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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

l. BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

A. Enabling Legislation

In- 2009, the Minnesota Legislature enacted groundbreaking legislation that
authorized five cities (Saint Paul, Duluth, South Saint Paul, West Saint Paul and Inver
Grove Heights) to establish a pilot driver's license reinstatement diversion program,
referred to as the Driving Diversion Program (the “DDP"). The program permits an
individual who has a suspended or revoked driver's license to obtain a valid driver's
license while contemporaneously paying off outstanding fines and fees affecting the
individual's driver's license status.! Since 2009, the Commissioner of Public Safety has
authorized additional cities to join the DDP.2

B. Driving After Suspension/Driving After Revocation — The Program Focus

In Minnesota, at any one time, it is estimated that more than 500,000 drivers are
driving after the Department of Public Safety (the “DPS") has withdrawn their driving
privileges. Driving after withdrawal charges are misdemeanor charges, which carry a
potential sanction of up to $1,000 fine, ninety (90) days in jail or both.3

Driving After Suspension ("DAS") and Driving After Revocation (“DAR") citations
constitute a significant portion of misdemeanor court calendars, consuming scarce
resources of the prosecuting cities and the judicial system. Once individuals lose their
driving privileges, it is difficult for them to reinstate their driver's licenses. The fines and
reinstatement fees accumulate and often are beyond the limited financial means of
these individuals and their situations are often complicated by poor life choices. As
aresult, they typically continue to drive and their plight worsens.

Typically, individuals find themselves with suspended or revoked driver's licenses
because of their failure to appear for court, to pay outstanding ftraffic citations, to
pay child support or to satisfy judgments.  While this behavior is unacceptable,
individuals engage in this behavior because they simply lack the financial means to
pay what they owe. Inevitably, law enforcement officers stop these drivers for
driving with suspended or revoked driver's licenses and issue new DAS and DAR
citations. This endless cycle becomes very difficult to break.

' Laws of Minnesota 2009, chapter 59, article 3, section 4; Laws of Minnesota 2010, chapter 197. See
Appendix 1 and 2, respectively,

2 With the consent of the Commissioner of Public Safety, Minneapoli, Bloomington, Maplewood, and
Isanti will begin their diversion programs on February 1, 2011. Rice County, Goodhue County, Nobles
County, Jackson County, Rock County and Scott County have expressed interest in establishing
driving diversion programes if the Minnesota Legislature grants counties the ability to do so.

* However, it is common for individuals who drive with invalid licenses to also drive without insurance.
No insurance and no proof of insurance charges are enhanceable and therefore may constitute
gross misdemeanors under certain circumstances.
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Despite the possibility of criminal prosecution and the related administrative
penalties, individuals with suspended and revoked driver's licenses continue to drive.
They do so because of their need for reliable fransportation and the fact that their
economic situations make it difficult to obtain valid licenses. Moreover, given the
judicial system'’s necessity to restructure priorities in the face of shrinking resources,
the courts are forced to give these cases a lower priority.

Minnesota is not alone in its struggle to effectively deal with this seemingly endless
cycle.# However, Minnesota has taken the initiative to stop this cycle of behavior
through the authorization of a license reinstatement diversion program, the DDP.

C. The Preliminary Results: The License Reinstatement Diversion Pilot Program

Preliminary results of the pilot program are very encouraging. First, the interest from
suspended and revoked drivers has been very strong. The recidivism rate among
participants is extremely low. The DDP has benefited the pilot cities, the program
participants, the criminal justice system and public safety. This program has
pPromoted efficiency in criminal prosecution of DAS and DAR traffic citations and
represents innovation within Minnesota's judicial system. Finally, the program is
responsible for positive and unanticipated collateral events.

l. THE DRIVING DIVERSION PROGRAM

A. How the DDP Works

The pilot cities have contracted with a third party administrator, Diversion Solutions,
LLC, to develop and administer the DDP. When an officer in a pilot city issues a
citation for DAS or DAS, the officer also issues a notice along with the DAS or DAR
citation, which states that the driver may be eligible for participation in the DDP and
directs the driver to contact Diversion Solutions, LLC. A driver interested in the DDP
then contacts Diversion Solutions, LLC and requests admission into the program.

Diversion Solutions, LLC, in consultation with DPS and the appropriate prosecuting
attorney, evaluates the driver's driving and criminal records and determines whether
the driver is eligible for participation.s After verification that the driver is eligible for the
program and with prosecutor consent, the driver may join the program.

Upon acceptance, the driver, referred to as a “participant,” must take part in a four
hour self-development, financial management and life skills course.é The participant

4 See generally Waller, Margy, Jennifer Doleac, and lisa Flanagan. Driver's License § uspension Policies. Brookings
Institution, 2005 or hﬁp:/;‘www.oecf.orq/uolood/puincoTionﬁJes/license all reports.pdf

® Any driver who has an active warrant is ineligible for participation in the DDP, as is any driver whose
driver’s license status is “suspended"” due to unsatisfied judgments or unpaid child support. Moreover,
any driver whose driver's licenses status is “revoked” for a DWI offense and who has not yet
completed the revocation period associated with the DWI offense is ineligible for participation in the
DDP.

¢ The course materials are found in Appendix 3

4



must also provide proof of insurance, which the participant must maintain during his
or her participation in the DDP. After completion of the course and proof of a valid
vehicle insurance policy, the parficipant then pays the reinstatement fee to the
Department of Public Safety and receives a valid driver's license. The individual’s
driving record contains a notation to law enforcement that the individual is a

“Participant in Diversion Pilot Program” and thus subject to all of the conditions of the
DDP.

Diversion Solutions, LLC develops a payment plan for each participant. Diversion
Solutions, LLC places any outstanding court fines and fees that affect the
participant’s driver’s license status in the payment plan. The program also charges a
$300.00 participation fee which pays for all program-related services. Diversion
Solutions, LLC provides the program services with the assistance of the city attorneys’
offices, which otherwise would be repeatedly prosecuting these individuals. The
typical participant has seven (7) outstanding citations and owes an average of
$1,676 in outstanding fees and fines. The maximum length of any repayment plan is
eighteen (18) months. During the course of the repayment plan, the participant
makes monthly payments to Diversion Solutions, LLC, which disburses these funds to
satisfy all outstanding fees and fines affecting the participant's driver's license status.

A participant in the DDP must continually maintain valid vehicle insurance, remain
law abiding and make regularly scheduled payments pursuant to the participant's
supervised payment plan. Through Diversion Solutions, LLC personnel, the DDP
maintains regular contact with and monitors participants on a monthly or bi-monthly
basis until the participants have satisfied all of their respective program requirements.
Ultimately, the prosecuting attorney dismisses the original DAS or DAR citation and
upon satisfaction of all outstanding fines and fees affecting the participant’s driver's
license status, Diversion Solutions, LLC contacts DPS and the driver is eligible for a full
reinstatement of his or her driving privileges.

In the event the participant fails to meet the DDP requirements, Diversion Solutions,
LLC in consultation with the appropriate city attorney terminates the participant from
the DDP, and notifies the DPS. The DPS then returns the participant'’s driver's license
status to suspended or revoked, whichever the case may be.

In short, the DDP functions as a voluntary accountability and education program for
participants.

B. The Problem and Why The DDP Works

As more fully described above, the intent of the DDP is to help a driver who wants to
take responsibility for his or her outstanding fines and fees and to drive legally while
paying off those court fines and fees. |t provides a participant with a valid license
status while simultaneously obligating and permitting the participant to pay off all
outstanding fines and fees affecting his or her driver's license.



Navigating the process of reinstating driving privileges is often a cumbersome and
complicated process, particularly for drivers who owe significant fines and fees in
multiple jurisdictions. The reinstatement process often means dealing with the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety - Driver and Vehicle Services (“DVS"), courts
and a collection agency. Given the number of agencies and the time involved with
the reinstatement process, many drivers abandon the effort.

In addition to the often difficult reinstatement process, many drivers are never able
to reinstate their driving privileges for financial reasons. First, most jobs require a valid
license of all applicants. Consequently, employment is often beyond the reach of a
driver who lacks a valid driver's license. The stark reality is that a drivers' license is
necessary for employment opportunities and meaningful participation in society.
Without steady, gainful employment, the suspended or revoked driver lacks the
means to obtain a valid driver's license. Second, many employed suspended or
revoked drivers often work for minimum wage or little more than minimum wage
and, as a result, they are financially unable to repay the outstanding fees and fines.
The harsh reality is that many suspended or revoked drivers live paycheck to
paycheck.  Moreover, the financial stress these drivers experience is often
compounded by poor life choices, including financial decisions.

In summary, the intent of the DDP is to provide a participant with a valid license
status while simultaneously obligating and permitting the participant to pay off all
outstanding fines and fees affecting his or her driver's license over a period of time.
The DDP offers the incentive to suspended and revoked drivers that courts and

prosecutors are currently unable to offer in their attempts to resolve DAS and DAR
cases.

lll.  THE DRIVING DIVERSION PROGRAM (DDP)

A. Participation

Preliminary results of the pilot program are exceptional.  Figure 1 summarizes the
DDP participation statistics.  As of December 31, 2010, 4,248 individuals have
contacted the DDP to inquire about the program. On behalf of 3,201 individuals,
Diversion Solutions, LLC has sent eligibility review forms to the DPS-DVS. DVS has
determined that 2,299 individuals are eligible to participate in the DDP.  Of the 2,299
individuals that the DVS has determined eligible for participation in the DDP, the city
attorneys have determined that 1,781 are eligible to participate in the DDP and just

over half of those eligible participants — 928 individuals — have attended the DDP
course’.

677 participants have completed the course and provided proof of insurance and
518 participants have obtained a valid driver's license status conditioned upon their

continued compliance with DDP requirements.

7 See Figure 2



DDP Summary

September 2009 - December 2010

Individuals contactingDDP I_I 4248
Individual Eligibility Review Forms Sentto DVS _ I | I_I 3201
Individuals Deemed Eligible by DVS I I ] 2299
Individuals Deemed Eligible by Attorney _ | | Afzsa
ParticipantsAttending Class : 928
Participants Con?'?tlszt::ﬁg;asswith Proof of L: 6717
Participants with Valid DL [ s1s

Participants Completing Program "] 83 I
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Figure 2

83 individuals have successfully fulfilled the requirements of the diversion program
and are in the process of or have obtained permanent valid driver's license status.

B. Termination and Recidivism Rates for Participants

The recidivism rate for program participants is impressive.  Just six percent (6%) of the
participants who have completed the four hour course have continued to drive prior
fo obtaining a valid driver's license through the DDP8 This low recidivism rate is

8 See Figure 3



unexpected from this group of Minnesota drivers who chronically violate Minnesota
law by driving with suspended or revoked licenses. This program shows great promise
in removing traffic offenders from the court calendars, thereby saving significant
court resources, while providing a solution to a problem that has seemingly escaped
a solufion. The low termination rate is also promising. Of the 928 participants who
have completed the course, acquired insurance, and made payments pursuant to
their payment plan, Diversion Solutions, LLC, in consultation with the appropriate city
attorney has terminated just 212 participants.?

Participants Terminated Before Class
Attendance

(1781 Offered Program) Removed
seforeclass

attendance
(FMR)
115
(€%)
Eligible
Participants
1656
(94%)

Note: FMR means “failure to meet requirements”

Figure 3
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compliance 117%)
716
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Participants Terminated After
Class Attendance
(928 Total Attendees)

Figure 4

? See Figure 4



C. Collection of Existing Unpaid Fines and Fees

The DDP is responsible for recovering significant outstanding fine and fee revenue
that would arguably otherwise remain uncollected. Figures 5 and é summarize the
fines and fees that the DDP has collected. As of January 19, 2011, the amount of
the State of Minnesota, courts and cities is
$421,844.89. The DDP is in the process of collecting in excess of $1,000,000 pursuant
plans over the next eighteen (18) months.

outstanding fines paid back to

to the individual program payment

62%

i Total Amount of Fines and Fees Collected
| December1, 2009 -January 19, 2011

20%

R

| $421,844.89

! Participant Cit es
$74,054.06

| 18%

|

| Courts =

| . : - :

| $261,678.66 s:;; E11.?\17

|
|
|
|

Figure 5

Driving Diversion Program

Participant Cities | $ 74,054.06
State - DVS $86,112.17
Courts $261,678.66
Total $421,844.89

(DDP) Fines and Fees Summary
December 1, 2009 Through January 19, 2011

*Note: Partial pay means money collected but not yet paid to jurisdiction

Cities Summary Paid in Full | Partial Pay TOTAL

CITY OF DULUTH $ 3,125.00 | $ 1,319.00 | $ 4,444.00
CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS $ 137500 $ 32200 $ 1697.00
CITY OF SOUTH ST. PAUL $ 1,50000| $ 8500 | $ 1,585.00
CITY OF ST PAUL $ 52,706.25 | $ 6,744.37 | $ 59,450.62
CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL $ 6293.75| $ 58369 | $ 6,877.44

$ 65,000.00 | $ 9,054.06 | $ 74,054.06

State DVS Summary Paid in Full | Partial Pay | TOTAL

STATE OF MINNESOTA $ 57,800.00 | $28,312.17 | $ 86,112.17




Courts Summary Paid in Full | Partial Pay | TOTAL
AITKIN COUNTY $ 290.00 | $ - $  290.00
ANOKA COUNTY $ 291500 | $ 396.00 | $ 3,311.00
BECKER COUNTY $ = $ = $ -
BELTRAMI COUNTY $ - $ < $ -
BENTON COUNTY $ ” $ - $ -
BLUE EARTH COUNTY $ = $ 2 $ =
CARLTON COUNTY $ - $ 4000 | $ 40.00
CARVER COUNTY $ 95.00 | § - $ 95.00
CASS COUNTY $ 48500 | $ - $ 485.00
CHISAGO COUNTY $ 12700 | $ 3500 | $ 162.00
COOK COUNTY $ 11000 | $ - $ 110.00
CROW WING COUNTY $ G $ - $ =
DAKOTA COUNTY $ 16,793.79 | $ 9,265.35 | $ 26,059.14
DODGE COUNTY $ e $ = 3 :
DULUTH CITY OF $ 886.00 | $ 140.00 | $ 1,026.00
FARIBAULT COUNTY $ - $ - $ -
FILLMORE COUNTY $ - $ 5 $ =
GOODHUE COUNTY $ 75200 | $ 20500 | $ 957.00
HENNEPIN COUNTY $ 63,565.00 | $19,764.15 | $ 83,329.15
ITASCA COUNTY $ 5 $ = $ &
KANABEC COUNTY $ - $ 5 $ s
KITTSON COUNTY $ = $ - $ ~
KOOCHICHING COUNTY $ - $ . $ .
LAC QUI PARLE COUNTY $ = $ = $ =
LAKE COUNTY $ - $ - $ z
LYON COUNTY $ = $ = $ =
MEEKER COUNTY $ B $ 2 $ =
MILLE LACS COUNTY $ = $ 5500 | % 55.00
MOWER COUNTY $ = $ = $ =
NICOLLET COUNTY $ = $ - $ =
OLMSTED COUNTY $ s $ = $ ~
OTTER TAIL COUNTY $ 111000 | $ = $ 1,110.00
PINE COUNTY 3 = $ : $ -
PIPESTONE COUNTY $ x $ = $ =
POLK COUNTY $ - $ - $ -
RAMSEY COUNTY $ 90,618.00 | $35,876.71 | $126,494.71
REDWOOD COUNTY $ 122.00 | $ - $ 122.00
RENVILLE COUNTY $ = $ 8 $ 2
RICE COUNTY $ = $ 290.00 | $ 290.00
SCOTT COUNTY $ 1,024.00| $ 157.00 | $ 1,181.00
SHERBURNE COUNTY $ 182.00 | 3 2 $ 182.00
SIBLEY COUNTY $ 157.00 | $ - $ 157.00
ST LOUIS COUNTY $ 3,724.00 | $ 2,367.00 | $ 6,091.00
STEARNS COUNTY $ - $ = $ =
STEELE COUNTY $ 17800 | $ 30500 | $ 483.00
WABASHA COUNTY $ = $ = $ =
WADENA COUNTY $ = $ - $ z
WASECA COUNTY $ - $ s $ -
WASHINGTON COUNTY $ 665928 | $ 1,551.00 | $ 8,210.28
WILKIN COUNTY $ 12500 | $ - $ 125.00
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Courts Summary Paid in Full | Partial Pay | TOTAL
WINONA COUNTY $ - $ - $ =
WRIGHT COUNTY $ 43500 | $ - $ 435.00
TOTALS $190,353.07 | $70,447.21 $260,800.28
Out of State Fines Affecting MN DL Status | Paid in Full Partial Pay TOTAL
BRYAN COUNTY $ 29650 | $ - $ 296.50
BUFFALO COUNTY NE $ s $ £ $ -
CERRO GORDO COUNTY $ - $ S $ -
CHARLOTTE COUNTY $ s $ - $ 2
COAHOMA COUNTY $ : $ = $ =
COFFEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT (KS) | $ 16700 | 8 - $ 167.00
COOKIE COUNTY (TX) $ - $ 5 $ -
DECATUR COUNTY ) - $ 7500 |8 75.00
DES MOINES CLERK OF COURTS $ 11858 | § - $ 118.58
FRANKLIN COUNTY COURT $ - $ = $ s
GIRARD COUNTY $ 7 $ 5 $ =
HAMILTON COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS $ s $ g $ 5
HAMPTON COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS $ - $ = $ 3
KEOKUK IA CLERK OF COURTS $ - $ 102.00 | $ 102.00
LINN COUNTY (IA) $ - $ = $ =
MASON CITY CLERK OF COURTS $ 11930 | $ - $ 119.30
POLK COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS $ - $ 3 $ =
POWESHIEK COUNTY (IA) $ - $ - $ =
SAC CITY CLERK OF COURTS $ = $ - 3 =
SIOUX COUNTY (IA) $ = $ = $ -
WARREN COUNTY $ - $ = $ -
$ 70138 | $ 177.00 | $ 878.38

Figure 6
D. Positive Collateral Impact of the Program

In addition to keeping traffic offenders out the courtroom, the DDP is responsible for
the following unintended and unexpected, but nevertheless positive, effects:

Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
Disposition of dormant DAS/DAR citations;
Satisfaction of outstanding judgments!°: and
Payment of child support arrears!!.

The interest in the DDP is so strong that

prospective participants that are currently
ineligible for the DDP often take the

initiative to clear the impediments to

' An individual is ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects his or her driver's license status.
Prospective participants are satisfying outstanding judgments that prevent them from program
participation.

