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Introduction

The Laws of Minnesota, 1997, Chapter 3, Section 46, require that the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension, in conjunction with the criminal and juvenile justice information policy group, shall
report to the chairs of the committee on judiciary in the house of representatives and the senate
and the chair of the committee on crime prevention in the senate by January 15, 1998, a plan for
making public conviction data available at locations beyond the central office of the Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension.

This report will provide an update into the activities that have already occurred to date to meet
the requirement of providing public conviction data at various locations throughout Minnesota.

Background

In 1994, a legislative mandate was established to allow for public access to criminal history
information. The current system, which was created to satisfy this mandate, allows for the
retrieval of this data via one access point provided by a terminal housed in the lobby at the Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension Central Office in St. Paul, Minnesota. Thesystemmbl&sauserto
retrieve a record of an individual’s criminal hlstory upon entermgthat person’s exact name and
date of birth. Thereﬂ]ltsareeonﬁﬂed tO e PFNOARS!

from the last fifteen years.

Proposed Solution

The proposed system will allow for the transmission of the same set of information via the use of
Internet browser technology. The use of this technology will provide users with a friendlier
interface to the product, and will ultimately allow for broader dissemination of the information
beyond the central office of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. Such dissemination practices
are closer to the intent of the original legislation; in addition, the implementation of this
technology will also satisfy the needs of a new legislative mandate (Data Practices Bill, Special
Session 1, Chapter 3, S.F. 47, Section 46), which requires the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
to extend the availability of public criminal history information beyond the central office of the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. The use of this technology will also satisfy the requirements of
an additional legislative mandate (Data Practices Bill, Special Session 1, Chapter 3, S.F. 47,
Section 45), which requires the criminal and juvenile justice information policy group to facilitate
remote electronic access to public criminal history data for public defenders across the State. As
of the writing of this document, there is currently no means for State public defenders to access
criminal history data from remote locations.

The entire project was broken into three phases. We are currently working on Phase two of the
project by creating the Internet browser interface and supplying access to the Minnesota Public



Defenders statewide. In Phase 1 of this project, a demo was

using Internet browser technology to provide remote access to history information.
Portions of this demo were highlighted in a Legislative Hearing/on January 12, 1998, in which
Robert Sykora summarized the activities of the Minnesota of Public Defense in meeting the

aforementioned mandate regarding public defender access to history information. In the
second phase of this project, the public defender demo will be refined, changed, and expanded
into a production system, incorporate new features since the demo was produced, and ultimately
allow public defenders across the State of Minnesota to access criminal history information from
remote locations.

The application will be developed in accordance with the software development methodology
currently employed by the Office of Technical Support Services. Following the development of
the application, the system will be tested first by employees of the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension and, following this phase, will be tested by a small group of individuals from the
Public Defenders Board. The application will then be released to the group of State Public
Defenders in accordance with BCA procedure.

The system is being built to meet the immediate needs of the Minnesotx Public Defenders: ~Flmse——
three of the project will address the issue of getting public conviction data to the public
utilizing the Internet for access.

Requirements Review

The following section represents a review of the requirements documentation created in the initial
phase of this project and serves as a preface to the processing environment specifications which
follow.

Highlcvelrequir%entsoﬁhenewsysten.

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension has a need for remote access to crintinal h:story
information which will:

P_etmit county-level public defenders across the 87 counties in Minnesota to access criminal

rovide adequate system resources to ensure system reliability, increased geographic access and

hours of availability. Given the technical limitations of end user workstations (many
domtymhavemadnmwhlchmcapableoprpomngIanabNWtechnology),

i number of users during the first year of operation is around 40. The estimated number
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remote locations.
What Does the System Need To Aoeomplhh’
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