II. THE FOUNDATION OF THE FRONTIER MILITARY ROAD SYSTEM

When Wisconsin was admiited to statehood;fthat por-
tlon of the original territory of Wiécdnsin lying Wést'_;
of the St; Crolx River was excluded from the new state
and no provision was made for the continuation of ter-
ritorial law, Some people thdught that there was no
longer any authority to enfqrqe laws, if 1ndeed‘there
-were any to enforce, The country lying north of Iowa
end west of the Misslssippil River was in e similar poO-
-8ition, for it had been separated from Iowa when that
territory was admltted as a state. But there the ne-
"glect was less harmful, for therregion had never been
opened to white settlement;'and, aslde frém a few trad-
"ers who were pretty much their own 1éw, few white imen
lnhabited 1t, The Minnesota coﬁntry east cf the Missis;
sipol had been open to white settlement for a decade,
end its peoplé hadvbfdught'to it many of the attributes
of settled regions. It would have been.difficult to |
relegate that whiﬁe-man's land to the uncertain status
6f Indian country. 1 _

As the summer of 1848 waned and no Congressional

actlon was teken to provlde a territoriel governuent

for the Mlnnesots country, thé'inhabitants of the re-

1. Folwell, Minnesots, 1: 338, 488.
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glon took matters into thelr own hdn&s, In August a _
group of citizens met at Stillwaﬁer and ﬁéﬁed one of
thelir number to Dresent their coée.to Congrass. Henry
Hastings Sibley was cnosen for this important task, and
the cholce was a fortunate one, for, althoagh Sibley's
clalm to the seat Vacated by the delegate from NiSCOﬂf
sin when that territory became a state was of doubﬁful
legality, the surprisingly suave fur trader from the
West g0 won the members of Congress that they over-
looked the irregularity ofAhiéﬁeleétion and. accorded
ﬁim the right to occupy the fseat; As the represents-~
tive from the territory of Wisconsin, he was in»a‘pou
sition to work for the things that the Minnesotz country
needed, 3 |
| There 18 reason to believe that the need for an
‘adequate system of communication was anvimpqrtant'fac-"
tor in the aéimatlon for the creation of HUinnesota Ter-
ritory. The coﬁntry was new and sparsely settled, and
1ts meager beginnlpg of a road system was fsr less than
even so thinly pooulated a oountrv needed, But there
were too few people to perform the physical lebor of
bullding the roads, Urging the necessity for a rosd
between St. Paul and Stillwatér, Henry L. Moss of the
latter place wrote to Sibley: "The interests of the
country require that something.should be done, And

et the present time there is not sufficient number of

2. Folwell, Ninnezota, 1: 241-246, 365-367.°



settlers uﬁon'thé route to effect anything by their
own labor." But there was a way in ¥hich roads might
be obtained, no matter how poor and sparsely-séttled‘
the country was, The fedéral goverﬁﬁent might be per-

suaded, under the gulse of frontler defense sgalnst the

Indians, to brovide the foundation for a system of roads

years before the people of the territory theﬁselveé
could bulld them. Next to obtalning a territorial form
of government for the Minnesota country, Sibley's mést‘
1mportént task was that of getting angress td appropri~‘
ate money to.bulld roads, '

Sibley returned torMinnesota in the sQring of 18349
with his principal mission accomplished, and, while he
had not obtained the hoped~for Conzressional pronriq
tions for military rogds, he had laild the foundations
for future action, He L2d succeeded 1in getting a bill |

lantroduced in Congress asking for an spprooriation of

$12,000 for the construction of a road from the St, Louis—/ﬁ'

River to St, Paul and Point Douglas by way of Msrine
Mills &and Stillwater.' Congress had not had time to con-
sider the bill during the sesslon of 1343, but Sibley

anticipated no difficulty in obtalning that body's

3., Moss to Sibley, November 20, 1848, 1In this let-
ter and in one from Orange Walker to Sibley, dated No-
vember 7, 1848, petitions for roads, which were being.
prepared by residents of Stlllwater, are referred to,
The letters are 1n the Sibley Papers, :

', 4



~ approval when next it met, 4 - : e L .r'
Hé'had'reason to be.optimistic, for Congressionél
appropriations er road oonstrﬁction‘had ample preeedent.
Since the early nineteenth century, when Congresé first
appropriated money to bulld the old National Road, every
territory and many of the western states had received
grents of money or lands to ald in building.roads and
canals, In Wisconsin and}IbWa,'nearest neighbors to the
Minnesote country, the federal government had spent mon-~
ey llberall& fcr the construction of military roads for
the protection of the frontier., In the background of
Minnesota history, also, were two expeditions sent out
expressly to make explorations for contemplated military -
Aroada through the southern portion of the region. The
road for which Sibley asked was one that the territory
of Wisconsin had endeavored to obtsin for half a decade;
. Its route was slightly different, but the plan for a mile
itary road from the Mississippi River to Lake Superlor

was the same. 5

4, Congressionsl Globe, 30 Congress, 2 sesslion, 409,
‘599, 615; address of Sibtley to the people of Minnesota
Territory, The latter is an undated, printed document
in the Sibley Papers, '

5. See ante, p. 25-30; Archer B, Hulbert, "The Old
National Road -- The Historic Highway of Amerioa," in
Ohioc Archaeologlcael and Historical Soclety, Publications,
9: 405-519 (Columbus, 1901), A list of approoriations
by Congress for constructlng &nd repalring the road
mey be found on pages 511-517, The idea of construct-
lng military roede apparently had its inception in 1819,
See Jeremlah 5. Young, A Political end Constltutional
Study of the Cumberland Road, 31 (Chicago, 1904). Ap-
"prOpriations for military roads in. territorial Wiscon-
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During the summer that followed the organization

of the terxitory, the Minnesota country hummed with ac-
tivity. Real estate values began a'Spectacular rise in
St. Paul,'gnd settlers —- férmers, merchants, and profes-
" glonel men -- thronged An, Those forerunners to a mlghty,
wave of immigration were dreamers and planners, Specula;~ﬂ
tors on the fortunes of a ﬁew country; “They were not
content to let things drift on the winds of chance; they
wanted immediate results, They were'diésatisfied,that,
only the small portion of the territory east of the Mis-
sisslppl River was open to settlement, for they had vi=-
jsions of vast fortunes in real estate and commerce bullt
~.upon the foundatlions of a thriving population not only
~there but in the "Suland" to the west of the Mississipm

eln, according to Sibley, totaled $104,000; those for
territorial Iowa, $85,500, Concressional Globe, 31 Con-
gress, 1 sesslon, 1074; Statutes at Large, 5: 303, 352,
670, 778. The route sug&ested In memorisls to Congress
by the Wisconein leglslature extended from Prasirie du
Chien to La Polnte on Lake Superlor, and one memorial
asked for a roed from St. Crolx Falls to La Pointe, It
was claimed that such a road would bring the rich copper
regions of Lske Superior into close contact with the
civilization of the Mississippl River and would give the
citizens of La Pointe County the "protection and bene-
fits of the courts of Jjustice agreeable to our free in-
stitutions," Wisconsin Argus (Madison), Februery 11,
April 15, 1845, Jamuwary 230, February 10, 1846; Strong,
Texribory of %isconsin, 453 477, 507, 543 “The Argus
for January 12, 1847, arﬁued that a road up the S5t.
Crolx Valley to Lake Superior would open an immense mar-
ket in the copper mining region for the agriculturel
produce of the Mississippi Valley. It claimed that the
distance from St. Crolx Feglle to Fond du Lzc was only
about a hundred miles and that 1t wes only a few mlies
farther to La Pointe, Furthermore, the paper asserted,
englneers had reported that the route was feasible and
that the cost of construction would be small. -
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as well. They demandéd'that'the'lnaian title to that
.land'be quleted and that facilitlies for trahsportation
throughout the territory be prov;ded. 6

Chief among‘their prophets stood James Madison
'Goodhue; fiery editor of Minnesota'ls flrst néWSpaper;

the Minnesote Pioneer. He arrived in St. Paul close

on the-heels of the messengers who brought the news of
* the organization of the territory, On April 28, 1849,

he issued the first number of his newspaper, and from

that time untll his death in 1852 he was an outstanding
exponent of expanslon and growth and an ardent advocate

of the necessity for improving the means of transpor-

"tation and communication in Minnesota. He foresaw the

possibilities for St. Paul as a distributing point for
the Northwest, Its position at the head of navigation

on the Mississipol River, he declared, made 1t the natur-

21 center from which goods would be distributed by land

- over a wide area -- to the Selklrk settlements, to the

Indian country extending to the Rocky Mountains, and

to the Lake Superlor country and the basin of the Great

Lakes., The possibilities that he'enviéionéd were nation-

a2l in scope and importance, but their fulfillment, in

part, depended upon the completion of a network of roads

 , such as that'for wnlch Sibley in the fall of 1849 asked

Congress to approbriate funds. !