' An individual is ineligible for the DDP when child support arrears affect his or her driver's license
status. Prospective participants are confacting County authorities to establish and abide by child
support payment plans in order to enter the program.
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participation, such as the active warrants, unsatisfied judgments and outstanding
child support obligations.

IV.  LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATION

The participating cities recommend that the Minnesota Legislature continue the pilot
program for two (2) additional years and grant the Commissioner of Public Safety the
discretion to permit additional cities and counties to establish diversion programs
within their jurisdictions, based upon DVS' capacity to add additional jurisdictions.12

V. CONCLUSION

For the reasons more fully described herein, the DDP should be continued because
of the program'’s positive benefits to the public. The DDP has recovered outstanding
fines and fees that the State of Minnesota and local governments arguably might
not have otherwise recovered. This program is an innovative and unique approach
that utilizes a public-private partnership to solve the persistent and pervasive

problem of unlicensed drivers. Because of its preliminary success, continued study is
warranted.

'2 A copy of the bill proposing the extension of the DDP is attached in Appendix 4.
12



APPENDIX 1

LAWS OF MINNESOTA 2009, CHAPTER 59,
ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4




Minnesota

2009 Minn.law ch59, art.3 Sec.4

Sec. 4. LICENSE REINSTATEMENT DIVERSION PILOT PROGRAM.

11.12  Subdivision 1. Establishment. An eligible city may establish a license reinstatement
-11.12diversion pilot program for holders of class D drivers' licenses who have been charged
11.13with violating Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 1 or 2, but have not yet
11.14entered a plea in the proceedings. An individual charged with driving after revocation
11.15under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 2, is eligible for diversion only if
11.16the revocation was due to a violation of Minnesota Statutes, section 169.791: 169.797:
11.17160A.52; 169A.54; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6). An individual
11.1swho is a holder of a commercial driver's license or who has committed an offense in a
11.1scommercial motor vehicle is ineligible for participation in the diversion pilot program.
11.20 Subd. 2. Eligible cities. Each of the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, South St. Paul,
11.2:West St. Paul, and Inver Grove Heights is eligible to establish the license reinstatement
11. 2zdiversion pilot program within its city. The commissioner of public safety may permit
11. 230ther cities to establish license reinstatement diversion pilot programs within their cities.
11.2¢4 Subd. 3. Contract. Notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary, an

11, 25eligible city may contract with a third party to create and administer the diversion program.
11.26 Subd. 4. Diversion of individual. A prosecutor for a participating city may

11. 27determine whether to accept an individual for diversion, and in doing so shall consider:
11.28(1) whether the individual has a record of driving without a valid license or other

11. 29criminal record. or has previously participated in a diversion program;

11.30(2) the strength of the evidence against the individual, along with any miti gating
11.32factors: and

11.32(3) the apparent ability and willingness of the individual to participate in the
11.33diversion program and comply with its requirements.

11.34 Subd. 5. Diversion driver's license. (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary,

11. 3sthe commissioner of public safety may issue a diversion driver's license to a person who
12.1i8 a participant in a pilot program for diversion, following receipt of an application and
12.zpayment of:

22.3(1) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.20, subdivision 4, by

12.4a participant whose driver's license has been suspended;

12.5(2) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2,

12. sparagraph (a). by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
12, 7Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6): or
12.8(3) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29. subdivision 2,

12. sparagraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
12.10Statutes, section 169A.52 or 169A.54. The reinstatement fee and surcharpe, both of which

12.11are provided under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b). also

12, 12must be paid during the course of, and as a condition of, the diversion program.

12.13The diversion driver's license may bear restrictions imposed by the commissioner suitable
12.1410 the licensee's driving ability or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the
12.15commissioner may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor
12.16yvehicle by the licensee.

12.17(b) Payments by participants in the diversion program of the reinstatement fee and
12.1ssurcharge under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), must be
12.19applied first toward payment of the reinstatement fee, and after the reinstatement fee has
12.z0been fully paid. toward payment of the surcharge. Each payment that is applied toward

- 12.z21the reinstatement fee must be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171,29,
12.22subdivision 2, paragraph (b), and each payment that is applied toward the surcharge must




12. 23be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraphs
12, 24(c) and (d).

1z.25  Subd. 6. Components of program. (a) At a minimum, the diversion program

12. 26musl require individuals to:

12.27(1) successfully attend and complete. at the individual's expense, educational classes
12. 2sthat provide, among other things, information on drivers' licensure:

12.29(2) pay, according to a schedule approved by the rosecutor, all required fees

12. 30fines, and charges, including applicable statutory license reinstatement fees and costs
12. 310f participation in the program:

12.32(3) comply with all traffic laws: and

12.33(4) demonstrate compliance with vehicle insurance requirements.

12.34(b) An individual who is accepted into the pilot program is eligible to apply for a

12, 35diversion driver's license.

13.1  Subd. 7. Termination of participation in diversion program. (a) An individual's
13. zparticipation in the diversion program may terminate when:

13.3(1) during participation in the program, the individual is guilty of a moving traffic

13. 4violation or failure to provide vehicle insurance;

13.5(2) the third-party administrator of the diversion program informs the court and the

13. scommissioner of public safety that the individual is no longer satisfying the conditions
13, 7of the diversion: or

13. ¢(3) the third-party administrator informs the court, the prosecutor, and the

13. scommissioner of public safety that the individual has met all conditions of the diversion
13.10pro including, at a minimum, satisfactory fulfillment of the components in
13.113ubdivision 6, whereupon the court shall dismiss the charge or the prosecutor shall decline
13.12t0 prosecute.

13.13(b) Upon termination of an individual's participation in the diversion program, the
13.24commissioner shall cancel the individual's diversion driver's license.

13.15(c) The original charge against the individual of violation of Minnesota Statutes,
13.165€ection 171.24, may be reinstated against an individual whose participation in the
13.17diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2).

13.18(d) The commissioner shall reinstate the driver's license of an individual whose
13.19participation in the diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (3).
13.20 Subd. 8. Report. (a) By February 1. 201 1, the commissioner of public safety and
13. 21each eligible city that participates in the diversion progeram shall report to the legislative
13.2z2committees with jurisdiction over transportation and the judiciary concerning the results
13.230f the program. The report must be made electronically and available in print only upon
13.24request. The report must include, without limitation, the effect of the program on:
13.25(1) recidivism rates for participants in the diversion pilot program:;

13.26(2) the number of unlicensed drivers who continue to drive in violation of Minnesota
13. 27Statutes, section 171.24:

13.26(3) payment of the fees and fines collected in the diversion pilot program to cities,
13.2scounties, and the state:

13.30(4) educational support provided to participants in the diversion pilot program: and
13.31(5) the total number of participants in the diversion pilot program and the number of

13. 32participants who have terminated from the pilot program under subdivision 7, paragraph
13, 33(a), clauses (1) to (3).

13.34 (b) The report must include recommendations regarding the future of the program
13.35and any necessary legislative changes.

13.36 Subd. 9. Sunset. The pilot project under this section expires June 30, 2011.
14.1EFFECTIVE DATE.This section is effective July 1, 2009.
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1 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 2010 Ch. 197

CHAPTER 197-S.F.No. 2946

An act relating to drivers' licenses; allowing collection of fees under the license
reinstatement  diversion pilot program to be extended for 18 months; amending
Laws 2009, chapter 59, article 3, section 4, subdivision 9.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA -

Section 1. Laws 2009, chapter 59, article 3, section 4, subdivision 9, is amended to read:
Subd. 9. Sunset. Fhepitot-projectunder-thissectiomexpiresFume-30—26+- A city
participating in this pilot program may accept an individual for diversion into the pilot
program until June 30, 2011. The third party administering the diversion program may
collect and disburse fees collected pursuant to subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (2),
through December 31, 2012, at which time the pilot program under this section expires.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Presented to the governor March 25, 2010

Signed by the governor March 26, 2010, 11:58 a.m.

Copyright © 2010 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes. State of Minnesota., All Rights Reserved.



APPENDIX 3
DDP COURSE MATERIALS




Financial Crimes Services
Driving Diversion Program Class

Class Outline / Introduction
Why are you here — the process
Why Driving Diversion Program - what happens if the program isn't completed
Participants are lucky and smart
- Lucky to have a chance to stay out of the criminal justice system
- Lucky that they can keep their license
- Smart because they came to the class

- Have a chance to begin fresh, it will be much harder if they are in front of a
Judge for a second offense

Understanding Minnesota Laws

MN laws regarding getting and keeping a license
- ltis a privilege, not a right

Definitions
- Suspension - the penalties
- Revocation — the penalties

What does it take to lose a license? Get it back?

Probable Cause
How and why do people get pulled over
How computers are used to run information on drivers by running plates automatically

What are their reasons for their driving after revocation?
Group conversation / discussion on individual reasons

Responsibility
They are responsible for their actions
What is their social responsibility?

Impact Statement / Stress
How has driving on a revoked license affected them?
What stress has been added due to driving after revocation?
How has it affected their lives? How do they handle it?
What is going to be the future affect?
NOW: inconvenient FUTURE: back to see the Judge

Ripple Effect
How does driving after revocation affect other areas of their lives
- Before getting their license reinstated
- Going through the diversion process
- After completing the diversion process
- If they do not complete the diversion process
- Social responsibility



Setting Goals

How will the participant's life be enhanced in the future
- bhaving a valid driver’s license
- completing the diversion program
- other areas

Insurance

What are the Minnesota laws?

What are the national laws?

How do they affect individual drivers?

Financial Personal/Family Budget
Wants vs Needs

What gets us into financial trouble

Money saving suggestions

Budgeting sheets

Monthly payment schedule

Resource List

The steps and process of getting their license back

What are the steps to regain their driver's license

What paperwork is needed to regain their driver's license

Where are the locations to take the paper work, parking, extra fees, etc

(The class will have the forms and will take the time to help participants fill out the paper

work and give them the step by step process of where and when to complete the
process)

Evaluation of Class Filled Out and handed in to instructor

Information sent back to Jurisdiction on class participants?



Driving Diversion Program
Minnesota Class Schedule

2011
Date City Place Time Instructor
January
Thursday, 1-6-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm - 9:00pm Pete Badker
Saturday, 1-15-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Craig Lunde
Thursday, 1-20-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 12:30pm - 4:30pm Tom Krause
February
Thursday, 2-3-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Mike Lewis
Thursday, 2-17-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 4:30pm - 8:15pm Tom Krause
Saturday, 2-19-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Pete Badker
March
Thursday,3-3-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm - 9:00pm Craig Lunde
Thursday, 3-10-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 12:30pm — 4:30pm Tom Krause
Saturday, 3-19-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Pete Badker
April
Thursday, 4-7-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Mike Lewis
Saturday, 4-16-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Pete Badker
Thursday, 4-21-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 4:30pm — 8:15pm Tom Krause
May
Thursday, 5-5-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Pete Badker
Thursday, 5-19-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 12:30pm — 4:30pm Tom Krause
Saturday, 5-21-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Craig Lunde
June
Thursday, 6-2-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Mike Lewis
Saturday, 6-18-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am — 1:30pm Pete Badker
Thursday, 6-23-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 4:30pm - 8:15pm Tom Krause
July
Thursday, 7-7-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Craig Lunde
Saturday, 7-16-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 9:30am - 1:30pm Pete Badker
Thursday, 7-21-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 12:30pm — 4:30pm Tom Krause
August
Thursday, 8-4-2011 West St. Paul West St. Paul City Hall 5:00pm — 9:00pm Mike Lewis
Thursday, 8-18-2011 Duluth Duluth Public Library 4:30pm — 8:15pm Tom Krause



Thursday, 8-20-2011

September
Thursday, 9-1-2011
Thursday, 9-15-2011
Saturday, 9-17-2011

October

Thursday, 10-6-2011
Saturday, 10-15-2011
Thursday, 10-20-2011

November

Thursday, 11-3-2011
Thursday, 11-17-2011
Saturday, 11-19-2011

December
Thursday, 12-1-2011
Thursday, 12-15-2011
Saturday, 12-17-2011

We must be out of the Duluth Public Library by 8:30pm — they close at that time. Thanks.

West St.

West St.

Duluth

West St.

West St.
West St.

Duluth

West St.

Duluth

West St.

West St.

Duluth

West St.

Paul

Paul
Paul
Paul

Paul

Paul

Paul

Paul

Paul

West St. Paul City Hall

West St. Paul City Hall
Duluth Public Library
West St. Paul City Hall

West St. Paul City Hall
West St. Paul City Hall
Duluth Public Library

West St. Paul City Hall
Duluth Public Library
West St. Paul City Hall

West St. Paul City Hall
Duluth Public Library
West St. Paul City Hall

Directions to West St. Paul class site — West St. Paul City Hall, 1616 Humboldt Ave, West St. Paul, MN 55118: From St. Paul: Go South
on S Robert Street, turn right on Wentworth Ave, take left onto Humboldt Ave, City Hall is on the left
Wentworth Ave, Go west on Wentworth to Humboldt Ave, turn left and City Hall is on left

9:30am - 1:30pm

5:00pm - 9:00pm
12:30pm — 4:30pm
9:30am - 1:30pm

5:00pm - 9:00pm
9:30am - 1:30pm
4:30pm — 8:15pm

5:00pm - 9:00pm
12:30pm — 4:30pm
9:30am — 1:30pm

5:00pm — 9:00pm
4:30pm — 8:30pm
9:30am — 1:30pm

Peter Badker

Pete Badker
Tom Krause
Craig Lunde

Mike Lewis
Pete Badker
Tom Krause

Pete Badker
Tom Krause
Craig Lunde

Mike Lewis
Tom Krause
Pete Badker

From the East: Take Hwy 52 to

Directions to Duluth class site — Duluth Public Library, Green Room, 520 West Superior St, Duluth, MN 55802: none at this time

Instructors:

Pete Badker — Retired Goodhue County Sheriff's Deputy, Pete works daily supporting participants of DDP

Mike Lewis -  Retired Chief of Police - Faribault, MN

Tom Krause - Retired Investigator Virginia Police Department
Craig Lunde - Investigator, Red Wing Police Department



DRIVING DIVERSION PROGRAM
MINNESOTA CLASS MANUAL

DDP Office number 866-518-2597
DDP FAX number 1-651-385-4343

Driving Diversion Program
PO Box 19, Red Wing, MN 55066

File Number:




INTRODUCTION

This class is part of the diversion process which offers you an opportunity to obtain a valid Minnesota
Driver’s License and have the criminal citation dismissed for Driving after Suspension (DAS) or Driving after
Revocation (DAR). You were stopped by an officer of the law because you did something to catch his or her
attention. Due to modern technology, the officer was able to find out immediately that you were driving on a
suspended or revoked license. You were not only in trouble for the reason you caught their attention, but for
driving illegally. Everyone has their own reason why they were driving illegally. Did you know your license was
revoked or suspended? Did you need to get to work? Did you have a family obligation to fuffill? Did you think
it was okay if you drove carefully and who would know? For whatever the reason, you were stopped and now
another criminal citation could be added to your driving record. We are all responsible for our own actions. It
doesn’t matter that we “didn’t want to get in trouble”, that we “just had to” do something. It doesn’t matter to
the law. For a society to be stable, it needs to have rules that everyone follows and laws to keep everyone
safe. Our actions do not only affect ourselves, but those in our family, those we work with, those we share the
road with, etc. Our actions have ripple affects well beyond ourselves.

We are not here to “preach” to you about your violation but to educate you about the steps that got you
here, the impact on you and those around you of driving with a suspended or revoked license and the direction
this can take if things are left unchanged. You should consider yourself lucky and smart. Lucky because you

are able to participate in the diversion process instead of going to court and smart because you chose to come
to this class and fulfill the requirements of the program.

REMEMBER, IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO DRIVE WITHOUT A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE.
The goal of this class is to make very clear the law, to provide you with the necessary tools for you to make
good on your outstanding fees and fines, and to ultimately have a valid Minnesota Driver’s License again. As
you fuffill the requirements of the program, you will be able to obtain a Diversion License which will allow you to
drive legally while you take care of the outstanding citations, fees, fines, etc. that warranted your DAS or your
DAR. Atthe end of this class, you will know what monetary amount you will need to bring when applying for
your diversion license; you will have completed the necessary forms to bring to the Drivers Vehicle Service
(DVS) to receive your Diversion License; you will have the opportunity to set up a bank account, if needed, for
your personal financial needs. You will receive information on obtaining vehicle insurance if needed. You will
be mailed a Certificate of Completion to take to the DVS showing you are eligible to obtain your Diversion

License. This class is one of the first steps to getting your Diversion License.

$$$ How much do you pay each month in rent/mortgage payment? $



LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS FOR MINNESOTA

MN laws regarding acquiring a license and keeping it are very specific. In Minnesota, driving is a
privilege, not a right. It can be suspended or revoked. The Driving Diversion Program is a way to
obtain a legal license while working through the diversion process. If the components of the process
are not carried through, the Diversion License can be suspended and the offender can be sent back
to the City Attorney’s Office so that formal court charges can proceed. The following Minnesota

Statutes outline the definitions and laws under which the Driving Diversion Program operates:

171.24 VIOLATIONS; DRIVING WITHOUT VALID LICENSE
Subdivision 1. Driving after suspension; misdemeanor. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 5, a person is
guilty of a misdemeanor if:
(1) the person’s driver's license or driving privilege has been suspended;
(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the suspension; and *
(3) the person disobeys the order by operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires
a driver’s license, while the person’s license or privilege is suspended

Subd. 2. Driving after revocation; misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a misdemeanor if:
(1) the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege has been revoked:
(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the revocation; and

(3) the person disobeys the order by operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires
a driver’s license, while the person’s license or privilege is revoked.

Subd. 7. Sufficiency of notice. (a) Notice of revocation, suspension, cancellation, or disqualification is sufficient
if personally served, or if mailed by first class mail to the person’s last known address or to the address
listed on the person's driver's license. Notice is also sufficient if the person was informed that revocation,
suspension, cancellation, or disqualification would be imposed upon a condition occurring or failing to
occur, and where the condition has in fact occurred or failed to occur.

(b) It is not a defense that a person failed to file a change of address with the post office, or failed to
notify the Department of Public Safety of a change of name or address as required under section
171.11.

(This is not the complete version of the law. For the full version, go to www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/ )

DEFINITION OF PENALTIES:

Misdemeanor Penalty: A Person who is convicted of a misdemeanor could be sentenced to imprisonment for not more
than 90 days or to payment of a fine of not more than $1,000, or both.

Gross Misdemeanor Penalty: A Person who is convicted of a gross misdemeanor could be sentenced to imprisonment
for not more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both.

