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History

Minnesota has had new installation inspections on all elevators for more than 40 years. The cities
of Minneapolis and St. Paul, which perform their own elevator inspections, also perform new
and existing elevator inspections.

In 2006, the State of Minnesota had five escalator accidents in locations outside of Minneapolis
and St. Paul. These accidents resulted in a heightened awareness about escalator safety in the
media and a number of legislative inquiries about why existing escalator devices did not have
some type of maintenance inspection to review whether the device was operating safely.

In response, the Department of Labor and Industry and representatives from the elevator industry
formed an elevator advisory committee to review the national model elevator code. The advisory
committee recommended using the national standards to create new rules that require an
inspection program to improve the maintenance and operation of existing elevators and
escalators in Minnesota.

These new rules required annual inspections and annual operating fees for all devices.

After the rules took effect, the Minnesota Legislature heard from owner groups representing non-
public devices and small churches and charged the department to establish an advisory
committee to review current procedures, permits and fees.

The 2009 legislative session amended 326B.163. It added two exceptions to the definition of
elevators that exempted churches and manlifts in grain elevators and feed mills from all new
installation inspections along with periodic inspections and fees for existing devices.

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 326B.163, subdivision 5, is amended to
read:

Subd. 5. Elevator. As used in this chapter, "elevator" means moving walks and
vertical transportation devices such as escalators, passenger elevators, freight elevators,
dumbwaiters, hand-powered elevators, endless belt lifts, and wheelchair platform lifts;
but, Elevator does not include:

(1) external temporary material lifts or temporary construction personnel elevators at
sites of construction of new or remodeled buildings;

(2) manlifts in grain elevators and feed mills subject to installation limitations under
Minnesota Rules, part 5205.0550-; or

(3) platform wheelchair lifts and elevators in churches.

EFFECTIVE DATE.This section is effective the day following final enactment.
Subdivision 5, clauses (2) and (3). expire on July 1, 2010.

The Legislature also charged the Department of Labor and Industry to establish an advisory
committee to review the current criteria for annual operating permits, fees, periodic inspections,
maintenance and qualifications of maintenance personnel.

Sec. 2. REGULATION OF ELEVATORS:; STUDY.

The Department of Labor and Industry shall establish an advisory committee to

review existing rules and laws relating to: special purpose lifts, hand elevators, platform
wheelchair lifts and elevators in churches, and manlifts in grain elevators, feed mills,
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and similar facilities not for public use. The department shall report to the legislature
by January 30, 2010, any statutory or rule changes needed to address the appropriate
maintenance criteria, qualifications of maintenance personnel, and annual operating
permits, inspections, audits, and fees for manlifts, hand elevators. platform wheelchair
lifts and elevators in churches, or special purpose lifts in grain elevators, feed mills, or
similar facilities not for public use.

The department established two advisory committees: one for churches and one for mantifts in
grain elevators and feed mills. Each committee conducted three meetings and shared e-mail
message discussions in between the meetings.

The department heard comments from many different industries represented on each committee.
The overall goal was to balance the safe operation of all existing elevator devices and provide a
cost-effective inspection program.

The department drafted proposals to each committee regarding reductions in inspection timelines
in churches without attached schools and non-public use devices in grain elevators and feed
mills.

The concepts and recommendations are as follows:

1. Clarify that all new installations of any elevator device, in any location, require new
installation, alteration and repair, permits and associated fees. Repairs and alterations are
defined in Minnesota Rules 1307.0030, subp. 1.

2. Establish three levels of existing elevator devices regarding timelines for periodic
inspections. _

a. Propose one-year, three-year and five-year inspection timelines.
b. Address which types of devices fit into each category.

3. Establish operating fees for each level requiring periodic inspections.

4. Establish in law an exemption for hand-powered manlifts and electric endless belt
manlifts exempting them from periodic inspections and operating fees.

5. The department will provide training and assistance to all industries regarding
qualifications of elevator maintenance personnel and when repair permits are required.

Attached is draft legislative language which the department believes meets the intent of its
charge in Chapter 76, Senate File 1425, 2009 Regular Session.
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Draft legislative language:
326B.163 DEFINITIONS; ELEVATORS.

Subd. 5. Elevator. As used in this chapter, "elevator" means moving walks and vertical

transportation devices such as escalators, passenger elevators, freight elevators, dumbwaiters,

hand-powered elevators, endless belt lifts, and wheelchair platform lifts. Elevator does not

include:

(1) external temporary material lifts or temporary construction personnel elevators at sites of
construction of new or remodeled buildings;

326B.184 FEES FOR LICENSURE AND PERMIT.

Subd. 2. Annual-eperating permit Operating permits and fees; periodic inspections.