8. Folwell, Minnesota, 1: 266-270, |
" %7. Minnesota Ploneer, April 28, May 5, 18492.
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Just what'p1éns for,achié#ing’thé.desiréd results
- Wére discussed during-the’summer m&nths of 1849:may
never be known; for much of the debaﬁe undoubtédlj took
H ,place in private conversationé. ' In August the first ter-
_ritofial g¢lectlion was held, at which representaﬁivss to K
the territorial leglslature and a Gelegate to Congress #
were elected, It is noteworthy that popular regard for
Sibley“was sovgreat ﬁhat he was unaniméusly elected to
serve as delegate @o Congress from'Minhesota Territory.
- The leglslature met for 1ts first seselon on September'
3, end Governor Alexander Remsey, 1ln his address to that
bddy on the following déy, outlined what he considered
were the essential needs of the territory., Among other
‘things he suggested that Ymuch good ., . . could be.done
by ﬁﬂe'gencral gpvérnment, in opening‘a grect military
‘road from Fort Snelliﬁg.to the Missoﬁri, and marching
g respectable mllitery force over it at least onée;a
year," Tnis, he felt, would curb the menace from the
préirie In&ians,.and, if the ﬂSuland"vwere purchesed,
would go far toward ending 1£, A good wogon roed frem
the St, Croix to Lske Superior, hefstated, twould open
the mineral reglons on the shores of that lake to the
farm produce of our‘Territory° e« « o It would, moreover,
glve convénient accesg Lo the extensive pineries‘on
that river; and thus enable the Genefal Government, ét
an earlyfbériod,'to realizé sometﬁing'oﬁt of her public

lends in that guarter. . . . On the Missiscippi, & good



i
" road is neededg'and one could‘be éoﬁstrué;ea at\smallr
-ekpénse, from éﬁ. Peul . . . to Crow Wihs'. . . andaﬁhen
~completed, it would afford to the.Governmeht a good mil-
itary road from Fort Snelling to Fort Galnes," The gov-
ernor recognizéd‘aISO that a road to Crdw Wing would
facilitete the Red River tradc, the cultivation of which
‘he thought distinctly advisable, ©

The legislature took Up its work with enthusiosm,
drafting 2 serlies of memorials to Congress which sur-
passed the recommendations of Governor'Ramsey. In a2d-
dition to the three roads which he thought were lmpor-
tant to the territory, the two houses asked that & |
‘road be constructed.from ﬁhg Mississippl River at the |
mouth of the Swan River to the Winnebago agency at Long
Prairie on £h§ grounds that theAagency was unable to
procure needed SupplieS; A memoriel for a rosd on the
west side of the Mississippi River from Mendotz to the
- Iowa 1line was also adopted, for suchh e road would 'pe
highly beneficial-to the Government of the Unlted States,
by enabling it much more rapldly to dispose of the lands
~on the west side of the Lilssissippl river convenlent to»'
the line éf seld road, and which will in all probabdbility.
be séon in merket," The ploncers even then-weré antl-

¢lpating the negotiation of a treaty for the extinctlon

8. Folwell, Minnesota, 1: 248-255; Councll Journal,
1849, p. 13, 15, 1€, Fort Galnes was renamed Fort .
~Ripley in 1850, Upham, Geograohic Names, 355.
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of the Sloux title to the ’ﬂqu west of tne hississinoi.
To what extent tho influence of Sible hud deuermixed
the recommendations of Governor Ramsey to the leglslature
1s not known. Rémsey, a hewcomer in the reéion, could‘
»hardly have ma&e such spccific'recommondatiohs without ¢
advice from someone, iln spite of hig extensive travels
in Minnesota during the summer of 1849, and Sibley; with
his experience of a decade and a half in the fur trade,
was-well equipped to gulde him. There were men in the
legislature, too, who knew the communication needé'of the
territory, not from hcarsay,'but from actuel expefience.
The influence of David Olmsted; president of the Council,
and since 1848 a trader at Long'Prairie; was lmportont.
‘Martin McLeod, for over e decade a trader in the Minne-
.gota Valley, repdrted:to the Council on the memorialhfor
e road from Fort Sneliing t0 the mouth of the Big Sioux
River, .The mecmorlal for a rcad to Fort Ripléy and the
Winnebaga agency was lald before the Couhcil by William
Sturgls, a trader at Little Falls; and that for a road
from Point Douglas to Lake‘Superior, by Devid B, Loomis,
a lumberman from Stlllva ter, In the House Alexls quily,
long & figure of prominence 1n the Minnesota'fuf trade,
played an importantvpart in draﬁing up the @emorial for

8 rosd from ilendote to the Iowa line, 10

9, Councill Journal, 1849, p. 28; House Journal, 1849,
p. 313 Lawg, 1848, p. 1685, 162, 178 173. Four 01 thir-
teen re ozuﬂlQ 9aootnd at this seqeion relete to roads.
10, Warren Uphem end Mrs. ‘Rose B, Dunlao, Jinwcootﬂ_
Blogravhies, 1655-1913, 28, 448, 476, 565, 756 (Minnc-
sote hiuqorﬂcal Ccli cvtwons, vol 14 - St Paul 1914)




Sibléy reiurned to Wasﬁington armedﬂyith;the_memo~
riels to CongréSS'and'the_knOW1edge that thg only Way'
a badlyvneeded road system could be obtained quickly
was by liberal governmental expenditure." He Wag/Spurred
on by_anxious lotters from home, "I trust you will do
your bést in getting an appropriation for our road.to
lake Supcfior," wrote one St, Crolx Valley supplicant.
"If not assisted by Gov[ernment] we have a hard task
before us if left to individual enterprise énd until
fhere 18 & road opened the country north of us will
- settle verry [silc] slowly." Anothef constltuent wrote,
"The difficulgy in getting access to the ianterior ia
© now & perféct barrier," David Olmsted entreated, "Can-

‘not an sppropriation for the improvement of the road

between this placé (Long Prairie] end the Mississipni’

- be procured and Expended at an early date? It is im-
peratively needed each by the Government, the Indisns,
the traders, and the citizcns generally." 11
Sibley's bill to provide for the construction of
roads in the terrltory was lntroduced in the Hcuse on
February 4, 1850, The committee on roads, to whom the
b11l wes referred, reported favorszbly on 1t in the
following words:
11, William Holcombe to Sibley, Jaauary 15, March
12, 1850; J. 0. Henning to 3Sibley, March 26, 1850;
David Olmsted to Sibley, lMarch 25, 1850, Orange Walker
sugzested that sn apopronriation of land be obtalned
for constructing the road to Lzke Buperior. Walker to

. 8ibley, December 10, 1849, These letters are in the
Slbley Pepers, - ST e



Thet same fostering care which has always been

extended to the new Territories of the country may,
in the opinion of the committee, well be manifested
towards Minnesota, in opening and improving such
thoroughfares as may be necessary for her protec-
tion, and useful in advancing her settlements.
Such a policy will not only conduce to the genereal
interest and welfare of the settlers, but will in-

,, erease the value and sale of the public lands to

X the benefit of the government, 18 S

-

When the blll came up for consideraﬁion in the House,
however, i1t was opposed by Rebresent&tiva'George'W. Jones
of Tennessee.oh the grounds that the people of the ter-
ritory could mske thelr own roads as well-as‘could those .
living 1in the states. Sibley countered this assertion
by appealing to precedent, | -

It has been the uniform policy of Congress to
ald the organized territories, by appropriations
of money for the construction of rcads., The Gove-
~ernzent belng the only great landholder, it is in
accordance with 1ts own pecunlary interests, as
well as Just to Minnssota, that proper means of-
access should be afforded to immigrants who wish
to settle upon the public lands, The roads asked
for are to be the great thoroughfares of the coun-
try, some of them to lead to your millitary posts
and your Indlan agencies, and the Government, by
“econstructing them, will, in a very few years, save
more than the suws asked for, by the consequent
diminutlon of the cost of trensporting military
-8tores and supplies, and goods and provisions for
annultles under treaty stipulations,

Representative Richard Parker of Virginla moved to omit
the sum requested for the Mendota~Big Sloux road, and |
"stated flatly that he would not vote for any military
roads unless the bllls for them were accompanled by

13. Congressionsl Globe, 31 Congress, 1 session, 230,

: 276, 511; ‘report of the House committee on roads and ca-
. nals, March 13, 1850, in 31 Congress, 1 sesslon, House

Committee Reports, no. 172 (serial 583). B
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- recommendations and estimates from military officials.
The opposition of}Jéneé-and farker was 6veréome,‘but aﬁ
amendment proposed by Representative Ofin Féwler‘of Has-
sachusetts that thé“goverhor 6f the territory be re- |
quired to feport annually to Congress on ekpenditurés of
money appropriated was adopted, and 1ln that.form the bill
was passed by the House, Contrary to the éxpectations
of both Sibley and Remsey, the bill had smoothef salling
in the Senate, There Stephen A, Douglas;lever Minnesot&'s.
friend, and Augustus C., Dodge of Iowa, quleted the objec-
tions that ﬁere ralsed because the war department had
not asked for the roads, The bill passed by a vote of

28 to 7, and Minnesota's road-bullding program was ready

to be put into operation. 13

13, Congressional Globe, 31 Congress, 1 session, 1074,
1078, 1089, 1112, 1348, 1356; Sibley to Ramsey, May 27,
30, 1850, in the Ramsey Pepers, 1ln the possession of the
: Minnescta Historical Socliety; Ramsey to Sibley, June 3,
. 1850, in Sibley Papers. In a sense there had been rec-

! ommendaticns for roads in Minnesota by the war department.
Captain Jokn Pope, after his return from Minnesote 1n
1849, recommended to the secretery of war that three
wagon roads be constructed, one to connect the Red River
and Mississippi River valleys, one from St. Paul to the
Missourl River, and one from St, Paul to Crow Wing and
eastward to Lake Superior, Pope's report is in 31 Con-
gress, 1 session, Senate Executlve Documents, no., 423,

" p. 1-42 (serial 558), oee also a letter from Pope to
Henry M. Rice, dated September 26, 1850, which was pub-
lieghed in the Minnesota Democrst on December 10, 1850,

- Pope evidently hoped to obtaln the sppointment to di- A

_rect the construction of Minnesota roasds. Pope to J. J.
Abert, August 16, September 3, 1850, in War Department -

Archives, Topographlcal Engineers, Letters Recelved
(Calendar, 2757, 2758). Photoststlc coples of these
letters sre ‘in the possession of the Minnescta Historicsel
Soclety. ' : : : :
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Thé mezsure became effective_bn'Jﬁly,ls, 1850, It