Sec.4. LICENSE REINSTATEMENT DIVERSION PILOT PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1.  Establishment. An eligible city may establish a license reinstatement diversion pilot program for holders
of class D driver’s licenses who have been charged with violating Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24,
subdivision 1 or 2, but have not yet entered a plea in the proceedings. An individual charged with driving
after revocation under Minnesota Statutes, section 171 -24, subdivision 2, is eligible for diversion only if
the revocation was due to a violation of Minnesota Statues, section 169.791; 169.797; 169A.52; 169A.54;
or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a). An individual who is a holder of a commercial driver's license or
who has committed an offense in a commercial motor vehicle is ineligible for participation in the diversion
pilot program.

Subd. 2, Eligible cities. Each of the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, and Inver Grove

. Heights is eligible to establish the license reinstatement diversion pilot program within its city. The
commissioner of public safety may permit other cities to establish license reinstatement diversion pilot
programs within their cities.



THE SPLASH AND RIPPLE EFFECT

When we do anything in our lives, it always goes beyond the actual moment it happens. Events not
only affect us, but others. What are the ripples in your life from having a DAS or a DAR? Getting

stopped and having a criminal citation on your driving record is a big splash that will spread far and
wide.

Some areas to think about and possibly include: stress levels, impact on family members, attitudes of
friends and family, impact on your job and daily schedule, financial issues, results from participating
in the driving diversion process, the overall effect when the program is complete, social responsibility.

Getting
stopped

with a DAR
or DAS




misdemeanor violations of this section. In addition to any sentence of imprisonment that the court may
impose on a person convicted of violating this section, the court shall impose a fine of not less than $200
nor more than the maximum amount authorized by law. The court may allow community service in lieu of
any fine imposed if the defendant is indigent.
(b) the court may impose consecutive sentences for offenses arising out of a single course of conduct as
permitted in section 609.035, subdivision 2.
(c) In addition to the criminal penalty, the driver’s license of an operator convicted under this section shall
be revoked for not more than 12 months. If the operator is also an owner of the vehicle, the registration
of the vehicle shall also be revoked for not more than 12 months. Before reinstatement of a driver's
license or registration, the operator shall file with the commissioner of public safety the written certificate
of an insurance carrier authorized to do business in this state stating that security has been provided by
the operator as required by section 65B.48.

(This is not the complete version of the law. For the full version, go to www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/ )

$$$ How much do you pay each month for cable/dish service? $

$$$ How much do you pay each month for your home phone? $



WHY TALK ABOUT PERSONAL FINANCES?

While many people know how to maintain their personal finances in the good times, when the
economy slips or major circumstances develop in life (a DUI, multiple tickets, illness, job loss, etc.),
making ends meet and covering financial responsibilities may become a challenge. Everyone can
use a reminder now and again to freshen up options and to take a good look at where they really are
financially. For many in the DDP program, the need to pay in full the outstanding tickets, fines and
fees were too great a financial challenge and so most went without a valid license.

The Driving Diversion Program is here not only to help figure out what tickets are outstanding and
how much is owed, but to help participants manage their overall finances. As noted earlier in this
manual, the average DDP participant has 10 citations. Figuring out how much income you have and
where you choose to spend it, at times, can be eye opening. Budgets and the budgeting process is a
crucial part of everyday life. It is especially necessary today with most incomes staying the same (or
decreasing) while expenses keep going up!

It is the goal of the DDP program that with a solid budget, the amount owed on outstanding tickets,
fines and fees will be manageable and will be successfully paid. A legal license with no restrictions is
a wonderful end result for diligently paying off what is legally owed to the state, counties and/or cities.
But even more important, it is a skill that will carry through the rest of your life. When life gives you
the eventual “ups and downs”, you will be equipped to deal with them more effectively. Celebrate the

“ups” and save for when the inevitable “down” comes along. What you leam in the next few pages
will take you far.

WHY HAVE A BANK ACCOUNT?

Benefits of having a bank account are numerous!! By having a checking or debit account, individuals
are able to help stabilize their financial situations and move forward on improving their credit rating.
By setting up automatic monthly payments for bill paying, individuals are able to reduce the stress of
meeting payment deadlines. You no longer have late payments adding on additional fees. You get
to spend that money yourself! By maintaining a checking account in a positive manner, participants

show financial institutions, merchants, friends and family that they are capable of managing their
finances.

If you do not already have a checking/debit account, you are able to sign up for one though the FCS
bank, Kenney Bank and Trust. The following information outlines the benefits of Kenney Bank &
Trust account if you need an account. Many of the benefits are universal to all checking/debit
accounts when used correctly.

Benefits:

Pay bills electronically

Will not receive checks for this account

Clean up negative check data

Account will be set up with limited overdraft protection
Receive a debit card

The account can have multiple signers.

Call DDP at 1-866-518-2597 for more information.

MO 10 =
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CREDIT REPORTS AND YOUR CREDIT SCORE cont.

Other areas to keep in mind:

Sources:

Don't close unused accounts if you are going to apply for a loan in the near future. If
someone tells you to close unused accounts to improve your score, it could actually hurt
you. Closing unused accounts without paying down your debt on used cards changes your
utilization ratio, which is the amount of your total debt divided by your total available credit.
You appear closer to maxing out your accounts because you have a lower amount of credit
you can borrow from. Overall, it is best not to carry accounts you are not using.

The length of your credit history is.another factor in your score. |f you do close an account,
leave the oldest one open and close the newest one(s). If you close the oldest, longest
held and used card and hold on to the newest cards, it makes you look like a much newer
borrower. Even if the new cards have a better interest rate, in the eyes of a creditor or
lender, interest rates do not matter, the credit history on the card does!

If you do have to use credit cards, having a smaller balance on two or three cards is better
than having a large amount on one card. You're not spending less, it is just divided better
and the percentages work in your favor (20-30% on 2-3 cards instead of say 80% on one).

ALTHOUGH it is much better to pay down debt and have the cash to use, not the
cards.

Checking your credit reports, Bankrate.com, updated May 1, 2006

5 Fixing mistakes on your credit report, Bankrate.com
° 7 steps to fixing your credit report, by Holden Lewis, Bankrate.com
o Tips for boosting your credit score, by Pat Curry, Bankrate.com
$$9$ How much do you pay each month for your DDP payment? $

13
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CHECK OUT AND USE THE INFORMATION ON YOUR STATEMENT

Your credit card statements must now show how long it will take you to pay off your credit cards if you
(a) add no further charges to them and (b) you make only a minimum payment. They also need to
show your payment to pay off your debt in 3 years. Check out the example below.

Payment Information

MNew Balance $7,713.55
Minimum Payment Due $155.00
Payment Dus Date March 18, 2010

Late Payment Wamning: If we do not receive your minimum
poyment by the date listed above, you moy have to pay a late
fee of up to $39.00 and your purchase APRs for new
transactions may be increased up to the Default APR of
21.99% variable.

Minimum Payment Waming: IF you moke only the minimum
payment each period, you will pay more in interest and it will
take you longer to pay off your balance. For example:

|'f you make no You will pay off And you will end

_using this card and on this statement | estimated total of...

additional charges the balance shown| up paying an

each monih you pay...|in about. ..

Only the minimum

24 years $21,833
pPoyment

39,899

$275 3 years {Savings = $11,934 )

If you would like information about credit counseling services,
call

CREDIT CARD ISSUES TO STILL KEEP IN MIND

The new Credit CARD Law does not solve all credit card issues. As card holders, consumers must
still keep the following issues in mind.

15

1.

Pay more than your minimum payment. If you only make a minimum payment, it can be
put toward interest charges only, or to the lowest interest rate applying to your account.
For money to come off of the highest interest rate applied to you account, extra must be
paid in addition to your minimum payment. Example: Minimum payment is $50.00 and you
make a payment of $80.00. $50.00 will go toward interest charged or the lowest interest
rate on a purchase on account, $30.00 will be applied to the highest rate on your account.
Many accounts have multiple rates on purchases.

Look out for changes in the next few months. Credit card companies made a lot of
money before the Credit CARD law went into effect by changing the rules on interest,
payments, etc. They will not go long without making that income up. Consumers could see
new or increased annual fees, inactivity fees, or balance transfer fees, just to name a few.
Read your mail. You will not know about the changes unless you read what the
companies send you! It is up to you to decide if you want to keep the credit cards or not.
Opt out of new Changes. By reading about the changes well in advance of them going
into effect, card holders can say yes or no. But realize, if you say no, the company may
close your account. It should still give you a reasonable time to pay it off under their
current terms. They might decide to keep you if you were a good customer.

Vote with your credit card. If your card is not a good fit, don’t use it. Decide if you really
need one at all. Pay off your debt, save for future expenses and use a credit card for only
“must” situations — hotel reservations, emergencies, etc. It is not for a fun shopping spree
you can't afford.



WHAT GETS US INTO FINANCIAL TROUBLE

Counting on future earnings to pay present debt. Do not take advances on your paychecks.
Being a slave to immediate gratification. It pays to wait until you can afford it.

Keeping up with the Jones. It is expensive and you and your friends/neighbors are different|
Being too busy to think about money. Problems won’t go away just because you ignore them.
Being wastefull Waste is the same as throwing away your hard earned money.

Not setting goals. Goals provide a solid foundation for planning and success.

Being ruled by your social life. Relax and enjoy life in a way you can afford and is good for you.

NGO B L0 L

Not everyone feels they are in financial trouble. But, many times life circumstances altar a person’s state of financial
health and security. There are 5 dreaded D’s that could and often do happen to people. Maybe they have happened to
you, or you know of someone experiencing them right now. What are they? They are Divorce, Downsizing, Death,
Disability and Disease. Any of the 5 can arrive at your door unexpectedly. Could you keep up your current lifestyle
without a paycheck, or manage your finances on a substantially reduced income? Disastrous life events can happen to
anyone, and even if you do not have a ton of debt now, it is prudent to save for the future, in case the unexpected
happens. Another area to keep away from is the cash advance businesses. They give advances on your paycheck, but
charge astronomical interest rates. Always look at the annual percentage rate (APR). It could be over 500% annually.
Know what you will be responsible forl Stay away from them! Also, interest free deals are everywhere, but they come
with terms. To avoid paying interest, full payment must be paid by the ending due date. Otherwise, you will pay the
accrued interest from the day of purchase. You can track the interest and the end date before they take affect by reading
your statements. Take the amount of your purchase, divide it by the number of months you have to pay it off (minus one),
and you know what you have to pay each month so you are not responsible for the interest.

Example: You purchase something for $621.72 with 6 months free interest. You need to divide $621.72 by 5 months.
Your payment is $124.35 a month and it will be paid in full early so no interest can be charged. You pay it off a month
early in case the mail is late, you are short funds the last month, etc.

MONEY SAVING SUGGESTIONS

If you find your money not stretching to the end of the month, you may be forced to cut expenses. Try the following:
Don't shop retail. Shop sales, eliminate unnecessary items, see if slightly used will do.

2. Be a cheap date. Entertain yourself and someone special with free or less expensive activities. Example, rent a
movie, make popcorn and invite friends over. It is still fun but a lot cheaper than goi ng to a theater.
3. Plan menus and stick to them. Learn to cook. Bring your lunch from home. Be on the look-out for food specials.

Buy food in the most basic forms. Prepared foods cost as much as 5 to 10 times as much as the basic food and
often are not as nutritious. Example: noodles and cheese. Compare prices. Be alert to quality. Watch for
seasonal sales and food items. Watch how often you eat at restaurants or bring home take-out. Again, learn to
cook. Be aware of how much food money is spent on low nutritional value food. Replace snack items with low
cost foods with high food value. Make as much of your food as you can from basics. (Cookies and snacks)

4. Don't play the lottery or gamble. You will lose more than you win.

B, Make use of your own skills instead of paying for services. Practice self-control in spending. Keep thinking about
a goal you want to achieve and work toward achieving it. Think positive, not about what you are giving up, but
how much closer you are to getting what you want.

6. Take advantage of free community services for education, recreation, food and medical.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CHECK THESE OUT:
The Complete Cheapskate by Mary Hunt (Book)
Debt-Proof Living by Mary Hunt (Book)
Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey (Book )
debt-free by 30 by Jason Anthony and Karl Cluck (Book)
Website articles by Mary Hunt, Dave Ramsey, etc.

ke 00 Ty e

READ THE FREE ARTICLES, you should not have to purchase anything. If they ask you to, keep looking — articles on
budgeting, paying down debt, etc are many!
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BUDGET

Behind every successful family/household is a budget. There are three basic steps to the successful
operation of a family budget:

FIRST STEP: Time must be taken to sit down and plan.
SECOND STEP:  The person who keeps the budget must be faithful to the task.
THIRD STEP: After the close of each month, a few minutes should be spent to study the results

and make the necessary adjustments for the coming months.

When you decide to pay down your debt and start living within a budget, the first step is to figure
out where all of your money is going now. What are you spending it on? How often do you spend
it? How often do you stop by the ATM machines and what fees are you paying for that quick
money? Do you have money to pay the bills at the end of the month or paycheck period? What is
your Debt-to-Income Ratio? How often do you eat out and how many coffees do you purchase
each week? What do you do for entertainment? Keep track of your spending in a notebook

for one month. Tracking your expenditures will be a real eye-opener, you will be surprised
where your money goes!

PLANNING YOUR FINANCES

To help each person live within his income, a plan for saving and spending is useful. DO NOT take

advances on your paycheck! Business’s that offer you this option charge extremely high interest
rates!

SOME GENERAL RULES OF BUDGETING:
1. Establish a goal: To spend no more than you make.

2. Fixed items come first, then flexible items and luxuries. (Fixed items are what you pay each

month.) Check back to page 16. What are your priorities that must be paid first (some may be fixed,
some flexible)?

3. Big expense items and other “must” items may be spread out among income periods so that each
bears a share of the expense. For example: If rent is $700 per month, then it is wise to save out $350
from each check to have enough to cover the rent (if you get paid twice a month.)

4. Major expenses cannot be cut completely, but they can be reduced (food, shelter, utilities,
clothing).

$$9$ How much do you pay each month for vehicle insurance? $
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BUDGETING YOUR INCOME

Monthly net-income

(Income includes VA benefits, child support, Social Security, take-home pay from all jobs, etc.)

Expenses - Month

a) House Payment/Rent (pg 3)

b) Electric Bill (pg 4)

c) Heat (pg 6)

d) Water

e) Personal Priority (pg 16)

f) Cable / Dish TV (pg 9)

g) Phone (pg 9)

h) Cell Phone (pg 6)

i) Internet Service (pg 10)

j) Credit Payments/Loans (page 18)
1. DDP Payments (pg 13)
2
3.
4.
5.

k) Monthly /Pro-rated Monthly
1. License Plates/Tabs
2. Vehicle Insurance (pg 19)
3. Groceries

a0 A

£
) Giving
m) Transportation Cost
n) Pocket Money
0) Savings Account
P)
Q)
r)
s)
t)
u)
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Current
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total: $
Balance (+/-): $

Total: $

Cut-backs
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Monthly Payment Schedule -

Place Amt. Amount Date Amount Date Check
Owed Due Due Paid Paid | Number
Church or Charity 4 x
Rent/Mortgage
(escrow taxes /insurance)
Saved for the Rent/Mortgage 2 x
Loan
Saved for Loan 2Xx

Car Payment

Insurances (monthly payment)

Gas Company

Electric Company

Cable/Internet

Phone — House Line

Phone — Cellular

Credit Card

Credit Card

Water/Garbage

School Lunches

DDP Payment

Fuel Oil (3 tanks/winter-12 mo.)

Carbage  (Every 3 months)

Newspaper (Every 3 months)

Insurances (Every 6 months)

License Plates(Every 12 months)
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RESOURCE LIST FOR ADDITIONAL HELP
FCS Driving Diversion Program (DDP)

° The company that provides the Driving Diversion Program
. 866-518-2597 Office number
o 1-651-385-4343 FAX number (must use the 1 to start as it is outside the Twin Cities area)
o Driving Diversion Program, PO Box 19, Red Wing, MN 55066
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
. Look in you local business section of your phone book under AA
. WWw.aa.org
American Association of Daily Money Managers (AADMM)
. A membership organization which provides daily money management services directly to clients. Provides a
listing of DMM in each state and a list of questions to ask DMM.
a www.aadmm.com/

Annual Credit Report.com

o Receive a free annual credit report from each of the three main credit bureaus
. www.annualcreditreport.com or 877-322-8228
o Annual credit report Request Service, P.O. Box 105283, Atlanta, GA 30348-5283
Bridge to Benefits Web Site
° A one-stop approach coordinated by the Children’s Defense fund for families to discover potential eligibility for
public health care, child care, tax credits, food support and energy assistance.
. www.bridgetobenefits.org

Community Action Programs

. Offers local assistance to families in need, including: energy assistance, weatherization, food & clothing
shelves, Head Start, child care programs, job assistance/training, etc.

b www.mncaa.org/

Credit Counseling
° Assistance with financial problems, including budgets, money management and debt repayment plans
. National Foundation for Credit Counseling: 800-388-2227; www.nfcc.org (Find a certified agency by you.)
e Consumer Credit Counseling Services: www.cccs.org (MN metro: 651-439-4840; MN: 888-577-2227
. LSS Financial Counseling: MN: 888-577-2227
Department of Commerce
. Information and guidance about banking and insurance
- www.commerce.state.mn.us or 800-657-3602 or 651-296-2488

Extension Services

. Variety of resources including personal finance, parenting, food safety, etc.

