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Reporting Mandate

216E.18 BIENNIAL REPORT; APPLICATION FEES; APPROI'RIATlON;
FUNDING.

Subdivision I. Biennial report. Before November 15 of each even-numbered yem
the commission shall prepare and submit to the legislature a report of its operations,
activities, findings, and recommendations concerning this chapter. The report shall
also contain information on the commission's biennial expenditures, its proposed
budget for lhe following biennium, and the amounts paid in permit application fees
and in assessments pursuant to this section. The proposed budget for the following
biennium shall be subject to legislative review.

Focus of this Report

This report specifically addresses the Public Utilities Commission's (Commission)
responsibilities for the siting and routing of large electric energy facilities.

In 1973 the Minnesota Legislature passed the Power Plant Siting Act. Minnesota Laws 1973,
chapter 591, codified al Minnesota Statutes sections 116C.51 - 116C.69, and recodified al216E
in 2005. The Power Plant Siting Act requires lhat any person who wants to build a Large Electric
Power Generating plant (LEPGP) or a High Voltage Transmission Line (HVTL), as those tenns
are defined in the Act, is required to obtain state approval for a specific site for the plant or a
specific route for the transmission line.

The Siting and Routing Pennits jurisdiction was transferred by 2005 legislation from the
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (MEQB) to the Commission. The 2005 legislation also
transferred jurisdiction for wind farm siting (216F) and pipeline siting (216G) from the MEQB to
the Commission. These separate energy related jurisdictions had been administered in
conjunction with the power plant siting and transmission line routing jurisdiction under a singlc
program at the MEQB, labeled the Power Plant Siting Program.

The transfer of the siting and routing jurisdiction was made to enhance administrative efficicncy.
Previously, thc detemlination on whcthcr the energy facility was 'needed' was made by thc
Commission and the determination on 'where' the facility should be located was detemlined by
the MEQB. The transfer consolidated the multiple pennitting and planning requirements for
large energy facilities into a single rcgulatory agency. The previous Commission/MEQ8 split
decision-making authority caused confusion among the public and onen led to significant delays.
Additionally, enabling the two separate processes to develop in parallel was intended to achieve
time and cost efficiencies. Consolidation bcnefits have arisen from tlte Commission's jurisdiction
of electric generation resource planning (Minn. Stat. 2168.2422) and electric transmission
planning (Minn. Slat. 2168.2425), in which environmental and loeational factors can be
considercd jointly.
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Reporting Agency Unit

The Commission's Energy Facilities Unit manages state oversight of proposals to construct or
modify large cncrgy facilitics in Minncsota, which include electric power plants and
transmission Iincs, wind power generation plants, and gas and petroleum facilities. The
Commission's jurisdiction encompasses Certificate of Need as well as Site or Route Pennits.
Applications for projects subject to the Commission's jurisdiction are filed with the Commission
in compliance with state statutes and administrative rules. Joint applications for a Certificate of
Need and a Site or Route Pennit arc allowcd. The Commission's procedures for reviewal'
proposed large encrgy facilities incorporate compliance with the Minncsota Environmental
Policy Act and provide for broad spectrum public participation, ineluding timely public notice
and multiple opportunities for public comment. The Commission's decisions prcempt local
jurisdictional authority. In addition to the rcview of requested pemlits for large energy projects,
the Public Utilities Commission has spccific jurisdiction related to electric transmission
planning.

Agency Organization - Commission and Office of Energy Security

At the same time the Powcr Plant Siting Act jurisdiction was transferrcd to the Commission (in
2005), the stafT supporting the Power Plant Siting Program at the MEQB were moved to the
Office of Energy Sccurity (DES) within the Minnesota Departmcnt of Commerce. Sec Minn.
Stat. 216E.03, subd. II. This program and its staff (Energy Facilities Permitting section) are
directly administered by the Director of OES but operate under the Commission's procedural
rules in conducting the review and analysis of cnergy facility siting and routing applications. The
program staff are responsible for building the Commission's rccord and making
recommcndations for Commission decisions on pennit applications. In other words, Energy
Facilities Pcnnitting staff functions as Commission statT, cven though they are administratively
housed at OES. The DES stafT retains 10 full time employees. Certain environmental review
procedures arc the exclusive jurisdiction of the Office of Energy Security.

