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LETTER OF TR4NSMfTTAL

St, paul, Minnesota

July If 1947

To the Honorable'Luther W. Youngdahl, Governor:

I submit herewith a report containing real and personal pro

perty taxes, values, and mill rates for the calendar year ending

December 31, 1946, together with a summary of property taxation frQm

1924 to ~946 inclusive. A separate chapter in this report presents

a comparison of property taxes, values 1 and mill rates in Minnesota

between 1940, the first year before World WftT II, and 1946, the first

year after World War II.'

It is not the purpose of this report to interpret Minnesota's

property tax sys tem ,nor to make' recommendations concerning it but, in,~

stead, this report is presented as a statistical source book of ,infor·

mation on Minnesota's property taxes, values, and mill rates. I trust

this report will be of value to all state and local tax officials,

members of the Legislature, and ~tudents of Minnesota's tax problems.

Respectfully submitted,

q.' ,,"'"t~il.
.J, 'WARDSPAETH ­
Commissioner of Ta_ation



PRE F ACE

Despite the increasing importance of gasoline, income and inheritance taxes

as sources of revenue in Minnesota in recent years, the property tax continues to be

the most important source of revenue to all levels of government in Minnesota 'below

that of the state. Tax revenues from real and personal property account 'for53,5%

of· all revenues for county purposes, 65.6% of all revenues 'for city and village pur-

poses. (exclusive of school districts)-, 96.7% of all revenues for township purposes

(exclusive of school districts), and 62.8% of all revenues for school districts. (1)

Property tax revenues for state purposes account for only 4.7% of all state revenues."

More individuals in Minnesota pay real and/or personal property taxes than any other

tax, with the exception of gasoline taxes. Property taxes, therefore, are of can··

siderableinterest to the people of Minnesota and to all public officials in the

state.

The purpose of this report is 'to present up-'-to-date and detailed informa--

tion regard'ing property taxes, ,mill rates and property valuations in Minnesota, not

only for the state as a whole but· also for each count;)T. A subsequent report is'

planned covering similar data for all cities, villages, and townships in the state.

Emphasis in this report is placed upon 1946 property taxes, which were

payable in 1947, but consideration is also given to the effect o,f World War II upon

,Minnesota's property tax system. In addition, the trend in property taxation cover~

ing a period of twenty-three years is also presented.

(1) Report of the Public Examiner. on the Revenues, Ex'penditures, and Debts o/State
and Local Gave rnmen ts in Hi nne so ta fa r the year 1944, page 28:
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CHAPTER

PROPERTY TAXATION IN MINNESOTA

1921j.~ 191f6
TRENDS' IN TRUE AND FULL VALUATiONS

Before discussing the effect of World War II upon Minnesota's property tax' system~ it is
necessary to 'view property taxation in Minnesota' for a longer period than tile war years in order to
better understand the underlying trends in property taxes in this state . It is the purpose of this
chapter to briefly summarize and analyze property taxes, mill' rates and valuations for the twenty'~

three year period beginning in 1924 ahd ending in 1946·,

The property taxes paid by any individual property owner are determined by the'valuation of
his property on the one hand and the prope~ty tax mill rate in his partieular district on the other

hando . Any analysis of Minnesota's property taxes' for prior years must begin~ therefore" with 8.

study of the 'valuations subject to property taxes. The valuations of real and personal property
which have been placed on the assessment rolls by the local assessors in Minnesota are presented in

Table I, page 5, and alsQ in Chart I~ page 3 These .valuationS represent the true and full value of
the property as deternlin~d by the local aSSessor and equalized by.the local boards of review, county

boards of equalization and the state board of equalization. These "true and full value" valuations

are rlef~ned by statute as follows:

fl' True and full value' shall mean the usual selling price at the place where the
property to which tlie term is applied shall be at the "time of assessment~ being
the price which could be obtained therefor at private sale and not at a forced or

auction sale."

Under Minnesota's claSSified property laws, this true and full valuation is not the valuation upon
which the property tax is calculated, but~ in a very real sense, it is the valuation upon which pro·

perty taxes' are ultimately levied. (For a comparison of true and full values with' taxable values,

see Appendix A, page 51).

Inspection of Table I, page 5, reveals that the true and full valuation of real property

in Minnesota decreased'f'airly'steadiiy from 1926 to 1944. In 1944, tbe true and full valuation of
real property was over $1~200,000,OOO less tha.n·in 1926, However" it" should be noted that'real pro~.

perty valuations increased in 1945 and 1946, rising $58,000,000 above the 1944 total. During the
same period, the true and f'ullvaluation of personal property has fluctuated, decreasing from a
high point- in 1929 to a low point in 1935 and steadily rising there.af'ter to a level in 1946 nearly

$160,000,000 higher than:in 1929. These fluctnations:in the valuation of personal property subject
to taxation are to be expected. of course. since personal property consists· of'such'items as inven
tories, livestock, etc., which are greatly effected by changes in the business cycle When real and
personal property valuations are combined, it should be noted that the true and full valuation of
all real and personal property subject to taxation is. nearly $1,000,000,000 less in 1946 than it·was
in 19240 The true and full 'valuation of real property was 25,,2% less in 1946 than in 1924 but it
should'be noted' that personal property true and full'valuations were nearly 19%'higher in 1946 than
they were in 1924. .

The decline in real property valuations during the last twenty-three years is the result of
a mnnber of causes o First~ the depression period of the 1930' s caused large amounts of property to
be forfeited to the stateD Senond, many thousands or tons of iron ore were remoyed from t~e state,
which removal resulted in a permanently lower valuation of iron ore property, Third. the exemption

of property 'used for federal, state, municipal and church purposes has steadil~T increased and this
property has been permanently removed from the tax rolls. Many other factors occasioned this reduc,·

tion in true and full valuation of real property but itds readily apparent that the ones mentioned

- 4-



TAQlE I

TRUE AND FUEL VALUE OF REAL AKD PERSONAL PROPERTY
1921j. - 191j.6

True and Full VaTuatJ6ns

Year

1924

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

Real (a)
Property

$4, 524,880, 600

4; 624,880,500

4; 632, 560, 490

4, 632, 560, 490

4,526,666, 338

4, 626, 666, 338

4,433,946,563

4,433,946,663

3,823,367,004

3,823,357,004

3,.691,040,347

3, -691,040,347

3,497,087,774

3,497,087,774

3,377,938,807

3,377,938; 807

3,339,038,969

3,339,038,969

3, 348,602,686

3,348,602,686

3,326,932,624

3, 32~, 932, 624

3,385; 200,421

%of
1924

100.0%

100~ 2

100.2

100.0

100.0

98.0

98.0

84.6

79.4

79.4

77.3

77.3

74.7

74.7

73.8

74.0

74.0

73.6

73,5

74.8

Personal
Property

$860,364,846

873,231,741

869, 160,766

876,613, 588

874,988,060

882,414,932

858,993,188

800,909,401

705; 273,'001

676,731,153

663, 638, 310

530, 375, 375

710, 394, 396

742, 17.0, 564

737,650,336

706,881; 246

736,082; 848

738,274,341

858,008,462

935,610,342

934,908,302

98.0,033,862

1,.021,770,917

%of
1924

101..6%

101..0

101. 9

101. 7

102.6

99.8

93.1

82.0

78.5

77.1

61. 6

82.6

86.3

85.7

82;2

86.6

85'.8

99.7

108.7

108.7

113.9

118.8

Total
Real and Personal

Property

$5,385; 235, 346

5, 398, 112, 241

6,401,711,266

5, 409, 164, 078

5, 401, 554, 388

5,408,981, 270

5; 292,939,761

5,234,855,964

4,628,630,005

4, 499, 0'88, 157

4, 254, 678, 667

4, 121,415,722

4;207,482, 170

4, 239, 268, 338

4, 115, 589, 143

4, 084, 820, 052

4,074,121,807

4, 077, 313, 300

4; 206, 611, ,1.48

4,284, 113,028

4; 261,840,926

4, 306,966, 486

4,406,971, 338

%of
1924

100.2%

100.3

100.4

100.3

100.4

98.3

97.2

84.1

83.5

79.0

76.6

78,1

78.7

76.4

76 •.8

75.6

75.7

78.1

79.6

79. i

80.0

81.8

(a) Since reaL property is· assessed in the even-numbered year, these
vaLuations are carried over to the fo'Howing year aLso.

- 5 -



TABLE II

COMPARJ SON OF REAL ANI) PERSONAl PROPERTY TAXES 1924- - 19LJ.6

Year Real Property Taxes Personal property Taxes
Total Real and

of Personal Property Taxes
Levy

I % of Amount I % of Amount ,. % of
Amount 1924 1924 1924

1924. $ 96,390, 140 $15,348, 060 (CY) $111,738,200

1925 101, 196, 340 105.0% 15,311,930{a). 99.8% . 116,508,270 104.3%

1926 98,.807, 381 102.5 14,680; 25l(a) 95.6 113, 487, 632 101. 6

1927 105,425, 193 109.4 15, 423,883( a) 100.5 120; 849, 076 108.2

1928 104;223, 172 108.1 15,555, 057{a)' 101.3 119,778; 229 107.2

1929 107, 959; 431 112.0 15,895,60T(a) 103.6 123,855,038 110.8

1930 106,913,425 110;9 15,034,216(a) 98.0 121,947,641 109. l'

1931 )05,094,607 109.0 13,675,599 (a) 89.1 118,770,206 106.3

1932 94,886,613 98.4 11,852,34l(a) 77.2 106,738,954 95.5

.1933 97; 547, 938 101.2 11,464, 931(a) 74.7 109, 012,869 97.6

1934 95,915, 639(a) 99.5 13,417; 80'4(a) 87.4 109, 333, 443 97.8

1935 96, 977, 102 100.6 13, 608, 493 88.7 110, 585, 595 99.0

1936 95,738,335 99.3 14, 68.3, 138 95.7 110,421,473 98.8

1937 96, 356, 889 100.0 16,084,182 104.8 112, 441, 071 100.6 .

1938 94,599,456 98.1 16, 586, 871 108.1 111, 186, 327 99.5

1939 95,606,023 99.2 16,231,348 105.8 111, 837, 371 100.1

1940 93,953,537 97.5 16,589; 539 108.1 110, 543, 076 98.9

1941 93,752;899 97.3 15,997, 196 104.2 109,750,095 98;2

1942 92;854, 746 96.3 17,186,473 112.0 110, 041; 219 98.5

1943 92,247,073 95.7 18,044,048 117.6 110,291,121 98.7

1944 93,965,491 97,5 19,191,412 125.0 113, 156, 903 101. 3

1945 103,307,658 107.2 22, 507, 536 146.6 125, 815, .194 112.6

1946 111, 546, 030 115.7 25,254,211 164.5 136, 800, 241 122.4

(a) Estimated

- 6 -
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are the principal factors. These factors apparently have had a sufficiently large enough~influence

to more .than offset the increases in bUilding and. the introduction of new businesses in the State. (1)

TRENDS IN PROPERTY' TAXES

What changes had been occurring in the taxes upon real and personal property. in this twenty­
three year period? The real and personal property taxes levied (but not necessarily paid) .. for the
years 1924 to 1946 are presented in Table II, page 6, and are also shown graphically in Chart II,
page 7. 'in 1946, real property taxes were 15.7%' higper than. in 1924 and personal property taxes
were 68.4% higher in 1946 than in 1924. Real and personal property taxes combined were 23%' higher
in 1946 than, in 1924., 'Total property taxes of $136,800, 24L in 1946 represented 'the highest property
taX levy ever before attained'inMinnesota, exceeding the previous peak in 1929.byhearly $11,000,009.
Fluctuations in real property taxes have never been as marked as the fluctuations in personal pro­
perty taxes (see Chart III, page 9) 0 This chart graphically illustrates the fact that personal
property taxes fluctuated with the business cycle and emphasizes the relative stability of real pro­
perty taxes. In ten of the twenty~three years, from 1924 to 1946, real property taxes declined to a
level below that of 1924. It should be noted that from 1936 to 1944dnelusive, real property taxes
remained below the 1924 'level. . In 1945, however, real, property taxes increased over the precedi,ng
yearby $9,500,000 which represented the greatest amollnt of increase from one year to the next ever
before. registered in,Minnesota. In 1946, real property taxes increased nearly $8,000,000 above the
1945level. Real property taxes, therefore have increased over $17,-500,000 in the last: two years.
It is well lmown this increase in property taxes has been caused principally:by the rise in, the
price level in the last two years, which has forced local governments to spend more dollars in order

to provide the same services which they had prior to the war.

Personal property taxes declined below the 1l}24 level in only eight years out of the twenty­
three year period' from '19,24 to ,1946 inclusiveo Unlike, real property taxes, which remained below ,the,
1924 level from 1937 to 1944 inclusive,personal property taxes steadily increased in this period.
As in' the case of real property taxes, however, personal property taxes. increased very sharply
from 1944 to 1945 rising by more than $4~500,OOO and again increased in 1946, rising'by more than
$2;.500,000 above the 1945 level. . In "two years, personal property taxes .in Minnesota have' increased
over $6,000,000.

If we compare real property taxes lyi th the true and full' valua tion' of real property, in;th,e

period from 1924 to 1946, we find that· while' real property taxes were remairdng fairly stable, real
property valuations were steadily decreasing. These reJationships can only mean that the dollar,
b.urden of real property taxes upon thevalua tion of real property has been in,creased 'in the last
twenty--three years.' This fact' is graphically shown in Chart IV, page 10. In 1924, t:n.e ave,rage
amount of real property' taxes paid upon ~ach $100 of true and full'Valuation amounted to $2.13. In
'1946, the -average' amount of real property taxes paid on each $100 of true and full valuation of ,real
property amounted to $3.30. In Short, the burden o~ real property taxes-upoh the dollar valuation
of real prop~rty was nearly, 55% greate7 in 1946 than it was ih 1924. (see Table III, page 1;1;). 'It

should be noted'that the dollar burden of taxes upon rewl property has been steadily increasing
sinoe 192!-' and only during World War II' was this increasing trend held in checIc.

We have already noted (see Table I, page 5 ) that personal property true and full valuations'
were nearly 19%' higher in 1946 than they we re in 1924 and we have' also' noted; (see 'table iI, page 6)
that pers,onal property taxes' were 'over 68% higher in 1946 than in 1924. These two facts, indi­
cate that the dollar burden of personal property taxes is higher in 1946 than it was in 1924. 1his fact

is borne out in Table III, page 11: personal property taxes ,amounted'to $2.57 per $100 of valuation
in 1946as~omparedwi th $10 78, in 1924, an ihcrease of nearly 39%. 'As would be expected, the dO,l~ar'

burden of. personal property taxes has fluctuated more than in the case of real property. The average

(1) Fo'r a detai~ed state11!ent of thee/fect of the Homestead Low rate of vaLuation. see'Hat/ida,
R. Fo ana Sule·rua, A; C. "Homestead Preference in the Minnesota prope1'ty Pax 'System"~ BuHe·'ti17; of
the NationaL Pax Association, ].farch., 19lf.7. .' ' .
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TABLE III

REAL A,NO PERSONAL PROPERTY TA,XES PER $100 OF TRUE ,AN 0 FULL VALU All ON
192q - 19 q.6

Total Real and
Real property per Cent Personal Property per Cent Personal Property Per Cent

Taxes per $100 of of Taxes per $100 of of Taxes per $100 of of
Year Full Valuat ion 1924 Full Valuation 1924 Full Valuation 1924

1924 $2.13 $1. 78 $2.07

1926 2.24 106.2% 1.77 99.4% 2.16 104.3%

1926 2.18 102.3 1.72 96.6 2.10 101. 4

1927 2.32 108.9 1. 78 100.0 2.24 108.2

1928 2.30 108.0 1.80 101.1 2.22 107.2

1929 2.38 111.7 1. 99 111.8 2,32 112.1

1930 2.41 113.1 1. 78 100.0 2,31 111.6

1931 2.37 111. 3 1.74 97.8 2,27 109.7

1932 2.48 116.4 1. 72 96.6 2.86 114.0

1933 2.66 119.7 1. 74 9,7.8 2.48 117.4

1934 '2'.67, 126.4 2.07 116.3 2:68 12406

1986 2,70 126.8, 2.63 147.8 2.69 130.0

1986 2.1'4 128.6 2.12 119.1 2.63 127.0

1937 2.76, 129.6 2.22 124.7 2.66 128.6

19'88 2.8Q 131~4 2.80 129.2 2.71 180.9

1939 2.88 132.9 2.34 181. 6 2.76 132.8

1940 2.8'1 181.,9 2.30 129.2 2.72 131. 4

1941 2.81 181. 9 2.22 124.7 2.70 130.4

1942 2.77 130.0 2.06 116.2 2.62 126.6

1948 2.76 129.1 1.98 111.2 2.68 124.6

1944 2.82 182.4 2.10 118; 0 2.66 128.6

1946 8.10 146.6 2.36 132.0 2.98 141.6

1946 3.30 164.9 2..47 138.8 8.10 149.8
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burden of personal property taxes has remained considerably lower than the average burden of real
property taxes primarily because of two reasons: First, the average ratio of assessed'value of per­
sonal property to true and full value of personal property is considerably, lower than the corres­
ponding ratio for real property and second, the application of the $100 taxable:credit to personal
property, which amounts to $400 of true and full value, tends to reduce the personal propertyvalua­
tions ordinarily subject to property tax mill rates, Becal1se of these differences' in asseSsment
ratios, it should be noted that' the burden of personal property' taxes in terms of dollars' has not
increased as much as it has for real property,

In the preceding paragraph, the burden of property taxes was measured' in terms of the dollar
amounts of property taxes but if we are to draw any.conclusions as to the real' burden of property
taxes over the period covered by this report, 'it will be necessary to adjust these dollar amounts' to
take account of changes in population and. changes in per capita incomes, Obviously, if the popula­
tion of the state were increasing, an increasing amount of property taxes would not indicate as in­
creasing burden of property taxes, Examination of Table IV, page 13, reveals ehat Minnesota's
population gradually increased from 1924 to 1940. .From 1940 to 1946, the only available estimate of
Minnesota's population does not include persons who left Minnesota to serve in the armed forces and
the population figures for these years are not very useful for purposes of comparing Per capita pro­
perty taxes in this periodo In the absence of any accurate estimation of Minnesota's population, it
is probably best to assume that Minnesota's 1946 population is approximately the, same as its 1940
population, Inspection of Table IV, page 13, reveals that per capita true and full valuations of
real property decreased gradually from 1924 to 1940 and then increased slightly during the war
period, w:ith per capita real property valuations in 1946 estimated to be only 67% of what they were
in 1924, This percentage should be compared with Column'2 of Table I, page 5, in which 1946 true
and full valuations of real property were found to be approximately 75% of the 1924 total. During.
the same period, the 'per capita personal property true and full valuations (see Table IV, page 13)
fluctuated more Widely than the per capita' real property valuations, .From 1924 to 1935, personal
property per capita true and full values· rapidly decreased and since 1935, they have gradually in­
creased. Pet'sona:l. property per capita true and fulLvalues are estimated to be nearly 7% higher in
1946 than they were in 19240 Comparison of this percentage with the percentage' increase' in personal
property valuations, as shown in Table I, page 5:, reveals that personal property true and full

valuations, when adjusted for population'change, did not increase as ~uch as the dollar amounts
woul~ indicate.