. www.extension.umn.edu or (Family Resource Management) hitp://www.extensiou.umn.edu/FRM/
Federal Trade Commission

° Provides consumer protection information and help on identity theft; www.ftc.qov or 877-382-4357

o Address: Federal trade Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20580

First Call For Help
To obtain information or seek help in a crisis, including alcohol, drugs, gambling addictions, abuse, etc.:

o www.unitedwaytwincities.org or dial 211 or 1-800-543-7709 if from a cell phone: 651-291-0211
Gambling Problems Resource Center

. Provides prevention and education programs and lists treatment resources

° www.miph.org/gambling or MN Problem Gambling Help Line: 800-333-4673
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I:;-‘J,‘,; - j:l Public Information Numbers
i o—‘arvices

January 2007

DVS Director’s Office.............. 651-296-4544

Assistance for Hearing Impaired Callers

(TTY/TDD)...cvvvereriiresenseranaes 651-282-6555
Office Locations ....................... 651-297-2005 (Available onlihe at www.mndriveinfo.org)
Disability Parking..................... 651-297-3377 (Disability parking permit/hangtags and license plates)
Driver’s License
General Information............... 651-297-3298 (card not received, change of address, duplicate etc.)
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL)............651-297-5029
e CDL Disqualification Ouly .........ccournne 651-205-4086
Driver’s License Status .......... 651-284-2000 (A'vsilable online at www.mndriveinfo.org)
Driver Education.................... 651-201-7626 (Ticense instructors, schools, third party testers.)
Driver Evaluation............ <eurne-051-296-2025 (work permits, violations, limited/revoked/suspended licenses))
651-296-2015
Fines.. 651-296-2035 (payment of fines, questions related to fines on DL record)
Implied Consent Violation.....651-296-8599
Investigations ..........c.ccecueeeeena 651-296-2023 (court ordered expungement, disputation of conviction)
Schedule Road Test................ 651-284-1000 (may also change existing appointment or cancel)

Available online at www.mndriveinfo.org
Motor Vehicle Title and Registration

General Information................ 651-297-2126 (transfer of ownership, titles, liens, plates & regisiration)
Auto Dealer Licensing ...........651-296-2977
PROTALe ...oiiiiveiiiniissiniumnmsssons 651-205-4141 (commercial vehicle, interstate registration, IRP, IFTA)
Special License Plates............. 651-297-3166 (veteran, colleglate, personalized, collector, eic.)
Impounded Plates................... 651-297-5034 (law enforcement has removed plates from vehicle
sometimes referred to as Whiskey or WX,)

Violations ........ccceeervernecnverenne 651-296-3844 (truck gross welght and axle weight violations)

Metro Vehicle Impound Lots
Minneapolis......coovemiveeenrinannns 612-673-5777
8L Paall oo cusisininsinsnimessasases 651-292-6005

Records 651-296-2940 (For copies of DL, MV, Crash records)

Refunds 651-296-0118

Other State Services

Attorney General’s Office......651-296-3353 (Toll Free 800-657-3787)
MnDOT (Road Info 24/7)...... 511

Organ Donor Program.............888-5-DONATE (536-6283)

561State Patrol Information ...651-297-3935

Voter Registration...........c.cve. 877-600-8683
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WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO GET YOUR LICENSE BACK?

What DVS forms have to be filled out? (Will be listed on individual certificates sent from main office)
How much money will you need (cash) to bring with you to the DVS site?
You must fill out the sample form needed.

Find the closest site for you to bring the forms and cash to (will also be on your certificate)

Rest of the class - Fill out the forms

Fill out the state forms

Fill out the evaluation

Take all the papers to the instructor

Instructor will review paperwork to make sure the sample Driver’s License
Application is filled out properly

If you did not have your insurance information into DDP before the class,
contact DDP after this class to get further information on the process. The
phone number for the DDP program is 1-866-518-2597. (If you are stopped
and ticketed before you have a valid diversion license due to a DAR-DAS/
no insurance and/or no proof of insurance, you can be promptly removed
from the program by the state.

Your Certificate of Class Completion will be mailed to you within 10
business days.

Take at least $65 cash and forms (including your signed DDP Class
Certificate) to nearest DVS office to obtain Diversion License (see
certificate for amounts)

Wait an additional 3 business days for your license to be activated. While
in the DDP program, if you get any new “DAS or DAR?” citations after you
attend the class, you can be promptly removed from the program, SO NO
DRIVING UNTIL YOU KNOW YOU ARE VALID.

You can call 1-651-284-1234, #2. Have your Driver's License number
ready. This will confirm whether or not you have a valid driver's license
status. If you are confirmed, drive safely. If you are not, make sure you
have completed all of your reinstatement requirements listed on your

certificate. If all are completed and you are still not in a valid status, call the
DDP office.



City:
Address:
Zip:
Phone:

Applications:

Road Test;

Written Test:

City:
Address:
Zip:
Phone:

Applications:

Road Test:

Written Test:

City:
Address:
Zip:
Phone:

Applications:

Road Test:

Written Test:

City:
Address:
Zip:
Phone:

Applications:

Road Test:

Written Test:

City:
Address:
Zip:
Phone:

Applications:

Road Test:

Written Test:
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SITES FOR PARTICIPANTS TO RECEIVE THEIR LICENSES

St. Paul

445 Minnesota St. — Downtown St. Paul
55101

651-639-4057

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
NOT available

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 3:45pm

Eagan

2070 Cliff Road

55122

651-688-1870

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 3:45pm

Arden Hills

County Road | W & 35W

55112

651-639-4057

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
available Monday - Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm

Motorcycle and Moped Tests are given Monday — Friday, 10:00am and 1:00pm

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 3:45pm

Plymouth

2455 Fernbrook Lane

55447

952-476-3042

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:00pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 3:45pm

Duluth

4602 Grand Avenue, Suite 990

55807

218-628-4925

available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:30pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 4:00pm
available Monday — Friday, 8:00am — 3:45pm
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MINNESOTA DRIVER'’S: LICENSE1 IDENTIFICATION C‘ARDﬁPPHCATION

6/ muyoumnewyuurdrmr‘shcensemirmrudonpemnm

must appear ia person for a vision screening and photo. if you do |

not pass the vision screening, & license will not be issued untll &
saﬂsfmwvtﬁonmpoﬂbwhad

D Ywmuﬁpreaontaﬂdmoﬂdenﬁ!yandresidenw (Referto ID
mmpsm;nuummmmmam
neme or date of birth, to knowingly make @ faisa statement or-

oonceal & material fact, of otherwise to commit a fraud in applying*

for a Minnesota driver's licéhse, instruction permit, or enfification
card. The driver's licenss will be cancelled upon determination .
that the Hcensee falled to give the required or corect information
Inmeappleamn orcunniﬁadanyiraudurdocsﬁhma]dngm
'W@ﬂ MS.§5 171 14,17122) .

. Youmuslapplyforampumtedrivarsﬂcanaewltrmmdaysoia
legal name change. You must present documentation of the
name change such as a certified court order or a certified
mamiage certificate. With praper documentation, you may use
your sumame prior 1o martiage as your middle name. Print your
mﬂnmmmmmpnﬂanmNMIlm

+ Lis! the standard postal address of youtresidence. In order o use
an atternaté:malling address, you must certify that the US.
Postal Seirvice does not deliver mall to your residente address.

You must appy for & duphicate driver's ficense within 30 days of '

ana.ddrased:arue

* If reguired for your safety or for the safety of your famfly, your
. residence address may be classified as private data on
individuals. You must complete & Request for Privacy of
Resldence Address form and provide an aftemate address where

~you are ahle tp receive mall and service of process. Thé altemate

addrsﬁswllbedigphvadonmwd

"AMQNHMMMWMMWIWWM
estabiish a living will'health care directive. An application for a
new card and e written statement are required to later remove
the indicator. For more Information about living wills/health care
 directives, contadyourdomr'orsaekhgaladvbé'

ﬁwdbmrdeslgnamnonaloetmorlnmrdmasyw .

* You must pass a knowledge tsst before renewing a lcense with &
school bus or hazardous materials endorsement.

* Al appications must be compisted in black ink. Do not &ign untl
* directed to do 0.

A Ywmussignmeapplhﬁonhmamofﬂwpomn
'amhortedmacesptmeappumﬂonorhaveammypubicmﬂy
your signeture on the application.

B. If you are apptying for a perml or driver's icense and are under

- 18 yearsof age, your application must be approved by & legal
guardian or by a parent with whom you live. The person who
approves the license application must also certify that the
supervisad driving raqulremntshave been met. Unless the
parent or legal guardiarisigns in the preserice of a person -
alnhorhndtnacoaplappumﬁona the signature must be

" MGTOHCYG.ESAFEWFUND $11 of the inftial motorcycle
endorpement fee and $7-of the motorcycle endorsement ranewalfea
s dedicated to the Motorcycle Safety Fund.

. AMMHWWWM(M.S 5504113
‘Subd. 2).

" NOTICE TO VOTER REGISTRANTS . I

muwmwmwbﬂcﬁmnﬁmd

" Information submitted for voter registration. Any Information

purposes wili not be disclosad in any other manner.

PLEASE FILL IN APPROPRIATE BOXES 4 (Jﬁ‘\?
ON THE OTHER SIDE

rerrmtmdasignaﬂon For more information about donation,
coritact LiteSource at 1-888-5-DONATE.

DO NOT SIGN UNTIL DIRECTED TO DO SO

'%O.QJC :
c\%v_.\
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Tennessen Waming
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

MINNESOTA DRVER'S LICENSEADENTIFICATION CARD APPLICATION

IMPORTANT: READ THIS NOTICE BEFORE YOU
COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

NOTICE

Why are you being eskad to share this information and how will i be used?

The Department of Public Salety (DPS) will use the Information to identify you as &
person, fo identify your driving record, to determine your elighlity for a driver's permil,
license or identification card, prevent fraud, to access your record for any future service

. transactions and/or inquiries, &nd to comply with state and foderal laws. .

Siate and federal laws-require collection of this information,

Minnesota Statutes §§ 171.06, 221.031, and 221.0314, and federal motor carrier safety
regulations {40 C.F.R. §§ 383.71 and 383.153) require collection of this information,

Consequences of supplying or refusing 1o supply requestsd information.

i you supply the requested information, DPS will be able to determine whether to Issue

you a driver's permil, license, or identification card. The information may be used by
other states o maks decisions about whether to issue you a driver kicense, permit, or
identification card. The requested information may also be used by insurance providsrs
to determine elighbity for automobile Insurance coverage.

I you don't provide the Information requesied, DPS cannot issus you a driver's permit,
Ibenu.orldmﬁﬂmﬂonﬂ:d and your existing driving privileges, if any, may be

MhhmﬂdlnﬁmﬂmmmeW?

DFS releases this information to local, state, and federal govemnment agencles-only as
euthorized or required by stats and federal law. T&mmmhﬁmm
ghared with the foliowing:

Social Security Administration MN Department of Commerce
Selective Service System: MN Attomey General's Office
Fademlbapartrmtto{ubor MN Office of the Secretary of State

of Human Services MN Department of Natural Resources
MND-pmnunoiRewnuo
in atidition, your personal information may be disclosed as authorized by United States
Code, title 18, section 2721.
A note sbout your Socla! Security number.

You must provide your Social Sacurity number according to M.S. § 171.08 and the
ms.wmymﬂusc § 686{a) (13). Your Social Security number s also
mnmwwhummrsmmm

B TRV T T EL LN . ¥ N
mwwmmmmmm
of Revenus, the internal Revenue Servics,

the Minnesota Department
Minnesota Depariment of Natural Resources; end the Minnesota Departmen! of Human
Bervioss.

Permissible Uses of Motor Vehicle Data as provided: -

United States Code, title 18, section 2721 9
For use by any government egency, including any court or law

agency, hmmhhﬂawmym”mwmm
bahail of a fedsral, state, or local agency in camrying out its functions.

For use in connection with matters of motor vehicle or driver aafety m!

mofor vehicle emissions; motor vehicle product allerations, recalis, or
performance monttoring of motor vehicies, motor vehicle paris, and dealers
motor vehicle markset research activities, including survey research; and red .
dmmmmmmmmdmm ;
manufacturers. - !
quuhhmmmuﬂmtartwwﬂamuhaod
empioyees, or contractors, but only:
(wammmwwwwmmbnmbymm
the business or its agencles, employees, or contractors; and i
m)ﬂmmnuﬂmnswmw;mmorhmw
mmwmmm mmmhmdmmmm
wmtuwumaﬂsuormrw
against, the Individual,
Forusaheormclbnﬂhanymil,uwm! adminisirative, or arbitral
in any federal, state, or local court or agency or before any seti-reguistory
Including the service of process, invesfigation in anticipation of Rtigation,
exacution or enforcement of judgments and orders, of pursuant bo an orde
federal, state, or local court.. I
For use in ressarch aciivites, and for use in producing statistical reports,
as the personal information Is not pubBishad, re-diaciosed, or used to

FamWwimmrwlmmmumtmnw orbys

entity, or & agents, employees, or contractors, in connaction with clgims
investigation activities, antifraud activities, rating, or underwriting. !
For use In providing natice 10 the owners of towed or impounded vehides. |
For use by any Hicensed private investigative agency or fcensed seaurity se
for any purpose permitted under this subsaction.

Fnruaebymumbwforhq;eﬂormwoworwﬁym '

relating o a holder of a commercial driver’s licanse that is required undar th
Commerclal Mator Vehicle Safety Act, 48 U.S.C. §§ 31301-17.

wmlnmmnmmmmbmm

For any other use in responss to requests for individual motor vehicle recon

the siate has obtalned the express consent of the person to whom such par
information pertaine,

For bulk distribution for surveys, marketing, or solicitations if the slate has
mmmmdnmnmmmm

(R IR R i

mwmmwymmmwdmmmm
record, if such use b reiated 10 the operation of & motor vehicle or public sa

Soum.P‘&L

I“
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-M|NNESOTA_--DHIVER%-LieENSH IDENTIFICATION --CﬂnpAPbucmon-

* Wheo you renew your driver's kicense or instruction permit you

must appear in peraon for a vision screening and photo. If you do |

not pass the vision screening, a license will not be issued untll a
saﬁsfacbqﬂsionmponismmd

. Younmstpfmﬂevidmoﬂdenﬁ!yandresldency (Referto ID
Requirements handout PS30870.) 1t is unlawful to-use a fictitious
neme (v date of birth, to knowingly make a faisa statement or-

oonceal e material fact, orwmrsetomﬂaﬂwdlnw'-

foraMhnamdmefahonsﬂ instruction permit, or identification
card. Tmmnwmbewuﬂeduponmﬂﬂmﬂon
that the censee fafled to give the required or comrect information
In the application; ormnﬂtedanyimudordaoa&hmaklngme
"applwoﬂmﬂ §§171:14,171.22) . ‘

' You mumamwfmadupﬁmwsﬂoemwimmwdmda
tegal name change. You must present documentation of the
nafme changs guch as a certified court order or a certified
marriage certificate. With proper documentation, you may use
your sumame prior to martiage as your middle hame. Print your
munmpmmwmdwmpnmervmemim

. Llﬂtﬁmmmmdwurmm In order o use

an afternaté' mailing address, you must certify that the U.S.
Postal Satvica does ot deliver miall to.your residente address.

Yoy must apply-for & duplicate driver's floense within 30 days of

anaddrmdmngs
* I reguired for your safety or for the safety of your family, your
; residence address may be classified-as private data on
individuals. You must complets 4 Request for Privacy of
Resldence Address form and provide an aftemate address where

~you are ahle tp recelve mall and service of process. The altemate

addraasmﬁ‘lbediaphyodonmcard

"AWme&WMMmlmmm
estabiish a living will/heelth care directive. An appiication for a
new card and a written stalement are required to laisr remove
the indicator. For more information about living wills/heaith care
d’mcﬂvs'a contact your doctor or seek Isgal advice.

mcbmrdeslgrmhnonalmorlnwrdmasm )

* You must pess 8 knowledge lest betore renewing & license with a
school bus or hazardous materials endorsement.

* Al appcations must be completed in black ink. Do not &ign unid
* directed fo do 50

A Ywmaignﬂlaapplicaﬂonhﬂiemmdmwmn
'auﬂmrizadmawaplmeapphaﬂonorhmammrypwicvaﬁly
your signature on the application.

B. If you are applying for a permit or driver's license and are under

- 18 years of age, your application must be apprived by a'legal
guardian or by a parent with whom you live. The person who
approves the license application must also certify that the
supervised driving requirements have been met. Unless the
paruﬁorbgalguazdlanﬁgulnﬁwprmmedapm
amhorlzadtnacceptappliceﬂona the signature must be
notarized. -

*  MOTORCYCLE-SAFETY FUND: $11 of the inftial motorcycie
endorsement fee and $7-of the motorcycle endorsement renewal fee
Is dedicated to the Motorcycle Safety Fund.

« A $30 fee Is asseesed for dishonored checks (M.S. 5504113, '
Subd. 2).

_NOTICE TO VOTER REGISTRANTS . |
mﬂh&m&idwﬂonhwmﬁﬂmwhﬂcﬁmmdm;d

" Information submitied for voter registration. Any Information

obtained from the voist registration system maintained by the
mammuumommmmww
pofiical activifies, or law enforcement Information

'mumwmummmwmwwm

purposes will not be disclosed In any other manner.

6@\"

PLEASE FILL IN APPROPRIATE BOXES
ON THE OTHER SIDE

LE\'

rémove the designation. For more information about donation,
wml.ﬂeSowoa:H-&&B-B—DONATE.

DO NOT SIGN UNTIL DIRECTED TO DO SO
oo |
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Tennessen Waming
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

MINNESOTA DRIVER'S LICENSENDENTIRCATION CARD APPLICATION

IMPORTANT: READ THIS NOTICE BEFORE YOU
COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

NOTICE

Why are you being asked to shame this information and how will it be used?

The Department of Public Satety (DPS) will use tha information to identify you s a

persan, to idertify your driving record, 1 determine your eligibiifty for a driver's permit,

icense or identification card, prevent fraud, ko access your record for any future service
. transactions and/or inquiries, and to comply with state and federal laws, .

Siste and federal laws-require cotiection of this information.

Minnesota Statutes §§ 171.06, 221.031, and 2210314, and federal motor carrier safety
regulations (49 C.F.R. §§ 383.71 and 383.153) requirs coliection of this information.

Consaquences of supplying or refusing o supply requesied information.

H you supply the requested information, DPS will be able to determine whether to Issue
you & driver's.permii, licenss, or identification card. The information may be used by
ather states to maks decisions about whether to issue you e driver ficense, permit, or
ldentification card. The requested Information may also be usad by insurance providars
to determine eligibtiity for automobile insurance coverage.

If you don't provide the information requested, DPS cannot issus you a driver's permil,
license, or identification card, and your exisling driving privileges, if any, may be
affected. .

Mﬁhmﬂnhdimﬂﬂ-ﬁmmmmm?

DPS relaases this information to local, staie, and federal government agencles-only as
WMWWWMWMW.WMMMMMW@

shared with the foflowing:

Social Security Administration MN Department of Commerce
Selactive Service Syslem- MN Aftomey Generel's Office
Federal Department of Labor MN Office of the Secretary of State
MN Department of Humen Services  MN Department of Natural Resources
MN Department of Revenue

In atidition, your pereonal information may be disciosed as autherized by United States
Code, title 18, section 2721.

A note sbout your Soclal Security number.

You must provide your Social Security number according to M.S. § 171.08 and the
Soclal Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 686(a) (13). Your Social Security number s also
required fo-determine your eligibility for a commarcial driver's license under federal
motor carrier satety regulations, 40 C.F.R. § 383.153. & Is used to administer child

orCemant DncIam IS AlsD

your banﬂry residential ddrm " SochlSnwrny

Admmin at tha Minnesota Department of Revenue, the Intemal Revenue Servics,
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; end the Minnesota Department of Human
Services.

