. MINNESOTA REPUBLICAN StaTE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
585 Endicott-on-Robert, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

January 10, 1966

My, Joseph Donovan
Secretary of State
State Capitol

Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr, Donovan:

Enclosed is a revised copy of the Constitution
of the Republican Party of Minnesota, includihg amendments
adopted by the State Central Committee on October 16, 1965.

Sincerely

et ol

Herbert O. Johnson
Executive Secretary

s (7768

GTATE OF MINNESOTA

DEPARIMENT OF BTATE

I LED
SANlﬂ%B

< Georetary of State




‘CONSTITUTION

. of the '
CREPUBLICAN PARTY
N ' of o L
MINNESOTA

i Incl&ding amendments adopted
October 16, 1965

. Article I
NAME AND OBJECTS

SECTION 1 _"The\name‘ of this organization "'s'hall ‘be the Republican Party -of " Minnesota,

: SECT’I;ON'Z.. The objects o:E the Party shall be the maintenance of govermnent of, by,
~and for the _people according to the Constitution and laws of the United States and

v the State of ‘Minnesota, and the furtherance of such principles as may “£rom ti:ne to

_"time be adopted by Party Conventions. o

Article 1z
' MEMBERSHIP

,_SECT-ION 1: The membership of the Party shall be composed of all voters .of the State
" of Minnesota who désire 1o support the objects of the Party. )

SECTION 2: It shall be the duty of the several County Committees to enroll all mem-
bers of the Party within their respective counties, so far as practicable. The form
of enrollment. shall be prescribed by the State Executive Committee, and shall be
‘uniform throughout the state, but no qualifications for membership shall be imposed,
“excépt as provided by this Constitution. Opportunity for enrollment shall be open at .
all times to all voters who afe eligible for membership under Section 1 of this article. °

' ,'SECTION ‘3¢ County. committees may invite voluntary paymént of dies by members of the
v Party within, their respective counties, but payment of dues shall hot be required as ’
! condition for membership.

_V’SECTION 4 Nothing in this Constitution shall be construdd to dény or abridge the
rights of any voter to participate in any Party Caucus,* primary or convention, wherein
he is entitled by -law to participate. :
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Article II1I

' SECTION 1: A regular State Convention of the Party shall be held in each general
 election year at such time and place as the State Executive Committee or the State
‘Central Committes way determine., BSpecial State Conventions may be called at auch

other times and places and for such purposes ag the State Executive Committee or

e the State Central Committee may determine.

‘SECTION 2: State Conventions shall be composed of the following:

" a., The members of the State Executive Committee, except the Chairmen and
Chairwomen of Hennepin, Ramsey, and St. Louis counties, asg Delegates—
_ at-large; for whom there shall be no Alternates;

The Chairman and Chairwoman of each coutity, as Delegates from their
respective counties, who shall be included within the number of Dele-
‘gates allbtted to their respective counties as herein provided-‘

Delegates from the various counties of the state who aré elected at
County Conventions.

The number of Delegates from the various counties, including therein the County
Chairman and Chairwoman, shall be apportioned among the counties upon such basis asg ‘
“the State Executive Committee or the State Central Committee may determine; provided
that the basis of apportionment shall be uniform throughout the state, and shall be
based upon the vote cast for the Republican candidate for Governor in the last pre-
ceding state-wide general election; or if such election were a Presidential election,
the vote cast for the Republican candidate for President; proyvide further that the
County Chairman and chairwoman shall, in any event, compose the minimum nimber of

: Delegates from any countyo

SECTION 3: District Conventions shall be heéld annually at the Call of the State
Executive Committee, the State Cehtral Committee, or the committees of the respec—
tive districts, and at such other times and for such other purposes as the committee
calling the Conventions may determine. The place of holding District Conventions in
each district shall be determined by the District Committee.