Since 1929, the United States Department of Commerce haS. pl,lblished. an estimate of the per.
capi taincome.in Minnesota. I t is interesting .to compare the pe,r capi ta' incane in Minnesota, from
1929 to 1946 inclUSive, with the per capita true and full valuations of property. This comparison
is presented in. Table V, page 140 It is apparent that fltlctuations. in per c'api ta income are more
affected by cyclical fluctuations than are 'valuations of property. During the depression period
from 1929 to. 1935, per capita incomes'decreased more rapiClly than per . capita property v a1uationsbut
in the yeat's since 1935', per capita incomes' have i'ncrea-sed at a phenomenal rate While per capita
property valuations have continued to decline.

TRENDS IN TAXABLE VALUAT IONS

In the preceding paragraphs, the valuati.on figures presented were true and full values"
Under Minnesota's classified prope.rty tax system, real and personal property taxes are levied upon
the taxable valuation and not ~pon the true and full valuation, The differences between true and
full valuations and taxable valuations are indica ted in Table VI, page 15" .From this table, it
should be noted that no class of property is assessed at its'full'value'but instead, the percentage
of true and full value varies from as low as· 5% to as high as 50%. The effec t of thiS class if.tca­
tion of property at varying percentages of true'andfull value' can be observed in. Table VI.; For

example, although the true and full v.alue of personal property amou'nted to over $1,000,000,000 in
1946, the value· finally used for tax purposes was' $280, 738,0'000 Similarly, the' true and full

- 12 -



TABLE I V

PER CAPITA TRUE AND FULL' VALUATIONS
OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, 192q. M 194-6

Total
Real and

% of Real % of Personal % of personal % of. Year Population 1924 Property 1924 Property 1924 Property 1924

1924 2,465,000 $1,836 $349 $2, 185

1925 2,482,000 100.7% 1,823 99.3% 352 100.8% 2,175 99.6%

1926 2, 499,000 10104 1,814 98.8 348 99.7 2,162 98.9

1927 2, 577,000 104.5 1,759 95.8 340 97.4 2,099 96.1

1928 2, 534, 000 102.8 1,786 97.3 345 98.8' 2,131 97.5

1929 2,551,000 103.6 1,774 . 96.6 346 99.1 2, 129 97.0

1930 2, 572, 380 104.4 1,724 93.9 334 95.7 2,058 94.2

1931 2,599,825 105.5 1,705 92.9 3.08 88.2 2,013 92.1

1932 2,622, 191 106.4 1,458 79.4 269 77.1 1,727 79.0

1933 2,642,844 . 107.2 1,447 78.8 255 ,73.1 1,702 77.9

1934 2,665, 127 108.1 1,347 73.4 249 ~1.3 1, 596 73.0

1935 2,687,835 109 •. 0 1,336 72.8 197 56.4 1,533 70.2

1936 2,706.873 109.8 1,292 70.4 262 75.1 1,554 71.1

1937 2,725,260 110'.6 . 1,283 69.9 272 77.9 1,555 71.2

1938 2,748,,908 111. 5 1,229 66.9 268 76.8 1,497 68.5

1939 2,773,601 112.5 1,218 66.3 255 73.1 1,473 67.4

1940(a 2,.794,-371 113.4 1, 195 65.1 263 75.4 1,458 66.7

19U 2,754,725 111.8 1,212 66.0 268 76.8 1,480 67.7

1942 2, 658, 168 107.8 1,260 68.6 323 92.6 1,583' 72.4

1943 2, ,558, 085 103.8 1,309 71.3 366 104.9 1,675 76.6

1944 2, 49.4, 945 101.2 1,'333 72.6 375 107.4 1,708 78.2

1945 21 484,993 100.8 1,339 72.9 394 112.9 1,733 79.3

1946 2,741,283(0) 111.2 1,235 67.3 373 106,9 1,608 73.6

(a) Estimated civiHan pOjYuLation as oj JuZy 1 for years 19lf.O through 191f.5.
(b) Estimated by NationaZ Association of 'fax Administrators.'
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TABLE V

PER CAPITA INCOME PAID, PER CAPITA TRUE AND FULL PROPERTY VALUATIONS,
AND PER CAPITA TAXABLE PROPERTY VALUATIONS IN MINNESOTA, 1929-19q6

Per Capita Per Capita True and Per Capita
Income Full ·Va1uations Taxable Valuations

Year Population

I I IAmount Per Cent Amount Per Cent Amount Per Cent
of 1929 of 1929 of 1929

1929 2,651,000 $ 571 $2, 120 $763

1930 2,572,380 537 96.0% 2,058 97.1~ 739 96.8%

1931 2, 599, 825 469 80.4 2,013 95.0 725 96.0

1932 2,622, 191 343 60.1 1,727 81, 6 624 81.8

1933 2,642,844 329 57.6 1,702 80.3 612 80.2

1934 2,666, 127 377 66.0 1,696 75.3 524 68.7

1935 2,687,835 420 73.6 1,533 72.3 619 68.0

1936 2,706,873 492 86.2 1,554 73.3 507 66.4

1937 2,126,260 513 89.8 1,565 73.4 603 65.9

1938 2,748,908 481 84.2 1,497 70.6 484 63.4

1939 2,773,601 499 87.4 1,473 69·.6 476 62;4

1940 (a) 2,794, 371 509 89.1 1,468 68 •. 8 467 61.2

1941 2,754,.725 689 103.2 1,480 69.8 469 61.6

1942 2,658, 168 769 132.9 1,623 70.0 491 64.4

1943 2,568,086 916 160.2 1; 675 79.0 613 67;·2

1944 2, 494,946 968 169.6 1,708 80.6 623 68.6

1946 2,.484,993 1,061 186.8 1,733 81.7 525 68.8

1946 2,741,283(b) 1,114 196.1 1,608 75.8 487 63.8

(a) Estimated popuLation as· of JuLy 1 for years 19LJO through 19LJ5.

(b) Estimated by NationaL Association of Tax Administrators.
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TABLE VI

TRUE AND FULL VALUE AND ESTIMATED ASSESSED V4LUE OF
REAL AND PERSONAL .PROPERTY BY CLASSES, 1911-6

(000 Omitted)

r·

""'01

I

Class

1 Mines and Unmined Iron Ore

I-A Products of Blast Furnaces

2 Household Goods

3 Rural Non-homestead Real Estate and
Business Personal Property

3-A Farm Products in Hands of Producers

3-B Rural Homestead Real Estate

3-C Urban Homestead Real Estate

3-D .Livestock and Farm Hachinery

4 Urban Non-homestead Real Estate and·
all other Personal Property

Special Classes·

Assessed Value
(Percent of

Ful1 and True)

50%
15%

25%

33-11 3%

10%

20%

25%

20%

40%

5%

Personal Property

True and Assessed
Full Value ·Value

$ 6,637 $ 3,318

154 23

183,801 45,950

375,040 125,013

15,685 1,568

--- ---
........ - ---

348,627 69,725

87,284 34,914

4,543 227

-Real Prop~rty:

Tr·ue and I ·Assessed
Full Value Value

--
$ 240,'689 $' 120,345

--- ---
--- -"-,-.

1, 034, 916 344,972

--- ~" ..... --

469,960 91,992

751; 287 187,822

--- ----

898,348 359,339

--- ---

Total

*·PersonaL property oj e~ectric Light and power
companies outside oj corporate Limits.

$1,021,771 $280,788 $3,385,200 $ 1, 104,470



TABLE VII

TAXABLE VALUATIONS OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
19211- - 19116

Year Real Property personal Property Total

of

I
IPer Cent IPer CentLevy Taxable Value per Cent Taxable Value Taxable Value

of 1924 of 1924 of 1924

1924 $1,708,434,922 $242,871, 326 $1,951, 306, 248

1925 1,717,788,473 100.5% 235, 911, 813 97.1% 1,953,700, 286 100.1%

1926 1, 714, 148, 222 100.3 232, 609, 468 95.8 1,946,757,690 99.8

1927 1,715, 735,463 100.4 228,275,651 94.0 1,944,011, 114 99.6

1928 1,709,390,913 100.1 230,602,427 94.9 1,939,993,340 99.4

1929 1,715,451,965 100.4 232; 261, 524 95.6 1,947,713,489 99.8

1930 1,676, 116,620 98.1 223,349,068 92.0 1,899,465,688 97.3

1931 1,680, 184,868 98.3 204,058; 784 84.0 1,884, 243, 652 96.6

1932 1,462,910.578 85.6 172,837,642 71. 2 I, 635, 748, 220 83.8

1933 1,461,84'8,897 85.6 155,892,465 64.2 1,617,741,362 82.9

1934 1, 244,970,658 72.9 151,882,975 62.5 1,396,853,633 71.6

1935 1,238,227,106 72.5 155, 548, 863 64.0 1, 393,775,969 71.4

1936 I, 205, 877, 006 7-0.6 166,093, 508 68.4 1,371,970,514 70.3

1937 1,196,715,753 70.0 175,420,839 72.2 1, 372, 136, 592 70.3

1938 1, 154, 375, 619 67.6 176,553,061 72.7 1, 330, 928, 680 68.2

1939 .1,147,921,313 67.2 173,504,673 71. 4. 1,321,425,986 67.7

1940 1, 125,69'6,720 65.9 178,294,401 73.4 1, 303,991, 121 66.8

1941 I, 121, 904, 465 65.7 171;856,188 70.8 1,293,760,653 66.3

1942 I, 116, 537, 281 65.4 187,857,584 77.3 1,304,394,865 66.8

1943 1, 109,691,791 65.0 202,069,'823 83.2 1, 311, 761, 6 14 67.2

1944 1,097,774,061 64.3 207,125,646 85.3 1,304,899,706 66.9

1945 1,085, 596, 928 63.5 218,677,458 90.0 I, 304, 274, 386 66.8

1946 1, 104,897,009 64.7 230,731,577 95.0 1, 335,628,586 68.4
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value of real property in 1946, which amounted to $3)385,000,000, was reduced for tax purposes to

$1, 104,000,000" (1)

In Table VII, page 16" the taxable valuations of real and personal property for the years
1924 to 1946 are presented. If we compare this table with Table I, page 5, it can be seen that the

effect of Minnesota's classified tax law has been to reduce the property valuations subject to taxa­
tion to a greater .extent than the reduction in the true and full valtIewould' indicate. In 1946, the

true and full valuations of real estate were approximately 25% lower than they were in 1924 but the
taxable valuatiQUs of real property were over 35% less ih 1946 than they were in 19240 The effect
of the classification law is, even more marked upon personal property, The true and full valuation

of Personal property in 1946 was nearly 19% higher than it was in 1924 but the taxable vaJ-uation of
personal property was 5% less than it was in 19240 Taxable valuations 'are presented graphically in
Chart V, page 17, and a comparis.on of taxable values and true and full'valUes is presented'in Chart

VI, page 18"

When taxable valuations are adjusted for population~ the resul ting per capita taxable values

reveal an even greater decrease. than indicated in Table VII; page 16. :{leI' capita taxable valuatiens
for both real and personal prop~rty i\re presented in Table VIII, page: 20, ,From this table,. it should

be noted that the per capita taxable valuation of real property' in: 1946 was 42% less' than it was in

1924 and the per capita taxableva~uation of personal property was over 15%'les8 than it was in ,19240

Changes in the classification law since 1924 and. a greater emphasis upon the assessment of

personal property since 1940 have' resUlted in a shin iI:! the proportion of the total taxablevalua­
tions conds ting of real and personal' property (see Table IX, page 21) 0 In 1924, 8706% of all
taxablevaiuationS 'consisted of the valuation of real property but in 1946 real property valuations

amohnted to only 82.7% of total valuati(),us. From this table,i't should also be noted that the
proportion of valuation consis ting ?f real property increased in the depression years' from 1930 to
1934. This is to 'be. expected, of course, because real property 'valuations are less subject to
c.yclical movements than personal, propertyvaluationso

. .

The relationship between taxable values 'and property taxes is presented in the 'last two

columns of Table X, page 220 It should be noted that tax'levies per $100 of taxable value were

nearly 79% nigher in 1946 than they. were in 1924, wpereas, tax levies per $100 of true and full
valuation were approximately.50% higher, thap they were'in 1924.

TR~~DS IN PROPERTY TAX MILL ~ATES

From the preceding tables, we haye'noted that property, taxes have increased since 1924 and
property' taxable'valuations, upOn which these taxes are levied, have decreased since 192i. This',"can
on,ly mean, therefore, that, property tax inill'rates have increased ,Since 1924. "This 1s true because
property tax mill rates represent 'ine,rely the ratio between property taxes and'.taxabJ,e ·valuations•
.The property tax mill' r!'lte. is secured'by diViding property taxes ,by taXable valuations"Wi th' proper~

ty taxes increasing and taxablevaltia t.tons' decreasing, the resulting ratio must hecessarily increase
This can be observed by examinihg Table XI, page 25,. and Chart yII; page 23, in which average mill

rates are presented for the years from 1924 to ;1.946. ,In 1924,' tHe average state inill· rate'was 57;26
mills' and in 1946, the average mill rate had lncreaseq, £0102042 'millsoInsp~ctionof this table
also reveals' that the increase in the average'state mill rate nas ''Qeen accompanied by a general
upward shift in property tax mill rateso For example, the highest coUnty average inill rate in 1924

was 157.46 mills,whlle; in 1946, the ,higpes tcounty average mill' rate was 188 ;58 mills" Similarly,

the lowest county average inill rate in 1924 was 30.84 mills while ih 1946, the lowest county average
mill rate was 67.85 miEso

(1) 'l'he'vaLues given are "assessed vaLues" but' the vaLue upon which tax Levies ar€Pjinany spread by
the county auditor is' the "taxabLe vaLue", which is'the assessed vaLue reduced by the personaL
property credit oj $100 to each taxpayer •.
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TABLE VIII

PER CAP ITA TAXABLE VALUATIONS
OF REAL AN I) PERSONAL PROPERTY, 1921l - 191J6

Total
Red and

Real $of Personal %of Personal %of
Year Property 1924 Property 1924 Property 1924

1924 $693 $99 $792

1925 692 99.9% 95 96.0% 787 99.4%

1926 686 99.0 93 93.9 779 98.4

1927 666 96.1 88 88.9 754 95.2

1928 675 97.4 91 91.9 766 96.7

1929 672 97.0 91 91.9 763 96.3

1930 652 94.1 87 87.9 739 93.3

1931 . 646 93.2 79 79.8 725 91.5

1932 558 80.5 66 66.7 624 78.8

1933 553 79.8 59 59.6 612 77.3

1934 467 67.4 57 57.6 524 66.2

1935 461 66.5 58 58.6 519 65.5

1936 446 64.4 61 61.6 507 64.0

1937 439 63.3 64 64.6 503 63.5

1938 420 60.6 64 64.6 484 61.1

1939 414 59.7 62 62.6 476 60.1

1940 403 58.2 64 64.6 467 59.0

1941 407 58.7 62 62.6 469 59.2

1942 420 60 ;6 71 71.7 491 62.0

1943 434 62.6 79 79.8 513 64.8

1944 440 63;5 83 83.8 523 66.0

1945 437 63.1 88 88.9 525 66.8

1946 403 58.2 84 84.8 487 61,5
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TABLE IX

TAXABLIE VALUATIONS OF REAL,AND PE,RSONALPROPERTY, StlOWING PER CENT.
OF TOTAL TAXABLE VALUE ·BY. YEARS: 192~'" t9~6

Year Real Property Personal Property Total

of Taxable Value I Per Cent Taxable Value I
Per Cent Taxable Value Iper Cent

Levy of Total of Total of Total

1924 $1,708, 434, 922 87.6% $242,871,326 12.4% $1,951,806,248 100%

. 1925 1,717,788,473 87.9 235,911,813 12.1 1, 958,700,286 100

1926 1,714, 148,222 88.0 232,609,468 12.0 I, 946, 757, 690 100

}~27 1,715,735,463 88.3 228, 275,651 11.7 1, 944, 011, 114 100

1928 1,709,390,913 88.1 230,602,427 11.9 1,939,998,340 100

1929 1,715,451,965 88.1 232, 261, 524 11.9 1,947,713,489 100

1930. 1,676, 116,620 88.2 223, 349,068 11.8 1,899,465,688 100

1931 1,680,184,868 89.2 204,058,784 10.8 I, 884,243, 652 100

1932 1,462,910,578 89.4 172,837,642 10.6 I, 635,748,220 100

1933 1,461,848,897 90.4 155,892,465 9.6 1,617,741,362 100

1934 1,244,970,658 89.1 151,882,975 10.9 1,396,858,6'88 100 .