To facilitatc this unique dual-agency arrangcment, the Commission was also granted authority to
ereatc an Encrgy Facility Pennilting unit and added staff to ensurc propcr administrative
processing of record dcvelopment and decisions, coordinate with the OES, provide public
infonnation and assistance and advise the Commissioners prior to decisions. Defense of its
decisions in a court appeal remains a Commission responsibility. Commission costs to
administer its actions on siting/routing dockets arc recovered from fees charged to applicants.
Currently the Commission has two full timc employees that support this program.

Program Overview

The Office of Energy Security indcpendently manages application fees and the direct
assessmcnt, and has provided the following information upon request:
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Biennial Expenditures

Expcnditurcs for pcnnitting operations and activities:

Expenditure Type FY 2009 FY 2010 Total

"Necessary and Reasonable
Costs" Incurred by 5840,755 52,761,833 I 53,602,588
Pennitting

Activity and Program Costs 5640,287 5601,978 51,242,266

TOTAL $1,481,043 $3,363,811 54,844,855

"Necessary and rcasonable costs" must bc paid by pennitlces to cover costs incurred by
the Commission and tlte pcnnitting statYat DES in acting on a pennit application (lor
power plants and transmission lincs, Minn. Stat. § 216E.18, Sub,1. 2, Subd. 3; for wind
fan115, Minn. Stat. § 216F.05, Minn. Rules 7854.1500; for pipelines, Minn. Stat. §
216G.02, Subd. 3, Minn. Rules 7852.4000).

Activity and program costs are paid by an asscssment against utilities as authorized by
Minn. Stat. § 2l6E.18, Subd. 4.

Proposed Budget and Assessmenl

The proposed budgct and aSSCSSmCnt for the next biennium is anticipated to be similar to
the past bicnnium.

Public Information and Participation

The 'on-the-ground' consequences of thc state's policies establishing the public interest in the
construction of needed large energy f~lcilities can affect many landowncrs, communities,
govemmental agcncics and othcr cntities. The Power Plant Siting Act emphasizes a principlc of
broad spectrum public participation. The Commission, and the staff of the DES Energy Facility
Pennitting unit, manage the Commission's siting/routing programs with a strong emphasis on
this principle. Whilc the two agencies continuc to provide substantial notice via rcgular mail,
web-based infoml<ltion on the Commission's website contains useful public guidance, and is
being continually updated. See hup://encrgyfacilities.puc.statc.mn.us/. The Commission
routinely authorizes the DES to appoint project specific advisory task forces that include afrected
area residents and officials to assist in the review or a proposed l~lcility when necessary.

I In 2010, active permitting staff and work increased, including use of contract services.
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The Power Plant Siting Act also requires the Commission to hold an annual hearing to allow any
person to comment on any matter relating to the siting/routing of large energy facilities.
Beginning in 2005 when the jurisdiction for this program was transferred from the MEQB, the
required annual hearing has been conducted at the Commission. Summary reports of this hearing
for the calendar years of 2008 and 2009 are available on the Commission's website. The 2010
Annual Hearing is scheduled for December 28. The Annual Hearing is intended to advise the
public of matters relating to the siting of large electric power generating plants and routing of
high voltage transmission lines and to afford interested persons an opportunity to be heard
regarding any aspects of the Commission's activities, duties or policies pursuant to the Power
Plant Siting Act.

Operations and Activities in Biennium

Operations: Permits Processed

The following table shows the number and type of projects pennitted for fiscal years 2009 and
2010:

Energy Facility FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2009 - 2010

Power Plants 1 1 2

Transmission Lines 8 3 11

Pipelines 2 0 2

Wind Farms 3 11 14

TOTAL 14 15 29

The project pemlitted depicted graphically:

Permitted Energy Facilities
FY 2009 - 2010

• Power Plants

• Transmission Lines

• Pipelines

• Wind Farms
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A list of projects pcnllitted in 2010 (through October 2010) is provided below. Lists of projects
pcmlittcd in 2008 and 2009 are provided as Attachments I and 2 to this report.

