.0260
M.R. 6216.0270

• Permits for prohibited and regulated exotic species, part 6216.0265, continues to be
needed as it describes the circumstances when a permit is required and allowedfor prohibited
and regulated exotic species and alternate permits that may authorize an introduction of a
regulated exotic species. It describes the qualifications that a person must satisfy in order to
be issued a pernlit for prohibited or regulated exotic species. This part also addresses
inspections of facilities or equipment used to confine prohibited exotic species and the
transferability, renewal, and revocatiOl:1 ofpelmits.

• Escape of exotic species, part 6216.0280, is necessary to establish the information that must
be provided to the Department when a person reports an unauthorized introduction of
prohibited, regulated, or unlisted exotic species in the state as it is required by Minn. Stat.,
sec. 84D.08. The type of information to be provided is not specified in statute and it is
necessary to specify the requirements so the permittee; other members of the public, and the
Department know what information should be provided in order to consider a pers9nin
compliance with Minn. Stat., sec. 84D.08 (a) and not be subject to criminal penalties fo1' the
unauthorized introduction under Minn. Stat., sec: 84D.08 (b).

• Process for review of proposed. introductions of unlisted exotic species, part 6216.0290, is
necessalY to establish what infonuation is required from a person who requests that the
commissioner review an unlisted exotic species of aquatic plant or wild animal for
introduction according to Minn. Stat.,sec. 84D.06. .
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• Iderttification, notice, andmarldng ofinfested waters, part 6216.0300; is needed to
.specify how the department will identify infested waters that have been· designated by the
department.

• . Designation of infested waters, part 6216.0350, subparts 1 through 6, designate waters of
the state currently known to contain populations of Eurasian water milfoil (subpart 1), round
goby (subpart 2), ruffe (subpart 3), spiny water flea (subpart4),Whitepetch (sulJpart5),alld
zebra mussel (subpart 6) as "infested waters." The presence ofthese species in the listed
waters has been confirmed by biologists from the Department.

• Restricted activities oil infested waters, pmt 6216.0400, govemstheuseofinfestedwaters
for fish hatchery or aquatic farm.operations.

Transportation of water from infested Waters, part>6216.0500, continuestobeilnpoliant
to help prevent the spread ofharmful exotic species such as zebra mussels, spiny water fleas,
and an increasing threat of fish diseases from one water to another.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended at this time.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, section, 84D.12
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Chapter 6218 Public Water Access

1. Rules Recommended for Kepe:l1
None

2. Rationale for Rules

Parts 6218.0100 and 62(8.0200 govern the use ofpublicwater~ccesssite.
appropriate use and identify prohibited uses ofpublic resources.
preserve the access sites for the use~ benefit and enjoyment of the I-'Uu'uv,

4. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section, 86A.05 and 86A.06.
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Chapter 6230 Wildlife Management

1. Rules RecolIlmendedforRepeal
The following rules are recommended for repeal: .

• Part 623 O. 0400, subparts 29 and 37 are recommended for repeal because these two
state game refuges under Minn. Stat. Sec. 97k085, subd

• Part 6230.0800, subpart 3 is recommended fonepeal because
controlled hunting zone is being eliminated

2. Rationale for Rules. .
• Wildlife Management Areas,.parfs 6230.0100 through6230.0280,were adopted to regulate

hunting and trapping in state wildlife management areas and to establish public use rules for
those areas consistent with statutes and the management purposes for the units. These rules
are necessary to regulate use and management ofthese areas.

• . State Game Refuges, parts 6230.0300 through 6230.0400,were adopted to regulate hunting
and trapping in State Game Refuges. Refuges are closed to hunting and trapping unless
opened by rule, and these rules are necessary to provide for management and use ofwildlife
populations within these refuges.

• Controlled Hunting Zones, parts 6230.0500 through 6230.1100, were adopted to establish
and regulate hunting within areas on or adjacent to wildlife management areas or game
refuges with high concentrations ofwaterfowl. These rules are necessary to protect
populations ofmigratory waterfowl using these areas, and to provide for safe hunting
conditions.

• National Wildlife Refuges and Federal WaterfowlProduction Areas, palis 6230.1200
through 6230.1300, were adopted to provide for general hunting regulations in these areas.
These rules are necessary to open or close these areas to particular types ofhunting under
state regulation.

• State Forests, parts 6230.1400, establish that hunting by firearms in portions of the
Brightsdale Management Unit of the Richard Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest
surrounding the forest resource center in Fillmore county is not allowed in areas that are
posted closed to firearms hunting.

• Transfer of Wild Animals by Gift, parts 6230.1500 through 6230.1600, identify what must
be done by a donor in order to legally transfer a lawfully taken protected wild animal. This
will assist enforcement officers in detelmining that protected wild animals were in fact
lawfully taken and that the possessor of such has received such in a lawful manner. Part
6230.1600 identifies the lakes that have been identified for wildlife managementpurposes· .
and which are closed to airboat use unless otherwise designated. This allows for better.
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management practices on these lakes that have been identifiedforWMA purposes:

3. Recommended Changes
. The department is undergoing mlemaking that will amend pans 6230.0200, 6230.0250,

6230.0·400,6230.0600 through 6230.0800, and 6230.1000. The department plans to publish a dual
notice for.the intent to adopt the mle amendments in the fall of2003. These amendments will
incorporate changes to wildlife management area, state game refuge, and controlled hunting zone - .
mles that are generally designed to increase harvest opportunity and improve population
management capabilities. Some more restrictive wildlife management area mles are because ofdeed
or gift restrictions on certain parcels, orto address safety issues..