(a) No person may operate an elevator without first obtaining an annual operating permit from
the department or a municipality authorized by subdivision 4 to issue annual operating permits.
A $100 annual operating permit fee must be paid to the department for each annual operating
permit issued by the department, except that the original annual operating permit must be
included in the permit fee for the initial installation of the elevator. Annual operating permits
must be issued at 12-month intervals from the date of the initial annual operating permit. For
each subsequent year, an owner must be granted an annual operating permit for the elevator upon
the owner's or owner's agent's submission of a form prescribed by the commissioner and
payment of the $100 fee. Each form must include the location of the elevator, the results of any
periodic test required by the code, and any other criteria established by rule. An annual operating
permit may be revoked by the commissioner upon an audit of the periodic testing results
submitted with the application or a failure to comply with elevator code requirements,
inspections, or any other law related to elevators.

Except for an initial operating permit fee, hand powered manlifts and electric endless belt
manlifts shall not be subject to a subsequent operating permit fee.

(b) All elevators shall be subject to periodic inspections by the department or a municipality
authorized by subdivision 4 to perform periodic inspections. Periodic inspections by the
department shall be performed at the following intervals:

1) A special purpose personnel elevator shall be subject to inspection not more than
once every five years;
i1) An elevator located within a church that does not have attached school facilities

shall be subject to inspection not more than once every three vyears:
ii)  All other elevators shall be subject to inspection not more than once each year.

Hand powered manlifts and electric endless belt manlifts are exempt from periodic inspections
pursuant to this subdivision.
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Advisory Committee on Manlifts in Grain Elevators and Feed Mills

Grain Elevator Memberships

Bob Zelenka

Executive Director

Minnesota Grain and Feed Association
3470 Washington Drive, Suite 200
Eagan, MN 55122

Phone 651-454-8212

Email: mgfa@usinternet.com

Stu Letcher

Safety and Health Director

Minpesota Grain and Feed Association
3470 Washington Drive, Suite 200
Eagan, MN 55122

Phone 651-454-8212

Email: sletcher@gra.midco.net

Ned Davis

Minnesota Grain and Feed Association
3470 Washington Drive, Suite 200
Eagan, MN 55122

Phone 651-454-8212

Email: bndavis@runestone.net

Elizabeth Rheingans

Safety Director

Safety Resource Alliance

63192 450" Street

Correll, MN 56227

Phone 320-304-1924

Email: liz.rheingans@agstatesgroup.com

Pete Mutschler,

CHS, Inc., Country Operations Group
5500 Cenex Drive

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
Email: pete.mutschler@chsinc.com

Scott Dubbelde

General Manager

Farmers Cooperative Elevator of Hanley Falls
1972 510th St. - PO Box 59

Hanley Falls, MN 56245

Phone: 507-768-3448

Email: fce@mvtvwireless.com

Steve Sturm

Grain Merchandiser

All American Co-op

113 4th St. SE - PO Box 125
Stewartville, MN 55976

Email: SSturm@allamericancoop.com

Tim Clay

Director of Environmental & Regulatory
Services

Cooperative Network

131 West Wilson St., Suite 400

Madison, WI 53703

Email: tim.clay@cooperativenetwork.coop

Mike Hagen

West Central Lift & Elevator, Inc.

PO Box 185

Kensington, MN 56343

Phone: 612-799-5627 or 952-486-8071
Email: elevator@runestone.net

Daryn McBeth, President

MN AgriGrowth Council

408 St. Peter Street, Suite 20

St. Paul, MN 55102

Phone: 651-905-8900

Email: daryn.mcbeth@agrigrowth.org

Dave Krejci

GEAPS

4248 Park Glen Road
Minneapolis, MN 55416
Phone: 952-928-4640
Email: davidk@geaps.com

Anthony Yount, Director of Safety
ConAgra Foods

1 Conagra Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Phone: 402-240-7388

Cell: 402-212-3186

Email: anthony.yount@conagrafoods.com

Craig Seim

Land O’ Lakes, Inc.

PO Box 64101, MS 2050

St. Paul, MN 55164-0101
Phone: 651-766-1683

Email: CASeim@landolakes.com
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Elevator Industry

Tom Branham

Elevator Consulting Services, Inc.

17595 Ttaly Court

Lakeville, MN 55044

Phone: 952-435-2429

Email: tom@elevatorconsultingservices.com

Darren Dejoy

Minnesota Elevator, Inc.

19336 607™ Avenue

Mankato, MN 56001

Phone: 507-245-4267

Email: Darren.Dejoy@minnesotaelevator.com

Don Kester

Schumacher Elevator Co.