January 2010 - October 2010

I'rajeet Type Namc COJllmission Decision/Project Description DlIte
& Docket Number

I'ower 1'lallts

No projects pennilted

Transmission Lines

Noble Flat Hill 23U kV Commission issued a route permit for a 230 kV
TL-08-988 (Noble Flat Hill transmission line associated with the Noble Flat l-lill Feb 10

Willdpark, LLC) Windpark in Clay Cou11ly.

TL-09-246
Monticello to St. Clout! Commission issued a rOllte pennit for a 345 kV

July 10
345 kV (CapX 2020) transmission line between Monticello and $1. Cloud.

EcoEncrgy 161 kV
COlllmission issued a roUle pennit for a 161 kV

(EcoEnergy,
TL-09-601 EcoHamlOllY West

transmission line associated with the Ecol-Inrmony Jun 10

Wind, LLC)
West Wind Project ill Fillmore Coullty.

Nashwauk Public Commission issued a route permit for four 230 kV
Utilities Commission/

TL-09-512
Essar Steel 230 kV

transmission1ines and two substations to supply Aug 10

I'rojcet
power 10 the Essar Steel plan\.

Commission issued a route pennit for sections of a

Brookings County to
345 kV transmission line between Brookings

TL-08-1474 l'lamptoll 345 kV
County, Soulh Dakota <lnd I-Iamplon, Minn. The

Sept 10
section of the route which includes the castem

(CapX 2020)
crossin~ ofthc Minnesota River has yet to be
pennitlcd.

Bemidji to GnlluJ
Rapids 230 kV Commission issued a route pennit for a 230 kV
(Ollcr Tail Power.

TL-07-1237
Minnkota Powcr

transmission line betwcen Bcmidji and Grand Pending

Cooperative, Minnesota
Rapids.

Power)

Pipelines

No projects pennined

Wind Farms
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Project Typc Name Commission Decision/Project Description Date
& Docket Number

Elm Creek II Wind
Commission issued a sitc pemlit for a 150 MWWS-09-553 Project (Heartland Feb 10

Wind. LLC)
wind projcct in Jackson and Martin coulllies.

EcoHarmon)' Wcst

WS-08-973 Wind Project Commission issued a site pemlit for a 280 MW
Feb 10(Ecol-Iamlony Wesl wind project in Fillmore County

Wind. LLC)

Noble FI:II Hill
COlllmission issued a site penn it 11 201 MW windWS-08-11 ]4 Windpark (Noble Flal Feb 10

llilt Windpnrk. Ltc)
project in Clay County

West Stevens Wind
Commission issued a site pennit for a 20 MW windWS-09-830 "roject (West Stcvcns Feb 10

Wind. LLC) project in Stcvens County.

WS-IO-119 Oak Glen Wind Project Commission issued a site penni! for a 44 l\-t\V \\~nd
Aug 10(Oak Glen Wind. LLC) projl.."C1 in Stcele Coullly.

Lakefield Wind Project
Commission issued a site pernlit for a 205 MWW5-09-1239 (Lakefield Wind Projl.."Ct. DeliO

LLC) wind project in Jackson County.