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sections 86A.06, 97A.091, 97A.092, 97A.I0l, 97A.135,and
97A.137, 97.A.505, 97B.305, 97B.311, 97B.411, 97B.505, 97B.515. 97B.605,
97B.711, 97B.731, 97B.803

34



Chapter 6232 .
. .

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal .
The followingrulesarerecommended for repeal: . ..•••••• « < ·•••·..<i

.• Part 6232.0200, subp 3; part 6232.1100, subp 5; part 6232.1200; part 6232.1900, subp 2; part
. 6232.2450; part 6232.3800, subp 2; and part 6232.4700, subps 3, 4, 6, 7, 11-15, 17-19,22-24,27,

30,34,36,38,41,42,44,47,49-51,53,66, 74, and 87.

2. Rationale for Rules

• Big Game General Restrictions, part 6232.0100, was adopted to provide general regulations
for the taking ofbig game (deer, bear, moose, elk) that applied to all big game species. These
rules are necessary to provide for the general regulation and management ofthese species and
to reduce duplication in specific rules that apply to each species ofbig game individually (see
below).

. ..

• .Deer, pmis 6232.0200 through62322500, were adopted to provide regulations for taking
deer by archery, firearms, and muzzleloader and to provide special provisions for hunters
with disabilities. These rules are necessary to provide for open seasons, methods,bag limits,
tagging imd registration, zones, and licensing and application procedures for deer hunting.

• Bears, parts 6232.2600 through 6232.3500, were adopted to provide regulations for taking
bears. These rules are necessary to provide for open seasons, methods, bag limits, tagging
and registration, perinit areas, and licensing and application procedures for bearhunting.

• Moose, parts 6232.3600 through 6232.4100, wete adopted to provide regulations for taking
moose. These rules are necessary to provide for open seasons, methods, bag limits, tagging
and registration, zones, and licensing and application procedures for moose hunting.

• Elk, parts 6232.4200 through 6232.4600 Were adopted to provide regulations fot taking elk.
These rules are necessary to provide fot open seasons, methods, bag limits, tagging and
registration; zones, and licensing and application procedures for elk hunting.

• Deer and Bear Registration Blocks, part6232.4700, was adopted to divide the state into a
system of geographic blocks with similar vegetation cover, land use, and ownership. The
rule is necessary to provide for management ofpopulations and harvests of deer, bear and
other species. Without such a management tool, harvest distribution cannot be controlled in

. different geographic areas, resulting in overharvests insome areas and underharvests in other
areas.

3. Recommended Changes
The depmiment is undergoing rulemaking that will amend parts 6232.0200-6232.0700,

6232.1000-6232.1300,6232.1600-6232.2000, 6232.2100, 6232.2900, 6232.3800, 6232.4100, and
6232.4700. The department plans to publish a dual notice for the intent to adopt the rule amendments
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in the fall of2003. These amendment~will incorporate changes to big game hunting that will
improve population management capability and eliminate unnecessary paperWork and mailing costs
for hunters and the departlTIent. hl addition, some ofthe changes are to adoptrules consistent with
new procedures related to electronic licensing and to makeulles consistent with changes "i!l statutes.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes Section 97A.431, 97A.433, 97A.535, 97B.211, 97B.301, 97B.305,
97B.311, 97B.405,97B.411, 97B.425, 97B.431, 97B.505, and 97B.515.
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Chapter 6234 Small Game

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
The following rules are recommended for repeal:

• Pili 6234.1800 and part 62342600, subparts 1 and 2.

2. Rationale for Rules

. , .','", "", , '" " ',". "'. '" "." "',, """',,..,<i"'··.<"'·.,,·
General Restrictions, parts 6234.0100 through 6234.0800, were adopted to provide hUlltlIlg
regulations for the. taking ofresident (non-lTIigratory) smallgame,illcluclinggrouse,
pheasants, gray partridge, rabbits, hares, and squirrels. Therules are necessary to prQvide for
open seasons and areas, methods, and linlits for. these species.

•

•

•

Furbearers and trapping, parts 6234.0900 through 6234.2900, were adopted to provide
hunting alld trappingregulations for thetaking offur-bearil1g anilTIals, illyluding l11ink;
mus1aat, beaver, ()tter, raccoon, fox, badger,.opossllm, bobcat,fisher,.al1d pille lTIarten.The
rules are necessary to provide for openseasons and areas, methods of take, limits, pelting
fees, and tagging andregistration requirements for these species.

Predator Control, parts 6234.3000 through 6234.3400, were adopted to provide regulations
for the. state directed predator control program. They are necessary to prescribe predator .

.controller certification, procedures, and compensation'as directed by Minnesota Statutes
Section 97B.671. .