SECTION 4: District Conventions shall be composed of the following:

a, Members of the State Executive Committee designated in sub-divisions
a, by and ¢ of Article IV, Section 5, residing within the district as
Delegates—at—large, for whom there shall be ho Alternates; and

Delegates apportioned and elected at the County Conventions, in like
manner, as Delegates to State Conventions, and ineluding the County
Chairmen and Chairwomen, who shall be included as part of the county

" allocation, provided that in any district consisting of, or inéluding,
a portion of a county, Delegates from such portion to the District
Convention shall be selected in such manner-at a caucus of the dele-

© - gates representing such portion as the County Convention may determine,
the County Chairmen and Chairwonmen to be included in the delegation of
the portion in which they respectively reside,




SECTION 5: County Conventions shall be held ahnually at the Call of the State
Executive Committee, the State Central Committee, the District Committee, or the -
County Committee preceding District and State Conventions. Delegates and Alternates
to District and State Conventions shall be elected at the County Conventions in even-
‘numbered years, or if provided ih the County Constitution, may be elected annually.
.- Special County Conventions may be held at the Call of the State Exechtive Committée;

< the State Central Committee, the District Committee, or the County Committees of the
~respective counties at such times and for such purposes as the committee calling the -
same may determine. County Conventions shall be held at County seats unless other—
wise determined by the respective County Committees.

SECTION 6; County'Conventions shall be composed.of Delegates elected by the members
“of the Party in the respective election districts or other subdivisions of the ‘
county, provided that in any municipality intermediate Conventions composed of Dele-
gates elected'by the members of the Party may be held in the respective wards or

~ other subdivisions of the city for the purpose of electing Delegates to the County

' Convention, if so determined by the County Committee. The number of Delegates and
Alternates at each County Convention and the basis of theilr apportionment shall be

determined by the County Committee, provided that such basis shall be uniform through— B

. out each county and shall be based on the vote cast for the Republican candidate for
' Governor in the last preceding state-wide general election; or if such election were
.~ a Presidential election, the vote cast for the Republican candidate for President.

' SECTION 7: All State, District and County Delegates and Alternates shall be elected
in genefal:election years and shall hold office until their successors are duly. ' =

- elected; or upon adoption in their respective County Constitution, counties may elect

' Delegates and Alternates to the District and State Conventions annually in the same
manner as provided in the general election year, and these Delegates and Alternates

- electod under this option shall ha;d ‘office for a term of one year, or until their
successors are duly elected.

SECTION 8: Conventions shall trahsact such business as is specified in the Call of
the Convention, and may trahsact such other business as a majority of the Convention
nmay determine, subject to the provisions of Article VIII, Section 2. Such Conventions-
may endorse candidates for any public office. In case of a proposal for endorsement
of a candidate whose constituency is not coterminous with the territory of the Conh~
vention, only thoge Delegates residing within such constituency shall vote upon the
proposal. .

SECTION 9: Any candidate for public office may be granted pre-primary endorsement

by any State, District, County or other authorized C.onventions, if he receives 60
per cent of the voting strength of the Convention as established by ‘the last report
of the Credentials Committee, preceding such vote. The rules of -any such Convention '
vmay provide that where only one candidate is nominated 'for endorsement for a parti-"
cular office, endorsement may be granted if such candidate receives 60 per cent of
 the votes cast on the proposal, Excepting the 60 per. cent requirement, County Consti- '
tutions may establish different rules of endorsement for Conventions relatlng‘to
Legislative District or areas smaller than the entire Oounty. When more than one

such candidate is nominated for endorsement, none of them shall be voted upon separ- .
ately, and the candidacy of all shall be submitted on such ballot. -




"SECTION 10: The first order of budiness of a State or District. Convention shall be
gseating of the Alternates. The permanent voting roll of the Convention shall be.

- compose d of the Delegates of each county who are actually present, and in the
“absence of any Delegate to this Convention, ‘then an Alternate shall be seated in

hisg stead during his abgence. If no person has been elected asg Alternate for a
specific Delegate, and a County Constitution or By-laws does not provide a procedure
‘for the seating of Alternates, then the ward, village, Legislative District, County

" Commissioner District, or other primary electing unit which elected the absent Dele-
gate, shall, by a Caucus of its Delegates, select an Alternate to replace the absent
Delegate. In the absence of an Alternate from such primary electing unit, an Alter- -
nate from another primary electing unit from the county shall be seated. When a
Delepgate returns to the floor of the Cohvention, he or she will immediately be seated.
‘This section lg not intended to affect the right of the Convention to authorize by '
rule the Delegates present to vote the entire voting strength of the County.

- Article IV
STATE PARTY ADMINISTRATION

'SECTION l: The general management of the affairs of. the Party in-the state shall be
vested in the State Central Committee, subject to the direction of the State Conven-

tion.. *.x,‘“

+

. SECTION 2: The State Central Committee shall consist of all the County Chairmen
and Chairwomen, the members of the State Executive Committee, and additional county
‘representatives elected as hereinafter provided. Each county in which there were

cast at the last preceding election more than five thousand votes for the Republican - .

candidate for Governor shall be entitled to one additional representative on the
State Central Committee for each five thousand .votes, or major fraction thereof, cast
for such candidate in excesg of the first five thousand votes, such Additional Repre--
" gentatives to be elected in the same manner as County Chairmen and Chairwomen. When
a county loses representation on the State Central Committee due to the election of
one of its representatives to an office in a district or on the State Central Com-
mittee, then the County Committee of his or her residence shall elect one additional
t member to the State Central,Committee for each such loss, !