‘ appfOpriated $15,000 for-the construction .of & fqad f?om .
' Point Dougles on the Mississippi, vlia Cottage Grove,
Stillweter, Marlne.Mills? end the falls of théisp. Croix,
to the falls of the St. Louls River. For the construc-
tlon of a roed from Point Douglas, via Cottage Grove,'w
Red Rock, St. Paul, and the Falls of St. Anthony, to
Fort Ripley, $10,000 was sset eside, and the sum of
.$5,000 was made available for a road "from the mouth
of Swan River, or the most avallable point bétween it
and the Sauk Rapids, ‘to the Winnebago azency et Long
Praifle."l Sivley did not obtalin monesy for a road frdm _
"the Iowa line to Mendota elong the west bank of the riv-
er, but he did gect an appropriétion of §5,000 for s roéd}
from Wabeshs to Mendote, Also, the sum of 5,000 was
set aslde for the survey of & road from Mendota to the
'moutﬁ of the Blg Sloux Rivsr, but no provislon waes made
for 1lts comstruction. The act stipulated that the roads
were to be built by contracte let under the diredtion of
the secretary of war. Thus, the foundstions for the'mll%
itary rocd system of Minhesota’were lald, Tae roads
}were patterned wheei—liké, ﬁith St. Péul azs the hub., One
sﬁoke resched northward to the Great Lskes; another, |
_ hérthwestward toward the Red River gcttlements; one ex~
tended to the southwest towerd the Missourl; and endfher
bto the goutheaat —— the first stép'in.the formation.of

a connecting lirk witk Jowa., The sums appropriated were
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not:fégarded as sufficlent to insuré com?letién'oflthe
roads, but Sibley, and dthefs, felt that tiey would “g03
'far to&ards opening the country to lmmigrents, and will
| prove of incalculable benefit, even on that score alone."
Miﬁneééta confidcntly relied on Congreessional generosity
‘to obtein future grahts to complete them. 14
' The sppropristions, totaling $40,000, were avail=
able 1mm¢diately, and were intended to be used durling
- the current fiscel year, The secretary of ﬁar entrusted «
the construction td the rozd bullders of the army, the
topographlcal enginecrs, and Colonel J. J. Abert, thelr
chief, assumed Girect cherge. He was unable to place
an armf englneer in the field at once, so, after con-
’»siderable ¢elay, he employel John S, Potter, & civilian
. englneer, Since no detalled recommendations for the
‘routes of the roads had been made, Potter was lnstructed
first to make.preliminary surveys, Uafortunately, he
‘was ordered to begln work on tie foad from Menddta to
Wabeshe, for which, since 1t passed through Inglan coun-
tr& where there were few white‘inhabitants, there was no
. pressing need. The people of the St. Crolx reglon, how-
ever, wished the road to Lske Superior to be buiit first, .
-and théy apoealed to Sibley,. who wrote tc Abert 1ln pro-

test, The legislature of Minnesota also compiained,

14, Statutes &zt Large, ©
_ the people of ilinncsote, Ju
- ment in the Sibley Pepers.

9; addrecs of Sltley to
9, 1850, a printed docu—
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and askéd thét more men’be'eméloyed on Minnesota roads.

In March, 1851, therefore, Abert requested Potter to- |
~glve his immediate attention to the road from Point Doug-
las to Lake Superior, By that time, hbWeVer, Potten had >

' completed his survey of the Wabashe-Mendota road, end had

begun a reconnsissance of the road from the Swan River- ¥

to Long Pralrie. In April, however, Lieutenant James
H. Simpson of the topographical corps came to Minne-
sota to take charge of the work, end he soothed the ruf-

flea tempers by concentrating his efforts on the roads

-~ from Point Douglas to Lake Superior and Fort Ripley. 15 ..

The army officers estimated that a sum of $70,000

‘was needed to complete the roads in Minnesota, and thgy
asked for an sddltional $5,000 for a survey of the Men-
.dota—Big Sloux road, It therefore devolved upbn Sibley

to scek further eppropriations that winter. In February, -

15, Abert to Conrad, September 2, 1850, in War Depart-
ment Arcnives, Chief of Topogranhical Engineers to the
Secretary of War, Letter Books, 4: 307-210 (Calendar,

. 126); Abert to Potter, {October 5, 1850, in War Depart-
ment Archives, Topographical Engineers, Letter Books, 13;:
47-49 (Calendar, 2327)., Photostatic coples of these let-
ters are in the possession of the linnesota Historical
Society. See also Holcombe to Sibley, Jesnuary 8, 1851,
ln Sibley Papers; address of Sibley to his constitueats,
March 4, 1851, a printed aocument, 1in Sibley Pepers;
Avert to Sibley, Msrch 11, 1851, enclosing a copy of a
letter from Abert to Potter, March 7, 1851, in Sibley Pa-
pers; Mlnnesota Pioneer, November 14, 1850, March 6, 18E1;
Minnesota Democrat, December 24, 1850, Aoril 8, 23, May
13, 1851; report of Abert to the secretary of war, Novem-
ber 14, 1850, in 31 Congress, 3 session, Senate Executive
Docuusents, no. 1, part 2, on. 390-393 (serizl 587); Coun-
¢il Journal, 1851, p. 51; House Journal, 1851, p. 64, B8,
The field notes of Potter zna Simpson are in the Alfred.
- J. Hill Papers, in the posséssion of the Minnesota His-
“torical Soclety. BER
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1851, he wrote to Ramsey: 1n a Jubilant vein that the
'. House committee on ways and means had apprOVed this huge
appropriation and had added it to the»army appropriations
bill. When the blll came up for conéideratidn, however, .
the House, irked by the growing-approprlatioﬁs asked for
under'this heading, began to slash away the items, and
one after another the sums for roads 1n Minnesota<weré
dropped., Sibley conféssed that he had not expected any
appropriations to be obtained-because of the large sums
voted by the previous Congress, but that, when the army
engineers asked for $75,000, he did not consider it prop-
er to withhold his aid, He felt, however, that the re-
quests would have been granied hsd they been included in
the bill to provide civll and dlpiomatic expenées, a8 he
had originally desired, After the denlal of Minnesota's.
- requests for roads, Sibley toyed with‘the idea 6f'having
-~ a new measure introduced in the Senate, asking for a
_single apofopriation,of $15,000 for the Polnt Douglas~
'St Louls River road., | But, upoF the advice of the sen-
stors from Wisconsin end Iowe, he concluaed to let the
: matter rest, 16
Eérly 1ﬁ the followlng session Sibley renewed his
'campalgn for funds by asking for an approprlation of‘ A
$4S,OOO, which, he sald, would be & sufficlent sum‘fof
16, Sibley to Ramsey, December 4, 1850, February 19,
18561, in Ramsey Papers; Minnesota . Democ;at April 22,

1851 Congressional Globe, 31 Congress, 2 sessioa, 731»
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the work on the roads in Minnesota for the_cbming year,

}Since that sum}repreéenﬁéd a decrease of $30,000 from the

figgre.submitted by the war department the ?revious spring,

the House called for an explanation from the secretary

- of war, Sibley, however, took full responsibility for *
cutting down the estimates of the army officers, and *
pointed out that their figures we?e based on construc-
tlon costs in Wisconsin, whereas.the greater amount of
prairie land in Minnesota would reduce the costs of roéd
bullding by at least the difference between the two sebs
of estimates, He admitted that $45,000 would not provide
finished roads for Minnesota, but 1t would "make them
‘passable, at least between the points where they are -now
most needed." The fact that, at the end of 1851, no
'construction work had been started but that $12,890 had
been spent for_preliginary'surVeys, aléo‘céused sone dls-
'éussioﬁ in the House, Représentative Gedrge S. Houston:
of Alabama contended that, ﬁntil construction was sctual-
ly begun‘and more}acguratg knowledge»of fdture needs

~was obtained, there was no point in making further appro-
priations, Sibley retorted that 6ontracts had been 1ét :
to the limits of thé appropriaﬁion, and that he had re-
.ceived o letter from Lieuﬁenant Simpéon in April asking
vwhether funds would be avallable for the coming year..17

: 17. Congressional Globe, 323 Congreés, 1l session, 21,
1377, 1451, The resolution of the House, dated December

15, 1851, is in the War Department Archives, Topographi-
cal Engineers, Letters Recelved (Celendar, 1524). In. .
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Houston, hoWever, was hoi-convinced and erst out
with e violent denunclation of the meaéure. It was, he
thundered, "internal lmprovement by the Federal Govern;
ment, 1n.its most odilous form, I belieﬁe«it bfings ub
that system in all itsvlength,:breadth, and béarings,
and for that reason I have always opposed these appropri-
ations." Sibley took a new tack: +the englineer in charge

had sald that the roaas were necessary for the govern-

ment itself; the government would save large sums annual-
ly in transportation costs, Then he eXpressed.the philos-
ophy of the frontler:

The Government, belng the sole great lend proprietor
In the Territories, 1s bound, by every consideration
" of equity and Justice, to make its domein eccessible
to the setyler, by means of roads. To co otherwise,
would be to sbandon the policy hltherto pursued to-
wards all your Territories, How, sir, can your lands

be sold if the immigrant cannot reach them?

Siﬁley felt, moreover, that Congress coula afford to be
generous,. for Miﬁnésota had never demanded huge appro-
- pristions for lighthouses or harbors. At that point
Jemes Brooks of New York broke in to declare thet the

only Justification for such roads ley in the anticipation .