Take a Kid Hunting, part 6234.3500, wasadopteeltoprescribeithedatesforTake a
Hunting Weekend as directed byMinnes6ta Statutes Section 97AA45, subd. 5.

3. Recommended Changes . '" . . '. .
The department is undergoing rulemaking that will amend parts 6234.0800, 6234.1200~

6234.1400, 62~4.1600-6234.1800, 6234.2000, 6234.2300, 6234.2400,'and 6234.2600. The
depmiment plans to publish a dual notice for the intent to adopt the rule amendments in the of2003.
These am'endments will standardize some seasons, methods, and lilnits for hunting by falconry and
for taking furbearers, and will simplify tagging requirements for furbearers. '

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sections 97B.031, 97B.I05, 97B.605, 97B.6J1, 97B.615, 97B.621,
97B.625, 97B.631, 97B.635, 97B.711, 97B.715, 97B.901, 97B.911, 97B.915,
97B.921, 97B.925, 97B.926, 97B.935, and 97B.951.
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Chapter 6236· Wild Turkeys

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None.

2.. Rationale for Rules

• Turkey Hunting, parts 6236.0100 through 6236.1000, were adopted to regulate the taking of
wild turkeys. These rules are necess'ary to provide definitions, seasons, shooting hours,
methods oftake, drawing application procedures, permit areas, and limits for wild turkey
hunting.

• Turkey Hunting Guides, parts 6236.1100 and 6236.1300, were adopted to regulate guiding
ofwild turkey hunters. These rules are necessary to prescribe the qualifications for turkey
guide licenses as required by Minn. Stat. Sec. 97B.725..

3. Recommended Changes .
. The department is undergoing rulemaking that will amend parts 6236,0300, 6236.0600,

6236.0810, and 6236.0900. The department plans to publish·a dual notice for the intent to adopt the
rule amendments in the fall of2003. These amendments will standardize license application
procedures and turkey permit areas and will expand seasons and shooting hours ...

Authority: Milmesota Statutes section 97A.435, 97B.711, 97B.721, 97B. 723, and 97B. 725
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Chapter 6238 .Falconry

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
NOlle

2. Rationale for Rules .

•. Chapter 6238, Falconry, contairts the roles for practicing the sport of falconry irt MiI1m~so1:a.
They are necessary for certification as required by theU. S. FishiandWildlife Servi9~'

(USEWS) for Minnesotato issue a falconry permit. Falconrypennits in Minnesota are
jointly administered by the MinnesotaDepartmentofNaturaI.Resources,but.co-sigpedby the
USFWS,. Pelmits Office. TheUSFWS is undertaking a studytoAetenninethefyasibility of
dropping the federal permit requirement. The State would then be solely responsible for
issuingfalconry permits under federal. guidelirtes. TheStatehasrecomll1ertdedthatthe
federal permit requirement remain in force as. the system has..workedweILinMinnesota.

3. ReconllnendedChanges .
No changes are recommended at this time.

Authority:

.'

Minnesota Statutes sections 97A.401
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Chapter 6240 Migratory Birds

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None.

2. Rationale for Rules

. ..

• Migratory Game Birds, :baIis 6240.0100 through 6240.0500, were adopted to regulate the
taking ofmigratory game birds, except waterfowl and coots and gallinules. This includes
rails; snipe, and woodcock. These rules are necessary to provide definitions, seasons,
shooting hours, methods of take, and limits for these species...

• MigratoryWaterfowl, parts 6240.0550 through 6240.2100, were adopted to regulate the
taking ofmigratory waterfowl. These rules are necessary to provide for open seasons, zones,
methods of take, hours, limits, and feeding and resting areas for these species.

• Common Crow, palis 6240.2300 through 6240.2600, were adopted to regulate the taking of .
.common crows. These rules are necessary to provide for open seasons, methods, and areas
for taking common crows, consistent with federal law and as required by Minn;Stat. sec.
97B.731, subd.. 3. A separate section ofrule is needed because crows are legally classified as
protected migratory birds, but are not classified as migratory game birds.

3. Recommended Changes
The department is undergoing rulemaking that will amend parts 6240.0200, 6240.1000,

6240.1200,6240.1500-6240.1700,6240.1850,6240.2000, and 6240.2100. The department plans to
publish a dual notice for the intent to adopt the rule amendments in the fall of 2003. These .
amendments will modifY·some waterfowl hunting seasons, limits, zones, shooting hours, refuges, and
feeding and resting areas. . .

Authority: . Minnesota Statutes section 97A.091, 97A.095, 97A.401, 97B.711, 97B.731, q-nd
97B.803
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Chapter 6242 Shooting Preserves and Galle Farnis

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal,
None

2. Rationale for Rules

•

•

Shooting Preserves, parts 6242.0100 through 6242.Q400,defineshootillg presenresand
provide for the license requirements and application procedures for operating a shooting
preselye. They also identify the posting requirements, marking ofreleased birds, record
keeping and 'annual reporting requirements.