SECTION 3: The officers of the state Party organization shall be a Chairman, Chair-.
woman, First Vice-Chairman, First Vice~Chairwoman, Second Vice~Chairman, Second
Vice-Chairwoman, Third Vice-Chairman, Third Vice-Chairwoman, Secretary and Treasurer.
They shall act as officers of the State Central Committee and the State Executive
Committee. It shall be .within their power to organize, or catise to be organlzed,each

precinct in the state.

SECTION 4: The State Party Officers and the National Committeeman and National Com~
mitteewoman shall constitute an Executive Council and shall have the powers and duties -
usually incident to their respective offices,.subject to the direction of the State
Convention, the State Central Committee, and the State Executive Committee.




SECTION 5: The State Executive Committee shall consist of the f£ollowing:

a. State Party Officers;
be .National Committeeman and National COmmltteewomanz
- ©¢.  Digtrict Chairmen and Chairwomen; )
 ~'d. Chairmen and Chairwomen of Hennepin, Ramsey and St. Louis counties,
- e. Two addltional'representatives, of whom one shall be a man and one.
shall be a woman, from each Congressional District;
- f. Twelve Members-at-large,of whom six shall be men appointed by the
-+ State Chairman and six shall be women, appointed'by the State Chair—
.- woman. The appointment of the Members-at-large shall be made with the
- advice and consent of the other members of the Executive Committee, ox
" a majority thereof; )
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the M;nnesota Republican Finance
‘Committee;
The Chairman and/or Chairwoman of each of the state-wide Republican
,Auxlliary organizations which are as follows:,

Minnesota Federation of Women's Republican Clubs
Minnesota Republican Workshop
Young Republican Leagte of Minnesota
Minnesota Federation of College Republican Clubs.
- Bach Republican state constitutional officer, and each Republican
- Senator and Representative in Congress, or his appointee, shall be a
member of the State Executive Committee for the duration of his term
of office. Membership of such elected officials or their appointees
shall be subject to the approval of the other members of .the State
Executive Ccmmittee, or a majority thereof. Any such elected official,
or his appointee, may be removed by a two-thirds vote of those present . .
in any meeting of the State Executive Committee, Any such appointee
may be removed at any time by the elected official.appointlng him,

SECTION 6: The State Executive Committee shall have charge of the administration
of State Party affalrs, subject to the direction of the State Convention and the
. State Central Committee. . I :
‘SECTION'7 Foilowing the District Conventions in each odd-numbered year, a ‘
Nominating Committee composed of District Chairmen and Chairwomen, or District Vice-
Chairmeh and Chairwomen, or their appointees, shall meet and select a slate.of
candidates for each State Party office., In June of each odd-numbered year, the
State Central Committee shall meet at the Call of the State Chairman, or any three
of their own number, and elect the ‘State Party Officers from any members of the .
Party; provided, however, that the MEmbers—at—large of the State Central Committee,
referred to in Article IV, Section 5 (£), shall not be entitled to vote at such
election,

SECTION 8: 1In the year of each Presidential election, immediately after the State
Convention which precedes the Republican National Convention, the State Central Com~
mittee shall meet and select a National Committeeman and a National Committeewoman;
provided, however, that the Members-at-large of the State Central Committee referred.
to in Article IV, Section 5 (£), and the representative members on the State Central
Committee referred to in Article IV, Section 5 (1), shall not be entitled to parti-
cipate in such election,’




SECTION 9: .The State Party Officers and the other members of the State Execui:’ivé
Committee and the State Central Committee shall gerve until thelr successors are
elected and qualified,

E SEC'I"ION 10: District Representatives on the State Executive Cmmittee and their
;Alternates shall be elected by the District Convention,

- SECTION ,11: 'County Vice—Chaime‘n and Vice—Cha.irwo:men shall be Alternates for

* their respective Chairmen and Chairwomen on the State Central Committee, unless

other Alternates have been elected by the regpective County Conventions. Alternates

shall be selected for members of the State Central Committee in the same manner as