Permissible Uses of Motor Vehicle Data as provided:

United States Code, title 18, section 2721 9
For use by any government agency, including any courl of law

agency, in carrying out its functions, or any privats person or entity acting
behalf of a federal, state, or local agency in camying out ks functions. :
Famhmmﬁmmmmmmmmmmrmuﬂ.m'
motor vehicle emissions; motor vehicle product atierations, recalls, or 5
parformance montioring of motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts, and dealers
motor vehicle merket research activities, including survey resasrch; and fer] .
of non-owner records from the original owner records of motor vehicle. |
For use in the normal cowrse of business by a legitimate business or its
empioyees, or contraciors, but only: ‘

{A) to verify the accuracy of personal irformation submitted by the Individ
the business or its agencles, employees, or contractors; and :
(B) H such information as so submitied is not corect or is no longer
Mwmim,mmwmmdmmmw.
pursuing lagal remedies agalnst, or recovering on a debt or sacurfly i
againat, the Individual, . . ’ . s
For use In connection with any civil, criminal, administrative, or arbitral

in any federal, stais, or local court or agency or before any seff-reguiaiory
including the service of process, investigation in anticipation of fitigation,
execution or enforcement of judgments and orders, or pursuant L an
federal, state, of local coutt. [
For use in research activities, and for use in producing statigtical reports,
as the psrsonal information Is not published, re-disciossd, ot used to

For use by any insurer or Insurance support organizetion, ar by & sel-insu
entity, or iis agents, employses, or contractors, in connection with claims |
tnvestigation activitios, antifraud activities, rating, or underwriting. i
For use In providing notice 1o the owners of towed or impounded vehicles, |
For use by any licansed private investigative agency or icensed secuiity s,
for any purpose permitied under this subsection. ;
For use by an employer or ks agent or insurer to obtain or verify information °
relating to a holder of & commercial driver’s license thet is required under th
Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act, 49 U.S.C. §§ 31301-17. .
Fummmmmummmwmmmm
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obtained the'express consent of the person to whom such personal idorma
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mewmymm.ﬂmwdemnmm
mitten. oo ol ihe indiig : e a0 Dariains.
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DDP QUESTIONAIRRE

Participants Name: File Number:

Participants Address:

Instructor's Name:

Date of Class:

1. What have you found the most helpful from the Driving Diversion Program?

2. What have you found the least helpful from the Driving Diversion Program?

3. Why did you decide to do something now?

4. What did you find most helpful in the class?

5. What did you find least helpful in the class?

9. Other comments or suggestions?

a
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Sec. 4. LICENSE REINSTATEMENT DIVERSION PILOT PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. An eligible city or county may establish a license
reinstatement diversion pilot program for holders of class D drivers' licenses who have been
charged with violating Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 1 or 2, but have not
yet entered a plea in the proceedings. An individual charged with driving after revocation
under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 2, is eligible for diversion only if
the revocation was due to a violation of Minnesota Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797;
169A.52; 169A.54; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6). An individual
who is a holder of a commercial driver's license or who has committed an offense in a
commercial motor vehicle is ineligible for participation in the diversion pilot program.

Subd. 2. Eligible cities. Each of the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, South St. Paul,

West St. Paul, and Inver Grove Heights is eligible to establish the license reinstatement
diversion pilot program within its city. The commissioner of public safety may permit
other cities or counties to establish license reinstatement diversion pilot programs within
their jurisdiction eities.

Subd. 3. Contract. Notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary, an eligible city
or county may contract with a third party to create and administer the diversion program.

Subd. 4. Diversion of individual. A prosecutor for a participating city or county may
determine whether to accept an individual for diversion, and in doing so shall consider:
(1) whether the individual has a record of driving without a valid license or other
criminal record, or has previously participated in a diversion program;

(2) the strength of the evidence against the individual, along with any mitigating
factors; and

(3) the apparent ability and willingness of the individual to participate in the
diversion program and comply with its requirements.

Subd. 5. Diversion driver's license. (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary,
the commissioner of public safety may issue a diversion driver's license to a person who
is a participant in a pilot program for diversion, following receipt of an application and
payment of:

(1) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.20, subdivision 4, by

a participant whose driver's license has been suspended;

(2) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2,
paragraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6); or
(3) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2,
paragraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
Statutes, section 169A.52 or 169A.54. The reinstatement fee and surcharge, both of which
are provided under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), also
must be paid during the course of, and as a condition of, the diversion program.

The diversion driver's license may bear restrictions imposed by the commissioner suitable
to the licensee's driving ability or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the
commissioner may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor
vehicle by the licensee.

(b) Payments by participants in the diversion program of the reinstatement fee and
surcharge under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), must be



applied first toward payment of the reinstatement fee, and after the reinstatement fee has
been fully paid, toward payment of the surcharge. Each payment that is applied toward

the reinstatement fee must be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29,
subdivision 2, paragraph (b), and each payment that is applied toward the surcharge must
be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraphs
(c) and (d). After the reinstatement fee and surcharge are satisfied, the participant must pay
the program participation fee.

Subd. 6. Components of program. (a) At a minimum, the diversion program
must require individuals to:

(1) successfully attend and complete, at the individual's expense, educational classes
that provide, among other things, information on drivers' licensure;

(2) pay, according to a schedule approved by the prosecutor, all required fees,

fines, and charges affecting the individual’s driver’s license status, including applicable
statutory license reinstatement fees and costs of participation in the program;

(3) comply with all traffic laws; and

(4) demonstrate compliance with vehicle insurance requirements.

(b) An individual who is accepted into the pilot program is eligible to apply for a
diversion driver's license.

Subd. 7. Termination of participation in diversion program. (a) An individual's
participation in the diversion program may terminate when:

(1) during participation in the program, the individual is guilty of a moving traffic
violation or failure to provide vehicle insurance;

(2) the third-party administrator of the diversion program informs the court and the
commissioner of public safety that the individual is no longer satisfying the conditions
of the diversion; or

(3) the third-party administrator informs the court, the prosecutor, and the
commissioner of public safety that the individual has met all conditions of the diversion
program, including, at a minimum, satisfactory fulfillment of the components in
subdivision 6, whereupon the court shall dismiss the charge or the prosecutor shall decline
to prosecute.

(b) Upon termination of an individual's participation in the diversion program, the
commissioner shall cancel the individual's diversion driver's license.

(c) The original charge against the individual of violation of Minnesota Statutes,
section 171.24, may be reinstated against an individual whose participation in the
diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2).

(d) The commissioner shall reinstate the driver's license of an individual whose
participation in the diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (3).

Subd. 8. Report. (a) By February 1, 2013264}, the commissioner of public safety and
each eligible city and county that participates in the diversion program shall report to the
legislative committees with jurisdiction over transportation and the judiciary concerning the
results of the program. The report must be made electronically and available in print only
upon request. The report must include, without limitation, the effect of the program on:
(1) recidivism rates for participants in the diversion pilot program;




(2)E3) payment of the fees and fines collected in the diversion pilot program to cities,
counties, and the state;

(3)t4) educational support provided to participants in the diversion pilot program; and
(4)65} the total number of participants in the diversion pilot program and the number of
participants who have terminated from the pilot program under subdivision 7, paragraph
(a), clauses (1) to (3).

(b) The report must include recommendations regarding the future of the program

and any necessary legislative changes.

Subd. 9. Sunset. A city participating in this pilot program may accept an individual for
diversion into the pilot program until June 30, 2013264+ The third party administering the
diversion program may collect and disburse fees collected pursuant to subdivision 6,

paragraph (a), clause (2), through December 31, 20142642, at which time the pilot program
under this section expires.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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February 1, 2011

The Honorable Joe Gimse
Minnesota Senate
Transportation Budget and Policy Committee

The Honorable Warren Limmer
Minnesota Senate

Judiciary and Public Safety Budget
and Policy Committee

Dear Colleagues:

The Honorable Tony Cornish

Minnesota House of Representatives
Public Safety and Crime Prevention Policy
and Finance Committee

The Honorable Steve Smith
Minnesota House of Representatives
Judiciary Policy and Finance Committee

The Honorable Mike Beard
Minnesota House of Representatives
Transportation Policy and Finance
Committee

As directed by Minnesota session laws 2009, Chapter 59, Article 3, Section 4, the Commissioner
of Public Safety in collaboration with the cities of St. Paul, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Duluth,
and Inver Grove Heights would like to take this opportunity to report on the Diversion Program.

The Department of Public Safety takes our responsibility very seriously and considers this new
program another tool in the promotion and support of activities that promote and support
prevention, education and enforcement in order to protect the public’s safety. Administered
through Driver and Vehicle Services (DVS), the program is helping to improve the safety of the
motoring public by providing an opportunity for problem drivers to legally drive and carry
insurance. While the reinstatement fees recouped by the state are measurable, the more compelling
impact is on individual drivers who can regain valid driving privileges and become positive,

contributing members of society.

Continuation of the program within established parameters is a DVS goal. We welcome your
comments and questions. If you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me or
Patricia McCormack, Director of Driver and Vehicle Services at 651-201-7580.

Sincerely,
Mary Ellison, Acting Commissioner

e Legislative Reference Library

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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February 1, 2011

Senator Joe Gimse

Senate Transportation Budget and Policy Committee
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

State Office Building, Room 105

St Paul, MN 55155-1206

RE: Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Dear Senator Gimse:

As the city attorneys for the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, West St. Paul, and
South St. Paul, we write this letter in support of the Driving Diversion Program (DDP) which
was authorized by the Legislature and Governor during the 2009 Legislative Session (See
Minnesota Session Laws 2009, Chapter 59, Article 3, Section 4 (License Reinstatement
Diversion Pilot Program) (effective date July 1, 2009)".

Since July 2009, our cities have collaborated with Diversion Solutions, LLC to develop and
administer the DDP 1o assist those individuals who chronically drive with a revoked or a
suspended driver’s license. The DDP has assisted individuals who have been charged with
driving after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status by
complying with the following requirements:

1)  Establishing and adhering to a supervised payment plan for outstanding fees and
fines affecting the participant’s driver’s license status;

2)  Attending a mandatory four hour financial management and life skills course;

3)  Maintaining valid vehicle insurance; and

4)  Obtaining a temporary diversion license.’

This program increases public safety and promotes efficiency within the stare’s judicial system.
For the reasons set forth below, we hope that you will support proposed legislation to extend the

DDP?. With approximately 1,781 participants, the obvious benefits of this program have been:

° Increasing the number of validly licensed and insured drivers on Minnesota roads;

1 Please see attached 2009 Session Law.

* For further explanation of the DDP, see attached article “The Driving Diversion Program: Wha! Is It?" The Traffic
Report, A Publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association, Vol. 1, Issue 1, at 1, 3 July-September 2009.
7 Attached is a draft of the proposed legislation which will be introduced during the 87" Legislature.



Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Page 2

°  Reducing the number of DAS/DAR cases in the state’s judicial system; and
° Receiving outstanding fines and fees that otherwise would remain unpaid.

The DDP is also responsible for unanticipated ripple effects in some of the following areas:

Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
Disposition of dormant DAS/DAR citations;
Satisfaction of judgments”; and

Payment of child support arrears”.

We respectfully request your support with respect to this legislation. If you have any questions
about this pregram or would like additional information, please contact any of the undersigned.

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

Gunnar Jo Sara Grewing

Duluth St. Paul City Attorney
gjohnsorf{iduluthmn.gov sara.grewing(@ci.stpaul.mn.us
Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

Ty ik " /)

[ tm k. )@\ﬂ?\ /4%‘ %//

Timothy J. Kuntz Korine L. Land
Inver Grove Heights City Attorney West St. Paul City Attorney
tkuntz/@levander.com South St. Paul City Attorney

kiand/@levander.com

Enclosures

i Scott Adkisson, President, Diversion Solutions, LLC

4 An individual 1s ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects their driver's license status
5 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when child support arrears affect their driver’s license status.



February 1, 2011

Representative Tony Cornish

House Public Safety and Crime Prevention Policy and Finance Committee
281 State Office Building

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155

RE: Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Dear Representative Cornish:

As the city attorneys for the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, West St. Paul, and
South St. Paul, we write this letter in support of the Driving Diversion Program (DDP) which
was authorized by the Legislature and Governor during the 2009 Legislative Session (See
Minnesota Session Laws 2009, Chapter 59, Article 3, Section 4 (License Reinstatement
Diversion Pilot Program) (effective date July 1, 2009)".

Since July 2009, our cities have collaborated with Diversion Solutions, LLC to develop and
administer the DDP to assist those individuals who chronically drive with a revoked or a
suspended driver’s license. The DDP has assisted individuals who have been charged with
driving after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status by
complying with the following requirements:

1)  Establishing and adhering to a supervised payment plan for outstanding fees and
fines affecting the participant’s driver’s license status;

2)  Attending a mandatory four hour financial management and life skills course;

3)  Maintaining valid vehicle insurance; and

4)  Obtaining a temporary diversion license.”

This program increases public safety and promotes efficiency within the state’s judicial system.
For the reasons set forth below, we hope that you will support proposed legislation to extend the
DDP'. With approximately 1,781 participants, the obvious benefits of this program have been:

° Increasing the number of validly licensed and insured drivers on Minnesota roads;

! Please see attached 2009 Session Law.

* For further explanation of the DDP, see attached article “The Driving Diversion Program. What s 1t? * The Traffic
Report, A Publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association, Vol. 1, Issue |, at 1, 3 July-September 2009.
3 Attached is a draft of the proposed legislation which will be introduced during the 87" Legislature.
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. Reducing the number of DAS/DAR cases in the state’s judicial system; and
e  Receiving outstanding fines and fees that otherwise would remain unpaid.

The DDP is also responsible for unanticipated ripple effects in some of the following areas:

° Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
*  Disposition of dormant DAS/DAR citations;
e  Satisfaction of judgments®; and

° Payment of child support arrears’.

We respectfully request your support with respect to this legislation. If you have any questions
about this program or would like additional information, please contact any of the undersigned.

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

Sara Grewing
St. Paul City Attorney

gjohnson(@dul Llll‘lITll:LE.OV sara.grewing(@ci.stpaul.mn.us
Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

IS EN e Voo 5l
Timothy J. Kuntz Korine L. Land
Inver Grove Heights City Attorney West St. Paul City Attorney
tkuntz{@levander.com South St. Paul City Attorney

kland@levander.com

Enclosures

i Scott Adkisson, President, Diversion Solutions, LLC

4 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects their driver’s license status
5 An individual 18 ineligible for the DDP when child support arrears affect their driver's license status.



February 1, 2011

Representative Steve Smith

House Judiciary Policy and Finance Committee
271 State Office Building

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Bivd.
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155

RE: Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Dear Representative Smith:

As the city attorneys for the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, West St. Paul, and
South St. Paul, we write this letter in support of the Driving Diversion Program (DDP) which
was authorized by the Legislature and Governor during the 2009 Legislative Session (See
Minnesota Session Laws 2009, Chapter 59, Article 3, Section 4 (License Reinstatement
Diversion Pilot Program) (effective date July 1, 2009)'.

Since July 2009, our cities have collaborated with Diversion Solutions. LLC to develop and
administer the DDP to assist those individuals who chronically drive with a revoked or a
suspended driver’s license. The DDP has assisted individuals who have been charged with
driving after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status by
complying with the following requirements:

1) Establishing and adhering to a supervised payment plan for outstanding fees and
fines affecting the participant’s driver’s license status;

2)  Attending a mandatory four hour financial management and life skills course;

3)  Maintaining valid vehicle insurance; and

4)  QObtaining a temporary diversion license.”

This program increases public safety and promotes efficiency within the state’s judicial system.
For the reasons set forth below, we hope that you will support proposed legislation to extend the
DDP’. With approximately 1,781 participants, the obvious benefits of this program have been:

e  Increasing the number of validly licensed and insured drivers on Minnesota roads;

! Please see attached 2009 Session Law.

? For further explanaticn of the DDP, see attached article "The Driving Diversion Program: Whar Is i1” " The Traffic
Report, A Publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association, Vol. 1, Issue |, at 1, 3 July-September 2009
' Attached is a draft of the proposed legislation which will be introduced during the 87" Legislature.
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° Reducing the number of DAS/DAR cases in the state’s judicial system; and
. Receiving outstanding fines and fees that otherwise would remain unpaid.

The DDP is also responsible for unanticipated ripple effects in some of the following areas:

° Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
° Disposition of dormant DAS/DAR citations;
o Satisfaction of judgments®; and

g Payment of child support arrears”.

We respectfully request your support with respect to this legislation. If you have any questions
about this program or would like additional information, please contact any of the undersigned.

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

Sara Grewing

Daluth Aftorney St. Paul City Attorney
gjohnsonZiduluthmn.gov sara.grewing(eei.stpaul.mn.us
Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

S P N Vounirod
Timothy J. Kuntz Korine L. Land
Inver Grove Heights City Attorney West St. Paul City Attorney
tkuntz(@levander.com South St. Paul City Attorney

kland/@levander.com

Enclosures

c: Scott Adkisson. President, Diversion Solutions, L1L.C

4 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects their driver’s license status,
5 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when child support arrears affect their driver's license status.



February 1, 2011

Representative Mike Beard

House Transportation Policy and Finance Committee
207 State Office Building

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155

RE: Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Dear Representative Beard:

As the city attorneys for the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, West St. Paul. and
South St. Paul, we write this letter in support of the Driving Diversion Program (DDDP) which
was authorized by the Legislature and Governor during the 2009 Legislative Session (See
Minnesota Session Laws 2009, Chapter 59, Article 3. Section 4 (License Reinstatement
Diversion Pilot Program) (effective date July 1. 2009)’.

Since July 2009, our cities have collaborated with Diversion Solutions, LLC to develop and
admunister the DDP to assist those individuals who chronically drive with a revoked or a
suspended driver’s license. The DDP has assisted individuals who have been charged with
driving after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status by
cemplying with the following requirements:

1) Establishing and adhering to a supervised payment plan for outstanding fees and
fines affecting the participant’s driver’s license status;

2)  Attending a mandatory four hour financial management and life skills course;

3)  Maintaining valid vehicle insurance; and

4)  Obtaining a temporary diversion license.’

This program increases public safety and promotes efficiency within the state’s judicial system.
For the reasons set forth below. we hope that you will support proposed legislation to extend the

DDP’. With approximately 1.781 participants, the obvious benefits of this program have been:

° Increasing the number of validly licensed and insured drivers on Minnesota roads;

' Please see attached 2009 Session Law.