1985 I, 238,227, 106 88.8 155,548,863 11.2 I, 898,775,969 100

1936 1, 205, 877, 006 87.9 166,098,508 12.1 1,371,970,514 100

1987 1, 196,715,753 87.2 175,420,889 12.8 1, 872, 136, 592 100

1988 . I, 154,375, 619 86.7 176, 553, 061 18.3 1, 880, 928,680 100

1989 1,147,921,813 86.9 173,504,673 13.1 I, 821, 425,986 100,.

1940 1, 125,696,720 86.3 178,294,401 18.7 1,303,991,121 100

1941 1,121,904;465 86.7 171,856, 188 13.3 1,293; 760,653 100

1942 1,116,537,281 85.6 187,857,584 14.4. 1,304,'894,865 100

1943 1,109,691,791 84,6 202,069,823 15.4 1,811,761,614 100

1944 I, 097, 774, 061 84.1 207,125,645 15.9 1,304,899,706 100

1945 1,085,596,'928 83.2 218,677,458 16.8 1, 304,274, 386 100

1946 1, 104,897, 009 82.7 280,731,577 17.8 I, 885; 628, 586 100



TABLE X

TAX LEVY PER $100 OF TRUE ANn FULL VALUATlON AND TAXABLE VALUE
OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, 1921l - 19116

True and Full Taxable Real and
Tax Levy per '$100 of Tax Levy per $100

Year Valuat ions of Valuations of l'ersonal
True & Full Valuation Taxable Value

of Real and Personal Real and Personal Property Amount I% Increase Amount I% IncreaseLev)' Property proper'ty Tax Levies over 1924 over 1924

1924 $5,385, 235, 346 $1,961,306,248 $111,738,200 $2.07 $5.73

1925 5,398,112,241 1, 953,700, ,286 116,667,205 2.16 4.3% 5.97 4.2%

1926 5, 401, 711, 256 I, 946,767,690 113,753,423 2.11 1,9 5.84 1.9

1927 5,409, 164,078 I, 944, 011, 114 121,061,698 2.24 8.2 6.23 8.7

1928 6, 401,554, 388 1,939,993,340 119,983,387 2.22 7.2 6.18 7.8

1929 5, 408,981,270 1,947,713,489 125,494,781 2.32 12.1 6.44 12.4

1930 5,292,939,751 1,899,465,688 122, 186,244 2.31 11,6 6.43 12,2

1931 5,234,865,964 I, 884, 243,652 119,044,062 2.27 9.7 6.32 10.3

1932 4,528,630,005 1,635,748,220 107,011,558 2.36 14.0 6.54 14.1

1933 4,499,088,157 1,617,741,362 109,293,338 2.43 17.4 6.76 18.0

1934 4,254,678,657 1,396,853,633 109,652,952 2.58 24.6 7.85 37.0

1935 4, 121, 415,722 1,393,775,969 110,916,049 2.69 30.0 7.96 38.9

1936 4,207,482,170 1,371,970,514 110,768,827 2.63 27.0 8.07 40.8

1937 4,239,258,338 1,372,136,592 112, 807,843 2.66 28.5 8.22 43.4

1938 4, 115, 589, 143 I, 330,928, 680 111,576,632 2.71 30.9 8.38 46.2

1939 4,084,820,052 I, 321, 425,986 112,173,909 2.75 32.8 8.49 48.2

1940 4,074, 121,807 I, 303,991, 121 110,890, 177 2.72 31.4 8.60 48.3

1941 4,077,313, 300 1,293,760,6'53 110, 115,680 2.70 30.4 8.51 48.5

1942 4, 206, 611, 148 I, 3Q4, 394,865 110,041,219 2.62 26.6 8.44 47.3

1943 4,284, 113,028 1,311,761,614 110,291,121 2.57 24.2 8.41 46.8

1944 4,261,840,926 1,304,899,706 113, 156,903 2.66 28.5 8.67 51.3

1945 4,306,966,486 I, 304, 274, 386 125,816, 194 2.92 41.1 9.65 68.4

1946 4, 406, 971, 338 1, 335, 628, 586 136,800, 241 3.10 49.8 10.24 78.7
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SUMMARY

From the preceding paragraphs, certain definite facts regarding Minnesota's propG~ty

taxes, values, and millra:tes for th~ last twent~-three ye~rs can be statedo First, th~ true and
full valuation of real property has been steadily decreasing since 1924 with the exception of the
last· two years in which there has been a slight increase in real property values, However, in 1946,
real property valuations were over ~% less than they were in 19240 Second, the taxable valuation
of real property h~s also been declining since 1924 and .in 1946 was over 35% less than it was in
19240 Third, real property taxes have fluct.lla.ted over the twenty-three years from 1924 to 1946, but
in 1946, real property taxes were nearly 16% higher than they were in 19240 Fourth, personal proper­
ty true and full valuations have fluctuated considerably during the last twenty-three years and in
1946 were nearly 19% higher than they wer.e in 19240 Fifth, taxable valuations of personal property
have· also fluctuated c?nsiderably in the last twenty-three years partly because of fluctuations in
the business cycle and partly because of changes in the Minnesota classified property taxo In 1946,
the taxable valuation of personal property was 5% less than it was in 19240 Sixth, personal property
taxes have varied considerably in the last twenty-three years and in 1946 were nearly 65% higher
than they were in 1924'0 Seventh, with decreasing taxable valuations on the one hand and increasing
property taxes on the other han~ property tax mill rates have gradually risen, particularly in the
last-two years, and the average property tax mill rate was nearly 90% higher in 1946 than in 1924

When ~roperty taxes and values are adjusted for changes in population, the conclusions
stated above are not appreciably changed. In terms ·of the dollar amount of.property taxes related
to the doll~r valuation of property, real property taxes were 55% higher in 1946 than they were in
1924 and personal property taxes were 39% highero

, I','
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TULE XI

,AVERAGE MILL RATES BY YEARS, 192ij - 19ij6

Year ' Average Highest County Lowest County ,Rangeof Sta.te , ,Average Average ICol. ' 2 }!inus Col. 3)Levy Hi:\.1 Rat.e( a) Ni:\.1 Rate (b) Hi:\.1 Rate

(1) (2) (3)

,1924 67.26 167.46 80.84 126.62

1926 69.72 146;82 , 82.92 113.90

1926 68;40 167.31 31.03 126.28'

1927 62.16 167.49 34.10 123.39

1928 61. 22 172.68 34.6() 137,.98

1929 63; 69 16'9.46 82.66 136.89

1930 64.20 177.60 86.5~ 141. 01

1931 68.08 166.61 33.97 132.64

1932 66.26 212.99 87.85 175.14

1933 67~88 201.46 38.64 162.82

'1984 78.27 264.07 41.84 222.23

1935 79.34 304.40 41:55 262.85

1936 80.48 272.80 44.35 227: 95

1937 81. 96 249.42 44.82 205.10

1938 88.64 282.81 44.21 288.60

1989 84.68 226; 46 43.58 182.88

1940 84~ 77 186.01 43.11 141. 90

1941 84.88 191. 96 43.68 148.38

1942 84.86 208.85 46.64 158.21

1948 (;4.08 196.94 44.40 152.64

1944 86.72 181.62 48.86, 183.16

1945 96.46 19.9.48 58.25 141.18

1946 102.42 188.68 67.86 120.78

(a) Secured by dividin~ totaVtax Levies joran gover171llentaL units by' total taxable
value of real and ersonaL property. ,

(b) County average mill rates secured by dividing total tax' levies jor all govern-
mental units within each county by' total taxable vaLues.
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CHAPTER II

MINNESOTA'S PROPERTY TAXES, VALUES, AND MILL RATES

19lj.O - 191j.6

In the preceding chapter, Minnesota's property taxes, values and mill rates were p~esented

for the twenty-three year period from 1924 to 1946 inclusiveo It is the purpose of this chapter to
present the same information for the seven year period from 194{) to 1946 inclusive, with particular
emphasis upon a comparison between 1940, the firs t full year before World War II, and 1946, the first
:full yea!' after World War Ilo In this chapter, we will try to answer the question: How does Minne­
sota's pre-war property tax system,compare with,its present system?

TRUE AND FULL PROPERTY VALUATIONS, 1911-0 - 191j.6

In 1946, the true and full value of real property in Minnesota was only slightly higher
than it was in 1940 but the true and full value of personal property was 39% higher than in 19400
Real and personal property true and full valuations, from 1940 to 1946, are presented below:

TABLE XII

TRU£ AND FULL VALUATIONS OF REAL PROPERTY AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
AS EQUALIZED BY S:rATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION IN MINNESOTA, 191j.0 - 191j.6

True and Full Valuations

Total
Year of Real (aj %of Personal % of Real and Personal % of

Assessment Property 1940 Property 1940 Property 1940

1940 $3,339,038,959 -- $735,082,8'48 -- $4.074, 121,807 --

1941 3,339,038,959 100.0% 738,274,341 100.4% 4,077,313,300 100.1%

1942 3, 348,602, 68"6 102.3 858,008,462 116.7 4,206,611, i48 103.2

1943 3, 348,602,686 H)2.3 935,510,342 127.3 4,284, 113,028 105.2

1944 3, 326, 932,624 99.6 934,908,302 127.2 4, 26 1, 840, 926 104.6

1945 3,326,932,624 99.6 980,033,862 133.3 4,306, 966, 486 105,7

1946 3, .'185,200,421 101.4 1; 021, 770,917 139.0 4,406,971,338 108.2

(aj Since rea~ property is assessed in the even-numbered year, these valuationS are carried over
to the jo~lowing year also.

From the above table,i t Should be noted that Minnesota emerged from World War I I with approximately
the same true and full real, property valuations that it had before the war: real property true and
full valuations were $3,385;200,421 in 1946 as compared with $3,339,038,959 in 1940, B,n increase of
104%0 On the other hand, personal property true and full valuations were over $2B5,OOO,OOO higher
in 1946 than they were in 1940, riSing from $735,082;848 in 1940 to $1,021,770; 917 in 1946, an
increase of 39%. Personal property true and full valuations have increased in importance, rising
from 22% of total true and full valuations in 1940 to' 30% in 19460 Combined real and personal
property true and full valuations were 802% higher in 1946 than in 1940.
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TABLE XIII

TRUE AND FULL VALUATIONS, ~y CLASSES, OF REAL AND PERSOMALPROPERTY
194-0 and 19q.6
(000 Om i tted)

Assessed Value I Personal ,Property I Real Property

(Percent 'of
Full and True) I 1940 1946 1940 1946

,.

50% $ 12,918 $ 6,63'1 $ 352,307 $ 240,689

15% 154

25% 141,992 183,801."

33/113% 401,273 375,040 I 1,034,434 I 1,034,916

10% ' : 106,523 15,685

20%

I
423,805

I
459, 960

26% 588,846 751,287

20% 348,627

40% 72,376 87,284 I 938, 167 I 898,:348

5% 4,543

Class

1 Hines and Unmined I ron Ore

I-A Produ(;ts, uf Blast Furnaces

~ 2 Household Goods

3 Rural Non:"homestead Real Estate and
Business personal Property

3-A Farm prod;;cb in Hands: of; Producers

3'B ]{ural Homestead Real E's',at'e

.3-C Urban Homestead Real Estate

3·D 11.vestock and Farm Hacilinery

.4 Urban Non-,-homestead Real Estate and
'all' "ther Person,al Property

Special Classes •

Total $735,082 $1,021,771 $3,337,559 M, 385, 200

* Personal prC!perty oj Eli-ed'· 'k Hght and power
companies outside of corporate Limits.



The changes which have occurred in the various classes o~ real and personal property from
1940 to 1946 can be observed by inspection o~ Table XIII, page 27' It should be noted that the net
decrease in the true and full valuation o~ unmined iron ore ~rom 1940 to 1946, as a result o~ large
withdrawals of iron ore during the war, was so great that it was nearly sufficient to o~fset in­
creases in all other classes o~ real property. Rural non-homestead real estate remained practically
unchanged from 1940 to 1946 but rural homestead real estate increased approximately $36,000,Oro. The
largest increase in real property true and full valuations occurred· in urban homestead real estate
which increased over $162,000,000, rising· from $588,846,000 in 1940 to $751,287,000 in 1946. urban
non~homestead real estate decreased during the war an.d was approximately $40,000,000 less in 1946
than it had· been in 1940. The increase in personal property true and full valuations in 1940 appears
to have been brought about by a combination of two factors: (1) a change in the classification of
certain personal property items and (2) an increase in the valuation of certain classes of personal
property. The decrease in the personal property in Class 1 apparently represents the depletion of
stock piles of iron ore arising from war time demands. Despite war time shortages in consumers'
durable goods, the true and fitllvaluation o~ household goods was $42,000,000 higher in 1946 than it
had been in 1940. Business personal property on the other hand was $26,000,000 less in 1946, part
o~ which decrease is accounted~or by the depletion of retail and Wholesale stocks at the end of the
war and part of which is the result of the changing of livestock .(except horses) . from Class 3 at
33-1/3% to Class 3-D at 00% and of changing horses and farm machinery fl'om a 10% classification to a
00% classification. Livestock and farm machinery accotmt~or a considerable part of the increase in
personal property valuations which occurred· from 1940 to 19i6.

PROPERTY TAXES, 1940 - 19ija

Property taxes remained relatively unchanged during World War II, but wi th the cessation of
hostilities, the lifting of .war time restrictions upon materialS, and the rise in the price level,
the expenditures of local governments in Minne$ota greatly increased. In 1945 and 1946, property
taxes in Minnesota reached an all time peak and in 1946 were nearly·~%higher than they had been in
194.0. (See Table XIV below).

TABLE XIV

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES, 19ijO - 19ija

Year
Taxes Upon Taxes Upon Total Taxes

Property
Real Estate Personal Property

Tax is % of %of % ofLevied" Amount
1940

Amount 1940
Amount 1940

1940 $ 93,958, 537 -- $16, 589, 539 -- $110,543,076 --
1941 93,752,899 99.8% 15,997, 196 96.4% 109,750,095 99.8%

1942 92,854,746 98.8 17,186,473 103.6 110,041,219 99.5

.
1948 92,247,073 98.2 18,044,048 108.8 110,291, 121 99.8

1944 93,965,491 100.0 19,191,412 115.7 113, 156,908 102.4

1945 103,307,658 110.0 22, 507, 536 135.7 125, 815, 194 113.8

1946 111,5.46,030 118.7 25, 254, 211 152.2 136,800,241 123.8

* fhese taxes are payabLe in the jonowl,ng year.
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Real property tax'es w'ere $111,546~030 in 1946 as compared with $93,953,537 in 1940, an in­
crease of nearly 19%, Personal property taxes increased over 52% from 1940 to 1946, rising from
$16,589,539 to $25, 2M, 211~ As mentioned in Chapter I the principal cause of these higher property
taxes has been the rise in the price level in the last two years which has necessitated the expendi~

ture of more money by local 'governments in order to provide the same, services which had :been provided
before the war.

When we. compare the changes,which haye occurred in tr~e and full v~luations pf property in
the last seven years ·wJ.tlh:,the chan!ieswhich have, occurred in property, taxes, we find that the dolhit'
burden of prop~rtytaxes' is 14% h~gher, now than tt'wasbefore the war" (See' Table XV below)"

, '. ~ .

TABLE XV

COMPARISON OF 'TRUE AND FULL VALUATIONS OF REAL
AND PERSONA['PROPERTYMITH TOTAL TAX LEVIES

19110 - 19ij6

1940 $4,074, 121; 807 $110,890,177

1941 4,077; 313, 300 110, 115,680

1942 4, 206,611, 148 110, 041', 210

1943 4,284, 113,028 110,291, 121

1944 4,261,840,926 113, 156,903

1945 4,306,966,486 125, 815, 194

1946 4, 406, 971, 338 136,800, 241

,,'

Year
of

Assessment

True and Full
'Valuations
of Re",l and

PersOnal Property"

Amount

Total Pro,perty
Taxes 'Levied Upon

Valuations 'in
'Column 1

~ount

Total Tax
Levies per

$100 of Trlie
and Full

Valuations

Amount Per cent
of 1940

;'

$2.72 =.=..-

2.70 99.3%

2.62 96,3

2.57 94.5

2.66 97.8

2.92 107; 4

3.10 114.0

From the above table, it should be noted that property taxes which averaged $2.72 per $100 of true
and full valuation in 1940 have increased to $3.10 in 1946, an increase of 14%. In the preceding
table, real and personal property taxes and values were combined but when we separate this combined
total into its real and personal property elements, we find that the dollar burden of real property
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taxes is higher than the dollar burden of personal property taxes. In Table XVI below, real property
taxes per $100 of true and full valuation are presented:

TABLE XVI

TAX LEVY PER $100 OF TRUE AND FULL VALUE
OF REAL PROPERTY, 19\1.0 - 19\1.6

Tax Levy per $100 of
Year & Full

True & Full Value
of True Tax

Levy Values Levies 1\Inount % Increase
over 1940

1940 $3,339,038,959 $ 93,953,537 $2.81
.

1941 3,339, 038, 959 93,752,899 2.81

1942 3,348,602,686 92,854,746 2.77 * 1.4%

1943 3,348,602,686 92,247,073 2.75 * 2.1

1944 3,326,932,624 93,965,491 2.82 .3

1945 3,326,932,624 103,307,658 3.10 10.3

1946 3,385,200,421 111,546,030 3.30 17.4

* Decrease

Real property taxes per $100 of true and full valuation were $3.30 in 1946 as comparedwith·$2081 in
1940, which represents an increase of over 17%. Personal property taxes in relation to personal
property valuations did not increase as much as real property taxes. (See Table XVII below).