- the members of the State Central Committee are selected. In the event that any ‘
. qualified county member and his or her Alternate is unable to attend a meeting of the

- State Central Committee, the County Executive Comm:i.ttee is authorized to appoint a

aubsgtitute member :t‘or that meeting. : . ’

7 SECTION 12: Meetings of the State Central Committee may be called by the Chairman
or by the State Executive Committee or by any ten members of the State Central Com-
' km:.ttee. Written notice of each meet:.ng shall be zna:iled to each membexr at least ten

f da.ys in advance. . ' v

.‘ 'SECTION‘.ls,: " Meetings of the State Executive Committee fna.y bbe called by the Chaifman

or by any five members of the committee, Written notice of each meeting sha.ll be
~mailed to ea.ch member at 1east five days in advance.

‘ SECTION 14 The presence of either the Chairma.n ‘or the Chairwoman, or an Alternaté,
from each of at least one-third of the counties in the state shall be required to
r;rconsi_;itute a quorum of the State Central Committee.

SECTION 15: No voting by proxy shall be permitted at any meeting of the State
Executive Committee, At any meeting of the State Central Committee, the membership
present from any one county may vote the total vote for that courity. In the event
-~ the members present-are not in unanimous agreement, each member present shall vote
his proportionate’ share of the total vote of the county. : .
SECTION 16:- No State Party Officer shall, by any official act or by the use of his
official position or influence, favor or promote the endorsement of any candidate
for public office at any Party Convention, or favor or promote the candidacy at any-
primary election of any candidate who has not been endorsed by the State Convention °
in the case of a state or national office, or by the Convention br Conventions of
the constituency in the case of a lesgser office. Violation of this provision shall
be cause for removal, '




Article V
DISTRICT PARTY ADMINISTRATION

SECTIQNVI:V The management of the affairs of the Party pertaiqing to each Congres- .
sional District shall be vested in the District Committee of such district, subject
to the direction of the State Central Committee, the State Executive Committee, and - -

. the District Convention; provided, that the District Committee shall have ho juris= -

diction over local affairs within the respective counties in the district.

BECTION 22 Each Congressional Dlstrict Committee shall be composed of all the ,
County Chairmen and Chairwomen of the district, with Alternates the same as for the =
© State Central Comittee, and the members of the District Executive Committee; pro- -
- vided that in the Third; Fourth and Fifth Congressional Districts, the District Com-
mittees shall be composed as provided by their respective District Constitutions

and/or By~laws.

© . SECTION 3: The officers of each Congressional District Committee shall be a Chair-
man, Chairwoman, Vice~Chairman, Vice-Chairwoman, Secretary, Treagurer, and such
- additional officers as may be determined by each Congressional District Constitution
and/or By-laws.

SECTION'4‘ The District Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the -
 District Committee and such additional members as provided by the reSpective District
Constitutions and/or By-laws.

SECTION 5: The Delegates to each District Convention held in odd-numbered years

- shall elect the officers.of the District Committee from any members of the Party re-
-8iding within the district. The County Chairmen and Chairwomen and additiohal County
- ‘Representatives on the Disgtricet Committee shall serve as the Nominsting Commitiee for .

said Convention. Where a district consists of only a portion of a county, the offi~ -

“cers of the District Committee shall be selected in odd-numbered years in such manner

as the Distrlct Constitution,and/or By-~laws may provide. ‘

-~

B Article VI ,
COUNTY PARTY ADMINISTRATION

. SECTION 1: The management of the affairs of the Party within cach county shall be

vested in the County Committee of the county, subject to the direction of state and

~ district aluthoritiesyas to matters within the scope of their respective functions}

provided, that organizers or other representativeg of state or distriet authorities

shall not solicdit memberships or funds within any county without the approval of the
County. Chairman and Chairwoman. :

SECTION 2: The County Committee shall consist of the count& Party officers and
such other members as the County Convention may prescribe. The officers and other
members of the County Committee shall be elected at each County Convention held in
odd-numbered years; provided; that such County Convention may provide for the selec~
tion of such officers and members in such other manner as it may deem proper.




SECTION,S: The officers of each county organization shall be a Chairman and a

- Chairwoman, a Vice-Chairman and Vice-Chairwoman, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and
such others as the County Convention may prescribe, and it shall be their duty to
organize,or caude-to be organized, each ward and/or precinct in their county.

-~ SECTION 4: The County Convention may provide for a Countvaxecutive Committee, of -
such size as itdeems proper, who shall be members of the County Committee.

