
July 1, 2011

To:

ASS CIATIONfM1NNESOTA COUNTIES
! Pn",M"'t,Sr.-IJ'~Ox,nf~~j"....r:.'l'l'J()1

!
i

The !lonorable Special Master KlJthleell Blatz

FILED
Court Administrator

,JUL 5 2011

BY.21LDeputy

From: jeff Spartz, AMC Executive Diree or

RE: Critical County Services

The Associ;ltion of Minnesota countieS!AMCl respectfullyre,!uests that several prugrams be funded based on
conclUSlOns m the JUlle 29 rulmg grantll g temporary fundmg to the state.

The following are programs that are no clearly identified in tbe order, but we believe fit within the context of
services that have already been dccme~critical.

#1:1: Funding is mandated by the sJpremacy clause ofthe U.s. Government

• (CSA Block Grant: This grant ¢ontains $31 million of federal Title XX funds that the state distributes under

agreement with the federal gotrnment.

Title JVE: This grant contains 1mds passed through from the federal government to counties,

•

#1:

i

MFIJ> Consolidated Fund: Thif grant contJins $104 million from the federal TANF program, m:ide av,lilable to

'coullties for helping MFIP rceir ients flnd work, determine eligibility and i.Hlminister the cash portion of the I'vlFIP

cash assistance program

I
• Child SUPPOl't Enforcement: 'j'lH.'se !;t"allts :m\ f\lnded ill ]i,lrt with fcdl'r;l! child c;uppol'l ill(C'ntiv(' tlnll:w"

i

Core jimction., inclllde mauer.J related to the life, healtll and safety ofMinllesota citizens.

• CCSA Block Grant: At least 10~) of these funds are used by counties to prevent childrcn and vulncrable ;Hlults

from abuse and neglect. Thus, 1ontinuation of tbese dollars is necrss.'lry to protect the life and s,lfety of vulnerable

clUzens,

Children's Mental Health Set'tening ;wd 'rargdcd Case Management Grants and Grants 1"(1(. I\dults \·VHh

Serious and Persistent Mcnt?-llIlness. These grallts fund work by counties for screening, C<lse Illanagement and

support services for seriollsly +H;ntally ill individuals. 1n ;lddition, the state oper,lted services staff dedicated to

work with the adult mental he1lth initiatives should continue to be funded under this nltionaJc.

#27: Provision a/medical services lp individuals constitutes a 'critical core function oj'govenunel1t that
s!lould continue to be flmclecl'.

• Children's Mental Health Screening ilnd Targeted Case Management Grants and Grants For Adults With

Sef"iolls and Persistent Mcnt{llllJncss: These grants fund work by counties for screening, case management and
support services for seriously lillent<llly dl individtFds. Mental hC<3lth 11;15 now been recogni'l.ed as havlng parity

with other heal til conditions fQr purposes of insurance cC.lverage and thus should be funded under th is cancl tlsion.
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#27: Maintenance o/public safety a ld immediate public health concerns are recognized as critical core
functions o/government ,

• Relative Custody Assistance:: l)lacemcllt of nbuscd and neglected children with relatives is oftell the best and

safest <.l1ternative for children Jneed or proteclive services. Jrclients cannot be pJact~d with these family

members, they nlay be forced t~ reside in a less safe environment.

•

•

Local Public f1calth Block Gr~nt: Minnesota Statute JA5A,04 subd 6 requJres city and cOllnty boards of health to

"make i Ilvestigatiol1s and repor~$ and obey instructions on the control of commu nicablc diseases as the

commissioner may direct unde~ section~ 1451\.06 suhdivision 2 or .1.1.5.&Ql.13oards of health must

cooperate so far as practicable ~o act: together to prevent iind control epidemic diseases." At the city and county

level, the Local Public Health BliCk Grant is the primary source of funding <lvailable for communicable disease

prevention, investigation, and r ~sPo.l1se iH::tivities. Th is funding is critical tv tile commlllllcabJe disease activities

mand<lled in state Jaw that are eSlgned to protect the public health of Minnesotans.

Community Corrections Act S,lbsidy and County PI'obation Officer Heimbuf.'!Wment: AMC supports the

court's rul ing lhilt community s~pervjsionof offenders (probation ,md parole) is a critiC'll function of sta tc

government. This ruling shouldlbe clarified to include funds that pass through to counties to prOVide tbjs service.

In Community Corrections Act ~CCA) and County Probation Officer (CPO) counties, offenders are supervised by
county departments that are SUi:stantilJlIY lunded by the state th,.-OUgh the eCA subsidy <.mel CPO reimbursement.

72% of Minnesota's offenders a '(' supervised by (1 CCA department <lllel another 13% are supervised by a CPO

department (soLlfce: MN DOC - 2010 Probation Survey). The continuation of those funcls during the shutdown is

critical to the continued function of community supervision in Minnesota.

#39: Funds that are law/ully apl'rop/-;ated should be paid on schedule.

• County Progran11\id (CPA): TI~e <1ppropriation for County Program Aid rail be found in 477A.03, the same

section of law as Local Governrr~enl Aid which \\'<15 referenced on page 11 1139 of the order. AMC respectfully

requests lhallhe $197,790,575~lppropriatjollfound in -1771\.03 for CPA be p;:lid on schedule ilS well.

I
Payment in I.ieu of Taxes (PUJr): Like Local Government Aid and County Program Aiel, PILT is <l stlflding

appropriation found in 84,51, 9~A.06J and 477A.12 and AtV1C respectfully requests that payments are made

;-1.<; scheduled ill current law. !,

AMC is a voluntary st:atcwi~je organizption th8t assists the st;:lte's 87 counties in providing effective county
governance to the people of Minnesot~ by working closely with the legislative and <,drninistratjvc branches of
government and by jJfoyidjng educ<1tiotJal programs. training, r('.se~\rch and communications for c_Gunty officials

and st"lI:
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