TABLE XVII

TAX LEVY PER $100 OF TRUE AND FULL VALUE
OF PERSONAL PROPERTY, 19\1.0 - 19\1.6

Tax Levy per $100 of
Year True & Full Tax

True & Full Value
of Values Levies % IncreaseLevy Amount over 1940

1940 $735,082,848 $16, 589, 539 $2.26

1941 738,274,341 15,997, 196 2.17 * 3.1%

1942 858,008,462 17,186,473 2.00 *11. 5

1943 935,510; 342 18,044,048 1. 93 *14.6

1944 934,908,302 19, 191, 412 2.05 * 9.3

1945 980,033,862 22,507,536 2.30 1.8

1946 1,021,770,917 25, 254, 211 2.47 9.3

* Decrease
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In 1940, personal propertytax:es were $2026 per $100 of' true and full valuation while in 1946 this
ratio had increased to $2,47, representing an increase of' slightly over 9;9'", While the dollat' burden
of' both real and personal property taxes has increased in the last two years, the increase in the
dollar burden of' real property taxes has been almost double that of' personal proper'ty taxes,

In the preceding paragraphs, the relationship of' property taxes to property valuations was
presented without regard to popu+atiopoHoweverif' there had been an increase in population f'rom
1940 to .1946, property taxes and prop.erty valuations could; have increased without chfmging the
amount applicable to each person, Because of the great shifts in population which o~cul'red during
the war, it is almost impo~sible to secure a reliable estimate of Minnesota's population during the
war period. The United States Department of CommeJ'ce, Bureau of' the Census, issued estimated popula~

tion f'igures f'or Minnesota f'rom 1940 to 1945 but these figures were very greatly inf'luenced by the
entry of' persons .from Minnesota into the armed f'orces, Caution should be exercised in USing per
capita f'igures based upon estimated civilian population because the reduction of' population by the
number of' persons in the armed services tends to make the resulting per capita figures higher than
they properly should be. With' the end or the war and the return of' a great many persqns f'rom the
armed services to Minnesota, there has been an increase in Minnesota's population but the extent of
this increase is dif'ficult to measureo From the best available estjmates, it does not appear that
Minnesota's population in 1946 was any larger than it was in 19400 In the population figure 1'91'
1946 for Minnesota presented below, the 1945 civilian population has been increased by the number of.'
persons who entered the armed services f'rom Minnesota. N'o attempt has been made to estimate the
shif't in civilian population which occ'urred at the end of' the war as a resul t of' the closing down of
many war plants in Minnesota. These qualif'ications should be borne in mind when interpreting the
table given below:

TABLE XVIII

COMPARISON. ~F -,eRCAPrTA REAL AftD PERSORAL PROPJRTY
VALUAHONS .WITH PER,CAPITA TAX LEVIES t 19lJ.O -19lJ.6

Per Capita True Per Cent Per Capita Tax Per Cent
Year and Full Valuations of Levies Excluding ofof Real and PersO,nal 1940

Special. ]940Property Assessments

1940 $1,458 -- $39,.68 ...... -~

1941 1,480 !OL 5% 39.97 100.7%

1942 1,583 108.6 41. 40 104.3

1943 1,675 114.9 43.11 108,6

1944 1,708 117.1 45. 35 1J.4.3

1945 1,733 118.9 50~63 127.6

1946 1,608 110.3 49.89 125.7

From the table given above, it appears that the per capita true and' full valuation of' all real and
personal property in Minnesota was slightly over 10% higher in 1946 than it was in 19~0 and per
capita property taxes were nearly 26~ highero Even when adjusted for population, therefore, Minne~
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sota~ s property taxes appear to have ihcreased faster than the increase in valuations when both
taxes and values are adjusted for population change.

TAXABLE VALUES, 19QO - 19Q6

The valuations presented in the preceding paragraphs have been true and'fullval:ues~ which
represent the assessor's estimate of the value of the property~ but under Minnesota's classified
property tax system~ each class of property is valued for tax purposes at varying percentages of its
true and full value. The taxable value of property~ therefore~ represents the valuatiQn used by the
county auditor when he spreads the property tax ,levies. These valuations are presen'ted in the table
below:

TABLE XIX

TAXABLE VALUATIONS OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY~ 19QO - r9Q6

i'

Year of
Assessment

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

I !I

II
Taxable Valuations,

Real % of Personal % of Total
Property 1940 Property 1940 Real and Personal

Property" "

$1,U5,696,720 -- $178,294,401 -- $1,303,.991,121

1,121,904,465 99.7% 171,856,188 96.4% 1,293, 7tH), 653
, "

!
. ,~

1, 116, 537, 281 99.2 187,857,584 105.4 1,304,394,865
", ".'.;

1, 109,691,791 98.6 202,069,823 113.3 h3U, 761,6·14
",' '; ,.. ;

1, ,097,774,061 97.5 207, 125,645 116.2 1,; 304,899"706,, , ,

1, 304, 274, 386
. ,'.

1,085,596,928 96.4 218,677,458 122.6

1, 104,897,009 98.2 230,731,577 129.4 I, 335,628, 586

% of
1940

~9.,2%"

100.0

100.1

100.0

102.4

From the above table~ it should be'noted that real property taxable valuations declined fairly
steadily throughout the war and in 1946 were nearly 2% less than they were in 1940. TheSe taxable
valuations Should be compared wi til real property true and full valuations in Table XII, page 26, !l;nc1
With Table XIII, page 27. Because the greatest decline in true and full valuations occ~rred in
Class 1 'property, unmined iron ore Which is &ssessedat 50% of its value for tax purposes, and be~

cause the greatest increase in true and full valuations. occurred in urban homestead property, which
is assessed at 25% of its true and full value for the first $1000, it should be noved that taxable
valuations of real property' have actually declined slightly from 1940 to JIl46 while true 'and full
valuations have increased slightly in the sllI11e period. The taxable valua'tion of personal:pt'operty
was 29% greater in 1946 than in 1940. Becavse personal property taxable valuations account for
approximately one-fifth of the total valuat-ions, the increase inpersonal property taxable valuations
had a relatively slight effect' upon the combined' total of real and personal, property taxable valua'~

tions.

When taxable valuations are adjusted fop population, we find that per capita taxable real
property valuations were the same in 1946 as tl1ey were' in 1940. Per capita perSonal property, valua~,

tions amounted to $84 in 1946 as compared with ~64 in 1~40, most of'which increase toOk place dur1ng
the war years. (See Table XX). ,.,
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TABLE XX

PER CAPITA TAXABLE VALUATIONS
OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, 1911-0 - 1'911-6

per Capita TaxableVa1.uat ion

Real Personal Total
Year Population Real and Personai

Property Property Property

1940 (a) 2,794.371 $403 $64 $467

1941 2,754.725 407 62 469

1942 2,658, 168 420 71 491

1943 2,558, 085 434 79 513

1944 2,494,945 440 83 523

1945 2,484,993 437 88 525

1946 (b) 2,741.823 403 84 487

(a) Estimated popuLation as of JuLy 1 for years given (U. S. Department of Commerce).
(b) popuLation estimated by NationaL Association of fax Administrators.

COMPARISON OF PER CAPITA I.COME, PROPERTY TAXES, AND PROPERTY VALUES

Per capita income payments to individuals in Minnesota are estimated by the united States
Department of Commerce each year. If we assume that the receipt of income by property owners
parallels the income received by all persons in Minnesota, we' can then compare per capita property
taxes and values wi th per capita' incomes and draw some conclusions as to the "real burden" of prow
erty taxeS. A comparison of per capita income and per capita property taxes is presented below:

TABLE XXI

COMPARISON OF PER CAPITA PROPERTY TAX WITH
PER tAPITA INCOME IN MINNESOTA 1911-0 - 1911-6

Per Capita Property Tax per Capita Income, (aj . Per Capita
£~erty Tax

Year Per Cent per Cent per Cent of

AmOl,1nt of Amount of per Capita

1940 1940
Income

1940 $39.68 -- $ 509 -- 7.,8%

1941 39.97 100.7% 589 115.7% 6.8

1942 41.40 104,3 759 149.1 5.4

1943 43.11 108.6 915 179.8 4.7

1944 45.35 114.3 968 190.2 4.7

1945 50.63 127.6 1,061 208.4 4.8
.

1946 49.89 125.7 1,114 218.9 4.5

(a) U. S. Department Of Commerce except fOr' 191J6 which is estimated by this department.
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Per capita incomes in Minnesota have increased phenomenally since 1940, rising from $009 to $1,114,

an increase of 119%, During the same pe:l.'iod~ Minnesota per capita property taxes have increased
nearly 26%, In 1940~ property taxes averaged '(,,8% of income payment:;;, while in 1946~ property taxes
amounted to only 4i5% of income payments 0 On the average, it appears that the higher property taxes
in 1946 are easier to pay than they were in 1.94.00 A compa~'ison of per capt til, income and per capita
true and full values and per capita taxable values is presented in Table XXII below:

TABLE XXI ~

PER CAPITA INCOME PAID, PER CAPITA TRUE AND FULL PROPERTYVAlUATtONS f

AND PER CAPITA TaXABLE PROPBRTY VALUAT!ONS IN MINNESOTA, !9QO=!9Q6

per Capita Per Capita True and Pel C~.pita
Income ;a) Full Valuati0ns T6.xable Va!.uO\tions

Year populatien
Amount per Cent .!\mount per Cent Amount Per Cent

of 1940 of 1940 of 1940

1940 2,794,37 i (b) $ 509 < .... $1,458 $ 467 :."--,,-

1941 2,754,725 589 115,7% 1,480 101,5% 469 1M, Hi

1942 2,658,.168 759 149,1 1,583 108.6 491 105.1

1943 2, 558,085 915 179,8 1,675 114.9 513 109,8

1944 2,494,945 968 J.90.2 1,708 117.2 523 112.0

1945 2,484,993 1,061 208.4 1,733 118.9 525 112.4

1946 2,741,823 (e) 1,114 218.,9 1,608 110,3 487 104.3

fa) TJ. S.Departmentof Commerce,. except fa'" 19L16 7Ji7,ich is esti:mat;~d by this department.
(b) Estimated popuLation a·.S' of JuLy 1 f01" Y(!'M'S given. (Tl. S, DepO/dment of Commenoe)
(c) PoPu~ation estimated by llaUona!. A,5$ociati.on of J!w>.: M//II,!M.stnl.to"oJ

HOMESTEAD· AND NON~HOMESTEADTAXABlE VALUES~ 19~O = 19~6

During World War II, property enjoying the low rate or valuation under the homestead class~

ification gradually increased in Minnesota while all othel'.wnon~homesteadnproperty gradually
declined. This can be observed by examination' or Table XXIII presented below:

TABLE XX! I (

COMPARISON OF HOMESTEAD AND NO~-HOMESTEAD

TAXABLE VALUES, !9·ttO " !9Q,6

Homestead Non-Homestead

Year
Taxable Valuations Taxable Valuations

Amount PeT Cent of Amount Per Cent of
Yearly Total Yearly Total

1940 $231,869, 556 17.78% $1,072, 121,565 82.22%

1941 243, 540, 278 18,82 1; 050,220,375 81.18

1942 252, 578, 597 19.36 J., 051, 816, 268 80.64

i943 256, 241, 076 19,53 1.055, 520,538 80.47

1944 260,040,908 19,93 1,.044,858,798 80.07

1945 267,571,845 20 51 1,036,702,541 79.49

1946 279,860,376 20,95 1; 055, 768,. 210 79.05



In 1946, homestead taxah:~.,;" ve,:~uatiOYV,reN~ nearly $OOlOOO,OOO gr eat€1r than they w,!;]'" 1n 1940 iJ.,nd
non-homesteadvaluationo; were \'1'earl~r $16,Offi,OOO less in 1946 than they weJre in 1940, The proportion

of the total taxable value corwisting of homestead taxable valuation has gradually increased since
1940. In 1940, 17,8% of' total taxable valus.tions wM homestead taxable values but In 1946, homestead

valuations accounted foi' near1;\" 21% of' t;;»taIQ;axable 'I'alnes, Thi0 trend of .in'~ll'·ea§ing homestead
taxable values is one of' the factors acco~mting for an increase in property tax mill P.ates in recent

years.

AVERAGE MILL RATES, i9ijO e 19qQ

We have already noted that property taxes were higher in 1946 than in 1940 and that property
valuations during the same period have increased only slightly. As a consequence, it is to be

expected that property tax mill rates will' be found' to have increased since 19400 This conclusion
is borne out in Table XXIV; 'belo'll:

TABLE XXIV

Average Per Cent Highest County' Lowe3l; County
Year Mill of Average Average

Rate (a) 1940 Nill Rate ( b) HiE Rate

1940 84.77 -- 185,01 43,11

1941 84.83 100. t 191. 96 43.58

1942 84,36 99.5 203.85 45.64

1943 84,08 99,2 196,94 44.40

1944 86.72 102,3 181. 52 48.36

1945 96.46 113.8 199.43 58.25

1946 102.42 120.8 188,58 67,85

(a)

(b)

Secured by di-viCling tota! ta,," kvies for an govenWlenta~units by
taxab ~e va~ue of rhH and persona], proper'ty.
county average mi ~ ~ rates secured by dividing tota~ tax ~e'uies for
governmenta~unitswHlv!,n ,3a.;h, county by total. taxab7.p. values,

tota~

an

In 1940, the average property tax mill'rate waS 84.77 but in 1946, this average rate had
increased to 102.42, an increase of nearly 21%. It Should also be noted from the table given above
that the spread between the lowest county a:veragemill rate and the highest county average mill rate
waS appreciably Smaller in 1946 than in 1940. In 1940" the highest county average mill :rate wa.s
185.01 and the lowest county average mill rate in that year waS 43 .11, a dif'ference of 141.00. In

1946, however, the highest county average mill rate had increased only three points to 188.58 while
the lowest county average mill rate had inci'eased nearly twenty~four points to 67.85, a difference

of 120.73. This is an indication. that the Inc~'",ase in the average state mnl rat'8 ii'J'being brought
about more by an increase in the low mill rate districts than it is 'by an increase in the high mil'.l

rate districts.
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TABLE XXV

STATE PROPERTY TAX LEVIES FOR STATE PURPOSES ONLY, BY YEAR OF LEVY, 19ijO ~ 19ij6

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 194£ 1946

General Revenueo C;I ~'"'.,, ..·t,·t!· ..·f;>'.Ib'Il; fIJ'\l>' I:l'/b' b·" ...· • <b'I!>' "" -." .. Il.> ...~;". It'll $".......... ,- •• $01,24,9,,762 $ 62,963 $. ~ ,' .. It (to''-. ," $••••••••• $2, 581, 388 $3,030,059

General SchooL ................................. , .... 1,072, 122 1,050,220 1,049,389 O ••• O.'.l> ·'" ... ". • /16. £"30" .. '" " ~ ~ -, ..
Road and Bridge............................:.......... 1, Q72, 122 •••• -.p ,',,'. II ......... D •• ,'(1',' p", • "!' .. Ol>t. ~ ~ •• ,; • '~ t. • .,,& •• (. .. " •

Educational Building............................. 150,097 210,004 0 •••••••• .......... • '.0 II " ••• """"'6'''. 316,731

General University•• , ................. " .......... 246,587 241,551 241.359 242,772 240,317 238,442 242,827

Soldiers' Relief.................~., ............. , 107, 212 105,022 104,939 105,552 104, 486 103,670 105, 577

I ExecQtive Council,

~
State Board of Relief. ............ '" ....... ;. 321,636 220,546 1, 101,858 274,436 • oliO G,gO'll' .. <; " .. 6 ("'& 6 • 105,577

O'l Teachers' Retirement ......... ~ ..... " .•.••••.•••••• 289, 384 270,034 270, 250 331,858 299, 352 266,.951 291,452

National Guard Armories•••.• , •.•••••••.•••••••• 1\ DO ••.Oll" 12,938 GO'", GO"O. o ,; ~ " 0 " 0 0 ~ • 0 ••• ~ to •• " • f' '" • ~: '/I •• • f '" '" '" I> '" ~ •

Red Lake Game Preserve•••••••••••••••.••••••••• 42,885 84,018 65,749 e < : ~ •._ II•• ~ • .,e.lItO .. 0 e .......... ll. t:- ,_ '. ~ e • ~ ~ ..

State Buil(iing•.••• , ., •••••••••••••..••• , ••••••• 260,798 116,438 503, 965 253, 325 407, 495 549,452 549,000

Reforestation and Flood ContY.'ol. ••••. , •• ,~ •••. 0. 64,3.26 126,026 65,749 (> t ~. ~ ' ~ - ....-' .. ' t. '" t " .. I> ~ -, .. It e It •• f .. .. ,- .. ~ .... ,,!-!- b!'.·

Marshall Count~ Re£brestltiO.u.................. 10,721 52,511 .. e 00 ""It'" G;' ,. e ",,<I, e ~ • • I> ._ .. It .. " .. e ! I> .. ~ ~ • e ~ ~ l. .., ~ " "-

Minnesota Public Relief••••••••••. , .•• ,." ••• ~ ••. 7,048,818 5, 230,098 3,735,818 2,707,409 1, 400, 107 1,731, 295 1,319,712
State Hospi tal.. " ....................... , , •••• ,.• 182, £59 181, 126 157.797 .. f. q ~ .......... 143, 539 143,470 120,207
Old Age Assist·ance"........ ,,, ................... 21,442 252,053 619,139 327,211 334,353 321,378 .. " 1> t. • .. .. ~ ~

Rural Credi t j)eficiency••••• " •• , ... ;, •• ,., ..••••• <> .. 0 .... 0 ...... Oll 00) .... Olt .. 1,722,620 1,574, 119 1,892, 100 1,891,202 1,816,455
School Di~strict Relief. ........................... 00 ....... D ..... I> .. ~ II .. It I.... 62,963 58,054 52,243 62,202 52,788
Minnesota Metropolitan Airports.................... ~ " " .............. .. <>0 ."0'" ...... "Il .. " .. I> " .... " .... "a. 114,934 114,037 116,135
Hayo Memozoial Building............................ .. G' ........ I ..... " .... " .... 6 " ... ".~ '" ." "" ...... ,·e 0 ... 11 .... 393,947 401,192
St·ate Employees' Retiremen·t..................... .. 00 Q .. '-0"" •• 10 •••.•• • ........ 0 ... ." .. ~. ~ .. " .. .. • ... OOO! "0 3ll,011 316,731.