G'ame Farms, parts 6242.0500 through 6242.1200, define game farms,. identify the
requirements for a license andconditions of the license.. The rules also cover acquisition and
sale or disposal of game farm animals, record keeping and annualreportingrequirements.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sections 84.0895, 97A.
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Chapter 6244

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None' .

2. Rationale for Rules·

Captive Wildlife

•

•

•

..

Wildlife Rehabilitation Permits,parts 6244.0400 through 6244.0700, are necessary to
provide the standards for the rehabilitation oforphaned, sick and injured ",ildanifi1alsand to ..
establish a permit systell?- and other criteriaforrehabilitation.~nder1V1innesotaStatutes,
sections 97A.401 and 97A.418. The permit process alsoallowsforparticipationin
rehabilitation programs tlu'ough selected volunteers. This insures that pmiicipants have the
required background and kno\Vledge. in housing animals under appropriate conditioI1s,
provide a high level ofhumane care for animals and are protectedfrom injury ordis~ase from
animals. The rules also contain record keeping and recording requirements to insure
compliance with rules and statutes.

Rehabilitation Standards, pmis 6244.0800 through 6244.11OO,establishtheaccepted
conditions or care for the rehabilitation of the animals, release of a rehabilitated animal and
disposal ofnonreleaseable animals. The rules also establish the facility standards to insure
safety, sanitation and animalhealth. .

. . . . . ....

Administrative Procedures, parts 6244.1100 through 6244.2000, address the transitionfrom
perniits issued before July 1, 1996 to these rules, classes ofpermit holders, duration, renewal,
variance and revocation ofpermits.

. . .

Wildlife Exhibits, parts 6244.2100 through 6244.3300, ·establish the reasonable standards for
the care and treatment of captive wildlife for public exhibition purposes, and a permi~ system·
for such display under the legislative mandate ofMinnesotaStatutes, section 97A.041.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes· are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes sectio97A.041, 97A.418n
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Chapter 6250

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
,None

2. Rationale for Rules

Private Fish Hatcheries

, '

• Part 6250.0101. was adopted so that theregulatioll ofprivatefishhatcheries.",ould'be subject
to the sallle provisipns as the aquatic fanns under rvrinn. Statutes,>cllapter17.Therule is

, rtecessalY to meet the requirements of MiIm. Stat..Sec. 97C.21.l. This ruledirects the ,
Department to statutes listed under the Departmellt ofAgriculture that allo',V.lls to regulate
this. industryto. protect wild. fish stocles from introductions ofnon~indigenolisspecies, ,
nuisance species, and diseases..

. . .. . ,

3. 'Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 97G.211
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Chapter 6254 Minnows

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal .
None

2. Rationale for Rules
. .

• : Parts 6254.0100 through 6254.0800 were adopted to regulate the commercial and
recreational harvest and transportation ofminnows; The regulations are necessary to define
license requirements, establish equipment types and use, list water bodies that may not be
utilized for these activities, and protect fish health during transportation. These rules were
established to meet the requirements ofMinnesota Statutes 97C.505. The rules allow the
Department to manage these activities to preserve adequate populations, to ensure that these
activities are conducted in a sustainable manner, to prevent the death of target and non-target
animals, and to protect wild fish stocks from introductions ofnon-indigenous species,
nuisance species, and diseases. .

3. Recommended Changes , .
The department is undergoing rulemaldng to amend pmis 6254.0300 and 6254.0510.

Changes in commercial minnow regulations include closing waters to commercial hatvesttoprotect
the endangeredTopeka Shiner and clarifying trap use and design specifications. The rule changes
should be effective by the end of2003. Fmiher information on the changes maybe found in the,
Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7, 2003. This document is available from the

( Depmiment ofNatural Resources, Division of Fisheries. The proposed rule changes were published
in the State Register on June 2,2003.

Authority:' Minnesota Statutes section 17.4988, 84D.12, 97C.505, 97A.151, and 97C.211
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Chapter 6256 Frogs and Turtles

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
The department is repealing pmi 6256.0500, subpart 3 because prohibited methods are

already specified in statute (Minnesota Statutes, section 97C.605, Subd. 3. Taldng;Methods
Prohibited). The rule repeal should be effective by the end of 2003.. Further information on the
change may be found in the Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7, 2003. This
document is available from the Department ofNatural Resources,Divisioll ofFisl1eries. The
proposed rule changes w.en~ published in the State Register on Iune 2,2003.

2. Rationale for Rules

• Frogs, parts 6256.0050 through 6256.0400 Were adopfed toregulate the cOl11l11ercialand
recreational harvest of frogs for purposes other than bait. The regulations are necessary to
prescribe the taking, impOliing, and repOliing requirements. Theserulesvvereestablished to
meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 97C.601. The rules allow the Departmentto
manage these activities to preserve.adequate populations, to ensurethat these activities are
conducted in a sustainable manner, and to protect wild stocks from introductions ofnon..
indigenous species. .

• Turtles, parts 6256.0500 through 6256.0600 were adopted to regulate the commercial and
recreational harvest of turtles. The regulations are necessary to prescribe the taking of turtles
and establish equipment types and use. These iules were established to meet the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes 97C.605. The rules allow the Departm.entto manage·
these activities to preserve adequate populations, to ensure that these activities are conducted
in a sustainable manner, and to prevent deaths of target and non-target animals.