1'le:l.s:1nt Valley Wind
Commission issued a site pennit for a 300 MW

W5-09-1197 "roject (Pleasant Valley wind project in Dodge and Mower counties. Oct 10
Wind. LLC)

Operations: Tot~11 Permitted Wind Cap:lcity

For general infonnalion, the table and charI bclow show the tOlalmcgawalls pcnnitted wind
energy. Minnesota's currcnt installed wind gencration capacity is approximately 1810 MW.2

FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2009 - 2010

Permitted Wind
Generation Capacity, 150 1232 1282
Megawatts (MW)

1U.S. Department of Energy, Installed Wind Capacity by State,
http://www.windpoweringa meri ta .gov/wind lOStailed ta pati ty.asp
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Permitted Wind Generation Capacity (MW)
FY 2009 - 2010

.2009

.2010

Activities

Three major areas of program activity ovcr the past biennium are noteworthy for the resources
expended:

I) \Vind Farm Siting. The number of wind limns (large wind energy convcrsion systems.
LWECS) pcrmitted by the Commission continues to increase, both in number of projects and
generation capacity. Areas of work related to wind farms include:
• Collaborating with Commission and Department of Natural Resources starr to detemline

next stcps in bird and batlllonitoring for wind farms.
• Working with the Minnesota Department of Health to develop a white paper on thc

potclltial health impacts or wind turbines.

2) Transmission Line ROllting. StaIr is cngaged m pennitting several large transmission
projects, including the CapX 2020 Phase I transmission lines. Areas of work related to
transmission line routing include:
• Collaborating with the Minncsota Department of Transportation to clarify the co-locating

of transmission lines with highways, including interstate highways.

3) Illiblic Ilarticipatioll. StalT has used new and existing public participation tools to aid
participation in the pennitting process. New tools include:
• The Commissions website function that allows citizens to submit comments

electronically and directly to the Commission regarding pending projects.
• An additional public comment period following application acceptance for wind fanns.

Citizens now have an opportunity to suggest topics for consideration in a dran site permit
for proposed wind li.mns.

4) Other. Additional activities that have been important in program administration are:

• Due to the significant volume and scope of work during this time period (2008-2010),
professional contractors have been retained to enable timely preparation of
environmental review documents, e.g., environmental impact statemellts.
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• StalThas conducted outreach to Minnesota counties, including (I) apprising them of
new fcaturcs on thc Commission's cnergy facilities pemlitting website to track
projects by county using RSS fceds and to submit public comments directly from the
wcbsitc, (2) assisting them with local revicw projects, and (3) meeting with them to
discuss wind fann siting and county ordinances.

• StafThas also initiated continuing collaborations with state agencies to facilitate their
participation and attempt to improve incorporation of other agencies' interests and
associated pennitting responsibilities. This effort has particularly focused on working
with the departments of Natural Resources, Transportation, Agriculture, Health and
the Pollution Control Agency. TIlere is also significant interaction with a multitude of
federal agencies.

• Stan'is working with the Minnesota Dept. of Administration. Office of Geographic
and Demographic Analysis to redesign the Commission's energy facilities pennitting
website to improvc ease of usc, aid public participation, and better intcgrate the site
with the Commission's electronic docketing systcm (eDockcts).

• Wind Fann Siting staff has developed guidance for applicants seeking site pennits for
wind fanns, The guidance provides applicants with infonnation on how to preparc a
complete site pennit application, ineluding infonnation on the pcnnitting process,
pre-application consultation, and how to submit an application.

• A fact sheet has been developcd as an aid to landowners who may be afTected by the
construction of energy facilities in Minnesota.

• Stall' is working with the Minnesota Gcospatial Infonn3tion Office (MnGEO) to
develop web-based, mapping capabilities lor energy infrastructure in the state.

• A "How to Participate" fact sheet for citizens to aid their participation in the
pennitting process has been developcd. This infonnation is available in print and
electronically; the electronic version is available in English and Spanish.

Administrative Rules

The Commission's siting/routing rules arc in Minn. Rules 7850. The Commission intcnds to
review and propose amendments to these rules in the next biennium. The purpose of these
amendments would, among other things, be to obtain grcater clarity, eliminate obsolete
provisions, and strive lor better coordination with the Ccrtilic<lte of Need Rules. Another part of
this cflort will be an evaluation of the two other authorities that were transferred to the
Commission from the MEQB in 2005; i.e., the Wind Encrgy Conversion Systems Siting
authority (Minn. Rule 7854) and the Pipeline Siting authority (Minn. Rulc 7852).