Tot als& I> ...... e" ~ ... " , " It I> ............. ,,: ...... to .......... ' .. I> $10,890,709 $9,402,347 $9,764, 568 $5,874,736 $4,988,926 $8,708,446 $8,784,443



TABLE XXVI

STATE MILL RATES FOR STATE PURPOSES ONLY BY YEAR Ot LEVY, 19~O - 19~6

1940 1941 1942 1948 194~ 1945 1946

General Revenue••••••••••••••• 1.19 .06 2.49 2.87

General School.................. 1. 00 1,00 1.00
Road and Bridge••••••••••••••• 1. 00
Educational Bldg............... • 14 .20
General University•••••••••••• .23 .23 .23 .23 .23 .23 .23

Soldiers' Relief•••••••••••••• .10 .10 • Hi .10 .10 .10 .10

State Board of Relief••••••••• .30 .21 1. 05 .26 .10

Teachers' Retirement (a) ...... .38 .86 .86 .44 .40 .86 .39

National Guard Armories••••••• .01
Red Lake Game preserve•.•• i ••• .04 .08 .04

State Building................. .20 .09 .46 .24 .89 .58 .82 (b)

Reforestation and Flood
Control••••••• , ••••••••••••• .06 .12 .06

Marshall County Reforestat ion. .01 .06

Minnesota Public Relie.f ••••••• 6.88 4.98 8.66 2.566 1.84 1. 67 .98

Minnesota Public Relief
Redemption..... " •••.• o-.-~ .-'to:., I .27

State Hospital................ .14 .14 .12 .11 .11 .09

Old Age Assistance... 0 •••• o •• .-. .02 .24 .69 .81 .82 .31

Rural Credit Deficiency••••••• 1.31 1.20 1. 45 1.46 1.36

School District Relief•••••••• .06 .066 .05 .06 .05

Minnesota Metropolitan
.11 .11 .11Airports......................

Hayo Memorial Bldg•••••••••.•• .88 .88

State Employees l Retirement••• .30 .30

Totals.·...................... 10.00 9.00 9.00 6.40 4.50 8.10 8.05

(a) MHL rate given does not appLy to st. pauL, M~nne(Jpo Lis or J>uLuth.

(b) State-ana llniversity BuiLding.
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PROPERTY TAXES FOR STATE PURPOSES

During World War II, property tax levies for state purposes declined sharply. A large pai't
of this decline is accounted for by the almost complete elimination of property tax levies for the
state general revenue fund during the war and by the decrease in state levies for public relief.
The increase in state propert~ tax levies at the end of the war is accounted for principally by the
re-establishment of property tax levies for state general ~evenue fund purposes. (See Table XXV,
page 36).

State mill rates for state purposes only are presented in Table XXVI, page 31,

SUMMARY

From the data presented in this chapter, it is possible to draw the following pertinent
conclusions regarding Minnesota! s property taxes, values and mill rates:

(1) One year after the end of World War II, Minnesota's property taxes were 24%
higher than they were in the pre-war period and had reached the highest level
ever attained in the state;

(2) From 1940 to 1946, personal property taxes increased at a faster rate than
reai property taxes and now represent a larger proportion of total. property
taxes th8.11 they did in 1940;

(3) The true and full valuation of real and personal property combined increased
only very slightly from 1940 to 1946;

(4) The taxable valuation of real propet'ty decreased from 1940 to 1946 but, during
the same period, the taxable valuation of personal property increased sub­
stantially;

(5) The dollar but'den of real property taxes increased at a rate almost double
the increase in' the dollar burden of taxes upon personal property from 1940
to 1946;

(6) Because of relatively unchanged property values and greatly increased property
taxes, property tax mill rates were sUbstantially higher after World War II
than they were before.
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CHA.PTER I I I

194-6 PROPERTY TAXES, VALUES, AND HI LL RATES BY COUNTY

In the preceding two chapters, information regarding Minnesota~s property taxes$ values and

mill rates was presented for the entire state" I t is the purpose of this chapter to present siroH.ar
information for the most recent year classified by county. The data presented ln this chapter

represents 1946 valuations and property taxes payable in 1947,

194-6 REAL AND PERSONAL TAXES CLASSIFIED BY COUNTY

Table XXVII, page 40, presents real and personal property taxes for each county in the state

and shows the peI'centage of total property tax in each county cons is t:!.ng of real and personal pr'op
erty taxes. A number of interesting variations between counties can be observed in this t6.bl1'i.. In

the average county 'in the state, 81., 5% of all property taxes consists of taxes upon real property..
and 18.5% represents taxes upon personal property. The ratio of real property taxes to total prop~

erty taxes in a county varies from as low as 62.3% in Cook County to 90 4% in Lake County, ThB'tW0

large metropoli tan counties, Hennepin and Ramsey, have approximately the s lll1le proportlon of' to l;"tl

taxes upon real estate, In st. Louis County on the other hand, probably because of iron or.e,. nearly
90% of all property taxes are upon real property.

194-6 CITY AND VILLAGE PROPERTY TAXESCI.ASSIFIED BY COUNTY

Of the total real' and personal property taxes in 1946, payable in 1947 ($136,800, .84:0"
$94,359,867 represents property. taxes levied upon property located in city and Village limits, Of
this total city and vlllage tax, $74,928,768, or 79c4%, is accounted for by taxes upon real property
and $19, 431, 099~ or 20.6%, is personal property tax. The amount of property tax levied llpon property

in the cities and villages within each county in 1946 is presented in Table XXVIII, page 42.

There is a considerable variation from one county to the next in the proportion of' real
property taxes to total taxes in the various cities and villages wi·thin the county. In Norman
County, for example, 66.2% of'all city and Village property taxes represents taxes upon real property,
On the other hand, real property taxes account for 88.6% of all' city and Village property t".xe8 in
St. Louis County. In the two metropolitan counties, Hennepin aildRamsey, appr(lximate~y thr·eeo·f'ourths
of all property taxes are taxes upon real property.

194-6 TOWNSHI P PROPERTY TAXES CLASS I FI ED BY COUNTY

Of' the total property taxes in 1946,. payable in 1947, $42,440,374 is'3.e"('l!nted :tor b;y t1:>~'teS

upon property .located outside of city and Village limits. In this report, these taxes are referred

to as "township taxes".

By far, the largest part of towns~ip taxes consists of taxes upon real property" R."",l
property taxes: in townships amounted to $36,617,262, or 86.3%, of the total 1946 town8h:t.p~axe5 of
$42,440,374. Only 13.7% of township property taxes in 1946 was levied. upon personal property having
a situs outSide of city and village limits. (See Table XXIX, page 44).

COMPARISON OF TAXABLE VALUATIONS IN TOWNSHIPS, CITIES AND VILLAGES IN 194-6

The total taxable valuation of all real and personal property in the state f'or 1946 was

$1; 335; 628,586 of which amount $794, 9~4,044, or 59;5%, represents a taxable value of real and per~

sonal property located w.ithincity and village limits and $540,654,542, or 40.5%, represents th0
taxable value of real and perscmal property located outside of city and villagel1mi ts in'townships"
(See Table XXX, page 47).
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TABLE XXVII

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES,
CLASSIEI ED BY COUNTY, 1911-6

(1911-6 TAXES PAYABLE IN 191+7)

Real Property Personal Property
Taxes Taxes Total Real and

County Personal Property

I % of
I

% of Taxes
Amount Total Amount Total

Ai tkin••••••••••••••••••••• $ 293, 625 82.5% $ 62, 375 17.5% $ 356,000
Anoka•••••••••••••••••••••• 618,568 86.1 99,908 13.9 718.476
Becker••••••••••••••••••••• 647,367 84.0 123,512 16.0 770;879
Beltrami ................... 444,891 78.8 119,747 21.2 564,638
Benton ••• ,••••••••••••.••••• 405,569 80.8 96, 598 19.2 502, 167

Big Stone•••••••••••••••••• 397,984 82.8 82,662 17.2, 480,646
Blue Earth•••••••••.••.•••••• 1,378,878 80.5 334,316 19.5 L 713,194
Brown•••••••••••••••••••••• 934, 100 84.8 167,541 15.2 1,101,641
Carlton•••••••••••••••••••• 822,892 80.1 203,918 19.9 1,026,810
Carver....................... 552, 185 82.5 116,985 17.5 669, 170

Cas.s., • 0 II co·., • ,- g-., " • ,-. ~ 0 •• II II o· II ., 343,372 82.1 75,084 17.9 418,456
Chippewa••••••••••••••••••• 687,476 80.2 169,451 19.8 856,927
Chisago•••••••••••••••••••• 407, 157 81.2 94,186 18.8 501. 343
Clay••••••••••••••••••••••• 839,383 84.7 152, 136 15.3 991; 519
Clearwater.................. 197,,715 81.4 45, 313 18.6 243,028

Cook••••••••••••••••••••••• 59,900 62.3 36. 194 37.7 96,094
Cot tonwood.• , ..•••••••.•••• 694, 039 82.1 150; 82'1 17.9 844,..S66
Crow-WIng................... 979,621 87.4 141, 216 12;6 1, 120,837
Dakota...................... 1, 523, 601 86.0 ' 248,079 14.0 1,771; 680
Dodge...........'•••••••••••• 523,691 82.0 114,917 18.0 638,608

Dougias•••••••••••••••••••• 636,596 81.9 140, 594 18.1 777,190
Farib aui t. ; ................. 989,069 83.6 194,607 16.4 1,183 676
Fillmore.................... 970,985 82.2 210, 734 17.8 1, 181,719
Freeborn••••••••••••••••••• 1, 214, M8 81.7 271,320 18.3 1, 486, 008
Goodhue•••••••••••••.••••••• 1, 249,921> 82.6 262,618 17.4 1,512,543

Grant ••••••••••••••• ,••••••• 382,820 83.0 78, 147 17.0 460,967
Hennepin••••••••••••••••••• 26,302,545 77.3 7,743; 665 22.7 34,046, 210
Houston••••• ~ ~- ••• \I. 0·" 0 \I •• :a .. 486,006 80.6 116,968 19.4 602,974
Hubbard•••••••••••••••• ; ••• 235,749 82.6 49,588 17.4 285,337
Isant i. ...•..•............. 326,809 81.7 73,042 18.3 399,851

Itasca...................... 1,875,727 89.6 217,273 10.4 2,098; 001)
Jackson.· ••••.••••••••••••••• 72~, 403 84.0 138,632 16.0 867.035
Kanabec••••••••••••.•••••••• 246,811 77.3 72,406 22.7 319,217
Kandiyoh.i •••••••••••••••••• 888,844 82.9 182, 934 17.1 1,07:1. 778
Ki t tson••••••• '.' ••••••••••• 405,906 81.7 90,860 18.3 496,766

Koochiching••••• .' •••••••••• 465, 563 70.7 192,782 29.8 658;885
Lac Qui Parle•••••••••••••• 661,815 83.9 126. 864 16.1 788. 1i79

Lake••••••••••••••••••••••• 177,997 90.4 18~ 955 9,6 J.96; 952
Lake of the Woods•••••••••• 90, 177 77.8 25'.719 22.2 115,896
te .Sueur••••••••••••••••••• 608,858 83.2 122, 070 16,8 725,923

Lincoln•••••••••••••••••••• 488, 503 82.8 90,983 17.2 529, 486
Lyon••• ; ....................... 785,515 82.8 163, fi99 17.2 949, 11,4

HcLeod•••••••••••••••.•••••• 746;509 81.1 173,991 18,9 920,500
Hahnomen.................... 141, 487 82.0 30,955 18.0 172,442
Marsh all. ••••'" ........... ; •• 535,090 82.8 111,151 17.2 646,241

}!art,in.••. II' 0 • II II • II '0·0 II II II II II II 1, 100,022 82.0 234,027 18.0 1, 334,049
Meeker••••••••••••••••••••• 665,693 83.6 130,477 16.4 796, 170
Mille Lacs................ ·•• 344,884 75.6 111,467 24.4 456; 351
Morrison••••••••••••••••••• 671,085 81.5 151,930 18,5 8.22, 965
Hower••• ;, ••••••••••••••••• 1,427,893 79.3 373, 226 20.7 1,801, 119
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TABLE XXVII ~ (Cont inued)

REAL AND PERSONAl PROPERTY TAXES,
CLASSIF!ED BY COUNTY, 19~6

(19q6 TAXES PAYABLE IN 191J.7)

Real Property Personal Prope1'i'Y
Taxes Taxes Total Real and

County Personal Propeny

Amount , I % of Amount I
% of Taxes

Total Total

MurraYe 0 = 0 ~ .. 0 ~ ~ 0 ~ 0 0 ~ e 0 P ~ " " " $ 567,891 81. 9% $ 125, 116 18,1% $ 693,,007
Nicollet••••••••••••••••••• 476,993 83.8 92, 288 16.2 569,281
Nobles ••••••••••••••••••••• 876,769 82,4 186; 783 17,6 1,063, 552
Norman. 0 • 0 ...... 0 I> 0 .. 0 "0" 0 0 0 • 0 0 439,748 81.9 96,897 18.1 536.,645
Olmsted; .••••• , •••••••••••• 2,238,637 86.9 338; 222 .13.1 2,576,859

Otter Tail. ••••••••••• , •••• 1, 331,009 80.5 322,285 19,5 1,653 294
penni~gton••• o 000000000 00·'. 378; 671 79.7 96; 646 20,3 475,317
Pine•••••••• 0""" ,.••••••• 473, 179 79.2 124, 170 20,8 597 34,9
Pipestone•••.••••••••• , •••• 536,983 82.2 115,898 17,8 652.:88;~

Polk•• , •••••••••••• '•••••••• 1, 120,729 80.9 264,682 19.1 1,385,4.11.

Pope••••••••••••••••••••••• 488,054 81.0 114,476 19.0 602,530
Ramsey••••••••••••••••••••• 11,443,749 76.4 3,526,356 23,6 1.4, 970, 1.05
Red Lake••••••• , •• , •••••••• 187,563 77.8 53, 594 22.2 241., 1.57
Redwood•••••••••••••••••••• 849,064 83.9 163, 192 16.1 1, 012,. 256
Renville.................... 1,021,729 84.6 185,327 15.4 1, 207, () 56

Rice••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,031;801 83.4 206;.015 16.6 1,237,816
Rock........................ 534,706 83,4 106,525 16.6 641,,231.
Roseau••• , , • , , •••••••••• , •• 318,862 76.0 100 444 24.0 419,.306
St. Louis, , , , , , , y " ,:t , , , , :1 ~ 16,496,492 89,,9 1,858, 009 10.1 18,354,51)1
Scott...................... 456, 229 84.9 80,826 15 1 537(1)55

Sherburne••• , ••• ,.,., ••••• ' 248, 571 85.7 41, 531 14.3 290, 102
Sibley••••••••••••••••••••• 614, 545 83,9 UR,229 16.1 732,774
Stea.rns, " , •.••••.• " ••••• , 1.786, 718 82,2 385,,809 17. 8 2. 172. 527
Steele.. 0,' teo,,', • 0 •••• o •• ~ ••• 735, 165 81.2 170, 139 18.8 905,304
Stevens•••••••• ;- ••••••••••• 437; 382 80,,9 103 9.72 19,1 540,654

Swift•••.••••••••••••••••••• 651,305 82,7 135,991 1.7.3 78'[, 296
Todd. ':0 .. '.f • ~ ••••• '...... ~ • (, ~ t. • :. 747 381 81,7 16'L 562 18,3 91.4,_943
Tr aVerse. , ,. , ... :.~~~., ... ~~

, , 339~368 84.'6· 6 t 863 15.4 -401, 231.
Wabasha..................... 611,344 81.3 140,880 18,7 752,224
Wadena••••••••••••• , ••••• , • 256,,791 73,3 93, 461 26,7 351l ,; 252

WaSeca; •••••••••••• , , •••• , • 598,508 84,4 111,036 15,6 709,544
Washington••••••• , ••• ,." .. 848,704 82.5 179 996 17.5 J. t 028,700
Watvnwan. , , •••••••• ; •••••• , 533._ 356 85,4 91,. 176 1.4,6 624,'532
Wilkin•••••••••••••..••••• , •• 391,.090 83.3 78, 308 16 7 469.,398
Winona.•• t. e" • " ••• • to ,,, oo~-~ , 1,413,990 79.8 35(918 20.2 1,771..- 908

Wright••• , •.' ••••••••••••••• 795,078 81.8 177.,354 18,2 972,4112
Yellow }ledicine•••••• , ••• ,. 718, 953. 83 .. 2 145; 386 16,8 864,: 339

TotaL ••••••••••••••• $111,546,030 81.5% $25,254,211 18.5% $136, 800,241
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TAI}!.E )OrV T ! I.

CITY AND VILLAGE ·REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES.
GLASS~FIED BY COUNTY; 19q6

(ISQ6 TAXES PAYABLE It~ 19l.J.7)

Real propeTty personal Property
Taxes Taxes Total Real and

County Personal PT.opet'ty

Amount % of Amount % of Taxes
Total Total

Ai tkin••.••.•.•••• ,' •••...••
Anoka, • , •• : . '. , , . , .. , ••••••••
Becker••." ••••••.•••••..••.•
Beltrami. ••••••.•••• , •••. , ••
Benton••.••••• , • '" " .•. , , , .