3. Recommended Changes .
The department is undergoingrulemaking to amend part 6256.0500. Changes in the

commercial tulile regulations include trap use, numbers, checking, tagging, recording, and design,
specifications; establishing turtle seasons and size limits; and establishing guidelines for possessing
turtle eggs, the protection of turtle nests, and propagation. The purpose of these changes is to
increase the. likelihood that the commercial harvest of turtles in Minnesota is conducted in a
sustainable manner. The rule changes should be effective by the end of2003. Further information
on the changes may be found in the Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7,2003. This
document is available from the Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Fislieries. The
proposed rule changes were published in the State Register on June 2, 2003.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 97C. 601, 97C. 605, 97C. 621, 97C. 611, and 17.4997
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Chapter 6258 .

1. Rules R.ecommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

• Parts 6258.0100 through 6258.0900 were adopted toregulate.. ()ommercialand<'i/ .
recreational harvest ofmussels. The regulations are necessarytodefinepermitreqllirements, ...
seasons, harvest operations, and reporting. These rules were established to meet the < i<.
requirements ofMinnesota Statutes 97C.701 and 97C.705. The rules allow the Department
to manage these activities to preserve adequate populations, to ensure thatthese activities are
conducted in a sustainable manner, and to protect wild stocks from introductions ofnon
indigenous species, nuisance species, and diseases.

3. Recommended Changes·
No changes are recommended.

Authority:
-

Minnesota Statutes section 97C. 701, 97C.705,
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Chapter 6259 Crayfish

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale fOl~ Rules

• Parts 6259.0100 through 6259.1000 were adopted to regulate the commercial and
recreational harvest of crayfish. The regulations are necessary to define permit and license
requirements, taking, importing, transporting, disposal, culture, and selling. These rules were
established to meet the requirements ofMinnesota Statutes 970.871. The rules aI1owthe.
Department to manage these activities to preserve adequate populations, to ensure that these'
activities are conducted in a sustainable manner, and to protect wild stocks from
introductions ofnon-indigenous species, nuisance species, and diseases.

3. RecommendedOhanges
. No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statut~s'section 97C.871 and 97A.418
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Chapter 6260 Commercial Fishing Operations

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal!
None '

, 2. Rationale for Rules

•

'.

•

•

•

•

Commercial Fishing General Restrictions, parts 6260.0100 through 6260.1300 were
adopted toregulate the commercial taking offish. The regulations are necessatyto' define
permit and license requirements, reporting, and operating procedures. These mles were .
established to meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 97C.345. The rules allow the.
Departmentto ensure that these activities are conducted to maximize removal ofcommercial
fish species in a safe manner, to protect non-target animals, and to minimize user conflicts.

Gear for TaldngRollgh Fish, part 6260.1400 was adoptedtbestablish geafspecifiCations
for commercially taking rough fish. These rules were established to meet the requirements of
Minnesota Statutes 97C.801 and 97C.811. The lules allow the Departnlemto~11sureth~t

these activities are conducted to maximize removal ofcommercial fish species andto protect
non-target animals.

Commercial Fishing in International Waters, parts 6260.1500 through 6260.1700 were.
adopted to regulate the commercial takIng of fish and commercial operations on international

, waters ofNamakan Lake, Sand Point Lake, Rainy Lake, and Lake of the Woods.These rules
were established to meet the requirements ofMinnesota Statutes 97C.825 and 97C.831. The
mles allow the Department to ensure that these activities are conducted to maximize removal
of commercial fish species in a safe manner, to protect non-target animals, and to minimize
user conflicts.

Commercial Fishing on Lake Superio'r, part 6260.1900 was adopted to regulate the
commercial taking of fish and commercial operations on Lake Superior. These rules were
established to meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 97C.835. The rules allow the
Departinent to ensure that these activities are conducted to maximize removal of comnlercial
fish speCies in a safe mann'er and to minimize user conflicts.

, . .. .

Commercial Fishing on Inland Mississippi River, part 6260.1900 was adopted to· regulate
the commercial taking and commercial operations on the inland portions of the Mississippi
River. These rules were established to meet the requireme!!-ts of Minnesota Statutes 97C.801
and 97C.811. The rules allow the Department to ensure that these activities are c()nducte~ to
maximize removal of commercial fish species in a safe manner and to protect non-target
animals.

Commercial Fishing on Inland Waters, part 6260.2000 was adopted to regulate
commercial fishing operations on inland waters of the state. These rules were established to
meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes 97C.811. The rules allowthe Department to
manage these activities to preserve adequate populations, to ensure that these activities are
conducted to maximize removal of commercial fish species, to protect non-target animals,
and to minimize user conflicts. "
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• j

•

•

General Provisions for Commercial Fishing Operations, parts 6260.2100 tln'ough
6260.2200 were adopted to regulate the intensity and timing of commercial fishing effolis.
These rules were established to meet the requirements of Minnesota StatUtes' 97C. SO 1 and
97C.S11. The rules ailow the Depmiment to ensure that satisfactory effOlis to take, ,
commercial fish species are met. and establish circumstances for non-compliance and license
revocation.