One Schumacher Way

Denver, IA 50622

Phone: 319-406-1250

Email: donk@schumacherelevator.com

John Favro

Humphrey Manlift Lift Company, Inc.
4454 Morristown Blvd.

Faribault, MN 55021

Phone: 507-334-6193

Email: sales@humphrey-manlift.com

Gary Sondgeroth

PMI

3692 N Dayton Avenue
Ames, IA 50010

Phone: 515-232-2595
Email: gws@pmiiowa.com

Dave Aaserud

TUEC Local 9

433 Little Canada Rd E

Little Canada, MN 55117
Phone: 651-287-0819

Email: d.aaserud@local9.com

Inspectors
John Roche

City of St. Paul

375 Jackson Street, Ste 220

St. Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-248-0898

Email: john.roche@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Dan Hanggi

City of Minneapolis

250 S. 4™ Street, Rooom 300
Minneapolis, MN 55415
Phone: 612-673-2281

Email: Daniel.hanggi@ci.minneapolis.mn.us

Gary Reeves

MN Department of Labor and Industry
9743 CoRd 8 SW

Stewartville, MN 55976

Phone: 507-533-4280

Email: gary.reeves@state.mn.us

MNOSHA Representative

Bob Sarna

MN Department of Labor and Industry
2691 Hidden Lake Rd SW

Pillager, MN 56473

Phone: 218-746-3803

Email: bob.sarna(@state.mn.us

Legislator
State Senator Rod Skoe

Minnesota Senate

303 State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651-296-4196

Email: sen.rod.skoe(@senate. mn

DLI Staff

Steve Sviggum, Commissioner

MN Department of Labor and Industry
443 Lafayette Road North

St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: (651) 284-5010

E-mail: steve.sviggum@state.mn us

Page 6 of 8



Advisory Committee on Existing Elevator Regulation for Churches

Church Memberships

Ken Quass

Pine River United Methodist
POBox 111

Pine River MN 56474
Phone: 218-587-4079
Email: krquass@tds.net

Myra Giesener

Director of Facilities

Temple Israel in Minneapolis

2324 Emerson Avenue S
Minneapolis, MN 55405

Phone: 612-374-0318

Email: mgiesener@templeisrael.com

Wayne Bailey

Walker Church

2536 29" Avenue S
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-296-3505

Email: wayneb23@gmail.com

Pastor Bruce Falksen
Glendorado Lutheran Church
989 186™ Avenue NE
Princeton, MN 55371

Phone : 763-662-2511

Cell: 320-496-3757

Email: bfalksen@gmail.com

Pastor Adam Harvala

St. James Lutheran Church

300 Carter Avenue

Holland, MN 56139

Phone: 507-347-3357

Email: stjames@woodstocktel.net

Elevator Industry

Dennis Stocke

Van Deusen and Associates

8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Ste 920
Minneapolis, MN 55437

Phone: 612-363-7701

Email: dstocke@vdassoc.com

Greg Gehring

Elevator Consulting Services, Inc

17595 Ttaly Court

Lakeville, MN 55044

Phone: 651-335-6624

Email: greg@elevatorconsultingservices.com

Rich Wysocki

Schindler Elevator Corp

895 Blue Gentian Road

St. Paul, MN 55121

Phone: 651-406-5311

Email: Richard. wysocki@us.schindler.com

Bob Newstrom, President
Arrow Lift

205 W Second Street, Suite 200
Duluth, MN 55802

Phone: 218-279-6043

Email: BobN@Arrow-Lift.com

Jim Biagini

TUEC Local 9

433 Little Canada Rd E
Little Canada, MN 55117
Phone: 651-287-0819
Email: jbiagini@local9.com

Inspectors
John Roche

City of St. Paul

375 Jackson Street, Ste 220

St. Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-248-0898

Email: john.roche@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Dan Hanggi

City of Minneapolis

250 S. 4™ Street, Rooom 300

Minneapolis, MN 55415

Phone: 612-673-2281

Email: DanielLhanggi@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
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Todd King, Elevator Inspector

MN Department of Labor and Industry
1006 - 159™ Lane NW

Andover, MN 55304

Phone: 763-413-7221

Email: todd.king@state.mn.us

Architect

Gerhard Guth

Hammel, Green & Abrahamson, Inc.
701 Washington Avenue N
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1180
Phone: 612-758-4558

Email: gguth(@hga.com

Legislator
State Representative Rod Hamilton

Minnesota House of Representatives
209 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651-296-5373

Email: rep.rod.hamilton@house.mn

DLI Staff

Steve Sviggum, Commissioner

MN Department of Labor and Industry
443 Lafayette Road North

St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: (651) 284-5010

E-mail: steve.sviggum(@state.mn.us
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