* For further explanation of the DDP, see attached article “The Driving Diversion Program: Whart s 117" The Traffic
Report. A Publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association, Vol. I, !ssue 1, at 1, 3 July -September 2009
“Attached is a draft of the proposed legislation which will be introduced during the 87" Legislature
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o Reducing the number of DAS/DAR cases in the state’s judicial system; and
° Receiving outstanding fines and fees that otherwise would remain unpaid.

The DDP is also responsible for unanticipated ripple effects in some of the following areas:
o Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
° Disposition of dormant DAS/DAR citations;

° Satisfaction of judgments’; and )
e  Payment of child support arrears’.

We iespectfully request your support with respect to this legislation. If you have any questions
about this program or would like additional information, please contact any of the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

Gunnar J Sara Grewing
Duluth Attorney St. Paul City Attorney
giohnsonieduluthinn. gov sara.grewing(@ci,stpaul.mn.us

Very truly yours,

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,
_._.-'""'-.-____-‘\ =
//ﬁr @%WW /ﬂ 'é%‘%
Timothy J. Kuntz Korine L. Land
Inver Grove Heights City Atlorney West St. Paul City Attorney
tkuntz(@levander.com South St. Paul City Attorney

kland{@levander.com

Enclosures

c: Scott Adkisson, President, Diversion Solutions, LLC

4 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects their driver’s license status.
5 An individual is in¢ligible for the DDP when child support arrears aftzct their driver's license status.



February 1, 2011

Senator Warren Limmer

Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Budget and Policy Committee
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

State Office Building, Room 141

St. Paul, MN 55155-1206

RE: Driving Diversion Program Legislation
Dear Scnator Limmer:

As the city attorneys for the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, West St. Paul, and
South St. Paul, we write this letter in support of the Driving Diversion Program (IDDP) which
was authorized by the Legislature and Governor during the 2009 Legislative Session (See
Minnesota Sessior. Laws 2009. Chapter 59, Article 3, Section 4 (License Reinstatement
Diversion Pilot Program) (effective date July 1, 2009)".

Sirce July 2009, our cities have collaborated with Diversion Solutiors, LLC o develop and
administer the DDP to essist those individuals who chronically drive with a revoked or a
suspended driver’s license. The DDP has assisted individuals whe have been charged with
driving after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status by
complying with the following requirements:

1) Establishing and adhering to a supervised payment plan for outstanding fees and
fines affecting the participant’s driver’s license status;

2)  Attending a mandatory four hour financial management and life skills course;

3)  Maintaining valid vehicle insurance; and

4)  Obtaining a temporary diversion license.”

This program increases public safety and promores efficiency within the state’s judicial system.
For the reasons set forth below, we hope that you will support proposed legislation to extend the
DDP?. With approx:mately 1,781 participants, the obvious benefits of this program have been:

° Increasing the number of validly licensed and insured drivers on Minnesota roads;

! Please see adached 2909 Session Law.

" For further explanaticn of the DDP, see attached article “7he Dr iving Diversion Program: What Is /17" The ‘|raitic

churt A Publication ol the Munnesota County Attorneys Association, Vol. T, lssue 1, at I, 3 Julv-Septenber 2009.
"Atactied is a drait of the propusad legislation which will be introduced during the 87" Leglb}a-u'e
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° Reducing the number of DAS/DAR cases in the state’s judicial system; and
e  Receiving outstanding fines and fees that otherwise would remain unpaid.

The DDP is also responsible for unanticipated ripple effects in some of the following areas:

e  Voluntary clearance of active arrest warrants;
o Dispesition of dormant DAS/DAR citations:
o  Satisfaction of judgments’; and

e  Payment of child support arrears’,

We respectfully request your support with respect to this legislation, If you have any questions
about this program or would l:ke additional information, please contact any of the undersigned.

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,

Gunnar JoHyison Sara Grewing

Duluth » Attorney St. Paul City Attorney

gjohnson{uduluthmn.gov sara.grewing(@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Very truly yours, Very truly yours,
T e e /ﬁw%j

Timothy J. Kuntz ' Korine L. Land

Inver Grove Heights City Attorney West St. Paul City Attomey

tkuntz@levander.com South St. Paul City Attorney

kland@]levander.com
Enclosures

(68 Scott Adkisson, President, Diversion Solutions, LLC

4 an individual is ineligible for the DDP when a judgment affects their driver’s license status.
5 An individual is ineligible for the DDP when child support arrears affect their driver’s license status,



Sec. 4. LICENSE REINSTATEMENT DIVERSION PILOT PROGRAM.
11.12  Subdivision 1. Establishment. An eligible city may establish a license reinstatement
11.22diversion pilot program for holders of class D drivers' licenses who have been charged
11.123with violatine Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24. subdivision 1 or 2. but have not yet
12.14entered a plea in the proceedings. An individual charged with driving after revocation
11 1sunder Minnesota Statutes. section 171.24. subdivision 2. is eligible for diversion only if
11.18the revocation was due to a violation of Minnesota Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797;
11.17169A.52: 169A.54: or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a). clause (6). An individual
11.18who is a holder of a commercial driver's license or who has committed an offense in a
11.1scommercial motor vehicle is ineligible for participation in the diversion pilot program.
11.20 Subd. 2. Eligible cities. Each of the cities of Duluth, St. Paul. South St. Paul,
11.22West St. Paul. and Inver Grove Heights is eligible to establish the license reinstatement
11. 2zdiversion pilot program within its city. The commissioner of public safety may permit
11.230ther cities to establish license reinstatement diversion pilot programs within their cities.
11.2¢4 Subd. 3. Contract. Notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary. an
11.2selipible city may contract with a third party to create and administer the diversion program.

11.26 Subd. 4. Diversion of individual. A prosecutor for a participating city may

11 27determine whether to accept an individual for diversion, and in doing so shall consider:
12.28(1) whether the individual has a record of driving without a valid license or other
11.29criminal record. or has previously participated in a diversion program;

12.30(2) the strength of the evidence against the individual. along with any mitipating
11.3zxfactors; and

11.32(3) the apparent ability and willingness of the individual to participate in the
11.33diversion program and comply with its requirements.

11.3¢  Subd. 5. Diversion driver's license. (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary.

11. 35the commissioner of public safety may issue a diversion driver's license to a person who
12.1is a participant in a pilot program for diversion. following receipt of an application and
12.zpayment of:

12.3(1) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes. section 171.20. subdivision 4. by
12.4a participant whose driver's license has been suspended;

12.5(2) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes. section 171.29, subdivision 2.
12.gparagraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
12.7Statutes. section 169.791: 169.797; or 171.17. subdivision 1. paragraph (a). clause (6); or
12.8(3) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes. section 171.29. subdivision 2.
12.9paragraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
12, 10Statutes. section 169A.52 or 169A.54. The reinstatement fee and surcharge. both of which
12.12are provided under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29. subdivision 2. paragraph (b). also
12.12must be paid during the course of. and as a condition of. the diversion program.

12.135The diversion driver's license may bear restrictions imposed by the commissioner suitable
121410 the licensee's driving ability or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the
12.15commissioner may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor
12.16vehicle by the licensee.




12.17(b) Payments by participants in the diversion program of the reinstatement {ec and
12 18surcharge under Minnesota Statutes. section 171.29, subdivision 2. paragraph (b), must be
12.19applied first toward payment of the reinstatement fee. and afier the reinstatement fee has
12.20been fully paid. toward payment of the surcharge. Each payment that is applied toward
" 12.2athe reinstatement fee must be credited as provided in Minnesota Statules, section 171.29,
12 22subdivision 2, paragraph (b). and each payment thal is applied toward the surcharge must
12.23be crediled as provided in Minnesota Statutes. section 171.29. subdivision 2, paragraphs
12.24(c) and (d).
13.25 Subd. 6. Componenis of program. (a) Ata minimum, the diversion program
12.26must require individuals to:
12.27(1) successfully atlend and complete. at the individual's expense. educational classes
12. 2sthal provide. among other things. information on drivers' licensure:
12.29(2) pay, according to a schedule approved by the prosecutor, all required fees,
12.30fines. and charges. including applicable slatutory license reinstatement [ees and costs
123100 participation in the program;
12.32(3) comply with all traffic laws: and
12.33(4) demonstrate compliance with vehicle insurance requirements.
12.33(b) An individual who is accepted into the pilot program is eligible to apply for a
12.3sdiversion driver's license.
13.1  Subd. 7. Termination of participation in diversion program. (a) An individual's
13.2participation in the diversion program may terminate when:
13.3(1) during participation in the program. the individual is guilty of a moving traffic
;3. sviolation or failure to provide vehicle insurance;
13.5(2) the third-party administrator of the diversion program informs the court and the
13.scommissioner of public safety that the individual is no longer satisfying the conditions
13.70f the diversion: or
13.8(3) the third-party administrator informs the court, the prosecutor, and the
13.scommissioner of public safety that the individual has met all conditions of the diversion
13.10program. including, at a minimum, satisfactory fulfillment of the components in
13 115ubdivision 6. whereupon the court shall dismiss the charge or the prosecutor shall decline
13.1210 prosecute. i
13.13(b) Upon lermination of an individual's participation in the diversion program, the
13 1scommissioner shall cancel the individual's diversion driver's license.
13.15(c) The original charge agains! the individual of violation of Minnesota Statutes,
13.16section 171.24. may be reinstated against an individual whose participation in the
;1. 17diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2).
13.128(d) The commissioner shall reinstate the driver's license of an individual whose
13.19participation in the diversion program terminates under paragraph (a). clause (3).
13.20 Subd. 8. Report. (a) By February 1, 2011, the commissioner of public safety and
13. 21each eligible city that participates in the diversion program shall report to the legislative
13. 22commiltees with jurisdiction over transportation and the indiciary concerning the results
13.230f the program. The report must be made electronically and available in print only upon
13. 2arequest. The report must include, without limitation, the effect of the program on:
13.25(1) recidivism rates for participants in the diversion pilot program;
13.26(2) the number of unlicensed drivers who continue to drive in viclation of Minnesola
13.27Statutes. section 171.24;




13
13

13
13

13
13
13

_28(3) payment of the fees and fines collected in the diversion pilot program to cities.
.zscounties. and the state;
i13.

10(4) educational support provided to participants in the diversion pilot program: and

.31(5) the total number of participants in the diversion pilot program and the number ol
_32participants who have terminated from the pilot program under subdivision 7. paragraph
13.

33(a). clauses (1) to (3).

3¢ (b) The report must include recommendations regarding the future of the program
.3sand any necessary legislative changes.

36 Subd. 9. Sunset. The pilot project under this section expires June 30, 2011.

14,

JEFFECTIVE DATE.This section is effective July 1, 2009.




Sec. 4. LICENSE REINSTATEMENT DIVERSION PILOT PROGRAM.

Subd. 1. Establishment. An eligible city or county may establish a license reinstatement
diversion pilot program for holders of class D drivers' licenses who have been charged with
violating Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 1 or 2, but have not yet entered a
plea in the proceedings. An individual charged with driving after revocation
under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.24, subdivision 2, is eligible for diversion only if
the revocation was due to a violation of Minnesota Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797;
169A.52; 169A.54; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6). An individual
who is a holder of a commercial driver's license or who has committed an offense in a
commercial motor vehicle is ineligible for participation in the diversion pilot program.

Subd. 2. Eligible cities. Each of the cities of Duluth, St. Paul, South St. Paul,

West St. Paul, and Inver Grove Heights is eligible to establish the license reinstatement
diversion pilot program within its city. The commissioner of public safety may permit
other cities or counties to establish license reinstatement diversion pilot programs within
their jurisdiction eities.

Subd. 3. Contract. Notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the contrary, an eligible city
or county may contract with a third party to create and administer the diversion program.

Subd. 4. Diversion of individual. A prosecutor for a participating city or county may
determine whether to accept an individual for diversion, and in doing so shall consider:
(1) whether the individual has a record of driving without a valid license or other
criminal record, or has previously participated in a diversion program;

(2) the strength of the evidence against the individual, along with any mitigating
factors; and

(3) the apparent ability and willingness of the individual to participate in the
diversion program and comply with its requirements.

Subd. 5. Diversion driver's license. (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary,
the commissioner of public safety may issue a diversion driver's license to a person who
1s a participant in a pilot program for diversion, following receipt of an application and
payment of:

(1) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.20, subdivision 4, by

a participant whose driver's license has been suspended;

(2) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2,
paragraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
Statutes, section 169.791; 169.797; or 171.17, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (6); or
(3) the reinstatement fee under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2,
paragraph (a), by a participant whose driver's license has been revoked under Minnesota
Statutes, section 169A.52 or 169A.54. The reinstatement fee and surcharge, both of which
are provided under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), also
must be paid during the course of, and as a condition of, the diversion program.

The diversion driver's license may bear restrictions imposed by the commissioner suitable
to the licensee's driving ability or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the
commissioner may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor
vehicle by the licensee.

(b) Payments by participants in the diversion program of the reinstatement fee and
surcharge under Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), must be



applied first toward payment of the reinstatement fee, and after the reinstatement fee has
been fully paid, toward payment of the surcharge. Each payment that is applied toward

the reinstatement fee must be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29,
subdivision 2, paragraph (b), and each payment that is applied toward the surcharge must
be credited as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraphs
(c) and (d). After the reinstatement fee and surcharge are satisfied, the participant must pay
the program participation fee.

Subd. 6. Components of program. (a) At a minimum, the diversion program
must require individuals to:

(1) successfully attend and complete, at the individual's expense, educational classes
that provide, among other things, information on drivers' licensure;

(2) pay, according to a schedule approved by the prosecutor, all required fees,

fines, and charges affecting the individual’s driver’s license status, including applicable
statutory license reinstatement fees and costs of participation in the program,;

(3) comply with all traffic laws; and

(4) demonstrate compliance with vehicle insurance requirements.

(b) An individual who is accepted into the pilot program is eligible to apply for a
diversion driver's license.

Subd. 7. Termination of participation in diversion program. (a) An individual's
participation in the diversion program may terminate when:

(1) during participation in the program, the individual is guilty of a moving traffic
violation or failure to provide vehicle insurance;

(2) the third-party administrator of the diversion program informs the court and the
commissioner of public safety that the individual is no longer satisfying the conditions
of the diversion; or

(3) the third-party administrator informs the court, the prosecutor, and the
commissioner of public safety that the individual has met all conditions of the diversion
program, including, at a minimum, satisfactory fulfillment of the components in
subdivision 6, whereupon the court shall dismiss the charge or the prosecutor shall decline
to prosecute. :

(b) Upon termination of an individual's participation in the diversion program, the
commissioner shall cancel the individual's diversion driver's license.

(c) The original charge against the individual of violation of Minnesota Statutes,
section 171.24, may be reinstated against an individual whose participation in the
diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2).

(d) The commissioner shall reinstate the driver's license of an individual whose
participation in the diversion program terminates under paragraph (a), clause (3).

Subd. 8. Report. (a) By February 1, 2013264}, the commissioner of public safety and
each eligible city and county that participates in the diversion program shall report to the
legislative committees with jurisdiction over transportation and the judiciary concerning the
results of the program. The report must be made electronically and available in print only
upon request. The report must include, without limitation, the effect of the program on:
(1) recidivism rates for participants in the diversion pilot program;
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(2)63) payment of the fees and fines collected in the diversion pilot program to cities,
counties, and the state;

(3)¢4) educational support provided to participants in the diversion pilot program; and
(4)65) the total number of participants in the diversion pilot program and the number of
participants who have terminated from the pilot program under subdivision 7, paragraph
(a), clauses (1) to (3).

(b) The report must include recommendations regarding the future of the program

and any necessary legislative changes.

Subd. 9. Sunset. A city participating in this pilot program may accept an individual for
diversion into the pilot program until June 30, 2013264+ The third party administering the
diversion program may collect and disburse fees collected pursuant to subdivision 6,
paragraph (a), clause (2), through December 31, 20142642, at which time the pilot program
under this section expires.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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You may (or may not) be familiar with the
recently created Driving Diversion Program
(DDP) that has been implemented in five
Minnesota cities. The idea behind the DDP
was developed by prosecutors from the cit-
ies of St. Paul, Duluth, West St. Paul,
South St. Paul and Inver Grove Heights.
The prosecutors from these cities recognized
that unlicensed drivers, and the traffic
crimes which they commit, make up a sig-
nificant portion of their caseloads and con-
sume considerable judicial resources. They
also realized that problems caused by
chronic driving offenders were not being
adequately addressed by the criminal jus-
tice system because all agencies were being
asked “to do more with less. Because they
believed that there had to be a better way
to resolve these cases, they worked with
several legislators to create a pilot diversion

On July 6, 2009, a teenager crashed his car

into a tree. By his own admission, he hit the
tree going the 30 mile per hour speed limit.
The amount of damage suggests the car was
going significantly faster. The two passen-
gers were severely injured and taken to the
hospital. They told the police that the
driver was inhaling Dust-Off while driving
and saw him pass out just before the crash.
One of the passengers tried to take control of
the vehicle, but did not have time. The po-
lice obtained a blood sample from the driver
and asked the BCA to test for the impairing

program to address those individuals who
continue to drive with a revoked or a sus-
pended driver’s license. As such, the idea
behind the DDP was conceived.

Early on, these prosecutors realized
that they could not undertake such a pro-
ject without the help of the State and/or an
outside agency to administer the program.
The group met with representatives from
the DPS - Driver and Vehicle Services Divi-
sion and gained their support for the pro-
ject. Simultaneously, the group worked
with Financial Crimes Services, LLC (FCS)
to help develop and to administer the pro-
gram. In August 2009, after numerous
meetings and planning sessions, the DDP
officially launched.

(Continued On Page 3)

substance in Dust Off. The blood test was
positive.

The prosecutor reviewed the case and
charged the driver with two counts of
Criminal Vehicular Operation based upon
gross negligence.

You might be asking, “what about charges
of CVO and DWI based upon impairment of
a hazardous substance?” Was the case
charged properly? The prosecutor came
across a large hole in the DW1 statute.

(Continued On Page 4)
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How It Works

Working through FCS, the DDP seeks to assist individuals who have been charged with driv- Approximately 250
ing after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status through People Have

a supervised payment plan, a mandatory financial management and life skills course, and the
issuance of a temporary diversion license.

Enrolled in DDP

FCS and each participant create a monthly payment plan to pay off ALL existing unpaid
fines and reinstatement fees that are affecting his/her driver’s license status. Participants are

given a valid DDP driver’s license allowing them to legally drive while they are successfully
enrolled in the DDP

Failure to abide by the program’s conditions, including monthly payment plan payments,
valid insurance, and good driving conduct, will result in an immediate loss of the DDP license
and the person will revert back to their original suspension or revocation status and potential
prosecution on the original charge(s).

Who can participate?