Conclusions

Basl'd on its administrative and procedural experience with the provisions of the Powcr Plant
Siting Act, and the separate but corollary wind fann and pipeline siting acts, the Commission
observes that the basic procedural model for the Power Plant Siting Act is sound, relevant and in
the public interest. TI1C Commission continues to make adjustments to its institutional procedures
that support and improve compliance. However. the continuing dual agcncy role with the DES
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administering the Commission's responsibilities has been challenging and continues to be of
concern. TIle OES has provided very capable service to the Commission. but it is the
Commission's view that the staffing of this responsibility would better confonn to the
Commission's institutional operations ifthc staff were moved to the Commission.

TIle siting/routing of large energy facilities continues to occasionally engender significant
controversy. The Commission observes that, while not assured, public perception oneil
recognizes the legitimacy of thc statc's policy and prescriptions matters. The credibility of the
Commission's role and actions are critical in its management of sometimes controvcrsial
projects. It is important to maintain a high dcgree of professional and experienced competcncy to
support this program.

Recommendations

The Commission's principal recommendation is that the Power Plant Siting stan· be moved from
the Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security to the COlllmission. This is a core
change that would provide substantial administrative and procedural clarity. Once the stall
positions arc coordinated in one agency. a continuing evaluation of needs can take place and
further recommendations can be offered.

The Commission first raised the issue of this trJnsfcr with the Department over a year ago and
discussions have continued since then among staff managers of the two agencies. Nonetheless. it
will take executive action or a legislative cnactment to etTect this change in responsibilities and
statT positions.

The Commission remains firmly committed to this transfer. seeing it as being in the best interests
of tile public and accomplishing needed cfficiencies in the undertaking of the work that needs to
be done on these siting and routing matters. The Commission looks lorward to continuing to
work with all interested parties to accomplish the required executive action or legislative
enactment.
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Attachment 1

Energy Facility I)ermiuing
Completed Projects by Type

December 2007 - December 2008

Proj«1 Type Name (I>oc:kel No.) Commission OcdslonlProJeer Desc:rll)llon 021'

Gtner.uion Elk Rh'cr Planl l'ublit: Ulililies Commission (Commission) M;!Iy08
(GRE) issued 3 Ccrtifie:t.!c ofNccd (eN) nnd::J. Site
CN..()7-678 Permit to build :r. single siniple-c)'cle dual
GS.{)7·7IS fuel (Nlllur.:1ISlJS & Fuel Oil) combustion

turbine wilh 3. C.1p;1cil)' of 175 meguWI1t1
(MW).

Monllcello capacity Commission issw:d a eN and a Site I'ctmit Dcc08. upgrade (Xcel for i1 70 MW increase in the electric3.1
Energy) generating capacity ofltle Monticello
CN-OS-ISS Nuclear Generating Plalll.
GS..()7-1567

T~l1smi.ssiOb Fenlon-Nobles 115 Commission issued <\ Route Pennit for 21 ~1"y 08
kY Mile, II S kV Transmission Line in ~'lulTaY

(Xeel Enert;y) and Nobles counties, (Pout ofORlGO·
TL..()7-1233 Oumllo Ridse Outtct-CN.)

Chi$;lgo IISkV (Xcel Commi.s.sion issued a CN :lnd a Route Permit Feb OS
Energy) ror:l II S kV tr:msmissiol1 line about 20 Jun 08
CN·Q4-1176 mites long beh\IC~n lhc Chisago SubStation
T1AI6·16n o.nd St. Croi:'l: F:tlls.