1851 Simpson submitted the following estimates of the
‘sums needed for road construction in Minnesota: $30,000,
each, for the 35t, Louils River and the Fort Ripley roads;
and $20,000, each, for the Winnebago agency snd Wabsasha
roadas, At the end of 1851 a bslance of about $23,000
remgined from the appropriation of 1850. Report of Lbert
to the secretary of wer, December 22, 1851, in 32 Con-
gress, 1 sesslon, House Executive Documente, no, 12 (se-
riel 637). See also Sibley to Jzmes M. GooGhue, Febru-
ery 28, 1852, and Simpson to Sibley, April. 3, 1853, in

- Sibley Papers, - o o
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that they might be necessary to combat an enemy. ﬁe
..admitted that military roads in Oregon were of some
servlice, but he scoffed at Sibley's argument that the
Sioux were dangerous. Unless the érmy éhould decide
that the roads were necessary for defense, Brooks coula:
gee no reason fof them, Road construction by the federf
al government, he relterated, was representative of the
principle of internal improvement at the expense of the
government and he declared that the time had come to
settle the question, If such benefits were accorded to
. Minnesota, he held, they should be accorded to all the -
states, Thls view was shared by Abraham W, Venable of
North Carolina, who asserted that the government already
was glmost glving the land away, and he wished to know
if 1t was a'good policj, "after glving land to the land-
'1ess,"_io make roads to the land. A majority of the
House, hoﬁever, held the view of Representative David

L. Seymour of New York, namely, that the territories had
to look to Congreéé for help in solving their problems;
and that every state which had passed through a territo-
riel period had gone through the same process as that
which_Minnesota wae experienéing. - The blll was passed
by the House by a vote of 85 to 83, The Senate, however,r
falled to reach a vote before its adjournment. Twice, now,

had Sibley's efforts to-obtain roads_for Minnesota feiled,18

18, vCop@ressionaW Globe, 3? Congress, 1 session, p. -
1451—145b 1532, 1535, 1682 . . '
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Minnesota's citizens, néedihg roads badly, aﬁst have
‘been bitterly disappointed»at this failure of Congress to
provide for them, Yet, little cpmplaintvwas volced., The
1egislature,_which,is usually a barometer of pﬁblic sen-
_ timént, made no comment in the form of memorisals tb Con-
gress in 1851, and in 1852 1t contented itself with the
passagerf.a single memorial asking for means to continue
work on the road from Poiht Douglas to the St, Louls Riv-
er., Nothing was sald of funds for other mllitary roa&s.
Nor Gid the press of Minnesota have much to say, but in

the newspaper comment thet dld appear there was & strong

undercurrent of discontent. The St. Anthonl_Ekpress for
June 7, 1851, carried an editorlal denouncing'the failure
of the army to do any work on the Point Douglas~Fort Rip-
ley roed,
Now we ask, what hss been done towards the construc-
tion of tnis road? Has ihe route been surveyed?
"Has the rosd been located? Hes any part of the mon-
ey been expended in working the road? . . . We hope
this aooropriation w1ll not all be expended in pay-
ing officers and asslstants for making useless sur--
veys, while nothing 1is actually done towards making
a roed, And further, thet what 1s actually eXpenueu
‘will not all be laid out below ut Paul,
The policy of the government in sending out army officers
who-haa to spend severesl months in getting acquaintea with
unfemilisr country, whlle there were men in the territory
~ who could do the work without such preliminaries, was con-
~demned as westeful, The same spring & grand Jury for the
- third judlelsl Gistrlct)'iﬁvestigating the activities of

thé'army roed ‘mexers, presented a report-whichiwas a blis-
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- tering 1naictment of tne government's policy. 19
Crfticism of thet sort was allayea as construction

work progressed, and 1t was not directed at Sioley,” In

~ the fali of 1851, however, the people were stifred up

" over the failure of the engineers to begin bdilding the

road td lLake Superior, and then he did come 1n for hiél'

shere of censure. "ir, Sibley took good care that the

first rosd surveyed in the Territory, was from Wabesheow

- to Mendota. He will heve a bill passed by Cbngress if
hé can, to eneble nimself and essoclates to get poéses~
sion of Mendota, and by clalms, of the sdjoining land

" also." Such statements arose from a fear thsi the rosads
"were belng neglected, although the situation probably
was complicated by the uncertsinty as'to'whether or not
" the treaty negotlated that éummer with the BSloux indians‘
at Trcverue des Sloux would be ratified. It was felt
in some quarters that Sibley was opposed to tke ratiflcc-
tion of'the treaty. Further criticism of Sibley was
baoed on the 1ac+ tnat, when he went to \pshington, he
thought thet he could best serve the lnterests of Minne-
sota Dby belng nonpartisan} b{any Democrats attributed
the fallure of Congress to meke & road apprOpriation‘in
1851 to Sibley's refusal to teke advantage of Democratig

strength in Congress.

19. Levs, 1852, p. 64, The report of the grend jury
1s published in full in the Finnesota Democrat for June
24, 1851

20, Minnesotes Democrat, Octobe” 14, 1851, June 9, 1852,




60

In the meantime, the armyvergineers haa been at
work.. Surveys begun in 1850 by Potter, had been con-
tinued by Simpson and his assistants, ana by the end of
1851 routes for all the military roads in liinnesota Ter-
ritory hed been surveyed, except for the Mendota~Big
Sioux road, which was npt regerded as lmperative to £he
immediste needs of the settlers, The fallure of Congress
in 1851 to sppropriate money for roads in Minnesote
proved to be a handlcap. Simpson reported in September,
1851, that roed eXpendiﬁures had aﬁsuﬁted to 8,725, all
of which had been spent for surveys, and none for con-
.stfuction,. He had been instructed to distribute the,'
belances of the appropriations for work on the entire
_length of each road, 80 as to make as many miles ag pos-
4sible usesble. On the Fort Ripley road, Simpson seid,
he proposed tq bridge the larger strcems and do minor
 construction work where the old Red River trell wes too
rough'for wagons, and on the road to Lake Superlor he
thought 1t would be aavisable to begin construction on
. the portion north of Stillwater. Although & route along
the north bank of the SwanhRiver hsd been surveyea for
the Winnsbago agency roed, Simpson held'thgt the roszd
should not be built until a practicable route was found
‘elong the.south bank of the river, for then 1t would be
wholly.witnih Indien cduntry and Indiahs,’who_mighi use

i1t, ‘thus would be prevented from trespassing on lznds



~open to white settlement. ®! Eerly in 1852 he celled -
for bids on several sectlons of the two maln roads ﬁd
- be constructed, In the spring, 1m§at1ent'because'of'

the llmited amount of work he could do with the meagér
bslance of money st his disposel, he sought permission !

. B
to advertise for bids on rosd construction in anticlpa-

tion of appropriations by Congress, This, of course,

he weas forbidden to do, and when Congress adjourned
without making money avallable, Abert directed him to
close his aécounts'and recommended that the secretary of
wer transfer him to the post at Rock Island, Illinols,
where the army ehgineers were removing obstructions from

the Missiséippi River chennel, 82

2l. Minnesotien (S%. Pzul), November &, 1851; Liinne-
sote Democret, November 11, 1851; iiinnesots, Ploneer, Feb-
ruary 19, 1858; report of Simpson to Abert, September
.15, 1851, in 32 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Doc-
uments, no. 13, p. 7-13 (serial 637), The difficulty of
finding a route for the Swen River-Long Preirie rosd is
demonstrated in extracts of reports end correspondencs
during 1851 of Potter and Emerson to Simpson, in the Hill
Pepers, OSee slso Potter to Abert, February 25, 1851, in
- War Department Archives, Topographical Engineers, Letters
Recelved (Calendsr, 2772). A photostatic copy of this
letter is in the posse§sion of the Minnesota Historical
Soclety.

8. Mlnnesota Democrst, Februsry 18, 1852; Minnesota
Ploneer, June 24, July 1, August 12, 1852; ¥Weekly Minne-
‘sotign, June 19, July 24, 1852; St. Aathony Express, June
a5, 1852; Simpson to Abert, March 17, April <0, 1852, in
War Department Archives, Topogrsphical Englneecrs, Letters
Recelved (Calendar, 3153, 3220); Abert to Simpson, Septem- -
ber 16, 1852, in Ver Departwent Archlves, Toposraphicel’
Engineers, Letter Books, 15: 45 (Czlendar, 2415); Abert
to Conrad, September 7, 1852, in Var Department Archives,
Chief of Topographicel Engineers to the Secretsry of Ver,
Letter Books, 5: 410 (Calender, 182); revort of Abert to
the secretary of wer, November 18, 1852, in 32 Congress,

- & sesslon, Senste Executive Documents, no. 1, p. 217 (se-
rial ©659), - '
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Thé Minnesbta situatibn.was not‘as.défk as those -
orders made it éppear. The House of Represenpgt;ves had
passed»Sibléy's appropriation bill before adjournrng\in
the Spring of 1852, and the bili had:proceeded to thé
| Seﬁaté; It was that body which refused to take action,
and Congress adjoarned with the blll one among many on
which no vote waé taken, During the summer the friends
of Minnesota were‘at work, and, when Congress met in the
£all, the Minnesotas road sppropriations blll was stilll
very much alive, Late in December the Senate passed -
the blll, and it was signed by President Fillmore on
January 7, 1853, A letter from Sibley to the editor of

‘the Minnesots Ploneer, published in that paper on Janu-

afy 20, 1853, made the announcement to the people of the
'terfitofy, walle Colonel Abert notifled Simpson that he
should continue his work in Minneséta. HQwever, it wes
not untii mid—horil that Simpson was eble to obtaln even
a portion of the funas, which were s0 apnortioned that

‘ $30,000 was allotted to the Polnt Douglas-5St. Louis River
road; $10,000 to the road to Fort Ripley; $5,000 to the
Swan River-Long Prairie road; $5,000 to the Mendéta- ‘
Wabasha road; and $5,000 fof surveylng and lajing out the

road from Mendota to the mouth of the Blg Sioux River. ?3

23, Mincesota Ploneer Februery 17, 1853; Stz tutsg at
Large, 10; 150; N, J. aulfner to noert July 17, 1852,
1n»War'Department Archlves, T0p0<rrphicel Engineers, Let-
ters Recelved (Calendar, 885); Abert to Simpson, January
© 10, April 14, 1853, in Var Department Archives, Tovograph-
- lecal, ngineers, Letter Books, 15 284 433 (Galenda;

2468 2571)

L.