The DDP was not created to be a “clean slate” program. Many drivers simply will not qual-
ify for the program. The DDP focuses on drivers with a suspended or a revoked driver’s li-
cense. A driver who is charged with DAS or DAR may be eligible to participate 1F:

1. The offense occurred in one of the five participating pilot cities;

2. The case is still “pending” (i.e. the driver has NOT yet paid the fine amount for
that citation and/or the offender has NOT yet pled guilty to that offense); and

3. The offender has a Class D driver’s license.

Ultimately, however, the prosecutor retains the discretion of whether an offender is admitted
to the program.

What is law enforcement’s role?

Officers who issue citations to drivers for DAS or DAR also provide the drivers with an or-
ange colored DDP card. The DDP card provides information about the program and in-
cludes the toll-free number of FCS.

What is the driver’s responsibility?

If the driver is interested in the DDP, the driver is responsible for contacting FCS within 72
hours of receipt of the citation and FCS determines initial eligibility If the driver chooses
NOT to contact FCS about the DDP, the citation proceeds through the criminal justice sys-
tem.

What happens if the driver fails to complete the DDP?

If a participant fails to comply with the program requirements, FCS notifies the prosecuting
attorney of the participant’s termination from the program. The prosecutor then has the

discretion to “re-charge” the initial offense(s) by formal complaint. “The DDP is an
Conclusion innovative solution
The DDP is an innovative solution to an age old problem: the chronic traffic offender who to an age old
drives without a valid license. The DDP addresses the chronic traffic offender’s major issue — problem

their financial inability to pay one large, lump sum to reinstate their driving privileges. We
understand that this program cannot and should not be able to help all unlicensed drivers.
However, the DDP can work for those people who want it. The pilot cities, along with the
commissioner of public safety, will report the results of the program to the legislature by
February 1, 2011. We look forward to sharing those results with you at that time.
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Diversion Solutions, LLC
406 Main Street

Suite 200

Red Wing, MN 55066

To:

Rep. Tony Cornish — House Public Safety and Crime Prevention Policy and Finance Committee
Rep. Steve Smith — House Judiciary Policy and Finance Committee

Rep. Mike Beard — House Transportation Policy and Finance Committee

Sen. Warren Limmer — Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Budget and Policy Committee

Sen. Joe Gimse — Senate Transportation Budget and Policy Committee

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share with you the history of Diversion
Solutions, LLC’s (“Diversion Solutions”) participation in the development and
implementation of the Driving Diversion Program (the “DDP”), which the Minnesota
Legislature and Governor Pawlenty authorized in 2009.

By way of background, Diversion Solutions was selected by the five pilot cities to be the
third party administrator of the DDP. In addition to the DDP, Diversion Solutions has
developed the following diversion programs in Minnesota:

1. Driving Diversion Program;

2. Property Crimes Diversion; and

3. Warrant Diversion, Sentence Monitoring and Responsible Neighbor
Diversion.

Our second operating entity, Financial Crimes Services, LLC developed and manages a
Check Diversion Program for over 140 city and county attorneys in Minnesota.

In 2008, the five pilot City Attorneys, led by then St. Paul City Attorney John Choi,
approached Diversion Solutions and asked to collaborate on the development of a
diversion program for Driving After Revocation (“DAR™) and Driving After Suspension
(“DAS™) cases, because these types of cases represented approximately 33 percent (33%)
of their court calendars and consumed increasingly scarce prosecution resources. Given
shrinking prosecution budgets, the city attorneys wanted to work with a third party
administrator who had experience in developing and operating diversion programs. The
pilot cities had enjoyed positive experiences working with Financial Crime Services,
LLC, for their respective Check Diversion Programs, so Diversion Solutions seemed to
be an ideal option for assistance with developing and administering the driving diversion
program.

One of the reasons Diversion Solutions excels at this work is because Diversion Solutions
supports a city with the entire program development and management at no cost to the
participating city. | understand this statement causes some surprise. Is there a company
that actually approaches the City, State or County with a concept and/or is willing to
support a concept and pilot cities without having to expend more money? The answer 1s
simple, YES; this is what we (Diversion Solutions) do! While it may sound too good to



Diversion Solutions, LLC
406 Main Street

Suite 200

Red Wing, MN 55066

be true, it is not. Diversion Solutions will develop and manage a diversion program at no
cost to a participating city.

As more fully described above, Diversion Solutions has been fully involved with the
DDP from its inception to the current day-to-day management and administration of the
program, working closely with the five pilot cities, the Department of Public Safety —
Driver and Vehicle Services, and most recently, State Court Administration and the
Department of Revenue.

The DDP’s success has exceeded Diversion Solutions’ projections. Diversion Solutions
looks forward to continuing the pilot program for another two (2) years to refine program
protocols. Diversion Solutions is proud that through the DDP, it has helped return
approximately $421,844.89 to the State of Minnesota, courts and cities that otherwise
might remain uncollected. Diversion Solutions is equally proud that its support of and
assistance to the DDP participants has enabled participants to drive legally and acquire
Jobs, which should create additional revenue for the state.

Diversion Solutions respectfully requests your support with respect to this legislation. If
you have any questions about this program or would like additional information, please
contact me,

Sincerely,

Scott Adkisson
President/CEO

Direct: (651) 388-1023
scott@DiversionSolutions.net
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
John J. Choi, City Attorney

CITY OF SAINT PAUL

Christopher B. Coleman, Mayor 400 Ciry Hall Telephone: 651-266-8710
15 West Kellogg Blvd. Facsimile: 651-298-5619
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

The Driving Diversion Program (DDP)
June 18, 2009

The Saint Paul City Attorney's Office is pleased to announce the creation of the Driving
Diversion Program ("DDP"), which was authorized by the 2009 Minnesota Legislature as a pilot
program and becomes effective July 1, 2009. The details of the DDP are currently being
developed with the Department of Public Safety and our partner pilot cities (Duluth, Inver Grove
Heights, South Saint Paul and West Saint Paul). Working through Financial Crimes Services,
LLC, the new pilot diversion program seeks to assist individuals who have been charged with
driving without a valid license to earn back their valid license status through a supervised
payment plan, a mandatory financial management and life skills course, and the issuance of a
temporary diversion license.

You MAY be eligible for the Driving Diversion Program (DDP) IF:

1. You have received a citation for Driving After Suspension (DAS) or Driving
After Revocation (DAR);

2. The offense took place in the City of St. Paul;

3 Your case is still “pending” (i.e. you have NOT yet paid the fine amount for that
citation and/or you have NOT yet pled guilty to that offense); and

4, You have a Class D driver’s license.

Individuals who hold a commercial driver’s license or who were driving a commercial vehicle at
the time of the offense are NOT eligible for this program.

If you think that you are eligible to participate in this program and would like more information,
please contact:

Before July 1, 2009: Assistant St. Paul City Attomey Jessica McConaughey at 651-266-8740.
After July 1,2009: Financial Crimes Services, LLC (FCS) at 1-866-518-2597.
When you contact us, please have the following information available:

1. Your full name and date of birth

2% Your citation number or court case number (MNCIS number)

3 The date of your offense.

More information about this program will be posted on this website as it becomes available.
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‘The Driving Diversion Program: What Is It?
| By: Jessica McConaughey, Assistant St. Paul City Attomey )

You may (or may not) be familiar with the
recently created Driving Diversion Program
(DDP) that has been implemented in five
Minnesota cities. The idea behind the DDP
was developed by prosecutors from the cit-
ies of St. Paul, Duluth, West St. Paul,
South St. Paul and Inver Grove Heights,
The prosecutors from these cities recognized
that unlicensed drivers, and the traffic
crimes which they commit, make up a sig-
nificant portion of their caseloads and con-
sume considerable judicial resources. They
also realized that problems caused by
chronic driving offenders were not being
adequately addressed by the criminal jus-
tice system because all agencies were being
asked “to do more with less. Because they
believed that there had to be a better way
to resolve these cases, they worked with
several legislators to create a pilot diversion

On July 6, 2009, a teenager crashed his car
into a tree. By his own admission, he hit the
tree going the 30 mile per hour speed limit.
The amount of damage suggests the car was
going significantly faster. The two passen-
gers were severely injured and taken to the
hospital. They told the police that the
driver was inhaling Dust-Off while driving
and saw him pass out just before the crash.
One of the passengers tried to take control of
the vehicle, but did not have time. The po-
lice obtained a blood sample from the driver
and asked the BCA to test for the impairing

A Publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association

program to address those individuals who
continue to drive with a revoked or a sus-
pended driver’s license. As such, the idea
behind the DDP was conceived.

Early on, these prosecutors realized
that they could not undertake such a pro-
ject without the help of the State and/or an
outside agency to administer the program.
The group met with representatives from
the DPS - Driver and Vehicle Services Divi-
sion and gained their support for the pro-
ject. Simultaneously, the group worked
with Financial Crimes Services, LLC (FCS)
to help develop and to administer the pro-
gram. In August 2009, after numerous
meetings and planning sessions, the DDP
officially launched.

(Continued On Page 3)

'Is Dust-Off A Hazardous Sul;;tcmce?

' By: Bill Lemons, Troffic Safety Resource Prosecutor

substance in Dust Off. The blood test was
positive.

The prosecutor reviewed the case and
charged the driver with two counts of
Criminal Vehicular Operation based upon
gross negligence.

You might be asking, “what about charges
of CVO and DWI based upon impairment of
a hazardous substance?” Was the case
charged properly? The prosecutor came
across a large hole in the DWI statute.

(Continued On Page 4)

! This newsletter is a publication of the Minnesota County Attorneys Association (MCAA). “The Traffic Report” encourages readers to share varying viewpoints ;
| on current topics of interest. The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not neceasa.‘ri]y those of the MCAA. Please send comments,
! suggestions, or articles to Bill Lemons at blemons@mcaa-mn.org.
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iDrivers Diversion Program - Continued From Page 1
How It Works

Working through FCS, the DDP seeks to assist individuals who have been charged with driv-
ing after suspension/revocation (DAS or DAR) to earn back their valid license status through

a supervised payment plan, a mandatory financial management and life skills course, and the
issuance of a temporary diversion license.

FCS and each participant create a monthly payment plan to pay off ALL existing unpaid
fines and reinstatement fees that are affecting his/her driver’s license status. Participants are
given a valid DDP driver’s license allowing them to legally drive while they are successfully
enrolled in the DDP

Failure to abide by the program’s conditions, including monthly payment plan payments,
valid insurance, and good driving conduct, will result in an immediate loss of the DDP license
and the person will revert back to their original suspension or revocation status and potential
prosecution on the original charge(s).

‘Who can participate?

The DDP was not created to be a “clean slate” program. Many drivers simply will not qual-
ify for the program. The DDP focuses on drivers with a suspended or a revoked driver’s li-
cense. A driver who is charged with DAS or DAR may be eligible to participate IF:

1. The offense occurred in one of the five participating pilot cities;

2. The case is still “pending” (i.e. the driver has NOT yet paid the fine amount for
that citation and/or the offender has NOT yet pled guilty to that offense); and

3. The offender has a Class D driver’s license,

Ultimately, however, the prosecutor retains the discretion of whether an offender is admitted
to the program,

‘What is law enforcement’s role?

Officers who issue citations to drivers for DAS or DAR also provide the drivers with an or-
ange colored DDP card. The DDP card provides information about the program and in-
cludes the toll-free number of FCS.

‘What is the driver’s responsibility?

If the driver is interested in the DDP, the driver is responsible for contacting FCS within 72
hours of receipt of the citation and FCS determines initial eligibility If the driver chooses
NOT to contact FCS about the DDP, the citation proceeds through the criminal justice sys-
tem.

What happens if the driver fails to complete the DDP?

If a participant fails to comply with the program requirements, FCS notifies the prosecuting
attorney of the participant’s termination from the program. The prosecutor then has the
discretion to “re-charge” the initial offense(s) by formal complaint.

Conclusion

The DDP is an innovative solution to an age old problem: the chronic traffic offender who
drives without a valid license. The DDP addresses the chronic traffic offender’s major issue ~
their financial inability to pay one large, lump sum to reinstate their driving privileges. We
understand that this program cannot and should not be able to help all unlicensed drivers.
However, the DDP can work for those people who want it. The pilot cities, along with the
commissioner of public safety, will report the results of the program to the legislature by
February 1, 2011. We look forward to sharing those results with you at that time.

Page 3

Approximately 250

People Have
Enrolled in DDP

The Commissioner of
Public Safety has
avthority to permit
other cities to
participate in DDP

Minnesota Session
Laws 2009, Chapter
59. Article 3. Section 4

For information about
the program, call DPS,
Driver and Vehicle
Services ak:
(651)297-2005

“The DDP is an

innovative solution

to an age old
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A carrot-and-stick approach to Services, a private company based in Red
helping suspended drivers Wing, and the state Department of Public
Safety (DPS). Participants, who will be chosen
by prosecutors, will receive a "diversion
license," similar in all respects to a regular
driver's license except to those behind the

St. Paul, Duluth and other cities will
test a new approach aimed at helping

motorists earn back their licenses. scenes. A bill approved by the Legislature
this spring allows the DPS to issue such a
By PAT PHEIFER, Star Tribune license. l.n th? past, a driver had to pay all
outstanding fines and fees up front before
Last update: June 15, 2009 - 11:27 PM they could get their license back.

The ideal candidates don't have a valid
driver's license -- and maybe haven't had
one for quite a while. But they still need to
drive to work, to the grocery store, to pick
up the kids at day care.

State records show that more than 14,000
Minnesotans have been ticketed at least five
times for driving without a valid driver's
license since January 1997. That includes
107 people who have been ticketed more

) than 20 times.
Every time they're stopped, they get another

driving-after-suspension citation, another
fine and another court fee. The fines and fees
can quickly add up to thousands of dollars.

Some of those individuals will be eligible for
the pilot program. Those with more serious
offenses on their record won't. Organizers
still have some details to work out, but Scott
Adkisson, president of Financial Crimes
Services, said he anticipates serving about
7,000 people in the first 18 months.

A pilot program set to begin July 1 in St. Paul,
West St. Paul, South St. Paul, Inver Grove
Heights and Duluth offers a carrot-and-stick
approach to help those drivers get legal. The
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
limited the number of cities to participate
initially, but Minneapolis and other cities may
be allowed to join later.

No cost to taxpayers

The program won't cost taxpayers a dime,
organizers said. The participants will pay a
$150 fee to Financial Crimes Services. They

The cities will work with Financial Crimes
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must take a class on budgeting, financial
management and life skills. In return, the
company will determine how much is owed
and to whom and set up a payment plan
that's within their budget. Adkisson said the
company is working with an insurance
company to allow participants to make
monthly, rather than annual or biannual,
payments for auto insurance. Participants
also will get a special checking account to
help them reestablish credit.

"It's like having people," said Kori Land, city
attorney for West St. Paul, South St. Paul and
Inver Grove Heights. "Everybody needs
people. These are their people."

So what's the stick? Participants who don't
follow through with the program could be
prosecuted, organizers said.

Rep. Tony Cornish, R-Good Thunder, who is
police chief in Lake Crystal, spoke in favor of
the bill at a hearing in the House on March

10. "Usually I'm for locking everybody up and
throwing away the keys," he said. "Especially
if it's a bonehead out there trying to prove

his or her authority by driving on a

suspended license just because they can.

"But in this case, a number of officers have
relayed to me that it's like you said, a

revolving wheel. They get three, four, five
tickets and they get picked up and the
trooper or whoever says, 'Why are you out
here driving?' and he or she says, 'l gotta get
to work.' Some of them are just a victim of
the process and they'd like to change the
cycle."

The fine for one driving-after-suspension
citation is $200 plus court costs, but multiple
citations, late fees and penalties can
ultimately land people in debt for thousands
of dollars.

Breaking the cycle

The pilot program's goal is to break that

cycle and ultimately save time and money for
a court system that's already stretched thin

by budget cuts.

St. Paul City Attorney John Choi said last
week that his office handles about 15,000
cases a year and about a third of those are
traffic-related. The current system, he said,
treats traffic offenses as a "collection matter”
and creates a revolving door for those who
really want to get a valid license and chronic
repeat offenders alike.

"If we want to focus on outcomes, what we
really need to do is very strategically look at
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who's coming into the system, look at who
we can prevent from coming back into the
system and separate out those who need to
be prosecuted," Choi said.

Drivers can lose their license for having an
unpaid speeding ticket, unpaid child support,
no proof of insurance and myriad other
infractions. People charged with one alcohol-
related offense, such as drunken driving, are
eligible to participate if they have completed
their punishment and the only thing left for
them to do is pay the fines and fees.

The program isn't for folks like, oh. R.T.
Rybak, for example. The Minneapolis mayor
drove without a valid license for nearly three
months in 2008 -- his license had been
suspended because he failed to pay the full
amount of a 2006 speeding ticket. He paid up
in mid-May 2008, and his license was
reinstated.

"If this is your first one, you're better off just
paying the fine and being done with it," Choi
said. "But the actual scenario in a lot of these
cases is they're driving because they have
these outstanding fees and they can't pay
them off."

'A promising idea’

The Legislature approved the pilot program
for two years; it must be revisited in 2011.
Although the city of Minneapolis is not part
of the initial program, City Attorney Susan
Segal said a provision was added to the bill
that allows other cities to join it in the future,

"I do think it is a promising idea and
potentially a more effective response than
what we're doing currently on these cases,"
Segal said. "We'll review the pilot and if that
appears as promising as it should be we
would be interested in joining."

The numbers in Minneapolis are similar to
those in the cities participating in the
program -- about one-third of the cases
handled in any given year are traffic offenses,
Segal said.

The numbers are similar in Land's territory.

"These are not bad people, they just make
some bad choices," Land said.

"My brother gave me some advice when |
started prosecution: Put the bad guys in jail
but let the good guys go. That's how I see
this program."

Pat Pheifer « 612-741-4992
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MAKING UNLICENSED DRIVERS LEGAL

PILOT DIVERSION PROGRAM TACKLES COMMON PROBLEM

WITH INTERVENTION
Nick Fetraro

nferraro @pioneerpress.com

Local prosecutors and law enforcement officials say driving without a valid license is an
offense they see often, and many times the samé people are being caught over and over
again.

In many cases, drivers get back behind the wheel because they don't have the money to
pay the hefty fines, said Kori Land, city attomey in South St. Paul and West St. Paul.

Help is around the comer for drivers who get their licenses suspended or revoked after an
offense in St. Paul, Duluth, Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul and West St. Paul.

"These are people who get caught in a system that they cannot get out of or don't know
how to get out of," Land said.

A two-year pilot program that begins July 1 is aimed at helping eligible drivers get valid
licenses again by putting them into a payment plan and giving them a temporary license.