Rochc::5ttr" 161 kV Commi:.sion i~cd 0 Route Pennit for 3 Aug 08
:lind Substallous sc.\'en·n1ile 161 kV Trnnsrnission Line
(Rochester Public ProjC'Ct in Olmsted Counly,
Utilities)
'l"IA17-1366

Yankc~Or()Qkln~s Commission issued 0 Roule Pcrmillo AligOS
liS kV Tr3n,misslon construct a six nnd one-half mile 115 kV
(Xcel Energ"v) segment between thc Yankee Substntion in
TL-07·1626 Lincoln Counl)·;and Brookings Subslatlon in

Brookins, County, South Ookota. (Part of
BRIGG-Ouffalo Ridge Outlcl-CN.)
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Project Typ< Nlme (Dot'krc No.) CommW.Jon OrcisionIProjrcl Jlacripfion Olle

Mary Lake Commission issued a Roule I)e:mtit 10 Sep08
Tnnsmbslon ProJrd conslroc10 new 11S kV Ir.lnsmission line in
(X,cJ En,'ll)') Dl,lfTlIlo. MinncsoUl. The proposed
TL-01-136S lransmwion line will be approximately {h'e

miles long and will connect the M&f)' Lake
SUMtiuion with I~ Buffalo Substalion.

Lake Yallklon 10 Commwion issued 3 Route Permit for 11 IS· Allg 08
l\1anball mile II S kV lransmi5.liion line from its Lake !J« 08
TranSlnwloll Projctl Yanktoll SubstlUion to lhe South\l,-est
(X'd Enc'll)') Morshall SubSl3lion in Lyon County.
11-01-1407 Commission subsequnnly issued a Minor

Aile-ration fOf 3 segmC1l1 in Mankalo. (P:lr1
or BRIGO·Burr:alo Ridgc Outlel·CN.)

PlpdlnC3 Nash,,·..k· Commission issue 3 Route Pennil to "'pr08
Blackberry PlllClllic construct and operate., pipelioc in Itasca
Project (Nsshwaw< County, Minnesota. The proposed 24·inch
Public Utilities pipeline is dcsigncd 10 deliver n:tlurolg:lS
Commission) fuel required 10 opc:rale (he Minnesota "cI
GP-06-1481 NlUhwauk Taconite: Reduction PllUll IafId

other industrisl euslomers OC:lf the tity of
NtUhw3Uk.

SoulbtrD Lights Commwion is.sucd 3 eN lll1d :t Roule Permit Jun 08
Pipeline (En bridge) to eomttuct approximately 108 miles of20·
CN-07-46<1 inch pipeline through the Minnesota counties
PL-01-360 o(Kinson, MarshDlI, PenningtOll, Red Lake,

Polk. nnd Clc::arwnla'. The pipeline will
tcnninnle at the Enbridge exiSling tank (ann
and lermin~l facility near Clc::ubrook. MN.

Bot"'dl PilKline Commwion issued tl Route l)ermi1 (or a Scp08
(Minnesota Power) high pressure nalural g:tS pipeline origilU1ing
GP-OS-IS6 al the Gre:lt Lakes Coh2ss« Meter SL,lion

and lermin_ling atlhc Boswell F.nagy
Cenlcr Gas Delivery Sial ion.
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CompleTed Pro;ccu by Trfle. Daxmbcr:2007 - Doc;ctnber 2008. I'a~ J

Projttt Type Name (Docket No.) Commiuion Dedslon/l'rojC<'t Description Dale

Alberta Clipper Commission issued a eN :md a Route Permit Nov08
Petroleum aDd to construct 285 miles of36·inch.<Jiameter
Southern Ugbls underground petroleum pipeline in Kiuson.
Diluent Pipelines Marshull, Pennington, Red Lake. Clearwater.
(Enbridgc) Hubb.,rd, CAS...~ 11asc<1, Aitkin, St. Louis and
CN-07-46S CnrllOfl counties. The Alberta Clipper
PL-07-J61 Pipeline lenninatcs in Superior, Wisconsin.

The SouiJlcrn Lights Diluent Projecl, 188
miles of new 20-inch·<.limneler ullderground
pipeline, will he eo-constructed wilh the
Alberla Clipper Project from Superior,
Wiscoosin 10 Clearbrook.

Pcnnilting is on hold for a.section Ihrough
Fond·du·Lac.