SECTION 5: The following form of county and local organization is recommended, e
“subject to such modifications as may be prescribed or authorized by the County Con~ S
vention,in each county! : "

a. A Chairman and Chalrwoman in each election precinct shall be elected

) at the Precinct Caucus, and provided that should such officers not
be elected at the Precinct Caucus, such officers shall be selected
‘ag the County Convention or County Committee may prescribe;

' The County,Committéé to be. composed of all said precinct chaiymen and
- chairwomen, the officers of the County Committee, and the members of
‘the County‘Executive Committee: .

The County- Executive Committee to consist of nine members, including

the . .officers. '

Article VII
REMOVALS AND VACANCIES

" 8ECTION 1: Any officer of the State Central Committee may be removed by a two~
thirds vote of those present at any meeting of the State Central Committee.

SECTION 2: Any Member-at-large on the State Executive Committee may be removed by
the appointing authority at any time. ,

SECTION 3: Any District Representative on the S%ate Executive Committee, any offi-
cer of a Digtrict Committee, or any member of a District Executive Committee may be’
removed by a two—thlrds vote of all the members of the District Committee.

SECTION 4: Any County Representative on a District Committee, any officers of a
County Committee, or any memmber of a County Executive Committee may be removed by’
a two-thirds wvote of all the members of the County Committee,

SECTION 5: Notice of every proposal for removal by any committee or other body of
the Party shall be included in the notice of the meeting, and the individual con-
cerned shall be served with a detailed statement of the charges againgt him, at
leagt ten days prior to such meeting. . —




';SECTIONY6: All ﬁacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term by the respective
bodies or officers having power of election or appointment, except,

a, Officers or members of Digtrict or County Committees which shall be
‘filled by such committces* and , S

~

lb. Additional Distrlct RepreSentatives to the State Executive Committee
'shall be f1lled by the Digtrict Committee.- .

, Uhless otherwiSe expressly provided, all Party offlcers and committee membera shall

"~ serve until their succesgsors are elected and qualified, In the event of & vacancy
. in the office of State Chairman or State Chairwoman, the State Central: Cdmmittee shall
’fcmeet within 30 days thereaftor to eleet a successor. : ,

.SECEEON 71 In the case of a vacancy in the office of any' State or Distrlct Chalrman
or Chairwoman or County Chalrman or Chairwoman, the corresponding Vice-Chairman or
Vice—Chairwoman shall perform the duties of the offlce until the election of ‘a suc-

" cessoro - :

SECTION 8: In the case of vacancies among the Congressional District and State - :

‘,Convention Delegates elected from the respective counties of the state, counties hav= -
ing “such vacancies may elect Delegates and Alternates to £ill such vacancies in the
same manner in which the orlginal Delegates and Alternates are elected,

 SECTION 9~ A vacancy in Party office occurs upon the death, resignation, or rem0val
. from the geographical,election area of an offlcer, committee member, Delegate or -
‘fAlternate.

Article VIII
AVMENDMENTS

BECTION 1: Immediately following each regular State Convention, two persons shall

- be appointed from each Congressional District, by the District Chairmen and Chair-

. - women, to serve as a State Constitution Committee, The Chaivman of this committee

ghall be appointed by the Chairman of the State Central Committee, This committee
shall gerve through the next succeeding regular State Convention. e

- SECTION 2: This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote at any State Conven-
tion, provided that any proposal for amendment shall be referred to the State
Constitution Committee before it shall be voted upon by the Convention,’
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Article IX
GENERAL PROVISIONS

. gECTION 13 Any boay within the P&rty organizition may adopt and ameénd & Congti=
o tution and/or By~1aws for its own government not inconsistent with this Constitution.

’SECTION’Z:‘ The right of special organizations having Republican affiliations to
‘exist and carry on their activities as they see f£it, consistent with the objects,

platforms and principles of the Party, shall be recognized, and the organization of

permanent local ¢lubs and organizations or Party members for the purpose of holding

meetings and carrying on other activities in furtherance of Party and. public welfare

- ghall be permitted and encouraged; provided, that no such special or local organi-
- zation shall participate in Party government or adminigtration, ahd.the activities of
- all such organizations during election campaigns shall be coordihated with authorized - -
~ Party activities and subject to the directlon of the regularly constituted Party '
' authorities - : : ‘ v

e SECTION 3: No person shall at the same time be an officer of a District Committee :
T and.an officer of the State Central Committee.