St. Paul City Attorney John Choi's office Initiated the driving diversion program, which
was included in the state’s public safety omnibus bill that passed in May.
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Choi said more than one-third of the cases presanted to the St. Paul city attorey'’s office
each year involve drivers who don't have valid licgenses or who don't have insurancs,
which often go hand in hand.

*We found that essentially a lot of these individuals would be offered the opportunity to
pay a fine, but they wouldn't pay the fine,” Chol said. *And guess what happens then?
Their license will get suspended again.®

Driving after suspension or revocation are payable offenses that carry a $200 fine, plus a
$75 surcharge. However, the offenses are considered misdemeanors, so if a driver goes
to court and loses, they carry a maximum punighment of 90 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.

Here's how the program will work:

A prosecutor will determine whether to accept someone into the program and consider
factors such as criminal history.

Participants must pay a $150 fee to enter the program, which would allow their most
recent fine to be dropped. They would have to pay their old fines and fees, howsver,
through a payment schedule that would allow them to spread out the cost. They also
must complete a four-hour education class and grovide proof of insurance.

Drivers can obtain a valid license and insurancé through the program. Once completed,
the latest citation will be dismissed, and it will not show up on a driving record.

Someone with a drunken driving offense might be eligible for the program after serving
out the revocation period. Those who have commercial licenses or have multiple drunken
driving offenses, misdemeanors or child endanhiérment offenses will not be eligible.

Financial Crime Services, a private vendor out of Red Wing, Minn., that also handles the
*worthless check" program for St. Paul and sevéral other cities, will manage the program.

The state commissioner of public safety and staff from the five communities must report
back to legislative commitiees with results of the program, including recidivism rates, by
February 2011.

Land said the goal, besides helping people to drive legally, is to free up the court
calendars.

“The biggest complaint from judges and public defenders and court staif is the volume,”
Land said. *So if we can reduce the volume of thé courl calendars by just eliminating a
third of these ticksts, it will help.”

Nick Femraro can be reached at 651-228-2173.

Copyright 2009 Saint Paul Pioneer Press
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Editorial: Breaking the cycle of lost
licenses

New program should benefit drivers
and courts.

Last update: June 22, 2009 - 10:40 AM

One Minnesota driver ignores a series of
parking tickets, another neglects to deal with
old speeding violations, and a third falls
behind on child support. All three lose their
driver's licenses, but they continue to drive
and rack up more fines.

A soon-to-start pilot program may give
drivers like these -- and the courts that
prosecute them -- some relief. Beginning July
1, five Minnesota cities will try an innovative
approach to help such drivers pay the fines
over time, drive legally and reduce the
burden on the enforcement, collections and
court systems.

St. Paul, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Inver
Grove Heights and Duluth will offer the
option of a "diversion license" -- provided
violators pay a $150 fee, take some financial
management classes and agree to a payment
plan to pay off previous fines. Even including
the fee, that approach is cheaper for the

driver than repeatedly getting fines that can
run into the hundreds and thousands of
dollars.

The program allows motorists to have driving
privileges while they pay off their debis.
Under current law, violators have to pay the
fines before licenses can be restored. When
those in the program can drive legally, the
city court system is less bogged down with
repeat cases.

Cities in the pilot program will work with
Financial Crimes Services, a private Red
Wing-based company that will collect the fee
and offer the classes. The Department of
Public Safety will issue a "diversion license"
that looks like a regular license but has
special coding to indicate that it is
provisional. During the 2009 session, the
Legislature approved a bill to create the pilot
program and allow DPS to issue the licenses.

The program is not for repeat DUI offenders
or those with a single violation. Rather, it's
designed to help those who have had
multiple problems with driving without a
license. Police confirm that many violators
aren't on the road because they want to
break the law, but because they have limited
or no other transportation options. To earn a
living, care for their families and live
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productive lives, they must get behind the
wheel. Some live in areas where public
transportation is limited or unavailable.

In addition to individual drivers, the court
system and taxpayers should reap benefits.
The program doesn't cost the state anything,
and it should save money in the long run.

State records indicate that more than 14,000
Minnesotans have been ticketed at least five
times for driving without a valid driver's
license since January 1997. St. Paul City
Attorney John Choi, who along with other
city attorneys brought the idea to the
Legislature, said St. Paul handles about 5,000
traffic-related cases annually.

The current system, he said, treats the
violation like a "collections matter" that
doesn't separate out those who really need
to be prosecuted from others, who with a
little support and direction, can pay their
fines and be allowed to drive legally.

Five cities will participate initially in the two-
year pilot program, but the legislation leaves
the door open to add more. Minneapolis and
several other cities have indicated interest.

The diversion license is a creative way to
address two problems: restoring driver's

licenses and reducing license violations. If
the pilot program is successful, it could be a
cost-effective model for other cities and
counties.
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The Driving Diversion Program (DDP)
June 23, 2009

The Duluth City Attorney s Office is pleased to announce the creation of the Driving Diversion
Program (*"DDP”). which was authorized by the 2009 Minnesota Legislature as a pilot program
and becomes effective July i, 2009. The details of the DDP are currently being developed with
the Department of Public Safety and our partner pilot cities (St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, South
Saint Paul and West Saint Paul). Working through Financial Crime Services, LLC, the new pilot
diversion program seeks to assist individuals who have been charged with driving without a valid
license to earn back their valid license status through a supervised payment plan, a mandatory
financial management and life skills course, and the issuance of a temporary diversion license.

You MAY be eligible for the Driving Diversion Program (DDP) IF:

1. You have received a citation for Driving After Suspension (DAS) or Driving
After Revocation (DAR);

2. The offense took place in the City of Duluth;

3.

Your case is still “pending” (i.e. you have NOT yet paid the fine amount for that
citation and/or you have NOT yet pled guilty to that offense): and
4, You have a Class D driver’s license.

Individuals who hold a commercial driver’s license or who were driving a commercial vehicle at
the time of the offense are NOT eligible for this program.

If you think that you are eligible to participate in this program and would like more information,
please contact:

Before July 1, 2009: Duluth Assistant City Attorney Cary Schmies (218) 730-5490.
After July 1, 2009: Financial Crimes Services, LLC (FCS) at 1-866-518-2597.
When you contact us, please have the following information available:

1. You full name and date of birth

2. Your citation number or court case number (MNCIS number)

3.

The date of your offense

More information about this program will be posted on this website as it becomes available.

Citizens and Government working together to provide an environment in which
our community can enhance its quality of life and continue to prosper
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Dakota County program
helps repentent drivers
stop spinning their
wheels

By Nick Ferraro
nferraro@pioneerpress.com

Updated: 08/14/2010 10:02:24 PM CDT

Two years ago, Dominic Kielas Jr. was in a jam: pay
his mortgage on time or pay a $200 speeding ticket.

Kielas chose the mortgage and eventually found
himself with a suspended driver's license, which led
to another quandary for the general contractor:
drive to job sites or don't work.

"| was stuck," said Kielas, 24, of Minnetonka. "l had
to drive.”

He racked up more than $4,500 in fines and tow
fees after being stopped 15 times for driving after
suspension, including once in St. Paul.

"] think — | know — that 90 percent of those were
when | was going or coming back from work," he
said. "It was out of control.”

But Kielas is back behind the wheel legally because
of an innovative program implemented a year ago in
five pilot cities that allows those with suspended or
revoked licenses to drive while they pay off fines.

The two-year pilot program, set in motion in July
2009, is generating praise from participants and

city and state officials.

"I'm certainly supportive," state Public Safety
Commissioner Michael Campion said. "We can only
go off a year, but by all accounts, there's been some
very positive outcomes.”

The St. Paul city attorney's office initiated the driving
diversion program, which was included in the

state's public-safety omnibus bill, for St. Paul, Inver
Grove Heights, West St. Paul, South St. Paul and
Duluth.

The legislation allows for more cities to establish
their own programs and several, including
Minneapolis,

have shown interest in doing so, said Scott
Adkisson, owner and president of Judicial
Administrative Support Services, the Red Wing-
based company that manages the program.

Campion said he's heard talk behind the scenes of
the program going statewide.

"Adding it statewide might make sense," he said. "l
think the interest is there on many fronts."

Officials say the program, which comes at no cost to
taxpayers, has been more popular and successful
than anticipated.

So far, 1,200 people have been accepted into the
program — nearly four times what officials
predicted, Adkisson said. Participants must pay a
$300 program fee at the start.

Four hundred thirty people were rejected because
they did not qualify.
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People who had a commercial driver's license or a
drunken driving conviction within the past 12
months are ineligible, as are those who owe child
support or unpaid legal judgments.

"If they clean up their judgments or child support,
we can help them," Adkisson said.

Of those accepted, 80 percent are making payments
on time and have not received additional moving
citations, Adkisson said.

"| think the low dismissal rate points to the success
of the program,” said Darcy Erickson, assistant city
attorney for Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul and
West St. Paul. "And that ultimately means people are
paying fines that might not otherwise have been
paid."

On average, each participant has entered the
program with eight to 10 unpaid citations and about
$1,600 in fines, Adkisson said.

The returns suspended or revoked drivers receive
are obvious: They can drive legally again while
erasing nagging debt.

But city prosecutors and the court systems also get
relief, by handling fewer cases, Erickson said.

Before the program, more than one-third of the
cases presented to the city attorney's offices in the
pilot cities involved drivers who lacked valid
licenses or car insurance, which often go hand in
hand.

So far, Adkisson said, 30 people have "graduated"
from the program — completed the four-hour class,
got insurance, stayed out of trouble and paid their

fines in full. Getting their licenses reinstated and
their latest citation dismissed was their reward.

The success apparently extends after the program.
"As far as we know, the graduates have not had
additional violations," Adkisson said.

The state public safety commissioner and the five
communities will report back to legislative
committees with results of the program, including
recidivism rates, by February.

On a recent Thursday evening, 16 people arrived at
West St. Paul City Hall for the class — their final
requirement before driving legally. One by one,
friends and family dropped them off at the front
door.

"I've heard just about every story from people as to
why they're here,” said instructor Mike Lewis, a
former Faribault police chief. "You see people in
here from all walks of life — and most say they got
caught in the trap and couldn't get out. This brings
it together for them."

Over the next four hours, participants were given a
lesson on the laws and penalties regarding driving
without a license and even advice on how to check
credit scores and manage their finances.

Maurice Davis, who hasn't driven legally for 14
years, said the program is worth the effort.

"I'm excited to drive again legally, not that it ever
stopped me before," said Davis, 49, of St. Paul. "But |
have to do what | have to do.”

Davis, who must pay $96 for each of the next 17
months before getting his license reinstated, added,
"It's probably going to save me money in the long
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Nick Ferraro can be reached at 651-228-2173.
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Pilot program benefits state drivers, cities

Alex Holmquist
Review staff

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Trying to reinstate your driver's license after suspension or revocation can be tough, but some Minnesotans have been given a break.

The Driving Diversion Program, designed to help drivers get back on the road legally, was implemented last year as a pilot program in St. Paul, West
St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul and Duluth.

The program also aims to lessen the burden on court systems bogged down by cases involving drivers who don't have a valid license or insurance.

Before the program, more than one-third of the cases presented to the city attorney's offices in the pilot cities involved drivers without a valid license or
insurance, said Scott Adkisson, CEO and president of Judicial Administrative Support Services, the company that manages the program.

That number has been decreasing as a result of the program.

How it works
When a driver without a valid license is pulled over, police give him a card with information about how to enter the program.

Once enrolled, participants can drive legally while they pay off their fines and a $300 program fee in monthly installments. They are also required to
obtain insurance on their vehicles and take a four-hour class.

Upon completion of the program, the city attorney will forgive the citation that brought them to the program, and in some cases may give them a break
on previous citations as well.

Not everyone qualifies for the program, including those who are pulled over for DWI or those involved in serious crashes. People who owe child support
or other unpaid legal judgments are also ineligible.

However, Adkisson said JASS is willing to work with those who are ineligible by providing them a process to take to become eligible.

"The whole system is built on support,”" Adkisson said.

If someone fails to complete the program for any reason, all prior payments are put toward paying off fines, but the $300 program fee is non-refundable.
Benefits for drivers

Deonte Phillips, a 25-year-old St. Paul resident, enrolled in the program after having his license suspended for unpaid parking and speeding tickets.
Phillips said being able to drive while he makes monthly payments on his fines is vital, since the job he's applying for requires a valid driver's license.
Phillips will be making monthly payments of $182 a month for 18 months instead of having to pay a big lump sum before getting his license back.
"Everyone can't afford to pay their tickets all at once," Phillips said. "This helps a lot of people out."

He added that the city attorney will be dropping four of his tickets upon his completion of the program, and none of them will go on his driving record.
"It's like a blessing that they give people second chances," he said.

Adkisson said the program, which operates at no cost to taxpayers, usually saves participants about $400, even after they pay the program fee.

The program also saves the court system valuable time and resources because it doesn't have to prosecute as many cases involving drivers without a
valid license. On average, the cost for the city to prosecute a case is $175, and the savings have been adding up as more people take advantage of the
program, Adkisson said.

A year in review
The program will be hitting its one-year mark next week, and Adkisson said its success has exceeded his expectations.

"It has been phenomenal," he said.

Adkisson added that he had hoped for a 15 percent success rate when the program was first implemented, but was pleasantly surprised by the
program's 85 percent success rate. Additionally, the 1,300 people enrolled in the program are substantially more than the 350 he initially anticipated.

Lt. Brian Sturgeon of the West St. Paul Police Department said the program benefits people who are motivated to get their life in order but may not have
the immediate financial means to regain their license.
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He added that lots of people are taking advantage of the program in West St. Paul, and that the two monthly classes are always full.
"People are very receptive to it," Sturgeon said.

In January, JASS will present the results of the pilot program to the state legislature, and Adkisson said he expects the program to be implemented
statewide by June 2011 if its success continues.

"It would be great if they could do it everywhere," Phillips added.

Alex Holmquist can be reached at aholmquist@lillienews.com or 651-748-7824.
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Financial Crimes Services includes theft diversion program, juvenile tobacco pilot program

By Mike Longaecker
mikel@republican-eagle.com

Try convincing people
there is such a thing ag a
free lunch.

Now compound that
struggle by selling if to
law enforcement officials
— a group fundamentally
rooted in skepticism,

That difficult prospect
was just what Scott
Adkisson attempted in
2000 when he pitched a
check diversion program
that would cost munici-
palities nothing and help
businesses recoup lost
funds.

“At first, no one could
understand that,” said
Adkisson, president and
CEO of Red Wing-based
Financial Crimes Ser-
vices.

Eventually the idea
caught on, but it tock
almost two years longer
to pick up steam than
Adkisson expected.

“We had to put the
proof into it,” he said.

Eight years and 650
Minnesota communities
later, Adkisson knows he
has made believers of
them.

Since the theft diver-
sion program’s launch,

Financial Crimes Ser-
vices has expanded serv-
ices to include a property
crimes diversion pro-
gram.

A juvenile tobacco
diversion program is
under way in Red Wing
as a pilot program.
Another Financial
Crimes Services pilot pro-
gram gaining interest is
juvenile drug diversion,
which Adkisson said is
seeing success in Green
Bay, Wis.

Yet another new Finan-
cial Crimes Services pro-
gram under development
would help counties
recoup outstanding funds
sought through driving-
after-revocation cases.
The program also would
allow violators to receive
temporary  licenses,
which Adkisson said
helps put them back to
work.

The plan could mean a
spur to the economy, he
said.

Adkisson said Ramsey
County work force offi-
cials have jobs that are
going unfilled due to
workers being ineligible
to drive.

Adkisson said the driv-
ing-after-revocation pro-

gram is on the cusp of
going statewide and has
already arranged $1.1
million in fine payback
promises.

“We clean up for the
courts and the state,” he
said.

Adkisson runs the busi-
ness out of the company’s
home office in Red Wing,
a location he keeps under
tight wraps due to securi-
ty concerns. Adkisson
said he moved the busi-
ness to Red Wing from
Andover, Minn., after
police Chief Tim Sletten
pitched him the idea of
relocating here while the
two fished on the Missis-
sippi River.

After receiving a tour
of the town from Red
Wing Port Authority offi-
cials, he was sold.

“Geographically, it just
made sense to do busi-
ness in Red Wing,”
Adkisson said.

He was also drawn by
the reputation of small-
town work ethics.

“It still holds true,”
Adkisson said.

The Red Wing location
employs 22 people. Other
offices, including a sec-
ondary location in Mil-
waukee, brings total

employment to 44 work-
ers.

Adkisson said the busi-
ness was borne out of a
friend’s need for help.
That friend, John McCul-
lough — who still serves
as Adkisson’s silent part-
ner—- needed a system to

Mike Longaecker/Republican Eag

Financial Crimes Services President and CEQ Scott Adkisson runs the bus
ness out of offices in Red Wing.

support merchants who
were victims of bad
checks.

Adkisson, a software
developer, created a pro-

gram to do just that.

“That’s how this whole
thing developed,” he said.
The company’s philoso-

phy has been to seek wi
win relationshir
between government:
taxpayers and offenders.

“These are not punisl
ment programs
Adkisson said. “These a1
built to help you su«
ceed.”
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How does Financial Crim

By Mike Longaecker
mikel@republican-eagle.com

So just how do pro-
grams at Financial
Crimes Services work?

Consider one of the lat-
est creations — a pilot
program initiated in Red
Wing for property crimes.

The program applies to
people cited for low-level
criminal property damage
or shoplifting incidents.

Participants join the
program voluntarily once
police and Goodhue

s el——— e e

County prosecutors verify
their eligibility. Any prior
convictions or participa-
tion in other diversion
programs means immedi-
ate disqualification and a
citation is issued.
Financial Crimes Ser-
vices runs participants
through up to five hours
of classes developed to
show them where they’re
headed if they “stay on
the path,” said Scott
Adkisson, CEO and presi-
dent of the company.
Participants stay in the

program until full resti-
tution is paid. Adkisson
said the program gives
participants a long leash
to make payments, if dol-
lars are hard to come by.

“It's not as much a pun-
ishment as it is a support
mechanism to help you,”
he said.

Successful entrants
will be kept in a diversion
database but their crimi-
nal offense will be not be
kept in court records, pro-
vided all requirements
have been satisfied.

es Services work?

The program does come
at a cost for participants
— $100 for juveniles and
$200 for adults. Goodhue
County Attorney Stepher
Betcher said his office
has been told the cost has
kept some would-be par
ticipants away. Bu
when compared to th
cost of court appearance:
and attorney fees, he sait
the cost is worth paying.

“The reality is that pec
ple are very economicall
distressed at this time,
Betcher said.