Big Stone••••.•••••.••••.••.
Blue Earth••••••••. , •••.••.•
Brown.••••••• " •..•.••••••.•
Carl ton•.• ~ , " •••• , •••••.•..•
Carver•••••••••••••••••••.••

Cass•.•••••••.••••••.••••...
Chippewa•.•••••••.••••.• , .••
Chisago••.•••••••.••••.•••.•
Clay••.• ~ •• ,; •••.••••••.••••
Clearwat er•••••••••••.•••..•

Cook•••••••••••••.•••••••••.
Cot t onw·ood•••.••.••. , •••••••
Crow Wing•••••••••• , •••.••..
Dakota, ••. , ..•• , •.••••••..•••
Dodge••••.•.., ••• ;, •.••••••••••

Douglas •••••••.•••• , •••••••••
Faribault.•• , ••••••.•• , ••••.•
Fillmore. , ...••.•• , •••••• , ••
Freeborn., ••.•••.•••• , •.•••.•
Goodhue•••••••••.•••••••••••

Gr.ant•••••.•••••...•.•••••••..
Hennepin .
Houston•••••• ; •.••• ; ••••••.•
Hubbard•••..•••••••.•.••••••
Isanti. •••••• '•••••••••••••••

Itasca••••• ; ".••••••••.••••.
Jackson••. " •••..••••• ,., ... ,
Kanabec••.••.•' : •••• , •••..•.•
Kandiyoh i. •••••••••• , ••• , •.•
Kittson... "e ,'e. •• ~ o •• "•• r. to. t'

Koochiching, ., •••••••••••.••
Lac Qui Pa1'le•••••••••. , .• ,.
Lake•• , • , ,.• , •
Lake of the Woods." ••• , ••.•
Le Sueur..• , ••••••.••..•••••

Lincoln.••••.• , •• , ••••••••. ,
Lyon••••• , ••• , ••••••.•••••••
HcLeod. , . , •. '.•.••• , , •••• , , . ,
Hahnomen•••••••••• , •••••.•••
Harshall••••••• ·, ••••••••.•••

Hartin•.•••••••••••.•••.•••.
Heeker•••••• 0 •••••••••••••••

Mille Lacs. oc , , , •••••• ,. '.' •••

Horrison••••.••••.•••••.••••
Hower••••••••..•••••••••••••

$ 77,120
308,758
222, 138
282,041
201, 465

132, 397
747,731
487,453
517,968
20 1,253

64,889
273,949
166, 332
348,081

46, 517

18,086
214,862
604,493

1, 127,955
154453

263,525
346.·),.03
388, 307
599,861
653,205

97,099
25,328, 435

129,947
67,770
76,988

1,373,829
180,014
62, 364

351,986
77, 150

362, 639
184,432
64,000
24,080

246, 947

98,677
306, 184
321,463

27,890
112,.402

476,818
207,999
138,603
254; 538
8M, 369

80.9%
87.0
81. 5
76.1
80. 3

76.0
76.4
83.0
74.5
80.0

72.0
74.7
78.6
78.6
73.8

67.7
76.3
85.3
86.8
79.5

78.8
77 .7
80.0
79.6
80.3

73.5
76.8
81.4
75.9
71. 1

88.7
79.5
72.6
77.4
64.7

67.3
75.8
88.3
63.4
78.7

75.9
77.0
79.2
73.8
71.4

'18.3
78.7
72.1
79.4
75.2
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$ 18, 152
46, 194
50.316
ffi; 716
49,601

41,875
230,841

99,930
177,320

50, 138

25, 219
92,767
45,·142
94,964
16,476

8,634
66,810

104,417
171,273
39,914

70,947
98,879
84,696

153,435
160.,355

34,970
7,643,779

29,605
21,548
31, 258

174,463
46; 529
23, 568

102;669
42,056

176, 409
58,723

8,475
13,930
66, 735

31, 383
910416
84; 657

9; 884
44, 910

132. 322
56, 351
53,670
66,002

265,802

19.1%
13.0
18.5
23.9
19.7

24.0
23.6
17.0
25.5
20.0

28.0
25.3
21.4
21.4
26.2

32.3
23.7
14.7
1:30 2
20,5

21. 2
22,3
20.0
20.4
19,7

26.5
23.2
18.6
24.1
28.9

1L3
20.5
27.4
22,6
3513

32.7
24.2
11. 7
36.6
21. 3

24.1
23.0
20.8
26.2
28.6

21.7
21. 3
27, 9
20.6
24.8

$ 95; 272
354,952
272; 454
370,757
251,066

174,272
978,572
58'1,383
695,288
251,.39f

90,108
366,716
2Ll.,474
443,045
62,993

26, 720
281,672
708; 910

1,299; 228
194. %7

334,472
443,982
423; 008
753, 296
813, 560

182, 069
32,972 214

159, 552
89, 318

108, 246

1, 548, 292
226,543
85,93?

454,655
n9, 206

539; 048
243,155
72,475
38, I) 10

313, 682

130,060
397,600
406, 120

37,774
157,312

609, 140
264, 350
19?, 273
320, 540

1, 072, 171



TABLE XXVI!,! ~ Continued

CITY AND VILLAGE REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES,
CLASSI FI ED BY COUNTY. t9~6

(19~6 TAXES PAYABLE IN 19q.7)

Real property Personal Property
Taxes Taxes Tot al Real and

County

I I
Personal property

Amount % of Amount % of Taxes
Total Total

Murray••••••••••••••••••••• $ 99, 019 70.1% $ 4.2,191 29,9% $ 141,210
Nicollet ••••••••••••••••••• 186, 220 81.9 41,237 18.1 227,457
Nobles................ D •••• 301,383 76.0 94; 953 24.0 396,336
Norman•• ', •••••••••••••••••• 83, 237 66.2 42, 475 33.8 125,712
Olmsted•••••••••••••••••••• I, 6,59, 502 - 87.8 231, 371 12.2 1,890,873

Otter TaiL ••••••••••••• , •• 526,995 77.9 149,323 22.1 676,318
Pennington••••••••••••••••• 206,984 75.6 66,677 24.4 273,661
Pine.. "1·' ••••• 0 •••••••••••• 159, 333 74.0 56,(}69 26.0 215,402
Pipestone••••••• .- •••••••••• 214,385 76.7 64: 991 23.3 279, 376
polk••••••••••••••••••••••• 397,632 72.3 152,189 27.7 549,821

pop.e. t-ll •••••••••••••••••••• 151, 265 75.4 49,340 24.6 200,605
Ramsey••••••••••••••••••••• 10,893,316 75.8 3, 470,945 24.2 14,364,261
Red Lake••••••••••••••••••• 49,756 68.1 23, 283 31.,9 73,039
Redwoodo. •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 252,840 75.1 83; 750 24.9 336, 590
Renvil1-e••••••••••••••••••• 265, 912 74.9 88,909 25.1 354,821

Rice.... .··..... 0. 11 •••• 0 II' 0"'-' 632,418 82,7 132, 143 17.3 764,561
Roc~••••••• ; ••• ; ••••••••••• 138,678 78.6 37,847 2:L 4 176,525
Roseau••••• •.••• 0 ......... II • 85,876 65.1 46,003 34.9 131; 879
St. LOt1is'~ .~ ••• '•••• 0 •• I> • 0 ••• 13,577,357 88,6 1,740, 472 11.4 15,317,829
Scot t.-••••••••••••••••••• , • 191,040 82.5 40, 471 17; 5 231,511

Sherburne•••••••••••••••••• 89,003 86,1 14, 394 13.9 103, 397
Sibley••••••••••••••••••••• 165,035 77.1 49,018 2<J,9 214,053
Stearns•••••• , •••••••• , •••• 1,016,518 82.1 222, :1.75 17.9 I, 23S, 693
Steele.; G.O.I 0 •• ll ••• I" •••••• t··, 344, 130 80.2 85,214 19,8 429,344
Stevens. . 0 •••• g-, • ;", ••• 0. I> • '0' 140, 281 73.6 50, 371 26.4 190,652

Swift.- •••••••••••••• .- ••• ,.- • 216,468 77.8 61,897 22.2 278, 365
Todd••••••• ~ •••••••••••••'; • 200,550 75,2 66, 035 24.8 266,586
Traverse•••••• , •••••••••••• 61,484 71.0 25,11.6 29.0 86,600
Wabasha.. •••••••••••••••• ',' • 244,755 80.6 58,760 19.4, 303, 515
Wadena••••••••••••••••••••• 132,552 68.0 62, 333 32.0 194,885

Wasecao • ••••• Oil ~ • \I ••••• 0 110 .... 224,447 81.0 52,677 19.0 277, 124
washington••••••••••••••••• 481,984 79,0 128, 207 21.0 610, 191
Watonwan. '.' •••••••••• , • , , •• 176,076 82.7 36~. 884 17.3 2U,960
Wilkin•••••••••••••••• .- •••• 78, 405 65.S 40,744 34.2 119, 149
Winona••• '0 ••••••• , ••••••• , 1, 021, 4<61 78J, 279,_ 135 21.5 1, 300, 596

I

Wright•••••••••••••• , ,.••••• 274,738 78.6 74, 941 21.4 349,679
Yellow Medicin~ ••••••••••• 211, J68 75.0 70,434- 25.0 281,602

Total. ••••••••••••• , • $74,928,768 79.4% $19, 431, 099 20.6% $94,369,867
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TABLE XX IX

TOWNSH1PREAL AND PERSONAL PROfERTY TAXES,
ClASSIF1ED B~'COUNTY, L9~6

(19~6 TAXES PAYABLE IN 19~7)

Real Prop erty Personal Property
Taxes Taxes Total Real a.nd

County

I %of

I
Personal Property

Amount Amount % of Taxes
Total Total

Ai tkin.•.•....•......•.••.• $ 216,505 83.0% $ 44, 223 17.0% $ 260,728
Anoka•••••••••..••••••.••.• 309,810 85.2 53,714 14.8 363,524
Becker•••••••••.••..•.••••• 425, 229 85.3 73, 196 14.7 498, 425
Beltrami................... 162,850 84.0 31,031 16.0 193,881
Ben t on~' ill 6-0 .. II ...... II II .............. '. 1\ II 204, 104 8 J. 3 46,997 18.7 251, 101

Big Stone••••.•••••••••••.• 265, 587 86.7 40, 787 13.3 306, 374
Blue Earth•••.•••••..•••.•• 631, 147 85.9 10,3,475 14.1 734,622
Brown....................... 446,647 86.8 67,611 13.2 514, 258
Carlton•.••••••••..•••••••• 304,924 92.6 26, 598 8.0 331; 522
Carver.•••••.••••••••••..••. 350,932 84.0 66, 847 16.0 417,779

Cass....... Oll .. II .... II 0 0011 ..... 0 II II .... 278,483 84.8 49,865 15.2 328, 348
Chippewa.•••••••••..••••••• 413,527 84.4 76,684 15.,6 490, 211
Chisago••••••••••.•••..••.. 240,825 83; 1 49, 044 16.9 289, 869
Clay•••••••••••••••••.••••• 491, 302 89.6 ,57,172 10.4 548, 474
Clearwater....•..'C •••••••••• 151, 198 84.0 28,837 16.0 180,035

Cook•••••••••••..•••••••••• 41, 814 60.3 27, 560 39.7 69, 374
Cot tonwood••.•••••••.•••••• 479,177 85.1 84, 017 14.9 563, 194
Crow Wing•••••.••••.•••..•. 375; 128 91,1 36,799 8.9 411,927
Dakota•••••••••••.•.•.••..• 395,646 83; 7 76,806 16.3 472,452
Dodge....................... 369, 238 83.1 75,003 16.9, 444, 241

Douglas••••••••.•••••••.... 373,071 84.3 69,647 15.7 442,718
Faribault•••••••••••••••••• 643, 966 87.0 95,728 13.0 739, 694
Fillmore••••••.••••••••.••• 632,678 83.4 126, 038 16.6 758,716
Freeborn.................... 614,827 83; 9 117,885 ,16.1 732,712
Goodhue••••••••••••.••.•••• 596,720 85.4 102,263 14,6 698, 983

Grant••••••••..•••••••••••• 285,721 86.9 43, 177 13.1 328, 898
Hennepin••••••••.• ; ......... 974, 110 90.7 99,886 9.3 1,073,996
Houston•••••••••••• : .••••.• 356, 059 80.3 87, 363 19.7 443,422
Hubbard••• : •••••••••••••.•• 167,979 85.7 28,040 14.3 196,019
Isanti. •••••.•••••••••••.•. 249,821 85.7 41,784, 14.3 291,605

Itasca•••••••••••••.•••.••• 50 1,898 92.1 42,810 7.9 544.708
Jackson•••••.•••••••.••..•• 548,389 85.6 92, 103 14.4 640,492
Kanabec•••••••.•••.••••••• '. 184, 447 79.1 48,838 20.9 233, 285
Kandiyohi. .................. 536,858 8.7.0 80, 265 13.0 617,123
Kittsono ..... 0 .. 0· .... · ..... ,,00 \I 10 \I'; .. 328,756 87.1 48,804 12.9 377, 560

Koochiching••.••••••.••.•.. 102,914 86.3 16,37 :i 13.7 119, 287
Lac Qui Parle••, ••••••••••• '. 477,383 87.5 68, 141 12.5 545, 524
Lake........................ 113,997 91.6 10, 480 8.,4 124, 477
Lake of the Woods•••••••••• 66,097 84.9 11,789 15.1 77,886
Le Sueur•••••••••••••.••••. 356,906 86.6 55, 335 13.4 412,241

Lincoln•••••••••.••••.••••• 339, 826 85.1 59,600 14.9 399, 426
Lyon•••••.••••••••.•••••••. 479,331 86.9 72, 183 13.1 551,514
McLeod•••••••••••.••••••••• 425,046 82.6 89, 334 17.4 514, 380
Hahnomen••••.••••••••.••••. 113, 597 84.4 21,071 15.6 134,668
Harshall••••••••.••••••••.• 422,688 86.4 66, 241 13.6 488,929

Mart in••••••.•••••.••••••• , 623,204 86.0 101,705 14.0 724,909
Meeker•.•••• '••• '" .••••.••• 457,694 86.1 74, 126 13.9 531,820
Mille Lacs•••.•••••••.•••.• 206, 281 78.1 57,797 21.9 264, 078
Horrison.•••••.•• , , ••••.••• 416,497 82.9 85,928 17.1 502, 425
~lower•••.•••••••• , •••.••••. 621,524 85.3 10'1, 424 14.7 728,948
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TABLE XX IX w (Cont i nued)

TOWNSHIP REAL AND PERSONAL PRO~ERTY TAXES,
CLASS IFIED BY COUNTY, 19~6

(19ij6 TAXES PAYABLE IN 19ij1)

Real Property Personal Property
Taxes· Taxes Total !l.eal /:I.nd

County PersonaL Property

Amount % of % of Taxes
Total Amount Total

Murray••••••••••••.•••••••• $ 468,872 85.0% $ 82,925 15,0% $ 551. 797
Nicollet•••• ; •••••••••••••• '290,773 85.1 51,051 14.9 341; 824
Nobles••••••••••••••••••••• 575,386 86.2 91,830 13.8 667, 216
Norman•• " ," ••• ," .......... " •• " 356,511 86.8 54,422 13.2 410,933
Olmsted••••••••••••••••.•••.• 579, 135 84.4 106,851 15.6 685,986

Otter Tail•.••••.• -,-,.,. ,", ..... 804,014 82.3 In, 962 17.7 976,976
Pennington••••••••••••••• '•• 171,687 85.1 29,969 14.9 201,656
Pine••••••••••••• " ••••••••• ?13,846 82.2 68, 101 17.8 381,947
Pipestone•••••••••••••••••• 322,598 86.4 50,907 13.6 373,505
Polk••••••••••.•••••••••••• 723,097 86.5 112,493 13,5 835,590

Pope•• Ii ••••••••• " ••• , ..... ",. 336,789 83.8 65, 136 16.2 401,925
RamseY'"f ••••••••••••••••••• 550,433 90.8 55,411 9.2 605,844
Red Lake••••••••••••••••••• 137, 807 82.0 30, 311 18.0 168, 118
Redwood." ............ " •••.•• " 596, 224 88.2 79,442 11.8 675,666
Renville•••••••••••••••.•.••• 755,817 88.7 96,418 11, 3 852,235

Rice••••••••• " .............. 399,383 84.4 73,872 15.6 473, 255
Rock•••••••••.••••.•.••••••••• 396,028 86.2 68,'678 14.8 464,706
Roseauo ,f ••• 0 ........ II •• " •• " • 232,986 81.0 64, 441 19.0 287,427
St. Louis." ••• 1 ...... " .",. ,',. 2,919,136 96.1 117, 537 3.9 3, 036,672
Scott. ,", ... ',' ........ .- •.•••• " .• 265, 189 86.8 40, 355 13.2 305, 544

·Sherburn~••.•••••••••••••••• 159, 568 85.5 27, 137 14.5 186,705
Sibley•••• "•• "••••• I.'.' " ••. f • 449,510 86.6 69,211 13.4 518,721
Stearns. "••••••• ~ ......... I.. 770,200 82.5 163,634 17.5 933,834
Steele, •.•.••• , •• ", ••••••• ',. 391,035 82.2 84,925 17.8 475,960
Stevens•••••••••••••••••• '.' 297, 101 84.9 52,901 15,1 350,002

Swift....................... 434,837 86.4 74,094 14.6 508,931
Todd" •••• '•••••••••••••••••• 546,831 84.3 101; 527 15.,7 648,358
Traverse••••••••••••••••••• 277,884 88.3 36,747 11.7 314,631
Wabasha•••••••••••••••••••• 366,589 81.7 82, 120 18.3 448,709
Wadena••••••••••••••••••••• 124, 239 80.0 31, 128 20.0 155, 367

Waseca.·•••••••••••••••••••• 374,061 86.5 58, 359 13.5 432, 420
Washington••••••.•••••••••• 366,720 87.6 51.. 78-9 12.4 418, 509
Watonwan••••••••••••••••••• 367, 280 86.8 5( 292 13.2 411.572
Wi lkin••• ~ •••• 0 • 0 ••• ; • , •• , 0· 312,685 .89.3 37, 564 1.0.7 350; 249
Winona, 0 •••••••••• , •• ~ •• , ••• 392, 529 83.3 78,783 16.7 471,312

Wright •••••••••••••••••••.• 520, 340 83.6 102, 413 16.4 622,753
Yellow Hedicine•••••••••••• 507,785 87.1 74,952 12.9 582,737

Total••• o. 0"'0' 0 0"" $36,617,262 86.3% $5,823,112 13.7% $42, 440, 374
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Inspection of Table XXX, page 47, reveals a wide variation from one county to the next in

the proportion of taxable valuation of property lying within and without city and village limits.