Wind Com frey Wind Commission Issued Silc Pennit to construct Jan 08
Proj«t (Comfrey and optl'01tc the 31.5 MW LWECS,
Wind Energy, LLC) approximatcly ooc mile west of the city of
W$-07-)18 Comfrey. in Brown and Cononwood

counti~ using IS SUl..lon 2.1 MW IUrbincs

Elm Crrck Wind Commission issued 3. Site Permit to Jan 08
Projee:t (Elm Creek construct and operate the 100 ;\HV Elm
Wind, LLC) Crt:d: Wind Project in hckson and

IWS-07-J88 Martin counties.

Grand MeadolY Connnission issued 3. CN (07) and a Site Dec 07
Wind Fum PcnnillC enXeo to own 3.nd oper.'nc 100 Jon 08
(cnXcolXcel Energy) MW ofllle 200.5 fl.o\\V Wllpsipinicoll Wind Dcc 08
CN.{)7·87J Projl'Ct ill Mower COUlIly. kuown as Gmlld
WS'{)7-8J9 Mcadow Wind form. Commission

tnmsfcrrcd Site Pc:rmillo Xccl Ellcrg)' ill
Uctembt'r

Wapsipinicon North Commission issued:l Site: Permit for Ihe Scp08
Wind Projeel remaining 100 f\nVofthc Wapsipinicon
(cnXco) Wind I)rojttt in Mower County. known 3S

WS-07·8J9 Wapsipinicon Wind North
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Attachment 2

J:lDuary 2009 - Denmbel' 2009

ProjKt T)])f' I ~ame (Docktt l"o.) I CollllllissloD IlfcIsloolProjt<1 I DaleDfSCripdoD

Pon..r PlulS

Pnuie Islmd Pomr Public Utilities Commission (Commissioa) D<c09
Upr:llf :lnd Spfnt i.ssucd 11 certificate of DC't'd (eN) itDd sile
fUfl StOr.lif pcnuit for iI 16-1 mtg3\\'ilR (MW) power
[xpallSion uprnle and a CN for to'qWlSion ofspenI fud
(Xe<1 Eortu) storage at the fuirie lsbDd~
ISFSIOl-08-SIO spenl fud stor.lg. iosbUatioo (ISFSI).
UpOll' CN-08-S09
Upr>« GS-oS-@()

Transmission

BiS SIOD. n 3.lSk'· Commission issued iI route permit for n\'o Mar 09
mTLs (OIl'. ,'aJ.) lf3Dsmission lines and substation upgr1dcs
CN-oS·l69 in Westml Minnesot.t. The linfs are 3230
TR-oS-127S 1:i!0',,1l (kVJ lin. from the Big SI...

Power Plant in South Dakota to Morris.
Minn.. and a 345 kV line from the Big
Stone Power Plmllo Gr.wile Fa1ls. Minn.

Soulhd;lIf to Commission i.ssutd a route pennit for a Apr 09
StfO'lrt!,illf 115 kY niDe·mile 115 kV tr.ms.nussion line in Crow
(GRE) Wing and Cass couuries.
n-oS·712

Soulh Bfud - SIOUf~' CoDllllission issued a toule pennit for an Apr 09
C....kliS k'· tight-mile 115 kV transuussion line in Blue
(Xcd Eortu) E3lth CO<Ulty.
n-08-734

Wfst l"fW mm 10 CoD1U.1ission i.ssutd 11 route pennit for 3 May 09
fOil Ridp.y liS k'· ll1r~mile 115 kV tnnsmission line in
and Subslariou Brown and Nicollet counties.
(Xc.1 Eortu)
n·OS-9S6
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ProjKt Typo :Some (Docktl 1>0.)
CoUllDission DtcisionIProjKI

DalfDescription

:'\'ol1lmar Commission issued a route pennit for a len· Allg09
Transmission 161 kY mile 161 kV tr.msmission lint Jacbon
(NOf'lh5tar COUDty. ~l~ coonects the Northstar
Transmission lle; Wind Fann.located in Iowa. to
Emmel County transntission ucilities in ~·1innc:sot;1.