Inland Commercial Fishing Areas, parts 6260;2300 through 6260.2400 were adopted to
establis4 commercial fishing areas within Indian reservations angthIough()utthe state. These
lules were established to meet the requirements ofMinnesota Statutes 97C.S15. The rules
allow the Department to protect non-target animals, to minimize user conflicts, andtoi.ensure
that adequate removal.of commercial fish species is accomplished.

3. RecommendedChanges' i•• > • ...\<
The depmiment is undergoinglUle111alcing to a111end parts 6260.0500al1d(j260.200q.

Changes in c0111mercial fishing regulations include net design andllotificationoflost orstolen nets.
The lUle changes shouldbeeffective by the end of2003 .<Fmiher illforrnation onthe changes may be
found in the Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7, 2003'1'hisdocmnentis available
from the Department ofNatural Resources, Division 9f Fisheries. The proposed lUle changes were
published in the State Register on June 2,2003.

Authority: Minnesota'.Statutes section97G.801,97C.811;97C.345, 97C.815,97q.821, .. 97C.825,
97C.827, 97C.831, 97C.835, 97C.841, 97C.845, 97C.851, and 97A.045
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Chapter 6262 Fishing Regulations and Requirements

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal ' .
The department is repealing part 6262.3200, subpali 5. This language is being moved to pmi

6262.0100 to consolidate all fish possession language. The rule repeal should be effective by the end
of 2003. Further information on. the' change may be found in the Statement ofNeed and
Reasonableness, dated May 7,,2003. This documerit is available from the DepartmentofNatural .
Resources, Division of Fisheries. The proposed rule changes were published in the State Register on
June 2, 2003. ' ,

Part 6262.0900 should be repealed because muskellunge seasons and limits are already
, specified in rule (Minnesota Rule, part 6262.0200, Subpart 1, Item I).

2. Rationale for Rules

•

•

•

•

•

•

General Restrictions, parts 6262.0100 through 6262.0575 were adopted to regulate
recreational fishing on inland waters and Lake Superior. The rules are necessary to restrict
the taking of fish, to set seasons andlimits, to establish equipment restrictions and use, and to
create lists ofwater bodies that are closed to recreational fishing and with restrictions on
taking fish. These niles assist the Department in the management of these resources to
provide fOf a quality fishely, to preserVe adequate populations of fish, and to ensure that .
these activities are conducted in a sustainable manner.

Rough Fish, parts 6262.0600 through 6262.0750 wereadoptedto regulate the.seasons"
methods for taking,. and possession of rough fish on inlandwaters. Theserules.assist the
Department in the management of these resources to provide for a quality fishery, to preserve
adequate populations of fish, and to ensure that these activities are conducted in a sustainable
manner.

Whitefish and Ciscoes, palis 6262.0800 through 6262.0850 were adopted to regulate the
seasons, equipment, and methods for the recreational netting ofwhitefish and ciscoes in
inland waters and on the Leech Lake reservation..These rules assist the Depatiment in the
management of these resources to provide for a quality fishery, to preserve adequate
populations of fish, and to ensure that these activities are conducted in a sustainable manner.

Muskellunge, pali 6262.0900 was adopted to regulate the seasons and limits ofmuskellunge.
These rules assist the Department in the management of these resources to provide fof a
quality fishery, to preserve adequate populations of fish, and to ensure that these activities are
conducted in a sustainable manner.

Lake Superior fishing guides, parts 6262.3000 through 6262.3050 were adopted to regulate
people who provide guide services for fishing on Lake Superior. These rules are necessary to
assure that guide activities are managed to protect fish and fish habitat and for the safety of
patiicipants.

Marldng of lfish Nets, pmi 6262.3100 was adopted to regulate the requirements that must be
meet by people who set nets. This rule was adopted to meet the requirements of 97C.351.
These rules are necessmy to assure that the net is being set by a legal operator and for the
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safety' of other participants.

• Pacldng and Transporting Fish~ parts 6262.3150 through6262.3300 yyereadoptedto '
regulate how people and c91llll1ercialbusinesses mllst pack anci transp9rt fish. These rules
assist the.Departn1entin the enforcement ofthe laws that govemthe taking.offish once a
person has reduced the fish to their possession.

3. RecoIDlllendedChanges>.. .•••• •••• •• ... ..i' i« ••·«.ii< > iii
The department is undergoing nilemaking to. amend parts 6262.0100,6262.030°' 6262.0500,

626i.0575, 6262.0800, and 6262.3300. Changes to these parts include the addition ofFriday to the
days listed for Take a Kid Fishing Weekend; clarification that it is illegal to fish for a species during
its closed season ancl to sort fish; clarification offish possession andtransporlati0Illanguagy;
technical conections in dates fOf fishing seasons; the establishment of a seasonal fishing closure on
Lake Superior, Gull River in Cass County, and add Red vying and AJn1ad~lTIs (Goodhue al1d
Wabasha counties) on the Mississippi River to the listofdalTIs with3 00 ftfishing.closures;technical
conections for the existing fishing restrictions for Little Rock Creekin1\ll0rris9IlS911ntyandl{ed
Lake in Beltrami County; and the establislnnent of a daily arid possession limit of 50 cisco.anv,raters
within the Leech Lake Reservation in Cass, Itasca, and Beltrami counties. The rule changes should
be effective by the .end of2003. Further infonnatiol1 on. theehangeslTIa)' befoundintheSta.tement
ofNeed and Reasonableness,. dated May7, 2003. This docu1l1ent isavailablefi·olTIthe.])epartlTIent of
Natural Resources, Divisionof Fisheries. The proposed rule changes .were published ill the State
Register on June 2,2003.