In Hennepin County, for example, only 3.8% of the taxable value or all real and.personal property is

in the township areas outside of the cities and villages in that county. At the other extreme, 87.6%

of the total taxable value in Murray County is located in the townships.

COMPARISON OF 19~5 and 19~6 PROPERTY TAXES, VALUES AND MILL RATES BY COUNTY

In Table XXXI, page 52; property taxes, taxable values and mill rates are presented for

1945 and 1946 for each county. No attempt will'be made in this report to call attention to the many
interesting items of information in this table but only the salient points will be discussed. Prop­
erty taxes in 1946 were less thlln 1945 pr.operty taxes in only four counties in the state and in
these oounties, the decrease from 1945 to 1946 was relatively slight. Property taxes in 1946 were
less than 194.5 taxes by L5% in Hubbard County, by 2.6% in Itasca County, by 6.9% in Mahnomen County
and by3.3% in Sherburne ·County. In all other counties~ 1946 property taxes were higher than 1945

property taxes. The average increase in 1946 property tax~s over 1946 property taxes waS nearly 9%0
In some' counties, 1946 taxes were more than 25% higher than 1945 taxeS.

In nine counties in the state, taxable valuations in 1946. were less than 1945 taxable
valuations. These counties were Becker, Cottonwood, Itasca, Jackson, Lake, Murray, st. Louis,
Sherburne and.Watonwan. In two of these'counties, st. Louis' and Itasca, the decrease in taxable
valuations is principally accounted for by the, removal of iron ore. .In 'the other seven counties,

the decrease from 1945 ·to 1946·in taxable valuations is very slight. 'In the remaining counties in
the state, taxable valuations increased by approximately 2.5%. From 1945 to 1946, property tax mill

rat6!s decreased in ten counties but in all other counties,property tax mill rates hav.iaet'eased.
In many counties, the increase in the property tax mill rate has been substantial. .
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TABLE XXX

TAXABLE VALUATrONS IN TOWN~HrpS ANQ CITIES ANDVrLLAGES
IN MINNESOTA FOR 19q6
Classified by Couty

Taxable Valuation Taxable Valuation
of Real and of Real and

Personal Property personal Property Total
County in Townships in Cities and Villages Taxable Valuation

Amount I % of Amount I % of
Total Total

Ai tkin, , •.••••••••••••••••• $ 1, 408,796 74.4% $ 483,982 25.6% $ 1,892,778
Anoka•••••••••••••••••••••• 3,514,509 5,7.0 2,650,032 43.0 6, 164,541
Becker. ; ..••••••••••••••••• 4, 248, 514 69.9 1,832,441 30.1 6,080,955
Beltrami. •••••••••••••••••• 1,381,477 85.3 2, 444, 122 64.7 8,775, 599
Bent on, " . , ••• , .............. 2,731, 044 60.0 1,820,034 40,0 4,551,078

Big Stone•••••••••••'••••••• 4, 163,690 77.1 1, 236, 348 22.9 5, 400, 038
Blue Earth••••••••••••••••• 11,652, 214 57.0 8,773,896 . 43.0 20, 426, no
Brown••.•••••••••••••••••••• 8, 549,858 62.5 5,134,373 37.5 13,684, 231
Carlton, ••••••••••••••••••• 2,693,471 36.3 4, 727, 557 63.7 7,421,,028
Carver. , , .•• , , , •••••••••••• 7,080, 500 76.4 2, 186,854 23.6 9,267,354

Cass••...••••••••.••••••••• 1,89'0,984 79.2 494,906 20.7 2,385,890
Chippewa.................... 5, 456, 263 68.6 2,497,097 31. 4 7,953,360
Chisago, .•• >' .', •••••••••••• 3,042,680 68.1 1,425,873 31.9 4, 468,553
Clay., ••••••••••••••••••••• 6,738,074 64.9 3,648,310 35.1 10,386,384
Clearwater•••••••••• ,••••••• 1,112,865 75.8 354,267 24.2 1,4,67,132

Cook••••••••••••••••.••••••• 753,624 77.8 214,747 22.2 968,371
Cottonwood••••• ; •., •• ; •••••• 8,177,553 83.0 1,675,324 17.0 9',852,877
CrowlVing••.••• , •• , •••••••• 3,749,547 41.7 5,250,128 58.3 8,999,675
Dakota••••••• o .. II II .. II Odl........... 6,673,023 37.7 11,020,,195 62.3 17,693,218

.,Dodge•••••••••• ; •••• ; •••••• 5,934, 947 81.7 1, 328, 891 18.3 7,263,838

Douglas, ••••••••••••••••••• 4, :978, 554 68.4 2, 294, 262 31. 6 7,272,816
Faribaul t •••••• ; ••••••••••• 10,610, 500 76.3 3, 301,864 23.7 13-,912;364
Fillmore••••••••••••••••••• 9, 506, 299 76.6 2,900, 529 23.4 12,406; 828
Freeborn, , , " ••• , ••• , •• , ••• 10, p23, 795 65.4 5, 449,860' 34.6 15,773,655
Goodhue..................... 10, 356,616 63.0 6, 079,_ 026: 37.0 16; 435, 642

Grant•.•••••••••••••••••••• 4,038, 587 82.5 858,504' 17.5 4;897,091
Hennepin•••••••••••••.•••••• 10,804, 134 3.8 271, 490,769, 96.2 282, 294,903
Houston..................... 4,063, 463 78; 2 1,129,561 21. 8 5,,193,024
Hubbard•••••••••••••••••••• 1, 333, 280 74.0 467,975' 26.0 1,801, 255
Isanti. •••••••••••••••••••• 2,635,969 79.8 667, 104 20.2 8,303,078

Itasca••••••••••••••••••••• 3,8.78, 294 26.0 11,015, 179 74.0 14,893,473
Jackson•••••• '.' •..••••• ; ••••• 10,385,614 84.7 1,,875,,802 15.3 12, 261,416
Kanabec•••• , , , •• , •••••••••• 1,6'33, 205 76.2 510,666 23.8 2,1.4.3,871
Kandiyohi. ••••••••••••••••• 9, J;55, 923 73.,6 3, 278, 092 26.4 12,434,015
Kittson••• ; •••••'; •••••••••• 3,994,295 84.8 715,873 :t5.2 4" flU), 168

Koochiching•••••••••••,••• '0 5»7, 102 17 •.1 2,898,858 82.9 3" '490, 960
LM; Qu iParle.•••••••••'; • , •• 8,805,380 83.5 1. 742. 650 16.5 10,,548,030
Lake•. ,., .••• , •••••••••• , •• 997,089 64.4 . 551. 193 35.6 ft., .548,282
Lake of the 1'loods•••.•••••• 465, 145 72.1 17 4~ 283 27.3 639, 378
Le Sueur••••••••••••••••••• 6,903,056 72.5 2,618" 649 27.5 9, 521,705

Lincoln••••••• '••••••••••••• 5,171,003 84.0 984.791 16.0 6, 155,794
Lyon••••••••••••••••••••••• 9, 269,806 75.0 3,082; 443 25.0 12,352, 249
McLeod••••••••• , ••••••••••• 8, 457,719 71.6 3, 347,006 28.4 U, 80,4, 725
Ma.hnomen••••• , , , •• , ,. ;, ... 1,047,370 80.9 247, 339 19.1 1, 294,709
Ha,l'shal1. •••••••• '•••••••••• 4, 461, 132 85.6 738,016 14.4 5, 139, 148

M.artin••••••••••••••••••••• 12,364,643 75.3 4,053, 300 24.7 16,411,943
Meeke!:'••••.• ,' •••• '•••••.••• 7,840, 570 80.5 1,895,745 19.5 9,736,315
Mille LacS•.• , , •••••••••••• 2,011,981 64.9 1,087,599 35.1. 3,.09(\, 580
Ho:>:rison, •• ,', ,., •• , , •••• ; •• 5,013, 422 68.5 2, 301, 218 31. 5 7,,314,640
Mower•••••••••••••••••••.•• 9,771, 425 53.1 8, 618, 966 46.9 18, 390, 391
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TABLE XXX - (Cont i nu ad)

TAXABLE VALUATIONS IN TOWNSHIPS AND. CITIES AND VILLAGES
IN MINNESOTA FOR 19ij6
Classified by County

Taxable Valuation Taxable Valuation
of Real and of Real and

Personal Property Personal property Total
County in Townships in Cities and ViUages Taxable Valuation

Amount I % of Amount I % of
Total Total

Murray••••••••••.••••••••••• $ 8,944,639 87.6% $ 1, 269,072 12.4% $ 10, 213,7U
Nicollet•.•.••..••••••••••••• 5,985, 404 75.1 1,980, 297 24.9 7,965,701
Nobles••••••.••••••.•.•.•••• 11,387,421 76.4 3, 526, 290 23.6 14,913,711
Normali•••••••••••••••.••••••• 4,318,960 82.0 946,517 18.0 5,266,477
·Olmsted••••••. , .••••.•••••..• 9, 253, 308 36.9 16,849,370 63.1 26, 102,678

Otter Tail.••••••••.•••••••• 9,793,316 66.4 6,173,862 34.6 14,967,178
Penllingt·on................... 1,893,868 45;7 2, 247,798 54.3 4, 141,656
Pine•••••••..•••••••••.••••• 2,512,247 69.5 1,099,710 30.4 3,611,957
Pipestone••.•••••••••••••••• 6,727,324 73.0 2, 116, 077 27.0 7,843,401
Polk••••.•••••••••••••••••• , 10,036,548 72.6 3,796,950 27.4 13,833,498

Pope•.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 5,075,419 79.4 I, 320,778 20.6 6, 396, 197
Ramsey•....•••••••••.••••••. 8,018, 106 5.2 147,281,754 94.8 155, 299,860
Red Lake•• ; •.. ·••••• ; •••••..• 1, 556,774 75.3 511,769 24.7 2,068, 533
Redwood~·•••••••••••• ; .•••••• 11,769,860 80.9 2,778,178 19.1 14,538,033
Renville••.•••••••••.••..••• 12,895,967 81.6 2,931,763 18.5 16,827,720

Rice•••••••••••.••••.••.•••• 7, 268,798 67.3 5, 406, 424 42.7 12,666, .222
Rock•••••••••••••.•.•••••••• 7,998,713 83.3 1,604,611 16.7 9,603,324·
Roseau., .••••••••••• ; ••••••• 2, 173, 462 76.3 673,954 23.7 2, 847; 406
St. Louis•..•••••••••••.•••• 35, 368; 540 ~O. 4 138, 221, 256 79.6 176,589,"896
Scott•••••..•••••••••••••••• 4, 524, 396 72.2 1,738, 399 27.8 6,262; 796

Sherburne••••.•••••••.•••••. 1,784,419 73.1 656,234 26.9 2,440,653
Sibley....................... 9, 567, 168 .84.6 1,740, 424 15.4 11, 307, 582
Stearns...... Q ............ 0 ~ ~ .. II 0 .... 0 11, 238,950 54.5 9, 392,918 46.5 20,631,868
Steele•••••.•••••.•.•.•••.•• 6,647,019 64.7 3,573,669 35.3 10, 120,678
Stevens••••••••••••••••••••• 4,640,246 76.2 I, 448, 222 23.8 6,088,468

Swift •.•••••••• ; •••••••••••• 5,363,821 76.7 1,631,268 23.3 6,996,089
Todd.......................... 5,687,711 78.0 1,608, 373 22.0 7. 296,084
Traverse••••••••.••••••••••• 4, 360, 422 85.9 713,670 14.1 5,074,092
Wabasha••••.; •••••.•••••••••.• 6,601, 270 69.6 2,458, 229 30.5 8, 059,499
Wadena•••••••••••••••.•••••• 1,497,711 63.6 1,303,621 46.6 2,801332

Wase·ca••••••••••••.•••••••••• 6,415,006 74;8 2, 159,791 26.2 8;574,797
Washington•.••••••.••••••••• 4, 585, 525 51. 8 4, 267,205 48.2 8,842,780
Watonwan•••••••••.••. ; ••.•••• 6,264,546 81.2 1,449, 179 18.8 7, 713,724
Wilkin••••••••••.••••••••• ; • 5, 196,991 82.8 1,076, 489 17.2 6, 272,480
Winona•.••••.••••••••••••••• 7, 166,664 40.1 10,680,779 59.9 17,837,433

Wright ••.•••••.•••••••••••.• 7,953,970 74.8 2,676,960 26.2 10,629,930
Yellow Mediiine•• , •••.•••••• 8,590,970 80.3 2, 102,770 19.7 10,698,740

Total. •••••••••••••••• $540,664,642 40.5% $794,974,044 69.6% $1, 836, 628, 686
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TABLE A

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE AND FULL VALUE AND TAXABLE VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
RESULTING FROM CLASS IFICATION OF PROPERTY AND PERSON,AL PROPERTY EXEMPTION

R E A.L PROPERTY PERSONAL PRO P ER T Y

Year Tr~e & F~l1 Taxable Val~e
Decrease in True &Full True & Full Taxable Value Decrease in True &Full

of Value Value due to Classified Value Value due to Classified
Levy Propert y Law Property Law & Exemption ;aj

Amo,unt % Amount %

1924 $4, 524,880, 500 $1,708, 434,,922 $ 2; 816, 445, 578 62, 24% $860, 354,846 $242,871, 326 $6 17, 483, 520 71. 77%

1925 4, 524,880,500 1,717,788,473 2,807,092,027 62,04 873,231,741 235,911,813 637,319,928 72,98

1926 4,532, 550, 490 1,714,148,222 2, 818, 4.02; 268 62,18 869, 160,766 232,609,468 636,,551,298 73,24

1927 4, 532, 550, 490 1,715,735,463 2,816,815,027 62,15 876, 613, 588 228,275,651 648,337,937 73,96

>l>-
1928 4, 526, 566, 338 1, 709, 390, 913 2,817,175,425 62,24 874,988,050 230,602,427 644, 385,623 73,65

(0

1929 4,526,566,338 1, 715, 451, 965 2, 811, 114, 373 62,10 882,414,932 232,261,524 650, 153, 408 73,68

1930 4, 433, 946, 563 1,676, 116,620 2,757,829,943 62,20 858,993,188 233, 349, ,068 6 35~ 644, 120 74,00

1931 4, 433, 946, 563 1,680,184,868 2~ 753, 761, 695 62,11 800,909,401 204,058,784 596,850,617 74,52

1932 3,823,357,004 1, 462, 910, 578 2,360,446,426 61.74 705,273,001 17 2, 8 37, 64 2 532, 435, 359 75,Ml

1933 3,823,357,004 1, 461,848, 897 2, 361, 508, 107 61. 77 675,731,153 155,892, 465 519,838,688 76,93

,Ul34 3, 591, 040, 347 i, 244, 970, 658 2, 346, 069, 689 65.33 663,638, 310 151,882,975 511; 755,335 77,11

Average

1924-34 4, 297, 603, 830 1,618,816,597 2,678,787,323 62.33 812, 846, 271 210,050,286 602,795,985 74, I6

1935 3, 591,046, 347 1, 238, 227, 106 2,352; 813, 241 65,52 530, 375, 375 155,548,863 374,826,512 70,67 (b"

1936 3, 497, 087,774 1, 205, 877,006 2, 291, 210, 768 65,52 710, 3S4, 396 166, 093, 508 544 300 888 76,62

1937 3, 497,087,774 1,196,715,753 2, 300, 372, 021 65,78 742,170,564 175,420,839 566,749,.725 76,36

1"938 3, 377, 938, 807 1, 154, 375,619 2, 223, 563, 188 65,83 737, 650, 336 176,553,061 561,097,275 76.06



TABLE A (Continued)

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE AND ~LL VALUE AND TAXABLE VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
RESULTING FROM CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY AND PERSONAL PROPERTY EXEMPTION

REA L PRO PER T 1 PER SON ALP R 0 PER T Y

Year
of

Levy

True &Full
Value Taxable Value Decrease in True &Full

Value due to Classified
pr6per:ty Law

True & Full
Val.ue . Taxable Value Decrease in True &Full

Value due to Classified
Property Law & Exemption (a)

1939 $3,3'17,938,807

1940 3,339,038,959

1941 ~ 339,038,959

19423, 848, 602, 686

$1,147;921,313

1, 125, 696, 720

1, 121; 904,465

1, 116, .537, 28 1

Amount

$2,230,017,494

2,213,342, 239

2,217,134,494

2,232,065,405

%"

66.02%

66.29

86.40.

66.66

$706,881, 245

735,082,848

738,274,341

858,008,462

$173,504,673

178, 294, 401

171,856, 188

187,857,584

Amount

$533,376, 572

556,788,447

566, 418, 153

670,160,878

%

75.45

75.74

76.72

78.11

B 1943

1944

1945

1946

Average

3, 348,602,686

3, 326,932,624

3,326,932; 624

3, 385, 200, 421

1, 109,691,791

1,097,774,061

1,085,596,928

1, 104, 897, 009

2, 238,910,895

2, 229, 158, 563

2,241, 335,696

2,280, 303, 412

66.86

67.00

67.37

67.36

935,510,342

934,908,302

980,033,862

1,021,770,917

202,069,823.

207, 125,645

218, 677, 458

230,731,577

733,440, 519

727,782,657

761, 356,404

791,039,340

78.40

77.85

77.69

77.42

(e) 1936~46 3,378,582,010

Average
all yrs. 3,827,351,503

1, 133, 362, 575

I, 370,095;522

2, 245, 219, 435 66.45

2, 457, 255,98164.·20

827,335,056

807,494,346 •

189,834,978

198,012,468

637,500,078

609, 481, 878

77.05

75.48

(aJ Ji'irst $100 of taxabLe vaLue of personaL Property o/every househoLd is exempt.