Entrgy)
CN-08·944
TL-08-1120

Pipelines

Albfl13 Clipper and Commission amended the rOUle pennit for Joo 09
Sourhelll Lights lb. Albert' Clipper and Soutb<m Iigh"
Dilufor Pipflinf~ DiJuenI Pipdines 10 include p3SS3ge
(Enbridge) through the reservation of the Fond du Lac
CN-Q7465 Band of Lake Superior Chippewa in SI.
PL-07-361 Louis and Carlton comties.

Wind

Bur Crttk Wind Commission issued a site pennit for 475 JulO9
{Ik3r Cr«l: Wind ~1W wind project in Todd 3Ild Oner Tail
1':utD<n. LLq counties.
W~7-297

Glacial Rid2:f Commission issued a site pe:rmit for J 20 Apr 09
(Glacial Ridg. \\'md. MW wind project in Pope COUDly.
LLq
WS·07-I073

B.llI Tn. Wind Conuuission issued J CN for Phas.e I (200 OcI09
(AJli3nt En"gy) r-.'1\V) of the Bent Tree Wind Project.
CN 07-1-125 Commission issutd J site pemtit for Phas.e I
WS-08-573 (200 M\\~ oflh. projC<:1 and withheld

isSUJDce of3 sile pemlll for~ IT (200
M\~ p<nding , showing ofneed.

Sibley Counry Wind Commission issued J site pennit for 3 20 S<p09
ProjKI MW wind projecl in Sibley Counry.
(Sibley \Vllld
Substation. llq
WS-08-20S
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Proj..ct T)'P" Nam.. (Dockft No.) Com.mission DedsiouJProj ..c( Dilft"-Dtscripdon

LakPll;nd Wind Couunission issued a sile ptnnit for :1 60 S<p09
Pow.... Plant MW \\·iud project in 8«ker. Clay. and
(l3keswind Power Olter Tail counties.
Pat1Jlm. uq
WS-08-1449

COlDJDunity Wind Commission issued a site permit for::l 30 Apr 09
~orrb .

~nv wind project in Lincoln County.
(COIlUllunity IVI1ld
Nortb.Uq
WS-08-1494

Grant Count)' Whld Commission issued a site pml1it for::l 20 Oc,09
(Gr.mt County Wind. MW nind project in Grant Ccunty.
uq
WS-09-341

);'oblfs Wind ProjKt Couuuission issued a site pmlut for::l 201 o.c 09
(<nXco) MW wind project in Nobles County with
WS-09-58-l the pmltit Innsferring to ).lortbem Stales

POWcf (NSP) upon sbolling .ba. NSP bas
assumed owntrShip of the project's
dc\'elopmOlI 3SStlS.

:\loljOlo Wintl Couul1issiou issued 3 site pennit for::l 31.5 o.c 09
Proj..ct MW nrind project in Bro\\ll and Redwood (order
(Morgan Wind cowlties, pmding)
Acquisition Group)
WS-09-360

Ken\'on Wind CODuuission a.nlelldtd the site pernlit for Feb 09
Pfoifet the Kenyon Wind Project. providing a two
(Kcrlyon Wind. uq year extension for obtaining a power
WS-05-1445 purcbase agrecmOlt and beginning

construcliOIt
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Attachment 3

HVTL Routing and Power PI.nt Siting
Full Pennitling Process

Mlnnesot. Rules 7850

Time-liM
nn.t I'tOfT'I ~pp;:ICauon
.)CC!p~ to pennn

iJKI5oKln· I ,eM

SCo9t of
EnV.ronrMfltal
~S~MWnC

(EIS)

0r.J!t EIS DeveIcped 3lCI-
PIlCI., MHongs and
Conment Period on

0r<1ll EJS •

Perm~ Docision by
P.....,lIWI••
Conmssion
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Attachment 4

HVTl Routing and Power Plant Siting
Altem<ttlve Pennitting Process

Minnesotll Rules 7850
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