Authority:
. ... ,

Minnesota Statutes section 17.4983, 97A.045, 97A.445, 97A.551, 97C.00l, 97C.005,
97C. 041, 97C.205, 97C.211,97C. 311, 97C.315, 97C.3~l,P7C.34?, 970.355,
97C.37597C.381, 970.395, 97C.401, 97C.405, 97C.411, 97C.415, 97C.805,:
97C.811; 97C.821, and 97C.865
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Chapter 6264. Designated Waters

1.. Rules Recommended for Repeal
The departrnentis repealing parts 6264.0300, subpart 1 and part 6264.0400, subpart 1. These

rules are being moved to 6262.0100, subpart 5 as a way of consolidating in one place all ofthe fish
.possession requirements. The rule repeals should be effective by the end of 2003. Further .
information on the change may be found in the Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7,
2003. This document is available from the Department ofNaturalResouTces, Division ofFisheties.
The proposed rille changes Were published in the Btate Register on June 2, 2003.

2. Rationale for Rules

• Designated Trout Lakes and Streams, part 6264.0050 was adopted to place l:estrictions on
fishing in these water bodies and establishes a list that describes those lakes and streams that

. have been designated. Thes~ rules are necessary to protect fish and foster the propagation of
trout.

• Muskellunge Waters, part 6264.0200 was adopted to establish a list (Jfwaterbodieswith
restrictions on spearing and end dates for that restriction. It also provides a list ofwater
bodies with size restrictions but allows spearing until a specified end date. These rules were
adoptedto meet the requirements of 97C.011. These rules are necessary to protect fish and to
manage these resources for a quality fishery.

• Experimental and Special Management Waters, parts 6264.0250 through 6264.0400 were
adopted to ensure adequate opportUnity for public involvement in the initiation, designation,
and evaluation of experimental or special fishing regulations adopted under Minn. Statutes,
sections 97C.00I and 97C.005. These rules also .establisha listing of the special and
experimental regulations adopted, which water bodies that the regulatfons apply to and if
applicable the associated end dates. These rules assist the Department in the management of
these resources to meet a specific fisheries objective and provide for a quality fishery.

3. Recommended Changes
The department is undergoing rulemaking to amend parts 6264.0050 and 6264.0300. The

changes would allow the use oflive leeches in designated stream trout lakes and delete the walleye
and sauger combination limit offour fish on Rainy Lake. The rule changes should be effective by
the end of2003. Further information on the changes may be found in the Statement ofNeed and
Reasonableness, dated May 7,2003. This document is available from the Department ofNatural
Resources, Division of Fisheries. The proposed rule changes were published in the State Register on
June 2, 2003.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes, sections 97A.OOI, 97C.OOl, 97C.005j and 97C.Oll
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Chapter 6266 Border Waters Fishing Regulations

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal. . . ."< .....«
The depmiment is repealing parts 6266.0400, subpart 14; 6266.0500, subpart 9; 6266.0600,

subpart 9; and 6266.0600, subpart 8. "These repeals include technical changes that move items to a
. .... ' " . '. ',' '" " ,',' "","',, "','.,,"', ".",', "'.' \

consolidated location, delete repetitive language, and close mussel harvest on theJ{\Tisconsinborder.
The rule repeals should be effective by the end of 2003. Further information on the change may be
found inthe Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated.May 7, 2003..'I'his. document isavailable
from the D"epartment ofNaturalRe~ources, Division of Fisheries. The proposedrule changes were
pUblished in the State Register on June 2, 2003.

2. Rationale for Rules
" .

• Parts 6266.0100 through 6266.0700 were adopted to establish requirements for recreational
and commercial taking of fish and other animals on those waters that border Minnesota. The
rules are necessary to establish for each state and Canada a list of the waters that these
regulations apply to and establish regulatio11s on the taldng,seasons, limits,andequipll1ent .
for border waters. These rules assist the Department in the management of these resources
and provide for consistent regulations on border waters, provide for a quality fishely,
preserve adequate popuIa:tions of fish, and ensure that these activities are conducted in a
sustainable manner.