Under the stimulus of additional funds, road making
went ehead rapidly during 1853.‘ Contracts wéré let on -
portions of all four of the main roads'to be constructed,
Simpson's report, made on September 17, 1853, shows that
' ﬁhe road from Polnt Douglas to Lake Supefior wés completedqmm“
and 1in traveling conditlon from Stillwater to a point &
twelve miles north of Taylor'é Falls, a total of forﬁy-
three miles. The road to Foft Ripley was in passable con—-
dition over 1its whole route., Construction dufing the
suminer hed totaled-twenty—eight miles and included a
bridgé over the Rum River at Anoka. Not as much work
had been done on the other two rcads, where the problems
of englneering and construction were much more complex,

On the lMendota~Wabasha road, which followed the Missis-
.sipp14River, the difficulty was greatest,'since the steep
'hills had to be graded, the deep streems bridged, and the
numerous sloughs filled, Therefore, Simpson asked for
en additional appropriation of "not less than $15,000
on accouﬁt of-the,bridging which 1is absdlﬁﬁely requlred
on the rosd to make it passabie." 34
. -Simpson made no mention in hislreport'of theAsur-
vey of the Mendota—Big Sicux road, whilch was made that
summer. The originzl apprOpfiation for the survey was
made in 1850, znd as one year, and then tvwio years, passed
24. Report of Simpson to Abert, September 17, 1853,

in 33 Congress,. 1 sesslon, House Executive Documents,
'no, 1, p. 28 (serial 712). ‘
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without action to map the route, considerable anxlety
was manifested bj the settlers along the route it was

generally supposed the road would follow. The tfeaty.of

",Traverse des Sioux was not ratified until the summer of

1853, but thet had not discouraged squatters from stak-

ing out claims and selecting townslites on the Sioux lands,

There were 20,000 settlers in the region west of the

Mississippl as early as the spring of 1852, end, when the
E o governmentvfailed to open a road to St, Paul for them, é

the squatters on the public lands determined to do so.

on thelr own initlative, Subscriptions were soliclted
by Captain William B, Dodd of Traverse dés Sioux and by

Auguste L. ﬁarpenteur of St. Peul from citlzens of the

two communltiés. The exact amount of the contributions

- 1s not recofded, but early in January, 1853, Dodd announced
that the Traverse des Sloux contributiohs alone amounted
to more than.$400.‘ As soon as spring came, Dodd begah‘

~ the work, and by the midale of July ﬁe had chopped out

& road through the woods along the ridge separating the

drainage basins of the Minnesota and Cannon rivers, It
was & rough trail, sixty-five miles long, but it was an
all-weather road, and 1t opened comwunication for both

Wl valleys with'Sto'Paul° a5

25. J. Wesley Bond, Minnesota znd Its Resources, 232
(New York, 1853); liinnesotz Pioneer, July 8, 23, becem-
"ber 23, 30, 1652, Jenusry 6, 1853; Hinnesote Democrat,

August 18, 1852, April 6, June 8, July 6, 20, 1853;
-VWeekly Minnescotian, lMay 14, 1853, Simpson estimated .
that 1t would have cost the government $2,000 to make
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The éfforts of these pioneeré anﬁiqipated the bégin~'
ning of work by the governmenﬁ by a matter of a few wéeks.
Eerly in April, 1853, Lieutenant Simpsonvwas.making 1n~v
Quiries about the possiblility of obtaining supovlles at |
"~ the mouth of the Big Sioux Rlver, and on May 4 Captain
J; L. Reno was named by ColénellAbert to take chargéh;

of the survey. On May 20 Reno and his men left St.'LQuis
for the mouth of the Blig Sioux River, The party was at
Mankato on July 25, and on August 20 the survey to_Men—
dota was completed, From.the_mouth of the Big Siouk
‘River, Reno's route followed thé valley of the Floyd Riv-
er for about forty miles, and then struck out in a gen-
“erally northeasterly direction to the Minnesota-Iows line
In the southwestern corner‘of present-day Martin County..
From this point, Reno turned northward to reach the
Watonwan River, and from there he worked his way north-
eastwsrd toward Menketo, He found that the road which
Dodd had made was, with minof ekceptions, the shortest
and most'pracﬁicable route to St. Paul.frdm Traverse des
Sioux, and his fﬁute,'therefofe; followed the Dodd_rdad,
His men did just enough conétruction work alang the way

to pérmit the passage of the army wagons which made up |
the trein, It 1s significant either of the eagerness of
the frontier for roads, or of the leck of ffonbier meaﬁs
the road, Simpson to Abeft, April 25, 1854, in ﬁar De-
‘partment Arcihnives, Topogrepnnical Engineers, Letters Re-
ceived (Celendar, 3552). A photostatlic copy of thls let--

ter is in the pogsesslon of tie iinnesota Historlcal So-.
clety. B ' : S



66

‘_ofﬁcommunicat;on,}that the completion of Reno's joufney

immediately branded the road as "practicable!" for those

eager souls crowding in upon the wilderness.-ze

The year 1853 marked a turning point in the history-
of thé military roads in Minnesote, fgr by the end of_
that year work was 1in progfess on every one of the roads
cqntemplated in the progrem thet Sibley had submltted to
Congress‘four years earlier. As a result, when the rush.

of 1néom1ng settlers began, the country was not entirely

26. Minnesota Democrzt, September 7, 1853; Minnesota
Pioneer, September 8, 1853; Slmpson to Fred B, 5ibley,
April 12, 1853, and Reno to Henry H, Sibley, July 17,

24, 1853, in Sibley Papers; Reno to abert, July 30,

1853, in VWar Department Archives, Topographical Engl-
neers, Letters Recelved (Calendar, 297Q); Abert to Reno,
Mey 5, 1853, in Wer Department Archives, Topogrephlcal
Englneers, Letter Books, 16: 38-42 (Calendsr, 2607). _
The Minnesote Historicel Soclety has a copy of the lat-
ter letter. Because the Dodd rosd was accepted as part
of the route for the Mendota-Big Sioux rosd, Dodd enter-
ed a claim agalnst the federal government for expenses
incurred in its construction, end the lkinnesota legls-
lature adopted a Jjolnt resolution praylng for the '‘re-
lief of %illiam B. Dodd! who "opened end constructed e
rozd from St. Psul to Traverse des Sloux, which ne clalus
to have been adopted as a part of the Government road
from Mendots to the liouth of the Big Sioux River," The
cleim wes dissllovwed on the grounds that citizens of St,
Paul, and presuwcably also of Traverse des Sioux, had
raised money for the road by subscription end hed pald
it to Doad before he began work on the road. Laws, 1854,
p. 154; Simpson to Abert, April 25, 1854, and Peno to
Avert, sy 6, 1854, in Var Department Archives, Topo-
graphical Engineers, Letters Recelved (Calendar, 3553,
2980); Abert to Jefferson Davis, ley 6, 9, 1854, 1in Ver
Depsrtment Archives, Chief of Topograpinical Engineers to
the Secretary of war, Letter Books, 7: 113-113, 116
(Calendar, 222, 324), The Minnesote Historical Soclety
has vhotostatic copies of these letters, In nis letter
of Hzy 9 to Davis, Abert quotes Rice es stetling that Dodd
hed recelved from citizens of B5t. Peul "an amount of mon-
ey to meet expenses," - :
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unpfepared to receive them. The year, too, marked the
retirement of Sibley from the delegééy to.Congréss. He

was succéeded by Henry M. Rice, and the cﬁoice was a '
'fhéppy one, for Rice, like Sibley, distihguishéd‘himseif.
by his efforts to serve Minnesota. His term of office
began In Decsumber, 1855, end he éerved as Gelegate tﬁ?oUgh—
out the remsinder of the territorial perlod., When sﬁéte-

hood was achleved, he became one of the United States

senators from Minnesots, o7 . P

Rice eXperienced 1i£tle difficulty in getting funcs
for the continuatiocn of road construction in lilnnesota.
‘On July 17, 1854, his measure, providing for an appro-
priation of $50,000, becawme effective, Thls sum wzs so.
apportioned that $15,000 wes allocated to the Lendotes
wabasha road, $5,000 to the Swan River-Winnebawo egency
road, $10,000 to the Point Douglés—Fort Ripley roéd, ané
the balance, $20,000, to the road from Point Douglas to
Lezke Superlor, The law also changed the northern terminus
of the rozd so thet instesd of ending at the falls of
the St. LouisrRiver it extended to St. Louls Bey in R
consin, Tne éhange'was & loglcal one,Afor‘tHe old .ter-
minus was fer from navigsble water,_and the lends oﬁ the

Minnesota side of the head of Leke Supericr were set aslde

for = militsry reservation and, therefore, were not open to.

settlement, When the questlon weas considered in the Houce,

27. Folwell, Minresote, 1: 359, 372.
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the change iun the terminus was reported to have the full
approval of settlers and federal authorities alike. . At
the time 1t provoked 1little commsnt, but within a short

while it became a storm center about which the political

discontent in the territory gathered..zs

4

There was no provision for work on the Mendota-Blg
Sioux road in the 1854 bill appropriating money for Minne-
soia‘roads. In the army approprlations blll, however,
the sum of $25,000 was set aside for that road., Because
~of an error ln the printed act this sum was to be used
for Ycompleting" the road -- & paltry amouht for a road
that was to be 279 mlles long. Rice called the error to
'the attention of Colonel Abert and the secretary of war,
.But the measure had already been passed and the bureau
was forced to‘adjust its needs to the amount of @oney
avallable, Rice's first sesslon 1n Congress; therefore,

brought appropriations totaling $75,000 for use 1n con-

structing Minnesota roads, 39

28. Congresslonal Globe, 33 Congress, 1 session, 88,
1682, 563, 1031, 1053, 1059, 1631, 1671; Statutes at Large,
10: 306; Daily Minnesotian (St. Paul), July 24, 1854. On
December 24, 1853, Rice asked Abert for an estlmate of
the funds needed to complete the roads in Minnesota., "I
wish to introduce a bill next week making appropriations
to complete sald roads, When finished they will be of
the greatest importance to the people of the Territory,
a8 they are now they are of 1little use," War Department
Archives, Topographlcal Englneers, Letters Recelved (Cal-
endar, 2979). The Minnesota Historical Soclety has a
photostatic copy of this letter,

: 29. Statutes at Large, 10: 581; report of Simpson to
‘Abert, September 15, 1854, in 33 Congress, 2 session,
Senate Executlve Documents, no. 1, p. 347 (serial 747);
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Rice's success in obtaining road funde for Minne- -
'sdt&»oontinued‘throughout the remainder of the térrito¥
risl period. As a result of his careful and clever
meneuvering in the session of 1854-55, Congress appro-—
priated upwards of $90,000 for the completion of the
roads already under construction. 30 1n response to
demands from veople of linnesots, appropriations were
also made for two new roads, One of these was deslgned
~ to connect Fort Ridgely, the new;fort on the Minnesota
River above New .Ulm, with the heed of navlgation on

the Mississippl. The Minnesota legislature had already
authorized the laying out of a road from St. Anthony
Falls to Fort Ridgely, so the act provided simply for
cutting out the timber on the road, for which purpose
£5,000 was deemed sufficlent., The lncreasing trade with
the Red River country and the passage of an act author-
1zing tke construction of a new fort on that river neces-
sitated the improvement of means of communication with -
the region., For thls purpose, Congrese authorized the
expenditure of $lQ,OOO for cutting the timber on the
Rice to Abert, August 9, 1854, in Wer Department Ar-
chives, Topographlcel Engineers, Letters Recelved (Cal-
endar, 2984); Abert to Davis, August 11, 1854, 1n War
 Depertment Archives, Chief of Topograpvhical Englneers
to the Secretary of War, Letter Books, 7: 210-312 (Cal-
endar, 351). o

