
Nursery Inspection and
Export Certification Unit



Overview

The Nursery Inspection &. Expon Unit administCTs /v1inncsota Slatule. (2003), Chapter IS.H. Th~sc 'lalul", "ere
onginally o'lablish~d in the early 19QO's and fonnerly called The Plant Pest An. Over the years. lk language has
been updated. fces e'tablished and in 2003, program funding became dedicah,d through program revenue, But tk
goal of the statutes has remained unchanged for nearly a cenlury; through the statewIde nursery inspection program.
unit staff pre, em, the introduction ;n(o, and spread" ithin "linnewla of serious plant pc,t. and ensures that nursery
,lock grown and sold in Minnesota is free of exotic plant l'i'st>.

The Nursery Inspection Program is siaffed by progrJIll coordmator Sleven Shime~. nursery in'pe'\'ton. Lola Young­
blom and Da\ id Simmons and administrati,'c assistant Lorraine Englund, Two inspector po,itions are' acant due to
previous staff retirement,. The goal is to [,11 one in spring 2005 and the othcr in fiscal year 2()()(i.

The unit al';Q cooperate, with the USDA. Animal and I'lant Health Inspection Se", ice. Plant Protection and Quar­
antine program in the federal Expon Certification Program. Unit staff is responsible for inspecting and certifying
agricultural products such as grain. seeds, logs, lumber and many processed products to ensure they meet the import
regulations of the destination country, Staff "Iso serves as the important first contact for many exportcrs in their quest
to c,tablish a presence in the intern"tional marketplace.

Durec l\b,er is the Export Program Coon!in"tOT and conducts all day.to_day opeMion,. Steven Shimek issues 0,'Cr
300 nursery export certificates during the winteT months. Willem Schragc. Darrell Ander';Qn and Mike Horkcn are
stationed in East Grand Forb. Officmlly part of the S""d Potato Certification Program, they arc trained eoopo:f1ltors
and issue export eertilie·ates for seed potato growers as "ell as some sunflower exporters in northwe,t l\ linnesota,
Da, id Simmon, eonducts export-related certification inspections in north central Minne';Qla. Blane White. In'-asiw
Species Unit. hdps in the St, Paul office.



Nursery Inspection Program

First line of Defense:

Auditing out of state nurse/)' stoc~ certillcation.

State nursery bws generally require Ihat slock shipp.:d
inieTS1"te mustOe ccmlied at origin. In etten! ycars this
has become extremely iml"'nant. Pc>!. such as Asian
longhomcd beetle. emerald ash borer. pine shool o..~lle.

gypsy moth and Japane," beetle infest parts of many
easlern stales from" hich nurseries supply I\';nne,01"
nursery stock dealers_ Inspectors ,isi! nursery siock
dealers who recciw stock tium high ,isk staiCS. rey;ew
their shippmg documems and c""linn the stock Came
from cenificd nurseries and ha'-e proof of compliance
for all applicable regulated plant PCS!s.

Pest-free Minnesota stock:
Grower inspedions.
To ensure Mmnc><>lJ-grown nursery stock is free ofseri­
ous plant p<:SlS, nursery inspectors travel throug.hout the
Sta1~ to 337 growers with nearly 8.000 acres of gro"ing
stock.

Dealer Inspections.
To a"ure that .tock .hipped into the state is fro.: ofp<:sts
and is accompanicd with the required pest free certifi­
cates nursery sellers are required to obtain ~ m,r~ry

"tock dealer certificate. 2.568 Nursery Stock Deal", cer­
tificate. were issued in 200~.

Major Accomplishments:

• Conducted 278 nur>ery in,pectiotls at nursery dealer
.itos, li5 Violation. re,ulted in 2.299 plants r~strieted.

Conducted 330 gro.... er inspections. 164 \iolalions
resulted in 10.573 plant. re,tricted or destroyed,

• Conducted 64 in,pections at Chrislmas lree whole­
.ale di.tributor ~nd retail sites.

Nur.cry in.pectors cooperated .... ith the USDA.
APHIS. PPQ to ('()ntai" ~nd eradicatc a so.:ond in­
troduction of R"isIO"i" sO/"/l'l<'""n"". race 3. bionr
2 at nine MinneSQta firms. Appro~imale'y 10.000
geranium, shipj)C{l from G\J~lem~b were ordered
destroyed.

Improving Public Awareness:

Educational Outreach
Education and outreach display ~t l\!NLA. Green
Expo. Shade Tree Short Coun;e the 1I.linne~polis

Home and Garden Show. the Saint Paul Home ~nd

Garden Sho" and the North Dakota Nursery Asso­
ciation .... inler meeting

Sto"en Shimel presented exotic planl peSI reports
at MinnoSOIa Gr~" Expo. l\!inncsola Department
ofTrnnsportation Landscape Training. Shade Tree
Short Course and the Minnesol3 Sh~de Tree Advi­
sory Committee,
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Major Accomplishments

Issued 2573 e~port documents" ilh an accuracy grcatcr than 97%
and no .h,pment rcjcrlions at foreign ports.

Providcd ccrtification to e'port:

2,758,107.205 pound, Qf corn.
I50.540,001 pound, of wheat.
6,259,800 pound. of harley.
10,272.687 pound, of soybean,.
8.472,679 pound. oJ soy flour and
4,220,036 pound. of sunflower grain

124 companies e~portedMinncsota prO<lu~t, to 66 coumric,
Inspectcd 97 sile, co"ering 3.280 acres of wrn, edIble !>can. and
soy!>can. for export certification.

Da\'id S;mmQn, a"d Blane Whitc bc<:ame Accredited Certificatinn
Official, I'm the Export Program.

Pm, ided monthly billing fQr cxport cu>lomcl'i.

Japanese beetle trapping and soi I sampling for nursery cxpot1 cet1i.
fication.

CQuntr;e, can change their emry reqUlr~mont5or demand new docu­
ment, for imports, In rcccm years Canada has demanded ,mall gr.li"
rail shipments using Canadian milrood, be accompanied h} a certificatc
of origin. China implcm~m~da l1.°qulTcment that all CQni/i:rou, solid
wood packing mal~ri"1 be certificd with a heat treatment certificatc,
New forms ha, e de\'e1oped and printed 10 meet these new regulations.

Export Certificates:
An Ever-chaniina Menu
Export Program ,lafr must dCl~nninc which ce",ficJt~ meets the needs
of the shipment. Com shipped to we,! coast statcs need," Europeat\
Conlllorer Ccrtiflcal~. Most produ,ts ,hipped oversea, arc covered by
either a phylOsan;lary certificate or processod proouCl certificate,

Certification R..qulrflm",,",
There arc no "e'porC requircm~n1S to ship agricultural products
oversoas, Sh ipm~nt, mUSl ntC\:\ rcs(-fr~e condition. established by the
importing country. Export Program staff are r~sponslble for '0\ iew­
iug the ,1andard> ,el by each counlry for each commodity and ensuring
the exporter understands "hal is need~d to obtam certification of the
product

Education Comes First:

Export Certification Program

Minnesota Department of Agriculture
90 West Plato Bfvd" 51. Paul. MN 55107. 651·296-8388
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