3. Recommended Changes
The department is undergoing rulemaking to amend parts 6266.0100, 6266.0500, and

6266.0700. The changes include the closing ofmussel harvest on Minhesota-Wisconsin border
waters, modifying the tmile language so thatit is consistent with other turtle rule changes, splitting
the catfish title in the general fishing regUlations into channel and flathead catfish; and changes in the
Minnesota- Canadian border waters to make the CUlTent sturgeon and walleye harVest restrictions
permanent, and modify fishing equipment that is alI0'Yed on the RainyRiver. The rule changes
should be effective by the end of2003. Further infonnation on the changes may.be found in the
Statement ofNeed and Reasonableness, dated May 7,2003. This document is available from the
Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Fisheries. The proposed rule changes were published
in the State Register on June 2, 2003.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 97A.045, 97A.401, 97C.OOI, 97C.005, 97C.395, and
97C.401
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Chapter 6270 Aquatic Management Areas

1.. Rules Recommended for Rep.eal
None

.. 2. Rationale for Rules
• • 0" •

• . PatiS 6270.0050 through 6270.0200 were adopted to establish the postingrequirements and •.
lists of allowed and prohibited activities on aquatic management areas. It is necessary to ..
meet the requirements of Minn. Stat. Sec. 86A.06. These rules providefor the proper ..
administration of the parcels to protect critical habitat for the production offish, wildlife, and
other aquatic species and to provide angler or management access.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 86A.06
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Chapter 6280

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None·

AquaticPlantManagement and Nuisance Control

2. Rationale for Rules, parts 6280.0100 through 6280.1200,the rules relating to aquatic plant
management and aquatip nuisance control, describe hoVl the Departmentof}TaturalResourceswill
balance its obligation to protectaquatic plants and wild animals V1hileallowingriparian owners to
gain access and use ofpublic waters. The purpose of these rules is to protect aquatic plants; an
essential component of the biological community ofmany Minnesota lakes, while alloVlingriparian
property owners access·and use of the water. Toaccessand use public waters, certain types of
control activities are allowed, which are detailed in these rules. The rules ensure that those control
activities are done safely and in a manner that does not unduly harm valuable fish and wildlife .
resources.

Protecting aquatic plants is necessary because they are essential components ofmost :fi:eshwater
ecosystems (Engel, 1990). Aquatic plants represent the base of the food chain in lakes (WetzeLI975,
p 355-356). . .

3. Recommended Changes: The 2003 legislature increased Aquatic Plant Management permit fees;
the rules will be revised to reflect the recent fee changes.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section l03G.615
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Chapter 6282

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. R~tiol1ale for Rules, parts UkC,k.V

Convention on {ntl~rnation(1t

Minnesota ginselig to be certified forexpoii,
continued harvesfdoes not threaten the species. These
guidelines established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sp.r'Vlr~p.

3. Recommended Changes
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes,· section 84.093

56



Chapter 6284 Wild Rice

1. Rules Recommend'ed for Repeal:
None

2. Rationale for Rules

• Wild rice,parts 6284.0300 through 6284.0700;wereadoptedtoregulate hanrestofwild rice.
They are necessary to specify additional restrictions on methods for harvesting, to specify ,
restrictions on, federally designated areas and wildlifemanagell1entareas, and to establish
regulations forharvesting wildrice.on public waters within Reservations.

3. Recommended Changes,'
No changes are recommended.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 84.152
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Chapter 6287 Quarantine Facilities

1. Rules Recommended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale·for Rules

Minnesota Statutes, section 17.49.6 required the conunissioner ofnatural resourcestoadbptTules for
the construction and operation of a quarantine facility for fish eggs requiring quarantine.an~ the
disposition offish from such a facility. Mimlesota Rules,.parts6287.0100to 6287.0900 specify
design criteria, operational procedures andrelease protocol. The rules are needed to mininlize·
introducing emergency fish diseases to the naturalized fishery-resources· of Minnesota yet providing
an opportunity for importing fertilized fish eggs from emergency disease-restrictedal'easa11.da.rea.s
with unknown fish health history .

3. Recommended Changes
There are no re·commended changes.

Authority: Mi.nnesota Statutes,section 17.496
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Chapter 6290 ° Fish and Wildlife Stamp Design Contests

1". RulesRecolllmoended for Repeal
None

2. Rationale for Rules

Fish and Wildlife Stamp Design Contests, parts 6290.0100 through 6290.0800, were adopted
to establish procedures selecting designs for fish and wildlife stamp contests. they are necessary
because Minn. Stat. Sec. 97A045, 8ubd. 7 requires the department to make lUles goveming contests
for selecting the design of stamps. They establish definitions, application procedures, design
standards, judging procedures, and rights to use of images resulting from the contests.

3. Recommended Changes
Laws of Minnesota for 1996, Chapter 364 established a $5 wild turkey stamp effective March

1, 1997. Laws of Minnesota for 1997, Chapter 226, Sec. 15 amendedMinn. Stat Sec. 97A.045,
subd. 7 (a) (4) to include turkey stamps along with other wildlife stamps. Existing provisions in
Minn. Stat. 97A.045, subd. 7(b) provided that theeommissioner shall make lUreS goveming contests
for selecting a design for each stamp. The department had already conducted a turkey stamp contest
using the existing stamp contest illies prior to the passage of the requirement and it has continued to
use those lUles since that time. However, the stamp contest lUles do not cUlTently list wild turkeys
and will be amended to specifically list them.

Authority: Minnesota Statutes section 97A.045, subd. 7(b).
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