30, Tae emounts appropriated were: for the Point

" Douiglas-St., Louls River road, $34,213.50; Lor the Point.
Dougzlas-Fort Ripley roed, ©13,494,09; for the Swen Riv-
‘er-¥innebago sgency road, $3,535.39; for the V¥abasna-
Mendota road, $13,871.76; for the liendota-3lg Sioux

rosd, 237,475.68, Stetutes st Larze, 10: 638,




road from Fort Ripley by way of the Croﬁ Wing River to

the "mein roed leading to the Red River of the nortn, " Slv

With all thls money avallable, Slmpson wes able to
| push the work, and his réporﬁ, submitted in September,
1855, testifies to his success, The road from Polnt
Douglas to Fort Ripley, 146 miles in length, was réportedﬁ
to be completed with the exception of thfee miles be-
’tween st. Paul and Point Douglas, a short distance in
St. Psul through which a right of way was denied by
Lymen F. Dayton, & similsr small stretch about five
miles .above St, Anthony through land owned by Abrezm M.
. Fridley, end the grading pf the bénk where the road ———
crossed Rice Créek, The sum apprOpriated-for this road
by the Congress of 1854~55 hed not been the amount Simp-

son had zsked for in his 1854 report, however, and in

31 Statutes at Large, 10: 610, The demend Ior a
rosd to Fort Ridgely arose as soon as the establisn-—
ment of the post.was autnorized. In August, 18535,
citizens of communities in the kinnesotsa Valley raised
encugh money by subscription to open = rough road from
Traverse des Sioux to the fort, end by the ena of the
yesr they were clamoring for the estzblishment of a
mell route. When agltation for a rosd assumed serious
proportions, there was a contest to determine which of
three routes would be adopted, One group favored the
selection of a route through Mankato, a dlstance of
138 miles from St, Paul. A second group wished to
route the road via Traverse Ges Sloux, a distance of
121 miles from the territorial capital, A thira group,
the one which eventually won, fevored a route 101 mlles
long, reaching Fort Rlagely from St., Peul by way of Hen-
derson. Minnesots Democrat, lNovember 17, 1852; lJeekly
Minnesotisn, August 6, 1853; St. Anthony Exnress, ve-
cember &, 1853; linnesota Ploneer, Aorll 20, 1854; St.
Paul Daily Times, Jasnuary 31, 1835,
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| 1855 he asked for §4,696 to complete some slight gred- -
ing end stump removal projects on the road below St.
Paul. A stagecoach line had been Operating-from Stﬁ

Paul to Crow Wing for the past two years, using the

- mllitary road where it was completed end following the

0ld Red River trail at other places, The Swan River—
Winnebago‘agency road, an offshoot of the Fort Ripley
hithﬂy, was reported entlrely finished. The Wabasha.
~and Mendota road, which was seventy-six miles long,
-Simpsoh reported to be in traveling conditlon through-
out its length, Its importance in transporting supplies
to St. Paul and the upper Minnesota country during tune
Spring-Séaéon, when navigation was prevented‘by"the
slugglsh breaking up of the ice in Lake Pepin, was rec-
ogniied_alhost from the beginning, end as ezrly as 1855

the people were talking of extending 1t to the Iowa

line, 38

- 33, Reports of Simpson to Abert, September 15, 1854,
'in 32 Congress, 2 sesslon, Senate Executive Documents,
no. 1, o. TB47 (snriel 747), and September 20, 1855, in
34 Consress, 1 sesslon, Sensate Executlve Doouments,
no. 1, p. 472 (seriel‘Bll) Weexly Minnesotlan, oep-
temoer 10, 1853; Deily minne&ot¢ Pioneser, August 16,
Sentember 35, 1854, March 10, July =20, 1855; 3t. Paul
Dally Times, July 19, 1855, The problem of securing
a rignt of wey was one which occasloned conslderable
Gifficulty. Under the existing laws, the attorney gen-
eral of the Unlted States held, there was no way to com-
pel private owners to grent & right of way. Abert,
therefore, lnstructed Simpson not to atteapt any con-
struction in such cases, but to stop work at the 1llne
of ‘the disputed property. Abert to Simpson, July 7,
14, 1855, in VWar Departument Arcnives, Topogrevnhicel
LHUineefs Letter Books, 19: 148, 169 (Celendar, 3317,
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.Simpson was glven no‘Jurisdiction'oﬁer thé Mendota-
Big Sioux road until late'ih tkhe summer of 1854, No-
éqntraots for building it were let, therefore, uhtil
tﬂe spring of 1855; Yét, Simpson reported that‘forty;
" ‘one of‘thé eighty-nine and a kalf miies between Mendcta :
and Menkato were completed and that the whole division- *
between those two points would be completed before the |
end of the season, However, the,quality of "the work:
done on this road waé inferior to that on the rest of
the.miiiﬁary‘roads'in Mihnesoﬁa; because only $25,000
was ailowed for its completion,

Work on the two new roads for whioh money hed been

appropriated in March, 1855 -~ the St. Anthony Falls-
‘Fort Ridgely road and the Red Rlver road -- was at a
standstill. Eearly 1nlJune Simpson's englneers madé a
~ reconnalssance of the 0ld Red River trall from Fort
Ripley, and reported thet it was extremely crooked,
and that, since it did not follow the best grades, 1t
was subject to inundation durling wet seasons, If good
engineering ﬁfincipies were to be followed, the route
of'the'road‘should be chenged, Simpson requested the
oéiuion cf e number of men whose Jjudgment would nsve
3222). The Minnesota Historilcal Societj has & photo-
static copy of the letter of July 7. The difficulty
was solved by the passege of a law by the territorial
“leglslsture in 1856 which declered the milltary roads
to be territorisl rosds, and made 1t possible to ob-
tain & right of way through private property under

existing territorisl laws. Laws, 1856, p. 153; post,
p. 236. ' | R



_ weight - ulbley, Rice, Governor Willis A. Gorman,
Norman w. Kittson, who was & resiaent of Pemoina, a
member af the territorial legislrture, and acqueinted
with the route, and Charles T. Cavileer, likewise a
resident of Pembina -~ and they'agrééd with him that it
was bétter to postpone action on the roed until Congrés—
sionéi consent could be obtelned to the constructicn of
~a road vhicn would better fit the needs of the reglon.
Reluctantlj, the war aepartment consented to this post—
/'ponement,‘ Two years‘went by before-the project was tak-
en up. |

_.On the rosd from St. Anthony to Fort Ridgely no
work hsd been done, because the act of Congress author-
B lzling the aporooriation hed specified that the tlmber
was to be removed from a ter"1torial road slready laid
out, but, when Simpson was ready to begin work,(he found
that, although the terrltorial legislature hed authorized
the lsying out of the roed and had appolnted commlssion-
ers to do the work, nothing had been done, He msde re-
peated efforts tobget:the gommissioners to act, but up
to ‘Septeuber, 1855, they had done nothing téward iay ing

out the road, and the federal appropristion, thersiore,

H

remained unexpended, In part the 1nact1vity'of the ter
ritorlal agents may be explained by the competition te-
tween varlous towns for the road, Not until July, 1857,

was the dispute settled, thg-road la1d out, and the .way



cpen for the federal government~to prosecute the work. 39

To the majority of Minaesotens in 1855, the most
important of the government roeds was that extending
from Point Douglas to Lake Superior. "It was valuable
not only beceause it penetrated into the first settled’

o . : ) oo

part of the territory and because 11 gave access to a
region rich in lumber resources, but also beceuse 1t
supplled & connection with the Grezt Lekes, Up to the
middle fiftles, the value of this outlet was theoreti-~
cal, rather than practical; Iﬁ 1855, however, the com-
pletion of the Sault Ste. Marle Cenal made 1t possible
for lake shlps from Chicagd; Buffalo, or any other lower
Grezt Lakes port to dock at wharves at the head of the
lakes without transshipment, Minnesota, therefore, hed
as easy access to eastern merkets, and was -as easy.of
sccess from the East, as any of the agricultursl stales
of the Middle West., To capltalize on this gréat advaa-
tege, however, it was necessary to have some mesns of

33, Reports of Simpson to Abert, September 15, 1854,
in 33 Congress, 2 sesslon, Senate Executive Documents,
no. 1, p. %46, 347 (serial 747), and September 30, 1855,
in 34 Congress, 1 sesslon, Senate Executlive Documents,
no, 1, p. 473%, 474, 475, 480 (eerial 811); Lsws, 1855,
p. 185; Dally Minnesotlan, Sevtember 1, 1854; Dally
Minnesots Eloneer, December 11, 28, 1854, Simpcon's

correspondence with Sipbley, Rice, Gorman, Kittson, and
Cavileer, together with & letter from Simpson to Abert,
dated July 21, 1855, and one from Abert to Davis, dated
August 2, 1855, ere printed in stppendix A to Simpson's
report of September 20, 1855, OSee glso post, p. 107;
report of George Thom to Abert, September 5, 1857, 1n
35 Congress, 1 session, Seanste Executive Documents,
~no, 11, p. 353 (serisl 920). - L e