(b) AH househoLd goods exempt from taxaHon in 1935.

(c) 1935 amounts omitted because of exemption of househoLd goods.·



APPENDIX A

EFFECT OF CLASSIFIED PROPERTY LAW UPON VALUATIONS

Under Minnesota's Classified Property Law, all real and personal property is valued by the
local assessor at its "true and full" value which value is supposed to represent the asSessor's
estimate of the "market" value of the property. After the assessor determines the true and full
value, Minnesota statutes provide that the assessed value of each itemofproperty shall be determin­
ed at a fixed percentage of the true and full value. These percentages vary depending upon the class
of property being considered. This classification of property for tax purposes has two effects on
the final value upon which the property taxis levie4:(l) the taxa.ble value j.S ~lways lesS than
the true' and full value by a considerable amount and (2) the relative proportion which each class of
property bea~s to the total taxable value varies.

Minnesota's Classified Property Law has been changed frequently but most of these changes
have had only a light effect upon the taxable base. However, the Homestead Classification Law of
1934 effected a substantial decrease in the taxable base. In table A, page 49, the trUe and full
valuation and the taxable valuation of both real and personal property are compared for the twenty­
three year period from 1924 to 1946 inclusive. In examining this' table, it should be noted that
because personal property generally has a lower classification than real property,. the effect of
property classification, in terms of' the reduction of' true and full value, is much greater upon
personal property than upon real property.

FrOm 1924 to 1934 inclusive, the taxable value of ~eal property averaged.38% of' the true
and full value because of the provision of the property Classification Law. Af~er the passage of the
Homestead Classlf'ication Law granting a low rate of' valuation f'or property occupiedf'or residential
purposes by the owner, taxable valuations averaged 33% of' the true and full valuation for· the period
f'rom 1936 to 1946 inclusive. Because the Property Class~f'icatlon Law provides a lower assessed
valuation f'or most personal property items than it does for real property classes, the taxable value.
of' personal property averaged 25% of the true and full value of' personal property for the twenty­
three year period from 1924 to 1946 inclusive.
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TABLE XXXI

COMPARISON OF 1911-5 AND 1~1I-6 PROPERTY'TAX MILL RATES,
PROPERTY TAXES, AND TAXABLE VALUATIO~S BY COUNTY

(FOR TAXES PAYABLE IN 1911-6. AND 19 q.7)

Increase Increase Increase
1945 Hili 1946 Mill /orlJ~- 1945 Property 1946 Property or De- % 1945 Total 1946 Total or De- %

County. Rate Rate crease(-) Tax Tax crease(-) Taxable Value Taxable Value crease (.... )

Ai tkin••••••••••• . 199.43 188.09 -. 11.34 $ 333,759$ 356,009 $ 22,250 6.7% $ 1,673,554 $ 1,892,778 $ 219"; 224 13.1%
Anoka•• , ••••••••• 103,86 116.55 12.69 580,928 718, 478 137, 550 23. 7 5,593,185 6, 164, 541 571, 356 10.2
Becker. •••••••••. 112.11 126.77 14.66 707,692 770,884 63, 192 8.9 6, 312, 440 6,080,955 231. 485 - 3.7
Beltrami. ••••• , •• 145.07 149.55 4.48 524.294 564,646 40, 352 7.7 3,614, 123 3,775, 599 161; 476 4.6
Benton••••••••••• 104.93 110.34 5.41 467,386 502, 169 34,783 7.4 4,454,398 4,551,078 96,680 2.2
Big Ston~ ••••••• 83,32 89.01 5.69 422, 359 480,645 58,286 13.8 5,069, 284 5, 400, 038 330,754 6.5
Blue Earth••••••• 76.34 83~ 87 7.53 1,543, 146 1,713, 194 170,048 11.0 20,214,662 20,426, 110 211,448 1.0
Brown•••••••••••• 74.41 80.50 6.09 1,004,000 1, 101,644 97,644 9.7 13, 492, 291 13,684, 231 191,940 1.4
Carl ton•••••••••• 127.03 138.37 11. 34 889,658 1,026,813 137, 155 16.4 7,003,257 7,421,028 417,771 6.0
Carver••••••••••• 70.91 72.21 1. 30 626,638 669, 169 42, 531 6.8 8,837,234 9,267,354 430, 120 4.9
Cass••••••••••••• 164.96 175.39 10.43 386, 151 418,464 32, 313 8.4 2, 340,853 2, 385,890 45,037 1.9
Chipp·ewa••••••••• 93.73 107.74 14.01 732, 056 856,927 124,871 17.0 7,810,594 7,953,360 142,766 1.8
Chisago•••••••••• 98.75 112. 19 13.44 423,730 501,344 77,614 18.3 4, 291,034 4,468,553 177,519 4.1
Clay••••••••••••• 86.74 96.46 8.72 873, 349 991,522 118, 173 13.5 10, 068, 196 10, 386, 384 318, 188 3.2
Clearwater••••••• 185.27 16 5~ 6 5 -. 19.62 228, 343 243,029 14,686 6.4 1, 232, 507 1,467, 132 234,625 19.0
Cook•••••••.••••• 101.89 99.23 - 2.66 75, 543 96,095 20,552 27.2 741,387 968, 371 226,984 30.6
Cottonwood.•••••. 78.96 85.75 6.80 780, 424 844,870 64, 446 8.2 9, 885, 124 9,852,877 32, 247 .301 Crow Wing•••••••• 124.35 124.54 .19 1,024, 164 1, 120,836 96,672 9.4 8, 236, 296 8,999,675 763, 379 9.3.~

Dakota•.••••••••• 90.09 100. 13 10.04 1, 652, 367 1,771,681 219,31414.1 17, 230, 518 17,693, 218 462, 700 2.7
Dodge•••••••••••• 82.97 87.92 4.95 592,620 638,611 45; 991 7.8 7, l4.2,~ 7, 263,838 121,410 1.7
Douglas•••••••.•• 103.46 106.86 3.40 730,644 777, 193 46, 549 6.4 7,062,307 7, 272,816 210,609 3.0
Faribault ••••••.• 75.54 85.08 9.54 1,042, 977 1, 183,678 140,70113.5 13, 806, 682 13, 912, 364 105,682 .8
Fillmore••••••••• 88.34 95.25 6.91 1,088,826 1, 181,722 92, 896 8.5 12, 3.25, 293 12> 406,828 81, 535 .7
Freeborn•..•••••. 83.40 94.21 10.81 1, 286, 886 1, 486, 010 199, 124 15.5 15, 430, 418 15,773,655 343, 237 2.2
Goodhue•••••..•.. 83.66 92.03 8.37 1, 367, 460 1, 512, 544 145,084 10.6 16, 345,954 16, 435, 642 89, 688 .5
Grant•..••. " •.•. 85.75 94.13 ·8.38 407,172 460,968 53, 796 13.2 4, 748, 449 4,897,091 148,642 3.1
Hennepin.•.....•. 114.86 120·;61 5.75 30,884, 357 34,046, 210 3, 161, 85310.2 268,876,570 28 2, 294, 903 13, 418, 333 5.0
Houston...••. " .•• 110.30 116 .. 11 5,81 571, 760 602,974 31, 214 5.4 6,183,847 5,193,024 9, 177 .2
Hubbard••••.•• " ... 161. 42 158.41 - 3.01 286, 737 285, 343 - 1, 394 .5 1,776, 288 1, 80 I, 255 24,967 1,4
Isanti. •••••.•••. 118.20 121. 05 2.85 378,963 399,853 20,890 5.5 3,206,042 3, 303,073 97, 031 3.0
Itasca•••• " •.•••• 136.92 140.53 361 2, 149, 577 2,093,013 - 56, 564 2.6 15,699,641 14,893,473 - 806, 168 5, 1.
Jackson•••••••••• 62.53 70.71 8.18 768,585 867,038 98,45312.8 12,292,196 12,261,416 30,780 .3
Kanabec•••. '" " •• 149.32 148.90 - .42 28·1, 992 319,219 37, 227 13.2 1,888, 484 2, 143,871 255, 387 13.5
Kandiyohi•••••••• 78.68 86.20 7 ~ 62 958, 114 1, 071, 780 113, 666 11.9 12, 193,039 12, 434,. 015 240,976 2..0
Ki ttson••••.••••• 100.67 105.47 4,90 446,733 496,766 50,033 11. 2 4, 441,903 4,710, 168 268. 265 6',0
Koochiching•.•••• 189.45 188.58 .87 645,949 658,339 12, 390 1.9 3,409,588 3, 490,960 81; 372 2.4
Lac Qui Pai'le•••• 68.78 74.77 5.99 708,799 788,684 79,88'5 11.3 10,305,340 10, 548, 030 242, 690 2.4
Lake•.•••••••••• , 121. 98 . 127.21 5.23 190, 529 196,952 6,423 3.4 1,561,981 1, 548, 28.2 13,699 .9
Lake of the Woods 156. 17 181. 27 25.10 96,937 115, 898 19,961 20.8 641,300 639, 378. 25, 078 4.1
Le Sueur••••••••• 69.36 76.24 6.88 650,849 725.928 75,079 11.5 9.383, 145 9,521, 705 138, 560 1.5
Lincoln•••••••••• 80.07 86.01 5.94 485, 266 529; 489 44, 223 9.1 6, 060, 626 6, 155,794 95, 168 1.6
Lyon••••••••••••• 68.97 76.84 7.87 832,934 949, 117 116,183 13.9 12,077,074 12, 352,249 275,175 2.3
HcLeod•••••.••••• 72.27 77.98 5.71 837,289 920, 499 83, 210 9.9 11, 586, 007 11,804,726 218,718 1.9
Mahnomen••••••••• 137.76 133.19 - 4.57 165,771 172,445 6,674 4.0 . 1, 203, 353 1, 294,709 91, 356 7,6HarshalL ••• , •.•••" 136.89 125.75 - 11. 14 693,849 646,243 - 47,606-6.9 5,068, 557 5, 139, 148 70, 591 1.4
Hart in\l e II \I \I l) II 0 0 0 6 70.40 81. 26 10.86 . 1, 138,677 1,334,055 195,378 17.2 16,174,027 16,417,943 243, 916 1.5
Heeker••••••••••• 74 •. 54 81. 77 7.23 717,081 796, 177 79,096 11.0 9,619,345 9,736,315 116, 970 1,2
Hille Lacs••••••• 143.26 147.23 3.97 4a2,.566 456,353 23,788 5.5 3,019,368 3,099,. 580 80, 212 2.6



TABLE XXXI - (Cont i nued)

COMPA.R ISON O:F 19ij5 AND 1911-6 PROPERTY TAX MilL RATES,
PROPl:RTY TAXES, AND TAXABLE VALUATIONS BY COUNTY

(FOR T~XES PAYABLE IN 19lJ.6 AN D 1911:7)

Increase Increase Incr.ease
1945 Hill 1946 Hill or De- 1945 Property 1946 Property or De- % 1945 Total 1946 Total or· De·- %

C()~lity Rate Rate crease(-) Tax Tax crease (-) Taxable Value Taxable Value crease(--)

Horrison••••••••• 108.21 112.51 4.30 $ 766,075 $ 822.969 $ 56,894 7.4% $ 7,079,638 $ 7,314,640 $ 235,002 3.3%
NoWer•••••••••••• 83.30 97.94 14.64 1, 508,800 1,801, l20 292,320 19.4 18,111,817 18,390,391 278, 574 105
Hurray••••••••• , • 59.Ii 67.85 8.74 607,979 693,006 85; 027 14.0 10, 285; 052 10;213,711

_.
71, 341 .• 7

Nicollet ••••••••• 67.78 71047 3.69 533, 142 569,285 36, 143 6.8 7,865,497 7,965,701 100; 204 L3
Nobles•• , ••• ·••••• 66.64 71. 31 4. 67 961, 229 1,063; 553 102,324. 10.6 14,423,849 14,913,711- 489,862 3.4
Norman" <> ., <> <> \ Q ~ <> D " 92.10 101092 9.82 481,824 536,649 54,825 11.4 5, 231,405 5,265,477 34,072 .6
Olmsted••••.•••••• 93.43 102.65 9.22 2,123,902 2,576,860 452,958 21. 3 22,731,502 25, 102,678 2,371,176 10,4
Otter TaiL •••• ·•• 100,.29 nO.46 10.17 1,431,465 1,653, 293 221,828 15.5 14, 272,. 960 14, 967, 178 694, 218 409
Pennington•••••• , 107.30 114.76 7.46 390,727 475,317 84, 590 21. 6 3, 641, 490 4, 141,656 500, 166 13,7
Pine••••••••••••• 16a.43 165.!38 - 4.05 569,057 597, 355 28, 298 5.0 3, 358, 592 3, 611, 957 253, 365 7.5
Pipestone•••••••• 76.81 83.24 6.43 600,597 652,880 52, 283 8.7 7,819,025 7,843,401 24, 376 .3
Polk•••••• "••• "••• 96.77 100.15 3.38 1,298,746 1,385,419 86,673 6.7 13,420,966 13,833,498 412,532 3. 1
Pope••• , •.•••••.• 87.48 94.20 6.72 551,782 602, 533 50,751 9.2 6,307,864 6,396, 197 88, 333 L4
Itamsey••• " "•••••• 96.87 96.39 - .48 14,425,527 14,970, 107 544,580 3.8 148, 919, 559 155, 299,860 6, 380, 30 1 4.~
Red Lak~ ••••• '" 111. 79 116.58 4.79 223, 454 241, 158 17,704 7.9 1,998,913 2,068, 533 69,620 3.5
Redwood•••••.•••• 67.27 69.63 2.36 933,247 1,012, 259 79,012 8.5 13,872,491 14,538,033 665,542 4,8

('Jl Renville••••.•••. 75.64 76.26 .62 1, 135, 941 1, 207,058 71, 117 6.3 15,017,467 15,827,720 810;. 253 5 .. 4
c.:> Rice.", ...•••••.• 94.22 97.73 3.51 1,175,615 1,237,816 62, 201 5.3 12,476,768 12,665,222 188,454 1,,5

Rock••• , .•.• , ..... 58.25 66;77 8.52 555;092 641,. 230 86,138 15.5 9, 529, 326 9,603,324 73,998 ,8
Roseau.•••....•.• 146.72 147.26 .54 365,222 419,313 54,091 14.8 2,489,272 2,847,406 358,134 14 4
St. Louis.••••• ". 98.68 105.73 7.05 17,909,248 18,354,503 445, 255 2.5 181, 482,759 173,589,896 - 7,892,863 41 I~
Scot t. , •...••..•• 78,45 85,75 7.30 487,661 537,057 49, 396 10.1 6, 216,043 6,262,795 46,752 ,8
Sherburn~•..•••. 115.51 U8,86 3.35 299,.937 290, 098 - 9,839 ~3.3 2, 596, 547 2, 440,653 .- 155,894 6, 0
Sibley••..•. , .••. 59.34 64.80 5,46 662,737 732,774 70,037 10.6 11, 168, 346 11, 3.07, 582 139, 236 1.2
Stearns. , •••.... , 100,30 105.30 5,00 1,988, 262 2, 172,535 184,273 9.3 19,822, 198 20,631,868 809,670 4.1
Steele., .•• , •. " .. 84.54 89,45 4.91 836,369 905,304 68,935 8.2 9,893,534 10, 120,678 227, 144 2,3
Stevens•• , •.•••.• 7.9.62 88.80 9.18 473,872 540,654 66,782 14.1 5,951,615 6,.088,468 J.36,853 2.3
Swift ••.•• " ••.•.•• 105.17 112.55 7.38 701,377 787,301 85,924 12.2 6,669, 138 6,995,089 325, 951 4,9
'todd. ,.,. , •••• ,. ~ • 1l.3.02 125.40 12: 38 800,724 914,946 114, 222 14.3 7,084,622 7, 296, 084 211,462 3,0
Traverse•• , , , • , , • 71. 24 79.• 07 7.83 359, 124 401, 232 42, 108 11. 7 5,041, 067 5,074,092 33,025 ,6
Wabasha. , • ' • " • " , • 83.40 93,33 9.93 661,748 752,226 90,478 13.7 7,934,335 8,059,499 125, 164 1.6
Wadena, , , • 0 , , • ;.' , 109.89 125.03 15.14 293,991 350, 252 56,261 19,1 2,675,286 2,801,332 126,046 4,7
11'aseca, , , , , , , , , , , 70.30 82.75 12.45 595, 132 70'9, 544 114, 412 19.2 8,465,723 8, 574,797 109,074 L3
1I'ashlngtdn" • , , , , 104'.39 116.33 11. 94 897,424 1,028,700 131, 276 14. 6 8, 596, 908 8,842,730 245,822 2,8
Watomran,., , , '- '- ., 75.06 80.96 5.90 582, 247 624,537 42, 290 7,3 7,757,056 7,713,724 .- 43, 332 ,6
Wilkin.·" ',""."" 72; 29 74.83 2.54 427, 550 469,396 41,846 !L8 5,914, 223 6, 272; 480 358, 257 6,0
Winona-. , ~ ~ ~ r_ c 91. 91 99,34 '7. 43 1, 549, 813 1,771, 908 222, 095 14, 3 16,863, OM 17,837,433 974, 429 5.8
WI'lgh'!:, , ' , , , , , , , , 86.50 91.48 4.98 887, 134 972,436 85, 302 9,6 10,. 255, 311 10,629,930 374,619 3,6
Yellow }fedieine" 71. 58 80.83 9.25 746,536 864,.342 117.. 806 15.8 10,430, 029 10,. 693, 740 263, 711. 2,5

)fotaL " , ., • 96.46 102.42 5.96 $125,815, 194 $136,800,445 $10,985,251 8.7% $1, 304, 274,386 $t, 335, 628,586 $31, 354, 200 2,4%