- getting}té the lake waterWay.v For ﬁhé'past two years

i

v

the people of Minnesota had been toying with the idea

of a railroad conrecting the head of Lake-Superior with

~~the agricultural portions of Minnesota eand of the upper

Mississippl Valley., In 1853 the legislature charteréd‘

a rallroad for that purpose, and in Congress Rice ob-
tained a grant of land to ald in its constructlon. The
expoéure of an gudacious fraud in the organlzation of

the company broqght ebout the revocation of the grant,
and the prospedt for another graht for rallroads appeared
slight in 1855, Interest in the completlion of the mil-
itary rocad, therefore,.was keener than it would have beenf
had the failroad materialized, 34

| On this road Simpson had expended his best efforts,
He Was hampered gt first by the necessity for changing
the northern terminus of the route in accordsnce with

the act of July, 1854, as well as by a provision in

the same act that he bulld the northern portion before
continuing work on the remainder of the road, It was not
untlil October tnat he¢was able to begin hls surveys, &and,
by the time they wefe completed, it was too late in the
seaéon to undertcake construction work; In ansWer to his
protests against spendlng the entlre approprlation on

the ﬁorthern-seotion the secretary of war granted him

permiséion to distripbute the appropriatlion so as to put

—

'54Q'Folwell, lMiinnesota, 1: 527—350.



the rozd in as good cdnditidn as péssiblé over 1ts en-
tire length., During thé winterbof 13565, therefofe;
Simpson advertised for bilds to clear thé entire rozd-
way to a width of tﬁenty-five feet, and to gr&b out all

roots and stumps for eighteen of the twenty-five feet,

7 - - el
The same winter Congress eappropriated funds for the com-

pletion of the road, - Simpson proceeded with his earlier
plans of making first e naerrow trzil, end then, as the
appropriation should permit, improving the whole road. -
"By the time he made his report in the fall of 1855,

the first phase of tﬁe‘wdrk was well under wey. He was
experléncling difficulty on the northern extension of.
the road; because his men had made the surveys aurlng
the winter when the ground was covered with ice and
snow, and a conslderable portion of 1t had head to bé
resurveyed whenFSpring came, This, in turn, slowed
‘the work of the contraétor° The southern portion of
-t@é road presented still another problem. The act au-

thorizing the construction of tke rozd specified that

o

1t shoula pass through Cottage Grove, whilch wes located

several mlles west-of the most direct route between
Point Douglas eand Stillwater.' Protests from the citi-
zens of the territory resulted in Cbn5fessional author—
izstion for a change in the'route, which was incorpor-
sted in the apprOpriatioa act of 1853, By 1855 the

new route, running almost directly north and south,
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had beéﬁ_staked out4k35 |
in'spite of tﬂe pfogress thet héd been ﬁéde,in{the

constructibn of the militsery roads; there was consider-

able dissatisfaction'among the people of tﬁe territory.

The need for some of the roads, such as that to Lzke

Superlor, wes so lmperative that the klnnesota ploneers

could not brook the necessarily slow work of the army
engineers. Durlng 1854 and 1855 their'critigisms be-
came increasingly vociferous, the newspapers of the ter-

ritory being the medium through which the critlclesms

were made pﬁblic. ‘The editor of the St. Antnony Exoress,
forvexaﬁpie, guestioned, s&s hé had dene in 1851, the
necessity for sending high-salaried engineers out to
survey routes for the Pbint Douglas-Fort Ripley road
when there were "men in Minnesote so perfectly famililer
with the whole country, aé to be able to polnt out the
vprOpef location for a Government rosd, without weeks
and months spent in making prelimiﬁary surveys," Maps,
surveye, and estimates were all very well, ne thought,
but what ¥innesota wanted was rosds -- something tangl-
ble to show for the 1afge sumns of money thaet Congress
 had been appr0priaﬁing, In an lssue publlshed a few

weeks earlier, he had suggested thet roads would mate-

35. See ante, p. 67; report of Simpson to Abert,
September 20, 1855, in 34 Congress, 1 session, Senste
Executl’e Documents, no. 1, p. 469-472 (serial 811);
Holcombe to Sibley, Herch 37, 1852, in 3ibley Fapers;
Stztutes at Large, 10: 150, o
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riéliZé.more quickly, if, instead of walting for the
-fe&eral government to construct’them,'the territory it-
self a1d so.'se
Much of this kind of criticlism was in3pired by a
- genuine concern over the aelay in providing the terri—
tory with roads, but a good aeal of it undoubtedly was
rooted ‘in & bitter personal quarrei between Simpson and
Rice. Simpson was able, consclentlous, and hard-worklng,
but'he'was also inclined to be irsscible and quick- ¢
tempered,'and, perhaps,'a'bit stubborn, He had a great
deal of admiration for Sibley, and the two men worked
1n‘harmony while Sibley wes delegate in Congress. How--
| ever, it was this friendship toward Sibley that brought
| thé'antagonism between Simpson and Rice 1lnto the open.
| One evening in March, 1858, Simpson was present at
a8 meebing held in St. Paul for the purpose of discussing
the deley of Congress in ratifying the Sioux tresties
vnegotiated the summer before., In tke course of the de-
bate, William Hollinshead, a brother-in-law of Rice,
réccused Sibley of working to defeat the ratification
Qf the trestles for his own intefests. Simpson hsd no
great liking for Hollinshéad; whom he believed to héve
been the author of a report by the grand jury for the

third judicilal district of the territory of kinnesota ln

the spring of 1851 in which the work of the government

: %6, See ante, p. 58; St. Anthony Exoress, December
- 17, 1853, Jenuary 7, 1854, o :
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" men in surveying the Point Douglas-Fort Ripley road was

condemned Yasg & humbug, and a gross misapplicatlon of

» the funds of the government," and he denounced the speak-

er andé his assoclates in no uncertain terms. That in-

‘cident marked the beginning of a quarrel that lasted asf'

long ss Simpson remeined in Minnesots, The dispute
causet. work on the roads to be slowed down, the road
question to be plunged 1nto Minnesota politics, and,
eventually, it led to the entrusting of a great deal of
roasd construction in Minnesota.to departments of the
federal government other than the war department. 37
The confllct with Rice even entered into Simpson's

‘family effsirs, for his brother-in-law, Chsrles L. Emer-
son, became & close friend of Rice. Emerson, & civil |
.engineer, came to Minnesota as Simpson's gssistant. He
was well qualified for his-work, but the temperaments
6f the two men did not agree, and the dilscord was not
improved by the friendship which BEmerson displeyed to-
- ward Rice, The bresk between them came iﬁ 1853, whén.
Rice.cémpléined to Colonel Abert of the slowness with
which rosé construction in Minnesote proceéded, end re~
quested that Emerson bDe put in Simpson's positlion, iem-
pers of the Rice factlon slso circulated petitions for

37. See ente, p. 58; Simpson to Sibley, Aoril 3, .
1852, in Sibley Pepers; Simpson to Abert, Mey 22, 1854,
and September 10, 1855, 1in War Devartuent Archlves,
Topogravhlcal Engineers, Letters Becelved {(Calender,

3580, 3a51). Photostatic coples of these letters are
in the possession of the Ninnesotle Historical Sociely.

i3
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" Simpson's removal thch were sent to,Washihgtoh.  0010¥'

nel Abert, however, stood_loyally behiné his subordin—

ate, 38 'ThevRice factlion, tkrough 1its orgah,.the Minne-

sota Democrat, continued to attack Simpson; impiicitly
v-critidizing him while praising the work of other offi-
cers of the tOpographical‘éorps.' Simpson, fﬁrious at
the attempt to drive him from the territory, retall-
ated through the medium of the St. Paul Mirnesotlan,
defeﬁding‘his record and glving Rice and his faction
“an 1ll-natured and emphatic beratins.'se"

Rice's election es delegate to Congress in 1853
did not improve the situatioﬁ, for the two men who should
haﬁe'worked together for the good of the territory were
bitter enemies, Simpson's position We.s difficult, for
" he knew that political pressure, 1f brought to bear upon
hls superiors, might cost him his Minnesote position.
Thé lack of.harmoﬁy mlght 2lso result in & decrezse in
fu?ufe appropriations, or even in the cancellation of

the road-building orojects. When Emerson, whom Simpson

38, Rice to Abert, Aoril 37, 1853, Hollinshead and
others to Abert, Aopril 17, 1853, Simpson to Abert, lMay
22, 84, 1854, Sseptember 10, 1855, in War Department
Arcnives, Topographicel Englneers, Letters Recelved
(Calendsr, 2965, 2966, 3580, 3581, 3851); Abert to Hol-
linshesd end others, May 7, 1853, in Vear Department
Archives, Topographicel Engineers, Letter Books, 168:

- 45 (Calender, 2610), Photostatic coples of thece let-
- ters are in the possession of the lMinnesota Historical
. Soclety. o ’ -

39. HMinnesote Democret, June 29, July €, 1853; Yeek-
1y Minnesotien, July 2, 18%53; kinnesota Pioneer, July
7, 1853, - : . , -
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discharged, was made editor of the Minnesota Démodrét,

the personal quarrel wzs used to feed the flames of
the political conflict that divided Minnesoté into
hostile camps. 40'

In the fall of 1854 the government roads of Minne-
sote became involved in-the struggle over the Congres-—
sionsl grant of lend to ald in the construction of the
rellroad from Lecke Superior to Idwa; The railroad land
grant scheme was ‘dlligently pushed by the ?roprietoré
of ke city3of Superior, Wisconsin, com?osed mostly of
St, Paul men,‘including Rice and his brother, for thelr
young city was designated as an alternste and poséibly
the principel northern terminus of the proposed rail-
road, One bill to authorize the grant of lands was
smothered by the opposition in Congress, but the backers
_of the ?roject scon 1ntrodﬁced & new bill which was
‘accepiable to both houses, It wes 1in the ihterval.be-
~ tween the suppresslon of the first blll and the 1lntro-
duction of the second one, that the messure appropriat-
ing money for Minnesota roads was_amended so that the
northern terainus of the Point bouglas-St. Louls River
roaé was placed et the mouth of the St., Louis'River in
Wisconsin, in other words, .at Superlor, Perhaps no
éne would have tkhought a great deal of this change, 1if

40. Simpson to Abert, May 22, 1854, in War Depert-
ment Archlves, Topogranhicel Englnesrs, Letters Re-

ceived {(Czlender, 3580). The lilannescta Historlcal So-
ciety has a photostatic copy of this letter, o
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.the territory had not been shocked by the exposure of
'a gigantic fraud in the attemot of a few 1nd1v1duals
to galn control of the land grant for the rallroad._
The territory split inte two camps, one, led by Sibley,
condemning the land grant and the perpetrators of the
fraud, and the;other, headed by. Rice, defending the
railroad scheme, It was natural, under the elrcum-
stahces, that the acts of all persdns involved 1n the
8cheme should be suspected, and the motives whlch led
Rice to suggest_the logical change 1in the,northern.
terminus of}the military road so as to bring it to the .
" lalke shore were interpreted by his enemles to bz a
gross misuse of political office for private galn. 41
What irked Minnesotans most about the whole affair,-
was thgt the terminus of the military road wes glven
to Wisconsin. They did not deny the 19810 of the
change, but.fhey féresaw that the community at which
E?e road terminated would have an economic advantage
over all other points at the head of the lake, In
Juiy, 1854, 6newM1nnesota edltor,\perceiving_thls
© faot, orled out, "What does it all mean?" In an edi~
torial in midnAugust he put the qUesLion.to his read-
ers: "Who Shall Command the Commerce of Lake Superiof?”
" He held that 1£ was‘"treason to the future welfare and
41. See ante, p. 67, 75; Congressional Globe, 33
Congress, 1 sesslon, 1031 For an account of the rall-

road land grant fraud, see Folwell, Jinnesota, 1: 339-
350, _
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 glory of Kinnesote," to let this pr;ze £oll into the
_‘ﬁands of another state., At the terminus.of the road,
he said, "the travel snd trade will eventually form &
nucleus df a town, and that wiil attraét.the terminus
of our great Railroad to be bullt by‘lands”in the
‘bosom of our Territory." He apbealed for unlted sup-
port from the independent neWSpapers of the territory
in thwerting the scheme. 48 |
_When Simpson's quarrel with Rice became public
“property, public opinlon was divided, Thoselwho‘sym-
pathized with the efforts made by Rice to dbtain a rail-
road charter for lMinnesota défended him in his quarrel
with Simpson, while those who opposed what to them wes
an evldent effort to defraud the peéple came to the
aid-of Simpson., When Simpson was slow in making use
of the appropriétions of 1854, the exasperated editor

of the Szint Croix Union of Stillwater sccused him of -

misappropriating the funds allotted for the rozd to

Lake Superlor and of lending the money to local bank-

ers for investment purposes, The linnesots Democrat
took up the sccusation against Simpson end added to the
charge of misappropriatioﬁ others of indonlence end in-
competence, The letting of contrazcts for construction
on the Lezke Supériof rosd put a quletus on the pen of

the Stillwater editor, but the Rice faction persisted

43, St. Anthony Express, July 33, August 19, 1854,

D
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- In thelr efforts to have Simpson removed. As.a result :
'of another request by Rice, in Odtober, 1854, for the
dismissal of Simpson, a thorough investigation of the

charges was made, While the verdict was never published,

[#3]

Simpson must have been vind;cated, for he was not removed.4
It was a foregone conclusion that Rice would be

& candidate for re-election in 1855, but he must have

been surprised at the bittergess of the opposition to

his candldacy when the caméaign began. He based his |

claim to conslderation for re-clection on his fecord,

end the Minnesots Democrat pointed to it wilth pride;

he had secured four new public land offices for Minne-
soté; the road sppropriations secured through his
efforts had reached a totai of more than $300,000; he
' had labored strenuously fér a .grant éf iands for rail-
road construction in the territory; and he had been
responsible for the negotlatlon.of Indian treaties

which had done much to open Minnesota lands to white

43, Seint Croilx Unilon, November 25, December 26,
1854, January 23, 1855; Dally Minnesots Ploneer, Jan-
uary 1, 16, 1855; Dally Minnesotian, January 13, 1855;
St. Peul Dally Times, Januery 16, 19, 1855; Minnesots
Democrut, January 17, 1855; Rice to Davis, October 20,
1854, Fice to Abert, January 1, 1855, in W%ar Depart-—
ment Archives, Topograpnical Englinecrs, Letters Receiv-
ed (Calendar, 2986, 2987); Abert to Simpson, January
‘17, 1855, Avert to Rice, December 30, 1854, in War
Department Archives, Topogrsphnical Englneers, Letter
Books, 18: 288, 262 (Celendar, 3205, 3196); Abert to.
Davis, Decewber 30, 1854, in ¥ar Department Archives,
Calef of Topographical Englneers to the Secretary of
War, Letter Books, 7: 333 (Calendar, 382)., The Min-
nesotz Historicel Society has. photostatic copies of
- these letters, ' -




settlement. His claims were promptly challenged by
Sibley. A Rice adherent, replying to Slbley throughf

the Minnesota Democrat, strove to demdnstrate thet the

people of Minnesota owed less to Sibley than to Rice,
‘Sibley, Rice's defendant sald, was able to obtain for
Minnesota only $85,000 in road approprlations dufing
five years in Congress while for himself '"he éained a
town site worth over 100,000 dollsrs, and the expen-— .
diture of e large amount of the road money to enhance
the value of his town site." Rice's efforts, he con-
tinued, in two years had ylelded the country g clear
galn of $200,889,685." 44
Simpson thereupon entered the campaign,-and in
‘an open letter published in the Ploneer.he expressed
his views on the question of road appropristions, 'Sib~
1ej slone deserved the credit for initiating the system
of roads and obtalnlng the first epnropriations, he
affirmed. Rice's contributlons were.pradtically nil,
he claimed, for since Sibley's retirement from Congress:
the road apprépriatiOns totaled aimost exactly what the
war office, guided'by'Simpson's recommendations, had
requested, Rlce, Slmpson ad@itted, had'obﬁained apnIo~

priations for four roads, but they were insignificant

44, Folwell, Minnecota, 13 373-377; iinnesota Demo-
crat, June 12, July 25, 1855; Deily HMinnesots FPiloneer,
July 19, 1655; S8t. Antnony Exoress, aAugust 11, 1855,
The townsite to which reference is mace 1s lendota, at
wnich two of the govermeent rozas terminatel. -




1d;0hiy two of them‘had_been"enﬁrueped to:the tegdgfeph--
@cai engineere. ~On one of these,‘the road from Fort. )
ﬁidgely to Minneapolis,‘no werk had been done’because;
Simpson claimed, Rice had worded the bill so thet the:'

ippropriation had to be applied on a territorial roaa

hat had not yet been laid out., On the other road, uhat
rom Crow %Wing to the Red River, he contlnued, no work

ad been done because the language of the bill required

he money to be expen@ed on a road that was so crooked
nd so poorly routed that, according'to‘the opinion of
en who knew the situation, it would be a waste of pub-
ic.funds to do any work until the official consent of
ongreés Was‘obta;ned to change its course, 5

Other newspapers and men who were figﬁiing the re-
lection of Rice took up Simpson's charges, One editor
ent so far as to stzte that "had there been no Dele-
ate in Congress, and Mr, Simpson had made the recom-
enantion, Minnesota would probably have received the

ame amount." He adaed that the roilroad grant had

een lPst through Rice's avarice end his connlvance at

fraud,'and that he had inJured Minnesotsz by diverting
re terminus of the Point Douglas—se. Louls River road
o WisConsin»hto benefit his embryo ciﬁy.ﬂ Another
pponent'aceused Rice of being bound up with the Sune-

1or crowd, and declered thet his work in-obteining

45, Dally Minnesots Picneer, August 17, 1855
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land of fices and Iﬁdian treatlies miéﬁt as well not have
been d;ne,.for all the good@ they Gid, while his road
aporopriations were of no use.to the people. The‘cfédQ
1t due him, the seame antagonistIStated, he was entitlea
to take, for that could "be compressed into a~rémarkably
small spzce." Rice was so angry st these attacks that
he wrote zgain to the secretsry of war to show him "how
Céptain Simpson is'disposing of his tlme while our roads
are'ﬁcing neglected." Simpeon, however, had already:
reported the correspondence to his superior, and in the
Pionger for Auggét 23, 1855, defended his actions by
asking why Rlce should be sllowed to try to drive him
from the territory wlthout granting him the "poor priv-
ilege of showing to the public that I have been true to
'their interests, even whnen by so doing I mey only giﬁe

to Mr. Rice all the credit which he or any body can

justly sey he Ls entitled to." #® The niannesota Demo-
crat calmly replied:

" We do not like to say thst Cspt. Simpson 1is an
ass, Indeed, we do not think he is -- qulte; 1if
he were he would have shown less ears. . . . An
1diot would scarcely be so silly as to suppose

4¢, Dsily Minnesots Ploneer, August 19, 33, Sep-
tember 4, 85, 1855; 5t. pPzul Delly Timeg, August 20,
28, Sevtcmber 8, 1885; linnesote Democresd, Lugust 22,
8¢, 1855; Folwell, HKinnecota, 1l: 373-375; H. Fletcher
to Siodley, August 10, 185E, in Bibley Papers; Rice
to Devie, August 22, 1855, Simpson to Abert, August
11, Sentember 10, 1855, in War Departwent Archives,
Topogranhicsl Engineers, Letters Recelved (Calendar,
2089, 2Z81&, 3852). Photostatic coplee of these let-
‘ters are in the possession of the lilnnesote Histori-
cal Soclety. o '
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that because the former de;egate a"“ed for the con-

_struction of certain roeas, end. obteineé a small
‘appropriation therefor, and because vgpt Simpson
recomaended further amorooriations, Congress would,
therefore, grsnt them, 28 a matter of course. . .
L.et ug have thie money promptly ex ovnaea Captain
Simpson, without reference to who ls runninb for
Congress, or which side you are on, and we will
speak a goou worda for you the first opoortunitv'we'
have,

The controversy betﬁeen Rice and Simpson lasted
throughout the time that Slimpson remained in Minnesota,
Ite remifications extended to almost every phase of the
army engineérfs work. Rice took up,'and perhaps ern-
bcoureged not only Emerson's qu°rrel with bimObnn but
also those of others with whom Simoson came into con-
flict, The lack of harmony between the two men un-
doubtedly influenced Rice to transfer the grest shere
of réquests for roads in Minnesota from the wer aep@rt—
ment io the department of the lnterior aiter 1854, and
i 1t may heve been a fdctcr in the remcval of Slmpson

from his Minnesota post in May, 1856,

47, Minnesoba Democrat, September 5, 1855,
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